and  Monuments 

of  these  latter  antt  pcrttlous  "Danes, 
touching  matters  of  the  Church, 

J  wherein  are  comprehended  ond  described 
the  great  persecution*  fi  horrible  troubles, 
that  haue  bene  wrought  and  practised  by 
the  Rcmishe  Prelates,  speclallye  in  this 
Realme  of  England  and  Scotlande, 
from  the  yeare  of  our  I/orde  a 
thousande,  unto  the  tyme 
noire  present. 

Gathered  and  collected  according  to  the 

true  copies  sod  wrrtfng-ea  certincatorle  na  we] 
of  the  purties  themartues  that  suffered, 
mm  also  out  of  tfar  Hishops  Ke(r~i iters, 
which  wer  the  oners  tberof. 
by  Jokn  Foxm. 


The  Acts  and  Monuments 


5"4I«- 


,1 


Ailmini  of 
Prinrcton  UniUcrsihi. 


iGieiuririU 
$rmituirti.' 

3it  m^murjr  of 

Hubert  Sturldtoii^nte. 


Digitized  by  Google 


As  some  months  must  necessarily  elapse  before  the  publication  of  the  first 
volume  of  the  Acts  and  Monuments,  containing  the  Prefaces,  Indexes,  &c,  the 
Editor  feels  called  upon  to  state,  that  the  present  work  is  a  reprint  of  the 
fourth  edition  of  the  original  work  of  John  Foxe,  published  in  1583 ;  with  the 
exception  of  passages  introduced  from  the  first  three  English  editions,  and 
from  the  fifth,  which  latter,  though  published  after  the  Author's  death,  was 
partially  or  completely  corrected  and  revised  by  himself.  Every  material 
variation  from  the  text  of  1583  is  properly  distinguished;  while,  occasionally, 
obscure  passages  have  been  explained  by  a  reference  to  the  Latin  edition 
of  1559. 

In  removing  the  Latin  documents  from  the  text,  and  placing  them  in 
the  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the  pages,  a  slight  variation  in  the  context  must 
obviously  be  necessary,  but  this  arrangement  has  been  thought  desirable  for  the 
convenience  of  general  readers. 

For  the  same  reason,  modern  orthography  is  introduced;  grammatical 
errors  corrected ;  dates  inserted  at  the  head  of  each  page ;  while  a  few  coarse 
expressions  of  a  less  cultivated  age  are  either  omitted  or  remodelled ;  but 
thett  are  carefuliy  distinguished  by  the  insertion  of  the  mark  f  in  the  margin. 

The  Engravings  given  in  this  edition  will  be  about  forty  in  number,  and 
of  their  Btylc,  the  Title-page  of  this  volume  will  give  a  correct  idea.  Several  of 
them  are  now  ready,  and  might  have  been  given  in  the  present  volume,  had  it 
not  been  thought  more  advisable  to  insert  them  in  their  proper  places  in 
the  work.  The  portion  now  published,  consisting  chiefly  of  preliminary 
history,  afforded  no  appropriate  subject  for  pictorial  illustration. 

The  Editor,  in  conclusion,  gives  this  pledge  to  the  public,  that  every  inser- 
tion (with  the  above  exceptions)  is  from  the  pen  of  John  Foxe,  and  in  no 
single  instance  has  he  infringed  upon  the  original  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  Author. 

Ft' I.HAM, 

Ikrewber  16,  1836. 
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ACTS  AND  MONUMENTS. 


BOOK  III." 

CONTAININO 

THE  THREE  HUNDRED  YEARS, 
FROM  THE  REIGN  OF  KING  EGBERT  TO  THE  TIME  OF 
WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR. 


Now  rcmaincth  for  mc  to  do  as  before  I  did  in  describing  the 
descent  and  diversity  of  the  seven  kings,  together  reigning  and  ruling 
in  this  land,  namely,  to  prosecute  in  like  order  the  lineal  succession  of 
those,  who,  after  Egbert,  king  of  the  West  Saxons,  governed  and 
ruled,  alone,  until  the  conquest  of  William  the  Norman  ;  first  ex- 
pressing their  names,  and  afterwards  recording  such  acts,  as  in  their 
time  happened  in  the  Church  worthy  to  be  noted.  Albeit,  as  touch- 
ing the  acts  and  doings  of  these  kings,  because  they  are  sufficiently 
and  at  large  described,  and  taken  out  of  Latin  writers  into  the 
Kntrlish  tongue,  by  divers  and  sundry  authors,  as  in  the  History  or 
Chronicle  of  Fabian  ;  I  shall  not  spend  much  travail  thereupon,  but 
rather  refer  the  reader  to  him  or  to  some  other,  where  the  trouble- 
some tumults  between  the  Englishmen  and  the  Danes  at  that  time 
may  be  seen,  whoso  listeth  to  read  them.  I  have  furnished  a  table 
of  their  names  and  reigns ;  and  the  acts  done  under  their  reigns,  T 
have  compendiously  abridged,  using  such  brevity  as  the  matter  would 
allow. 

Therein  is  to  be  noted,  that  before  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, the  Danes  obtained  the  crown  under  Canute,  their  captain, 
who  reigned  nineteen  years.  Harold  Harefoot,  son  of  Canute, 
reigned  about  four  years;  Ilardicanute,  son  of  Canute,  two  years ; 
Edward  the  Confessor,  an  Englishman,  son  of  Ethelrcd,  twenty- 
four  years  ;  Harold,  son  of  Earl  Godwin,  an  usurper,  one  year ; 
and  VVilliam  the  Conqueror,  a  Norman,  reigned  twenty-one  years 
and  ten  months. 

,„  Edition  1363,  p.  10.   Ed  1583,  p.  133.    Ed.  1596,  p.  1  JR.    Ed.  1684,  t61.  1.  p.  ISO.— N.B.  The 
♦w*   eijebt  P*«**»  of  ,J"  Ulin  Edition  of  1 55°.  brin*  the  reader  down  to  an  amount  of  the  pro- 
lir-Ir*  of  »  Convocation  of  UUhopn.  holdcn  at  Lambeth,  in  the  time  of  Wwkiiff,  s.  D.  13<7.-tn. 
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DANISH   INVASION   OF  ENGLAND. 


EGBERT  THE  GREAT, 


aTdT 

800. 


KINO  OF  THE  WFST  SAXONS,  AFTERWARDS  MONARCH  OF  THE 

WHOLE  REALM. 


In  the  reign  of  Brightric,  a  little  before  mentioned,  about  the 
year  of  grace  795,  there  was  in  his  dominion  a  noble  personage, 
of  some  called  Egbert,  of  some  Ethelbert,  of  some  Etlielbright ; 
who,  being  feared  of  the  same  Brightric,  because  he  was  of  kingly 
blood  and  near  unto  the  crown,  was,  by  the  force  and  conspiracy  of  i>5mc» 
the  aforenamed  Brightric,  chased  and  pursued  out  of  the  land  of  f™*  tr*™e 
Britain  into  France,  where  he  endured  till  the  death  of  the  said  north  *» 1 
Brightric  ;  after  the  hearing  whereof  Egbert  sped  him  quickly  out  of 
France,  unto  his  country  of  West-Sax,  where  he  so  behaved  himself  Suugita. 
that  he  obtained  the  regiment  and  governance  of  the  kingdom.1 

Bernulph,  king  of  Mcrcia  abovementioned,  and  other  kings,  had  a.  d  u>f 
this  Egbert  in  such  derision  that  thev  made  of  him  divers  scoffing 
iests  and  scorning  rhymes,  all  which  he  sustained  for  a  time.  But 
when  he  was  more  established  in  his  kingdom,  and  had  proved  the 
minds  of  his  subjects,  and  especially  God  working  withal,  he  after- 
ward assembled  his  knights,  and  gave  battle  to  the  said  Bernulph,  in  A.n  sm 
a  place  called  Elinden,  in  the  province  of  Hampton ;  and,  notwith- 
standing in  that  fight  were  great  odds  of  number,  as  six  or  eight  against 
one,  yet  Egbert,  through  the  might  of  the  Lord,  who  giveth  victory 
as  pleascth  him,  had  the  better,  and  won  the  field ;  which  done,  he 
seized  that  lordship  into  his  own  hand  ;  and  that  also  done,  he 
made  war  upon  the  Kentish  Saxons,  and  at  length  of  them,  in  like 
manner,  obtained  the  victory.8  And,  as  it  is  in  Polychronicon  tcsti-  a.d.  si7. 
fied,  he  also  subdued  Northumberland,3  and  caused  the  kings  of  these 
three  kingdoms  to  live  under  him  as  tributaries,  or  joined  them  to  his 
kingdom.4    This  Egbert  also  won  from  the  Britons  or  Welshmen 
the  town  of  Chester,  which  they  had  kept  possession  of  till  that 
day.    After  these  and  other  victories,  he  peaceably  enjoying  the 
land,  called  a  council  of  his  lords  at  Winchester,  where,  by  their 
advice,  he  was  crowned  king  and  chief  lord  over  this  land,  which 
before  that  day  was  called  Britain;  but  then  he  sent  out  into  all  Tfch 
the  coasts  of  the  land  his  commandments  and  commissions,  charg-  him 
ing  strictly  that,  from  that  day  forward,  the  Saxons  should  be  called  An«u*- 
Angles,  and  the  land  Anglia. 

About  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Egbert,  that  heathenish  a  d.  us. 
people  the  Danes,  that  a  little  before  had  made  horrible  destruction  Dane, 
in  Northumberland,  and  especially  in  the  isle  of  Lindisfarn,  where  {he'econd 
they  spoiled  the  churches,  and  murdered  the  ministers,  with  men,  jjgj^ 
women,  and  cluldren,  after  a  cruel  manner,  entered  now  the  second  thi»  land. 


(1)  On  the  25th  of  December,  a.d.  800.  Charlemagne  beeame  Roman  emperor,  and  Leo  III., 
the  ninety  rtfth  biahop  of  Rome.  »..  in  powcion  of  the  papa  chair.  After  a  reign  of  forty  and  a 
»uor  Ihirtv  three,  year*'  duration,  Charlemairnc  died  at  Aix  la-Chapelle,  a.d.  804.  aged  72.— Ld. 


war  of  thirtr-three.  year.'  duration,  Char!ema.roc  dlid  at  Aix  la-Chapelle  a  d.  MM.  aged  7 
(2)  Of  this  victory  went  •  proverb,—-'  Rivu*  crnorr  ru»  uit,  niina  reititit,  fortore  tabuit. 
(J)  &  MalmVb. «eat  Reg.  Angl.  lib.  i.  c.  J  [AIM  Nuffield,  Hi.t  Eccl  Sccul.  8,  c.  JL-Ed  J 
It)  Em  Plot  Hi«t. 
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Wert,  time,  with  a  great  host,  into  this  land,  and  spoiled  the  isle  of  Sheppy 
"~X!d7"  m  Kent,  or  near  to  Kent;  where,  Egbert  hearing  thereof  assem- 
833.   bled  his  people,  and  met  with  them  at  Charmouth  :  in  tliat  conflict 

 he  sped  not  so  well  as  he  was  wont  in  times  before,  but  with  his 

knights  was  compelled  to  forsake  the  field.    Notwithstanding,  in  the 
a.d.  m.  next  battle,  the  said  Egbert,  with  a  small  power,  overthrew  a  great 
multitude  of  them,  and  so  drave  them  back1.    The  next  year  follow- 
ing, the  Danes  presuming  upon  their  victory  before,  made  their 
return  again  into  the  land  westward,  where,  joining  with  the  Britons, 
by  their  help  and  power,  they  assailed  the  lands  of  Egbert,  and  did 
much  harm  in  many  places  of  his  dominion  and  elsewhere ;  so  that 
after  this  day  they  were  continually  abiding  in  one  place  of  the 
realm  of  England  or  another,  till  the  time  of  Hardicanute,  last  king 
of  the  Danes'  blood  ;  so  that  many  of  them  were  married  to  English 
women,  and  many  that  now  be,  or  in  times  past  were,  called  English- 
men, are  descended  of  them.    And  albeit  that  they  were  many  and 
sundry  times  driven  out  of  the  land,  and  chased  from  one  country  to 
another,  yet,  that  notwithstanding,  they  ever  gathered  new  strength 
and  power,  so  that  they  abode  still  within  the  land. 
England      And  thus,  as  by  the  histories  appears,  this  troublesome  land  of 
piaK'ucS6*  Britain,  now  called  England,  hath  been  hitherto  by  five  sundry  out- 
MtfM?  war^  nations  plagued :  first,  by  the  Romans ;  then  by  the  Scots  and 
Picts ;  thirdly,  by  the  Saxons ;  fourthly,  by  the  Danes,  of  whose  out- 
rageous cruelty  and  hostility  our  English  histories9  do  most  exclaim 
and  complain ;  and  fifthly,  by  the  Normans,  who,  I  pray  God,  may 
be  the  last. 

Then  it  followeth  in  the  story,  that  the  time  of  this  persecution 
of  the  aforesaid  pagans  and  Danes  continuing,  King  Egbert,  when 
he  had  ruled  the  West  Saxons,  and  over  the  more  part  of  England, 
1  by  the  term  of  seven  and  thirty  years,  died,  and  was  buried  at  Win- 

chester, leaving  to  his  son  Ethel  wolf,  his  kingdom,  who  first  was 
bishop  of  Winchester,  as  Hoveden  rccordeth,  and  after,  upon  neces- 
sity, was  made  king,  leaving  withal,  and  pronouncing  this  saying  to 
his  son,  "  Fclicem  fore  si  regnum,  quod  multa  rexerat  industria,  ille 
consueta  genti  ill i  non  intcrrumpcret  ignavia." 


ETIIELWOLF. 


A.  D.  Ethelwolf,  the  son  of  Egbert,  in  his  former  age  had  entered  into 
83?.  thc  order  of  sub-deacon,  and  as  some  others  say,  was  made  bishop 
of  Winchester ;  but,  afterwards,  being  the  only  son  of  Egbert,  was 
made  king  through  the  dispensation,  as  Fabian  saith,  of  Pope  Pas- 
chal but  that  cannot  be,  for  Paschal  was  not  then  bishop :  so  that 
by  the  computation  of  time,  it  should  rather  seem  to  be  Gregory  IV. 
Ibis  Ethelwolf  (as  being  himself  once  nursed  in  that  order)  was 
always  good  and  devout  to  holy  church  and  religious  orders,  inso- 
much that  he  gave  to  them  the  tithe  of  all  his  goods  and  lands 

(1)  Fabian,  c.  158.    Ho*.  tfov«L  lib.  v.  c.  I. 
(t)  Ex  Rog.  Moved,  lib.  v.         (3)  Guild,  lib.  do  gett.  Anglor.  uith,  this  Pope  waa  Leo  IV. 
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among  the  West  Saxons,  with  liberty  and  freedom  from  all  service 

and  civil  charges;  whereof  his  chart  instrument  bearcth  testimony  a.D. 

after  the  tenor  below1,  much  like  to  the  donation  of  Ethclbald,  king  of  837. 
Mercians,  above  mentioned. 


By  the  privileges  and  donations  given  by  King  Ethelwolf  to  the  a.d.  m. 
clergy,  it  may  appear,  how  and  when  the  churches  of  England  began  JJ^JJS 
first  to  be  endowed  with  temporalities  and  lands ;  also  how  their  pri-  of  those 
vileges  and  exemptions  were  enlarged :  moreover  (and  that  which  *'*' 
specially  is  to  be  considered  and  lamented),  what  pernicious  doctrine 
this  was,  wherewith  they  were  led  thus  to  set  remission  of  their  sins 
and  remedy  of  their  souls,  in  this  donation  and  such  other  deeds  of 
their  devotion,  contrary  to  the  information  of  God's  word,  and  with 
no  small  derogation  from  the  Cross  of  Christ. 

These  things  thus  done  within  the  realm,  the  said  Ethelwolf,  the 
king,  taking  his  journey  to  Rome  with  Alfred,  his  youngest  son, 
committed  him  to  the  bringing  up  of  Pope  Leo  IV.,  where  he  also 
re-edified  the  English  school  at  Rome;  which,  being  founded  by 
King  Otfa,  or  rather  by  Ive,  king  of  Mercians,  as  in  the  *  Flowers 
of  Histories'  is  affirmed,  was  lately,  in  the  time  of  King  Egbert  his 
father,  consumed  with  fire.    Further  and  besides,  this  king  gave  and  Pctcr. 
granted  there  unto  Rome,  of  every  fire-house  a  penny  to  be  paid  gjg* 
through  his  whole  land,  as  King  Ive  m  his  dominion  had  done  before,  the  realm 
Also,  he  gave  and  granted,  yearly  to  be  paid  to  Rome,  300  marks ;  fJ*Home. 
that  is,  to  the  maintaining  of  the  light  of  St.  Peter,  100  marks  ;  £°tn0c£ed 
to  the  light  of  St.  Paul,  100  marks ;  to  the  use  of  the  Pope  V>  Jg? 
also  another  hundred.     This  done,  he  returning  home  through  *}  'g 
France,  married  there  Judith,  the  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald, 
the  French  king;   whom  he  restored  afterward  (contrary  to  the 
laws  of  West  Saxons)  to  the  title  and  throne  of  a  queen.  For 
before,  it  was  decreed  among  the  West  Saxons,  by  the  occasion 
of  the  wicked  Ethclburga,  who  poisoned  Brigthric,  her  own  husband, 
that  after  that,  no  king's  wife  there  should  have  the  name  or  place 
of  a  queen. 

And  forasmuch  as  I  have  here  entered  upon  the  mention  of 
Judith,  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald,  the  occasion  thereof  putteth 
me  in  memory  here  to  insert  by  the  way,  a  matter  done,  although  not 
in  this  realm,  yet  not  impertinent  to  this  ecclesiastical  history.  And 
first,  to  deduce  the  narration  thereof  from  the  first  original ;  the 
father  of  this  Charles  the  Bald,  whose  name  was  Ludovicus,  the  first 
of  that  name  called  Pius,  king  of  France,  had  two  wives ;  by  the 
first  of  whom  he  had  three  sons,  Lothaire,  Pepin,  and  Louis :  which 
three  sons  unnaturally  and  unkindly  conspiring  against  their  father  ^ 
and  his  second  wife,  with  her  son,  their  youngest  brother,  persecuted  whole- 
him  so  that  through  a  certain  council   of  lords  spiritual  and 

(1)  "  Re  gn  ante  Domino  nostro  in  perpctttum.     Dum  in   nostris  tcinporihus  per  bellorum 


m  i  nu- 


ll) "  Rcfmante  Pomino  no»tro  in  perpctuum.  lmm  in  nostrts  tcmporibu*  per  bellorum 
taeendii,  et  direptiones  opum  nostrarum,  necnon  ct  vastantium  cradeli»simaa  depnedationes 
hortfum  harbarorum,  paganarumque  gentium,  multiplies  tribulation**  ad  afflijrendum  usque  ad 
internedanem.  tempera  cemimu*  incumbere  pcriculota.    Quaraobrein.  ejro  Ethclwulfus  Rex  occi- 


lienulium  Saxonurn,  mm  consilio  Episcoporum  et  principum  meorum.  coniiitium  tatabre,  ct 
uniforme  remedium  afllrmavi:  ut  aliquant  portioncm  ten-arum  heraditariam,  Deo  et  sanrtre 
Msri*.  ft  omnibus  aanctis  jure  perpetuo  possidendam  concedam.  scilicet  partem  terra;  dim,  ut 
sft  tut«  et  irnmunU  ab  omnibua  secularibus  servitiis,  necnon  rcgallbus  tributU  niajoribus  el 
mlnoribuj  so've  taxation ibu*,  quod  no«  dlcimu*  Witterden  :  sitque  libera  omnium  rcrum.  pro 
tiaiuiooe  animarum  ct  peccatorum  nostrorum,  ad  Deo  soli  dcnervtcndum,  line  expeditioue, 
rt  pootu  consfructionc,  et  arci»  munitione:  ut  to  diliptntius  pro  nobis  ad  Deum  prece*  sine 
,  ftxndant,  quo  corum  servitutem  in  aliqua  parte  levigamu*,"  etc.— Ex  Flor.  HisL 
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_  temporal,  they  deposed  the  same  their  natural  and  right  godly  father, 
A.D.  dispossessing  and  discharging  him  of  all  rule  and  dominion.  More- 
844.    over,  they  caused  him  to  renounce  his  temporal  habit,  enclosing  him 
™Ido^~  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Mark,  for  a  monk,  or  rather  a  prisoner.  All 
tkfntri-  wn'cn  ^one>  tney  divided  his  empire  and  kingdom  among  them- 


selves. 

Thus  was  Ludovicus  Pius,  king  of  France,  of  impious  sons  left 
desolate.  But  the  power  of  God  which  worketh,  when  all  earthly 
power  ccaseth,  of  his  divine  mercy,  so  aided  and  recovered  him  out  of 
all  his  tribulation  to  this  imperial  dignity  again,  that  it  was  to  all  his 
enemies  confusion,  and  to  all  good  men,  a  miracle.  But  this  by  the 
way.  By  his  second  wife,  whose  name  was  Judith, 1  he  had  this 
Charles  the  Bald,  here  mentioned.  This  Judith  was  thought,  and  so 
accused  to  the  Pope,  to  be  within  such  degree  of  alliance,  that  by 
the  Pope's  law,  she  might  not  continue  his  wife  without  the  Pope's 
dispensation.  It  so  fell  out  in  the  mean  time,  that  this  Ludovicus, 
Fmieric,  the  emperor,  had  promoted  a  young  man  named  Frederic,  to  be  bishop 
u'rUhi"  of  Utrecht ;  and  to  him  had  given  sad  and  good  exhortation,  that  he 
remembering  and  following  the  constancy  of  his  predecessors,  would 
maintain  right  and  truth  without  exception  of  any  person,  and  punish 
misdoers  with  excommunication,  as  well  the  rich  as  the  poor ;  with 
such  like  words  of  godly  counsel.  Frederic,  hearing  the  king  thus 
say,  sitting  at  dinner  with  him  as  the  manner  was,  being  newly 
invested,  in  these  words  answered  the  emperor  again  :  "  I  thank  your 
majesty,"  saith  he,  "  who  with  your  so  wholesome  exhortation  put  me 
in  mind  of  my  profession.  But  I  beseech  you,  of  your  benign  favour 
and  patience,  that  I  may  freely  disclose  that  which  hath  long  encum- 
bered and  pierced  my  conscience."  To  whom  leave  being  given, 
njmb  thus  he  began :  "  I  pray  you,  lord  emperor,  to  show  me  herein  your 
nu'hcth  mind"  (pointing  to  the  fish  before  him),  "  whether  it  is  more 
pw>M!t  according  to  attain  this  fish  here  present,  beginning  first  at  the  head 
the  umc  or  at  the  tail  ?"  "  What  a  tale  is  this,"  quoth  the  emperor,  "  of  the 
tail  and  of  the  head?"  "  At  the  head,"  quoth  he.  Then  Frederic, 
taking  thereof  his  occasion,  proceedeth :  "  Even  so  let  it  be,  lord  em- 
peror," saith  he,  11  as  you  have  said.  Let  christian  faith  and  charity 
first  begin  with  yourself,  as  with  the  head,  admonishing  you  to  cease 
from  your  erroneous  practices,  that  your  subjects  by  that  example  be 
not  emboldened  to  follow  your  misdoing.  Wherefore  first  forsake 
you  your  unlawful  wedlock,  which  you  have  made  with  Judith  your 
near  kinswoman  ."  These  words  of  the  new  bishop,  although  they 
moved  Ludovicus  the  emperor,  not  a  little,  yet  he  with  a  gentle  mo- 
desty and  modest  silence,  was  contented,  suffering  the  bishop  to  go 
home  in  peace.  But  the  word  being  uttered  in  such  an  audience 
could  not  be  so  concealed,  but  spread  and  burst  out  in  much  talk  in 
the  whole  court,  and  especially  among  the  bishops,  consulting  earnestly 
with  themselves  about  the  matter.  Through  whose  counsel  and  labour 
so  at  length  it  fell,  that  the  emperor  was  constrained  to  leave  the 
company  of  his  wife,  till  he  had  purchased  a  license  of  the  bishop  of 
Rome  to  retain  her  again,  who  then  forgave  the  said  bishop  all  that 
was  past.    But  the  woman  hired  two  knights  that  slew  him  in  his 


(1)  There  were  ivrn  Juditha.  one  the  mother  of  Char  lei  the  Bald,  thr  other  bU  daughter, 
whom  King  Ethel  wolf  married. 
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vestments,  when  he  had  ended  his  mass.   Ranulphus1  gave  forth  this 
story  in  his  great  commendation,  that  he  died  a  martyr ;  whereof  I  A.  D. 
have  not   to  judge,  nor  here  to  pronounce,  but  that  rather  1  844. 
think  him  to  be  commended  in  his  dying,  than  the  woman  for  her  J  .J  Jlt  J  of 

And  forasmuch  as  mention  hath  been  made  of  Ludovicus  Pius, 
here  is  to  be  noted,  that  in  France  then  was  used  by  priests  and 
churchmen,  precious  and  shining  vestures,  and  golden  and  rich  staring 
girdles,  with  rings  and  other  ornaments  of  gold.  Wherefore  the 
said  Ludovicus  purchased  of  the  bishop  of  Rome  a  correction  for  all 
such  as  used  such  disordinatc  apparel,  causing  them  to  wear  brown 
and  sad  colours,  according  to  their  sadness.2 

Of  this  Ludovicus  the  Papists  do  feign,  that  because  he  converted 
certain  of  their  church-goods  and  patrimony  to  the  wages  of  his  soldiers, 
"  his  Ix*!)',*"'  say  they,  M  was  carried  out  of  his  tomb  by  devils,  and 


was  no  more  seen." 


And  thus  having  digressed  a  little  out  of  our  course,  now  let  us 
return  out  of  France  into  England  again.  King  Ethelwolf,  coining 
from  Rome  by  way  of  France,  was  now  returned  again  into  his  own 
dominion,  where  he  continued  not  long  after. 

This  Ethelwolf  had  especially  about  nim  two  bishops,  whose  counsel  swiihin. 
he  was  most  ruled  by,  Swithin,  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  A  dels  tan,  BSfflw 
bishop  of  Sherborne.    Of  the  which  two,  the  one  was  more  skilful  ter" 
in  temporal  and  civil  affairs  touching  the  king's  wars,  and  filling  of  his 
coffers,  and  other  furniture  for  the  king.   The  other,  who  was  Swithin, 
was  of  a  contrary  sort,  wholly  disposed  and  inclined  to  spiritual 
meditation,  and  to  minister  spiritual  counsel  to  the  king ;  who  had 
been  schoolmaster  to  the  king  before.    Wherein  appeared  one  good 
condition  of  this  king's  nature,  among  his  other  virtues,  not  only 
in  following  the  precepts  and  advertisements  of  his  old  schoolmaster, 
but  also  in  that  he,  like  a  kind  and  thankful  pupil,  did  so  reverence 
his  bringer-up,  and  old  schoolmaster  (as  he  called  him),  that  he 
ceased  not,  till  he  made  him  bishop  of  Winchester,  by  the  consecra- 
tion of  Celnoch,  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury.    But  as  concerning  Monkun 
the  miracles  which  are  read  in  the  church  of  Winchester,  of  this  Swithin,  Jjjjj^ 
them  I  leave  to  be  read  together  with  the  Iliads  of  Homer,  or  the  tales  swujL. 
of  Robin  Hood. 

This  Gregory  IV.  in  this  present  chapter  abovementioned,  was  the 
third  pope  who  succeeded  after  Paschal  I.,  being  but  four  years  betwixt 
them :    Paschal  succeeded  after  Stephen  IV.,  who  followed  after 
Leo  III.,  the  next  pope  to  Adrian  above  in  our  history  mentioned, 
where  we  treated  ol  Charlemagne.    From  the  time  of  that  Adrian  I. 
unto  Pope  Adrian  III.  the  emperors  had  some  stroke  in  the  election, 
at  least  in  the  confirmation,  of  the  Roman  pope.  Notwithstanding 
divers  of  those  aforesaid  popes  in  the  mean  time  began  to  work  their 
practices  to  bring  their  purpose  about ;  but  yet  all  their  devices  could 
take  no  full  effect,  before  the  said  Adrian  III.,  as  hereafter  (Christ 
willing)  shall  be  declared;  so  that  the  emperors  all  this  while  bare 
some  rule  in  choosing  the  popes,  and  in  assembling  general  councils.  AGenettil 
Wherefore,  by  the  commandment  of  Ludovicus,  the  emperor,  in  the  jg"*  at 
time  of  this  Gregory  IV.,  a  general  synod  was  commenced  at  Aquis-  paa£ 

(1)  Oul.lib.dc  Pontic  12) 
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Stukeoif.  grane,  where  it  was  decreed  by  the  said  Gregory  and  his  assistants : 
~A  D.~  first,  that  every  church  should  have  sufficient  of  its  own  proper  lands 
844.   and  revenues  to  find  the  priests  thereof,  that  none  should  need  to  lack 
h^try     or  go  about  a  begging.    Item,  that  none  of  the  clergy,  of  what  order 
jjjjjj   or  degree  soever  they  be,  should  use  any  vesture  of  any  precious  or 
to  find  tu  Scar^ct  c°i0UJ85  neither  should  wear  rings  on  their  fingers,  unless  it  be 
when  prelates  be  at  mass,  or  give  their  consecrations.    Item,  that  pre- 
lates should  not  keep  too  great  ports  or  families,  or  keep  great  horse,  or 
use  dice,  or  harlots,  and  that  the  monks  should  not  exceed  measure  in 
gluttony  or  riot.    Item,  that  none  of  the  clergy,  being  either  anointed 
or  shaven,  should  use  either  gold  or  silver  in  their  shoes,  slippers,  or 
girdles,  like  Hcliogabalus.    By  this  it  may  be  conjectured,  what  pomp 
o?Anea,t  ant^  Pr^e  m  ^nose  days  wa(l  crept  in  among  the  clergy.    Moreover,  by 
saint*,    the  said  Pope  Gregory  IV.,  at  the  commandment  of  Ludovicus,  the 

emperor,  the  feast  of  All  Saints  was  first  brought  into  the  church. 
The  ,        After  this  pope  came  Scrgius  II.,  who  first  brought  in  the  altering 
nam"     of  the  popes'  names,  because  he  was  named  before  4  Os  porci,'  that  is, 
first  «iter- t  gwme  g_8nout    who  also  ordained  the  1  Agnus,"*  thrice  to  be  sung  at 

dtvMe4  *l  ^C  mass> ant*  tnc  h°st  to  De  divided  into  three  parts, 
into  three  After  him  was  Pope  Leo  IV.,  to  whom  this  King  Ethclwolf,  as  in 
l>*n*'  this  present  chapter  is  above  specified,  did  commit  the  tuition  of  his 
son  Alfred.  By  this  Pope  Leo  IV.  it  came  in,  and  was  first  enacted 
in  a  council  of  his,  that  no  bishop  should  be  condemned  under  three- 
score and  twelve  witnesses ;  according  as  ye  see  in  the  witnesses  at  the 
condemnation  of  Stephen  Gardiner  orderly  practised. 

Also,  contrary  to  the  law  of  Gregory  IV.,  his  predecessor,  this  pope 
ordained  the  cross,  all  set  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  to  be  carried 
before  him,  like  a  pope. 

And  here  next  now  followcth  and  comcth  in  the  whore  of  Babylon 
[Rev.  xix.  2,]  (rightly,  in  her  true  colours,  by  the  permission  of  God, 
and  manifestly  without  all  tergiversation)  to  appear  to  the  whole  world  : 
and  that  not  only  after  the  spiritual  sense,  but  after  the  very  letter,  and 
the  right  form.    For  after  this  Leo  abovementioned,  the  cardinals, 
proceeding  to  their  ordinary  election  (after  a  solemn  mass  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  the  perpetual  shame  of  them  and  of  that  see),  instead  of  a 
man  pope,  elected  a  woman  to  minister  sacraments,  to  say  masses,  to 
give  orders,  to  constitute  deacons,  priests,  and  bishops ;  to  promote 
prelates,  to  make  abbots,  to  consecrate  churches  and  altars,  to  have 
the  reign  and  nde  of  emperors  and  kings :  and  so  she  did  indeed, 
a.d.  »w  called  by  name  Joan  VIII.    This  woman's  proper  name  was  Gilberta, 
a  wom»n  a  Dutch  woman  of  Mayence,  who  went  with  an  English  monk  out  of 
5Cd     the  abbey  of  Fulda,  in  man's  apparel,  unto  Athens,  and  after,  through 
j0*"v    her  dexterity  of  wit  and  learning,  was  promoted  to  the  popedom,  where 
she  sat  two  years  and  six  months.    At  last,  openly  in  the  face  of  a 
general  procession,  she  fell  in  labour  and  travail  of  child,  and  so  died, 
by  reason  whereof  the  cardinals,  even  to  this  day,  do  avoid  to  come 
near  by  that  street  where  this  shame  was  taken.1    By  Benedict  III. 
who  succeeded  next  in  the  Romish  sec,  was  first  ordained  (as  most 
2j*J*J  writers  record)  the  dirge  to  be  said  for  the  dead.    Albeit  before  him, 
"  Gregory  III.  had  done  in  that  matter  worthily  for  his  part  already. 

(1)  In  reference  to  thlt  event,  which  has  proved  a  source  of  lengthened  controversy,  a  monkish 
poet  observes— "  Papa  Pater  Patrum  peperit  Papissa  Papellum."  See  Dower's  Lives  of  the  Popes : 
Joan.  Also,  Mosheim'i  Ecc.  Hist.  vol.  ii.  p.  271,-Eb. 
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After  him  sat  Pope  Nicholas  I.  who  enlarged  the  pope's  decrees  with  ehuu,-,.//. 
many  constitutions,  equalling  the  authority  of  them  with  the  writings  A  d 
of  the  apostles.    This  Pope  Nicholas  ordained  that  no  secular  prince,  858. 
nor  the  emperor  himself,  should  be  present  at  their  councils,  unless  in 
matters  concerning  the  faith ;  to  the  end  tliat  such  as  they  judged  to 
be  heretics,  they  should  execute  and  murder.    Also,  that  no  laymen 
should  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  clergy,  or  reason  upon  the  pope's 
power.  Also,  that  no  christian  magistrate  should  have  any  power  upon 
any  prelate,  alleging  that  a  prelate  is  called  God.    Also,  that  all  church 
service  should  be  in  Latin ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  dispensing  with 
the  Sclavonians  and  Polonians  to  retain  still  their  vulgar  language. 
Sequences  in  the  mass  were  by  him  first  allowed.    By  this  pope  M«rri 
priests  began  to  be  restrained  and  debarred  from  marrying  :  wherefore  SmS 
Hulderickc,  bishop  of  Augsburgh,  a  learned  and  a  holy  man,  sending  torl 
a  letter  unto  the  pope,  gravely  and  learnedly  refuteth  and  reclnimctn 
against  his  indiscreet  proceedings  touching  that  matter.    The  copy  of 
which  letter,  as  I  thought  it  unworthy  to  be  suppressed,  so  I  judged 
it  here  worthy  and  meet  for  the  better  instruction  of  the  reader  to  be 
inserted,  the  words  whereof  here  follow,  out  of  Latin  into  English 
translated. 

A  learned  epistle  of  Hulderickc,  bishop  of  Augsburgh,  sent  to  Pope 
Nicholas  I.,  proving  that  priests  ought  not  to  be  restrained  from 


Hulderickc,  bishop  only  by  name,  unto  the  reverend  Fattier  Nicholas,  the 
vigilant  provisor  of  the  holy  church  of  Rome,  with  due  commendation  sendeth 
love  as  a  son,  and  fear  as  a  servant  Understanding,  reverend  Father,  your 
decrees  which  you  sent  to  me  concerning  the  single  life  of  the  clergy,  to  be  far 
discrepant  from  all  discretion,  I  was  troubled  partly  with  fear,  and  partly  with 
heaviness.  With  fear  for  that,  as  it  is  said,  the  sentence  of  the  pastor,  whether 
it  be  just  or  unjust,  is  to  be  feared.  For  I  was  afraid  lest  the  weak  hearers 
of  the  Scripture  (who  scarcely  obey  the  just  sentence  of  their  pastor,  much 
more  despising  this  unjust  decreement)  through  the  onerous  and  importable 
transgression  of  their  pastor,  should  show  themselves  disobedient.  With 
heaviness  I  was  troubled,  and  with  compassion,  for  that  I  doubted  how  the 
members  of  the  body  should  do,  their  head  being  so  greatly  out  of  frame.  For 
what  can  be  more  grievous  or  more  to  be  lamented,  touching  the  state  of  tic 
church,  than  for  you,  being  the  bishop  of  the  principal  see,  to  whom  apper- 
tained the  regiment  of  the  whole  church,  to  swerve  ever  so  little  out  of  the 
right  way !  Certes,  in  this  you  have  not  a  litUe  erred,  in  that  you  have  gone 
about  to  constrain  your  clergy  to  singleness  of  life,  through  your  imperious 
tyranny ;  whom  rather  you  ought  to  stir  up  to  the  continency  of  marriage.  For 
is  not  this  to  be  counted  a  violence  and  tyranny  to  the  judgment  of  all  wise 
men,  when  a  man  is  compelled  by  your  decrees  to  do  that  which  is  against  the 
instinition  of  the  gospel  and  the  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  Seeing  then 
there  he  so  many  holy  examples  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  teaching 
us  (as  you  know)  due  information,  I  desire  your  patience  not  to  think  it 
grievous  for  me  to  bring  a  few  here  out  of  many. 

First,  in  the  old  law,  the  Lord  permitteth  marriage  unto  the  priests,  which  PriMt»' 
afterward  in  the  new  law  we  do  not  read  to  be  restrained,  hut  in  the  gospel  ^*"^id 
thus  he  saith,  "  There  be  some  which  have  made  themselves  eunuchs  for  the  j*"- 
Ungdorn  of  heaven,  but  all  men  do  not  take  this  word ;  he  that  can  take  it,  mined,  in 


let  him  take  it"  [Matt  xix.  12.]  Wherefore,  the  apostle  saith,  «  Concerning  ft  £J 
virgins,  I  have  no  commandment  of  the  Lord,  but  only  1  give  counsel,  forbidd. 

(I)  Nicholas  Domino  et  Patri,  penrigili  taneta*  Romans  eecktUr  provUori,  Huldericu*  »olo 
nomine  rpifcopua,  amorem  ut  fllliu,  timorem  ut  aervui.    Cum  tua  (O  f 
tupcr  elericorum  contincntiam,  See. 
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IttcfaMtf  [1  Cor.  vii.  25.]    Which  counsel  also  all  men  do  not  take,  as  in  the  com- 


A.D. 


mandment  of  the  Lord  before,  hut  many  there  be,  false  dissemblers  and 
gig7'    flatterers,  going  about  to  please  men,  and  not  God,  whom  we  see  under  a 

 !_  false  pretence  of  continency  to  fall  into  horrible  wickedness.    And  therefore, 

lest,  through  the  infection  of  this  wicked  pestilence,  the  state  of  the  church 
should  too  much  go  to  ruin ;  he  said,  "  Because  of  fornication,  let  every  man 
have  his  own  wife."  [1  Cor.  vii.  2.1  Touching  which  saying,  our  false  hypo- 
crites falsely  do  lie  and  feign,  as  though  only  it  pertained  to  the  laity,  and 
not  to  them.  And  yet  they  themselves,  seeming  to  be  set  in  the  moat  holy 
order,  are  not  afraid  to  commit  adultery,  and  as  we  see,  with  weeping  eyes,  all 
they  du  outrage  in  the  aforesaid  wickedness. 

These  men  have  not  rightly  understood  the  Scripture,  from  whose  breasts, 
while  they*  suck  so  hard,  instead  of  milk,  they  suck  out  blood.  For  the 
saying  of  the  apostle,  "Let  every  man  have  his  own  wife,"  [1  Cor.  vii.  2,] 
doth  except  none  in  very  deed,  but  him  only  who  hath  the  gift  of  continency, 
settling  with  himself  to  keep  and  continue  his  virgin  in  the  Lord.  Wherefore, 
O  reverend  Father,  it  shall  be  your  part  to  cause  and  oversee,  that  whosoever, 
either  with  hand  or  mouth,  hath  made  a  vow  of  continency,  and  afterward 
would  forsake  it,  either  should  be  compelled  to  keep  his  vow,  or  else  by  lawful 
authority  should  be  deposed  from  his  order. 

And  to  bring  this  to  pass,  you  shall  not  only  have  me,  but  also  all  other 
of  my  order,  to  be  helpers  unto  you.    But  that  you  may  understand,  that  those 
who  know  not  what  a  vow  doth  mean,  are  not  to  be  violently  compelled  there- 
unto, hear  what  the  apostle  saith  to  Timothy,  "  A  bishop  must  be  irrepre- 
hensible,  the  husband  of  one  wife."  [1  Tim.  iii.  2 — 12.]  Which  sentence  lest  you 
should  turn  and  apply  only  to  the  church,  mark  what  he  inferreth  after,  "  He 
that  knoweth  not  to  rule  his  own  household  and  family,  how  should  he  rule  the 
church  of  God  ? "    And  likewise  of  the  deacons,  he  saith,  "  Let  them  be  the 
husband  of  one  wife,  which  have  knowledge  to  govern  their  own  house  and 
children."  And  this  wife,  how  she  is  wont  to  be  blest  of  the  priest,  you  under- 
stand sufficiently,  I  suppose,  by  the  decrees  of  holy  Sylvester,  the  pope. 
ThU  de-      To  these  and  such  other  holy  sentences  of  the  Scripture,  agreeth  also  he  that 
trao-T"   "  tne  w"ter  °f  tne  nde  of  the  clergv,  writing  after  this  manner,  "  A  clerk 
the  bi-     must  be  chaste  and  continent,  or  efse  let  lum  be  coupled  in  the  bands  of 
*>rel"ie*A  mutr"nonyi  having  one  wife."    Whereby  it  is  to  be  gathered,  that  the  bishop 
!'n  ttu"n  an<l  deacon  are  noted  infamous  and  reprehensible,  if  they  be  divided  in  more 
Mary'i    women  than  one:  otherwise,  if  they  do  forsake  one  under  the  pretence  of 
religion,  both  they  together,  as  well  the  bishop  as  the  deacon,  be  here  con- 
demned by  the  canonical  sentence,  which  saith,  "Let  no  bishop  or  priest 
forsake  his  own  wife,  imder  the  colour  and  pretence  of  religion.     If  he  do 
forsake  her,  let  him  be  excommunicated.    And  if  he  so  continue,  let  him  be 
degraded."    St.  Augustine  also,  a  man  of  discreet  holiness,  hath  these  words, 
"There  is  no  ofTence  so  great  or  grievous,  but  it  is  to  avoid  a  greater  evil." 

Furthermore,  we  read  in  the  second  Book  of  the  Tripartite  History,  that 
when  the  Council  of  Nice,  going  about  to  establish  the  same  decree,  would 
enact  that  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  after  their  consecration,  cither  should 
abstain  utterly  from  their  own  wives,  or  else  should  be  deposed  ;  then 
Paphnutius  (one  of  those  holy  martyrs  of  whom  the  Emperor  Maximu*  had 
put  out  the  right  eye,  and  hocked  their  left  legs,)  rising  up  amongst  them, 
withstood  their  purposed  decree:  confessing  marriage  to  be  honourable,  and 
calling  the  bed  of  matrimony  to  be  chastity;  and  so  persuaded  the  council 
from  making  that  law,  declaring  thereby  what  occasion  might  come  to  them- 
selves and  their  wives  of  fornication.  And  thus  much  did  Paphnutius  (being 
unmarried  himself)  declare  unto  them.  And  the  whole  council,  commending 
his  sentence,  gave  place  thereto,  and  left  the  matter  freely  without  compulsion, 
to  the  will  of  every  man,  to  do  therein  as  he  thought  right. 

Notwithstanding  there  be  some  who  take  St.  Gregory  for  their  defence 
in  this  matter,  whose  temerity  I  laugh  at,  and  ignorance  I  lament ;  for  they 
know  not,  being-  ignorantly  deceived,  how  dangerous  the  decree  of  this  heresy 
j  was  (being  made  by  SL  Gregory),  who  afterwards  well  revoked  the  same,  with 
hea«u  of  condign  fruit  of  repentance.  For  upon  a  certain  day,  as  he  sent  unto  his  fish- 
I°?5m  pond  to  have  fish,  and  did  see  more  than  six  thousand  infants'  heads  brought 
th"  Pope's  to  lum»  which  were  taken  out  of  the  same  pond  or  moat,  he  did  greatly 
repent  in  himself  the  decree  made  before  touching  the  single  life  of  priest*, 
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which  he  confessed  to  be  the  cause  of  that  so  lamentable  a  murder.t    And  B  v  ;„  ■  if, 
so  purging  the  same  with  condign  fruit  of  repentance,  he  altered  again  the  ~T~n 
thirlgs  which  he  had  decreed  before,  commending  that  counsel  of  the  apostle,  ' 
which  saith,  "  It  is  better  to  marry  than  to  burn,"   [1  Cor.  vii.  9;]   adding  8j8, 
moreover  of  himself  thereunto,  and  saying,  "  It  is  better  to  many  tlian  to 
give  occasion  of  death." 

Perad  venture  if  these  men  had  read  with  me  this  which  so  happened,  I  think 
they  would  not  be  so  rash  in  their  doing  and  judging,  fearing  at  least  the  Lord's 
commandment,  "  Do  not  judge,  that  you  be  not  judged."  [Matt.  vii.  4.]  And 
St  Paul  saith,  "  Who  art  thou  that  judgest  another  man's  servant  ?  Either  he 
stand- :  1 1  or  falleth  to  his  own  master ;  but  he  shall  stand ;  for  the  Lord  is  mighty 
and  able  to  make  him  stand."    Therefore  let  your  holiness  cease  to  compel  and 
enforce  those  whom  only  you  ought  to  admonish,  lest  through  your  own  private 
commandment  (which  God  forbid)  you  be  found  contrary  as  well  to  the  Old 
Testament  as  to  the  New ;  for,  as  St.  Augustine  saith  to  Donatus,  "  This  is 
only  what  we  do  fear  in  your  justice,  lest,  not  for  the  consideration  of  christian 
lenity,  but  for  the  grievousness  and  greatness  of  transgressions  committed,  you 
be  thought  to  use  violence  in  executing  punishment  of  that  which  only  we  do 
desire  you,  by  Christ,  not  to  do.   For  transgressions  are  so  to  be  punished,  that 
the  life  of  the  transgressors  may  repent"    Also  another  saying  of  St  Augustine  A  taring 
we  would  have  you  to  remember,  which  is  this : — "  Nil  nocendi  fiat  cupiditate,  tifn*u*u*" 
omnia  consulendi  charitate,  et  nihil  fiat  immaniter,  nihil  inhumaniter ;'  that  is, 
"  Let  nothing  be  done  through  the  greediness  of  hurting,  but  all  things  through 
the  charity  of  profiting ;  neither  let  any  thing  be  done  cruelly,  nothing  ungently." 
Also  of  the  same  Augustine  it  is  wntten,  "  In  the  fear  and  name  of  Christ  I 
exhort  you,  which  of  you  soever  have  not  the  goods  of  this  world,  be  not 
greedy  to  have  them.    Such  as  have  them  presume  not  too  much  upon  them. 
For  I  say,  to  have  them  is  no  damnation,  but  if  you  presume  upon  them,  that  is 
damnation,  if  for  the  having  of  them  you  shall  seem  great  in  your  own  sight, 
or  if  you  do  forget  the  common  condition  of  man  through  the  excellency  of  any 
thing  you  have.   Use  therefore  therein  due  discretion,  tempered  with  moderation, 
the  which  cup  of  discretion  is  drawn  out  of  the  fountain  of  the  apostolic  preaching, 
which  said,  Art  thou  loose  from  thy  wife  ?  do  not  seek  for  thy  wife.    Art  thou 
bound  to  thy  wife  ?  seek  not  to  be  loosed  from  her."   [1  Cor.  vii.  27.1  Where 
also  it  followeth,  "  Such  as  have  wives,  let  them  be  as  though  they  had  them 
not  and  they  that  use  the  world,  let  them  be  as  not  using  it' 

Also  concerning  the  widow,  he  saith,  "  Let  her  marry  to  whom  she  will,  only  To  marry 
in  the  Lord."   [1  Cor.  vii.  39.]   To  marry  in  the  Lord  is  nothing  else  but  to  ^J^r 
attempt  nothing  in  contraction  of  matrimony,  which  the  Lord  doth  forbid. 
Jeremy  also  saith,  "  Trust  not  in  the  words  of  lies,  saying,  The  tempJ[e  of  the 
Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord."  [Jer.  vii.  4.]  The  which 
saying  of  Jeremy,  Hierome  expounded)  thus,  "  This  may  agree  also,  and  be 
applied  to  such  virgins  as  brag  and  vaunt  of  their  virginity  with  an  impudent 
face,  pretending  chastity  when  they  have  another  thing  in  their  conscience,  and 
know  not  how  the  apostle  defineth  the  virgin,  that  she  should  be  holy  in  body,  What  a 
and  also  in  spirit    For  what  availeth  the  chastity  of  the  body,  if  the  mind  \'.rKln.u 
itself  be  unchaste,  or  if  it  have  not  the  other  virtues,  which  the  prophetical  ^  ^e 
sermon  doth  describe  ?  the  which  virtues,  forasmuch  as  we  see  partly  to  be  in  r 
vou  ;  and  because  we  are  not  ignorant  that  this  discretion,  although  neglected 
in  this  part,  yet  in  the  other  actions  of  your  life  is  kept  honestly  of  you,  we 
do  not  despair  but  you  will  also  soon  amend  the  little  lack  which  is  behind ; 
and  therefore  with  as  much  gravity  as  we  can,  we  cease  not  to  call  upon  you, 
to  correct  and  amend  this  your  negligence.    For  although,  according  to  our 
common  calling,  a  bishop  is  greater  than  a  priest,  and  Augustine  was  less 
than  Hierome,  notwithstanding,  the  good  correction  proceeding  from  the  lesser 


(1)  Bow  far  our  author  if  correct  in  tbU  awful  statement  the  Editor  ha*  no  means  of  proving. 
U  the  itandard  of  religioua  faith  and  practice  in  the  RomUh  Church,  "  Dens'  Theology."  must  be 
viewed  only  aa  an  incentive  to  Crimea,  the  blackest  and  the  deepest,  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
>t  »n.M  be  inconaistent  to  expect  that  the  darker  ages  of  the  ninth  century,  under  the  foatering 


circ  ff  the  name  church,  would  be  wanting  in  the  most  aggravated  instances  of  human  depravity. 
^>"e  the  Church  of  Home  retains  on  her  escutcheon,  "  forbidding  to  marry,"  the  raises  a  barrier 
t.»  irjTTijn  happinesa,  and  opens  a  door  to  all  iniquity;  in  a  word,  she  enjoins  that  which 
who    the  great  apostle  St.  Paul  declared,  had  "  departed  from  the  faith,"  were 

•Aing  lies  Ui  hypocrisy,"  and  bad 


reducing  spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils,"  "  speak 
scared  with  a  hot  iron."   1  Tim.  iv.  1— 3.— £». 
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to  the  greater,  was  not  to  be  refused  or  disdained,  especially  when  he  who  is 
.  n  corrected  is  found  to  strive  against  the  truth,  to  please  men.  For,-  as 
St  Augustine  saith,  writing  to  Boniface,  "  The  disputations  of  all  men,  be  they 
never  so  catholic  or  approved  persons,  ought  not  to  be  had  instead  of  the 
canonical  Scriptures,  so  that  we  may  disprove  or  refuse  (saving  the  honour 
and  reverence  which  is  due  unto  them)  any  thing  that  is  in  their  writings,  if 
any  thing  there  be  found  contrary  to  truth.  And  what  can  be  found  more 
contrary  to  the  truth  than  this  ?  When,  as  the  Truth  himself,  speaking  of 
continency,  not  of  one  only,  but  of  all  together  (the  number  only  excepted  of 
which  have  professed  continency),  saith,  "  He  that  can  take,  let  him 
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take ;"  the  which  saying  these  men,  moved,  I  cannot  tell  by  what  cause,  do 
turn  and  say,  "  He  that  cannot  take,  let  him  be  accursed.  And  what  can 
be  more  foolish  amongst  men,  than  when  any  bishop  or  archdeacon  run  them- 
selves headlong  into  all  kinds  of  lust  ?  yet  shame  not  to  say,  that  the  chaste 
marriage  of  priests  is  in  ill  savour  with  them ;  and,  as  void  of  all  compassion 
and  true  righteousness,  do  not  desire  or  admonish  their  clerks,  as  their  fellow- 
servants,  to  abstain,  but  command  them,  and  enforce  them  as  servants  violently 
to  abstain.  Unto  the  which  imperious  commandment  of  theirs,  or  counsel 
(whichever  you  will  call  it)  they  add  also  this  foolish  and  scandalous  suggestion, 
The  ab-  saying,  M  that  it  is  more  honest  privately  to  lead  the  life  of  a  libertine,  than 
K^jy  IP* ™y  m  ^ne  right  and  consciences  of  many  men  to  be  bound  to  one  wife." 
I^n  "»ry  The  which  truly  they  would  not  say,  if  they  were  either  of  him,  or  in  him,  who 
Ms£N  saith,  "  Woe  to  you  Pharisees,  which  do  all  things  before  men."  And  so  the 
Psalmist,  "  Because  they  please  men  they  are  confounded,  for  the  Lord  hath 
despised  them."  [Ps.  liii.  5.]  These  be  the  men  who  ought  to  persuade  us 
that  we  should  rather  shame  to  sin  privily  in  the  sight  of  Him,  to  whom  all 
things  be  open,  than  seem  in  the  sight  of  men  to  be  clean.  These  men 
therefore,  although  through  their  sinful  wickedness  they  deserve  no  counsel  of 
godliness  to  be  given  them,  yet  we,  not  forgetting  our  humanity,  cease  not  to 
give  them  counsel,  by  the  authority  of  Gou  s  word,  which  seeketh  all  men's 
salvation,  desiring  them  by  the  bowels  of  charity,  and  saying,  with  the  words 
of  Scripture,  "  Cast  out,  thou  hypocrite,  first  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye, 
and  then  thou  shalt  see  to  cast  the  mote  out  of  the  eye  of  thy  brother." 

Moreover,  this  also  we  desire  them  to  attend  to,  what  the  Lord  saith  of 
the  adulterous  woman,  "  Which  of  you  that  is  without  sin,  let  him  cast  the 
first  stone  against  her."  As  though  he  would  say,  "  If  Moses  bid  you,  I  also 
bid  you."  But  yet  I  require  you  that  be  the  competent  ministers  and  executors 
of  the  law,  take  heed  what  you  add  thereunto ;  take  heed  also,  I  pray  you, 
what  you  are  yourselves :  for  if,  as  the  Scripture  saith,  thou  shalt  well 
consider  thyself,  thou  wilt  never  defame  or  detract  from  another. 

Moreover,  it  is  signified  unto  us  also,  that  some  there  be  of  them,  who,  when 
they  ought  like  good  shepherds  to  give  their  lives  for  the  Lord's  flock,  yet  are 
they  puffed  up  with  such  pride,  that  without  all  reason  they  presume  to  rend 
and  tear  the  Lord's  flock  with  whippings  and  beatings ;  whose  unreasonable 
doings  St  Gregory  bewailing,  thus  saith,  "  Quid  fiat  de  ovibus  quando  pastores 
lupi  fiunt  V  that  is,  "  What  sliall  become  of  the  sheep  when  the  pastors  them- 
selves be  wolves  ?"  But  who  is  overcome,  but  he  who  excrciseth  cruelty  ? 
Or  who  shall  judge  the  persecutor,  but  he  who  gave  patiently  his  back  to 
stripes?  And  this  is  the  fruit  which  cometh  to  the  church  by  such  persecutors, 
also  which  cometh  to  the  clergy  by  such  despiteful  handling  of  their  bishops, 
or  rather  infidels.  For  why  may  you  not  call  them  infidels,  of  whom  St.  Paul 
thus  speaketh,  and  writcth  to  Timothy  ?  That,  "  in  the  latter  days  there  shall 
certain  depart  from  the  faith,  and  give  heed  to  spirits  of  error  and  doctrine 
of  devils  :  that  speak  false  through  hypocrisy,  having  their  consciences  marked 
with  a  hot  iron,  forbidding  to  marry,  and  commanding  to  abstain  from  meats." 
[1  Tim.  iv.  1 — 3.]  And  this  is,  if  it  be  well  marked,  the  whole  handful  of  the 
darnel  and  cockle  growing  amongst  the  corn  :  this  is  the  covent  of  all  madness ; 
that  while  they  of  the  clergy  be  compelled  to  relinquish  the  company  of  their 
own  lawful  wives,  they  become  afterward  fornicators  and  adulterers,  and  wicked 
ministers  of  other  sinful  filthiness.  These  be  they  that  bring  into  the  church 
of  God  this  heresy,  as  blind  guides  leading  the  blind ;  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
which  the  Psalmist  speaketh  of,  as  foreseeing  the  errors  of  such  men,  and 
accursing  them  after  this  manner,  "  Let  their  eyes  be  blinded,  that  they  see 
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not,  and  bow  down  always  their  back."  [Ps.  lxix.  23.]    For  so  much  then,  O  BtWvJf. 

rttolical  sir  !  as  no  man  who  knoweth  you,  is  ignorant,  that  if  you  through  7 
light  of  your  discretion  had  understood  and  seen  what  poisoned  pestilence      '  _ ' 
might  have  come  into  the  church  through  the  sentence  of  tins  your  decree,  you  . 
would  never  have  consented  to  the  suggestions  of  certain  wicked  persons. 
Wherefore,  we  counsel  you,  by  the  fidelity  of  our  due  subjection,  mat  with  all 
diligence  you  would  put  away  so  great  slander  from  the  church  of  God ;  and 
through  your  discreet  discipline,  you  will  remove  this  Pharisaical  doctrine  from 
the  flock  of  God :  so  that  this  only  Shunamite  of  the  Lord's  (using  no  more 
adulterous  husbands)  do  not  separate  the  holy  people  and  the  kingly  priesthood 
from  her  spouse  which  is  Christ,  through  an  irrecoverable  divorcement: 
seeing  that  no  man  without  chastity  (not  only  in  the  virgin  s  state,  but  also  in 
the  state  of  matrimony)  shall  see  our  Lord,  who,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  liveth  and  reigneth  for  ever.  Amen.l 

By  the  above  epistle  of  Bishop  Hulderickc  the  matter  is  plain, 
gentle  reader,  to  conceive  what  was  then  the  sentence  of  learned  men 
concerning  the  marriage  of  ministers  :  but  here,  by  the  way,  the  reader 
is  to  be  admonished,  that  this  epistle,  which  by  error  of  the  writer 
is  referred  to  Pope  Nicholas  L,  in  my  mind  is  rather  to  be  attributed 
to  the  name  and  time  of  Nicholas  II.  or  III. 

After  this  Pope  Nicholas  succeeded  Adrian  II.,  John  IX.,  and 
Mart  in  us  II.  After  these  came  Adrian  III.,  and  Stephen  V.  By 
this  Adrian  it  was  first  decreed,  That  no  emperor  after  that  time 
should  intermeddle  or  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  election  of  the 
pope;  and  thus  began  the  emperors  first  to  decay,  and  the  papacy  to 
swell  and  rise  aloft.  Thus  much  concerning  Romish  matters  for 
this  time. 

To  return  to  where  we  left  off,  touching  the  story  of  King 
Ethclwolf.  About  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  the  Danes,  who 
before  had  invaded  the  realm,  in  the  time  of  King  Egbert,  as  is 
above  declared,  now  made  their  entry  again,  with  three  and  thirty 
ships  arriving  about  Hampshire ;  through  the  barbarous  tyranny  of 
whom  much  bloodshed  and  murder  happened  here  among  the 
English,  in  Dorsetshire,  about  Portsmouth,  in  Kent,  in  East  Anglia, 
in  Lindsey,  at  Rochester,  about  London,  and  in  Wessex,  where 
Ethelwolf,  the  king,  was  overcome,  besides  divers  other  kings  and 
dukes,  whom  the  Danes,  daily  approaching  in  great  multitudes,  in 
divers  victories  had  put  to  flight.  At  length  King  Ethelwolf,  with 
his  son  Ethelbald,  warring  against  them  in  Southery,  at  Oclca,  drave 
them  to  the  sea  ;  where  they  hovering  a  space,  after  a  while  burst  in 
again  with  horrible  rage  and  cruelty,  as  hereafter  (Christ  willing)  shall 
be  declared,  as  much  as  to  our  purpose  shall  serve,  professing  in  this 
history  to  write  not  of  matters  extern  and  politic,  but  only  pertaining 
to  the  church.  The  cause  of  this  great  affliction  6ent  of  God  unto 
this  realm,  thus  I  found  expressed  and  collected  in  a  certain  old 
written  story,  which  hath  no.  name :  the  words  of  which  writer,  for 
the  same  cause  as  he  thought  to  recite  them,  (writing,  as  he  saith, 
"ad  cautelam  futurorum,")  I  thought  also  for  the  same  here  not  to 
be  omitted,  albeit  in  all  parts  of  his  commendation  I  do  not  fully 
with  him  accord.    The  words  of  the  writer  be  these:2 — 

(I)  larenirux  h«c  epistola  in  retutti*  membranaceb  HbrU  (teitante  Wjrrico  in  catalog), 
Mraunit  ejusUem  epistola-  Mneu  Sylvius,  in  sua  peregrinatione,  et  German!*  detcriptione. 

(!)  "  In  Angtorum  quidem  Eccleiia  primitive  religio  clariMimc  reapk-nduit :  ita  ut  Re<rei 
*  Ktfin«.  et  Principe*  ac  Dncc».  Coutulei.  et  Baronei,"  etc.— Ex  »etmto  examplo  hUtwi* 
C*ri*n«.  W  C.  I. 
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Biheiuvif    "  In  the  primitive  church  of  the  Englishmen,  religion  did  most  clearly  shine, 
7  "    ~  insomuch  that  kings,  queens,  princes  and  dukes,  consuls,  barons,  and  rulers  of 
*  '   churches,  incensed  with  the  desire  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  labouring  and 
'   striving  among  themselves  to  enter  into  monkery,  into  voluntary  exile  and 
mu-     "  solitary  life,  forsook  all,  and  followed  the  Lord.   Where,  in  process  of  time,  all 
rause*  of  virtue  so  much  decayed  among  them,  that  in  fraud  and  treachery  none  seemed 
J^'j      like  unto  them :  neither  was  to  them  any  thing  odious  or  hateful,  but  piety 
whrroi.y  aiu'  justice;  neither  any  thing  in  price  or  honour,  but  civil  war  and  shedding 
the  n-aim  of  innocent  blood.  Wherefore,  Almighty  God  sent  upon  them  pagan  and  cruel 
Unri"wa«  nations,  hke  swarms  of  bees,  which  neither  spared  women  nor  children,  as 
•roui-Kcd  Danes,  Norwegians,  Goths,  Suevians,  Vandals,  and  Frisians:  who,  from  the 
by  tha     beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  Ethclwolf  till  the  coming  of  the  Normans, 
anc**    by  the  space  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  thirty  years,  destroyed  their  sinful 
land  from  the  one  side  of  the  sea  to  the  other,  from  man  also  to  beast 
For  why  ?  they,  invading  England  ofttimes  of  every  side,  went  not  about  to 
subdue  and  possess  it,  but  only  to  spoil  and  destroy  it    And  if  it  had 
chanced  them  at  any  time  to  be  overcome  of  the  English,  it  availed  nothing, 
since  other  navies  with  still  greater  power  in  other  places  were  ready  upon  a 
sudden  and  unawares  to  approach  upon  them." 

Thus  far  have  you  the  words  of  mine  author,  declaring  the  cause 
which  provoked  God's  anger :   whereunto  may  be  adjoined  the 
wickedness,  not  only  of  them  but  of  their  forefathers  also  before  them, 
who,  falsely  breaking  the  faith  and  promise  made  with  the  Britons, 
did  cruelly  murder  their  nobles,  wickedly  oppress  their  commons, 
impiously  persecute  the  innocent  Christians,  injuriously  possess 
their  land  and  habitation  :  chasing  the  inhabitants  out  of  house 
and  country,  besides  the  violent  murder  of  the  monks  of  Bangor, 
and  divers  foul  slaughters  among  the  poor  Britons,  who  sent  for  them 
to  be  their  helpers.    Wherefore  God  s  just  recompencc  falling  upon 
them  from  that  time,  never  suffered  them  to  be  quiet  from  foreign 
enemies,  till  the  coming  of  William  the  Norman. 
Thcfir»t      Moreover,  concerning  the  outward  occasions  given  on  the  part 
ofthe"'  °^      ^n£hsh,  by  which  the  Danes  were  first  moved  to  invade  the 
u*ne«.    realm,  I  find  in  certain  stories  two  most  specially  assigned  ;  the  one 
unjustly  given,  and  justly  taken,  the  other  not  given  justly,  and 
unjustly  taken.1  Of  these  two,  the  first  was  given  in  Northumberland, 
by  means  of  Osbright,  reigning  under-king  of  the  West  Saxons,  in 
the  north  parts.     This  Osbright  upon  a  time  journeying  by  the 
t     way,  turned  into  the  house  of  one  of  his  nobles  called  Bruer,  who, 
having  at  home  a  wife  of  great  beauty  (he  being  absent  abroad),  the 
king  after  his  dinner,  allured  with  the  excellency  of  her  beauty,  did 
*     sorely  ill  treat  her  :  whereupon,  she  being  greatly  dismayed  and  vexed 
in  her  mind,  made  her  moan  to  her  husband  on  his  return,  of  this 
violence  and  injury  received.    Bruer  consulting  with  his  friends,  first 
went  to  the  king,  resigning  into  his  hands  all  such  service  and 
possessions  as  he  did  hold  of  him :  that  done,  he  took  shipping  and 
sailed  into  Denmark,  where  he  had  great  friends,  and  had  his  bringing 
codrinui  up  before.  There,  making  his  moan  to  Codrinus  the  king,  he  desired 
•ndYn-*'  ft,s  a'd  m  revenging  the  great  villany  of  Osbright  against  him  and 
5i,u"bjr<1  Ins  wife.    Codrinus  hearing  this,  and  glad  to  have  some  just  quarrel 
eapuini  to  enter  the  land,  levied  an  army  with  all  speed,  and  preparing  all 
i»»nc«.    things  necessary  for  the  same,  sendeth  forth  Inguar  and  Hubba, 
two  brethren,  his  chief  captains,  with  an  innumerable  multitude  of 


(l)  Ex  HUtoria  Joroaleml. 
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Danes,  into  England  ;  who  first  arriving  at  Holderness,  there  burnt  eimvqi/. 
up  the  country,  and  killed  without  mercy  both  men,  women,  and  A.  IX 
children,  whom  they  could  lay  hands  upon.    Then  inarching  towards  858. 
York,  they  joined  in  battle  with  the  aforesaid  Osbright,  where  he 
with  the  most  part  of  his  army  was  slain ;  and  so  the  Danes 
obtained  possession  of  the  city  of  York.    Others  say,  and  it  is  a.d.  «>7. 
by  the  most  part  of  story  writers  recorded,  that  the  chief  cause  Another 
of  the  coming  of  Inguar  and  Hubba  with  the  Danes,  was,  to  ul"  «>ni- 
bc  revenged  of  King  Edmund,  reigning  under  the  West  Saxons  of 
over  the  East  Angles  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  for  the  murder  of  i*r,w. 
a  certain  Dane,  father  to  Inguar  and  Hubba,  which  was  falsely 
imputed  to  King  Edmund.    The  story  is  thus  told. 

u  A  certain  nobleman  of  the  Danes,  of  the  king's  stock,  called 
Lothbroke,  father  to  Inguar  and  Hubba,  entering  upon  a  time  with 
his  hawk  into  a  certain  skiff  or  cock-boat  alone,  by  chance,  through 
tempest,  was  driven  with  his  hawk  to  the  coast  of  Norfolk,  named 
Rudham,  where  he,  being  found  and  detained,  was  presented  to 
the  king.  The  king  understanding  his  parentage,  and  seeing  his 
case,  entertained  him  in  his  court  accordingly ;  and  every  day  more 
and  more  perceiving  his  activity  and  great  dexterity  in  hunting 
and  hawking,  bare  special  favour  unto  him,  insomuch  that  the  king's 
falconer,  or  master  of  game,  bearing  privy  envy  against  him,  secretly, 
as  they  were  hunting  together  in  a  wood,  did  murder  him,  and  threw 
him  into  a  bush.  This  Lothbroke,  being  murdered,  within  two  or 
three  days  began  to  be  missed  in  the  king's  house ;  of  whom  no 
tidings  could  be  heard,  but  only  by  a  spaniel  dog  of  his,  which  con- 
tinuing in  the  wood,  with  the  corpse  of  his  master,  at  sundry  times  Murder 

•  111"        will  out 

came  and  fawned  upon  the  king  so  long,  that  at  length  they,  following 
the  trace  of  the  hound,  were  brought  to  the  place  where  Lothbroke 
lay.  Whereupon,  inquisition  being  made,  at  length,  by  certain  cir- 
cumstances of  words  and  other  evidences,  it  was  known  how  and  by 
whom  he  was  murdered ;  that  was,  by  the  king's  huntsman,  named 
Berike ;  who  thereupon  being  convicted,  was  put  into  the  same  boat 
of  Lothbroke,  alone,  and  without  any  tackling,  to  drive  by  seas,  and 
thus  either  to  be  saved  by  the  weather,  or  to  be  drowned  in  the  deep. 
As  it  chanced  that  Lothbroke  was  driven  from  Denmark  to  Norfolk, 
so  it  happened  that  from  Norfolk  Berike  was  carried  into  Denmark, 
where  the  boat  of  Lothbroke  being  well  known,  hands  were  laid  upon 
him,  and  inquisition  made  of  the  party.  In  fine,  in  his  torments,  to 
save  himself,  he  uttered  an  untruth  of  King  Edmund,  saying, 
4  That  the  king  had  put  Lothbroke  to  death  in  the  county  of  Norfolk." 
Whereupon  grudge  first  was  conceived,  then  an  army  appointed,  and 
great  multitudes  sent  into  England  to  revenge  that  fact,  where  they, 
arriving  in  Northumberland,  destroyed,  as  is  said,  those  parts  first. 
From  thence  sailing  into  Norfolk,  they  exercised  the  like  tyranny  there 
upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  especially  upon  the  innocent  prince 
and  blessed  martyr  of  God,  King  Edmund."  Concerning  the  further 
declaration  of  this  hereafter  shall  follow  (Christ  our  Lord  so  per- 
mitting) more  to  be  spoken,  as  place  and  observation  of  time  and 
years  shall  require. 

In  the  mean  season,  King  Ethclwolf,  as  already  noticed  in  this 
chapter,  when  he  had  chased  the  aforesaid  Danes  from  place  to 

vol.  if.  C 
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sariboid.  place,  causing  them  to  take  the  sea,  in  the  mean  while  departeth 
A.D.  himself  both  from  land  and  lite,  leaving  behind  him  four  sons,  who 
858.  reigned  every  one  in  his  order,  after  the  decease  of  their  father; 
the  names  of  whom  were  Ethclbald,  Ethelbright,  Ethelred,  and 

^'Jj^  Alfred  or  Alured. 


ETHELBALD,  ETHELBERT,  AND  ETHELRED  I. 


A.D.       King  Ethclbald,  the  eldest  son  of  Ethelwolf,  succeeding  his  father 
858.   in  the  province  of  West  Sax,  and  Ethelbert  in  the  province  of  Kent, 
reigned  both  together  the  term  of  five  years,  one  with  the  other. 
Ethclbald  left  this  infamy  behind  him  in  stories,  namely,  that  of 
marrying  his  stepmother,  wife  to  his  own  father,  named  Judith. 
a  d.  sr.r.  After  these  two  succeeded  Ethelred,  the  third  son,  who,  in  his  time, 
Etheircd.  wag  go  incumDered  witli  the  Danes  bursting  in  on  every  side,  especially 
imnled    fth°ut  York,  which  city  they  then  spoiled  and  burnt  up,  that  he  in  one 
by  the    year  stood  in  nine  battles  against  them,  with  the  help  of  Alfred  his 
Wither.    In  the  beginning  of  this  king^s  reign,  the  Danes  landed  in 
East  England,  or  Norfolk  and  SufTolk.    But,  as  Fabian  writeth,  they 
were  compelled  to  forsake  that  country,  and  so  taking  shipping  again, 
sailed  northward,  and  landed  in  Northumberland,  where  they  were 
met  by  the  kings  then  reigning  there,  called  Osbright  and  Ella, 
who  gave  them  a  strong  fight;  but,  notwithstanding,  the  Danes, 
with  the  help  of  such  as  inhabited  the  country,  won  the  city  of  York, 
and  held  it  a  certain  season,  as  is  above  premised. 

In  the  reign  of  this  Ethelred  I.,  the  Northumberlanders  rebelling 
against  the  king,  thought  to  recover  the, former  state  of  their  kingdom 
out  of  the  West  Saxons'1  hands;  by  reason  of  which  discord,  as 
happeneth  in  all  lands  where  dissension  is,  the  strength  of  the 
English  nation  was  not  a  little  weakened,  and  the  Danes  the  more 
thereby  prevailed. 

a.d.  8ro.  In  the  latter  time  of  the  reign  of  this  King  Ethelred  I.,  which  was 
about  a.d.  870,  certain  of  the  aforesaid  Danes  being  thus  possessed 
of  the  north  country,  after  their  cruel  persecution  and  murder  done 
there,  as  partly  is  noticed  before,  took  shipping  from  thence,  intend- 
ing to  sail  toward  the  East  Angles, who,  by  the  way  upon  the  sea,  met 
with  a  fleet  of  Danes,  whereof  the  captains  or  leaders  were  named 
Inguar  and  Hubba;  who,  joining  together  in  one  council,  made  all 
one  course,  and  lastly  landed  in  East  England,  or  Norfolk,  and  in 
Rt.  Ed-  process  of  time  came  to  Thctford.  Thereof  hearing,  Edmund,  then 
k!nRdof  under-king  of  that  province,  assembled  a  host  and  gave  them  battle ; 
but  Edmund  and  his  company  were  forced  to  forsake  tbe  field,  and 
the  king,  with  a  few  persons,  fled  unto  the  castle  of  Framlingham, 
whom  the  Danes  pursued  ;  but  he  a  short  while  after  yielded  himself 
to  the  persecution  of  the  Danes,  answering  in  this  manner  to  the 
messenger,  who  addressed  him  in  the  name  of  Inguar,  prince  of  the 
Danes,  "  wh>  most  victoriouslY,"  saith  he,  "  was  come  with  innu- 
merable legions  subduing  both  by  sea  and  land  many  nations  unto 
him ;  and  so  now  arrived  in  those  parts  requircth  him  likewise  to 
submit  himself,  yielding  to  him  his  hid  treasures,  and  all  other  goods 
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of  his  ancestors,  and  so  to  reign  under  him  :  which  thing  if  he  would  Ktk*ir«i. 
not  do,  he  should,"  said  he,  "be  judged  unworthy  both  of  life  and  a. I), 
reign."    Edmund,  hearing  of  this  proud  message  of  the  pagan,  con-  870. 
suited  with  certain  of  his  friends,  and  among  others,  with  one  of  his 
bishops,  who  was  then  his  secretary ;  who,  seeing  the  present  danger 
of  the  king,  gave  him  counsel  to  yield  to  the  conditions.  Upon 
this  the  king  pausing  a  little  with  himself,  at  length  rendered  this 
answer,  bidding  the  messenger  go  tell  his  lord  in  these  words,  "that 
Edmund,  a  christian  king,  for  the  love  of  temporal  life,  will  not 
submit  himself  to  a  pagan  duke,  unless  he  first  would  be  a 
Christian.1"    Immediately  upon  the  same,  the  wicked  and  crafty 
Dane,  approaching  in  most  nasty  speed  upon  the  king,  encountered 
with  him  in  battle,  as  some  say,  at  Thetford ;  where  the  king  being 
put  to  the  worse,  and  pitying  the  terrible  slaughter  of  his  men,  think- 
ing with  himself  rather  to  submit  his  own  person  to  danger,  than 
that  his  people  should  be  slain,  did  fly,  as  Fabian  saith,  to  the  castle  The  p«- 
of  Framlingham,  or,  as  mine  author  writeth,  to  Halesdon,  now  Md°ro«- 
called  St.  Edmundsbury,  where  this  blessed  man,  being  on  every  t^tT^.ot 
side  compassed  by  his  cruel  enemies,  yielded  himself  to  their  per-  round, 
secution.    And,  for  that  he  would  not  renounce  or  deny  Christ  the*K*»t 
and  Ids  laws,  they  therefore  most  cruelly  bound  him  unto  a  tree,  and 
caused  him  to  be  shot  to  death ;  and,  lastly,  caused  his  head  to  be  Oum, 
smitten  from  his  body  and  cast  into  the  thick  bushes;  which  head 
and  body  at  the  same  time  by  his  friends  were  taken  up,  and  solemnly 
buried  at  the  said  Halesdon,  otherwise  now  named  St.  Edmunds- 
bury  :  whose  brother,  named  Edwold,  notwithstanding  of  right  the 
kingdom  fell  next  unto  him,  setting  apart  the  liking  and  pleasure  of 
the  world,  became  a  hermit,  of  the  abbey  of  Cerum,  in  the  county 
of  Dorset. 

After  the  martyrdom  of  this  blessed  Edmund,  when  the  cruel 
Danes  had  sufficiently  robbed  and  spoiled  that  country,  they  took 
again  their  ships,  and  landed  in  Southery,  and  continued  their  journey 
till  they  came  to  the  town  of  Reading,  and  there  won  the  town  with  Readin* 
the  castle,  where,  as  Cambrensis  saith,  within  three  days  of  their  !fken  bJr 
coming  thither,  the  aforesaid  Inguar  and  Hubba,  captains  of  the  n»nes, 
Danes,  as  they  went  in  pursuit  of  their  prey  or  booty,  were  slain  at  mlarwid 
a  place  called  Englefieki.    These  princes  of  the  Danes  thus  slain,  JJgJ* 
the  rest  of  them  kept  whole  together,  in  such  wise  that  the  West 
Saxons  might  take  of  them  no  advantage,  but  yet,  within  a  few 
days  after,  the  Danes  were  holden  so  short,  that  they  were  forced  to 
issue  out  of  the  castle  and  to  defend  themselves  in  open  battle ;  in 
the  which,  by  the  industry  of  King  Ethelred  and  of  Alfred  his 
brother,  the  Danes  were  discomfited,  and  many  of  them  slain,  which 
discomfort  made  them  fly  again  into  the  castle,  and  there  keep  them 
for  a  certain  time.    The  king  then  committing  the  charge  of  them  to 
Ethelwold,  duke  of  Baroke,  or  Berkshire,  departed.    But  when  the 
Danes  knew  of  the  king's  departure,  they  brake  suddenly  out  of  Duke 
their  hold,  took  the  duke  unprovided,  and  slew  him  and  much  JJJ*1 
of  his  people ;  and  so,  joining  themselves  with  others  that  were  •lain, 
scattered  in  the  country,  embattled  them  in  such  wise,  that  of  them 
*as  gathered  a  strong  host. 
As  the  tidings  hereof  were  brought  to  King  Ethelred,  which  put 
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Eiktiffi.  him  in  great  heaviness,  word  also  was  brought  the  same  time  of 
A.D.  the  landing  of  Osrick,  king  of  Denmark,  who,  with  the  assistance 
871.  of  the  other  Danes,  had  gathered  a  great  host,  and  were  embattled 
o„ric*r~  upon  Ashdon.  To  this  battle  King  Ethelred,  with  his  brother 
remark  Alfred,  forced  by  great  need,  hastened,  to  withstand  the  Danes,  at 
innd. thin  which  time  the  king  a  little  staying  behind,  being  yet  at  his  service, 
Ei.gtand.  ^|frec^  wjlo  wag  como  in  before,  had  entered  already  into  the  whole 

fight  with  the  Danes,  who  struck  together  with  huge  violence.1  Tho 
king  being  required  to  make  speed,  and  being  then  at  service  and 
meditations,  such  was  his  devotion,  that  he  would  not  stir  out  one 
foot  before  the  service  was  fully  complete.  In  the  meanwhile, 
the  Danes  so  fiercely  invaded  Alfred  and  his  men,  that  they  won 

tioo°aHd  tnc  ^  an(*  tne  cnr'st'an  men  wcre  m  tnc  va^c)%  ano*  m  g^t  danger 
p'mvc"    to  lose  the  field.    Nevertheless,  through  the  grace  of  God,  and  their 

fri°tiimelc  g°dly  manhood,  the  king  coming  from  his  service,  with  his  fresh  . 
ofbaitie.  soldiers,  recovered  the  hill  of  the  infidels,  and  so  discomfited  the 
JJ*  Danes  that  day,  that  in  flying  away  not  only  they  lost  the  victory,  but 
•ve"-"  most  part  of  them  their  lives  also,  insomuch  that  their  duke  or  king, 
AaMan.*  Osrick  or  Osegc,  and  five  of  their  other  dukes,  with  much  of  their 
people  were  slain,  and  the  rest  chased  unto  Reading  town. 

After  this  the  Danes  yet  re-assembled  their  people,  and  gathered 
a  new  host,  so  that  within  fifteen  days  they  met  at  Basingstoke,  and 
there  gave  battle  to  the  king,  and  had  the  better.  Then  the  king 
again  gathered  his  men,  which  at  that  field  were  dispersed,  and 
with  fresh  soldiers  accompanying  them,  met  the  Danes,  within  two 
battteal  mon^8  aftcr»  a^  the  town  of  Merton,  where  he  gave  them  a  sharp 
Mertou.  battle,  so  that  much  people  were  slain  as  well  of  the  Christians  as 
of  the  Danes ;  but,  in  the  end,  the  Danes  had  the  honour  of  the 
field,  and  King  Ethelred  was  wounded,  and  therefore  fain  to  save 
himself. 

After  these  two  fields  thus  won  by  the  Danes,  they  obtained  great 
circuit  of  ground,  and  destroyed  man  and  child  that  would  not  yield 
to  them  ;  and  churches  and  temples  they  turned  to  the  use  of  stables, 
and  other  vile  occupations. 

Thus  the  king,  being  beset  with  enemies  on  every  side,  seeing  the 
land  so  miserably  oppressed  of  the  Danes,  his  knights  and  soldiers 
consumed,  his  own  land  of  West  Saxons  in  such  desolation,  he  being 
also  wounded  himself,  but  specially  for  that  he,  sending  Ins  commis- 
sions into  Northumberland,  Mercia,  and  East  Anglia,  could  have  of 
them  but  small  or  little  comfort,  because  they,  through  wicked 
rebellion,  were  more  willing  to  take  the  part  of  the  Danes  than  of 
their  king,  was  sore  perplexed  therewithal,  as  the  other  kings  were 
both  before  him  and  after  him  at  that  time,  so  that  as  Malmesbury 
witnesscth,  "  magis  optarcnt  honestum  cxitium,  quam  tarn  acerbum 
impcrium  :**  that  is,  "  they  rather  wished  honestly  to  die,  than  with 
Fuf  irtd  SUC^  k°u^c  and  sorrow  to  reign."  And  thus  this  king  not  long  after 
'  deceased,  when  he  had  reigned,  as  Fabian  saith,  eight  years,  or,  as 
Malmesbury  writeth,  but  five  years,  during  which  time,  notwith- 
standing his  so  great  troubles  and  vexations  in  martial  affairs  (as  is 
in  some  stories  mentioned),  he  founded  the  house  or  college  of  canons 

(I)  Ex  Guliel.  M-lmestx.'rienti.    R*  HiMoria  Jornaien.l.    Ex  Fabiano  ct  allU. 
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at  Exeter,  and  was  buried  at  the  Abbey  of  Winborn,  or  Woburn, 
after  whose  decease,  for  lack  of  issue  of  his  body,  the  rule  of  the  land  a.!>. 
fell  unto  his  brother  Alfred.  871. 


ALFRED,1  OTHERWISE  CALLED  ALURED. 

Among  the  Saxon  kings  hitherto  in  this  history  mentioned,  I  find 
few  or  none  to  be  preferred,  or  even  to  be  compared,  to  this 
Alfred,  or  Alured,  for  the  great  and  singular  qualities  in  this  king, 
worthy  of  high  renown  and  commendation — whether  we  behold  in 
him  the  valiant  acts  and  manifold  travails  which  he  continually,  from 
time  to  time,  sustained  against  his  enemies  in  war,  during  almost  all 
the  time  of  his  reign,  for  the  public  preservation  of  his  people ;  or 
whether  we  consider  in  him  his  godly  and  excellent  virtues,  joined 
with  a  public  and  tender  care,  and  a  zealous  study  for  the  common 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  weal  public,  appearing  as  well  in  his 
prudent  laws  by  him  both  carefully  set  forth,  and  with  the  like  care 
executed,  as  also  by  his  own  private  exercises  touching  the  virtuous 
institution  of  his  life;  or,  lastly,  whether  we  respect  that  in  him, 
which  with  equal  praise  matcheth  with  both  the  others  before,  that 
is,  his  notable  knowledge  of  good  letters,  with  a  fervent  love  and  King 
princely  desire  to  set  forth  the  same  through  all  his  realm,  before  his  ^[("^r* 
time  being  hoth  rude  and  barbarous.    All  these  heroical  properties,  {>*tn>;i™d 
joined  together  in  one  prince,  as  it  is  a  thing  most  rare,  and  seldom  c*m  g* 
seen  in  princes  now  a-days,  so  I  thought  the  same  the  more  to  be 
noted  and  exemplified  in  this  good  king,  thereby  either  to  move 
other  rulers  and  princes  in  these  our  days  to  his  imitation,  or  else, 
to  show  them  what  hath  been  in  times  past  in  their  ancestors,  which 
ought  to  be,  and  yet  is  not  found  in  them.    Wherefore,  of  these 
three  parts  to  discourse  either  part  in  order,  first  we  will  begin  to 
treat  of  his  acts  and  painful  travails  sustained  in  defence  of  the  realm 
public,  against  the  raging  tyranny  of  the  Danes,  as  they  are  described 
in  the  Latin  histories  of  Roger  Hoveden  and  Huntington,  whom 
Fabian  also  seemeth  in  this  part  somewhat  to  follow.    King  Alfred, 
therefore,  the  first  of  all  the  English  kings,  taking  his  Crown  and 
unction  at  Rome  of  Pope  Leo 2  (as  Malmesbury  and  Polychro- 
nicon  do  record),  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  perceiving  his  lords 
and  people  much  wasted  and  decayed  by  reason  of  the  great  wars  which 
Ethelred  had  against  the  Danes,  yet,  as  well  as  he  could,  gathered  a 
strength  of  men  unto  him ;  and,  in  the  second  month  that  he  was 
made  king,  he  met  with  the  Danes  beside  Wilton,  where  he  gave 
them  battle ;  but  being  far  over-matched  through  the  multitude  of 
the  contrary  part,  he  was  put  there  to  the  worse,  though  not  without 
a  great  slaughter  of  the  pagan  army,  wluch  army  of  the  Danes, 


(II  Edition  156 3,  P-  II.    Ed.  1583,  p.  141.    Ed.  1596.  p.  127.    Ed.  16S4,  vol.  I.  p.  157  — Ed. 

(2j  john  VIII..  the  hundred  and  kixth  bi*hop  of  Rome,  wai  choien  a.d.  872,  the  year  that 
Al&td  oouincd  the  irovernmcnt  °r  ni*  The  Leo  to  whom  our  author  rcfcr».  *m  I-eo  IV. 

«o  "hum  Alfred  »m  ««--nt  at  the  ajrc  of  four  year»,  to  be  educated,  [a.d.  854.]  Aperius,  who  wrote 
MrrfiJife  'inform.*  »»  'hat  Leo  confirmed  him,  adopted  him  for  hi*  ton,  and  anointed  him  Whir 
'"  hit  rtown  and  unction  at  Rome."  a*  Foxc  observe*),  but  of  what  kinndom  neither  that 
filer  hoT .»»  other  has  Informed  u».  The  kingdom  of  Wc»t  Saxou.  wai  then  held  by  hu  father, 
^««n.  a«ei  than  Alfrcd.-ED. 
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Aijrrd.  after  that  victory,  by  compact  made  with  King  Alfred  to  depart  out 
A.d.  of  his  dominion  of  West  Sax,  removed  from  Reading  to  London, 
873.    where  it  abode  all  that  winter.    Halden  their  king,  making  truce 
BurThred  tnere  with  Burthred,  king  of  Mcrcia,  the  following  year  left  those 
expcikd  parts,  and  drew  his  men  to  Lindscy,  robbing  and  spoiling  the  towns 
dom.  dfe»  and  villages  as  they  went,  and  holding  the  common  people  under 
MRome.  8ervjtu(je<    From  thence  they  proceeded  to  Repingdon,  where, 
joining  with  the  three  other  kings  of  the  Danes,  called  Surdrim, 
Osketell,  and  Hamond,  they  grew  thereby  to  mighty  force  and 
strength :  then,  dividing  their  army  into  two  parts,  the  one  half 
remained  with  Halden  in  the  country  of  Northumberland;  the 
residue  were  with  the  other  three  kings,  wintering  and  sojourning 
all  the  next  year  at  Grantbridge,  which  was  the  fourth  year  of  King 
a  d.  »74.  Alfred.    In  that  year  King  Alfred's  men  had  a  conflict  on  the  sea 
with  six  of  the  Danes'  ships,  of  which  they  took  one,  the  others  fled 
Roiio,    away.   Jn  the  same  year  went  Rollo,  the  Dane,  into  Normandy, 
*r2*duke  where  he  was  duke  thirty  years,  and  afterward  was  baptized  in  the 
mandj    fiuth  of  Clirist,  and  named  Robert.    The  aforesaid  army  of  the  three 
Danish  kings  above-mentioned,  from  Grantbridge  returned  again  to 
West  Saxony,  and  entered  the  Castle  of  Wareham,  where  King 
Alfred,  with  a  sufficient  power  of  men,  was  ready  to  assault  them ; 
but  the  Danes  seeing  his  strength  durst  not  encounter  with  him,  but 
sought  delays  till  more  aid  might  come.    In  the  mean  season  they 
were  constrained  to  entreat  for  a  truce,  leaving  also  sufficient  pledges 
in  the  king's  hand ;  promising,  moreover,  upon  their  oath,  to  leave 
the  country  of  the  West  Saxons.    The  king,  upon  this  surety,  let 
them  go;  but  they,  falsely  breaking  their  league,  privily  in  the  night 
brake  out,  taking  their  journey  toward  Exeter,  during  which  journey 
they  lost  six  score  of  their  small  ships  by  a  tempest  at  Sandwich,  as 
Henry  Huntingdon  in  his  story  recordeth.    Then  King  Alfred 
followed  after  the  horsemen  of  the  Danes,  but  could  not  overtake 
them  before  they  came  to  Exeter,  where  he  took  of  them  pledges 
and  fair  promises  of  peace,  and  so  returned.    Notwithstanding,  the 
number  of  the  pagans  did  daily  more  and  more  increase,  insomuch 
(as  one  of  my  authors  saith)  that  if  in  one  day  thirty  thousand  of 
them  were  slain,  shortly  after  they  increased  to  double  as  many. 
a.d.  B7u.  After  this  truce  taken  with  King  Alfred,  the  Danes  withdrew  to  the 
land  of  Mercia,  part  of  which  kingdom  they  kept  themselves,  and  part 
they  committed  to  one  Ceolulphus,  upon  condition  that  he  should 
be  vassal  to  them,  and  at  their  commandment,  with  his  people  at 
all  times. 

a  d.  977.  The  next  year  ensuing,  which  was  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  Alfred,  the  Danes  now  having  all  the  rule  of  the  north  part 
of  England,  from  the  river  Thames,  with  Mcrcia,  London,  and 
Essex,  disdained  that  Alfred  should  have  any  dominion  on  the  other 
side  of  Thames  southward.  Whereupon  the  aforesaid  three  kings, 
with  all  the  forces  and  strength  they  could  gather,  marched  toward 
Chippenham,  in  West  Sax,  with  such  a  multitude,  that  the  king  with 
his  people  was  not  able  to  resist  them ;  insomuch  that  of  the  people 
which  inhabited  there,  some  fled  over  the  sea,  some  remained  with 
the  king,  and  divers  submitted  themselves  to  the  Danes.  Thus 
King  Alfred  being  overset  with  a  multitude  of  enemies,  and  forsaken 
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of  his  people,  having  neither  land  to  hold,  nor  hope  to  recover  that  -^A**- 
which  he  bad  lost,  withdrew  himself  with  a  few  of  his  nobles  about  A.I), 
him,  into  a  certain  wood  country  in  Somersetshire,  called  Etheling,  S77. 
where  he  had  right  scant  to  live  upon,  but  such  as  he  and  his  people  Air^d 
might  procure  by  hunting  and  fishing.    This  Edcling,  or  Etheling,  J  'J^"'0 
or  Ethelingsey,  which  is  to  say,  the  Isle  of  Nobles,  standeth  in  a 
great  marsh  or  moor,  so  that  there  is  no  access  to  it  without 
ship  or  boat,  and  hath  in  it  a  great  wood  called  Selwood,  and  in 
the  middle  a  little  plain,  about  two  acres  of  ground :  in  this  isle  is 
venison,  and  other  wild  beasts,  with  fowl  and  fish  in  great  plenty. 
In  this  wood  King  Alfred,  at  his  first  coming,  espied  a  certain  desert 
cottage  of  a  poor  swineherd,  keeping  swine  in  the  wood,  named 
Dunwolf ;  by  whom  the  king,  then  unknown,  was  entertained  and  a  »win«- 
cherished  with  such  poor  fare  as  he  and  his  wife  could  make  him,  for  S3e 
which  King  Alfred  afterwards  set  the  poor  swineherd  to  learning,  {ftJXS 
and  made  him  bishop  of  Winchester. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  King  Alfred,  accompanied  with  a  few,  was 
thus  in  the  desert  wood,  waiting  the  event  of  these  miseries,  according 
to  certain  stories  a  poor  beggar  there  came  and  asked  alms  of  the 
king ;  and  the  night  following  he  appeared  to  the  king  in  his  sleep, 
saying,  his  name  was  Cuthbert,  promising  (as  sent  from  God  unto 
him  for  bis  good  charity)  great  victories  against  the  Danes.  But  let 
these  dreaming  fables  pass,  although  they  be  testified  by  divers 
authors.1  Notwithstanding,  the  king,  in  process  of  time,  was  more 
strengthened  and  comforted,  through  the  providence  of  God,  respecting 
the  miserable  ruin  of  the  English.  First,  the  brother  of  King  Halden 
the  Dane,  before-mentioned,  coming  in  with  tliree  and  thirty  ships, 
landed  about  Devonshire,  where  by  chance  being  resisted  by  an 
ambushmcnt  of  King  Alfred  s  men,  who  for  their  safeguard  there 
lay  in  garrison,  they  were  slain  to  the  number  of  1300  men,  and  their 
ensign,  called  the  Raven,  was  taken.  Hoveden,  in  his  book  called 
4  Continuationes,1  writcth,  that  in  the  same  conflict  both  Inguar  and 
Hubba  were  slain  among  the  other  Danes.'  After  this,  King  Alfred 
being  better  cheered,  showed  himself  more  at  large ;  so  that  daily 
resorted  to  him  men  of  Wiltshire,  Somersetshire,  and  Hampshire, 
till  he  was  strongly  accompanied. 

Then  the  king  put  himself  in  a  bold  and  dangerous  venture,  as  Alfred 
write  Malmesbury,  Polychronicon,  and  Fabian,  who  followeth  them  *nto  thT 
both.    For  he,  apparelling  himself  in  the  habit  of  a  minstrel,  being  jjjj^ 
very  skilful  in  all  Saxon  poems,  with  his  instrument  of  music,  entered 
into  the  tents  of  the  Danes,  lying  then  at  Eddington.  There, 
while  showing  his  interludes  and  songs,  he  espied  all  their  sloth 
and  idleness,  and  heard  much  of  their  counsel ;  and  after,  returning 
to  his  company,  declared  to  them  the  whole  manner  of  the  Danes. 
Shortly  upon  this,  the  king  suddenly  in  the  night  fell  upon  the  a.d.  s:a. 
aforesaid  Danes,  distressed  and  slew  of  them  a  great  multitude,  and 
chased  them  from  that  coast,  insomuch  that  through  his  strong  and 
valiant  assaults  upon  his  enemies  out  of  his  tower  of  Edeling  newly 
fortified,  he  so  incumbered  them,  that  he  clearly  voided  the  country 


(1)  GuiW.  MaJnicb.  lib.  dc  Reg.;  Polychronicon,  Rog.  Hoveden  ;  JomakmL;  Henr.  Hunting 
B- Hirt.  Ang. 
Pi  See  page  IV.- 
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Alfred.  0f  them,  between  that  and  Sclwood.    His  subjects  soon  hearing  of 
A.D.   these  his  valiant  victories  and  manful  deeds,  drew  to  him  daily  out 
87S>.    of  all  coasts ;  so  that  through  the  help  of  God,  and  their  assistance, 
he  held  the  Danes  so  short,  that  he  won  from  them  Winchester 
and  divers  other  good  towns.    Briefly,  he  at  length  forced  them 
to  seek  for  peace,  which  was  concluded  upon  certain  covenants, 
whereof  one,  and  the  principal  was,  that  the  beforcnaraed  Gutrum, 
their  king,  should  be  christened ;  the  other  was,  that  such  as  would 
not  be  christened  should  depart,  and  leave  the  country, 
durum.      Upon  these  covenants,  first  the  said  Gutrum,  the  Danish  prince, 
fh!,nce  °  coming  to  Winchester,  was  there  christened  with  twenty  of  his  greatest 
3S£    dukes  or  nobles,  which  Gutrum,  King  Alfred,  being  his  godfather 
n«m«jaMd  at       ^P1*8111'  named  Athelstan.    Having,  after  a  certain  season, 
Athti-    feasted  the  said  Danes,  Alfred,  according  to  his  promise  before  made, 
Norfolk   ^avc  un'°  ^eu*  king  the  country  of  East  Anglia,  containing  Norfolk 
and  suf-  and  Suffolk,  and  part  of  Cambridgeshire.    Moreover,  as  saith  Poly- 
to'him™  chronicon,  he  granted  to  the  Danes  that  were  christened,  the  country 
of  Northumberland ;  so  the  residue  that  would  not  be  christened 
departed  the  land,  and  sailed  into  France,  where  what  vexation 
and  harm  they  wrought,  the  chronicles  of  France  do  partly  com- 
prehend. 

King  Athelstan  thus  having  the  possession  of  these  countries, 
had  all  East  Anglia  under  his  obedience ;  and,  albeit  that  he  held 
the  said  province  as  in  fee  of  the  king,  and  promised  to  dwell  there 
as  his  liege  man,  yet,  notwithstanding  that,  he  continued  more  like 
a  tyrant  by  the  term  of  eleven  years,  and  died  in  the  twelfth  year ; 
during  which  space,  King  Alfred,  having  some  more  rest  and 
peace,  repaired  certain  towns  and  strong  holds  before  by  the  Danes 
*n>e  nun-  impaired ;  also  he  builded  divers  houses  of  religion,  as  the  House  of 
Muftc*  Nuns  at  Shaftesbury ;  another  religious  house  at  Ethcling  he  founded ; 
KtStHng,  anotncr  m  Winchester,  named  the  New  Monastery ;  and  also  endowed 
ami  the '  richly  the  Church  of  St.  Cuthbert  in  Durham.    He,  likewise,  sent  to 
■t  win-    India  to  pay  and  perform  his  vows  to  St.  Thomas  of  Ind,  which  he 
bu!u.er    made  during  the  time  of  his  distress  against  the  Danes. 
a.d.  &m.     About  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Alfred,  the  Danes 
returning  from  France  to  England,  landed  in  Kent,  and  so  came 
to  Rochester  and  besieged  that  city,  and  there  lay  so  long  that  they 
builded  a  tower  of  timber  against  the  gates  of  the  city :  but,  by 
strength  of  the  citizens,  that  tower  was  destroyed,  and  the  city 
defended,  till  King  Alfred  came  and  rescued  them ;  whereby  the 
Danes  were  so  distressed,  and  so  near  trapped,  that  for  fear  they  left 
their  horses  behind  them,  and  fled  to  their  ships  by  night.    But  the 
king,  when  he  was  thereof  aware,  sent  after  them,  and  took  sixteen 
of  their  ships,  and  slew  many  of  the  Danes.    This  done,  the  king 
returned  to  London,  and  repaired  the  same  honourably  (as  saith 
Hoveden),  and  made  it  habitable,  which  before  was  sore  decayed 
and  enfeebled  by  the  Danes. 
a  d.  8s».     The  third  year  after  this,  which  was  the  nineteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Alfred,  the  aforesaid  Athelstan,  the  Danish  king  of 
Norfolk,  who  was  before  christened  by  Alfred,  deceased.  Not 
long  after  this,  about  the  one  and  twentieth  year  of  this  king's  reign, 
the  Danes  again  landed  in  four  places  of  this  land;  namely,  in 
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East  England,  and  in  the  north,  and  in  two  places  in  the  west.  Before 
the  landing  of  these  Danes  it  chanced  that  King  Alfred,  having  heard  a.1). 
of  the  death  of  King  Athclstan,  and  of  other  complaints  of  the  981. 
Danes,  was  in  East  Anglia  when  these  tidings  came  to  him. 

When  King  Alfred  was  hereof  assured  that  some  of  the  Danes  Th« 
were  landed  on  that  coast,  thinking  with  themselves  the  further  they  J*"'*, 
went  in  those  parts  the  less  resistance  to  have  and  the  more  speed,  J™"^ 
as  they  were  wont  to  have  before ;   Alfred,  sending  messengers 
in  all  haste  to  Ethclred,  duke  of  Mercia,  to  assemble  him  a  host 
to  withstand  the  Danes,  who  landed  in  the  west,  made  forth  toward 
his  enemies  there,  where  he  was  in  East  Anglia,  whom  he  pursued 
so  sharply,  that  he  drove  them  out  from  those  parts.    They  then 
landed  in  Kent,  whither  the  king  with  his  people  sped  him ;  and  in 
like  manner  drave  the  Danes  from  thence,  without  any  great  fight, 
so  far  as  in  our  authors  we  can  see.   After  this,  the  Danes  took 
shipping  again  and  sailed  into  North  Wales,  and  there  robbed  and  «° 
spoiled  the  Britons,  and  from  thence  returned  by  the  sea  into  East  waL. 
Anglia,  with  a  hundred  ships,  and  there  rested  themselves,  inasmuch 
as  the  king  was  then  gone  westward. 

The  fourth  host  of  the  Danes  the  same  year  came  to  Chester,  which  at  Driven 
length  they  won  ;  but  the  country  adjoining  pressed  so  sorely  upon  cul*ux. 
them,  and  besieged  them  so  long,  keeping  them  within  the  city,  that 
at  last,  wearied  with  the  long  siege,  they  were  compelled  to  cat 
their  own  horses  for  hunger.  But,  by  appointment,  at  last  they 
gave  up  the  town,  and  went  about  by  North  Wales  to  Northum- 
berland, which  was  about  the  three  and  twentieth  year  of  King 
Alfred.  In  the  mean  while  Alfred  with  his  host  sped  him  thither- 
ward. Then  the  Danes,  leaving  their  strong  holds  and  castles,  and 
furnished  with  men  and  victuals,  again  took  shipping,  and  set  their 
course  in  such  wise  that  they  landed  in  Sussex,  and  so  came  to  the 
port  of  Lewes,  and  from  thence  toward  London,  and  builded  a  tower 
or  castle  near  the  river  Ley,  twenty  miles  from  London.  But  the 
Londoners  hearing  thereof,  manned  out  a  certain  number  of  men  at 
arms,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  them  of  that  country,  put  the  Danes  Drrven 

from 
Lcwc*. 


froni  that  tower,  and  afterwards  beat  it  to  the  ground.    Soon  after,  the  ft 


king  came  down  thither,  and,  to  prevent  the  dangers  that  might  ensue, 
commanded  the  river  Ley  to  be  divided  into  three  streams,  so  The  rWer 
that  where  a  ship  might  sail  in  times  before,  a  little  boat  might  then 
scarcely  row.  From  thence  the  Danes,  leaving  their  ships  and  wives,  into  three 
were  forced  to  fly  that  country,  and  took  their  way  again  toward  1 
Wales,  and  came  to  Quadruge,  near  the  river  Severn  ;  where,  upon 
the  borders  thereof,  they  builded  a  castle,  and  rested  themselves  for 
a  time,  but  the  king  with  his  army  soon  pursued  them.    In  the  mean 
time  the  Londoners  at  Ley,  taking  the  Danish  ships,  brought  some 
of  them  to  London,  and  the  rest  they  fired.    During  these  three 
years,  frem  the  first  coming  of  the  Danes  to  Ley,  England  was 
afflicted  with    three  kinds  of  sorrows ;  with  the  Danes,  with  Three 
pestilence  of  men,  and  with  murrain  of  beasts ;  notwithstanding  TnTi'.1-" 
which  troubles  the  king  manfully  resisted  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  ~ 
an<l  thanked  God  always,  what  trouble  soever  fell  to  him,  or  to  his 
N^ro,  sustaining:  it  with  great  patience  and  humility.    These  three 
years  overpast,  the  next  following,  which  was  the  eight  and  twentieth 
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A'f"*-  of  the  reign  of  Alfred,  the  Danes  divided  their  host,  of  whom  part 
A.D.  went  to  Northumberland,  part  to  Norfolk ;  others  sailed  over  to 
897.    France,  and  some  came  to  West  Sax,  where  they  had  divers  conflicts 

^      with  the  Englishmen,  both  by  land,  and  especially  upon  the  sea ; 

ihlT  °^  wnom  mmc  were  8lain,  many  perished  by  shipwreck,  divers  others 
taken  and  hanged,  and  thirty  of  their  ships  were  captured. 

a  d.  $37.     Not  jong  after  ^  Kmg  Alfred,  wuen  ne        jeigned  twenty- 

a.d.  9oi.  nine  years  and  six  months,  exchanged  this  mortal  life.  And  thus 
much,  and  more,  peradventure,  than  will  seem  to  this  our  eccle- 
siastical history  appertaining,  touching  the  painful  labours  and 
travails  of  this  good  king;  which  he  no  less  valiantly  achieved 
than  patiently  sustained,  for  the  necessary  defence  of  his  realm  and 
subjects. 

^k^*"  Now,  if  there  be  any  prince  who  listeth  to  sec  and  follow  the 
Alfred,  virtuous  and  godly  disposition  of  this  king,  both  touching  the 
institution  of  his  own  life,  and  also  concerning  his  careful  govern- 
ment of  the  common-weal,  thus  the  histories  of  him  do  record: 
that  at  what  time  he,  being  young,  perceiving  himself  somewhat 
disposed  to  carnal  indulgences,  and  thereby  hindered  from  many 
virtuous  purposes,  did  not,  as  many  young  princes  and  kings'*  sons  in 
the  world  be  now  wont  to  do,  tliat  is,  resolve  themselves  into  all 
kind  of  carnal  license  and  dissolute  sensuality,  running  and 
following  without  bridle,  whithersoever  their  license  given  doth  lead 
them ;  as  therefore,  not  without  cause,  the  common  proverb  reporteth 
of  them,  that  "  kings'  sons  learn  nothing  else  well  but  only  to  ride 
meaning  thereby,  that  while  princes  and  kings'  sons  have  about  them 
flatterers,  who  bolster  them  in  their  faults,  their  horses  yield  to 
them  no  more  than  to  any  other,  but  if  they  sit  not  fast,  they  will 
cast  them.  But  this  young  king,  seeing  in  himself  the  inclination  of 
his  fleshly  nature,  and  minding  not  to  give  himself  so  much  as  he 
might  take,  but  rather  by  resistance  to  avoid  the  temptation  thereof, 
HLpodiy  besought  God  that  he  would  send  him  some  continual  sickness  to 
pr»ycr.  qUencn  ^hat  vice,  whereby  he  might  be  more  profitable  to  the  public 
business  of  the  commonwealth,  and  more  apt  to  serve  God  in  his 
calling.1 

Then,  at  God's  ordinance,  he  had  the  evil  called  Ficus  till  he 
came  to  the  age  of  twenty  years,  whereof  at  length  he  was  cured  (as 
is  said  in  some  histories)  by  a  virgin  called  Modwen,  an  Irish  woman. 
After  this  sickness  being  taken  away,  to  him  fell  another,  which 
continued  with  him  from  the  twentieth  to  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his 
age  (according  to  his  own  petition  and  request,  made  unto  God), 
whereby  he  was  the  more  reclaimed  and  attempered  from  the  other 
greater  inconveniences,  and  less  disposed  to  that  which  he  did  most 
abhor. 

Moreover,  to  behold  the  bountiful  goodness,  joined  with  like 
prudence,  in  this  man,  in  the  ordering  and  disposing  his  riches  and 
rents,  it  is  not  unworthy  to  be  recited,  how  he  divided  his  goods 
into  two  equal  parts,*  the  one  appertaining  to  uses  secular,  the 
other  to  uses  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical ;  of  the  which  two  principal 
parts,  the  first  he  divided  into  three  portions,  namely,  one  to  the 

(I)  ftggwJtb^T.  c»p.  I.  ^  Fab.jaj).  17^^  b  Ub  de  R  gib 
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behoof  of  his  house  and  family ;  one  to  the  workmen  and  builders 
of  bis  new  works,  wherein  he  had  great  delight  and  cunning ;  and  one  A.D. 
to  strangers.    Likewise  the  other  second  half  upon  spiritual  uses,  he  901. 
did  thus  divide  in  four  portions ;  one  to  the  relieving  of  the  poor,  h!7 


another  to  monasteries,  the  third  portion  to  the  schools  of  Oxford  jj* 
for  the  maintaining  of  good  letters,  the  fourth  he  sent  to  foreign 
churches  without  the  realm.  This  also  is  left  in  stories  written  in 
his  commendation  for  his  great  tolerance  and  sufferance,  that  when 
he  had  builded  the  new  monastery  at  Winchester,  and  afterward  his 
son  Edward  had  purchased  of  the  bishop  and  the  cliapter  a  sufficient 
mecc  of  ground  for  certain  offices  to  be  adjoined  unto  the  same,  and 
had  given  for  every  foot  of  ground,  "  marcam  auri  pleni  ponderis  *" 
(which  was,  as  I  think,  a  mark  of  gold  or  more),  yet  Alfred 
therewithal  was  not  greatly  discontented  to  see  his  coffers  so 
wasted. . 

Over  and  besides,  how  sparing  and  frugal  he  was  of  time,  as  of  a  How  *eii 
thing  in  this  earth  most  precious,  and  how  far  from  all  vain  pastimes  h£d»p^ny 
and  idleness  he  was,  this  doth  well  declare,  which  in  the  story  of  ^  "*Dt- 
Malmesbury  and  other  writers  is  told  of  him  ;  namely,  that  he 
so  divided  the  day  and  night  in  three  parts,  if  he  were  not  let  by 
wars  or  other  great  business,  that  eight  hours  he  spent  in  study  and 
learning,  other  eight  hours  he  spent  in  prayer  and  ahnsdeeds,  and 
other  eight  hours  he  spent  in  his  natural  rest,  sustenance  of  his 
body,  and  the  needs  of  the  realm  ;  which  order  he  kept  duly  by  the 
burning  of  waxen  tapers  kept  in  liis  closet  by  persons  appointed  for 
that  purpose.1 

How  studious  he  was  and  careful  of  the  commonwealth,  and  B*  rodiy 
maintenance  of  public  tranquillity,  his  laws,  most  godly  set  forth  **' 
and  devised  by  him,  may  declare ;  wherein  especially  by  him  was 
provided  for  the  extirpation  and  abolishing  of  all  theft  and  thieves 
out  of  the  realm,  whereby  the  realm,  through  his  vigilant  care,  was 
brought  into  such  tranquillity,  or  rather  perfection,  that  in  every 
cross  or  turning-way,  he  made  to  be  set  up  a  golden  brooch,  at  least 
of  silver  gilded,  throughout  his  dominions,  and  none  so  hardy, 
neither  by  day  nor  night,  to  take  it  down;  for  the  more  credit 
whereof,  the  words  of  the  Latin  story  be  these,  "  armillas  aureas 
juberet  suspendi,  quee  viantium  aviditatem  irritarent,  dum  non  essent 
qui  eas  abriperent.*' 2  And  no  great  marvel  therein,  if  the  realm 
in  those  days  was  brought  into  such  an  order,  and  justice  so  well 
ministered,  when  the  king  himself  was  so  vigilant  in  overseeing  the 
doings  of  his  judges  and  officers ;  whereof  thus  also  we  read  in 
the  said  author  testified:  "judiciorum  a  suis  hominibus  factorum 
inquisitor  perperam  actorum  asperrimus  corrector,'"  t.  e.  "  he  was," 
saith  mine  author,  speaking  of  the  king,  "  a  vigilant  inquisitor  of 
the  doings  of  his  judges,  and  a  strict  punisher  of  their  misdoings.''1 
Jornalensis  also  writing  upon  the  same,  saith,  "  he  did  diligently 
search,  out  the  doings  of  his  officers,  and  especially  of  his  judges,  so 
that  if  he  knew  any  of  them  to  err,  either  tlirough  covetousness  or 
unskilrulness,  them  he  removed  from  their  office.""* 

0)  Guliel.  Maltnetb.  lib.  de  rejfibu*  An*l.  (J)  Ibid. 

(S)  "  Facta  miniatronira  tuonim  el  potiMiroe  Judicum  diligvntet  invest 
atuitia  am  impcritia  errarc  cogncu.ceret,  ab  oilicio  removebat."— Ex  Hist. 
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And  thus  much  concerning  the  valiant  acts  and  noble  virtues  of 
A.D.  this  worthy  prince;   whereunto,  although  there  were  no  other 
901.    ornaments  adjoining  besides,  yet  sufficient  were  they  alone  to  set 
forth  a  prince  worthy  of  excellent  commendation.    Now,  besides 
these  other  qualities  and  gifts  of  God's  grace  in  him  above-mentioned, 
Kin«     remaineth  another  part  of  his  no  little  praise  and  commendation, 
com-      which  is  his  learning  and  knowledge  of  good  letters,  wherein  he  not 
fdr"clrn-  onty  was  excellently  expert  himself,  but  also  a  worthy  maintainor  of 
amin"  ^e  same  through  all  his  dominions.  Where,  before  his  time,  no  use 
tir it  en-8  of  grammar  or  other  sciences  was  practised  in  this  realm,  especially 
JImST*  about  the  west  parts  of  the  land,  there,  through  the  industry  of  this 
giand.     king,  schools  began  to  be  erected  and  studies  to  flourish.  Although 
Chester  a  among  the  Britons,  in  the  town  of  Chester,  in  South  Wales,  long 
Emming.  before  that,  in  King  Arthur's  time,  as  GaJfridus  writcth,  both 
grammar  and  philosophy,  with  other  tongues,  were  taught.  After 
that,  some  writers  record  that  in  the  time  of  Egbert,  king  of  Kent, 
this  island  be^an  to  flourish  with  philosophy.    About  which  time 
Univer    some  also  think  that  the  university  of  Granchcstcr,  near  to  that 
(Iran'    which  now  is  called  Cambridge,  began  to  be  founded  by  Bede, 
oam^rby  f°^ow'ng  this  conjecture  therein,  for  that  Alcuinus,  before-mentioned, 
bridge,    who  after  went  to  Rome,  and  from  thence  to  France,  in  the  time 
uni»cr-  of  Charlemagne,  where  he  first  began  the  university  of  Paris, 
piri*.r    was  first  trained  up  in  the  exercise  of  studies  at  the  same  school 
of  Granehcster.    Bede 1  also,  writing  of  Sigcbcrt,  king  of  East 
Anglia,  dcclareth  how  that  king,  returning  out  of  France  into 
England,  according  to  the  examples  which  he  did  there  see, 
ordered  and  disposed  schools  of  learning,  through  the  means  of 
King  si  Felix,  then  bishop,  and  placed  in  them  masters  and  teachers,  after 
founder   the  use  and  manner  of  the  Cantuaritcs.    And  yet  before  these 
ofachoou.  times,  moreover,  it  is  thought  that  there  were  two  schools  or 
Two»n-  universities  within  the  realm;  the  one  for  Greek,  at  the  town  of 
■dmla    Greglade,  which  afterward  was  called  Kirkeladc;  the  other  for  Latin, 
gland.     a*  a  place  then  called  Latinlade,  afterward  Lcthclade,  near  Oxford, 
one  for       Tlut,  however  it  chanced  that  the  knowledge  and  study  of  good 
the  other  letters,  once  planted  in  this  realm,  afterward  went  to  decay,  vet 
for  una.  j£jng  Alfred  degcrveth  no  little  praise  for  restoring,  or  rather 
increasing  the  same ;  after  whose  time  they  have  ever  since  con- 
tinued, albeit  not  continually  through  every  age  in  like  perfection. 
But  this  we  may  see,  what  it  is  to  have  a  prince  learned  himself, 
who,  feeling  and  tasting  the  price  and  value  of  science  and 
knowledge,  is  thereby  not  only  the  more  apt  to  rule,  but  also  to 
instruct  and  frame  his  subjects  from  a  rude  barbarity,  to  a  more 
civil  congruity  of  life,  and  to  a  better  understanding  of  things,  as 
we  see  in  this  famous  prince  to  happen.    Concerning  his  first 
education  and  bringing  up,  although  it  was  somewhat  late  before  he 
entered  on  his  letters,  yet,  such  was  the  apt  towardness  and  docility 
of  his  nature,  that  being  a  child  he  had  the  Saxon  Poems,  as  they 
were   used   then  in   his  own   tongue,  by  heart  and  memory. 
Afterwards  with  years  and  time  he  grew  up  in  such  perfection  of 
learning  and  knowledge  that,  as  mine  author  saith,  "  nullus  Anglorum 
fucrit  vel  intelligendo  acutior,  vol  interpretando  elegantior  ;n  which 

(1)  Bed*,  lib.  iii.  cap.  18. 
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thing  in  him  the  more  was  to  be  marvelled  at,  for  that  he  was  twelve  Mr*. 

years  of  age  before  he  knew  any  letter.    Then  his  mother,  careful  a.Ij. 

and  tender  over  him,  having  by  chance  a  book  in  her  hand,  which  901. 
he  would  fain  have,  promised  to  give  him  the  same,  so  that  he 
would  learn  it.1    Whereupon  he,  for  greediness  of  the  book,  soon 
learned  the  letters,  having  for  his  schoolmaster  Pleimundus,  after- 


to 


wards  bishop  of  Canterbury.    And  so  daily  grew  he  more  and  du£h 
more  in  knowledge,  that,  at  length,  as  mine  author  saith,   "  a  King  ai- 
great  part  of  the  Latin  library  he  translated  into  English,  converting  Xdr. 
to  the  uses  of  his  citizens  a  notable  prey  of  foreign  ware  ami  Jjjjjj  of 
mcrchiandize.T'1  Of  the  books  by  him  and  through  him  translated,  c*nt«- 
were  Orosius,  the  Pastoral  of  Gregory,  the  History  of  Bede,  Boetius  Book* 
4de  Consolatione  Philosophise also  a  book  of  his  own  making  and  in  {™"u*  0r 
his  o-wn  tongue,  which  in  the  English  speech  he  called  a  Hand-book,  j^tnilby 
in  Greek  called  Enchiridion,  in  Latin  a  Manual.    Besides  the 
History  of  Bede,  translated  into  the  Saxon  tongue,  he  also  himself 
compiled  a  story  in  the  same  speech,  called,  4  The  Story  of  Alfred/ 
both  which  books,  in  the  Saxon  tongue,  I  have  seen,  though  the 
language  I  do  not  understand.  As  he  was  learned  himself  excellently 
well,  so  likewise  did  he  inflame  all  his  countrymen  to  the  love* of 
liberal  letters,  as  the  words  of  the  story  reporteth  :  M  he  exhorted  None  ad- 
and  stirred  his  people  to  the  study  of  learning,  some  with  gifts,  JJJ"fK' 
some  by  threats,  suffering  no  man  to  aspire  to  any  dignity  in  theg*g»- 
court  except  he  were  leamed.'"  1   Moreover,  another  story  thus  saith,  were  e 
speaking  of  his  nobles  :  44  also  his  nobles  so  much  he  did  allure  to  ,e*rncd 
the  embracing  of  good  letters,  that  they  sent  all  their  sons  to  school ; 
or  if  they  had  no  sons,  yet  their  servants  they  caused  to  be  learned 
whereby  the  common  proverb  may  be  found,  not  so  common  as 
true,  44  such  as  is  the  prince,  such  be  the  subjects.11    He  began,  ThV 
moreover,  to  translate  the  Psalter  into  English,  and  had  almost  ISSSL 
finished  the  same,  had  not  death  prevented  him.*    In  the  prologue  g  [gto 
of  the  book,8  thus  he  writeth,  declaring  the  cause  why  he  was  by  King 
so  earnest  and  diligent  in  translating  good  books  from  Latin  into  MttvA- 
English ;  showing  the  cause  thereof  why  he  so  did,  as  followeth  :r 
44  the  cause  was,  for  that  innumerable  ancient  libraries,  which  were 
kept  in  churches,  were  consumed  with  fire  by  the  Danes ;  and  that 
men  had  rather  suffer  peril  of  their  life  than  follow  the  exercises  of 
studies ;  and  therefore  he  thought  thereby  to  provide  for  the  people 
of  the  English  nation."' 

It  is  told  of  him,  both  by  Polychronicon,  Malmesbury,  Jornalcnsis, 
and  other  historians,  whereof  I  have  no  names,  that  he,  seeing  his 
country  to  the  westward,  to  be  so  desolate  of  schools  and 
learning,  partly  to  profit  himself,  partly  to  furnish  his  country  and 
subjects  with  better  knowledge,  first  sent  for  Grinbald,  a  learned 

(I)  Ex  Hiat.  Ouliel.  Malmeib.  de  Regib.  Ang. 

(J)  "  Plurimam  partem  Romanic  Bibliothecas  Anglorum  auribua  dedit,  optimam  prasdam  perc- 
ffrinanitn  mercium  civium  u*ibu*  convertena." 

(3)  "  Jllos  prsrmii*.  ho«  mini*  hortando  nemlnem  illlteratum  ad  quamlibct  curias  dignitatem 
*«pir*re  permittee]*." 

10  "Optima  ten  quoquc  auoa  ad  litcraturam  addisoendam  in  tantum  provocavit,  ut  sibi  filioa  mioa, 
T«*  fitem  si  filioa  non  habercnt,  servos  iuoi,  literi*  commendarent,''—  Polychron.  lib.  vi.  cap.  I. 

(J)  Guliel.  Malracab.  de  Kegib.  Ang.  (6)  Entitled.  "  Pastorale  Grego." 

(,j  "Quod  Eccleaiae  In  quibus  innumerx  prise*  Bibliotheca?  continebantur,  cum  libris  a  Dan  la 
iiia-nut  jiint  quodque  in  tola  insula  fttudlum  literarum  iu  abolitum  esset.  ut  quisque  minua 
finierfi  capitis  periculum,  quam  ttudionun  exercilia  adire.   ttuapropter  ae  in  hoc  Anglla  aula 
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JOHAXN'ES  SCOTUS. 


*'fred*  monk,  out  of  France,  to  come  into  England  :  he  also  sent  for  another 
A.D.   learned  man  out  of  Wales,  whose  name  was  Asserion,  whom  he 
901.   made  bishop  of  Sherborne ;  and  out  of  Mercia  he  sent  for  Wcrerrith, 
Lrinied  bishop  of  Worcester,  to  whom  he  gave  the  Dialogues  of  Gregory 
"or  »n,dnt  *°  045  translated.    But  chiefly  he  used  the  counsel  of  Neotus,  who 
then  was  counted  for  a  holy  man,  an  abbot  of  a  certain  monastery, 
king.   *  in  Cornwall,  by  whose  advisement  he  sent  for  the  learned  men 
■bSm  af)0ve  recited,  and  also  first  ordained  certain  schools  of  divers  arts  at 
The      Oxford,  and  enfranchised  the  same  with  many  great  liberties  ;l 
^id°uni-  thereof  perhaps  the  school  now  called  New  College  first  then  begun 
vcrtity  of  by  this  Neotus,  might  take  its  name;  which  afterwards,  pcrad venture, 
begun  by  the  bishops  of  Winchester,  after  a  larger  manner,  did  re-edify  and 
Sd.   enlarge  with  greater  possessions. 

joh.mn«     Moreover,  among  other  learned  men  who  were  about  King  Alfred, 
scotu».    histories  make  mention  of  Johannes  Scotus,  a  godly  divine  and  a 
learned  philosopher ;  but  not  that  Scotus  whom  now  we  call  Duns,  for 
this  Johannes  Scotus  came  before  him  many  years.    This  Johannes  is 
described  to  have  been  of  a  sharp  wit  and  of  great  eloquence,  and  well 
expert  in  the  Greek  tongue,  pleasant  and  merry  of  nature  and  con- 
ditions, as  appearcth  by  divers  of  his  doings  and  answers.    First,  he 
coming  to  France  out  of  his  own  country  of  Scotland,  by  reason 
of  the  great  tumults  of  war,  was  there  worthily  entertained,  and 
for  his  learning  had  in  great  estimation  of  Charles  the  Bald,  the 
French  king ;  who  commonly  and  familiarly  used  ever  to  have  him 
about  him,  both  at  table  and  in  chamber.    Upon  a  time  thc  king 
sitting  at  meat,  and  seeing  something  (belike  in  this  John  Scot) 
which  seemed  not  very  courtly,  cast  forth  a  merry  word,  asking  him 
what  difference  there  was  betwixt  a  Scot  and  a  sot  ?   Whereunto  the 
hu  «n-   Scot,  sitting  over  against  the  king  somewhat  lower,  replied  again 
"be"  w    suddenly  rather  than  advisedly,  yet  merrily,  saying,  '*  mensa  tantum," 
kingCh    *na'  **»  "      table  only importing  thereby  himself  to  be  the  Scot, 
and  so  calling  the  king  a  sot  by  craft  ;  which  word  how  other  princes 
would  have  stomached  I  know  not,  but  this  Charles,  for  thc  great 
reverence  he  bare  to  his  learning,  turned  it  but  to  laughter  among 
his  nobles,  and  so  let  it  pass. 

Another  time  the  same  king  being  at  dinner  was  served  with  a 
certain  dish  of  fish,  wherein  were  two  great  fishes  and  a  little  one. 
After  the  king  had  taken  thereof  his  repast,  he  set  down  to  John 
Scot  the  aforesaid  fish,  to  distribute  unto  the  other  two  clerks  sitting 
there  with  him,  who  were  two  tall  and  mighty  persons,  he  himself 
being  but  a  little  man.  John  taketh  the  fish,  of  the  which  the  two 
great  ones  he  taketh  and  carvcth  to  himself,  while  the  little  fish 
nc  rcacheth  to  the  other  two.  The  king,  perceiving  his  division 
thus  made,  reprehended  thc  same.  Then  John,  whose  manner  was 
ever  to  find  out  some  honest  matter  to  delight  thc  king,  answered 
him  again,  proving  his  division  to  stand  just  and  equal :  "  for 
here,"  saith  lie,  "  be  two  great  ones  and  a  little  one,'"  pointing  to 
the  two  great  fishes  and  himself,  "  and  likewise  here  again  is  a  little 
one  and  two  great pointing  to  the  little  fish,  and  the  two  great 
persons :    "  I  pray  you,"  6aith  he,  "  what  odds  is  there,  or  what 


(I)  OulicL  Maimesb. ;  JornaleniU ;  fablan,  c.  171- 
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distribution  can  be  more  equal  ?"  Whereat  the  king  with  his  nobles  Alfred 
being  much  delighted,  laughed  merrily.  A. IX 

At  the  request  of  this  Charles,  simamed  Bald,  the  French  king,  this   901 . 
Scotus  translated  the  book  of  Dionysius,  entitled,  "  De  Hierarchia,'"  mobm 
from  Greek  into  Latin,  word  for  word,  M  quo  fit,*"  as  my  author  fJ^JJJJ^, 
saith,  M  ut  vix  inteUigatur  Latina  litera  ?  quum  nobilitate  magis  Graeca,  Dtaw- 
quam  positione  construitur  Latina.'"    He  wrote  also  a  book,  1  De  Ekm- 
Corpora  et  Sanguine  Domini,'  which  was  afterward  condemned  by  the  JSJua,,. 
Pope,  4  in  concilio  Ve^cellcnsi.,,  The  same  John  Scot,  moreover,  com- 
piled a  book  of  his  own,  giving  it  a  Greek  title,    1  Htpi  QvotKtov 
tiapttn  (iir,"  that  is,  *  De  naturae  divisione \  in  which  book  (as  saith 
my  afoTesaid  author)  is  contained  the  resolution  of  many  profitable 
questions,  but  so  that  he  is  thought  to  follow  the  Greek  church 
rather  than  the  Latin,  and  for  the  same  was  counted  of  some  to  be 
a  heretic  ;  because  in  that  book  some  things  there  be  which  in 
all  points  accord  not  with  the  Romish  religion.    Wherefore  the  pope,  it  re- 
writing to  the  said  King  Cliarles  of  this  Scotus,  complaineth,  as  in  S£"£op^ 
his  own  words  here  foUoweth : — u  relation  hath  been  made  unto  ■** 
our  apostleship,  that  a  certain  man  called  Johannes,  a  Scottish  man,  '" 
hath  translated  the  book  of  Dionysius  the  Areopagite,  of  the  name* 
of  God  and  of  the  heavenly  orders,  from  Greek  into  Latin ;  which 
book,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  church,  ought  first  to  have 
been  approved  by  our  judgment ;  namely,  seeing  the  said  John, 
albeit  he  be  said  to  be  a  man  of  great  learning  and  science,  in  time 
past,  hath  been  noted  by  common  rumour,  to  have  been  a  man  not 
of  upright  or  sound  doctrine  in  certain  points."1    For  this  cause, 
the  said  Scotus  being  constrained  to  remove  from  France,  came  into 
England,  allured,  as  some  testify,  by  the  letters  of  Alured,  or 
Alfred,  by  whom  he  was  with  great  favour  entertained,  and  was  con- 
versant a  great  space  about  the  king ;  till,  at  length  (whether  before 
or  afler  the  death  of  the  king,  it  is  uncertain),  he  went  to  Malmes- 
bury,  where  he  taught  certain  scholars  a  few  years,  by  whom  at  last 
most  impiously  he  was  murdered  and  slain  with  their  penknives,  siain  by 


and  so  died,  as  stories  say,  a  martyr,  buried  at  the  said  monastery 
of  Malmesbury  with  this  epitaph. 


"  Clauditur  in  tumulo  sanctus  sophista  JoY 
Qui  ditatua  erat  jam  vivens  dogmate  miro. 
Martyrio  tandem  Christi  contendere  regnum 
Qui  meruit,  regnans  secli  per  secula  cuncta." 

King  Alfred  having  these  helps  of  learned  men  about  him,  and 
no  less  learned  also  himself,  past  his  time  not  only  to  the  great 
utility  and  profit  of  his  subjects,  but  also  to  a  rare  and  profitable 
example  of  other  christian  kings  and  princes  for  them  to  follow. 
Tin's  aforesaid  Alfred  had  by  his  wife,  called  Ethelwitha,  two  sons, 
Edward  and  Ethelward ;  and  three  daughters,  Elfleda,  Ethelgora,  The  chii- 
and  Ethelguida  :  "  quas  omncs  liberalibus  fecit  artibus  erudiri  ;w  that  d 
is,  "whom  he  set  all  to  their  books  and  study  of  liberal  arts,"  as 
wy  story  testifieth.    First,  Edward,  his  eldest  son,  succeeded  him 

(I) "  Rrlafum  est  apoatolatail  nostrn.  quod  oprai  Dinnysii  Arrrp.irit.-r,  quod  de  dlTinUnominlbtu, 
t'  Jf  at ■lenibut  ordinlbua,  Otwco  tletcripait  rloqulo,  quidam  Til  Johannes  (genera  Scotus)  nUpM 
'«o»tuJrt  in  Lstinum.    Quod,  Juxtt  root-em  Eccle»ia\  nobis  mltli.  et  noatro  judlcio  debuit  appro- 
»»ri;  pneirrtirn  quum  idem  Johannes(licet  mu" 
la  smitijdam  freqaeuti  ruinore  dicatur,"  4c. 
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Atfrtd.  in  the  kingdom ;  the  second  son,  Ethclward,  died  before  his  father ; 
A.D.  Ethelgora,  his  middle  daughter,  was  made  a  nun;  the  other  two 
901.   were  married,  the  one  in  Merceland,  the  other  to  the  earl  of  Flanders. 
Thus  King  Alfred,  that  valiant,  virtuous,  and  learned  prince,  after 
he  had  thus  christianly  governed  the  realm  for  the  term  of  twenty- 
nine  years  and  six  months,  departed  this  life,  5Cal.  Novcmb.  a.d. 
Alfred*  901,  and  lieth  buried  at  Winchester.    Of  Alfred  this  1  find,  more- 
a.d.  mi.  0Ter^  greatly  noted  and  commended  in  history,  and  not  here  to  be 
forgotten,  for  the  rare  example  thereof,  that,  wheresoever  he  was,  or 
whithersoever  he  went,  he  bare  always  about  him  in  his  bosom  or 
pocket  a  little  book  containing  the  Psalms  of  David,  and  certain 
other  orisons  of  his  own  collecting,  whereupon  he  was  continually 
reading  or  praying  whensoever  he  was  otnerwise  vacant,  having 
leisure  thereunto.  Finally,  what  were  the  virtues  of  this  famous  king, 
this  little  table  hereunder  written,  which  is  left  in  ancient  writing 
in  remembrance  of  his  worthy  and  memorable  life,  doth  sufficiently, 
in  few  lines,  contain.1 
wlhoptof    *n  tnc  story  °^       Alfred,  a  little  above,  mention  was  made  of 
Canter-   Pleimund,  schoolmaster  to  the  said  Alfred,  and  also  bishop  of  Can- 
bur)      terbury,  as  succeeding  Ethcred  there  bishop  before  him;  which 
Pleimund  governed  that  see  thirty-four  years.     After  Pleimund 
succeeded  Athelm,  who  sat  twelve  years,  and  after  him,  Ulfelm,  who 
sat  thirteen  years.    Then  followed  Odo,  a  Dane,  born  in  the  said 
see  of  Canterbury,  who  governed  the  same  twenty  years,  being  in 
great  favour  with  King  Athclstan,  King  Edmund,  and  Edwin,  as  in 
process  hereafter  (Christ  willing),  as  place  and  order  doth  require,  shall 
more  at  large  be  expressed. 

Kccu$ia»-     As  touching  the  course  and  proceedings  of  the  Romish  bishops 
f&n.     there,  where  1  last  made  mention  of  them,  I  ended  with  Pope 
Stephen  V.'  After  his  time  was  much  broil  in  the  election  of  the 
Kin*      bishops  of  Rome,  one  contending  against  another,  insomuch  that 
'" in  within' the  space  of  nine  years  were  nine  bishops,  of  whom  the  first 
Forraosus,  who  succeeded  next  unto  the  forenamed  Stephen  V., 


(1)  "  In  Regit  Alfredi,  et  virtutis  Ullus  cUrnm  mcmoriam  :— Famosus,  bclllcMua,  victoriosut  j 
viduarum,  pupTllorurn,  et  orphanorum,  pauperumquc,  provisor  studiosus  ,  poctarum  Saxonicorum 
pcritlssimu* ;  »u.t  genti  charissimus,  affabilia  omnibus,  liberalls*  imus ;  prudentia,  fortltudine. 
temprrantia,  Juttitia  pried  it  us ;  In  inflrmitatc,  qua  continue  laborabat,  paticntissimus;  in  exe~ 
quendis  Judiciis  ind&gator  dlscretisslmus,  in  srrvirio  Dei  vigilaiitbsimus  et  devotiaslmus,  Anglo- 
Saxonum  Rex  Alfredus,  piiaaimi  KUielulfi  flliua,  29  annis  sexque  metuibua  rcgnl  sui  peractis 
mortem  obiit.  Indict.  4.  quinto  cal.  Novemb.  feria  quarta,  et  Wintoni*  in  novo  monasterio 
•epultua,  immortalitatis  stolam,  et  rcsurrectlonU  gluruw  cum  Juatit  expectat,"  4c. 

Moreover,  in  the  history  of  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  these  verses  I  find  written  in  commendation 
of  the  same  Alfred,  made,  as  I  suppose,  and  by  his  words  appeareth.  by  the  said  author,  whereof  I 
t  bought  not  to  defraud  the  reader.   The  words  thereof  here  follow  : 


Epilapkiu*  JUyit  Aljrtdi. 

Nobilitas  lnnata  tibi  probitatis  honoretn, 
Annipotens  Alfrede,  dedlt,  probitasque  laborem, 
Perpetuumque  labor  nomen,  cul  mixta  dolori 
Gaudia  semper  erant,  spes  semper  mixta  timori. 
8i  modo  victor  eras,  ad  crastina  belia  pavrbas, 
Si  modo  victus  eras,  ad  crastina  belia  [ 
Cui  vestes  sudore  Jugi,  cui  sicca  en»ore 
Tincta  jugi,  quantum  tit  onus  regnarc, 
Non  fuitlmmensi  quisquam  per  <  " 
Cul  tot  in  adversis  nil  respirarc  lictret. 
Nec  tamen  aut  ferro  contritus  ponere  fei 
Aut  gladio  potuit,  vita-  flnisse  dolorcs. 
Jam  poit  traiuactos  vitas  rvgniquc  Uboret, 
Christus  ei  sit  vera  quics,  sccptrunique  perennc. 


(2)  See  page  15.   Stephen  V.—  Eo 
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being  made  pope  against  the  mind  of  certain  in  Rome,  that  willed 
rather  Sergius,  then  deacon  of  the  church  of  Rome,  to  have  been  affair,. 
pope,  notwithstanding  which  Mars  and  money  prevailed  on  Formosus' 
part.    This  Formosus,  of  whom  also  some  mention  is  made  in 
other  places  of  this  ecclesiastical  history,1  being  before  bishop  of 
Pontiniake,  or  Portuakc,  had  in  time  past,  I  know  not  for  what 
cause,  offended  Pope  John  VIII.,  by  reason  whereof,  for  fear  of 
the  pope,  he  voided  away,  and  left  his  bishopric,  and  because,  being 
sent  for  again  by  the  pope,  he  would  not  return,  he  was  excommu- 
nicated.    At  length,  coming  into  France  to  make  there  his  satis- 
faction to  the  pope,  he  was  degraded  from  a  bishop  into  a  secular 
man's  habit,  swearing  to  the  pone  that  he  would  no  more  re-enter 
the  city  of  Rome,  nor  claim  his  bishopric  again  ;  subscribing,  more- 
over, with  his  own  hand,  to  continue  from  that  time  in  the  state  of 
a  secular  person.     But  Pope  Martin,  the  next  pope  after  John, 
released  the  said  Formosus  from  his  oath,  and  restored  him  again 
unto  his  bishopric  ;  whereby  Formosus  not  only  entered  Rome  again, 
but  also  obtained  shortly  after  the  papacy.    Thus  he  being  placed 
in  the  popedom,  there  arose  a  great  doubt  or  controversy  among  the  schuma 
divines  about  his  consecration,  whether  it  was  lawful  or  not ;  some  tbepope*. 
holding  against  him,  that  forasmuch  as  he  was  solemnly  deposed, 
degraded,  unpriested,  and  also  sworn  not  to  reiterate  the  state 
ecclesiastical,  therefore  he  ought  to  be  taken  no  otherwise  than  for  a 
secular  man.    Others  alleged  again,  that  whatsoever  Formosus  was, 
yet  for  the  dignity  of  that  order,  and  for  the  credit  of  them  whom  he 
ordered,  all  his  consecration  ought  to  stand  in  force,  especially  seeing 
the  said  Formosus  was  afterward  received  and  absolved  by  Pope 
Martin  from  that  his  perjury  and  degradation.    In  the  mean 
time,  as  witnessetli  Sigebert,  this  Formosus   sendeth   to  King 
Arnulph  for  aid  against  his  adversaries ;  who  then  marching  towards 
Rome,  was  there  prevented  by  the  Romans  from  entering.  Rut 
in  the  siege,  saith  the  author,  the  Romans  within  so  played  the 
lions,  that  a  poor  hare,  or  such  like  thing,  coming  toward  the  city, 
the  host  of  Arnulph  followed  after  with  such  a  main  cry,  that  the 
valiant  Romans  upon  the  walls  for  very  fear,  and  where  there  was  no 
hurt,  cast  themselves  desperately  over  the  walls,  so  that  Arnulph  with 
little  labour  scaled  the  walls,  and  got  the  city.     Thus  Arnulph, 
obtaining  the  city  of  Rome,  rescueth  Pope  Formosus,  and  beheadeth 
his  adversaries;  whom  the  pope  to  gratify  with  like  recompencc 
again,  blesseth  and  crowneth  for  emperor.    This  Formosus,  sitting 
fast  about  the  space  of  four  or  five  years,  followed  his  predecessors ; 
after  whose  time,  as  I  said,  within  the  space  of  nine  years,  were  nine 
bishops,  as  followeth.    But  in  the  mean  time,  concerning  the  story 
of  this  Formosus  declared  by  Sigebert,  and  many  other  chronicles, 
this  thing  would  I  gladly  ask,  and  more  gladly  learn  of  some  indif- 
ferent good  Catholic  person,  who  not  of  obstinacy,  but^of  simple  error 
being  a  papist,  would  answer  it  to  his  conscience,  whether  doth  he 
think  the  holy  order  of  priesthood,  which  he  taketh  for  one  of  the 
seven  sacraments,  to  be  character  indelebilis  or  not  ?    If  it  be  not 
indek&ilu,  that  is,  if  it  be  such  a  thing  as  may  be  put  off,  why  then 
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Ectirriv-  doth  the  pope's  doctrine  so  call  and  so  hold  the  contrary,  prc- 
JfTi'i.  tending  it  to  be  indekbilis,  unremovable?    If  it  be  indeed  so  as 
~   "    they  teach  and  affirm,  indelebilis  cJiaracter,  why  then  did  Pope 
ttx-pope  John,  or  could  Pope  John  annihilate  and  evacuate  one  of  his 
"trdiii'i  seven  pope-holy  sacraments,  making  of  a  priest  a  non-priest  or 
layman,  uncharactcring   his  own  order,  which  is  (as  he  saith) 
a  character,  which  in  no  wise  may  be  blotted  out  or  removed  ? 
Again,  howsoever  Pope  John  is  to  be  judged  in  this  matter  to 
do  either  well  or  not  well,  this  would  I  know,  if  he  did  well  in  so 
dispriesting  and  discharactering  Formosus  for  such  private  offences  ? 
If  yea,  how  then  standeth  his  doing  with  his  own  doctrine  which 
teachcth  the  contrary?     If  he  did  not  well,  how  then  standeth 
his  doctrine  with  his  doings  to  be  true,  which  teacheth  that  the 
ope  with  his  synod  of  cardinals  cannot  err?     Moreover,  if  this 
Ope  John  did  not  err  in  his  disordering  Formosus,  how  then  did 
Martin,  his  successor,  not  err  in  repealing  the  said  doing  of  his 
predecessor?  or  how  did  not  Pope  Formosus  himself  err,  who  being 
unpricsted  by  Pope  John,  afterward,  without  reiterating  the  character 
or  order  of  priesthood,  took  upon  him  to  be  Pope,  and  made  acts 
and  laws  in  the  church  ?    Again,  if  Formosus  now  pope  did  not  err, 
how  then  did  Pope  Stephen  his  successor  afterward  not  err,  who  did 
annihilate  the  consecration,  and  all  other  acts  of  the  said  Formosus,  as 
erroneous  ?    Or  again,  if  we  say  that  this  Stephen  with  his  synod 
of  cardinals  did  right,  then  how  could  it  be  that  Pope  Theodore, 
and  Pope  John  X.,  who  came  after  the  aforesaid  Stephen,  did  not 
plainly  err,  who,  approving  the  consecration  of  Formosus,  did  condemn 
and  burn  the  acts  synodal  of  Stephen  and  his  cardinals,  which  before 
had  condemned  Formosus,  according  as  in  story  here  consequently 
may  appear  ? 

After  Formosus  had  governed  the  see  of  Rome  five  years,  succeeded 
first  Boniface  VI.,  who  continued  but  five  and  twenty  days.  Then 
came  Stephen  VI.,  who  so  envied  the  name  of  his  predecessor  For- 
mosus, that  he  abrogated  and  dissolved  his  decrees,  and,  taking  up 
his  body  after  it  was  buried,  cat  two  fingers  off  his  right  hand,  and 
commanded  them  to  be  cast  into  the  Tiber,  and  then  buried  the  body 
in  a  private  or  layman's  sepulchre.1 

Thus,  after  Stephen  had  sat  in  the  chair  of  pestilence  one  year, 
succeeded  to  the  same  chair  Pope  Romanus,  and  sat  tlirce  months, 
repealing  the  acts  decreed  bv  Stephen  his  predecessor,  against  For- 
mosus. Next  to  him  came  Theodore  II.,  who  likewise  taking  part 
with  Formosus  against  the  aforesaid  Stephen,  reigned  but  twenty  days. 
Then  sat  Pope  John  X.,  who  did  fight  and  repugn  against  the 
Romans,  and,  to  confirm  the  cause  of  Formosus  more  surclv,  did 
hold  a  synod  at  Ravenna  of  seventy-four  bishops,  the  French  king 
Endo  and  his  archbishops  being  present  at  the  same,  at  the  which 
council  were  ratified  all  the  decrees  and  doings  of  Formosus,  and 
the  contrary  acts  of  the  synod  of  Stephen  VI.  were  burned.  This 
pope  lived  not  as  pope  fully  two  years,  after  whom  succeeded 
a.d.  skk.  Benedict  IV.,  who  kept  the  chair  three  years.  After  him,  Leo  V. 
was  next  pope,  who  within  forty  days  of  his  papacy,  was,  with  strong 


(l)  Ex  Chron.  Martini  p»nltenti*ril.    Ex  Sigcberto.    Ex  Polych.  ct  elli*. 
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hand,  taken  and  cast  into  prison  by  one  Christopher,  his  own  house- 
hold  chaplain,  whom  he  had  long  nourished  in  his  house ;  which  thing, 
saith  Platina,  could  not  be  done  without  great  conspiracy,  and  much 
slaughter  of  men.     This  Christopher,  being  pope  about  the  space  t£2L* 
of  seven  months,  was  likewise  himself  hoisted  from  his  papal  throne  •oneu»nd 
by  Sergius,  like  as  he  had  done  to  his  master  before ;  and  thus  within  by  hl«*d 
the  space  of  nine  years  had  been  nine  popes,  one  after  another. 
Then  Sergius,  after  he  had  thrust  down  Pope  Christopher,  and 
sliom  him  monk  into  a  monastery,  occupied  his  room  seven  years. 
This  Sergius,  a  rude  man  and  unlearned,  very  proud  and  cruel,  A  D- 907- 
had  before  been  put  back  from  the  popedom  by  Formosus  above- 
mentioned  ;  by  reason  whereof,  to  revenge  himself  upon  Formosus 
again,  Sergius  being  now  in  his  papacy,  caused  the  body  of  Formosus, 
•where  it  was  buried,  to  be  taken  up,  and  afterward  sitting  in  the  papal 
sec  (as  in  his  pontificalibus),  first  degraded  him,  and  then  commanded 
bis  head  to  be  smitten  off,  with  the  other  three  fingers  that  were  left,  Pt»P*  For- 
as  Sigebert  writes  ;  which  done,  he  made  his  body  to  be  thrown  into  after  ' 
the  Tiber,  deposing  likewise  all  such  as  by  the  said  Formosus  before  Sailed 
had  been  consecrated  and  invested.    This  body  of  Formosus,  thus 
thrown  into  the  Tiber,  was  afterwards,  as  our  writers  say,  found  and 
taken  up  by  certain  fishers,  and  so  brought  into  St.  Peter's  temple ; 
at  the  presence  whereof,  as  they  also  say,  certain  images  there 
standing  by,  bowed  down  themselves,  and  reverenced  the  same — 
with  lie  and  all.   But  such  deceivable  miracles  of  stocks  and  images, 
in  monkish  and  friary  temples,  be  to  us  no  news,  especially  here  in 


England,  where  we  have  been  so  inured  to  the  like,  and  so  many,  that  f^Jtoo- 
such  wily  practices  cannot  be  to  us  invisible,  though  this  crown-shorn  fU*- 
generation  think  themselves  to  dance  in  a  net.    But  the  truth  is, 
while  they  think  to  deceive  the  simple,  these  wily  beguilers  most  of 
all  deceive  themselves,  as  they  will  find,  except  they  repent.  By  this  ^"{"f 
Pope  Serin  us  I.  came  up  the  use  to  bear  about  candles  on  Candlemas  °n  r«n- 


day,  for  the  purifying  of  the  blessed  Virgin ;  as  though  the  sacred  day"'"* 
conception  of  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  were  to  be  purified  as  a  thing 


impure,  and  that  with  candle-light ! 

After  Sergius  entered  Pope  Anastasius  III.,  in  whose  time  the  a.d.  »u 
bodv  of  Formosus,  aforenamed,  is  thought  to  be  found  of  fishermen 
in  tfie  river  Tiber,  and  so  brought  (as  is  said)  into  the  temple  to  be 
saluted  of  the  images ;  which  thing  may  be  quickly  tainted  as  a  lie ; 
for  how  is  it  to  be  thought  that  the  body  of  Formosus,  so  long  dead 
before,  and  now  lying  seven  years  in  the  river,  could  remain  whole  all 
that  while,  that  fishers  might  take  it  up,  and  discern  it  to  be  the 
same  ?  After  Anastasius  had  sat  two  years  followed  Pope  Lando  I., 
the  father,  as  some  think,  of  Pope  John,  which  John  is  said  to 
have  been  the  paramour  of  Theodora,  an  infamous  woman  of  Rome, 
and  set  up  by  her,  either  against  Lando,  or  after  Lando  his  father,  to 
succeed  in  his  room.  There  is  a  story  writer,  called  Luithprandus,1 
who  makcth  mention  of  this  Theodora  and  Pope  John  X.,  and  saith,  Batbta* 
moreover,  that  this  Theodora  had  a  daughter,  named  Marozia,  which 
Marozia  had,  by  Pope  Sergius  above-mentioned,  a  son,  who  was  at 
afterward  Pope  John  XL    The  same  Marozia  afterwards  chanced 
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Eectou-  to  marry  with  Guido,  marquis  of  Tuscia,  through  the  means  of 
again,  which  Guido  and  his  friends  at  Rome,  she  brought  to  pass  that  this 
Pope  John  X.  was  smothered  with  a  pillow  laid  to  his  mouth,  after  he 
had  reigned  thirteen  years,  and  so  that  the  aforesaid  John  XL,  her  son, 
might  succeed  next  after  him ;  but  because  the  clergy  and  people  of 
Rome  did  not  agree  to  his  election,  Pope  Leo  VI.  was  in  his  place 
set  up ;  thus,  Pope  John,  the  son  of  Sergius  and  Marozia,  being 
dejected,  Pope  Leo  reigned  seven  months.    After  him,  Pope  Stephen 
a.d  aw.  VII.  or  VIII.  reigned  two  years,  who,  being  poisoned,  Pope  John 
Pope      XL  above-rehearsed,  the  son  of  Sergius  and  Marozia,  was  set  up 
reitond?'  v&mi  m  tnc  PaPacv>  where  he  reigned  nearly  the  space  of  five  years. 
Of  the  wickedness  of  Marozia,  how  she  married  two  brethren,  one 
after  the  death  of  the  other,  and  how  she  governed  all  Rome  and  the 
whole  church  at  that  time,  I  let  it  pass.    Although  the  Latin  verses 
wherewith  Luithprandus  doth  inveigh  against  such  women  as  marry 
two  brethren,  were  not  unworthy  here  to  be  recited,  and  perhaos  might 
be  further  applied  than  to  that  Marozia  of  Rome,  yet  for  shortness 
I  let  them  also  pass.    After  John  XL  followed  Pope  Leo  VII.  three 
years  and  four  months;  Pope  Stephen  VIII.  three  years  and  four 
a.d. 939.  months;  Pope  Martin  III.  three  years  and  six  months;  and,  after 
him,  Pope  Agapetus  II.  eight  years  and  six  months;1  about  whose 

cSou  t"ne'  or  a  ^e  ^ewre'  I*0??"1  firet  the  order  of  monks,  called  Ordo 
cen.i»  be-  Cluniaccnsis.  But  now  to  leave  off  these  monstrous  matters  of  Rome, 
A.D.eM«.  aRd  to  return  again  to  our  country  of  England,  where  we  last  left  off. 


EDWARD  THE  ELDER.' 

A.D.      After  the  reign  of  the  famous  King  Alfred,  his  son  Edward 
901.   succeeded,  sirnamed  the  Elder;  where  first  is  to  be  noted,  that  before 
the  conquest  of  the  Normans,  there  were  in  England  three  Edwards : 
first,  this  Edward  the  Elder ;  secondly,  Edward  the  Martyr ;  thirdly, 
Fdw^rd.  Edward  the  Confessor ;  whereof  hereafter  (by  the  grace  of  Christ)  shall 
wore  the  follow  in  order,  as  place  shall  give  to  be  declared.    This  Edward 
conqueit.  DCgan  njs  j^jgn  ^.d.  901,'  and  governed  the  land  right  valiantly 
Alfred    an^  noDb'  wur  and  twenty  years.   In  knowledge  of  good  letters  and 
and  hu   learning  he  was  not  to  be  compared  to  his  father ;  otherwise,  in  princely 
ward^"  renown,  in  civil  government,  and  in  martial  prowess,  he  was  nothing 
j£^"d     inferior,  but  rather  excelled  him,  through  whose  valiant  acts  the 
princedom  of  Wales  and  kingdom  of  Scotland,  with  Constantine  king 
thereof,  were  first  to  him  subdued.    He  adjoined,  moreover,  to  his 
dominion,  the  country  of  East  Anglia,  that  is,  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
and  Essex.    All  Merceland  also  he  recovered,  and  Northumberland, 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Danes.   In  all  his  wars  he  never  lightly  went 
without  victory.    The  subjects  of  his  provinces  and  dominions  were 
so  inured  and  hardened  in  continual  practice  and  feats  of  war,  that 
when  they  heard  of  any  enemies  coming  (never  tarrying  for  any 

(1)  On  the  authority  of  Motheun,  lotne  obvious  errors  in  the  history  of  the  pope*  of  Rome 

have  been  here  corrected. — Ed. 

(2)  Edition  1563.  p.  10.    Ed.  1583,  p.  146.    Ed.  1390,  p.  133.    Ed.  16R4,  roL  i.  p.  163.  Ed. 

(3)  Baronius  calif  the  tenth  century,  an  "  iron  age,  barren  of  alt  goodness  ;  aleaden  age,  abound- 
ing with  all  wickedness ;  and  a  dark  ag?,  rim. irk  able  bote  all  the  rest  for  the  scarcity  of  writers 
•ad  men  of  learning. "-Ed. 
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bidding  from  the  king  or  from  his  dukes),  straightway  they  encountered  JMrord 

with  them  ;  both  in  number  and  in  knowledge  of  the  order  of  war,  BtdtT-_ 

excelling  always  their  adversaries.    Malmesbury  saith,  "  So  was  the  A- 
coming  and  assaulting  of  their  enemies,  to  the  people  and  common  —J 
soldiers  but  a  trifle,  to  the  king  but  a  ridicule.,n    Among  other 
adversaries  who  were  busy  rather  than  wise,  in  assailing  this  king, 
was  one  called  Clito  Ethelwold,  a  young  man,  King  Edward's  uncle's  aito 
son ;  who,  first  occupying  the  town  of  Woburn,  and  taking  thence 
a  nun  with  him,  whom  he  had  already  married,  fled  by  night  to  rcbfl» 
Northumberland,  to  unite  himself  unto  the  Danes,  and  was  made  KnJ*1 
chief  king  and  captain  over  them.    Being  chased  from  thence,  Clito  ^0*004. 
fled  over  into  France,  but  shortly  returning  again  into  England,  he 
landed  in  East  England,  where,  with  a  company  of  Danes  of  that 
country  gathering  to  him,  he  destroyed  and  pillaged  much  of  the 
country  about  Crekinford  and  Crikeland ;  and  so  passing  over  the 
Thames,  after  he  had  spoiled  the  land  there  to  Bradenstock,  returned 
again  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk ;  where,  meeting  with  an  ambushment 
of  Kentish  men,  which  dragged  and  tarried  after  the  main  host  of 
Edward,  contrary  to  his  commandment,  he  inclosed  them,  and  slew 
the  most  part  of  them.    Soon  after,  the  two  hosts  meeting  together, 
between  the  two  ditches  of  St.  Edmund's  land,  after  a  long  fight, 
Clito  and  many  of  the  Danes  were  slain,  and  the  remnant  were  con- 
strained to  seek  for  peace,  which,  upon  certain  conditions,  and  under  a 
tribute,  was  to  them  granted. 

In  process,  about  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  the  Danes  repent-  a.d.  »i3. 
ing  them  of  their  covenants,  and  minding  to  break  the  same,  assem- 
bled a  host,  and  met  with  the  king  in  Staffordshire,  at  a  place 
called  Tottenhall,  and  soon  after  at  Wodcnfield,  at  which  two  places 
the  king  slew  two  kings,  two  earls,  and  many  thousands  of  Danes  tliat 
occupied  the  country  of  Northumberland. 

Thus  the  importunate  rage  of  the  Danes  being  assuaged,  King 
Edward  having  now  some  leisure  given  from  wars  to  other 
studies,  gave  his  mind  to  the  building  or  repairing  of  cities,  towns, 
and  castles,  that  by  the  Danes  were  rased,  shattered,  and  broken ;  as 
first,  of  Chester,  which  city  he  enlarged  to  double  that  it  was  before, 
compassing  the  castle  within  the  walls  of  the  same,  which  before  stood 
without.  That  done,  the  king  builded  a  strong  castle  at  Hereford, 
on  the  edge  of  Wales.  Also,  for  thc^trcngthening  of  the  country, 
lie  made  a  castle  at  the  mouth  of  the  water  of  Avon,  and  another 
castle  at  Buckingham,  and  the  third  fast  thereby  upon  the  river  Ouse. 
Moreover,  he  builded  or  re-edified  the  towns  of  Towcestcr  and  Wig- 
moor,  and  destroyed  the  castle  that  the  Danes  had  made  at  Demes- 
ford.  Likewise  upon  the  river  Trent,  against  the  old  town  of 
Nottingham,  he  builded  a  new  town  on  the  south  side,  and  made  a  The  new 
bridge  over  the  river  between  the  said  two  towns.  Also  by  the  river  SnJ- 
Mersey  he  builded  a  city  or  town  in  the  north  end  of  Mercia,  and  {™dc<L 
named  it  Thilwall ;  and'  after  repaired  the  city  of  Manchester,  that 
was  sore  defaced  with  wars  of  the  Danes. 

Jn  this  renewing  and  building  of  towns  and  castles,  for  the  more 
fortifying  of  his  realm,  his  sister  Elfleda,  daughter  of  King  Alfred, 
and  married  to  the  duke  of  Mercia,  as  is  before-mentioned,  was  no  small 

(I)  -  IU  ho.te»  mflitibu*  contemptui,  regi  riiuJ  ermnt."-Ouliel.  Malmwb.  de  Regit). 
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helper.   Of  this  Elfleda,  it  is  firmly  of  writers  affirmed,  that  she  being, 
u,e  Kidtr.  ^  ig        married  to  Ethelrcd,  duke  of  Mercia,  after  she  had  once 
A.D.  assayed  the  pains  of  travail,  did  so  much  abhor  them,  that  it  seemed 
'   to  her,  she  said,  not  seemly  for  a  noble  woman  to  desire  that  whereof 
I     so  great  sorrow  and  travail  should  ensue.    Yet  notwithstanding,  the 
same  Elfleda,  for  all  her  delicate  tenderness,  was  so  hardy  in  warlike 
dangers,  which  nature  giveth  not  to  women,  that,  fighting  against 
^     the  Danes,  four  of  her  next  knights,  who  were  guardians  of  her 
character  body,  were  slain  fast  by  her.    This  Elfleda,  among  her  other  noble 
ofEincd*.        whereby  she  deserved  praise,  was  a  great  helper  and  stirrer  up  of 
her  brother  Edward,  who  builded  ancT  newly  repaired  many  castles  and 
towns,  as  Tamworth  beside  Lichfield,  Stafford,  Warwick,  Shrewsbury, 
Watrisbury,  Eldsbury  beside  Chester  in  the  forest,  now  destroyed ; 
also,  in  the  north  end  of  Mercia,  upon  the  river  Mersey,  a  castle 
called  Runcorn ;  as  well  as  a  bridge  over  the  Severn,  named  Brimrois- 
bury  bridge. 

JhHaiM  As  touching  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  Edward,  as  also  of  his 
Alfred  father  Alfred,  made  before  him,  I  omit  here  to  record  them  for  length 
EdwSd*  °f  matter  and  waste  of  time ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  this  admonition 
by  the  way  I  think  good  to  note,  that  in  the  days  of  those  ancient 
kings  reigning  in  England,  the  authority  both  of  conferring  bishop- 
rics and  spiritual  promotions,  and  also  of  prescribing  laws  as  well 
to  the  churchmen  as  to  the  laity,  and  of  ordering  and  intermeddling 
in  matters  merely  spiritual,  was  then  in  the  hands  of  kings  ruling  in 
the  land,  and  not  only  in  the  hand  of  the  pope,  as  appeareth  by  the 
laws  of  Alfred.1 

Kinetof  By  these  and  other  such  like  constitutions  it  may  appear,  how 
uptime*  the  governance  and  direction  of  the  church  in  those  days  depended 
£"hohriJ  not  upon  Monsieur  le  Pope  of  Rome,  but  upon  the  kings,  who  here, 

uLV'1'1*  m  t^le*r  tmie  (un^er  *ne  Lord),  did  govern  the  land.  To  this  also 
the  example  of  King  Edward's  time  gives  testimony ;  which  Edward, 
with  Pleimundus  above-mentioned,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
with  other  bishops,  in  a  synod  assembled,  assigned  and  elected  seven 
bishops,  in  seven  metropolitan  churches  of  the  realm ;  the  first  of 
whom  was  Fridclstan,  the  second  Adclstan,  the  third  Wcrstan,  the 
fourth  Adeleme,  the  fifth  Edelfus,  the  sixth  Dcrnegus,  the  seventh 
Kenulphus  ;  in  which  election  the  king's  authority  seemed  then  alone 
to  be  sufficient. 

This  Edward,  as  in  the  beginning  was  said,  reigned  twenty-four 
vears,  who  had  three  wives,  Egwin,  EMed,  and  Etheiwid.  Of  Egwin 
lifeUder  ne  "iat^  kis  eldest  son  Athelstan,  who  next  succeeded  in  the  kingdom, 
and  a  daughter,  married  after  to  the  duke. of  Northumberland.  Of 
Elflcd  he  received  two  sons,  to  wit,  Ethclwald  and  Edwin,  and  six 
daughters.  Ethelwald  was  excellently  well  seen  in  all  knowledge  of 
learning,  much  resembling,  both  in  countenance  and  conditions,  his 
grandfather  Alfred ;  he  died  soon  after  his  father.  Of  his  six  daugh- 
ters, two  of  them,  Elfled  and  Ethelhilda,were  made  nuns,  the  other 

(1)  "  81  quis  fomicetur  cum  more  i 
Si  qui*  In  quadrageaima  sancl 
Ut  Christian!  Detun  diliKant  et 
Si  qui*  Chriatlanltatem  ntutrt,  &c7 
8i  qui*  orditiatua  aacri*  furetur,  &c. 
Si  Presbyter  ad  rectum  terminum  sanctum  chriima,  to. 
81  duo  fratrcs  vel  cognati  cum  una  aliqua  faralcautur,  to." 
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four  were  married  ;  Edgina  to  Charles,  the  French  king,  in  his  father's 
time ;  Ethilda,  by  king  Athelstan,  was  married  to  Hugo,  the  son  of  a.  1)7 
Duke  Robert ;  Edgitha  and  Algina  were  both  sent  to  Henry,  prince  of  92 1. 
Almains.   The  latter  the  said  Henry  married  to  his  son  Otho,  who  was 
the  first  emperor  of  the  Almains ;  the  other  sister,  who  was  Edgitha, 
the  aforesaid  Henry  married  to  a  certain  duke,  about  the  borders 
of  the  Alps,  in  Italy.    Of  his  third  wife,  Ethelwid,  Edward  received 
two  sons,  Edmund  and  Edred,  who  both  reigned  after  Athelstan  ;  and 
two  daughters,  Edburga,  whom  he  made  a  nun,  and  Eadguina,  who 
was  married  to  Louis,  prince  of  Aquitania,  in  France.    These  sons 
and  daughters  King  Edward  the  Elder  thus  brought  up  ;  his  daughters  The 
he  set  to  spinning  and  to  the  needle;  his  sons  he  set  to  the  study  up  "of"* 
of  learning,  "  to  the  end  that  they,  being  at  first  made  philoso-  eo^vA'* 
phers,  should  be  the  more  expert  thereby  to  govern  the  common- 1 
wealth."1 


ATHELSTAN,  or  ADELSTAN.* 

Athelstan*,  or  Adclstan,  after  the  death  of  Edward  his  father,  A.D. 
began  his  reign  in  England,  and  was  crowned  at  Kingston.    He  924. 
was  a  prince  of  worthy  memory,  valiant  and  wise  in  all  his  acts,  and 
nothing  inferior  unto  his  father  Edward.    In  like  worldly  renown  of 
civil  government,  he  joined,  with  much  prosperous  success,  in  reducing 
this  realm  under  the  subjection  of  one  monarchy ;  for  he  both  expelled 
the  Danes,  subdued  the  Scots,  and  quieted  the  Welshmen,  as  well  in 
North  Wales  as  also  in  Cornwall.     The  first  enemy  against  this 
Athelstan,  was  one  Elfred,  who,  with  a  faction  of  seditious  persons 
conspiring  against  the  said  Athelstan,  at  Winchester,  incontinently, 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  went  about  to  put  out  his  eyes.  Not- 
withstanding, the  king  escaping  that  danger,  through  the  help  of  God, 
was  at  that  time  delivered.    Elfred,  upon  this,  being  accused,  fled  to  Duke  fj- 
Rome,  there  before  the  pope  to  purge  himself  by  his  oath.    Being  SyUd" 
brought  to  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  and  there  swearing,  or  rather  "rirhkeen 
forswearing,  himself  to  be  clear,  who  indeed  was  guilty  thereof,  he  hand  of 
suddenly,  upon  his  oath,  fell  down ;  and  so  being  brought  to  the  ^Jry. 
English"  house  in  Rome,  within  three  days  after  departed.  The 
pope  sending  word  unto  King  Athelstan,  whether  he  would  have 
the  said  Elfred  buried  among  Christians  or  no,  at  length,  through 
the  persuasions  of  his  friends  and  kinsfolks,  it  was  concluded  that 
he  should  be  buried  with  christian  burial.  This  story,  although  I  find 
it  in  no  other  writers  mentioned,  but  only  in  the  Chronicles  of  Guli- 
elmus,  yet,  forasmuch  as  it  beareth  the  witness  and  words  of  the 
fciog  himself,  as  testified  in  an  old  deed  of  gift,  given  to  the  mona- 
stery of  Malmesbury,  I  thought  the  same  to  be  of  the  more  credit. 
The  words  of  the  king  proceed  as  follow  in  the  note." 


(1)  "  L't  qua*!  philoaophi  ad  gubernandam  rempubliram  non  Jam  rude*  procederent." — Guliel. 
Maime«!>  ile  Reirib-  — 
fll  Kdirton  1563    V.  10.    Ed.  15*3,  p.  147.    Ed.  1596,  p.  133.    Ed.  16M,  Tol.  1.  p.  164-Eo. 
J)  The  coov  of  iui  old  wriUng  of  King  Atbelitan,  tcntlf)  inK  of  the  miraculous  death  of  Duke 
KJfmJ  juddenlv  atricken  by  the  hand  of  God  for  perjury:— "  Sriant  aaptentca  reglonU  noatne.  non 
me  injuate  rapuiaae,  rapinamque  Deo  dediiae.    8ed  ale  cju  accepi,  uuemad- 
optiroatea  regul  Anglorum.   Inauper  et  apottolicua  papa  Roman* 
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Atheuta*-     In  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Athelstan,  for  an  unity 
A.  D.  and  a  peace  to  be  had  between  the  king  and  the  Danes  of  North- 
925.    umberland,  he  married  the  sister  of  Sitheric  their  king,  whereof 
mention  is  made  before ;  but  shortly  after,  within  one  year,  this 
Sitheric  died,  after  whose  death,  King  Athelstan  seized  that  province 
urabeV  ^  own  nan<k*  Pu*ting  out  the  son  of  the  aforesaid  Sitheric, 

und  and  called  Alan  us,  who,  with  his  brother  Godfrid,  fled,  the  one  into 
•ubdued*  Ireland,  the  other  to  Constantino,  king  of  Scots ;  and,  when  he 
ki.!hor   ^ad  thus  accorded  with  the  Danes  of  Northumberland,  he  shortly 
Eugund.  made  subject  unto  him  Constantine,  king  of  Scots.    But  the  said 
Constantine  behaved  himself  so  lowly  to  the  king,  that  he  restored 
him  to  his  former  dignity,  saying,  that  it  was  more  honour  to  make 
a  king  than  to  be  a  king. 

Not  long  after,  the  said  Constantine,  king  of  Scots,  did  break 
covenant  with  King  Athelstan ;  wherefore  he  assembled  his  knights, 
and  made  towards  Scotland,  where  subduing  his  enemies,  and  bringing 
them  again  unto  due  subjection,  he  returned  into  England  with 
victory.  Here,  by  the  way,  in  some  story-writers,  who,  forgetting 
the  office  of  historians,  seem  to  play  the  poets,  is  written  and 
recorded  for  a  marvel,  that  the  said  Athelstan,  returning  out  of 
Scotland  into  England,  came  to  York,  and  so  into  the  church  of 
St.  John  of  Beverly,  to  redeem  his  knife,  which  before  he  had  left 
there  for  a  pledge  at  his  going  forth  ;  in  the  which  place,  he  praying 
to  God  and  to  St.  John  of  Beverly,  that  he  might  leave  there  some 
mlradM*  remembrance  whereby  they  that  came  after  might  know  that  the 
Scots  by  right  should  be  subdued  to  the  English  men,  smote  with  a 
sword,  they  say,  upon  a  great  hard  stone  standing  near  about  the 
castle  of  Dunbar,  so  that  with  the  stroke  thereof  the  stone  was  cut 
a  large  ell  deep,  with  a  lie  also  no  less  deep  than  was  the  stroke  in 
the  stone.  But  of  this  poetical  or  fabulous  story,  albeit  Poly- 
chronicon,  Fabian,  Jomalensis,  and  others,  constantly  accord  in  the 
same,  yet  in  Malmesbury  and  Huntington  no  mention  is  made  at  all. 
But  peradventure,  he  that  was  the  first  inventor  of  this  tale  of  the 
stone,  was  disposed  to  lie  for  the  whetstone ;  wherefore  in  my 
mind  he  is  worthy  to  have  it.  Of  like  truth  and  credit  seemeth 
also  to  be  this  that  folio weth,  about  the  same  year  and  time  under 
the  reign  of  King  Athelstan,  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  of  one 
Bristan,  bishop  of  Winchester,  who  succeeded  Frithstan,  in  the 
a  d.  m.  same  sec,  and  governed  that  bishopric  four  years.  This  Bristan, 
being  a  devout  bishop  in  prayer  and  contemplation,  used  much, 
among  his  solitary  walks,  to  frequent  late  the  church-yard,  praying 

feci mIbt  Johannes,  Elfredo  defuncto,  qui  nostra  feltcitati  et  viUe  trmultu  extltit,  nequtthe  In imi 
co rum  nostrorum  consentient  ;  qnando  me  roluerunt  (patre  defuncto)  carfare  In  urbe  Wintonia,  si 
non  me  Dcus  sua  pietate  ertpuistet.  Sed  drnudatii  corum  machtnaroentis,  remiasus  est  ad 
Romanam  rcclestaro,  ut  ibi  sc  coram  Apostolico  Jnhanne  jurcjurando  defenderet.  Et  hoc  fecit  coram 
altare  sancti  Petri.  Sed  facto  Juramcnto,  cecidit  coram  alt  are,  et  man  1  bus  famulorum  suorum 
portatus  est  ad  scholam  Anglorum,  et  Ibi  tcrtia  noctc  vitam  flnlrlt.  Et  tunc  apostolicus  ad  nos 
rcmiilt,  et  quid  dc  co  ageretur  a  nobis  consuluit,  an  cum  cirtcris  Christianis  corpus  illius  pone- 
rctur.  His  pcractis.  et  nobis  renundatis,  optimatcs  regtonis  noitnr  cum  pmplnquorum  illius 
turma  efflagitabant  omnf  humilitatr,  ut  corpus  illius  per  nostram  liccntiam  cum  corporibus  ponc- 
ri-tur  Christianorum.  Kosque  flagitationi  illorum  consentientc*  Komam  retnisimus ;  et  papa 
conscntlcnte,  positus  est  ad  ortcros  Chrhttanos,  quamris  indipus.  Et  sic  judicata  est  mihi  tola 
poiMJssio  ejus  in  magma  ct  In  uiodicis.  Sed  et  hire  apicibus  llterarum  pnrnotavimus,  ne  quando 
aboleatur,  unde  mihi  pwfata  posscssio,  quam  Deo  et  sancto  Petro  dedl,  donatur.  Nee  Justlus 
Dovi,  quam  Deo  et  sancto  Petro  banc  poss< 


cadcrc  fecerunt,  ct'mibi  prosywritatcm  rcgnl  largitl  suut," 
in  Viu  Ethelstaui. 
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for  tlie  souls  there,  and  all  christian  souls  departed.   Upon  a  time  the  _ 
said  Bristan,  after  his  wonted  manner  proceeding  in  his  devotions,  A.  I). 
when  he  had  done,  came  to  "  Requieseant  in  pace,'"  whereunto  *>31. 
suddenly  a  great  multitude  of  souls  answering  together  with  one  voice, 
said,  44  Amen.r>   Of  this  miracle  albeit  I  have  not  much  to  say,  hasting 
to  other  matters,  yet  this  question  would  1  ask  of  some  indifferent 
papist,  who  were  not  wilful,  but  of  ignorance  deceived,  whether 
this  multitude  which  here  answered,  44  Amen,"  were  the  souls  of 
them  buried  in  the  church-yard  or  not  ?    If  yea,  then  how  were  they 
in  purgatory,  what  time  they  were  heard  in  that  place  answering 
44  Amen,"  except  we  should  think  purgatory  to  be  in  the  church- 
yard at  Winchester,  where  the  souls  were  heard  then  so  many 
answering  and  praying,  44  Amen  ?  "    And  yet  this  story  is  testified 
by  the  accord  of  writers  of  that  time,  Malmcsbury,  Polychronicon, 
Hovcden,  Jornalensis,  and  others.    Much  like  miracles  and  pro- 
phecies also  we  read  of  Elphege  who  succeeded  him ;  but  because 
we  haste  to  other  things,  let  these  fables  pass. 

Ye  heard  a  little  before,  how  King  Athelstan,  after  the  death  of 
Sitheric,  king  of  Northumberland,  seized  that  land  or  province  into 
bis  own  hand,  and  put  out  his  son  Alanus,  who,  after  flying 
into  Scotland,  married  the  daughter  of  Constantine,  king  of  Scots, 
by  whose  stirring  and  exhortation  he  gathered  a  company  of  Danes, 
Scots,  and  others,  and  entered  the  mouth  of  the  number  with  a 
strong  navy  of  six  hundred  and  fifteen  ships.    King  Athelstan,  with 
his  brother  Edmund,  having  knowledge  of  this,  prepared  an  army,  Battle 
and  at  length  joined  in  fight  with  him  and  his  people,  at  a  place  2""™- 
called  Brunanburh,  or  Brimford,  where  he,  fighting  with  them  from  SjfcMi, 
morning  to  even,  after  a  terrible  slaughter  on  both  sides,  the  like  of 
which  hath  not  been  often  seen  in  England,  had  the  victory.  In 
this  battle  were  slain  five  small  and  under-kings,  with  Constantine, 
king  of  Scots,  and  twelve  dukes,  with  the  more  part  of  all  the  Another 
strangers  which  at  that  time  thev  gathered  to  them.    Here,  also,  our  muaeieof 
writers  put  in  another  miracle,  now,  in  this  battle,  King  Athelstan 'a 
sword  miraculously  fell  into  its  sheath,  through  the  prayer  of  Odo,  *tarr« 
then  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Concerning  tliis  battle,  I  find  in  a  certain  written  Chronicle,  the  qd0.«rch- 
underwritten  verses,  which,  that  they  should  not  be  lost,  I  thought  eam?r-°f 
not  unworthy  here  of  rehearsal.1  bu,T- 

(1)  "  Tramlcrat  quinoa,  tt  trea,  et  quatttor  anno». 
Jure  regent  civca,  sublgcna  virtute  tyrannoa  : 
Cum  redit  ilia  luea  Europa;  noxia  labea. 
Jam  cubat  in  tenia  fera  barbariea  aqullonla, 
F.t  jacet  in  cam  pi  i  pelago  pirata  relfcto. 
Illiritai  torvawpue  minaa  Ana  lan  ui  anhelani, 
Barrhanti  furue,  Scotorutn  rege  vnlente, 
Comroodat  a»*enium  borealia  terra  acre  num. 
Et  Jam  grande  tument.  Jam  terrcnt  aera  verbis. 
Cedunt  indigene,  ced.it  pl&ga  tola  aupcrbia. 
Nam  quia  rex  noater  lidena  olarrisque  Juventa, 
Eineritua  pridem  detriverat  ocla  lent*, 
lilt  continui*  firdabant  omnia  pnrdia 
Urgvnte*  miteros  injectit  ignibua  agroi. 
Marcuerant  totia  viridantia  grantina  canipii, 
yEgra  acRca  votum  dcluaerat  agricolanim. 
Tanta  futt  pnlituni.  tam  barbara  via  equitantum, 
Innumerabilium  roncurtui  quadmpedantum. 
Excivlt  Undent  fama:  querimonia  regem, 
Ne  a*  cauterio  tali  pateretur  inuri. 
Quod  ana  baroanc.-e  ceailsaent  I 
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ETHELSTAN   MURDERS  HIS   BROTHER  EDWIN. 


.    After  this  victory  thus  obtained  over  the  Danes  and  Scots,  King 
A.  D.  Athelstan  also  subdued,  or  at  least  quieted,  the  North  Britons,  whom 
934.    he  convening  at  Hereford,  or  thereabouts,  forced  them  to  grant  unto 
xh«      him,  as  a  yearly  tribute,  twenty  pounds  of  gold,  three  hundred  pounds 
nncTsouth  °^  s^yeT->  and  of  heads  of  neat,  five  and  twenty  hundred,  with  hawks 
Ddton"   and  dogs,  to  a  certain  number.    This  done,  he  went  to  Exeter, 
to  trilute,  and  there  likewise  subduing  the  South  Britons  about  Exeter  and 
Su2d.ub"  Cornwall,  repaired  the  walls  of  Exeter  with  sufficient  strength,  and 
so  returned. 

Among  the  victorious  and  noble  acts  of  this  king,  one  blot  there 
is  of  him  written  and  noted,  wherein  he  is  as  much  worthy  to  be 
reprehended  as  in  the  other  before  to  be  commended ;  that  is,  the 
innocent  death  and  murder  of  his  brother  Edwin,  the  occasion 
whereof  was  this : — King  Edward  beforcnamcd,  their  father,  in  the 
time  of  his  youth,  coming  by  a  certain  village  or  grange  where  he 
had  been  nursed  and  brought  up  when  a  child,  thought  of  courtesy 
to  go  to  see  how  his  nurse  did,  where  he,  entering  into  the  house, 
espied  a  certain  young  damsel,  beautiful,  and  right  seemly  attired, 
Egwina  by  name.  This  Egwina,  being  a  poor  man's  daughter, 
had  before  had  a  vision  by  night,  that  from  her  sprang  such  a 
bright  light  of  the  moon,  that  the  brightness  thereof  gave  light 
to  the  realm  of  England,  by  reason  whereof  she  was  taken  into  the 
aforesaid  house,  and  daintily  brought  up  instead  of  their  own  daughter 
for  hope  of  some  advantage  to  ensue  thereby,  as  afterward  it  came  to 
pass ;  for  King  Edward,  as  is  declared,  coming  into  the  house,  and 
being  ravished  with  the  beauty  of  the  maiden,  had  of  her  this 
Athelstan.  Wherefore  the  said  Athelstan  being  thus  born  of  Egwina, 
the  first  wife  to  Edward,  as  is  said,  before  he  was  married  to  her, 
and  fearing  his  next  brother  Edwin,  who  was  rightly  born,  especially 
ai SL  being  stirred  thereunto  through  the  sinister  suggestion  of  his  butler, 
\T\*tht  mc^  displeasure  towards  the  aforesaid  Edwin  his  brother, 

death  of  being  yet  but  young,  that,  notwithstanding  his  innocent  submission 
brother!  aiJd  purgation  made  against  his  accusers,  he  caused  him  to  be  set  in 
an  old  rotten  boat  in  the  broad  sea,  with  only  one  esquire,  and 
without  any  tackling  or  other  provision  to  the  same,  where  the  young 
and  tender  prince  being  dismayed  with  the  rage  of  the  winds  and  the 
floods,  and  now  weary  of  his  life,  cast  himself  overboard  into  the 
sea,  and  so  was  drowned.  The  esquire,  however,  shifting  for  himself 
as  he  could,  and  recovering  the  body  of  his  master,  brought  it  to 
Sandwich,  where  it  was  buried:  which  done,  the  king,  afterwards 
coming  to  the  remembrance  of  himself,  was  stricken  with  great 
repentance  the  space  of  seven  years  together,  and  at  length  was 
revenged  of  him  that  was  the  accuser  of  his  brother.  This  accuser, 
as  is  said,  was  the  king's  cup-bcarcr,  who,  as  God  the  righteous 
Judge  of  all  things  would  have  it,  upon  a  certain  solemn  feast,  bearing 
the  cup  unto  tiie  king,  chanced  in  the  middle  of  the  floor  to  stumble 

Explicit  inventum  vexflla  ferocia  centum, 
Juncta  virum  virtus,  decics  bit  mi  Ilia  quina, 
Ad  stadium  belli  comitantur  prarvia  nijrna. 
Hlcque  ciet  atrvpltut  armatorum  lejrionea, 
Termit  insignia  venicntum  fama  latronea, 
Ut  posita  propria*  prrrda  reprt.vnt  rrgfonra. 
At  vulgua  rehquum  miaeranda  atrafre  percmptum, 
Infccit  bibulas  tcrrN  nldoribui  auraa. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SUPERSTITIOUS  RELICS.  43 


with  one  foot,  helping  and  recovering  himself  with  the  other,  saying  _ 
these  words,  "  Thus  one  brother,  as  you  see,  helpeth  another."  a.  1). 
These  words  being  thus  spoken  in  the  hearing  of  the  king,  so  9.33  to 
moved  his  mind,  that  forthwith  he  commanded  the  false-accuser  of 
his  brother  to  be  had  out  to  execution ;  whose  just  recom pence  I 
would  wish  to  be  a  warning  to  all  men,  what  it  is  to  sow  discord 
between  brother  and  brother. 

King  Athelstan,  besides  his  seven  years',  lamentation  for  this  act, 
budded  the  two  monasteries  of  Middleton  and  of  Michlenes  for  his  T^,'"*' 
brother's  sake,  or,  as  the  stories  say,  for  his  soul :  whereby  it  may  in*  »o- 
appcar  what  was  the  cause  most  special  in  those  days  of  building 
monasteries,  to  wit,  for  releasing  the  sins  both  of  them  departed,  and 
them  alive ;  which  cause,  how  it  standcth  with  the  grace  and  verity 
of  Christ's  gospel,  and  of  his  passion,  let  the  christian,  reader  try  and 
examine  within  himself.   This  cruel  fact  of  the  king  towards  Edwin, 
caused  him  afterward  to  be  more  tender  and  careful  towards  his 
other  brethren  and  sisters  left  in  his  hands  unmarried ;  which  sisters, 
as  is  partly  in  the  chapter  before  declared,  he  richly  bestowed  in 
great  marriages,  as  one  to  the  king  of  Northumberland,  Sitheric ; 
another  to  Louis,  king  of  Aquitaine ;  and  a  third  to  Henry,  duke 
of  Almain,  for  his  son  Otho  I.  emperor  of  the  Germans ;  whereby  otho  i. 
it  is  to  be  understood,  that  the  empire  at  this  time  began  first  to  " 
be  translated  from  France,  where  it  had  remained  about  one  hundred 
years  and  a  half  unto  Germany,  where  it  hath  ever  since  con- 
tinued. 

The  fourth  of  his  sisters,  being  a  virgin  of  singular  beauty, 
Hugo,  the  French  king,  required  to  be  given  to  him  ;  sending  to  jew.it 
King  Athelstan  precious  and  sumptuous  presents,  such  as  were 
not  before  seen  in  England :  among  which  gifts,  besides  the  rare  frj"**** 
odours  of  sundry  favours  and  fine  spices ;  and  besides  the  precious  king, 
and  costly  gems,  namely,  of  smaragdine  of  most  redolent  green; 
besides  also  many  and  great  coursers  and  palfries  with  rich  trappings : 
especially  of  one  jewel  do  writers  make  mention,  which  was  a  certain 
vessel  finely  and  subtilely  made  of  the  precious  stone  onyx,  so 
radiantly  wrought,  that  in  it  appeared  the  lively  corn  growing, 
and  men's  images  walking.    Over  and  besides  was  sent  also  the 
sword  of  Constantine  the  Great,  with  the  name  of  the  possessor 
written  in  golden  letters,  and  in  the  haft  of  the  same  all  beaten  in 
gold  was  one  of  the  iron  nails  wherewith  our  Saviour  on  the  cross  oneofth* 
was  nailed.    Of  the  verity  of  this  I  am  not  disposed  at  this  present  5525*. 
much  to  say  what  I  suspect,  but  from  the  ecclesiastical  story  wJJ  our 
of  Eusebius,  it  is  evident,  that  two  of  the  aforesaid  nails  of  Christ  »« cru- 
were  spent  on  the  bridle  of  Constantine,  the  third  he  cast  into  the  Clfie,t 
sea  in  a  raging  tempest ;  wherefore,  if  Christ  were  nailed  with  four 
nails,  perhaps  this  nail  might  be  one.    If  he  were  nailed  but  with 
three,  1  see  not  how  this  story  can  stand  with  other  stories,  neither 
how  this  fourth  nail  can  stand  with  the  truth.    Among  the  rest, 
moreover,  was  the  spear,  as  is  reported,  wherewith  the  side  of  our 
Saviour  was  opened,  which  also  the  said  Constantine  was  wont  to 
carry  in  the  field  against  his  enemies,  with  a  portion  likewise  of  the 
holy  cross  enclosed  in  crystal ;  also  a  part  of  the  crown  of  thorns 
in  lite   manner  enclosed.    Of  these  relics,  part  was  given  to 


t., 

Man 


Digitized  by  Google 


44-  A  LAW  CONCERNING  TITHES. 


Winchester,  and  part  to  the  church  of  Malmesbury,  where  King 
A.  D.  Athelstan  was  buried.    As  this  king  was  endued  and  enlarged  by 
941.    the  gift  of  God  (the  setter-up  and  disposer  of  all  kings)  with  great 
victories  of  worldly  renown,  having  under  his  subjection  both  Scots 
and  Britons,  and  the  whole  monarchy  of  the  land ;  so  he  devised 
divers  good  and  wholesome  laws  for  the  government  of  the  same, 
as  well  concerning  the  state  of  the  orders  ecclesiastical,  as  also  of 
the  secular  or  lay  people.   Whereby  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  the 
usurped  power  of  the  Bishop  of  Rome  did  not  then  extend  itself 
so  largely,  nor  so  proudly  derogate  from  the  authority  of  kings  and 
Kin«  of  princes,  but  that  every  one  in  his  own  dominion  had,  under  God,  and 
Jmin"™  not  under  the  pope,  the  doing  of  all  matters  within  the  same  his 
«» wdi  in  dominion  contained,  whether  they  were  causes  temporal  or  spiritual, 
eccientu-  as  by  the  decrees  and  constitutions  of  this  king,  and  also  of  others 
temporal.  lis  well  before  him  as  after  him,  may  evidently  be  testified ;  as  where 
he,  amongst  other  laws,  thus  ordaineth  touching  the  bishop,  in  the 
words  that  follow  underwritten.1 
Alt?        The  said  Athelstan  prescribed  other  constitutions  also,  as  touelr- 
tuf tftka.  ing  tithes-giving,  where  he  saith,  and  proclaimeth :  "  I  Athelstan, 
king,  charge  and  command  all  my  officers  through  my  whole  realm, 
to  give  tithes  unto  God  of  my  proper  goods,  as  well  in  living  cattle 
as  in  the  com  and  fruits  of  the  ground ;  and  that  my  bishops,  like- 
wise, of  their  proper  goods,  and  mine  aldermen,  and  my  officers 
and  headmen,  shall  do  the  same.*    Item,  this  I  will,  that  my  bishops 
and  other  headmen  do  declare  the  same  to  such  as  be  under  their 
subjection,  and  that  to  be  accomplished  at  the  term  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist.    Let  us  remember  what  Jacob  said  unto  the  Lord,  '  Of  all 
things  that  thou  givest  to  me  I  will  offer  tithes  unto  the  Lord;" 

( I )  "  Epltcopo  Jure  pertinet,  oranom rectitudinem  promovere,  Dei  videlicet,  ac tccull.  In  primW. 
debet  omnctn  ordinatum  imtruerc,  quid  ei  sit  agendum  jure,  et  quid  homlnibu*  aecularibui  Judieare 
debeant. 

"  Debet  etiam  aedulo  paeem  et  concord  I  am  operari  cum  teculi  judicibu*.  qui  rectum  Telle 
diliffunt,  t  t  in  compellationum  allegationem  edocere,  nc  qui*  alii  perperam  agat  in  jurcjurando, 

"  Nec  patl  debet  allquam  clrcumventlonem  Injutt*  mcniur*.  vel  injtutl  pondcri*.  Sed 
convenit  ut  per  conailium  et  testimonium  eju»  omne  legia  rectum  et  burgi  mensura,  et  orane 
pondua  tit  secundum  dit innem  [alias  dictionem]  ejus,  institutum  value  rectum  ;  ne  quit  proximum 
•uum  teducat,  pro  quo  decidat  in  peccatum 

"  Et  temper  debet  Christ  lan  is  providere  erntra  omnia  quae  prirrtlcta  mint,  et  Ideo  debet  «c  dc 
pluribua  intromittere :  ut  aciat  quotnodo  grcx  agat,  quem  ad  Del  manum  cuttodlre  auaceplt,  nc 
diubolua  cum  dilaniet,  nec  malum  atiquod  »uper»eminet.  Nunquam  rnim  erit  populo  bene 
conaultum,  nec  aline  Deo  converaabttur,  ubi  lucrum  impium  et  magi*  falaum  dilfgitur.  Ideo 
debent  omne*  amici  Dei  quod  inlquum  eat  enervare,  et  quod  juttum  e«t  clcvare,  nec  pati  ut 
propter  falsum  et  pecunue  quantum  homlnea  »e  IbrUbciant  erga  vere  laplcnteni  Dcum,  cui 
diiplicet  omnia  injuatitia, 
"  Christiania  autem  omnibua  neceatarium  eat,  ut  rectum  diligant,  et  iniqua  condemnent,  rt 


saltern  aacrii  ordinibua  cvecti  justum  aemper  erigant,  et  prava  deponant. 

'•  Hlnc  debent  eplacopi  cum  Judicibua  judicia  dictitare,  et  lnterea»c,  nc  pcrmittant  (al  poatint) 
ut  illinc  aliqua  praTiUtum  gramina  pullulent.    Et  aacerdotibua  pertinet  in  aua  dicrceai,  ut  ad 
aedulo  qucmcumque  Juvent,  nec  patiantur  (at  poaaint)  ut  Chri*tianua  aliquia  alii 


non  potent  lmpotenti,  non  *ummu*_  inflrino,  non  pnrlatu*  aubditU,  [minoribus]  non 

i  ditionem  [» 


horainibua  auia,  acnrla.  aut  liberia.    Et  secundum  ditionem  [aerifies  dictinnum]  rt  | 
auam,  convenit  per  rectum,  ut  neceaaaria  aervi  operentur  [tervi  teatimentalea]  i 
cui  praDcat  [cui  Inaunt.] 

"  Et  rectum  e*t  ut  non  tit  aliqua  memurabill*  Tirga  longior  quam  alia,  aed  per  Eplacopi 
menauram  [acrlftea  menturam]  omne*  institute  tint,  et  cxequ.it -r  per  auam  dircecain  [in  aua 

intcrait,  discernat  Eiiiacopui. 

"  Uniuacujuaque  Domini  proprium  eat  et  neceaae,  ut  terria  condeacendat :  et  compatiatur,  alrut 
lnduloentiut  poterit :  quia  Domino  Deo  viventl  aunt  trquc  chart  terrua,  et  liber.  Et  omnea  uno 
et  eodem  pretio  red  emit,  et  omnea  aumua  Deo  neceaaario  aerrl.  et  tie  judicabit  noa,  aicut  ante 
judicavimua  cos.  in  quoa  potesUtcm  Judicii  in  terria  habebimua.  El  Ideo  opua  eat  ut  eia  par  ram  us 
qui  nobis  parere  debent,  et  tunc  nunutencbimur.  in  Dei  Omnipotent!*  proprio  judicio.  Amen."— 
Extrartum  ex  legib.  Rcgi*  Ethelataol. 
(2)  "  Ego  Ethelatanus  Rex.  conailio  infelml  archieplscopi  mei  et  aliorum  cplsroporum.  mando 
poaltlt  omuibu*  in  regno  meo,  in  nomine  Domini  et  aanctorum  omnium,  ut  imprimia  reddant  de 
i  proprio  decimaa  Deo,  tain  in  viventt*  capitall,  quam  in  mortal,  frugibua  lerrac  :  et  I 
»iiuilitcr  faciaot  de  *uo  proprio,  rt  aldermanai  mei  rt  prirjw«iU  mei,"  &c 
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also,  what  the  Lord  saith  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  *  To  him  Ed*,*** 
that  hath  it  sliall  be  given,  and  he  shall  abound.''    We  must  also  a.  r>. 
consider  how  terribly  it  is  written  in  books,  that  4  if  we  will  not  offer  941. 
our  tenths,  from  us  nine  parts  sliall  be  taken  away,  and  only  the 
tenth  part  shall  be  left  us.ir>    And,  in  the  same  place,  after  that  he 
hath  assigned  the  church  rights  to  be  paid  in  the  place  whereto  they 
belong,  it  followeth,  M  that  the  king  would  usurp  no  man's  goods 
wrongfully.''1 

Among  his  other  laws  and  ordinances,  to  the  number  of  thirty- 
five,  divers  things  are  comprehended,  pertaining  as  well  to  the  spiri- 
tual, as  also  to  the  temporal  jurisdiction. 

Out  of  the  laws  of  this  king  first  sprang  up  the  attachment  of 
thieves,  that  such  as  stole  above  twelve  pence,  and  were  above  twelve 
years  old,  should  not  be  spared.  Thus  much,  briefly,  concerning  the 
history  of  King  Athelstan,  and  things  in  his  time  done,  who  reigned 
about  the  space  of  sixteen  years  :a  as  he  died  without  issue,  after  him 
succeeded  his  brother  Edmund,  a.d.  940,  who  reigned  six  years. 


EDMUND.' 

• 

Edmund,  the  son  of  Edward  the  Elder  by  his  third  wife  (as  is  A.D. 
declared)  and  brother  of  Athelstan,  being  of  the  age  of  twenty  years,  941  to 
entered  upon  his  reign,  who  liad  by  his  queen  Elgina  two  sons,  Edwin,  946* 
and  Edgar,  sumamed  Pacificus,  who  both  reigned  after  him  as  followeth. 
This  Edmund  continued  his  reign  six  years  and  a  half.    By  him 
were  expelled  the  Danes,  Scots,  Normans,  and  all  foreign  enemies  out 
of  the  land.    Such  cities  and  towns  as  before  were  in  the  possession 
of  strangers,  as  Lincoln,  Nottingham,  Derby,  Stafford,  and  Leicester, 
he  recovered  out  of  their  hands.    Thus  the  realm  being  cleared  of 
foreign  power  for  a  time,  the  king  set  his  mind  upon  redressing  and 
maintaining  the  state  of  the  church ;  which  all  stood  then  in  build- 
ing of  monasteries,  and  furnishing  of  churches,  either  with  new 

fossessions,  or  in  restoring  the  old,  which  were  taken  away  before, 
n  the  time  of  this  Edmund,  this  I  find  in  an  old  written  story 
borrowed  of  William  Carey,  a  citizen  of  London,  a  worthy  treasurer 
of  most  worthy  monuments  of  antiquity.  The  name  of  the  author 
I  cannot  allege,  because  the  book  beareth  no  title,  lacking  both  the 
beginning  and  the  latter  end,  but  the  words  thereof  faithfully  recited 
be  these,  "  In  the  time  of  this  king,  there  was  a  scattering  or  dis- 
persion made  of  the  monks  out  of  the  monastery  of  Evesham,  and 
canons  substituted  in  their  place,  through  the  doing  of  Athelmus 
and  Ulricus,  laymen,  and  of  Osulfus,  bishop,""  &c.4  a.d.  941. 

Here,  as  concerning  this  matter  between  monks  and  others  of  the  The  dK- 
c/ergy,  first  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  in  the  realm  of  England  here-  tttStm 
tofore,  before  the  time  of  Dunstan,  the  bishops'  sees  and  cathedral  ™nk» 

( 1)  "  PaHte  etiam  n*  m01,1  m?*  propria  eapiatli,  qua-  mihl  poteritia  rectc  ocquirere.   Nolo  ut 
.irnfliter  exopteU*.  Cavete  aimul  et  tools,  et  ei.  quos  admonere  debetis,  ab  ira  Dei,  et  t 

fCTt^iiotic  me*-     FtheUt.  "  So'  Mluitravlt  bisseno  scorpion  ortn :  eixm  regent  cauda  percutlt  tile 
(2)  EP^P'Y,"  £  p.  1 1.    Ed.  1583,  p.  150.    Ed.  1587,  p.  135.    Ed.  16M,  vol.  i.  p.  167. -E». 

li      «  retris  tempore  facta  est  diipersio  monacnorum  Eushmensis  coenobii, 
ffl  ''.''.^".'ruu!  per  Alhelmutn  et  Ulricum  laicos,  et  Osulphum  epiacopum,"  tec. 
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churches  were  replenished  with  no  monks,  but  with  priests  and  canons, 
A.D.  called  then  clerks,  or  men  of  the  clergy.  After  this,  bcginneth 
941  to  to  rise  a  difference  or  a  sect  between  these  two  parties  in  strictness  of 
P*6-  life,  and  in  habit ;  so  that  they  who  lived  after  a  stricter  rule  of  holi- 
ness were  called  monks,  and  professed  chastity;  that  was,  to  live  without 
wives,  for  so  was  chastity  then  defined  in  those  blind  days ;  as  though 
holy  matrimony  were  not  chastity,  according  as  Paphnutius  did  well 
define  it  in  the  Council  of  Nice.  The  other  sort,  who  were  not  monks, 
but  priests,  or  men  of  the  clergy  so  called,  lived  more  free  from  those 
monkish  rules  and  observances,  and  were  then  commonly,  or  at 
least  lawfully,  married,  and  in  their  life  and  habit  came  nearer  to 
the  secular  state  of  other  Christians,  by  reason  whereof  great  disdain 
and  emulation  were  among  them,  insomuch  that  in  many  cathedral 
churches,  where  priests  were  before,  there  monks  were  put  in; 
and  on  the  contrary,  where  monks  had  intruded,  there  priests  and 
canons  again  were  placed,  and  monks  thrust  out;  whereof  more  shall 
appear  hereafter  (by  the  grace  of  Christ),  when  we  come  to  the 
life  of  Dunstan.  In  the  mean  time  something  to  satisfy  the  cogita- 
tion of  the  reader,  who  peradventure  either  is  ignorant,  or  else  would 
know  of  the  first  coming  in  of  monks  into  this  realm  and  church 
of  England  in  the  Saxons'"  time,  this  is  to  be  noted,  according 
as  I  find  in  old  chronicles,  namely,  in  the  Latin  history  of  Malmcs- 
burv,  recorded  touching  the  same.1 

About  this  time  of  King  Edmund,  or  shortly  after,  hardness 
and  strictness  of  life,  joined  with  superstition,  was  had  in  veneration, 
and  counted  for  great  holiness :  men,  therefore,  either  to  win  public 
fame  with  men,  or  merits  with  God,  gave  themselves  to  lead  a 
strict  life,  thinking  thereby,  the  stranger  their  conversation  was, 
and  the  further  from  the  common  trade  of  vulgar  people,  the  more 
JJ5J5J"  perfect  to  be  towards  God  and  man.    There  was  at  that  time,  and 
«MrW    before  that,  a  monastery  in  France  named  Floriake,  after  the  order 
mke.     an(j  ni|e  Qf  j^ng^t .  from  which  monastery  did  spring  a  great 
part  of  our  English  monks,  who  being  there  professed,  and  after- 
ward returning  into  England,  did  congregate  men  daily  to  their  pro- 
fession ;  and  so,  partly  for  strangeness  of  their  rule,  partly  for  outward 
holiness  of  their  strict  life,  partly  for  the  opinion  of  holiness  that  many 
had  of  them,  were  in  great  admiration,  not  only  with  the  rude  sort, 
but  with  kings  and  princes,  who  founded  their  houses,  maintained 
their  rules,  and  enlarged  them  with  possessions.     Among  this 
order  of  monks  coming  from  Floriake  especially  was  one  Oswald, 
first  a  monk  of  Floriake,  then  bishop  of  Worcester  and  York,  a 
Oi«aid,  great  patron  and  sctter-up  of  monkery.     Touching  this  Oswald, 
orV'oX  writing  of  his  history,  hath  these  words:  "  It  was  a  common  custom 
pttranaf  at  ^at  t'me  among  Englishmen,  that  if  any  good  men  were  wcll- 
monkeiy.  affected  or  minded  toward  religion,  they  went  to  the  monastery  of 
the  blessed  St.  Benedict  in  France,  and  there  received  the  habit  of 
origin    a  monk»  whereupon  the  first  origin  of  this  religion  began,"  &c.  But 
of  this  Oswald,  bishop  of  York,  and  Dunstan,  bishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  Ethelwald,  bishop  of  Winchester,  how  they  replenished  divers 

(I)  Guliel.  Malmctb  de  Oettii  Fontlflcum  Anglorum,  lib.  U. 

(!)  "  Farnillarli  per  Id  tetnporii  Anglli  cntuuetndo  fuit.  ut  it  qui  boni  afflati  ettent  dctiderio, 
in  bcatiwimi  Benedict!  Mnnaaterio  cirnobialrm  ituciperent  hablturu,  a  quo  religion]*  hujuaoa 
man.»il  exordium,-  fcc.  Ouil.  Malrac.b.  lib.  iii.  do  rontiT. 
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and  cathedral  churches  with  monks,  and  how  they  dis-  Edmund. 
charged  married  priests  and  canons  out  of  their  houses,  to  plant  A.D. 
in  monks  in  their  cells,  more  shall  be  spoken,  by  the  grace  of  941  to 
Christ,  hereafter. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  matter  where  we  left  off,  of  King 
Edmund,  who,  besides  his  noble  victories  against  his  enemies,  and 
recovering  the  cities  above  expressed  into  his  own  hands,  did  also 
subdue  the  province  of  Cumberland ;   and,  after  he  had  put  out 
the  eyes  of  the  two  sons  of  Dunmail,  king  of  Cumberland,  he  com- 
mitted the  governance  thereof  to  Malcolm,  king  of  Scots,  upon  pro- 
mise of  his  trusty  service  and  obedience,  when  the  king  should  stand 
in  any  need  of  him.    In  the  time  of  this  king,  Dunstan  was  not  yet  [j^'*"* 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  but  only  abbot  of  Glastonbury,  of  whom  Giuton- 
many  fabulous  narrations  pass  among  writers,  importing  more  vanity  bxu1' 
than  verity,  whereof  this  is  one  of  the  first.    What  time  Edgar, 
called  Pacificus,  was  born,  Dunstan,  being  at  the  same  time  abbot 
of  Glastonbury,  heard,  as  the  monkish  fables  dream,  a  voice  in  the  air 
of  certain  angels  singing  after  this  tenor,  "  Now  peace  cometh  to 
the  church  of  England  in  the  time  of  this  child,  and  of  our  Dun- 
stan," &c.    This  I  thought  to  recite,  that  the  christian  reader  might  The  >ona 
the  better  ponder  with  himself  the  impudent  and  abominable  fictions  &mu£d. 
of  this  Romish  generation.    But  of  the  same  mint  also  they  have  Jjj^" 
forged,  how  the  said  Dunstan  heard  the  angels  sing  the  Kyri-  v»mty 
eleson,  usually  sung  at  even-song  in  the  church.1    Which  is  as  p0pet- 
true  as  that  the  harp,  hanging  in  a  woman's  house  played  by  itself  Jj"£j. 
the  tune  of  the  anthem,  called,  "  Gaudent  in  cadis,"  &c.  What 
would  not  these  deceivers  feign  in  matters  something  likely,  who,  in    '  l*' 
tilings  so  absurd  and  so  inconvenient,  shame  not  to  lie  and  to  forge 
so  impudently,  and  also  so  manifestly  ?  Through  the  motion  of  this  The 
Dunstan,  King  Edmund  builded  and  furnished  the  monastery  ofSSSn! 
Glastonbury,  and  made  the  said  Dunstan  abbot  thereof.  bulked 
Concerning  the  end  and  death  of  this  king,  sundry  opinions  there  by  King 
be.    Alfridus  and  Marian  us  say,  that  while  this  King  Edmund  ** 
endeavoured  himself  to  save  his  sewer  from  the  danger  of  his  enemies, 
who  would  have  slain  him  at  Pulchcr  church,  the  king,  in  parting  the 
fray,  was  wounded,  and  died  shortly  after.    But  Malmesbury  saith,a 
M  that  the  king  being  at  a  feast  at  Pulchcr  church  upon  the  day  of 
St.  Augustine,  spied  a  felon  sitting  in  the  hall  named  Leof,  whom 
he  for  his  felony  had  exiled;  and  leaping  over  the  table  did  fly 
upon  him,  and  plucked  the  thief  by  the  hair  of  the  head  to  the 
ground ;  in  whicn  doing,  the  felon  with  a  knife  wounded  the  king  to 
the  death,  and  also  with  the  same  knife  wounded  many  other  of  the 
king's  servants,  and  at  length  was  hewn  down  and  died  forth- 
with. 

By  the  laws  of  King  Edmund  (ordained  and  set  forth,  as  well  for  The  ]>«• 
the  redress  of  church  matters,  as  also  of  civil  regiment)  it  would  jfdSjJ5j 
appear,  that  the  state  of  causes  both  temporal  and  spiritual,  apper-  £u^j,ng 
toined  then  to  the  king's  right  (the  false  pretended  usurpation  of  the  Mate 
the  bishop  of  Rome  notwithstanding),  as  by  these  laws  is  to  be  Sum-*1 
seen :  where  he,  by  the  at! vice  of  his  lords  and  bishops  did  enact " 
and  determine  concerning  the  chastity  and  pure  life  of  ecclesiastical 

b.  L  (J)  Idem,  de  Rcgib  lib.  U. 
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_  ministers,  and  such  as  were  in  the  orders  of  the  church,  with  the 
A. 6.  penalties  also  for  those  who  transgressed  the  same. 
941  to      Item,  For  tithes  to  be  paid  for  every  christian  man,  and  for  the 
94tf.    church  fees,  and  alms  fees,  &c. 

Item,  For  defiling  of  women  professed,  whom  we  call  nuns,  &c. 
Item,  For  every  bishop  to  sec  his  churches  repaired  of  his  own 
proner  charge  ;  and  boldly  to  admonish  the  king,  whether  the  houses 
of  God  were  well  maintained,  &c. 

Item,  For  flying  into  the  church  for  sanctuary,  &c. 
Item,  Concerning  cases  and  determinations  spousal  or  matri- 
monial, &c. 

All  which  constitutions  declare  what  interest  kings  had  in  those 
days  in  matters  as  well  ecclesiastical  as  others,  within  their  dominion  ; 
and  that,  not  only  in  disposing  the  ordinances  and  rites  that  apper- 
tained to  the  institution  of  the  church,  but  also  in  placing  and 
setting  bishops  in  their  sees,  &c. 

In  the  time  of  this  Edmund,  Ulstan  was  archbishop  of  York,  and 
Odo,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  which  Odo,  being  a  Dane  born, 
as  is  before  said,  was  promoted  to  that  see  by  King  Athelstan,  fur 
that,  as  they  say,  he  being  first  bishop  of  Wilton,  and  present  with 
King  Athelstan  in  the  field  against  Analanus  before-mentioned, 
what  time  the  said  Athelstan  had  lost  his  sword,  he,  through  his 
intercession  up  to  heaven,  did  see  a  sword  from  heaven  come  down 
into  the  sheath  of  the  king.    Whereof  relation  being  made  unto  the 
king  by  the  aforesaid  bishop,1  Athelstan  upon  the  same  was  so 
affected  towards  Odo,  that  not  only  he  accounted  him  a  patron  of  his 
life,  but  also  made  him  primate  of  Canterbury  after  the  decease 
of  Ulfelm.     This  Odo  was  the  first  from  the  coming  in  of  the 
Saxons,  who  was  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  being  no  monk ;  for  all 
the  others  before  him  were  of  the  profession  of  monks,  of  whom  a 
o<io m*i«>  great  part  had  been  Italians  unto  Bcrctualdus.*  Notwithstanding 
FtorUke,  this,  Odo,  being  also  a  stranger  born,  after  he  was  elected  to  the 
wluVrch-  bishopric,  to  answer  to  the  old  custom  of  others  before  him,  sailed 
eta0**'  0VCr  'nto  ^rancc'  an(l  there,  ftt  Floriake,  after  the  usual  manner 
buly'     above-mentioned  of  Englishmen,  received  the  profession  and  habit 
of  monkish  religion,  as  saith  Malmesbury.1  And,  like  as  the  said  Odo 
first  being  no  monk,  was  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  so  also 
Ulstan,  being  at  the  same  time  bishop  of  York  and  of  Worcester, 
differed  from  divers  of  his  predecessors  before  him  in  profession 
and  habit ;   of  whom  the  beforenamed  author  thus  writeth  in  his 
third  book,  speaking  of  Ulstan,  "  Qui  sanctitatc  discrepabat  et 
The  air-  habitu     that  is,  "  He  differed  in  sanctimony  and  in  habit.'"'  Where- 
of iiabu  by  it  is  to  be  collected,  that  in  those  days  there  was  a  difference  in 
lu'etit  *'   habit  and  garment,  not  only  between  monks  and  bishops,  but  also 
men  or    between  one  bishop  and  another ;  albeit  what  difference  it  was,  I  do 
the       not  find.    But  to  return  again  to  Odo,  who,  by  the  description  of 
church.   ys  manncrSi  miglit  seem  not  to  be  the  worst  who  occupied  that 
place,  were  it  not  that  our  lying  histories,  feigning  false  miracles 
about  him,  as  they  do  of  others,  make  him  indeed  to  seem  worse 


(t)  Gullel.  Maimed,  de  Pomlf.  lib.  i.    Polychroa.  lib.  ri.  cup  6. 

(2)  Idem,  de  I'o.uir.  lib.  i. 

(3)  Idem,  lib.      de  PoiiUt.  Ebcr. 
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than  he  was,  as  where  they  imagine  that  he  should  see  from  heaven  Mdmund. 
&  sword  fall  into  the  scabbard  of  King  Athclstan ;  also,  where  he 
should  cover  and  defend  the  church  of  Canterbury  with  his  prayers  941  to 
from  rain  ;  and  where  he  should  turn  the  bread  of  the  altar  (as  9l<>. 
the  writer  termeth  it)  into  lively  flesh,  and  from  flesh  into  bread  Lyin(f 
again,  to  confirm  the  people  who  before  doubted  about  it.    Where  fJHj" 
note  again,  good  reader  !  that  albeit  this  miracle  were  true,  as  no 
doubt  it  is  untrue,  yet  is  it  to  be  noted,  that  in  those  days  was 
a  great  doubt  amongst  Englishmen  about  the  popish  sacrament,  and 
that  transubstantiation  was  not  received  into  the  christian  creed.  Tran.ub- 
The  like  judgment  is  to  be  given  also  of  that,  where  our  English  Wwmt 
writers,  testifying  of  the  same  Odo,  say  that  he  prophesied  long  be-  ^'v^' 
fore  that  Dunstan  would  be  his  successor  in  the  church  of  Canter- 
bury.   But  to  let  these  phantasies  and  idle  stories  pass,  this  which 
we  find  of  his  own  writing  is  certain,  that  the  said  Odo,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Edmund,  had  a  synod  commenced  of  the  chief  pre- 
lates and  men  of  the  clergy  in  his  time,  to  whom  he  directed  this 
letter  here  following:  the  copy  whereof  I  thought  to  give,  for 
the  reader  to  see  what  zealous  care  then  reigned  in  archbishops  to- 
ward the  church  of  the  Lord.    The  wordis  of  his  epistle  proceed 
in  this  tenor  : — 


The  letter  or  epistle  of  Odo,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  sent  to  the 
other  bishops  and  men  of  the  clergy.1 

By  the  divine  grace  of  God,  I  Odo  of  the  church  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  archbishop  and  metropolitan  of  the  city  of  Dover,  to  my  fellow- 
bishops  and  fellow-planters  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  my  fellow-brethren  in  the 
spiritual  bond  of  charity,  with  greeting,  wish  prosperity  in  this  world  present, 
and  in  the  world  to  come  felicity.  If  it  were  so,  or  by  any  means  could  be,  that 
all  the  riches  of  this  world  were  laid  before  mine  eyes,  so  that  I  being  emperor 
had  all  things  universally  under  my  subjection,  all  those  things  gladly  would  I 
give,  yea  and  myself  also  I  would  offer  willingly  for  the  health  of  your  souls,  us 
who  also  do  desire,  and  trust  likewise  myself  to  be  strengthened  with  the  fervency 
of  your  holiness,  as  appertaining  to  those  things  wherein  the  Lord  our  God  hath 
set  us  to  be  workmen,  &c. 

And  after  a  few  other  words  to  the  like  effect,  wherein  he  doth  declare 
the  heavy  burden  of  his  office,  it  followeth  after  this  manner  : — 

Wherefore  most  humbly,  and  as  one  unworthy,  but  yet  a  devout  fellow-brother 
of  yours,  I  beseech  and  exhort  your  holiness,  that  you  will  not  show  yourselves 
cold  and  negligent  in  the  cure  and  regiment  of  souls,  so  that  in  the  time  of  the 
fearful  judgment,  the  Lord  do  not  complain  of  you,  saying,  "  My  shepherds  did 
not  feed  my  flock,  but  they  fed  themselves;"  and  again,  "  They  were  princes 
of  my  flock,  and  I  knew  not  of  it."    But  rather  let  us  take  heed  and  be  diligent 
over  the  household  of  the  Lord,  over  which  he  hath  set  us  to  be  the  leaders,  to  give 
them  meat  and  true  measure  of  corn  in  time  convenient ;  that  is  to  say,  whole- 
some doctrine.    And,  although  upon  mine  own  merits  or  worthiness,  I  do  not 
prtsume  to  comfort  or  exhort  any  man,  but  as  one  being  unworthy  and  faulty  in 
transgressions  innumerable,  I  am  glad,  and  stand  in  need  rather,  to  be  strengthened 
by  your  brotherly  admonitions ;  yet,  for  the  ancient  authority  of  my  predecessors, 
as  of  Augustine  of  happy  memory,  and  also  of  all  other  saints,  by  whose  indus- 
try the  rule  of  Christianity  did  first  flourish  and  spring  from  this  metropolitan 
see  unto  all  quarters  of  England,  therefore  I  have  thought  good  to  direct  unto 

(1)  "  Mirsblli  etincti-potentit  polorum  pnrtiilin  dementia  opittilanto,  e;ro  Odo  erclcaiir  rnilva- 
lorif  Domini  r»o»tri  Je»u  ChrUM  archiepi*co|iu«  Ooverriienoi*  civitstln  mrtropolitiinu*.  corpi*. 
<v.pi«  fi<!<M  Catholic*  compaicatoribus.  ipiriruali  eharitatu  vigore  nuu  confratribui,  pnumtiuu 
■.r^Mriutrm  aftlicreique  ileroria  beatitudinem,"  &c. 
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Edmund,  you  these  my  letters  to  the  profit  of  you  all ;  especially,  for  that  our  renowned 

  and  princely  king  Edmund,  with  all  his  people,  doth  joy  to  follow  that  which 

A.  D.   he  heareth  in  you  and  of  you;  and  also  forasmuch  as  all  his  subjects,  who  be 
911  to  under  his  imperial  dominion,  do  love  and  delight  to  follow  most  joyfully  the 
same,  and  report  of  your  sincere  conversation,  &c. 

This  Odo  continued  bishop  the  space  of  twenty  years.  After  him 
Elsinus  was  elected  and  ordained  bv  the  king  to  succeed  through 
favour  and  money  ;  but,  in  going  to  Home  for  the  pope's  pall,  in  his 
journey  through  the  Alps,  he  decayed  and  died  for  cold.  Hereupon 
succeeded  Dunstan,  as  in  time  and  place  (by  the  leave  of  Christ)  fol- 
loweth  to  be  declared. 

King  Edmund  gave  to  St.  Edmund  the  Martyr  before-mentioned, 
the  town  of  Bredrichworth,  which  is  now  called  St.  Edmundsbury, 
with  great  revenues  and  lands  appertaining  to  the  same.    But  con- 
cerning the  frivolous  miracles  which  our  monkish  story-wnters  here 
feign  of  this  good  Edmund,  by  the  way,  or  rather  out  of  the  way,  I 
children  let  them  pass.    And  thus  much  concerning  King  Edmund,  who,  after 
Edmund.  he  had  reigned  six  years  and  a-half,  was  slain,  as  it  is  said,  at  Pulcher- 
church,  and  buried  at  Glastonbury  by  Dunstan,  leaving  behind 
him  two  children,  Edwin  and  Edgar,  by  his  wife  Elgina.   But  because 
the  two  aforesaid  children  were  yet  young,  and  under  age,  therefore 
Edird,    Edred,  brother  to  King  Edmund,  and  uncle  to  the  children,  governed 
Sf  tben°r  as  protector  about  the  space  of  nine  years  and  a  half,  till  Edwin  the 
a*o  946  eldest  son  came  of  age.  This  Edred,  with  great  moderation  and  fidelity 
io»55.     to  the  young  children  behaved  himself,  during  the  time  of  his  govern- 
ment.   In  his  time  Dunstan  was  promoted,  through  the  means  of  Odo 
Dumtan  the  archbishop,  from  abbot  of  Glastonbury  to  be  bishop  of  Worcester. 
™iopof  By  the  counsel  of  this  Dunstan,  Edred  was  much  ruled,  and  too 
\\orcc»    much  thereto  addicted ;  insomuch  that  ho  is  reported  in  stories  to 
have  submitted  himself  to  much  fond  penance  and  castigation,  in- 
flicted on  him  by  the  said  Dunstan.    Such  zealous  devotion  was  then 
in  princes,  and  more  blind  superstition  in  bishops.    And  here  again  is 
another  miracle  as  fantastical  as  the  other  before,  forged  by  Dunstan, 
that  when  that  Edred  being  sick  sent  for  Dunstan  to  be  his  confessor, 
by  the  wav  Dunstan  should  hear  a  voice  declaring  to  him  beforehand, 
that  Edred  was  already  departed  ;  at  the  declaring  whereof,  Dunstan's 
horse  fell  immediately  dead  under  him — with  lie  and  all ! 


EDWIN,  oe  EDWY. 


A.D.  Edwin,  the  eldest  son  of  King  Edmund  before-mentioned,  after 
955  to  his  uncle  Edred,  began  his  reign  about  a.d.  955,  being  crowned  at 
959>  Kingston  by  Odo,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Of  this  Edwin  it 
is  reported  by  divers  writers,  that  the  first  day  of  his  coronation,  sitting 
with  his  lords,  he  brake  suddenly  from  them,  and  entered  a  secret 
chamber,  to  the  company  of  a  certain  woman  whom  he  inordinately 
retained,  being,  as  some  say,  another  man's  wife,  whose  husband  he 
had  before  slain  ;  as  others  say,  being  of  his  alliance,  to  the  great  mis- 
liking  of  his  lords,  and  especially  of  the  clergy.  Dunstan  was  as  yet 
but  abbot  of  Glastonbury ;  who,  following  the  king  into  the  chamber. 
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brought  hiin  out  by  the  hand,  and  accused  him  to  Odo,  the  archbishop, 
causing  him  to  be  separate  from  the  company  of  the  aforesaid  party,  a.D. 
by  which  Odo,  the  king  was  for  his  deed  suspended  out  of  the  955  to 
church  :  by  reason  whereof  the  king,  being  displeased  with  Dunstan,  959- 
banished  him,  and  forced  him  for  a  season  to  fly  into  Fianders,  where  The  kin* 
he  resided  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Amand.    About  the  same  season  JJTby "i.e 
the  monastical  order  of  Benedict  monks,  or  black  monks,  as  they  were  ffj*"' 
called,  began  to  multiply  and  increase  here  in  England;  insomuch  that 
where,  beforetime,  other  priests  and  canons  had  been  placed,  there 
monks  were  in  their  rooms  set  in,  and  the  secular  priests  (as  they  then 
were  called)  or  canons,  put  out.    But  King  Edwin,  for  the  displea-  Edwin  an 
sure  he  bare  to  Dunstan,  did  so  vex  all  the  order  of  the  said  monks,  mon*..'0 
that  in  Malmesbury,  Glastonbury,  and  other  places,  he  thrust  them 
oat,  and  set  secular  priests  in  their  stead.    Notwithstanding,  it  was 
not  long  before  these  priests  and  canons  were  again  removed,  and  the 
said  monks  in  their  stead  restored,  both  in  the  aforesaid  houses,  and  in 
divers  other  cathedral  churches  besides,  as  in  the  next  story  of  King 
Edgar  (Christ  willing)  shall  more  at  large  appear. 

In  fine,  King  Edwin  being  hated,  by  reason  of  his  demeanour,  by  all 
his  subjects,  especially  the  Northumbrians  and  Mercians,  was  by  them 
removed  from  his  kingly  honour,  and  his  brother  Edgar  in  his  stead 
received,  so  that  the  river  Thames  divided  both  their  kingdoms. 
Edwin,  after  he  had  reigned  about  the  term  of  four  years,  departed, 
leaving  no  heir  of  his  body,  wherefore  the  rule  of  the  land  fell  to  Edgar, 
his  younger  brother. 


EDGAR,  sirnamed  PACIFICUS.1 

Edgar,  the  second  son  of  Edmund,  and  brother  to  Edwin,  being  of  A.D. 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  began  his  reign  over  the  realm  of  England,  959. 
a.d.  959,  but  was  not  crowned  till  fourteen  years  after;  the  causes 
whereof  hereunder  follow  (Christ  willing)  to  be  declared.    In  the  be- 
ginning of  his  reign  he  called  home  Dunstan,  whom  King  Edwin  had 
exiled.    Then  was  Dunstan,  who  before  was  abbot  of  Glastonbury,  Dun*un 
made  bishop  of  Worcester,  and  then  of  London.    Not  long  after,  this  ™^*p  of 
Odo,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  deceased,  after  he  had  governed 
that  church  twenty-four  years.    Next  after  him,  Brithilinus,  bishop  .cnu/'" 
of  Winchester,  was  elected ;  but  because  he  was  thought  not  sufficient  *uhoP  or 
to  furnish  that  room,  Dunstan  was  ordained  archbishop,  and  the  other 
sent  home  again  to  his  old  church.8    Note  here  by  the  way,  how  in 
thosedays  the  donation  andassigning  of  ecclesiastical  dignities  remained 
in  thekingshand  ;  only  they  fetched  their  pall  from  Rome  as  a  token  LMng» 
of  the  pope's  confirmation.*    Dunstan,  being  thus  by  the  king  made  (JM, 
archbishop,  took  his  journey  to  Rome  for  his  pall  of  Pope  John  XIII.,  ™*not£* 
about  the  beginning  of  the  king's  reign  ;  and,  obtaining  it,  shortly  after  *  p°5*' 
his  return  from  Rome,  entreateth  King  Edgar,  that  Oswald  (who,  as  is 
and,  was  made  monk  atFloriake,  and  wasnephewto  Odo,  late  archbishop 
of  Canterbury)  might  be  promoted  to  the  bishopric  of  Worcester,  which 

(1)  Edition  I5«3.  p.  10^  Ed.  1683.  p.  1S1    Ed.  1596.  p.  137.    Ed.  I6M.  TCLL  p.  163,-Ed. 

(J)  The^"Mir'°'»*»i|0the  richly  embroidered  robe  which  every  blfhop  receired  at  Ml 
« tit  iuadj  of  the  pope,  *A«r  the  paymont  of  certain  aW-Eo. 
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thing  to  him  was  granted ;  and,  not  long  after,  through  the  means  of  the 
A.  D.  said  Dunstan,  Ethelwold,  whom  stories  do  feign  to  be  the  great  patron 
959.   of  monkery,  first  a  monk  at  Glastonbury,  then  abbot  of  Abingdon, 
was  marie  bishop  of  Winchester.    Of  this  Ethelwold,  Malmcsbury1 
J;1^"     rccordeth,  that  what  time  he  was  a  monk  in  the  house  of  Glastonbury, 
wiiicue/  thc  akDot  na(l  a  vision  of  him,  to  this  effect :  how  that  there  appeared 
te"a      to  him  in  his  sleep  a  certain  great  tree,  the  branches  whereof  extended 
mlinuin-  throughout  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  realm,  which  branches  were  all 
monkery  covcrc(^  with  many  little  monks1  cowls ;  and  that,  in  the  top  of  the  tree, 
a  d  963  there  was  one  great  master-cowl,  which,  in  spreading  itself  over  the  other 
cowls,  enclosed  all  the  rest ;  which  master-cowl  mine  author,  in  the 
interpretation,  applicth  to  the  life  of  this  Ethelwold.    Of  such  prodi- 
gious fantasies  our  monkish  histories  be  full ;  and  not  only  our  histories 
of  England,  but  also  the  heathen  stories  of  the  Gentiles  be  stuffed 
with  dreams  of  much  like  effect. 

Of  such  a  kind  is  the  dream  we  read  of  the  mother  of  Athelstan ; 
how  the  moon  did  spring  out  of  her,  and  give  light  to  all  England  ! 
Also  that  of  King  Charles  the  emperor,  how  he  was  led  by  a  thread  to 
see  the  torments  of  hell.  Likewise  that  of  Furceus,  the  hermit,  men- 
tioned in  the  third  Book  of  Bede,  who  saw  the  joys  of  heaven,  and 
the  four  fires  that  should  destroy  the  world :  the  one  was  of  lying,  for 
breaking  our  promise  made  at  baptism ;  the  second  fire  of  covetous- 
ness  ;  the  third  of  dissension ;  the  fourth  was  the  fire  of  impiety  and 
wrongful  dealing.  Of  a  like  sort  was  the  dream  of  Dunstan,  and 
the  dream  of  that  same  Ethelwold,  to  whom  appeared  the  three  bishops, 
Bristan,  Birin,  and  Swithin,  &c.  Again,  there  is  the  dream  of  the 
mother  of  this  Ethelwold,  who  being  great  with  him,  did  see  a  golden 
eagle  fly  out  of  her  mouth,  &c. ;  the  dream  likewise,  or  the  vision  of 
King  Edgar,  concerning  the  falling  of  the  two  apples ;  and  of  the  pots, 
one  being  full  of  water,  the  other  empty,  &c. ;  also  of  King  Edward 
the  Confessor,  touching  the  ruin  of  the  land  by  the  conouest  of  the 
Normans.  We  read  also  in  the  History  of  Astiages,  how  ne  dreamed 
of  Cyrus,  and  likewise  of  many  other  dreams  in  the  books  of  the  monks 
and  of  the  ethnic  writers ;  for  what  cannot  either  the  idle  vanity  of 
man's  head,  or  the  deception  of  the  lying  spirit  work  by  man,  in  fore- 
showing such  earthly  events  as  happen  commonly  in  this  present 
world  ?  But  there  is  a  difference  to  be  understood  between  these 
earthly  dreams,  speaking  of  earthly  things  and  matters  of  human  super- 
stition ;  and  between  other  spiritual  revelations  sent  by  God  touching 
spiritual  matters  of  the  church,  pertaining  to  man's  salvation.  But,  to 
our  purpose:  by  this  dream,  and  by  the  event  which  followed  after,  it 
may  appear  how,  and  by  what  means,  the  multitude  of  monks  began 
first  to  swarm  in  the  churches  of  England,  that  is,  in  the  days  of  this 
tngri«i<L  Edgar,  by  the  means  of  these  three  bishops,  Dunstan,  Ethelwold,  and 
Threext-  Oswald.  Albeit  Dunstan  was  the  chief  ringleader  of  this  race,  yet 
n'onkiih  ^tne^wo^  being  now  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Oswald  bishop  of 
Worcester,  were  not  much  behind  for  their  parts.  By  the  instigation 
and  counsel  of  these  three  aforesaid,  King  Edgar  is  recorded  in  histories 
to  build  either  new  out  of  the  ground,  or  to  re-edify  of  monasteries  de- 
cayed by  the  Danes,  more  than  forty :  as  the  house  of  Ely,  Glastonbury, 
Abingdon,  Burga  by  Stamford,  Thorney,  Ramsey,  Wilton,  Wenton, 

(1)  e 
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Winchcomb,   Thamstokc  in  Devonshire,  with  divers  more,  in  the  sagar. 
setting  up  and  building  of  which  the  aforesaid  Ethelwold  was  a  great  "Xl). 
doer,  and  a  founder  under  the  king.    Moreover,  through  the  motion  9G4. 
of  this  Dunstan  and  his  fellows,  King  Edgar,  in  divers  great  houses 
and  cathedral  churches  where  prebendaries  and  priests  were  before,  dis- 
placed the  priests,  and  set  in  monks.    Of  this  we  read  in  the  Chro- 
nicles of  Roger  Hovenden,  in  words  and  form  as  followcth  : — M  Ethel- 
wold, bishop  of  Winchester,  who  was  then  one  of  the  king's  council, 
did  urge  the  king  chiefly  to  expel  clerks  out  of  monasteries,  and  in  their 
room  to  bestow  monks  and  nuns."1    Thus  the  secular  priests  being  put 
to  their  choice,  whether  to  change  their  habit,  or  to  leave  their  rooms, 
departed  out  of  their  houses,  giving  place  for  other  better  men  to  come 
in,  and  thus  the  houses  and  monasteries  of  religious  men  through  all 
the  realm  rose  up  apace. 

After  the  king's  mind  was  thus  persuaded  and  incited  by  these  TIm  po- 
bishops  to  advance  monkery,  then  Oswald,  bishop  of  Worcester,  and  Oswald  In 
also  made  archbishop  of  York  after  the  decease  of  Oskitel,  41  Sui  voti  ™vln« 
compos  effectus,"  as  Hoveden  writeth,  having  his  see  in  the  cathedral  print*  to 
church  there  of  St.  Peter,  began  first  with  fair  persuasions  to  assay  the  monk*? 
minds  of  the  canons  and  priests,  whether  they  could  be  content  to  AD-  9C9- 
change  their  profession,  and  to  be  made  monks  or  no ;  and  when  he  saw 
it  would  not  take  effect,  he  practised  this  policy  with  them  : — near  to 
the  said  church  of  St.  Peter,  within  the  church-yard,  he  erected  another 
church  of  our  Lady,2  which  when  he  had  replenished  with  monks,  he 
continually  frequented  ;  there  he  kept,  there  he  sat,  and  was  ever  there 
conversant,  by  reason  whereof  the  other  church  was  left  naked  and 
desolate,  and  all  the  people  gathered  there,  where  the  bishop  was.  The 
priests  seeing  themselves  so  to  be  left  and  neglected  both  by  the  bishop 
and  by  the  people,  to  whom  nothing  remained  but  shame  and  contempt, 
were  driven  by  shame  either  to  relinquish  the  house  (such  as  would  not 
enter  the  monkish  profession),  or  else  to  become  monks  (such  as  had 
nothing  else  to  depend  upon).  After  the  like  superstition,  although 
not  after  the  same  subtiltv,  did  Ethelwold  also  drive  out  the  canons 
and  priests  from  the  new  monastery  in  Winchester,  afterward  called 
Hida,  and  place  therein  his  monks.  So  in  Oxford  and  in  Mildune, 
with  divers  other  places,  the  secular  priests,  with  their  wives,  were 
expelled,  to  give  place  to  monks.  The  cause  thereof  is  thus  pretended 
in  certain  story-writers,  whom  I  see  also  Fabian  to  follow;  for  that  the 
priests  and  clerks  were  thought  slack  and  negligent  in  their  church 
service,  and  set  in  vicars  in  their  stead,  while  they  lived  in  pleasure  and 
mispent  the  patrimony  of  the  church  after  their  own  lust.  Then 
King  Edgar  gave  to  the  vicars  the  same  land  which  before  belonged 
to  the  prebendaries;  who  also  not  long  after  showed  themselves  as 
negligent  as  the  others.  Wherefore  King  Edgar,  as  mine  authors 
write,  by  the  consent  of  Pope  John  XIII.,  voided  clearly  the  priests, 

(1)  "  Hie  namqne  Ethelwoldua  regem,  cujui  eximiui  erst  coniiliariui,  ad  hoc  maxime  prov oca- 
Tit,  tit  rirncos  a  monasteriU  expelleret,  et  monacho*  sanctimonlalesque  in  eis  coUocaret,"  &c. 
Ro.  Hoxeden,  lib.  Contiuuationum  post  Bedim.  Chro.  Jonialcns.  Guliel.  Malmesb.  dc  Gestia  Pon- 
uf.  lib.  i.  Wliereunto  accordeth  likewise  Jornalensis :  "  Hoc  anno  Ethelwoldus  Wint.  ct  Oswaldua 
wi*Tnitn.<is.  episcopi,  /uaau  Regit  Edgar!  (Cleriris  de  quibusdam  roajoribui  ecclesits  expulslt) 
nociifhoi  ixutituerunt,  aut  de  eisdem  cleriris  et  aliii  monacho*  in  eisdem  feccrunt."  Malmc»burjr 
writing  of  the  time  of  Dunstan.  maketh  the  matter  somewhat  more  plain,  where  he  saith, 
"  l«»qoc  cieriri  multarum  ecclesiarum  data  optione,  ut  aut  araictutn  mutarent,  aut  loci*  valcdi- 
•rent,  melioribus  habitavcula  vacuefacientes :  surgrbant  Usque  in  tota  insula  religiosorum  mo- 
cumulabantur  mole  pretioji  meulli  sanctorum  altarU,"  ftc. 

t»)  Guliel  Mahneab.  W».       «»•  Oest.  Pont. ;  Chron.  Joraalen.  in  Vita  Edgari. 
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and  ordained  there  monks ;  though  certain  of  the  nobles  and  some 
aTdT  °f tne  Palates  were  therewith  not  well  contented,  as  in  the  chapter 
966.   following  may  partly  appear. 

But  forasmuch  as  we  have  entered  upon  the  mention  of  monks  and 


Ecclesias- 
tical 


nuns,  and  of  their  profession,  which  I  see  so  greatly  in  our  monkish 
stories  commended  ;  lest  perhaps  the  simple  reader  may  be  deceived 
The  dif-  thereby,  in  hearing  the  name  of  monks  in  all  histories  of  times  to  be 
wJerand  such  an  ancient  thing  in  christian  life,  even  from  the  primitive 
tlon'of'   church  after  the  apostles'  time,  both  commonly  recited  and  well 


received :  therefore,  to  help  the  judgment  of  the  ignorant,  and  to  pre- 
vent all  error  herein,  it  shall  not  l>e  unprofitable,  in  following  the 
present  occasion  here  given,  by  way  of  a  little  digression,  to  inter- 
meddle somewhat  concerning  the  original  institution  of  monks,  what 
they  were  in  the  old  time  who  were  called  Monachi ;  wherein  the 
JJ8  ta   monks  of  the  primitive  time  did  differ  from  the  monks  of  the  middle 
theprimi-  time,  and  from  these  our  monks  now  of  this  latter  age;  moreover, 
church,   wherein  all  these  three  do  differ  from  priests,  as  we  call  them,  and  from 
men  of  the  clergy.  Wherefore,  to  answer  to  the  superstitious  scruple  of 
those  who  allege  the  old  antiquity  of  the  name  and  title  of  monks, 
first,  I  grant  the  name  and  order  of  monks  to  be  of  old  continuance, 
nearly  from  the  time  of  three  hundred  years  after  Christ ;  of  whom 
divers  old  authors  do  discourse,  as  Augustine,  Hieronymus,  Basilius 
Magnus  (who  was  also  himself  one  of  the  first  institutors  and  com- 
menders  of  that  superstition),  Chrysostom,  Nazianzcn,  Evagrius,  So- 
zomen,  Dionysius,  and  divers  others.     In  the  number  of  these 
monks,  who  then  were  divided  into  hermits  or  anchorites,  and  into 
Comobites,  were  Antonius,  Paulus,  and  Johannes,  with  divers  other 
recluses,  among  whom  were  Hierome,  Basil.  Macharius,  Isidore, 
Pambus,  Nilammon,  Simeon,  with  infinite  others,  both  in  Palestine, 
Syria,  Thebes,  Mesopotamia,  Egypt,  Africa,  and  Scythia ;  insomuch 
that  Cassianus1  maketh  mention  of  a  certain  monastery  at  Thebes, 
wherein  were  above  5,000  monks,  under  the  government  of  one 
abbot.  And  here  also  in  England  mention  is  nnde  before  of  Bangor, 
wherein  were  2,200  monks  under  one  man's  ruling  [a.d.  5.96] ; 
whereby  it  appeareth  that  there  were  monks  then,  and  two  hundred 
years  before,  in  the  primitive  time  of  the  church.    But  what  monks 
these  were,  is  to  be  considered :  such  as  by  tyranny  of  persecution 
were  driven  into  solitary  and  desert  places,  or  else  such  as  not 
constrained  by  any,  but  of  their  own  voluntary  devotion,  joined  with 
some  superstition,  for  the  love  they  had  unto  spiritual  contemplation, 
and  for  hatred  of  the  wicked  world,  withdrew  themselves  from  all 
company,  either  having  nothing  to  themselves  proper,  or  else  all  things 
Monk*  in  common  with  others.    Now  all  these  were  then  nothing  else  but 
rtine°wcrc  laymen  :  of  which  laymen  there  were  two  sundry  sorts,  one  of  the 
only  i*y  vulgar  and  common  people,  who  only  were  partakers  of  the  sacraments ; 
Elding  a  the  others,  through  following  a  monastical  kind  of  life,  were  called 
•me;  life.  mon|<g^  Dcjng  nothing  but  laymen  leading  a  more  severe  and  stricter 
trade  of  life  than  others. 

By  the  authors  quoted  in  the  noic,a  it  is  evident  that  monks 

(11  Cassian.  lib.  ii.  cap.  4.  Do  Canon.  Noctur.  Oral. 

)  Aujru»t.  lib.  dc  morlbua 
ad  Aunliiuu.   AU©  by  i 


^(2)  Aujout.  lib.  dc  rooribu.  eccle»Lr,  cap.  13.  Item,  Bfc.  <■  operibu»  M«»achoruin.  Item,  Kpia- 
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in  the  former  age  of  the  church,  albeit  they  lived  a  solitary  life,  Mw- 
yet  were  they  no  other  but  laymen,  differing  from  priests  and  also  mm» 
from  the  other  monks  who  succeeded  them  afterwards  in  the  middle  £ain. 

age  of  the  church,  and  that  in  three  points  :  First,  they  were  tied  

and  bound  to  no  prescribed  form,  either  of  diet  or  apparel,  or  any  theprim" 
thing  else,  as  we  may  see  testified  by  the  words  of  St.  Augustine.1 
And  Sozomen,  speaking  of  the  monks  of  the  same  time,  who  in  Jjj 
cities  had  several  mansions  separate  from  others,  saith,  "  Some  live  SeV  " 
in  cities,  so  behaving  themselves,  as  seeming  nothing  worth,  and  they  ^"he*8* 
differed  nothing  from  the  multitude,"8  &c.   The  second  point  wherein  church, 
they  were  discrepant  from  the  later  monks  was,  that  they  remained 
in  no  other  order  but  that  of  laymen,  only  being  of  a  stricter  life  than 
the  rest,  and  had  nothing  to  do  in  matters  and  charges  ecclesiastical ; 
which  was  afterward  broken  by  Pope  Boniface  IV.,  as  followcth  (the 
Lord  willing)  to  be  seen  and  said.    Thirdly,  the  aforesaid  monks  of  Some 
that  age,  albeit  the  most  part  of  them  lived  sole  and  single  from  rw!  and" 
wives,  yet  some  of  them  were  married :  certes,  none  of  them  were 
forbidden  or  restrained  from  marriage.    Of  such  as  were  married,  *om  mu' 
speaketh  Athanasius,  who  says,  "  he  knew  both  monks  and  bishops, 
as  married  men,  and  fathers  of  children."' 

The  said  monks  of  the  old  time,  though  they  were  better  than  supenti- 
the  others  who  followed  them,  yet,  all  that  notwithstanding,  super-  lJ,°w"hPt 
stition  with  them,  and  among  them,  began  then  to  creep  into  the  monk«y- 
church  through  the  crafty  subtilty  of  Satan,  and  all  for  the  ignorance 
of  our  free  justification  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.    Examples  do 
declare  the  vain  and  prodigious  superstition  of  these  monastical  sorts 
of  men  ;  which  examples  do  not  lack,  if  leisure  rather  did  not  lack  to  ifmo- 
bring  them  in.    But  two  or  three  shall  suffice  for  many,  which  I  pur-  Hn jm* 
pose  (the  Lord  willing)  here  to  insert,  to  the  intent  the  mind  of  ""^.t 
the  godly  reader  may  the  better  consider  and  understand,  how 
shortly  after  the  time  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  the  doctrine  of  per»u 
christian  justification  began  to  be  forgotten,  true  religion  turned  to ' 
superstition,  and  the  price  of  Christ's  passion  to  be  obscured  through 
the  vain  opinion  of  raen\s  merits,  &c.  A  certain  abbot,  named  Moses, 
thus  testineth  of  himself  in  the  Collations  of  Cassianus,  that  he  so 
afflicted  himself  with  much  fasting  and  watching,  that  sometimes,  for 
two  or  three  days  together,  not  only  he  felt  no  appetite  to  eat, 
but  also  had  no  remembrance  of  any  meat  at  all,  and  by  reason 
thereof  was  driven  also  from  sleep ;  insomuch  that  he  was  caused  to 
pray  to  God  but  for  some  portion  of  the  night  to  be  given  him,  for 
a  little  refreshing  of  sleep.4    In  the  same  author  mention  is  made  of 

* 

est  cam*.  aJiaclerWrum ;  elerid  paacunt  ow,  ego  pascor,"  fce.  that  is,  "  One  thing  peTtatneth  to 
monk*,  another  thing  unto  them  of  the  clergy  ;  they  of  the  clergy  feed  their  flock.  1  am  fed,"  *e. 
Et  ex  Dionysio  The  same  appeareth  likewise  by  the  fourth  canon  of  the  Council  of  Chalcedon, 
where  it  it  provided,  "  Ne  monachi  le  ecclesiasticis  negotils  immUceant ;"  that  is,  "  That  monks 
should  not  intermeddle  with  matters  of  the  church,"  tic.  Et  Leo,  Epistola  62.  vetat  Monachos  ct 
Lajcos,  "  etei  icientUr  nomine  glorientur,  admit ti  ad  ofReium  docendi  et  ccncionandL" 

(I)  "  Neque  inter  hare  nemo  urgetur  in  aspera,  qtw  ferre  nnn  potest :  nulli  quod  recusat  imponitur. 
Nee  ideo  rontemnitur  a  cirteris,  in  quod  eis  irnitandis  »e  fatetur  invalidum.  Meminerunt  enim 
qoantoprre  commendata  ait  in  scripturis  charitas.  Memiuerunt  omnia  munda  mundls,  &c.  '  Non 
quoJ  intra*  in  o*  coinquinat  hominetn,  sed  quod  exit.'  Itaque  non  rcjicleiidl*  geiicrihus  ciborum 
quasi  poltutii,  sed  concupiscentlae  perdornandse,  et  dilectioni  fratrum  retinendie  itivigilat  ounnis  in- 
oortria."—  August,  de  I  nut  i  tut  is  Monachorum. 

W  "AJii  in  turbis  ci vitatum  eontersabantur,  sic  seipsos  gerentes,  ut  nullius  moment!  videren- 
twrt  .  muJtis  nihU  dinVrrent/  <tc.-Lib.  lii. 

JW  "Se  noriaa*  et  monacho*  et  episcopos  conjuges  ct  liberorum  patres,  4c— In Eplstola  od 
!<)C^i.  cap.  17.  ColUt-t. 
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a  certain  old  man,  a  hermit,  who,  because  he  had  conceived  in  himself 
such  a  purpose  as  never  to  eat  meat  without  he  had  some  guest  or 
stranger  with  him,  sometimes  was  constrained  to  abstain  five  days 
together  until  Sunday,  when  he  went  to  the  church,  and  thence 
brought  some  stranger  or  other  home  with  him. 

Two  other  examples  more  will  I  add  out  of  the  said  Cassianus,  to 
declare  how  the  subtilty  of  Satan,  through  superstition  and  false 
colour  of  holiness,  blindeth  the  miserable  eyes  of  those  who  rather 
attend  men's  traditions  than  the  word  of  God.  The  said  author 
relates  that  a  certain  abbot  named  Johannes,  in  the  desert  of  Scythia, 
BB»d  gent  two  of  his  novices  with  figs  unto  one  that  was  sick  in  the  wilder- 
M.°"r»ii-  ness,  eighteen  miles  off  from  the  church.  It  chanced  that  these 
two  young  novices,  missing  the  way,  wandered  so  long  in  the 
wild  forest  or  wilderness,  unable  to  find  the  cell,  that  for  emptiness 
and  weariness  they  waxed  faint  and  tired ;  and  yet  rather  would  they 
die  than  taste  the  figs  committed  to  them  to  carry,  and  so  they  did, 
for  shortly  after  they  were  found  dead,  their  figs  lying  whole  by 
them.1 

Another  story  also  Cassianus  reciteth,  of  two  monastical  brethren, 
who  making  their  progress  in  the  desert  of  Thebes,  purposed  with 
themselves  to  take  no  sustenance  but  such  as  the  Lord  himself 
Another  should  minister  unto  them.  It  happened,  as  they  were  wandering 
desolate  in  the  desert,  and  fainting  almost  for  penury,  that  certain 
Mazises,  a  kind  of  people  by  nature  fierce  and  cruel,  notwithstanding 
being  suddenly  altered  into  a  new  nature  of  humanity,  came  forth,  and 
of  their  own  accord,  offered  bread  unto  them ;  which  bread,  the  one 
thankfully  received  as  sent  of  God ;  the  other,  accounting  it  sent 
of  man,  and  not  of  God,  refused  it,  and  so  for  lack  perished.1 

Hereunto  might  I  also  annex  the  story  of  Mucius,  who,  to  declare 
his  obedience,  did  not  stick,  at  the  commandment  of  his  abbot,  to 
cast  his  son  into  the  water,  not  knowing  whether  any  were  appointed 
there  ready  to  rescue  him  from  drowning ;  so  far  were  the  monks  in 
those  days  drowned  in  superstition.  What  is  this,  but  for  man's 
traditions  and  commandments  to  transgress  the  commandments  of 
Monkery  God,  who  saith,  "  Thou  shalt  do  no  murder      "  Thou  shalt  not 
thero?"  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God  Y*  What  man  is  so  blind,  that  seeth  not  by 
Syjjjfr  these,  and  infinite  examples  more,  what  pernicious  superstition  had 
h>  p°-     begun  by  reason  of  this  monkery,  almost  from  the  beginning,  to  creep 
into  the  church  ?   whereat  I  cannot  marvel  enough,  seeing  that 

Xof  the  church  had  in  it  so  many  learned  and  famous  doctors, 
)  not  only  did  approve  and  allow  these  monastical  sects  of  life, 
but  also  certain  were  themselves  the  authors  and  institutors  of  the 
same,  yea,  and  of  men's  traditions  made  the  service  of  God;  in 
the  number  of  whom  may  be  reckoned  Basilius  Magnus,  'and  Nazi- 
anzen,  who,  with  immoderate  austerity,  did  so  pluck  down  themselves, 
that  when  they  were  called  to  the  office  of  bishops,  they  were  not 
able  to  sustain  the  labour  thereof. 
Monk«^of  After  these  aforesaid  monks  of  that  time,  above-recited,  followed 
other  monks  of  the  middle  age  of  the  church,  who,  as  in  multitude, 


J}?  so  also  in  superstition  increasing,  began,  by  little  and  little,  from 
cbireb.   tneu*  de80^0  aena  in  tne  va8t  wilderness,  to  approach  more  near  to 


(I)  Ca»ii.  lib  tie  Splrltu  Gartrinurg .  cap.  40.      (2)  Idem.  lib.  rl. 
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great  towns,  where  they  had  solemn  monasteries  founded  by  kings 
and  queens,  and  king's  daughters,  and  other  rich  consuls,  as  is  partly  Bcciaia- 
before  touched  upon,  and  also  the  causes  withal  for  which  they  Jfa*t, 
were  first  founded.1    All  these  impious  and  erroneous  titles  and  r~~ 
causes  we  find  alleged  in  histories,  as  in  Malmesbury,  Jomalensis,  ti,n.»uj.u- 
Henricus,  and  others.    In  those  histories  I  also  note,  that  most  of  the  lt 
monasteries  were  erected  first  upon  some  great  murder,  either  by  wa 
in  the  field,  or  privately  committed  at  home,  as  shall  well  appear  ^ 
to  them  that  read  their  books  to  whom  I  have  referred.  avruisa- 
But,  to  return  to  our  monks  again,  who,  as  is  said,  first  began  to  ^J^, 
creep  from  the  cold  fields  into  warm  towns  and  cloisters,  from  towns  JJjyg* 
then  into  cities,  and  at  length  from  their  close  cells  and  cities,  into  chrwuan 
cathedral  churches  (as  here  appeareth  by  this  story  of  King  Edgar),  taU>' 
where,  not  only  did  they  abound  in  wealth  and  riches  (especially  these  . 
monks  of  our  later  time),  but  much  more  did  they  swim  in  supersti- 
tion and  pharisaical  hypocrisy,  being  yoked  and  tied  in  all  their 
doings  to  certain  prescribed  rules  and  formal  observances ;  in  watch- 
ing, in  sleeping,  in  eating,  in  rising,  in  praying,  in  walking,  in 
talking,  in  looking,  in  tasting,  in  touching,  in  handling,  in  their 
gestures,  in  their  vestures,  every  man  apparelled  not  as  the  proper 
condition  of  others  would  require,  nor  as  the  season  of  the  year  did 
serve,  but  as  the  compulsory  rules  and  order  of  every  sect  did 
enforce. 

The  number  of  monkish  sects  was  infinitely  divers  •  some,  after  Tma 
Basilius's  rule,  went  in  white ;  some,  after  Benefs  rule,  in  black ;  "^u^ 
some,  Cluniacenses,  first  set  up  by  Otho  in  the  time  of  this  King 
Edgar,  wore*  after  the  rule  of  Benefs  order  ;  some,  after  Hierome's 
rule,  were  leather-girdled,  and  coped  above  their  white  coat ;  some 
Gregorians  were  copper-coloured ;  some,  '  De  valle  umbrosa,"  were 
grey  monks;  some,  G  rand  im  on  tenses,  wore  a  coat  of  mail  upon  their 
bare  bodies,  with  a  black  cloak  thereupon :  some,  Cistercians,  had 
white  rochets  on  a  black  coat ;  some,  Celestines,  all  in  blue,  both 
cloak,  cowl  and  cap ;  some,  charter  monks,  wearing  haircloth  next 
their  bodies ;  some,  Flagellants,  going  barefoot  in  long  white  linen 
shirts,  with  an  open  place  in  the  back,  where  they  beat  themselves 
with  scourges  on  the  bare  skin  every  day  before  the  people's  eyes,  till 
the  blood  ran  down,  saying,  that  it  was  revealed  to  them  by  an  angel, 
that  in  so  scourging  themselves,  within  thirtv  days  and  twelve  hours 
they  should  be  made  as  pure  from  sin  as  they  were  when  they  first 
received  baptism  ;  some,  starred  monks  ;  some,  Jesuits,  with  a  white 
girdle  and  russet  cowl.  Briefly,  who  can  reckon  up  the  innumerable 
sects  and  disguised  orders  of  their  fraternities  ?  some  holding  of 
St.  Benet,  some  of  St.  Hierome,  some  of  St.  Basil,  some  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, some  of  St.  Bridget,  some  of  St.  Bruno,  some  of  St.  Lewis ;  as 
though  it  were  not  enough  for  Christians  to  hold  of  Christ  only.  So 
subject  were  they  to  servile  rules,  that  no  part  of  christian  liberty 
remained  among  them ;  so  drowned  and  sunk  in  superstition,  that  not 
only  they  had  lost  Christ's  religion,  but  also  almost  the  sense  and 
nature  of  men.    For  where  men  naturally  are  and  ought  to  be  ruled 


0)  Pro  remedio  amine  roe*."  "  pro  remUrione  peccatoruin  meorum."  "  pro  redemptione 
ptcatorum  meorum,"  et  "  pro  aalute  regnorum,"  quique  meo  tubjacent  regimini  populorum.  in 
oenomn  glorious  Virginia. 
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by  the  discreet  government  of  reason  in  all  outward  doings  wherein  no 


Eeei*$ia+  one  rule  can  serve  for  all  men,  the  circumstance  of  time,  place,  person 
and  business  being  so  sundry  and  divers ;  on  the  contrary,  among 
these,  not  reason,  but  only  the  knock  of  a  bell  ruled  all  their  doings : 


ruieu  by  their  rising,  their  sleeping,  their  praying,  their  eating,  their  coming 
ofVbii?  fn*  their  going  out,  their  talking,  their  silence ;  and  altogether,  like 
insensible  people,  either  not  having  reason  to  rule  themselves,  or  else 
as  persons  ungrateful  to  God,  neither  enjoying  the  benefit  of  reason 
created  in  them,  nor  yet  using  the  grace  of  Christ's  liberty,  whereunto 
he  redeemed  them. 

Thus  thou  seest,  gentle  reader!  sufficiently  declared,  what  the 
monks  were  in  the  primitive  time  of  the  church,  and  what  were  the 
monks  of  the  middle  age,  and  of  these  our  latter  days  of  the  church ; 
whereunto  join  this  withal,  that  whereas  the  monks  of  elder  time,  as 
is  said,  were  mere  laymen,  and  not  spiritual  ministers,  afterwards 
a.d.  6o«.  Boniface  IV.  made  a  decree,  that  monks  might  use  the  offices  of 
preaching,  christening,  and  hearing  confessions ;  and  also,  that  of 
absolving  them  from  their  sins :  so  that  monks,  who,  in  the  beginning, 
Made     were  but  laymen,  and  not  spiritual  ministers,  forbidden  by  the  general 
Sutom  council  of  Chalcedon,  as  is  above  related,  to  intermeddle  with  matters 
Su»*«-  ecclesiastical,  afterwards,  in  process  of  time,  did  so  much  encroach 
rr«»  and  upon  the  office  of  spiritual  ministers,  that  at  length  the  priests  were 
!,m>"    discharged  out  of  their  cathedral  churches,  and  monks  put  in  their 
church.   piace8 .  because  that  monks  in  those  days,  leading  a  stricter  life,  and 
professing  chastity,  had  a  greater  countenance  of  holiness  among  the 
people  than  had  the  priests,  who  then,  in  the  days  of  King  Edgar, 
rric.u    had  wives  (at  least  so  many  as  would),  no  law  forbidding  them  till 
wive*     the  time  of  Hildebrand,  now  called  Gregory  VII.,  whereof  more  shall 
be  said  (Christ  willing)  in  the  book  next  following. 

ad.  wr.     And  thus  much,  by  the  way,  as  touching  the  order  and  profession 
of  monks.    Now,  to  turn  in  again  from  whence  we  digressed,  that  is, 
to  the  matter  of  King  Edgar,  who,  following  the  counsel  and  leading 
of  Dunstan,  and  the  aforesaid  Ethelwold,  bishop  of  Winchester,  was 
somewhat  thereby  inclined  to  superstition ;  but,  otherwise,  of  his  own 
nature,  well  given  to  all  virtues  and  princely  acts  worthy  of  much 
The  wc  commendation  and  famous  memory.    80  excellent  was  he  in  justice, 
oftcinf  and  sharp  in  correction  of  vices,  as  well  in  his  magistrates  as  other 
U*K    subjects,  that  never  before  his  days  was  less  felony  by  robbers,  nor  less 
extortion  or  bribery  by  false  officers.    Such  provinces  and  lordships 
as  were  not  yet  come  under  the  king's  subjection,  he  united  and 
England  adjoined  to  his  dominion ;  and  so  made  one  perfect  monarchy  of  the 
toltnT1  whole  realm  of  England,  with  all  the  islands  and  borders  about  the 
{£or££    same.    Such  as  were  wicked  he  kept  under  ;  he  repressed  those  that 
ehjr.      were  rebels  ;  the  godly  he  maintained  ;  he  loved  the  modest ;  he  was 
devout  to  God,  and  beloved  of  his  subjects,  whom  he  governed  in 
much  peace  and  quietness.    And  as  he  was  a  great  seeker  of  peace, 
so  God  did  bless  liim  with  much  abundance  of  peace  and  rest  from  all 
wars,  so  that,  as  the  history  recordeth  of  him,  kk  he  neither  tasted  of 
any  privy  treason  among  his  subjects,  nor  of  any  invasion  of  foreign 
enemies,    for  which  he  was  called  Pacificus.    So  studious  he  was 
of  the  public  profit  of  his  realm,  and  fruitful  in  his  government, 
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that,  as  the  said  story  saith  of  him,  "  no  year  passed  in  all  the  time  **** 
of  his  reign,  wherein  he  did  not  some  singular  and  necessary  com-  a.D. 
modity  for  the  commonwealth." 1    A  great  maintainer  he  was  of  970. 
religion  and  learning,  not  forgetting  herein  the  foresteps  of  King 
Alfred  his  predecessor.    Among  his  other  princely  virtues  this  chiefly  53r 
is  to  be  regarded,  that  whereas  'other  princes  in  much  peace  and  £2!* 
quietness  are  commonly  wont  to  grow  into  a  dissolute  negligence  p*™1, 
of  life,  or  oblivion  of  their  charge  committed  unto  them  ;  this  king, 
in  continuance  of  peace  (that  notwithstanding),  kept  ever  with  him 
such  a  watch,  and  a  vigilant  severity  joined  with  a  seemly  clemency, 
that  I  cannot  but  recite  here  what  our  historians  witness,  testifying 
of  his  diligent  and#  great  care  over  the  commonwealth,  **  that  he 
would  suffer  no  man,  of  what  degree  of  nobility  soever  he  were,  to 
evade  his  laws  without  condign  punishment."" a    And  the  same 
author  adds,  "  in  all  his  time  there  was  neither  any  privy  picker, 
nor  open  thief,  but  he  that  in  stealing  other  men's  goods,  would 
venture,  and  suffer,  as  he  was  sure  to  do,  the  loss  of  his  own 
life."* 

Moreover,  as  the  studious  industry  of  this  prince  was  forward  in  Wow«« 
all  other  points,  so  his  prudent  provision  did  not  lack  in  this  also,  ""'out of 
in  driving  out  the  devouring  and  ravening  wolves  throughout  all  his  Bn*taBA 
land,  wherein  he  used  this  policy,  in  causing  Llewellyn,  prince  or 
king  of  Wales,  to  yield  him  yearly,  by  way  of  tribute,  800  wolves  ; 
by  means  whereof,  within  the  space  of  four  years  after,  in  England 
and  Wales,  might  scarcely  be  found  one  wolf  alive. 

This  Edgar,  among  other  of  his  politic  deeds,  had  in  readiness  *jfcf"* 
3600  ships  of  war  to  scour  the  seas  in  the  summer-time,  whereof  1200  King  eu- 
kept  the  east  seas ;  as  many  defended  the  west  side ;  and  again,  1%.^ 
as  many  were  in  the  south  seas  to  repulse  the  invasion  of  foreign  th«  »*••• 
enemies.    Moreover,  in  the  winter  season,  the  use  and  manner  of 
this  virtuous  king  was  this :  during  all  the  time  of  his  life,  to  ride 
over  the  land  in  progress,  searching  and  inquiring  diligently  (to  use 
the  words  of  mine  author),  "how  the  laws  and  statutes  by  him  or-  a  notable 
dained  were  kept,  and  that  the  poor  should  suffer  no  prejudice,  or  ro"aiipl* 
be  oppressed  in  any  manner  of  way  by  the  mightier,"4  &c.    Briefly,  {hS*.!* 
as  I  see  many  things  in  this  worthy  prince  to  be  commended,  so  wuw. 
this  one  thing  in  him  I  cannot  but  lament,  to  see  him,  like  a  phenix, 
to  fly  alone ;  that  of  all  his  posterity  so  few  there  be  that  seek  to 
keep  him  company.    And  although  I  have  showed  more  already  of 
this  king  than  I  think  will  well  be  followed,  yet  this  more  is  to  be 
added  to  the  worthiness  of  his  other  acts,  that  whereas,  by  the 
multitude  of  the  Danes  dwelling  in  divers  places  of  England,  much 
excessive  drinking  was  used,  whereupon  ensued  drunkenness  and  The  de- 
many  other  vices,  to  the  evil  example  and  hurt  of  his  subjects ;  k^V Ed- 
he,  therefore,  to  prevent  that  evil,  ordained  certain  cups,  with  pins  *££nt 
or  nails  set  in  them,  adding  thereunto  a  law,  that  what  person  drank  drunken- 
past  the  mark  at  one  draught  should  forfeit  a  certain  penny,  whereof' 


,  nets. 


(1)  "  Kulliu  fere  annus  I 

fererit." 

(2)  '*  Ut  nullum  cujuactuique  dignitatis  hotninem  leges  eludere  impune  permitleret. 

(J)  "  Nemo  ejus  tempore  privatus  latro,  nemo  papillaris  prvdo,  nisi  qui  mallet  in  fortunaa 
alien  ai  erasiari  propriie  vitw  dispendio,"  fte.    Gulicl.  Malnwsb.  de  Reg. 
(«)  "  Quomodo  legum  Jura,  et  quorum  *tatuta  decretorum  ol»er»arentur ;  et  n«  pauperesa 
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ndgar.  one  half  should  fall  to  the  accuser,  and  the  other  half  to  the  ruler 
A.D.   °f  the  borough  or  town  where  the  offence  was  done. 
971.       It  is  reported  of  this  Edgar,  by  divers  authors,  that  about  the 
thirteenth  year  of  jiis  reign,  he  being  at  Chester,  eight  kings,  called 
in  histories  Subrcguli,  to  wit,  petty-kings,  or  under-kings,  came  and 
Eiirht     did  homage  to  him;  of  whom  the  first  was  the  king  of  Scots, 
ho^!^0  called  Kenneth,  Malcolm  of  Cumberland,  Mackus,  or  Mascusinus, 
»  Kin*  king  of  Monia,  and  of  divers  other  islands ;  and  all  the  kings  of 
Wales,  the  names  of  whom  were  Dufnal  or  Duncwald,  Sirresh, 
Huwall,  Jacob,  and  Ulkell  or  Juchel.    All  these  kings,  after  they 
had  given  their  fidelity  to  Edgar,  the  day  following,  for  a  pomp  or 
royalty,  he  entered  with  these  aforesaid  kings  the  river  Dee ; 
where  he,  sitting  in  a  boat,  took  the  rule  of  the  helm,  and  caused 
these  eight  kings,  every  person  taking  an  oar  in  his  hand,  to  row  him 
up  and  down  the  river,  to  and  from  the  church  of  St.  John,  unto  his 
palace  again,  in  token  that  he  was  master  and  lord  of  so  many 
provinces,  whereupon  he  is  reported  to  have  said  in  this  manner: 
"  Tunc  demum  posse  successores  suos  gloriari,  se  Regcs  Angliw  esse, 
cum  tanta  pnerogativa  honorum  fruercntur."    But  in  my  mind  this 
king  had  done  much  better,  if  he  had  rather  said  with  St.  Paul, 
"  Absit  mihi  gloriari,  nisi  in  crucc  Domini  nostri  Jesu  Christi."" 
And  thus  ye  have  heard  hitherto,  touching  the  commendation  of 
tu£I*ur  King  Edgar,  such  reports  as  the  old  monkish  writers  thought  to 
moukcry  Des*ow  upon   him,  as  upon  the  great  patron  of  their  monkish 
religion,  who  had  builded  as  many  monasteries  for  them  as  there 
were  Sundays  in  the  year,  as  some  say,  or,  but  forty-eight,  as 
Edincr  reporteth. 

vi«i  Now,  on  the  other  side,  what  vices  in  him  were  reigning,  let  us 
likewise  consider,  according  as  we  find  in  the  said  authors  described, 
who  most  wrote  to  his  advancement.  The  first  vice  is  noted  to  be 
cruelty  as  well  towards  others,  as  especially  towards  a  certain  earl, 
being  of  his  secret  council,  called  Ethelwold.  The  story  is  this : 
Ordgar,  duke  of  Devonshire,  had  a  certain  daughter,  named  Elfrida, 
whose  beauty  being  highly  commended  to  the  king,  and  he  being 
inflamed  therewith,  he  sent  this  aforesaid  Ethelwold  (whom  he 
especially  trusted)  to  the  party,  to  see  and  to  bring  him  word  again, 
and  if  her  beauty  were  such  as  was  reported,  willing  him  also  to 
make  the  match  between  them.  Ethelwold  well  viewing  the  party, 
and  seeing  her  beauty  nothing  inferior  to  her  fame,  and  thinking  first 
to  serve  his  own  turn,  told  all  things  contrary  unto  the  king. 
Whereupon  the  king,  withdrawing  his  mind  otherwise,  in  the  end  it 
came  to  pass  that  Ethelwold  himself  did  marry  her. 

Not  long  after,  the  king,  understanding  further  by  the  complaints 
and  rumours  of  certain,  how  he  was  prevented  and  beguiled,  set  a  fair 
face  upon  the  matter  before  Ethelwold,  and  merrily  jesting  with 
him,  told  him  how  he  would  come  and  see  his  wife ;  and  indeed 
appointed  the  day  when  he  would  be  there.  Ethelwold,  the  husband, 
perceiving  this  matter  to  go  hardly  with  him,  made  haste  to  his 
wife,  declaring  to  her  the  coming  of  the  king,  and  also  opening  the 
whole  order  of  the  matter  how  he  had  done;  desiring  her  of  all  love, 
as  she  would  save  his  life,  to  disgrace  and  deform  herself  with 
garments  and  such  attire  as  the  king  might  take  no  delight  in  her. 


noted  in 
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Elfirida  hearing  this,  what  did  she,  but,  contrary  to  the  request  of  her  sdgar. 
husband  and  promise  of  a  wife,  against  the  kings  coming  trim  A  jj  " 
herself  at  the  glass,  and  deck  her  in  her  best  array ;  whom,  when  975. 

the  king  beheld,  he  was  not  so  much  enamoured  with  her  as  in  

hatred  with  her  husband,  who  had  so  deceived  him.  Whereupon 
the  king  shortly  after,  making  as  though  he  would  go  to  hunt  in 
the  forest  of  Harcwood,  sent  for  Ethelwold  to  come  to  him  under  mi  cru- 
the  pretence  of  hunting,  and  there  ran  him  through  and  slew  him.  e,,y- 
Mler  this  the  bastard  son  of  Ethelwold  coming  to  him,  the  king 
asked  him  how  he  liked  that  hunting  ?  who  answered,  "  That  which 
pleaseth  the  king  ought  not  to  displease  me.""  For  the  death  of 
this  Ethelwold,  Elfrida  afterwards  builded  a  monastery  of  nuns, 
for  lemission  of  sins. 

Another  fault  which  Malmcsbury  noteth  in  him,  was  the  coming  o«»t  <i«?- 
m  of  strangers  into  this  land,  as  Saxons,  Flemings,  and  Danes,  whom  to  thu 
he  with  great  familiarity  retained,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  land,  ££- 
as  the  aforesaid  story  of  Malmesbury  recordcth,  whose  words  be  these: 
"  whereby  it  happened  that  divers  strangers,  out  of  foreign  countries, 
allured  by  his  tame,  came  into  the  land,  as  Saxons,  Flemings,  and 
Danes  also,  all  whom  he  retained  with  great  familiarity ;  the  coming 
of  which  strangers  wrought  great  damage  to  the  realm,  and 
therefore  is  Edgar  justly  blamed  in  stories,"1   &c.    With  this 
reprehension  all  the  Saxon,  stories  also  do  agree. 

The  third  vice  to  him  objected  was  his  incontinency  and  his  Hi« ln- 
lasciviousness  of  life.  He  degraded  a  duke's  daughter,  being  life, 
a  nun,  and  a  virgin  named  Wilfrida,  or  Wilstrud,  of  which  Wilfrida  f 
was  born  Editha,  a  bastard  daughter  of  Edgar.  Also  a  certain 
other  virgin  in  the  town  of  Andover,  who  was  privily  conveyed  into 
his  chamber  by  this  means :  the  lascivious  king,  coming  to  Andover, 
not  far  from  Winchester,  and  thinking  to  have  his  desire  of  a  cer- 
tain other  duke's  daughter,  of  whose  beauty  he  heard  much  speaking, 
commanded  the  maid  to  be  brought  unto  him.  The  mother  of  the 
virgin,  grieving  to  have  her  daughter  so  wronged,  secretly,  by  night, 
conveyed  to  the  king's  chamber,  instead  of  her  daughter,  another 
maiden  of  beauty  and  favour  not  uncomely,  who,  in  the  moming 
rising  to  her  work",  and  so  being  known  by  the  king  who  she  was,  had 
granted  unto  her  by  the  king  such  liberty  and  freedom,  that  of  a 
servant  she  was  made  mistress  both  to  her  .master,  and  also  to  her 
mistress.* 

Among  other  concubines  Edgar  had  Egelfleda,  or  Elflcda,  called  Ed«ard 
Candida,  the  fair  daughter  of  Duke  Ordmer,'  she  being  also  a 
professed  nun,  of  whom  he  had  Edward  ;  for  which  he  was  en-  S(£S. 
joined  by  Dunstan  seven  years'  penance,  which  being  complete,  he  »«™  » 
took  to  him  as  his  lawful  wife,4  Elfrida,  the  mother  of  Edmund  and  bine" 
Ethelred,  otherwise  called  Egelred,  whereof  more  shall  be  said  (the 
Lord  willing)  hereafter. 

Over  and  besides  all  these  vices,  noted  and  objected  to  King 
Edgar,  in  our  monkish  story- writers,  I  also  observe  another  no  less, 
or  rather  a  greater  vice  than  the  other  before-recited,  which  was  blind 

,1)  "  Unde  factum  tfU  ut  flun*  ejua  P"  °ra  omnium  ▼olitante.  alienigwaf,  Shodm,  Flandr 
tpd  etitm  Duii  hue  frequenter  •.nnavigartnt  Ed^aro  familiarw  effect!  Quorum  adver 
wmum  prorinetaJibu*  dctrimentum  pepent.  Inde  mento  jureque  reprehendunt  euro  llterw, 

if)  Ex  Matth.  Pari*,  lib.  de  Reglb.  (J)  Gulielm.  Malmetb.  (4)  Idem. 
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superstition,  which  brought  idolatrous  monkery  into  the  church  of 
a..d.   Christ,  with  the  wrongful  expelling  of  lawful  married  priests  out  of 
975.   their  houses.  Whereupon,  what  inconveniences  ensued  in  this  realm, 
King  gj.  especially  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  I  leave  to  the  consideration  of 

SwdV  t*,osc  w*10  *mve  heard  °^  tne  detestable  enormities  of  those  religious 
Du^un,  votaries:  the  occasion  whereof,  first  and  chiefly,  began  in  this  Edgar, 
Silei-     through  the  instigation  of  Dunstan  and  his  fellows ;  who,  after  they 
Thop'or'  na<^  inveigled  the  king,  and  had  brought  him  over  to  their  purpose, 
winche«-  caused  him  to  call  a  council  of  the  clergy,  where  it  was  enacted  and 
decreed  that  the  canons  of  divers  cathedral  churches,  collegiates, 
parsons,  vicars,  priests  and  deacons,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
either  should  give  over  that  kind  of  life,  or  else  give  room  to 
monks,  &c.    For  execution  of  which  decree,  two  principal  visitors 
were  appointed ;  Athelwold,  or  Ethelwold,  bishop  of  Winchester, 
and  Oswald,  bishop  of  Worcester,  as  is  before  mentioned.1 

And  thus  much  concerning  the  history  of  King  Edgar,  and  of  such 
tilings  as  in  his  time  happened  in  the  church,  which  Edgar,  after  he 
had  entered  into  the  parts  of  Britany,  to  subdue  the  rebellion  of  the 
Welshmen,  and  there  had  spoiled  the  country  of  Glamorgan,  and 
wasted  that  of  Odo,  within  ten  days  after,  when  he  had  reigned  the 
?e»th  space  of  sixteen  years,  died,  and  was  buried  at  Glastonbury,  leaving 
after  him  two  bastards,  to  wit,  Editha  and  Edward,  and  one  son 
lawfully  begotten,  named  Ethelrcd,  or  otherwise  by  corruption  called 
Egelred  :  for  Edmund,  the  elder  son,  died  before  his  father. 

Ye  heard  before  how  King  Edgar  is  noted  in  all  stories  to  be  an 
incontinent  liver.  In  consequence  of  his  connexion  with  Elfled, 
mother  of  Edward,  he  was  stayed  and  kept  back  from  his  coronation, 
by  Dunstan,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  space  of  seven  years : 
and  so  the  said  king,  beginning  his  reign  in  the  sixteenth  year  of 
his  age,  being  a.d.  959,  was  crowned  at  the  age  of  one  and  thirty, 
a.d.  974,  as  is,  by  the  Saxon  Chronicle  of  Worcester  Church,  to  be 
proved.'  For  the  more  evident  declaration  of  this  matter,  concerning 
the  coronation  of  the  king  restrained,  and  the  presumptuous  behaviour 
of  Dunstan  towards  the  king,  and  his  penance  by  the  said  Dunstan 
enjoined,  ye  shall  hear  both  Osbcrne,  Malmesbury,  and  other  authors 
speak  in  their  own  words,  as  followeth :  "  Perpetrato  itaquc  in  virgi- 
ncm  velatam  peccato,'1  &c*  After  Dunstan  had  understanding  of  the 
king's  offence,  perpetrated  with  the  professed  nun,  and  that  the  same 
was  blazed  amongst  the  people,  with  great  ire  and  passion  of  mind  he 
came  to  the  king,  who,  seeing  the  archbishop  coming,  immediately  of 
gentleness  arose  from  his  regal  seat  towards  him,  to  take  him  by  the 
Dunstan  hand,  and  to  give  him  place.  But  Dunstan  refused  to  take  him  by 
take  the  the  hand,  and  with  stern  countenance,  bending  his  brows,  spake  to 
thcKu*nd. tms  entecti  88  stories  import,  unto  the  king :  M  You  that  have  not 
feared  to  corrupt  a  virgin  maid,  handfast  to  Christ,  presume  you  to 
touch  the  consecrated  hands  of  a  bishop?  You  have  defiled  the 
spouse  of  your  Maker,  and  think  you  by  flattering  service  to  pacify 
the  friend  of  the  bridegroom  ?  No,  Sir,  his  friend  will  not  I 
be,  who  hath  Christ  for  his  enemy.'"  The  king,  terrified  with  these 
thundering  words  of  Dunstan,  and  seized  with  compunction  and  re- 

(i)  g^^°^vl,l5cD^,l,1j^foi.jr:  5l2£e,bur*  (S^SStf"'  ta°v'i"°-cd" 
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Sntancc  for  his  crime  perpetrated,  fell  down  weeping  at  the  feet  of 
unstan,  who,  after  he  had  raised  him  up  from  the  ground  again,  a.D. 
began  to  utter  to  him  the  horribleness  of  his  deed  ;  and  finding  the  975. 
king  ready  to  receive  whatsoever  satisfaction  he  would  lay  upon  him, 
enjoined  him  this  penance  for  seven  years''  space,  as  followeth  : — 


"  That  he  should  wear  no  crown  all  that  space  ;  that  he  should  fast  twice  in 
the  week  ;  that  he  should  distribute  his  treasure,  left  to  him  by  his  ancestors,  to^"^. 
liberally  unto  the  poor  ;  that  he  should  build  a  monaster}'  of  nuns,  at  Shaftes- 
bury ;  and  that  as  he  had  robbed  God  of  one  virgin,  through  his  transgression,  so 
should  he  restore  to  him  many  again  in  times  to  come.  Moreover,  he  should 
expel  clerks  of  evil  life  (meaning  such  priests  as  had  wives  and  children)  out  of 
churches,  and  place  covents  of  monks  in  their  room." 

It  followeth,  then,  in  the  story  of  Osberne,  that  when  the  seven  years  Ed*™ 
of  the  king's  penance  were  expired,  Dunstan,  calling  together  all  {^hrea 
the  peers  of  the  realm,  with  bisiiops,  abbots,  and  other  ecclesiastical  j£J^ne4 
degrees  of  the  clergy,  in  the  public  sight  of  all  the  multitude,  set  the 
crown  upon  the  king's  head,  at  Bath,  which  was  the  one  and  thirtieth 
year  of  his  age,  and  thirteenth  of  his  reign ;  so  that  he  reigned  only 
three  years  crowned  king.   All  the  other  yeare  besides,  Dunstan, 
it  is  likely,  ruled  the  land  as  he  listed.    Furthermore,  as  touching 
the  son  of  the  said  Elfleda,  Osberne  writeth  to  this  effect,  "  The  child 
also  which  was  born  of  Elfred,  he  baptized  in  the  holy  fountain  of 
regeneration,  and  so  giving  him  the  name  of  Edward,  he  did  adopt 
him  to  be  his  son.711    By  this  narration,  agreeing  also  with  the  story  55"** 
of  the  Saxon  book  abovementioned,  there  is  evinced  a  double  un-  bury  »nd 
truth  or  error,  either  negligently  overseen,  or  of  purpose  dissembled, 
in  our  later  monkish  story- writers,  as  in  Malmesbury,  Matthew  Paris, 
Matthew  of  Westminster,  and  others ;  who,  to  conceal  the  fault  of 
King  Edgar,  or  to  square  with  Dunstan's  fact  in  setting  up  Edward 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  monkish  order,  first  do  falsely  affirm  that 
Editha,  the  daughter  of  Wilfrida,  was  born  after  Edward,  and  that 
for  her  this  penance  was  enjoined  on  King  Edgar.    This  neither  is, 
nor  can  be  so,  as  in  process  hereafter  (the  Lord  willing)  shall  appear. 

Secondly,  they  are  deceived  in  this,  that  they  affirm  King  Edgar  to 
have  two  wives ;  and  that  Elfleda,  the  mother  of  Edward,  was  not  a 
professed  nun  indeed,  but  dissembled  so  to  be,  to  avoid  the  violence 
of  the  king ;  whereas,  indeed,  the  truth  of  the  story  both  giveth  her 
to  be  a  nun,  and  her  son  to  be  base,  and  she  herself  never  to  be 
married  unto  the  king. 

Now,  forasmuch  as  we  have  hitherto  made  mention  of  Elfleda 
and  Editha,  and  also  of  Ulfired  and  Dunstan,  the  opportunity 
should  not  be  let  pass  to  speak  something  of  their  lying  miracles, 
falsely  forged,  to  the  great  seduction  of  christian  people,  by  super- 
stitious monks,  who  cared  not  what  fables  and  lies  they  brought 
into  the  church,  so  that  they  might  have  the  advantage  of  poor 
men's  purses  and  oblations.  And  first,  here  come  in  the  fabulous 
miracles  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  Elfleda,  the  king's  concubine,  which 
William  of  Malmesbury  in  certain  verses  expresseth  ;*  the  English  of 

(1)  "  Puerum  quoque  ex  peccatrire  quondaqi  pronnitum,  Micro  fonte  regeneratum  lavavit,  ct 
a?t  tfo  illi  nomine  Edwardo  in  (ilium  afbi  adoptavit." 
(1)  <•  Sua  nonnullia  paasa  annii  morborum  roolcntiara, 

Darfecatam  et  excoctam  Deo  dedit  an  imam. 

Punrta*  ertfo  vlUr  fato  beata*  exuviaa. 

Inltnitia  clemena  tignU  »lu«travit  Delta* :  Impra 
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Ji*9*>_  which  it  is  needless  here  to  recite.  Briefly,  the  effect  is  this  : — That 
A.D.  both  the  blind,  deaf,  halt,  and  such  as  be  mad,  receive  their  health 
975.  again,  if  they  worship  the  tomb  of  this  Elfleda.  The  like  feignings  and 
The  idle  monstrous  miracles  wc  read  also  in  chronicles  of  the  doting  Dunstan, 
ftntwie.  drowned  in  all  superstition,  if  he  were  not  also  a  wicked  sorcerer, 
ro^ed  First,  how  he,  being  yet  a  boy,  chased  away  the  devil,  set  about  with 
©Tdu"  a  great  company  of  dogs,  and  how  the  angels  did  open  the  chureh 
door  for  him  to  enter;  then,  how  the  lute  or  harp,  hanging  upon  the 
wall,  did  sing  or  play  without  any  finger  these  words :  "  The  souls  of 
the  saints,  who  have  followed  the  footsteps  of  Clirist,  and  who  have  shed 
their  blood  for  his  love's  sake,  are  rejoicing  in  heaven  ;  therefore  they 
shall  reign  with  Christ  for  ever/' 1  Item,  wnere  a  certain  great  beam  or 
master-post  was  loosed  out  of  its  place,  he,  by  making  the  sign  of  a 
tb"  devii  cr08S>  sct  it  in  right  frame  again.  Moreover,  how  the  said  Dunstan, 
W^ith  tempted  upon  a  time  by  the  devil,  with  impure  cogitations, 

rTot^air  caught  the  devil  by  the  nose  with  a  hot  pair  of  tongs,  and  held  him 
tf'ougs.  Item,  how  heavenly  spirits  often  appeared  to  him,  and  used 

to  talk  with  him  familiarly.  Item,  how  he  prophesied  of  the  birth  of 
King  Edgar,  of  the  death  of  King  Egclred,  of  the  death  of  Editha, 
and  of  Ethelwald,  bishop  of  Winchester.  Also,  how  our  Lady,  with 
her  fellows,  appeared  visibly  to  him,  singing  this  song : 

"  Cantemus  domino  sociie,  cantemus  honorem, 
Dull  is  amor  Christi  peraonet  ore  pio." 


Again,  how  the  angels  appeared  to  him,  singing  the  hymn  called 
"  ICvTie  Rex  splcndens,"  and  yet  these  prodigious  fantasies,  with 
others,  are  written  of  him  in  chronicles,  and  have  been  believed  in 
churches. 

a  roui  Among  many  other  false  and  lying  miracles,  forged  in  this  corrupt 
m^ieta  time  of  monkery,  the  fabulous,  or  rather  filthy  legend  of  Editha,  were 
ofEdi'thL  no'  *°  06  overpassed,  if  for  shame  and  honesty  it  might  well  be 
recited.  But  to  cast  the  dirt  of  these  pope-holy  monks  in  their 
own  face,  who  so  impudently  have  abused  the  church  of  Clirist,  and 
the  simplicity  of  the  people,  with  their  ungracious  vanities,  let  us  see 
what  this  miracle  is,  and  now  honestly  it  is  told. 

Certain  years  after  the  death  of  Editha,  saith  William  of  Mal- 
mcsbury,  which  years  Capgrave  in  his  new  legend  rcckoneth  to  be  thir- 
teen, the  said  Editha,  and  also  St.  Dennis,  holding  her  by  the  hand, 
appeared  to  Dunstan  in  a  vision,  willing  and  requiring  him  that  the 
body  of  Editha,  in  the  church  of  Wilton,  should  be  taken  up  and 
shrined,  to  the  intent  it  might  be  honoured  here  on  earth  bv  her  ser- 
vants, according  as  it  is  worshipped  by  her  spouse  in  heaven.  lXinstan, 
upon  this,  coming  from  Salisbury  to  Wilton,  where  Editha  was 
interred,  commanded  her  body  to  be  taken  up  with  much  honour  and 
solemnity ;  who,  there,  on  opening  her  tomb  (as  both  Malmcsbury 
and  Capgrave  with  shame  enough  record),  found  the  whole  body  of 
this  Editha  consumed  to  earth,  save  only  her  thumb,  and  a  few  other 


of 


Inopes  Vitus  et  auditua  »i  adorant  tnmutum, 
Smiiinti  restitutl  probant  sanctse  meritum. 
Rectum  gTcssum  refert  dotnum,  qui  accessit  loripe*, 
Mrntr  rapt  in  rrtlit  sanus,  boni  senilis  locuples." 
(1 )  "  Oandcnt  in  evils  anlmat  sanctorum,  qui  Christi  vestigia  sunt  aequutl,  et  qui  pro  rjut  amore 
aanguinem  suum  (uderunt :  ldeo  rum  Chrlsto  rcjpiabunt  in  srternum." 

^(JhWhat  marvel,  if  certain  books  and  eyistlrs  be  {^*e^  *£JTil,c|j  to      o0*^*-  when  tb*  PM** 
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relics.    Whereof  the  said  Editha,  expounding  the  meaning,  declared 


that  her  thumb  remained  sound  for  the  much  crossing  she  used  with  j/ut'yr- 
the  same,  and  that  the  other  parts  were  uncorrupted  for  a  testimony  of  A  1} 
her  abstinence  and  integrity.1  975. 

What  Satan  hath  so  envied  the  true  sincerity  of  christian  faith  and  

doctrine,  as  to  contaminate  the  same  with  such  impudent  tales,  such 
filthy  vanities,  and  such  idolatrous  fantasies  as  these  ?  Such  monks, 
with  their  detestable  houses,  where  Christ's  people  were  so  abomi- 
nably abused,  and  seduced  to  worship  dead  carcases  of  men  and 
women,  whether  they  deserved  not  to  be  rased  and  plucked  down  to 
the  ground,  let  all  chaste  readers  judge.  But  of  these  matters  enough 
and  too  much. 

Here  followeth  the  Epitaph  written  by  Henry,  archdeacon  of 
Huntingdon,  upon  the  praise  and  commendation  of  King  Edgar : — 

"  Amor  opum,  vindex  scelerum,  largitor  honorum,  An  epl 

Sceptigcr  Edgarus  regna  superna  petit.  mentis"1 
Hie  alter  Salomon,  legum  pater,  orbita  pacis,  tory  of 

Quod  caruit  belli*,  clanut  inde  magis. 
Templa  Deo,  templis  monachos,  monachis  dedit  1 

NequiUae  lapsum,  justitia?quc  locum. 
Novit  enim  regno  verum  perquirere  falso, 

modico,  perpetuumque  brevi." 


Among  his  other  laws,  this  king  ordained  that  the  Sunday  should 
be  solemnized  from  Saturday  at  nine  o'clock  till  Monday  morning. 


EDWARD  II.,  called  the  MARTYR.1 

After  the  death  of  King  Edgar  no  small  trouble  arose  among  A  D. 
the  lords  and  bishops  about  the  succession  of  the  crown  ;  the  principal  975. 
cause  whereof  arose  on  this  occasion,  as  by  the  story  of  Simon  of  conten- 
Durham,  and  Roger  Hoveden,  is  declared.    Immediately  after  the  t 
decease  of  the  king,  Alferus  duke  of  Mercia,  and  many  other  ^y°r^e 
nobles  who  held  with  Egelred,  or  Ethelred,  the  only  right  heir  and  putting  in 
lawful  son  of  Edgar,  disliking  the  placing  and  intruding  of  monks  ormo,i"- 
into  churches,  and  the  thrusting  of  the  secular  priests,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  out  of  their  ancient  possessions,  expelled  the  abbots  and 
monks,  and  brought  in  again  the  aforesaid  priests,  with  their  wives  ; 
against  whom,  certain  others  there  were  on  the  contrary  part  that  made 
resistance,  as  Ethelwin,  duke  of  East  Angles,  Elfwold  his  brother, 
and  the  Earl  Brithnoth,  saying,  in  a  council  together  assembled, 
"  That  they  would  never  suffer  the  religious  monks  to  be  expelled 
and  driven  out  of  the  realm,  who  held  up  all  religion  in  the  land;" 
and,  thereupon,  immediately  levied  an  army,  wherewith  to  defend  by 
force  such  monasteries  as  were  within  the  precincts  of  East  Anglia. 

In  this  hurly-burly  amongst  the  lords,  about  the  placing  of  monks,  ai»o  for 
and  putting  out  of  priests,  rose  also  the  contention  about  the  crown,  JhTu'i.g. 
who  should  be  their  king ;  the  bishops  and  such  lords  as  favoured  the 
monks,  seeking  to  advance  such  a  king  as  they  knew  would  incline 

(I)  Ex  Guliel.  Malmesb..  et  Cappmvo,  in  ieg^nda  nova. 

(*)  Edition  ltt™  p  11     Ed.  MM.  P-  IS?.    Ed.  ISM,  p.  141    Ed  1684.  roL  L  p.  1».  Eo. 
VOL.  II.  F 
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Bdw«r4  to  their  side :  so  that  the  lords  thus  divided,  some  of  them  would 

the  * 

Martyr,  have  Edward,  and  some  agreed  upon  Egclred,  the  lawful  son. 
A d  Then  Dunstan,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Oswald,  archbishop 
975.  of  York,  with  other  their  fellow-bishops,  abbots,  and  divers  other 
~"  "  lords  and  dukes,  assembled  together  in  a  council ;  into  which  council 
um  Bm-  Dunstan  coming  with  his  cross  in  his  hand,  and  bringing  Edward 
SJJ23  before  the  lords,  so  persuaded  them,  that,  in  the  end,  Edward,  by 
bStoS  Dunstarfs  means,  was  elected,  consecrated,  and  anointed  for  their  king. 

And  thus  hast  thou,  good  reader,  the  very  truth  of  this  story, 
according  to  the  writing  of  authors  of  most  antiquity  who  lived  nearest 
to  that  age,  as  Osberne  and  others  which  Osberne,  living  in  the  days 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  wrote  this  story  of  Dunstan  on  the  motion 
of  Lanfranc,  and  allcgeth,  or  rather  translatcth  the  same  out  of  such 
Saxon  stories  as  were  written  before  his  time.  Besides  this  Osberne, 
we  have  also  for  witness  hereof,  Nicholas  Trivet,  in  his  English 
History,  written  in  French,  and  also  Johannes  Paris,  in  his  French 
History,  written  in  the  Latin  tongue,  where  he  plainly  calleth  Ed- 
ward, *'  non  legitiraum  filmm,"  that  is,  "  no  lawful  son."  Where- 
unto  add,  moreover,  the  testimony  of  Vinccntius  and  Antoninus, 
who  in  plain  terms  likewise  report  the  same. 

Now,  having  laid  the  foundation  for  the  truth  and  ground  of  this 
chlwfor  matter,  let  us  come  to  examine  how  truly  our  later  writers  do  say, 
'  who  write  that  Editha,  and  not  Edward,  was  the  child  for  whom 
Dunstan  enjoined  the  king  seven  years'1  penance ;  and,  also,  how  truly 
they  report  Edward  to  be  the  lawful  heir,  and  Elfleda  to  be  the  lawful 
wife,  to  King  Edgar.  For  first  touching  Editha,  this  is  confessed  by 
the  said  writers  themselves,  that  she  was  of  good  years  at  the  time 
Edgar,  her  father,  was  enjoined  his  penance ;  after  which  seven  years 
of  his  penance  were  expired,  he  lived,  at  the  most,  but  three  vears 
and  a  half :  which  seven  years,  and  three  years  and  a  half,  do  make  in 
all  but  ten  years  and  a  half.  But  now  the  said  authors  themselves 
do  grant,  that  she  was  made  abbess  by  her  father,  he  being  then 
alive.  And  how  then  can  this  stand  with  her  legend,  which  saith, 
that  she  was  not  less  than  fifteen  years  of  age  ?  By  which  account  it 
must  needs  fall  out,  that  she  could  not  be  so  little  as  five  years  old 
before  the  birth  of  that  child  for  whom  the  king  did  penance.  And 
thus  much  touching  Editha. 

The  ve»r» 

Now,  in  like  manner,  to  consider  of  the  time  of  Edward.  First, 
niu?*  thi*  by  all  writers  is  granted,  that  he  was  slain  in  the  fifteenth  year 
w»rd.  of  bis  age,  which  age  doth  well  agree  to  that  bastard  child  which  King 
Edgar  had,  and  for  which  he  did  penance ;  for  the  more  evidence 
whereof,  let  us  come  to  the  computation  of  the  years  in  this  sort : 
first,  the  penance  of  the  king  after  the  birth  of  this  child  lasted 
seven  years ;  then,  the  king,  after  the  same,  lived  three  years  and  a 
half;  after  whose  death  Edward  reigned  other  three  years  and  a  half, 
which  in  all  make  the  full  sum  of  fourteen  years,  about  the  count 
of  which  age,  by  their  own  reckoning,  the  said  Edward,  going  on  in 
his  fifteenth  year,  was  slain. 

Thus  have  ve,  by  manifest  demonstration,  proved  by  the  right 
casting  up  of  the  years,  after  their  own  grant  and  reckoning,  that 
Editha,  daughter  of  Wifrida,  in  no  case  can  be  the  child  that  was 

(I)  Ex  Otbern.,  Nte.  Tritet.,  Joh»n.  Pari*.,  Yincrntio,  Antontno. 
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born  after  Edward,  and  for  whom  the  king  was  enjoined  penance ; 


but  that  Edward  rather  was  bora  after  Editha,  and  was  the  child  for  u^r. 
whom  the  penance  was  enjoined,  contrary  to  the  opinion  commonly  *  q 
received  in  the  church,  which,  for  ignorance  of  the  story,  hath  hitherto  975.' 

holden  Edward  to  be  a  holy  martyr,  and  right  heir  to  the  crown.  ■ 

How  this  error  and  opinion  first  sprang  up,  and  by  whom,  albeit  it 
pertain  not  to  my  story  to  discuss,  yet  were  it  no  hard  matter  to 
conjecture. 

First,  after  that  Dunstan  and  Oswald,  with  other  bishops,  abbots,  Thec»u« 
and  certain  lords  and  dukes  of  that  faction,  for  the  maintenance  of  JjjL*^ 
monkery,  had  advanced  Edward  to  be  king,  against  Queen  Elfrida,  K<iwardi« 
mother  of  Ethelred,  and  Alferus,  duke  of  Mcrcia,  and  certain  other  ^rrup'ca 
nobles  who  held  with  the  contrary  side  of  the  priests  against  the  {"h™"".*" 
monks ;  in  process  of  time,  the  monks  that  came  to  write  stories,  toriw. 
perceiving  Dunstan  to  be  reputed  in  the  church  of  Rome  for  a  holy 
saint,  and  the  said  King  Edward  for  a  holy  martyr,  and  partly  also 
to  bolster  up  their  own  religion  of  monkery  as  much  as  they  could, 
to  the  intent  that  they  might  save  the  credit  both  of  Dunstan  and 
the  king,  and  especially  bearing  favour  to  their  own  religion,  and 
partly  that  the  reputation  of  the  church  of  Rome  should  not  be 
stained  by  opening  the  truth  of  this  matter,  either  they  did  not  see,  or 
would  not  confess  herein  what  they  knew,  but  rather  thought  best  to 
blanch  the  story,  and  colourably  to  hide  the  simple  truth  thereof ; 
making  the  people  falsely  believe  that  Elfleda,  the  mother  of  Edward, 
was  wife  to  King  Edgar,  and  that  Edward  was  lawfully  born,  and  also 
that  Editha  was  born  after  Edward,  and  was  the  child  for  which  the 
king  was  enjoined  penance.    All  which  is  false,  and  contrary  both  to 
the  order  of  time  above  declared,  and  also  to  the  plain  words  of  Mai- 
mesbury,  who,  speaking  of  King  Edgar's  last  concubine,  saith  in  plain 
words,  14  Dilexit  unice  integram  lecto  uni  diferens  fidem,  quoad  legi- 
timam  uxorem  acccpit  Elftliridera,  filiam  Ordgari:™  that  is,  u  He 
had  a  concubine  whom  he  loved  entirely,  keeping  true  faith  to  her 
alone,  until  the  time  he  married  for  his  lawful  wife  Elfrida,  the 
daughter  of  Duke  Ordgar f  whereby  we  have  to  understand,  that 
whatsoever  woman  this  was  of  whom  Malraesbury  speaketh,  certain  it 
is,  that  Edgar  lived  incontinently  till  the  time  he  married  his  lawful 
wife.    Furthermore,  and  to  conclude :  beside  these  arguments  and 
allegations  above-recited,  let  this  also  be  appended,  how  the  said  Duniun 
Dunstan,  with  his  accomplices,  after  the  killing  of  King  Edward, 
leaving  the  right  heir  of  the  crown,  namely,  Ethelred,  went  about  (as 
Capgrave2  in  their  own  legend  confesseth)  to  set  up  Editha,  the  other  crow  ° 
bastard,  to  possess  the  crown ;  but  that  she,  more  wise  than  her  brother  JjiJl 
Edward,  refused  the  same.    Whereby  what  is  to  be  thought  of  the 
doings  of  Dunstan,  and  what  could  be  the  cause  why  he  preferred 
both  Edward  and  Editha  to  the  crown,  rather  than  the  lawful  heir,  I 
leave  to  all  indifferent  readers  thereof  to  judge. 

After  Dunstan  and  his  fellows  liad  thus  set  up  Edward  for  their 
king,  they  were  now  where  they  would  be,  supposing  all  to  be  sure 
on  their  side,  and  that  they  had  established  the  kingdom  of  monkery 
for  ever,  through  the  help  of  the  young  king,  and  the  duke  of  East 

(1)  Guliel.  M«lro*»h.  In  lib.  de  Retfb. 

(2)  CapgTav.  in  Vita  Sanctv 
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Angles,  and  certain  other  nobles  whom  they  had  drawn  to  their  part. 
Howbeit,  this  matter  passed  not  so  well  with  them  as  they  hoped ; 
A  ix  for,  shortly  after  the  coronation  of  this  young  king,  Alferus,  duke  of 
970.    Mercia,  who  followed  much  the  deeds  of  the  queen,  with  other  great 
men,  stoutly  standing  on  the  contrary  side,  drove  out  the  monks  from 
the  cathedral  churches,  whom  King  Edgar  before  had  set  in,  and 
PriMti    restored  the  priests,  as  Ranulphus  saith,  with  their  concubines; 
Iil«helT  hut,  in  the  history  of  the  library  of  Jornalensis,  I  find  it  plainly  ex- 
r*ttor«L  pressed,  with  their  wives.    The  very  words  of  the  author  be  these : — 
"  Alferus,  duke  of  Mercia,  with  other  great  men,  drove  out  the  monks 
from  the  great  monasteries,  whom  King  Edgar  had  there  set  in  before, 
Bishop*  and  restored  again  the  priests  with  their  wives."1    Whereby  it  dotli 
priwuin  evidently  appear  that  priests  in  those  days  were  married,  and  had 
da"?     tne'r  lftwml  wives.  The  like  before  that,  in  King  Ina's  time,  is  plain, 
married,  that  bishops  then  had  wives  and  children,  as  appcareth  by  the  words 
of  the  law  then  set  forth,  and  extant  in  the  history  of  Jornalensis.* 
And  thus  much,  by  the  way,  for  priests'  wives  and  their  children. 

Now  to  our  purpose  again,  which  is  to  declare  how  the  duke  and 
nobles  of  England  expelled  the  monks  out  of  the  monasteries  after 
the  death  of  King  Edgar ;  whereof  let  us  hear  what  the  monkish 

£81"*  8tory  °^  ^e  aubcy  °^  Crowland  recordeth :  — "  The  monks  being 
ia„d c     expelled  out  of  certain  monasteries,  the  clerks  again  were  brought 
pudngin  m»  wft0  distributed  the  manors  or  farms  of  the  said  monasteries  to 
SSuS         ^ukes  ana"  l01"0*8  °f  tl,c  land,  that  they  being  obliged  to  them, 
jjMjy  should  defend  them  against  the  monks.    And  so  were  the  monks 
priwu.    Qf  Evcsnam  thrust  out,  and  the  secular  clerks  placed  therein,  and 
the  lands  of  the  church  given  to  the  lords ;  with  whom  the  queen, 
the  king's  stepmother,  holding  at  the  same  time,  took  part  also  with 
the  said  clerks  against  the  king.    On  the  contrary  side  stood  the 
king  and  the  holy  bishops,  taking  part  with  the  monks.  Howbeit 
the  lords  and  peers  of  the  realm,  staying  upon  the  favour  and  power 
of  the  queen,  triumphed  over  the  monks.""1 
Prifria       Thus,  as  there  was  much  ado  through  all  quarters  of  the  realm 
nott-<i  for  about  the  matter  among  the  lords,  so  arose  no  less  contention 
,dlln  between  the  priests  and  monks  of  England.    The  priests  complaining 
to  the  king  and  Dunstan,  said  for  themselves  that  it  was  uncomely, 
uncharitable,  yea,  and  unnatural,  to  put  out  an  old  known  dweller, 
for  a  new  unknown ;  and  that  God  was  not  pleased,  that  that  should 
be  taken  from  the  ancient  possessor,  which  by  God  was  given  him  ; 
neither  that  it  could  be  of  any  good  man  accepted,  to  suffer  any 
such  injury  to  be  done,  lest  pcradventurc  the  same  thing,  wherein 
he  was  prejudicial  to  another,  might  afterwards  revert  and  redound 
upon  himself  at  last.*    The  monks  on  the  other  side  said  for  their 

(1)  "Alferuj  princep*  Mcreiorum,  arteriqnc  pluret,  eject!*  monachi*  demagnl*  monaatcril*.  quo* 
Rex  Edgaru*  nuper  inatltuerat.  Clerical  cutn  uxoribus  rcduxerunt." — Htitorta  Jornaleuai*,  in  Vita 
Edgart. — Idem. 

(2)  "  Si  qui*  flllotum  alteriu*  oecidat  vet  patrinum,  tit  limile  cognation!,  et  cretcat  emendatio 
secundum  Weram  eju*  regi,  *tcut  cognation!.  Si  de  parentel*  *it  qui  occidit  eum,  tuncexcedat 
emendatio  patrinl,  licut  man  data  Domini.  SI  cpiacopl  filiolu*  tit,  *it  dimidlum  hoc."  &c. — Idem 

(3>  "  Monachi*  de  quibuadam  monaatcrit*  ejecti*.  clericl  *unt  Introductl.  qui  tiatlm  tuonatteri- 
orum  manerla  ducibu*  terrae  dittribucbant,  ut  »ic  in  sum  parte*  obligati,  cot  contra  monarho* 
defenaarent.  Tunc  de  Monatterlo  Eveahamentl,  monachi*  expulait,  clerici  fuerunt  introductl. 
Temrque  tyranni  dc  tcrri*  eccletia?  pneuilati  tunt,  quibu*  regina  novcrcali  nequit 
clerici*  in  re (ri»  opprobrium,  favebat.  Cum  monachi*  autem  rex  et  tancil  epiacopi 
Sed  tyranni,  fulti  regime  favore  ct  potentia,  tuner  monarho*  triumphabant.  Multu*  ' 
in  omnl  angulo  Angll»  factut  e*t."— Ex  Chronico  Ingulphi  Abbati*  de  Crowuuid. 
<«)  OullaL  de  Regib.  lib.  IL 
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part,  that  Christ  allowed  neither  the  old  dweller,  nor  the  new  comer, 


nor  yet  looked  upon  the  person,  but  whoso  would  take  the  cross  m«%t 
of  penance  upon  him,  and  follow  Christ  in  virtuous  living,  should  be  ^ .rj. 
his  disciple.  977.' 

These  and  such  other  were  the  allegations  of  the  monks ;  but  

whether  a  monk's  cowl,  or  a  wifeless  life,  make  a  sufficient  title  to 
enter  into  other  men's  possessions  or  no,  I  refer  it  to  the  judgment  Married 
of  the  £odly.    The  troublous  cares  in  marriage,  the  necessary  pro- 
vision  for  housekeeping,  the  virtuous  bringing  up  of  children,  the  ^Jf*™* 
daily  helping  of  poverty,  and  bearing  of  public  charges,  with  other  tho«?  of 
manifest  perturbations  and  incumbrances  daily  incident  to  the  state  moaU- 
of  matrimony,  might  rather  appear,  to  godly  wise  men,  to  come  nearer 
to  the  right  cross  of  penance,  than  the  easy  and  loitering  idleness 
of  monkery.    In  the  end,  upon  this  controversy,  was  holden  a  council 
of  bishops  and  others  of  the  clergy.    First,  at  Reading,  or  at  Win- 
chester, as  Malmesbury  saith,  where  the  greater  part,  both  of  the 
nobles  and  commons,  judged  the  priests  to  be  greatly  wronged,  and 
sought  by  all  means  possible  to  bring  them  again  to  their  old  pos- 
sessions and  dignities.    Jomalensis  here  maketh  rehearsal  of  an  image  a.d.  m. 
of  the  crucifix,  or  a  rood  standing  upon  the  frater-wall,  where  the 
council  was  holden.    To  this  rood  Dunstan  required  them  all  to  a  vain 
pray,  being  belike  not  ignorant  of  some  spiritual  provision  before-  ot'dSIT- 
nand.    In  the  midst  of  their  prayer  the  rood  (or  else  some  blind  Jjjj* 
monk  behind  it  in  a  trunk)  through  the  wall,  is  reported  to  speak  ■»■* 
these  words,  "  Absit  hoc  ut  fiat ;  absit  hoc  ut  fiat :  judicastis  bene,  jjjg 
mutaretis  non  bene."    In  remembrance  whereof  these  verses  were 

written  under  the  rood's  feet : 

Mm  jug- 

"  Human i j  more  crux  pnesens  tedidit  ore, 
Caelitus  affata,  quae  perapicia  hie  subarata; 
Absit  ut  hoc  fiat,  et  eastern  tunc  memorata." 

Of  this  Dunstanical,  or  rather  Satanical  oracle,  Henry  maketh  no 
mention,  nor  Ranulph,  nor  yet  Hoveden,  nor  Fabian,  in  their  histories. 
Malmesbury,  in  his  book  De  Regibus,  reporteth  it,  but  by  hearsay,  in 
these  words,  saying,  "  Alice  literae  docent,"  &c. ;  wherefore  of  the  less 
credit  it  seemeth  to  be.  Albeit  if  it  were  of  credible  truth,  yet  it 
proveth  in  this  matter  nothing  else  but  Dunstan  to  be  a  sorcerer, 
as  Polydore  Virgil  also  himself  seemeth  to  smell  something  in  this 
matter. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  the  strife  ceased  not ;  insomuch  that  a  < 
a  new  assembly  of  the  clergy  and  others  was  appointed  afterwards 
at  a  place  called  the  Street  of  Calve,  where  the  council  was  kept 
in  an  upper  loft.    In  this  council  many  grievous  complaints  were 
made,  as  Malmesbury  saith,  against  Dunstan ;  but  yet  ne  kept  his 
opinion,  and  would  not  remove  from  that  which  he  had  begun  to 
maintain.    And  while  they  were  in  great  contention  and  argument  A  »u«i«irn 
which  way  should  be  admitted  and  allowed  (if  that  be  true  which  m  people  at 
the  stories  is  written),  suddenly  the  joists  of  the  loft  failed,  and  the  Si! coun" 
people  with  the  nobles  fell  down,  so  that  certain  were  slain,  and  many 
hurt.1    But  Dunstan,  they  say,  only  standing  upon  a  post  of  the 
gallery  which  remained  unbroken,  escaped  without  danger.  Which 

(1)  Ilenriciu,  lit.  ». ;  Malmesb.,  Ranulph,  JornaknaU,  Fabian. 
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Edvard  thing,  whether  it  so  happened  to  portend  the  ruin  of  the  realm  and 
m ar'fr.  of  the  nobles,  as  Henry  Huntingdon  doth  expound  it,  which  after 
"yQx"  ensued  by  the  Danes,  or  whether  it  was  so  wrought  by  Dunstans 
978.   sorcery,  as  was  not  impossible,  or  whether  it  were  a  thing  but 

 feigned  of  the  monkish  writers,  and  not  true ;  all  this  I  leave 

to  the  readers  to  think  therein  what  they  like.  The  stories  say 
further,  that  upon  this,  the  matter  ceased,  and  Dunstan  had  all  his 
will. 

These  things  thus  done  at  Calve,  it  happened  not  long  after,  that 
King  Edward,  whom  writers  describe  to  be  a  virtuous  and  a 
meek  prince,  very  pitiful  and  beneficial  to  the  poor,  about  the  fourth 
year  of  his  reign  came  upon  a  time  from  hunting  in  the  forest  alone, 
without  a  company  of  his  servants,  to  the  place  in  the  west  country, 
where  Queen  Elfrida  his  mother,  with  her  son  Egclrcd,  did  live. 
The  hor-  When  she  was  warned  of  his  coming  by  her  men,  anon  she  callcth 
wicked-  a  servant  of  hers,  who  was  of  her  special  trust,  opening  to  him  all  her 
queen-f  *  conceived  counsel,  and  showing  him  all  points,  how,  and  what  to  do, 
mother.  for  tne  accomplishing  of  her  wicked  purpose.    Which  thing  done, 
she  made  towards  the  king,  and  received  him  with  all  courtesy, 
desiring  him  to  tarry  that  night ;  but  he,  in  like  courtesy,  excused 
himself,  and  for  speed  desired  to  see  his  brother,  and  to  take  some 
drink  upon  his  horse  sitting,  which  was  shortly  brought.  While 
the  cup  was  at  his  mouth,  the  servant  of  the  queen,  being  instigated, 
kiiir  Ed-  struck  him  in  the  body  with  a  long  two-edged  dagger ;  after  which 
terowf?  stroke,  the  king  took  the  horse  with  the  spurs,  and  ran  toward  the 
dcr^d.     wav  wnere  ne  expected  to  meet  with  his  company ;  but  he  bled  so 
a  d.  97a.  sore,  that  with  faintness  he  fell  from  his  horse,  one  foot  remaining 
in  the  stirrup,  by  reason  whereof  he  was  drawn  by  his  horse  over 
fields  and  lands,  till  he  came  to  a  place  named  Corfegatc,  where  he 
was  found  dead ;  and  because  neither  the  manner  of  his  death,  nor 


B 
bi 
not 


art  yet  he  himself,  to  be  the  king,  was  known,  he  was  buried  unhonoumbly 
at  the  town  of  Warcham,  where  the  body  remained  the  space  of  three 
bc'kTnV;0  vcare  i  a^er  which  it  was  taken  up  by  Duke  Alferus  beforcmentioned, 
MdaT*   anc^        PomP  an^  honour  accordingly,  was  removed  to  the  minster 


of  Shaftesbury,  and  there  bestowed  in  the  placo  called  Edwardstow. 
bury-        Many  tales  run,  more  perchance  than  be  true,  concerning  the 
finding  and  taking  up  of  his  body,  which  our  most  common  histories 
ascribe  to  miracles  and  great  wonders  wrought  about  the  place  where 
the  king  was  buried.  As  first,  how  a  poor  woman,  born  blind,  received 
her  sight  by  the  means  of  St.  Edward,  there  where  he  did  lie.  Also, 
how  a  pillar  of  fire  from  heaven  descended  over  the  place  of  his 
burial.  Then,  how  the  aforesaid  Queen  Elfrida,  taking  her  horse  to 
go  to  the  place,  was  stopped  by  the  way,  so  that  neither  her  horse 
could  be  driven  by  any  means,  nor  she  herself  on  foot  was  able  to 
approach  near  to  the  place  where  the  corpse  of  St.  Edward  was. 
Two™  -  Furthermore,  how  the  said  queen,  in  repentance  of  her  deed,  afterward 
fwnrted  builded  two  nunneries,  one  at  Amcsbury  by  Salisbury,  the  other  at 
im^er.  Wcrcwell,  where  she  kept  herself  in  continual  repentance  all  the 
days  of  her  life.    And  thus,  as  ye  have  heard,  was  this  virtuous 
young  King  Edward  murdered,  when  he  had  reigned  almost  four 
years,  leaving  no  issue  behind  him,  whereby  the  rule  of  the  land  fell 
to  Egclrcd,  his  brother. 
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Here  by  the  way  is  to  bo  noted,  upon  the  name  of  this  Edward,  £^y- 
that  there  -were  three  Edwards  before  the  conquest.    The  first  was 
King  Edward  the  Elder;  the  second,  King  Edward  the  Martyr,  vAwmii 
who  was  this  king ;  the  third  was  King  Edward,  called  the  Confessor,  JjJjJJJ0 
of  whom  hereafter  shall  follow,  Christ  willing,  to  be  declared. 

In  the  order  and  course  of  the  Roman  bishops,  mention  was  made  £gjj*y 
last  of  Agapetus  II.,  after  whom  next  succeeded  Pope  John  XIII.,  the  Ro- 
of whom  Dunstan,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  received  his  pall,  as  in  biihtp». 
the  story  of  King  Edward  is  before-minded.    This  pope  is  noted  to  or  p°i** 
be  very  wicked  and  infamous,  replete,  from  his  first  bringing  up,  with 
abominable  vices;  an  adulterer,  incestuous,  libidinous,  a  gamester, 
an  extortioner,  perjured,  a  fighter,  a  murderer,  cruel  and  tyrannous.  A  D- 95s- 
Of  his  cardinals,  he  put  out  the  eyes  of  some,  from  some  he  cut  off 
the  tongues,  from  some  the  fingers,  from  some  the  noses.    In  a 
general  council,  before  the  Emperor  Otho,  the  first  of  that  name 
(who  was  the  first  emperor  of  the  Germans),  after  the  empire  was 
translated  out  of  France  to  Germany  by  Pope  Agapetus,  as  is  before 
related,  these  objections  were  articulate  against  him:1 — "That  lie 
never  said  his  service ;  that  in  saying  his  mass  he  did  not  communi- 
cate ;  that  he  ordained  deacons  in  a  stable ;  that  he  twice  committed 
incest ;  that  playing  at  dice  he  called  for  the  devil  to  help ;  that  for 
money  he  made  boys  bishops;  that  he  turned  the  palace  of  the 
Lateran  to  the  vilest  of  uses ;  that  he  put  out  the  eyes  of  Bishop  j. 
Benedict;  that  he  caused  houses  to  be  set  on  fire;  that  he  brake 
open  houses ;  that  he  drank  to  the  devil ;  that  he  never  crossed 
himself."    For  these  causes,  and  worthily,  he  was  deposed  by  the  a.o.  964. 
consent  of  the  emperor  with  the  prelates,  and  Pope  Leo  substituted  John 
in  his  place;  but  after  his  departure,  through  the  harlots  of  Rome,  J^,  de* 
and  their  great  promises,  the  said  Pope  John  was  restored  again,  •nJJd*jtcr 
and  Leo,  who  had  been  set  up  by  the  emperor,  was  deposed.    At  twiorad. 
length,  about  the  tenth  year  of  the  popedom  of  this  John,  he  being 
found  without  the  city  in  company  with  another  man's  wife,  was  so 
wounded  by  her  husband,  that  within  eight  days  he  died. 

After  him,  the  Romans  elected  Pope  Benedict  V.,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Emperor  Otho ;  whereupon,  the  emperor  being  not 
a  little  displeased  for  the  displacing  of  Leo,  whom  he  had  before 
promoted,  and  also  for  the  choosing  of  Benedict,  came  with  his  army  a.d.  mo. 
and  laid  siege  to  Rome,  and  so  set  up  Pope  Leo  again,  being  the 
eighth  of  that  name,  who,  to  gratify  his  benefactor  in  return, 
crowned  Otho  as  emperor,  and  entitled  him  to  be  called  Augustus. 
Also  the  power  which  Charlemagne  had  given  before  to  the  clergy  The  eicc- 
and  people  of  Rome,  this  Leo,  by  a  synodal  decree,  granted  to  the  ii°nb°.hop 
emperor  and  his  successors ;  that  is,  touching  the  election  of  the  ^moe 
bishop  of  Rome.    The  emperor  again  restored  to  the  sec  of  Rome  the  em- 
ail the  donations  and  possessions  which  either  Constantino  (as  they  p<rror 
falsely  pretend),  or  which  Charlemagne  took  from  the  Lombards, 
and  gave  to  them. 

After  Pope  Leo  had  reigned  a  year  and  three  months,  sue-  rope 
eeeded  Pope  John  XIV.,  against  whom,  for  holding  with  the  emperor,  x°iv. 
Petrus  the  head  captain  of  the  city,  with  two  consuls,  twelve  aldermen, 

(1)  Luithpriadu..  lib.  ri 
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and  divers  other  nobles,  gathering  their  power  together,  laid  hands 
ifalrt.  upon  him  in  the  church  of  Latcran,  and  clapped  the  pope  in  prison 

 eleven  months.    The  emperor  hearing  this,  with  all  speed  returned 

with  his  army  again  to  Rome ;  who,  after  execution  done  upon  the 
authors  and  chief  doers  of  that  deed,  among  other  things  committed 
the  aforesaid  Petrus  to  the  pope's  arbitrament,  whom  he  caused  first 
The  cruel  to  be  stripped  naked ;  then,  his  beard  being  shaven,  to  be  hanged  by 
cMhT  tne  ftlur  a  wn°le  day  together ;  after  that  to  be  set  upon  an  ass  with 
pope      his  face  turned  backward,  and  his  hands  bound  under  the  ass's  tail, 
and  so  to  be  led  through  the  city,  that  all  men  might  sec  him ;  that 
done,  to  be  scourged  with  rods,  and  so  banished  tne  city.    Thus  ye 
christen-  see  how  the  holy  father  followeth  the  injunction  of  the  gospel, 
teube-  "  Diligite  inimicos  vestros,"  "  Love  your  enemies.""    [Luke  vi.  85.] 
gun.      From  this  pope  proceeded  first  the  christening  of  bells,  a.d.  971. 
Pope         After  Leo,  followed  Pope  Benedict  VI.,  who  in  like  manner 
vintuin  was  apprehended  by  Cinthius,  a  captain  of  Rome,  and  cast  into 
a. aw".'  prison,  where  he  was  strangled,  or,  as  some  say,  famished  to 
death. 

Two         Then  came  Pope  Donus  II.;  after  whom  Boniface  VII.  was  pope, 
gather!0*  WD0  likewise  seeing  the  citizens  of  Rome  to  conspire  against  him, 
was  constrained  to  hide  himself,  and  seeing  no  place  there  for  him  to 
tarry,  took  the  treasure  of  St.  Peter  s  church,  and  so  privily  stole 
away  to  Constantinople,  in  whose  stead  the  Romans  set  up  Po]>c 
John  XV.    Not  long  after,  Boniface  returning  from  Constantinople, 
by  means  of  his  money  and  treasure,  procured  a  garrison  or  company 
pojms      to  take  his  part,  by  which  force  Pope  John  was  taken,  and  his  eyes 
iut".     being  put  out,  he  was  thrown  into  prison,  where  he  was,  as  some  say, 
a  d.  976.  famished ;  others  say  he  was  slain  by  Ferrucius ;  neither  did  Boniface 
gjjjj     reign  many  days  after,  but  suddenly  died,  a.d.  976,  whose  carcass, 
drawn    after  his  death,  was  drawn  by  the  feet  through  the  streets  of  Rome 
through  aftcr  a  most  despightful  manner,  the  people  shrieking  and  exclaiming 

Rome  °'  a8a,n8t  mm- 

The  next  pope  was  Benedict  VII.,  by  the  consent  of  the  Emperor 
Otho  II.,  and  who  reigned  nine  years.    In  the  time  of  this  pope, 
Hugh  Capet,  the  French  king,  took  Charles,  the  right  heir  to  the 
crown,  by  the  treason  of  the  bishop  of  Laon ;  and  when  he  had 
imprisoned  him,  he  also  committed  to  prison  Arnold,  archbishop  of 
Gilbert,   Rhcims,  and  placed  in  his  room  Gilbert,  a  monk  of  Floriack,  a 
m»£eT,  necromancer,  who  was  schoolmaster  to  Duke  Robert,  the  king's  son. 
made     But  this  Pope  Benedict,  calling  a  council  at  Rheims,  restored  the 
buhop.    said  Arnold,  and  displaced  Gilbert,  who  after,  by  the  help  of  Otho, 
was  made  archbishop  of  Ravenna,  and  at  length  was  pope,  as  in 
process  hereafter  (Christ  granting)  shall  be  declared. 

After  Benedict,  succeeded  in  the  see  of  Rome  Pope  John  XVI., 
who  died  the  eighth  month  of  his  papacy;  next  to  whom  came 
a a»95.  John  XVII.,  and  after  him  Gregory  v.,  a.d.  995.  This  Gregory, 
called  before  Bruno,  was  a  German  born,  and  therefore  the  more 
maliced  of  the  clergy  and  people  of  Rome.  Whereupon  Crescentius, 
with  the  people  and  clergy,  conventing  against  him,  set  up  John 
XVIII.,  on  which  Gregory  sped  himself  with  all  convenient  haste  to 
the  Emperor  Otho  III.  in  Germany,  who,  hearing  the  complaint  of 
Gregory,  and  understanding  his  wrongs,  set  forward  with  his  army 
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we\Wppointed  to  Italy,  and  getting  possession  of  the  city,  there  took  E#'r«i. 
both  Crescentius  the  consul,  and  Jonn  the  pope ;  which  John  first  a.D. 
having  his  eyes  put  out,  was  afterwards  deprived  of  his  life.    Cre-  978. 
scentius,  the  consul,  was  set  upon  a  vile  horse,  having  his  nose  and 
ears  cut  off,  and  so  was  led  through  the  city  with  his  face  turned  l?hn  had 
to  the  horse  s  tail,  and,  then,  having  his  members  cut  off,  he  was  put  out. 
hanged  upon  a  gibbet.  JUt  to** 

Pope  Gregory,  thus  being  restored  to  his  former  state,  reigned  dewh" 
four  years  in  his  papacy  (although  Marianus  Scotus,  and  Martinus, 
say,  that  he  sat  but  two  years),  during  which  time  he  assembled  sewn 
a  council  in  Rome,  where  he,  to  establish  the  empire  in  his  own  of'tbc" 
country,  by  the  consent  and  counsel  of  Otho,  ordained  seven  princes  oSSilTcd 
of  Germany  to  be  electors  of  the  emperor,  which  order  yet  to  this  in  °er- 
day  remaineth.1    What  be  the  names  of  these  seven  electors,  and  m*nj' 
what  their  office,  thus  I  find  in  the  verses  expressed  below.a 

These  were  the  seven :  three  bishops,  three  princes,  to  wit,  the 
Palatine,  the  duke  of  Saxony,  and  the  Marquis  Brandenburgh  ;  to 
whom  was  added  also  the  king  of  Bohemia,  to  give  the  odd  voice,  if 
the  even  voices  could  not  agree.  This  constitution  being  first  begun 
a.  d.  997,  was  afterward  established  in  Germany  by  Otho  the  emperor, 
a.  d.  1002 ;  and  thus  much  by  the  way,  or  rather  digression,  concern- 
ing the  rages  and  tumults  of  the  Romish  church.  Now  to  our  matter 
again. 


EGELRED,  or  ETHELRED  II. 


SIRNAMED  the  unready.* 


King  Edward  thus  being  murdered,  as  is  aforesaid,  the  crown  fell  A.D. 
next  to  Egelred,  his  younger  brother,  and  son  to  King  Edgar  by  the  978. 
aforesaid  queen  Alfrith,  as  we  have  declared.  This  Egelred  had  a  long 
reign  given  by  God,  which  endured  thirty  and  eight  years,  but  was 
very  unfortunate  and  full  of  great  miseries ;  and  ne  himself,  by  the 
histories,  seemeth  to  have  been  a  prince  not  of  the  greatest  courage  to 
govern  a  commonwealth.  Our  English  historians  writing  of  him, 
report  of  his  reign,  that  it  was  ungracious  in  the  beginning,  wretched 
in  the  middle,  and  hateful  in  the  latter  end.  Of  this  Egelred  we  read, 
that  when  Dunstan  the  archbishop  should  christen  him,  as  he  did  hold 
him  over  the  font,  something  there  happened  that  pleased  not  Dunstan, 
whereupon  he  sware,  "  By  the  mother  of  Christ,  he  will  be  a  prince 
untoward  and  cowardly."4  I  find  in  William  of  Malmesbury,5  that  this 
Egelred  being  of  the  age  of  ten  years,  when  he  heard  that  his  brother 
Edward  was  slain,  made  such  sorrow  and  weeping  for  him,  that  his 
mother  falling  therewith  in  a  rage,  took  wax  candles,  having  nothing  else 
at  hand,  wherewith  shescourged  him  so  6orcly  (well  nigh  till  heswooned), 

(I)  Ex  Chronico  Martini.     (2)  MaruntinentU,  Trerereniii,  Colonlentli ; 

Quilibet  imperii  fit  cancellariua  horum. 
Ft  Palatum*  dapifex,  dux  portitor  eiul*, 
Marchio  pni-potitu*  camera,  pincema  Bohemu*.— Ib. 
(1)  Edition  1563,  p  1°-    Ed.  1583,  p.  168.    Ed.  1596,  p.  H4.    Ed.  1684,  rol.  i.  p.  I79.-Ei 
W  "  Pm  aauctatn  M*ri*n>.  Ute  ifnaru*  homo  erit."—  Chron.  de  Crow  land.    (5)  Lib.  11.  de  Retib. 
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Sfffiredi  that  afterwards  he  could  never  abide  any  wax  candles  to  bum  before 
A.  d.  him.    After  this,  about  a.d.  981,  the  day  of  his  coronation  had  been 
981.   appointed  by  the  queen-mother  and  the  nobles,  Dunstan  arch- 
The  cor»-  bishop  of  Canterbury  (who  first  refused  so  to  do),  and  Oswald  arch- 
*  bishop  of  York,  were  enforced  to  crown  the  king,  which  they  did  at 
Kingston.    In  doing  whereof,  the  report  of  stories  goeth  that  Dunstan 
The  pro-  said  thus,  prophesying  unto  the  king, — "  That  forasmuch  as  he  came 
Biffin,  to  tnc  kingdom  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  and  through  the  conspiracy 
Mmonk-  0f  tne  wicked  conspirators,  and  other  Englishmen,  they  should  not  be 
itoriei    without  blood-sheading  and  sword,  till  there  came  a  people  of  an 
g,vc  u"   unknown  tongue,  which  should  bring  them  into  thraldom  ;  neither 
should  that  trespass  be  cleansed,  without  long  vengeance.,,, 

Not  long  after  the  coronation  of  this  king,  a  cloud  was  seen  through- 
out the  land,  which  appeared  the  one  half  like  blood,  and  the  other  half 
like  fire,  and  changed  afterwards  into  sundry  colours,  and  vanished  at 
The      last  in  the  morning.    Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  this  cloud,  in  the 
SS'to*" tuuxl  vear  °f  h*8  KW->  tne  Danes  arriving  in  sundry  places  of  the 
England.  \and,  first  spoiled  Southampton,  either  slaying  the  inhabitants,  or  lead- 
ing them  away  captive.  From  thence  they  went  to  the  Isle  of  Thanct; 
then  they  invaded  Chester,  from  whence  they  proceeded  to  Cornwall 
and  Devonshire,  and  so  to  Sussex,  where  in  those  coasts  they  did  much 
harm,  and  then  withdrew  to  their  ships.    Roger  Hovcdcn  writing 
hereof,2  saith  that  London  at  the  same  time,  or,  as  Fabian  saith,  a 
i^ndon  great  part  of  London,  was  consumed  with  fire.    About  this  time 
iTwl't™  happened  a  variance  between  the  aforesaid  Egelrcd  and  the  bishop 
kink  w«  °f  Rochester,  insomuch  that  he  made  war  against  him,  and  besieged 
35 uSha       c'ty '  an<^  notwitnstan(ttng  Dunstan  required  the  king,  sending  him 
onto*- 09  admonishment,  to  give  over  for  the  sake  of  St.  Andrew,  yet  continued 
Chester.   ne  fljg  8jegC)      t,he  bishop  offered  him  an  hundred  pounds  of  gold, 
a.d.  990.  which  he  received,  and  so  departed.    The  Danes,  seeing  the  discord 
that  then  was  in  the  realm,  and  especially  the  hatred  of  the  subjects 
against  the  king,  rose  again,  and  aid  great  harm  in  divers  places  o* 
England ;  insomuch  that  the  king  was  glad  to  grant  them  great  sums 
of  money,  for  peace  to  be  had.  For  the  assurance  of  this  peace,  Ana- 
lafie,  captain  of  the  Danes,  became  a  christian  man,  and  so  returned 
home  to  his  country,  and  did  no  more  harm.    Besides  these  miseries 
before-recited,  a  sore  sickness  of  the  bloody-flux  and  hot  fevers  fell 
among  the  people,  whereof  many  died,  with  a  like  murrain,  also,  among 
the  beasts.    Moreover,  for  lack  of  justice,  many  thieves,  rioters,  and 
bribers,  were  in  the  land,  with  much  misery  and  mischief. 
Death  of     About  the  eleventh  year  (some  say  the  ninth)  of  this  king's  reign 
died  Dunstan  ;  after  whom  succeeded  Ethclgar,  or,  as  Jornalcnsis 
writeth,  Stilgar.  After  him  Elfric,  as  affirmcth  Malmesbury  ;"  but  as 
Polydorc  saith,  Sine.    After  him  Elfric  came,  but  Siric  according 
to  Malmesbury,  while  Polydore  saith,  Aluric  ;  then  Elphegc. 
About  the  same  time,  a.d.  995,  Aldunus,  a  bishop,  translated  the 


(1)  In  the  Chronicle*  of  CrowUnd  I  And  these  word*  — "  Quo  mam  McendUU  ad  thronum  tuum, 
per  mortem  fratria  tut,  quern  orcldit  mater  tua,  propterea  audi  verbum  Domini :  hoc  dlcit  Domlnus, 
oon  denciet  giadiua  de  domo  tua,  sarvlens  in  te  omnibus  diebus  vita-  tu«c,  ct  interflciena  de  aemine 
tua,  ct  de  gente  tua,  usque  dum  regnum  tuum  transferatur  in  rrgnum  alicnum  :  cujus  ritum  et 
llnguam  gens  tua  non  no* it,  nec  explabitur  nisi  tonga  v  Indict  a,  et  multa  sanguinis  effusion*  poo- 
catum  matris  tuse,  et  peccatum  rirorum  pesslmorum,  qui  contemn- runt  ronsilio  ejus  iwquam,  ut 
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body  of  St.  Cuthbert,  which  first  had  been  in  a  northern  island,  and  tywrrd. 
then  at  Rochester,  from  Chester  to  Durham,  or  Dunclinc ;  where-  a.  D. 
upon  the  bishop^s  see  of  Durham  first  began.1  991. 

Not  long  after  the  death  of  Dunstan,  the  Danes  again  entered  ThTi 
England,  in  many  and  sundry  places  of  the  land,  in  such  sort,  that  ?r 


Dur- 


ham 


the  king  bad  to  seek  to  which  coast  he  should  go  first,  to  withstand  his 
enemies  ;  and,  in  conclusion,  for  the  avoiding  of  more  harm,  he  was 
compelled  to  appease  them  with  great  sums  of  money.    But  when  that 
money  was  spent,  they  fell  anew  to  robbing  of  the  people,  and  to 
assailing  the  land  in  divers  places,  not  only  about  the  country  of 
Northumberland,  but  they  at  last  besieged  the  city  of  London.  Being 
repulsed,  however,  by  the  manhood  of  the  Londoners,  they  strayed  to  London 
other  countries  adjoining,  as  to  Essex,  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Hampshire,  5j."tSST- 
burning  and  killing  wheresoever  they  went,  so  that  for  lack  of  a  good  D«n«. 
head  or  governor,  many  things  in  the  land  perished;  for  the  king 
gave  himself  up  to  gross  vices,  and  also  to  the  polling  of  his  subjects, 
and  disinheriting  men  of  their  possessions,  caused  them  to  redeem  the 
same  again  with  great  sums  of  money  ;  for  he  paid  great  tribute  to  Great  tri- 
the  Danes  yearly,  which  was  called  Danegilt,  which  tribute  so  increased,  IjSfoaM- 
that  from  the  first  tribute  of  10,000/.,  it  was  brought  at  last,  in  m] 
five  or  six  years,  to  40,000/.,  which  yearly,  till  the  coming  of  St. 
Edward,  and  after,  was  levied  of  the  subjects  of  this  land. 

To  this  sorrow,  moreover,  were  joined  hunger  and  penury  among 
the  commons,  insomuch  that  every  one  of  them  was  constrained  to 
pluck  and  steal  from  others,  so  that,  what  through  the  pillage  of  the 
Danes,  and  what  by  inward  thieves  and  bribers,  this  land  was  brought 
into  great  affliction.    Albeit  the  greatest  cause  of  this  affliction,  as 
to  me  appeareth,  is  not  so  much  to  be  imputed  to  the  king,  as  to  the  The 
distention  among  the  lords  themselves,  who  then  did  not  agree  one  SueSSn 
with  another ;  but  when  they  assembled  in  consultation  together,  jjfgw  •»*• 
either  they  drew  divers  ways,  or  if  any  tiling  was  agreed,  upon  any 
matter  of  peace  between  the  parties,  it  was  soon  broken ;  or  else,  if  any 
good  thing  were  devised  for  the  prejudice  of  the  enemy,  anon  the 
Danes  were  warned  thereof  .by  some  of  the  same  counsel.    Of  these  the  no- 
the  chief  doers  were  Edrikc,  duke  of  Mercia,  and  Alfrike,  the  admiral  b 
or  captain  of  the  ships,  who  betrayed  the  kings  navy  to  the  Danes  ; 
wherefore  the  king  apprehended  Alfagar,  son  of  the  said  Alfrike,  and 
put  out  his  eyes,  as  did  he  afterwards  to  the  two  sons  of  duke  Edrike. 

The  Danes  thus  prevailing  more  and  more  over  the  English,  grew  Tf^jPride 
to  such  pride  and  presumption,  that  when  they,  by  strength,  caused 
the  husbandmen  to  ear  and  sow  the  land,  and  to  do  all  other  vile  labour  p^ftjf* 
belonging  to  the  house,  they  would  sit  at  home  holding  the  wife  at 
their  pleasure,  with  daughter  and  servant :  and  when  the  husbandman 
came  liomc,  he  could  scarcely  have  of  his  own,  as  his  servants  had ;  so 
that  the  Dane  had  all  at  his  will  and  fill,  faring  of  the  best,  when  the 
owner  scarcely  had  his  fill  of  the  worst.  Thus  the  common  people 
being  of  them  oppressed,  were  in  such  fear  and  dread,  that  not  only 
they  were  constrained  to  suffer  them  in  their  doings,  but  also  glad  to 
please  them,  and  called  every  one  of  them  in  the  house  where  they 
nad  rule,  Lord- Dane,  which  word,  afterwards,  in  process  of  time,  when  Lord 

(1)  On  the  *7th  May.  1827,  the  tomb  of  St.  Cuthbert,  In  Durham  Cathedral.  *«•  opened,  and 
the  eoffin  and  skeleton  found  within.  See  Account  of  St.  CuUibert,  p.  180.  By  ' 
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Kgeirrd.  the  Danes  were  got  rid  of,  was,  for  despight  of  the  Danes,  turned  by 
A.  D.  the  Englishmen  to  a  name  of  opprobrium,  so  that  when  one  En- 
looo.  glishman  would  rebuke  another,  he  would  for  the  more  part  call 
the  first  mm  "  Lurdane."" 

between      ^n{*  tnus  hitherto,  through  the  assistance  of  Christ,  we  have  brought 
ujaNof^  this  history  down  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1000.1    During  the  continu- 
A  ance  of  these  great  miseries  upon  this  English  nation,  the  land  was 
brought  into  great  ruin  by  the  grievous  tributes  of  the  Danes,  and  also 
by  sustaining  manifold  villanics  and  injuries,  as  well  as  other  oppres- 
sions within  the  realm.    In  this  year  Egelred,  through  the  counsel  of 
certain  his  familiars  about  him,  in  the  one  and  twentieth  year  of  his 
reign,  began  a  matter,  which  was  the  occasion,  either  given  by  the  one, 
King     or  taken  by  the  other,  of  a  new  plague  to  ensue  upon  the  Saxons,  who 
uilrti^d  had  formerly  driven  out  the  Britons ;  which  was,  by  joining  with  the 
Sughter  Normans  in  marriage.    For  the  king,  this  year,  for  the  more  strength, 
•rite ,er  as  he  thought,  both  of  him  and  the  realm,  married  Emma,  the  daughter 
Norma  a  -  of  Richard,  duke  of  Normandy,  which  Richard  was  the  third  duke 
of  the  Normans,  and  the  first  of  that  name.    By  reason  of  this 
The      marriage,  King  Egelred  was  not  a  little  elated ;  and,  by  presumption 
Hi.irfin   thereof,  sent  secret  and  strict  commissions  to  the  rulers  of  every  town 
tJwnof  m  ^nglanu\  that  upon  St.  Brice's  day,  at  an  hour  appointed,  the  Danes 
EnKi»nd.  should  be  suddenly  slain;  and  so  it  was  performed,  which  turned  after 
a°d.'ioo2.  to  more  trouble. 

As  soon  as  tidings  came  into  Denmark  of  the  murder  of  those  Danes, 
Swanus,  king  of  Denmark,  with  a  great  host  and  navy,  landed  in 
Cornwall ;  where,  by  treason  of  a  Norman,  named  Hugh,  who,  by 
favour  of  Queen  Emma,  was  made  earl  of  Devonshire,  the  said  Swanus 
took  Exeter,  and  beat  down  the  walls.  From  thence  proceeding 
further  into  the  land,  they  came  to  Wilton  and  Sherborne,  where 
they  cruelly  spoiled  the  country,  and  slew  the  people.  But,  anon, 
Swanus  hearing  that  the  king  was  coming  to  him  with  the  power  of  his 
land,  took  his  ships  and  fetched  his  course  about  to  Norfolk ;  where, 
after  much  wasting  of  that  country,  and  spoiling  the  city  of  Norwich, 
and  burning  the  town  of  Thetfora,  and  destroying  the  country  there- 
about, at  length  duke  .Uskatel  met  him  and  beat  him,  and  slew  many 
of  the  Danes.  Wherefore  Swanus  for  that  year  returned  to  Denmark, 
and  there  made  great  provision  to  re-enter  the  land  again  the  next 
year  following ;  and  so  ne  did,  landing  at  Sandwich  about  the  five  and 
a.d.1003.  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Egelred,  and  spoiled  that  country. 
And  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  any  host  of  Englishmen  coming  toward 
him,  he  took  shipping  again,  so  that  when  the  king's  army  sought  to 
meet  him  on  one  coast,  he  would  suddenly  land  on  another,  and  when 
the  king  provided  to  meet  with  him  upon  the  sea,  cither  they  would 
feign  to  flee,  or  else  they  would  with  gifts  blind  the  admiral  of  the  king's 
navy.  And  thus  wearied  they  the  Englishmen,  and  in  conclusion 
the  DAnrs  brought  them  into  extreme  and  unspeakable  misery,  insomuch  that  the 
ono.ooo/.  j.mg  wag  fajn  to  majiC  peace  -with  them,  and  to  give  to  King  Swanus 

80,000/.,  after  which  peace  thus  made  Swanus  returned  again  to 
Denmark. 

****  <*  This  peace  continued  not  long,  for  the  year  next  following,  King 
duk/of  Egelred  made  Edric,  above  mentioned,  duke  of  Mercia,  who  was  subtle 

(1)  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  lib.  rt. 
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of  wit,  glosing  and  eloquent  of  speech,  untrusty,  and  false  to  the  king  e^itm. 
and  the  realm  ;  and  soon  after  this,  one  Turkii,  a  prince  of  the  Danes,  a.  1)7 
landing  in  Kent  with  much  people,  did  such  harm  there  that  the  loW 
Kentishmen  were  fain  to  make  peace  with  great  gifts,  on  which  they  ThT^ 
departed.  But  this  persecution  from  the  Danes,  in  one  country  or  other  ^™ 
in  England,  never  ceased,  nor  did  the  king  ever  give  them  any  notable  Evil 
battle  ;  for  when  he  was  disposed  to  give  them  battle,  this  Edric  would  J^""1 
always  counsel  him  to  the  contrary,  so  that  the  Danes  ever  spoiled  and  kinR. 
robbed,  and  waxed  rich,  and  the  Englishmen  ever  poor  and  bare.      it  do'th."* 

After  this,  Swanus  being  in  Denmark,  and  hearing  of  the  increase  The  n 
of  his  people  in  England,  brake  his  covenants  before  made,  and  with  swTnu* 
a  great  army  and  navy,  in  most  defensible  manner  appointed,  landing  jj^1*8* 
in  Northumberland,  proclaimed  himself  to  be  king  of  this  land; 
where,  when  after  much  vexation  he  had  subdued  the  people,  and 
caused  the  earl  with  the  rulers  of  the  country  to  swear  to  him  fealty, 
he  passed  over  the  river  Trent  to  Gainsborough  and  to  Northwatling- 
strcet,  and,  subduing  the  people  there,  forced  them  to  give  him  host- 
age*; these  he  committed  with  his  navy  unto  Canute,  his  son,  to 
keep,  while  he  went  further  inland,  and  so,  with  a  great  host,  came  to 
Mercia,  killing  and  slaying.    He  then  took  by  strength  Winchester 
and  Oxford,  and  did  there  what  he  liked.    This  done,  he  came  toward 
London,  and  hearing  the  king  was  there,  passed  by  the  river  Thames, 
and  came  into  Kent,  and  there  besieged  Canterbury,  where  he  was  c»nt«r- 
resisted,  the  space  of  twenty  days.  At  length,  by  the  treason  of  a  ing^t* 
deacon,  called  Almaric,  whom  the  bishop  had  preserved  from  death  J,^;^ 
before,  he  won  it,  took  the  goods  of  the  people,  fired  the  city,  and  burn< 
tithed  the  monks  of  St.  Augustine's  abbey ;  that  is  to  say,  they  slew  A  cruel 
nine  by  cruel  torment,  and  the  tenth  they  kept  alive  as  for  their  slave.  {J'S* 
They  slew  there  of  religious  men  to  the  number  of  900  persons ;  of 
other  men,  with  women  and  children,  they  slew  above  8,000.  And, 
finally,  when  they  had  kept  the  bishop  Elphege  in  strait  prison  the 
space  of  seven  months,  because  he  would  not  condescend  to  give  them 
3,000/.,  after  many  villanies  done  unto  him,  they  brought  him  to 
Greenwich,  and  there  stoned  him  to  death. 

King  Egelred,  in  the  mean  time,  fearing  the  end  of  this  persecu- 
tion, sent  his  wife  Emma,  with  his  two  sons,  Alfred  and  Edward,  to 
the  duke  of  Normandy,  with  whom  also  he  sent  the  bishop  of  London. 
The  Danes  proceeded  still  in  their  fury  and  rage,  and  when  they  had 
won  a  great  part  of  West  Saxony,  they  returned  again  to  London, 
whereof  the  Londoners  hearing,  sent  unto  them  certain  great  gifts 
and  pledges.  At  last  the  king,  about  the  five  and  thirtieth  year  of  his  A.n.ion. 
reign,  was  chased  unto  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and,  with  a  secret  company,  j&Jj*, 
spent  there  a  great  part  of  the  winter ;  and  finally,  without  cattle  or  °f 
comfort,  sailed  into  Normandy,  to  his  wife.    Swanus  being  informed  from  ' 
thereof)  inflamed  with  pride,  levied  exceeding  impositions  upon  the 
people,  and,  among  others,  required  a  great  sum  of  money  of  St.  m**«iy- 
Edmunds  lands,  which  the  people  there,   claiming  to  be  free 
from  king's  tributes,  refused  to  pay.    For  this,  Swanus  entered  the 
territory  of  St.  Edmund,  and  wasted  and  spoiled  the  country,  despis- 
ing the  holv  martyr,  and  menacing  also  the  place  of  his  sepulture. 
Wherefore  the  men  of  that  country,  fearing  his  tyranny,  fell  to  prayer  chruuan 
and  fasting,  so  that  shortly  after  Swanus  died  suddenly,  crying  and 
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Ttgtired.  yelling  among  his  knights.    Some  say  that  he  was  stricken  with 
a, IX  the  sword  of  St.  Edmund,  whereof  he  died  the  third  day  after;  in 
1014.  fear  whereof  Canute,  his  son,  who  ruled  as  king  after  his  father, 
Death  of  granted  them  the  freedom  of  all  their  liberties,  and,  moreover,  ditched 
the  land  of  the  said  martyr  with  a  deep  ditch,  and  granted  to  the  inha- 
bitants thereof  great  freedoms,  quitting  them  from  all  tax  or  tribute. 
of  He  afterwards  builded  a  church  over  the  place  of  his  sepulture,  and 
t>t.  ta    ordained  there  a  house  of  monks,  and  endowed  them  with  rich  posses- 
hw?*~  sions.    And  after  that  time  it  was  the  usage  of  the  kings  of  England, 
buiided.  wnen  tncv  were  crowned,  to  send  their  crowns  for  an  offering  to  St. 
Edmund's  shrine,  and  to  redeem  the  same  again,  afterwards,  with  a 
suitable  price. 

E«eimi  When  King  Egelred  heard  of  the  death  of  Swanus,  he  made  pro- 
ZU^g^  vision  and  returned  to  England,  for  whose  sudden  coming  Canute, 
being  unprovided,  fled  to  Sandwich,  and  there,  cutting  off  the  noses 
and  hands  of  the  hostages  whom  his  father  had  left  with  him,  sailed 
into  Denmark,  who  the  next  year  returned  again  with  a  great  navy, 
and  landed  in  the  south  country ;  wherefore  the  eldest  sou  of  King 
Egelred,  called  Edmmnd  Ironside,  made  provision  with  the  aid  of 
Edric,  duke  of  Mercia,  to  meet  him.  But  Edric,  feigning  himself 
siek,  came  not,  but  deceived  him ;  for,  as  it  was  after  proved,  Edric 
^at*  pr01™800*  hi8  allegiance  to  Canute.  By  reason  of  this,  Canute 
entered  the  country  of  the  West  Saxons,  and  forced  the  people  to  be 
a  d. iota,  sworn  unto  him,  and  to  give  him  pledges.  During  this  season,  King 
Egelred  being  in  London,  was  taken  with  great  sickness,  and  there 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  north  side  of  Paul's  church,  behind  the 
choir,  after  he  had  reigned  unprosperously  thirty-six  years ;  leaving 
behind  him  his  eldest  son,  Edmund  Ironside,  and  Alfred  and  Edward, 
who  were  in  Normandy,  sent  thither  before,  as  is  above-rehearsed. 
This  Egelred,  although  he  was  miserably  assailed  and  vexed  of  his 
enemies,  yet  he  with  his  council  gave  forth  wholesome  laws,  contain- 
ing good  rules  and  lessons  for  all  judges  and  justices  to  learn  and 
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a  wicked    Of  this  King  Egelred  I  find  noted  in  the  book  of  Roger  Hovcden, 
i*md  by^  that  he  deposed  and  deprived  of  his  possessions,  a  certain  judge  or  justice 
k,n*-  named  Walgcatus,  the  son  of  one  Leonet,  for  false  judgment  and 
other  proud  doings,  whom,  notwithstanding,  he  loved  above  all  others. 


( 1 )  L«tei  of  King  Bgetrtd. — "  Omuls  judex  Justus  ml»cricordiam  el  judicium  Hberet  in  omnibus, 
ut  inprimis  per  recUun  scicntiam  dicat  emandationem  secundum  culpam.  et  earn  tamen  adtuensuret 

dandse,  qua-dam  per  Dei  miscrkwdiam  condniMwlir.  Judicla  debent  esse  sine  omni  hadcrunpa, 
quod  non  parcatur  diviti  alicul ;  vol  egeoo  amico  vol  inimico,  jua  publicum  recitaxi.  Nihil  autem 
injustiua  eat,  quam  susceptio  munenun  pro  judlcio  aubvertendo :  quia  muncra  exejreant  cord* 
ftapii'iitum,  i  t  subvertunt  verba  juatorum.  Dominua  Jesus  dixit :  '  In  quo  judlcio  judicaveritis,  JudW 
rabiruini.'  Timeat  omnls  judex  ac  diligat  Deum  judicera  auum,  ne  In  die  Judicii  mutu*  fiat,  et 
buuiliatut  ante  oculoa  judicia  cuncta  rtdentia.  Qui  Innocentem  opprimit,  et  dimittit  noxium  pro 
pecunia,  vel  amicitia,  vel  odio,  vcl  quacunquc  fact  lone,  opprimetur  ab  omuipotente  judice.  Et 
nutlus  dominua,  nulla  potestaa,  stultos  aut  improbo*  judicea  constituent,  quia  stultus  per  Igrisviam, 
Improbua  per  cupiditatem  vital  quam  dldicit,  veritatcm.  (iraviu*  enim  larcrantur  pauperes  a 
pravit  judicibus,  quam  a  cruentit  hostibus.  Nullu*  huatis  acerbior,  nulla  pcstla  efflcacior  quam 
familiarijt  inimleus.  Potest  aliquotlcs  homo  fujo,  vel  dcfeiuione  vitare  piavos  inimicoa.  Non 
ita  possum  Judicea,  quotiet  adversua  subditos  malia  desideriia  inflammantur.  Siepc  ctiam  boti 
judicea  ha  bent  maioa  vicaxio*  et  mlnistros  ncfandoa,  quorum  re  at  ib  Hi  ipai  domini  coristringuritur, 
ai  non  eoa  cocrceant,  et  a  rapacitate  cohibcaut.  Quia  Dominus  et  minister  wrculorum  ait.  non 
solum  male  ajrentcs,  »cd  omnes  contentientes  dljrnl  aunt  arterna  morte.  S*«pe  etlam  pravi  judicea 
Judicium  pervertunt,  vel  m  pert  ant,  et  non  finlunt  causam,  donee  voluntas  eorum  smpleatur.  Et 
quando  Judicant,  non  opera,  sed  mutiera  c-onsiderant.  Impii  Judicea,  Juxta  verbum  sapientum, 
aicut  rapaccs  lupi  vesperc  nil  residuant  usque  mane,  id  est,  de  pnrscnii  solum  vita  cogitant,  tie 
futura  nihil  consiilerant.  Malorum  pra'positorum  mos  est,  ut  quicquid  possunt,  auferiuit,  et  vix 
lid  relinquant  auaU-outioaL 
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Fifmund 

and 

Canute. 


EDMUND  IRONSIDE,  A  SAXON,  and  CANUTE,  A 

DANE,  KINGS  TOGETHER  IN  ENGLAND.1  ftlft 


After  the  death  of  Egelred,  there  was  variance  among  the  Eng- 
lishmen about  the  election  of  their  king ;  for  the  citizens  of  London, 
with  certain  other  lords,  named  Edmund,  the  eldest  son  of  Egelred, 
a  young  man  of  lusty  and  valiant  courage,  in  martial  adventures  both 
hardy  and  wise,  and  who  could  very  well  endure  all  pains ;  wherefore 
he  was  sirnamed  Ironside.  But  the  more  part  of  tnc  lords  favoured 
Canute,  the  son  of  Swanus,  especially  the  abbots,  bishops,  and  men  of 
the  spiritualty,  who  before  had  sworn  to  his  father.  By  means  of  this, 
many  great  battles  were  fought  between  these  two  martial  princes, 
first  in  Dorsetshire,  where  Canute  was  compelled  to  fly  the  field,  and 
after  tliat,  they  fought  another  battle  in  Worcestershire,  so  sore  that  iuuIm 
none  could  tell  who  had  the  better ;  but  either  for  weariness,  or  for  lack  betwet  n 


Kdmunrf 

of  day,  they  departed  one  from  the  other,  and  on  the  morrow  fought  g* 
again,  but  Canute  was  then  compelled  to  forsake  the  field.  After 
this  they  met  in  Mercia,  and  there  fought  again  ;  where  Edmund,  as 
stories  say,  by  the  treason  of  that  false  Edric,  duke  of  Mercia,  whom 
he  before  had  received  to  favour,  had  the  worse.  Thus  there  were 
many  great  conflicts  between  these  two  princes,  but  upon  one  occasion, 
when  the  hosts  were  ready  to  join,  and  a  certain  time  of  truce  had  been 
taken  before  battle,  a  knight,  of  the  party  of  Edmund,  stood  up  upon 
a  high  place,  and  said  these  words : — 

44  Daily  we  die,  and  none  hath  the  victory :  and  when  the  knights  a  witty 
be  dead  on  either  part,  then  the  dukes,  compelled  by  need,  shall  "uytu^u 
accord,  or  else  they  must  fight  alone,  and  this  kingdom  is  not  sufficient  jwt0wc*° 
for  two  men,  which  sometimes  sufficed  seven.  But  if  the  covetousness  axmiet. 
of  lordship  in  these  twain  be  so  great,  that  neither  can  be  content  to 
take  part  and  live  by  the  other,  nor  the  one  under  the  other,  then  let 
them  fight  alone,  that  will  be  lords  alone.  If  all  men  fight,  still,  at  the 
last,  all  men  shall  be  slain,  and  none  left  to  be  under  their  lordship, 
nor  able  to  defend  the  king  that  shall  be,  against  strange  enemies  and 
nations." 

These  words  were  so  well  approved  of  by  both  the  hosts  and  the 
princes,  that  all  were  content  to  try  the  quarrel  between  those  two  fight 
only.    Then  the  place  and  time  were  appointed,  at  which  they  should  {££1*° 
both  meet  in  sight  of  the  two  hosts,  and  when  either  had  attacked  the 
other  with  sharp  swords  and  strokes,  on  the  motion  of  Canute,  as  some 
write,  hastily  tncy  were  both  agreed,  and  kissed  each  other,  to  the 
comfort  of  both  hosts ;  and,  shortly  after,  they  agreed  upon  a  partition 
of  the  land,  and,  after  that,  during  their  lives  they  loved  as  brethren. 
Soon  after,  a  son  of  wicked  Edric,  by  the  instigation  of  his  father,  as  Jjgjg*' 
appeared  afterwards,  espied  when  King  Edmund  was  at  the  draught,  murder  of 
and  with  a  spear,  some  say  with  a  long  knife,  gave  him  a  secret  thrust,  „Uf,  dEd" 


Jndirii  aatisractionem.     Nam  per  furoris  exarcationem,  non  peripicit  rectltudinU  claritatem. 
"  Mum  juJif  ium  ubi  non  pemona  corwidemtur.  Scriptum  c»t :  non  attenda*  personam  homtnia  «" 
rtirio  nee  pro  a'tiquo  facie*,  tit  a  rero  decline*,  et  injurte  judice».  8u»ceptlo  muneri*  e»t  dlwUi 
rititi.  •'    Pt  llUtoria  Bibliothcc*  JornalenM. 

(U  Edition  lici  ™  1  ■    ^  ,M3'  p>  ,62-   Ed  1596,  p"  UC    Ed*  ,684'  vo1' P-  W  ~Zd- 
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camuu.  whereof  the  said  Edmund  shortly  after  died,  after  that  he  had  reigned 
A.  d.  two  years.  He  left  behind  two  sons,  Edmund  and  Edward,  whom 
1017.  Edric,  the  wicked  duke,  after  the  death  of  their  father,  took  from  their 
mother,  not  knowing  yet  of  the  death  of  Edmund  her  husband,  and 
presented  them  to  King  Canute,  saluting  him  in  these  words,  "  Ave 
rex  solus."  Thus  Canute,  after  the  death  of  Edmund  Ironside,  was 
king  alone  of  the  whole  realm  of  England,  and  afterwards,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  he  sent  the  aforesaid  sons  of  Edmund  Ironside 
to  his  brother  Swanus,  king  of  Sweden,  to  be  slain ;  who  abhorring 
that  deed,  sent  them  to  Salomon,  king  of  Hungary,  where  Edmund 
being  married  to  the  king's  daughter,  died ;  Edward  was  married  to 
Agatha,  daughter  of  his  brother,  the  emperor,  Henry  IV. 

When  Canute  was  established  in  the  kingdom,  he  called  a  parliament 
in  London,  where,  among  other  things  there  debated,  it  was  propounded 
to  the  bishops,  barons,  and  lords  of  parliament,  present,  whether, 
in  the  composition  made  between  Edmund  and  Canute,  there  was  any 
special  remembrance  made  of  the  children  or  brethren  of  Edmund,  by 
pintcry.  any  partition  of  any  part  of  the  land.    Whereunto  the  English  lords, 
HfS*'  falsely  nattering  the  foreign  king,  and  speaking  against  their  own  minds, 
Jgjfcjj'  as  also  against  their  native  country,  answered,  and  said,  "  Nay." 
lordi.     Affirming,  moreover,  with  an  oath  (for  the  king's  pleasure)  that  they,  to 
the  uttermost  of  their  powers,  would  put  off  the  blood  of  Edmund  in 
all  that  they  might ;  by  reason  of  which  answer  and  promise,  many  of 
them  thought  to  have  purchased  with  the  king  great  favour.  But,  by 
the  just  retribution  of  God,  it  chanced  far  otherwise ;  for  many  of 
them,  or  the  most  part  (such  especially  as  Canute  did  perceive  to  be 
sworn  before-time  to  Edmund  and  his  heirs,  and  also  considering 
that  they  were  native  Englishmen)  he  mistrusted  and  disdained  ever 
after,  insomuch  that  some  he  exiled,  a  great  number  he  beheaded, 
and  some,  by  God's  punishment,  died  suddenly,  among  whom  wicked 
Edric  also,  the  traitor,  although  with  his  sugared  words  he  continued 
a  while  in  the  king's  favour,  at  length  escaped  not  condign  reward  for 
his  deccivable  dealing.    For,  as  the  history  of  Jomalensis  rccordeth, 
as  the  king  was  in  his  palace  beyond  the  Thames,  this  Edric,  being 
probably  accused,  or  else  suspected  of  the  king  before,  and  coming 
unto  him,  began  to  reckon  up  his  benefits  and  labours  bestowed  for 
his  sake,  first,  in  forsaking  and  betraying  Egelred,  then  in  slaying 
Biri*  he         Edmund's  son,  with  many  such  other  deeds,  which  all,  for  his 
fai«o  tr»i-  sake,  he  had  done.   "  Well,1"  saith  the  king,  11  thou  hast  here  rightly 
murderer  judged  thyself,  and  worthily  thou  shalt  die  for  slaying  thy  natural 
kin 'V  Prmcc>  an^  mv  sworn  brother,"  and  so  commanded  him  to  be  bound 
wwded"  immediately  hand  and  foot,  and  to  be  thrown  into  the  Thames.  Some 
stories  say,  that  when  he  had  saluted  the  king  with  "Ave  rex  solus," 
and  showed  him  the  slaying  of  Edmund,  Canute,  promising  that  he 
would  make  him,  therefore,  higher  than  all  the  lords  of  the  realm,  com- 
manded his  head  to  be  stricken  off,  and  to  be  set  upon  London  bridge, 
and  his  body  to  be  cast  into  the  town-ditch  :  and  thus  with  shame 
ended  he  his  wretched  life ;  as  all  they  commonly  do,  who,  with  like 
dissimulation,  seek  the  destruction  of  their  prince,  and  of  their 
Thebro-  country. 

Start  This  Canute,  shortly  after  the  death  of  King  Edmund,  by  the 
irotuMe  counsel  of  Edric,  exiled  Edwy,  being  brother  unto  King  Edmund, 
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called  rex  rusticorum,  *  the  king  of  churls;'  but  afterwards,  he  was  rccon-  canvt* 
ciled  again  to  the  king's  favour,  and,  lastly,  slain  by  certain  of  the  a.  1). 
king's  secretaries,  or  servants.  Also,  through  the  council  of  the  said  1017. 
Edric,  and  of  Emma  his  wife,  he  sent  the  two  sons  of  Edmund  Iron-  tvo"^ 
ride,  Edmnnd  and  Edward,  to  his  brother  Swanus,  king  of  Denmark,  JJ^- 
to  be  slain,  as  is  before  said.  iramido 
In  the  mean  time  Swanus,  king  of  Denmark,  brother  to  Canute,  * 


died ;  wherefore  that  land  fell  to  Canute,  who  soon  after  sailed  thither, 


to  be 
si.iin 

and  took  possession  of  it,  and  after  he  had  set  it  in  order,  he  returned  hint  of 
to  England  and  married  Emma,  late  wife  of  Egelred,  and  by  her  he  ^^kf 
had  a  son,  called  Hardeknight,  or  Hardicanute.  Moreover  this  Canute  . 
assembled  a  parliament  at  Oxford,  where  it  was  agreed  that  English-  Eg eired. 
men  and  Danes  should  hold  the  laws  made  by  King  Edgar,  because 
they  were  thought  so  good  and  reasonable  above  any  other  laws.  Thus 
the  Danes  being  in  England  began,  by  little  and  little,  to  be  Christian 
men.    Canute  went  to  Rome,  and  returning  again  to  England,  go- 
verned that  land  the  space  of  twenty  years,  leaving  after  him  two  sons, 
Harold  and  Hardicanute ;  which  latter  was  made  king  of  Dcnmark 
in  his  father  s  time.  a.d.iojs. 

Harold  I.,  called  Harefqot  for  his  activity  and  swiftness,  son  to  H*i»id 
Canute  by  Elgina,  his  first  wife,  began  his  reign  over  England  "d^*' 
a.d.  1035.    Of  him  little  is  left  in  memory,  save  that  he  banished 
his  step-mother  Emma,  and  took  her  goods  and  jewels  from  her. 

Hardicanute,  being  king  of  Denmark,  and  second  son  to  Canute  by  Hardic*- 
his  last  wife  Emma,  was  next  king  of  England.    In  the  time  of  these  ui'te0f  the 
Danish  kings,  there  was  one  Godwin,  an  earl  in  England,  who  had  been  nJJjjjljj 
before  in  great  favour  with  Canute,  for  his  acts  done  in  Denmark  Uag*> 
against  the  Norwegians  ;  who  afterwards  married  the  sister  (some  say  a.d.kho. 
the  daughter)  of  Canute.    This  Godwin  was  of  a  cruel  and  subtle  wit, 
as  is  instanced  not  a  little  by  the  sons  of  King  Egelred;  for  when 
those  two,  whose  names  were  Alfred  and  Edward,  came  from  Nor- 
mandy into  England,  to  visit  then*  mother  Emma,  and  brought  with 
them  a  great  company  of  Normans,  this  Godwin  (having  a  daughter 
called  Godith,  whom  he  thought  to  marry  to  Edward,  and  set  him  up 
to  be  king),  to  bring  his  purpose  about,  used  this  device,  namely,  to  per- 
suade King  Hardicanute,  and  the  lords,  not  to  suffer  those  Normans  to 
be  within  the  realm  for  jeopardy,  but  rather  to  punish  them  for  example: 
by  which  means  he  obtained  authority  to  order  the  matter  himself, 
wherefore  he  met  them  on  Guild  down,  and  there  most  wretchedly  jjjffcf 
murdered,  or  rather  martyred  the  greater  number  of  the  Normans,  and  win 
that  without  provocation.   For,  as  Swanus  before  had  tithed  the  monks  JgSi 
of  Canterbury,  so  he,  with  a  cruel  company  of  English  soldiers,  slew  mM»- 
nine  of  the  said  Normans,  and  saved  the  tenth.    And  yet,  passing  the 
fury  of  Swanus,  as  not  contented  with  that  tyranny,  he  tithed  again 
the  said  tithe,  and  slew  every  tenth  knight,  and  that  by  cruel  torment, 
as  winding  their  entrails  out  of  their  bodies,  as  writeth  Ranulphus. 
Among  his  other  deeds,  he  put  out  the  eyes  of  the  cider  brother,  AJftwJ 
Alfred,  and  sent  him  to  the  abbey  of  Ely,  where  he,  being  fed  with  »onof' 
bread  and  water,  endured  not  long.    By  some  writes?  it  is  recorded, 

ri'ifht  heir 

that  he  was  there  slain  with  the  aforenamed  torment,  and  that  Edward  £JJ{^ 
was  conveyed  by  some  one  to  his  mother ;  who,  fearing  the  treason  of  j£™<*- 
Godwin,  sent  him  soon  over  the  sea  into  Normandy  again.   This  cruel  ? 
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c***t*-  act  of  Godwin  and  his  men  against  the  innocent  Normans,  whether  it 
A.  D.  came  of  himself,  or  of  the  king's  setting  on,  seemeth  to  me  to  be  the 
1040.  cause  why  the  justice  of  God  did  shortly  after  revenge  the  quarrel  of 
why  go«i  these  Normans,  in  conquering  and  subduing  the  English  nation  by 
thuund  William  the  Conqueror,  and  the  Normans  who  came  with  him.  For 

UuwTb  so  ^  was  jus^  ant^  r'Su^  *na*  as  tne  Normans,  coming  with  a  natural 
the  Nor-  English  prince,  were  murdered  of  Englishmen  ;  so  afterwards,  the 
man".     Englishmen  should  be  slain  and  conquered  by  the  Normans,  coming 

with  a  foreign  king,  not  being  of  their  natural  country, 
lurdi  °f     Tnen  >l  followeth  in  the  story,  that  this  King  Hardicanute,  when 
canute.    he  had  reigned  two  years,  being  merry  at  Lambeth,  suddenly  was 
A.D.NM2.  stricken  dumb,  and  fell  down  to  the  ground,  and  within  eight  days 
died  without  issue,  a.  d.  1042.    He  was  the  last  that  reigned  in 
England  of  the  blood  of  the  Danes. 


^•f  The  aforesaid  Godwin  had,  by  the  daughter  of  Canute,  his  wife, 
but  one  son,  who  was  drowned.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  six  sons ; 
to  wit,  Swanus,  Harold,  Tostius,  Wilmot,  Sixth  orSurth,  and  Leofric, 
with  one  daughter,  called  Goditha,  who  was  afterwards  married  to  King 
Edward  the  Confessor. 

Concerning  the  story  of  this  Alfred,  I  find  it  somewhat  otherwise 
reported  in  our  English  chronicles,  that  it  should  be  after  the  death 
of  Hardicanute;  forasmuch  as  the  carls  and  barons  after  his  death 
assembled  and  made  a  council,  that  never  after,  any  of  the  Danes'  blood 
should  be  king  of  England,  for  the  despite  that  they  had  done  to 
rtaiear  Englishmen.  For  ever  before,  if  the  English  and  the  Danes  hap- 
Om  Eug-  pened  to  meet  upon  a  bridge,  the  Englishmen  were  not  so  hardy  as  to 
move  a  foot,  but  stood  still  till  the  Danes  had  passed  over.  And, 
moreover,  if  the  Englishmen  had  not  bowed  down  their  heads  to  do 
reverence  to  the  Danes,  they  would  have  been  beaten  and  defiled. 
For  these  despites  and  villanies  they  were  driven  out  of  the  land 
after  the  death  of  Hardicanute,  for  they  had  no  lord  that  might  main- 
tain them ;  and  after  this  manner  the  Danes  so  evacuated  England, 
that  they  never  came  again.' 

The  earls  and  barons,  by  their  common  assent  and  council,  sent 
into  Normandy  for  these  two  brethren,  Alfred  and  Edward,  intend- 
ing to  crown  Alfred,  the  elder  brother,  and  to  make  him  king  of 
England  ;  and  to  this  the  earls  and  barons  made  their  oath.  But  the 
Earl  Godwin  of  West  Sax,  falsely  and  traitorously  thought  to  slay 
these  two  brethren,  as  soon  as  they  came  into  England,  to  the  intent 
that  he  might  make  Harold  his  son  king ;  which  son  he  had  by  his 
wife,  Hardicanute's  daughter,  who  was  a  Dane.  So  this  Godwin 
went  privily  to  Southampton,  to  meet  the  two  brethren  at  their 
landing ;  and  thus  it  fell  out,  that  the  messengers  who  went  (saith 
mine  author)  into  Normandy,  found  only  Alfred  the  elder  brother, 
for  Edward  his  younger  brother  was  gone  to  Hungary,  to  speak  with 
his  cousin,  the  outlaw,  who  was  Edmund  Ironside's- son. 
AiuTilt01  Wlien  Alfred  had  heard  these  messengers,  and  perceived  their 
•on  tf '  tidings,  he  thanked  God,  and  hastening  with  all  speed  to  England, 
Kgcfrcd.  arrived  at  Southampton.  There  Godwin,  the  false  traitor,  having 
knowledge  of  his  coming,  welcomed  and  received  him  with  much  joy, 

H)  Tak.Mi  out  of  the  Engllnh  story  iff  chronicle  compiled  by  certain  EnglUh 
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pretending  to  lead  him  to  London,  where  the  barons  waited  to  make  can*/,, 
him  king  ;  and  so  they  together  passed  forth  toward  London.    But  a.D. 
when  they  came  to  Guild  down,  trie  traitor  commanded  all  his  men  to  1042. 
slay  all  that  were  in  Alfred's  company,  who  came  with  him  from  Nor- 
mandy,  and  after  that  to  take  Alfred,  and  to  lead  him  into  the  isle 
of  Ely,  where  they  should  put  out  both  his  eyes,  and  so  they  did  ;  for 
they  slew  all  the  company  that  were  there,  to  the  number  of  twelve 
gentlemen,  who  came  with  Alfred  from  Normandy,  and  after  that 
they  took  Alfred,  and  in  the  isle  of  Ely  they  executed  their  commis- 
sion.   That  done,  they  opened  his  body,  took  out  his  bowels,  and 
setting  a  stake  into  the  ground,  fastened  an  end  of  his  bowels  there- 
unto, and  with  needles  of  iron  they  pricked  his  tender  bodv,  thereby 
causing  him  to  go  about  the  stake,  till  all  his  bowels  were  drawn  out. 
So  died  this  innocent  Alfred  or  Alured,  being  the  right  heir  to  the 
crown,  through  treason  of  wicked  Godwin.    When  the  lords  of  Eng- 
land heard  thereof,  and  how  Alfred,  who  should  have  been  their  king, 
was  put  to  death  through  the  false  traitor  Godwin,  they  were  won- 
drous wroth  ;  and  sware  between  God  and  them  that  he  should  die  a 
worse  death  than  did  Edrith,  who  betrayed  his  lord,  Edmund  Ironside; 
and  would  immediately  have  put  him  to  death,  but  that  the  traitor 
fled  thence  into  Denmark,  ana  there  remained  four  years  and  more, 
losing  all  his  lands  in  England. 

Another  Latin  story  I  have,  bearing  no  name,  which  saith  that  this 
coming  in  of  Alfred  and  the  Normans  was  in  the  time  of  Harold, 
Canute's  son.1  Also  how  Godwin,  after  he  pretended  great  amity  to 
them,  suddenly  in  the  night  came  upon  them  at  Guildford,  and  after 
he  had  tithed  the  Normans,  sent  Alfred  to  Harold  in  London  ;  who 
sent  him  to  the  isle  of  Ely,  and  caused  his  eves  to  be  put  out.  And 
thus  much  of  Canute,  and  of  his  sons,  Harofd  and  Hardicanute. 

Besides  these  two  sons,  Canute  had  also  a  daughter  named  Gunilda,  ^"""^ 
married  to  Henry  the  emperor.    Of  her  some  write,  that  she  being  Henry  the 
accused  to  the  emperor  of  spouse-breach,  and  having  no  champion  or  cni«*rw 
knight  that  would  fight  for  her,  after  the  manner  of  that  country,  for 
trial  of  her  cause,  a  certain  little  dwarf  or  boy,  whom  she  brought 
with  her  out  of  England,  stirred  up  of  God,  fought  in  her  cause  against 
a  mighty  big  German,  of  a  monstrous  greatness ;  which  silly  dwarf, 
cutting  by  chance  the  sinews  of  his  leg,  afterwards  struck  him  to  the 
ground,  and  cut  off  his  head,  and  so  saved  the  life  of  the  queen ; 
if  that  be  true  which  Malmcsbury  and  Fabian  report. 

Of  this  Canute  it  is  storied  that  he,  following  much  the  supersti-  Canute 
tion  of  Egclnoth,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  rtonie,0 
Rome,  and  there  founded  an  hospital  for  English  pilgrims.    He  gave  ^i^^ 
the  pope  precious  gifts,  and  burdened  the  land  with  a  yearly  tribute,  {j^"*1"- 
calJcd  the  Rome-shot.    He  shrined  the  body  of  Berinus,  and  gave  Enitii»h 
great  lands  and  ornaments  to  the  cathedral  church  of  Winchester ;  Jr*™"" 
he  also  builded  St.  Benefs  in  Norfolk,  which  was  before  a  hermi-  »■«<*  Min- 
tage ;  likewise  St.  Edmundsbury,  which  King  Athelstan  before  or-  hlm'd  by 
dained  for  a  college  of  priests,  ne  turned  to  an  abbey  of  monks  of 
St.  Benet  s  order. 

Henry,  archdeacon  of  Huntingdon,*  makcth  mention  of  this  Canute, 
as  doth  ako  Polydorc,3  that  he,  after  his  coming  from  Rome,  walking 

(1)  Ex  hfettflria  igxioli  aut'.iotU.  (2)  Lib.  vl.  (2)  L.b.  \iL 
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c""'u-  upon  a  time  by  the  port  of  Southampton  (but,  as  Polydore  saith, 

A.  D.  and  Fabian  affirmcth  tnc  same,  it  was  by  the  Thames'  side  in  London), 

1042.  wncn  nis  flatterers  coming  about  him,  began  to  exalt  him  with  high 


the  sea 


words,  calling  him  a  king  of  all  kings,  most  mighty,  who  had  under 
his  subjection  both  the  people,  the  land,  and  also  the  sea :  Canute, 
*"ck»*w"  revolving  this  matter  in  his  mind  (whether  for  pride  of  his  heart 
exalted,  or  whether  to  try  and  refel  their  flattering  words),  commanded 
his  chair  of  state  to  be  brought  to  the  sea  side,  at  what  time  the  tide 
should  begin  to  flow.    Polydore  saith  that  no  seat  was  brought;  but 
sitting  upon  his  garments,  being  folded  together  under  him,  there 
charged  and  commanded  the  floods  arising  and  coming  towards  his  feet, 
that  they  should  touch  neither  him  nor  his  clothes.    But  the  water, 
keeping  its  ordinary  course,  came  nearer  and  nearer,  first  to  his  feet, 
and  so  growing  higher,  began  to  wash  him  well-favouredly ;  where- 
with the  king  abashed,  and  partly  also  afraid,  started  back,  and  look- 
ing at  his  lords,  "  Lo,11  saith  he,  "  ye  call  me  such  a  mighty  king, 
and  yet  I  cannot  command  back  this  little  water  to  stay  at  my  word, 
but  it  is  ready  to  drown  me.    Wherefore  all  earthly  kings  may  know 
that  all  their  powers  be  but  vain,  and  that  none  is  worthy  to  have  the 
name  of  a  king,  but  he  alone  who  hath  all  things  subject  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  his  word,  who  is  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
u^K?ny'  *ne  Creator  above  of  all  things,  the  Father  of  our  Christ  and  Lord, 
or U  who  with  him  for  ever  is  to  be  glorified :  him  let  us  worship  and 
oriJui?  extol  for  our  King  for  ever.'"  After  this,  as  histories  witness,  he  never 
suffered  the  crown  to  come  upon  his  head,  but  went  to  Winchester, 
or,  as  some  say,  to  Canterbury ;  but  both  those  accounts  may  be  true, 
for  his  going  to  Canterbury  was  to  acknowledge  that  there  was  a  Lord 
much  higher,  and  of  more  power  than  he  himself  was,  and  therewithal 
to  render  up  his  crown  for  ever.    With  that,  Egelnoth,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  informed  him  of  the  image  of  the  crucifix  beforemen- 
tioned,  which  dissolved  the  matter  between  married  priests  and  life  of 
monks,  and  did  many  other  miracles  more,  being  then  at  Winchester ; 
The      whereupon  the  king,  provoked  to  go  to  Winchester  to  the  rood,  there 
wwn     resigned  his  regal  crown,  and  made  the  rood  king  over  all  the  land, 
put  on  •      Here  is  also  to  be  noted  in  this  Canute,  that  although,  as  is  said, 
he  submitted  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  to  King  Edgar's  laws, 
yet  afterwards,  in  process  of  time,  he  set  forth  peculiar  laws  of  his 
own,  among  which,  divers  there  be  that  concern  as  well  causes  ecclesi- 
astical, as  also  temporal.    Whereby  it  may  appear,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  spiritual  matters  did  not  then  depend  upon  the  bishop  of 
England  Rome,  but  appertained  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  temporal  prince, 
much**   110  'cs8  l^an  ^  mattere  ana  causes  temporal,  as  by  certain  ordinances 
ritfht  in   of  the  aforesaid  Canute  may  be  well  perceived.1 
"Iruuai      And  here  is  an  end  of  the  Danish  kings.    Now  to  the  English 
££1m"    kings  again,  whose  right  line  cometh  in,  in  Edward  here  following. 


(I)  Lawi  of  Canute,  in  mqltm  eeclttiattical. — "  Prcnrtia  »epultura>  justum  est  ut  apcrta 
reddarur.    81  aliquod  corpus  a  sua  parochia  deferatur  in  allam,  pecunia  sepulture,"  tec. 

In  English  :— "  It  is  meet  and  right,  that  in  funerals,  money  be  given  for  opening  the  earth. 

"  If  any  body,  or  corse,  be  carried  out  of  iti  own  parish  into  another,  the  money  of  the  burial 
shall  pertain  by  the  law  to  its  own  parish  church. 

"  All  ordinances  and  ceremonies  of  God,  let  them  be  observed  as  need  in  all  things  requireth. 

"  Upon  the  Sunday  we  forbid  all  public  fairs  or  markets,  all  synods  or  convenUclea,  huntings, 
or  any  such  secular  actions  to  be  exercised,  unless  urgent  necessity  compel  thereunto. 

"  Let  every  christian  man  prepare  himself  thrice  a  year,  to  approach  to  the  receiving  of  the 
Lord's  body :  so  to  cat  the  same,  as  not  to  his  Judgment,  but  to  his  wholesome  remedy. 

"  II 
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EDWARD  THE  CONFESSOR.'  "XdT 

1042. 

Fob  asmuch  as  God,  who  is  the  only  maker  of  heirs,  of  his  mercy 
and  providence,  thought  it  so  good,  after  the  woeful  captivity  of  this 
English  nation,  to  grant  now  some  respite  of  deliverance,  in  taking 
away  the  Danish  kings  without  any  issue  left  behind  them  ;  who 
reigning  here  in  England,  kept  the  English  people  in  miserable  subjec- 
tion about  the  space  of  eight  and  twenty  years,  and,  from  their  first 
landing  in  the  time  of  King  Brightric,  wasted  and  vexed  this  land  England 
the  term  of  255  years :  now  their  tyranny  here  coming  to  an  end,  by  the 
the  next  election  and  right  to  the  crown  fell,  as  appertained,  to  wfjlmZ 
Edward,  the  younger  son  of  King  Egelred  and  Emma,  a  true-bred 
Englishman,  who  had  been  now  long  banished  in  Normandy,  as  is 
above  declared ;  a  man  of  gentle  and  soft  spirit,  more  appliable  to  other 
mens  council,  than  able  to  trust  to  his  own ;  of  nature  and  condition 
so  given  from  all  war  and  bloodshed,  that,  being  in  his  banishment,  he 
wished  rather  to  continue  all  his  life  long  in  that  private  estate,  than 
by  war  or  bloodshed  to  aspire  to  any  kingdom.    This  Edward,  after 
the  death  of  Canute  II.,  or  Hardicanute,  being  sent  for  by  the  lords  into 
Normandv,  to  take  possession  of  the  realm,  although  he  something 
mistrusted  the  inconstant  and  fickle  heads  of  Englishmen,  yet,  having 
sufficient  pledges  laid  for  him  in  Normandy,  came  over,  accompanied 
by  a  few  Normans,  and  not  long  after  was  crowned  at  Winchester,  rd 
a.d.  1043,  by  Edsius,  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury.    Not  long  crowned, 
after  that,  he  married  Goditha,  or  Editha,  daughter  of  Earl  Godwin,  A-D,,<MS 
whom  he  treated  after  such  a  sort,  that  he  lived  with  her  as  though 
she  had  not  been  his  wife.    Whether  it  were  for  hate  of  her  kin,  as 
most  likely  it  was,  or  for  love  of  chastity,  it  remaineth  uncertain,  but 
most  writers  agree  that  he  continued  his  life  in  this  manner ;  for  the 
which  he  is  highly  exalted  among  our  story- writers,  and  called  holy 
King  Edward.    After  he  had  thus  taken  upon  him  the  government 
of  the  realm,  he  guided  the  same  with  much  wisdom  and  justice  for 
the  space  of  four  and  twenty  years,  lacking  two  months  ;  from  whom 
issued,  as  out  of  a  fountain,  much  godliness,  mercy,  pity,  and  liberality 
toward  the  poor ;  gentleness  and  justice  toward  all  men  ;  and,  in  all 
honest  life,  ne  gave  a  virtuous  example  to  his  people.    He  discharged 
the  Englishmen  from  the  great  tribute  called  Dane-gilt,  which  before- 
time  was  yearly  levied  to  the  great  impoverishing  of  the  people.  He 
subdued  the  Scots  and  the  Welshmen,  who  in  their  borders  began  to 
rebel  against  him.    In  much  peace  he  continued  his  reign,  having  no 
foreign  enemy  to  assault  him :  albeit,  as  some  chronicles  do  show, 
certain  Danes  and  Norwegians  there  were,  who  intended  to  set  upon 
England,  but  as  they  were  taking  shipping,  there  was  brought  to  them 
first  one  bowl,  then  another,  of  mead11  or  methe,  to  drink  for  a  bon 

••  ff«  mJuirter  of  the  altar  do  kill  any  man.  or  have  entangled  hlmaelf  in  any  notorious  crime, 
let  him  be  deprived  both  of  hi.  order  and  uUdijrnlty. 

"  It  any  married  woman,  her  husband  being  alive,  have  committed  adultery,  and  the  .iamc 
be  nrore,!    la  her  ni.cn  ahame  In  the  world,  let  her  have  her  noae  and  ear*  eut  off. 

•^I^r?  w[dow.  after  the  death  of  her  hu.band,  remain  .ole  twelve  month.;  orif.he 

"W'lSiZ&l  periir.lDtr^'l^.  P.  IM.    Ed.  I5M.  p.  H8.    Ed  IIH  vol.  i.  p.  U. 
fj  5SJJ  in  Greek,  altf.ifleth  drunkennc... 
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Bdmn*.  viage.     Thus  one  cup  coming  after  another,  after  drink  came 
thffM™.  drunkenness,  after  drunkenness  followed  jangling,  of  jangling  came 
1  strife,  and  strife  turned  unto  stripes,  whereby  many  were  slain,  and 
1043.  tnc  otners  returned  to  their  homes  again  ;  and  thus,  the  merciful  provi- 
 dence  of  the  Lord  disposed  of  that  journey. 

Accu-        In  the  time  of  this  Edward,  Emma  his  mother  was  accused  of  being 
J**J°£t    familiar  with  Alwin,  the  bishop  of  Winchester  ;  upon  which  accusation, 
EmaZ    by  counsel  of  Earl  Godwin,  he  took  from  her  many  of  her  jewels,  and 
moihi."f "  caused  her  to  be  kept  a  deal  more  strictly  in  the  abbey  of  Warwel, 
and  the  bishop  to  be  committed  to  the  examination  of  the  clergy. 
Polydorc  saith  they  were  both  in  prison  at  Winchester,  where  she, 
sorrowing  the  defame  both  of  herself  and  the  bishop,  and  trusting 
to  her  conscience,  desired  justice  of  them,  offering  herself  as  ready  to 
abide  any  lawful  trial,  yea,  although  it  were  the  sharpest.  Then 
divers  of  the  bishops  made  entreaty  to  the  king  for  them  both, 
and  had  obtained  the  suit,  had  not  Robert,  then  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, stopped  it ;  who,  not  well  content  with  their  labour,  said 
t     unto  them,  "  My  brethren,  how  dare  you  defend  her  who  is  so 
unworthy  the  name  of  a  woman  ?    She  hath  defamed  her  own  son 
4     the  king,  and  hath  lowered  herself  with  the  bishop.    And  if  it  be  so, 
that  the  woman  will  purge  the  priest,  who  shall  then  purge  the  woman, 
who  is  accused  of  consenting  to  the  death  of  her  son  Alfred,  and  who 
procured  venom  to  the  poisoning  of  her  son  Edward  ?   But,  whether 
she  be  guilty  or  guiltless,  if  she  will  go  barefoot  for  herself  four  steps, 
and  for  the  bishop  five,  continually  upon  nine  ploughshares  fire  hot, 
and  escape  harmless,  he  shall  be  assoiled  of  this  challenge,  and 
she  also."    To  this  she  agreed,  and  the  day  was  appointed,  on  which 
the  king  and  a  great  part  of  his  nobles  were  present,  save  only 
Robert,  the  archbishop.    This  Robert  had  been  a  monk  of  a  house 
in  Normandy,  and  a  helper  of  the  king  in  his  exile,  and  so  by  the 
sending  for  of  the  king,  came  over  and  was  made  first  bishop  of  London, 
and  afterwards  archbishop  of  Canterbury.    Then  was  she  led  blind- 
F»i«e  ic-  fold  unto  the  place  between  two  men,  where  the  irons  lay  burning 
p"rRedn        ai,d  passed  the  nine  shares  unhurt.    At  last,  said  she,  "  Good 
Smu*     Lord,  when  shall  I  come  to  the  place  of  my  purgation  P*  Wlien 
•    they  then  opened  her  eyes,  and  she  saw  that  she  was  past  the  pain, 
she  kneeled  down,  giving  God  thanks.    Then  the  king  repented,  saith 
the  story,  and  restored  unto  her  what  he  had  before  taken  from  her, 
and  asked  her  forgiveness  ;  but  the  archbishop  fled  into  Normandy. 
a  d  los?.     Near  about  this  time,  about  the  tenth  year  of  this  reign,  fell  passing 

mff  mi  P***  snow  *wm  tne  r,e&inn'nf?  °f  January,  to  the  seventeenth  day  of 
mor-  March.  After  which  ensued  a  great  mortality  of  men,  murrain 
ulltJf'     of  cattle,  and  by  lightning  the  corn  was  wonderfully  blasted  and  wasted. 

Not  long  after  this,  a  certain  earl  of  Boulogne,  who  had  married 
King  Edward's  sister,  came  into  England,  through  the  occasion  of 
whom,  when  execution  should  be  done  upon  the  citizens  of  Dover 
for  a  fray  between  them  and  the  carl's  men,  variance  happened 
between  King  Edward  and  Earl  Godwin  ;  who,  perceiving  that 
he  could  not  withstand  the  king's  malice,  although  he  gathered 
5?  5S  a  company  to  work  therein  what  he  could,  fled  into  Flanders, 
lawed.    and  was  outlawed  with  his  five  sons.    King  Edward  repudiated 
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his  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  said  Godwin  ;  but  the  second  year  after, 
by  mediators,  he  was  reconciled  to  the  king  again,  and  recalled  from  /««.". 
banishment,  and  for  his  good  behaviour  he  gave  for  pledges  his  p 
two  sons,  Biornon  and  Tostius,  who  were  sent  to  the  duke  of  Nor-  1052. 
mandy,  there  to  be  kept.   

During  the  time  of  the  outlawry  of  Godwin,  William  the  Bastard,  wmum. 
duke  of  Normandy,  came  with  a  goodly  company  into  England  to  see  k»  0 
King  Edward,  and  was  honourably  received :  for  whom  the  king 
made  great  cheer,  and  on  his  return  enriched  him  with  great  gifts  and 
pleasures  ;  and  there,  as  some  write,  made  promise  to  him  that 
if  he  died  without  issue,  the  said  William  should  succeed  him  in  the 
kingdom  of  England. 

In  this  king's  reign  lived  Marianus  Scotus,  the  story-writer.  As 
concerning  the  end  of  Earl  Godwin,  the  cruel  murderer  of  Alfred,  and 
of  the  Normans,  although  divers  histories  do  vary,  yet  in  this  the  most 
part  do  agree,  that  as  he  sat  at  table  with  King  Edward  at  Windsor, 
it  happened  that  one  of  the  cup-bearers,  one  of  Earl  Godwin's  sons, 
stumbled  and  recovered  again,  so  that  he  shed  none  of  the  drink, 
whereat  Godwin  laughed,   and  said,  how  the  one  brother  had 
sustained  the  other.1  With  which  words  the  king  calling  to  mind  the 
death  of  his  brother  who  was  slain  by  Godwin,  beheld  the  carl,  saying, 
M  So  should  my  brother  Alfred  have  holpen  me,  had  not  Godwin 
been.*'    Godwin  then,  fearing  the  kings  displeasure  to  be  newly 
kindled,  after  many  words  in  excusing  himself,  said,  "  So  might  I 
safely  swallow  this  morsel  of  bread,  as  I  am  guiltless  of  the  deed ^ 
but  as  soon  as  he  had  received  the  bread,  forthwith  he  was  choked.  de*,^1of 
Then  the  king  commanded  him  to  be  drawn  from  the  table ;  and  ^11 
so  he  was  conveyed  by  Harold  his  son  to  Winchester,  and  there  a.d  iom 
buried. 

About  the  thirteenth  year  of  this  king's  reign,  the  said  King  Edward 
Edward  sent  Aldred,  bishop  of  Worcester,  to  the  Emocror  Henry  J*** 
IV.,  praying  him  that  he  would  send  to  the  King  of  Hungary,  that  jfcj- 
his  cousin  Edward,  son  of  Edmund  Ironside,  might  come  to  England,  ir„r<»  <v 
as  he  intended  to  make  him  king  after  him,  who  was  called  Edward  ,cnt  for 
the  Outlaw ;  which  request  was  fulfilled,  so  that  he  came  into  Eng- 
land with  his  wife  Agatha,  and  with  his  children,  to  wit,  Edgar  Ethel- 
ing,  Margaret,  and  Christina.    But  the  year  after  his  return  into  the  ^Jufjf 
realm,  this  Edward  deceased  in  London,  and  was  buried  at  West-  Edward 
minster,  or,  as  Jornalensis  saith,  at  St.  Paul's  church  in  London.  Edmund 
After  his  decease,  the  king  received  Edgar  Ethelinghis  son  as  his  own  lr°n»i^-- 
child,  thinking  to  make  him  his  heir;  but  fearing  partly  the  incon- 
stancy and  mutability  of  the  Englishmen,  partly  the  pride  and  malice  winum, 
of  Harold,  the  son  of  Godwin,  and  of  others  (perceiving  thereby  that  Nl£c  01 
he  could  not  bring  his  purpose  well  to  pass),  he  directed  solemn  am-  J^!^ 
bassadors  unto  William,  duke  of  Normandy,  his  kinsman,  admitting  h™Z'* 

and  assigning  him  to  be  his  lawful  heir,  to  succeed  next  after  him  to  ^Ka. 

the  crovrn. 

After  the  death  of  Godwin,  Harold  his  son  waxed  so  in  the  king's 
favour,  that  he  ruled  the  most  and  greatest  causes  of  the  realm,  and 
was  lieutenant  of  the  king's  army,  who,  with  his  brother  Toston  or 
Tostius  sent  by  the  king  against  the  Welshmen,  subdued  their 

(1)  Ex  Jorn'»). ;  Mtlmesb. ;  PoiyUcr.  ,  F»b.  et  allU. 
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ut'com  reDc^'on*     ^ut  afterwards,  such  envy  grew  between  these  two 
brethren,  because  Tostius  saw  his  brother  Harold  so  greatly  advanced 


a  0    in  the  king's  favour,  that  at  Hertford  Tostius  slew  all  his  brother's 
1056.  men  ;   and  when  he  had  cut  them  in  pieces,  he  powdered  their 
Grureiew  Tlflrters  an<*  mangled  parts  in  barrels  of  salt,  vinegar,  wine,  and 
children  other  liquors.    This  done,  he  made  a  power  against  his  brother 
•dft&v.  Harold,  being  king,  with  the  aid  of  certain  Danes  and  Norwegians, 
and  fought  a  battle  with  him  in  the  North,  as  after  shall  follow 
(God  willing)  to  be  seen.    So  ungracious  were  these  wicked  children 
of  Earl  Godwin,  that  if  they  saw  any  fair  mansion  or  manor-place, 
they  would  slay  the  owner  thereof  with  all  his  kindred,  and  enter 
upon  the  possession  thereof  themselves. 

At  length  it  came  into  the  mind  of  Harold  to  sail  over  the  sea,  as 
Polydore  saith,  unto  Normandy,  to  see  his  brother  Wilmot,  as  also 
his  cousin  Hacus,  whom  the  king  had  sent  thither  to  be  kept  for 
pledges,  as  ye  heard  before.    Polydore  saith,  "  These  pledges  were 
Tostius  and  Hioman but  that  cannot  be,  for  Tostius  was  then  in 
England.    But  as  Henry,  archdeacon  of  Huntingdon,  saith,  his 
journey  was  into  Flanders,  as  seemeth  more  like  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
thought  that  Harold,  who  was  a  doer  in  the  cruel  murder  of  Alfred 
and  of  the  Normans,  would  venture  into  Normandy,  and  therefore 
more  like  it  is,  that  his  sailing  was  into  Flanders,    fiut,  as  the  story 
proceeded),  he,  being  in  the  course  of  sailing,  was  weather-driven  by 
Harold    tempest  into  the  province  of  Pountith,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner, 
thtfvm-  and  sent  to  Duke  William,  of  Normandy,  to  whom  he  was  made  to 
****    swear,  that  he,  in  time  following,  should  marry  his  daughter,  and 
miKTfh    that,  after  the  death  of  King  Edward,  he  should  keep  the  land  of 
wiiiiam  England  to  his  behoof,  according  to  the  will  and  mind  of  Edward, 
tomaxry  m  gome  writers  say,  and  so  live  in  great  honour  and  dignity,  next 

anH*ti,rr'  un*°  wm  m  *ne  rca^m-    '^ms  promise  having  been  faithfully  made 
«<*,»  u»  to  the  duke,  Harold  returneth  to  England,  having  had  his  cousin 
f**'£_fcr  Hacus,  the  son  of  his  brother  Swanus,  delivered  unto  him ;  but 
hoor.      Wilmot,  the  brother  of  Harold,  the  duke  kcepeth  still  for  performance 
of  the  covenants.    Thus  Harold,  I  say,  returning  home,  showeth  the 
king  all  that  he  had  done  in  the  aforesaid  matters,  wherewith  the 
king  was  well  contented.    Whereby  it  may  be  gathered  that  King 
Edward  was  right  willing  that  Duke  William  should  reign  after  him, 
and  also  it  seemeth  not  unlike  but  that  he  had  given  him  his 
promise  thereunto  before. 
ffajf?"     Among  all  that  were  true  and  trusty  to  King  Edward,  among  the 
.  mi  faith-  English  nobility,  none  had  such  commendation  as  had  Leofric,  earl 
irinw.hi"  of  Mcrcia  and  Chester.    This  Leofric  purchased  many  great  liberties 
for  the  town  of  Coventry,  and  made  it  free  of  all  manner  of  tilings, 
except  only  of  horse.    This  freedom  was  obtained  by  means  of  his 
be^'of  Co-        ^0<^ma'  by  riding,  as  the  fame  goeth,  after  a  strange  manner 
through  the  town.    This  Leofric,  with  his  wife  Godina,  builded  also 
the  abbey  of  Coventry,  and  endowed  the  same  with  great  lands 
and  riches. 

You  heard  a  little  before  of  the  coming  over  of  Edward,  called 
the  Outlaw,  son  of  King  Edmund  Ironside,  whom  King  Edward 
had  purposed  to  have  made  king  after  him;  but  soon  after  his 
coining  over,  he  deceased  in  London.    This  Edward  had,  by  his 
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wife  Agatha,  a  son  called  Edgar  Etheling,  and  a  daughter  Margaret,  x<t**rd 
who,  being  afterward  married  to  the  king  of  Scots,  was  the  mother 
of  Matilda,  or  Maud,  queen  of  England,  and  of  David,  king  of  ~X~rJ~ 
Scots.  1005. 

This  virtuous  and  blessed  King  Edward,  after  he  had  reigned  — — 
three  and  twenty  years  and  seven  months,  died,  and  was  buried  in  d«Sh  of 
the  monastery  of  Westminster,  which  he  had  greatly  augmented  and  *ir 
repaired ;  but  afterwards  it  was  more  enlarged  after  the  form  which 
it  hath  now,  by  Henry  III.,  the  son  of  King  John. 

They  that  write  the  history  of  this  king,  here  make  mention  of  a 
dream  or  revelation  that  should  be  showed  to  him  in  time  of  his 
sickness;1  how  that  because  the  peers  and  bishops  of  the  realm 
weTe  servants,  not  of  God,  but  of  the  devil,  God  would  give  this 
realm  to  the  hand  of  others.  And  when  the  king  desired  utterance  to 
be  given  him,  that  he  might  declare  the  same  to  the  people,  whereby 
they  might  repent,  it  was  answered  again,  that  they  would  not 
repent ;  still,  if  they  did,  it  should  not  be  given  to  another  people : 
but  because  it  is  a  dream,  I  let  it  pass. 

Divers  laws  were  before  in  divers  countries  of  this  realm  used,  as 
the  law  first  of  Dunuallo  Molinucius,  with  the  laws  of  Mercia,  called 
Mercenelega :  then  the  laws  of  West  Saxon  kings,  as  of  Ive,  Offa, 
Alfred,  &c,  which  were  called  West  Saxenelega :  the  third  were  the 
laws  of  Canute,  and  of  the  Danes,  called  Danelega.  Of  all  these 
laws,  which  before  were  diversely  in  certain  particular  countries  used 
and  received,  this  Edward  compiled  one  universal  and  common  law 
for  all  people  through  the  whole  realm,  called  King  Edward's  laws ; 
which,  being  gathered  out  of  the  best  and  chiefest  of  the  other  laws, 
were  so  just,  so  equal,  and  so  serving  the  public  profit  and  weal  of 
all  estates,  that  mine  authors  say,  "  The  people  long  after  did  rebel 
against  their  heads  and  rulers,  to  have  the  same  laws  again  (being 
taken  from  them),  and  yet  could  not  obtain  them." 

Furthermore,  I  read  and  find  in  Matthew  Paris,  that  when 


William  the  Conqueror,  at  his  coming  in,  did  swear  to  use  and 
practise  the  same  good  laws  of  Edward,  for  the  common  laws  of  this  £°m  ^ 
realm ;  afterwards  being  established  in  his  kingdom,  he  forswore  war!-* 
himself,  and  placed  his  own  laws  in  their  room,  much  worse  and  S^miEm 
obscurer  than  the  others  were.  them- 

Notwithstanding,  among  the  said  laws  of  Edward,  and  in  the  first 
chapter  and  beginning  thereof,  this  I  find  among 'the  ancient 
records  of  the  Guildhall  in  London: — "The  office  of  a  king,  with 
such  other  appurtenances  as  belong  to  the  realm  of  Britain,'"  set  forth 
and  described  in  the  Latin  style;  which  I  thought  here  not  unmeet 
to  be  expressed  in  the  English  tongue,  for  those  who  understand  no 
Latin.    The  tenor  and  meaning  of  it  is  as  followeth.8 

"  The  king,  because  he  is  the  vicar  of  the  highest  King,  is  appointed  f£1*^ 

of  God  on 

(I)  Ex  Malmeab. :  JorruUen. ;  Hiitoria  Richard!  II.  jtmin  compotiu. 

(J)  Dt  Jwe  ei  append H*  regni  Britannia,  ti  quod  tit  ojlcium  Rtgit.—"  Rex  autem,  quia  vicariui 
•omroi  regit  est,  ad  hoc  cut  constitutui,  ut  regnum  terrenutn  ct  populum  Domini,  et  auper 
•mnia  *ancUm  cjua  veneretur  ecclcsiam  et  re«at,  et  ab  Injurioni*  defendat.  et  male3co»  ab  eo 
•Tfllat  rt  destruat,  et  penitua  dUperdat.  Quod  nl»l  fecerit,  nomen  regit  non  in  eo  ronttabit. 
Veruttj  Papa  Johaiine  teatunte,  nomen  regif  perdit:  cui  Pipinui  et  Carolu*  liliun  e.in*  (nec  dura 

?£Vr^ 

«*£Z<!?r™dJa  et  «sunt  eccletiam  Dei  et  populum  eju., "  ftc.-E*  LibroRcg.  " 
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fheTJn  *°r  ^  puip0*** t0  ™le  ^e  earthly  kingdom,  and  the  Lord's  people, 
/aw.  and,  above  all  things,  to  reverence  his  holy  church,  to  govern  it,  and 
~a7o_  to  defend  it  from  injuries ;  to  pluck  away  wicked  doers,  and  utterly 
1065.  to  destroy  them :  which,  unless  he  do,  the  name  of  a  king  agrecth 

 not  unto  him,  but  he  loseth  the  name  of  a  king,  as  witnesseth  Pope 

John;  to  the  which  pope,  Pepin  and  Charles  his  son  being  not 
yet  kings,  but  princes  under  the  French  king  (not  being  very  wise), 
did  write,  demanding  this  question,  1  Whether  the  kings  of  France 
ought  so  to  continue,  having  but  only  the  name  of  a  king?"1  Unto 
whom  Pope  John  answereth  again,  that  it  was  convenient  to  call 
them  kings,  who  vigilantly  do  defend  and  govern  the  church  of 
God  and  his  people,  following  the  saying  of  King  David,  the  Psalmo- 
graph,  1  He  shall  not  dwell  in  my  house  which  worketh  pride,"'  &c. 
Moreover,  the  king,  by  right  and  by  his  office,  ought  to  defend 
and  conserve  fully  and  wholly,  in  all  ampleness,  without  diminution, 
all  the  lands,  honours,  dignities,  rights,  and  liberties,  of  the  crown  of 
his  kingdom  :  and,  further,  to  reduce  into  their  pristine  state,  all  such 
things  as  have  been  dispersed,  wasted,  and  lost,  which  appertain  to  his 
Limit,  of  kingdom.  Also  the  whole  and  universal  land,  with  all  islands  about 
domkirg  tnc  e&mc  m  Norway  and  Denmark,  be  appertaining  to  the  crown  of 
England,  his  kingdom,  and  be  of  the  appurtenances  and  dignity  of  the  king, 
making  one  monarchy  and  one  kingdom,  which  Sometime  was  called 
the  kingdom  of  the  Britons,  and  now  the  kingdom  of  England  ;  such 
bounds  and  limits  as  are  beforementioned  be  appointed  and  limited 
to  the  name  of  this  kingdom." 

Moreover,  in  the  aforesaid  laws  of  this  King  Edward,  it  followcth 
in  the  same  book,  where  the  said  Edward,  describing  the  office 
The  office  of  a  king,  addeth  in  these  words : — "  A  king,"  saith  he,  "  ought 
d*«rib*S.  aDOve  all  things  to  fear  God,  to  love  and  to  observe  his  com- 
mandments, and  cause  them  to  be  observed  through  his  whole 
kingdom.    He  ought  also  to  keep,  cherish,  maintain,  and  govern 
the  holy  church  within  his  kingdom  with  all  integrity  and  liberty, 
according  to  the  constitutions  of  his  ancestors  and  predecessors,  and 
to  defend  the  same  against  all  enemies,  so  that  God,  above  all  things, 
be  honoured,  and  ever  be  before  his  eyes.    He  ought  also  to  set  up 
good  laws  and  customs,  such  as  be  wholesome  and  approved ;  such 
as  be  otherwise,  to  repeal  them,  and  thrust  them  out  of  his  kingdom. 
Item,  He  ought  to  do  judgment  and  justice  in  his  kingdom,  by  the 
counsel  of  the  nobles  of  his  realm.    All  these  things  ought  a  king  in 
his  own  person  to  do,  taking  his  oath  upon  the  evangelists,  and  the 
blessed  relics  of  saints,  swearing  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  state  of 
his  realm,  as  well  of  the  temporality  as  of  the  spirituality,  before  he 
Thr*«     be  crowned  of  the  archbishops  and  bishops.    Three  servants  the 
Tung1*  king  ought  to  have  under  him  as  vassals :  fleshly  lust,  avarice,  and 
h«?eun°  prccdy  desire ;  whom  if  he  keep  under  as  his  servants  and  slaves,  he 
torfcta    shall  reign  well  and  honourably  in  his  kingdom.   All  things  arc  to 
tion**"    be  done  with  good  advisement  and  premeditation;  and  that  properly 
belongeth  to  a  king.    For  hasty  rashness  bringeth  all  things  to  ruin, 
according  to  the  saying  of  the  gospel,  '  Every  kingdom  divided  in 
itself  shall  be  desolate.' " 

After  the  duty  and  office  of  princes  have  been  thus  described, 
followeth  the  institution  of  subjects,  declared  in  many  good  and 
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necessary  ordinances,  very  requisite  and   convenient  for  public 
government ;  of  which  laws,  William  the  Conqueror  was  compelled,  - — : — 
through  the  clamour  of  the  people,  to  take  some,  but  the  moist  part  "J*" 

he  omitted,  contrary  to  his  own  oath  at  his  coronation,  inserting  and  L. 

placing  the  most  of  his  own  laws  in  his  language,  to  serve  his 
purpose,  and  which  as  yet,  to  this  present  day,  in  the  Norman 
language  do  remain.  Now,  the  Lord  willing,  let  us  proceed  in  the 
story  as  in  order  followeth. 


KING  HAROLD  II.' 

* 

• 

Harold,  the  second  son  of  Earl  Godwin,  ami  last  king  of  the  A.I). 
Saxons,  notwithstanding  that  divers  of  the  nobles  went  with  Edgar  10GG- 
Adding,  the  next  heir  after  Edmund  Ironside,  yet  he,  through 
force  and  might  contemning  the  young  age  of  Edgar,  and  forgetting 
also  his  promise  made  to  Duke  William,  took  upon  him  to  be  king 
of  England,  a.d.  1066.   When  Harold  Harefagcr,  son  of  Canute, 
king  of  Norway  and  Denmark,  heard  of  the  death  of  King  Edward, 
he  came  into  England  with  300  ships  or  more,  who  then  joining  with 
Tostius,  brother  to  the  said  Harold,  king  of  England,  entered  into 
the  north  parts,  and  claimed  the  land  after  the  death  of  Edward. 
But  the  lords  of  the  country  arose,  and  gave  them  battle ;  notwith- 
standing the  Danes  had  the  victory.    Therefore  Harold,  king  Oi 
England,  repaired  towards  them  in  all  haste,  and  gave  them  another 
strong  battle,  and  had  the  victory,  where  also  Harold  the  Dane  was 
slain  by  the  hand  of  Harold  king  of  England ;  and  Tostius  was  also  "!*wrk 
slain  in  the  battle.    After  this  victory,  Harold  waxed  proud  and  dm  »iam. 
covetous,  and  would  not  divide  the  prey  with  his  knights  who  had 
deserved  it,  but  kept  it  to  himself,  whereby  he  lost  the  favour  of 
many  of  his  knights  and  people. 

In  the  mean  time,  William,  duke  of  Normandy,  sent  an  ambas- 
sage  to  Harold,  king  of  England,  admonishing  him  of  the  covenant 
that  was  agreed  between  them  ;  which  was,  to  have  kept  the  land  to 
his  use  after  the  death  of  Edward.  But  because  the  daughter  of 
Duke  William,  who  had  been  promised  to  Harold,  was  dead, 
Harold  thought  himself  thereby  discharged,  and  said,  "That 
such  a  nice  foolish  promise  ought  not  to  be  holde'n  concerning 
another's  land,  without  the  consent  of  the  lords  of  the  same ;  and 
especially  because  he  was  thereunto,  for  need  or  for  dread,  com- 
pelled." 

Upon  these  answers  received,  Duke  William,  in  the  mean  time.  The  m* 
while  the  messengers  went  and  came,  gathered  his  knights  and  blnn«\o 
prepared  his  navy,  and  had  the  assent  of  the  lords  of  his  land  to  aid  "'.'Ji" 

i  •  •       •  •  ajl-1       i  r,  William 

and  assist  him  in  nis  journey.  And  besides  that,  sending  unto  Home  for  a  boon 
to  Pope  Alexander  concerning  his  title  and  voyage  into  England,  imoEns- 
the  pope  confirmed  him  as  to  the  same,  and  sent  unto  him  a  banner, land  * 
willing  him  to  bear  it  in  the  ship  wherein  himself  should  sail.  Thus 
Duk(5  William,  being  purveyed  of  all  things  concerning  his  journey, 

(I)  Edition  1563.  p.  12.    Ed.  15M,  p.  1C6.    Ed.  1596,  p.  150.    Ed.  1084,  vol.  i.  p.  186  — Eo. 
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Harold 


William 
landt-th  at 


sped  him  to  the  sea-side,  and  took  shipping  at  the  haven  of  St. 
Valcry,  where  he  tarried  a  long  time  ere  he  might  have  a  convenient 
1066  wind,  on  which  account  his  soldiers  murmured,  saying,  "  It  was  a 
woodness,1  and  a  thing  displeasing  God,  to  desire  to  have  another 
man's  kingdom  by  strength ;  and,  namely,  when  God  was  against  it 
by  sending  contrary  wind."  At  last  the  wind  shortly  after  came 
about,  and  they  took  shipping  with  a  great  company,  and  landed  at 
Hastings,  in  Sussex. 

For  three  causes  Duke  William  entered  this  land  to  subdue 
Harold.  One  was,  for  that  it  was  to  him  given  by  King  Edward, 
his  nephew.  The  second  was  to  take  wreak  for  the  cruel  murder  of 
his  nephew  Alfred,  King  Edward's  brother,  and  of  the  Normans, 
which  deed  he  ascribed  chiefly  to  Harold.  The  third  was,  to 
revenge  the  wrong  done  to  Robert,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who 
was  exiled  by  the  means  and  labour  of  Harold,  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward. 

Thus,  while  Harold  was  in  the  north,  Duke  William  made  so 
great  speed,  that  he  came  to  London  before  the  king ;  out  of  which 
he  was  holden,  till  he  made  good  surety  that  he  and  his  people 
should  pass  through  the  city  without  tarrying;  which  promise  he 
well  observing,  passed  the  bridge,  and  went  over  to  Sussex,  from 
whence  he  sent  a  monk  unto  Harold,  and  proffered  him  three 
JJJJJ    manner  of  ways.    First,  either  to  render  to  him  the  possession  of 
fired  t*  ^C  'an(^  an<*  80  to  toke  it  again  of  him  under  tribute,  reigning  under 
H&roMby  him  ;  secondly,  or  else  to  abide  and  stand  to  the  pope's  arbitrament 
WiiHam.  L^t^t  them  both ;  or,  thirdly,  to  defend  this  quarrel  in  his  own 
person  against  the  duke,  and  they  two  only  to  try  the  matter  by 
dint  of  sword,  without  any  other  bloodshedding. 

But  Harold  refused  all  these  offers,  saying,  "It  should  be  tried 
by  dint  of  swords,  and  not  by  one  sword;"  and  so  gathered  his 
people  and  joined  battle  with  the  Normans,  in  the  place  where 
«fi>t  afterward  was  builded  the  Abbey  of  Battle  in  Sussex.    In  the 


them*  beginning  of  this  fight,  the  Englishmen  kept  them  in  good  array 
likely  to  vanquish  the  Normans  ;  wherefore  Duke  William  caused 
his  men  to  give  back,  as  though  they  fled,  whereupon  the  Englishmen 
followed  fast,  and  broke  their  array.  Then  the  Normans,  fiercely 
giving  a  charge  upon  them,  in  conclusion  obtained  the  victory 
through  the  just  providence  of  God.  On  which  occasion  King 
Harold,  who  before  had  so  cruelly  murdered  Alfred,  the  true  heir  of 
the  crown,  with  his  company  of  Normans,  was  now  wounded  of  the 
Normans  in  the  left  eye  with  an  arrow,  and  thereof  incontinent 
died ;  although  Gerardus  saith  he  fled  away  to  Chester,  and  lived 
after  that,  a  monk  in  the  monastery  of  St.  James.  This,  however, 
Kim  Ha  is  not  likely,  but  rather  that  he  was  there  slain,  after  he  had 
reigned  nine  months,  and  was  buried  at  Waltham,  which  proveth 
that  he  died  not  at  Chester ;  and  so  was  he  the  last  that  reigned  in 
England  of  the  blood  of  Saxons,  which  continued  to  reckon  from 
Hengist's  first  reign  in  Kent,  by  the  space  of  591  years;  and  if 
it  be  reckoned  from  the  years  of  the  West  Saxons,  then  it  endured 
the  space  of  565  years. 

This  Duke  William  and  King  Edward  were  by  the  fathers  side 

(1)  '«Wilfulnc.t--Eo. 


rolJ  .lain. 
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cousin-gennans  removed :  for  Richard,  the  first  of  that  name,  who 
was  the  third  duke  of  Normandy  after  Rollo,  was  father  to  Duke 
Richard,  the  second  of*  that  name,  and  brother  to  Emma,  mother  to  Contan- 
King  Edward,  which  Duke  Richard  II.  was  father  to  Duke  Robert,  glSt 
this  Duke  William's  father.  SfJS* 

Albeit  in  this  matter  some  others  may  gather  otherwise  and  better  wubani 
perchance,  yet,  if  I  may  say  what  I  think,  verily  I  suppose,  that  que™?11 
consanguinity  is  not  so  much  the  cause  why  God  of  his  unknown 
judgments  suffered  the  Normans  here  to  prevail,  as  was  rather  the 
cruel  murder  of  Alfred  and  of  the  innocent  Normans,  wrought  by 
the  cruel  despight  of  Harold  and  the  Englishmen,  as  is  before  Murder 
declared,  which  merciless  murder  God  here  justly  in  this  conquest  JJJJJJj 
recompensed. 

Now  it  rcmaineth  to  these  foreign  affairs  of  kings  and  princes,  to  a.d.io!2. 
add  something  concerning  the  continuation  of  the  archbishops  of  Arehbi- 
Canterbiiry,  beginning  where  we  left  off,  that  is,  with  Elphege,  {JX^ 
whom  we  declared  a  little  before  to  have  been  stoned  by  the  Danes  bur*- 
at  Greenwich.1  After  Elphege  next  succeeded  Lining,  and  after  him 
Egelnoth,  also  abovemcntioncd.    Then  Robert,  a  Norman,  a  great 
doer,  as  is  declared,  about  King  Edward,  and  a  faithful  counsellor 
unto  him,  but  he  abode  not  long.    After  whom  Stigand  invaded  the  A.D.1052. 
see,  as  thev  report,  by  simony,  being  both  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
bishop  of  Winchester,  and  also  abbot  in  another  place,  wherein  he 
continued  a  great  space,  gathering  and  heaping  goods  together ;  till 
at  length  Duke  William  put  him  in  prison,  and  there  kept  him,  A.D.1070. 
placing  in  his  room  Lanfranc,  a  Lombard,  of  whom  more  shall  follow, 
Christ  willing,  hereafter  to  be  declared. 

•Whereupon2  comcth  the  latter  age  of  the  church.    Here  now  be-  Decay 
ginneth  the  fresh  flowering  blood  of  the  church  to  faint,  and  strength  °^J^h 
to  fail,  oppressed  with  cold  humours  of  worldly  pomp,  avarice,  and 
tyranny  ;  here  now  cometh  in  blind  superstition,  with  cloaked  hypo- 
crisy, armed  with  rigorous  laws,  and  cruel  murdering  of  saints  ;  here 
cometh  in  the  order  and  name  of  cardinals,  whose  name  was  not 
heard  of  before  the  time  1030  years  after  Christ,  growing  up  in  such 
excess  and  riches,  that  some  of  them  now  have  two,  some  three  hun- 
dred benefices  at  once.   Here  cometh  in  four  orders  of  friars  ;  here 
the  supremacy  of  Rome  raged  in  his  ruff,  which  being  once  established 
in  the  consciences  of  men,  the  power  of  all  other  christian  princes 
did  quake  and  decay,  for  dread  of  the  pope's  interdict,  suspense,  and 
excommunication,  which  they  feared  no  less  than  Christ's  own  sentence 
from  heaven.    Thus  the  Roman  bishop,  under  the  title  of  St.  Peter, 
doing  what  he  lusted,  and  princes  not  daring  that  which  was  right ; 
in  the  mean  while  the  people  of  Christ  were  miserably  governed  and 
abused,  especially  here  in  England  and  Scotland,  as  in  this  history, 
Christ  so  permitting,  shall  appear.    For  here  then  came  in  tyranny 
without  mercy,  pomp  and  ambition  without  measure,  error  and  blind- 
ness without  knowledge,  articles  and  canons  without  number,  avarice 
without  end,  impropriations,  abalicnations,  reservations,  vowsons,  or 


3!  tuXHi*  in  single  MterUki  U  an  extract  from  Ibe  edition  of  Foxe  of  15fiJ,  p.  10,  and 
ii  entitled  "The  Third  Age  of  the  Church.»-ED. 
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Ecri»h$-  expectations  of  benefices,  translations  of  cathedral  churches,  contri- 
njT.L  butions,  annuities,  Petershots  (as  in  our  old  chronicles  they  arc 
—  tenned),  preventions  of  patronage,  bulls,  indulgences,  and  cases 
proved-  papal;  with  innumerable  other  grievances  and  proud  proceedings  of  the 
the Vo    Romish  prelates,  wherewith  they  brought  all  realms,  with  their  princes, 
latei1"*"  underneath  their  girdles ;  insomuch  that  the  emperors,  at  length, 
could  not  take  their  crown  but  by  the  pope's  grace  and  license :  and 
if  any  did  otherwise,  the  pope's  ban  1  was  ready  either  to  depose  him, 
or  to  stir  up  civil  war  against  him.    Then  began  corruption  to  enter 
and  increase ;  then  turned  the  gold  and  good  metal  into  dross  and 
filthincss ;  then  quenched  the  clear  light  of  the  gospel ;  the  book  of 
God's  word  obscured  in  a  dark  tongue,  which  book  King  Athelstan 
before  caused  to  be  translated  from  Hebrew  into  English,  a.d.  930 ; 
then  shepherds  and  watchmen  became  wicked  wolves,  Christ's  friends 
changed  into  enemies.    To  be  short,  then  came  in  the  time  that  the 
Revelation  speakcth  of,  when  Satan,  the  old  serpent,  being  tied  up 
for  a  thousand  years,  was  loosed  for  a  certain  space,  of  the  which 
space,  here,  in  these  books,  by  the  help  and  supportation  of  Christ 
our  Lord,  we  intend  something  to  entreat  and  speak  of,  though  not 
of  all  things  in  general  done  in  all  places,  yet  that  such  things  as  be 
most  principal  may  come  to  light,  the  knowledge  whereof  shall  be 
necessary  for  all  our  countrymen  to  understand.* 

Although  the  church  of  Christ  and  the  state  of  religion,  first 
founded  and  grounded  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  did  not  altogether 
and  continually  remain  in  its  primitive  perfection  wherein  it  was  first 
instituted,  but  in  process  of  time  began  from  better  to  worse,  to 
ermine  decrease  and  decline  into  much  superstition  and  inconvenience,  partly 
jDJrt     through  the  coming  in  of  Mahomet,  a.d.  612,  partly  through  the 
increase  of  wealth  and  riches,  and  partly  through  the  decrease  of 
knowledge  and  diligence  in  such  as  should  be  the  guides  of  Christ's 
flock ;  vet  the  infection  and  corruption  of  that  time,  though  it  were 
great,  did  not  so  abound  in  such  excessive  measure  as  afterwards  in 
the  other  later  times  now  following,  about  the  thousand  years  expired 
a  d.iooo.  after  Christ,  whereof  we  have  to  treat,  Christ  so  permitting;  about 
which  time  and  year  came  Sylvester  II.  who  next  succeeded  after 
Gregory  V.  already  mentioned,  and  occupied  the  see  of  Rome 
about  a.d.  1000,  lacking  one  or  two. 
p«p«  syi-    This  Sylvester  was  a  sorcerer,  who,  after  the  manner  of  those  who 
•'ouf     ttotU.  by  familiars,  as  they  call  them,  and  by  conjuration,  compacted 
*orc«rer.  ^rith  the  devil  to  be  made  pope  ;  and  so  he  was,  through  the 
operation  of  Satan,  according  to  his  request,  which  thing,  some 
histories  say,  he  did  greatly  repent  before  his  death  ;  but  for  a  more 
ample  declaration  hereof,  I  will  bring  in  the  words  of  Johannes  Stella, 
a  V  enctian,  translated  from  Latin  into  English,  concerning  the  6aid 
Sylvester,  to  the  intent  that  our  enchanters  and  sorcerers  now-a-days, 
of  whom  there  be  too  many  in  England,  may  the  better,  through  his 
example,  be  admonished.  The  words  of  Stella  be  these,  agreeing  also 
a.  d.  S99.  "with  the  narration  of  Benno,  Plat  inn,  and  many  others.'  "  Gibcrt,  a 
Frenchman,  called  Sylvester  II.,  being  pope,  sat  in  his  papacy  four 

(1)  The  popr'n  ban  -  a  public  proclamation :  thut,  "  bannt  of  marriage."   It  It  u«cd  mnrc  com* 
isonly  in  a  bad  tcnuc,  at  in  Shaitpcare.  and  meant  to  curte,  protcribe,  excommunicate. — I  o 

(2)  Johannes  Stella.  I'latlua,  IVtrut  Pncniontlnteuiit,  Nauclei-ut,  Amoniuut.  Robert ut  Barout. 
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years,  one  month,  and  eight  days.  He  entered  into  his  papacy 
through  wicked  and  unlawful  means,  who  from  his  youth  being  a  «/"»>'• 
monk,  and  leaving  his  monastery,  gave  himself  wholly  to  the  devil,  to 
obtain  what  he  required.  And  first  coming  to  Hispalis,  a  city  in 
Spain,  he  there  applied  to  his  book,  and  profited  therein  so  much  that 
he  was  made  doctor,  having  amongst  his  auditors,  Otho  the  emperor  s 
son,  Robert  the  French  king,  Lotharius  archbishop  of  Senon,  with 
divers  others ;  by  whose  advancement  he  was  promoted,  first  to  be 
bishop  of  Rhcims,  then  bishop  of  Ravenna,  and  at  last,  through  the 
operation  of  Satan,  he  was  exalted  to  the  papacy  of  Rome,  upon  this 
condition,  that  after  his  death  he  should  give  himself  to  the  devil,  by 
whose  procurement  he  came  to  that  promotion.  Upon  a  certain  time 
he  demanded  an  answer  of  the  devil,  how  long  he  should  enjoy  his 
popedom.  To  whom  he  answered  again,  *  Until  thou  say  mass  in 
Jerusalem  thou  shalt  live.''  At  length,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
popedom,  saying  mass  at  Lent-time  in  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
being  called  then  Jerusalem,  he  there  knew  the  time  was  come  when  he 
should  die.  Whereupon,  being  struck  with  repentance,  he  confessed 
his  fault  openly  before  the  people,  desiring  them  to  cut  his  body  all 
in  pieces  (being  so  seduced  by  deceits  of  the  devil)  ;  and  thus,  being 
hewn  in  pieces,  that  they  would  lay  it  upon  a  cart,  and  bury  it 
wheresoever  the  horses  would  carry  it  of  their  accord.  And  so  the 
saying  is,  that  by  the  providence  of  God  (whereby  the  wicked  may 
learn,  that  there  is  yet  hope  of  remission  with  God,  so  that  they  will 
repent  them  in  their  life),  the  horses  of  their  own  accord  stayed  at  the 
church  of  Lateran,  and  there  he  was  buried  where  commonly,  by  a.d.ioos. 
the  rattling  of  his  bones  within  the  tomb,  is  portended  the  death  of 
popes,  as  the  common  report  goeth.""  Thus  much  out  of  Johannes 
Stella  concerning  Sylvester,  by  whom  our  sorcerers  and  enchanters, 
or  magicians,  may  learn  to  beware  of  the  deceitful  operation  of  Satan,  mm 
who  in  the  end  deceivcth  and  frustrateth  all  them  that  have  to  do 
with  him,  as  the  end  of  all  such  doth  declare  commonly,  who  use  the 
like  art  or  trade.  The  Lord  and  God  of  all  mercy,  through  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus,  our  Redeemer,  dissolve  the  works  of  Satan,  and 
preserve  the  hearts  of  our  nobles,  and  all  other  Englishmen,  from 
such  infection  !  Amen. 

After  Sylvester  succeeded  John  XIX.  by  whom  was  brought  in,  The 
as  Volateran  saith,  the  feast  of  All  Souls,  a.d.  1004,  through  the 
means  and  instigation  of  one  Odilo,  abbot  of  Cluniack,  to  be  cele-  {^?ht 
brated  next  after  the  feast  of  All  Saints.  This  monk  Odilo,  thinking  Pope 
that  purgatory,  as  he  heard,  should  be  in  the  Mount  Etna,  dreamed  xix.  nr 
upon  a  time,  in  the  country  of  Sicily,  that  he,  by  his  masses,  had  xm 
delivered  divers  souls  from  thence  :  saying  moreover,  "  That  he  did 
hear  the  voices  and  lamentations  of  devils,  crying  out  for  that  the 
souls  were  taken  from  them  by  the  masses  and  funeral  dirges.""  1  Not 
Jong  after  him,  came  John  XX.  and  Sergius  IV.,  after  whom  sue-  A.n.1012. 
ceeded  Benedict  VIII.,  and  then  John  XXI.,  who  being  promoted 
by  art  magic  of  Theophylact  his  nephew,  GTatian,  Brazutus,  and 
other  sorcerers,  brought  in  first  the  fast  of  the  even  of  John  Baptist 
and  St.  Lawrence.     After  him  followed  Pope  Benedict  IX.,  also  A.D.K33. 

(!)  F.x  Joh.mnc  Stella.  W  Ex  Bakcnthorpa.  in  prologo.  hr.  lib. 
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'•Sjjf  aspiring  to  his  papacy  by  like  magic,  practising  enchantments  and 
afain.  conjuration  in  woods,  after  a  horrible  manner ;  who  resisted  the 
Emperor  Henry  III.  son  to  Conrad,  and  placed  in  his  room  Peter 
the  king  of  Hungary,  with  this  verse — 

"  Petra  dedit  Romam  Petro,  tibi  Papa 


a.d.1044.  Afterwards,  for  rear  of  Henry  prevailing  in  battle,  he  was  fain  to  sell 
his  scat  to  his  successor,  Gratian,  called  Gregory  VI.,  for  1500/.  At 
this  time  there  were  three  popes  together  in  Rome,  reigning  and 
No  pope  raging  one  against  another;  Benedict  IX.,  Sylvester  I II.,  and  Gre- 
'h<!£n    gory  VI. ;  for  which  cause  Henry,  sirnamed  Niger,  the  emperor, 
confl^*  coming  to  Rome,  displaced  these  three  monsters  at  one  time,  placing 
tionof  the  instead  of  them  Clement  II.,  and  thereupon  enacting  that  no  bishop 
tmperor.  ^  Rome  should  henceforth  be  chosen,  but  by  the  consent  and  con- 
a.d.1046.  firmation  of  the  emperor.    This  constitution,  though  it  was  both 
agreeable,  and  also  necessary  for  the  public  tranquillity  of  that  city, 
the  cardinals  would  not  suffer  long  to  stand,  but  did  impugn  it  after- 
ward by  subtle  practice  and  open  violence,  as  in  process,  the  Lord 
permitting,  shall  appear  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  and  Henry  V. 
In  the  time  of  this  Clement,  the  Romans  made  an  oath  to  the 
emperor  concerning  the  election  of  the  bishops,  that  they  would 
themselves  intermeddle  no  further  therein,  but  as  the  assent  of  the 
emperor  should  go  withal.    Howbeit  the  emperor  departing  thence 
into  Germany  again,  by  and  by  they  forgat  their  oath,  and  within 
nine  months  after  poisoned  the  bishop,  which  deed  some  impute 
a.d.1048.  to  Stephen,  his  successor,  called  Damasus  II.    Others  impute  it  to 
Brazutus,  who,  as  histories  record,  within  thirteen  years  poisoned 
six  popes;  that  is,  Clement  II.,  Damasus  II.,  Leo  IX.,  Victor  II., 
Stephen  IX.,  and  Nicholas  II. 

Thus  Clement  being  poisoned,  after  him  succeeded  Damasus  II., 
elected  neither  by  consent  of  the  people,  nor  of  the  emperor,  but  by 
force  and  invasion ;  who  also  within  twenty-three  days  being  poisoned, 
a. d.i <M9.  a.d.  1049,  much  contention  and  striving  began  in  Rome  about  the 
papal  seat ;  whereupon  the  Romans,  through  the  counsel  of  the 
cardinal,  sent  to  the  aforesaid  emperor,  desiring  him  to  give  them  a 
bishop :  and  so  he  did,  whose  name  was  Bruno,  an  Almain,  and 
bishop  of  Cologne,  afterward  called  Leo  IX.  This  Bruno,  being  a 
simple  man,  and  easily  to  be  led  by  evil  counsel,  coming  from  the 
emperor  towards  Rome  in  his  pontifical  apparel  like  a  pope,  there 
meeteth  him  by  the  way  the  abbot  of  Cluniack,  and  Hildcbrand  a 
monk,  who  seeing  him  so  in  his  pontificalibus,  began  to  rate  him, 
laying  to  his  charge,  that  he  would  so  take  his  authority  of  the 
emperor,  and  not  rather  of  the  clergy  of  Rome  and  the  people 
thereof,  as  other  his  predecessors  were  wont  to  do ;  and  so  counselled 
him  to  lay  down  that  apparel,  and  to  enter  in  with  his  own  habit,  till 
he  had  his  election  by  them.  Bruno,  following  their  counsel,  and 
confessing  his  fault  before  the  clergy  of  Rome,  obtained  their  favour, 
and  so  was  nominated  Leo.  IX.,  whereby  Hildcbrand  was  made  a 
cardinal,  and  put  in  high  room.  Under  this  Pope  Leo  wore  two 
councils,  one  kept  at  Vercelli,  where  the  doctrine  of  Berengarius 
against  the  real  substance  in  the  sacrament  was  first  condemned, 
although  Berengarius  yet  recanted  not,  which  nevertheless  was  done 
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after  in  the  Council  of  Lateran,  under  Nicholas  II.  a.d.  1060  ;  the  SeeJ^M' 
other  was  kept  at  Moguntia,  where,  amongst  many  other  decrees,  it  again. 
was  enacted,  That  priests  should  be  utterly  excluded  and  debarred  council  or 
from  marriage.     Item,  that  no  layman  might  give  benefice  or  ul2£|D~ 
bishopric,  or  any  spiritual  promotion,1  &c. 

This  Leo  IX.  being  at  Worms  with  the  emperor  on  Christmas- 
day,  did  excommunicate  the  sub-deacon;  because  in  reading  the 
epistle,  he  did  it  not  in  the  Roman  tune,  he  being  there  present. 
'1  he  archbishop,  moved  therewith,  departed  from  the  altar  (being 
then  at  mass)  saying,  He  would  not  proceed  any  further  in  his 
service  unless  his  sub-deacon  was  restored,  whereupon  the  pope 
commanded  him  to  be  released,  and  so  they  went  forward  in  their 


After  the  death  of  Leo,  whom  Brazutus  poisoned  the  first  year  of  a.d.i«*. 
his  popedom,  Theophylactus  did  strive  to  be  pope : 8  but  Hildebrand, 
to  defeat  him,  went  to  the  emperor  (partly  also  being  sent  by  the 
Romans  for  fear  of  the  emperor  s  displeasure),  who  assigned  another 
bishop,  a  German,  called  Victor  II.    This  Victor  holding  a  council  councilor 
at  Florence,  deposed  divers  bishops  and  priests  for  simony  and  nortnt*- 
fornication :  for  simony,  in  that  tney  took  of  secular  men  their 
dignities  for  money  ;  for  fornication,  in  that,  contrary  to  their  canon, 
they  were  married,  &c.    The  second  year  of  his  papacy,  and.  little 
more,  this  pope  also  followed  his  predecessors,  being  poisoned  by  the  A.D.1057. 
aforesaid  Brazutus,  through  the  procurement  of  Hildebrand  and  his 
master. 

Here  now  began  the  church  and  clergy  of  Rome  to  wring  out  of 
the  emperors  hand  the  election  of  the  pope :  electing  Stephen  IX. 
for  pope,  contrary  to  their  oath,  and  to  the  emperor's  assignment.  The 
Here  was  the  church  of  Milan  first  brought  to  obedience  of  the  Siianhof 
Romish  church  by  this  Stephen  IX.  bishop  of  Rome ;  who  also  JJJL^j 
shamed  not  to  accuse  the  emperor  Henry  (of  whom  mention  is  made  £^cruvr 


before)  of  heresy,  for  minishing  the  authority  of  the  Roman  see.  So 
this  was  their  heresy  at  that  time,  not  to  maintain  the  ambitious  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Romish  prelate ;  and  simony  they  called  this,  to  take 
and  enjoy  any  spiritual  living  at  a  secular  man's  hand.  Wherefore 
Stephen  hearing  this  simony  to  reign  in  divers  places,  namely,  in  the 
churches  of  Burgundy  and  Italy,  sent  forth  the  cardinal  Hildebrand 
to  reform  the  matter,  who  was  no  less  earnest  in  that  kind  of  com- 
mission to  help  the  matter  forward. 

In  the  mean  time,  Stephen  the  pope  tasting  of  Brazutus's  cup  fell  mide- 
sick.    Hildebrand,  hearing  that,  applieth  home,  with  all  speed.  SSf" 
So  being  returned  to  Rome,  he  assembleth  all  the  companies  and  to  ,tir- 
orders  of  the  clergy  together,  making  them  to  swear  that  they  would 
admit  none  to  be  bishop,  but  who  should  be  appointed  by  the  public 
consent  of  them  altogether.    This  being  done,  Hildebrand  taketh 
his  journey  into  Florence,  to  fetch  the  bishop  of  Florence,  to  install 
him  bishop ;  the  clergy  swearing  unto  him  that  no  bishop  should  be 
ordained  before  his  return  again.    But  the  people  of  Rome,  not 
suffering  the  election  to  stand  so  long  after  the  death  of  Stephen,  a.d.ioss. 
elected  one  of  their  own  city,  called  Benedict  X.  Hildebrand, 


(I)  N.uclenw  Criwtz.  (J)  Alb.  Craut*.  Saxo.  lib.  ir.  cap.  «. 
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Bettuuu-  hearing  of  this,  was  not  a  little  offended ;  wherefore,  returning  to 
afrurt.  Rome  with  one  Gerhard,  bishop  of  Florence,  he  caused  the  clergy 

 to  proceed  to  a  new  election,  saying,  "  That  Benedict  was  not 

lawfully  called,  but  came  in  by  force  and  bribing."    But  the  cleigy, 
not  daring  to  attempt  any  new  election  at  Rome,  went  to  Sens,  and 
there  elected  this  Gerhard,  bishop  of  Florence,  whom  Hilclebrand 
Two      brought  with  him.    So  were  two  popes  in  Rome  together:  but 
Pher'Ju  Gerhard,  named  Nicholas  II.,  holding  a  council  at  Sutrium,  through 
Rome.    tjie  }iejp  0f  Duke  Godfrid  and  Guibert,  and  other  bishops  about  Italy, 
caused  the  other  pope  to  be  deposed.  Benedict,  understanding  them 
Benedict  to  be  set  against  him  through  the  means  of  Hildebrand,  unpoped 
gggg  himself,  and  went  to  Velitras;  living  there  more  quietly  than  he 

would  have  done  at  Rome. 
The  rIom     Here  is  to  be  noticed  by  the  way  the  error  of  the  gloss  upon  the 
three  and  twentieth  distinction,  which  falsely  allegeth  out  of  the 
«7med    chronicles,  that  Benedict  X.  who  succeeded  Stephen,  was  deposed  ; 
after  whom  came  Johannes,  bishop  of  Sabine,  for  money,  and  he 
again  was  deposed.    Benedict  was  then  restored,  and  afterwards 
displaced  again,  and  then  Johannes,  archdeacon,  4  ad  portam  latinam,1 
was  made  pope,  and  he  again  deposed  by  the  emperor ;  and  all  this 
within  one  year :  which  history  neither  is  found  in  any  chronicle,  nor 
agreeth  upon  any  Benedict,  save  only  that  Benedict  IX.  who  was 
deposed,  and  then  reigned  three  popes  together  :  Benedict  IX. 
Sylvester  III.  and  Gregory  VI.,  who  before  was  called  Johannes  ad 
portam  latinam,  whom  the  emperor  deposed.    But  that  Benedict 
neither  was  the  tenth,  neither  did  he  succeed  Pope  Stephen,  as  the 
gloss  recordeth.  Nicholas  thus  being  set  up  without  the  mind  cither 
of  the  emperor  or  of  the  people  of  Rome,  after  his  fellow-pope  was 
driven  away,  brake  up  the  synod  of  Sutrium,  and  came  to  Rome, 
Councilor  where  he  assembled  another  council,  called  Concilium  Latcranum ;  in 
uteran.  which  council  first  was  promulgated  the  terrible  sentence  of  excommu- 
a.d.1039.  nication  mentioned  in  the  decrees,  and  that  beginneth,  "  In  nomine 
Domini  nostri,"  &c.'    The  effect  whereof  is  this :  first,  that  he,  after, 
a  subtle  practice,  as  far  and  as  plainly  as  he  durst  speak,  undcr- 
mineth  the  emperor's  jurisdiction,  and  transferreth  to  a  few  cardinals 
and  certain  Catholic  persons,  the  full  authority  of  choosing  the  pope. 
Secondly,  against  all  such  as  do  creep  into  the  seat  of  Peter  by 
money  or  favour,  without  the  full  consent  of  the  cardinals,  he  thun- 
Ajembto  dcreth  with  terrible  blasts  of  excommunication,  accursing  them  and 
Nk*hoU».  their  children  with  devils,  as  wicked  persons,  to  the  anger  of  Al- 
mighty God,  giving  also  authority  and  power  to  cardinals,  with  the 
clergy  and  laity,  to  depose  all  such  persons,  and  call  a  council-general, 
wheresoever  they  will,  against  them. 
Bercn-       Item,  in  the  said  Council  of  Latcran,  under  Pope  Nicholas  II., 
driven  to  Berengarius  Andegavensis,  an  archdeacon,  was  driven  to  the  recanta- 
thjn.nU   ^on  °*  ms  doctrine,  denying  the  real  substance  of  Christ's  holv  body 
and  blood  to  be  in  the  sacrament,  otherwise  than  sacramentally  and 
in  mystery. 

T«njub-  In  the  same  council  also  was  hatched  and  invented  the  new-found 
t'ion1      device  and  term  of 14 


(1)  DUt.  23  cap.  14  In  nomine, ""fire. 
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It  were  too  long  here  to  declare  the  confederation  betwixt  this  EecUtia*. 
Nicholas  and  Robert  Guiscard,  whom  this  pope  (contrary  to  all  right 
and  good  law,  displacing  the  right  heir)  made  duke  of  Apulia,  Ca- 
kbria,  Sicily,  and  captain-general  of  St.  Peter  s  lands  ;  that  through 
\ns  force  of  arms  and  violence  he  might  the  better  subdue  all  such  as 
should  rebel,  to  his  obedience ;  and  so  did.1   Now  let  all  men,  who  be 
godly  wise,  judge  and  understand  how  this  standeth  with  the  doctrine 
of  Christ,  the  example  of  Peter,  or  the  spirit  of  a  christian  bishop,  by 
outward  arms  and  violence  to  conquer  christian  men  and  countries, 
under  the  obedience  of  a  bishop's  see.1    Thus  Pope  Nicholas  II., 
well  answering  to  his  Greek  name,  by  might  and  force  continued 
three  years  and  a  half ;  but,  at  length,  he  met  with  Brazutuss  cup,  a.d.iocj 
and  so  turned  up  his  heels.' 

At  the  beginning  of  this  Nicholas,  or  somewhat  before,  about 
a.d.  1057,  Henry  IV.,  after  the  decease  of  Henry  III.,  was  made  niecm- 
emperor,  being  but  a  child,  and  reigned  fifty  years  ;  but  not  without  ffj,"^ 
great  molestation  and  much  disquietness,  and  all  through  the  ungra-  1V- 
cious  wickedness  of  Hilde  brand,  as  hereafter  (the  Lord  so  permitting) 
shall  be  declared. 

Here,  by  the  way,  comcth  to  be  noted  an  example,  whereby  all 
princes  may  learn  and  understand  how  the  pope  is  to  be  handled, 
whosoever  looketh  to  have  any  goodness  at  his  hand.  If  a  man  stand 
in  fear  of  his  curse,  he  shall  be  made  his  slave ;  but  if  he  be  despised 
of  you,  you  shall  have  him  as  you  list.  For  the  poj^'s  curse  may  The 
well  be  compared  to  Domitians  thunder :  if  a  man  give  car  to  the 
noise  and  crack,  it  seemeth  a  terrible  thing ;  but  if  you  consider  the  f^^1 
causes  and  effect  thereof,  it  is  a  most  vain  ridicule.  tw» 

In  the  reign  of  this  Nicholas,  a.d.  1060,  Aldred,  bishop  of  Wor-  thundcr 
cestcr,  after  the  decease  of  Kinsius,  his  predecessor,  was  made 
archbishop  of  York ;  who,  coming  to  Rome  with  Tostius,  carl  of 
Northumberland,  for  his  pall,  as  the  manner  was,  could  not  obtain  it, 
but  was  deprived  of  all  his  dignity,  for  some  default  (I  cannot  tell 
what)  in  his  answer ;  and  furthermore,  after  his  return  home,  was 
spoiled  of  all  that  he  brought  with  him.  Whereupon,  he  return- 
ing again  to  Rome  with  Tostius,  the  aforesaid  carl,  there  made 
his  complaint,  but  could  not  be  heard,  till  Tostius,  a  man  of  stout  To.th,. 
courage,  taking  the  matter  in  hand,  told  the  pope  to  his  face,  "  That  Sh™'"1" 
that  curse  of  his  was  not  to  be  feared  in  far  countries,  which  his  own  p001'- 
neighbours,  yea,  and  most  vile  vagabonds,  derided  and  despised  at 
home.*1  Wherefore  he  required  the  pope  cither  to  restore  Aldred 
again  to  his  goods  lost,  or  else  that  it  should  be  known  that  they  were 
lost  through  his  means  and  subtilty.  And,  furthermore,  it  would 
come  to  pass  that  the  king  of  England  hearing  this  would  debar  him 
of  St.  Peter's  tribute,  taking  it  for  a  great  shame  to  him  and  his 
realm,  if  Aldred  should  come  from  Rome  both  deprived  of  dignity, 
and  spoiled  also  of  his  goods,  &c.  In  fine,  the  pope  thus  persuaded 
by  the  argument  of  his  purse,  was  content  to  send  home  Aldred  with 
his  pall,  according  to  his  request. 

fl)  tfanrjertu,  Platina.  Knea*  SIIyIiu. 

(V  "  I'oUntia  Papa*  ooartiva"  itamlcth  not  with  the  gospel. 

f  J)  The  doctrine  of  the  Nicolaitann  it  supposed  flr»t  to  have  been  taught  by  Nirhohu,  one  of  the 
•eren  deacon..  Ancient  writer,  agree  in  a»cribiiig  to  them  what  our  author  aecim  d's^'1  to 
ascribe  to  Pope  Nicholas  II.  namely,  the  groaaeat  kinds  of  immorality.  See  buacbiua,  fccci.  mai. 
lit*,  in.  c  26.— Ed. 
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*  luff*  After  the  death  of  Nicholas,  the  Lombards  being  oppressed  before 
again,  by  Pope  Nicholas,  and  brought  under  fear,  were  the  more  desirous, 
~—  and  thought  it  good  to  have  a  bishop  of  their  company,  and  so  elected 
the  bishop  of  Parma,  called  Cadolus,  to  be  pope :  sending  to  the 
c«doJu*,»  emperor,  and  desiring  his  favour  and  support  therein;  for  the  election 
made  '  of  the  pope  (said  they)  most  properly  appertained  unto  him. 
poi*-  by  emperor,  well  pleased  and  content,  giveth  his  good  leave  and 

emperor,  voice  withal.   Hildcbrand,  no  less  a  wicked  necromancer  than  a  stout 
maintainor  of  popish  liberties  against  good  emperors,  hearing  this, 
scttcth  up,  by  a  contrary  faction,  another  bishop,  Anselm,  after  called 
Alexander  II.    Cadolus,  thus  elected  by  the  emperor  and  the  cardi- 
bctwixt  nals,  scttcth  forward  to  Rome  with  a  sufficient  army  and  strength  of 
SiST*  men-    Alexander  also,  no  less  prepared,  there  received  him  with 
|vter'«    another  army,  where  they  had  a  great  conflict,  and  many  were  slain 
on  both  sides  ;  but  Cadolus,  as  he  had  the  better  cause,  so  he  had  the 
worst  fortune,  who,  being  repelled,  yet  repaired  himself,  and  came 
again  with  a  greater  power ;  albeit  he  prevailed  not.    The  emperor, 
seeing  this  hurly-burly,  to  take  up  the  matter,  sent  thither  his  am- 
bassador, Otho,  archbishop  of  Cologne ;  who,  coming  to  Rome,  begin- 
ncth  sharply  to  chide  the  pope  for  taking  so  upon  him  without  the 
leave  or  knowledge  of  the  emperor,  declaring  how  the  election  of  that 
sec  ought  chiefly  to  appertain  to  the  right  of  the  emperor,  as  it  hath 
done  for  the  most  part  in  the  time  of  his  predecessors.    But  Hildc- 
brand, all  set  on  wickedness  and  ambition,  and  also  puffed  up  not  a 
little  with  his  late  victories,  not  suffering  the  ambassador  to  tell  his 
tale  to  the  end,  interrupted  him  in  the  middle  of  it ;  affirming,  that  if 
they  should  stand  to  law  and  custom,  the  liberty  of  that  election 
should  rather  belong  to  the  clergy  than  to  the  emperor.    To  make 
short,  Otho  the  ambassador,  bearing  more  with  the  clergy  than  with 
the  emperor,  was  content  to  be  persuaded,  only  requiring,  in  the 
emperors  name,  a  council  to  be  had,  to  decide  the  matter,  whereat 
councilor  the  emperor  should  be  present  himself;  and  so  he  was.    In  that 
tuutua.  councj]^        at  Mantua,  Alexander  was  declared  pope ;  the  other  had 
his  pardon  granted.    In  this  council,  amongst  many  other  considera- 
tions, it  was  concluded,  concerning  priests,  that  they  should  have  no 
wives ;  that  such  as  have  concubines  should  say  no  mass ;  that  priests' 
children  should  not  be  secluded  from  holy  orders ;  that  no  benefices 
should  be  bought  for  money ;  and  that  Allelujah  should  be  suspended 
in  time  of  Lent  out  of  the  church.    This  also  was  decreed  (which 
No  t«cu-  made  most  for  Hildebrand's  purpose)  that  no  spiritual  man  whatso- 
S^Iiri0  ever  should  enter  into  any  church,  by  a  secular  person,  and  that  the 
pope  should  be  elected  only  by  the  cardinals.    13enno  the  Cardinal 
writeth  thus  of  Alexander,  that  after  he  perceived  the  frauds  of  Hil- 
dcbrand, and  of  others  the  emperor  s  enemies,  and  understanding  that 
he  was  set  up  and  enthronized  only  for  a  purpose  ;  being  at  his  mass, 
as  he  was  preaching  to  the  people,  told  them  he  would  not  sit  in  that 
place,  unless  he  had  the  license  of  the  emperor ;  which  when  Hil- 
dcbrand heard,  he  was  stricken  with  such  a  fury,  that  scarcely  he  could 
keep  his  hands  off  him  till  mass  was  done.    After  the  mass  being 
■tartul*  ^msne<^     ^orce  °f  80^er8  and  strength  of  men,  he  had  Pope  Alcx- 
l£e  by  *  ander  into  a  chamber,  and  there  pommelled  him  all  over  with  his 
fists,  rating  and  rebuking  him  because  he  would  seek  for  favour  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


ORATION  OF  KING  EDGAR. 


101 


the  emperor.    Thus,  Alexander  being  kept  in  custody,  and  being 
stinted  to  a  certain  allowance,  as  about  five  groats  a  day,  Hildcbrand  J}™,*,. 
encroacheth  all  the  whole  revenues  of  the  church  to  himself,  procuring 
thereby  much  treasure.    At  length  Alexander,  under  the  miserable 
endurance  of  Hildebrand,  died  at  eventide,  after  eleven  years  and  a 
naif  of  his  popedom.    And  thus  much  of  Romish  matters. 

These  things  thus  discoursed  concerning  the  matters  of  Rome,  A.D.1073. 
now  to  return  to  our  own  country  story,  and  having  the  order  thereof, 
would  reauirc  to  enter  again  into  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
the  next  king  following  in  England ;  but  as  a  certain  oration  of  king 
Edgar  s,  which  should  have  been  inserted  before,  chanced  in  the  mean 
time  to  come  to  my  hands,  not  unworthy  to  be  read  ;  I  thought  by 
the  way,  at  the  end  of  this  Book  to  insert  the  same,  although  out  of 
order ;  yet  better  I  judge  it  out  of  order,  than  out  of  the  book. 

THE  ORATION  OF  KING  EDGAR  TO  THE  CLERGY. 

Because  God  hath  shewed  his  great  mercy  to  work  with  us,  it  is  meet,  most 
reverend  Fathers !  that  with  worthy  work*  we  should  answer  his  innumerable 
benefits.    "  For  we  possess  not  the  land  by  our  own  sword,  and  our  own  arm 
hath  not  saved  us ;  but  his  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm,  because  he  hath  been 
hted  in  us."    (Psal.  xliv.  3.)    Therefore  it  is  meet  that  we  should  submit 
ourselves  and  our  souls  to  him,  that  hath  subjected  all  these  things  under 
our  government ;  and  we  ought  stoutly  to  labour,  that  they  whom  he  hath  made 
subject  to  us,  might  be  subject  to  his  laws.    It  belongs  to  me  to  nde  the  lay 
people  with  the  law  of  equity,  to  do  just  judgment  between  man  and  his  neigh- 
bour, to  punish  church-robbers,  to  hold  under  rebels,  to  deliver  the  helpless  from 
the  hand  of  the  stronger,  the  needy  also  and  the  poor  from  them  that  rob  them. 
It  belongs  also  to  my  care  to  provide  necessary  things  to  the  ministers  of  the 
churches,  to  the  flocks  of  the  monks,  to  the  company  of  virgins,  and  to  provide 
for  their  peace  and  quiet.  The  examining  of  all  whose  manners  belongeth  unto 
us  ;  whether  they  live  chastely,  if  they  behave  themselves  honestly  toward  them 
that  be  without,  whether  they  be  diligent  at  God's  service,  if  they  be  earnest  to 
teach  the  people,  if  they  be  sober  in  eating  and  drinking,  if  they  keep  measure 
in  apparel,  and  if  they  be  discreet  in  judgment.  If  ye  had  regarded  these  things 
with  a  trial  of  them,  (O  reverend  Fathers !  by  your  leaves  I  speak,)  such 
horrible  and  abominable  things  of  the  clerks  should  not  have  come  unto  our 
ears.    I  omit  to  speak  how  their  crown  is  not  broad,  nor  their  rounding  con- 
venient :  the  wantonness  in  your  life,  your  pride  in  gesture,  the  filthiness  in 
your  words,  do  declare  the  evil  of  the  inward  man. 

Furthermore,  what  negligence  is  in  God  s  service,  when  scarce  they  will 
be  present  at  the  holy  vigils!  And  when  they  come  to  mass,  they  seem  rather 
to  be  gathered  to  play  and  laugh  than  to  sing.  I  will  tell  that  which  good  men 
be  sorry  for,  and  the  evil  laugh  at.  I  will  speak  with  sorrow  (if  so  be  I  may 
express  it)  how  they  be  riotous  in  banquetings,  in  chambering,  in  drunkenness, 
and  in  unshamefacedness  ;  that  now  clerks'  houses  may  be  thought  to  be  resorts 
of  harlots  and  covents  of  players.  There  be  dice,  there  is  dancing  and  singing, 
there  is  watching  to  midnight,  with  crying  and  shouting.  Thus  the  goods  of 
kings,  the  alms  of  princes,  yea,  and  what  is  more,  the  price  of  that  precious 
blood,  is  not  esteemed.  Have  our  fathers  then  spent  their  treasure  for  thi? 
purpose  ?  Have  the  king's  coffers  decayed  by  taking  away  many  revenues, 
for  this  cause  ?  Hath  the  king's  liberality  given  lands  and  possessions  to 
Christ's  churches  for  this  intent,  that  clerks'  paramours  should  be  decked  with 
the  same?  that  riotous  feasts  might  be  dressed?  that  hounds,  and  hawks,  and 
such  other  toys  might  be  gotten  ?  The  soldiers  cry  out  at  these  tilings,  the 
people  grudge,  minstrels  sing  and  dance  ;  and  yet  ye  regard  it  not,  ye  spare  it, 
ye  dissemble  it.  Where  is  the  sword  of  Levi,  and  the  real  of  Simeon,  (Gen. 
xxxiv.  25,)  which  killed  the  Shcchemites  and  the  circumcised,  who  bare  the 
figure  of  them  that  defile  Christ's  church  with  filthy  deeds,  because  they  abused 
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Ecclnitu-  Jacob '8  daughter  ?    Where  is  Moses's  spirit,  who  spared  not  his  own  kins- 
*gj    folk  that  worshipped  the  head  of  the  calf?  (Exod.  xxxii.  27.) 

"J*"'-  Where  is  Phinehas,  the  priest's  dagger,  who  pacified  God's  anger  by  holy 
zeal,  when  he  killed  him  that  played  the  harlot  with  the  Midianitc '  (Num. 
xxv.  8.)  Where  is  Peter's  spirit,  by  whose  power  covetousness  is  destroyed,  and 
simoniacal  heresy  is  condemned  ?  (Acts  iv.  4.)  Be  earnest,  ye  priests !  be 
rarnest  to  follow  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  the  righteousness  of  our  God. 
(Deut.  v.  33.)  It  is  time  to  do  against  them  that  have  broken  the  law  of  God. 
I  have  Constantine's  sword,  and  ye  have  Peter's  sword  in  your  hands ;  let  us 
join  right  hands,  let  us  couple  sword  to  sword,  that  the  lepers  may  be  cast  out 
of  the  temples,  that  the  holy  place  of  the  Lord  may  be  purged,  and  the  sons  of 
Levi  may  minister  in  his  temple,  who  said  to  his  father  and  mother,  11  I  know 
you  not, '  and  to  his  brothers,  "  I  know  not  you."  Go  to  diligently,  I  pray  you, 
lest  we  repent  to  have  done  that  we  have  done,  and  to  have  given  that  we  give, 
if  we  slum  see  that  to  be  spent  not  in  God's  service,  but  on  the  riotousness  of 
wicked  men,  through  vile  and  corrupt  liberty  of  life,  for  lack  of  chastisement 
Let  the  relics  of  holy  saints,  which  they  despise,  and  the  holy  altars  before  which 
they  play  the  madmen,  move  you.  Let  the  great  devotion  of  our  ancestors 
move  you,  whose  alms  the  madness  of  the  clerks  doth  abuse.  My  great  grand- 
father, as  ye  know,  gave  the  tenth  part  of  all  his  lands  to  churches  and  abbies. 
My  great  great  grandfather,  Alfred,  of  holy  memory,  thought  it  not  meet  to 
spare  his  treasures,  his  goods,  or  costs,  or  rents,  that  he  might  enrich  the  church. 
My  grandfather,  the  elder  Edward,  your  fatherhood  is  not  ignorant  how  great 
things  he  gave  to  the  churches.  It  becometh  you  to  remember  with  what  gifts 
iny  father  and  his  brothers  did  enrich  Christ's  altars.  O  father  of  fathers, 
Dunstan  !  behold,  I  pray  thee,  the  eyes  of  my  father  looking  on  thee,  from  that 
bright  place  of  heaven  ;  hearken  to  his  complaining  words  sounding  in  thine 
ears,  thus  pitifully  lamenting :  "  O  father  Dunstan,  thou,  thou  I  say,  gavest  me 
counsel  to  build  abbies  and  churches,  thou  wast  my  helper  and  fellow-worker 
in  all  things ;  I  chose  thee  as  a  shepherd  and  bishop  of  my  soul,  and  a  keeper 
of  my  manners.  When  did  I  not  obey  thee  ?  What  treasures  did  I  prefer  in 
respect  of  thy  counsels  ?  What  possessions  did  I  not  despise,  if  thou  badest  me? 
If  thou  thoughtcst  meet  to  give  any  thing  to  the  poor,  I  was  ready.  If  thou 
thoughtest  meet  to  give  any  thing  to  churches,  I  deferred  not.  If  thou  com- 
plainedst  that  monks  or  clerks  wanted  any  thing,  I  supplied.  Thou  saidst  that 
alius  lasted  for  ever,  and  that  there  was  none  more  fruitful  than  that  which  was 
given  to  abbies  or  churches ;  for  with  that  both  God's  servants  are  sustained,  and 
that  which  remaineth  is  given  to  the  poor.  O  worthy  alms !  O  worthy  price  of 
the  soul !  O  wholesome  remedy  for  our  sins,  which  now  doth  stink  in  the 
sweet  furs  of  priests'  lemans,1  wherewith  they  adorn  their  ears  and  deck  their 
fingers,  apparelling  their  delicate  bodies  with  silk  and  purple  !  O  father,  is  this 
the  fruit  ot  my  alms,  is  this  the  effect  of  my  desire,  ana  of  thy  promise  ?  What 
wilt  thou  answer  to  this  complaint  of  my  fathers  ?  I  know,  I  know :  when  thou 
didst  see  a  thief,  thou  runnest  not  with  him,  neither  hast  thou  put  thy  portion 
with  adulterers.  Thou  hast  rebuked,  thou  hast  exhorted,  thou  hast  blamed 
them  ;  but  words  have  been  despised,  now  we  must  come  to  stripes  of  correction. 
Thou  hast  here  with  thee,  the  worshipful  father  Edward,  bishop  of  Winchester. 
Thou  hast  the  reverend  prelate,  Oswald,  bishop  of  Worcester.  I  commit  this 
business  to  you,  that  both  by  bishoply  correction,  and  the  king's  authority,  the 
filthy  livers  may  be  cast  out  of  the  churches,  and  they  that  live  orderly  may  be 
brought  in,  &c 


Irijo-        In  this  oration  of  King  Edgar,  above  prefixed,  three  tilings  arc 
,l    chiefly  to  be  noted  and  considered  of  them  that  have  judgment  to 


uriM  mark       understand ;  to  wit,  the  religious  zeal  and  devotion  of  kings, 
«f  King   both  in  giving  to  the  church,  and  also  in  correcting  the  manners  of 
churchmen.   Secondly,  the  dissolute  behaviour  and  wantonness  of  the 
clergy,  in  then  abusing  the  great  donations  and  patrimonies  of  princes 
bestowed  upon  them.    Thirdly,  the  blind  ignorance  and  superstition 


(I)  '•  Lemons.'  p»ramoui».-Eo. 
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of  that  time  in  both  states,  as  well  ecclesiastical  as  temporal,  in  Se«u*uu- 
esteeming  Christ's  religion  chiefly  to  consist  in  giving  to  churches,  afair$. 
and  in  maintaining  of  monkery ;  falsely  being  persuaded  that  remis-  ^  doc_ 
sion  of  tlieir  sins,  and  remedy  of  their  souls  therein,  did  he  in  build-  JJ;^ 
ing  monasteries,  erecting  churches  and  cloisters,  and  in  placing  monks  So?Sr 
in  the  same,  and  such  other  alms-deeds  and  works  of  devotion,  chriit" 
Wherein  appeareth  how  ignorant  that  time  was  of  the  true  doctrine  uaknown- 
of  Christ's  faith,  and  tff  the  free  grace  of  the  gospel,  which  promiscth 
life,  remedy,  and  justification,  not  by  any  devout  merits  of  ours,  nor 
by  any  works  cither  of  the  law  of  God,  or  of  the  inventions  of  man, 
but  only  and  freely  by  our  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  in 
whom  only  consist  all  the  promises  of  God.1  Amen. 

Now  remain eth,  as  in  the  former  Book  before,  so  in  this  likewise, 
to  prosecute  the  order  and  race  of  archbishops  of  Canterbury,  as  we 
have  done  the  race  of  kings,  beginning  with  Ethelred,  who  succeeded 
next  after  Celnocke,  the  seventeenth  archbishop  of  that  see,  mentioned 
where  we  left  before.' 


The  Names  and  Order  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury,  from  the 
time  of  King  Egbert  to  William  the  Conqueror. 

18.  Ethelred  was  archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  nineteen  years. 

19.  Pleirnund,  who  was  schoolmaster  to  King  Alfred,  possessed 
the  sec  of  Canterbury  for  twenty-nine  years. 

20.  Athelm  was  archbishop  for  twelve  years. 

21.  Ulfelm  for  thirteen  years. 

22.  Odo  for  twenty  years.  By  the  prayers  of  Odo,  the  monkish 
stories  say  that  the  sword  of  King  Athelstan  was  brought  again  into 
his  scabbard,  as  is  noted  before  in  that  king's  time. 

23.  Elfius,  or  Elfin,  first  bishop  of  Winchester,  came  to  the  sec 
of  Canterbury,  which  he  occupied  one  year,  by  the  commandment  of 
King  Edgar,  some  say  by  bribes,  contrary"  to  the  mind  of  Odo. 
Whereupon,  on  the  first  day  of  his  consecration,  he  insulting  the 
tomb  of  Odo  with  despite,  shortly  after  went  to  Rome  for  his  pall, 
where  in  his  journey  upon  the  Alps  he  died  for  cold,  insomuch  that 
though  his  horses  were  killed,  and  he  put  in  their  warm  bellies,  yet 
could  he  get  no  heat.' 

24.  Dunstan,*  who  was  archbishop  for  twenty  years.  Of  Dunstan 
many  monkish  miracles  be  feigned,  as  of  the  harp*  upon  the  wall 
playing  by  itself,  "  Gaudent  in  ccdis,""  Sec*  Of  our  Lady  with  her 
company  appearing  to  him  singing,  "  Cantemus  Domino  socio;, 
cantcmus  honorem  ;  dulcis  amor  Christi  pcrsonet  ore  pio."  Also  of 
the  angels  singing  "  Kyric  leisone."  Item,  of  holding  the  devil  by 
the  nose  with  a  pair  of  tongs,  for  tempting  him  with  women.7  Item, 

(I)  The  reader  can  hardly  fall  to  observe  the  sound  and  scriptural  principles  of  our  author  hen 
nmmet  and  how  admirably  they  harmonlae  with  the  received  doctrines  of  Uic  protcstant  church 
of  Christ.   Vid.  Art.  XVIII.-En. 
ft)  See  the  names  and  order  of  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury  at  the  clow  of  Vol.  I. — En. 
Ih  Mabnesbury.  (<)  Polydore  maketh  Dunstan' to  be  the  twenty-third  archbishop. 

(J)  "  St.  Duns  tan's  harp  upon  the  wall, 

Fast  by  a  pin  did  hanjt  a ; 
Without  man's  help,  with  lie  and  all, 
And  by  itself  did  twang  a," 
<«)  See  page  64.  VoL  I  I.-Ed.  (7)  Malmesbury. 
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EcctttUf  of  seeing  the  Holy  Ghost  at  his  mass  in  likeness  of  a  dove.  Item, 
«/«?/..  in  delivering  the  soul  of  Edwin  from  the  devil.    Item,  in  foreseeing 

 the  death  of  King  Edred,  by  the  death  and  falling  of  his  horse. 

Item,  of  his  mother  being  great  with  Dunstan,  when  all  the  candles 
of  <>t tiers  went  out,  her  candle  only  remained  alight :  and  many  other 
like  fables. 

25.  Ethelgar  sat  for  one  year, 

26.  Elfric  for  eleven  years. 

27.  Siric  was  archbishop  for  five  years,  and  was  the  counsellor  to 
King  Egelred,  to  redeem  peace  of  the  Danes  with  a  great  tribute. 

28.  Elphege  for  six  years.  Elphege,  because  he  refused  to  pay 
the  Danes  a  tribute,  was  stoned  to  death  at  Greenwich,  and  of  some 
is  called  a  martyr. 

29.  Livingus  for  seven  years. . 

30.  Egenold  for  seventeen  years. 

81.  Edsius  for  eleven  years. 

82.  Robert,  who  sat  for  two  years,  caused  Godwin  and  his  sons  to 
be  banished,  accusing  them  of  treason ;  but  afterwards,  they  being 
restored,  he  went  to  Home,  and  at  his  return  died. 

83.  Stigand,  being  an  Englishman,  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  the  Norman,  after  being  archbishop  for  seventeen  years, 
was,  by  the  craft  of  the  said  William,  conveyed  into  Normandy, 
where  a  while  with  great  honour  he  was  entertained.  At  length, 
the  said  William  procured  secretly  the  pope's  letters  to  depose  him, 
that  he  might  place  Lanfranc  in  his  room.  This  Stigand  died  at 
last  in  prison. 

84.  Lanfranc,  who  held  the  see  for  nineteen  years.1 

(I)  In  the  day*  of  Egbert,  a  d.  70S,  Leo  III.,  the  ninety-fifth  pope,  filled  the  chub.  Alexander  II., 
who  died  a.d.  1073,  «u  the  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  pope,  including  Pope  Joan;  consequently, 
since  Leo  III.,  sixty  individual*  occupied  the  papacy.  Of  these,  a  few,  either  voluntarily  or  by 
constraint,  had  vacated  it ;  but  the  ahort  average  of  four  yean  and  three  months,  allotted  to  sixty 
popes  in  succession,  leada  us  reluctantly  to  conclude,  that  aa  our  author  records,  it  was  not  always 
the  progTesa  of  di*ea»c,  or  the  hand  of  old  age,  which  caused  the  vacancy  in  that  high  and  entkd 


END  OF  BOOK  THE  THIRD. 
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BOOK  IV. 

CONTAINING 

ANOTHER  THREE  HUNDRED  YEARS, 
FROM  WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR  TO  THE  TIME  OF 

JOHN  WICKLIFF, 


WHEREIN  18  DESCRIBED  THE  PROUD  AND  MISORDERED  REIGN  OP  ANTICHRIST, 
BEOINNINO  TO  STIR  IN  THE  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST.1 


William,  duke  of  Normandy,  sirnamed  Conqueror,  base  son  of  wmuim 
Duke  Robert,  the  sixth  duke  of  Normandy,  and  nephew  to  King 
Edward,  after  the  aforesaid  victory  obtained  against  Harold  and  the  T 
Englishmen,  was  received  king  over  the  realm  of  England,  not  so  1066' 

much  by  assent,  as  for  fear  and  the  necessity  of  the  time ;  for  else  

the  Londoners  had  promised  their  assistance  to  Edgar  Etheling  to 
the  uttermost  of  their  power.  But  being  weakened  and  wasted  so 
greatly  in  former  battles,  and  the  duke  coming  so  fast  upon  them, 
and  fearing  that  they  could  not  make  their  party  good,  they  submitted 
themselves.    Whereupon  the  said  William  (of  a  duke  made  a  king) 


crowned  upon  Christmas-day,  a.d.  1067,  by  the  hands  of  Aldred,  a.d.iml 

archbishop  of  York ;  forasmuch  as  at  that  time  Stigand,  archbishop 

of  Canterbury,  was  absent,  or  else  durst  not,  or  would  not  come  into 

the  presence  of  the  king.    A  little  before  the  coming  in  of  this  duke, 

a  terrible  blazing  star  was  seen  for  the  space  of  seven  days,  which  was  a  bluing 

the  year  before ;  in  record  whereof,  as  well  of  the  conquest  of  the  ,Ur 

duke,  as  of  the  blazing  star,  these  verses  yet  remain : — 

"  Sexagenus  erat  sextua  millesimus  annus, 
Cum  pereunt  Angli  stella  monstrante  cometa."* 

William  thus  being  crowned,  did  reign  over  the  realm  of  England 
the  space  of  one  and  twenty  years  and  one  month,  with  great  severity 
and  cruelty  toward  the  Englishmen,  burdening  them  with  great 
tributes  and  exactions ;  which  was,  to  pay  for  every  hide  of  ground 
containing  twenty  acres,  six  shillings ;  by  means  whereof  certain  parts  Rebel- 
of  the  land  rebelled,  and  especially  the  city  of  Exeter,  but  at  last 
William  overcame  them,  and  won  the  city,  and  punished  them  e»m».»mi 
grievously.    But  for  that  and  other  stern  deeds  of  this  prince,  divers  wjni  Kd- 
of  the  lords  departed  into  Scotland :  wherefore  he  kept  the  other 

(1)  Edition  156*.  p.  14.    Ed.  1583,  p.  171.   Ed.  1598,  p.  154.   Ed.  1684,  vol.  L  p. 
(J)  In  the  copy  OftibjSW        «  ^n'^'n^t'  ~^y^^Km3tm^  >M~r 
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wmm  lords  that  tarried  the  straitcr,  and  exalted  the  Normans,  giving  to 
them  the  chief  possessions  of  the  land ;  and  forasmuch  as  he  obtained 


the  kingdom  by  force  and  dint  of  sword,  he  changed  the  whole 
1067.  state  of  the  governance  of  this  commonweal,  and  ordained  new  laws 
n(,mo.   at  his  own  pleasure,  profitable  to  himself,  but  grievous  and  hurtful 
th«  and  to  the  people,  abohshing  the  laws  of  King  Edward,  whereunto  not- 
ters,  Mar-  Wl  thstanding,  he  was  sworn  before,  to  observe  and  maintain  them. 


RSLCf  On  this  account  great  commotions  and  rebellions  remained  long  after 
lied  into  among  the  people,  as  histories  record,  to  have  the  said  laws  of 

Scotland,  v  i        F     r.  , 

New      King  hdward  revived  again. 

!«w!,new  *  Here,1  by  the  way,  speaking  of  laws,  this  is  memorable,  that 
King  even  in  this  king's  time  the  authority  of  the  temporal  magistrate  was 
JUJjSL  distinct  from  that  of  the  church ;  but  yet  in  such  sort,  that  if  need 
ui  abo-  required,  he  should  deal  in  causes  ecclesiastical,  and  be  assistant  to 
King1"  the  bishop,  whose  jurisdiction,  what  it  was,  and  how  qualified  by 
Edward  t  j£ng  William  now  holding  the  stern  of  government  in  his  hand,  the 
words  following  do  declare.8 

William,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  to  all  sheriffs  and  under- 
shcriffs,  and  to  all  French-born  and  English,  who,  in  the  bishopric  of  Kemigius, 
the  bishop,  have  lands,  greeting.    Know  you  all,  and  the  rest  my  faithful 
subjects,  who  abide  in  England,  that  the  bishop's  laws  which  have  been  not 
wefl,  nor  according  to  the  precepts  of  holy  canons,  even  to  my  time  in  the 
kingdom  of  England ;  by  the  common  council  and  the  council  of  mine  arch- 
bishops, and  the  rest  of  the  bishops  and  abbots,  with  all  the  princes  of  my 
kingdom,  I  have  judged  to  be  amended.    Wherefore  I  command,  and  by  my 
royal  authority  give  in  charge,  that  no  bishop  or  archdeacon  do  hold  any  more 
Thejurta-  pie*8  of  law  in  the  hundred  by  the  bishop's  laws,  nor  bring  any  cause  which 
diction     pertaineth  to  the  cure  of  souls  unto  the  judgment  of  secular  men :  but  whoso- 
tTcai  qua-  ever»  according  to  the  bishop's  laws,  about  any  suit  or  default  be  troubled,  shall 
iiii«'d  and  come  to  the  place,  which  to  this  end  the  bishop  shall  choose  and  name,  and 
scribe"     there  answer  his  cause,  and  not  according  as  in  the  hundred,  but  according 
in  King       tnc  canons  and  laws  of  the  bishop,  they  shall  do  right  unto  God  and  to  their 
William's  bishop.    And  if  any,  puffed  up  with  pride,  being  called  once,  twice,  and  thrice 
to  the  court  of  pleas,  refuseth  to  come,  and  will  not  so  be  drawn  to  amendment, 
let  him  be  excommunicated.    And  if  need  be,  to  correct  and  revenge  this,  let 
the  power  and  justice  of  the  king's  under-sheriff  be  used.    And  he  who,  being 
called  or  summoned  to  the  bishop's  court,  will  not  come,  for  every  calling  shall 
be  nut  to  his  answer  before  the  bishop,  and  make  amends.    And  this  I  defend, 
and  by  mine  authority  forbid,  that  no  under-sheriff  or  provost,  or  officer  of  the 
king,  or  any  layman,  meddle  or  make  with  the  laws  belonging  to  the  bishop ; 
nor  that  any  layman  bring  or  sue  another  out  of  the  bishop's  court  of  justice 
unto  judgment.    And  as  for  judgment,  let  it  be  given  in  no  place  but  in  the 
bishop's  see,  or  in  that  place  which  in  this  behalf  the  bishop  shall  appoint, 

By  this  evidence  of  record  it  is  manifest,  as  you  sec,  that  Duke 
William  (now  king)  having  assumed  unto  himself  the  absolute 
authority  royal,  endeavoured  to  establish  a  form  of  government  both 
in  the  church  and  commonwealth  answerable  to  his  own  mind :  how- 
beit,  this  is  to  be  noted,  that  he  allowed  unto  the  clergy  a  kind  of 
jurisdiction  of  conventing  persons  before  them,  and  likewise  of 
exercising  such  ecclesiastical  discipline  as  the  quality  of  that  age  and 
time  did  use,  whereon  we  will  not  stand  to  debate  any  thing  at  large, 
but  proceed  in  the  course  of  our  story,  as  the  Spirit  of  God  shall 
vouchsafe  to  direct  us.* 


(1)  ThU  passage  in  ■inglo  asterisks  is  not  In  the  Edition  of  1583,  but  it 

Ism  Ka. 

<2)  "  Willlclmu*  Gratia  Dei  Hex  Anglorum,  comitibui,  vicecomitibus.  et  omnibus  FrancigenU  ct 
Anglis,  qui  in  Epucopatu  Kcmigii  Epucopi  terra*  baUnt,  salutcm.   Sciatis,"  &c— Turris  Londin. 
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Over  and  besides  this,  the  aforesaid  William,  as  he  was  a  warrior,  wuu«* 
so  he  deliahting  in  forts  and  bulwarks,1  builded  four  strong  castles, 
two  at  York,  one  at  Nottingham,  and  another  at  Lincoln,  which  \j\ 
garrisons  he  furnished  with  Normans.  1009. 

About  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  Harold  and  Canute,  sons  of  - 

Swanus,  king  of  Denmark,  entered  into  the  north  country.  The 
Normans  within  York,  fearing  that  the  Englishmen  would  aid  the 
Danes,  fired  the  suburbs  of  the  town  ;  whereof  the  flame  was  so  York, 
big,  and  the  wind  so  strong,  that  it  reached  the  city,  and  burnt  a  minitel* 


great  part  thereof,  with  the  minster  of  St.  Peter,  where  no  doubt 
many  worthy  works  and  monuments  of  books  were  consumed,  in  the 
time  whereof  the  Danes,  by  favour  of  some  of  the  citizens,  entered  the 
city,  and  slew  more  than  three  thousand  of  the  Normans.    But  not 
long  afteT  King  Willianvchased  them  out,  and  drove  them  to  their  Thenorth 
ships,  and  took  such  displeasure  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
that  he  destroyed  the  land  from  York  to  Durham,  so  that  nine  years  Suay** 
after  the  province  lay  waste  and  unmanured,  except  only  St.  John's  mlno- 
land  of  Beverly ;  and  the  people  thereof  were  so  strictly  kept  in 
penury  by  the  war  of  the  king,  that,  as  our  English  story  saith,  they 
cat  rats,  cats,  and  dogs,  and  other  vermin. 

Also,  in  the  fourth  year  of  this  king,  Malcolm,  king  of  Scots,  a.d.ioto. 
entered  into  Northumberland,  and  destroyed  the  country,  and  slew  riL,  king 
there  much  of  the  people,  both  men,  women,  and  children,  after  a 
lamentable  sort,  and  took  some  prisoners.    But  within  two  years 
after,  King  William  made  such  war  upon  the  Scots,  that  he  forced 
Malcolm  their  king  to  do  him  homage. 

And  thus  much  concerning  the  outward  calamities  of  this  realm  pito  eon- 
under  this  foreign  conqueror,  which  is  now  the  fifth  time  that  the  S 
said  land  with  the  inhabitants  thereof  hath  been  scourged  by  the  Efg£— 1 
hand  of  God.  First,  by  the  Romans  in  the  time  of  Julius  Ca?sar  ;  realm, 
then  by  the  Scots  and  Picts,  as  hath  been  showed ;  afterward  by  the 
Saxons.  Again,  the  Saxons  or  Englishmen  did  not  enjoy  the  posses- 
sion of  Britain  with  long  quiet,  but  were  brought  into  as  much 
subjection  themselves  under  the  Danes  as  they  had  brought  the 
Britons  before,  and  even  much  more,  insomuch  that  through  all 
England,  if  an  Englishman  had  met  a  Dane  upon  a  bridge,  he  might 
not  stir  one  foot  before  the  Lord  Dane  (otherwise  Lurdane)  were 
past.  And  then  if  the  Englishman  had  not  given  low  reverence  to 
the  Dane  at  his  coming  by,  he  was  sure  to  be  sharply  punished,  as 
above  hath  been  declared.  This  subjection  continued  almost  from 
the  reign  of  King  Ethelwolf  till  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  for  the 
space  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  years ;  and  yet  the  indignation  of 
God  then  ceased  not,  but  stirred  up  the  Normans  against  them,  who 
conquered  and  altered  the  whole  realm  after  their  own  purpose ; 
insomuch  that  besides  the  innovation  of  the  laws,  coins,  and  posses- 
sions, there  was  almost  in  no  church  in  England  any  English  bishop, 
but  only  Normans  and  foreigners  placed  through  all  their  dioceses." 
To  such  misery  was  this  land  then  brought,  that  not  only  of  all  tho 
English  nobility  not  one  house  was  standing,  but  also  it  was  thought 
reproachful  to  be  called  an  Englishman.    This  punishment  of  uod 

(1)  Thii  pwut  In  Italic  If  not  In  the  Edition  of  ISM,  but  U  found  in  that  of 
ll)  Ex  HenxTHuntingduu.  lib.  ti 
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Wiiunm  against  the  English  nation,  writers  do  assign  diversely  to  divers 
causes,  as  partly  before  is  touched ;  of  whom  some  assign  this  to  be 
7       the  cause  as  followeth  in  the  words  of  the  story : — "  That  whereas 
\ojo.  kings  and  queens,  dukes  and  prelates,  in  the  primitive  time  of  the 
'        English  church,  were  ready,  for  religion,  to  forsake  cither  liberty  or 
country,  and  give  themselves  to  a  solitary  life,  in  process  of  time 
they  grew  to  such  dissoluteness,  that  they  left  no  other  realm  like 
or  King   unto  ^lcm  m  iniquity,""1  8cc.    Again  some,  writing  of  the  vision  of 
Kriwant.  King  Edward,  a  little  before  the  invasion  of  the  Normans,  testify 
how  the  king,  reporting  of  his  own  vision,  should  hear  that  for  the 
great  enormity  and  misbehaviour  of  the  head  dukes,  bishops,  and 
abbots  of  the  realm,  the  kingdom  should  be  given  to  the  hand  of 
their  enemies  after  the  decease  of  him,  for  the  space  of  one  hundred 
years  and  one  day ;  which  space  was  also  seen  by  William  the 
Conqueror,  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  that  his  progeny 
so  long  should  continue.    Again,  some  writers,  treating  of  this  so 
great  wrath  of  God  upon  the  English  people,  declare  the  cause 
EnKiuh-  thereof  as  followeth : — "  Like  as  the  Englishmen  did  subdue  the 
•counted  Britons,  whom  God  proposed  for  their  descrvings  to  exterminate, 
Kmc*  a"d  them  unjustly  did  dispossess  of  their  land,  so  they  should  like- 
.iou'oTthe  w'sc  ^  SUDtmc(l  and  scourged  with  a  double  persecution,  first  by  the 
Briton*  Danes,  and  after  by  the  Normans,""8  &c.    Moreover  to  these  injuries 
and  iniquities  done  and  wrought  by  the  Englishmen,  hitherto  recited, 
let  us  add  also  the  cruel  villany  of  this  nation,  in  murdering  and 
cmeitiei  tithing  the  innocent  Normans  before,  who  coming  as  strangers  with 
tailor-  Alfred,  the  lawful  heir  of  the  crown,  were  despitefully  put  to  death ; 
nuu'*-     winch  seeracth  to  me  no  little  cause  why  the  Lord,  whose  doings  be 
Three     always  just  and  right,  did  suffer  the  Nonnans  so  to  prevail.    By  the 
thu  c«n-  coming  in  of  these  Normans,  and  by  their  quarrel  unto  the  realm, 
unnoted,  three  things  we  may  note  and  learn.    First,  to  consider  and  learn 
the  righteous  retribution  and  wrath  of  God  from  heaven  upon  all 
iniquity  and  unrighteous  dealing  of  men.    Secondly,  we  may  thereby 
note,  wliat  it  is  for  princes  to  leave  no  issue  or  sure  succession  behind 
them.    Thirdly,  what  dangers  often  do  chance  to  realms  public  by 
foreign  marriage  with  other  princes. 


Divan 


councu*'  *n  ^C  8ame  fourth  year  of  this  king,  between  Easter  and  Whit- 
at  win-  suntide,  was  holden  a  solemn  council  of  the  clergy  of  England  at 
Winchester,  at  which  were  present  two  cardinals  sent  from  Pope 
Alexander  II.,  Peter  and  John.  In  this  council,  the  king  being 
present,  were  deposed  divers  bishops,  abbots,  and  priors,  by  the 
means  of  the  king,  without  any  evident  cause;  to  the  intent  his 
Normans  might  be  preferred  to  the  rule  of  the  church,  as  he  had 
preferred  his  knights  before  to  the  rule  of  the  temporality,  thereby  to 
stand  in  more  surety  of  the  land:  amongst  whom  also  Stigand, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  was  put  down  for  three  causes  against  him 
pretended. 

(I)  "  In  primitlva  Aoglue  codetta  relitfo  ctarUtime  aplenduit,  it*  ut  reg«s  et  letfoae,  duces  ct 
epiKopi,  vet  monarhattun,  >el  exJlium  pro  Dei  am  ore  appcterent :  proceMU  vero  tern  porta  adeo 
omnia  virtu*  in  cis  emarcuit,  at  gentem  nultam  proaitione  et  nequilia  tibi  parcm  e»»e  permit- 
terent,"  ftc— Ex  Hiator.  Jomalcru. 

(I)  "  Nam  itait  Angli,  Britonri  quo*  IVm  diairrminarc  proposuerat  (peecalla  tuis  cxIgcnUbus) 
numiltavcrant,  ct  a  terra  Aitglue  rainu*  juate  fugaterant ;  uc  ipai  duplici  persecutionc,"  &c. 
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The  first  was  for  that  he  had  holden  wrongfully  that  bishopric,  wuium 


while  Robert,  the  archbishop,  above  mentioned,  was  living. 

The  second  was  for  that  he  had  received  the  pall  of  Benedict  V.,   A  D 
bishop  of  Rome,  who,  for  buying  his  popedom,  had  been  deposed,  as  1070. 

is  showed  before.   

The  third  cause  was,  for  that  he  occupied  the  said  pall  without 
license  and  lawful  authority  of  the  court  of  Rome. 

Then  Stigand  well  proved  the  benevolence  of  King  William,  for  a.dio7o. 
whereas  before,  the  king  seemed  in  friendly  countenance  to  make 
much  of  him,  and  did  unto  him  great  reverence,  he  then  changed  all 
his  mildness  into  sternness,  and  excused  himself  by  the  bishop  of 
Rome's  authority,  so  that  in  the  end  Stigand  was  deprived  of  his 
dignity,  and  kept  in  Winchester  as  a  prisoner  during  his  life.  This 
Stigand  is  noted  for  a  man  so  covetous  and  sparing,  that  when  he 
would  take  nothing  of  his  own,  and  would  swear  that  he  had  not  a 
penny,  yet  by  a  key  fastened  about  his  neck,  was  found  great  treasure 
of  his  under  ground. 

At  this  time  was  preferred  to  the  archbishopric  of  York,  Thomas, 
a  Norman,  and  canon  of  Bayonne.  At  the  same  time  also  Lanfranc,  Lwifrmnc, 
abbot  of  Cadomonency,  a  Lombard  and  Italian  born,  was  sent  for,  f£nlu 
and  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  between  wbich  two  archbishops,  «c-u 
about  their  consecration,  first  began  a  contention  for  giving  and  c«,'t«-°f 
taking  the  oath  of  obedience ;  but  that  contention  was,  at  that  time,  bury- 
appeased  by  the  king,  and  Thomas  was  contented  to  subscribe  to  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury's  obedience. 

After  this,  it  followed  within  short  space,  that  the  said  Lanfranc,  The  mtn- 
and  Thomas,  archbishop  of  York,  who  first  builded  the  minster  of  yZkn- 
York,  and  gave  possessions  thereunto,  came  to  Rome  with  Rcmigius,  buUt- 
bishop  of  Dorchester,  for  their  palls,  as  the  manner  was ;  without 
which  no  archbishop  nor  bishop  could  be  confirmed,  although  their 
election  were  never  so  lawful.    This  pall  must  be  asked  nowhere  The 
but  of  the  pope  or  his  assigns,  and  that  within  three  months ;  also  it  ^'^11°' 
must  be  asked  not  faintly,  but  mightily  (Dist.  100,  cap.  "prisca'"), 
which,  as  it  was  a  chargeable  thing  to  other  nations,  especially  such 
as  were  far  from  Rome,  so  it  was  no  small  gain  to  the  Romish  see, 
as  they  did  order  it.    For  although,  at  the  beginning,  the  pall  was 
given  without  monev  according  to  the  decree,  Dist.  100,1  or  for 
little,  as  was  the  case  in  this  time  of  Lanfranc  ;*  yet,  in  process  of 
years,  it  grew  to  such  excess,  that  whereas  the  bishopric  of  Mentz 
was  wont  to  give  to  Rome  but  ten  thousand  florins,  afterwards,  it 
arose  so,  that  he  who  asked  his  confirmation,  could  not  obtain  it 
without  twenty  thousand ;  and  from  thence  it  exceeded  to  five  and 
twenty  thousand,  and  at  length  to  seven  and  twenty  thousand  florins, 
which  sum  Jacob,  archbishop  of  Mentz,  was  pressed  to  pay  a  little 
before  the  Council  of  Basil ;  insomuch  that  the  said  Jacob  at  his 
departing,  which  was  within  four  years  after,  said,  that  his  death  did 
not  so  much  grieve  him  as  to  remember  his  poor  subjects,  who 
should  be  constrained  to  pay  so  terrible  a  fine  for  the  pope's  pall. 
Now  by  this,  what  did  arise  to  the  pope  in  the  whole  of  Germany,  §JJ|" 
containing  in  it  above  fifty  bishoprics,  may  be  easily  conjectured. 
Lanfranc  thus  coming  to  Rome,  with  the  other  two  bishops,  he,  for  \Ja£fn 

(I)  DUt.  100,  cap.  "  norit."       (t)  Ex  Ub.  GrmTminum  Natkml.  I 
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wiiiiam  the  estimation  of  his  learning,  obtained  of  Alexander  two  palls, 
vwrar.  one  of  honour,  the  other  of  love.  Item,  he  obtained  for  the  other 
"  7  jj  two  bishops  also  their  confinnation.  At  this  time,  they  being  there 
1070.  present  before  Alexander,  the  controversy  began  first  to  be  moved, 
— - —  or  rather  renewed,  for  the  primacy  betwixt  the  two  metropolitans,  that 
ill*  la  is,  betwixt  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  archbishop  of  York, 
whether  of  them  should  have  pre-eminence  above  the  other ;  for  Can- 
terbury challenged  to  himself  prerogative  and  primacy  over  the  whole 
of  Britain  and  Ireland.  This  contention  continued  a  long  season 
betwixt  these  two  churches,  and  was  often  renewed  in  the  days  of 
divers  kings  after  this ;  as  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.,  betwixt  Thurstin 
of  York  and  Radulph  of  Canterbury ;  and  again,  in  the  seven  and 
twentieth  year  of  the  said  king,  at  his  second  coronation,  for  Radulph 
would  not  suffer  the  first  coronation  to  stand,  because  it  was  done  by 
the  bishop  of  York,  without  his  assent.  Also,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
II.,  where  Pope  Alexander  made  a  letter  decretal  betwixt  these  two 
metropolitans,  for  bearing  the  cross,  a.d.  1159.  Also,  at  another 
time,  in  the  reign  of  the  said  king,  betwixt  Richard  of  Canterbury 
and  Roger  of  York.  Again,  about  a.d.  1170,  when  Thomas  Becket, 
hearing  the  king  to  be  crowned  of  Roger,  bishop  of  York,  complained 
thereof  grievously  to  Pope  Alexander  III.  Item,  at  another  time, 
a.d.  1176,  betwixt  Richard  and  the  said  Roger,  whether  of  them 
should  sit  on  the  right  hand  of  Cardinal  Hugo  in  his  council  in 
London.  Moreover,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King 
Richard,  a.d.  1190,  betwixt  Baldwin  of  Canterbury  and  Godfrid 
of  York. 

Now  to  proceed  in  the  story :  after  this  question  was  brought,  as 
is  said,  to  the  pope's  presence,  he  being  not  disposed  to  decide  the 
matter,  sent  them  home  to  England,  there  to  have  their  cause  deter- 
mined. Whereupon  they,  speeding  themselves  from  Rome  to 
England  a.d.  1072,  and  in  the  sixth  year,  as  it  is  said,  of  this 
William,  brought  the  matter  before  the  king  and  the  clergy  at 
Windsor.  On  this  occasion,  Lanfranc,  first  alleging  for  himself, 
brought  in  how  that  from  the  time  of  Austin  to  that  of  Bcde  (about 
one  hundred  and  forty  years),  the  bishop  of  Canterbury  had  ever  the 
primacy  over  the  whole  land  of  Britain  and  Ireland ;  how  he  kept 
his  councils  divers  times  within  the  precints  of  York ;  how  he  did 
call  and  cite  the  bishops  of  York  thereto,  whereof  some  he  did 
constitute,  some  he  did  excommunicate,  and  some  he  did  remove . 
besides  which  he  alleged  divers  privileges  granted  by  princes  and 
prelates  to  the  primacy  of  that  see. 

To  this  Thomas,  archbishop  of  York,  repiieth  again,  and  first 
beginning  with  the  first  original  of  the  Britons'"  church,  declareth,  in 
order  of  time,  how  the  Britons,  first  possessors  of  this  kingdom  of 
Britain,  which  endured  from  Brutus  and  Cadwaliadar  two  thousand 
and  seventy-six  years,  under  a  hundred  and  two  kings,  at  length 
receiving  the  christian  faith  a.d.  162,  in  the  time  of  Lucius, 
Briull!,  *nc""  "^nP1  wnen  Eleuthcriu8,  bishop  of  Rome,  sent  Faganus  and 
chri.t-  Damanus  as  preachers  unto  them  ;  at  which  time,  after  their  conver- 
ThJlnui  8'on'  tney  assigned  and  ordained  in  the  realm  eight  and  twenty 
flr»t  arch'-  bishop,  with  two  archbishops,  Thconus,  the  archbishop  of  London, 
ESS?  and  Thcodosius,  archbishop  of  York.    Under  those  bishops  and 


Luclui, 
the  flrat 
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archbishops  the  church  of  Britain  was  governed  after  their  conversion,  wuumm 
almost  three  hundred  years,  till  at  length  the  Saxons,  being  then  qm*nr. 
infidels,  with  Hengist  their  king,  subduing  the  Britons  by  fraudulent   A  D 
murder,  invaded  their  land,  which  was  about  a.d.  440. 1    After  this,  1072. 

the  Britons  being  driven  into  Cambria,  which  we  now  call  Wales,  

the  Saxons  overrunning  the  land,  divided  themselves  into  seven 
kingdoms ;  and  so,  being  infidels  and  pagans,  continued  till  the  time 
that  Gregory,  bishop  of  Rome,  sent  Augustine  to  preach  unto  them  ; 
who,  coming  first  to  Dover,  being  then  the  chief  city  of  Kent  (called 
in  Latin  Dorobcrnia),  and  there  planting  himself,  converted  first  the 
king  of  Kent,  called  Ethelbert,  who  had  then  subdued  certain  other 
kings  as  far  as  the  Humber.    By  reason  of  this  Augustine  was  made  ^ii  WM 
archbishop  of  Dover,  by  the  appointment  of  Gregory  I.,  about  "J"*  150 
A.n.  600,  who  sent  him  certain  palls  with  his  letter  from  Rome,  as  after  the 
before  is  expressed,8  which  letter  being  recited,  Thomas  expounding  7n  ™ 
upon  the  same,  beginneth  to  declare  for  himself,  how  the  meaning  of  r 
Gregory  in  this  letter  was,  to  reduce  the  new  church  of  Saxons  or 
Englishmen  to  the  order  that  was  in  the  old  time  among  the  Britons ; 
that  is,  to  be  under  two  metropolitans,  one  of  London,  the  other  of 
York ;  for  so  the  church  was  ordered  in  the  time  of  the  Britons,  as 
is  before  declared.    Notwithstanding  he  giveth  to  Augustine  this 
prerogative  during  his  lifetime,  to  liave  authority  and  jurisdiction,  not 
only  over  his  twelve  bishops,  but  upon  all  other  bishops  and  priests 
in  England ;  and  after  his  decease  then  these  two  metropolitans, 
London  and  York,  to  oversee  the  whole  clergy,  as  in  times  past 
amongst  the  Britons,  whom  he  joincth  together  after  the  death  of 
Augustine,  to  constitute  bishops,  and  to  oversee  the  church.  That  he 
meaneth  London  to  be  equal  in  authority  with  York,  it  appearcth  by 
four  arguments.    First,  in  that  he  willeth  London  to  be  consecrated 
by  no  bishop,  but  of  his  own  synod.    Secondly,  in  that  he  willeth 
no  distinction  of  honour  to  be  betwixt  London  and  York,  but  only 
according  to  that  as  each  one  of  them  is  elder  in  time.    Thirdly,  in 
that  he  matcheth  these  two  together  in  common  council,  and  with 
one  agreement  to  consent  together  in  doing  and  disposing  such  things 
as  they  shall  consult  upon,  in  the  zeal  of  Christ  Jesus ;  and  that,  in 
such  sort,  that  one  should  not  dissent  nor  discord  from  the  other. 
What  meaneth  this,  but  that  they  should  govern  together,  whom  he 
would  not  to  dissent  together?   Fourthly,  in  that  he  writeth,  that 
the  bishop  of  York  should  not  be  subject  to  the  bishop  of  London ; 
what  meaneth  this,  but  that  the  bishop  of  London  should  be  equiva- 
lent with  the  metropolitan  of  York,  or  rather  superior  unto  him  ? 

And  thus  he  expounded  the  meaning  of  Gregory  to  be  in  the 
aforesaid  letter.    To  whom  Lan franc  again  answereth,  that  he  was 
not  the  bishop  of  London,  and  that  the  question  pertained  not  to 
London.    Thomas  replicth,  having  on  his  part  many  favourers,  that 
this  privilege  was  granted  by  Gregory  to  Augustine  alone,  to  have  all 
other  bishops  subject  to  him ;  but  after  his  decease  there  should  be 
equality  of  honour  betwixt  London  and  York,  without  any  distinction 
of  priority,  save  only  that  priority  of  time  should  make  superiority 
between  them.    And  although  Augustine  translated  the  see  from 
London  to  Kent,  yet  Gregory,  if  his  mind  had  been  to  give  the  1 
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William  prerogative  to  the  successors  of  Augustine,  which  he  gave  to  him, 
C<T  would  expressly  have  uttered  it  in  the  words  of  his  epistle,  writing 


A  t)  thus  to  Augustine ;  "  That  which  I  give  to  thee,  Augustine,  I  give  also 
1072!  and  grant  to  all  thy  successors  after  thee."    But  in  that  he  roaketh 

 here  no  mention  of  his  successors,  it  appearcth  thereby,  that  it  was 

not  his  mind  so  to  do. 

To  this  Lanfranc  argueth  again,  "  If  this  authority  had  been  given 
to  Augustine  alone,  ana  not  to  his  successors,  it  had  been  but  a  small 
gift,  proceeding  from  the  apostolic  see,  to  his  special  and  familiar 
friend ;  especially  seeing  also  that  Augustine  in  all  his  life  did  con- 
stitute no  bishop  of  York,  neither  was  there  any  such  bishop  to  be 
Dignity  subject  to  him.    Again,  we  have  privileges  from  the  apostolic  sec, 
bLrync£n-  which  confirm  this  dignity  in  the  successors  of  Augustine,  in  the  same 
finned.    scc  0f  Dover.    Moreover,  all  Englishmen  think  it  both  right  and 
reason  to  fetch  the  direction  of  well  living  from  that  place,  where  first 
they  took  the  sparkle  of  right  believing.    Further,  whereas  you  say 
that  Gregory  might  have  confirmed  with  plain  words  the  same  thing 
to  the  successors  of  Augustine,  which  he  gave  unto  him ;  all  that  I 
grant :  yet  notwithstanding,  this  is  nothing  prejudicial  to  the  see  of 
wcu  n-  Canterbury.    For,  if  you  know  your  logic,  that  which  is  true  in  the 
luTiM*"  wno'e  *s  a^90  true  in  the  part ;  and  what  is  true  in  the  more,  is  also 
true  in  the  less.    Now  the  church  of  Rome  is  as  the  whole,  to  whom 
all  other  churches  be  as  parts  thereof ;  and  as  'homo/  t.  e.  mankind, 
is  'genus,'  1.  e.  the  general  in  a  certain  respect  to  all  his  1  individual 
1.  e.  to  all  particular  persons,  yet  in  every  particular  person  lieth  the 
property  of  the  general ;  so  in  like  manner  the  see  of  Rome  in  a 
certain  respect  is  the  general,  and  the  whole  to  other  churches,  and 
yet  in  every  particular  church  is  contained  the  whole  fulness  of  the 
whole  christian  faith.    As  the  church  of  Rome  is  greater  than  all 
churches,  that  which  is  wrought  in  it  ought  to  work  in  the  less 
churches  also,  so  that  the  authority  of  every  chief  head  of  the  church 
ought  to  stand  also  in  them  that  do  succeed,  unless  there  be  any 
irthb    precise  exception  made  by  name.    Wherefore  like  as  the  Lord  said 
•imiii-    to  all  bishops  of  Rome  the  same  thine:  which  he  said  to  Peter,  so 
formed    uregory  in  like  manner  said  to  all  the  successors  ot  Augustine,  that 
•°uV     which  he  said  to  Augustine ;  so  thus  I  conclude,  likewise  as  the 
neither    D'snoP  °f  Canterbury  is  subject  to  Rome,  tecausc  he  had  his  faith 
*«■'«  the  from  thence,  so  York  ought  to  be  in  subjection  to  Canterbury,  which 
trocT«nd  sent  the  first  preachers  thither.    Now,  whereas  you  allege,  tliat 
uie"minor  Gregory  would  Augustine  to  be  resident  in  London,  that  is  utterly 
£jy» u*  uncertain,  for  how  is  it  to  be  thought  that  such  a  disciple  would  do 
ulZ.     contrary  to  the  mind  of  such  a  master  ?    But  grant,  as  you  say,  that 
Augustine  removed  to  London,  what  is  that  to  me,  who  am  not 
bishop  of  London  ?   Notwithstanding  all  this  controversy  ceasing 
betwixt  us,  if  it  shall  please  you  to  come  to  some  peaceable  compo- 
sition with  me,  all  contention  set  apart,  you  shall  find  me  not  out 


of  the  way,  so  far  as  reason  and  equity  shall 

With  these  reasons  of  Lanfranc,  Thomas  gave  over,  condescend- 
ing that  his  province  should  begin  at  the  Humber.  Whereupon  it 
was  then  decreed  that  York  from  that  time  should  Ik;  subject  to 
Canterbury  in  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  rites  and  regiment 
of  the  catholic  church ;  so  that  wheresoever  within  England  Canter- 
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bury  should  or  would  hold  his  council,  the  bishop  of  York  should  wuikm 
resort  thither  with  his  bishops,  and  be  obedient  to  his  decrees  quero*' 
canonical.  Provided  moreover  that  when  the  bishop  of  Canter-  A  D~ 
bury  should  decease,  York  should  repair  unto  Dover,  there  to  1072. 

consecrate  with  others  the  bishops  that  should  be  elect.    And  if  

York  should  decease,  his  successor  should  resort  to  Canterbury, 
or  else  where  the  bishop  of  Canterbury  should  appoint,  there 
to  receive  his  consecration,  making  his  profession  there,  with 
an  oath  of  canonical  obedience.  Thomas  being  content  withal, 
Lanfranc,  the  Italian,  triumpheth  with  no  small  joy,  and  putteth 
the  matter  forthwith  in  writing,  that  the  memory  thereof  might 
remain  to  the  posterity  of  his  successors.  But  yet  that  decree 
did  not  long  stand ;  for,  shortly  after,  the  same  scar,  so  superficially 
cured,  burst  out  again,  insomuch  that  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  I., 
a.d.  1121,  Thurstin,  archbishop  of  York,  could  not  be  compelled 
to  swear  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding, 
by  the  letters  of  Calixtus  II.,  was  consecrated  without  any  profession 
made  to  the  said  bishop,  with  much  more  matter  of  contention,  all 
which  to  recite  it  were  too  long.  But  this  I  thought  to  commit  to 
history,  to  the  intent  men  might  see  the  lamentable  decay  of  true 
Christianity  amongst  the  christian  bishops,  who,  inflamed  with  glorious 
ambition,  so  contended  for  honour,  that  without  mere  forcement 
of  law,  no  modesty  could  take  place. 

Of  divers  such  contentions  among  prelates  of  the  clergy  for 
superiority,  we  read  in  old  chronicles,  as  in  the  history  entitled 
Gironicon  Hirfeldensc,  where  is  declared  a  bloody  conflict,  which 
twice  happened  in  the  church  of  Goslaria,  between  Hecclon,  bishop 
of  Hildes  heime,  and  Wederatus,  bishop  of  Fulda,  and  all  for  the 
superior  place,  who  should  sit  next  to  the  emperor ;  the  emperor 
himself  being  there  present,  and  looking  on,  and  yet  not  able  to  stay 
them. 

Thus  I  have  described  the  troublous  contention  between  Lan- 
franc and  Thomas,  metropolitan  of  York,  in  the  days  of  Alexander, 
of  which  controversy,  and  of  the  whole  discourse  thereof,  Lanfranc 
writeth  to  Pope  Alexander.1 

In  the  story  before  of  King  Egelred,  was  declared,  about  a.d.  101 6, 
how  the  bishopric  of  Lindisfarne,  otherwise  named  Holy-island,  in  the 
flood  of  Tweed,  was  translated  to  Durham  so  likewise  in  the  days  of  jgjj^jji 
this  Lanfranc,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  a.d.  1076,  divers  bishops" 
sees  were  altered  and  removed  from  townships  to  greater  cities ;  as 
the  bishopric  of  Selese  to  Chichester ;  of  Cornwall  to  Exeter ;  of 
Wells  to  Bath ;  of  Sherborne  to  Salisbury ;  of  Dorchester  to  Lin- 
coln ;  of  Lichfield  to  Chester ;  the  bishopric  of  Chester,  Robert 
being  then  bishop,  being  reduced  from  Chester  to  Coventry.  Like- 
wise after  that,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufas,  a.d.  1095,  Herbert, 
bishop  of  Thetford,  from  thence  reduced  the  see  to  Norwich,  &c. 

'])  The  letter  of  Lanfranc  teal  to  Pope  Alexander  begins  thus: — "Domino  totius  Christiana 
leliriooi*  Mimtno  upeculatori  Alex.  pap»,  Lancfrancus  *anctir  Oorobernen^s  eccksiw  antUtes. 
drbllam  turn  omni  aerTltule  obedientiam.  In  concilio  quod  Anejiic  per  vestram  authontatem 
coaeturn  est  uH  querela?  Thorn*  Archiepiscopi  prolata-  ct  ventilate  nunt,  allata  e»t  KccleiU»tica 
ismi*  Ana-lorurn  Iliatoria,  quatn  Eboraeensi*  ccclcMa?  Pre»bytcr,  et  An*lorum  doctor  Bcda  com- 
leu  I  "  aVid  to  forth,  in  a  lonir  procem  of  words  which  follow  |  amon-{  which,  In  the  middle  of  the 
etii.ti.-  Kneakinc  of  Dover  and  Canterbury,  be  hath  these  word»  :  '•  Urbl  tiamque.  qua:  nunc  Can- 

2XSi?^lS«W  Merita* ,  * *J^JXS  l^J^SS^  ^ 
With  many  other  words  in  the  laid  epistle,  which  for  brevity  I  here  ovtr-paas. 

VOL.  II.  1 
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wan*,*  As  concerning  Dover  and  Canterbury,  whether  the  sec  was  like- 
"fvZZ;  wise  translated  from  the  town  of  Dover  to  the  city  of  Canterbury  in 


the  time  of  Theodore,  or  whether  Canterbury  in  old  time  had  the 
1072.  name  of  Dorobernia,  as  the  letter  of  Lanfranc  to  Pope  Alexander 

 abovementioned  doth  pretend,  I  find  it  not  in  histories  expressly 

denned ;  save  that  I  read  in  the  words  of  William,  being  yet  duke 
of  Normandy,  charging  Harold  to  make  a  well  of  water  for  tne  king's 
use  in  the  castle  of  Dorobernia,  that  the  said  Dorobernia  then  was 
taken  for  that  which  we  now  call  Dover ;  but  whether  Dorobernia 
and  the  city  of  Canterbury  be  both  one  or  divers,  the  matter  is  not 
great.  Notwithstanding  this  I  read  in  the  epistle  of  Pope  Boniface 
to  King  Ethelbert,  as  also  in  one  to  Justin,  the  archbishop ;  in  one  of 
Pope  Honorius  to  Bishop  Honorius  ;  in  one  of  Pope  \  italianus  to 
Theodore ;  in  one  of  Pope  Sergius  to  King  Ethelred,  Alfred  and 
Adulphus,  and  to  the  bishops  of  England ;  likewise  in  one  of  Pope 
Gregory  III.  to  the  bishops  of  England;  of  Pope  IiCO  to  Athelard, 
arehbisnop  of  Canterbury  ;  of  Formosus  to  the  bishops  of  England ; 
and  of  Pope  John  to  Dunstan ;  that  the  names  of  Dorobernia  and 
Canterbury  indifferently  are  taken  for  one  matter. 

council  In  this  time,  and  by  the  procuring  of  this  Lanfranc,  the  ninth 
London.  vcar  OI*  this  king,  a  council  was  holden  at  London,  where  among  the 
a  d.  io75.  acts  thereof  these  were  the  principal  things  concluded  : — 

I.  For  the  order  of  sitting,  thnt  the  archbishop  of  York  should  sit  on  the  right 
hnnd,  and  the  bishop  of  London  on  the  left  hand ;  or  in  the  absence  of  York, 
London  should  have  the  right,  and  Winchester  the  left  hand  of  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  sitting  in  council. 

II.  That  bishops  should  translate  their  sees  from  villages  into  cities:  (where- 
upon those  sees  abovenamed  were  translated.) 

III.  'Hint  monks  should  have  nothing  in  proper;  and  if  any  so  had,  he 
dying  unconfessed  should  not  be  buried  in  the  churchyard. 

IV.  That  no  clerk  or  monk  of  any  other  diocese  should  be  admitted  to 
orders,  or  retained  without  letters  commendatory  or  testimonial. 

V.  That  none  should  speak  in  the  council  except  bishops  and  abbots,  without 
leave  of  the  arch-metropolitans. 

VI.  That  none  should  marry  within  the  seventh  degree,  with  any  cither  of 
his  own  kindred,  or  of  his  wives  departed. 

VII.  That  none  should  either  buy  or  sell  any  office  within  the  church. 

VIII.  That  no  sorcery  or  any  divination  should  be  used  or  permitted  in 
holy  church. 

IX.  That  no  bishop  or  abbot,  or  any  of  the  clergy,  should  be  at  the  Judgment 
of  any  man's  death  or  dismembering,  neither  should  be  any  fautor  of  the  said 
judi  cants. 

puhops  Moreover  in  the  days  of  this  Lanfranc  divers  good  bishops  of  the 
tag*"  realm  began  to  take  part  with  priests  against  the  monks,  in  displacing 
m"nk  °ut  these  out  of  their  churches,  and  in  restoring  the  married  priests  again, 
*rit»u*ui  msomucn  *uat  Walkelm,  bishop  of  Winchester,  had  placed  above 
their  forty  canons  instead  of  monks  for  his  part ;  but  this  godly  enter- 
prize  was  stopped  by  stout  Lanfranc,  the  Italian  Lombard.  This 
lusty  prelate  sat  nineteen  years,  but,  at  his  latter  end,  he  was  not 
so  favoured  of  William  Rums,  and  died  for  sorrow.  Although  this 
Italian  Frank  being  archbishop  had  little  leisure  to  write,  yet  some- 
thing he  thought  to  do  to  set  out  his  famous  learning,  and  wrote 
a  book  against  Berengarius,  entitling  it  "  Opus  Scintillarum.'"  The 
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old  church  of  Canterbury  he  plucked  down,  and  builded  up  the 

new.  tMfCo"- 

After  the  death  of  Pope  Alexander  II.,  abovementioned,  next  A  D 
unto  him  followed  Hildebrand,  surnamed  Gregory  VII.    This  Hil-  1073. 

debrand,  as  he  was  a  sorcerer,  so  was  he  the  6rst  and  principal  cause  

of  all  this  perturbation  that  is  now,  and  hath  been  since  his  time, 
in  the  church ;  by  reason  that  through  his  example  all  this  ambition, 
stoutness,  and  pride,  entered  first  into  the  church  of  Rome,  and  hath 
ever  since  continued.     For  before  Hildebrand  came  to  Rome,  Hiide- 
working  there  his  feats,  setting  up  and  displacing  what  bishops  he  ,bhr^'u,0 
listed,  corrupting  them  with  pernicious  counsel,  and  setting  them  °f »» 
against  emperors,  under  pretence  of  chastity  destroying  matrimony,  and'prulo 
and  under  the  title  of  liberty  breaking  peace,  and  resistine  authority  : 


before  this, 

bishops  were  Quietly  governed  under  christian  emperors,  and  also  were  Theobe- 
defended  by  the  same ;  as  Marcellus,  Miltiades,  and  Sylvester  were  £uhof»°r 
subdued,  and  under  obedience  to  Constantine,  a.d.  340 ;  Siricius  to  in»nricnt 
Theodosius,  a.d.  888;  Hilary  to  Justinian,  a.d.  528;  Gregory  to  ,U,r 
Mauritius,  a.d.  600 ;  Adrian  and  Leo  to  Charlemagne,  a.d.  801  ; 
Paschal  and  Valentius  to  Ludovicus  Pius,  a.d.  830;  Sergius  II.  to 
Lothaire,  a.d.  840;  Benedict  III.  and  John  IX.,  to  Louis,  son  of 
Lothairc,  a.d.  856. 

Against  this  obedience  and  subjection  Hildebrand  was  the  first 
who.  began  to  spurn,  and  by  his  example  taught  all  other  bishops  to  do 
the  like ;  insomuch  that  at  length  they  wrought  and  brought  to  pass 
that  it  should  be  lawful  for  a  few  courtesans  and  cardinals  (contrary 
to  ancient  ordinance  and  statutes  decretal)  to  choose  what  pope  they 
list,  without  any  consent  of  the  emperor  at  all.  And  whereas  before 
it  stood  in  the  emperors''  gift  to  give  and  to  grant  bishoprics, 
archbishoprics,  benefices,  and  other  ecclesiastical  preferments  within 
their  own  limits,  to  whom  they  list ;  now  the  popes,  through  much 
wrestling,  wars,  and  contention,  have  extorted  all  that  into  their  own 
hands,  and  to  their  assigns,  yea,  have  plucked  in  all  the  riches  and 
power  of  the  whole  world ;  and  not  content  with  that,  have  usurped  „!mrp 
and  prevailed  so  much  above  emperors,  that,  as  before,  no  pope 
might  be  chosen  without  the  confirmation  of  the  emperor,  so  now  no  prince*, 
emperor  may  be  elected  without  the  confirmation  of  the  pope,  taking 

rthem  more  than  princes  to  place  or  displace  emperors  at  their 
ure  for  every  light  cause,  and  to  put  down  or  set  up  when  and 
whom  they  listed  ;  as  Frederic  I.,  for  holding  the  left  stirrup  of  the  Jn*<T,c 
pope's  saddle,  was  persecuted  almost  to  excommunication ;  which  holding 
cause  moveth  me  to  strain  more  diligence  here,  in  setting  out  the  kn^* 
history,  acts,  and  doings  of  this  Hildebrand,  from  whom,  as  the  first  "p. 
patron  and  founder,  sprang  all  this  ambition  and  contention  about  cuud. 
the  liberties  and  dominion  of  the  Roman  church ;  to  the  intent  that 
such  as  cannot  read  the  Latin  histories  may  understand  in  English 
the  original  of  evils :  how  and  by  what  occasion  they  first  began,  and 
how  long  they  have  continued. 

And  first,  how  this  Hildebrand  hitherto  had  behaved  himself 
before  he  was  pope,  I  have  partly  declared.    For  though  he  was  not 
yet  pope  in  name,  yet  he  was  then  pope  indeed,  and  ruled  the  popes 
and  all  their  doings  as  him  listed.    Item,  what  ways  and  fetches  he 

1  2 
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inuiam  had  attempted  ever  since  his  first  coming  to  the  court  of  Rome,  to 
magnify  and  maintain  false  liberty  against  true  authority;  what 

'  T"jT"  practice  he  wrought  by  councils,  what  factions  and  conspiracies  he 
1073.  made,  in  stirring  up  popes  against  emperors,  striving  for  superiority ; 

 and  what  wars  followed  thereof,  I  have  also  expressed.    Now  let  us 

see  further  (by  the  help  of  Christ)  the  worthy  virtues  of  this  princely 
prelate,  after  he  came  to  be  pope,  as  they  remain  in  histories  of 
divers  and  sundry  writers  described. 

The  tragical  history  of  Gregory  VII.,  otherwise  named  Hildcbrand. 

A.D.I07S.     «  Hitherto  the  bishops  of  Rome  have  been  elected  by  voices  and 
suffrages  of  all  sorts  and  degrees,  as  well  of  the  priests  and  the 
clergy,  as  of  the  nobility,  people,  and  senate,  all  conventing  and 
assembling  together."1  And  this  election  I  find  to  stand  in  force,  if  so 
be  it  were  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  consent  of  Roman  emperors 
who  had  authority  to  call  and  to  assemble  all  these,  as  well  as 
The  si»te  bishops,  together  unto  councils  as  case  required.    Under  the  au- 
rhureVin  thority  and  jurisdiction  of  these  emperors  were  contained  both  in 
pmT."     Germany,  France,  and  Italy,  and  throughout  the  whole  dominion  of 
Rome,  all  patriarchs,  bishops,  masters  of  churches  and  monasteries, 
by  the  decree  of  councils,  according  to  the  old  custom  of  our  an- 
cestors, as  is  declared  in  a  certain  story  in  the  life  of  Charlemagne. 
The  holy  and  ancient  fathers  (like  as  Christ  our  Lord  with  his 
disciples  and  apostles  both  taught  and  did)  honoured  and  esteemed 
their  emperors  as  the  supreme  potestate  next  under  God  on  earth, 
set  up,  ordained,  elected  and  crowned  of  God,  above  all  other  mortal 
men,  and  so  counted  them,  and  called  them  their  lords.    To  them 
Revcr     they  yielded  tribute,  and  paid  their  subsidies,  and  also  prayed  every 
Xdie^i  day  for  their  life.    Such  as  rebelled  against  them  they  took  as  rebels 
f.!incei°  IlR(l  rasters  against  God's  ordinance  and  christian  piety.    The  name 
of  the  emperor  then  was  of  great  majesty,  and  received  as  given  from 
The  man  God.    Then  these  fathers  of  the  church  never  intermeddled  nor  en- 
viAwof  tangled  themselves  with  politic  affairs  of  the  commonweal ;  much 
StSmT  k,ss  0CCUP'e<^  tDey  martial  arms  ana  matters  of  chivalry.    Only  in 
o*  tb™    poverty  and  modesty  was  all  their  contention  with  other  christians, 
church.   wj)0  gijQyjj  be  poorest  and  most  modest  among  them,  and  the  more 
humbleness  appeared  in  any,  the  higher  opinion  they  conceived  of 
him.    The  sharp  and  two-edged  sword  they  took,  given  to  the  church 
of  Christ,  to  save,  and  not  to  kill ;  to  quicken,  and  not  to  destroy ; 
and  called  it  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God,  the 
life  and  light  of  men,  and  revokcth  from  death  to  life,  making  of 
men,  gods  ;  of  mortal,  immortal.    Far  were  they  from  that,  to  thrust 
out  any  prince  or  king  (though  he  were  ever  so  far  out  of  the  way, 
yea  an  Arian)  from  his  kingdom,  or  to  curse  him,  to  release  his  sub- 
jects from  their  oath  and  their  allegiance,  to  change  and  translate 
kingdoms,  to  subvert  empires,  to  pollute  themselves  with  christian 
blood,  or  to  war  with  their  christian  brethren  for  rule  and  principality. 
This  was  not  their  spirit  and  manner  then,  but  rather  they  loved  and 
obeyed  their  princes.    Again,  princes  loved  them  also  like  fathers 


(1)  The  worrit  of  the  Latin  History  he  theae :— "  Hactentu  Pontiflrct  Rom.  ecinltii.  ruriatii, 
i»UtU,  a  »ac«r<Jk>tiUu<,  equiutu,  plcbe,  tenatu,"  &c—  fc*  Arcntino. 
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and  fellow-princes  with  them  over  the  souls  of  men.    Now  this  Gre-  JjJfJJj 
gory  VII.,  otherwise  named  Hildebrand,  trusting  to  the  Normans,  v"*"- 
who  then  ruffled  about  Apulia,  Calabria,  and  Campania,  trusting  also   ^  ^ 
to  the  power  of  Matilda,  a  stout  woman  there  about  Rome;  and  1074. 

partly  again  bearing  himself  bold  for  the  discord  among  the  Germans;  

first  of  all  others,  and  contrary  to  the  manner  of  elders,  contemning  ™f0"™* 
the  authority  of  the  emperor,  invaded  the  cathedral  sec  of  Rome,  prc»u«,P- 
vaunting  himself,  as  having  both  the  ecclesiastical  and  temporal  sword  HIM*, 
committed  to  him  by  Christ,  and  that  fulness  of  power  was  in  his  branJ 
hand,  to  bind  and  loose  whatsoever  he  listed.    Whereupon  thus  he 
presumed  to  occupy  both  the  regiments,  to  challenge  all  the  whole 
dominion,both  of  the  east  and  west  church,  yea,  and  all  power  to  him- 
self alone,  abiding  none  to  be  equal,  much  less  superior  unto  him  ; 
derogating  from  others,  and  arrogating  to  himself  their  due  right  and 
honour,  setting  at  light  Cesars,  kings  and  emperors,  and  who  thus 
reigned  but  by  his  own  god-a-mercy.    Bishops  and  prelates  as  his 
underlings  he  kept  in  awe,  suspending  and  cursing,  and  chopping  off 
their  heads,  stirring  up  strife  and  wars,  sowing  of  discord,  making 
factions,  releasing  oaths,  defeating  fidelity  and  due  allegiance  of 
subjects  to  their  princes.    Yea,  and  if  he  had  offended,  or  injured 
the  emperor  himself,  yet  notwithstanding  he  ought  to  be  feared,  as  he 
himself  glorieth  in  a  certain  epistle,  as  one  that  could  not  err,  and 
had  received  of  Christ  our  Saviour,  and  of  Peter,  authority  to  bind  and 
unbind  at  his  will  and  pleasure.'    Priests  then  in  those  days  had  wives  priMu' 
openly  and  lawfully,  no  law  forbidding  to  the  contrary,  as  appeareth  ***** 
by  the  deed  and  writings  of  their  chapter-seals  and  donations,  which  pr^M- 
were  given  to  temples  and  monasteries,  wherein  their  wives  also  t,r'"a> 
be  cited  with  them  for  witness,  and  were  called  Presbyterissa;.  Also 
bishops,  prelates,  parsons  of  churches,  governors  of  the  clergy, 
masters  of  monasteries,  and  religious  houses — all  these  were,  in  those 
times,  by  the  emperors  ordination,  to  assign  by  voice  or  consent 
to  whom  he  would.    Now  these  two  things  this  Pope  Gregory  could  HjWe 
not  abide  ;  for  which  two  causes  only  was  all  his  striving  and  driving  brand  a 
from  his  first  beginning  to  abolish  the  marriage  of  priests,  and  to  tlwmy  to 
translate  the  authority  imperial  to  the  clergy ;  for  to  this  scope  only  gj?*' 
tended  all  his  labour,  practices,  and  devices,  as  appeared  before  in  the 
council  of  Lateran  under  Pope  Nicholas,  and  also  in  the  council 
of  Mantua  under  Alexander,  making  their  marriage  heresy,  and  the 
other  to  be  simony.    And  that  which  before  he  went  about  by  A.n.ior*. 
others,  now  he  practiseth  by  himself,  to  condemn  ministers  that  were  pr\e*w 
married  for  Nicolaitans,  and  to  treat  any  spiritual  regiment  of™^aFe 
secular  persons  as  simony,  directing  forth  his  letters  upon  the  same  to  here*y, 
Henrv  the  emperor ;  also  to  dukes,  princes,  potestatcs,  tetrarchs ;  tusi  red- 
namefy  to  Berchtold,  to  Rodolph  of  Suabia,  to  Welph,  Adalberon, 
and  to  their  wives';  also  to  bisnops,  archbishops,  priests,  and  to  all  ^.[dK)t""be 
the  people.    In  these  letters  he  denounceth  them  to  be  no  priests,  «imon>. 
so  many  as  were  married,  forbidding  men  to  salute  them,  to  talk, 
to  eat,  to  keep  company  with  them,  to  pay  them  tithes,  or  to  obey 
them  if  they  would  not  be  obedient  to  him.    Amongst  others  he 
directed  special  letters  to  Otho,  bishop  of  Constance,  concerning  this 
matter ;  but  Otho,  perceiving  the  ungodly  and  unreasonable  pretence 

(I)  Ex  Avmtlno,  qui  invenit  in  initrummtu 


Digitized  by  Google 


118  hildebbands  letter  to  otho. 

wuuam  of  Hildebrand,  would  never  separate  those  who  were  married  from 
"  their  wives,  nor  yet  forbid  those  to  marry  who  were  unmarried."" 


A.D. 

1074.  The  copy  of  the  letter  of  Hildebrand  sent  to  the  bishop  of  Constance, 

against  priests1  marriages. 

Gregory,  bishop,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  the  clergy  and  laity,  both 
more  and  less,  within  the  diocese  of  Constance,  salutation  and  benediction.  We 
have  directed  to  our  brother  Otho,  your  bishop,  our  letters  exhortatory ;  wherein 
we  enjoined  him,  according  to  the  necessity  of  our  duty,  by  the  authority 
apostolical,  that  he  should  utterly  abolish  out  of  his  church  the  heresy  of  simony, 
and  also  should  cause  with  all  diligence  to  be  preached  the  chastity  of  priests. 
But  he,  neither  moved  with  reverence  for  St.  Peter's  precept,  nor  yet  with  the 
regard  of  his  duty,  neglected  to  do  these  things,  whereunto  we  so  fatherly 
have  exhorted  him  ;  incurring  thereby  a  double  offence,  not  only  of  disobe- 
dience, but  also  of  rebellion,  in  that  he  hath  gone  and  done  clean  contrary 
otho,      t0  our  commandment,  yea,  rather  the  commandment  of  blessed  St.  Peter,  so 
ofCon-    *hat  he  hath  permitted  his  clergy,  not  only  such  as  had  wives,  not  to  put  them 
Ptance,     away,  but  also  such  as  had  none,  to  take  unto  them.    Whereupon  we  being 
Rppra°  infORned  thereof,  and  grieved  therewith,  have  directed  to  him  another 

ErsT'    letter,  declaring  the  motion  of  our  displeasure  and  indignation.    In  which 
lowing     letters  also  wc  have  cited  him  up  to  our  council  at  Rome,  there  to  appear  and 
itiv\r*     8*ve  account  of  his  disobedience  in  the  audience  of  the  whole  synod.  And 
lawful     now  therefore  we  thought  it  best  to  signify  this  to  you  (our  dear  children), 
wive*.     whereby  in  this  behalf  we  might  the  better  provide  for  your  health  and 
salvation ;  for  if  your  bishop  shall  continue  so  obstinately  to  repugn  and  resist 
against  our  commandment,  tie  is  not  meet  to  sit  over  you,  &c.    Wherefore  these 
shall  be  to  command  you,  and  all  those  that  lie  obedient  to  God,  and  to 
dkMuT  h^e**eA  St  Peter»  °y  our  apostolical  authority,  that  if  this  your  bishop  shall 
t-th'Tor*    persist  in  his  obstinacy,  you  that  be  his  subjects  hereafter  give  to  him  no  service 
disobedi-  nor  obedience ;  for  the  which  thing  doing,  we  here  discharge  you  before  God 
encc-      and  your  souls.    For  if  your  bishop  shall  seem  contrary  to  the  decreements 
and  injunctions  apostolical,  wc,  through  the  apostolical  authority  of  St.  Peter, 
discliarge  and  absolve  you  from  the  band  of  your  allegiance  to  him.    So  that  if 
you  be  sworn  to  him,  so  long  as  he  is  a  rebel  against  God  and  the  apostolic 
seat,  we  loose  you  from  the  peril  of  your  oath,  that  you  shall  not  need  to  fear 
therein  any  danger,  &c. 

Otho,  bishop  of  Constance,  thus  being  cited,  whether  he  did  appear 
personally  himself,  1  do  not  read.  This  I  read  and  find,  that  in  the 
said  council  holden  at  Rome,  Hildebrand,  with  other  bishops  of 
Rome,  did  then  enact,  among  many  others,  these  three  things  most 
special : —  First,  that  no  priest,  hereafter,  should  marry.  Secondly, 
Hew  tliat  all  such  as  were  married  should  be  divorced.  Thirdly,  that  none 
the"™*  of  hereafter  should  be  admitted  to  the  order  of  priesthood,  but  should 
swear  perpetual  chastity,  &c.  This  council  of  Rome  being  ended, 
forthwith  the  act  of  Hildebrand  concerning  the  single  life  of  priests 
was  proclaimed  and  published  in  all  places,  and  strict  commandment 
given  to  bishops  to  execute  the  same. 

The  copy  of  his  Bull  sent  into  Italy  and  Germany. 

Gregory,  the  pope,  otherwise  Hildebrand,  the  servant  of  the  servants  of 
God,  sendeth  the  apostle  s  blessing  to  all  those  within  the  kingdoms  of  Italy 
and  Germany,  who  show  their  true  obedience  to  St.  Peter.  If  there  be  any 
priests,  deacons,  and  subdeacons,  that  still  will  remain  in  the  sin  of  fornication, 
we  forbid  them  the  church's  entrance,  by  the  omnipotent  power  of  God,  and 
by  the  authority  of  St.  Peter,  till  in  time  they  amend  and  repent  But,  if  thev 
persevere  in  their  sin,  we  charge  that  none  of  you  presume  to  hear  their 
service ;  for  their  blessing  iB  turned  into  cursing,  and  their  prayer  into  sin,  as 
the  Lord  doth  testify  to  us  by  his  prophets,  "  I  will  turn  your  blessing,"  &c 
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Mr  Con- 
queror. 


The  bishops  of  France  being  called  upon  daily  with  the  pope's 
letters,  were  compelled  to  obey  the  decree  of  the  council ;  but  the 
residue  of  the  clergy,  manfully  and  stoutly  withstanding  the  pope's  A  j} 
decree  and  enforcement  of  their  bishops,  would  not  agree,  but  repined  107 1. 

thereat,  and  said  that  the  council  did  manifestly  repugn  against  the  

word  of  God,  and  that  the  pope  did  take  from  priests  that  which  both  J£*  rf 
God  and  nature  had  given  them ;  and  therefore  that  that  person  was  ^ancc 
a  heretic,  and  author  of  a  wicked  doctrine,  who  ruled  and  governed  Eh?  ,ha 
not  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  by  Satan.  That  the  decree  and  act  set 
forth  tended  directly  against  the  word  of  God  and  the  saying  of 
Christ, — "  Non  omnes  capiunt  verbum  hoc     "  All  men  have  not 
the  gift  and  capacity  of  this  word.'"    Also  that  it  was  against  the 
sound  doctrine  of  St.  Paul,  writing  these  words, — M  As  concerning 
virginity,  I  have  no  commandment  of  the  Lord,"  &c. ;  again  ;  u  He 
that  cannot  otherwise  live  continent,  let  him  marry  J"    Also,  that  it 
was  against  the  canons  both  of  the  apostles  and  of  the  Nicene  Council. 
Moreover,  that  it  was  against  the  course  of  nature,  which  he  required, 
namely,  that  men  being  sequestered  from  their  natural  wives  and 
women,  should  be  coacted  to  live  as  angels ;  that  is,  to  perform  tliat 
which  nature  doth  not  give ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  bishop  therein 
did  open  a  pernicious  window  to  uncleanncss  and  to  fornication.  In 
sum,  giving  up  their  answer,  thus  they  concluded :  that  they  had 
rather  give  up  their  benefices  than  forsake  their  natural  and  lawful 
wives,  against  the  word  of  Christ;  and,  finally,  if  married  priests 
could  not  please  them,  they  should  call  down  angels  from  heaven  to 
serve  the  cnurches.    But  Hildcbrand,  nothing  moved,  neither  with 
honest  reason  nor  with  the  authority  of  holy  Scripture,  nor  with  the 
determination  of  the  Nicene  Council,  nor  any  thing  else,  followeth 
up  this  matter,  and  calling  upon  the  bishops  still,  with  his  letters  and 
legates,  doth  solicit  their  minds,  accusing  them  of  negligence  and 
dastardilihcss,  and  threatening  them  with  excommunication,  unless 
they  cause  their  priests  to  obey  his  decree  enjoined  them.  Where- 
upon a  great  number  of  bishops,  for  fear  of  the  pope's  tyranny, 
laboured  the  matter  with  their  priests,  by  all  means  possible,  to  bereave 
them  of  their  accustomed  matrimony. 

Amongst  others,  the  archbishop  of  Mentz,  perceiving  this  act  of  nuh«pof 
taking  away  priests'  marriage  might  breed  him  no  little  trouble,   eD  fc 
talketh  with  his  clergy  gently,  admonishcth  them  of  the  pope's  mind 
and  decree,  and  giveth  them  half  a  year's  respite  to  deliberate  upon 
the  case  ; 1  exhorting  them  diligently  to  show  themselves  obedient  to 
the  pope  and  to  him,  and  to  grant  with  gooy!  will  that  which  at  length, 
will  they,  nill  they,  they  must  needs  be  forced  unto;  and  therefore 
of  their  own  accord  to  stand  content  therewith,  lest  the  pope  should 
be  compelled  to  attempt  ways  of  sharper  severity.    The  time  of  deli- 
beration expired,  the  archbishop  'assembleth  his  clergy  at  Erspford, 
in  the  mont\  of  October,  and  there  willeth  them,  according  to  the  The 
pontifical  decree,  either  to  abjure  for  ever  all  matrimony,  or  else  to  German/ 
renounce  their  benefices  and  ecclesiastical  livings.    The  clergy  again  *^nit 
defend  themselves  against  the  pope's  decree  with  the  Scriptures,  with  t&iwpe'a. 
reason,  with  the  acts  of  general  councils,  with  the  examples  of  their  jiS 

(I)  Ex  Lamberto  Scafoalniriccnal,  In  II!»t.  Germanorum 
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wuuam  ancestors,  and  with  divers  strong  arguments,  declaring  the  pope's 
qirr^  decree  not  to  be  consonant  nor  one  that  ought  to  take  effect ;  but 
A  D  the  archbishop  said  he  was  compelled  so  of  the  pope,  and  could  not 
1075!  otherwise  do,  but  execute  that  which  was  enjoined  him. 

  The  clergy  seeing  that  no  reason  nor  prayer,  nor  disputation  would 

serve,  laid  their  heads  together,  consulting  among  themselves  what 
was  best  to  be  done.  Some  gave  counsel  not  to  return  again  to  the 
synod,  some  thought  it  good  to  return  and  thrust  out  the  archbishop 
from  his  see,  and  to  give  him  due  punishment  of  death  for  his  deserving, 
that  by  his  example,  others  may  be  warned  hereafter  never  to  attempt 
that  thing  any  more,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  church,  and  the  rightful 
liberty  of  ministers.  After  that,  there  was  signified  to  the  arch- 
bishop, by  certain  spies  that  were  amongst  them,  what  the  clergy 
intended  to  do ;  on  which  the  archbishop,  to  prevent  and  salve  the 
matter,  sendeth  to  the  priests  as  they  were  coming  out,  certain  mes- 
sengers, bidding  them  to  be  of  good  hope,  and  to  return  again  to  the 
metropolitan,  and  that  they  should  have  that  which  should  content 
their  minds.  So,  being  persuaded,  they  come  again  to  the  council.  The 
bishop  promiseth  he  would  do  his  endeavour  what  he  could  to  revoke 
and  turn  the  mind  of  the  bishop  of  Rome  from  that  sentence,  willing 
them  in  the  mean  time  to  continue  as  they  had  done  in  their  cure  and 
a. d.i 076.  ministry.  The  next  year  following,  Hildebrand,  the  soldier  of 
Satan,  sendeth  his  legate,  who  was  a  certain  bishop  called  Curiensis, 
to  the  archbishop  of  Mentz,  and  assembled  there  a  council,  in  which 
the  archbishop  again  proposed  the  matter,  commanding  all  the  clergy, 
under  pain  ot  the  pope's  curse,  there  perpetually  to  renounce  either 
their  wives  or  their  livings.  The  clergy  defended  their  cause  again 
with  great  constancy,  but  when  no  defension  could  take  place,  but 
all  went  by  tyranny  and  mere  extortion,  it  burst  out  in  the  end  in  an 
uproar  and  tumult,  from  which  the  legate  and  the  archbishop  being 
in  great  danger,  hardly  escaped  with  their  lives;  and  so  the  council 
broke  up.  By  this  schism  and  tumult  it  followed,  that  the  churches 
after  that,  in  choosing  their  priests,  would  not  send  them  to  the 
bishops  (the  enemies  and  suppressors  of  matrimony)  to  be  confirmed 
and  inducted,  but  did  elect  them  within  themselves,  and  so  put  them 
in  their  office  without  all  leave  or  knowledge  of  the  bishops,  who  then 
agreed  and  were  determined  to  admit  no  priests,  but  suen  as  should 
gin  take  an  oath  of  perpetual  singleness,  never  to  marry  after ;  and  thus 
urSSt-  first  came  up  the  oath  and  profession  of  single  priesthood.  Notwith- 
!i  n?i£?w  standing,  if  other  nations  had  followed  the  constancy  and  concord  of 
those  German  ministers,  the  devilish  drift  and  decree  of  this  Hilde- 
brand, or  rather  1  Hcllbrand,'  had  been  frustrated  and  avoided  ;  but 
this  greediness  of  livings  in  weak  priests  made  them  yield  up  their 
godly  liberty  to  wicked  tyranny.  Yet  this  remaineth  in  these 
concord  Germans  to  be  noted,  what  concord  can  do  in  repressing  the  inordi- 
pri,JIiun  natc  requests  of  evil  bishops  if  they  constantly  stand  to  the  truth, 
ral"  and  hold  together.    And  thus  much  for  banishing  of  matrimony. 

Now  let  us  proceed  to  the  contests  between  wicked  Hildebrand 
and  the  godly  emperor.  But  before,  by  the  way  of  digression,  it 
shall  not  be  much  from  the  purpose  to  touch  a  little  on  the 
properties  of  this  pope,  as  we  find  them  described  in  certain  epistles 
of  lienno,  a  cardinal,  writing  to  other  cardinals  of  Rome ;  which 


Digitized  by  Google 


HI  LI)  ED  RAND  UNLAWFULLY   CHOSEN   POPE.  12) 

Benno  lived  in  the  same  time  of  Hildcbrand,  and  dctecteth  the  JJg? 
prodigious  acts  and  doings  of  this  monstrous  pope.  First  he  declares  gt*ror' 
that  he  was  a  sorcerer  most  notable,  and  a  necromancer,  an  old  com-  A  T)  " 
panion  of  Sylvester,  of  Ijaurentius  and  Theophylact,  called  other-  1076. 

wise  Benedict  IX.    Amongst  others,  Benno  the  cardinal  writeth  this  

history  of  him  : 

"  Upon  a  certain  time  tliis  Gregory,  coming  from  Albanua  to  Rome,  had 
forgot  behind  him  his  familiar  book  of  necromancy,  which  he  was  wont 
commonly  to  carry  always  with  him.  Whereupon  remembering  himself,  on 
entering  the  port  of  Lateral i,  he  calleth  two  of  his  most  trusty  familiars  to 
fetch  the  book,  charging  them  on  no  account  to  look  within  it.  But  they 
being  so  restrained,  were  the  more  desirous  to  open  it,  and  to  peruse  it,  and 
so  did.  After  they  had  read  a  little  the  secrets  of  the  satanical  book,  suddenly 
there  came  about  them  the  messengers  of  Satan,  the  multitude  and  terror  of 
whom  made  them  almost  out  of  their  wits.  At  length,  they  coming  to  them- 
selves, the  spirits  were  instant  upon  them  to  know  wherefore  they  were  called 
up,  wherefore  they  were  vexed;  'quickly,'  said  they,  'tell  us  what  ye  would  us 
to  do,  or  else  we  will  fall  upon  you,  if  ye  retain  us  longer.'  Then  spake  one  of 
the  young  men  to  them,  bidding  them  go  and  pluck  down  yonder  walls, 
pointing  unto  certain  high  walls  there  nigh  to  Home,  which  they  did  in  a 
moment  The  young  men  crossing  them  for  fear  of  the  spirits,  and  scarcely 
recovering  themselves,  at  length  came  to  their  master." 

And  it  followeth,  moreover,  in  the  epistle  of  the  said  Benno  to 
the  cardinals, — 

"  We  have  made  mention  to  you  before  of  divers  colleges  of  the  church  pope 
of  Rome  which  refused  to  communicate  with  him;  as  Leo,  then  arch-priest  H  jfor 
of  the  cardinals,  Benno,  Ugobald,  Johannes  the  cardinal,  and  Peter,  chancellor  j°v 
and  cardinal,  being  all  instituted  before  this  Hildebrand.    These  three  also  being  diver*  of 
consecrated  by  him,  that  is  to  say,  Natro,  Innocent,  and  Leo,  forsook  him,  jjj*^*'" 
cursing  the  detestable  errors  which  he  held.    In  like  case  Theodinus,  whom  he 
constituted  archdeacon,  and  other  cardinals  more,  Johannes  siraanu-d  Primi- 
eerius,  Petrus  Ohlationarius,  with  all  that  appertained  to  them,  saving  one  only 
man.  And  now,  when  this  Hildebrand  saw  that  the  bishops  also  woidd  forsake 
him,  he  called  unto  him  the  laymen  and  made  them  privy  of  his  council, 
thinking  thereby  to  separate  the  bishops,  that  they  should  have  no  conference 
with  the  cardinals.    After  that  he  called  together  those  bishops,  and  being  He  com- 
guarded  with  bands  of  laymen  he  enforced  the  bishops,  partly  for  fear,  and  {^"^h 
partly  by  his  menacing  words,  to  swear  unto  him,  that  they  should  never  shop*  and 
disagree  unto  that  which  he  would  have  done,  that  they  should  never  defend  pri««»  of 
the  king's  quarrel,  and  that  they  should  never  favour  or  obey  the  pope  that  j^0™',^. 
should  in  his  stead  be  instituted.    Which  thing  being  done,  he  sent  them,  by  to  him. 
means  of  the  prince  of  Salernitea,  into  Campania ;  and  thus  did  he  separate 
them  from  the  company  of  the  cardinals,  and  from  the  city  of  Rome.  And 
not  only  the  bishops,  but  also  the  priests  of  the  citv,  and  clerks  of  inferior  orders, 
as  also  the  laymen,  he  bound  by  their  oaths,  that  at  no  time  nor  for  any 
cause  they  should  condescend  unto  the  king. 

"As  soon  as  Pope  Alexander  was  dead,  who  died  somewhat  before  night,  the 
same  day,  contrary  to  the  canons,  he  was  chosen  pope  of  the  laymen,  but 
the  cardinals  subscribed* not  to  his  election,  for  the  canons  prescribed,  under  Pope  Hit- 
pain  of  cursing,  that  none  should  be  chosen  pope  before  the  third  day  after  the  u",„rr'd"?ly 
burial  of  his  predecessor.    But  he,  by  sinister  means  thus  climbing  to  the  see,  made 
removed  the  cardinals  of  the  said  see  from  being  of  the  council.    With  what  F**" 
persons,  however,  he  consulted  night  and  day,  Rome  well  heard  and  saw. 
And  he  now  putting  the  cardinals  from  his  council,  his  life,  faith,  and  doctrine, 
no  man  could  accuse  or  bear  witness  of ;  whereas  in  the  canons  is  commanded, 
that  in  every  place  wheresoever  the  pope  is,  should  be  with  him  three  cardinals, 
being  priests,  and  two  deacons,  because  of  his  ecclesiastical  testimony,  and  style 
of  verity  •  at  which  canonical  decree  look,  gentle  reader,  before.    He  violently 
wrested  the  sacred  Scriptures  to  cover  his  falsehood,  which  kind  of  idolatry 
W  great  it  is,  manifestly,  throughout  all  the  Scripture,  appeareth.  Contrary 
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to  the  mindB  and  counsel  of  the  cardinals,  and  beside  the  determinate  order  of 
pronouncing  judgment  by  the  canons,  he  rashly  did  excommunicate  the  emperor, 
being  in  no  synod  solemnly  accused  before.    The  sentence  of  which  excom- 


A.D.    munication,  after  rehearsal  of  these  presents,  shall  also  be  manifested  (Christ 
1076.   willing),  to  the  which  excommunication  (saith  Benno)  none  of  the  cardinals 
would  subscribe.  As  soon  as  he  arose  out  of  his  seat  papal,  to  excommunicate  the 


Thr  cm-  emperor,  the  same  seat,  being  made  but  a  little  before  with  big  timber, 
wiwV  suddenly,  by  the  appointment  of  God,  was  rent  and  shivered  in  pieces ;  so  that 
fully  n-  all  men  might  plainly  understand,  what  and  how  great  and  terrible  schisms  that 
lubber  had  sown  against  the  church  of  Christ,  against  the  seat  of  St.  Peter,  and 


how  cruelly  he  had  aspersed  the  chair  of  Christ,  in  defiling  the  laws  of  the 
pope's     church,  ruling  by  might  and  austerity  in  that  his  so  perilous  and  presumptuous 
excommunication. 


"  In  the  description  of  the  same  excommunication  he  inserteth  those  things 
him  a.  he  wherein  he  himself  erred,  when  he  absolved  the  emperor,  being  unjustly  ex- 
nm  to  communicated,  and  the  bishops  also  communicating  with  him ;  and  to  the 
munfrate  uttermost  thus  cutting  and  mangling  the  unity  of  the  church,  and  those  that 
the  em-  communicated  with  them,  he  did  as  much  as  in  him  lay  to  make  two  churches. 
ThTpooe  "  Also  the  same  bold  merchant  commanded  that  the  cardinals  should  fast,  to 
dividcth  the  intent  that  God  would  reveal  whose  opinion  was  better,  whether  that  of 
,r1kUDl,y  tne  church  of  Rome,  or  of  Berengarius,  touching  the  controversy  of  the  Lord's 

'hi 


body  in  the  sacrament.    And  hereby  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  manifest  infidel, 
for  that  in  the  Nicene  Council  it  is  written, '  He  that  doubteth  is  an  infidel.' 
"  Further,  he  sought  for  a  sign  to  establish  his  faith  concerning  the  article 
or  this    of  the  Lord's  body;  as  did  Gregory  to  confirm  the  woman's  faith,  when  the 
m*"^    consecrated  bread  was  transubstantiated  into  the  form  of  a  fleshly  finger.  He 
In' no  ap-        801,1  two  cardinals,  Attones  and  Cunones,  unto  Anastasie,  that  with  the 
proved     arch-priest  of  the  same  church  they  should  begin  a  fast  of  three  days'  space, 
history.    an(j  fil&t  everv  Qf  them,  every  day  during  those  three  days,  should  say  over  the 
Psalter,  and  sing  masses,  that  Christ  would  show  unto  them  some  such  like  sign 
of  his  body,  as  he  did  to  the  aforesaid  Gregory  ;  which  thing  they  could  not  see. 

"  The  emperor  was  wont  oftentimes  to  go  to  St  Mary's  church,  in  the  mount 
Aventine,  to  pray.    Hildebrand,  when  he  had  by  his  espials  searched  out  and 
knew  all  the  doings  of  the  emperor,  caused  the  place  where  the  emperor  was 
accustomed,  either  standing  or  prostrate  on  his  face,  to  pray,  to  be  marked, 
and  for  money  he  hired  a  naughty  pack  like  himself,  to  gather  and  lay  together 
The  pope  a  neaP  °^  S^*1  atODC*  directly  over  the  place  in  the  vault  of  the  church  whera 
htrethone  the  emperor  would  stand,  that  in  throwing  the  same  down  upon  his  head,  he 
«"  tii>  the  Hhould  sky  the  emperor.    About  which  purpose  as  the  hireling  hasted,  and 
•raperor.  waj  ^      removing  to  the  place  a  stone  of  great  hugeness  and  weight,  it  broke 
the  plank  whereon  it  lay,  and  the  hireling  standing  thereupon,  both  together  fell 
down  from  the  roof  to  the  pavement  of  the  church,  and  with  the  same  was  dashed 
all  in  pieces.   After  the  Romans  had  understanding  of  the  handling  of  this  matter, 
they  fastened  a  rope  to  one  of  the  feet  of  this  hireling,  and  caused  him  to  be 
drawn  through  the  streets  of  the  city  three  days  together  in  example  to  others. 
The  emperor,  notwithstanding,  according  to  his  wonted  clemency,  caused  him 
to  be  buried. 

Wide-        "  Johannes,  bishop  of  Portua,  being  one  of  the  secret  council  of  Hildebrand, 
came  up  into  the  pulpit  of  St.  Peter,  and  amongst  other  tilings,  in  the  hearing 


the  tacrm-  "°tn°f tne  clergy  and  people, said,  "Hildebrand  and  we  have  committed  such  a 
ment  of  deed,  and  so  horrible,  for  the  which  we  are  all  worthy  to  be  burned  alive ;" 
the  i^rd**  meaning  of  the  sacrament  of  the  body  of  Christ,  which  sacrament  Hildebrand, 
the  fire',  wnen  he  thereof  required  a  divine  answer  against  the  emperor,  and  it  would  not 
because  speak,  threw  into  the  fire  and  burned  it,  contrary  to  the  persuasion  of  the 
IrivThim  cardinala  wbo  Wt'rc  there  present,  and  would  have  resisted  the  same, 
no  an-  "  In  the  second  holy  day,  in  the  Easter-week,  when  the  clergy  and  the  people 
were  assembled  at  St.  Peter's  church  to  hear  mass,  after  the  gospel  he  went 
up  into  the  pulpit,  as  he  was  in  his  pontifical  attire,  and,  in  the  presence  of 
divers  bishops  and  cardinals  (a  great  company  both  of  the  senate  and  the 
people  of  Rome  being  gathered  together)  openly  preached,  among  many  other 
wordi  of  divination,  that  the  king,  whose  name  was  Henry,  should  die,  without 
all  peradventure,  before  the  feast  of  St.  Peter  next  ensuing ;  or  else,  at  least- 
■  that  he  should  be  so  dejected  from  his  kingdom,  that  he  should  not  be  able 
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any  more  to  gather  together  above  the  number  of  six  knight*.  This  he  preached  wuiiam 
to  the  bishops  and  cardinals,  and  to  all  that  were  present,  crying  out  of  the  tkeC°*- 
pulpit  in  these  words,  "  Never  accept  me  for  pope  any  more,  but  pluck  me  from  *9*ror 
the  altar,  if  this  prophecy  be  not  fulfilled  by  the  day  appointed."  About  the  same  A.D. 
time  he  went  about,  by  help  of  privy  murderers,  to  kill  the  emperor,  but  1076. 

God  preserved  him.    And  many  there  were,  even  at  that  time,  who  thought  zz  

Pope  Hildebrand  to  be  guilty,  and  to  be  the  deviser  of  the  treason,  because  ^keth1* 
that  then  he,  before  the  deed  was  put  in  execution,  presumed  of  the  death  of  «K»in  to 
the  king,  being  by  him  falsely  prophesied  of  before,  which  words  of  his  wounded  " 


ay  men's  hearts.   And  it  came  to  pass  that  Hildebrand,  by  his  words,  was  nr. 
openly  condemned  in  the  congregation,  which,  as  it  is  said,  gave  judgment 
of  himself  to  be  no  pope,  neither  that  he  would  be  counted  for  pope  any 
longer,  but  thought  to  be  both  a  belier  and  a  traitor,  unless  that  before  the 
feast  of  St  Peter,  next  coming,  the  emperor  should  die,  or  else  should  be  Thc 
deprived  of  aU  kingly  honour,  insomuch  that  he  should  not  be  able  to  make  by  hi* 
above  six  knights  on  bis  part.    And  thus,  by  the  appointment  of  God,  it  came  own 
to  pass,  that  by  his  own  mouth  he  was  condemned  for  a  heretic.  eoudern- 
"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  The  prophet  who  of  arrogancy  will  prophesy  in  my  n«iror« 
name  those  things  I  have  not  commanded  him,  or  else  will  prophesy  in  the  bcret'c- 
name  of  other  gods,  let  him  be  slain.    And  if  thou  shalt  say  with  thyself,  How 
shall  I  know  what  thing  it  is  that  the  Lord  hath  not  commanded  to  be  spoken  ? 
this  token  shalt  thou  have  to  know  it  by  :  whatsoever  thing  the  prophet,  in  the 
name  of  God,  shall  prophesy,  and  the  same  come  not  to  pass,  that  mayest  thou 
be  sure  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken,  but  the  prophet  hath  imagined,  through  the 
haughtiness  of  his  own  mind,  and  therefore  thou  shalt  not  be  afraid  of  him.' 

"  When  the  time  was  expired  that  Hildebrand  in  his  divination  had  set,  The  em- 
and  that  neither  the  king  was  dead,  neither  the  power  of  the  empire  impaired ;  i  Ior  P"*- 
and  fearing,  lest  by  the  words  of  his  own  mouth  he  should  be  reprehended  and  Jhepoiw 
condemned,  subtilely  he  turned  his  tale,  saying,  and  persuading  the  ignorant  of  <;<< 
people,  that  he  meant  not  of  the  body  of  the  lung,  but  of  his  soul ;  as  though  t~* 
the  soul  of  the  king  had  lost  all,  saving  six  of  his  knights  or  soldiers,  or  else  Sie  pro- 
had  been  dead  during  that  space ;  and  thus,  by  these  sleights  he  beguiled  Phet- 
the  ignorant  people.    Against  such  prophets,  St  Gregory  on  Ezekie!  saith, 
'  Between  true  prophets  and  false  this  difference  there  is,  that  true  prophets, 
if  they  speak  any  thing  of  their  own  mind,  they  be  soon  rebuked,  but  the 
false^  prophets  both  tell  lies,  and,  not  having  the  spirit  of  truth,  persevere 

"  Over  andbesidea,  the  said  Hildebrand  judged  to  death  three  men,  before  Three 
they  were  convicted,  or  else  confessed  their  crime,  without  the  sentence  of  v^"t 
any  secular  judge,  and  caused  them  to  be  hanged  upon  a  pair  of  gallows,  death  by 
over  against  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  in  a  place  called  Palatiolum,  without  any  Hilde- 
delay  or  advisement,  contrary  to  the  laws  which  command,  that  every  public  52£l 
offender  should  have  thirty  days'  space  before  he  be  put  to  execution ;  which  all  liw. 
thing  even  amongst  the  pagans  is  in  use  and  observed,  as  teacheth  the  authority 
of  St.  Ambrose,  and  the  martyrdom  of  holy  Marcelianus  and  Marcus. 

"  He  cast  Centius  the  son  of  Stephen,  tin-  alderman,  into  prison,  being  Centiui 
before  his  trusty  friend;  and,  in  a  vessel  thick  set  with  sharp  nails,  he  tormented1  SffijJ^ 
him  to  the  point  of  death,  who,  after  he  was  escaped,  apprehended  the  said  pui*'* 
Hildebrand.    Of  this  apprehension,  before  he  was  set  at  liberty,  he  openly 
forgave  all  the  conspirators ;  which  thing  afterwards,  contrary  to  his  fidelity, 
he  brake  and  revenged,  and  caused  Centius,  to  whom  he  had  forgiven  all 
offences,  to  be  taken,  and  hanged  him,  and  nine  of  his  men,  upon  the 
gallows  before  St.  Peter's  porch. 

"  There  was,  at  the  apprehension  of  Pope  Hildebrand,  a  certain  widow's 
son,  to  whom  and  to  others  more,  for  their  penance,  he  had  enjoined  a  year's 
banishment;  which  time  being  expleat,  or  run  out,  the  widow,  in  token  of 
more  ample  satisfaction,  thinking  thereby  to  have  appeased  the  mind  of 
Hildebrand,  put  a  halter  about  her  son's  neck,  and,  drawing  him  by  the  rope 
to  the  foot  of  Hildebrand,  said,  '  My  lord  pope,  at  your  hands  will  I  receive 
Spain  my  son,  who  one  whole  year  hath  endured  banishment,  and  other 

C nance,  by  your  holiness  enjoined/  Then  the  said  Hildebrand  for  that  instant, 
cause  of  those  who  were  with  him  in  company,  dissembling  his  wrath, 
delivered  her  her  son,  very  churlishly,  saying,  '  Get  thee  hence,  woman,  I  bid 
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Wimam  thee,  and  let  me  be  at  rest'  After  this  he  sent  his  officers,  and  apprehended 
the  con-  t},e  widow's  son,  and  gave  commandment  to  the  justices  to  put  him  to 
V"or:.  death,  who  all  together  making  answer,  said,  1  That  they  could  no  more 
A.D.    condemn  or  meddle  with  him,  for  that  he  had  for  his  crime  committed 
1 076.  appealed  once  to  the  pope,  and  abidden  the  banishment,  and  done  the  penance 
The  v il •   D>'  n'm  enjoined.'    Hereupon  this  glorious  Hildebrand,  displeased  with  the 
lai.yof    judges,  caused  the  foot  or  the  widow's  son  to  be  cut  off,  making  neither 
irTkiiiln  rePentance>  nnr  tne  ',nvs  and  ordinances,  to  be  of  any  estimation  with  him  : 
•"widow'i  and  thus,  his  foot  being  cut  off,  he  died  within  three  days  after  with  the 
■oa.       pain  thereof.    Many  other  wicked  deeds  did  this  Hildebrand,  upon  whom 
the  blood  of  the  church  erieth  vengeance,  shed  by  the  sword,  that  is,  the 
miserable  treachery  of  his  tongue;  for  which  things,  and  that  justlv,  the 
church  refused  to  communicate  with  him."1 


Another  Epistle  of  Benno  to  the  Cardinals. 

To  the  reverend  fathers  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  to  his  beloved  in  Christ, 
and  to  his  brethren  who  shall  for  ever  be  beloved,  Benno,  the  cardinal  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  wisheth  faithful  service,  health,  and  communion  with  the  sen-ants  of 
the  catholic  church  :  of  the  which  communion,  discipline,  aud  power,  he  vainly 
braggeth,  who,  by  the  presumption  of  his  authority,  shall  unjustly  bind  or  loose 
any  manner  of  person.  And  he  doth  unjustly  bind,  whatsoever  he  be,  who 
curseth  any  man,  being  willing  to  make  satisfaction,  and  bewailing  his  bold- 
ness, being  also  unconvicted,  and  not  confessing  the  crime ;  but  rather  by  cursing 
that  party  in  vain,  he  curseth  and  condemneth  himself,  turning  his  weapon  upon 
his  own  person  to  his  destruction.  O  strange  and  new  found  treachery,  proceeding 
from  the  sanctuary,  nay,  rather  from  him  who,  as  high-priest,  seemeth  to  rule  the 
church,  and  to  be  a  judge  over  the  judges ! 

Hildebrand  was  earnestly  in  hand  with  the  emperor,  that  he  should  deprive 
those  bishops  who  came  in  by  simony.    The  emperor,  thinking,  as  a  zealous 
?he '       prince,  that  this  commission  had  proceeded  from  the  throne  of  God,  without  delay 
bhhopt    obeyed  the  same,  and,  forthwith,  without  any  consideration,  or  judicial  order, 
therm-    deprived  certain  bishops,  and  thought  that  by  this  his  obedience  to  Hildebrand 
pemr.      he  offered  an  acceptable  sacrifice  to  God ;  not  knowing  the  crafty  handling  of 
him.    Rut  Hildebrand  then  again  replaced  those  whom  the  emperor  for  simony 
at  his  commandment  had  before  deposed,  and  those  whom  by  that  means  he  made 
to  bear  a  hateful  heart  to  the  emperor,  he  reconciled  again  to  himself  in  great 
familiarity ;  and  by  many  and  great  oaths  taken  of  them,  for  their  fidelity  towards 
him,  he  promoted  them  above  all  the  rest.  And  thus,  by  these  pranks,  the  impe- 
rial seat  of  the  king  being  shortly  after  impaired,  and  destitute  almost  of  friends, 
he,  craftily  purchasing  the  friendship  and  favour  of  the  greatest  princes,  the  better 
to  bring  his  matters  to  pass,  suddenly  again,  without  any  lawful  accusation, 
without  any  canonical  vocation,  without  all  judicial  order,  excommunicated  the 
emperor  (so  obedient  always  unto  him),  and  set  the  princes  of  the  empire  all 
against  him.    And  notwithstanding,  as  the  apostle  saith,  that  no  man  ought  to 
circumvent  his  brother  in  his  business,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  he  rather  mortified 
The  tm-  and  killed  him,  than  brotherly  corrected  him.    Thus  the  emperor  being  many 
r»u*d  by  wavs  circumvented,  as  excommunicated  besides  of  the  canonical  order,  and  by 
Hiide-     the  consent  and  counsel  of  Hildebrand,  spoiled  of  the  greatest  part  of  his  imperial 
brand  to  honour,  and  overcharged  with  great  wars  and  slaughters  of  his  own  subjects,  in 
h^mir'c    vam  desired  and  sued  to  liave  the  canon  read  and  heard,  causing  him,  by  force 
and  violence,  at  Canusium,  in  the  presence  of  Hildebrand,  to  accuse  himself  by 
his  own  confession. 

Say  you  now,  I  pray  you,  all  such  as  love  justice,  and  love  not  to  Van  either 
to  the  left  hand,  or  to  the  right,  in  favour  of  any  person  ;  say  your  minds,  whether 
that  such  a  confession  being  forced  upon  never  so  poor  a  man  (much  less  upon 
an  emperor)  ought  at  such  a  time  to  be  prejudicial  or  not  ?  or  whether  he  who 
The  (cre»t  extorted  the  same  confession  is  guilty  of  the  canon,  or  he  who,  being  so  perversely 
of  ih nC"  ju°^cd'  sluTcred  the  injury  of  a  most  perverse  iudge  ?  who  also  most  patiently 
godly      and  publicly  suffered  this  violence  with  lamentable  affliction  upon  his  bare  feet, 
emperor,  clothed  in  thin  garments,  in  the  sharp  winter,  to  which  he  never  was  used,  and 

(1)  H«c  Benno.  Rom.  Csidinal. 
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was  three  days  together  at  Canusium  made  a  spectacle  both  of  angels  and  men,  William 
and  a  ludibnous  moc  king-stock  to  that  proud  Hildebrand.    Never  trust  me,  if 
fourteen  cardinals,  the  archdeacon  himself,  and  he  that  is  called  Primiccrius,  - 
being  all  wise  and  religious  men,  besides  many  others  of  the  clerks  of  Lateran,    A. P. 
(to  the  judgment  and  privilege  of  whose  holy  seat  the  whole  world  is  obedient,)  1076. 

weighing  and  considering  his  intolerable  apostasy,  departed  not  from  partici-  

pating,  and  refused  to  communicate  with  him. 

This  glorious  Hildebrand,  and  his  affinity,  by  their  new  authority,  breaking 
the  decrees  of  the  Chalcedon  Council,  not  only  in  words,  but  also  in  public  writings, 
have  agreed,  that  it  is  tolerable  both  to  baptise  and  communicate,  being  out  of 
the  church  of  God :  and  how  blind  these  men  were,  and  also  what  heretics  they 
be,  their  own  writings  do  declare.  What  a  mischief  is  this  (saith  Bcnno)  that 
they  presume  to  judge  of  the  church,  who  swarm  themselves  in  all  errors,  who 
also  esteem  the  verity  but  as  a  lie ;  and  lest  their  poisoned  falsehood  both  in 
words  and  writings  should  appear,  they  have,  like  subtle  poisoners,  the  sooner  Whst  a 
to  deceive,  mixed  honey  therewithal.  A  lie,  saith  St.  Augustine,  is  every  thing  ,to  '»■ 
pronounced  with  the  intent  of  deceiving  others. 

It  were  too  long  and  tedious  here  to  recite  all  the  detestable  Pope  hii- 
doings,  and  diabolical  practices  of  conjurings,  charms,  and  filthy  foxtrot 
sorceries,  exercised  between  him,  and  Laurentius,  and  Theophylact,  jUJJJ^J* 
otherwise  named  Pope  Benedict  IX.,  whereof  a  long  narration  juring. 
followeth,  in  the  aforesaid  epistle  of  Bcnno  to  the  cardinals,  to  be 
seen,  to  which  the  reader  may  repair,  whoso  hath  either  leisure  to 
read  or  mind  to  understand  more  of  the  abominable  parts  and  devilish 
acts  of  this  Hildebrand. 

Thus  having  sufficiently  alleged  the  words  and  testimonies  of 
Benno  and  Aventinus,  concerning  the  acts  and  facts  of  this  pope ; 
now  let  us  proceed,  in  the  order  as  followeth  in  his  story,  to  set  forth 
the  miserable  vexation  which  the  virtuous  and  godly  emperor  sus- 
tained by  that  ungodly  person. 

About  what  time  Hildebrand  was  made  pope,  Henry  IV.,  the  Henry tv. 
emperor,  was  encumbered  and  much  vexed  with  civil  dissention  in  " 
Germany,  by  reason  of  certain  grievances  of  the  Saxons  against  him 
and  his  father,  Henry  III. ;  whereupon  the  matter  growing  to  sedi- 
tion, sides  were  taken,  and  great  wars  ensued  betwixt  Otho,  duke  of 
Saxony,  and  Henry,  the  emperor.    This  busy  time  seemed  to 
Hildebrand  very  opportune  to  work  his  feats,  whose  study  and  drift 
was  ever  from  the  beginning  to  advance  the  dominion  of  the  Romish 
seat  above  all  other  bishops,  and  also  to  press  down  the  authority  of 
the  temporal  rulers,  under  the  spiritual  men  of  the  church.  And 
although  he  went  about  the  same  long  before,  by  subtle  trains  and 
acts  set  forth  concerning  simony,  yet  now  he  thought  more  effec- 
tuously  to  accomplish  his  purposed  intent,  after  that  he  was  exalted 
thither  where  he  would  be.    And  therefore  now  bearing  himself  the 
bolder,  by  the  authority  of  St.  Peter's  throne,1  first  he  began  to 
pursue  the  act  set  out  by  his  predecessor,  as  touching  simony, 
cursing  and  excommunicating,  whosoever  they  were,  that  received 
any  spiritual  living  or  promotion  at  laymen's  hands,  as  also  all  such 
as  were  the  givers  thereof.    For  this  he  then  called  simony,  that 
under  that  colour  he  might  defeat  the  temporal  potestates  of  their 
right,  and  so  bring  the  whole  clergy  at  length  to  the  lure  of  Rome. 
And  forasmuch  as  the  emperor  was  the  head,  thinking  first  to  begin 

(I)  "  Much  bontt  ii  marie  of  Petet'i  throne, 
Out  hi*  life  they  let  alone." 
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iruitam  with  him,  he  sendeth  for  him,  by  letters  and  legates,  to  appear  in  the 
%^o*'  council  of  Lateran  at  Rome.    But  the  emperor,  busied  in  his  wars 
A  D    against  the  Saxons,  had  no  leisure  to  attend  to  councils.  Notwith- 
1076.  standing  Gregory,  the  pope,  proceedeth  in  liis  council,  rendering 

 there  the  cause  and  reason  before  the  bishops,  why  he  had  excorn- 

iterman  municated  divers  of  the  clergy,  as  Herman,  bishop  of  Bamberg, 
SSSS*  counsellor  to  the  emperor,  and  other  priests  besides,  for  simony.  And 
H?icte     there,  moreover,  in  the  said  council  he  thrcatcneth  to  excommunicate 
brand,    likewise  the  emperor  himself,  and  to  depose  him  from  Ins  regal 
kingdom,  unless  he  would  renounce  the  heresy  of  simony,  and  do 
penance.  The  council  being  ended,  Guibert,  archbishop  of  Ravenna, 
persuaded  one  Centius,  a  Roman,  the  captain's  son,  whom  the  pope 
had  excommunicated,  to  take  the  emperor's  part  against  the  pope, 
who,  watching  his  time  in  the  temple  of  St.  Mary,  upon  Christmas- 
Hiwe-    day  in  the  morning,  takcth  the  pope  and  putteth  him  fast  in  a  strong 
££"?n    tower.    The  next  day  the  people  of  Rome  hearing  this,  harness 
a  wwcr.  themselves  with  all  expedition  to  help  the  bishop,  and  when  they 
loosed  liim  out  of  prison,  they  besieged  the  house  of  Centius,  and 
plucked  it  down  to  the  ground  ;  his  family  having  their  noses  cut 
off  were  cast  out  of  the  city.  Centius  himself  escaping,  fled  to  the 
emperor.    Guibert,  the  archbishop,  pretending  good  will  to  the 
pope,  departed  from  Rome  ;  who,  likewise,  had  wrought  with  Hugo 
Candidus,  a  cardinal,  and  with  Theobald,  archbishop  of  Milan,  also 
with  divers  other  bishops  about  Italy,  to  forsake  the  pope  and  take 
the  emperor's  part.    Gregory  the  pope,  called  Hildcbrand,  hearing 
of  the  conspiracy,  laycth  the  sentence  of  excommunication  upon  them 
all,  and  depriveth  them  of  their  dignity.  The  emperor,  being  moved 
not  unworthily,  with  the  arrogant  presumption  of  the  proud  prelate, 
council   called  together  a  council  at  Worms,  in  which  all  the  bishops  not  only 
ofwormi.  0f  gaxony^  but  of  all  the  whole  empire  of  the  Germans,  agree  and 
conclude  upon  the  deposition  of  Hildebrand,  and  that  no  obedience 
hereafter  should  be  given  to  him.    This  being  determined  in  the 
council,  Rowland,  a  priest  of  Parma,  was  sent  to  Rome  with  the 
sentence,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  council,  should  command  Gregory 
to  yield  up  his  seat,  and  also  charge  the  cardinals  to  resort  to  the 
emperor,  for  a  new  election  of  another  pope.    The  tenor  of  the 
sentence  sent  up  by  Rowland  was  this : — 


a.d.ion.       The  sentence  of  the  Council  of  Worms  against  Hildebrand. 

Forasmuch  as  thy  first  ingress  and  coming  in,  hath  been  so  spotted  with  so 
many  perjuries,  and  also  the  church  of  God  brought  into  no  little  danger  through 
thine  abuse  and  new-fangleness :  moreover,  because  thou  hast  defamed  thine 
own  life  and  conversation  with  so  much  and  great  dishonesty,  that  we  see  no 
little  peril  or  slander  to  arise  thereof ;  therefore  the  obedience,  which  yet  we 
never  promised  thee,  hereafter  we  utterly  renounce,  and  never  intend  to  give 
thee.  And  as  thou  hast  never  taken  us  yet  for  bishops  (as  thou  hast  openly 
reported  of  us),  so  neither  will  we  hereafter  take  thee  to  be  apostolic.  Vale. 

Lu'neu  of    Gregory  the  pope,  tickled  with  this  sentence,  first  condemneth  it 
m    his  council  of  Ijateran  with  excommunication.    Secondly,  he 
cirof°ua  depriveth  Sigifrid,  archbishop  of  Mentz,  of  his  dignities  and  ecclc- 
worm».  siastical  livings,  with  all  other  bishops,  abbots,  and  priests,  as  many 
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as  took  the  emperor's  part.    Thirdly,  he  accuseth  the  emperor  wmiam 
Henry  himself,  depriving  him  of  his  kingdom  and  regal  possession, 
and  rel  easing  all  his  subjects  of  their  oath  of  allegiance  given  unto  ^  ^ 
him,  after  this  form  and  manner.  ]07fi" 

The  tenor  of  the  sentence  excommunicatory  against  Henry  the 
emperor,  by  Pope  Hildebrand. 

O  blessed  St  Peter,  prince  of  the  apostles !  bow  down  thine  ears  I  beseech 
thee,  and  hear  me  thy  servant,  whom  thou  hast  brought  up  even  from  mine  in- 
fancy, and  hast  delivered  me  unto  this  day  from  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  who 
hate  and  persecute  me,  because  of  my  faith  in  thee.    Thou  art  my  witness,  and  Mark  this, 
also  the  blessed  mother  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  thy  brother  St.  Paul,  fellow-partner  yjt^'thBt 
of  thy  martyrdom,  how  that  I  entered  this  function  not  willingly,  but  enforced  L"  ,*the* 
against  my  will ;  not  that  I  take  it  so  as  a  robbery,  lawfully  to  ascend  into  this  P°P«  e*n- 
seat,  but  because  that  I  had  rather  pass  over  my  life  like  a  pilgrim  or  private  aot  err" 
person,  than  for  any  fame  or  glory  to  climb  up  to  it.   I  do  acknowledge,  and 
that  worthily,  all  this  to  come  of  thy  grace,  and  not  of  my  merits,  that  this 
charge  over  christian  people,  and  this  power  of  binding  and  loosing,  are  com- 
mitted to  me.    Wherefore,  trusting  upon  this  assurance  for  the  dignity  and 
tuition  of  holy  church  in  the  name  of  God  Omnipotent,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  I  do  here  depose  Henry,  the  son  of  Henry,  once  the  emperor, 
from  his  imperial  seat  and  princely  government,  who  hath  so  boldly  and  pre- 
sumptuously laid  hands  upon  thy  church.    And,  furthermore,  all  such  as  here- 
tofore have  sworn  to  be  his  subjects,  I  release  them  of  their  oath,  whereby  all 
subjects  are  bound  to  the  allegiance  of  their  princes;  /or  it  is  meet  and 
convenient,  that  he  should  be  void  of  dignity,  who  seeketh  to  diminish  the  ma- 
jesty of  thy  church.    Moreover,  for  that  he  hath  contemned  my  monitions, 
tending  to  his  health  and  to  the  wealth  of  his  people,  and  hath  separated 
himself  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  which  he,  through  his  seditions,1 
studieth  to  destroy,  therefore  I  bind  him  by  virtue  of  excommunication,  trusting 
and  knowing  most  certainly,  that  thou  art  Peter,  on  the  rock  of  whom,  as  on  the 
true  foundation,  Christ,  our  king,  hath  built  his  church.* 

The  emperor,  thus  assaulted  with  the  pope's  censure,  scndcth  The  sax- 
abroad  his  letters  through  all  nations  to  purge  himself,  declaring  how 
wrongfully,  and  against  all  right,  he  was  condemned.  The  princes  of  J!j2nit 
Alman  v,  partly  fearing  the  crack  of  the  pope's  thunder-clap,  partly  theem- 
again  rejoicing  that  occasion  was  renewed  to  rebel  against  the 
emperor,  assembled  a  commencement,  where  they  did  consult  and 
so  conclude;  to  elect  another  emperor,  and  so  fall  from  Henry, 
unless  the  pope  would  come  to  Germany,  and  he  would  there  be 
content  to  submit  himself  and  obtain  his  pardon.   Wherein  is  to 
be  considered  the  lamentable  affections  of  the  Germans  in  those 
days,  so  to  forsake  such  a  valiant  emperor,  and  so  much  to  repute  a 
vile  bishop :  but  this  was  the  rudeness  of  the  world  then,  for  lack  of 
better  knowledge.    The  emperor,  seeing  the  chief  princes  ready  to 
forsake  him,  promiseth  them  with  an  oath,  that  if  the  pope  would 
repair  to  Germany,  he  would  ask  forgiveness. 

Upon  this  the  bishop  of  Treves  was  sent  up  in  commission  to 
Rome,  to  entreat  the  pope  to  come  into  Germany.  The  pope,  at 
the  instance  of  the  legate  and  the  princes,  was  content.  He  entered 
into  Germany,  thinking  to  come  to  Augsburgh.  After  he  was  come 
to  Vercelli  (the  bishop  of  that  city  being  the  chancellor  of  Italy,  and 
desirous  to  disturb  peace  for  the  old  grudge  he  had  to  the  emperor), 
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inniam  falsely  persuaded  the  pope,  that  he  was  certain  the  emperor  was 
"  coming  with  a  mighty  great  army  against  him,  counselling  him 


A  therefore  to  provide  betimes  for  his  own  safeguard  in  some  stronger 
107G.  place;  whereby  the  pope's  mind  being  altered,  he  retired  back  to 

 Canusium,  or  Canossa,  a  city  being  subject  to  Matilda,  a  countess 

of  Italy,  where  he  should  not  need  to  fear  the  emperor. 

Henry,  understanding  the  false  fear  of  the  pope,  and  of  his  retiring 
to  Canusium,  incontinent  (coming  out  of  Spires  with  his  wife  and 
his  young  son,  in  the  deep  and  sharp  winter)  rcsorteth  to  Canusium. 
All  his  peers  and  nobles  had  left  him  for  fear  of  the  pope's  curse, 
neither  did  any  accompany  him.    Wherefore  the  emperor,  being  not 
a  little  troubled,  and  laying  apart  his  regal  ornaments,  came  barc- 
Awon-    footed  with  his  wife  and  child  to  the  gate  of  Canusium,  where  he 
»ui>mi»-  from  morning  to  night  (all  the  day  fasting)  most  humbly  desireth 
valunt  *  absolution,  craving  to  be  let  in,  to  the  speech  of  the  bishop :  but  no 
SaWto  mIP"css  might  be  given  him  once  within  the  gates.    Thus,  he  con- 
pope.      tinuing  three  days  together  in  his  petition  and  suit,  at  length 
answer  came,  that  the  pope's  majesty  had  yet  no  leisure  to  talk  with 
him.    The  emperor,  nothing  moved  therewith,  that  he  was  not  let 
into  the  city,  patient  and  with  an  humble  mind,  abidcth  without  the 
walls,  with  no  little  grievance  and  painful  labour ;  for  it  was  a  sharp 
winter,  and  all  frozen  with  cold.    Notwithstanding,  yet  through  his 
importunate  suit,  at  length  it  was  granted,  through  the  entreating  of 
Matilda,  the  pope's  paramour,  and  of  Arelaus,  carl  of  Sebaudia,  and 
of  the  abbot  of  Cluniack,  that  he  should  be  admitted  to  the  pope's 
speech.    On  the  fourth  day  being  let  in,  for  a  token  of  his  true 
repentance,  he  yieldeth  to  the  pope's  hands  his  crown,  with  all  other 
ornaments  imperial,  and  confessed  himself  unworthy  of  the  empire, 
if  ever  he  do  against  the  pope  hereafter,  as  he  hath  done  before, 
desiring  for  that  time  to  be  absolved  and  forgiven.    The  pope 
JJJJgJ     answereth,  he  will  neither  forgive  him,  nor  release  the  bond  of  his 
uoaj  of  excommunication,  but  upon  conditions.    First,  to  promise  that  he 
lh<  p°I'e'  shall  be  content  to  stand  to  his  arbitrement  in  the  council,  and  to 
take  such  penance  as  he  shall  enjoin  him ;  also  tliat  he  shall  be  prcst 
and  ready  to  appear,  in  what  place  or  time  the  pope  shall  appoint 
him.    Moreover,  that  he,  being  content  to  take  the  pope  as  judge 
of  his  cause,  shall  answer  in  the  said  council  to  all  objections  and 
accusations  laid  against  him,  and  that  he  shall  never  seek  any 
revengement  herein.    Item,  that  he,  though  he  be  quit  and  cleared 
therein,  shall  stand  to  the  pope's  mind  and  pleasure,  whether  to  have 
his  kingdom  restored,  or  to  lose  it.    Finally,  that  before  the  trial  of 
Here  the  his  cause,  he  shall  use  neither  his  kingly  ornaments,  sceptres,  nor 
the-!!!  crown,  nor  usurp  the  authority  to  govern,  nor  exact  any  oath  of 
^'yp*0,.  allegiance  upon  his  subjects,  &c.    These  things  being  promised  to 
in  hit     the  bishop  by  an  oath,  and  put  in  writing,  the  emperor  is  only 
released  of  excommunication. 

The  form  and  tenor  of  the  oath,  which  Henry  made  to  the  pope. 

I  Henry,  king,  after  peace  and  agreement  made  to  the  mind  nnd  sentence 
of  our  lord  Gregory  the  Seventh,  promise  to  keep  all  covenants  and  bonds 
betwixt  us,  and  to  provide  that  the  pope  go  safely  wheresoever  he  will,  without 
any  danger  either  to  him,  or  to  hi,  retinue ;  especially  in  all  such  placet  as  he 
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subject  to  our  empire.  And  that  I  shall  not  at  any  time  stay  or  hinder  him,  but  w.uiam 
that  he  may  do  what  belongeth  to  his  function,  where  and  whensoever  his  plea-  ***  Co"" 
sure  shall  be.    And  these  things  I  bind  myself  with  an  oath  to  keep. " 1  y»m>r. 

A.D. 

Thus,  the  matter  being  decided  between  them  after  the  pope^s  1079. 
own  prescribcment,  the  emperor  taketh  his  journey  to  Papia.    The  " 
pope,  with  his  cardinals,  did  vaunt  and  triumph  with  no  little  pride, 
that  they  had  so  quailed  the  emperor,  and  brought  him  on  his  knees 
to  ask  them  forgiveness.    Yet,  notwithstanding,  mistrusting  them-  The  oaf- 
selves,  and  misdoubting  time,  what  might  befall  them  hereafter  if  r«^*ofpi~ 
fortune  should  turn,  and  God  give  the  emperor  to  enjoy  a  more  ^1c*rdI* 
quiet  kingdom ;  therefore,  to  prevent  such  dangers  betimes,  they  agmimt 
study  and  consult  privily  with  themselves  how  to  displace  Henry 
clean  from  his  kingdom,  and  how  that  device  might  safely  be  con- 
veyed.   They  conclude  and  determine  to  divert  the  empire  unto 
Rodolph,  a  man  of  great  nobility  amongst  the  chiefest  states  of 
Germany;  and  also  to  incite  and  stir  up  all  other  princes  and 
subjects,  being  yet  free  and  discharged  from  their  oaths,  against 
Henry,  and  so,  by  force  of  arms,  to  expel  the  emperor  out  of  his 
kingdom.    To  bring  this  purpose  the  better  to  pass,  legates  were 
sent  down  from  the  pope,  Sigehord  patriarch  of  Aquilia,  and 
Altiraan  bishop  of  Padua,  who  should  persuade   through  all 
France,  that  Henry  the  emperor  was  rightfully  excommunicated, 
and  that  they  should  give  to  the  bishop  of  Rome  their  consents  in 
choosing  Rodolph  to  be  emperor.    This  being  done,  there  was  sent  a.d.iobo. 
to  the  said  Rodulph,  duke  of  Suabia,  a  crown  from  the  pope  with 
this  verse : — 

*  Petra  dedit  Petro,  Petrus  diadema  Rodulpho." 

"  The  Rock  gave  the  crown  to  Peter, 
Peter  giveth  it  to  Rodolph." 

Here,  by  the  way  of  digression,  to  make  a  little  gloss  upon  this 
barbarous  verse,  two  notable  lies  are  to  be  noted.  One,  where  he 
lieth  about  Christ,  the  other,  where  he  lieth  about  St.  Peter.  First, 
that  Christ  gave  any  temporal  diadem  to  Peter,  it  is  a  most  manifest 
lie,  and  against  the  Scriptures,  whereas  he  would  not  take  it,  being 
given  to  himself,  saying,  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world."  Again, 
where  he  saith  that  Peter  giveth  it  to  Rodolph,  here  he  playeth  the  The  pope 
poet ;  for  neither  had  Peter  any  such  thing  to  give ;  and  if  he  JjJ^ 1 
had,  yet  he  would  not  have  given  it  to  Rodolph  from  the  right 
heir ;  neither  is  it  true  that  Peter  did  give  it,  because  Hildebrand 
gave  it.  For  it  is  no  good  argument  Hildebrand  did  give  it — 
ergo,  Peter  did  give  it,  except  ye  will  say,  Hildebrand  stirred  up 
great  wars  and  bloodshed  in  Germany — ergo,  Peter  stirred  up 
great  wars  in  Germany.  So  Peter  neither  could,  nor  would,  nor 
did,  give  it  to  Rodolph,  but  only  Hildebrand,  the  pope ;  who,  after 
he  had  so  done,  gave  commandment  to  the  archbishop  of  Mcntz 
and  of  Cologne  to  elect  this  Rodolph  for  emperor,  and  to  anoint 
him  king,  and  also  to  defend  him  with  all  the  force  and  strength 
they  might. 

While  this  conspiracy  was  in  hand,  Henry  the  emperor  was 


(1)  Actum  Canoe,  v.  Calend.  Ffbruarii.  Indie  xv. 
VOL.  If.  K 
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wiiiiam  absent,  and  the  pope's  ambassadors  with  him  also.    In  the  meat 
space  Rodolph  was  elected  emperor,  unknown  to  Henry.  Upon 
this  cometh  the  bishop  of  Strasburg  to  the  emperor,  certifying  him 
1080   wna^  was  done.    He,  suspecting  and  seeing  the  stomach  and  doings 

  of  the  Saxons  so  bent  against  him,  mustereth  his  men  with  expedition, 

and  marcheth  forward  to  defend  his  right ;  but  first  sendeth  to  Rome, 
trusting  to  the  league  betwixt  him  and  his  pope,  and  requircth  the 
bishop  to  proceed  with  his  sentence  against  Rodolph  for  the  rebellious 
The  pope  invasion  of  his  empire.  But  the  bishop,  minding  nothing  less, 
item?  sendeth  word  again,  that  it  was  not  right  to  condemn  any  person, 
pcror.  jjjg  cause  being  not  heard ;  thus,  under  pretence  of  the  law,  colouring 
his  unlawful  treachery.  Henry,  thus  disappointed,  and  forsaken  on 
every  side,  with  his  men  about  him,  attempteth  battle  against 
Rodolph ;  in  which  battle  there  was  a  marvellous  great  slaughter  on 
both  sides,  but  the  victory  on  neither  part  was  certain,  so  that  both 
the  captains  still  challenged  the  empire.  After  the  battle,  and  great 
murder  on  both  sides,  they  both  sent  to  Rome  to  know  of  the  pope's 
determination,  to  whether  of  them  two  he  judged  the  right  title  of 
the  empire  to  appertain.  The  bishop  commanded  them  both  to 
break  up  their  armies,  and  depart  the  field,  promising  that  he  shortly 
would  call  a  council,  where  this  matter  should  be  disputed :  in  the 
mean  time  they  should  cease  from  war.  But  before  the  messengers 
Great  returned,  their  armies  being  refreshed,  they  had  another  conflict 
T^red  up  together,  but  no  victory  got  on  either  part.  Thus  both  the  captains 
by  the  being  wearied  in  wars,  the  Romish  beast,  the  bishop,  who  was  the 
cause  thereof,  perceiving  whither  these  cruel  ware  would  tend,  to  the 
great  calamity  not  only  of  the  Germans,  but  also  of  other  nations, 
and  trusting  to  find  another  way  to  help  Rodolph  and  his  adherents, 
sendeth  down  a  commission  by  Otho,  archbishop  of  Treves,  Bernard 
a  deacon,  and  Bernard,  abbot  of  Massilia,  to  whom  he  gave  in  charge 
that  they  should  call  together  a  council  or  sitting  in  Almany,  and 
that  there  it  should  be  defined  to  which  party  the  empire  should 
pertain,  by  most  right  and  public  consideration  ;  promising  that  what 
they  should  therein  determine,  he  (looking  upon  the  matter  through 
the  authority  of  God  omnipotent,  and  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul) 
would  ratify  the  same.  Moreover,  for  that  no  let  nor  impeachment 
should  happen  to  the  legates  by  the  way,  he  giveth  them  letters  to 
the  princes  and  nations  of  Germany,  whereof  the  contents  be  declared 
briefly  in  Platina,  if  any  list  to  read  them. 

But  the  emperor  would  not  permit  the  legates  to  have  any  council 
within  Germany,  except  they  would  first  deprive  Rodolph  of  his 
kingdom.  The  legates,  considering  that  to  be  against  the  drift  and 
intention  of  the  pope,  returned  again  from  whence  they  came.  The 
pope  hearing  this,  and  seeing  his  purpose  was  thus  disappointed  by 
the  emperor,  drawcth  out  another  excommunication  against  him,  and 
again  bcrcaveth  him  of  his  kingdom ;  sending  about  his  letters 
excommunicatory  throughout  all  places,  thinking  thereby  to  further 
the  part  of  Rodolph  the  better.  Platina  hath  in  his  book  the  whole 
effect  of  the  writing,  which  tendeth  after  this  sort. 
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excommunicati 
the  Emperor. 

Blessed  St  Peter,  prince  of  the  apostles,  and  thou  St  Paul  also,  the  teacher  A:J_* 
of  the  Gentiles,  give  ear  unto  me,  I  beseech  you,  a  little,  and  gently  hear 
me,  for  you  are  the  disciples  and  lovers  of  truth !    The  things  that  I  shall  say  o  petti- 
are  true.     This  matter  I  take  in  hand  for  truth's  sake,  mat  my  brethren,  [fJ^* 
whose  salvation  I  seek,  may  the  more  obsequiously  obey  me,  and  better  under-  crite ! 
stand,  how  that  J,  trusting  upon  your  defence,  next  to  Christ,  and  his  mother,  The  pope 
the  immaculate  Virgin,  resist  the  wicked,  and  am  ready  to  help  the  faithful.  {J™^,*,, 
I  did  not  enter  this  seat  of  mine  own  accord,  but  much  against  my  will  and  to  dl»- 
with  tears,  for  that  I  accounted  myself  unworthy  to  occupy  so  high  a  throne,  honour 
And  this  I  say,  not  that  I  have  chosen  you,  but  you  have  chosen  me,  and  Andks"K 
have  laid  this  great  burden  upon  our  shoulders.    And  now,  whereas  by  this  Peter 
your  assignment  I  have  ascended  up  this  hill,  crying  to  the  people,  and  showing  Wndeth 
them  their  faults,  and  to  the  children  of  the  church  their  iniauities,  the  ZlZZr 
members  of  Satan  have  risen  up  against  me,  and  have  laid  hands  together  hi«  king, 
to  seek  my  blood.    For  the  kings  of  the  earth  have  risen  up  against  me,1  and  CrocodiU 
the  princes  of  this  world,  with  whom  also  have  conspired  certain  of  the  clergy,  JJ*- 
subjects  against  the  Lord,  and  against  us  his  anointed,  saying,  "  Let  us  break  scripture 
asunder  their  bands,  and  cast  on  from  us  their  yoke."    This  have  they  done  «p- 
against  me,  to  bring  me  either  to  death  or  to  banishment ;  in  the  number  of  plled" 
whom  is  Henry,  whom  they  call  king,  the  son  of  Henry  the  emperor,  who  ^ 
hath  lift  up  so  proudly  his  horns  and  heel  against  the  church  of  God,  making  mark 
conspiracy  with  divers  other  bishops,  both  Italians,  French,  and  Germans ;  J1^*,'!1 
against  the  pride  of  whom,  hitherto,  your  authority  hath  resisted  ;  who,  rather  net*  of 
being  broken  than  amended,  coming  to  me  in  Cisalpina,  made  humble  suit their  ho|y 
to  me  for  pardon  and  absolution.    I,  thinking  nothing  else  but  true  repentance 
in  him,  received  him  again  to  favour,  and  did  restore  him  to  the  communion 
only,  from  which  he  was  excommunicate ;  but  to  his  kingdom,  from  which 
in  the  synod  of  Rome  he  was  worthily  expelled,  I  did  not  restore  him,  nor 
to  the  rents  and  fruits  thereof,  that  he  might  return  to  the  faith  again ;  that  I 
not  to  him.   And  that  I  did,  for  this  purpose,  that  if  he  should  defer  to 


purpose,  that  if  he  snould  defer  to 
fall  to  agreement  with  certain  of  his  neighbours  whom  he  hath  always  vexed, 
and  to  restore  again  the  goods  both  of  the  church  and  otherwise,  then  he  might 
be  compelled  by  the  censures  of  the  church  and  force  of  arms  thereunto: 
whereby  divers  and  sundry  bishops  and  princes  of  Germany  (such  as  he  had 
long  troubled)  being  helped  by  this  opportunity,  elected  Rodolph,  their  duke, 
to  be  king  in  the  place  of  Henry,  whom  they  for  his  transgressions  had 
removed  and  despatched  from  his  empire.    But  Rodolph,  first  in  this  matter 
uxing  a  princely  modesty  and  integrity,  sent  up  his  messengers  to  me,  declaring 
how  he  is  constrained  (wild  he,  nild  he)  to  take  that  regal  government  upon 
him,  albeit  he  was  not  so  desirous  thereof,  but  that  he  would  rather  show  himself 
obedient  to  us.  than  to  the  other  that  offered  him  the  kingdom  ;  and,  whatsoever 
our  arbitrement  should  be  therein,  he  would  be  under  obedience  both  of  God 
and  of  us.    And,  for  more  assurance  of  his  obedience,  he  hath  sent  his  own  A§  If  he 
children  hither  for  pledges.   Upon  this  Henry  began  to  muff,  and  first  entreated  JJ^J 
us  to  restrain  and  inhibit  Rodolph,  through  the  pain  of  our  curse,  from  the  you, 
usurpation  of  his  kingdom.    I  answered  again,  I  would  see  whether  of  them  rather 
had  more  right  and  title  thereunto,  and  so  send  our  legates  thither  upon  the  }j£m.b3r 
same,  to  know  the  whole  state  of  the  matter ;  and  thereupon  I  would  decide 
betwixt  them,  whether  of  them  had  the  truer  part.  But  Henry  would  not  suffer 
our  legates  to  come  to  take  up  the  matter,  and  slew  divers,  both  secular  men, 


and  of  the  clergy,  spoiling  and  profaning  churches ;  and  so  by  this  means  hath 
endangered  himsel/  in  the  bonds  of  excommunication.  I,  therefore,  trusting 
in  the  judgment  and  mercy  of  God,  and  in  the  supportation  of  the  blessed 
Virgin,  also  bold  upon  your  authority  do  lay  the  sentence  of  curse  upon  the  said 
Henry  and  all  his  adherents ;  and  here  again  I  lake  his  regal  government 
from  him,  charging  and  forbidding  all  christian  men  that  have  been  sworn  unto 
him,  whom  I  discharge  here  of  their  oath,  that  hereafter  they  obey  him  in 


ID  A  figure  called  J^niwMi,  cujui  contrarium  vemm  eft.    Vim  facinr.1  tcripturU.  ut 
cm  sccipUrtt  pote*tatU. 
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WiUiam  nothing,  but  that  they  take  Rodolph  to  their  king,  who  is  elected  by  many 
the  Con-  princes  of  the  province.  For  bo  right  it  is  and  convenient,  that  as  Henry,  for 
9"<Tor'  his  pride  and  stubborness,  is  deprived  of  his  dignity  and  possession,  so  Rodolph. 
A.D.  being  grateful  to  all  men,  for  his  virtue  and  devotion  be  exalted  to  the  imperial 
1 083.  throne  and  dominion. 

—   Therefore,  O  you  blessed  princes  of  the  apostles !  grant  to  this,  and  confirm 

tobuSST  ^h  your  authority  what  Ihave  said,  so  that  all  men  may  understand,  if  you 
empcrora  have  power  to  bind  and  loose  in  heaven,  you  have  also  power  in  earth  to  give 
you'to'be  to^e  nway  empires,  kingdoms,  principalities,  and  whatsoever  here  in  earth 
■o  uiucy  bclongeth  to  mortal  men.  For  if  you  have  power  to  judge  in  such  matters  as 
*rt,h  appertain  to  God,  what  then  should  we  think  you  have,  of  these  inferior  and 
NeKo  profane  things?  And  if  it  be  in  your  power  to  iudge  the  angels,  riding  over 
arnu  proud  princes,  what  then  shall  it  beseem  you  to  do  upon  their  servants?  There- 
mcntum.  \Qte  \et  t^c  ting„  understand  by  this  example,  and  all  other  princes  of  the 
world,  what  you  be  able  to  do  in  heaven,  and  what  you  are  with  God ;  that 


cluuiie  thereby  they  may  fear  to  contemn  the  commandment  of  holy  church.  And 
Mcto  "'of  M0W  ^°  ^'0U  exerc'9e  tft'8  judgment  quickly  upon  Henry,  whereby  all  men  may 
the  story  80e  this  son  of  iniquity  to  fall  from  his  kingdom,  not  by  any  chance,  but  by 
hereafter,  your  provision  and  only  work.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  would  crave  of  you, 
°  ^b,e  that  he,  being  brought  to  repentance  through  your  intercession,  still  in  the  day 
criie  i  of  judgment  may  find  favour  and  grace  with  the  Lord.— Actum  Rome,  nonis 
Martii,  Indictionc  iii. 


Furthermore,  Hildebrand,  not  yet  content  with  this,  intcrdictcth 
and  deposcth  also  Guibert,  archbishop  of  Ravenna,  for  taking  the 
emperor's  part,  commanding  all  priests  to  give  no  manner  of  obedi- 
ence to  him,  and  sendeth  thither  to  Ravenna  another  archbishop  with 
full  authority. 

Fourth       After  and  upon  this,  Henry  and  Rodolph,  to  try  the  matter  by 
h-'niut   tnc  sword,  coped  together  in  battle,  not  without  bloodshed,  where 
u 73*   Henry,  by  the  favour  of  God,  against  the  judgment  of  Hildebrand, 
Soiph.    had  the  victory.    Rodolph,  there  greatly  wounded  in  the  conflict, 
was  had  out  of  the  army,  and  carried  to  Hypcrbolis,  where  he  com- 
manded the  bishops  and  chief  doers  of  his  conspiracy  to  be  brought 
Mhuph  before  mm-    When  they  came,  he  lifted  up  his  right  liand,  in  which 
death  re-  he  had  taken  his  deadly  wound,  and  said,  "  This  is  the  hand  which 
The'^pe  gave  the  oath  and  sacrament  unto  Henry  my  prince,  and  which, 
through  your  instigation,  so  oft  hath  fought  against  him  in  vain ; 
cod       now  go  and  perform  your  first  oath  and  allegiance  to  your  king,  for 
vtowy    I  must  to  Iny  fathers     and  so  died.    Thus  the  pope  gave  battle,  but 
God  gave  the  victory. 

Henry,  after  his  enemy  had  been  thus  subdued,  and  wars  had 
ceased  in  Germany,  forgat  not  the  old  injuries  received  of  Hildebrand, 
by  whom  he  was  twice  excommunicated,  and  expelled  from  his  king- 
dom, and  to  whom  he  was  three  days  making  humble  suit,  yea,  and 
that  in  sharp  winter,  but  could  find  no  favour  with  him.  Besides 
that,  he  incited  moreover,  and  aided  his  enemy  against  him.  Where- 
fore he  callcth  together  a  council,  or  assembly  of  divers  bishops  of 
lifiirhri  Italy,  Lombard y,  and  Germany,  at  Brixia,  a.d.  1083,  where  he 
a.u  losa!  purged  himself,  and  accused  the  bishop  Hildebrand  of  divers  crimes, 
as  being  an  usurper,  a  perjured,  a  necromancer,  and  a  sorcerer,  a 
sower  of  discord ;  complaining,  moreover,  of  wrongs  and  injuries 
done  by  the  bishop  and  church  of  Rome,  in  that  the  church  of  Rome 
preferred  the  bishop  before  him,  when  that  his  father,  being  emperor 
Wore  him,  had  enthronized  and  set  in  divers  and  sundry  bishops 
there  by  his  assignment,  without  any  other  election.    And  now  this 
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No  blohop 
e  of  Home 
ran  be 


bishop,  contrary  to  his  oath  and  promise  made,  thrust  in  himself  miiiam 
without  the  will  and  knowledge  of  him,  being  their  king  and  magis-  'Uulr™. 
trate.    For,  in  the  time  of  his  father  Henry  III.,  this  Hildebrand,  . 
with  others,  bound  themselves  with  a  corporal  oath,  that  so  long  as  jos4* 
the  emperor  and  his  son,  now  being  king,  should  live,  they  should 
neither  themselves  presume,  nor  suffer  any  other  to  aspire  to  tr 
papal  seat,  without  the  assent  and  approbation  of  the  aforesaid  ^»ct 
emperors ;  which  now  this  Hildebrand,  contrary  to  his  corporal  oath,  wjjjjj3! 
had  done.    Wherefore  the  aforesaid  council,  with  one  agreement,  <>n he 
condemned  this  Gregory,  that  he  should  be  deposed ;  the  tenor  of  ms*m' 
which  condemnation  is  thus  expressed  in  the  abbot  Urspergensis. 

The  sentence  of  the  council  of  Brixia  against  Hildebrand.1 

Because  it  is  not  unknown  that  this  bishop  was  not  elected  of  God,  but 
intruded  himself  by  fraud  and  money,  who  hath  subverted  all  ecclesiastical 
order,  who  hath  disturbed  the  government  of  the  christian  empire,  menacing 
death  of  body  and  soul  against  our  catholic  and  peaceable  king,  who  hath  set  up 
and  maintained  a  perjured  king,  sowing  discord  where  concord  was,  causing 
debate  amongst  friends,  slanders  and  offences  amongst  brethren,  divorcements 
and  separation  amongst  the  married,  for  he  took  away  the  marriage  of  priests, 
as  Henry  Mutius  witnesseth,  and  finally  disquieting  the  peaceable  state  of  all 
quiet  life  :  Therefore  we,  here  in  the  name  and  authority  of  God  congregated 
together,  with  the  legates  and  hands  of  nineteen  bishops,  the  day  of  Pentecost 
at  Mentz,  do  proceed  in  canonical  judgment  against  Hildebrand,  a  man  most 
wicked,  preaching  sacrilege  and  burning,  maintaining  perjury  and  murders, 
calling  in  question  the  catholic  faith  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord,  a  The  pope 
follower  of  divination  and  dreams,  a  manifest  necromancer,  a  sorcerer,  and  a" ^^l) 
infected  with  a  I*ythonical  spirit,  and  therefore  departed  from  the  true  fuith ;  poied'by 
we  judge  him  to  be  deposed  and  expelled,  and  unless  he  hearing  this,  shall  the 
yield  and  depart  the  seat,  to  be  perpetually  condemned.— Enacted  vii.  Calend.  cuut,cl1 
Julii,  feria.  v.  Indictione  iii. 

This  being  enacted  and  sent  to  Rome,  they  elected  Guibert,  arch- 
bishop of  Ravenna,  in  the  place  of  Hildebrand,  to  govern  the  church 
of  Rome,  named  Clement  III.    But  when  Hildebrand  neither  would 
give  over  his  hold,  nor  give  place  to  Clement,  the  emperor,  gathering 
an  army  to  send  to  Italy,  came  to  Rome  to  depose  Gregory,  and  to 
place  Clement  in  his  room.    But  Hildebrand,  sending  to  Matilda,  The  pope 
the  countess  beforemcntioned,  required  her,  in  remission  of  all  her  ^,™J 
sins,  to  withstand  Henry  the  emperor ;  and  so  she  did.  Notwith- 
standing,  Henry  prevailing,  came  to  Rome,  where  he  besieged  the  The  am 
city  all  Lent,  and  after  Easter  got  it,  the  Romans  being  compelled  "^,lc 
to  open  the  gates  unto  him  ;  so  he  coming  to  the  temple  of  St.  Peter,  fajj^yfc- 
there  placeth  Clement  in  his  papacy.    Hildebrand  straight  flicth  into  »!n»  he- 
Adrian's  tower  with  his  adherents,  where  he,  being  beset  round  about,  f^" 
at  length  sendeth  for  Robert  Guiscard,  his  friend,  a  Norman.    In  bran<1 
the  mean  time,  while  Robert  collectcth  his  power,  the  abbot  of  a.d.iom. 
Ouniack,  conferring  with  Gregory,  exhortcth  him  to  crown  Henry 
emperor  in  Lateran  ;  which  if  he  would  do,  the  other  promiseth  to 
bring  about,  that  Henry  should  denart  with  his  army  into  Germany  ; 
wheretiJito  the  people  of  Rome  also  did  likewise  move  him.  To 
yrham  Gregory  answered,  "  That  he  was  content  so  to  do,  but  upon 
condition  that  the  emperor  would  submit  himself  to  ask  pardon,  to 
amend  his  fault,  and  to  promise  obedience."    The  emperor  not 

(I)  Edition  1503,  p.M. 
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mm**  agreeing  to  those  conditions,  went  to  Senas,  taking  Clement,  the 
'^tfrtr'  newly  stalled  pope,  with  him. 

A  w  After  the  return  of  the  emperor,  the  aforesaid  Robert  Guiscard, 
1085.  approaching  with  his  soldiers,  burst  in  at  one  of  the  gates,  and 

 spoileth  the  city,  and,  not  long  after,  delivereth  Hildebrand  out  of 

his  enemies'  hands,  and  carried  him  away  to  Campania,  where  he  not 
long  continuing,  afterwards  died  in  exile.1 

Antoninus  writeth,  that  Hildebrand,  as  he  did  lie  a  dying,  called  to 
him  one  of  his  chief  canlinals,  bewailing  to  him  his  fault  and  misorder 
of  his  spiritual  ministry,  in  stirring  up  discord,  war,  and  dissension ; 
whereupon  he  desired  the  cardinal  to  go  to  the  emperor,  and  desire 
of  him  forgiveness,  absolving  from  the  danger  of  excommunication 
both  him  and  all  his  partakers,  both  quick  and  dead, 
inide-  Thus  hast  thou,  gentle  reader,  the  full  history  of  Pope  Gre- 
thVtu-  gory  VII.,  called  Hildebrand,  which  I  have  laid  out  more  at  large, 
£m»nnof  and  d^irc  tnee  to  mark,  because  that  from  this  pope,  if  thou  mark 
«wmi»-  Well,  springeth  all  the  occasions  of  mischief,  of  pomp,  pride,  stoutness, 
presumption,  and  tyranny,  which  since  that  time  have  reigned  in  his 
successors  hitherto,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  the  Romish  clergy. 
For  here  came  first  the  subjection  of  the  temporal  regiment  under 
the  spiritual  jurisdiction ;  and  emperors,  which  before  were  their 
masters,  now  are  made  their  underlings.  Also  here  came  in  the 
suppression  of  priests'  marriage,  as  is  sufficiently  declared.  Here 
came  in,  moreover,  the  authority  of  both  the  swords  spiritual  and 
secular  into  spiritual  men's  hands,  so  that  christian  magistrates  could 
do  nothing  in  election,  in  giving  bishoprics  or  benefices,  in  calling 
councils,  in  hearing  and  correcting  the  excesses  of  the  clergy,  but 
only  the  pope  must  do  all.  Yea,  moreover,  no  bishop  or  pastor  in 
his  own  parish  could  excommunicate  or  exercise  any  discipline  among 
his  flock,  but  only  the  pope  challenged  that  prerogative  to  himself. 
Finally,  here  came  in  the  first  example  to  persecute  emperors  and 
kings  with  rebellion  and  excommunication,  as  the  clergy  themselves 
hereafter  do  testify  and  witness  in  proceeding  against  Paschal.  Thus, 
these  notes  being  well  observed,  let  us,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  now 
repair  again  to  our  country  history  of  England. 

A.D.1MT.    About  the  death  of  Pope  Hildebrand,  or  not  long  after,  followed 

rt««hor  th.e  dcath  of  KinS  WiUiam  Conqueror,  a.d.  1087,  after  he  had 
wim.tn  reigned  in  England  the  space  of  one  and  twenty  years  and  ten 
w?'  months.  The  cause  of  his  sickness  and  death  is  said  to  be  this : 
for  that  Philip,  the  French  king,  upon  a  time  iestingly  said,  that 
"  King  William  lav  in  childbed,  and  nourished  his  fat  belly."  To 
this  the  aforesaid  William,  hearing  thereof,  answered  again  and  said, 
"  When  he  should  be  churched,  he  would  offer  a  thousand  candles 
to  him  in  France,  wherewithal  the  king  should  have  little  joy." 
Whereupon  King  William,  in  the  month  of  July,  when  the  corn, 
fruit,  and  grapes,  were  most  flourishing,  entered  into  France,  and  set 
on  fire  many  cities  and  towns  in  the  west  side  of  France.  And 
lastly,  coming  to  the  city  of  Meaux,  where  he,  burning  a  woman  being 
as  a  recluse,  in  a  wall  enclosed  (or  as  some  say,  two  men  anchorites 
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enclosed)  was  so  fervent  and  furious  about  the  fire,  that  with  the  truw 
heat  partly  of  the  fire,  partly  of  the  time  of  year,  he  fell  sick  and  died.  ' 


By  the  life  and  acts  of  this  king  it  may  appear  true,  as  stories 
of  him  report,  that  he  was  wise,  but  guileful ;  rich,  but  covetous  ;  a  1(Jg7| 

fair  speaker,  but  a  great  dissembler ;  glorious  in  victory,  and  strong  •  - 

in  arms,  but  rigorous  in  oppressing  those  whom  he  overcame,  and  in 
levying  of  tasks  passing  all  others ;   insomuch  that  he  caused  to 
be  enrolled  and  numbered  in  his  treasury  every  hide  of  land  and  J^^^ 
owner  thereof;  what  fruit  and  revenues  surmounted  of  every  lord-  *y 
ship,  of  every  township,  castle,  village,   field,  river,  and  wood, 
within  the  realm  of  England.    Moreover,  how  many  parish  churches, 
how  many  living  cattle  there  were,  what  and  how  much  every 
baron    in  the   realm  could  dispend,  what  fees  were  belonging, 
what  wages  were  taken,  &c. :  the  tenor  and  contents  of  which 
taskment  yet  remaineth  in  rolls.    Aflcr  this  tasking  or  numbering,  pmh- 
which  was  in  the  year  before  his  death,  followed  an  exceeding  murrain  u 


England 

of  cattle  and  barrenness  of  the  Around,  with  much  pestilence  and  hot  •°,d  m}lt 
fevers  among  the  people,  so  that  such  as  escaped  the  fever  were  con-  " 


sumed  with  famine.    Moreover,  at  the  same  season,  among  certain  London 
other  cities,  a  great  part  of  the  city  of  London,  with  the  church  SuVh  or 
of  St.  PauTs,  was  wasted  with  fire,  a.d.  1085.  bum*"'  ' 

In  hunting  and  in  parks  the  aforesaid  king  had  such  pleasure,  that 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  for  the  space  of  thirty  miles,  he  cast 
down  churches  and  townships,  and  there  made  the  New  Forest ;  loving 
his  deer  so  dearly,  as  though  he  had  been  to  them  a  father,  .making 
sharp  laws  for  the  increasing  thereof,  under  pain  of  losing  both  the 
eyes.  So  hard  he  was  to  Englishmen,  and  so  favourable  to  his 
own  country,  that  as  there  was  no  English  bishop  remaining,  but  only 
Wolstan  of  Worcester,  he,  being  commanded  of  the  king  and  Lan-  Woutan, 
franc  to  resign  his  staff,  partly  for  inability,  partly  for  lack  of  the  ww»°' 
French  tongue,  refused  to  resign  it,  except  to  him  that  gave  it,  **r 
and  so  went  to  the  tomb  of  King  Edward,  where  he  thought  to 
resign  it,  but  was  permitted  to  enjoy  it  still ;  so  likewise  in  his  days 
there  was  almost  no  Englishman  that  bare  office  of  honour  or  rule  in 
the  land,  insomuch  that  it  was  half  a  shame  at  that  time  to  be  called 
an  Englishman.  Notwithstanding  he  a  good  deal  favoured  the  city 
of  London,  and  granted  unto  the  citizens  the  first  charter  that  ever 
they  had,  written  in  the  Saxon,  sealed  with  green  wax,  and  contained 
in  few  lines. 

Among  his  other  conditions,  this  in  him  is  noted,  that  so  given 


he  was  to  peace  and  quiet,  that  any  maiden  being  laden  with  gold  or  £"(!^abl° 
silver,  might  pass  through  the  whole  realm  without  harm  or  resistance. thicvc"- 
This  William  in  his  time  builded  two  monasteries,  one  in  England,  ™£  aj>- 
at  Battle  in  Sussex,  where  he  won  the  field  against  Harold,  called  the  BatUc 
abbey  of  Battle  ;  besides  another,  named  Barmondsey,  in  his  country 
of  Normandy. 

After  the  life  and  story  of  King  William,  thus  briefly  described, 
with  the  acts  and  order  of  battle  between  him  and  King  Harold 
(although  much  more  might  have  been  written  of  that  matter,  if 
the  book  had  come  sooner  to  my  hands,  which  afterwards  I  saw), 
now  remaineth  in  the  end  of  this  story  to  describe  the  names  of 
such  barons  and  nobles  of  Normandy,  as  entered  with  him  into 
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William 
tk*  Con- 
qutror. 

A.D. 
1087. 


this  land,  as  well  of  them  who  were  embarked  with  him  ;  and  also 
the  slain,  as  appeareth,  in  the  battle  ;  as  also  of  those  who  were  planted 
*  and  advanced,  by  the  said  conqueror,  in  the  lands  and  possessions  of 
English  lords,  whom  he  either  expelled,  or  else  beheaded  :  the 
names  of  which  Normans  here  follow  underwritten. 

Out  of  the  AnnaU  of  Normandy,  in  French,  whereof  one  very  ancient  book  in 
parchment  remaineth  in  the  custody  of  the  writer. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  very  early  in  the  morning,  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux, 
sung  mass  for  those  that  were  departed.  The  duke,  after  that,  desirous  to 
know  the  state  of  his  battle,  and  what  people  he  had  therein  lost  and  were 
slain,  he  caused  to  come  unto  him  a  clerk  who  had  written  their  names  when 
they  were  embarked  at  St  Valeries,  and  commanded  him  to  call  them  all  by 
their  names,  who  called  them  that  had  been  at  the  battle,  and  had  passed  the 
with  Duke  William.    And  hereafter  follow  their  names. 

THE  NAMES  OF  THOSE  THAT  WEUE  AT  THE  CONQUEST  OP  ENGLAND. 


lliam  by  their  mo 


Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux. 

Robert,  conte  de  Mor- 
taign.  These  two  were 
brethren  unto  Duke 
W 

ther. 

Baudwin  de  Bullion, 

Roger,  conte  de  Beau- 
mont, surnamed 1  With 
the  Beard,'  of  whom 
descended  the  line  of 
Meullent 

Guillaumc  Malet, 

Le  sire  de  Monfort  sur 
Kiile, 

Guillaume  de  Viexpont, 
Neel  de  S.  Sauveur  le  vi- 

contc, 
Le  sire  de  Fougiers, 
Henry  Beigneur  de  Fe- 

rieres, 
Le  sire  Daubemare, 
Guillaume,  sire  de  Rom- 
mare, 
Le  sire  de  Lithehare, 
Le  sire  de  Touque, 
Le  sire  de  la  Mare, 
Le  sire  de  Neauhou, 
Le  sire  de  Pirou, 
Robert,  sire  de  Beaufou, 
Le  sire  Danou, 
Le  sire  de  Soteuille, 
Le  sire  de  Margneville, 
Le  sire  de  Tancarville, 
Eustace  Dambleville, 
Le  sire  de  Mamgncville, 
Le  sire  de  GrantmesniL, 
Guillaume  Crespin, 
Le  sire  de  S.  Martin, 
Guillaume  de  Moulins, 
Lc  sire  de  Puis, 
Geoffrey,  sire  de  Mayenne, 
Auffroy  de  Bohon, 
AuffVoy  et  Maugier  de 

Cartrait, 
Guillaume  de  Garrennes, 


Hue  de  Gournay,  sire  de  Le  sire  de  Moulloy, 

Bray,  Le  sire  de  M< 

Le  conte  Hue  de  Gournay, 


Euguemont  de  l'aigle, 
Le  viconte  de  Touars, 
Richard  Dauverenchin, 
Le  sire  de  Biars, 
Le  sire  de  Solligny, 
Le  bouteiller  Daubigny, 
Le  sire  de  Maire, 
Le  sire  de  Vitry, 
Le  sire  de  " 
Le  sire  du  val 
Le  sire  de  Tracy, 
Hue,  sire  de  Montfort, 
Le  sire  de  Piquegny, 
Hamun  de  Kayeu, 
Le  sire  de  Despinay, 
Le  sire  de  Port, 
Le  sire  de  Torcy, 
Le  sire  de  Jort, 
Lc  sire  de  Riviera, 
Guillaume  Moyonne, 
Raoul  Tesson  de  Tingue- 
lci*. 

Roger  Marmion, 
Raoul  de  Guel, 
Avenel  des  Byars, 
PacnnelduMonstier  Hu- 
bert, 

Robert,  Bert  ran  le  Tort, 
Lc  sire  de  Seulle, 
Le  sire  de  Dorival, 
Le  sire  de  Breval, 
Le  sire  de  S.  Jehan, 
Le  sire  de  Bris, 
Le  sire  du  Homme, 
Le  sire  de  Sauchoy, 
Lc  sire  de  Cailly, 
Le  sire  de  Semilly, 
Lc  sire  de  Tilly, 
Le  sire  de  Romclli, 
Marq.  de  Basqueville, 
Le  sire  de  Preaulx, 
Le  sire  de  Gonis, 
Le  sire  de  Sanccaulx, 


The  Archers  du  val  du 
Ruel,  and  of  Bretheul, 
and    of    many  other 


Le  sire  de  S.  Saen,  L  de 

S.  Sydonio, 
Le  sire  de  la  Kiviere, 
Le  sire  de  Salnarvillc, 
Le  sire  de  Rony, 
Eude  de  Beaugieu, 
Lc  sire  de  ObUe, 
Le  sire  de  Sacie, 
Le  sire  de  Nassie, 
Le  Visquaius  de  Chaymes, 
Le  sire  du  Sap, 
Le  sire  de  Glos, 
Le  sire  de  Mine, 
Le  sire  de  Glanville, 
Le  sire  de  Breencon, 
Le  Vidam  de  Partay, 
Raoul  de  Morimont, 
Pierre  de  Bailleul,  sire  de 

Fiscamp, 
Le  sire  de  Beausault, 
Le  sire  de  Tillieres, 
Le  sire  de  Pacy, 
Le  seneschal  de  Torcy, 
Le  sire  de  Gacy, 
Lc  sire  de  Dually, 
Le  sire  de  Sacy, 
Le  sire  de  Vacy, 
Le  sire  de  Tourneeur, 
Le  sire  de  Praeres, 
Guil.  de  Coulombieres, 
Hue,  sire  de  Bollebec, 
Richard  sire  Dorbeck, 
Le  sire  de  Bonneboz, 
Le  sire  de  Tresgoz, 
Le  sire  de  Monlfiquet, 
Hue  le  Bigot  de  Malctot, 
Le  sire  de  la  Haye, 
de  Mombray, 
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Le  sire  de  Saye, 

Le  sire  de  la  Ferte, 

BouteviUain, 

Troussebout, 

GuiWaume  Patric  de  la 

Laund, 
Hue  de  Mortemcr, 
Le  »ire  Danvillero, 
Le  sire  Donnebaut, 
Le  sire  de  S.  Cler. 
Rob.  le  fib.  Herneys,  due 

d'Orleans, 
Le  sire  de  Harecourt, 
Le  sire  de  Crevecoeur. 


Le  sire  de  Deyncourt, 
Le  sire  de  Bnmetot, 
Le  sire  Com  bray, 
Le  sire  Daunay, 
Le  sire  de  Fontenay, 
Le  conte  Deureux," 
Le  sire  de  Rebelcbil, 
Alain  Fergant,  conte 

Bretaigne, 
Le  sire  de  S.  Vallery, 
Le  conte  Deu, 
Gualtier  Gilford,  conte 

Longeville, 
Le  sire  Destouteville, 


Le  conte 
malle, 

Guill.,  conte  de  Hoymes  et 
Darques, 

Le  sire  de  Bereville, 

Le  sire  de  Breantc, 

Le  sire  de  Freanville, 
de  Le  sire  de  Pavilly, 

Le  sire  de  Clere, 

Toustan  du  Bee, 

Le  sire  Maugny, 
de  Roger  de  Montgomery, 

Amaury  de  Touars  :— 


AD. 
10S7. 


Over  and  besides  the  great  number  of  knights  and  esquires  that  were  under 
them ;  in  the  same  battle  between  the  said  William  the  Bastard,  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, on  the  one  part,  and  King  Harold,  on  the  other  part,  there  were  slain 
on  King  Harold  .-  side,  of  Englishmen,  66,654 ;  and  on  Duke  William's  side, 
there  were  slain  6,013  men,  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  Chronicle  of  St.  Peter  of 
Westminster,  besides  those  that  were  drowned  in  the  river  Thames. 

When  the  abovenamed  and  many  other  great  lords  were  so  called,  some  of 
them  appeared,  and  others  did  not,  for  some  of  them  were  slain  there  in  the 
field,  and  others  so  wounded,  that  they  could  not  come  forth  to  show  them- 
selves. Then  gave  the  duke  commandment  that  the  dead  should  be  buried, 
and  those  that  were  sick  comforted,  and  eased  the  best  that  might 

Out  of  the  ancient  Chronicles  of  England,  touching  the  namet  of  other  Norman* 
who  seemed  to  remain  alive  after  the  battle,  and  who  were  advanced  to  the 
seigniories  of  this  land. 


John  de  Maundevile, 
Adam  Undevile, 
Bernard  de  Frevile, 
Richard  de  Rochvile, 
Gilbard  de  Frankvile, 
Hugo  de  Dovile, 
Symond  de  Rote  vile, 
R.  de  Evyle, 

B.  de  Knevuile, 
Hugo  de  Morvile, 
R.  de  Cole  vile, 

A.  de  Warvile, 

C.  de  Karvile, 
R.  de  Rotevile, 
S.  de  Stotevile, 
H.  Bonum, 

J.  Monum, 
W.  de  Vignoum, 
K.  de  Viepount, 
W.  Bailbeof, 


S.  de  Baleyne, 
H.  de  Marreys, 
J.  Aguleyne, 


A',  de  Vendrea, 
11.  de  Verdon, 
H.  de  Verto, 
C.  de  Vernoii, 

H.  Hardul, 

C.  Cappan, 

W.  de  Camvilc, 

I.  de  Cameyea, 


R.  de  Rotes, 
R.  de  Boys, 
W.  de  Waren, 
T.  de  Wardboys, 
R.  de  Boys, 
W.  de  Audeley, 
K.  Dynham, 
R.  de  Vaures, 
G.  Vargenteyn, 
I.  de  Hastings, 

G.  de  Hastank, 
L.  de  Burgee, 
R.  de  Butuileyn, 

H.  de  Malebranche, 
S.  do  Malemain, 

G.  de  Hautevile, 

H.  Hauteyn, 
R.  de  Morteyn, 
R.  de  Mortimere, 

G.  de  Kanovile, 
E.  de  Columb, 
W.  Paynel, 

C.  Panner, 

H.  Pontrel, 

I.  de  Rivers, 
T.  Revile, 

W.  de  Beauchamp, 
R.  de  Beaupale, 

E.  de  Ou, 

F.  Lovel, 

S.  de  Troys, 
I.  de  Artel, 
John  de  Montebrugg, 


H.  de  Mounteserel, 
W.  Trussebut, 
W.  Trussel, 
H.  Byset, 
R,  Basset, 
R.  Molet, 

H.  Malovilc, 

G.  Bonet, 

P.  de  Bon  vile, 
S.  de  Rovile, 
N.  de  Norbec, 

I.  de  Corneux, 
P.  de  Corbet, 

W.  de  Mountague, 
S.  de  Mountfychet, 
I.  de  Gen  evyle, 

H.  Gyflard, 

I.  de  Say, 
T.  Gilbard, 

R.  de  Chalons, 
S.  de  Chauward, 
H.  Ferct, 
Hitgo  Pepard, 
J.  de  Harecourt, 

H.  de  Haunsard, 
J.  de  Lamare, 

P.  do  Mautrevers, 

G.  de  Fcrron, 
R.  de  Ferrers, 

I.  de  Desty, 
W.  de  Werders, 

H.  de  Bornevyle, 
J.  de  Saintenys, 
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S.  de  Seucler, 
R  de  Gorges, 
E.  de  Gemere, 
W.  de  Feus, 
S.  de  Filberd, 
H.  de  Turbervyle, 
R  Troblenuer, 
R.  de  Angon, 
T.  de  Morer, 
T.  de  Rotelet, 
H.  de  Spencer, 
E.  de  Samtquinten, 
L  de  Saint  Martin, 
G.  de  C  us  tan, 
Saint  Constantin, 


Thomas  de  Chambernon,  G.  de  Dabbevyle, 


Hlrrruin 
the  fir»t 


S.  de  Montfort, 
R  de  Fernevaux, 
W.  de  Valence, 
T.  Clarel, 
S.  de  Clervaus, 
P.  de  Aubemarle, 
H.  de  Saint  Arvant, 
E.  de  Auganuteys, 
S.  de  Gant, 

G.  de  Malearbe, 

H.  Mandut, 
W.  Chesun, 

L.  de  Chandut, 
B.  Filzure, 


Saint  Lcger  et  Saint  Med.  B.  vicount  de  Low, 
M.  de  Cronu  et  de  SL  G.  de  Cantemere, 


Viger, 
S.  de  Crayel, 
R  de  Crenker, 
N.  Mevuell, 
I.  de  dc mere, 
S.  de  Chumli, 
E.  de  Charera, 
J.  de  Grey, 
W.  de  Grangers, 
S.  de  Grangers, 
S.  Baubenyn, 

H.  Vamgera, 
E.  Bertram, 
R  Bygot, 

S.  Treoly, 

I.  Trigos, 

G.  de  Fcuos, 

H.  Filiot, 
R  Taperyn, 
S.  Talbot, 
H.  Santaaver, 
T.  de  Samford, 
G.  de  Vandien, 
C.  de  Vautort, 

G.  de  Mountague, 


T.  de  Cantlow, 
R.  Breaunce, 
T.  de  Broxcboof, 
S.  de  Bolebec, 
R  Mol  de  Bocf, 
J.  de  Muelis, 
R.  de  Brus, 
S.  de  Brewes, 
J.  de  Lylle, 
T.  de  Bellylc, 
1.  de  Watervile, 

G.  de  Ncvyle, 
R  de  Neuburgh, 

H.  de  Burgoyne, 

G.  de  Bourgn, 
S.  de  Lymoges, 
L.  de  Lyben, 
W.  de  Helyoun, 

H.  de  Hildrebron, 
R  de  Loges, 

S.  de  Seindow, 

I.  de  Maubank, 

P.  de  Saint  Malow, 
R  de  Leoferne, 
J.  de  Lovotot, 


H.  de  Appctot, 
W.  de  Percy, 

H.  de  Lacy, 
C.  de  Quincy, 

E.  Tracy, 

R.  de  la  Soucbe, 
V.  de  Somcry, 

I.  de  Saint  John, 
T.  de  Saint  Gory, 
P.  do  Boyly, 

Richard  de  Saint  Valery, 
P.  de  Pinkeni, 
S.  de  Pavel  y, 
G.  de  Monthaut, 
T.  de  Mountchesy, 
R.  dc  Lymosry, 

G.  de  Lucy, 
J.  de  Artovs, 
N.  de  Arty, 

P.  de  Grenvyle, 
I.  de  Greys, 
V.  de  Cresty, 

F.  de  Courcy, 
T.  de  Lamar, 

H.  de  Lymastz, 
J.  de  Monbray, 
C.  de  Morley, 
S.  de  Gomey, 
R.  de  Courtenay, 
P.  de  Gourney, 

K .  de  Cony, 

I.  de  la  H  use, 
R  de  la  Huse, 
V.  de  Longevyle, 
P.  Longespye, 

J.  Pouchardon, 
R.  de  la  Pomercy, 
J.  de  Pountz, 
R  de  Pontlarge, 
R  Estraungc, 
Thomas  Savage. 


The  um 
and  order 
of  Soruni, 
how  and 
idU 


A  little  above,  mention  was  made  of  the  bishop's  sec  of  Sher- 
borne, translated  from  thence  to  Salisbury.  The  first  bishop  of 
Salisbury  was  Hiraan,  a  Norman,  who  first  began  the  new  church 
and  minster  of  Salisbury.  After  him  succeeded  Osmund,  who 
finished  the  work,  and  replenished  the  house  with  great  living, 
and  much  good  singing.  This  Osmund  first  began  the  ordinary, 
which  was  called  '  Secundum  usum  Sarum.'  an.  1076,  the  occasion 
whereof  was  this,  as  I  find  in  an  old  story-book,  entitled  1  Eulogium.''1 
A  great  contention  chanced  at  Glastonbury  between  Thurstan  the 
abbot,  and  his  convent,  in  the  days  of  William  the  Conqueror.  This 
Thurstan  the  said  William  liad  brought  out  of  Normandy  from  the 
abbey  of  Cadonum,  and  placed  him  as  abbot  of  Glastonbury.  The 
cause  of  this  contentious  battle  was,  for  that  Thurstan,  contemning 
their  choir-service,  then  called  '  The  use  of  St.  Gregory,"'  compelled 
his  monks  to  1  The  use  of  William,''  a  monk  of  Fiscam,  in  Normandy. 
Whereupon  came  strife  and  contentions  amongst  them,  first  in 


tl)  "  Ordinale  ecelcalaj>tici  officii  K<cundum 


Sarum."   Ex  Euloglo  HUtor.  lib.  ILL 
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words,  then  from  words  to  blows,  after  blows  then  to  armour.  wuu*m 
The  abbot,  with  his  guard  of  harnessed  men,  fell  upon  the  monks,  — 
and  drave  them  to  the  steps  of  the  high  altar,  where  two  were  slain,  AJX 
and  eight  were  wounded  with  shafts,  swords,  and  pikes.  The  monks,  1067 • 
then  driven  to  such  a  strait  and  narrow  shift,  were  compelled  to 
defend  themselves  with  forms  and  candlesticks,  wherewith  they  did 
wound  certain  of  the  soldiers.    One  monk  there  was,  an  aged  man, 
who  instead  of  his  shield  took  an  image  of  the  crucifix  in  his  arms 
for  his  defence,  which  image  was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  one  of 
the  bowmen,  whereby  the  monk  was  saved.    My  story  addcth  more, 
that  the  striker,  incontinent  upon  the  same,  fell  mad,  which  savoureth 
of  some  monkish  addition  besides  the  text.    This  matter  being 
brought  before  the  king,  the  abbot  was  sent  again  to  Cadonum,  and 
the  monks,  by  the  commandment  of  the  king,  were  scattered  in  tar 
countries.    1  hus,  by  the  occasion  hereof  Osmund,  bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, devised  that  ordinary,  which  is  called,  '  The  use  of  Saram,* 
and  was  afterward  received  in  a  manner  through  all  England,  Ireland, 
and  Wales.    And  thus  much  for  this  matter,  done  in  the  time  of 
this  King  William. 

This  William,  after  his  death,  by  his  wife  Matilda,  or  Maud,  left 
three  sons,  Robert  Courtsey,  to  whom  he  gave  the  duchy  of  Nor- 
mandy ;  William  Rufus,  his  second  son,  to  whom  he  gave  the 
kingdom  of  England ;  and  Henrv,  the  third  son,  to  whom  he  left 
and  gave  treasure,  and  warned  William  to  be  to  his  people  loving 
and  liberal,  Robert  to  be  to  his  people  stern  and  sturdy. 

In  the  history  called  4  Jornalensis,'  it  is  reported  of  a  certain  Exunpie 
great  man,  who  about  this  time  of  King  William  was  compassed  j-ffiE^ 
about  with  mice  and  rats,  and  flying  to  the  midst  of  a  river,  yet  JgL1 


that  would  not  serve,  came  to  the  land  again,  and  was  of  them  w|>« 
devoured.    The  Germans  say  that  this  was  a  bishop,  who  dwelling  merciful 
between  Cologne  and  Mentz,  in  time  of  famine  and  dearth,  having  !^ewu 
store  of  com  and  grain,  would  not  help  the  poverty  crying  to  him  £JJ"JJJ 
for  relief,  but  rather  wished  his  corn  to  be  eaten  up  of  mice  and  Into*" 
rats.    Wherefore,  being  compassed  with  mice  and  rats,  by  the  just 
judgment  of  God,  to  avoid  the  annoyance  of  them,  he  built  a  tower 
in  the  midst  of  the  river  Rhine,  which  yet  to  tliis  day  the  Dutchmen 
call  '  Rat's  Tower but  all  that  would  not  help,  for  the  rats  and 
mice  swam  over  to  him  in  as  great  abundance  as  they  did  before,  of 
whom  at  length  he  was  devoured. 


WILLIAM  RUFUS.1 

William  Rufus,  the  second  son  of  William  the  Conqueror,  a.D. 
began  his  reign  a.d.  1087,  and  reigned  thirteen  years,  being  crowned  1087. 
at  Westminster  by  Lan franc ;  who,  after  his  coronation,  released  out 
of  prison,  by  the  request  of  his  father,  divers  English  lords,  who 
before  had  been  in  custody.     It  chanced  that,  at  the  death  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  Robert  Courtsey,  his  eldest  son,  was  absent 
in  Almany,  who,  hearing  of  the  death  of  his  father,  and  how  William, 
his  younger  brother,  had  taken  upon  him  the  kingdom,  was  therewith 

(I)  Edition  1583,  p.  1M.   Ed.  1596,  p.  166.    Ed.  1684,  toL  L  p.  107.— Eo. 


Digitized  by  Google 


140  DEATH  OF  LANFRANC. 

wruiiam  greatly  moved ;  insomuch  tliat  he  laid  his  dukedom  to  pledge  unto 
— 1^1-  nis  brother  Henry,  and  with  that  good  gathered  unto  him  an  army, 
and  so  landed  at  Hampton,  to  the  intent  to  have  expelled  his  brother 

 _  from  the  kingdom.   Hut  William  Rufus,  hearing  thereof,  sent  to  him 

fair  and  gentle  words,  promising  him  dedition  and  subjection,  as  to 
the  more  worthy  and  elder  brother ;  this  thing  only  requiring,  that 
seeing  he  was  now  in  place  and  possession,  he  might  enjoy  it  during 
his  life,  paying  to  him  yearly  three  thousand  marks,  on  condition 
that  which  of  them  overlived  the  other  should  enjoy  the  kingdom. 
The  occasion  of  this  variance  between  these  brctliren  wrought  a  great 
dissension  between  the  Norman  lords  and  bishops,  both  in  England 
and  in  Normandy,  insomuch  that  all  the  Norman  bishops  within  the 
realm  almost  rebelled  against  the  king,  taking  part  with  Duke 
Robert,  except  only  Lanfranc,  and  VVolstan,  bishop  of  Worcester, 
above-mentioned,  an  Englishman ;  who,  for  his  virtue  and  constancv, 
was  so  well  liked  and  favoured  of  his  citizens,  that  emboldened 
with  Ins  presence  and  prayer,  they  stoutly  maintained  the  city  of 


Worc«-  Worcester  against  the  siege  of  their  enemies,  and  at  last  vanquished 
iyr<i"0Ut"  them  with  utter  ruin.  But  Duke  Robert,  at  length,  by  the  advice 
fended.  0f  njg  councji  (hearing  the  words  sent  unto  him,  and  wagging  his 
head  thereat,  as  one  conceiving  some  matter  of  doubt  or  doubleness), 
was  yet  content  to  assent  to  all  tliat  was  desired,  and  so  returned 
shortly  after  into  Normandy,  leaving  the  bishops,  and  such  others, 
in  the  briars,  who  were  in  England,  taking  his  part  against  the 

kin#  . 

This  Rufus  was  so  ill  liked  of  the  Normans,  that  between  him  and 
his  lords  was  oft  dissension  ;  wherefore  well  near  all  the  Normans 
took  part  against  him,  so  that  he  was  forced  of  necessity  to  draw  to 
him  the  Englishmen.    Again,  so  covetous  he  was,  and  so  immea- 
surable in  his  tasks  and  takings,  in  selling  benefices,  abbies,  and 
bishoprics,  tliat  he  was  hated  of  all  Englishmen. 
Do.ih0^?'     ^n  tne  thi^  vcar  of  this  king  died  Lanfranc,  archbishop  of  Can- 
i.anrranc,  tcrbury,  from  whose  commendation  and  worthiness,  as  I  list  not  to 
X.pbof   detract  any  thing  (being  so  greatly  magnified  of  Polydorc,  his 
mtcr-   eountryman)  so  neither  do  I  see  any  great  cause  why  to  add  any 
thing  thereunto.    This  I  think,  unless  tliat  man  had  brought  widi 
him  less  superstition,  and  more  sincere  science  into  Christ's  church, 
he  might  have  kept  him  in  his  own  country  still,  and  have  confuted 
Berengarius  at  home.    After  the  decease  of  Lanfranc,  the  see  of 
Canterbury  stood  empty  four  years. 

After  the  council  of  Lanfranc  above  mentioned,  wherein  was 
concluded  for  translating  of  bishops'  sees  from  villages  into  head 
cities,  Remigius,  bishop  of  Dorchester,  who,  as  ye  heard,  accom- 
panied Lanfranc  to  Rome,  removed  his  bishop's  sec  from  Dorchester 
to  Lincoln,  where  he  budded  the  minster,  situated  upon  a  hill 
within  the  said  city  of  Lincoln.  The  dedication  of  tnat  church 
Robert,  archbishop  of  York,  did  resist,  saying,  tliat  it  was  buildcd 
within  the  ground  of  his  precinct ;  but  afterwards  it  had  his  Romish 
dedication  by  Robert  Blcuct,  next  bishop  that  followed.  By  the 
same  Remigius,  also,  was  founded  the  cloister  or  monastery  of 
Stow,  &c. 

a.d.1091.     jn  the  fourth  year  of  this  king  great  tempests  fell  in  sundry 
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nkces  in  England,  specially  at  Winchcombe,  where  the  steeple  was  w£j°* 

burned  with  lightning,  the  church  wall  burst  through,  the  head  and  — 

right  leg  of  the  crucifix,  with  the  image  of  our  Lady  on  the  right  side  A- 
of  the  crucifix,  thrown  down,  and  such  a  stench  left  in  the  church,  ISzh 
that  none  might  abide  it.    In  London  the  force  of  the  weather  and  jj£dhun" 
tempest  overturned  six  hundred  houses.    In  the  same  tempest  the  hZL» 
roof  of  Bow  church  was  hurled  up  in  the  wind,  and  by  the  vehc-  Jj0°™ 
mcney  thereof  was  pitched  down  a  great  deepness  into  the  ground. 

King  William,  as  ye  have  heard,  an  exceeding  pillager,  or  ravener  n>c  roof 
rather,  of  church  goods,  after  he  had  given  the  bish  opric  ot  Lincoln  church 
to  his  chancellor,  Robert  Bleuet,  above  mentioned,  began  to  cavil ;  g£ 
avouching  the  see  of  Lincoln  to  belong  to  the  see  of  \  ork,  till  the 
bishop  of  Lincoln  had  pleased  him  with  a  great  sum  of  money,  of  Stent 
five  thousand  marks,  &c.  Sound 

As  nothing  could  come  in  those  days  without  money  from  J£*J 
the  king,  so  Herbert  Losinga,  paying  to  the  king  a  piece  of  money,  buhopric. 
was  made  bishop  of  Thetford,  as  he  had  paid  a  little  before  to  be 
abbot  of  Ramsey ;  who,  likewise,  at  the  same  time,  removing  his 
see  from  Thetford  to  the  city  of  Norwich,  there  erected  the  cathedral  Norwich 
church,  with  the  cloister,  in  the  said  city  of  Norwich,  where  he  "JJI^J 
furnished  the  monks  with  sufficient  living  and  rents  of  his  own  J^jr^ 
charges,  besides  the  bishops  lands.    Afterward,  repenting  of  his 
open  and  manifest  simony,  he  went  to  Rome,  where  he  resigned  into 
the  pope's  hands  his  bishopric,  but  so  that  immediately  he  received 
it  again.    This  Herbert  was  the  son  of  an  abbot  called  Robert, 
for  whom  he  purchased  of  the  king  to  be  bishop  of  Winchester, 
whereof  run  these  verses  : 


u 


Films  est  pra-sul,  pater  abba,  Simon  utcrque  : 
Quid  non  speremus  si  nummos  po&iidcamus  ? 
Omnia  nummus  habet,  quod  vult  facit,  addit  et  aufert. 
lies  nimis  injuata,  nummus  fit  procsul  et  abba." 


Pope 


Ye  heard  a  little  before  of  the  death  of  Pope  Hildebrand,  after 
the  time  of  which  Hildebrand  the  German  emperors  began  to  lose 
their  authority  and  right  in  the  pope's  election,  and  in  giving  of 
benefices.    For  next  after  this  Hildebrand  came  Pope  Victor,  by 
the  setting  up  of  Matilda,  and  the  duke  of  Normandy,  with  the 
faction  and  retinue  of  Hildebrand,  who  likewise  showed  himself  stout 
against  the  emperor.    But  Ood  gave  the  shrewd  cow  short  horns,  victor 
for  Victor  being  poisoned,  as  some  say,  in  his  chalice,  sat  but  one  EaMs 
year  and  a  half.    Notwithstanding  the  same  imitation  and  example  ^com- 
of  Hildebrand  continued  still  in  them  that  followed  after.    And,  like  g^*"? 
as  the  kings  of  Israel  followed  for  the  most  part  the  steps  of  Jerol>oam,  mide^" 
till  the  time  of  their  desolation  ;  so,  for  the  greatest  part,  all  popes  mS«f 
followed  the  steps  and  proceedings  of  this  Hildebrand,  their  spiritual  JJPrbo- 
Jeroboam,  in  maintaining  false  worship,  and  chiefly  in  upholding  the  *>nam, 
d/gnitv  of  the  see,  against  all  rightful  authority,  and  the  lawful  king-  unusL 
dom  of  Sion.    In  the  time  of  this  Victor  began  the  order  of  the  UlOnkS  Theonler 
of  Charterhouse,  through  the  means  of  one  Hugo,  bishop  of  Gracia-  p£KP" 
nople,  and  of  I3runo,  bishop  of  Cologne. 

Next  to  Victor  sat  Urban  II.,  by  whom  the  acts  of  Hildebrand 
were  confirmed,  and  also  new  decrees  enacted  against  Henry  the 
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wuutm  emperor.     In  this  time  were  two  popes  at  Rome,  Urban  and 
H'/"'  Clement  III.,  whom  the  emperor  set  up.    Under  Pope  Urban  came 
A.I),   in  the  white  monks  of  the  Cistercian  order,  by  one  Stephen  Harding, 
1()<J5-  a  monk  of  Sherborne,  an  Englishman,  by  whom  this  order  had  its 
t»o      beginning  in  the  wilderness  of  Cistery,  within  the  province  of  Bur- 
E2SLfB  goin,  as  witnesseth  Cestrensis.    Others  write  that  this  Harding  was 
The  order  the  second  abbot  of  that  place,  and  that  it  was  first  founded  by  the 
cj*n'orcr*  means  of  one  Robert,  abbot  of  Molesme,  in  Cistercium,  a  forest  in 
Jjjj^    Burgundy,  a.d.  1098,  persuaded  perchance  by  Harding;  and  afler- 
bcg!ia"    wards,  a.d.  1185,  it  was  brought  into  England  by  a  certain  man 
called  Espek,  who  builded  an  abbey  of  the  same  order,  called  Meri- 
nale.    In  this  order  the  monks  did  live  by  the  labour  of  their  hands; 
they  paid  no  tithes  nor  offerings ;  they  wore  no  fur  nor  lining ;  they 
wore  red  shoes,  their  cowls  white,  and  coats  black ;   they  were 
all  shorn  save  a  little  circle ;  they  eat  no  flesh  but  only  on  their 
journey.    Of  this  order  was  Bernard, 
councilor    This  Urban  held  divers  councils ;  one  at  Rome,  where  he  excom- 
Koinc"    municated  all  such  lay  persons  as  gave  investure  of  any  ecclesiastical 
benefice,  also  all  such  of  the  clergy  as  subjected  themselves  to  be 
underlings  or  servants  to  lay  persons  for  ecclesiastical  benefices,  &c 
a.d. io95.     Another  council  he  held  at  Clermont1  in  France,  a.d.  1095,  where 
of'cier-  among  other  things,  the  bishop  made  an  oration  to  the  lords  there 
moot.     present,  concerning  the  voyage  and  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land  from 
the  Turks  and  Saracens.  The  cause  of  this  voyage  first  arose  through 
one  Peter,  a  monk  or  hermit,  who,  being  in  Jerusalem,  and  seeing 
The  Toy  the  great  misery  of  the  Christians  under  the  pagans,  made  thereof 
3*  Hoiy* declaration  to  Pope  Urban,  and  was  therein  a  great  solicitor  to  all 
christian  princes.  By  reason  of  this,  after  the  aforesaid  oration  of  Pope 
Urban,  thirty  thousand  men,  taking  on  them  the  sign  of  the  cross  for 
their  cognizance,  made  preparation  for  that  voyage,  whose  captains 
were  Godfrey  duke  of  Lorrain,  with  his  two  brethren,  Eustace  and 
Baldwin,  the  bishop  of  Pody,  Bohcmund  duke  of  Pucll,  and  his 
nephew  Tancred,  Raymund  earl  of  St.  Egidius,  Robert  earl  of 
Flanders,  and  Hugh  le  Grand,  brother  of  Philip  the  French  king : 

(D  The  first  cm  wide  wuw  oat  of  the  deliberation*  of  I  council  held  at  Placentia,  in  March. 
a.  o.  1095,  and  from  the  one  here  mentioned  held  in  November  following,  at  Clermont,  at  which 
Pope  Urban  presided.  The  origin  of  these  destructive  and  chimerical  undertakings  appears  to  be 
this:  The  Infidels  in  a  few  years  had  obtained  possession  of  above  one  half  of  the  empire  of  the 
East ;  churches  and  monasteries  had  been  plundered,  and  priests,  monks,  and  christian  laity,  cruelly 
massacred ;  while  unoffending  pilgrims,  who  from  feelings  of  real  piety,  or  superstition,  were 
accustomed  to  visit  the  holy  city,  suffered  the  most  cruel  oppression,  slavery,  and  death  -  [See 
William,  Archb.  of  Tyre's  Hist,  of  the  Holy  Wars,  book  L  c.  9.  a.  o.  1095  ]  Three  hundred  thou- 
sand men  from  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  commenced  their  march  to  the  East;  but  as  the  object  of 
their  undertaking  was  to  extirpate  the  enemies  of  the  christian  faith,  Jews  as  well  as  infidels  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  their  fury.  At  Verdun,  Spires,  Worms,  Cologne,  and  Menu,  the  most  horrible  atrocities 
were  committed  against  those  unhappy  outcasts,  whose  only  chance  of  safety  com i« ted  in  professing 
themselves  Christians,  and  renouncing  their  religion. — [Bcrtold.  in  Chron.  ad  ann.  1096.]  Such 
unholy  conduct,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  crusaders,  induced  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries 
through  which  they  passed,  who  were  continually  the  victims  of  their  plunder,  to  resent  the  inju- 
ries which  they  suffered.  So  effectual  was  the  opposition  which  they  offered,  that  by  the  1st  of 
August  in  the  same  year,  on  the  arrival  of  the  last  division  of  the  army  under  Peter  the  Hermit 
at  Constantinople,  he  was  scarcely  able  to  add  twenty  thousand  men  to  the  two  divisions  which 
had  already  arrived  in  an  equally  enfeebled  condition.  This  army,  after  committing  the  moat 
unjustifiable  excesses  upon  their  friends  t 


e  excesses  upon  their  friends  the  (/recks, 
ted  and  cut  to  piece*  by  the  Turks.  In 
at  Constantinople,  which,  after  crossini 


;  in  two  divisions 

a.D.  1099, 

assembled  at  Constantinople,  which,  after  crossing  the  Hellespont,  amounted  to  about  five 
hundred  thousand  foot,  and  one  hundred  thousand  hone.  After  a  moat  severe,  although 
victorious  campaign,  with  a  very  reduced  force,  Jerusalem  waa  taken  by  scalade,  on  Friday, 
the  15th  July,  1099.  Twenty  thousand  Turks  were  massacred,  and  after  eight  days  devoted 
to  processions  and  religious  ceremonies,'  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  who  was  the  second  to  seaJe  the 
wall,  was  unanimously  elected  king  of  Jerusalem.  Pope  Urban  II.,  however,  did  not  live  to  hear 
of  these  successes  ;  he  died  on  the  Nth  day  of  July  In  the  same  year,  and  the  news  of  the  victory 
had  cons-qurntly  not  reached  Rrme;  this  waa  communicated  to  Paschal  11.  who  succeeded 
him  in  the  papal  chair.— Eo. 
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to  whom  also  was  joined  Robert  Curthoyse,  duke  of  Normandy,  wuKm 
with  divers  other  noblemen,  along  with  the  aforesaid  Peter  the 


Ylermit,  who  was  the  chief  cause  of  that  voyage.  A.l). 

At  that  time  many  of  the  said  noblemen  put  their  lands  and  109G- 
lordships  out  to  mortgage,  to  provide  for  the  aforenamed  voyage  ;  as 
Godfrey,  duke  of  Lorrain,  who  sold  the  dukedom  of  Bologna  to  the 
bishop  of  Eburone,  for  a  great  sum  of  money.  Also  Robert  Curt- 
hovse,  duke  of  Normandy,  laid  his  dukedom  to  pledge  to  his  brother 
William,  king  of  England,  for  ten  thousand  pounds.  &c. 

Thus,  the  Christians,  who  passed  first  over  the  Bosphoms,  having  a.d.iwc. 
for  their  captain  Peter  the  Hermit,  a  man  perchance  more  devout 
than  expert  to  guide  an  army,  being  trapped  of  their  enemies,  were 
slain  and  murdered  in  great  numbers  among  the  Bulgarians,  and  near 
to  the  town  called  Civita. 

When  the  nobles  and  the  whole  army  met  together  at  Constan-  ti>c«cu 
tinople,  where  Alexius  was  emperor,  passing  over  by  the  Hellespont,  {JjJjJ 
going  to  Jerusalem,  they  took  the  cities  of  Nice,  Hcraclca,  Tarsis,  'J™^ 
and  subdued  the  country  of  Cicilia,  appointing  the  possession  thereof  i^'to0'* 
to  certain  of  their  captains.  iiem!"1' 

Antioch  was  besieged,  and  in  the  ninth  month  of  the  siege  it  was   

yielded  to  the  Christians,  by  one  Pyrrhus,  about  which  season  were  {J*^^. 
fought  many  strong  battles,  to  the  great  slaughter  and  desolation  of 
the  Saracens,  and  not  without  loss  of  many  christian  men.  The 
governance  of  this  city  was  committed  to  Bohemund,  duke  of  Puell, 
whose  martial  knighthood  was  often  proved  in  time  of  the  siege 
thereof.  And  not  long  after  Carbona,  master  of  the  Persian  chivalry,  a.d.iot*. 
was  vanquished  and  slain,  with  a  hundred  thousand  infidels.    In  JJ*^, 
that  discomfiture  were  taken  fifteen  thousand  camels.  jfttw 

Jerusalem,  on  the  nine  and  thirtieth  day  of  the  siege,  was  con-  innde™ 
quered  by  the  Christians,  and  Robert,  duke  of  Normandy,  was  elect  5"JM*" 
to  be  king  thereof.1    Howbeit,  he  refused  it,  hearing  of  the  death  of  /uTrcIl "»y 
King  William  Rufus  of  England ;  wherefore  he  never  sped  well  in  lunVhn*" 
all  his  affairs  after  the  same.   Then  Godfrey,  captain  of  the  christian 
army,  was  proclaimed  the  first  king  of  Jerusalem.    At  the  taking  of 
the  city  there  was  such  a  murder  of  men  that  blood  was  congealed  in 
the  streets  the  thickness  of  a  foot.    Then  after  Godfrey  reigned 
Baldwin,  his  brother;  after  him  Baldwin  the  second,  his  nephew. 
Then  Gaufrid,  duke  of  Gaunt ;  and  after  him  Gaufrid,  his  son,  by 
whom  many  great  battles  were  fought  there  against  the  Saracens,  and 
all  the  country  thereabout  subdued,  save  Ascalon,  &c.    And  thus 
much  hitherto  touching  the  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land :  now  to  our 
own  land  again. 

About  this  time,  as  Matthew  Paris  writeth,  the  king  of  England  The  king 
favoured  not  much  the  see  of  Rome,  because  of  the  impudent  and  iLfirf 
insatiable  exactions  which  they  required ;  neither  would  he  suffer  jJJJJJS"1 
any  of  his  subjects  to  go  to  Rome,  alleging  these  words,  "  Because  «»«i>«p*. 
they  follow  not  the  steps  of  Peter,  hunting  for  rewards;  neither  have 

they  the  power  and  authority  of  him,  whose  holiness  they  declare 

themselves  not  to  follow.""1 

» 

if)  Ex  Hen.  lib- 

fj?  "Quod  IVtri  non  inh.-rrent  ▼ratigiK,  prxmlU  inhiantes,  non  eju*  potc*tatcm  ruitnrnt,  cujut 
 "-Ei  Ma„.  Pwrls. 
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DECKERS  OF  POPE  URBAN. 

WKufu.m     "J  tue  same  Urban,  the  seven  hours,  which  wc  call  1  scptem  horas 

 1_  canonicas,''  were  first  instituted  in  the  church. 

A-  D«      Item,  By  this  pope  it  was  decreed,  that  no  bishop  should  be  made 
1()98, .  but  under  the  name  and  title  of  some  certain  place. 
%rv™      Item'  Tnat  matins  ana<  hours  of  the  day  should  every  day  be  said.1 
Lrba...       Item,  That  every  Saturday  should  be  said  the  mass  of  our  Lady, 
and  that  all  the  Jews'  Sabbath  should  be  turned  to  the  service  of 
our  Lady,  as  in  the  council  of  Turin,  to  the  which  service  was 
appointed  the  anthem,  "  Ora  pro  populo,  interveni  pro  clero, 
intercede  pro  devoto  fseminco  sexu.""  2 

Item,  That  all  such  of  the  clergy  as  had  wives  should  be  deprived 
of  their  order.3 

Item,  That  it  should  be  lawful  for  subjects  to  break  their  oath  of 
allegiance,  with  all  such  as  were  by  the  pope  excommunicated. 

Item,  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  husband  and  wife  to 
christen  one  child  both  together ;  with  many  more  matters.4 
Example     In  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  Malcolm  king 

rijthtcou* 

of  Scots,  who  four  times  before  had  made  great  slaughter  of  old  and 
ina,mueut  voung  in  the  north  parts,  as  is  before  showed,  buret  into  Northum- 
wujdcr  berland,  with  all  the  power  he  could  make  ;  and  there,  by  the  right 
judgment  of  God,  was  slain  with  his  son  Edward,  and  also  Margaret 
liis  wife,  sister  to  Edgar  Ethcling,  above-minded,  a  virtuous  and 
devout  lady,  within  three  days  after. 

The  same  year  he  gave  the  archbishopric  of  Canterbury,  after  that 
he  had  detained  the  same  in  his  own  hands  four  years,  to  Anselm, 
abbot  of  Beck,  in  Normandy. 

This  Anselm  was  an  Italian,  in  the  city  of  Augsburgh,  born  and 
brought  up  in  the  abbey  of  Beck,  in  Normandy ;  where  he  was  so 
strict  a  follower  of  virtue,  that,  as  the  story  rccordeth,  he  wished 
rather  to  be  without  sin  in  hell,  than  in  heaven  with  sin.  This 
saying  and  wish  of  his,  if  it  were  his,  may  seem  to  proceed  out  of  a 
mind,  neither  speaking  orderly  according  to  the  phrase  and  under- 
standing of  the  Scripture,  nor  yet  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
justification  of  a  christian  man.  Further,  they  report  him  to  be  so 
far  from  singularity,  that  he  should  say,  it  was  the  vice  which  first 
thrust  the  angels  out  of  heaven,  and  afterwards  man  out  of  paradise. 

Of  this  Anselm  it  is,  moreover,  reported,  that  he  was  so  unwilling 
to  take  the  archbishopric,  that  the  king  liad  much  ado  to  thrust  it 
upon  him  ;  and  he  was  so  desirous  to  have  him  take  it,  that  the  city 
of  Canterbury,  which  before  Lanfranc  did  hold  but  at  the  king's  good 
will  and  pleasure,  he  gave  now  to  Anselm  wholly,  which  was  about 
a.d.  1098.    But  as  desirous  as  the  king  was  then  to  place  the  said 
strife  and  Anselm  there,  so  much  did  he  repent  it  afterward,  seeking  all  manner 
SSutah  °^  mcans  to  defeat  him  if  he  might :  such  strife  and  contention  arose 
tween  the  between  them  two  for  certain  matters,  the  first  eround  and  occasion 

king  and      <         ,         ...  ° 

Anwim,  whereof  was  this. 

".op  of  After  Anselm  had  been  thus  elected  to  the  see  of  Canterbury, 
bury""   bdbre  he  was  fully  consecrated,  the  king  communed  with  him, 

(I)  Vid.  John  Stella.         (2)  Vld.  Nauclcru*.         (3)  Dlit.  31.  Eos  qui  IS.  q.  6.  Junto*. 
(<)  By  the  aatne  pope  thua  many  chapter*  ttand  written  In  the  canon  law,  dl»t.  7.  Sanctorum. 
dUt.  31.  Ko*  qui  1.  q.  I.  Si  qui  dUt.  56.  Pre»byterorum,  1 1.  q.  3.  qutbu*  IS.  q.  6.  Jurato*  16.  p.  7. 
-  >  ik>.  q.  2.  Statulmu*.  23.  q.  8.  Tributum,  30.  q.     quod  auwm  30.  q.  8.  i 
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assaying  by  all  gentle  manner  of  words  to  entreat  him,  that  such  mm«m 
lands  and  possessions  of  the  church  of  Canterbury  as  the  king  had .  Jt"/'"' 
given  and  granted  to  his  friends  since  the  death  of  Lanfranc,  they  A.D. 
might  still  enjoy  as  their  own  lawful  possessions  through  his  grant  _L(^_ 
and  permission.    But  to  this  Anselm  in  no  case  would  agree. 
Whereupon  the  king,  conceiving  great  displeasure  against  him,  did 
stop  his  consecration  a  great  season,  till  at  length  in  long  process  of 
time  the  king,  enforced  by  the  daily  complaints  and  desires  of  his 
people  and  subjects,  for  lack  of  an  archbishop  to  moderate  the  church, 
was  constrained  to  admit  and  authorize  him  unto  them.  Thus  Anselm, 
with  much  ado,  taking  his  consecration,  and  doing  his  homage  to  the 
king,  went  to  his  sec  of  Canterbury ;  and  not  long  after  the  king 
sailed  over  to  Normandy. 

About  this  time  there  were  two  striving  in  Rome  for  the  popedom,  urban 
as  is  afore-noticcd,  Urban  and  Guibert, — divers  realms  diversely  J^f1*" 
consenting,  some  to  the  one,  some  to  the  other.    England,  taking  JfJ* 
with  their  king,  was  rather  inclined  to  Guibert,  called  Clemens  III. ;  papacy, 
but  Anselm  did  fully  go  with  Urban,  making  so  his  exception  with 
the  king  on  entering  his  bishopric.    After  the  king  was  returned 
again  from  Normandy,  the  archbishop  cometh  to  him,  and  asketh 
leave  to  go  to  Rome  to  fetch  his  pall  of  Pope  Urban  ;  which  when 
he  could  not  at  first  obtain,  he  maketh  his  appeal  from  the  king  to 
the  pope.  Whereat  the  king,  being  justly  displeased,  chargeth  the  An»cim 
archbishop  with  breach  of  his  fealty,  contrary  to  his  promise  made ; 
that  is,  if  he,  without  his  license,  should  appeal  either  to  Urban  or  to  traitor, 
any  other  pope.  Anselm  answereth  again,  that  it  was  to  be  referred 
unto  some  greater  council,  where  it  is  to  be  disputed  whether  this 
be  to  break  a  man's  allegiance  to  a  terrene  prince,  if  he  appeal  to  the 
vicar  of  St.  Peter.    And  here  much  arguing  and  contending  was  on 
both  sides.    The  king's  reason  proceedeth  thus :  "  The  custom,"  cuttom 
saith  he,  "  from  my  father  s  time  hath  been  in  England,  that  no  jjffifc, 
person  should  appeal  to  the  pope  without  the  king's  license.    He  W111(f.,ni 
that  breaketh  the  customs  of  tne  realm,  violateth  the  power  and      r  \ 
crown  of  the  kingdom.    He  that  violateth  and  taketh  away  my  {jTa'pp^al 
crown,  is  a  traitor  and  enemy  against  me,"  &c.    To  this  Anselm  to the 
replieth  again,  "  The  Lord,    saith  he,   M  easily  discusseth  this  aXim 
question,  briefly  teaching  what  fidelity  and  allegiance  we  ought  to  give  f^orant- 
unto  the  vicar  of  St.  Peter,  where  he  saith,  'Thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  ft/J^1 
this  rock  will  I  build  my  church,'  &c. :  and,  '  To  thee  I  will  give  the  the  *ic»r 

-  -  --  ■  ......    of  St.  Pe- 


keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  in  ter, 

»herca» 
■  canon 


earth,  it  shall  be  bound  in  heaven ;  and,  whatsoever  thou  loosest  in  Jj*_ 
earth,  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven,'  &c.    Again,  to  them  all  in  general 
he  saith,  '  He  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me  ;  and  whoso  despiseth  but  the 
you,  despiseth  me.'    And  in  another  place,  '  He  that  toucheth  you, 
toucheth  the  apple  of  mine  eye.'    On  the  other  side,  what  duty  we 
owe  to  the  king,  he  showeth  also:  'Give,'  saith  he,  'to  the  emperor, 
what  belongeth  to  the  emperor,  and  to  God,  that  which  to  God 
belongeth.'  Wherefore,  in  such  things  as  belong  to  God  I  will  yield, 
and  must  yield  by  good  right  and  duty,  my  obedience  to  the  vicar  of 
St.  Peter,  "and  in  such  things  as  belong  again  to  terrene  dignity  of 
my  prince,  in  those  I  will  not  deny  to  him  my  faithful  help  and 
counsel,  so  far  as  they  can  extend." 

VOL.  II.  L 
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n-miam     Thus  have  ye  the  grounded  arguments  of  this  prelate  to  stand  so 
stiffly  against  his  prince,  whereunto  peradventure  was  joined  also 
A« D-  some  piece  of  a  stubborn  heart.    But  in  this  conclusion  none  of  his 
1098,  fellow-bishop  durst  take  his  part,  but  were  all  against  him  ;  namely, 
ffi***  |  William,  bishop  of  Durham,  to  whom  AnseTm  thus  protested, 
tkt  ruL  saying,  u  Whosoever  he  were  that  would  presume  to  prove  it  any 
k?n!?»     breach  of  allegiance  or  fealty  to  his  sovereign,  if  he  appealed  to  the 
■tatiint    vic&r  of  St.  Peter,  he  was  ready  to  answer  at  all  times  to  the  con- 
AnM-im.  trary.*1    The  bishop  of  Durham  answereth  again,  "That  he  who 
would  not  be  ruled  by  reason,  must  with  force  be  constrained,',,  &c. 
The  king,  having  on  his  part  the  agreement  of  the  bishops,  thought 
both  to  deprive  the  archbishop  of  his  pastoral  see,  and  to  expel  him 
out  of  the  realm.  But  he  could  not  perform  his  purpose;  for  Ansclm, 
as  he  was  ready  to  depart  the  realm,  said,  wheresoever  he  went,  he 
would  take  his  "office  and  authority  with  him,  though  he  took  nothing 
else ;  whereupon  that  matter  was  deferred  till  a  longer  time.    In  the 
mean  season  the  king  had  sent  privily  two  messengers  to  Pope 
Urban,  to  entreat  him  to  send  his  pall  to  the  king,  for  liim  to  give  it 
where  lie  would,  which  messengers,  by  this  time,  were  returned  again, 
ouaiter   bringing  with  them  from  Rome  Gualter,  bishop  of  Alban,  the  pope's 
legate,  with  the  pall  to  be  given  unto  Ansclm.    This  legate,  first 
Mmtk  to  lantnno  a*  Dover,  from  thence  came  privily  (unknown  to  Ansclm) 
Bafjand.  to  the  king,  declaring  and  promising,  that  if  Urban  was  received 
|>ope  in  England,  whatsoever  the  king  required  to  be  obtained,  he, 
by  his  privilege  from  the  apostolical  see,  would  ratify  and  confirm  the 
same,  save  only,  that  when  the  king  required  of  the  legate  that 
Ansclm  might  be  removed,  the  legate  thereunto  would  not  agree, 
me  pope  saying,  "  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  obtained,  that  such  a  man  as 
Ihu  h  no  he,  being  lawfully  called,  should  be  excelled  without  manifest  cause.',, 
fjjyjj  In  conclusion,  so  it  followed,  that  altnough  he  could  not  obtain  his 
io  re»i«t  request  of  the  legate,  yet  the  legate  so  wrought  with  the  king,  that 
ho  king.  Tjrban  was  proclaimed  lawful  pope  throughout  all  the  realm.* 

Then  were  sent  to  Ansehn  certain  bishops  to  move  and  prove  his 
mind,  declaring  what  charges  and  pains  the  king  had  been  at  in  his 
behalf,  to  procure  the  pall  for  him  from  Rome,  which  otherwise 
would  have  stood  him  in  a  great  expense,  and  that  all  this  the  king 
had  done  for  his  sake,  wherefore  it  were  good  reason  and  convenient, 
that  he,  to  gratify  the  king,  should  somewhat  condescend  to  his 
request  again.    But  with  all  this  Anselm,  the  stout  archbishop, 
would  not  be  moved.   Wherefore  the  king,  seeing  no  other  remedy, 
was  compelled  to  grant  unto  him  the  full  right  of  his  archbishopric. 
Thi  man-  And  so  on  the  day  appointed,  when  the  pall  should  be  brought  to 
brhriat  Canterbury,  it  being  carried  with  all  solemnity  in  a  thing  of  silver,  the 
*"ni"lo  archbishop,  with  a  great  concourse  of  people,  came  forth  barefoot 
ranter-   with  his  priestly  vestments,  after  a  most  goodly  manner,  to  meet  the 
same;  and  so  being  brought  in,  it  was  laid  upon  the  altar,  while 
Ansclm,  spreading  over  his  shoulders  his  popish  vestments,  proceeded 
unto  his  popish  mass. 

Thus  agreement  being  made  between  the  king  and  the  bishop,  so 
long  as  it  would  hold,  it  happened,  in  the  year  following,  that  the 
king  with  his  army  entered  into  Wales,  to  subdue  such  as  there 
rebelled  against  him.   After  the  victory  gotten,  the  king  returned 
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home  again  with  triumph  ;  to  whom  Anselm  thought  to  have  come  wuuam 

to  congratulate  him  on  his  prosperous  success,    .But  the  king  pre-  Rufmi 

vented  him  by  messengers,  laying  to  the  bishop's  charge  both  the  A.D. 

number  and  the  evil  service  of  his  soldiers  sent  to  him  at  his  1098- 


need.   At  the  hearing  hereof,  all  the  hope  of  Anselm  was  dashed,  Anoihtr 
who  at  the  same  present  had  thought  to  have  obtained  and  done  nuking 
many  great  matters  with  the  king  touching  the  state  of  the  church ;  ^V"," , 
but  here  all  turned  contrary  to  his  expectation,  insomuch  that  he  was  »h°»p- 
chargcd,  against  the  next  court  of  parliament,  to  make  his  answer,  Home.' "° 
which  he  avoided  by  appealing  to  Rome ;  wherefore  he  made  his 
suit  and  friends  to  the  king  for  license  to  go  to  the  pope.    To  that 
suit  the  king  answered,  that  he  should  not  go,  neither  was  there  any 
cause  for  him  so  to  do ;  for  that  both  he  knew  him  to  be  of  so  sound 
a  life,  that  he  had  done  no  such  offence,  whereof  he  needed  to  crave 
absolution  at  Rome,  neither  was  there  any  such  lack  of  science  and 
knowledge,  that  he  needed  to  borrow  any  counsel  there:  "  insomuch," 
saith  the  king,  "  that  I  dare  say  Pope  Urban  hath  rather  to  give 
lace  to  the  wisdom  of  Anselm,  than  Anselm  to  have  need  of  Urban. 
VTierefore,  as  he  hath  no  cause  to  go,  so  I  charge  him  to  tarry.  And 
if  he  continue  in  his  stubbornness  still,  I  will  assuredly  seize  upon  his 
possessions,  and  convert  his  archbishopric  into  my  coffers,  for  tliat  he 
transgresseth  and  breaketh  his  fidelity  and  obeisance,  promising 
before  to  observe*  all  the  customs  of  my  kingdom  ;  neither  is  it  the 
fashion  in  this  realm,  that  any  of  my  nobles  should  go  to  Rome  Ko  pns 
without  my  sending.    And  therefore  let  him  swear  unto  me  that  J^™'^ 
he  shall  not  for  any  grievance  appeal  hereafter  to  the  sec  of  Rome,  or  to  so  u> 
else  let  him  void  my  realm." 

Against  these  words  of  the  king,  Anselm  thinking  not  best  to  J^j1^* 
reply  again  by  any  message,  but  by  word  of  mouth,  coming  himself 
personally  to  the  king,  placeth  himself,  after  his  order,  on  the  right 
nand  of  the  prince,  where  he  made  his  reply  unto  the  message  sent 
to  him  by  the  king. 

u  Whereas  you  say,  I  ought  not  to  go  to  Rome,  either  in  regard  of  nny  An*rlm'« 
trespass,  or  for  abundance  of  counsel  and  knowledge  in  me,  (albeit  I  grant  »° 
neither  of  them  to  be  true,)  yet  what  the  truth  is  therein,  I  refer  it  to  the  "* 
judgment  of  God.    And  whereas  ye  say  that  I  promised  to  keep  and  observe 
your  customs ;  that  I  grant,  but  with  a  condition,  so  far  to  keep  them,  and  such 
of  them  to  observe,  as  were  consonant  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  ruled  with  right 
and  equity.    Moreover,  whereas  ye  charge  mc  with  brcacli  of  my  fidelity  and  s»te  the 
allegiance,  for  that  contrary  to  your  customs  I  appeal  to  the  see  anostolic,  (my  Wfjj  Jjf 
reverence  and  duty  to  your  sovereignty  reserved)  if  another  would  say  it,  that  " 
is  untrue.    For  the  fidelity  and  obeisance  that  I  owe  to  thee,  O  king,  I  have  it 
of  the  faith  and  fidelity  of  God,  whose  vicar  St.  Peter  is,  to  whoso  seat  I  do 
uppeal.    Further,  whereas,  as  ye  require  me  to  swear  that  I  shall  for  no  cause 
hereafter  at  any  time  appeal  to  Rome,  I  pronounce  openly  that  a  christian 
prince  requireth  such  an  oath  of  his  archbishop  unjustly,  tor  if  I  shoidd  forswear 
St.  Peter,  I  should  deny  Christ.    And  when  I  shall  at  any  time  deny  Christ, 
then  shall  I  be  content  "and  ready  to  stand  to  the  satisfaction  of  my  transgres- 
sion to  you,  for  asking  license  to  go  to  Rome.    And  peradventure,  when  I  am 
gone,  the  goods  of  the  church  shall  not  so  serve  your  temporal  desires  and  com- 
modities as  ye  ween  for." 

At  these  words  of  the  bishop,  the  king  and  his  nobles  were  not  a 
little  incensed,  they  defending  again,  that  in  his  promise  of  observing 
the  king's  customs",  there  was  neither  condition  nor  any  clause  put 
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"iK/w  in'  either  °r  God  or  "S*11,  "  Tllcre  m  not'1" 8aid  Anselm.  "  If  so 
— — — -  be  that  in  your  customs  was  neither  mention  made  of  God  nor  of  right, 

A  .D.  0f  what  was  there  mention  then  ?  For  God  forbid  that  any  Christian 

1()98,  should  be  bound  to  any  customs  which  go  contrary  to  God  and  to 

right."    Thus  on  both  sides  passed  much  altercation  between 

them. 

Th«         At  length  the  king,  after  many  threatening  words,  told  him  he 
y£Sm*    should  carry  nothing  out  of  the  realm  with  him.    "  Well,"  said  the 
aw'm   °'snoP»  M  *  I  may  neither  have  my  horse  nor  garments  with  me, 
then  will  I  walk  on  foot ;"  and  so  addressed  him  toward  his  journey, 
all  the  other  bishops  forsaking  him,  whereof  none  would  take  his  part ; 
but  if  he  came  to  them  for  counsel,  they  said  he  was  wise  enough, 
and  needed  not  their  counsel,  as  who  for  his  prudence  knew  best 
what  was  to  be  done,  as  also  for  his  holiness  was  willing  and 
able  to  prosecute  the  same  that  he  did  know.    As  for  them,  they 
neither  durst  nor  would  stand  against  the  king,  their  lord,  whose 
favour  they  could  not  lack,  for  the  peril  that  might  happen  both  to 
Ans*ira   themselves  and  their  kindred ;    but  for  him,  because  he  was  both  a 
out™*     stranger,  and  void  of  such  worldly  corruption  in  him,  they  willed  him 
England.  to  gC  forwarj  33  ne  had  begun ;  their  secret  consent  he  should  luive, 
£»rehcd  ^     ^heir  open  voice  they  would  not  give  him.    Thus  Anselm,  re- 
b>  the     maining  at  Dover  fifteen  days,  tarrying  for  wind,  at  last  sped  him 
ortiw  for  toward  his  passage ;  but  his  packing  being  secretly  known  in  the  court, 
S!d  ™     tne  king's  officer,  William  Warlwast,  prevented  his  purpose,  scarch- 
moaey.    ing,  by  the  king's  commandment,  all  his  trusses,  coffers,  satchels, 
sleeves,  purse,  napkin,  and  bosom,  for  letters  and  for  money  ;  and  so 
let  him  pass.    Anselm,  sailing  into  France,  first  rested  a  while  at 
Lyons,  and  from  thence  came  to  Home  to  complain  to  Pope  Urban, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  form  of  a  certain  epistle  of  his,  wherein, 
among  many  other  things  in  the  same  epistle  contained,  these  words 
he  writeth  to  Pope  Paschal,  the  third  year  after  his  banishment,  after 
the  death  of  Urban,  and  a  little  before  the  death  of  the  king. 

To  the  Lord  and  Reverend  Father  Paschal,  high  bishop,  Anselm, 
servant  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  offereth  due  subjection  from 
his  heart,  and  prayers,  if  they  can  stand  in  any  stead,  &c.  &c.' 

A  trng-        l  see  in  England  many  evils,  whose  correction  belongctli  to  me,  and  which  I 
pxllwet  could  neither  amend,  nor  suffer  without  mine  own  fault.    The  king  desireth  of 
a  k-tter.    me,  that  under  the  name  of  right,  I  should  consent  to  his  pleasures,  which  were 
against  the  law  and  will  of  God.   For  he  would  not  have  the  pope  received  nor 
appealed  unto  in  England  without  his  commandment;  neither  that  I  should 
send  a  letter  unto  him,  or  receive  any  from  him,  or  that  I  should  obey  his 
decrees.    He  suffered  not  a  council  to  be  kept  in  liis  realm  now  these  thirteen 
years  since  he  was  king.    In  all  these  things,  and  such  like,  if  I  asked  any 
counsel,  all  my  suffragan  bishops  of  his  realm  denied  to  give  me  any  counsel,  but 
according  to  the  king's  pleasure.    After  that  1  saw  these  and  such  other  tilings 
that  are  done  against  the  will  and  law  of  God,  1  asked  license  of  him  to  go  to 
Home,  unto  the  see  apostolical,  that  I  might  there  take  counsel  for  my  soul,  and 
wlmidnot       omce  committed  unto  me.    The  king  said,  that  I  offended  against  him  for 
h»ve  the  the  only  asking  of  license  ;  and  propounded  to  me,  that  either  I  should  make 
pop*  re-   him  amends  for  the  same  as  a  trespass,  (assuring  him  never  to  ask  his  license 


ceived 
nor  np  - 

pealed     qtuckly  depart 
unto  in 

(I)  Ez  Legend.  Atuelni.  sut  Eadmero.  Et  ex  Epi.t. 


any  more  to  appeal  to  the  pope  at  any  time  hereafter,)  or  else  tluit  I  should 
part  out  of  his  land.    Wherefore,  choosing  rather  to  go  out  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


COUNCIL  OF   BAYOKNE.  ]W 

land  than  agree  to  so  wicked  a  thing,  I  came  to  Rome,  as  you  know,  and  wui  am 
declared  the  whole  matter  to  the  lord  pope.    The  king,  hy  and  by,  as  soon  as  I  H*/**^ 
went  out  of  England,  invaded  the  whole  archbishopric,  and  turned  it  to  liis  own 
use,  taxing  the  monks  only  with  bare  meat,  drink,  and  cloth.    The  king  being  lQ^g' 

warned  and  desired  of  the  lord  pope  to  amend  this,  contemned  the  same,  and  — — 

yet  continueth  in  his  purpose  still.  And  now  is  the  third  vear  since  I  came  Antrim 
thus  out  of  England,  and  more.  Some  men,  not  understanding,  demand  why  ^"'^j1*,',",. 
I  did  not  excommunicate  the  king.  But  the  wiser  sort,  and  such  as  have  kim.-  and 
understanding,  counsel  me  that  I  do  not  this  thing ;  because  it  belongcth  not  of  J"" 
unto  me  both  to  complain  and  to  punish.  To  conclude,  I  was  forewarned  by  b"s,j",f,*n 
my  friends  that  are  under  the  king,  that  my  excommunication  (if  it  should  be  The  king 
done)  would  be  laughed  to  scorn  and  despised,"  &c.  SSttST 

pope'* 

By  these  here  above  prefixed,  appearcth  how  Anselm  the  arch-  Wilr"i"l;• 
bishop,  coming  unto  Rome,  made  his  complaint  to  Pope  Urban  of 
the  king ;  and  how  the  pope  writing  unto  the  king  in  behalf  of 
Anselm,  his  letters  and  commandments  were  despised.  And  now  to 
our  story.  In  the  mean  time,  while  the  pope's  letters  were  sent  to  the 
king,  Anselm  was  bid  to  wait  about  the  pope  to  look  for  answer  back, 
who  perceiving,  at  length,  how  little  the  king  reputed  the  pope's 
letters,  began  to  be  weary  of  his  office,  desiring  the  pope  that  he 
might  be  discliarged  thereof ;  but  the  pope  in  no  case  would  thereto 
consent,  charging  him  upon  his  obedience,  that  wheresoever  he  went, 
he  should  bear  with  him  the  name  and  honour  of  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  Whereunto  Anselm  again  said,  his  obedience  he  neither 
durst  nor  would  refuse,  as  who  for  God's  cause  was  ready  to  suffer 
whatsoever  should  happen,  yea,  though  it  were  death  itself,  as  he 
thought  no  less  would  lollow  thereof.  "  But  what  should  we  think," 
saith  he,  "  is  there  to  be  done,  where  justice  not  only  takcth  no  place, 
but  is  utterly  oppressed  ?  And  whereas  my  suffragans  do  not  only 
not  help,  for  dread,  the  righteous  cause,  but  also  for  favour  do  impugn 
the  same?'"  "  Well,""  saith  the  pope,  "  as  touching  these  matters, 
we  shall  sufficiently  provide  at  the  next  council  to  be  holden  at  councilor 
Bayonne,  whereas  I  will  you  the  same  time  and  place  to  be  present.'"  B*>0,,De- 

When  the  time  of  the  council  was  come,  Anselm,  amongst  others,  Was  Anselm 
called  for,  who,  first  sitting  on  an  outer  side  of  the  bishops,  afterwards  'JJJJ,'' 
was  placed  at  the  right  foot  of  the  pope,  with  these  words,  "  Inclu-  ™"(°[ 
damns  hunc  in  orbe  nostro,  tanquam  alterius  orbis  papam.""    Where-  bury, 
upon  the  same  place  after  him  was  appointed  to  the  successors  of  the  STrkllt 
see  of  Canterbury,  in  every  general  council,  by  the  decree  of  Pope  ^e0,lni,e 
Urban,  to  sit  at  the  right  foot  of  the  pope.    In  this  said  council  hi»  irenr- 
great  stir  and  much  reasoning  there  was  against  the  Grecians,  con-  cu•.c<'UI, 
cerning  the  matter  and  order  of  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Here  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  Greek1  church  hath  of  long  time  dis- 
sented from  the  Latin  church  in  many  and  sundry  points,  to  the 
number  of  twenty,  or  almost  twenty-nine  articles,  as  I  have  them  rv  pro- 
collected  out  of  tne  register  of  the  church  of  Hereford ;  whereof,  as  ^"j,0™ 
occasion  hereafter  may  serve  (God  willing)  for  a  further  and  more  •*nnt. 
ample  tractation  to  be  made ;  so  here,  by  the  way,  partly  I  mean  to 
touch  some.    The  first  ' 


(I)  Ibis  distention  commenced  In  tbe  seventh  century  ,  suspended  for  a  time  it  was  revived  in 
loiZ  Gregory  IX.,  in  1232,  endeavoured  to  effect  a  reconciliation  ;  nor  were  these  laudable 
attempts  abandoned  till  the  death  of  Urban  IV.,  in  1J64.  Again,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
rhurih  of  Rome  attempted  to  make  proselytes  from  the  Greek  church,  but  without  ■ 
•nd  they  remain,  to  thia  da)  ,  separate  communions—  Ko. 
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jtyta.  Articles  and  Opinions  wherein  the  Greek  Church  differcth  from  the 
a.d7  Latin' 

1°98-      The  articles  wherein  the  Greek  church  altercth  from  the  Latin  or 
Romish  church,  arc  these:1 — 

The  dif-       I.  They  arc  not  under  the  obedience  of  the  church  of  Rome,  because  the 
between   cnurcn  °^  Constantinople  is  not  subject,  but  equal,  to  the  same, 
thcc'reck     II.  They  hold  that  the  bishop  of  the  apostolic  see  of  Rome  hath  not  greater 
and  the    power  than  the  four  patriarchs ;  and  whatsoever  the  pope  doth  beside  their 
churehe»  knowledge,  or  without  their  approbation,  it  is  of  no  value. 

III.  Also,  they  say  whatsoever  hath  been  done  or  concluded,  since  the  second 
general  council,  it  is  of  no  full  authority ;  because  from  that  time  they  recount 
the  Latins  to  be  in  error,  and  to  be  excluded  out  of  the  holy  church. 

IV.  Item,  "  Dicunt  eucharistiiim  consecratam  per  Romanam  ecclesiam  non 
esse  verum  corpus  ChristL"  That  is,  they  hold  the  eucharist  consecrated  by 
the  church  of  Rome  not  to  be  the  very  body  of  Christ  Also,  where  the  Romish 
church  doth  consecrate  in  unleavened  bread,  they  consecrate  in  bread  leavened. 

V.  Further,  they  say  that  the  Romish  church  doth<err  in  the  words  of  bap- 
tism, for  saying,  "  I  baptize  thee when  they  should  say,  "  Let  this  creature 
of  God  be  baptized,"  &c. 

VI.  They  hold  moreover  that  there  is  no  purgatory,  and  that  the  sufTrages  of 
the  church  do  not  avail  the  dead,  either  to  lessen  the  pain  of  them  that  be 
destined  to  hell,  or  to  increase  the  glory  of  them  that  be  ordained  to  salvation. 

VII.  Also,  they  hold  that  the  souls  out  of  the  bodies  departed  (whether  they 
have  done  good  or  evil)  have  not  their  perfect  pain  or  glory,  but  are  reserved 
in  a  certain  place  till  the  day  of  judgment. 

VIII.  Also,  they  condemn  the  church  of  Rome  for  mixing  cold  water  in 
their  sacrifice. 

IX.  Also,  they  condemn  the  church  of  Rome,  for  that  as  well  women  as 
priests  anoint  children  (when  they  baptize  them)  on  both  shoulders. 

X.  Item,  "  Dicunt  panem  nostrum  panagiam."  That  is,  they  call  our  bread 
panaqia. 

XL  Further,  they  blame  the  church  of  Rome  for  celebrating  their  mass  on 
other  days  besides  Sundays,  and  certain  other  feasts  appointed. 

XII.  Also,  in  this  the  Greek  church  varieth  from  the  Latin ;  for  they  have 
neither  cream  nor  oil,  nor  sacrament  uf  confirmation. 

XIII.  Neither  do  they  use  extreme  unction,  or  annoiling  after  the  manner 
of  the  Roman  church,  expounding  the  place  of  St  James  of  the  spiritual  infir- 
mity, and  not  corporal. 

XIV.  Also,  they  enjoin  no  satisfaction  for  penance,  but  only  that  they  show 
themselves  to  the  priests,  anointing  them  with  simple  oil  in  token  of  remission 
of  sins. 

XV.  Also,  only  on  Maunday  Thursday  they  consecrate  for  the  sick,  keeping 
it  for  the  whole  year  after,  thinking  it  to  be  more  holy  upon  that  day  conse- 
crated than  upon  any  other :  neither  do  they  fast  any  Saturday  through  the 
whole  year,  but  only  on  Easter-even. 

XVI.  Also,  they  give  but  only  five  orders,  as  of  clerks,  subdeacons,  deacons, 
priests,  and  bishops ;  whereas  the  Roman  church  giveth  nine  orders,  after  the 
nine  orders  of  angels. 

XVII.  Moreover,  the  Grecians  in  their  orders  make  no  vow  of  chastity, 
alleging  for  them  the  fifth  canon,  "  Ego,  presbyter  vel  diaconus,  uxorum  causa 
honcstatis  non  rejiciam,"  &c. ;  that  is,  "  I,  N.  priest  or  deacon,  will  not  forsake 
my  wife  for  honesty'  sake."1 

XVIII.  Also,  every  year  the  Grecians  use,  on  certain  dap,  to  excommuni- 
cate the  church  of  Rome,  and  all  the  Latins  as  heretics. 

XIX.  Also  further,  among  the  said  Grecians  they  are  excommunicated  that 
beat  or  strike  a  priest ;  neither  do  their  religious  men  live  in  such  priestly 
chastity  as  the  Roman  priests  do. 

(I)  "  Quod  iunt  extra  obedientiam  Romans?  eeelenlir,  pro  eo  quod  eecUtU  Conttantinnpolitena 
non  est  subjects,  ncd  ei  tequ&lii.  Dicunt  doroinum  apoatolirum  non  habere  majorem  potcitatcm, 
quam  quatuor  patriarchs.  Et  quicquld  At  prirter  acie'itiam  corutn  per  papain,  Tel  sin*  corum 
approbatfone,  nulliu*  est  valorii,"  ttc. — Kv  lt<yi»tr<>  Ecclea.  IlervfordienaU. 

(J)  My  copy  here  leemeth  to  want  somewhat. 
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XX.  Also,  their  emperor  amongst  them  doth  ordain  patriarchs,  hUhop<s,  and  William 
others  of  the  clergy,  and  deposeth  the  same  at  his  pleasure ;  also,  he  givcth  Rl,f" 
benefices  to  whom  he  listeth,  and  retaineth  the  fruits  of  the  same  benefices,  as    ^  ^ 
pleaseth  him.  1098 

XXI.  Item,  they  blame  the  Latin  church  because  they  eat  no  flesh,  eggs,  '— 

and  cheese  on  Fridays,  and  do  eat  flash  on  Saturdays.1 

XXII.  Item,  they  hold  against  the  Latin  men  for  celebrating  without  the 
consecrated  church,  either  in  the  house  or  in  the  field,  and  for  fasting  on  the 
Sabbath-day  ;  also  for  permitting  menstruous  women  to  enter  into  the  church 
before  their  purifying ;  and  for  suffering  dogs  and  other  beasts  to  enter  into  the 
church. 

XXIII.  Tin-  Grecians  use  not  to  kneel  in  all  their  devotions,  not  even  to  the 
body  of  Christ,  (as  the  register  termeth  it,)  but  one  day  in  the  whole  year ;  saying 
and  affirming  that  the  Latins  be  goats  and  beasts,  for  they  are  always  pro- 
strating themselves  upon  the  ground  in  their  prayers. 

XXIV.  The  Grecians,  moreover,  permit  not  the  Latins  to  celebrate  upon  their 
altars.  And  if  it  chance  that  any  Latin  priest  do  celebrate  upon  their  altar, 
by  and  by  they  wash  their  altar,  in  token  of  abomination  and  false  sacrifice , 
and  diligently  they  observe,  that,  whensoever  they  do  celebrate,  they  do  but  one 
liturgy  or  mass  upon  one  altar  or  table  that  day. 

XXV.  Further,  they  dissent  from  the  church  of  Rome  touching  the  order 
and  manner  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

These  artieles,  wherein  is  declared  the  difference  between  the  east 
and  west  church,  of  the  Grecians  and  Romans,  as  I  found  them  articu- 
lated and  collected  in  an  ancient  and  authentic  register  of  the  church 
of  Hereford,  so  I  thought  here  to  insert  them,  and  leave  them  to  the 
consideration  of  the  reader.  Other  four  articles  more  in  the  same 
register  be  there  expressed  concerning  simony  and  usury,  not  with 
them  forbidden  ;  and  touching  also  their  emperor ;  and  how  they  teach 
their  children  to  hurt  or  damnify,  by  any  manner  of  way,  the  Latin 
priests,  &c. ;  which  articles,  for  that  cither  they  seem  not  truly 
collected  out  of  their  teachings,  or  else  not  greatly  pertinent  to  the 
doctrine  of  religion,  I  overpass  them.  To  the  purpose  now  of  our 
story  again. 

When  certain  of  these  above  prefixed  were  moved  in  the  aforesaid  An»eim 
council  to  be  discussed,  namely  concerning  the  assertion  of  the  pro-  champion 
cecding  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  concerning  leavened  bread  in  the  Jhc  orl- 
ministration  of  the  Lord's  supper,  Anselm,  as  is  above  said,  was  called  cian* 
for,  who,  in  the  tractation  of  the  same  articles,  so  bestirred  him  in  that 
council,  that  he  well  liked  the  pope  and  them  about  him,  as  mine 
author  recordeth.    Whereupon,  touching  the  matter  of  unleavened 
bread,  how  indifferently  he  seemed  there  to  reason,  and  what  he  writcth 
to  Waltram,  or  Valentine,  bishop  of  Nurenburgh,  thereof  ye  shall 
hear  by  a  piece  of  his  letter  sent  to  the  said  bishop,  the  copy  whereof 
here  ensueth. 

Anselm,  servant  to  the  church  of  Canterbury,  to  Waltram,  bishop  of 

Nurenburgh.1 

As  concerning  the  sacrifice  in  which  the  Grecians  think  not  as  we  do,  it 
secmeth  to  many  reasonable  Catholic  men,  that  which  they  do  not  to  be  against 
the  christian  faith  ;  for  both  he  that  sacrificeth  unleavened  and  leavened,  sacri- 
ficeth  bread.  And  where  it  is  read  of  our  Lord  (when  he  made  his  body  of 
bread)  that  he  took  bread  and  blessed,  it  is  not  added  unleavened  or  leavened. 
Yet  it  is  certain  that  he  blessed  unleavened  bread,  peradventurc  not  because  the 

( 1 )  Thin  article  secmeth  not  to  1*  rightly  collected  out  of  the  Grecian*. 

(2)  Ex  KpUI.  Anselm.  323,  post  iniUum. 
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William  thing  that  was  done  required  that,  but  because  the  supper  in  which  this  was 
Huf'"-  done  did  give  that.  And  where  in  another  place  he  cailelh  himself  and  his 
"  flesh  bread,  because  that  as  man  liveth  temporally  with  this  bread,  so  with  that 
bread  he  liveth  for  ever.  He  saith  not  unleavened  nor  leavened,  because  both 
alike  are  bread ;  for  unleavened  and  leavened  difler  not  in  substance,  as  some 
think,  like  as  a  new  man  before  sin,  and  an  old  man  rooted  in  the  leaven  of  sin, 
difler  not  in  substance.  For  this  cause  only,  therefore,  he  might  be  thought  to 
coll  himself  and  his  flesh  bread,  and  to  have  made  his  body  of  bread,  because 
that  this  bread,  unleavened  or  leavened,  givcth  a  transitory  life  ;  and  his  body 
giveth  everlasting  life,  not  for  that  it  is  either  leavened  or  unleavened.  Although 
it  be  a  commandment  in  the  law  to  eat  unleavened  bread  in  the  Passover,  where 


leavened  *H  things  are  done  in  a  figure,  that  it  might  be  declared  that  Christ,  whom  they 
is  not  ne-  looked  for,  was  pure  and  clean ;  and  we  that  should  eat  his  body  were  admo- 
nished to  be  likewise  pure  from  all  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness :  but  now 
after  we  are  come  from  the  old  figure  to  the  new  truth,  and  eat  the  unleavened 
flesh  of  Christ,  that  old  figure  in  bread,  of  which  we  make  that  flesh,  is  not 
necessary  for  us.  But  manifest  it  is,  to  be  better  sacrificed  of  unleavened  than 
of  leavened,  &c. 

To  this  letter  I  have  also  adjoined  another  epistle  of  his  to  the 
said  Waltram,  appertaining  to  matters  not  much  unlike ;  wherein  the 
variety  and  divers  usages  of  the  sacraments  in  the  church  arc  treated 
of ;  whereby  such  as  call  and  cry  so  much  for  uniformity  in  the  church, 
may  note,  peradventurc,  in  the  same  something  for  their  better  undcr- 


Part  of  another  Letter  of  Anselm  to  the  said  Waltram,  Bishop  of 

Nurenburgh.1 

To  the  reverend  father  and  his  friend  Waltram,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
the  worshipful  bishop  of  Nurenburgh,  Anselm,  the  servant  of  the 
church  of  Canterbury,  greeting,  &c. 

Y cur  worship  complaineth  of  the  sacraments  of  the  church,  that  they  are  not 
made  every  where  after  one  sort,  but  are  handled  in  divers  places  after  divers 
sorts.    And  truly  if  they  were  ministered  after  one  sort,  and  agreeing  through 
Diversity  the  whole  church,  it  were  good  and  laudable.    Yet,  notwithstanding,  because 
in  the***  t*lcre  ^c  many  di™™^8  which  differ  not  in  the  sum  of  the  sacrament,  in  the 
church  to  strength  of  it,  or  in  the  faith,  or  else  can  be  gathered  into  one  custom,  I  think 
be  borne  that  they  are  rather  to  be  borne  with  in  agreement  of  peace,  than  to  be  con- 
£ic*.  ra-  de,nned  with  offence :  for  we  have  this  from  the  holy  fathers,  that  if  the  unity 
i her  than  of  charity  be  kept  in  the  catholic  faith,  the  diversity  of  customs  hurteth  nothing, 
condemn-  y^t  if  it  be  demanded  whereof  this  diversity  of  customs  doth  spring,  I  perceive 
oiience.    no  otncr  cause  thereof  but  the  diversity  of  men's  wits,  which,  although  they 
difler  not  in  strength  and  truth  of  the  thing,  yet  they  agree  not  in  the  fitness 
and  comeliness  of  the  ministering :  for  that  which  one  judge  th  to  be  mccter, 
oftentimes  another  thinketh  less  meet ;  wherefore,  not  to  agree  in  r 
I  think  it  not  to  swerve  from  the  truth  of  the  thing,  &c. 


Then  in  the  story  it  followeth,  after  long  debating  and  discussing 
SSTfir  of  these  matters  in  the  council,  when  they  had  given  forth  their 
againCitd  determination  upon  the  same,  and  the  pope  had  blasted  out  his 
the  uw  thundering  excommunications  against  the  Grecians,  and  all  that  took 
Lio";  their  part,  at  length  were  brought  in  the  complaints  and  accusa- 
cK'n.t  again81  tne  king  °*  England,  upon  the  hearing  whereof,  Pope 
Kh.gwu-  turban,  with  his  adherents,  was  ready  to  proceed  in  excommunication 
against  the  king ;  but  Anselm,  kneeling  before  the  pope,  after  lie 


(1)  Ex  EpUt  Atueltn.  327. 
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had  first  accused  his  king,  then  afterwards  obtained  for  liim  longer  r«Hj» 
time  to  be  given  upon  further  trial.  *"/"J 

Thus  the  council  breaking  up,  the  pope  returned  again  to  Rome,  A- 
directing  down  his  letters  to  the  king,  and  commanding  him  that 
Anselm,  with  all  his  partakers,  in  speedy  wise  should  be  revested  *J*J* 
again  in  his  archbishopric,  and  all  other  possessions  thereunto  apper-  head,  and 
taming.   To  this  the  king  sendeth  answer  again  by  messengers,  who,  him**1™ 
coming  to  the  pope,  declared  in  the  king's  behalf  on  this  wise,  That  P,lu,er- 
the  king,  their  master,  did  not  a  little  marvel  what  came  into  his 
mind  to  command  Anselm  to  be  revested  and  reseized  again  into 
his  former  archbishopric ;  seeing  he  told  him  before  plainly,  that  if 
he  went  out  of  England  without  his  leave,  he  would  so  do  unto  him. 
"  WehV  saith  the  pope,  "  have  ye  no  other  matter  against  Anselm 
but  onlv  this       "  No,"  quoth  they.    "And  have  ye  taken  all  this 
travail,'*  saith  the  pope,  "to  come  hither  so  far  to  tell  me  this,  that  the 
primate  of  your  country  is  therefore  disseized  and  dispossessed,  because 
he  hath  appealed  to  the  see  and  judgment  apostolical  ?    Therefore,  Aloud 
if  thou  lovest  thy  lord,  speed  thee  home  and  tell  him,  if  he  will  not  [h^nd«, 
be  excommunicated,  that  he  quickly  revest  Anselm  again  in  all  that  Jjjj 
he  had  before.    And  lest  I  make  thee  to  be  hanged  for  thy  labour,  thunder- 
look  to  thy  term,  and  see  that  thou  bring  me  answer  again  from  him  bolt" 
into  this  city  against  the  next  council,  the  third  week  after  Easter." 
The  messenger,  or  speaker,  being  somewhat  astonied  at  the  hearing 
of  this  so  tragical  answer,  thinking  yet  to  work  something  for  his 
king  and  master,  came  secretly  to  the  pope,  saying,  that  he  would 
confer  a  certain  mystery  from  his  king  privately  with  his  holiness,  a  bribing 
between  them  two.    What  mystery  that  was,  or  what  there  passed  JJJJJJJ 
from  the  king  to  the  pope  and  the  court  of  Rome,  mine  author  does  «  Home, 
not  show  ;  but  so  cunningly  that  mystery  was  handled,  that,  with  a 
fvdl  consent,  both  of  the  pope  and  all  the  court  of  Rome,  a  longer 
day  was  given,  from  Easter  to  Michaelmas ;  and  the  pope's  choleric 
heat  so  assuaged,  that  when  the  council  came,  which  then  was  holden  optinm» 
at  St.  Peters  church  in  Rome,  albeit  great  complaints  were  then  "1. 
denounced  against  the  king,  yet  such  favour  was  found,  that  he  took  0nrut,hAcl, 
no  harm  ;  only  the  sentence  of  excommunication  was  there  pro-  councilor 
nounced  against  such  lay  persons  as  gave  investiture  of  churches,  and  me" 
them  that  were  so  invested ;  also,  against  them  that  do  consecrate 
such,  or  which  gave  themselves  in  subjection  to  laymen  for  ecclesias- 
tical livings,  as  is  before  touched  upon. 

This  council  being  finished,  the  archbishop,  seeing  the  unstedfastness 
of  the  pope,  which  pleased  him  but  little,  took  his  journey  to  Lyons, 
where  he  continued  his  abode  a  long  time,  till  the  death,  first  of  rope 
Urban,  and  then  of  the  king. 

Of  this  King  William  many  things  be  diversely  recorded,  some  to 
his  commendation,  and  some  to  his  discommendation ;  whereof  this 
is  one  which  some  will  ascribe  to  hardiness,  but  I  rather  to  rash-  The  hard- 
ness in  him.   As  this  king  upon  a  time  was  in  his  disport  of  hunting,  rather" 
suddenly  word  came  to  him  that  Cenourona,  a  city  in  Normandy, 
was  besieged.    The  king,  without  longer  tarrying  or  advisement,  WT 
took  the  straight  way  toward  the  sea-side,  sending  to  his  lords  that 
they  should  follow  after.    They,  being  come  to  his  presence,  advised 
him  to  stay  till  the  time  his  people  were  assembled ;  but  he  would 
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w«w  not  be  stayed,  saying,  tliat  such  as  him  loved,  lie  knew,  would  follow 
RMf,um  him  shortly;  and  so  went  to  take  ship.    The  slupmaster,  seeing  the 
A.  D.  weather  so  dark  and  cloudy,  was  afraid,  and  counselled  the  king  to 
110°-  tarry  till  the  wind  did  turn  about,  and  the  weather  was  more  favourable. 
a  Miring  But  the  king,  persisting  in  his  journey,  commanded  him  to  make  all 
vrimL  tnc  speed  he  might  for  his  life ;  saying,  that  he  never  heard  that 
any  king  yet  was  ever  drowned ;  and  so  passed  the  sea  in  safety,  and 
came  to  Normandy. 

The  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  the  said  King  William,  having 
the  same  time  in  his  hand  three  bishoprics — Canterbury,  Winchester, 
and  Sarum,  also  twelve  abbies  in  farm,  as  he  was  in  his  disport  of 
The  death  hunting  in  the  New  Forest,  by  glancing  of  an  arrow  shot  by  a  Knight 
Snuiti'  named  Walter  Tyrrell,  was  wounded  to  death,  and  so,  speechless,  was 
A*       carried  to  Westminster,  and  there  was  buried.     Here  also  is  to 
be  noted,  that  Richard,  the  cousin-german  of  King  William,  and 
son  to  Duke  Robert  his  brother,  was  likewise  slain  in  the  aforesaid 
forest.    See  the  just  hand  of  God  upon  kings  usurping  wrongfully 
upon  other  men's  grounds,  as  did  William  the  Conqueror,  their 
father,  in  making  this  new  forest,  plucking  down  divers  churches  and 
fr"™iplc  townships  for  the  compass  of  thirty  miles  about.    Here  therefore  ap- 
pearcth,  that  although  men  cannot  revenge,  yet  God  revengeth,  either 
fault*  or  in  them  or  in  their  posterity.    This  king,  as  he  always  used  con- 
uici?|£»-  cubines,  so  left  he  no  issue  legitimate  behind  him.  His  life  was  such, 
that  it  is  hard  for  a  story  that  should  tell  the  truth  to  say  whether  he 
was  more  to  be  commended  or  reproved.  Among  other  vices  in  him, 
especially  is  to  be  rebuked  in  him  immeasurable  and  unreasonable 
cofctoui-  covetousncss ;  insomuch  that  he  coveted,  if  he  might,  to  be  every 
Stag  wu-  raan,fj  heir.    This  one  example  of  a  liberal  and  princely  nature  I 
>«•«.      find  in  him,  that  upon  a  time  when  a  certain  abbot  of  a  place  was 
dead,  there  came  to  his  court  two  monks  of  the  same  house,  who 
before  had  gathered  much  money,  and  made  their  friends  to  the  king, 
and  offered  large  offers,  both  of  them  to  be  promoted  to  that  dignity. 
There  was  also  a  third  monk  of  the  same  place,  who  of  meekness  and 
humility  followed  the  other  two,  to  the  intent  that  upon  him  whom 
the  king  had  admitted  for  abbot,  he  should  give  attendance,  and  as 
his  chaplain  with  him  return.    The  king  called  before  him  the  two 
monks  severally,  of  whom  the  one  outproffered  the  other.     As  the 
king  cast  his  eye  aside,  he  espied  the  third  monk  standing  by,  sup- 
posing that  his  coming  had  been  also  for  the  like  cause.    Then  the 
king,  calling  him,  asked  what  he  would  do,  whether  he  would  give  more 
than  his  brethren  had  offered  to  be  abbot.     He  answered  the  king, 
and  said,  that  he  neither  had,  nor  would  (if  he  might)  offer  any 
penny  for  it  by  any  such  unlawful  means.    When  the  king  had  well 
pondered  this  third  monk's  answer,  he  said  that  he  was  best  worthy 
to  be  abbot,  and  to  have  the  rule  of  so  holy  a  charge :  and  so  gave 
unto  him  that  benefice  without  taking  any  penny. 

Urban,  bishop  of  Rome,  who,  as  is  said,  succeeded  after  Victor, 
ruled  the  church  of  Rome  about  the  space  of  twelve  years ;  and 
amongst  his  other  acts  he  excommunicated  the  emperor,  ricnry  IV., 
as  a  man  not  much  devout  to  that  see  of  Rome.  But  yet  a  worthy 
and  victorious  prince  he  was,  in  whom,  albeit  some  vice  perchance 
might  be  noted,  yet  none  such  wherefore  any  prelate  or  minister  of 
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Christ  ought  to  excite  his  subjects  to  rebel  against  public  authority  wm*m 
of  God  appointed.    This  emperor  Henry  IV.  was  by  four  popes  RM,mt\. 
severally  excommunicated, — by  Hildcbrand,  Victor,  Urban,  and  A.D. 
Paschal ;  which  excommunication  wrought  so  in  the  ignorant  and  1 100, 
blind  hearts  of  the  people,  that  many,  as  well  of  the  nobles  as  of  the  Henry  iv. 
multitude,  contrary  to  their  sworn  allegiance,  rcbclliously  conspired  munT 
against  their  king  and  emperor ;  in  the  number  of  whom  was  one  g**  by 
certain  carl,  named  Ludovic,  to  whom  Waltram,  bishop  of  the  p?pc». 
church  of  Mergburgh,  (a  godly  and  faithful  man,  as  appeareth,)  doth  aolxc 
write  letters  of  fatherly  admonition,  exhorting  and  instructing  him  in  j£jjjnit 
the  office  of  obedience ;  unto  the  which  letters  he  likewise  doth  «>>«  em- 
answer  again  by  cavilling  sophistication,  and  by  mere  affection  peror' 
rather  disposed  to  discord,  than  seeking  sincerity  of  truth.  And 
forasmuch  as  in  these  two  letters  the  argument  of  christian  obedience 
on  both  sides  is  so  debated  by  proofs  and  reasons  as  may  be  profitable 
for  the  reader  to  peruse  and  understand,  I  thought  therefore  not  to 
defraud  the  English  reader  of  the  same,  whereof  peradventurc  some 
utility  might  be  taken.     The  tenor  of  the  bishop's  letter  to  the 
earl  here  followeth. 

The  Epistle  of  Waltram,  bishop  of  Mergburgh,  to  the  Earl  Ludovic, 
exhorting  to  concord  and  obedience.1 

Waltram,  by  the  grace  of  God  being  that  he  is,  to  Ludovic,  the  noble  prince, 
with  instance  of  prayer,  offereth  himself  serviceable  for  all  things.  To  every 
realm  concord  is  a  thing  profitable,  and  justice  is  much  to  be  desired.  For  this 
virtue  is  the  mother  of  godliness  and  the  consecration  of  all  honesty.  Whoso- 
seeketh  after  civil  dissension,  and  incenseth  others  to  effusion  of  blood,  he 


is  a  murderer,  and  a  partaker  with  him  who,  ever  gaping  and  thirsting  for 
another's  blood,  goeth  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.    You  therefore  Concord 
considering  with  yourself,  most  noble  prince,  how  God  is  the  God  of  peace,  and  '{j^f*1 
not  of  dissension,  as  much  as  in  you  doth  lie,  have  peace  with  all  men.    God  is  ncccmii 
charity ;  the  devil  is  hatred.    The  whole  law  and  prophets  consist  in  love  and  la  »  com- 
charity.    He  that  hateth  and  maligneth  his  brother  is  a  murderer,  and  hath  no 
part  with  Christ  in  the  kingdom  of  God.    This  we  read  testified  and  protested 
both  by  him  who  is  the  Truth  himself,  and  by  him  who  was  the  scholar  of  the 
Truth,  who,  upon  the  breast  of  the  Lord,  drinking  a  more  full  draught  of  the 
gospel,  reioiceth  the  city  of  God  with  abundance  of  plentiful  floods.     In  like 
manner,  tnat  worthy  vessel  of  election,  who,  being  rapt  up  to  the  third  heaven, 
(not  by  man,  but  by  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,)  protesteth  also,  saying,  M  Let 
every  soul  submit  himself  to  the  higher  powers:  there  is  no  power,"  saith  he, 
"but  of  God.    He  that  resisteth  the  power  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God." 
[Rom.  xiii.  1,  2.]    If  that  be  true,  therefore,  which  certain  of  our  friends  do 
iangle  among  women  and  the  vulgar  sort,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  subdued  to 
kingly  power,  then  is  it  false  which  the  apostle  teacheth,  that  every  soul  must 
submit  himself  unto  power  and  superiority.    But  can  the  Verity  lie  ?  or  do  we 
seek  for  experiment  of  him  who  spake  in  the  apostle,  Christ  the  Lord  1    Or  do 
we  provoke  the  Lord  ?    Be  we  stronger  than  he  ?    For  what  doth  he  but  think 
himself  stronger  than  the  Lord  that  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God?  for  "there 
is  no  power  but  of  God."    But  what  saith  the  prophet  ?  "  Confounded  be  all  Di*obe- 
Uiev  that  strive  against  thee,  O  Lord ;  and  the  men  which  repugn  against  thee 
shall  perish."    Kodolph,  Hildcbrand,  Egbert,  with  many  other  princes,  resisted  ly  £4 
the  ordinance  of  God  in  Henry  the  emperor ;  and  lo,  even  as  they  had  never 
been,  so  are  they  now  perished ;  and  as  their  end  was  evil,  so  their  beginning 
could  not  be  gootl. 

(])"W*lrran>U!i  Pel  *ratU  idqnod  est,  Ludorico,  screnlMlmo  prinapi.  cum  intUntlmorsllonum 
Kmetipjum  ad  omnia  devotisslmum,  omni  regno  uttlU  ert  concordin,  de»ld«rabUl»  e.t  jusUUa,  4  c 
-Ex  Append  ice  Mariani  Scoti. 
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William  Now  therefore,  forasmuch  us  they  who  be  contrary  to  us  do  earnestly  strive 
Rujut.  against  us  with  their  own  arguments,  whereas  of  right  (I  dare  refer  me  to  your 
^  judgment)  we  ought  to  use  the  authority  of  Christ  and  ancient  fathers  before 
1 100*   tnul  w'"cn  our  adversaries  take  out  of  their  own  treasury.     And,  because  I 

 will  not  refuse  the  order  of  law  in  this  behalf,  let  it  be  the  end  of  the  strife, 

that  either  1  may  be  openly  ashamed  before  the  people,  or  else  that  the  victory 
falling  on  my  side,  we  may  win  you  to  the  obedience  of  our  sovereign  lord  the 
emperor.  Also  take  you  heed  to  this  saying,  "  If  any  man  do  preach  other- 
wise than  that  which  is  preached,  let  him  be  of  you  accursed.'  [Gal.  i.  8.] 
This  curse,  I  say,  doth  not  proceed  from  any  new  profane  authority,  but  is 
thundered  down  from  the  third  heaven.  And  of  them  who  "  know  not  the 
righteousness  of  God,  but  go  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness," 
and  therefore  "be  not  subject  to  the  righteousness  of  God."  [Rom.  x.  3.], 
I  may  holdly  say,  "  Let  such  be  accursed."  So  may  you  well  say,  "Confounded 
be  all  they  that  proudly  rise  up  against  the  Lord ;  but  thy  servant,  O  Lord, 
shall  rejoice."  For,  as  thou  hast  well  said,  "Without  me  you  can  do  nothing," 
[John  xv.  5  ;]  so,  in  judging  of  the  wicked,  thou  dost  not  condemn  the  jusL 
"  Who  art  thou  that  judgest  another  man's  servant?  to  his  own  Lord  he  doth 
cither  stand  or  fall."  [Rom.  xiv.  4.] 

The  railing  answer  of  Earl  Ludovic  to  the  former  letter  of 

Bishop  Waltrara. 

The  Earl  Ludovic  to  the  Lord  Waltram,  howsoever  unworthy  or  unmeet  he  be 
for  the  name.  Like  as  a  good  man  from  the  good  treasure  of  the  heart  bringeth 
forth  good  fruit,  so  doth  the  evil  man  from  the  evil  treasure  of  the  heart  bring 
forth  evil  fruit     What  arrogancy  hath  so  possessed  you  to  provoke  my  dis- 
pleasure with  such  injurious  contumelies?    for,  indeed,  those  my  good  lords 
and  spiritual  fathers,  who  strengthen  me  in  the  way  of  righteousness,  you 
railingly  call  bloody  men  like  unto  Satan ;  and  the  wholesome  lessons  which 
they  teach,  you  say,  are  but  dreams  of  the  common  people  amongst  foolish 
women.  Hath  God  any  need  of  your  judgment,  that  you  should  speak  leasings 
of  him  ?    Iniquity  hath  taught  your  mouth  to  follow  blasphemous  tongues ;  so 
that  well  may  the  prophet  say  of  you,  "  He  would  not  understand  to  do  well; 
he  hath  devised  wickedness  upon  his  bed."  Although,  therefore,  you,  being  alto- 
gether froward,  have  only  spoken  froward  things,  yet  we  have  determined  to 
set  a  watch  before  our  mouth,  as  if  a  shameless  person  should  stand  up  before 
Well  Mid,  us;  and  the  word  of  God  doth  provoke  us,  saying,  "Answer  a  fool  according 
when  you  w  his  own  foolishness,  lest  he  should  seem  wise  in  his  own  opinion."  Shall 
ibte'to     foUy  apeak,  and  wisdom  hold  her  peace?  Shall  lies  be  freely  uttered,  and  truth 
with-      compelled  to  keep  silence  ?    Shall  darkness  cover  the  earth,  and  shall  not  the 
wf»?itm*  ^orA  arise  and  shine?  yea,  rather  the  light  hath  lightened  the  darkness,  and 
call  him   darkness  hath  not  comprehended  it :  in  consideration  hereof  our  hearts  liave 
Nole'how  me,ted>  811(1  our  z™10"8  meditations  have  set  us  on  fire.    We  therefore  speak 
the  e»r°W  ana<  crv>  and  tne  little  foxes  which  undermine  the  Lord's  vineyards  (as 
here  call-  much  as  in  us  is)  we  drive  away,  fearing  the  threatening  prophecy — "  You  have 
darknc»»  not  withstood  our  adversaries,  neither  have  you  made  a  bulwark  for  the  defence 
and  dark-  of  the  house  of  Israel,  that  you  might  be  able  to  stand  in  battle  in  the  day  of 
P*V       the  Lord."    Let  them  hear — I  speak  not  to  you  who  have  ears  and  hear  not, 
eyes  and  sec  not ;  who  have  made  dark  the  light  that  is  in  you — but  let  thrm 
He  hath   hear,  I  say,  that  be  well  disposed,  and  have  ears  to  hear  withal.    As  for  you, 
n'orTre*-  you  'mvc  no  understanding »  and  if  you  have,  you  cloak  it  Neither  have  you  any 
ion  than  thing  to  say  or  to  prove  by  what  reason  we  should  be  subject  to  the  Lord 
you  are    Henry,  whom  you  call  emperor.    And  yet  as  it  is  given  us  to  understand,  you 
to  Miwer  K°  aD°ut  to  persuade  that  of  necessity  we  ought  to  be  subject  to  him,  and  that 
to.         by  the  argument  of  St  Paul,  "  Let  every  soul  ue  subdued  to  the  higher  powers, 
for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God  ;  he  therefore  that  doth  withstand  power,  doth 
resist  God's  ordinance :"  which  sentence  of  the  apostle  we  say  that  you  do 
Whether  evil  conceive,  and  therefore  evil  interpret ;  for  if  every  power  be  of  God,  as  you 
JJJT      understand,  what  is  meant  by  that  that  the  Lord  doth  speak  of  some  by  the  pro- 
to  be'      phet,  "  They  did  reign,  and  were  not  made  princes  by  me,  and  I  knew  them  not " 
obeyed  or  If  every  power  be  of  God,  as  you  take  it  what  is  to  be  thought  of  that  that  the 
nw*        Lord  doth  say,  "  If  thine  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out,  and  cast  it  from  thee  ? " 
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for  what  is  power  but  the  eye  ?   Certainly  Augustine,  in  the  exposition  of  this  u  uiam 
sentence  of  the  apostle,  "  Let  every  soul,'  &c.  doth  say,  that  "if  the  powers  do 
command  any  thing  against  God,  then  have  them  in  contempt :  but  yet  never-    .  ,y~ 
theleas  fear  them."    Is  there  any  iniquity  with  God?    Is  Christ  the  minister  jjij 

of  sin  ?    God  forbid.    What  shall  we  therefore  say  ?    Doth  the  apostle  preach  1_ 

contrary  to  truth  ?    Augustine  saith,  "  No.    One  wind  filleth  many  pipes  of  If  every 
divers  tunes."    Therefore  let  us  hear  the  apostle  agreeing  and  expounding  BJ". 
himself,  and  destroying  his  enemy  and  avenger:  "There  is,"  aaith  he,  "no  fcnd"th 
power  but  of  God."    What  followeth?    "He  therefore,"  saith  he,  "that  doth  hinub- 
resist  the  power,"  Sec.  God  forbid  :— doth  nothing  follow  ?  But  what  doth  follow  ?  to 
"  Those  powers  which  be  ordained  of  God :"  truly,  that  is  it  we  look  for.  O  craAy  out, 
tongue  !     O  heart  imagining  mischief!    O  consuming  breath,  that  shall  not  ha,J1 
return!     Why  hast  thou  lied  to  the  Holy  Ghost?    Thine  own  conscience  m"lr  „ 
shall  accuse  thee.    Behold  the  wicked  fleeth,  and  no  man  doth  pursue  him. 
Why  would  you  suppress  the  truth  to  the  intent  to  deceive  ?    Why  have  you 
stolen  away  the  pith  and  effect  of  the  sentence  ?  for  if  these  words  should  be 
taken  away  from  the  midst  of  the  sentence,  it  should  lie  (contrary  to  itself) 
inconvenient  and  half  dead.    The  word  of  the  Lord  is  herein  fulfilled,  "  He 
that  diggeth  a  pit  for  his  neighbour  shall  fall  therein  himself."    Verily  you  can 
neither  excuse  yourself  of  theft,  neither  avoid  the  punishment  due  for  the  same. 
What,  O  unhappy  man  !  what  shall  you  answer  to  the  Judge  when  he  shall 
require  an  account  of  his  servants  of  whom  he  putteth  you  in  trust,  seeing  you 
shall  be  set  before  him  in  the  midst,  and  proved  a  picker  of  your  master's  How 
treasure  ?    Wherefore  did  you  not  fear  the  judgment  and  execution,  when  the  li»c,y 
guiltiness  of  offence  doth  require  condign  punishment  ?    The  apostle,  through 
the  Holy  Ghost,  did  foresee  that  you,  and  such  heretics  as  you  are,  should  «rribe 
spring  up  in  the  church,  who  should  call  good  evil  and  evil  good,  and  that  JJPJj 
should  put  darkness  in  the  place  of  light,  and  light  in  place  of  darkness ;  £  their 
who  also  should  take  occasion,  bv  the  sentences  of  truth,  to  bring  in  error :  <»"> 
whereas  he  did  set  this  before,  "  There  is  no  power  but  of  God,"  to  the  intent  |°u,l|"„i 
he  might  take  away  the  conjecture  of  false  understanding.    "  For,"  saith  he,  judged 
"  those  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God."  Give  therefore  an  ordinary  power,  ™Pf- 
and  we  do  not  resist ;  yea,  we  will  forthwith  do  our  homage.    But  I  do  marvel  an  ordi- 
(if  at  the  least  there  remain  in  you  any  one  drop  of  blood)  that  you  are  not  »»ry 
ashamed  to  call  the  Lord  Henry  king,  or  to  allow  him  any  ordinary  place.        when' he 
Is  this  a  seemly  order,  think  you,  to  give  place  to  wickedness,  and  to  make  a  appealed 
general  contusion  in  mixing  good  and  evil,  God's  and  man's  devices  together?  10  him- 
Either  do  you  think  this  good  order  for  man  to  sin  against  his  own  body,  as  Thla  Is 
(O  shameful  wickedness !)  to  make  his  own  wife  a  harlot,  a  mischief  not  heard  HMy, 
of  at  any  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  world  before  now  ?    Or  do  you  allow  JJSpwS 
this  for  good  order,  when  the  Lord  saith,   "  defend  the  widows,  especially  would 
such  as  require  equity  of  justice,"  and  then  to  send  them  away  most  filthily  J}1* 
defiled  ?    Mad  Orestes  •  doth  protest  him  to  be  out  of  his  wits  that  will  say  ,  KhS?! 
these  things  to  be  orderly  or  well  done.    Until  this  most  miserable  time,  nature 
hath  ever  loved  secrecy ;  but  your  king,  given  up  to  a  reprobate  sense,  hath  not 
scrupled  to  lay  abroad'all  shamefacedness.    We  will  not  speak  of  other  things 
which  cannot'be  numbered,  that  is  to  say,  burning  of  churches,  robberies,  firing 
of  houses,  manslaughters,  murders,  and  such  like,  the  number  whereof  he 
knowcth,  and  not  we ;  for  let  us  speak  chiefly  of  those  tilings  which  most  grieve 
the  church  of  God.     Hearken,  therefore,  to  true  and  not  feigned  things: 
hearken,  I  say,  to  matters  of  earnest,  and  to  no  trifles.     Every  one  that  doth  Eril  will 
sell  spiritual  dignities  is  a  heretic.    But  the  Lord  Harry,  whom  they  call  a 
king,  doth  sell  both  bishoprics  and  abbacies ;  for  truly  he  sold  for  money  the 
bishoprics  of  Constance,  Babemharge,  Mentz,  and  many  others.     The  bish- 
oprics of  Ratisbon,  Augsburgh,  ana  Strasburg,  he  sold  for  a  sword,  and  the 
abbey  of  Fulda  and  the  bishopric  of  Mons,  for  the  gratification  of  his  lusts. 
Wickedness  it  is  to  speak  or  hear  of  such  a  fact    The  which  things,  if  without 
shame  ve  will  deny,  he  is  to  be  condemned  by  the  witness  of  heaven  and  earth; 
vea,  and  of  the  silly  poor  idiots  that  come  from  the  smith's  forge.  Wherefore 
the  Lord  Harry  w  a  heretic ;  for  the  which  most  wicked  evils  he  is  excom- 
municated from  the  see  apostolic,  so  that  he  may  not  exercise  either  kingdom 

(I)  The  writer  to  refcr  to  Oreste.  who.  havlnu  committed  the  net  fearful  murders,  U  said 

to  hare  been  tormented  to  madn.     by  the  1 


never 
will 
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miiiam  or  power  over  us  who  be  catholic.     And  whereas  you  burden  us  with 

*  Kufu*.  hatred  of  our  brethren,  know  you  that  we  purpose  not  to  hate  any  of  affection, 

^  D  but  of  a  godly  zeal.    God  forbid  that  we  should  think  Harry  worthy  to  be 

1 1  (X)  accounted  amongst  our  christian  brethren,  who  indeed  is  reputed  for  an  ethnic 

 1-  and  publican,  in  that  he  refused  to  hear  the  church  which  so  oft  hath  reproved 

A  real,  him ;  the  hatred  of  whom  we  ofTer  unto  God  for  a  great  sacrifice,  saying  with 

fr'U"  t^ie  Psalmist,  "  Lord,  shall  not  I  hate  them  that  hate  thee?  and  shall  not  I 


know-  triumph  over  thine  enemies?  I  hate  them  with  an  inward  hatred  that  be 
AnlTwhcn  onem,es  to  me  for  ta^e"  Th*5  Truth  itself,  commending  the  worthiness  of 
ilu-y  this  hatred,  doth  say,  "  If  any  do  not  hate  father  and  mother,  brethren  and 
•Uy  you,  sisters,  for  my  sake,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple."  We  are  not  therefore  justly  to 
thtak  they  ^  reproved  of  hatred,  who  do  give  over  our  own  soul,  to  be  in  the  way  of  God ; 
do  God  who  indeed  are  commanded  to  hate  father  and  mother,  and  every  affection 
prcat  ^  which  doth  withstand  us  for  walking  in  the  path  of  God.  Hereof  it  cometh, 
Yea  true,  that  we  labour  with  all  our  study  and  endeavour  to  beware  of  the  enemies  of  the 
if  he  had*  church,  and  them  to  hate;  not  for  that  they  be  our  enemies,  but  God's, 
yw  to  for-  Further,  where  you  persuade  peace  to  be  had  with  all  men,  you  must  remember 
take  the   what  the  apostle  doth  put  before,  "  If  it  may  be."    But  if  it  cannot  be  that  we 

SUV*  can  nave  Peace        tnem»  wno  can  De  contrary  to  God  -  dotJl  not  know 

which  he  tne  Lord  our  Saviour  not  only  to  commend  peace,  when,  as  he  saith,  "  My  peace 
never  did.  I  give  unto  you,  my  peace  I  leave  unto  you;"  but  that  he  is  the  peace;  as 
saith  the  apostle,  u  He  is  the  peace  which  made  of  both  one;"  for  he  calleth 
him  our  peace,  speaking  in  commendation  of  the  peace:  "  Think  not,"  saith  he, 
"  that  I  came  to  send  peace,  for  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  the  sword."  What 
is  meant  by  this  ?  why  is  peace  called  a  sword  ?  or  doth  peace  bid  battle  ?  Yea, 
truly,  to  destroy  the  peace  of  the  devil ;  for  the  devil  hath  his  peace,  whereof 
oh,  how  the  Lord  speaketh,  "  When  as  the  strong  man  keepeth  his  house,  he  doth 
doth''*  P°sse!,s  all  his  substance  in  peace."  Oh  how  mightily  doth  the  devil  keep  his 
Satan  soldiers  and  his  house  in  this  time !  who,  with  the  shield  of  falsehood  and  the 
hi  re  helmet  of  untruth,  so  doth  defend  him,  that  he  will  not  suffer  either  arrow  or 
himielf  to  ^art  truth  to  V*erce  him.  Nevertheless  our  Lord  being  more  strongly  armed, 
»n  angel  and  fiercely  coming  upon  your  giant,  is  able  to  overcome  him,  and  to  take  away 
of  light :  his  weapons,  wherein  ne  putteth  his  trust  We  are  not  therefore  to  be  blamed, 
if  we  do  detest  that  peace,  more  cruel  than  any  war,  the  which  the  Truth  itself 
did  reprove,  weeping  over  Jerusalem,  and  saying,  Truly,  it  grieveth  ine  this  day 
to  see  sinners  in  peace,  being  like  unto  that  peace  whereat  the  Psalmist  was 
offended.  ^  hereas  you  condemn  Pope  Gregory,  King  Rodolph,  and  Marquis 
Eggerbert,  as  men  that  have  died  an  unhappy  death,  and  do  magnify  your  Lord, 
because  he  doth  outlive  them,  it  doth  plainly,  forsooth,  appear  that  you  remain 
void  of  all  spiritual  consideration.  Is  it  not  better  to  die  well  than  to  live  ill  ? 
They  be  truly  happy  who  suffer  persecution  for  righteousness'  sake.  By  the 
same  reason  may  you  esteem  Nero,  Herod,  and  Pilate  happy,  in  that  they  out- 
lived Peter,  Paul,  James,  the  apostles,  and  Jesus  Christ.  What  can  be  said 
more  foolish  and  wicked  than  this  opinion  ?  Wherefore  refrain  your  babbling 
tongue  from  this  blasphemy,  lest  you  place  yourself  in  the  number  of  those 
who,  seeing  the  end  of  the  just  to  be  glorious,  themselves  doing  late  and 
unfruitful  penance,  bewailing  in  the  anguish  of  the  Spirit,  shall  say,  "  These  be 
they  whom  sometimes  we  had  in  derision,  and  laughed  to  scorn ;  we,  being  out 
of  our  wits,  thought  their  lives  madness,  and  their  end  to  be  without  honour. 
Behold  how  they  be  allowed  to  be  amongst  the  children  of  God,  and  their  por- 
tion is  amongst  the  saints.  Wherefore  we  have  erred  from  the  way  of  truth, 
and  the  brightness  of  righteousness  did  not  shine  upon  us.  What  did  our  pride 
avail  us  ?  and  what  profit  did  the  boasting  of  our  riches  bring  us  ?  They  are 
all  vanished  away  like  a  shadow."  The  which  words  we  have  registered  up  into 
perpetual  memory,  and  we  do  despise  every  attempt  that  shall  lift  up  itself 
against  the  truth  of  God  ;  and  rejoicing  in  troubles,  we  may  be  reproved,  put  to 
shame  and  rebuked,  yea,  and  finally  be  slain  and  killed,  but  we  will  neither 
yield  nor  be  overcome.  And  with  great  triumph  will  we  rejoice  in  our  fathers' 
doings,  of  whom  you,  as  a  beardless  boy,  and  of  small  knowledge,  have  nothing 
rightly  conceived ;  who  indeed,  despising  princes'  commandments,  have  deserved 
everlasting  reward. 

There  is  a  certain  chronicle  in  old  English  metre,  which,  among 
other  matters,  speaking  of  William  Rufus,  declareth  him  to  be  so 
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sumptuous  and  excessive  in  pompous  apparel,  that  lie  not  being  eon-  "f»r»  1 
tented  with  a  pair  of  hose1  at  a  low  price,  which  was  three  shillings,  A..D. 
caused  a  pair  to  be  bought  at  a  mark,  whereupon  his  chamberlain,  1100. 
procuring  a  pair  much  worse  than  the  other  before,  said, 

"  That  they  costen'd  a  mark,  and  nnneth  he  them  so  bought  : 
Yea,  Befamy  (quoth  the  king)  these  are  well  bought !" 

Whereby  is  to  be  noted  what  difference  is  to  be  seen  between  the 
hose  of  princes  then,  and  the  hose  of  serving-men  now. 

Appendix  Histor'uv. 

After  the  time  of  this  King  William,  the  name  of  King  ceaseil  in  £J"£|  jn 
the  country  of  Wales  among  the  Britons,  since  King  Ris,  in  the  Wai  * 
reign  of  this  king,  a.  d.  1093,  was  slain  in  Wales.3 

HENRY  THE  FIRST.* 

Henry  I.,  the  third  son  of  William  the  Conqueror,  succeeding  his  A.I), 
brother  Rufus,  began  his  reign  in  England  a.  d.  1100,  who,  for  his  noo. 
knowledge  and  science  in  the  Seven  Liberal  Arts,  was  surnamed  Henry 
Clerk,  or  Beauclerk.  In  this  prince  may  well  appear  how  knowledge 
and  learning  do  greatly  conduce  to  the  government  and  admini-  &Sjj*f 
stration  of  any  realm  or  country.    At  the  beginning  he  reformed  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  clergy,  released  the  grievous  payments,  and 
reduced  again  King  Edward's  laws,  with  emendation  thereof ;  he 
reformed  the  old  and  untrue  measures,  and  made  a  measure  after  the  JJ"  ™f *" 
length  of  his  arm  ;  he  greatly  abhorred  excess  of  meats  and  drinks ;  England 
many  things  misused  before  his  time  he  reformed,  and  used  to  J3T« 
vanquish  more  by  counsel  than  by  sword.    Such  persons  as  were  nice  J^i™*11 
and  wanton  he  secluded  from  his  court.    This  man,  as  appeareth,  Hwoy* 
little  favoured  the  usurped  power  of  the  bishop  of  Rome.  Soon 
after  he  was  king,  he  married  Matilda,  or  Maud,  daughter  of  Malcolm, 
king  of  Scots,  and  of  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  the 
Outlaw,  as  is  before  specified,  being  a  professed  nun  at  Winchester, 
whom,  notwithstanding,  and  without  the  pope's  dispensation,  he 
married  by  the  consent  of  Ansclm,  by  the  which  Maud  he  re- 
ceived two  sons,  William  and  Richard,  and  two  daughters,  Matilda 
and  Mary,  which  Matilda  afterwards  was  married  to  the  emperor, 
Henry  V* 

In  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  Robert,  his  elder  brother,  duke  of  ajmmi. 
Normandy,  being  occupied  in  the  christian  wars  against  the  Turks, 
and  being  elected,  as  you  heard,  king  of  Jerusalem,  hearing  of  the 
death  of  Rufus,  refused  the  kingdom  thereof ;  for  the  which,  as  is 
thought,  he  never  sped  well  afler.    Thus  the  said  Robert,  leaving  Example, 
off  the  Lord's  business,  and  returning  into  Normandy,  made  there  to  inn 
his  preparations,  and  came  over  into  England  with  a  great  host  to  J^JJJ 
challenge  the  crown  ;  but,  by  mediation  of  the  lords,  it  was  agreed  bvafaaaa 

(I)  Thin  anecdote  is  told  with  great  life  and  spirit  by  Malmesbury.  "  One  morning,"  says  he, 
"  a*  he  wai  putting?  on  a  pair  or  new  hoots,  he  asked  hi"  gentleman  of  the  bedchamber,  in  waiting, 
what  they  cost  t  he  was  answered  1  three  shillings.*  '  Away,  base  fellow,'  said  the  king,  '  did  you 


erer  bear  of  a  king  wearing  such  pitiful  boots  as  those  ?  go.  bring  a  patr  of  a  mark  of  s.Wer 
rW<-r.aml>cr  man  went  and  brought  a  pair  much  worse,  but  told  his  master  Uiev  cost  what  he  had 
ordered     •  A>V  replied  William,  -  these  are  boots   fit  for  a  king  to  wear;*  and  so  put  them 


f2  ^SS^SS^Jf^STSk  P.  Ml.  Ed  IMS,  P.  m.  Ed.  \cm.  vol.  i.  P.  2io.-ti». 

(«)  Ex  Mat.  Paris.  Flor.  Hist. 
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Henri,    that  Robert  should  have  yearly,  during  his  life,  tliree  thousand 
X7b.  roarksj  as  were  likewise  promised  him  before  by  King  Rufus,  his 
1 102.  brother;  and  that  whether  of  them  outlived  the  other,  should  be  the 
"  other's  heir.    On  this  Robert  departed  again  into  Normandy,  to  the 
great  discontent  of  his  lords  there ;    but,  in  a  few  years  after,  the 
aforenamed  tribute  of  three  thousand  marks,  through  the  means  of 
Duke     Queen  Matilda,  was  released  to  the  king  his  brother.    In  process  of 
uke^rt    t\mc,  variance  happening  between  King  Henry  and  the  said  Robert 
y.uoner.  his  brother,  at  length  Robert  in  his  wars  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
brought  over  into  England,  and  was  put  into  the  castle  of  Cardiff  in 
Wales,  where  he  continued  as  a  prisoner  while  he  lived. 
The  ho»-      In  this  time,  as  about  the  third  year  of  this  king,  the  hospital  of 
Barth°o-   St.  Bartholomew  in  Smithficld  was  founded,  by  means  of  a  minstrel 
follnded.  belonging  unto  the  king,  named  Rayer,  and  it  was  afterwards  finished  by 
Richard  Whittington,  alderman  and  mayor  of  London.    This  place 
of  Smithfield  was  at  that  day  a  laystall  of  all  ordure  or  filth,  and 
the  place  where  the  felons  and  other  transgressors  of  the  king's  laws 
were  put  to  execution. 

Divers  strict  laws  were  by  this  king  provided,  especially  against 
thieves  and  felons: 

First,  That  whoso  should  be  taken  in  that  fault,  no  money  should  save 
him  from  hanging. 

Item,  That  whoso  should  counterfeit  false  money,  should  have  both  his  eyes 
put  out,  and  the  nether  parts  of  his  l»ody  cut  off. 

Item,  In  the  same  council  was  decreed  an  order  for  priests  to  be  sequestered 
from  their  wives,  which  before  was  not  forbidden.1 

Item,  It  was  then  decreed  that  monks  and  priests  should  bear  no  rule 
over  lay  persons. 

Item,  It  was  decreed  concerning  broidering  of  hair,  and  wearing  of  garments, 
t         Item,  That  the  secret  contract  between  a  young  lad  and  a  young  maid  should 
not  stand,  with  other  things  concerning  the  excommunication  of  more  gross 
offenders. 

In  the  story  of  William  Rufus  before  was  declared  how  Anselm, 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  departing  out  of  the  realm, 'went  to 
the  pope,  who,  after  the  death  of  King  William,  was  sent  for  again 
by  tne  aforesaid  King  Henry,  and  so  returned  again,  and  was  at  the 
The  king  council  of  the  king  at  Westminster ;  where  the  king,  in  the  presence 
■aite*    of  the  lords,  as  well  temporal  as  spiritual,  ordained  and  invested  two 
bUhop»    bishops,  Roger  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  Roger  bishop  of  Hereford. 
S*0"*   During  that  parliament  or  council  of  the  king,  Anselm  in  his  convo- 
epopc'  cation  deposed  and  displaced  divers  abbots  and  other  prelates  from 
their  rooms  and  dignities,  either  for  that  they  lawfully  came  not  by 
them,  or  uprightly  did  not  administer  the  same. 

After  this  council  and  the  other  before  set  forth  by  Anselm, 
Herbert,  bishop  of  Norwich,  had  much  ado  with  the  priests  of  his 
diocese,  for  they  would  neither  leave  their  wives,  nor  yet  give  over 
An»eim   their  benefices.    On  this  he  wrote  to  Anselm,  the  archbishop,  for 
fleirce  *"d  counsel  what  was  to  be  done  therein,  who  required  him,  as  he  did 
fnarru-u   otncrs  at  tuc  "inc  time  by  writing,  to  persuade  the  people  of  Norfolk 
i  rants,    and  Suffolk,  that  as  they  professed  Christianity,  they  should  subdue 
them  as  rebels  against  the  church,  and  utterly  drive  both  them  and 


(1)  The  words  of  mine  author  are  theto   "  Anaetraut  prohlbult  uxorea  •acerdotibua 
ante  non  prohibit**.   Quod  quibusdam  mundiatimum  vUum  eat.  quihuidam  periculoaum,  ne 
I  rlribui 

>  - 


appeterent,  in  luimundiclaa  horribiles  ad  Chriatiani  nomiuia  | 
Ex  Hen.  nunt.  lib.  *it.  Anaelm. 
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their  wives  out  of  the  country,  placing  monks  in  their  room,  as  by 
the  epistles  of  the  said  Anselm  doth  appear whereof  certain  parcels  a.  D. 
shall  hereafter,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  ensue,  for  the  better  evidence  ]  ici. 
of  this  and  his  other  acts  above  recited. 

The  like  business  also  had  Gerard,  the  archbishop  of  York,  in 
depriving  the  priests  of  his  province  of  their  wives;  which  thing, 
with  all  his  excommunications  and  thundcrings,  he  could  hardly  bring 
about.  Upon  this  ruffling  of  Anselm  with  married  priests,  were 
rhyming  verses  made  to  help  the  matter  withal,  when  reason  could  not 
serve,  which  verses,  for  the  folly  thereof  I  thought  here  to  annex.3 

Alnmt  the  end  of  the  third  year  of  this  king,  which  was  by  compu-  {-J^}f4- 
tation  a.d.  1104,  a  variance  happened  between  King  Henry  and  betwwn 
Anselm,  the  occasion  whereof  was  this : — Ye  heard  a  little  before  how 
Henry,  the  aforesaid  king,  had,  of  his  own  authority,  invested  two  WMl  An 
bishops,  one  Roger,  who  was  chancellor,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  a%h' 
another,  bishop  of  Hereford.    Besides  them  divers  also  he  invested,  o!ntePr-of 
and  divers  other  like  things  took  he  upon  him  in  the  ecclesiastical  bury- 
state,  which  he  might  lawfully  do,  God's  word  allowing  well  the 
same ;  but  because  he  was  restrained  by  the  bishop  of  Rome,  and 
forbidden  so  to  do,  this  Anselm  swelled,  fretted,  and  waxed  so  mad, 
that  he  would  neither  consent  to  it,  nor  yet  confirm  them,  nor  com- 
municate nor  talk  friendly  with  those  whom  the  king  had  instituted 
and  invested ;  but  opprobriously  called  them  abortives,  or  children  of 
destruction,  disdainfully  rebuking  the  gentle  king  as  a  dcfilcr  of 
religion,  and  polluter  of  their  holy  ceremonies ;  as  witnesseth  Poly- 
dore.    With  this  uncomely  outrage  the  king  was  much  displeased,  as 
he  might  full  well,  and  required  Gerard,  the  archbishop  of  York,  as 
he  owed  him  allegiance,  to  consecrate  them ;  who,  without  delay,  did  ^j**** 
so,  well  performing  the  same,  saving  that  one  William  Giffbrd,  to  win- 
whom  the  king  had  given  the  bishopric  of  Winchester,  refused  to  take  refused  to 
his  consecration  by  the  hands  of  the  archbishop  of  York,  for  which  ^J^^ 
cause  the  king,  worthily  with  him  offended,  deprived  him  both  of  the  arch- 
bishopric and  goods,  and  banished  him  the  realm.  York.p° 

Moreover,  the  king  required  of  Anselm,  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, to  do  unto  him  homage,  after  the  manner  of  his  ancestors,  as 
witnesseth  Malmesbury.'    Also  it  was  asked  of  the  said  Anselm, 
whether  he  would  be  with  the  king  in  giving  investitures,  as  Lanfranc, 
his  predecessor,  was  with  his  father.    To  whom  Anselm  said,  that  he 
promised  not  at  any  time  that  he  would  enter  into  this  order  to 
keep  the  law  or  custom  of  his  father,  as  Lanfranc  did.    Moreover,  as  Act* 
concerning  homage  to  be  done  to  the  king,  that  he  refused ;  alleging  Roman 
the  censures  of  the  pope's  excommunication,  who,  in  his  council  of  ^""ni! 
Rome  a  little  before,  had  given  forth  open  sentence  of  excommuniea-  Jy-w 
tion  upon  all  such  lay  persons,  whatsoever  they  were,  that  should  »oy  «Piri 
from  henceforth  confer  or  give  any  spiritual  promotions,  and  also  h 

fl)  F.x  Eplrt.  Anael.  176. 

(2)  "  O  male  vlventea,  verau*  audite  acquentca; 

Uxorea  vc«tra».  qua*  odit  lumma  poteatan, 
Linquite  propter  euro.,  tenuit  qui  rootle  trophrrum, 
tluod  ai  non  facitit,  inferna  clauatra  petetin. 
Cbriati  aponaa  Jubet.  ne  Preanyter  file  minUtret, 
Qui  tenet  uxorem,  Domini  quia  perdit  amorem : 
Con  trad  icentem  fore  dicimuf  insipientem: 
Non  ex  ran  core  loqunr  lure,  potiui  aed  amorc." 
Ver-  ua  male  ferlarl,  ex  Bihliia  Rami-ay. 

(3)  Ex  Guliel.  Malmcib.  lib  i.  de  Gea.'ia  Pontif.  Anglo. 

VOL.  11.  M 
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upon  them  that  received  them  at  their  hands,  either  yet  should 
^  D    consecrate  any  such  receivers.    Moreover,  he  accursed  all  them  that 
Hot.  for  benefices  or  other  ecclesiastical  promotions  should  subject  them 
selves  under  the  homage  or  service  of  any  great  man,  king,  prince. 


No  »piri-  duke,  or  earl  of  the  laity.    For  it  was  unseemly,  said  the  pope,  and 
Ion  tote  a  thing  very  execrable,  that  the  hands  which  were  converted  into  so 
iuijec-    m£n  a  W01"kmg  as  was  granted  to  no  angel  (tliat  is,  to  create  him 
tion  to a  with  their  crosses,  who  created  all,  and  to  offer  up  the  same  befor* 
HmJ£   the  sight  of  the  Father  for  the  salvation  of  the  whole  world),  should 
be  brought  to  such  a  slavery  as  to  be  subject  to  those  filthy  hands, 
which  both  day  and  night  arc  polluted  with  shameful  touching?, 
Anicim   robberies,  and  bloodshed,  &c.!    This  decree  of  Pope  Urban,  Ansclm 
SaT*  alleging  for  himself,  denied  to  subject  himself  to  tne  king's  homage, 
tMouft  fearing,  as  he  said,  the  pope's  excommunication.    Upon  this, 
wing.      messengers  were  sent  to  Rome  on  both  parts  unto  the  pope,  then 
Pope  Paschal,  who,  stoutly  standing  to  the  steps  and  determinations 
of  Urban,  his  predecessor,  would  in  no  case  yield  to  the  king's 
investing.9 

In  the  mean  time,  while  there  was  long  disputation  on  both  sides 
for  investing,  the  nobles  of  the  realm  contended,  that  investings  did 
belong  to  the  king's  dignity :  wherefore  the  king,  calling  for  Anselm 
again,  required  him  either  to  do  homage  to  him,  or  else  to  void  his 
kingdom.    To  whom  Anselm  replying  again,  required  the  pope's 
letters  to  be  brought  forth,  and,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  so 
the  matter  to  be  decided ;  for  now  the  messengers  were  returned 
from  Rome,  with  the  pope's  answer,  altogether  siding  with  Anselm. 
The  kin*  Then  said  the  king,  11  What  have  I  to  do  with  the  pope's  letters  ?  I 
ihinffta  will  not  forego  the  liberties  of  my  kingdom  for  any  pope."    Thus  the 
?i?  VUJL:  contention  continued  between  them.    Ansclm  saith,  he  would  not 

tne  (Ripe  s  «    »  »  ■ 

letter.,    out  of  the  realm,  but  depart  home  to  his  church,  and  there  see  who 
would  offer  him  any  violence:  and  so  he  did.    Not  long  after, 
message  came  from  the  king  to  Anselm,  requesting  him,  after  a  gentle 
sort,  to  repair  to  the  king  s  presence  again,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
mcmch-  controversy,  whereunto  Anselm  yielded  and  came.    Then  were  new 
SgSn  to1  ambassadors  sent  again  to  the  pope,  that  he  would  something  qualify 
Kome-    and  moderate,  or  rather  abolish,  the  strictness  of  the  Roman  decree 
beforemcntioncd.    On  the  part  of  Ansclm  went  two  monks,  lialdwin 
and  Alexander.    On  the  king's  behalf  were  sent  two  bishops,  Robert, 
bishop  of  Lichfield,  and  Herbert,  bishop  of  Norwich,  with  the  king's 
letters  written  to  the  pope,  containing  in  form  as  followeth.* 


Letter  To  the  reverend  father  Paschal,  the  chief  bishop.  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
Stauyl  king  °f  En^land»  Sreeting-    For  thil  jour  promotion  unto  the  see  of  the  holy 

(1)  Ex  Jornalenil.  BibUothecse  HUtoria. 

(2)  Ex  Matthxo  Pari*.    Ex  Guliel.  Malmetb.  lib.  L  de  Gertli  Pont  Am;. 

(J)  "  Patri  venerabili  Pawhali  tumino  poutifici,  Hvnrkui  Dei  gratia  rex  Anglnrum.  Mlutent. 
Promotioni  vettra  in  aedem  aancto  ltomjuia:  eccleaiae  plurinium  congaiideo,  petena  ut  amicitia 
qutr  patri  meo  rum  anteceotorfbu*  ve*trU  fult,  inter  not  quoque  illibata  permaneat.  Unde,  ut 
dUectlo  et  benignitaa  a  me  videatar  tumere  Inltium.  benelicium  quod  ah  antcceaaoribua  meis 
heatus  Petrus  habuit,  vobii  mitto :  eoaque  honorc*  et  earn  obedientiam  quarn  tempore  patria  mei 
nntcceisoret  veitri  In  regno  Anglic  habuerunt,  tempore  meo  ut  habeatU  volo,  eo  videlicet  tenore, 
ut  di«rnitati«  u»ui  et  conauetudinea.  qua*  pater  meua  tempore  anteceiaorum  vntrorum  in  n-jrno 
Angliie  habuit.  ego  tempore  Te»tro  in  codem  regno  meo  Integra  obtineam.  Nottimque  habeat 
aanctita*  vettra.  quod  me  vivente  (Oeo  auxiiiante)  digniUtea  et  uaua  regni  Anglic  nun  ininuentur 
Kt  »i  ego  (quod  .»b»it)  in  tanta  me  dejectione  poncrero ;  optimatea  mei  ((mo  totlut  Angll*  populu»> 
id  nulio  modo  p*teretur.  Habita  ieitur  (chari«»imc  pater)  utiliort  deliberatlone,  ita  »•  erga  uo* 
laodeietur  bcnigniUv  veitra,  ne  quid  invitut  taciam,  et  a  reatra  inc  cogatia  reecderc  oUtiicntia." 
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church  of  Rome,  on  I  am  heartily  glad,  bo  my  request  is  to  you,  that  the  friend-  Henry  i. 

ship  and  amity,  which  hath  been  heretofore  between  my  father  and  your  

predecessors  in  times  past,  may  now  also  between  us  in  like  manner  continue   A.  D. 

undiminished ;  and,  that  love  and  gentleness  may  first  begin  on  my  part,  here  H04. 
1  send  to  you  that  gift  that  SL  Peter  had  in  former  time  of  my  predecessors. 
And  likewise  the  same  honours  and  obedience  which  your  predecessors  have 
had  in  the  realm  of  England  before  in  the  time  of  my  father,  1  will  you  to  have 
the  same  in  ray  time  also :  after  this  form  I  mean  and  tenor,  that  the  usage 
and  manner  of  dignity,  and  such  customs,  as  my  father  hath  had  in  this  realm  of 
England,  in  the  time  of  your  ancestors,  I  in  like  ample  manner  also  now,  in 
your  time,  may  fully  enjoy  the  same  in  this  the  said  realm  of  England.    Thus,  Spoken 
therefore,  be  it  known  to  your  holiness,  that  during  this  life  of  mine  (God  ''J"  a 
Almighty  enabling  me  to  the  same)  these  abovenamed  dignities,  usages,  and 
customs  of  this  realm  of  England,  shall  in  no  part  be  lessened.    Yea,  and  if 
that  1  (as  God  forbid  I  should)  would  so  much  deject  myself  unto  such  coward- 
ness, yet  my  nobles,  yea,  the  whole  people  of  England,  in  no  case  would  suffer 
it    Wherefore,  dear  father,  using  with  yourself  a  better  deliberation  in  this  The  king 
matter,  let  your  gentleness  so  moderate  itself  toward  us,  lest  ye  compel  me, 
which  I  shall  do  against  my  will,  to  recede  and  depart  utterly  from  your  the 


At  the  same  time,  also,  he  sent  another  letter  or  epistle  to  the 
said  pope,  craving  of  him  the  pall  for  Gerard,  archbishop  of  York, 
the  { brm  whereof  here  also  followeth : 1 — 

To  the  reverend  and  well-beloved  father  universal,  Pope  Paschal,  Henry,  by  Anothtr 
the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  greeting.    The  great  love  which  I  bear  to  g«  of 
you,  and  the  no  less  gentleness  in  you,  which  not  a  little  beautifieth  your  u , ,  i. 
doings,  ministert  t !  i  to  me  boldness  to  write.    And  whereas  I  thought  to  nave  to 
retained  still  this  Gerard  with  me,  and  to  have  craved  your  pall  for  him  by  v°pCm 
letters ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  when  his  desire  could  not  otherwise  be  satisfied, 
but  he  would  needs  present  himself  before  your  presence,  by  his  own  heart  to 
crave  of  you  the  same,  I  have  sent  him  up  unto  you,  desiring  your  benign 
fatherhood  in  this  behalf,  that  he,  obtaining  the  pall  at  your  lianas,  may  be  sent 
home  again  to  me.    And  thus,  requiring  the  assistance  of  your  prayers,  I  pray 
the  Lord  long  to  preserve  your  apostleship. 

This  second  letter  of  the  king  in  sending  for  the  pall  was  well 
taken  of  all  the  court  of  Rome,  which  (as  mine  author  saith)  procured 
such  favour  to  Gerard,  archbishop  of  York,  and  bringer  thereof,  that 
no  complaint  of  his  adversaries  afterwards  could  hurt  him  with  the 
pope.  Notwithstanding,  he  was  accused  grievously  for  divers  things, 
and  specially  for  not  standing  to  the  consecration  of  Anselm,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury. 

Polydore,  in  his  eleventh  book  of  his  English  history,  affirmcth,  a  place 
that  Anselm  also  went  up  to  Rome  with  Gerard  about  the  same  dorevlrg 
cause.    But  both  the  premises  and  sequel  of  the  story  argue  that  to  J^g< 
!>e  untrue,  for  what  need  the  two  monks  to  be  sent  up  on  Anselm's 
side,  if  he  had  gone  up  himself?1   Again,  how  could  the  pope  write 
down  by  the  said  messengers  to  Anselm,  if  he  had  been  present  there 
himself?  for  so  proceedeth  the  story  by  the  narration  of  Maltncsbury 
and  others. 

After  the  ambassadors,  thus  on  both  sides  sent  up  to  Rome,  had 
laboured  their  cause  with  instant  suit  one  against  the  other,  the  loatiMo* 
pope,  glad  to  gratify  the  king,  yet  loath  to  grant  his  request,  being  {^"n*1 
against  his  own  profit,  and  therefore  more  inclining  to  Anseuns  side, 

(I)  "  Rrverrndo  ct  diligendo  patri  onivernali  pups?  Paichali.  He nrirut  Dei  gratia  rex  An?lorum, 
MJtitrm.    Amor  quem  plurimum  ergs  to.  halwo,  et  benign ita.  qua- 


rt) Ex  GoJiel.  Malmc*b.  lib.  riiL  dc  Pont.  Ang 
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iimrt  t.  scndeth  down  bis  letters  to  the  said  Anselm,  signifying  that  he  would 
A  I)    not  rcpeal  the  statutes  of  his  holy  fathers  for  one  man's  pleasure ; 
UOi.  charging  him,  moreover,  not  only  not  to  yield  in  the  cause  of  invest- 
ing,  but  constantly  to  adhere  to  the  aforesaid  decreemcnt  of  Pope 
Urban,  his  predecessor,  &c.    Resides  this  letter  to  Anselm,  he 
directed  also  another  to  the  king  himself,  which,  mine  author  saith, 
the  king  suppressed  and  did  not  show,  only  declaring,  by  word  of 
mouth,  what  the  ambassadors  had  said  unto  him  from  the  pope,  which 
was,  that  he  permitted  unto  him  the  license  of  investing,  upon 
condition  that  in  other  tlungs  he  would  execute  the  office  of  a  good 
prince,  &c.    To  this,  also,  the  testimony  of  the  two  bishops  above 
mentioned  did  accord,  which  made  the  matter  more  probable.  But 
the  two  monks  on  the  other  side  replied,  bringing  forth  the  letter  of 
Anselm  to  the  contrary,  &c.    To  them  it  was  answered,  that  more 
credit  was  to  be  given  to  the  degree  and  testimony  of  the  bishops, 
than  to  theirs ;  and  that  as  for  monks,  they  had  no  suffrage  nor 
testimony  in  secular  matters,  and  therefore  they  might  hold  their 
peace.    M  Hut  this  is  no  secular  matter,""  said  Baldwin,  abbot  of 
Ramsey.    Whereunto,  again,  the  nobles  of  the  king's  part  answered, 
saying,  that  he  was  a  good  man,  and  of  such  demeanour,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  say  against  him,  neither  so  would,  if  they  might ;  but  that 
both  human  and  divine  reason  taught  them  to  yield  more  credit  and 
SbSSe  conn^cnce  to  the  testimony  of  three  bishops,  than  to  that  of  two 
the  two   monks :  whereby  may  well  appear,  that  Anselm  at  that  time  went 
ocriS'  not  w'th  them.    Then  Anselm,  seeing  how  the  king  and  his  peers 
t»»e°^irdC  were  kcnL»  and  hearing  also  the  testimony  of  the  three  bishops, 
'  against  whom  he  saw  he  could  not  prevail,  and  also  having  the  Dope's 
seal,  which  he  saw  to  be  so  evident  on  the  contrary  side,  made  his 
answer  again,  that  he  would  send  to  Rome  for  more  certainty  of 
truth :  adding,  moreover,  that  he  neither  would,  nor  durst  give  over 
his  cause,  though  it  should  cost  him  his  life,  to  do  or  proceed  against 
the  determination  of  the  church  of  Rome,  unless  he  had  a  perfect 
warrant  of  absolution  from  thence  for  his  discharge.    Then  was  it 
agreed  by  the  king  and  his  nobles,  that  he  should  not  send,  but  go 
himself  to  Rome,  and  much  entreaty  was  made  that  he  would  take 
that  journey  himself,  in  his  own  person,  to  present  himself  to  the 
pope  for  the  peace  of  the  church  and  of  his  country.    And  so,  at 
length,  by  persuasion,  he  was  content  to  go  to  Rome  and  speak  with 
the  pope.    In  a  short  time  after  followeth  also  the  king's  ambassador, 
Theor*.  William  Warlwast,  the  newly  elected  bishop  of  Exeter,  who  there 
wnium  pleading  on  the  king's  side  for  the  ancient  customs  of  the  realm,  and 
a)*h«  "*  *or  tne  Hug'1  »gut  of  investing,  &c,  first  declared,  how  England,  of 
a  long- continuance,  had  ever  been  a  province  peculiar  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  and  how  it  payed  duly  its  yearly  tribute  unto  the  same ; 
inferring,  moreover,  how  the  king,  as  he  was  of  nature  very  liberal, 
so  also  of  courage  he  was  a  prince  stout  and  valiant.    Then  what  a 
shame  would  he  think  it  to  be  to  him,  as  it  would  indeed  be,  if  he, 
who  in  might  and  dignity  far  exceeded  all  his  progenitors,  should  not 
defend  and  maintain  the  liberties  and  customs  by  them  procured. 
Wherefore  he  desired  the  pope  to  sec  to  the  matter,  so  that  it  might 
stand  both  with  the  king's  honour,  and  also  with  his  own  profit  and 
advantage,  who,  otherwise,  no  doubt  should  lose  a  great  piece  of 
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money  out  of  the  realm,  unless  he  did  remit  something  of  the  severity  "**n>  t, 
of  his  canons  and  laws  decretal.  ~a7d7~ 
With  these  and  such  other  like  persuasions  to  the  same  effect,  the  HOC. 
court  of  Rome  was  well  contented,  agreeing  that  the  king's  request 
ought  with  all  favour  to  be  granted.    But  the  pope  and  Ansclm  sat 
still  marking  their  doings.    The  ambassador,  supposing  their  silence 
to  be  half  a  yielding  uuto  him,  added  moreover  and  said  ;  that  the 
king,  no  not  for  the  crown  of  his  realm,  would  lose  the  authority  of 
investing  or  admitting  his  prelates  within  his  dominion.1  Wherc- 
unto  the  proud  pope  answering  again,  burst  out  in  these  words :  a  proud 
M  Nor  I,"  siid  he,  "  for  the  price  of  his  head,  as  thou  sayest,  will 
lose  the  giving  of  spiritual  promotions  in  England ;"  and,  confirming 
it  with  an  oath,  "  before  God,"  saith  he,  "  I  speak  it ;  know  it  for  a 
certainty,*  for  the  whole  price  of  his  head,  I  will  not  permit  it  unto 
him,  neither  shall  he  have  it.*  *    Then  it  followeth  in  the  story  of 
Malmesburv,  that  with  this  word  of  the  pope  the  minds  of  the  rest 
were  changed,  saying,  "  Benedicta  sit  cordis  tui  constantia,  bene- 
dicta  oris  tui  loquela."    The  king's  attorney  also  was  therewith 
clashed,  who,  notwithstanding,  brought  it  to  pass,  that  certain  of  the 
king's  customs,  used  before  of  his  father,  were  released  unto  him. 
At  that  time,  in  the  same  court,  it  was  decreed, — the  king  only,  who 
had  invested  them,  being  excepted, — that  the  others  who  were  invested  Exc*™- 
hv  the  king  should  be  excommunicated ;  the  absolution  and  satis-  {Son1'0* 
faction  of  whom  were  left  to  Anselm,  the  archbishop. 

Thus  Ansclm,  being  dismissed  from  Rome,  took  his  journey 
towards  England :  but  the  ambassador,  pretending  to  go  to  St. 
Nicholas,  remained  behind,  to  see  whether  he  could  win  the  pope's 
mind  to  the  king's  purpose* ;  but  when  he  saw  it  would  not  be,  he 
overtaketh  Anselm  by  the  way,  at  Placentia,  and  openeth  to  him 
the  king's  pleasure.  "  The  king,"  saith  he,  "  giveth  to  you  in 
charge  and  commandment,  that  if  you  will  come  to  England,  and 
there  behave  yourself  to  him,  as  your  predecessors  did  to  his  father, 
you  should  be  received  and  retained  in  the  realm  accordingly ;  if 
not,  you  are  wise  enough  to  know  what  I  mean,  and  what  will 
follow."'  And  so,  with  these  words  parting  from  him,  he  returned 
again  to  the  king.  Anselm  remained  at  Lyons  a  year  and  a  half, 
writing  divers  letters  to  the  king,  after  this  effect,  and  in  words  as 
followeth : — 


To  his  reverend  Lord,  Henry,  king  of  England,  Anselm,  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  faithful  service  with  prayers.4 

Although  ve  understand  by  William  Warlwast  what  we  have  done  at  Rome, 
yet  I  shall  shortly  show  you  that  which  belongeth  to  me.  When  I  came  to 
Rome,  I  declared  the  cause  wherefore  I  came  to  the  lord  pope.  He  answered 
that  he  would  not  swerve  from  the  statutes  of  his  predecessors.  Furthermore, 
he  commanded  me  that  I  should  have  no  fellowship  with  those  who  received 
investing*  of  churches  at  your  hands,  after  the  knowledge  of  this  prohibition, 
utiles*  they  would  do  penance,  and  forsake  that  which  they  had  received,  without 
hope  of  recovery ;  ana  that  I  should  not  communicate  with  the  other  bishops  who 
had  consecrated  such  men,  except  they  would  present  themselves  to  the  judg- 
■  of  the  apostolic  see.    The  aforesaid  William  can  be  a  wiuiess  of  all  these 


(I)  Ex  Gulicl.  Malmcib.  de  Oe»ti«  Pont.  lib.  i.    Ex.  M»tth.  Pari*.  1 
12)  The**  wonl>  arc  inserted  from  Edition  1463,  p.  31.— E». 
(3)  Ex  Badutph.  lx>ndincn»i.  (4)  EpUt  234. 
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llenrg  I.  things  if  he  will.    This  William,  when  we  departed  asunder,  reckoning  up  in 
your  behalf  tlie  love  and  liberality  which  you  have  had  always  towards  me, 
A.D.    wanied  me  as  your  archbishop,  that  1  sbould  show  myself  such  an  one,  that  if 
j         I  would  come  into  England,  I  might  be  with  you  as  my  predecessor  was  with 
your  father,  and  ye  might  treat  me  with  the  same  honour  and  liberty  that  your 
™cud      father  treated  my  predecessor.    By  which  words  I  understand,  that  except  I 
iuiuiness  sbould  show  myself  such  an  one,  you  would  not  have  me  come  into  England, 
of  a  pre    For  your  love  and  liberality  I  thank  you ;  but  that  I  should  be  with  you  as  my 
wroi!«  *  predecessor  was  with  your  father,  I  cannot  do  it,  for  1  dare  not  do  homage  to 
you,  nor  do  1  dare  communicate  with  those  who  take  investings  of  churches  at 
your  hands,  because  of  the  aforesaid  inhibition  made,  1  myself  hearing  it. 
Wherefore,  I  desire  you  to  send  me  your  pleasure  herein,  if  it  please  you, 
whether  I  may  return  into  England,  as  I  said,  with  your  peace  and  the  power 
of  mine  office. 

In  the  mean  while,  great  business  there  was,  and  much  posting 
went  to  and  fro  between  the  king,  the  archbishop,  and  the  pope,  but 
nothing  was  done;  for  neither  would  the  pope  agree  to  the  king, 
nor  would  the  king  condescend  to  the  archbishop.  At  last  the 
archbishop,  seeing  that  by  no  means  he  could  prevail  against  the 
king,  thought  to  revenge  himself  by  excommunication,  and  so  went 
about  the  same.  The  king,  having  word  thereof  by  the  Countess 
Adela,  his  sister,  desireth  her  to  come  to  him  into  Normandy,  and 
bring  Ansclm  with  her :  whereupon,  by  the  means  of  the  countess, 
reconcilement  was  made,  and  the  archbishop  was  restored  to  his 
former  possessions ;  only  his  return  into  England  was  deferred, 
because  lie  would  not  communicate  with  those  whom  the  king  had 
{Efftoj*  invested.  So  the  king  took  his  passage  over  into  England,  and 
and  An-  Anselm  made  his  abode  at  the  abbey  of  Becke. 

Then  were  ambassadors  again  directed  unto  Rome,  namely,  Wil- 
liam Warl  wast,  and  Baldwin,  above  named,  abbot  of  Ramsey ;  who, 
at  length,  concluded  the  long  controversy  between  the  king  and  the 
|K)oe  upon  this  agreement :  that  the  king  should  take  homage  of  the 
bisnops  elect,  but  should  not  deal  with  investing  them  by  staff  and 
ring.    While  the  ambassadors  were  thus  in  their  suit  at  Rome, 
divers  complaints  were  daily  brought  from  England  to  Anselm  against 
the  priests  and  canons,  who,  in  his  absence,  contrary  to  the  late 
Wg»    council  holdcn  at  London,  received  their  wives  into  their  houses  again, 
their      and  so  were  permitted  by  the  king,  paying  him  certain  money  for  the 
JIJJJ  ,n  same.1    Anselm,  the  sore  enemy  against  lawful  marriage,  grieved 
Mnwor  therewith,  addrcsscth  his  letters  unto  the  king,  requiring  him  to 


refrain  from  any  more  taking  of  such  exactions,  declaring,  moreover, 
£u°t»or  aIK*  anXirming,  that  the  offences  of  all  such  ecclesiastical  ministers 
iiTicii-  must  be  corrected  by  the  instance  of  bishops,  and  not  of  laymen, 
minuter*  To  this  the  king  answereth  gently  again  by  letters,  tempering  himself; 
none  but  how  he  purjwsed  shortly  to  come  over  into  Normandy,  and  if  he  had 
"op*  done  any  tiling  amiss,  either  in  these  or  other  things,  he  would  reform 


to  bin 

quoth     it  by  his  obedience. 

Anselm. 


Not  lone  after,  the  messengers  being  now  returned  from  Rome, 
the  king,  as  lie  had  promised,  sped  him  into  Normandy,  where  he, 
•me  king  warring  against  his  brother  Robert,  brought  both  him  and  the 
country  of  Normandy  at  last  under  his  subjection.    But  first  meeting 
with  Anselm  at  the  abbey  of  Becke,  he  covenanted  and  agreed  with 


(1)  Gullel.  Milrocfb.  lib.  l.dc 
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him  in  all  such  points  as  the  archbishop  required.    As  first,  that  all 
his  churches,  which  before  were  made  tributary  unto  King  William,  a.  jj 
his  brother,  now  should  remain  free  from  all  tribute.    Item,  that  he  1106. 
should  require  nothing  of  the  said  churches  or  provinces,  in  the  time 
of  the  seat  being  vacant.    Moreover,  concerning  such  priests  and  uwfui 
ministers  as  had  given  money  to  the  king  for  their  company  with  their  X"' 
wives,  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  surcease  from  all  ecclesiastical  PunUhed- 
function  for  the  space  of  three  years,  and  that  the  king  should  take  no' 
more  after  such  manner.    Item,  that  all  such  goods,  fruits  and  pos- 
sessions, as  had  been  taken  away  before  from  the  archbishopric,  should 
be  restored  at  his  coming  again  into  England,  &e. 

This  Anselm,  the  stout  champion  of  popery  and  superstition,  after  priMt, 
this  victory  gotten  over  the  king,  for  the  which  he  so  long  fought,  Jj2*B 
with  joy  and  triumph  saileth  into  England,  having  all  his  popish  £°™glhcir 
requests  obtained.    On  his  arrival  he  first  flieth  like  a  lion  upon  the 
married  priests,  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  divorcing  and  punishing 
by  man's  authority,  those  whom  the  eternal  and  almighty  God  had 
coupled.    Next,  he  looketh  to  them,  who  did  hold  any  church  by 
farm  under  the  king.    Against  simony  likewise,  and  against  them  that 
married  within  the  seventh  degree,  he  procecdeth  with  his  full  ponti- 
fical authority. 

Shortly  after,  as  King  Henry  had  finished  his  war  in  Normandy,  a.d.iioc. 
and  with  victory  had  returned  again  into  England,  about  the  sixth 
year  of  his  reign,  Anselm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  by  the  per- 
mission of  the  king,  assembled  a  great  council  at  Westminster,  in 
London,  of  the  clergy  and  prelates  of  England,  in  which,  by  the 
bishop  of  Rome's  authority,  he  so  wrought  with  the  king,  that  at 
length,  albeit,  as  the  story  saith,  not  without  great  difficulty,  it  was 
newly  confirmed  and  enacted,  that  no  temporal  man  after  that  day 
should  make  investiture  with  cross  or  with  ring,  or  with  pastoral 
hook.  In  this  council,  sundry  and  divers  injunctions  were  given 
forth  to  priests  and  deacons,  as  divers  other  synodal  acts  also  by  the 
same  Anselm  had  been  concluded  in  other  councils  before.  And 
because  mention  is  made  here  of  the  acts  synodal  concluded  in  the 
time  of  this  Anselm,  I  thought  good  to  pack  them  all  in  one  general 
heap  together,  as  I  find  them  in  Malmesbury,  and  in  other  sundry 
authors  scatteringly  recited. 

The  first  thing  decreed  by  this  Anselm  in  his  synodal  councils,  was  touching 
the  fault  of  simony,  whereby  divers,  both  bishops  and  abbots  (as  is  aforesaid) 
were  at  the  same  time  deposed.  Laymen,  also,  were  forbidden  to  confer  any 
ecclesiastical  promotion.1 

Also,  it  was  decreed,  that  no  bishop  should  bear  any  office  in  secular  men's  prints' 
business  or  meetings,  and  that  such  should  not  go  apparelled  as  the  laymen  did, 
but  should  have  their  vestures  decent,  and  meet  for  religious  persons,  and  that 
in  all  places  they  should  never  go  without  some  to  bear  witness  of  their  conver- 
sation. 

Item,  That  no  archdeaconries  should  be  let  out  to  farm. 

Item,  That  no  archdeacon  should  be  under  the  degree  of  a  deacon. 

Item,  That  no  archdeacon,  priest,  deacon,  subdeacon,  colligener,  or  canon, 
should  from  thenceforth  marry  a  wife,  uor  yet  keep  her,  if  he  had  been  married 
to  one  before. 

( I )  Ex  Ub.  GuliaL  Malme«b.  de  Gestio  Pontif.  lib.  L  Ex  Jornalcnti  ct  allU 
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Henry.  I      Item,  That  every  subdeacon,  being  under  Uie  degree  of  a  canon,  after  the 
—  profession  of  chastity  marrying  a  wife,  should  be  subject  to  the  same  nde. 
A.  L).       They  ordained  also,  that  for  a  priest  to  keep  company  with  his  wife,  should 
*         be  reputed  unlawful,  and  that  he  should  say  no  mass,  and  if  he  said  mass,  he 
should  not  be  heard. 

They  charged  that  none  should  be  admitted  to  orders  from  that  time  forward, 
from  tnc  degree  of  a  subdeacon,  unless  he  did  profess  chastity. 

That  priest's  sons  should  not  claim  by  heritage  the  benefices  of  their  fathers, 
as  the  custom  had  always  been  before. 
How  then     Item,  That  no  spiritual  person  should  sit  in  any  secular  office :  as  to  be  procu- 
SSIncSr-  ttton  or  judges  of  blood. 

diner  lord  item,  That  priests  should  not  resort  to  taverns  or  banquets,  nor  sit  drinking 
cMor  la  by  the  firc-9idt'- 

(iueen  That  the  garments  of  priests  should  be  of  one  colour,  and  that  their  shoes 
Mary  *     should  be  decent 

umtt  Item,  That  monks,  or  any  others  of  the  clergy,  if  they  forsook  their  order, 
either  should  come  again,  or  be  excommunicated. 

Item,  That  the  men  of  the  clergy  should  wear  broad  crowns. 

Item,  That  no  tithes  should  be  given  but  to  the  church. 

Item,  That  no  churches  or  prebends  should  be  bought. 

That  no  new  chapels  should  be  made  without  consent  of  the  bishop. 

That  no  church  should  be  hallowed,  before  the  necessary  provision  was  made 
for  the  priest,  and  for  the  church  to  be  maintained. 

That  abbots  should  send  forth  no  men  to  war,  and  that  they  must  both  sleep  and 
eat  in  the  same  house  with  their  monks,  unless  some  great  necessity  do  let. 

Item,  That  monks  do  enjoin  no  penance  to  any  man  without  the  knowledge 
of  his  abbot ;  and  also  that  their  abbots  give  no  license  therein,  but  only  tor 
such  persons  whose  charge  they  have  of  soul. 

That  no  monks  should  be  godfathers,  or  nuns  godmothers. 

That  monks  should  have  no  lordships  to  farm. 

Item,  That  monks  should  tike  no  churches  but  by  the  bishop,  neither  should 
so  spoil  and  oppress  the  churches  given  unto  them  with  their  rents,  that 
sufficient  were  not  left  for  the  ministers  of  the  same. 

That  privy  contracts  between  man  and  woman  without  witness  should  not 
stand,  but  be  frustrated,  if  each  party  do  go  from  the  contract 

Item,  That  such  of  the  clergy,  as  wear  long  hair,  be  so  rounded,  that  part  of 
their  ear  appear,  and  that  their  eyes  be  not  covered. 

Item,  That  there  be  no  matrimonial  connexion  within  the  seventh  degree 
of  kindred,  and  that  it  do  not  continue  if  they  be  married,  hut  that  the  marriage 
be  broken.  And  that  if  any  one  privy  to  that  incest  do  not  detect  the  same,  he 
to  be  held  guilty  of  the  same  crime. 

Item,  That  no  funerals  or  buryings  be  without  their  own  parish  church,  so 
that  the  priest  thereof  do  lose  that  which  to  him  is  due. 

Item,  That  no  man,  upon  any  new-fangled  rashness,  do  attribute  any  reverence 
or  opinion  of  holiness  to  dead  men's  bodies,  to  fountains,  or  to  any  other  thing, 
as  the  use  hath  been  in  time  past  without  authority  of  the  bishop. 

Item,  That  no  buying  and  selling  be  used  hereafter  in  England  of  men,  as  of 
other  cattle. 

t  Also,  after  the  restraint  of  priests'  marriage,  when  grievous  crimes  began  to 
come  in  the  place  thereof,  they  were  forced  to  make  another  act,  which  was 
this. 

t  "  With  a  grievous  curse  we  condemn  both  those  that  occupy  any  nameless  vice, 
and  those  also  that  willingly  assist  them,  or  be  wicked  doers  with  them  in  the 
same ;  till  such  time  as  they  may  deserve  absolution  by  penance  and  confession. 

"  So  that  whatsoever  he  be  that  is  noised  or  proved  to  be  of  this  wickedness, 
if  he  be  a  religious  person,  he  shall  from  thenceforth  be  promoted  to  no  degree 
of  honour,  and  that  which  he  hath  shall  be  taken  from  him. 

"  If  he  be  a  lay  person,  he  shall  be  deprived  of  all  his  freedom  within  the 
land,  and  be  no  better  than  a  foreigner. 

"  And  because  it  shall  be  known,  that  the  absolution  of  such  as  be  secular 
belongs  only  to  bishops ;  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  on  every  Sunday,  in 
^      every  jparish  church  of  England,  the  said  excommunication  should  be  pub- 
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But  mark  in  tins  great  matter  what  followed ;  for,  as  Ranulphus  w«ry  t, 
Cestrcnsis  witnesseth,  this  grievous  general  curse  was  soon  called  A  p 
back  again  by  the  suit  of  certain  who  persuaded  Ansehn,  that  the  hoc. 
publication,  or  opening  of  that  vice,  gave  kindlings  to  the  same  in  the 
hearts  of  lewd  persons,  ministering  occasion  of  more  boldness  to 
.  them  to  do  the  like  :*  and  so,  to  stop  the  occasion  of  this  vice,  the 
publication  thereof  was  taken  away  ;  but  the  forbidding  and  restrain- 
ment  of  priests'  lawful  marriage,  which  chiefly  was  the  cause  thereof, 
remained  still.    And  thus,  ever  since,  this  horrible  crime  remained  + 
among  the  clergy,  both  for  lack  of  marriage  being  more  used,  and 
for  lack  of  publication  less  punished. 

Besides  all  these  synodal  acts  above  comprehended,  and  given  out 
bv  Ansclm  in  his  councils  before,  here  also,  in  this  present  council  at 
Westminster,  in  the  year  of  this  king  aforesaid,  he  also  directed 
other  new  injunctions  to  the  priests. 

First,  That  they  and  their  wives  should  never  more  meet  in  one  house,  Penalties 
neither  yet  have  dwelling  in  their  territories.  for_ 

Item,  That  the  priests,  deacons,  and  subdeacons,  should  retain  no  woman  in  ju,a?n»t 
their  house,  unless  they  were  of  their  next  kin.  priwu  , 

Item,  That  such  as  had  dissevered  themselves  from  the  society  of  their  {j^[rkc*p 
wives,  and  yet,  for  some  honest  cause,  had  to  communicate  with  them,  might  do  wive*, 
so  if  it  were  without  door,  and  with  two  or  three  lawful  witnesses. 

Item,  If  any  one  of  them  should  be  accused  by  two  or  three  witnesses,  and  In  the 
could  not  purge  himself  again  by  six  able  men  of  his  own  order,  if  he  be  a  jf4""lha„ 
priest,  or  if  he  be  a  deacon  by  four,  or  if  he  be  a  subdeacon  by  two,  then  he  c*mV 
should  be  judged  a  transgressor  of  the  statutes,  deprived  of  his  benefice,  and  <M»« 
made  infamous,  or  be  put  to  open  reproach  of  all  men.  forbid-™' 

Item,  He  that  rebelled,  and  in  contempt  of  this  new  statute  held  still  his  ding  mar- 
wife,  and  presumed  to  say  mass,  upon  the  eighth  day  after,  if  he  made  not  due  J1*^""!* 
satisfaction,  should  be  solemnly  excommunicated.  mcau, 

Item,  AH  archdeacons  and  deacons  to  be  strictly  sworn  not  to  wink  or  fcc 
dissemble  at  their  meetings,  or  to  bear  with  them  for  money.    And  if  they 
would  not  be  sworn  to  this,  then  to  lose  their  offices  without  recovery. 

Item,  Such  priests,  as  forsaking  their  wives  were  willing  to  serve  still,  and  Purlfi- 
remain  in  their  noly  order,  first  must  cease  forty  days  from  their  ministration,  ca«*°n  »f 
setting  vicars  for  them  in  the  mean  time  to  serve,  and  taking  such  penance  upon  thaY'ilad 
them,  as  by  their  bishop  should  be  enjoined  them. 

Tims  have  ye  heard  the  tedious  treatise  of  the  life  and  doings  of 
Anselm,  how  superstitious  in  his  religion,  how  stubborn  against  his 
prince  he  was,  what  occasion  of  war  and  discord  he  would  have 
ministered  by  his  complaints,  if  they  had  been  taken,  what  zeal  with- 
out right  knowledge,  what  fervency  without  cause  he  pretended,  what 
pains  without  profit  he  took ;  who,  if  he  had  bestowed  that  time  and 
travel  in  preaching  Clirist  at  home  to  his  flock,  which  he  took  in 
gadding  to  Rome,  to  complain  of  his  country,  in  my  mind,  he  had 
been  better  occupied.    Moreover,  what  violent  and  tyrannical  in- 
junctions he  set  forth  of  investing  and  other  things,  ye  have  heard ; 
but  especially  against  the  lawful  and  godly  marriage  of  priests.  What 
a  veil  em  en  t  adversary  he  was,  in  that  respect,  may  appear  by  these 
minutes  or  extracts  of  letters,  which  we  have  here  annexed  ;  in  form 
and  effect  as  followeth  :— 

1)  Ranulph.  Ce»tnn»i»,  lib.  vil. 
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«<*nt  r.  A  Letter  of  Anselm. 

A-  Anselm,  archbishop,  to  his  brethren  and  dearest  sons,  the  lord  prior  and 
H0<>-  others  at  Canterbury.1 


K'nK  As  concerning  priests,  of  whom  the  king  commanded  that  they  should  have 
permitted  ^otn  tne'r  churches  and  their  women  an  they  had  in  the  time  of  hia  father,  and 
prie»ts  to  of  Lanfranc,  archbishop  :  both  because  the  king  hath  revested  and  reseized  the 
churchM1  wno'e  archbishopric,  and  because  so  cursed  a  marriage  was  forbidden  in  a 
council  in  the  time  of  his  father  and  of  the  said  archbishop :  boldly  I  command, 
by  the  authority  which  I  have  by  my  archbishopric,  not  only  within  my  arch- 
bishopric, but  also  throughout  England,  that  all  priests,  who  keep  wives,  shall 
be  deprived  of  their  churches  and  ecclesiastical  benefices. 

A  Letter  of  Pope  Paschal  to  Anselm. 

Pascal,  bishop,  servant  of  God's  servants,  to  his  reverend  brother  Anselm, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  greeting  and  apostolical  blessing.* 

We  believe  your  brotherhood  is  not  ignorant  what  is  decreed  in  the  Romish 
hath  so  church  concerning  priests'  children.  But  because  there  is  so  great  a  multitude 
decreed  it  of  such  within  the  realm  of  England,  that  almost  the  greater  and  better  part  of 
"  *ome'  the  clerks  are  reckoned  to  be  on  this  side,  therefore  we  commit  this  dispensation 
p*rie»u  to  your  care ;  for  we  grant  these  to  be  promoted  to  holy  offices  by  reason  of  the 
miut  need  at  this  time,  and  for  the  profit  or  the  church  (such  as  learning  and  life 
wivei00  "htH  commend  among  you),  so  that,  yet  notwithstanding,  the  prejudice  of  the 
If  profit   ecclesiastical  decree  be  taken  heed  to  hereafter,  &c. 

of  the 
church 

™y£™.  Another  Letter  of  Anselm  for  Investing. 

wbatburt  To  the  Reverend  Lord  and  loving  Father  Paschal,  high  bishop,  Anselm, 
tt  to  the**  servant  of  Canterbury  church,  due  subjection  and  continual  prayers, 
church  After  I  returned  to  my  bishopric  in  England  I  showed  the  apostolical  decree, 
tofftn*  w°ich  I  being  present  heard  in  the  Romish  council.  1.  That  no  man  should 
wlvctr  receive  investing  of  churches  at  the  king's  hand,  or  any  lay  person's,  or  should 
King  become  his  man  for  it,  and  that  no  man  should  presume  to  consecrate  him  that 
Henry  did  offend  herein.  When  the  king  and  his  nobles,  and  the  bishops  themselves,  and 
noble**  others  of  the  lower  degree,  heard  these  things,  they  took  them  so  grievously,  that 
reAdy  to   they  said,  they  would  in  no  case  agree  to  the  thug,  and  that  they  would  drive 

£?&    me  01,1  of  the  kingdom»  and  foreake  toe  Romish  church,  rather  than  keep  this 
miih       thing.    Wherefore,  reverend  father,  I  desire  your  counsel  by  your  letter,  fire, 
church. 

Another  Letter  of  Anselm. 

Anselm,  archbishop,  to  the  Reverend  Gudulph,  bishop,  and  to  Amulph,  prior, 
and  to  William,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  to  all  in  his  diocese,  grecting.» 
Against  William,  our  archdeacon,  hath  written  to  me,  that  some  priests  that  be  under 
I'riesu  re  his  custody  (taking  again  their  women  that  were  forbidden)  have  fallen  unto  the 
uncleanncss  from  the  which  they  were  drawn  by  wholesome  counsel  and  com- 
mandment When  the  archdeacon  would  amend  this  thing,  they  utterly 
despised,  with  wicked  pride,  his  warning  and  worthy  commandment  to  be 
received.  Then  he,  calling  together  many  religious  men  and  obedient  priests, 
wted'  for  excoramuiucated  worthily  the  proud  and  disobedient,  who  beastly  despised  the 
re^eirtog  curse,  and  were  not  afraid  to  defile  the  holy  ministry,  as  much  as  lay  in 
them,  &c. 

Unto  these  letters  above  prefixed,  I  have  also  adjoined  another  of 
the  said  Anselm,  touching  a  great  case  of  conscience,  of  a  monk's 
whipping  himself.  Wherein  may  appear  both  the  blind  and  lament- 
able superstition  of  those  religious  men,  and  the  judgment  of  this 
AnseUn  in  the  same  matter. 

(1)  Ex  eplat.  AnaaL  7/  et  377.  (2)  Ex  rpUt.  St.  W  Ex  apiat S7. 


•train 
their 
wl»e*. 
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Another  Letter  of  Ansclra.  Hemr*  *• 


Anselm,  archbishop,  to  Bernard,  monk  of  the  abbey  of  St.  Warburg,  greet-  A.D. 

ing  and  prayer.1  1106- 

1  beard  it  said  of  your  lord  abbot,  that  thou  judges  t  it  to  be  of  greater  merit,  Whether 
when  a  monk  either  beats  himself,  or  desireth  himself  to  be  beaten  of  another  than  ^e™"7or 
when  he  is  beaten  (not  of  his  own  will)  in  the  chapter,  by  the  commandment  of  the  •  ink  to 
prelacy.  But  it  is  not  as  you  think,  for  that  judgment  which  any  man  commanded)  cau** 
to  himself,  is  kingly  ;  but  that  which  he  suffereth  by  obedience  in  the  chapter,  is  th^^hap" 
monkish.    The  one  is  of  his  own  will ,  the  other  u  of  obedience,  and  not  of  his  terto  bl- 
own will.    That  which  I  call  kingly,  kings  and  rich  proud  men  commanded  to 
be  done  to  themselves ;  but  that  which  I  call  monkish,  they  take  not  command-  fcr  obe- 
ing,  but  obeying.    The  kingly  is  so  much  easier,  by  how  much  it  agreeth  to  the  dlcntly 
wUl  of  the  sufferer;  but  the  monkish  is  so  much  the  more  grievous,  by  how  pin^f'' 
much  it  differeth  from  the  will  of  the  sufferer.    In  the  kingly  judgment,  the  his  abbot 
sufferer  is  judged  to  be  his  own ;  in  monkish  he  is  proved  not  to  be  his  own  : 
for  although  the  king,  or  rich  man,  when  he  is  beaten,  willingly  showeth 
himself  humbly  to  be  a  sinner;  yet  he  would  not  submit  himself  to  this  humble- 
ness at  any  other's  commandment,  but  would  withstand  the  commander  with  all 
his  strength.    But  when  a  monk  submitteth  himself  to  the  whip  humbly  in  the 
chapter  at  the  will  of  the  prelate,  the  truth  judgeth  him  to  be  of  so  much 
greater  merit,  by  how  much  he  humbleth  himself  more  and  more,  and  more 
truly  than  the  other.    For  he  humbleth  himself  to  God  only,  because  he 
knoweth  his  sins,  but  this  man  humbleth  himself  to  man  for  obedience.  But  he 
is  more  lowly  that  humbleth  himself  both  to  God  and  man  for  God's  cause, 
than  he  which  humbleth  himself  to  God  only,  and  not  to  God's  commandment. 
Therefore,  if  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  extolled,  ergo,  he  that  more 
humbleth  himself,  shall  be  more  exalted.    And  where  I  said,  that  when  a 
monk  is  whipped,  it  differeth  from  his  will  you  must  not  so  understand  it,  as 
though  he  would  not  patiently  bear  it  with  an  obedient  will,  but  because  by  a 
natural  appetite  he  would  not  suffer  the  sorrow.    But  if  ye  say,  I  do  not  so 
much  fly  the  open  beating  for  the  pains  (which  I  feel  also  secretly),  as  for  the 
shame  ;  know  then  that  he  is  stronger  that  rejoiceth  to  bear  this  for  oliedience* 
sake.    Therefore  be  thou  sure,  that  one  whipping  of  a  monk  by  obedience  is  of  The  judg- 
more  merit  than  innumerable  whippings  taken  by  his  own  mind.     But  went  of 
whereas  he  is  such  that  he  always  ought  to  have  his  heart  ready  without  mur-  0V'?h,em 
muring  obediently  to  be  whipped,  we  ought  to  judge  him  then  to  be  of  a  great  ewe. 
merit,  whether  be  be  whipped  privily  or  openly,  &c. 

And  thus  much  concerning  Anselm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
whose  stout  example  gave  no  little  courage  to  Thurstin  and  Bccket, 
Ills  successors,  and  others  that  followed  after,  to  do  the  like  against 
their  kings  and  princes,  as  in  process  hereafter  by  the  grace  of  Christ 
shall  appear. 

About  this  time,  two  famous  archbishops  of  Mentz,  being  right 
virtuous  and  well-disposed  prelates,  were  cruelly  and  tyrannously 
dealt  withal,  and  treated  by  the  bishop  of  Rome.  Their  names 
were  Henry  and  Christian.  This  Henry,  having  intelligence  that  he 
was  complained  of  to  the  pope,  sent  a  learned  man,  a  special  friend 
of  his,  to  excuse  him,  named  Arnold ;  one  for  whom  he  had  done 
much,  and  whom  he  had  promoted  to  great  livings  and  promotions. 
Hut  this  honest  man  Arnold,  instead  of  an  excuser,  bceamc  an 
accuser,  bribing  the  two  chiefest  cardinals  with  good  gold  ;  by  which  judge* 
means  he  obtained  of  the  pope,  those  two  cardinals,  to  be  sent  ~ptcd 
as  inquisitors  and  only  doers  in  that  present  case.  They,  coming  to 
Germany,  summoned  the  said  Henry,  and  deposed  him  from  his 
arch  bishopric  in  spite  of  all  he  could  do  either  by  law  or  justice, 
substituting  in  his  place  the  aforesaid  Arnold,  in  hope,  truly,  of  the 

(1)  Ex  epist.  255. 
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nenry  i.  ecclesiastical  gold.    Whereupon  that  virtuous  and  honourable  Henry, 
^  U    as  the  story  telleth,  spake  unto  those  his  perverse  judges  on  this  wise: 
1100   "  ft  I  should  appeal  unto  the  apostolic  see  for  this  your  unjust  pro- 
to     cess  had  against  me,  perhaps  the  pope  would  attempt  nothing  more 
110G   therein  than  ye  have,  neither  should  I  win  any  thing  by  it,  but  only 
toil  of  body,  loss  of  goods,  affliction  of  mind,  care  of  heart,  and 
missing  of  his  favour.    Wherefore  I  do  appeal  unto  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  the  most  high  and  just  judge,  and  cite  you  before  his 
judgment,  there  to  answer  me  before  the  high  Judge ;  for  neither 
justly  nor  godly,  but  by  corruption  as  it  pleaseth  you,  you  have 
judged.'"    Whereunto  they  scomngly  answered :  "  Go  you  first,  and 
we  will  follow."    Not  long  after,  as  the  story  goes,  the  said  Henry 
■notfe  died,  whereof  the  said  two  cardinals  having  intelligence,  said  one 
J***-    to  the  other  jestingly  :  "  Behold,  he  is  gone  before,  and  we  must 
jmipc.  to  follow  according  to  our  promi8c.,n    And  verily,  they  said  truer  than 
they  were  aware  of ;  for  within  a  while  they  died  in  one  day.  For 
the  one,  sitting  upon  a  jakes  to  ease  himself,  voided  out  all  his  entrails 
into  the  draught,  and  miserably  ended  his  life ;  the  other,  gnawing  off 
the  fingers  oif  his  hands,  and  spitting  them  out  of  his  mouth,  all 
deformed  in  devouring  himself,  died.    And  in  like  manner,  not 
long  after  the  end  of  these  men,  the  aforesaid  Arnold,  most  horrible, 
in  a  sedition  was  slain  ;  and  certain  days,  lying  stinking  above 
the  ground  unburied,  lay  open  to  the  spoil  of  every  rascal  and  harlot. 
The  historiographer  in  declaring  hereof  cricth  out  upon  the  cardinals 
in  this  manner :    "  O  ye  cardinals,  ye  are  the  beginning  and  authors 
hereof.    Come  ye  hither,  and  heap  and  carry  unto  your  countries  the 
devil,  and  offer  yourselves  to  him  with  that  money,  whereof  ye  have 
been  most  gluttonous  and  insatiable.'' 


About  the  same  time  and  year  in  which  King  Henry  began  his 
reign,  Pope  Paschal  entered  his  papacy,  succeeding  Urban,  about 
a.d.  1100,  nothing  swerving  from  the  steps  of  Hildcbrand,  his 
superior.  This  Paschal,  being  elected  by  the  cardinals,  after  the  people 
had  cried  thrice, "  St.  Peter  hath  chosen  good  Rainerus  C  he  then 
putting  on  a  purple  vesture,  and  a  tiara  upon  his  head,  was  brought 
*»ire.    upon  a  white  palfrey  into  Lateran,  where  a  sceptre  was  given  him,  and 
a  girdle  put  about  him  having  seven  keys,  with  seven  seals  hanging 
Jjjjj      thereupon  for  a  recognisance  or  token  of  his  sevenfold  power,  accord- 
J'wof  ing  to  the  sevenfold  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  of  binding,  loosing, 
pope'  shutting,  opening,  sealing,  resigning,  and  judging.     After  this 
Paschal  was  elected  pope,  Henry  IV.,  the  aforesaid  emperor  (of 
courage  most  valiant,  if  the  time  had  served  thereto,)  thought  to 
come  up  to  Italy  to  salute  the  new  pope;  but,  understanding 
the  pope's  mind  bent  against  him,  he  changed  his  purpose.  In  the 
mean  time,  Paschal,  to  show  himself  inferior  to  Hildcbrand  in  no 
>int,  began  first  to  depose  all  such  abbots  and  bishops  as  the  emperor 
id  set  up.    Also  he  banished  Albert,  Thcodoric,  and  Maginulph, 
striving  at  the  same  time  for  the  papacy.    I  spake  before  of  Guibcrt, 
whom  Henry,  the  emperor,  had  made  poj>e  against  Hildcbrand. 
Paschal  made  out  an  army  against  this  Guibcrt,  who,  being  put  to 
Anti-     fl'ffl't'  n°t  l°ng  after  departed. 

<]jj«        About  the  same  time,  a.d.  1101,  the  bishop  of  Florence  began  to 
teach  and  to  preach  of  antichrist  then  to  be  born  and  to  be 
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asSabellicus  testifieth ;  whereupon  Paschal  assembling  a  council,  put 
U>  silence  the  said  bishop,  and  condemned  his  books.  In  this  council  A  D 
at  Trecas,  priests  who  were  married  were  condemned  for  Nicolaitans.  HOI 
Item,  according  to  the  decree  of  Ilildebrand,  all,  of  what  degree  or  to 
estate  soever  they  were  (being  laymen)  who  gave  any  ecclesiastical  11Q6- 
dignities,  were  condemned  of  simony.    Furthermore,  the  .statute  of  Acouncu 
priests'  tithes  he  renewed  there,  counting  the  selling  away  thereof  as  ** Tnc"' 
a  sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost.    Concerning  the  excommunication 
and  other  troubles,  that  Hildebrand  wrought  against  Henry  IV.  the 
emperor,  it  is  declared  sufficiently  before.    This  excommunication  ^jj^',0*! 
Paschal,  the  pope,  renewed  afresh  against  the  said  Henry  ;  and  not  po^pw- 
only  that,  but  also  conventing  the  princes  of  Germany  unto  a  general 
assembly,  he  set  up  his  own  son  against  him,  causing  the  bishops  of  "|||rt 
MenU,  Cologne,  and  Worms,  to  deprive  him  of  his  imperial  crown,  and  du  ra- 
to  place  his  son  Henry  V.  in  his  fathers  kingdom ;  and  so  they  did.1  lher 
Coming  to  the  place  at  Hilgeshem,  first  they  required  from  him  his 
diadem,  his  purple,  his  ring,  and  other  ornaments  pertaining  to  the 
crown.    The  emperor  demanded  the  cause,  being  tnen  excommuni- 
cated and  void  of  friends.    They  pretended  again,  I  cannot  tell  what, 
— the  selling  of  bishoprics,  abbacies,  and  other  ecclesiastical  dignities 
for  money ;  also  alleging  the  pope's  pleasure  and  that  of  other 
princes.    Then  required  he  first  of  the  bishop  of  Mentz,  and  likewise 
of  the  other  two,  whom  he  had  preferred  to  their  bishoprics  before, 
asking  them  in  order,  if  he  had  received  of  them  any  penny  for  his 
promoting  them  to  their  dignities.    This  when  they  could  not  deny 
to  be  so,  M  Well,''1  saith  he,  "  and  do  you  requite  me  again  with  this? 
with  divers  other  words  of  exhortation,  admonishing  them  to  remem- 
ber their  oath  and  allegiance  to  their  prince.    But  the  perjured  The  Pre- 
prelates,  neither  reverencing  his  majesty,  nor  moved  with  his  benefits,  !he*»™ 
nor  regarding  their  fidelity,  ceased  not  for  all  this,  but  first  plucked  J**1™1 
from  him,  sitting  on  his  throne,  his  crown  imperial,  and  then  dis-  «h«r. 
vestured  him,  taking  from  him  his  purple  and  his  sceptre.  The  good 
emperor,  being  left  desolate  and  in  confusion,  saith  to  them :  u  Vi- 
deat  Deus  et  judicct that  is,  "  Let  God  see  and  judge."  Thus 
leaving  him,  they  went  to  his  son  to  confirm  him  in  his  kingdom, 
and  caused  him  to  drive  his  father  out ;  who  then  being  chased  of  his 
son,  and  having  but  nine  persons  about  him,  did  flee  by  way  of  the 
dukedom  of  Limbrugk,  where  the  duke  being  then  hunting,  and  per- 
ceiving and  hearing  of  him,  made  after  to  follow  him.    The  emperor 
fearing  no  other  than  present  death,  for  he  had  displaced  the  same 
duke  before  out  of  his  dukedom,  submitted  himself,  craving  of  him 
pardon,  and  not  revenge.    The  duke,  full  of  compassion,  and  pitying  Ax*™«£ul 


his  estate,  not  only  remitted  all  his  displeasure,  but  also  received  him  of  a  good 
to  his  castle.    Moreover,  collecting  his  soldiers  and  men  of  war,  he  "mUnii 
brought  him  to  Cologne,  and  there  he  was  well  received.    His  son  duke- 
hearing  this,  besieged  that  city.    But  the  father,  by  night  escaping, 
came  to  Leodium,  where  resorted  to  him  all  such  as  were  men  of 
compassion  and  constant  heart,  insomuch  that  his  power,  being  strong 
enough,  he  was  now  able  to  pitch  a  field  against  his  enemies,  and  so 
he  did,  desiring  his  friends,  that  if  he  had  the  victory,  they  would 
spare  his  son.    In  fine,  the  battle  joined,  the  father  had  the  victory, 

(I)  Ex  HUtoria  Helmoldl 
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tirmnf  i.  the  son  being  put  to  flight,  and  many  slain  on  both  sides.  But 
A  iy   shortly  afler,  the  battle  being  renewed  again,  the  son  prevailed,  and 
1107.  the  father  was  overcome  and  taken;  who  then,  being  utterly  dis- 
Tbc  un    possessed  of  his  kingdom,  was  brought  to  that  exigency,  that  coming 
UadoMi  to  Spires,  he  was  feign  to  crave  of  the  bishop  there,  whom  he  had  done 
prct«£!ud  much  for  before,  to  have  a  prebend  in  the  church :  and  for  that  he 
had  some  skill  in  his  book,  he  desired  to  serve  in  our  Lady's  quire ; 
yet  could  he  not  obtain  so  much  at  his  hand,  who  swore  by  our  Lady, 
he  should  have  nothing  there.1    Thus  the  woeful  emperor,  most 
unkindly  handled,  and  repulsed  on  every  side,  came  to  Leodiuin,  and 
there  for  sorrow  died,  after  he  had  reigned  fifty  years ;  whose  body 
The  cm-  Paschal,  after  his  funeral,  caused  to  be  taken  up  again,  and  to  be 
1  brought  to  Spires,  where  it  remained  five  years  unburied.4 

After  the  decease  of  this  emperor  Henry  IV.,  his  son  Henry  V. 
reigned  the  space  of  twenty  years.    This  prince  coming  to  Rome 
to  be  crowned  of  the  pope,  could  not  obtain  it,  before  he  would  fully 
Henry'07"  assen*'  ^  ^myc  tm^  ratified,  that  no  emperor  should  have  any  thing  to 
emperor,  do  with  the  election  of  the  Roman  bishop,  or  with  other  bishoprics.3 
Besides  that,  about  the  same  time,  such  a  stir  was  made  in  Rome  by 
the  said  bishop,  that  if  the  emperor  had  not  defended  himself  with 
his  own  hands,  he  had  been  slain.    But  as  it  happened,  the  emperor 
having  victory,  amongst  many  other  Romans  slain  or  taken  in  the 
The  pope  same  skirmish,  taketh  also  the  pope  and  leadeth  him  out  of  th( 


year* 
w  Ilium  t 
burial. 


War 


pope  and  leadeth  him  out  of  the  citv ; 
where  he  intendeth  with  him  upon  divers  conditions,  both  of  Lis 
coronation,  and  of  recovering  again  his  right  and  title  in  the  election 
of  the  pope,  and  of  other  bishops :  whereunto  the  pope  assenting  agreed 
to  all.  So  the  emperor,  being  crowned  by  Paschal,  returned  again 
with  the  pope  of  Rome. 

All  the  conditions  between  the  emperor  and  the  pope,  so  long  as 
the  emperor  remained  at  Rome,  stood  firm  and  ratified ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  emperor  was  returned  again  to  Germany,  forthwith  the 
pope,  calling  a  synod,  not  only  revoked  all  that  he  had  agreed  to 
before,  but  also  excommunicated  Henry,  the  emperor,  as  he  had  done 
his  father  before,  reproving  the  former  4  privilegium1  for  '  pravilegium.' 
the  porj  The  emperor,  returning  from  Rome  to  France,  there  married 
papbu.    Matilda,  daughter  to  King  Henry ;  who  then  hearing  what  the  pope 
had  done,  (grieved  not  a  little,)  with  all  expedition  marched  to  Rome, 
and  putteth  the  pope  to  flight,  and  finally  placet h  another  in  his 
stead.    In  the  mean  time  the  bishops  of  Germany,  the  pope's  good 
friends,  slacked  not  their  business,  incensing  the  Saxons  all  tliat  they 
might  against  their  Caesar ;  insomuch  that  a  great  commotion  was 
stirred  up,  and  it  grew  at  length  to  a  pitched  field,  which  was  fought 
in  the  month  of  February,  by  the  wood  called  Sylva  Catularia. 
pc»r«        The  emperor  seeing  no  end  of  these  conflicts,  unless  he  would 
SSSwrn  yield  to  the  pope,  was  fain  to  give  over,  and  forego  his  privilege,  fall- 
!Sm  and  in&  to  a  composition,  not  to  meddle  with  matters  pertaining  to  the 
thTp^!.  pope's  election,  nor  with  investing,  nor  such  other  things  belonging  to 
the  church  and  churcluncn ;  and  thus  was  the  peace  between  them 
concluded,  and  proclaimed  to  the  no  small  rejoicing  of  both  the  armies, 
then  lying  by  Worms,  near  the  river  Rliine. 

(I)  Ex  Helrnoldo.  et  Gotfrido  Viterbiend.  (»)  Ex  Helnwdo. 

(3)  Ex  Chronko  Cxrioni..  lih.  UL 
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\n  the  time  of  tins  Paschal  lived  Bernard,  called  Abbot  Clara- 
vallensis,  a.d.  1108,  of  whom  sprang  the  Bernardine  monks.  ~A~d"~ 

About  this  time  the  city  of  Worcester  was  almost  consumed  with  i los. 
fire. 

All  this  while  Henry  the  emperor  had  no  issue,  having  to  wife  dinT" 
Matilda,  the  daughter  of  Henry  I.,  king  of  England,  and  that  by  the  Zme'n. 
just  judgment  of  God,  as  it  may  appear ;  for  as  he,  having  a  father,  T^.^ty 
persecuted  him  by  the  pope's  setting  on,  contrary  to  the  part  of  a 
natural  son  ;  so  God's  providence  did  not  suffer  him  to  be  the  father  "turned 
of  any  child,  naturally  to  love  him,  or  to  succeed  him.  *|,h  u,e- 

After  the  death  of  Paschal,  a.d.  1118,  succeeded  Pope  Gelasius,  i^** 
chosen  by  the  cardinals,  but  without  the  consent  of  the  emperor,  tSf' 
whereupon  rose  no  little  variance  in  Rome ;  and  at  length  another  menJtUdg" 
pope  was  set  up  by  the  emperor,  called  Gregory  VIII.,  and  Gelasius  Two 
was  driven  away  into  France,  and  there  died.    After  him  came  STri^n* 
Calixtus  II.,  chosen  likewise  by  a  few  cardinals,  without  the  voice  of  l0*e,hcr- 
the  emperor,  who,  coming  up  to  Rome  to  enjoy  his  seat,  first  sent  his  The  pope 
legate  into  Germany  to  excommunicate  the  emperor  Henry ;  who  m^Xat- 
then,  having  divers  conflicts  with  his  fellow  pope  Gregory,  at  length,  J^*J 
drave  him  out  of  Rome.    At  this  time,  by  this  occasion,  great  dis- 
putation and  controversy  arose  between  the  emperor  and  the  popes 
court,  whether  of  them  in  dignity  should  excel  the  other ;  whereof 
reasons  and  arguments  on  both  sides  were  alleged,  which  in  the 
verses  below  are  comprehended. 


Allegatio  impcratoris  contra  papam. 

Ca?sar  lex  viva  stat  regibus  imperative, 
Legeque ;  sub  viva  sunt  omnia  jura  dativa, 

Lex  ea  castigat,  solvit  et  ipsa  ligaL 
Conditor  est  legis,  neque  debet  lege  teneri, 
Sed  sibi  complacuit  sub  lege  libenter  haberi : 

Quicquid  ei  placuit,  juris  adinstar  erat. 
Qui  ligat  ac  solvit  Deus  ipsum  protulit  orbi, 
Divisit  regnum  divina  potentia  secum, 

Astra  dedit  superis,  camera  cuncta  sibi. 


Responsio  Romance  curicc  contra  imperatorem. 

Pars  quoque  papalis  sic  obriat  imperiali, 
Sic  dans  regnare,  quod  Petro  subjiciaris : 

Jus  etenim  nobis  Christus  utrumque  parit. 
Spiritua  et  corpus  mihi  sunt  subjecta  potentcr, 
Corpora  terrene  teneo,  ccelestia  mentc, 

Unde,  tenendo  polum,  solvo  ligoque  solum. 
iEthera  pandere,  ccelica  tangere,  papa  vidctur. 
Nam  dare,  tollere,  nectere,  solvere  cuncta  meretur, 

Cui  debit  omne  decus  lex  nova,  lexque  vetus  : 
Annulus  et  bacillus  quamvis  terrena  putentur, 
Sunt  de  jure  poli,  qua?  signiiicare  videntur  : 

Respice  jura  Dei,  mens  tua  cedat  ei,  &c. 


In  conclusion,  the  emperor  being  overcome  so  much  with  the  vain 
reasons  of  the  pope's  side,  and  fearing  the  dangerous  thunderbolt  of 
his  curse,  (talking  with  princes,  and  persuaded  with  his  friends,)  was 
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nenryi.  fain  to  condescend  to  the  unreasonable  conditions  of  the  pope :  first, 
«  U  to  ratify  his  election,  notwithstanding  the  other  pope  (whom  the  said 
1 1 o« >.  emperor  had  set  up)  was  yet  alive,  secondly,  that  he  should  resign 

 his  right  and  title  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  election  of  the  pope, 

and  investurc  of  bishops. 

This  being  done  and  granted,  and  the  writings  thereof  set  up  in 
the  church  of  Latcran,  for  a  triumph  over  the  emperor  thus  suMued, 
the  pope  maketh  out  after  Gregory,  his  fellow-pope,  being  then  in  a 
Gregory  town  called  Sutrium  ;  which  being  besieged  and  taken,  Gregory  also 
uito"ht  was  taken  ;l  whom,  Calixtus  the  pope,  setting  him  upon  a  camel, 
Rom  by  with  his  face  to  the  camel's  tail,  brought  him  thus  through  the  streets 
Mt  fwT'  of  Rome,  holding  the  tail  in  his  hand  instead  of  a  bridle ;  and  aftcr- 
OSt*  ward\  heing  shorn,  he  was  thrust  into  a  monastery. 
tail-  Amongst  many  acts  done  by  this  glorious  pope,  first  he  established 
The  Em-  the  decrees  of  the  papal  see  against  this  emperor.  He  brought  in 
by  whom  the  four  quarter  fasts,  called  Ember  days* 

bro^tfu"  %  tne  same  Calixtus  the  order  of  monks,  called  Pnemonstratenses, 
whe£d    was  brought  in. 

Further,  by  him  it  was  decreed  to  be  judged  for  adultery,  if  any 

The  order  .  *  .  '    -  .  ,     .  o         i  •         •»!       i  •  i • 

ofmunks.  person,  during  his  lifetime,  had  put  from  him  either  bishopric  or 
•uluTn"  benefice ;  grounding  upon  this  scripture  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans, 
scripture  "  The  wifc  is  b°und  to  the  ^aw  of  hcr  husband,  so  long  as  the  hus- 
cicrkiy  band  livetli ;  after  he  is  dead  she  is  loosed  from  the  law  of  her 
"he       husband,"  &c. 

in!™1*  Item,  the  same  Calixtus,  holding  a  general  council  at  Rheims, 
mmkicn  decreed  that  priests,  deacons,  and  subdeacons,  should  put  away  their 
petted  concubines  and  wives ;  and  that  whosoever  was  found  to  keep  his  wife, 
t:Jh*  c  should  be  deprived  of  benefice,  and  all  other  ecclesiastical  livings : 
whereupon  a  certain  English  writer  made  these  verses  following  : — 

"  O  bone  Calixtc,  nunc  omnia  clems  odit  to : 
Quondam  presbyteri  poterunt  uxorihus  uti, 
Hoc  destruxisti,  postquam  tu  papa  fuiati,"  &c. 

That  is,  word  for  word, — 

"  The  barred  of  the  clergy  hast  thou,  good  Calixtus 
For  sometimes  priests  migbt  use  their  wives  right ; 
Hut  that  thou  hast  rejected,  since  pope  thou  wast  elected." 

A.D.M09.  -And  thus  much  of  the  Roman  matters.  Now  to  our  country 
story  again.  After  the  death  of  Anselm  beforementioned,  who 
deceased  1109,  after  he  had  been  in  the  sec  sixteen  years,  the  church 
of  Canterbury  stood  void  five  years  ;  and  the  goods  of  the  church 
were  spent  to  the  king's  use.  When  he  was  prayed  to  help  the 
church  that  was  so  long  without  a  pastor,  he  in  his  answer  pre- 
tended that  as  his  father  and  brother  had  been  accustomed  there  to 
set  the  best  tried  and  approved  men  that  might  be  found,  so  to  the 
intent  that  he  might  do  the  same,  in  choosing  those  who  either  should 
equal  the  former  examples  of  them  before,  or  at  least  follow  their 
footsteps  as  near  as  they  could,  he  took  therein  the  more  time  and 
leisure.    And  so  with  shift  of  answer  he  dallied  out  the  time,  while 

(I)  Ex  PUttna,  VSuccntio,  BklU,  &c.  (1)  Dirt.  70.  cap  Jejunlum. 
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lie  had  filled  his  coffers  with  the  commodities  of  that  benefice.    The  //.,..„  /. 
same  year,  after  the  death  of  Anselm,  the  king  converted  the  abbey   T  ~ 
of  Ely  to  a  bishopric,  which  before  was  under  the  bishopric  of  Lin-  i ) *()y 
coin ;  placing  there  Henry,  bishop  of  Bangor,  as  the  first  bishop  of  n 
that  sec.    And,  as  of  late  years  before  this,  divers  wonders  were  »nopric  of 
seen,  as  stars  falling  from  heaven  so  thick  that  they  could  not  be  {aLtcd! 
numbered,  at  the  setting  forth  of  the  Christians  to  the  Holy  Land;1 
a  blazing  star  over  Constantinople ;  a  spring  boiling  out  blood,  seen  at 
Finchamstead,  in  Berkshire,  three  weeks  together,  a.  d.  1090.'  After 
that,  the  firmament  appeared  so  red,  as  if  it  liad  been  all  on  fire ; 
also  two  full  moons  appeared  together,  one  in  the  east,  the  other  in 
the  west,  on  Maunday  Thursday ;  with  a  blazing  star,  in  the  same 
year,  appearing  about  the  taking  of  Duke  Robert,  having  a  white  circle 
enclosing  it ;  a.  d.  1106.*  Also  with  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  darkened 
after  that.    S$o  likewise  about  this  present  year,  a.d.  1110,  was  seen  a.d.iiio. 
the  flood  of  Trent,  about  Nottingham,  so  dried  up  from  moming  to  dried  up. 
three  of  the  clock  at  afternoon,  that  men  might  go  over  it  drv  shod.4 
Abo  in  Shrewsbury  a  great  earthquake  happened;  and  after  that  An  earth- 
followed  a  sharp  winter,  great  murrain  of  beasts  and  pestilence  of  mw£in 
men,  as  GualtCT  Gisburn  recordcth.5    Moreover  the  same  author  *"«ipc»rt- 
mentioned),  that  about  the  same  year  the  like  vading  of  water  a  d. ins. 
also  happened  in  the  flood  of  Medway ;  and  in  the  Thames,  between  wTor™n\ 
the  bridge  and  the  Tower,  and  under  the  bridge,  from  midnight  to 
the  next  evening,  was  so  great  an  ebb,  that  an  innumerable  sort  of 
people  and  children  waded  over,  scarcely  knee  deep  in  the  water,  the 
sea  withdrawing  his  tide  ten  miles  from  his  accustomed  course.*  In 
this  vear  also,  as  the  said  authors  and  Jornalensis  do  testify,  the  city 
of  Worcester  by  casualty  was  consumed  with  fire ;  also  the  city  of 
Chester,  a.d.  1114.'  a.d.hh. 

The  next  year  following,  Rodulph,  bishop  of  Rochester,  an  Di»»en- 
Englishman,  was  promoted  to  be  archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  and  |t™  „*" 
Thurstin,  the  king's  chaplain,  was  elected  archbishop  of  York  ;  who,  JfhJ!0*r,1jn> 
being  content  to  receive  his  benediction  or  consecration  of  the  sec  of  Ro-' 
Canterbury,  yet,  because  he  refused  to  make  his  profession  of  obe-  arcnbi- 
dience  to  the  same  see,  was  by  the  king  deprived  of  his  dignity.  came0/- 
Then  Thurstin,  by  the  instigation  of  certain  of  his  clerks  at  York,  ^Mor 
took  his  journey  to  Rome;  who,  there  making  his  complaint  to  Pope  tkm.ec~ 
Paschal,  brought  with  him  a  letter  from  the  pope  to  the  king,  where,  A.D.1115. 
among  other  words  was  contained  as  followeth  :*  M  We  hear  and  Theiettcr 
understand,  that  the  archbishop  elect  of  the  church  of  York,  a 
discreet  and  industrious  man,  is  sequestered  from  the  church  of  £tng 
York ;  which  standcth  against  both  divine  justice  and  the  institu-  y 
tion  of  the  holy  fathers.    Our  purpose  is,  that  neither  the  church  of 
Canterbury  should  be  impaired,  nor  again  that  the  church  of  York 
should  suffer  any  prejudice,  but  that  the  same  constitution,  which 


I)  JoroaJenfU.  (2)  GUbura.  (3)  Joraalenti*.  (4)  GUbura. 

<i)  GUburn.  (6)  Hop.  Hoved,  GUbura,  Sic.  (7)  Bog.  Moved. 

(8)  "  Audfvtmus  electum  EboracenrU  ecclcsla",  virum  aaplcnteni  et  HWltlBI,  »ine  judicio  ab 
EiwrareatJ  ■equrrtratum  eccleiia.  quod  niroiruni  dJviiMe  Juatlti*  el  tanct.  patruni  inititutionibua 
adrenatur.  No*  quidem  nequeCant.  ecclesiam  minul,  ncque  Eboraoenwrn  volumui  pra-judkium 
pill,  »edeam  connlitutiotiem  qua?  abeato  GreKorio,  Anglican  gentU  Apostolo,  inter  eaidein  cede- 
si*.,  cemtltula  e»t,  finnani  cennemui  iUibatamque  »crvari.    Idem  ergo  elcctu*,  ut  just itla  exlgit, 
ad  iium  eeclesiam  oninlbua  modis  rerocetur.    St  quid  autcm  qusmtloni*  inter  eauletn  eeeletiaa 
nan-itur  pre*enlibui  ulriaque  partihu*  in  veMra  pnr»entia  pertractetur,"  tec—  Ex  Oualter.  Gla- 
bumena,'  ex  Guliel.  MaJme.b.  d«  Ponlif.  lib.  iv.   Ex  Roger.  Hoved.  Fabian,  ftc 
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umryi.  was  by  blessed  Gregory,  the  apostle  of  the  English  nation,  set  and 
^  D    decreed  between  those  two  churches,  should  remain  still  in  force  and 
1110.  effect  inviolate.    Wherefore,  as  touching  the  aforesaid  elect,  let  him 
~  be  received  again  by  any  means,  as  right  and  meet  it  is,  into  his 
church.  And  if  there  be  any  question  between  the  aforesaid  churches, 
let  it  be  handled  and  decided  in  your  presence,  both  the  two  parties 
being  there  present." 
a.d  inc.     Upon  occasion  of  this  letter  there  was  a  solemn  assembly  appointed 
nVthe'bly  at  Salisbury,  about  the  hearing  of  this  controversy.    The  variance 
suulbury  between  these  two  prelates  still  increased  more  and  more.  Rodulpli, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  no  case  would  yield  or  condescend  to 
give  imposition  of  hands  unto  liim,  unless  he  would  make  his  profes- 
Thuntin  sion  of  obedience.    Thurstin  again  said,  he  would  willingly  receive 
nfprofrt*  and  embrace  his  benediction ;  but  as  touching  the  profession  of  his 
tioTto    8UDjection,  that  he  would  not  agree  to.    Then  the  king,  declaring 
the  arch-  his  mind  therein,  signified  unto  Thurstin,  that,  without  his  subjection 
canuTr-0'  and  obedience  professed  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  he  should 
SUu  to    nofc  enj°y  ms  consecration  to  be  archbishop  of  York.  Whereunto 
renounce  Thurstin,  nothing  replying  again,  renounced  his  archbishopric,  pro- 
ua  ux.   mjsm_  morcoVcr,  to  make  no  more  claim  unto  it,  nor  to  molest  those 

who  should  enjoy  it. 
A.D.1U8.     Shortly  after' this,  it  happened  that  Pope  Paschal  died;  after 
whom,  as  is  above-rehearsed,  succeeded  Pope  Gelasius,  who  lived  not 
a  year,  and  died  in  France.    Whereupon  the  cardinals,  who  then 
followed  the  said  Pope  Gelasius  unto  Cluniack,  created  another  pope 
of  their  own  choosing,  whom  they  called  Calixtus  II.    The  other 
cardinals  who  were  at  Rome  did  choose  another  pope,  called  Gregory, 
of  whom  mention  before  is  made :  about  which  two  popes  much  stir 
there  was  in  Christian  realms.     As  this  Calixtus  was  remaining  in 
France,  and  there  calling  a  general  council  at  Rhcims,  as  ye  heard 
before,  Thurstin,  the  archbishop  of  York,  desired  license  of  the 
king  to  go  to  the  council,  purposing  there  to  open  the  cause  of  his 
church ;  which  eftsoons  he  obtained :  first  promising  the  king  tliat 
he  would  there  attempt  nothing  that  should  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Thnr»tin  church  of  Canterbury.    In  the  mean  time  the  king  had  sent  secret 
cratru     word  unto  the  pope  by  Rodulph  and  other  procurators,  that  in  no  case 
»i.opbof   ue  woul(l  consecrate  Thurstin.     Yet,  notwithstanding  the  faithful 
York  by  promise  of  the  pope  made  to  the  king,  so  it  fell  out,  that  the  said 
»*»iuit    pope,  through  the  suit  of  his  cardinals,  whom  Thurstin  had  won  to 
theiing'.  Jlim)  was  inclined  to  consecrate  him,  and  gave  him  the  pall.  For 

this  deed  the  king  was  sorely  discontented  with  Thurstin,  and  warned 
him  the  entry  of  this  land, 
council      in  this  council  at  Rheims,  abovementioned,  where  were  gathered 
prelates,  these  five  principal  acts  were  concluded : 

1.  That  no  man  should  cither  buy  or  sell  any  bishopric,  abbotship,  deanery, 
archdeaconship,  priesthood,  prebendship,  altar,  or  any  ecclesiastical  promotion 
or  benefice,  orders,  consecration,  church-hallowing,  seat  or  stall  within  the 
quire,  or  any  office  ecclesiastical,  under  danger  of  excommunication  if  he  did 
persist. 

2.  That  no  lay  person  should  give  investiture  of  any  ecclesiastical  possession ; 
and  that  no  spiritual  man  should  receive  any  such  at  any  layman's  hand,  under 
pain  of  deprivation. 

3.  That  no  man  should  invade,  take  away,  or  detain  the  goods  or  po  weaaimis 
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of  the  church  ;  but  that  they  should  remain  firm  and  perpetual,  under  pain  of  Henry  t. 
perpetual  curse.  _  - 

4.  That  no  bishop  or  priest  should  leave  any  ecclesiastical  dignity  or  benefice   •»•  *?■ 
to  any  by  way  of  inheritance.    Adding,  moreover,  that  for  baptism,  chrism,  * 
aiinoiling,  or  burial,  no  money  should  be  exacted. 

5.  That  all  priests,  deacons,  and  subdeacons,  should  be  utterly  debarred  and 
sequestered  from  company  of  their  wives  and  concubines,  under  pain  of  exclusion 
from  all  christian  communion. 

The  acts  thus  determined  were  sent  at  once  to  Henry,  the  empe-  The  art* 
ror,  to  see  and  try,  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  council,  whether  Vm- 
he  would  agree  to  the  canonical  elections,  free  consecration,  and  p"01- 
investing  of  spiritual  persons,  and  to  other  acts  of  the  council.    The  The  em- 
emperor  maketh  answer  again,  tliat  he  would  lose  nothing  of  that  f^Zm 
ancient  custom  which  his  progenitors  had  given  him.   Notwithstand-  not,,°  l.h0 

i  o   i  i      '         «•    i  i  -ii  pope  *  fn- 

ing,  because  of  the  authority  of  the  general  council,  he  was  content  *e 


cx- 


to  consent  to  the  residue,  save  only  the  investing  of  ecclesiastical 
function  to  be  taken  from  him,  to  which  he  would  never  agree.1 
Upon  this,  at  the  next  return  of  the  pope  to  the  council,  the  emperor 
was  appointed  to  be  excommunicated ;  which  thing,  when  divers  of 
the  council  did  not  well  like,  and  therefore  did  separate  themselves 
from  the  rest,  the  pope  applying  against  them  the  similitude  of  the 
seventy  disciples  who  were  offended  at  the  Lord,  when  he  taught  them 
of  eating  of  his  flesh  and  blood,  and  therefore  divided  themselves  from 
him,  declaring,  moreover,  to  them,  how  they  who  gathered  not  with 
him  scattered,  and  they  that  were  not  with  him  were  against  him : 
by  these,  and  such  like  persuasions,  reduced  them  again  to  his  side  ; 
and  so,  by  that  council,  Henry  the  emperor  was  excommunicated. 

It  was  not  long  after  that  the  pope  came  to  Gisortium,  where 
Henry,  king  of  England,  resorted  to  nim,  desiring,  and  also  obtaining  £?™™JJ' 
of  him,  that  he  would  send  henceforth  no  legate,  nor  permit  any  to  tngiand 
be  sent  from  Rome  to  England,  unless  the  king  himself  should  so  no 
require,  by  reason  of  some  occasion  of  strife,  which  else  could  not  be  jjjj^ 
othcrwise  decided  by  his  own  bishops  at  home.    The  cause  why  the  t>ut  the 
king  required  this  of  the  pope  was,  for  that  certain  Roman  legates  ,hoP  of 
had  been  in  England  a  little  before ;  to  wit,  one  Guido,  and  another  {J*** 
Roman,  named  Anselm,  and  another  also  called  Peter,  who  had  f"*1™* 
spoiled  the  realm  of  great  treasure,  as  the  accustomed  manner  of  the  tbe'popeil 
proud  pope's  legates  is  wont  to  be.4    Also  he  required  of  the  pope  eg*u*- 
that  he  might  use  and  retain  all  the  customs  used  before  by  lus  fore- 
fathers in  England  and  in  Normandy. 

To  these  petitions  the  pope  did  easily  consent,  requiring  again  of  JjJ^ 
the  king  that  he  would  license  Thurstin,  the  archbishop  above-named,  of  the 
to  return  with  favour  into  his  realm.    But  that  the  king  utterly  T£t'Z<\ 
denied,  unless  he  would  profess  subjection  to  the  church  of  Canter- 
bury,  as  his  predecessors  iiad  done  before ;  and  excused  himself  by 
hk  oath  which  he  before  had  made.    To  this  the  pope  answered 
again,  that  he,  by  his  authority  apostolical,  both  might,  and  would  also, 
easily  dispense  with  him  for  his  promise  or  oath.   Then  the  king  said 
that  he  would  talk  with  his  council  thereof,  and  so  send  him  an  answer 
of  his  mind ;  which  answer  was  this,  That  for  the  love  and  request  of 
the  pope,  he  was  content  that  Thurstin  should  re-enter  his  realm,  and 
quietly  enjoy  his  prclateship,  upon  tlus  condition,  that  he  would  (as 

/it  Rx  Roger.  Horcd.  (1)  GulicL  Malmeib.  ie  Pont.  lib.  i.  . 
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nearyi.  his  predecessors  did)  profess  his  subjection  to  the  church  of  Cantcr- 
^  j)  bury.  Otherwise,  said  lie,  so  long  as  he  was  king,  he  should  never 
1120.  sit  archbishop  of  the  church  of  York.    And  thus  ended  that  meeting 

between  the  king  of  England  and  the  pope  for  that  time. 
A.D.U20.     The  year  following,  which  was  a.d.  1120,  the  aforesaid  pope, 
Calixtus,  dircctcth  his  letters  for  Thurstin  to  the  king,  and  to 
Rodulph,  archbishop  of  Canterbury;  in  which  epistles,  by  his  full 
power  apostolical,  he  doth  interdict  both  the  church  of  Canterbury 
and  the  church  of  York,  with  all  the  parish  churches  within  the  same 
cities,  from  all  divine  service,  from  the  burial  also  of  the  dead,  except 
only  the  baptizing  of  children,  and  the  absolution  of  those  who  lie 
dying;  unless,  within  a  month  after  the  receipt  of  the  same,  Thurstin, 
without  any  exaction  of  subjection  made,  were  received  and  admitted 
The  king  to  the  see  of  York,  and  that  the  king  likewise  should  doubtless  be 
pXa  to  excommunicated,  except  he  would  consent  unto  the  same.  Whcrc- 
rcccivc    Ui)on  Thurstin,  for  fear  of  the  pope's  curse,  was  immediately  sent  for 
for  iraror  and  reconciled  to  the  king,  and  was  placed  quietly  in  his  archiepis- 

*  copal  see  of  York. 
A.o.mi.     It  followed  not  long  after,  within  two  years,  that  Rodulph,  arch- 
Frian i     bishop  of  Canterbury,  departed ;  in  whose  sec  succeeded  after  him 
hr<tcam«r  Gulielmus  de  Turbine.    About  this  time,  in  the  seven  and  twentieth 

into  r,n>?" 

la.ui  year  of  the  king's  reign,  the  Grey  Friars,  by  the  procuring  of  the  king, 
a.d. U2S.  rame  firgt  jnto  Knglan(j^  an(j  jlad  tneir  uouse  firet  ftt  Canterbury. 

About  the  same  season,  or  a  little  before,  the  king  called  a  council  at 
London,  where  the  spiritualty  of  England,  not  knowing  to  what 
purpose  it  was  required,  condescended  to  the  king  to  have  the 
punishment  of  married  priests:  by  reason  of  which  grant,  whereof  the 
iMi"for  8P'ritua'tv  afterwards  much  repented,  the  priests,  paying  a  certain 
their  °    fine  to  the  king,  were  suffered  to  retain  their  wives  still,  whereby 
Th/*'     the  king  gathered  no  small  sum  of  money.1    At  this  time  began  the 
tiilTmrnf  ^rst  ft>»miation  of  the  monastery  called  Gisburn,  in  Cleveland, 
bonded.       It  was  above  touched,  how  Matilda,  or  Maud,  daughter  to  King 
Henry,  was  married  to  Henry  V.  the  emperor;   who,  after  the 
decease  of  the  said  emperor,  her  husband,  returned  about  this  time 
with  the  imperial  crown  to  her  father  in  Normandy,  bringing  with 

j"n!«  i  *lcr  ^e  ^an(1  of  St'  Jamcf$ !  for  j°y  thereof  the  king  builded 
h»n'd.  the  abbey  of  Heading,  where  the  said  hand  was  reposed.  This 
nM^ng  Matilda  was  received  by  the  said  council  to  be  next  heir  to  the 
bumbo,  king,  her  father,  in  possession  of  the  English  crown,  for  lack  of 
tamor  issue  male;  and  soon  after  she  was  sent  over  to  Normandy,  to 
marry  Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  earl  of  Anjou,  of  whom  came  Henry  IL, 
ao*  iijo  a^er  Stephen,  was  king  of  England.  About  this  time  also  was 
ihe  'founded  the  priory  of  Norton,  in  the  province  of  Chester,  by  one 
CIT'  William,  the  son  of  Nichelle. 

Thur«ctcr-  ^n  tne  stories  of  Polychronicon,  Jornalensis,  and  Polydore,  is 
ribic  declared,  how  King  Henry  was  troubled  greatly  with  three  sundry 
Unking,  visions  appearing  unto  him  by  night.  The  first  was  of  a  great  mul- 
titude of  husbandmen  of  the  country,  who  appeared  to  fly  upon  him 
with  their  mattocks  and  instruments,  requiring  of  him  his  debt  which 
he  did  owe  unto  them.  In  the  second,  he  saw  a  great  number  of 
soldiers  and  harnessed  men  coming  fiercely  upon  him.    In  the  third, 

(1)  Ex  Roger.  Iloved.  7  ,  et  Malineib,  GUburoeot,  Hunting,  lib.  Til. 
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lie  saw  a  company  of  prelates  and  churchmen,  threatening  him  with  n^t. 
their  bishops    staves,  and  fiercely  approaching  him  ;  whereupon  ~ \  j) 
being  dismayed,  in  all  haste  he  ran  and  took  his  sword  to  defend  1130. 
himself,  finding  there  none  to  strike.    On  asking  counsel  afterwards 
concerning  these  visions,  he  was  admonished  by  one  of  his  physicians 
named  Grimbald,  by  repentance,  alms,  and  amendment  of  life,  to 
make  some  amends  to  God,  and  to  his  country,  whom  he  had 
offended.    Which  tliree  vows  thus  being  made,  the  next  year  after  Three 
he  went  to  England ;  where,  being  upon  the  seas  in  a  great  tempest  h"™*  f 
with  his  daughter  Matilda,  he  remembered  there  his  three  vows;  A-DJiai. 
and  so  coming  to  the  land,  for  performance  of  the  same,  first  released 
unto  the  commons  the  Dane-gilt  which  his  father  and  brother  before       f lt 
had  renewed.    Secondly,  he  went  to  St.  Edmundsbury,  where  he  rcleMcU- 
showed  great  benefits  to  the  churchmen.    Thirdly,  he  procured 
justice  to  be  better  administered  throughout  his  realm,  &c.    Also  he 
ordained  and  erected  a  new  bishopric  at  Carlisle. 

In  the  three  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  king's  reign  (as  witnesseth  Tne«|<r 
a  certain  author)  a  great  part  of  the  city  of  London,  with  the  church  Sun-Tin 
of  St.  Paul,  was  burned  with  fire  in  Whitsun  week.  {Jjj 

After  Calixtus  (whose  story  and  time  is  before  discoursed)  sue-  Honoriua 
ceeded  Pope  Honorius  II.;  notwithstanding  that  the  cardinals  had11, 
elected  another,  yet  he,  by  the  means  of  certain  citizens,  obtained 
the  papacy,  a.d.  H25.    About  the  second  year  of  his  induction,  as 
is  to  be  read  in  Mat.  Paris,  there  was  a  certain  legate  of  his,  called 
Johannes  Cremensis,  sent  down  to  England  from  the  pope  for  the 
redress  1  cannot  well  tell  of  what;  but,  indeed,  the  chief  purpose  of  his 
coming,  as  of  all  others  after  him  in  those  days,  was  to  fill  his  pouch 
with  English  money,  as  may  further  appear  by  his  proceedings. 
This  legate  coming  then  with  the  pope's  letters  directed  both  into 
England  and  into  Scotland,  after  he  liad  well  refreshed  himself  in 
bishops'  houses,  and  amongst  the  abbots,  at  length  resorted  to 
London,  where  he  assembled  the  whole  clergy  together,  inquired  a  Rom- 
after  priests''  concubines,  otherwise  called  their  wives,  and  made  jMVroii- 
thereupon  a  statute  in  the  said  synod  of  London,  after  this  tenor : 1  j^™','^ 
"  To  priests,  deacons,  subdeacons,  and  canons,  we  do  utterly  inhibit,  »iveauid 
by  authority  apostolical,  all  manner  of  society  and  conversation  with 
all  kinds  of  women,  except  only  their  mother,  sister,  or  aunt,  or  such 
whereof  can  rise  no  suspicion.    And  whosoever  shall  be  found  to 
violate  this  decree,  being  convict  thereof,  shall  thereby  sustain  the  loss 
of  all  that  he  hath  by  his  order.    Moreover,  amongst  kindred  or  such  MnrrinRf 
as  be  joined  in  affinity,  we  forbid  matrimony  unto  the  seventh  gene-  (0r{'^.ueD 
ration.'"  But  sec  how  God  workcth  against  such  ungodly  proceedings.  aeventh 
The  next  night  after,  it  happened  that  the  same  cardinal,  ruffling  and 
revelling  with  his  concubines,  was  apprehended  in  the  same  vice  whereof 
he  had  so  strictly  given  out  precepts  the  day  before,  to  the  no  little 
slander  and  shame,  as  Matthew  Paris  doth  write,  of  the  whole  clergy. 

Unto  a.d.  1125,  lived  Henry V.  the  emperor,  after  he  had  reigned 
twenty  years,  dying  without  issue,  as  is  before  mentioned.  Next 


arum,  et  omnium 
lororcm, 


fi)  "  Prcabvteria,  dlaconibua,  lubdiaconibua,  et  canonic!*,  uxorum,  concuoinarum,  et 
imino  ItvmiusLrum  cantubcrnla,  anthoritate  apoatolica  inliibcmu*.  pncler  matrero,  aut 

aut  Huamodi    quae  otnnino  carrant  suspicion*.     Et  qui  decreti  hujiu  violator 
- — ■-  vci  con -v  ictus)  ruinam  ordinin  patiatur.    Inter  con»an(Cuincoa  »cu  affinltate 
i  ■cptimam  genentioaem,  matrimonia  contrahi  prohibemua." 
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He»rf  i.  after  Henry,  the  imperial  crown  came  unto  Lothairc,  duke  of 
A  IX  Saxony. 

1133*.  Certain  histories  make  mention  of  one  Arnuiph,  in  the  time  of 
this  Pope  Honorius  II.  Some  say  he  was  archbishop  of  Lugdune, 
as  Hugo,  Platina,  Sabcllicus.  Trithimius  saith  he  was  a  priest,  whose 
history,  as  it  is  set  forth  in  Trithimius,  I  will  briefly  in  English 
™eor'"  exPrcss*  About  this  time,  saith  he,  in  the  days  of  Honorius  II., 
Arnuiph,  one  Arnuiph,  a  priest,  zealous,  and  of  great  devotion,  and  a  worthy 
pre«her.  preacher,  came  to  Rome,  who,  in  his  preaching,  rebuked  the  dissolute 
and  lascivious  looseness,  incontinency,  avarice,  and  immoderate 
pride  of  the  clergy,  provoking  all  to  follow  Christ  and  his  apostles  in 
their  poverty  rather,  and  in  pureness  of  life.  By  reason  whereof  this 
man  was  well  accepted,  and  highly  liked  of  the  nobility  of  Rome  for 
a  true  disciple  of  Christ ;  but  of  the  cardinals  and  the  clergy  he  was 
no  less  hated  than  favoured  of  the  other,  insomuch  that  privily,  in 
the  night  season,  they  took  him  and  destroyed  him.  This  his 
martyrdom,  saith  he,  was  revealed  to  him  before  from  God  by  an 
angel,  he  being  in  the  desert,  when  he  was  sent  forth  to  preach; 
whereupon  he  said  unto  them  publicly  these  words:  "I  know,"  saith 
he,  "  ye  seek  my  life,  and  know  you  will  make  away  with  me 
privily  :  but  why  ?  Because  I  preach  to  you  the  truth,  and  blame 
your  pride,  stoutness,  avarice,  incontinency,  with  your  unmeasurable 
greediness  in  getting  and  heaping  up  of  riches,  therefore  you  be 
displeased  with  me.  I  take  here  heaven  and  earth  to  witness,  that 
I  have  preached  unto  you  that  which  I  was  commanded  of  the  Lord. 
But  you  contemn  me  and  your  Creator,  who  by  his  only  Son  hath 
redeemed  you.  And  no  marvel  if  you  seek  my  death,  being  a  sinful 
person,  preaching  unto  you  the  truth,  when  if  St.  Peter  were  here 
this  day  and  rebuked  your  vices,  which  do  so  multiply  above  all  mea- 
sure, you  would  not  spare  him  neither."  And  as  he  was  expressing 
this,  with  a  loud  voice  he  said  moreover :  "  For  my  part  I  am  not 
afraid  to  suffer  death  for  the  truth's  sake ;  but  this  I  say  unto  yon, 
that  God  will  look  upon  your  iniquities,  and  will  be  revenged.  You, 
being  full  of  all  impurity,  play  the  blind  guides  to  the  people  com- 
mitted unto  you,  leading  them  the  way  to  hell ;  a  God  nc  is  of 
vengeance.'"  Thus  the  natred  of  the  clergy  being  incensed  against 
him  for  preaching  truth,  they  conspired  against  him,  and  so  laying 

Arnuiph,  wrivy  wait  for  him,  took  him  and  drowned  him.  Sabcllicus  and 
•  matiyr.  pjatjna  j^y  tnev  hanged  him. 

a  »mok       In  the  second  volume  of  the  General  Councils,  printed  at  Cologne, 
Tnp?r-    is  mentioned  a  certain  book  called  "  Opus  Tripartitem,'"  written,  as 
mm™    tne  autaor  supposcth,  above  four  hundred  years  ago,  cither  by  this 
400  yean  Arnuiph,  or  just  about  the  time.1    In  this  book,  the  writer  com- 
plaineth  of  many  enormities  and  abuses  in  the  church.    First,  of  the 
number  of  holidays,  declaring  what  occasions  of  vice  grew  thereby, 
according  unto  the  common  saying  of  naughty  women,  who,  say  they, 
vantage  more  in  one  holiday  than  in  fifty  other  days  besides. 

Item,  he  complaincth  of  the  curious  singing  in  cathedral  churches, 
whereby  manv  be  occasioned  to  bestow  much  good  time,  yea,  many 
years,  about  the  same,  which  otherwise  they  might  give  to  the 
learning  of  better  sciences. 

(I)  Ex  TrithlmJo. 
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Likewise  he  complaineth  of  the  rabble  and  the  multitude  of  R**n  i- 
begging  friars,  and  religious  men  and  professed  women,  showing  ^ .1). 
what  great  occasion  of  idle  and  uncomely  life  cometh  thereof.  Hi S3. 

Also  of  the  inconsiderate  promotion  of  evil  prelates,  and  of  their 
great  negligence  in  correcting  and  reforming  the  evil  demeanour 
of  the  people. 

Item,  of  the  great  wantonness  and  lasciviousness  in  their  servants 
and  families,  concerning  their  excessive  wearing  of  apparel. 

Item,  he  complaineth  also  of  the  outrageous  and  excessive  gains 
that  prelates  and  others  under  them  take  for  their  seal,  especially  of 
officials,  scribes,  and  such  like ;  who  give  out  the  seal  they  care  not 
how,  nor  wherefore,  so  they  may  gain  money. 

He  complaineth  in  like  manner,  that  prelates  be  so  slack  and 
negligent  in  looking  to  the  residents  in  their  benefices. 

Further,  he  lamenteth  the  rash  giving  of  benefices  to  parsons, 
vicars,  and  curates,  not  for  any  godliness  or  learning  in  them,  but 
for  favour  or  friendship,  or  intercession,  or  else  for  hope  of  some 
gain,  whereof  springeth  this  great  ignorance  in  the  church. 

After  this,  he  noteth  in  prelates,  how  they  waste  and  expend  the 
goods  of  the  church  in  superfluities ;  or  upon  their  kinsfolks,  or 
other  worse  ways,  which  should  rather  be  spent  on  the  poor. 

Next,  in  the  tenth  chapter  he  complaineth,  that  through  the 
negligence  of  men  of  the  church,  especially  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
the  hooks  and  monuments  of  the  old  councils,  and  also  of  the  new, 
are  not  to  be  found,  which  should  be  reserved  and  kept  in  all 
cathedral  churches. 

Item,  that  many  prelates  be  so  cold  in  doing  their  duties.  Also  he 
reproacheth  the  unchaste  and  voluptuous  demeanour  of  ecclesiastical 
persons,  by  the  examples  of  storks,  whose  nature  is,  saith  he,  that  if 
any  of  their  company,  leaving  his  own  mate,  joineth  with  any 
other,  all  the  rest  fly  upon  him,  whether  it  be  he  or  she,  beat  him, 
and  pluck  his  feathers  off:  "  What  then,"  saith  he,  "  ought  good 
prelates  to  do  to  such  a  person  of  their  company,  whose  filthincss 
and  corrupt  life  both  defile  so  many,  and  stinketh  in  the  whole 
church  ?" 

Again,  forasmuch  as  we  read  in  the  second  book  of  Esdras,  (chap,  ix.)  Amend- 
that  he,  purging  Israel  of  strange  women,  began  first  with  the  priests ;  {j1™^ 
so  now  likewise  in  the  purging  and  correcting  of  all  sorts  of  men,  to  ben™ 
first  the  purgation  ought  to  begin  with  these,  according  as  it  is  prie»u.e 
written  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  "Begin  first  with  my  sanctuary,1"  &c. 

Moreover,  how  that  in  the  time  of  Philip,  king  of  France,  the  The 
whole  realm  was  interdicted,  for  that  the  king  had  but  one  woman  p^Ze* 
instead  of  his  wife,  who  was  not  his  wife  by  law.    And  again,  seeing  Jsj**^ 
in  these  our  days  the  king  of  Portugal  hath  been  sequestered  froi  U  Kinjr  of 
his  dominion,  by  the  authority  of  the  church,  being  thought  not  Kjjfl 
sufficient  to  govern  :  what  then  ought  to  be  said  to  that  prelate 
who  abuscth  other  men's  wives,  and  virgins  and  nuns,  who  also  is 
found  unable  and  insufficient  to  take  upon  him  the  charge  of  souls  ? 

About  a.d.  1128,  the  orders  of  the  knights  of  the  Rhodes,  called  Knfchu 
Johannitcs,  also  the  order  of  Templars,  rose  up.  p^- 
After  Honorius,  next  in  the  same  usurpation  succeeded  Pope  «* 
Innocent  II.,  a.d.  1130.    But  as  it  was  with  his  predecessors  before  Pi«. 
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r.'tnr9T.  liim,  that  at  every  mutation  of  new  nopes,  came  new  perturbations, 
\  r>.  and  commonly  never  a  pope  was  elected  but  some  other  was  set 
1135.  up  against  him,  sometimes  two,  sometimes  three  oopes  together,  so 
likewise  it  happened  with  this  Innocent ;  for  after  he  was  chosen,  the 
Hurix-    R°mans  elected  another  pope,  named  Anacletus.     Betwixt  these 
buriy  be-  two  popes  there  was  much  ado,  and  great  conflicts,  through  the 
£££     partaking  of  Roger,  duke  of  Sicily,  taking  Anacletus's  part  against 
Innocent  until  Lothaire  the  emperor  came ;  who,  rescuing  Inno- 
cent, drove  Roger  out  of  Italy.    Our  stories  record,  that  King 
Henry  was  one  of  the  great  helps  in  setting  up  and  mamtaining  this 
Pope  Innocent  against  Anacletus.1 

Amongst  many  other  things,  this  pope  decreed  that  whosoever  did 
strike  a  priest  or  clerk,  being  shaven,  he  should  be  excommunicated, 
and  not  be  absolved  but  only  by  the  pope  himself. 
nt-Mhof  About  the  time  of  doing  these  things,  a.d.  1135,  King  Henry, 
Henry  ii.  being  in  Normandy,  as  some  say,  by  taking  there  a  fall  from  his 
A.IXH35.  horsei  orj  others  say,  by  taking  a  surfeit  in  eating  lampreys,  fell 
sick  and  died,  after  he  had  reigned  over  the  realm  of  England  five 
and  thirty  years  and  odd  months,  leaving  for  his  heirs  Matilda,  the 
empress,  his  daughter,  with  her  young  son  Henry  to  succeed  him,  to 
whom  all  the  prelates  and  nobility  of  the  realm  were  sworn.  But, 
contrary  to  their  oath  made  to  Matilda,  in  the  presence  of  her  father 
before,  William,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  nobles  of  the 
realm,  crowned  Stephen,  earl  of  Boulogne,  and  sisters  son  to  King 
Henry,  upon  St.  Stephen's  day,  in  Christmas  week  ;  which  archbishop 
the  next  year  after  died,  being,  as  it  was  thought,  justly  punished  for 
his  perjury.  And  many  other  lords,  who  did  accordingly,  went  not 
quit  without  punishment.  In  the  like  justice  of  punishment  is 
numbered  also  Roger,  bishop  of  Salisbury ;  who,  contrary  unto  his 
oath,  being  a  great  doer  in  the  coronation  of  Stephen,  was  appre- 
hended of  the  same  king,  and  miserably,  but  justly,  extermined. 

A  certain  written  English  story3  I  have,  which  addeth  more,  and 
saith,  that  King  Stephen,  having  many  foes  in  divers  quarters  keeping 
their  holds  and  castles  against  him,  went  to  Oxford,  and  took  the 
The  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  put  a  rope  about  his  neck,  and  so  led  him 
of'sTrlim  to  the  castle  of  Vies,  that  was  his,  and  commanded  them  to  render 
•nd  Lin-  Up  tue  ^i]^  or  }ie  would  slay  and  hang  their  bishop.  Which  castle 
being  given  up,  the  king  took  the  spoil  thereof.  The  like  also  he 
did  unto  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  named  Alexander ;  whom  in  like 
manner  he  led  in  a  rope  to  a  castle  of  that  bishop's,  that  was  upon 
Trent,  and  bade  them  deliver  up  the  castle,  or  else  he  would  liang 
their  lord  before  their  gate.  Long  it  was  before  the  castle  was  given 
up ;  yet  at  length  the  king  obtaining  it,  there  entered  and  took  all 
the  treasure  of  the  bishop,  &c.  Roger  Hovedcn*  and  Fabian 
alleging  a  certain  old  author,  whom  I  cannot  find,  refer  a  great  cause 
of  this  penury  unto  one  Hugh  Bigot,  sometime  steward  with  King 
Henry ;  who,  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  said  Henry,  came 
into  England,  and  before  the  said  archbishop,  and  other  lords  of  the 
land,  took  wilfully  an  oath,  and  swore,  that  he  was  present  a  little 
before  the  king's  death,  when  King  Henry  admitted  for  his  heir,  to 


(3)  Roger  Moved,  in  Vit. 


(J)  Ex  Chron.  Anrli.  incerti  a 
Ster-h.    Ex  P»fc  in  Vtt.  Stcph, 
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be  king  after  him,  Stephen  his  nephew,  forasmuch  as  Matilda  his  s'n>^>- 

daughter  had  discontented  him.    Whereunto  the  archbishop,  with  A.I). 

the  other  lords,  gave  too  hasty  credence.    But  this  Hugh,  saith  1 1 35. 

he,  scaped  not  unpunished,  for  he  died  miserably  in  a  short  time 
after.1  Albeit  all  this  mav  be  supposed  rather  to  be  wrought  not 
without  the  practice  of  tfenry,  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  other 
prelates  by  his  setting  on,  which  Henry  was  brother  to  King 
Stephen. 


STEPHEN.* 

Thus,  when  King  Stephen,  contrary  unto  his  oath  made  before  a.  I), 
to  Matilda,  the  empress,  had  taken  upon  him  the  crown,  as  is  above  1130. 
said,  he  swore  before  the  lords  at  Oxford,  that  he  would  not  hold 
the  benefices  that  were  voided,  and  that  he  would  remit  the  Dane- 
gilt,  with  many  other  things,  which  afterwards  he  little  performed. 
Moreover,  because  he  dreaded  the  coming  of  the  empress,  he  gave 
license  to  his  lords,  every  one  to  build  upon  his  own  ground  strong  BuiMinB 
castles  or  fortresses,  as  they  liked.    All  the  time  of  his  reign  he  was  °n  Eng." 
vexed  with  wars,  but  especially  with  David,  king  of  the  Scots,  with  Und 
whom  he  was  at  length  accorded  :  but  yet  the  Scottish  king  did  him 
no  homage,  because  he  was  sworn  to  Matilda,  the  empress.  Notwith- 
standing this,  Henry,  the  eldest  son  to  King  David,  did  homage  to 
King  Stephen.    But  he,  after  repenting  thereof,  entered  into  North-  The 
umberland  with  a  great  host,  and  burnt  and  slew  the  people  in  most  0™n',!y 
cruel  wise,  neither  sparing  man,  woman,  nor  child.    Such  as  were  {JJ^jL 
with  child  they  ripped  up  ;  the  children  they  tossed  upon  their  KnKu»h- 
spcars1  points ;  and  laying  the  priests  upon  the  altars,  they  mangled  mcn* 
and  cut  them  all  to  pieces,  after  a  most  terrible  manner.   But  by  the 
manhood  of  the  English  lords  and  soldiers,  and  through  the  means  of 
Thurstin,  archbishop  of  York,  they  were  met  withal,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  slain,  David  their  king  being  constrained  to  give 
to  Henry,  his  son,  as  hostage  for  surety  of  peace.    In  the  mean  time, 
King  Stephen  was  occupied  in  the  south  countries,  besieging  divers 
castles  of  divers  bishops  and  other  lords,  and  took  them  by  force,  and 
fortified  them  with  his  knights  and  servants,  with  intent  to  withstand 
the  empress,  whose  coming  he  ever  feared. 

About  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign,  Matilda,  the  empress,  came  into  a.d.iuo. 
England  out  of  Normandy,  and  by  the  aid  of  Robert,  earl  of  JSjSS" 
Gloucester,  and  Ranulph,  of  Chester,  made  strong  war  upon  King  ggjjf 
Stephen.    In  the  end  the  king's  party  was  chased,  and  himself  taken  win* 
prisoner,  and  sent  to  Bristol,  there  to  be  kept  in  sure  hold.    The  Stephen' 
same  day  when  King  Stephen  should  join  his  battle,  it  is  said  in  a  Jjj^1*1* 
certain  old  chronicle  before  mentioned,  that  he  being  at  the  mass 
(which  then  the  bishop  of  Lincoln  said  before  the  king),  as  he  went 
to  offer  up  his  taper,  it  brake  in  two ;  and  when  the  mass  was  done, 
(at  what  time  the  king  should  have  been  houseled)  the  rope  whereby 
the  pix*  did  hang  did  break,  and  the  pix  fell  down  upon  the  altar. 

(1)  Ex  PabUn. 

(2)  Edition  1563,  p.  M.    Ed.  1583,  p.  200.    Ed.  1594,  p.  182.    Ed.  1684,  »ol.  t.  p.  226.- Ed. 

(3)  The  pix  la  *  mull  box  containing  the  consecrated  wafer,  which  the  paptaU  call  the  hoat,  to 
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step**.     After  this  battle,  the  queen, King- Stephen's  wife,  lying  then  in  Kent, 
\  D   made  great  labour  to  the  empress  and  her  council,  to  have  the  king 
1141.  delivered  and  put  into  some  house  of  religion,  but  could  not  obtain 
it.    Also  the  Londoners  made  great  suit  to  the  said  empress,  to  have 
and  to  use  again  St.  Edward's  laws,  and  not  the  laws  of  her  father, 
which  were  more  strict  and  strange  unto  them  than  the  others.  When 
they  could  not  obtain  this  of  her  and  her  council,  the  citizens  of 
London,  being  therewith  discontented,  would  have  taken  the  empress; 
but  she  having  knowledge  thereof,  fled  privily  from  London  to  Ox- 
ford.   But  the  Kentish-men  and  Londoners,  taking  the  king's  part, 
joined  battle  against  the  empress ;  when  the  aforesaid  Robert,  earl  of 
Stephen,  Gloucester,  and  base  brother  to  the  empress,  was  taken,  and  so,  by 
be'rt.  wi  exchange,  both  the  king  and  earl  Robert  were  delivered  out  of  prison. 

de-  Then  Stephen,  without  delay  gathering  to  him  a  strong  army,  straitly 
iivere<i  by  pursued  the  aforesaid  Matilda,  or  Maud,  with  her  friends,  besieging 
exc  ange  £nem  jn  ^ne  g^le  0f  Oxford,  in  the  siege  whereof  fell  a  great  snow 
and  frost,  so  hard,  that  a  man  well  laden  might  pass  over  the  water ; 
upon  which  occasion,  the  empress  bctliinking  herself,  appointed  with 
her  friends  and  retinue,  clothed  in  white  sheets,  and  issuing  out  by  a 
postern  gate,  went  upon  the  ice  over  Thames,  and  so  escaped  to 
Wallingford.1  After  this,  the  king  (the  castle  being  gotten),  when 
he  found  not  the  empress,  was  much  displeased,  and  molested  the 
country  round  about  divers  ways.  In  conclusion,  he  pursued  the 
empress  and  her  company  so  hard,  that  he  caused  them  to  fly  the 
realm,  which  was  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign. 
a.d.1  us.  The  second  year  after  this,  which  was  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign, 
there  was  a  parliament  held  in  London,  to  which  all  the  bishops  of  the 
realm  resorted,  and  there  denounced  the  king  accursed,  and  all  those 
with  him,  who  did  any  hurt  to  the  church,  or  to  any  minister  thereof. 
Whereupon  the  king  began  somewhat  to  amend  his  conditions  for  a 
certain  space,  but  afterward,  as  my  story  saith,  was  as  ill  as  he  was 
before ;  but  what  the  causes  were,  my  author  maketh  no  mention. 

To  return  again  to  the  story :  the  empress,  compelled,  as  is  said,  to 
fly  the  realm,  returned  again  into  Normandy,  to  GeorFery  Plantagenet 
her  husband,  who,  after  he  had  valiantly  won  and  defended  the  duchy  of 
Normandy,  against  the  puissance  of  King  Stephen  a  long  time,  ended 
his  life,  leaving  Henry,  his  son,  to  succeed  him  in  that  dukedom.  In 
the  mean  while,  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  the  earl  of  Chester, 
who  were  strong  of  people,  had  divers  conflicts  with  the  king,  inso- 
much that  at  a  battle  at  Wilton,  between  them,  the  king  was  well 
nigh  taken,  but  yet  escaped  with  much  difficulty. 

It  was  not  loner  before  Eustace,  son  to  Kincr  Stephen,  who  had 

tlukc  of  _  O  *  T 

N<>nn»n-  married  the  French  king's  sister,  made  war  on  Duke  Henry  of  Nor- 
JyjJJJ  m&ndy,  but  prevailed  not.  Soon  after,  the  said  Henry,  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy, in  the  quarrel  of  his  mother  Matilda,  with  a  great  puissance 
entered  England,  and  at  the  first  won  the  castle  of  Malmesbury,  then 
the  Tower  of  London,  and  afterward  the  town  of  Nottingham,  with 
other  holds  and  castles,  as  of  Wallingford,  and  other  places.  Thus, 
between  him  and  the  king  were  fought  many  battles,  to  the  great 
annoyance  of  the  realm.  During  tliat  time,  Eustace,  the  king's  son, 
departed ;  upon  which  occasion  the  king  caused  Theobald,  arch- 
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Vnst\op  of  Canterbury,  who  succeeded  next  after  William,  above  men-  sirpAtn. 
turned,  to  make  overtures  to  the  duke  for  peace,  which  was  concluded  ^  ^ 
Wtween  them  upon  this  condition, — that  Stephen,  during  his  lifetime,  1 15 1" 

should  bold  Uie  kingdom,  and  Henry,  in  the  mean  time,  be  proclaimed  

heir  apparent,  in  the  chief  cities  throughout  the  realm.   These  things  Peac* 
done,  Duke  Henry  takcth  his  journey  into  Normandy,  King  Stephen  MnTa 
and  his  son  William  bringing  him  on  his  way,  where  William,  the 
king's  son,  taking  up  his  horse  before  his  father,  had  a  fall,  and  brake  Henry, 
his  leg,  and  so  was  had  to  Canterbury.    The  same  year,  about  Death  of 
October,  King  Stephen,  as  some  say  for  sorrow,  ended  his  life,  after  st^Lm. 
he  had  reigned  nineteen  years  perjuredly. 

As  Theobald  succeeded  William,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  so  in 
York,  after  Thurstin,  succeeded  William,  who  was  called  St.\Villiam 
of  York,  and  was  poisoned  in  his  chalice  bv  his  chaplains. 

In  the  time  of  this  king,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  reign,  Theo- 
bald, archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  legate  to  the  pope,  did  hold 
a  council  in  London.  In  this  council  first  began  new-found  appella- 
tions from  councils  to  the  pope,  found  out  by  Henry,  bishop  of 
Winchester;  for,  as  the  words  of  mine  author  do  record,  "In  Anglia 
narnque  appellationcs  in  usu  non  erant,  donee  eas  Henricus  Winton- 
iensis  episcopus,  dum  legatus  esset,  malo  suo  crudeliter  intrusit.  In 
codem  namquc  concilio  ad  Romani  pontificis  audientiam  ter  appella- 
tum  est,"  &c.  That  is,  "for  appellations  before  were  not  in  use  in 
England,  till  Henry,  bishop  of  Winchester,  being  then  the  pope's 
legate,  brought  them  cruelly  in,  to  his  own  hurt.  For  in  that  council 
appeal  was  thrice  made  to  the  bishop  of  Rome."  a.  d.  1151, 

In  the  time  of  King  Stephen  died  Gratian,  a  monk  of  Bonony,  oratian, 
who  compiled  a  book  called  '  The  Pope's  Decrees ;'  also  his  brother, 
Peter  Lombard,  bishop  of  Paris,  who  is  called  '  the  Master  of  Sen- 
tences,'  compiled  his  four  books  of  the  '  Sentences.'    These  two  pmv 
brethren  were  the  greatest  doers  in  finding  out  and  establishing  this  ^{S^ 
blind  opinion  of  the  sacrament,  that  only  the  similitude  of  bread  and  ^(^n" 
wine  remained,  but  not  the  substance  of  them  ;  and  this  they  call  the 
spiritual  understanding  of  the  mystery,  and  therefore  no  marvel  if  the 
sun  in  those  days  were  seen  black  and  dim. 

Some  also  affirm,  that  Petrus  Comestor,  writer  of  the  Scholastical 
History,  was  the  third  brother  to  these  above-named. 

At  the  same  time,  and  in  the  reign  of  the  said  King  Stephen,  was 
also  Hugo,  surnamcd  11  De  sancto  victore about  which  time,  as 
Polychronicon  reciteth,  lived  and  died  Bernardus  Clarevaliensis. 

The  author  of  the  history  called  '  Jomalensis,'  maketh  also 
mention  of  Hildegard,  the  nun  and  prophetess,  in  Almain,  as  having 
lived  in  the  same  age  ;  concerning  whose  prophecy  against  the  friars, 
hereafter  (by  the  grace  of  Christ)  more  sliall  be  said,  when  we  come 
to  recite  the  order  and  number  of  friars  and  religious  men  crept  into 
the  church  of  Christ. 

Wc  read,  moreover,  of  one  named  Johannes  de  Temporibus,  who, 
by  the  affirmance  of  most  of  our  old  histories,  lived  three  hundred 
and  sixty-one  years,  servant  once  to  Charlemagne,  and  in  the  reign 
of  Stephen  king  of  England  died.1 
In  the  days  also  of  this  king,  and  by  him,  was  builded  the  abbey 

(I)  Polychron.  lib.  vll.  Contiiiuator  Henr.  Hunt.  Jornalcnsia  In  Vita  Stcph.  Nichol.  Triret,  te. 
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suyhen.  0f  Fevcrsham,  where  his  son  and  he  were  buried.  He  builded  the 
A.  D.  monastery  of  Fincrncis,  and  that  of  Fomitancc  ;  also  the  castle  of 
1154.  Wallingford,  with  a  number  of  other  castles. 

During  the  time  of  the  said  King  Stephen,  a.d.  1 1 44,  the  misc- 
cnicWed"  rable  Jews  crucified  a  child  in  the  city  of  Norwich.1 
a  child  at     Much  about  the  same  time  came  up  the  order  of  the  Gilbertincs, 
State  by  one  Gilbert,  son  to  Jacoline,  a  knight  of  Lincolnshire, 
outer-       Mention  hath  been  made  before  of  certain  English  councils  h olden 
tine*.     in  the  time  of  this  king,  where,  in  one  of  them,  under  Theobald  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  it  was  decreed  that  bishops  should  live 
more  discreetly  ;  should  teach  their  flock  more  diligently  ;  that  reading 
of  Scriptures  should  be  more  usual  in  abbeys ;  that  priests  should  not 
The      be  rulers  of  worldly  matters ;  and  that  they  should  learn  and  teach 

the  Lord's  Prayer  and  Creed  in  English.2 
OMdta      Matthew  Paris*  writcth,  how  Stephen,  king  of  England,  in  these 
English,  days  reserved  to  himself  the  right  and  authority  of  bestowing  spiritual 
livings,  and  investing  prelates.    At  that  time,  also,  Lothaire,  the 
emperor,  began  to  do  the  like,  in  recovering  again  the  right  and  pri- 
vilege taken  away  from  Henry,  his  predecessor,  had  not  Bernard  given 
him  contrary  counsel,  a.d.  1188. 
Curing      Here  came  into  the  church  the  manner  of  cursing  with  book,  bell, 
b^k.beii,  and  candle,  devised  in  the  council  of  London,  holden  by  William, 
™ed  can  bishop  of  Winchester,  under  Pope  Celestine,  who  succeeded  after 
Innocent,  a.d.  1144. 

Also  to  Lothaire,  succeeded  in  the  imperial  crown,  Conrad  III.,4  the 
nephew  of  Henry  V.  beforementioncd,  who  alone,  of  many  emperors, 
is  not  found  to  receive  the  crown  at  the  pope's  hand,  a.d.  1188. 

In  the  days  of  this  emperor,  who  reigned  fifteen  years,  were  divers 
opes,  as  Celestine  II.,  Lucius  II.,  Eugene  III.,  at  which  time  the 
tomans  went  about  to  recover  their  former  old  manner  of  choosing 
their  consuls  and  senators.    But  the  popes,  then  being  in  their  run, 
in  no  case  would  abide  it ;  whereupon  arose  many  commotions,  with 
du^ii"  much  C1V^  war  am°ngst  them,  insomuch  that  Pope  Lucius,  sending 
waning  for  aid  to  the  emperor,  who  otherwise  hindered  at  that  time  could  not 
the^'na-  come,  armed  his  soldiers,  thinking  to  invade  them,  or  else  to  destroy 
^      them  in  their  senate-house.    But  this  coming  to  their  knowledge 
beforehand,  the  people  were  all  in  array,  and  much  ado  was  among 
them ;  Pope  Lucius  being  also  among  them  in  the  fight,  and  well 
pelted  with  stones  and  blows,  lived  not  long  after.    Likewise  Pope 
spiritual  Eugene  after  him,  pursuing  the  Romans  for  the  same  matter,  first 
m\™ica-  did  curse  them  witn  excommunication ;  and  afterwards,  when  he 
abused  in  8aw  that  would  not  serve,  he  came  with  his  host,  and  so  compelled 
temporal  them  at  length  to  seek  peace,  and  to  take  his  conditions,  which  were 


(1)  NSchol.  TrWct.  et  alii.  (2)  Malmesb.  (J)  Matth.  Pari*,  lib.  Chron.  It. 

(4)  In  the  reign  of  Conrad,  in  consequence  of  tome  advantages  obtained  by  the  Saracens  In  the 
East,  Bernard  of  Clalrraux,  a  learned  and  eloquent  man,  whose  lecture  to  the  pope  may  be  seen  in 
Dupin's  Eccles.  Hist.  cent,  xli.,  began  to  rouse  the  minds  of  the  western  nations,  and  directed 
their  thoughts  to  the  second  crusade,  a.d.  1M6.  Conrad  HI.,  tin-  emperor  of  Germany,  set  forward 
with  a  numerous  army  to  the  East ;  but  in  November,  in  the  same  year,  he  was  unexpectedly 
attacked  by  the  sultan  of  Iconiura,  and  bis  army  destroyed.  We  are  told  that  his  force  const  tied  of 
70.000  coats  of  mail,  besides  Infantry  and  light-hone.  The  emperor  escaped,  and  Joined  the  French 
king,  Louis  VII.,  at  Ephesus.  Nor  was  the  latter,  who  appeared  at  the  bead  of  a  second  arma- 
ment, more  fortunate  ;  in  January,  the  following  year,  he  too,  through  an  error  in  the  movements 
of  his  troops,  was  surprised  and  defeated,  in  an  impetuous  attack  of  the  Saracens;  the  army  waa 
destroyed,  and  the  king  and  the  emperor  retired  to  Jerusalem.  Eugene  111.  waa  pope  at  thai 
time. — Ed. 
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these:  —  That  they  should  abolish  their  consuls,  and  take  such^«"»^. 
senators  as  he,  by  his  papal  authority,  should  assign  them.  AJX~ 
Then  followed  Anastasius  IV.,  and  after  him  Adrian  IV.,  an  1154. 
Englishman,  by  name  called  Breakspear,  belonging  once  to  St.  Albans.  popc 
This  Adrian  kept  great  stir,  in  like  manner,  with  the  citizens  of  Rome,  £2E 
for  abolishing  their  consuls  and  senate,  cursing,  excommunicating, 
and  warring  against  them  with  all  the  power  he  could  make,  till  in 
time  he  removed  the  consuls  out  of  their  office,  and  brought  them  all 
under  his  subjection.    The  like  business  and  rage  he  also  stirred  up 
against  Apulia,  and  especially  against  the  empire,  blustering  and 
thundering  against  Frederic,  the  emperor,  as  (the  Lord  granting)  you 
shall  hear  anon,  after  we  have  prosecuted  such  matter  as  necessarily 
appertaineth  first  to  the  continuation  of  our  English  story. 

HENRY  THE  SECOND.1 

Henry  II.,  the  son  of  Geoffery  Plantagenet,  and  of  Matilda,  the  A.D. 
empress,  and  daughter  of  King  Henry  I.,  began  his  reign  after  King  1154. 
Stephen,  ami  continued  five  and  thirty  years.    The  first  year  of  his 
reign  he  subdued  Ireland  ;  and  not  long  after,  Thomas  Beeket  was  Thom» 
made  by  him  lord  chancellor  of  England.    This  king  cast  down 
divers  castles  erected  in  the  time  of  King  Stephen.    He  went  into  1^,*^nd 
the  north  parts,  where  he  subdued  William,  king  of  Scotland,  who 
at  that  time  held  a  great  part  of  Northumberland,  as  far  as  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  and  joined  Scotland  to  his  own  kingdom,  from  the  south 
ocean  to  the  north  isles  of  Orcades.  Also  he  put  under  his  dominion 
the  kingdom  of  Wales,  and  there  felled  many  great  woods,  and  made 
the  ways  plain,  so  that  by  his  great  manhood  and  policy  the  seigniory 
of  England  was  much  augmented,  with  the  addition  of  Scotland,  Ire- 
land, the  Orcades  isles,  Britanny,  Poitou,  and  Guienne.  Also  he  had 
in  his  rule  Normandy,  Gascony,  Anjou,  and  Chinon  ;  also  Auvcrgne 
and  the  city  of  Tholouse  he  won,  and  were  to  him  subject.  Over  and 
besides,  by  the  title  of  his  wife  Eleanor,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Poic- 
tou,  he  obtained  the  mount  Pyramc  in  Spain ;  so  that  we  read  of  none 
of  his  progenitors  who  had  so  many  countries  under  his  dominion. 

In  England  were  seen  in  the  firmament  two  suns,  or  (as  it  is  in  Chro- 
nica Chronicorum)  in  Italy  appeared  three  suns  by  the  space  of  three 
hours,  in  the  west;  the  year  following,  a.d.  1 158,  appeared  three  moons, 
whereof  the  middle  moon  had  a  red  cross  athwart  the  face,  whereby 
was  betokened,  in  the  judgment  of  some,  the  great  schism  which 
afterwards  happened  among  the  cardinals,  for  the  election  of  the 
bishop  of  Rome ;  or  else  rather  the  business  between  Frederic,  the  g«w- 
cmpcror,  and  the  popes,  whereof  partly  now  incidently  occasion  givcth  rjjjfctnliM. 
us  to  discourse  after  that  I  have  first  written  of  Gerhardus  and  Dul-  p™^™ 
cinus  Navarensis ;  who,  in  their  time,  according  to  their  gift,  did  Anu- 
eamestly  labour  and  preach  against  the  church  of  Rome,  defending  r>" 
and  maintaining,  that  prayer  was  not  more  holy  in  one  place  than 
in  another ;  that  the  pope  was  antichrist ;  that  the  clergy  and  prelates 
of  Rome  were  rejected,  and  the  very  whore  of  Babylon  prefigured  in 
the  Apnealvpse,  &c.  Peradventure  these  had  received  some  light  of 
knowledge  of  the  Waldcnses,  who,  at  length,  with  a  great  number  of 

11)  Edition  li6S,  p.  S5.    Ed.  ISM.  p.  MS.   Ed.  1506,  p.  183.    Ed.  16M,  vol.  L  p. ! 
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Henry  ii.  ^ucjr  followers,  were  oppressed  and  slain  by  the  pope.1  And  although 
A.D.  some  inconvenient  points  of  doctrine  and  dishonesty  in  their  asscm- 
11 55.  blics  be  against  them  alleged  by  some,  yet  these  times  of  ours  do 
"  teach  us  sufficiently  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  such  popish  slanders, 
forged  rather  through  hatred  of  true  religion,  than  upon  any  judgment 
of  truth.    Illiricus,  in  his  book  H  De  tcstibus,""  referrcth  the  time  of 
these  two  to  a.d.  1280 ;  but,  as  I  find  in  the  story  of  Robert  Gis- 
burne,  these  two,  about  a.  d.  1158,  brought  thirty  with  them  into 
England,  who,  by  the  king  and  the  prelates,  were  all  burnt  in  the 
forehead,  and  so  driven  out  of  the  realm,  and  afterwards,  as  Illiricus 
writeth,  were  slain  by  the  pope. 
Fminic      And  now,  according  to  my  promise  premised,  the  time  requireth 
fZT    to  proceed  to  the  history  of  Frederic  I.,  called  Barbarossa,  successor 
emperor.  i0  Conrad  in  the  empire,  who  marched  up  to  Italy,  to  subdue  there 
certain  rebels.    The  pope,  hearing  that,  came  with  his  clergy  to  meet 
him  by  the  way,  in  a  town  called  Sutrium,  thinking  by  him  to  find 
The  pope  aid  against  his  enemies.    The  emperor,  seeing  the  bishop,  lighteth 
tut'the"1  fr°m       horse  to  receive  him,  holding  the  stirrup  to  the  prelate  on 
tli'dT'0'  ^c       8^e>  w^en  ^e  snould  have  held  it  on  the  right,  whereat  the 
i»oid  hi*  pope  showed  himself  somewhat  aggrieved.    The  emperor,  smiling, 
Iltmip.    excused  himself,  by  saying,  that  he  was  never  accustomed  to  hold 
stirrups ;  and  seeing  it  was  done  only  of  good  will,  and  of  no  design, 
it  was  the  less  matter  what  side  of  the  horse  he  held.  The  next  day, 
to  make  amends  to  the  bishop,  the  emperor  sending  for  him,  received 
him,  holding  the  right  stirrup  to  the  prelate,  and  so  all  the  matter 
was  made  whole,  and  he  the  pope's  own  white  son  again. 
The  After  this,  as  they  were  come  in  and  sat  together,  Adrian,  the  pope, 

jwiiw d  beginneth  to  declare  to  him  how  his  ancestors  before  him,  such  as 
prince."'  8om?ht  to  the  see  of  Rome  for  the  crown,  were  wont  always  to  leave 
nether  behind  them  some  special  token  or  monument  of  their  benevolence 
law!"    for  the  obtaining  thereof,  as  Charlemagne,  in  subduing  the  Lom- 
bards ;  Otho,  the  Berengarians ;  Lothairc,  the  Normans,  &c. ;  where- 
fore he  required  some  benefit  to  proceed  likewise  from  him  to  the 
church  of  Home,  in  restoring  again  the  country  of  Apulia  to  the 
church  of  Rome.    Which  thing  if  he  would  do,  he,  for  his  part, 
again  would  do  that  which  appertained  unto  him  to  do ;  meaning  in 
giving  him  the  crown,  for  at  tliat  time  the  popes  had  brought  the 
emperors  to  fetch  their  crown  at  their  hands,  a.  d.  1155. 

Frederic,  with  his  princes,  perceiving  that  unless  he  would  of  his 
own  proper  costs  and  charges  get  back  Apulia  out  of  Duke  William's 
hands,  he  could  not  speed  of  the  crown,  was  fain  to  promise  all  that 
the  pope  required,  and  so  the  next  day  after  he  was  crowned.  This 
done,  the  emperor  rcturneth  into  Germany,  to  refresh  his  army  and 
his  other  furnitures,  for  the  subduing  of  Apulia.    In  the  mean  while 
Adrian,  not  thinking  to  be  idle,  first  giveth  forth  censures  of  excom- 
munication against  William,  duke  of  Apulia  ;  and,  not  content  with 
\v»ritir-  this,  he  sendeth  also  to  Emmanuel,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  in- 
Ihep^p?  censing  him  to  war  against  the  aforesaid  William.    The  duke  pcr- 
more      eeiving  this,  sendeth  to  the  pope  for  peace,  promising  to  restore  to 
jrainfui    him  whatsoever  he  would.    But  the  pope,  through  the  malignant 
counsel  of  his  cardinals,  would  grant  no  peace,  thinking  to  get  more 

(l)  Ex  HivU  GUlrurneiuU. 
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by  war.    The  duke  seeing  nothing  but  war,  preparcth  himself  with  Btnrytt. 
all  expedition  for  the  same.    To  be  brief,  making  all  his  power  out    ^  ^ 
of  Sicily,  he  arrived  at  Apulia,  and  there  puttcth  the  emperor  Em-  1155" 

manuel  to  flight.    This  done,  he  proceedeth  to  the  city  of  Bonaven-  

turn,  where  the  pope  and  his  cardinal  were  looking  for  victory.  He  Th*  m 
planting  there  his  siege,  so  straitly  pressed  the  city,  that  the  pope  d 
and  his  cardinals  were  glad  to  entreat  for  peace,  which  they  refiiscd 
before.  The  duke  granted  them  peace  upon  certain  conditions,  that 
is,  that  he  should  not  invade  such  possessions  as  belonged  to  Rome, 
and  that  the  pope  should  make  him  king  of  both  Sicilies.  So  the 
matter  was  concluded,  and  they  departed.  The  bishop,  coming  to 
Rome,  was  no  less  troubled  there  about  their  consuls  and  senators, 
insomuch  that  when  his  curses  and  excommunications  could  not  prevail 
nor  serve,  he  was  fain  to  leave  Romes  and  removed  to  Ariminum. 

The  emperor  all  this  while  sitting  quietly  at  home,  began  to 
consider  within  himself,  how  the  pope  had  extorted  from  the 
emperors,  his  predecessors,  the  investing  and  endowing  of  prelates ; 
how  he  had  pilled  and  polled  all  nations  by  his  legates,  and  also  had 
heen  the  sower  of  seditions  through  all  his  empery;  he  began 
therefore  to  require  of  all  the  bishops  of  Germany  homage,  and  an 
oath  of  their  allegiance  ;  commanding  also  that  the  pope's  legates,  if 
they  came  into  Germany  without  his  sending  for  them,  should  not  The  god- 
be  received  ;  charging,  moreover,  all  his  subjects  that  none  of  them  cLdi^ 
should  appeal  to  Rome.  Besides  this,  in  his  letters  he  set  and 
prefixed  his  name  before  the  pope's  name ;  whereupon  the  pope, 
being  not  a  little  offended,  directed  his  letters  to  the  aforesaid 
Frederic  the  emperor,  after  this  tenor  and  form  as  following. 

Copies  of  the  Letters  between  Adrian,  the  pope,  and  Frederic, 

the  emperor.1 

Adrian,  bishop,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  Frederic  the  emperor, 
health  and  apostolical  benediction.  The  law  of  God,  as  it  promiscth  to  them 
that  honour  father  and  mother  lone  life,  so  it  thrcateneth  the  sentence  of  death 
to  them  that  curse  father  and  mother.  We  are  taught,  by  the  word  of  truth, 
that  every  one  that  cxalteth  himself,  shall  be  brought  low.  Wherefore,  my 
well-beloved  son  in  the  Lord,  we  marvel  not  a  little  at  your  wisdom,  in  that 
you  seem  not  to  show  that  reverence  to  blessed  St.  Peter,  and  to  the  holy 
church  of  Rome,  which  you  ought  to  show.  For  why  ?  In  your  letters  sent  to  The  em- 
us, you  prefer  your  own  name  before  ours,  wherein  you  incur  the  note  of 
insolency,  yea  rather,  to  speak  it,  of  arrogancy.  What :  should  I  here  recite  before  th« 
unto  you  the  oath  of  your  fidelity,  which  you  sware  to  blessed  St.  Peter,  and  to  P°P«'»- 
us,  and  how  you  observe  and  keep  the  same  ?  Seeing  you  so  require  homage 
and  allegiance  of  them  that  be  gods,  and  all  the  sons  of  the  High  God,  and 
presume  to  join  their  holy  lands  with  yours,  working  contrary  to  us  ;  seeing 
also  you  exclude,  not  only  out  of  your  churches,  but  also  out  of  your  cities, 
our  cardinals,  whom  we  direct  as  legates  from  our  side ;  what  shall  I  say  then 
unto  you  ?  Amend  therefore,  I  advise  you,  amend ;  for  while  you  go  about  to 
obtain  of  us  your  consecration  and  crown,  and  to  get  those  things  you  have 
not,  I  fear  much  your  honour  will  lose  the  tilings  you  have.  Thus  fare  yc 
well. 

The  Answer  of  Frederic  the  emperor  to  the  pope.1 

Frederic,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Roman  emperor,  ever  Augustus,  unto 
of  the  Roman  church,  and  unto  all  such  as  be  willing  to  cleave 


/11  »,!ri  m  us  Episcopus,  servus  servorum  Dei,  Fmterieo  Imperalori  Mlutem,  et 
nJdietioavm  &c.    The  Latin  copy  of  thl«  letter  in  the  edition  of  1503,  p.  J6.-ED. 
^Tliis  letter  In  Latin,  .ppwr.  In  the  edition  of  l*J3,  p.  " 
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Henry  n.  unto  those  tilings  which  Jesus  began  to  work  and  teach,  greeting.  The  law  of 
justice  giveth  to  every  person  accordingly  tliat  which  is  his ;  neither  do  we 
derogate  from  our  parents,  of  whom,  according  as  we  have  received  this  our 
_  dignity  of  the  imperial  crown  and  governance,  so  in  the  same  kingdom  of  ours 
we  do  render  then*  due  and  true  honour  to  them  again.  And  foraamuch  as  duty 
in  all  sorts  of  men  is  to  be  sought  out,  let  us  see  first  in  the  time  of  Constantine, 
(Silvester  then  being  bishop  of  Rome,)  what  patrimony  or  regality  he  had  of  his 
own,  due  to  liim,  that  he  might  claim.  Did  not  Constantine,  of  his  liberal  benignity, 
give  liherty,  and  restore  peace  unto  the  church  ?  and  whatsoever  regality  or 
patrimony  the  see  of  your  papacy  hath,  was  it  not  by  the  donation  of  princes 

Even  unto  them  ?  Revolve  and  turn  over  the  ancient  Chronicles  (if  either  you 
ive  not  read,  or  neglected  that  we  do  affirm) ;  there  it  is  to  be  found.  Of 
those  who  be  gods  by  adoption,  and  hold  our  lordships  of  us ;  why  may  we  not 
justly  require  their  homage,  and  their  sworn  allegiance,  when,  as  he  which  is 
both  your  Master  and  ours,  taking  nothing  of  any  king  or  any  man,  but  giving 
all  goodness  to  all  men,  paid  toll  and  tribute  for  him  and  Peter,  unto  Caesar  ? 
giving  you  example  to  do  the  like.  And  therefore  he  saith  to  you  and  all  men, 
"  Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  humble  of  heart."  &c.  Wherefore  either 
render  again  your  lordships  and  patrimonies  which  ye  hold  of  us,  or  else  if  ye 
lind  them  so  sweet  unto  you,  then  give  that  which  is  due  to  God,  unto  God  ; 
and  that  which  is  due  to  Ccesar,  unto  Ca?sar.  As  for  your  cardinals,  we  shut 
them  out  both  of  churches  and  cities,  for  that  we  sec  them  not  preachers,  but 
prowlers ;  not  repairers  of  peace,  but  rakers  for  money ;  not  pdlars  and  up- 
holders of  the  church,  but  pollers  insatiable  of  the  world,  and  moylers  of  money 
and  gold.  What  time  we  shall  sec  them  to  be  other  men,  such  as  the  church 
requireth  them  to  be,  members  and  makers  of  peace,  shining  forth  like  lights  to 
the  people,  assisting  poor  and  weak  men's  causes  in  the  way  of  equity,  then 
shall  they  tind  us  prest  and  ready  to  relieve  them  with  stipends,  and  all  things 
necessary.  And  whereas  you  infer  such  questions  as  these  unto  secular  men, 
little  conducing  to  religion,  you  incur  thereby  no  little  note  aud  blemish  of  your 
humility,  which  is  keeper  of  all  virtues,  and  of  your  mansuetudc  Therefore 
let  your  fatherhood  beware  and  take  heed,  lest  in  moving  such  matters  as  seem 
to  us  unseemly  for  you,  ye  give  thereby  offence  to  such  as  depend  on  your 
word,  giving  ear  to  your  mouth,  as  it  were  to  an  evening  shower ;  for  we 
cannot  but  tell  you  of  that  we  hear,  seeing  now  the  detestable  beast  of  pride 
doth  creep  into  the  seat  of  Peter;  providing  always  as  much  as  we  may,  by 
God's  grace,  for  the  peace  of  the  church.    Fare  ye  well. 


Upon  this  Adrian  the  pope  directcth  a  bull  against 
excommunicating  him  with  public  and  solemn  ceremonies.  Moreover 
conspiring  with  William,  duke  of  Apulia,  he  sought  all  manner  of 
ways  to  infest  the  emperor,  and  to  set  all  men  against  him,  especially 
the  clergy.  Amongst  many  others  writing  to  Hillinus,  bishop  of 
Treves,  to  Arnulph,  bishop  of  Mentz,  and  to  Frederic,  bishop  of 
Cologne,  he  seekcth  first  to  make  them  of  his  side.  His  epistle  to 
them  soundcth  to  this  effect. 

A  ncdi-       The  empire  of  Rome  was  transferred  from  the  Greeks  to  the  Almains,  so 
proud""    tnat  tnc        °f  Almains  could  not  be  called  emperor,  before  he  were  crowned 
Inter  of   of  the  bishop  apostolical.    Before  his  consecration  he  is  a  king,  afterwards 
to'he1*  emrH?ror'    "hence  hath  he  his  empire  then,  but  of  us  ?    By  the  election  of  his 
bithoptof  princes  he  hath  the  name  of  a  king,  by  our  consecration  he  hath  the  name  of 
Germany,  the  emperor,  of  august,  or  of  Caesar;  ergo,  by  us  he  reigneth  as  emperor. 
Search  ancient  antiquities.    Pope  Zacharias  promoted  Carolus  and  made  nun  a 
great  name,  that  he  was  made  and  called  emperor ;  and  after  that,  the  king  of 
Almains  was  ever  named  emperor  and  advocate  to  the  see  apostolical,  so  that 
Apulia,  conquered  by  him,  was  sulxlued  to  the  bishop  of  Rome ;  which  Apulia, 
with  the  city  of  Rome,  is  ours,  and  not  the  emperor  s.    Our  seat  is  at  Rome ; 
the  seat  of  the  emperor  is  at  Aqius,  in  Arducnna,  which  is  a  wood  in  France. 
Well       The  emperor,  whatsoever  he  hath,  he  hath  it  of  us :  as  Zacharias  did  translate 
anTuke'  *ne  cmPire  from  the  Greeks  to  the  Almains,  so  we  may  translate  it  again  from 
pope.      the  Almains  to  the  Greeks.  Behold,  it  lieth  in  our  power  to  give  it  to  whom  we 
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will.  Wing  therefore  set  up  of  God  above  Gentile*  and  nations,  to  destroy  and  Henry  if. 
pluck  up,  to  build  and  to  plant,"  &cJ 

And  yet  further  to  understand  the  ambitious  presumption  of  this  1157. 
proud  see  of  Rome,  it  so  chanced,  that  this  emperor  Frederic,  at  scripture 
his  first  coming  up  to  Rome,  did  behold  there,  in  the  palace  of 
Jjateran,  a  certain  picture  brought  forth  unto  him,  how  Lothaire  II., 
the  emperor,  was  crowned  of  the  pope,  with  the  inscription  of  certain 
verses  in  Latin,  declaring  how  the  aforesaid  emperor,  coming  to  Rome, 
first  did  swear  to  the  city,  after  was  made  the  pope's  man,  and  so  of 
him  received  the  crown.  Frederic,  offended  with  this  picture,  desired 
the  pope  it  might  be  abolished,  that  it  should  be  no  cause  of  any 
dissension  hereafter.    The  pope  understanding  the  intent  of  the 
emperor,  how  loth  he  was  to  come  under  subjection  to  his  see, 
devised  by  all  crafty  ways  to  bring  it  to  pass ;  and  first  taking  his 
occasion  by  the  bishop  of  Laodicea,  (being  then  detained  in  custody, 
I  cannot  tell  by  whom,)  he  sent  divers  and  sharp  letters  unto  him, 
and  yet  not  so  sharp,  as  proud  and  disdainful;  wherein  the  first 
salutation  by  his  legates  was  this :  M  Our  most  blessed  father,  the 
pope,  greeteth  you,  and  the  universal  company  of  the  cardinals  ;  he, 
as  your  father ;  they,  as  your  brethren."  2    Meaning  thereby  that  he  See  the 
should  understand  himself  to  be  subject  and  underling  to  the  pope,  mSSm£ 
no  less  than  the  cardinals  were.    Moreover,  in  his  letters,  obiectini?  ,ion"f* 

•      11  %  proud 

divers  things  against  him,  he  reciteth  how  many  and  great  benefits  prie«. 
he  had  received  of  the  church  of  Rome,  by  the  which  church  he  had 
obtained  the  fulness  of  his  honour  and  dignity,  &c.  The  emperor, 
with  his  princes,  perceiving  whereunto  the  pope  by  his  legates  did 
shoot,  being  a  prince  of  courage,  could  not  abide  such  intolerable 
presumption  of  a  proud  message,  whereupon  much  contention  fell 
between  the  legates  and  the  princes.  "And  of  whom  then"  say  the 
legates,  "  receiveth  Caesar  the  empire,  if  he  take  it  not  of  the  pope  F" 
With  that  word  the  German  princes  were  so  much  offended,  that,  had 
not  the  emperor  stayed  them  with  much  ado,  they  would  have  used 
violence  against  the  legates.    But  the 


mperor,  not  permitting  that, 
commanded  the  legates  away,  straightly  charging  them  to  make  no 
turn  by  the  way,  to  any  person  or  persons,  but  straight  to  depart 
home.  And  he,  to  certify  the  whole  state  of  the  empire,  of  the  truth 
of  the  matter,  directeth  forth  these  letters  that  follow. 

The  tenor  of  the  Emperors  letter  sent  through  all  his  empire.* 

Forasmuch  as  the  Providence  of  God,  whereon  dependeth  all  power  both 
in  heaven  and  earth,  hath  committed  to  us,  his  anointed,  this  our  regiment  and 
empire  to  be  governed,  and  the  peace  of  his  churches  by  our  imperial  arms  to 
be  protected ;  we  cannot  but  lament  and  complain  to  you,  with  great  sorrow  of 
heart,  seeing  such  causes  of  dissension,  the  root  and  fountain  of  evils,  and  the 
infection  of  pestiferous  corruption  thus  to  arise  from  the  holy  church,  imprinted 
with  the  seal  of  peace  and  love  of  Christ. 

By  reason  whereof  (except  God  turn  it  away),  we  fear  the  whole  body  of 
the  church  is  like  to  be  polluted,  the  unity  thereof  to  be  broken,  and  schism 
and  division  to  be  betwixt  the  spiritual  and  temporal  regiment.    For  we  being 
of  late  at  Bisunze,  and  there  treating  busily  of  matters  pertaining  as  well  to  the 


III  The  Latin  copy  of  thi»  letter  appears  in  the  edition  of  1MJ,  p.  sr.— E». 
ft\  "Salutat  roi  bcatiwlmu*  peter  nosier  papa,  et  universttaa  cardinalium,  ille  ut  pater,  hit  Ut 
rltre,  "    Ex  Kiuicniro.  In  appendice  PriiinRcn. 

W  The  L^tinTopy  of  this  W  i»  also  in  the  edition  of  1M3,  p.  38,-Eo. 
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irenr*  II.  honour  of  our  empire,  as  to  the  wealth  of  the  churches,  there  came  ambassadora 
 of  the  see  apostolical,  declaring  that  they  brought  a  legacy  to  our  majesty  of 

A  -  D«  great  importance,  redounding  to  the  no  small  commodity  of  our  honour  and 

UW.  empire. 

Who  then,  the  first  day  of  their  coming,  being  brought  to  our  presence,  and 
received  of  us  (as  the  manner  is)  with  honour  accordingly,  audience  was  given 
them  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say.  They  forthwith  bursting  out  of  the 
mammon  of  iniquity,  haughty  pride,  stoutness,  and  arrogancy,  out  of  the 
execrable  presumption  of  tneir  swelling  heart,  did  their  message  with  letters 
apostolical,  whereof  the  tenor  was  this:  That  we  should  always  have  before 
our  eyes,  how  that  our  sovereign  lord,  the  pope,  gave  us  the  imperial  crown, 
and  that  it  doth  not  repent  him,  if  so  be  we  nave  received  greater  benefits  at 
his  hand.  And  this  was  the  effect  of  that  so  sweet  and  fatherly  legation,  which 
should  nourish  peace  both  of  the  church  and  of  the  empire,  to  unite  them  fast 
together  in  the  band  of  love. 

At  the  hearing  of  this  so  false,  untrue,  and  most  vain-glorious  presumption  of 
so  proud  a  message,  not  only  the  emperor's  majesty  conceived  indignation,  but 
also  all  the  princes  there  present  were  moved  with  such  anger  and  rage 
thereat,  that  if  our  presence  and  request  had  not  stayed  them,  they  would  not 
have  held  their  hands  from  these  wicked  priests,  or  else  would  have  proceeded 
with  sentence  of  death  against  them. 

Furthermore,  because  a  great  number  of  other  letters  (partly  written  alreadv, 
partly  with  seals  ready  signed,  for  letters  to  be  written  according,  as  they  should 
think  good,  to  the  churches  of  Germany)  were  found  about  them,  whereby  to 
work  their  conceived  intent  of  iniquity  here  in  our  churches,  to  spoil  the  altars, 
to  carry  away  the  jewels  of  the  church,  and  to  flay  off  the  limbs  and  plates  of 
Note  here  goMea  crosses,  &c. :  to  the  intent  their  avaricious  meaning  should  have  no 
•  mm-  further  power  to  reign,  we  gave  them  commandment  to  depart  the  same  way 
Sean  in  a        came'  now»  seeing  our  reign  and  empire  standeui  upon  the  election 

valiant"  *  of  prmces,from  God  alone,  who  in  the  passion  of  his  Son,  subdued  the  world  to 


emperor :  be  governed  with  two  swords  necessary  ;  and,  again,  seeing  Peter,  the  apostle, 
pie  for'aH  nat"  80  informed  the  world  with  this  doctrine,  "  Dcum  timete,  regem  honorifi- 
prlncet  to  cate:"  that  is,  "  Fear  God,  honour  your  king :"  therefore,  who  so  saith  that  we 
follow.  j,ave  and  possess  our  imperial  kingdom  by  the  benefit  of  the  lord  pope,  is 
contrary  both  to  the  ordinance  of  God,  and  to  the  doctrine  of  Peter,  and  also 
shall  be  reproved  for  a  liar. 

Therefore  as  our  endeavour  hath  been  heretofore  to  help  and  to  deliver  the 
servile  captivity  of  churches  out  of  the  hand,  and  from  the  yoke,  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  to  maintain  the  right  of  their  liberties  and  dignities,  we  desire  you 
all  with  your  compassion  to  lament  with  us  this  slanderous  ignominy  inferred 
to  us  and  our  kingdom,  trusting  that  your  faithful  good-will,  which  hath  been 
ever  trusty  to  the  honour  of  this  empire  (never  yet  blemished  from  the  first 
beginning  of  this  city,  and  of  religion,)  will  provide,  that  it  shall  have  no  hurt 
through  the  strange  novelty  and  presumptuous  pride  of  such.  Which  thing 
rather  than  it  should  come  to  pass,  know  you  this  for  certain,  I  had  rather 
the  danger  of  death,  than  suffer  such  confusion  to  happen  in  our  days. 


This  letter  of  Ccesar  fretted  the  pope  not  a  little,  who  wrote  again 
to  the  bishops  of  Germany,  accusing  the  emperor,  and  willing  them 
to  work  against  him  what  they  could.  They  answer  again  Vrith  all 
obedience  to  the  pope,  submitting  themselves,  and  yet  excusing  the 
emperor,  and  blaming  him  rather,  and  exhorted  him  henceforth  to 
temper  his  letters  and  legacies  with  more  gentleness  and  modesty ; 
which  counsel  he  also  followed,  perceiving  otherwise  that  he  could 
not  prevail. 

Much  trouble  had  good  Frederic  with  this  pope,  but  much  more 
with  the  other  that  followed.    For  this  pope  continued  not  very 
The  order  long,  the  space  only  of  four  years  and  odd  irmnths.    About  his  time 
rose  up  the  order  of  the  hermits,  by  one  William,  once  duke  of 
Aquitania,  and  afterwards  a  friar.    This  Adrian,  walking  with  his 
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cardinals  abroad,  to  a  place  called  Anagnia,  or  Arignanum,  as  Vola-  Jie*rVn. 
teran  calleth  it,  chanced  to  l>e  choked  with  a  fly  getting  into  his  A  j> 
throat,  and  so  was  strangled ;  who,  in  the  latter  time  of  his  papacy,  1 159. 
was  wont  to  say,  that  there  is  no  more  miserable  kind  of  life  in  the  Xhejud|{. 
earth,  than  to  be  pope,  and  to  come  to  the  papacy  by  blood  ;  that  is,  ™ent  a{ 
said  he,  not  to  succeed  Peter,  but  rather  Romulus,  who,  to  reign  ril! 
alone,  did  slay  his  brother.  m. 

Although  this  Adrian  was  bad  enough,  yet  came  the  next  much  worse,  ^^,c,0 
one  Alexander  III.,  who  yet  was  not  elected  alone ;  for  beside  him  the  RMniua 
emperor,  with  nine  cardinals,  (albeit  Sabellicus  saith  but  with  three,)  prt"r!° 
did  set  up  another  pope,  named  Victor  IV.  Between  these  two  popes 
arose  a  foul  schism  and  great  discord,  and  long  continued,  insomuch 
that  the  emperor  being  required  to  take  up  the  matter,  sent  for  them 
both  to  appear  before  him,  that  in  hearing  them  both  he  might  judge 
their  cause  the  better.    Victor  came,  but  Alexander,  disdaining  that 
his  matter  should  come  in  controversy,  refused  to  appear.  Hereupon 
the  emperor,  with  a  full  consent  of  his  bishops  and  clergy  about  him, 
assigned  and  ratified  the  election  of  Victor  to  stand,  and  so  brought 
him  into  the  city,  there  to  be  received  and  placed.  Alexander  flying  Aie«n 
into  France,  accused  them  both,  sending  his  letters  to  all  Christendom  JjJ  ^" 
against  them,  as  men  to  be  avoided  and  cast  out  of  all  christian  «npcror. 
company.  Also,  to  get  him  friends  at  Rome,  by  flattery  and  money 
he  got  on  his  side  the  greatest  part  of  the  city,  both  to  the  favouring 
of  him,  and  to  the  setting  up  of  such  consuls  as  were  for  his  purpose. 
After  this,  Alexander,  coming  from  France  to  Sicily,  and  from  thence 
to  Rome,  was  there  received  with  much  favour,  through  the  help  of 
Philip  the  French  king. 

The  emperor,  hearing  this  rebellion  and  conspiracy  in  Rome,  a.d.Iim, 
removed  with  great  power  into  Italy,  where  he  had  destroyed  divers 
great  cities.  Coming  at  length  to  Rome,  he  required  the  citizens 
that  the  cause  betwixt  the  two  popes  might  be  decided,  and  that  he 
who  had  the  best  right  might  be  taken.  If  they  would  so  do,  he 
would  restore  again  that  which  he  took  from  them  before.  Alexander, 
mistrusting  his  part,  and  doubting  the  wills  of  the  citizens,  and 
having  ships  ready  prepared  for  him,  from  William,  duke  of  Apulia, 
fetehed  a  course  about  to  Venice. 

To  declare  here  the  difference  in  histories,  between  Blondus, 
Sabellicus,  and  the  Venetian  chroniclers,  with  other  writers,  concerning 
the  order  of  this  matter,  I  will  overpass.  In  this  most  do  agree, 
that  the  pope  being  at  Venice,  and  required  to  be  sent  by  the 
Venetians  to  the  emperor,  they  would  not  send  him.  Whereupon 
Frederic  the  emperor  sent  thither  his  son  Otho,  with  men  and  ships 
well  appointed,  charging  him  not  to  attempt  any  thing  before  his 
coming.  The  young  man,  more  hardy  than  circumspect,  joining  with 
the  Venetians,  was  overcome,  and  so  taken,  was  brought  into  the 
citv.    Hereby  the  pope  took  no  small  occasion  to  work  his  feats. 

The  father,  to  help  the  captivity  and  misery  of  his  son,  was 
compelled  to  submit  himself  to  the  pope,  and  to  entreat  for  peace : 
so  the  emperor  coming  to  Venice,  (at  St.  Mark's  church,  where  the 
bishop  was,  there  to  take  his  absolution,)  was  bid  to  kneel  down  at 
thepope's  feet. 

The  proud  pope,  setting  his  foot  upon  the  emperor's  neck,  said 
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Htnrf  u.  the  verse  of  the  psalm,  "  Super  aspidem  et  basiliseura  ambulabis,  et 
A  D   conculcabis  Iconem  et  draconem     that  is,  "  Thou  shalt  walk  upon 
1164.  the  adder  and  on  the  basilisk,  and  shalt  tread  down  the  lion  and  the 
dragon.""    To  whom  the  emperor  answering  again,  said,  "  Non  tibi 
sed  Pctro :w  that  is,  "  Not  to  thee,  but  to  Peter."    The  pope  again, 
The'^pe  "  Et  mihi  et  Petro     "  Both  to  me  and  to  Peter.""    The  emperor, 
the'8  fearing  to  giye  anv  occasion  of  further  quarrelling,  held  his  peace, 
emperor'*  and  so  was  absolved,  and  peace  made  between  them.    The  conditions 
whereof  were  these.    First,  that  he  should  receive  Alexander  for  the 
true  pope.    Secondly,  that  he  should  restore  again  to  the  church  of 
Rome  all  that  he  had  taken  away  before.    And  thus  the  emperor, 
obtaining  again  his  son,  departed. 

Here  as  I  note  in  divers  writers  a  great  diversity  and  variety 
touching  the  order  of  this  matter,  of  whom  some  say  that  the  emperor 
encamped  in  Palestine,  before  he  came  to  Venice,  some  say,  after ;  so 
I  marvel  to  sec  in  Volateran,  so  great  a  favourer  of  the  pope,  such  a 
contradiction,  who  in  his  two  and  twentieth  book  saith,  that  Otho, 
the  emperor's  son,  was  taken  in  this  conflict,  which  was  the  cause  of 
the  peace  between  his  father  and  the  pope.    And  in  his  three  and 
twentieth  book  again  saith,  that  the  emperor  himself  was  taken 
prisoner  in  the  same  battle :  and  so  afterwards,  peace  concluded, 
took  his  journey  to  Asia  and  Palestine.    This  pope,  in  the  time  of 
his  papacy,  which  continued  one  and  twenty  years,  kept  sundry 
Councilor  councils  both  at  Turin  and  at  Lateran,  where  he  confirmed  the  wicked 
The  ^  proceedings  of  Hildebrand  and  others  his  predecessors,  as  to  bind  all 
cierjry     orders  of  the  clergy  to  the  vow  of  chastity  ;  which  were  not  greatly 
to  be  reprehended,  if  they  would  define  chastity  aright.  "  For  whoso 

tity***"  nvctn  not  a  cnaste  ufc"  ^'th  ne^  " is  not  fit  to  be  a  minister."  But 
herein  lieth  an  error  full  of  much  blindness,  and  also  peril,  to  think 
that  matrimony  immaculate,  as  St.  Paul  callcth  it,  is  not  chastity,  but 
only  a  single  life,  that  they  esteem  to  be  a  chaste  life. 

Now  forasmuch  as  our  English  pope-holy  martyr,  called  Thomas 
Becket,  happened  also  in  the  same  time  of  this  Pope  Alexander,  let 
us  somewhat  also  story  of  him,  so  far  as  the  matter  shall  seem  worthy 
of  knowledge,  and  to  stand  with  truth :  to  the  end  that  the  truth 
thereof  being  sifted  from  all  flattery  and  lies  of  such  popish  writers  as 
paint  out  his  story,  men  may  the  better  judge  of  him,  both  what  he 
was,  and  also  of  his  cause. 


Z\)t  tytfrocn  of  ftfyoraal  $eckeu 

If  the  cause  make  a  martyr,  as  is  said,  I  see  not  why  we  should 
esteem  Thomas  Becket  to  die  a  martyr,  more  than  any  others  whom 
the  prince's  sword  doth  here  temporally  punish  for  their  temporal 
deserts.    To  die  for  the  church  I  grant  is  a  glorious  matter.  But 
the  church,  as  it  is  a  spiritual  and  not  a  temporal  church,  so  it  standelh 
B^ket  no  upon  causes  spiritual,  and  upon  a  heavenly  foundation,  as  upon 
martyr.   fajth,  religion,  true  doctrine,  sincere  discipline,  obedience  to  God's 
A.D.HH.  commandments ;  and  not  upon  things  pertaining  to  this  world,  as 
possessions,  liberties,  exemptions,  privileges,  dignities,  patrimonies, 
and  superiorities.    If  these  be  given  to  the  church,  I  pray  God 
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churchmen  may  use  them  well ;  but  if  they  be  not  given,  the  church  Hemrjir. 
cannot  claim  them ;  or  if  they  be  taken  away,  tliat  standcth  in  the  A  p 
prince's  power.  To  contend  with  princes  for  the  same,  it  is  no  1117 
matter,  in  my  mind,  material  to  make  a  martyr,  but  rather  is  it  a  to 
rebellion  against  those  to  whom  we  owe  subjection.  Therefore,  as  I  116<- 
suppose  Thomas  Becket  to  be  far  from  the  cause  and  title  of  a 
martyr,  neither  can  he  be  excused  from  the  charge  of  being  a  plain 
rebel  against  his  prince ;  yet  would  I  have  wished  again  the  law  rather 
publicly  to  have  found  out  his  fault,  than  the  swords  of  men,  not 
bidden  nor  sent,  to  have  smitten  him,  having  no  special  command- 
ment either  of  the  prince,  or  of  the  law  so  to  do.  For  though  the 
indignation  of  the  prince,  as  the  wise  prince  saith,  is  death,  yet  it  is 
not  for  every  private  person  straightways  to  revenge  the  secret  indig- 
nation of  lus  prince,  except  he  be  publicly  authorized  thereunto ;  and 
this  had  been,  as  I  suppose,  the  better  way,  namely,  for  the  laws  first 
to  have  executed  their  justice  upon  him.  Certcs,  it  had  been  the 
safest  way  for  the  king,  as  it  proved  after,  who  had  just  matter 
enough,  if  he  had  prosecuted  his  cause  against  him  ;  and  also  thereby 
his  death  had  been  without  all  suspicion  of  martyrdom,  neither  had 
there  followed  that  shrining  and  sainting  of  him  as  there  did.  Albeit 
the  secret  providence  of  God,  which  govemeth  all  things,  did  sec  this 
way,  percase,  to  be  best  and  most  necessary  for  those  days.  And 
doubtless,  to  say  here  what  I  think,  and  yet  to  speak  nothing  against 
charity,  if  the  emperors  had  done  the  like  to  the  popes  contending 
against  them,  what  time  they  had  taken  them  prisoners ;  that  is,  if 
they  had  used  the  law  of  the  sword  against  them,  and  chopped  off 
the  heads  of  one  or  two,  according  to  their  traitorous  rebellion,  they 
had  broken  the  neck  of  much  disturbance,  which  long  time  after  did 
trouble  the  church.  But  for  lack  of  that,  because  emperors  having 
the  sword,  and  the  truth  on  their  side,  would  not  use  their  sword ; 
but  standing  in  awe  of  the  pope's  vain  curse,  and  reverencing  his  scat 
for  St.  Peters  sake,  durst  not  lay  hand  upon  him,  though  he  were 
never  so  abominable  and  traitorous  a  malefactor:  the  popes,  per- 
ceiving that,  took  upon  them,  not  as  much  as  the  Scripture  would 
give,  but  as  much  as  the  superstitious  fear  of  emperors  and  kings 
would  suffer  them  to  take ;  which  was  so  much,  that  it  past  all  order, 
rule,  and  measure :  and  all,  because  the  superior  powers  either  would 
not,  or  durst  not,  practise  the  authority  given  unto  them  of  the  Lord, 
upon  those  inferiors,  but  suffered  them  to  be  their  masters. 

But,  as  touching  Thomas  Becket,  whatsoever  is  to  be  thought  of 
them  that  did  the  act,  the  example  thereof  yet  bringeth  this  profit 
with  it,  to  teach  all  Romish  prelates  not  to  be  so  stubborn,  irusuch 
matters  not  pertaining  unto  them,  against  their  prince,  unto  whom 
God  hath  subjected  them. 

Now  to  the  story,  which  if  it  be  true  that  is  set  forth  in  Quad-  Tbomaa 
rilogo,  by  those  four,'  who  took  upon  them  to  express  the  life  and  £22*. 
process  of  Thomas  Becket,  it  appeareth  by  all  conjectures,  that  he 
was  a  man  of  a  stout  nature,  severe,  and  inflexible.    What  persuasion 
or  opinion  he  had  once  conceived,  from  that  he  would  in  nowise  be 
removed,  or  very  hardly.    Threatening  and  flatter}'  were  to  him  both 

CI)  Hcrbertua  dm  Boacham,  Jqhaa  Charnot,  Alanui,  abbot  of  Tewkesbury,  William  of  Canter- 
bury. 
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Henmii.  one ;  in  this  point  singular,  following  no  man's  counsel  so  much  as 
A  2)    his  own.    Great  helps  of  nature  there  were  in  him,  if  he  could  have 
1117  used  them  well,  rather  than  of  learning;  albeit  somewhat  skilful 
to    he  was  of  the  civil  law,  which  he  studied  at  Bonony ;  in  memory 
1164-  excellent  good,  and  also  well  broken  in  courtly  and  worldly  matters. 
Besides  this,  he  was  of  a  chaste  and  strait  life,  if  the  histories  be 
true ;  although  in  the  first  part  of  his  life,  being  yet  archdeacon  of 
Canterbury,  and  afterwards  lord  chancellor,  he  was  very  civil, 
courtly,  and  pleasant,  given  much  both  to  hunting  and  hawking, 
according  to  the  guise  of  the  court ;  and  highly  favoured  he  was  of 
his  prince,  who  not  only  had  thus  promoted  him,  but  also  had  com- 
mitted his  son  and  heir  to  his  institution  and  governance.    But  in 
this  his  first  beginning  he  was  not  so  well-beloved,  but  afterwards  he 
was  again  as  much  hated,  and  deservedly,  both  of  the  king,  and  also 
of  the  roost  part  of  his  subjects,  save  only  of  certain  monks  and 
priests,  and  such  others  as  were  persuaded  by  them,  who  magnified 
him  not  a  little  for  upholding  the  liberties  of  the  church ;  that  is,  the 
licentious  life  and  excess  of  churchmen.    Amongst  all  others,  these 
vices  he  had  most  notable,  and  to  be  rebuked ;  he  was  full  of  devo- 
tion, but  without  any  true  religion  :  zealous,  but  clean  without  know- 
what     ledge.    And,  therefore,  as  he  was  stiff  and  stubborn  of  nature,  so 
tfbfind   (a  blind  conscience  being  joined  withal)  it  turned  to  plain  rebellion. 
SStr"11"  ^°  superstitious  he  was  to  the  obedience  of  the  pope,  that  he  forgot 
right      his  obedience  to  his  natural  and  most  beneficent  king :  and  in  main- 
taining, so  contentiously,  the  vain  constitutions  and  decrees  of  men, 
he  neglected  the  commandments  of  God.    But  herein  was  he  most 
of  all  to  be  reprehended,  that  not  only,  contrary  to  the  king's  know- 
ledge, he  sought  to  convey  himself  out  of  the  realm,  being  in  that 
place  and  calling,  but  also,  being  out  of  the  realm,  he  set  matter  of 
discord  between  the  pope  and  his  king,  and  also  between  the  French 
king  and  him,  contrary  to  all  honesty,  good  order,  natural  subjection, 
and  true  Christianity.    Whereupon  followed  no  little  disquictness 
after  to  the  king,  and  damage  to  the  realm,  as  here,  in  process  and 
order  following,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  we  will  declare ;  first  begin- 
ning with  the  first  rising  up  of  him,  and  so  consequently  prosecuting 
in  order  his  story,  as  followeth : — 

And  first,  to  omit  here  the  progeny  of  him  and  of  his  mother, 
named  Rose,  whom  Polydore  Virgil  falsely  nameth  to  be  a  Saracen, 
of  when  indeed  she  came  out  of  the  parts  bordering  near  to  Normandy ; 
to  omit  also  the  fabulous  vision  of  his  mother,  mentioned  in  Robert 
of  Cricklade,  of  a  burning  torch  issuing  out  of  her  body,  and  reaching 
up  to  heaven ;  his  first  preferment  was  to  the  church  of  Branficld, 
which  he  luul  by  the  gift  of  St.  Alban.1  After  that,  he  entered  into 
the  service  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  by  whom  he  was  then 
preferred  to  be  his  archdeacon  ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  said  Theobald, 
he  was  put,  as  a  man  meet  for  his  purpose,  to  King  Henry,  to  bridle 
the  young  king,  that  he  should  not  be  fierce  against  the  clergy ;  whom 
in  process  of  time  the  king  made  lord  chancellor,  and  then  he  left 
playing  the  archdeacon,  and  began  to  i>lay  the  chancellor.  He 
fashioned  his  conditions  like  to  the  king  s  both  in  weighty  matters 
and  trifles ;  he  would  hunt  with  him,  and  watch  the  time  when  the 

<1)E 
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king  dined  and  slept.    Furthermore,  he  began  to  love  the  merry  Henrfii. 
jestings  of  the  court,  to  delight  himself  with  the  great  laud  of  men,  a.D." 
and  praise  of  the  people.    And,  that  I  may  pass  over  his  household  not 
stuff,  he  had  his  bridle  of  silver,  and  the  bosses  of  his  bridle  were  to 
worth  a  great  treasure.    At  his  table,  and  in  other  expenses,  he  1164> 
passed  any  earl :  so  that,  on  the  one  side,  men  judged  him  little  to 
consider  the  office  of  an  archdeacon ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  they 
judged  him  to  use  wicked  doings.    He  played  also  the  good  soldici 
under  the  king  in  Gascony,  and  both  won  and  kept  towns.  When 
the  king  sent  Thomas,  then  being  chancellor,  home  into  England  as 
ambassador  with  other  nobles,  after  the  death  of  the  archbishop,  he 
willed  Richard  Lucy,  one  of  the  chiefs,  to  commend  in  his  name  this 
Thomas  to  the  covent  of  Canterbury,  that  they  might  choose  him 
archbishop ;  which  thing  he  did  diligently.    The  monks  said,  it  was 
not  meet  to  choose  a  courtier  and  a  soldier  to  be  head  of  so  holy  a 
company,  for  he  would  spend,  said  they,  all  that  they  had ;  others 
liad  this  surmise  also,  because  he  was  in  such  great  favour  with  the 
prince,  the  kings  son,  and  was  so  suddenly  discharged  of  the  chan- 
cellorship which  he  had  borne  five  years.    In  the  four  and  fortieth 
year  of  his  age,  on  Saturday  in  Whitsun-week,  he  was  made  priest, 
and  the  next  day  consecrated  bishop,  a.d.  1161. 

As  touching  the  priesthood  of  this  man,  I  find  the  histories  vary :  dwiw- 
for,  if  he  were  beneficed,  and  chaplain  to  Theobald,  and  afterwards 
archdeacon,  as  some  say,  it  is  not  unlikely  but  that  he  was  priest  cle«- 
before ;  and  not,  as  most  of  our  English  stories  say,  made  priest  one 
day,  and  archbishop  the  next. 

But  however  this  matter  passcth,  here  is,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be 
seen,  what  great  benefits  the  king  had  done  for  him,  and  what  great 
love  had  been  between  them  both.  Now,  after  Bccket  was  thus 
promoted,  what  variance  and  discord  happened  between  them, 
remaineth  to  be  shown :  the  causes  of  which  variance  were  divers  and 
sundry. 

As  first,  when,  according  to  the  custom,  the  king's  officers  gathered  The 
of  every  one  hide-money  through  the  realm,  for  the  defence  of  their  Tan*anc« 
own  country,  the  king  would  have  taken  it  to  his  coffers.    But  the  {^».^!n 
bishop  said,  that  which  every  man  gave  willingly,  he  should  not  count  J^^'j* 
as  his  proper  rent.  arch- 

Another  cause  was,  that  where  a  priest  was  accused  of  murder,  and 
the  king's  officers  and  the  friends  of  the  dead  accused  the  priest 
earnestly  before  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  his  diocesan,  to  whom  he 
was  sent,  desiring  justice  to  be  done  on  him,  the  priest  was  nut  to  his 
purgation.  But  when  he  was  not  able  to  defend  himself,  the  bishop 
sent  to  the  archbishop  to  ask  what  he  should  do.  The  archbishop 
commanded  he  should  be  deprived  of  all  ecclesiastical  benefices,  and 
shut  up  in  an  abbey  to  do  perpetual  penance.  After  the  same  sort 
were  divers  others  handled  for  like  causes,  but  none  put  to  death, 
nor  lost  joint,  nor  were  they  burned  in  the  hand,  or  put  to  the  like 
pain. 

The  third  cause  was,  that,  where  a  canon  of  Bruis  did  revile  the 
kings  justices,  the  king  was  offended  with  the  whole  clergy.  For 
these  and  such  like  things,  the  archbishop,  to  pacify  the  king's 
answer,  commanded  the  canon  to  be  whipped  and  deprived  of  his 
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tttnrtii.  benefices  for  certain  years.  But  the  king  was  not  content  with  this 
A  ^  gentle  punishment,  because  it  rather  increased  their  boldness,  and 
1  iW.  therefore  he  called  the  archbishop,  bishops,  and  all  the  clergy,  to 

 assemble  at  Westminster.    When  they  were  assembled  together,  the 

king  earnestly  commanded  that  such  wicked  clerks  should  have  no 
privilege  of  their  clergy,  but  be  delivered  to  the  gaolers,  because  they 
suifercd  so  little  of  the  spiritual  correction ;  and  this  he  said  also 
their  own  canons  and  laws  liad  decreed.  The  archbishop,  coun- 
selling with  his  bishops  and  learned  men,  answered  plausibly  :  and  in 
the  end  he  desired  heartily  the  king's  gentleness,  for  the  quietness  of 
himself  and  his  realm,  that  under  Christ,  our  new  king,  and  under  the 
new  law  of  Christ,  he  would  bring  no  new  kind  of  punishment  into  his 
realm,  upon  the  newly  chosen  people  of  the  Lord,  contrary  to  the  old 
decrees  of  the  holy  fathers  ;  and  oft  he  said,  that  he  neither  ought  nor 
could  suffer  it.  The  king,  moved  therewith,  and  not  without  cause, 
allcgeth  again  and  exacteth  the  old  laws  and  customs  of  his  grand- 
father, observed  and  agreed  upon  by  archbishops,  bishops,  prelates, 
and  other  privileged  persons ;  inquiring  likewise  of  him,  whether  he 
would  agree  to  the  same,  or  else  now,  in  his  reign,  would  condemn 
that  which  in  the  reign  of  his  grandfather  was  well  allowed  ?  To 
which  laws  and  customs  the  said  Thomas  did  partly  consent,  and 
partly  not  consent.  The  copy  of  the .  aforesaid  laws  contains  the 
number  of  eight  or  nine  and  twenty,  whereof  I  thought  here  to  recite 
certain  not  unworthy  to  be  known.* 


The  copy  of  the  old  laws  and  customs  whereunto  Thomas  Becket 

did  consent.1 

I.  That  no  order  should  be  given  to  husbandmen's  children  and  bondmen's 
children,  without  the  assent  or  testimonial  of  them,  which  be  the  lords  of  the 
country  where  they  were  born  and  brought  up  :  and  if  their  sons  become  clerks, 
they  shall  not  receive  the  order  of  priesthood  without  license  of  their  lords. 

II.  And  if  a  man  of  holy  church  hold  any  lay  fee  in  his  hand,  he  shall  do 
therefore  the  king  the  service  that  belongeth  thereto,  as  upon  juries,  assize  of 
lands  and  judgments :  saving  only  at  execution  doing  of  death. 

III.  If  any  man  were  the  king's  traitor,  and  had  taken  to  the  church,  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  king  and  his  officers  to  take  him  out 

IV.  And  if  any  felon's  goods  were  brought  to  holy  church,  that  there  should 
none  such  keep  there  ;  for  every  felon's  goods  be  the  king's. 

(1)  In  the  edition  of  1563,  page  48,  the  following  passage  is  given  in  place  or  the  two  containing 
the  "  old  laws,"  and  the  "  articles  "  above  inserted. 

"  The  copy  and  effect  of  certain  laws  and  constitutions  aet  forth  and  proclaimed  in  the  days  of 
King  Henry  II. 

"  Concerning  the  nomination  and  presentation  unto  beneflcea,  If  any  controversy  shall  arise 
between  the  laity  and  clergy,  or  between  one  spiritual  man  with  another,  the  matter  to  be  brought 
into  the  king's  temporal  court,  and  there  to  be  decided. 

"  Churches,  audi  as  be  defendo  regis,  to  be  given  at  no  time  without  the  aaaent  and  permission 
of  the  king.  *^ 

"  All  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  persons,  being  accused  of  any  crime,  whatsoever  It  be,  cited  by 
the  king  s  justice  to  come  and  appear  in  the  king's  court,  there  to  have  answer,  whether  the  matter 
pertain  to  the  spiritual  court  or  temporal ;  so  that  If  the  said  person  or  persons  be  found  guiUy  and 
convicted  of  any  crime,  the  church  not  to  defend  him  or  succour  him. 

"  No  archbishop  or  bishop,  or  person  being  of  any  ecclesiastical  dignity,  to  attempt  to  go  over  out  of 
the  realm,  without  the  king's  knowledge  or  permission ;  aqd  in  so  doing,  yet  notwithstanding  tar- 
rying in  any  place,  to  be  bound  to  procure  no  damage  either  to  the  king  or  to  the  realm. 

"  Such  goods  or  chattels  as  be  forfeited  to  the  king,  neither  any  sentry  of  church  or  church  yard  to 
detain  them,  contrary  to  the  king's  Justice,  for  that  they  belong  to  the  kmg,  whether  they  be  found 
in  the  church  or  church  yard.'*  Then  follows  the  first  clause  of  No.  1  in  the  copy  of  the  old  saws, 
with  this  observation,  "  Besides  these  constitutions  were  divers  others  also  at  the  same  time  set  forth, 
to  the  number  of  xxix.  in  all ;  but  these  were  the  chief  namely  and  expressly  condemned  by  the 
bishop  of  Rome,  amongst  all  the  rest."— En. 

(X)  Out  of  an  English  chronicle,  aa  It  appeareth,  drawn  out  of  French  by  Earl  Rivers  Lord 
Scale*. 
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V.  That  no  land  should  be  given  to  the  church  or  to  any  house  of  religion,  ywv  //. 
without  the  king's  license.  —— — 

m                                  m                  m  1164. 
These  articles  following,  Thomas  agreed  not  unto.   

I.  If  that  between  a  clerk  and  a  layman  were  any  striving  for  church  goods, 
they  would  the  plea  should  be  done  in  the  king's  court. 

II.  That  neither  bishop  nor  clerk  should  go  out  of  the  land  without  the 
king's  license,  and  then  he  should  swear  upon  a  book  that  he  would  procure  no 
hurt  against  the  king,  or  any  of  his. 

III.  If  any  roan  were  denounced  accursed,  and  were  come  again  to  amend- 
ment, the  king  would  not  that  he  should  be  sworn,  but  only  find  sureties  to 
stand  to  that  which  holy  church  should  award. 

I V.  That  no  man,  who  held  of  the  king  in  chief,  or  in  service,  should  be 
accursed  without  the  king's  license. 

V.  That  all  the  bishoprics  and  abbeys,  that  were  vacant,  should  be  in  the 
king's  hands,  until  such  time  that  he  should  choose  a  prelate  thereto,  and  he 
should  be  chosen  out  of  the  king's  chapels ;  and  first,  before  he  were  confirmed, 
he  should  do  his  homage  to  the  king. 

VI.  If  any  plea  were  brought  to  the  consistory,  they  should  appeal  from 
thence  to  the  archdeacon,  and  from  thence  to  the  bishop's  court,  and  from  the 
bishop's  court  to  the  archbishop's,  and  from  thence  to  the  king,  and  no  further. 
So  that  in  conclusion,  the  complaints  of  holy  church  roust  come  before  the  king, 
and  not  the  pope. 

VII.  That  debts,  that  were  owing  through  troth  plight,  should  not  be 
pleaded  in  spiritual,  but  in  temporal  courts. 

VIII.  That  the  Peter-pence,  which  to  the  pope  were  gathered,  should  be 
taken  to  the  king. 

IX.  If  any  clerk  for  felony  were  taken  and  so  proved,  he  should  be  first 
degraded,  and  then  through  judgment  be  hanged;  or  if  he  were  a  traitor,  be 
drawn. 


Other  laws  and  constitutions  made  at  Clarendon,  in  Normandy, 
a.  d.  1164,  and  sent  to  England,  whereunto  Becket  and  the  pope 
would  not  agree,  the  former  beiog  then  fled  out  of  the  realm. 

I.  If  any  person  shall  be  found  to  bring  from  the  pope,  or  from  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  any  writing  containing  any  interdict  or  curse  against  the 
realm  of  England,  the  same  man  to  be  apprehended  without  delay  for  a  traitor, 
and  execution  to  be  done  upon  the  same. 

II.  That  no  monk  nor  any  clerk  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  over  into  England 
without  a  passport  from  the  king  or  his  justices :  whoso  doth  the  contrary,  that 
man  to  be  attached  and  imprisoned. 

III.  No  man  to  be  so  bold  as  to  appeal  to  the  pope,  or  to  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  out  of  England. 

IV.  That  no  decree  or  commandment,  proceeding  from  the  authority  of  the 
pope,  or  the  bishop  of  Canterbury,  be  received  into  England,  under  pain  of 
taking  and  imprisoning. 

V.  In  general,  to  forbid  any  man  to  carry  over  any  commandment  or 
precept,  either  of  clerk  or  layman,  to  the  pope,  or  to  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  under  pain  of  imprisonment. 

VI.  If  any  bishop,  clerk,  abbot,  or  layman,  shall  do  contrary  to  this  inhi- 
bition, or  will  keep  the  sentence  of  interdicting,  the  same  incontinent  to  be 
thrust  out  of  the  land,  with  all  his  kindred,  and  to  leave  all  his  goods  behind 
him. 

VII.  AU  the  possessions,  goods,  and  chattels,  of  such  as  favour  the  pope  or  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  be  seized  and  confiscated  to  the  king. 

VIII.  All  such  of  the  clergy  as  be  out  of  the  realm,  having  their  rents  and 
profits  out  of  the  land,  to  ne  summoned  and  warned  through  every  shire 
within  three  months  to  repair  home,  or  else  their  rents  and  goods  to  return  to 
the  king. 

IX.  That  St.  Peter's-pence  should  be  no  more  paid  to  the  apostolical  see,  but  be 
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Kmurfti.  reserved  diligently  in  the  king's  coffers,  and  there  to  he  at  his 

"    '  ment1 

A  .U.  Tliat  the  bishops  of  Salisbury  and  Norwich  be  at  the  king's  mercy,  and 

,  be  summoned  by  the  sheriff  and  beadles,  that  they,  before  the  king's  justices,  do 

right  to  the  king  and  his  justices ;  because,  contrary  to  the  statutes  of  Clarendon, 
by  commandment  they  interdicted  the  land  of  Earl  Hugh,  and  published  the 
same  in  their  diocese  without  license  of  the  king's  justices.* 


By  these  and  such  other  laws  and  decrees  it  may  appear,  that  the 
abolishing  of  the  pope  is  no  new  thing  in  the  realm  of  England.  This 
only  difference  there  is,  that  the  pope  being  driven  out  then,  could 
not  be  kept  out  so  long  as  now  he  is.  The  cause  is,  that  the  time 
was  not  yet  come  that  antichrist  should  so  fully  be  revealed  ;  neither 
was  his  wickedness  then  so  fully  ripe  in  those  days,  as  it  hath  been 
now  in  our  time.  Now,  these  things  premised,  let  us  return  to 
where  we  left  off,  namely,  to  the  matter  between  the  king  and 
Thomas  Becket. 

The  communication  and  controversy  between  the  king  and  Thomas 

Becket,  with  his  clergy. 

The  king,  as  is  aforesaid,  conventing  his  nobles  and  clerks  together, 
required  to  have  the  punishment  of  certain  misdoers  of  the  clergy ; 
but  Thomas  Becket  not  assenting  thereunto,  the  king  came  to  this 
point :  to  know  whether  he  would  consent,  with  his  clergy,  that  the 
customs  then  set  forth  in  the  realm  (meaning  the  first  part  of  those 
decrees  above  specified)  should  be  observed.  To  which  the  archbishop, 
consulting  together  with  his  brethren,  givcth  answer  again:  that  he  was 
contented  the  king's  ordinances  should  be  observed,  adding  this  withal, 
Becket't  Salvo  ordine  suo ;  that  is,  sating  his  order.  And  so  in  like  manner  all 
jJJJSi  the  other  bishops  afterwards,  being  demanded  in  order,  answered  with 
dinetun.  the  same  addition,  Salvo  ordine  mo.  Only  Hilary,  bishop  of  Chi- 
chester, perceiving  the  king  to  be  exasperated  with  that  addition, 
instead  of  salvo  ordine,  agreed  to  observe  them  bona  fide.  The  king 
hearing  them  not  simply  to  agree  unto  him,  but  with  an  exception, 
was  mightily  offended ;  who  then  turning  to  the  archbishop  and  the 
prelates,  said,  that  he  was  not  well  contented  with  that  clause  of 
theirs,  salvo  suo  ordine,  which  he  said  was  captious  and  deceitful, 
having  some  manner  of  venom  lurking  under  it;  and  therefore 
required  an  absolute  grant  of  them,  without  any  exception,  to  agree  to 
the  king's  ordinances.  To  this  the  archbishop  answered  again, 
that  they  liad  sworn  unto  him  their  fidelity,  both  life,  body,  and 
earthly  honour,  salvo  ordine  suo ;  and  tliat  in  the  same  earthly 
honour  also  these  ordinances  were  comprehended,  and  to  the 
observing  of  them  they  would  bind  themselves  after  no  other  form, 
but  as  tney  had  sworn  before.  The  king  with  that  was  moved,  and 
all  his  nobility,  not  a  little.  As  for  the  other  bishops,  there  was  no 
doubt  but  they  would  easily  have  relented,  had  not  the  stoutness  of 
the  archbishopmade  them  more  constant  than  otherwise  they  would 
have  been.  The  day  being  well  spent,  the  king,  when  he  could  get 
no  other  answer  of  them,  departed  in  great  anger,  giving  no  word  of 
salutation  to  the  bishops ;  and  likewise  the  bishops,  every  one  to  his 
own  house,  departed.  The  bishop  of  Chichester,  amongst  the  rest, 
was  greatly  rebuked  of  his  fellows  for  changing  the  exception,  contrary 

(1)  Ei  Quadrilogo.  (I) 
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to  the  voice  of  all  the  others.    The  next  day  following,  the  king""»r" 
took  from  the  archbishop  all  such  honours  and  lordships  as  he  had  "XTBT 
given  him  before,  during  the  time  that  he  was  chancellor;  whereby  1164. 
appeared  the  great  displeasure  of  the  king  against  him  and  the 
clergy.     Not  long  after  this,  the '  king  removing  from  London, 
unknown  to  the  bishops,  sailed  over  to  Normandy,  whither  the 
bishop  of  London,  called  Gilbert,  not  long  after  resorted,  to  crave 
the  king's  favour,  and  gave  him  counsel  withal  to  join  some  of  the 
bishops  on  his  side ;  lest,  if  all  were  against  him,  peradventure  he 
mifrht  sooner  be  overthrown.    And  thus  the  greatest  number  of  the 
bishops  were  by  this  means  reconciled  again  to  the  king ;  only  the 
archbishop,  with  a  few  others,  remained  in  their  stoutness  still.    The  The  ttub- 
king,  thinking  to  try  all  manner  of  ways,  when  he  saw  that  neither  ^["..wot 
fear  nor  threats  could  turn  him,  did  assay  him  with  gentleness ;  it  Becket.  . 
would  not  serve.    Many  of  the  nobles  laboured  betwixt  them  both, 
exhorting  him  to  relent  to  the  king ;  it  would  not  be.    Likewise  the 
archbishop  of  York,  with  divers  other  bishops  and  abbots,  especially 
the  bishop  of  Chester,  did  the  same.    Besides  this,  his  own  house- 
hold daily  called  upon  him,  but  no  man  could  persuade  him.  At 
length,  understanding  partly  by  them  that  came  to  him  what  danger 
might  happen,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  all  the  other  clergy,  upon 
the  king's  displeasure,  and  partly  considering  the  old  love  and  kind- 
ness of  the  king  towards  him  in  time  past,  he  was  content  to  give 
over  to  the  king's  request,  and  came  to  Oxford  to  him,  reconciling 
himself  about  the  addition,  which  displeased  the  king  so  much. 
Whereupon  the  king  being  somewhat  mitigated,  receiveth  him  with  JJ*,^  l0 
a  more  cheerful  countenance,  but  yet  not  so  familiarly  as  before,  the  king, 
saying,  **  that  he  would  have  his  ordinances  and  proceedings  after  the 
form  confirmed  in  the  public  audience  and  open  sight  of  all  his 
bishops  and  all  his  nobles."    After  this,  the  kin^  being  at  Cla- 
rendon, there  called  all  his  peers  and  prelates  before  him,  requiring  to 
have  all  that  performed  which  they  had  promised,  in  consenting  to 
the  observing  of  his  grandfather's  ordinances  and  proceedings.  The 
archbishop,  suspecting  I  cannot  tell  what  in  the  king's  promise,  drew 
backward,  and  now  would  not  what  he  would  before ;  at  last,  with 
much  ado,  he  was  enforced  to  give  assent.    First  came  to  him  the 
bishops  of  Salisbury  and  Norwich,  who,  for  old  matters  endangered  to 
the  king  long  before,  came  weeping  and  lamenting  to  the  archbishop, 
desiring  him  to  have  some  compassion  of  them,  and  to  remit  this 
pertinacy  to  the  king,  lest  if  he  so  continued,  through  his  stoutness, 
to  exasperate  the  king's  displeasure,  happily  it  might  redound  to  no 
small  danger,  not  only  of  them  who  were  in  jeopardy  already,  but 
also  of  himself  to  be  imprisoned,  and  the  whole  clergy  to  be  endan- 
gered.   Besides  these  two  bishops,  there  went  to  him  other  two 
noble  peers  of  the  realm,  labouring  with  him  to  relent  and  condescend 
to  the  king's  desire :  if  not,  they  should  be  enforced  to  use  such 
violence  as  would  not  stand  with  the  king's  fame,  and  much  less 
with  his  quietness  ;  but  yet  the  stout  stomach  of  the  man  would  not 
give  over.    After  this  came  to  him  two  rulers  of  the  temple,  called 
Templars;  one,  Richard  de  Hast;  the  other,  Costans  de  Hoverio. 
with  their  company,  lamenting  and  bewailing  the  great  peril,  which 
they  declared  unto  him  to  hang  over  his  head :  yet  neither  with  their 
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HcBit  B.  tears,  nor  with  their  kneeling*,  would  he  be  moved.    A.t  length 
A.  D.  *hc        message  from  the  king,  signifying  unto  him  with  express 
1 16-1.  words,  and  also  with  tears,  what  he  should  trust  to,  if  he  would  not 
give  over  to  the  king's  request. 
Bwkct       By  reason  of  this  message,  he,  either  terrified,  or  else  persuaded, 
u!,tiile,h  was  contcnt  to  submit  himself;  whereupon  the  king  incontinent 
king.     assembling  the  states  together,  the  archbishop  first,  before  all  others, 
beginneth  to  promise  the  king  obedience  and  submission  unto  his 
custom,  and  that  cum  bona  fide^  leaving  out  his  former  addition, 
Sai™ or-  talto  ordine,  mentioned  before :  instead  whereof  he  promised,  in 
out*inft  Mffo  veritatis,  to  observe  and  keep  the  king's  customs,  and  swear  to 
•Tt'ion^    *ne  8ame*    After  him  the  other  bishops  likewise  gave  the  like  oath ; 
whereupon  the  king  commanded  incontinent  certain  instruments 
obligatory  to  be  drawn,  of  which  the  king  should  have  one,  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  another,  and  the  archbishop  of  York  the  third, 
requiring  also  the  said  archbishop  to  set  to  his  hand  and  seal.  To 
this  the  archbishop,  though  not  denying  but  that  he  was  ready  so  to 
do,  yet  desired  respite  in  the  matter,  while  that  he,  being  but  newly 
come  to  his  bishopric,  might  better  peruse  with  himself  the  aforesaid 
customs  aud  ordinances  of  the  king.   This  request,  as  it  seemed  but 
reasonable,  so  it  was  readily  granted ;  so  the  day  being  well  spent, 
they  departed  for  tliat  season  and  brake  up. 
Becket       Alanus,  one  of  the  four  writers  of  the  life  of  this  Thomas  Becket, 
£pnT1Irth  recordeth,  that  the  archbishop,  in  his  journey  towards  Winchester, 
S«d      began  greatly  to  repent  what  he  had  done  before,  partly  through  the 
instigation  of  certain  about  him,  but  chiefly  of  his  cross-bearer,  who, 
going  before  the  archbishop,  sharply  and  earnestly  expostulated  with 
him  for  giving  over  to  the  king's  request,  against  the  privilege  and 
liberties  of  the  church,  polluting  not  only  his  feme  and  conscience, 
but  also  giving  a  pernicious  example  to  those  who  should  come  after, 
with  many  like  words.    To  make  the  matter  short,  the  archbishop 
was  touched  upon  the  same  with  such  repentance,  that  keeping  him- 
self from  all  company,  lamenting  with  tears  and  fasting,  and  with 
much  penance  macerating  and  afflicting  himself,  he  did  suspend  him- 
self from  all  divine  service,  and  would  not  receive  comfort,  before  that 
(word  being  sent  to  his  holy  grandfather  the  pope)  he  should  be 
assoiled  by  him ;  who,  tendering  the  tears  of  his  dear  chicken, 
directed  to  him  letters  again,  by  the  same  messenger  that  Thomas  had 
sent  up  to  him  before,  in  which  not  only  he  assoiled  him  from  his 
trespass,  but  also  with  words  of  great  consolation  did  encourage  him  to 
be  stout  in  the  quarrel  he  took  in  hand.    The  copy  of  which  letters 
consolatory,  sent  from  the  pope  to  Bishop  Becket,  here  followeth 
underwritten. 


B«cket. 


A  letter  Alexander,  bishop,  &c. — Your  brotherhood  is  not  ignorant  that  it  hath  ' 
Alix**  ttdvertiscd  us,  how  that  upon  the  occasion  of  a  certain  transgression  or  excess 
»n<icr  to  °f  your«t  you  have  determined  to  cease  henceforth  from  saying  of  mass,  and  to 
Thorn**  abstain  from  the  consecration  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  ;  which  thing 
to  do,  how  dangerous  it  is,  especially  in  such  a  personage,  and  also  what  incon- 
venience may  nse  thereof,  I  will  you  advisedly  to  consider,  and  discreetly  also 
to  ponder.  Your  wisdom  ought  not  to  forget,  what  difference  there  is  between 
tho  e  who  advisedly  and  willingly  do  offend,  and  those  who  through  ignorance 
and  for  necessity'  sake  do  offend.  For,  as  you  read,  so  much  the  greater  ia  wilful 
sin,  as  the  same  not  being  voluntary  is  a  lesser  sin.  Therefore,  if  you  remember 
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yourself  to  have  done  any  thing  that  yonr  own  conscience  doth  accuse  you  of,  Benryir. 

whatsoever  it  be,  we  counsel  you,  as  a  prudent  and  wise  prelate,  to  acknowledge  

the  same.  Which  thing  done,  the  merciful  and  pitiful  God,  who  hath  more  A.D. 
retpect  to  the  heart  of  the  doer  than  to  the  thing  done,  will  remit  and  forgive  11G  t- 
you  the  same  according  to  his  accustomed  great  mercy.  And  we,  trusting  in 
the  merits  of  the  blessed  apostles,  St.  Peter  and  St  Paul,  do  absolve  you  from 
the  offence  committed,  and  by  the  authority  apostolical  we  release  you  unto 
your  fraternity,  counselling  you  and  commanding  you,  that  henceforth  you 
abstain  not,  for  this  cause,  from  the  celebration  of  the  mass. 


This  letter,  with  others  of  the  like  sort,  the  pope  then  wrote  to 
him,  animating  and  comforting  him  in  this  quarrel  so  nearly  pertain- 
ing to  the  pope's  profit :  by  the  occasion  whereof,  Beckct  took  no 
small  heart  and  consolation  ;  insomuch  that  therefrom  scemcth  to  me 
to  proceed  all  the  occasion  that  made  him  so  stout  and  malapert 
against  his  prince,  as  hereafter  followcth  to  be  seen  by  his  doings. 
What  the  other  letters  were  that  the  pope  wrote  unto  him,  shortly, 
when  we  come  to  the  appellations  made  to  the  pope,  shall  appear, 
God  willing.  In  the  mean  season,  as  he  sat  thus  mourning  at  home, 
the  king  hearing  of  him,  and  how  he  denied  to  set  his  seal  to  those 
sanctions,  which  he  condescended  to  before,  took  no  small  displeasure 
against  him ;  insomuch  that  he,  threatening  him  and  his  with  banish- 
ment and  death,  began  to  call  him  to  reckonings,  and  to  burden  him 
with  payments,  that  all  men  might  understand  that  the  king's  mind 
was  sore  set  against  him.  The  archbishop  hereupon  (whether  more  B«ket 
for  the  love  of  the  pope,  or  dread  of  his  prince)  thought  to  make  his  ""T"*' 
escape  out  of  the  realm,  and  so  went  about  in  the  night,  with  two  or  nr«init 
three  with  him,  stealing  out  of  his  house  to  take  the  sea  privily.  Now  £itsS 
amongst  the  king's  ordinances  and  sanctions,  this  was  one;  that  none  out  of 
of  the  prelacy  or  nobility,  without  the  king's  license,  or  that  of  his 
justices,  should  depart  out  of  the  realm.  So  Beckct  twice  attempted 
the  sea,  to  flee  to  the  see  of  Rome,  but  the  weather  not  serving,  he 
was  driven  home  again,  and  his  device  for  that  time  frustrated.  After 
his  departure  began  to  be  known  and  noised  abroad,  the  king's 
officers  came  to  Canterbury  to  seize  upon  his  goods  in  the  king's 
behalf ;  but  as  it  chanced,  the  night  before  their  coming,  Beckct 
being  returned  and  found  at  home,  they  did  not  proceed  in  their 
purpose. 

Upon  this  the  archbishop,  understanding  the  king  sore  bent  against  Taunted 
him,  and  the  seas  not  to  serve  him,  made  haste  to  the  court,  lying 
then  at  Woodstock,  where  the  king  received  him,  after  a  certain 
manner,  but  nothing  so  familiarly  as  he  was  wont ;  taunting  him 
jestingly  and  merrily,  as  though  one  realm  was  not  able  to  hold  them 
both.    Beckct,  although  he  was  permitted  to  go  and  come  at  his 
pleasure  to  the  court,  yet  could  not  obtain  the  favour  that  he  would, 
perceiving  both  in  himself  and  confessing  no  less  to  others,  how  the 
matter  would  fall  out,  so  that  either  he  should  be  constrained  to  give 
over  with  shame,  or  stoutly  stand  to  that  which  he  had  so  boldly  taken 
in  hand.    The  archbishop  of  York,  in  the  mean  time,  going  betwixt 
the  king  and  the  archbishop,  laboured  to  make  peace  and  love  betwixt 
them  ;  but  the  king  in  no  case  would  be  reconciled,  unless  the  other 
would  subscribe  to  his  laws.    So  in  the  mean  while,  as  neither  the 
king  would  otherwise  agree,  nor  yet  the  archbishop  in  any  wise  would 
subscribe,  there  was  a  foul  discord ;  where  the  fault  was,  let  the  reader 
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h****"-  here  judge  between  them  both.    The  king,  for  his  regal  authority, 
A.D.   thought  it  much  that  any  subject  of  his  should  stand  against  him. 
The  archbishop  again,  bearing  himself  bold  upon  the  authority,  and 
especially  upon  the  letters,  of  the  pope,  lately  written  to  him, 
thought  himself  strong  enough  against  tlie  king  and  all  his  realm. 
Again,  such  was  his  quarrel  for  the  maintenance  of  the  liberties  and 
glory  of  the  church,  that  he  could  lack  no  setters  on  and  favourers  in 
that  behalf,  in  so  sweet  a  cause  amongst  the  clergy.    Wherefore  the 
archbishop,  trusting  to  these  things,  would  give  no  place ;  but,  by 
virtue  of  his  apostolical  authority,  gave  censure  upon  these  laws  and 
constitutions  of  the  king,  condemning  some,  and  approving  others  for 
good  and  catholic,  as  is  before  declared.  Besides  this,  there  came  also 
to  the  king,  Rotrodus,  archbishop  of  Rothomagc,  sent  by  the  nope,  to 
make  peace  between  the  king  and  Canterbury ;  whercunto  the  king 
was  well  content,  so  that  the  pope  would  agree  to  ratify  his  ordi- 
nances;1 but  when  that  could  in  nowise  be  obtained  at  the  pope's 
hands,  then  the  king,  being  stopped  and  frustrate  of  his  purpose  by 
reason  of  Bccket's  apostolic  legacy  (being  legatus  a  latere),  thought 
good  to  send  up  to  the  pope,  and  so  did,  to  obtain  of  him,  that  the 
same  authority  of  the  apostolic  legacy  might  be  conferred  on  another 
after  his  appointment,  who  was  the  archbishop  of  York ;  but  the 
The  king  pope  denied.    Notwithstanding,  at  the  request  of  the  king's  clergy, 
^.ith0  the  pope  was  content  that  the  king  should  be  legate  himself;  whereat 
feg»te.    the  king  took  great  indignation,  as  Hoveden  writeth,  so  that  he 
sent  the  pope  his  letters  again.    Here  the  pope  was  perplexed  on 
both  sides. 

If  he  should  have  denied  the  king,  that  was  too  hot  for  him ;  for 
the  pope  uscth  always  to  hold  in  with  kings,  howsoever  the  world 
speedcth.  Again,  if  he  should  have  forsaken  such  a  churchly  chap- 
lain, the  cause  being  so  sweet  and  so  gainful,  that  would  have  been 
against  himself.  What  did  he  then  ?  Here  now  cometh  in  the  old 
practice  of  popish  prelacy,  to  play  with  both  hands  ;  privily  he  con- 
c«njr  spircth  with  the  one,  and  openly  dissemblcth  with  the  other.  First, 
fuioiTof  he  granted  to  the  king's  ambassadors  their  request,  to  have  the  legate 
removed,  and  to  place  in  that  office  the  archbishop  of  York,  after  his 
own  contentation  ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding,  to  tender  the  cause  of 
Thomas  Becket,  he  addeth  this  promise  withal,  that  the  said  Becket 
should  receive  no  harm  or  damage  thereby.  Thus  the  pope  craftily 
conveying  the  matter  between  them  both,  gladly  to  further  the  arch- 
bishop for  his  own  advantage,  and  yet  loath  to  deny  the  king  for 
displeasure,  writeth  to  the  king  openly,  and  also  secretly  directcth 
another  letter  to  Becket ;  the  contents  whereof  here  follow. 


Alexander  the  pope,  to  Thomas,  archbishop  of  Canterbury .* 

The  Although  wc,  condescending  to  the  king  a  request,  have  granted  the  gift 

creTi'ttw  °^  our  kg*"*]"  oiler  his  mind  from  you,  yet  let  not  your  mind  thereby  be 
toUecket.  discomforted,  nor  brought  into  sighs  of  despair.    For  before  that  we  had  granted 

promised 
have 

should  not  be  delivered 

to  the  archbishop  of  York  without  our  knowledge  and  consent.    This  is  certain, 


discomforted,  nor  orotignt  into  signs  01  despair,    ror  oeiore  uiai  we  nno  grn 
that,  or  given  our  consent  thereunto,  the  king's  ambassadors  firmly  nron 
by  the  word  of  truth,  ready  also  to  be  sworn  upon  the  same,  if  I  would  so 
required,  that  their  letters  also  which  he  had  obtained,  should  not  be  deli\ 


(1)  Ex  Tloeero  f loved,  or. parte  HUtoriie  rontinuaUr  pogt 

(2)  Pot  the  Latin  of  tab  letter,  tee  Edition  1S63.  p.  JH>. — 
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and  so  persuade  yourself  boldly  without  any  scruple,  doubt,  or  mistrust,  that  it  ;/,  »rV  //. 
i  never  my  mind  or  purpose,  nor  ever  shall  be,  God  willing,  to  "subdue  you 


ot  your  church  under  the  obedience  of  any  person,  to  be  subject  to  any,  save   ^*  ^* 
only  to  the  bishop  of  Rome.  And,  therefore,  we  warn  you  and  charge  you,  that  * 
if  you  shall  perceive  the  king  to  deliver  these  aforesaid  letters,  which  we  trust  " 
he  will  not  attempt  without  our  knowledge  to  do,  forthwith  by  some  trusty 
messengers,  or  by  your  letters,  you  will  give  us  knowledge  thereof ;  whereby  we 
may  provide  upon  the  same  both  for  your  person,  your  church,  and  also  your 
city  committed  to  you,  to  be  clearly  exempt,  by  our  authority  apostolical,  from 
all  power  and  jurisdiction  of  any  legacy. 

Upon  these  letters  and  such  others,  as  is  said  before,  Becket  seemed 
to  take  all  his  boldness  to  be  so  stout  and  sturdy  against  his  prince, 
as  he  was.  The  pope,  beside  these,  sent  secretly  a  chaplain  of  his, 
and  directed  another  letter  also  unto  the  king,  granting  and  per- 
mitting at  his  request,  to  make  the  archbishop  of  York  legate 
apostolical. 

The  king,  after  he  had  received  bis  letters  sent  from  the  pope, 
began  to  put  more  strength  to  his  purposed  proceedings  against  the  More 
archbishop,  first  beginning  with  the  inferiors  of  the  clergy,  such  as  hundred 
were  offenders  against  his  laws :  as  felons,  robbers,  quarrcllers,  ™a^ln 
breakers  of  the  peace,  and  especially  such  as  had  committed  homicide  clergy, 
and  murdcK,  whereof  more  than  an  hundred  at  that  time  were 
proved  upon  the  clergy;1  urging  and  constraining  them  to  be  arraigned 
after  the  order  of  the  law  temporal,  and  justice  to  be  ministered 
to  them  according  to  their  deserts  ;  as  first,  to  be  deprived,  and  so 
to  be  committed  to  the  secular  hands.  This  seemed  to  Becket  to 
derogate  from  the  liberties  of  holy  church,  that  the  secular  power 
should  pass  in  causes  criminal,  or  sit  in  judgment  against  any  eccle- 
siastical person.  This  law  the  roisters3  (then  of' the  clergy)  had 
picked  and  forged  out  of  Anacletus  and  Euaristus,  by  whose  falsclv 
alleged  and  pretended  authority  they  have  deduced  this  their  consti- 
tution from  the  apostles,  which  giveth  immunity  to  all  ecclesiastical 
persons  to  be  free  from  secular  jurisdiction.  Becket  therefore,  like 
a  valiant  champion,  fighting  for  his  liberties,  and  having  the  nope  on 
his  side,  would  not  permit  his  clerks  defamed,  otherwise  to  be  con- 
vented,  than  before  ecclesiastical  judges,  there  to  be  examined  and 
deprived  for  their  excess,  and  no  secular  judge  to  proceed  against 
them :  so  that,  after  their  deprivation,  if  they  should  incur  the  like 
offence  again,  then  the  temporal  judge  to  take  hold  upon  them  ; 
otherwise  not.  This  obstinate  and  stubborn  rebellion  of  the  arch- 
bishop stirred  up  much  anger  and  vexation  in  the  king,  and  not  only 
in  him,  but  also  in  the  nobles  and  all  the  bishops,  for  the  greater  part, 
so  that  he  was  almost  alone,  a  wonderment  to  all  the  realm. 

The  king's  wrath  daily  increased  more  and  more  against  him,  Becket 
as  no  marvel  it  was,  and  caused  him  to  be  cited  up  to  appear  by  North*? 
a  certain  day  at  the  town  of  Northampton,  there  to  make  answer  »«nP,on- 
to  such  things  as  should  be  laid  to  his  charge.    So,  when  the  day  was 
come,  all  the  peers  and  nobles,  with  the  prelates  of  the  realm,  upon 
the  king's  proclamation,  being  assembled  in  the  castle  of  Northampton, 
great  fault  was  found  with  the  archbishop,  for  that  he,  being  personally 
cited  to  appear,  came  not  himself,  but  sent  another  for  him.  The 
cause  why  he  came  not,  Hoveden  assigncth  to  be  this  :  for  that  the 

(lj  Guliel.  Neuburg.  lib.  H-  cap.  16.    (2)  "  Roirters,"  the  turbulent  men  of  the  age.— Eb. 
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Bfcwy/j.  king  had  placed  his  horse  and  horsemen  in  the  archbishop's  lodging 
^       (which  was  a  'house  there  of  canons),  wherewith  he  being  offended, 
1 1 64.  sent  word  again  that  he  would  not  appear,  unless  his  lodging  were 
 voided  of  the  kings  horsemen,  &c.    Whereupon,  by  the  public  sen- 
tence, as  well  of  all  the  nobles  as  of  the  bishops,  all  his  moveables 
££ned  were  adjudged  to  be  confiscated  to  the  king,  unless  the  king's 
iL^of  ail  clemency  ^ould  remit  the  penalty.    The  stubborn  archbishop  again, 
move-     for  his  part,  quarrelling  against  the  order  and  form  of  the  judgment, 
complameth,  alleging  for  himself  (seeing  he  is  the  primate  and 
spiritual  father,  not  only  of  all  others  in  the  realm,  but  also  of  the  king 
himself,)  that  it  was  not  convenient  that  the  lather  should  be  so 
judged  of  his  children,  or  the  pastor  of  his  flock  so  condemned ; 
saying  moreover,  that  the  ages  to  come  should  know  what  judgment 
was  done,  &c.    But  especially  he  complaineth  of  his  fellow-bishops, 
who,  when  they  should  rather  have  taken  his  part,  did  sit  in  judg- 
ment against  their  metropolitan  ;  and  this  was  the  first  clay's  action. 

The  next  day  the  king  laid  an  action  against  him  in  behalf  of  one 
that  was  his  marshal,  called  John,  for  certain  injuries  done  to  him, 
and  required  of  the  said  archbishop  the  repaying  again  of  certain 
money,  which  he,  as  is  said,  had  lent  unto  him  being  chancellor,  the 
sum  whereof  came  to  five  hundred  marks.  This  money  the  archbishop 
denied  not  but  he  had  received  of  the  king,  howbeit,  by  the  way  and 
title  of  gift  as  he  took  it,  though  he  could  bring  no  probation  thereof, 
ik  e  wet  Whereupon  the  king  required  him  to  put  in  assurance  for  the  payment 
"Irl^wi  thereof ;  whereat  the  archbishop  making  delays  (not  well  contented 
at  the  matter),  was  so  called  upon,  that  cither  he  should  be  account- 
able to  the  king  for  the  money,  or  else  he  should  incur  present  danger, 
the  king  being  so  bent  against  him.  The  archbishop,  l)eing  brought 
to  such  a  strait,  and  destitute  of  his  own  suffragans,  could  here  by 
no  means  have  escaped,  had  not  five  persons,  of  their  own  accord, 
stepped  in,  being  bound  for  him,  every  man  for  one  hundred  marks 
a  piece ;  and  this  was  upon  the  second  day  concluded. 

On  the  morrow,  which  was  the  third  day  of  the  council,  as  the 
archbishop  was  sitting  below  in  a  certain  conclave  with  his  fellow- 
bishops  about  him,  consulting  together,  the  doors  being  fast  locked 
on  them,  as  the  king  had  willed  and  commanded,  it  was  propounded 
unto  him  on  behalf  of  the  king,  that  he  had  had  divers  bishoprics  and 
abbarics  in  his  hand  which  were  vacant,  with  the  fruits  and  revenues 
thereof  due  to  the  king  for  certain  years,  whereof  he  had  rendered  as 
yet  no  account  to  the  king ;  wherefore  it  was  demanded  of  him  to 
bring  in  a  full  and  clear  reckoning  of  the  same.  This,  with  other  such 
like  things,  declared  to  all  the  council,  caused  great  displeasure  in  the 
king,  and  no  less  danger  to  the  archbishop. 

The  advice  of  the  Bishops  to  Thomas  Bccket. 

Thus,  while  the  bishops  and  prelates  were  in  council,  advising  and 
deliberating  what  was  to  be  done,  at  length  it  came  to  voices,  every 
man  to  say  his  mind,  and  to  give  sentence  what  were  the  best  way  for 
Hrnry,    their  archbishop  to  take.    First  began  Henry,  bishop  of  Winchester, 
or"  w?n-  wno  *ncn         part  with  Bccket  as  much  as  he  durst  for  fear  of  the 
ebcter.  )ang,  who  said,  he  remembered  that  the  said  archbishop,  first  being 
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archdeacon,  and  then  lord  chancellor,  at  what  time  he  was  promoted 
to  the  church  of  Canterbury,  was  discharged  from  all  bonds  and  A  D 
reckonings  of  the  temporal  court,  as  all  the  other  bishops  could  not  i  ie4. 
but  bear  record  to  the  same. 

Next  spake  Gilbert,  bishop  of  London,  exhorting  and  motioning  Gilbert, 
the  archbishop,  that  he  should  call  to  mind  with  himself,  from  whence  JJjJJJ^ 
the  king  took  him,  and  set  him  up ;  what,  and  how  great  things 
he  had  done  for  him  ;  also  that  he  should  consider  with  himself  the 
dangers  and  perils  of  the  time,  and  what  ruin  he  might  bring  upon 
the  whole  church,  and  upon  them  all  there  present,  if  he  resisted  the 
king's  mind  in  the  things  he  required.  And  if  it  were  to  render 
up  his  archbishopric,  although  it  were  ten  times  better  than  it  is,  yet 
he  should  not  stick  with  the  king  in  the  matter.  In  so  doing  it  might 
happen,  that  the  king,  seeing  that  submission  and  humility  in  him, 
would  release  him  peradventure  from  all  the  rest.  To  this  the  arch- 
bishop answering,  "  Well,  well,"  saith  he,  "  I  perceive  well  enough,  Henry, 
my  lord,  whither  you  tend,  and  whereabout  you  go."  Then  spake  JJJjT 
Winchester,  inferring  upon  the  same,  "  This  form  of  counsel,"  saith 
he,  u  seemeth  to  me  very  pernicious  to  the  catholic  church,  tending 
to  our  subversion,  and  to  the  confusion  of  us  all.  For,  if  our  arch- 
bishop and  primate  of  all  England  do  lean  to  this  example,  that  every 
bishop  should  give  over  his  authority  and  the  charge  of  the  flock 
committed  to  him,  at  commandment  and  threatening  of  the  prince,  to 
what  state  shall  the  church  then  be  brought,  but  that  all  should  be 
confounded  at  his  pleasure  and  arbitrament,  and  nothing  stand  certain 
by  anv  order  of  law  ;  and  so  as  the  priest  is,  so  shall  the  people 
be?" 

Hilary,  the  bishop  of  Chichester,  replicth  again  to  this,  saying,  "  If  unary, 
it  were  not  that  the  instance  and  the  great  perturbation  of  the  time  ^li'er. 
did  otherwise  require  and  force  us,  I  would  think  this  counsel  here 
given  were  good  to  be  followed.  But  now,  seeing  the  authority 
of  our  canon  faileth  and  cannot  serve  us,  I  judge  it  not  best  to  go  so 
strictly  to  work,  but  so  to  moderate  our  proceedings,  that  dispensation 
with  sufferance  may  win  that  which  severe  correction  may  destroy. 
Wherefore  my  counsel  and  reason  is,  to  give  place  to  the  kings  pur- 
pose for  a  time,  lest  by  over  hasty  proceeding,  we  exceed  so  tar,  tliat 
both  it  may  redound  to  our  shame,  and  also  we  cannot  rid  ourselves 
out  again  when  we  would." 

Much  to  the  same  end  spake  Robert,  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  after  Robert,  or 
this  manner :   "  Seeing,"  saith  he,  "  it  is  manifest  that  the  life  and  Uncoln' 
blood  of  this  man  is  sought,  one  of  these  two  must  needs  be  chosen  ; 
that  either  he  must  part  with  his  archbishopric,  or  else  with  his  life. 
Now  what  profit  he  shall  take  in  this  matter  of  his  bishopric,  his  life 
being  lost,  I  do  not  greatly  see." 

Next  followed  Bartholomew,  bishop  of  Exeter,  with  his  advice,  Bwtnoto- 
who,  inclining  his  counsel  to  the  state  of  the  time,  confirmed  their  ™x*x'K't. 
savings  before,  affirming  how  the  days  were  evil  and  perilous ;  and 
tliat  if  they  might  so  escape  the  violence  of  that  raging  tempest  under 
the  cover  of  bearing  and  relenting,  it  were  not  to  be  refused  ;  but 
that,  he  said,  could  not  be,  except  strict  severity  should  give  place  to 
tractabiiity  ;  and  that  the  instance  and  condition  of  the  time  then 
present  required  no  less,  especially  seeing  that  persecution  was  not 

VOL.  II.  P 
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ffmryxr.  general,  but  personal  and  particular;  and  he  thought  it  more  holr 
A  D    and  convenient  for  one  head  to  run  into  some  part  of  danger,  than 
1 164.  that  the  whole  church  of  England  should  be  subject  and  exposed  to 
inconvenience  inevitable. 
Rojcer,        The  answer  of  Roger,  bishop  of  Worcester,  was  devised  in  a 
of*wor-   double  suspense,  neither  affirming  the  one,  nor  denying  the  other ; 
ce»tcr.     whose  saving  was  this, — that  he  would  give  no  answer  on  either  part ; 
"  for  if  1,"  saith  he,  "  should  say  that  the  pastoral  function  and  cure 
of  souls  ought  to  be  relinquished  at  the  king's  will  or  threatening, 
then  my  mouth  would  speak  against  my  conscience,  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  mine  own  head.  And  if  I  should  give,  again,  contrary  counsel, 
to  resist  the  king's  sentence,  here  be  they  that  would  hear  it,  and 
report  it  to  his  Grace,  and  so  1  should  be  in  danger  to  be  thrust  out 
of  the  synagogue,  and  for  my  part  to  be  accounted  amongst  the 
public  rebels,  with  them  to  be  condemned ;  wherefore  neither  do  I 
say  this,  nor  counsel  that." 
B<.ckefi       And  this  was  the  consultation  of  the  bishops  in  that  place, 
bWw5s    assemb'led  together  by  the  king's  commandment.    Against  these 
n-itiiej'h   voices  and  censures  of  the  bishops,  Becket,  the  archbishop,  replieth 
3mm,    atrain,  expostulating  and  checking  them  with  rebukeful  words : — M  I 
•ho?.,     perceive,  saith  he,  "  and  understand  ye  go  about  to  maintain  and 
cherish  but  your  own  cowardliness,  under  the  colourable  shadow  of 
sufferance ;  and,  under  pretence  of  dissembling  soilness,  to  choke  the 
liberty  of  Cluist's  church.    Who  hath  thus  bewitched  you,  O  insa- 
tiable bishops  ?    What  mean  ye  ?    Why  do  ye  so,  under  the  impu- 
dent title  of  forbearing,  bear  a  double  heart,  and  cloak  your  manifest 
iniquity  ?    What !  call  ye  this  bearing  with  time,  when  it  is  to  the 
detriment  of  the  church  of  Christ  ?    Let  terms  serve  the  matter. 
Why  pervert  you  the  matter  that  is  good  with  vocables  and  terms 
untrue1?;    For  that  ye  say  we  must  bear  with  the  malice  of  time,  I 
grant  with  you ;  but  yet  we  must  not  heap  sin  to  sin.    Is  not  God 
able  to  help  the  state  and  condition  of  his  church,  but  with  the  sinful 
dissimulation  of  the  teachers  of  the  church  ?  Certcs  God  is  disposed 
to  tempt  you.    And  tell  me,  I  pray  you,  whether  should  the  gover- 
nors of  tile  church  put  themselves  to  dangers  for  the  church,  in  time 
of  tranquillity,  or  in  time  of  distress  ?    Ye  will  be  ashamed  to  deny 
the  contrary,  but  in  distress.    And  now  then,  the  church  lying  in  so 
great  distress  and  vexation,  why  should  not  the  good  pastor  put  him- 
self into  peril  there-for  ?    For  neither  do  I  think  it  a  greater  act  or 
merit  for  the  ancient  bishops  of  the  old  time  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  the  then  church,  with  tneir  blood,  than  now  for  us  to  shed  our 
di.u^w   blood  for  the  liberties  of  the  same.    And  to  tell  you  plain,  1  think 
fi«^M   it  not  safe  for  you  to  swerve  from  an  example  which  you  nave  received 
rimreh,   fr°m  your  holy  elders."  After  these  things  were  spoken,  they  sat  all 
{luho**  ln  s''once  f°r  a  certain  space,  being  locked  in  together.    At  length, 
may  not  to  find  a  shift  to  cause  the  door  to  be  opened,  "  I  will,"  saith  the 
kinR^Md  archbishop,  "  speak  with  two  carls  who  are  about  the  king,"  and 
prince.,  nanjed  them  who  they  were.    They,  being  called,  opened  the  door 
and  came  in  with  haste,  thinking  to  hear  something  which  should 
appease  the  king's  mind.    To  whom  the  archbishop  spake  in  this 
manner: — "As  touching  and  concerning  the  matters  between  the 
king  and  us,  we  have  here  conferred  together.   And  forasmuch  as  we 
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Wve  tbcm  not  present  with  us  now,  who  know  more  in  the  matter  HtnryU. 
than  we  do,  (whose  advice  we  would  be  glad  to  follow,)  therefore  we  "aTdT 
crave  so  much  respite  as  to  the  next  day  following,  and  then  to  give  lir>4. 
out  answer  to  the  king."    With  this  message  two  bishops  were  sent 
10  the  king,  who  were  the  bishop  of  London  and  the  bishop  of 
Rochester.    London,  to  help  the  matter,  and  to  set  quietness,  as  I 
take  it.  adding  something  more  to  the  message,  said  to  the  king,  that 
the  archbishop  craved  a  little  time  to  prepare  such  writings  and  instru- 
ments, wherein  he  should  set  forth  and  declare  his  mind  in  accom- 
plishing the  king's  desire,  &c.    Wherefore  two  barons  were  sent  to 
him  from  the  king,  to  grant  him  that  respite  or  stay ;  so  that  he  would 
ratify  that  which  the  messengers  had  signified  to  the  king.   To  whom 
the  archbishop  answereth,  that  he  sent  no  such  message  as  was  intimated 
in  his  name ;  but  only  that  the  next  day  he  would  come  and  give 
answer  to  the  king,  in  that  which  he  had  to  say.    And  so  the  convo- 
cation of  the  bishops  was  dissolved,  and  they  were  dismissed  home ; 
so  that  the  most  part  of  them  that  came  with  the  archbishop,  and 
accompanied  him  before,  now,  for  fear  of  the  king's  displeasure, 
severed  themselves  from  him.    The  archbishop,  thus  forsaken  and 
destitute,  as  his  story  saith,  sent  about  for  the  poor,  the  lame,  and  Becket 
the  halt,  to  come  in  and  furnish  his  house,  saying,  that  by  them  he  £fi? 
might  sooner  obtain  his  victor}',  than  by  the  others  who  had  so  slipped  Mken- 
from  him. 

The  next  day  following,  because  it  was  Sunday,  nothing  was  done. 
So  the  day  after,  which  was  the  second  fiery,1  the  archbishop  was  cited 
to  appear.    But  the  night  before,  being  taken  with  a  disease  called 
pamo  iliaca,  the  cholic,  all  that  day  he  kept  his  bed,  and  was  not  Taken 
able,  as  he  said,  to  rise.    Every  man  supposing  this  to  be  but  a  neuwhen 


feigned  sickness,  as  it  seemed  no  less,  certain  of  the  chief  nobles  were  *K 
sent  to  try  the  matter,  and  to  cite  him  to  the  court ;  namely,  Robert, 
earl  of  Leicester,  and  Reginald,  earl  of  Devonshire,  to  whom  the 
archbishop  answered,  that  that  day  he  was  so  diseased  that  he  could 
not  come,  yea,  though  he  were  brought  in  an  horse-litter.  So  that 
day  passed  over.  On  the  morrow,  certain  that  were  about  him, 
fearing  no  less  but  that  some  danger  would  happen  to  him,  gave  him 
counsel  in  the  morning  to  have  a  mass  in  honour  of  the  holv  martvr 
St.  Stephen,  to  keep  him  from  the  hands  of  his  enemies  that  day.  a 


ma 


When  the  morrow  was  come,  being  Tuesday,  there  came  to  him  the  s[ep|,'en 
bishops  and  prelates,  counselling  and  persuading  him  covertly  by  tewww 
insinuation,  for  apertly  they  durst  not,  that  he  would  submit  himself,  hi?™™ 
with  all  his  goods,  as  also  his  archbishopric,  to  the  will  of  the  king,  if  mie*" 
perad venture  his  indignation  by  that  means  might  assuage.  Adding, 
moreover,  that  unless  he  would  so  do,  perjury  would  be  laid  against 
him  ;  for  that  he  being  under  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  keep  the  king's 
laws  and  ordinances,  now  would  not  observe  them.    To  this  Beeket, 
the  archbishop,  answereth  again, — "  Brethren,  ve  see  and  perceive  Beckec* 

r 7  7  7  r  [  answer 

well  how  the  world  is  set  against  me,  and  how  the  enemy  riseth  and  to  the 
seeketh  my  confusion.    And  although  these  things  be  dolorous  and  * 
lamentable,  yet  the  thing  that  grievcth  me  most  of  all  is  this, — the 
sons  of  mine  own  mother  be  pricks  and  thorns  against  me.  And 
albeit  I  do  hold  my  peace,  yet  the  posterity  to  come  will  know  and 

(1)  "  Fery,"  or  feria,aday,  aometUncaaholi  lay.— Ed. 

p  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


212  BECKET  REAEBTH  MASS. 

Hears 1 1.  report  how  cowardly  you  have  turned  your  backs,  and  have  left  vour 
^  q  archbishop  and  metropolitan  alone  in  his  conflict,  and  how  you  liave 
1164.  sitten  in  judgment  against  me,  although  unguilty  of  crime,  now  two 

 days  together ;  and  not  only  in  the  civil  and  spiritual  court,  but  also 

in  the  temporal  court,  arc  ready  to  do  the  same.    But  in  general,  this 
I  charge  and  command,  by  the  virtue  of  pure  obedience,  and  in  peril 
Becket    °^  yoVLT  or^er'  tnat  ye  be  present  personally  in  judgment  against  me. 
■mmI-    And  that  ye  shall  not  fail  so  to  do,  I  here  appeal  to  our  mother,  thr> 
to^e.    refuge  of  all  such  as  be  oppressed,  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  if  any 
secular  men  shall  lay  hands  upon  me,  as  it  is  rumoured  they  will,  I 
straitly  enjoin  and  charge  you,  in  the  same  virtue  of  obedience,  that 
you  exercise  your  censure  ecclesiastical  upon  them,  as  it  becometh  you 
to  do  for  a  father  and  an  archbishop.    And  this  I  do  you  to  under- 
stand, that  though  the  world  rage,  and  the  enemy  be  fierce,  and  the 
body  trembleth,  for  the  flesh  is  weak,  yet,  God  so  favouring  me,  I 
will  neither  cowardly  shrink,  nor  yet  vilely  forsake  my  flock  com- 
mitted to  my  charge,"  &c. 
Shop  of     ^llt  tne  msnoP  °f  London*  contrary  to  this  commandment  of  the 
London   archbishop,  did  incontinent  appeal  from  him ;  and  thus  the  bishops 
*tPh  from  departed  from  him  to  the  court,  save  only  two,  Henry  of  Winchester, 
b'uhoph'  an^  Joccline  of  Salisbury,  who  returned  with  him  secretly  to  his 
chamber,  and  comforted  him.    This  done,  the  archbishop,  who  yes- 
terday was  so  sore  sick  that  he  could  not  stir  out  of  his  bed,  now 
addres8eth  himself  to  his  mass  of  St.  Stephen  with  all  solemnity,  as 
though  it  had  been  a  high  festival-day,  with  his  metropolitan  pall, 
which  was  not  used,  but  upon  holidays,"  to  be  worn.  The  office  of  the 
A  mm   mass  began, — 44  Sederunt  principes  et  adversum  me  loqucbantur 
■way  per-  that  is,  "  Princes  sat  and  spake  against  me,"  &c. — the  king's  servants 
being  also  there,  and  beholding  the  matter.    For  this  mass,  Gilbert, 
bishop  of  I^ndon,  accused  Becket  afterwards,  both  for  that  it  was 
done,  "  Per  artem  magicam,  et  in  contemptum  regis,"  as  the  words 
of  Hovcden  purport ;  that  is,  "  both  by  art  of  magic,  and  in  contempt 
of  the  king,"  &c. 

The  mass  being  ended,  the  archbishop  putting  off  his  pall,  his 
irith  him  mitre,  and  his  other  robes,  proccedcth  to  the  king^  court ;  but  yet 
not  trusting,  pemdventure,  so  greatly  to  the  strength  of  his  mass,  to 
| to  make  the  matter  more  sure,  he  taketh  also  the  sacrament  privily  about 
him,  thinking  himself  thereby  sufficiently  defended  against  all  bugs. 
In  going  to  the  king's  chamber,  there  to  attend  the  king's  coming,  as 
he  entered  the  door,  he  taketh  from  Alexander  his  crosier,  the  cross 
with  the  cross  staff,  in  the  sight  of  all  that  stood  by,  and  carrieth  it  in 
himself,  the  other  bishops  following  him,  and  saying,  "  He  did  other- 
wise than  became  him."  Amongst  others,  Robert,  bishop  of  Hereford, 
offered  himself  to  bear  his  cross,  rather  than  he  should  so  do,  for  that 
it  was  not  comely ;  but  the  archbishop  would  not  suffer  him.  Then 
said  the  bishop  of  London  unto  him, — "  If  the  king  shall  see  you 
come  armed  into  his  chamber,  perchance  he  will  draw  out  his  sword 
against  you,  which  is  stronger  than  yours,  and  then  what  shall  this 
your  armour  profit  you?"1  The  archbishop  answereth  again:  "  if 
the  king's  sword  do  cut  carnally,  yet  my  sword  cutteth  spiritually, 
and  striketh  down  to  hell.    But  you,  my  lord,  as  you  have  played 

(1)  Hoveden  rcferreth  not  this  saying  to  the  bishop  of  London,  but  to  the  archbUhop  of  York. 
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the  fool  in  this  matter,  so  you  will  not  yet  leave  off  your  folly  for  any  n 
thing  I  can  see;"1  and  so  he  came  into  the  chamber.    1'hc  king  A  lx 
hearing  of  his  coming,  and  of  the  manner  thereof,  tarried  not  long,  1104. 
hut  came  where  Becket  was  set  in  a  plaee  by  himself,  with  his  other 
bishops  about  him.    First,  the  crier  called  the  prelates  and  all  the 
lords  of  the  temporally  together.    That  being  done,  and  every  one 
placed  in  his  seat  according  to  his  degree,  the  king  beginneth  with  a 
great  complaint  against  the  archbishop  for  his  manner  of  entering  into 
court,  not  as,  saith  he,  a  subject  into  a  king's  court,  but  as  a  traitor, 
showing  himself  in  such  sort  as  hath  not  been  sefcn  before  in  any 
christian  king's  court,  professing  christian  faith.    To  this  all  there 
present  gave  witness  with  the  king,  affirming  Becket  always  to  have 
been  a  vain  and  proud  man,  and  that  the  shame  of  his  deed  did  not 
only  redound  against  the  prince  himself,  but  also  against  his  whole 
realm.    Moreover,  they  said,  that  this  had  so  happened  to  the  king,  c*n«i 
for  that  he  had  done  so  much  for  such  a  beast,  advancing  him  so  th*'^*7 
highly  to  such  a  place  and  room  next  under  himself.    And  so  alto-  {^£"hU 
gether  with  one  cry,  they  called  him  traitor,  on  every  side,  as  one  that 
refused  to  give  terrene  honour  to  the  king,  in  keeping,  as  he  had 
swom,  his  laws  and  ordinances,  at  whose  hands  also  ne  had  received 
such  honour  and  great  preferments ;  and  therefore  he  was  well  worthy, 
said  they,  to  be  handled  like  a  perjured  traitor  and  rebel.  Upon  this, 
great  doubt  and  fear  was,  what  should  befal  him.    The  archbishop  of 
York,  coming  down  to  his  men,  said,  he  could  not  abide  to  sec  what 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  was  likely  to  suffer.   Likewise,  the  tip- 
staves, and  other  ministers  of  the  assembly,  coming  down  with  an 
outcry  against  him,  crossed  themselves  to  see  his  haughty  stubborn- 
ness, and  the  business  there  was  about  him.    Certain  there  were  of 
his  disciples  sitting  at  his  feet,  comforting  him  softly,  and  bidding  him 
to  lay  his  curse  upon  them ;  others,  on  the  contrary,  bidding  him 
not  to  curse,  but  to  pray,  and  forgive  them  ;  and  that  if  he  lost  his 
life  in  the  quarrel  of  the  church  and  the  liberty  thereof,  he  should  be 
happy.    Afterwards,  one  of  them,  named  John  Stephen,  desired  to 
speak  something  in  his  ear ;  but  could  not  be  suffered  by  the  king's 
marshal,  who  forbad  that  any  man  should  have  any  talk  with  him. 
Then  he,  because  he  could  not  otherwise  speak  to  him,  wrought  by  nundwai 
signs,  making  a  cross,  and  looking  up  with  nis  eyes,  and  wagging  his  proud" 
lips,  meaning  that  he  should  Dray,  and  manfully  stand  to  the  cross.  Jf^JJ" 
In  the  mean  time  comcth  to  him  Bartholomew,  bishop  of  Exeter,  church, 
desiring  him  to  have  regard  and  compassion  of  himself,  and  also  of 
them,  or  else  they  were  all  like  to  perish  for  the  hatred  of  him ;  w  for 
there  cometh  out,"  saith  he,  "  a  precept  from  the  king  that  he  shall  be  ww 
taken,  and  suffer  for  an  open  rebel,  who  hereafter  taketh  your  part.  j^fft», 
It  is  said,  moreover,  that  Joceline,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  William,  p*" 
bishop  of  Norwich,  are  to  be  had  to  the  place  of  execution,  for  their  a  rebel, 
resisting  and  making  intercession  for  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury."" 
When  he  had  thus  said,  the  archbishop,  looking  upon  the  said  bishop 
of  Exeter,  "  Avoid  hence  from  me,"  saith  he,  44  thou  understandest 
not,  neither  dost  savour  those  things  that  be  of  God." 

The  bishops  and  prelates  then  going  aside  by  themselves  from  the 
other  nobles,  the  king  so  permitting  them  to  do,  took  counsel  together 
what  was  to  be  done.  Here  the  matter  stood  in  a  doubtful  perplexity, 


Digitized  by  Google 


fcl4  BECKET   IS  CONDEMNED. 

n<»ryii.  for  either  must  they  incur  the  dangerous  indignation  of  the  king,  or 
\D   else,  with  tlie  nobles,  they  must  proceed  in  condemnation  against  the 
1164.  archbishop,  for  resisting  the  kings  sanctions;  which  thing  they  them- 
selves  neither  did  favour.   In  this  strict  necessity,  they,  devising  what 
way  to  take,  at  length  agreed  upon  this :  that  they  with  a  common 
Becket    888(5111  should  cite  the  archbishop  to  the  sec  of  Rome  on  perjury ;  and 
r£Lw   tnat  tney  snou^  oblige  and  bind  themselves  to  the  king  with  a  sure 
promise  to  work  their  diligence  in  deposing  the  archbishop ;  upon  this 
condition,  that  the  king  should  promise  their  safety,  and  discharge 
them  from  the  peril  of  that  judgment  which  was  directed  towards 
them.  So  all  the  bishops,  obliging  themselves  thus  to  the  king,  went 
forth  to  the  archbishop ;  of  whom  one  speaking  for  the  rest,  who  was 
Hilary,  bishop  of  Chichester,  had  these  words : — "  Once  you  have  been 
our  archbishop,  and  so  long  wc  were  bound  to  your  obedience ;  but 
now,  forasmuch  as  you,  once  swearing  your  fidelity  to  the  king,  do 
resist  him,  neglecting  his  injunctions  and  ordinances,  concerning  and 
Becket    appertaining  to  his  terrene  honour  and  dignity,  we  here  pronounce 
you  perjured ;  neither  be  wc  bound  to  give  obedience  to  an  arch- 
bishop thus  being  perjured  ;  but,  putting  ourselves  and  all  ours  under 
the  pope's  protection,  we  do  cite  you  up  to  his  presence.',,  And  upon 
the  same,  they  assigned  him  his  day  and  time  to  appear.   The  arch- 
bishop answering  again,  said  he  heard  him  well  enough ;  and  upon 
this  sendeth  up  to  Rome  in  all  haste,  to  the  pope,  signifying  to  him  by 
letters,  the  whole  matter,  how,  and  wherefore,  and  by  whom,  he  was 
cited ;  to  whom  the  pope  directed  again  his  letters  of  comfort,  as  he 
had  done  divers  before,  the  copy  whereof  here  ensueth. 

Pope  Alexander  to  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.1 

Your  brotherly  letters,  which  you  directed  to  us,  and  such  other  matters  which 
your  messenger  by  word  of  mouth  hath  signified  unto  us,  we  have  diligently  heard 
the  reading  thereof,  and  thereby  fully  understand  the  grievous  vexations  and 
dolorous  griefs  wherewith  your  mind  is  daily  encumbered :  by  reason  whereof, 
we,  hearing  and  understanding,  are  not  a  little  disquieted  in  our  spirit  for  your 
sake,  in  whose  prosperities  we  do  both  gladly  rejoice,  and  no  less  do  sorrow  in 
your  adversities,  as  for  our  most  dear  brother.  You,  therefore,  as  a  constant 
and  wise  man,  remember  with  yourself  that  which  is  written  :  "  Tin-  apostles 
departed  away,  rejoicing,  from  the  face  of  the  council,"  &c.  With  like  patience 
do  you  also  sustain  that  man's  molestations,  and  let  not  your  spirit  be  troubled 
therein  more  titan  needeth,  but  receive  in  yourself  consolation  ;  that  we  also, 
together  with  you,  may  be  comforted  in  the  Lord,  who  hath  preserved  you  to 
the  corroboration  of  his  catholic  and  christian  verity,  in  this  distress  of  necessity ; 
and  from  whom  also  it  hath  pleased  him  to  wine  away  the  blot  of  those  things 
which  have  been  unorderly  of  you  committee!,  and  here  to  punish  the  same 
through  sundry  afflictions :  whereby,  in  the  strict  judgment  of  God,  they  might 
not  be  called  to  account  hereafter.  But,  henceforth,  let  not  this  much  grieve 
you  ;  neither  let  your  heart  be  so  deject  or  timorous  in  the  matter,  (for  that  you 
ure  cited  up  to  the  apostolic  sec,)  which  to  us  is  both  grateful  and  accepted. 
And  this  we  will  you,  that  if  they  who  have  cited  you  shall  chance  to  come, 
draw  not  you  back,  but  follow  the  appeal,  if  you  please,  and  spare  not ;  all 
doubt  and  delay  set  apart :  for  the  authority  of  the  church,  tendering  this  your 
constancy,  may  not  do  that  which  may  put  you  in  fear  or  doubt  But  our  dili- 
gence shall  be,  with  all  labour  and  study,  to  conserve  the  right  and  pre-emi- 
(God  willing)  of  that  church  committed  to  you,  so  much  as  in  us  licth, 


(saving  our  justice  and  equity),  as  to  one  whom,  in  working  for  the  church,  wc 
find  to  be  both  a  constant  and  a  valiant  champion.    Further,  this  1  brotherly 

(1)  The  Utin  copy  of  thii  is  in  the  Edition  of  ISM,  p.  I 


Digitized  by  Google 


BECK  KT  APPEALS  TO  THE  POPE.  215 

require  you,  to  repair  unto  the  church  of  Canterbury ;  and,  retaining  but  a  few  Henry  II. 

clerks  about  you,  such  only  as  serve  your  necessity,  make  excursions  out  as  little  

as  you  can,  in  that  country.    But  in  this  especially  I  thought  to  premonish  you,   A.  D. 
that  in  no  case,  neither  for  fear  nor  any  adversity,  whatsoever  may  happen,  you   1 164- 
be  brought  to  renounce  and  give  up  the  right  and  dignity  of  your  church. 
Written  at  Sens,  the  seventh  before  the  Kalends  of  November. 

As  the  archbishop  was  thus  cited  up  to  Rome,  sitting  with  his 
cross  waiting  in  the  court,  neither  giving  place  to  the  king's  request, 
nor  abashed  with  the  clamour  of  the  whole  court  against  him,  calling 
him  traitor  on  every  side,  neither  following  the  advertisement  of  his 
fellow-bishops,  at  length  the  king,  by  certain  earls  and  barons,  sent 
commandment  to  him  (Robert,  earl  of  Leicester,  doing  the  message),  CUM  to 
that  he  should  without  delay  come  and  render  a  full  account  of  all  t^Iin,. 
things  that  he  had  received,  as  the  profits  and  revenues  of  the  realm, 
in  the  time  he  was  chancellor,  and  especially  for  the  thirty  thousand 
marks,  for  the  which  he  was  accountable  to  the  king.1   To  whom  the 
archbishop  answereth  again,  the  king  knew  how  oft  he  had  made  his 
reckoning  of  those  things  which  now  were  required  of  him.  Further 
and  besides,  Henry,  his  son  and  heir  of  his  realm,  with  all  his 
barons,  and  also  Richard  Lucy,  chief  justice  of  England,  told  him, 
that  he  was  free  and  quit  to  God  and  to  holy  church,  from  all 
receipts  and  computations,  and  from  all  secular  exactions  on  the 
king's  behalf.    And  so  he,  taking  thus  his  discharge  at  their  hands, 
entered  into  his  office ;  and  therefore  other  account  besides  this  he 
would  make  none.    When  this  word  was  brought  to  the  king,  he  Judged  to 
required  his  barons  to  do  the  law  upon  him  ;  who,  so  doing,  judged  ^ion!  to 
him  to  be  apprehended  and  laid  in  prison.    This  done,  the  king 
sendeth  to  him  Reginald,  earl  of  Cornwall  and  Devonshire,  and 
Robert,  earl  of  Leicester,  to  declare  to  him  what  was  his  judgment. 
To  whom  the  archbishop  answereth, — "  Hear,  my  son,  and  good  earl, 
what  I  say  unto  you  :  how  much  more  precious  the  soul  is  than  the 
body,  so  much  more  ought  you  to  obey  me  in  the  Lord,  rather  than 
your  terrene  king;  neither  doth  any  law  or  reason  permit  the 
children  to  judge  or  condemn  their  father.     Wherefore,  to  avoid 
both  the  judgment  of  the  king,  of  you,  and  of  all  others,  I  put  myself 
only  to  the  arbitremcnt  of  the  pope,  under  God  alone  to  be  judged 
of  him,  and  of  no  other ;  to  whose  presence,  here  before  you  all, 
I  do  appeal,  committing  the  ordering  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  App*«]«h 
my  dignity,  with  all  other  things  appertaining  to  the  same,  under 
the  protection  of  God  and  him.    And  as  for  you,  my  brethren  and  Thinketh 
fellow-bishops,  who  rather  obey  man  than  God,  you  also  I  call  and  p^t^ion 
cite  to  the  audience  and  judgment  of  the  pope,  and  depart  hence-  Jjjjj^g 
forth  from  you,  as  from  the  enemies  of  the  catholic  church,  and  of  without 
the  authority  of  the  apostolic  sec?*  pop*" 

While  the  barons  returned  with  this  answer  to  the  kintf,  the  arch- 
bishop, passing  through  the  throng,  takcth  unto  him  nis  palfrey, 
holding  nis  cross  in  one  hand,  and  his  bridle  in  the  other,  the 
courtiers  following  after,  and  crying,  44  Traitor  !  traitor  !  tarry  and 
hear  thy  judgment.""  But  he  passed  on  till  he  came  to  the  utter-  fBrfh 
most  gate  of  the  court,  which  being  fast  locked,  there  he  had  been  1  e 
staid,  had  not  one  of  his  servants,  called  Peter,  surnamed  Demunc- 

(I)  Ex  Rogero  Hovedroo.  (X)  Ex  Quivdripartita  Hilt.  lib.  1.  e.  SS. 
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Hnrj  iz.  torio,  finding  there  a  bunch  of  keys  hanging  by,  first  proved  one  key, 
'  ^.t>t   then  another,  till  at  last,  finding  the  true  key,  he  had  opened  the 
1165.  gate,  and  let  him  out.   The  archbishop  went  straight  to  the  house  of 
canons,  where  he  did  lie,  calling  unto  him  the  poor  where  they 
could  be  found.     When  supper  was  done,  making  as  though  he 
would  go  to  bed,  which  he  caused  to  be  made  between  two  altars, 
privily,  while  the  king  was  at  supper,  he  prepareth  his  journey 
secretly  to  escape ;  and  changing  his  garment  and  his  name,  being 
hu'UCne  German,  firet  went  to  Lincoln,  and  from  thence  to  Sandwich, 

an<i  u    '  where  he  took  ship,  and  sailed  into  Flanders,  and  from  thence  jour- 
i*!l^an.  neyed  into  France,  as  Hovcden  saith.     Albeit  Alanus,  differing 
something  in  the  order  of  his  flight,  saith,  "  That  he  departed  not 
that  night ;  but  at  supper-time  came  to  him  the  bishops  of  I^ondon 
and  Chichester,  declaring  to  him,  that  if  he  would  surrender  up  to 
the  king  his  two  manors  of  Otford  and  Wingcham,  there  were  hope 
to  recover  the  king's  favour,  and  to  have  all  remitted.'"    But  when 
the  archbishop  would  not  agree  thereunto,  forasmuch  as  those  manors 
were  belonging  to  the  church  of  Canterbury,  the  king  hearing 
thereof,  great  displeasure  was  taken,  insomuch  that  the  next  day 
Bccket  was  fain  to  send  to  the  king  two  bishops  and  his  chaplain 
for  leave  to  depart  the  realm.    To  this  message  the  king  answered, 
that  he  would  take  pause  thereof  till  the  next  day,  and  then  he 
should  have  an  answer.    But  Becket,  not  tarrying  his  answer,  the 
same  day  conveyed  himself  away  secretly,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  Louis, 
the  French  king ;   but  before  he  came  to  the  king,  Gilbert, 
the  bishop  of  London,  and  William,  the  earl  of  Arundel,  sent  from 
the  king  of  England  to  France,  prevented  him  ;  requiring  the  said 
French  king,  in  the  behalf  of  the  king  of  England,  that  he  would 
not  receive,  nor  retain  in  his  dominion,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury : 
moreover,  that  at  his  instance  he  would  be  a  means  to  the  pope,  not 
to  show  any  familiarity  unto  him.    But  the  king  of  England,  in  this 
point,  seemed  to  have  more  confidence  in  the  French  king,  than 
knowledge  of  his  disposition ;  for  thinking  that  the  French  king 
would  have  been  a  good  neighbour  to  him,  in  trusting  him  too  mucli, 
he  was  deceived.    Neither  considered  he  with  himself  enough  the 
manner  and  nature  of  the  Frenchmen  at  that  time  against  the  realm 
of  England ;  who  then  were  glad  to  seek  and  take  all  manner  of 
occasion  to  do  some  act  against  England. 
fiM  And  therefore  Louis,  the  French  king,  understanding  the  matter, 

ki^'iup-  mit^   thinking,  perchance,  thereby  to  have  some  vantage  against 
Kkct         k*n£  anfl  rcalm  of  England,  by  the  occasion  hereof,  contrary  to 
■NPtfurt    the  king's  letters  and  request,  not  only  harboureth  and  cherishetli 
or  eui'k*  this  Derman,  but  also,  writing  to  the  pope  by  his  almoner  and 
Und-      brother,  entrcatcth  him,  upon  all  loves,  as  ever  he  would  have  his 
favour,  to  tender  the  cause  of  the  Archbishop  Becket.    Thus  the 
dV«wtJw  king's  ambassadors,  repulsed  of  the  French  king,  returned  ;  at  which 
pop*.    '  time  he  sent  another  embassage,  upon  the  like  cause,  to  Alexander, 
the  pope,  then  being  at  Sens,  in  France.    The  ambassadors  sent  on 
tliis  message  were  Roger,  archbishop  of  York  ;  Gilbert,  bishop  of 
London;  Henry,  bishop  of  Winchester;  Hilary,  bishop  of  Chi- 
chester ;  Bartholomew,  bishop  of  Exeter ;  with  other  doctors  and 
clerks :  also  William,  earl  of  Arundel,  with  certain  more  lords  and 
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barons,  who,  coming  to  the  pope's  court,  were  friendly  accepted  of  tfmry  tt. 
certain  of  the  cardinals ;  amongst  the  which  cardinals  rose  also  A  D 
dissension  about  the  same  cause,  some  judging  that  the  bishop  of  1165. 
Canterbury,  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  church,  (as  in  a  good 
cause,)  was  to  be  maintained ;  some  thinking  again,  that  he,  being  a 
perturber  of  peace  and  unity,  was  rather  to  be  bridled  for  his  pre- 
sumption, than  to  be  fostered  and  encouraged  therein.  But  the 
pope,  partly  bearing  with  his  cause,  which  only  tended  to  his 
exaltation  and  magnificence,  partly  again  incensed  with  the  letters 
of  the  French  king,  did  wholly  incline  to  Becket,  as  no  marvel  was. 
Wherefore  the  day  following,  the  pope  sitting  in  consistory  with  his 
cardinals,  the  ambassadors  were  called  for,  to  the  hearing  of  Becket's 
matter ;  and  first  beginneth  the  bishop  of  London  ;  next,  the  arch- 
bishop of  York ;  then  Exeter ;  and  then  the  other  bishops,  every 
one  in  his  order,  began  to  speak  :  whose  orations  being  not  well 
accepted  of  the  pope,  and  some  of  them  also  disdained,  the  carl  of 
Arundel,  perceiving  that,  and  somewhat  to  qualify  and  temper  the 
matter  to  the  pope's  ears,  began  after  this  manner : — 

The  Oration  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel  to  the  Pope. 

Although  to  me  it  is  unknown,  (saith  he,)  who  am  both  unlettered  and 
ignorant,  what  it  is  that  these  bishops  here  have  said,  neither  am  I,  in  that 
tongue,  so  able  to  express  my  mind  as  they  have  done :  yet  being  sent  and 
charged  thereunto  of  my  prince,  neither  can  nor  ought  I  but  to  declare,  as  well 
as  I  may,  what  the  cause  is  of  our  sending  hither :  not,  truly,  to  contend  or 
strive  with  any  person,  nor  to  offer  any  injury  or  harm  unto  any  man,  especially 
in  this  place,  and  in  the  presence  here  of  such  an  one,  unto  whose  beck  and 
authority,  all  the  world  doth  stoop  and  yield.  But  for  this  time  is  our  legacy 
hither  directed:  to  present  here  before  you,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  whole 
church  of  Rome,  the  devotion  and  love  of  our  king  and  master,  which  ever  he 
hath  had,  and  yet  hath  still,  toward  you.  And,  that  the  same  might  the  better 
appear  to  your  excellency,  he  hath  assigned  and  appointed  to  the  furniture  of 
this  legacy,  not  the  least,  but  the  greatest;  not  the  worst,  but  the  best  and 
chiefest  of  all  his  subjects ;  both  archbishops,  bishops,  earls,  barons,  with  other 
potentates  more,  of  such  worthiness  and  parentage,  that  if  he  could  have  found 
greater  in  all  his  realm,  he  would  have  sent  them,  both  for  the  reverence  of 
your  person,  and  of  the  holy  church  of  Rome.  O'er  and  besides  this,  I  might 
add  more,  which  your  sanctitude  hath  sufficiently  tried  and  proved  already, 
namely,  the  true  and  hearty  fidelity  of  this  our  king  and  sovereign  toward  you, 
who,  in  his  first  entrance  to  his  kingdom,  wholly  submitted  himself,  with  all 
that  is  his  besides,  to  your  will  and  pleasure.  And  truly,  to  testify  of  his 
majesty  how  he  is  disposed  to  the  unity  of  the  catholic  faith,  we  believe  there 
is  none  more  faithful  in  Christ  than  he,  nor  more  devout  to  God,  nor  yet  more 
moderate  in  keeping  the  unity  of  peace  whereunto  he  is  called.  And  as  I  may 
be  bold  this  to  protest  for  our  king  and  master,  so  neither  do  I  affirm  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  be  a  man  destitute  or  unfurnished  with  gifts  and 
ornaments  in  his  kind  of  calling,  but  to  be  a  man  both  sage  and  discreet  in 
such  things  as  to  him  appertain,  save  only  that  he  seemeth  to  some,  more 
quick  and  sharp  than  needeth.  This  blot  alone  if  it  were  not,  and  if  the  breach 
between  our  king  and  him  had  not  so  happened,  both  the  regiments  together 
(of  the  temporalty  and  spiritualty)  might  quietly  have  flourished  one  with  the 
other  in  much  peace  and  concord,  both  under  a  prince  so  worthy,  and  a  pastor 
so  virtuous.  Wherefore,  the  case  so  standing  as  it  doth,  our  message  hither, 
and  our  supplication  to  your  vigilant  prudence  is,  that  through  your  favour 
and  wisdom,  the  neck  of  this  dissension  may  be  broken,  and  that  reformation  of 
unity  and  love,  by  some  good  means,  may  be  sought 

This  oration  of  his,  although  it  was  liked  of  them  for  the  softness 
and  moderation  thereof,  yet  it  could  not  persuade  the  Romish  bishop 
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Jfe*ri it.  to  condescend  to  their  suit  and  request ;  which  suit  was,  to  have  two 
A.  D.  Agates  or  arbiters  to  be  sent  from  his  popish  side  into  England,  to 
HM,  examine  and  take  up  the  controversy  between  the  king  and  the 
The  pope  archbishop.    But  the  pope,  incensed,  as  is  said  before,  would  not 
KJJJIS!*  grant  their  petition  :  forasmuch  as  it  should  be  (saith  he)  prejudicial, 
cause     and  tending  to  the  oppression  of  the  archbishop,  to  grant  it,  he  being 
Sfffi»  not  present ;  and  therefore  he  willed  them  to  tarry  his  coming  up ; 
otherwise  he  being  absent,  he  would  not,  he  said,  in  any  case  proceed 
against  him.    But  they  alleging  the  time  to  be  expired  appointed 
to  them  of  the  king,  having  besides  other  lets  and  causes  as  they 
alleged,  said  that  they  could  not  there  wait  for  the  corning  of  Becket, 
but  must  return  back,  their  cause  frustrated,  without  the  pope's 
i*t*et    blessing  to  the  king.    Within  four  days  after,  Becket  cometh  to  the 
ethtf  the  pope's  court,  where  he,  prostrating  himself  at  his  feet,  brought  out  of 
thcl^e.  ms  bosom  a  scroll  containing  the  customs  and  ordinances  of  the  king, 
before  mentioned.    The  pope,  receiving  the  aforesaid  scroll,  and 
reading  it  in  the  open  hearing  of  his  cardinals,  condemned  and 
accursed  the  most  part  of  the  said  decrees  of  the  king,  which  he 
called  1  consuctudines  a  vitas ;'  that  is,  '  his  grandfather's  ordinances.' 
Besides  this,  the  pope  moreover  blamcth  Becket,  for  that  he  so 
much  yielded  to  them  at  the  beginning,  as  he  did :  yet  notwith- 
Repent-  standing,  because  he  was  repentant  for  his  unadvised  fact,  he  was 

ance  for 


rep 

SuVe™-  content  to  absolve  him  for  the  same,  and  the  rather,  because  of  his 
great  troubles,  which  he  for  the  liberties  of  holy  church  did  sustain; 
and  so  with  great  favour  for  that  day  dismissed  him, 

The  next  day  (Alexander  the  pope  assembling  his  cardinals 
together  in  his  secret  chamber)  appeareth  before  them  Archbishop 
Becket,  having  this  oration  to  the  pope  and  his  popelings,  which 
here  I  thought  to  set  out  in  our  vulgar  English  tongue  (translated 
out  of  Latin),  to  the  intent  that  the  posterity  hereafter  may  under- 
stand either  the  vain  superstition  or  vile  slavery  of  the  churchmen  in 
those  days,  who,  being  not  content  with  their  own  natural  prince  and 
king  given  them  of  God,  must  seek  further  to  the  pope  ;  thinking  no 
ecclesiastical  living  to  be  given,  which  is  not  taken  at  his  hands.  The 
words  of  his  oration  be  storied  rightly  thus. 

The  Oration  of  Becket  on  resigning  his  bishopric  to  the  Pope.1 

Fathers  and  Lords,  I  ought  not  to  lie  in  any  place,  much  lew  before  God, 
and  in  your  presence  here.  Wherefore,  with  much  sighing  and  sorrow  of  heart, 
I  grant  and  confess,  that  these  perturbations  of  the  church  of  England  be 
raised  through  my  miserable  fault    For  I  entered  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  but 
merit.      riot  by  the  door  of  Christ ;  for  that  not  the  canonical  election  did  call  me  law- 
fully thereunto,  but  terror  of  public  power  drove  me  in.    And  albeit  I,  against 
my  will,  took  this  burden  upon  me,  vet  not  the  will  of  God,  but  man's 
pleasure  placed  me  in  the  room  ;  and  therefore  no  marvel  though  all  things 
nave  gone  contrary  and  backward  with  mc.  And,  as  for  the  resigning  up  again 
And  why  thereof;  if  I  had  so  done,  and  given  up  to  their  hands  the  privilege  of  my 
no  *  Mr"  bishoply  authority,  which  I  had  granted  to  me  at  the  commandment  of  the 
Becket,    king  (so  as  my  fellow-bishops  did  instantly  call  upon  me  to  do),  then  had  I 
■mnU  to       a  P6™"0'008  an(l  dangerous  example  to  the  whole  catholic  church ;  by 
hi«  h*n<u  reason  whereof  I  thought  to  defer  that  unto  your  presence.    And  now,  there- 
of whom  fore  (recognising  with  myself  my  ingress  not  to  be  canonical,  and  therefore 
ye         fearing  it  to  have  the  worse  ena;  and  again  pondering  my  strength  and 
ability  not  to  be  sufficient  for  such  a  charge),  lest  I  should  be  found  to  sustain 

(1)  Pot  this  oratlou  In  L»tin,  tee  the  Edition  of  1JM,  p.  M.-Eo.. 
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that  room  to  the  ruin  of  the  flock,  to  whom  I  was  appointed  a  pastor  unworthy :  Hnuy  // 
I  here  render  up  to  your  fatherly  hands  the  archbishopric  of  Canterbury. 

A*  13. 

And  so  putting  off  his  ring  from  his  finger,  and  offering  it  to  the  1165. 
pope,  he  desired  a  bishop  for  the  church  of  Canterbury  to  be  pro- 
Tided:  seeing  he  thought  not  himself  meet  to  fulfil  the  same,  and  so 
(with  tears,  as  the  story  saith)  he  ended  his  oration. 

This  done,  the  archbishop  was  bid  to  stand  apart.    The  pope  a  con- 
conferring  upon  this  with  his  cardinals,  about  the  resignation  of  £Jj^°n 
Becket,  what  was  best  to  be  done ;  some  thought  it  best  to  take  the  JJ»  w 
occasion  offered,  thinking  thereby  the  king's  wrath  might  easily  be  cardinal* 
assuaged,  if  the  church  of  Canterbury  were  assigned  to  some  other  b^Ws 
person  ;  and  yet  the  said  Becket  otherwise  to  be  provided  for  not-  not- 
withstanding.   On  the  contrary,  others  thought  otherwise,  whose 
reason  was,  that  if  he,  who,  for  the  liberties  of  the  church,  had 
ventured  not  only  his  goods,  dignity,  and  authority,  but  also  his 
life,  should  now,  at  the  king's  pleasure,  be  deprived,  as  it  might  be  a 
precedent  hereafter  to  others  in  resisting  their  king  in  like  sort,  if  his 
cause  were  maintained,  so  contrariwise,  if  it  quailed,  it  should  be  an 
example  to  all  others  hereafter  not  to  resist  his  prince  in  the  like 
case ;  and  so  might  it  redound,  not  only  to  the  weakening  of  the 
state  of  the  catholic  church,  but  also  to  the  derogation  of  the  pope's 
authority.   Briefly,  this  sentence  at  length  prevailed  :  and  so  Becket 
receiveth  his  pastoral  office  of  the  pope's  hand  again,  with  com- 
mendation and  much  favour.    But  forasmuch  as  he  could  not  be 
well  placed  in  England ;  in  the  mean  while  the  pope  sendeth  him  Becket  ln 
with  a  monk's  habit  into  the  abbey  of  Pontigny  in  France,  where  j£ennlJh" 
he  remained  two  years ;  from  thence  he  removed  to  Scnon,  where  »e*en 
he  abode  five  years.    So  the  time  of  his  exile  continued  seven  years  year*' 
in  all. 

Upon  this,  the  king,  being  certified  by  his  ambassadors  of  the 
pope  s  answer,  how  his  favour  inclined  more  to  Becket  than  to  him, 
was  moved  (and  worthily)  with  wrathful  displeasure ;  and  upon  the 
same  sailing  from  England  into  Normandy,  he  sent  over  certain 
injunctions  directed  against  the  pope  and  the  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, as  were  recited  before,  the  contents  of  which  commence 
thus : — "  If  any  person  should  be  found  to  bring  from  the  pope, 
or  from  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,""  &c. 

Of  these,  and  such  other  injunctions,  Becket  specifieth  partly  in  a 
certain  letter,  writing  to  a  friend  of  his  in  this  manner : 1 

Thomas,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  his  well-beloved  friend,  &c.     Be  it 
known  to  your  brotherly  goodness,  that  we,  with  all  ours  here,  by  God's  {Trace, 
are  safe  and  in  good  health.    Having  a  good  hope  and  trust  in  your  faithful 
amity,  I  charge  you  and  require  you,  that  either  by  the  bringer  hereof,  or  by 
some  other,  whom  ye  know  faithful  and  trusty  to  our  church  of  Canterbury, 
and  to  us,  you  write  with  all  speed  what  is  done.    As  touching  the  king's 
decrees  here  set  out,  these  they  be:  That  all  havens  and  ports  should  oe 
diligently  kept;  that  no  letters  of  the  pope's  interdict  or  curse  l>e  brought  in; 
and,  if  religious  men  bring  them  in,  they  shall  have  their  feet  cut  off;  if  he  be 
a  priest  or  clerk,  he  shall  lose  his  eyes ;  *  if  he  be  a  layman,  let  him  be  hanged ; 
if  he  be  a  leper  let  him  be  burned.    And  if  any  bishop,  for  fear  of  the  pope's 
interdict,  will  depart,  besides  his  staff  only  in  his  hand,  let  him  have  nothing 

(1)  For  the  Latin,  tee  the  Edition  of  IS6S.  p.  54.-1 
(J)  "  Si  etericos,  oculot  et 
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Henry  II.  else.    AUo  the  king's  will  is,  that  all  scholars  and  students  beyond  the  seas 

 -hall  repair  home,  or  else  lose  their  benefices.    And  if  they  yet  shall  remain, 

A.  D.   they  shall  lose  the  liberty  of  ever  returning.    Further,  if  any  such  priests  shall 
* 166-   be  found,  that  for  the  pope's  suspense  or  interdict  will  refuse  to  sing,  they  shall 
be  shamefully  mutilated.'    In  fine,  all  such  priests  as  sliow  themselves  rebels  to 
the  king,  let  them  be  deprived  of  their  benefices,"  &c. 

A.D.uee.     Besides  these  and  such  like  injunctions,  it  was  also  set  forth  by 
the  king's  proclamation,  a.d.  1166,  that  all  manner  of  persons,  both 
men  and  women,  whosoever  were  found  of  the  kindred  of  Thomas 
Becket,  should  be  exiled,  without  taking  any  part  of  their  goods 
with  them,  and  sent  to  him  where  he  was ;  which  was  no  little  vex- 
BecVirt  ation  to  Becket  to  behold  them.    Moreover,  forasmuch  as  he  then 
bathed  was  lying  with  Gwarine,  abbot  of  Pontigny,  to  whom  the  pope,  as 
'  is  aforesaid,  had  commended  him ;  therefore  the  king,  writing  to  the 
same  abbot,  required  him  not  to  retain  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
in  his  house,  for  if  he  did,  he  would  drive  out  of  his  realm  all  the 
monks  of  his  order.2  Whereupon  Becket  was  enforced  to  remove 
from  thence,  and  went  to  Louis,  the  French  king,  by  whom  he  was 
placed  at  Sens,  and  there  was  found  of  him  the  space  of  five  years, 
as  is  above  mentioned. 

In  the  mean  time,  messengers  went  daily  with  letters  between  the 
king  and  the  pope,  between  the  pope  again  and  him,  and  also  between 
BccVet  tne  archbishop  and  others,  whereof,  if  the  reader,  peradventure,  shall 
TTiieth  ^e  desirous  to  see  the  copies,  I  have  thought  here  to  express  certain 
•r hi*  of  them,  to  satisfy  his  desire ;  first  beginning  with  the  epistle  of 
ESpapS  Becket,  complaining  of  Ids  prince  to  the  pope,  in  manner  and  form 
as  followeth. 

The  copy  of  an  Epistle  sent  by  Thomas  Becket  to  Pope  Alexander.* 

To  your  presence  and  audience  I  flee,  most  holy  fattier,  that  you,  who  have 
bought  the  liberty  of  the  church  with  your  so  great  danger,  might  the  rather 
attend  to  the  same,  either  being  the  only  or  chief  cause  of  my  persecution, 
using  and  following  therein  your  example.  It  grieveth  me  that  the  state  of 
tlie  church  should  fall  to  any  decay,  and  that  the  liberties  thereof  should  be 
infringed  through  the  avarice  of  princes.  For  the  which  cause  I  thought  to 
resist  oetimes  that  inconvenience  beginning  so  to  grow;  and  the  more  I  thought 
myself  obliged  to  the  same,  my  prince,  unto  whom  next  under  God  I  am  most 
chiefly  bound,  the  more  boldness  I  took  to  me,  to  withstand  his  unrightful 
attempts,  till  such  as  were  on  the  contrary  part,  my  adversaries,  prevailed, 
working  my  disquietness,  and  incensing  him  against  me.  Whereupon,  as  the 
manner  is  amongst  princes,  they  raised  up  agaiiiBt  me  citations  and  slanders,  to 
the  occasion  of  my  persecution  ;  but  I  had  rather  be  proscribed  than  subscribe. 
Besides  this,  I  was  also  called  to  judgment,  and  cited  before  the  king  to  make 
answer  there  as  a  lay  person,  to  secular  accounts,  and  while  they  whom  I 
most  trusted  did  most  forsake  me ;  for  I  saw  my  fellow-brethren,  trie  bishop*, 
through  die  instigation  of  some,  ready  to  my  condemnation.  Whereupon,  all 
being  set  against  me,  and  I  thus  oppressed  on  every  side,  I  took  my  refuge  to 
appeal  to  your  goodness,  which  casteth  off  none  in  their  extremities,  being 
ready  to  make  my  declaration  before  you,  that  I  ought  neither  to  be  judged 
there  in  tliat  place,  nor  yet  of  them.  For  what  were  that,  father,  but  to  usurp 
to  themselves  your  right,  and  to  bring  the  spiritualty  under  the  temporaltv  ? 
which  thing,  once  begun,  may  breed  an  example  to  many.  And  therefore  "so 
much  the  more  stout  I  thought  to  be  in  withstanding  this  matter,  how  much 
more  prone  and  inclined  I  saw  the  way  to  hurt,  if  they  might  once  see  us  to  be 

(1)  See  Note  J,  p.  119  - Ed. 

(2)  These  monki  were  or  the  OlstereUn  order. 

(3)  For  the  Latin,  tee  the  Edition  of  ISM,  p.  M.-En. 
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faint  and  weak  in  the  Ramp.    But  they  will  say  to  me  here  again:  "Give  to  n,nriii 

Gesar  that  which  belongs  to  Ca?sar,"  &c.    But,  to  answer  again  thereunto:  — 

albeit  we  are  bound  to  obey  our  king  in  most  things  y?t  not  in  such  manner  of   A.  D. 
things,  whereby  he  is  made  to  be  no  king ;  neither  were  they  then  things   1 1 
belonging  to  Cicsar,  but  to  a  tyrant;  concerning  the  which  points  these 
bishops  should  not  for  me  only,  but  for  themselves,  have  resisted  the  king.  For  To  kecp 
if  the  extreme  judgment  be  reserved  to  him  who  is  able  to  judge  both  body  and  roidertl 


is  it  not  then  extreme  pride  for  men  there  to  judge,  who  judge  but  by  gffij* 
themselves  ?    If  the  cause  of  the  bishops  and  of  the  clergv,  which  I  maintain,  .i  „„ 
be  right,  w'-y  be  they  set  against  me?  why  do  they  reprehend  me?    For  if  I  cau«cMif- 
appealed  to  him,  before  whom  either  it  was  not  lawful,  or  else  not  expedient  for  u^"!,^ 
me  H  to  do,  what  seem  they  by  this,  but  either  to  blame  me  causeless,  or  else  a  prince 
to  distrust  your  equity  ?    For  me  to  be  convicted  before  your  holiness,  it  had 
been  a  double  confusion.    Or  wherein  have  I  deserved  to  be  persecuted  of 
them,  for  whose  cause  I  have  set  myself  to  stand  in  their  behalf?    And  if  they 
liad  willed,  I  had  prevailed ;  but  it  is  ill  with  the  head,  when  it  is  left  of  its 

members  and  forsaken ;  as  if  the  eyes  -I  I.I  take  the  tongue  to  speak  against 

the  head.   If  they  hud  had  eyes  to  have  foreseen  the  matter,  they  might  under- 
stand themselves  to  speak  their  own  destruction,  and  that  the  princes  did  use 
their  hi  lp  but  to  their  own  servitude.    And  what  so  great  cause  of  hatred  had 
they  against  me,  to  procure  their  own  undoing  in  undoing  of  me  ?    So  while 
they  neglected  spiritual  things  for  temporal,  they  have  lost  them  both.  What 
should  I  speak  more  of  this,  that  I  repugning  them,  and  appealing  to  your 
audience,  they  yet  durst  presume  to  stand  in  judgment  and  condemnation 
against  me,  as  children  against  their  father.    Yea,   and  not  against  me 
only,  but  against  the  universal  church  of  God,  conspiring  together  with 
the  prince  being  with  me  offended.    And  this  suspicion  might  also  as  well 
pertain  to  you,  holy  father.    But  to  this  they  will  say,  that  they  owe  their  duty 
and  sen'ice  unto  the  king,  as  their  lord,  to  whom  they  are  bound  upon  their  Jf  ye 
allegiance.    To  whom  1  answer,  that  to  him  they  stand  bound  bodily,  to  me  nrean  by 
spiritually.  But  to  whom  ought  they  rather  to  stand  bound,  than  to  themselves  ?  *j,j£t™' 
And  were  it  not  better  to  sustain  the  loss  of  corporal  than  of  spiritual  things  ?  auc'n*!* 
But  here  they  will  say  again  ;  at  this  time  the  prince  was  not  to  be  nrovoked.  pertain 
How  subtilly  do  these  men  dispute  for  their   own  bondage?     lea,  tVioy  J^t*^ *p1~ 
themselves  provoke  him  by  their  own  excess,  ministering  wings  unto  him  to  pan  0f 
fight  against  them ;  for  he  would  have  rested  if  they  had  rysisted.    And  when  ro»n.  I 
is  constancy  more  to  be  required,  than  in  persecution  ?    Be  not  a  man's  chief  ^^'i^ut 
friends  most  tried  in  persecution  ?  If  they  give  over  still,  how  shall  they  obtain  bertic*  be 

the  victory .'    Sometimes  thev  must  needs  resist.   Condescend,  therefore,  holy  , 
.   .  «  .,        .  •    .  pertain  to 

father,  to  my  exile  and  persecution,  and  remember  that  I  also  once  was  a  great  the  in- 
man,  in  the  time  when  it  was;  and  now  for  your  sake  thus  injuriously  I  am  wardor 
treated.     I'se  your  rigour,  and  restrain  them  by  whose  instigation  the  name  SK?11^ 
of  this  persecution  begun,  and  let  none  of  these  things  be  imputed  to  the  king,  rather  are 
who  rather  is  to  be  accounted  the  repairer  than  the  author  of  this  business.  things 

*  trior?  cor- 

Jlesides  this  epistle  sent  to  the  pope,  he  writeth  also  another,  ^r^u 
sent  to  the  king,  in  Latin,  the  tenor  whereof  he  that  is  disposed  to  liStiS" 
read  may  peruse  in  our  former  edition,1  with  notes  atljoincd  withal.  wJ*?* 

but  every 

(!)  An  EpUtle  oT  Beeket,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  King  Henry,  found  only  in  the  edition  of  cause 
)-"".!,  at  page  35,with  the  notes,  probably  of  John  Foxe,  adjoined.  —  Ed.  maketh 
Dciidcrio  desideravi  videre  fticiem  restrain  el  loqui  robUeum.l    Non  multum  quidem  propter  no*  a  true 
me.  srd  tnaxime  propter  vo* :  ut  vita  facie  mea  redureretit  ad  memoriam  servitia,  quir,  dum  persecu- 
aperero  in  obsequio  veitro,  exhlbui  tobis  devote  et  fldcliter  juxta  animi  ron*rientiam.   Sic  me  Deus  tion. 
adjuvrt  in  examine  ultimo,  quando  otnnes  astabunt  ante  tribunal  ipaius,  rcccpturi  prout  p  wruui 
in  corporc,  »ive  botium.  sivc  malum,  et  ut  movercmini  »upcr  me  pietatc,  quern  oporlet  mendirando 
rWcrc  inter  alienoa.  Licet  tamen  Dei  gratia,  cum  abundantia  victualia  ad  suflicicntlam  habeamut. 
nobis  consolatio  multa,  quod  dicit  apostolus :  omnes  qui  pie  volunt  vivere  in  Christo. 


prrKCUtionem  palientur.     Et  prupbeta  :_non  vidi  Justum  derelictum,  nec  semen  ejus  qua-rrns 

i  dominus 


ex  causis.    Turn  quia  dominus  mens  estis  :  turn  quia  rex  metis  estis  : 
E6  quod  dominus  debeo  vobts  et  <  _ 


Certain  Soles  upon  IhU  Latin  Epistle. 
1.  fmo  max  I  me  «uum  agit  negoctum  etiamti  dissimulat  scdulo. 

I  Si  dominus  eat.  cur  te  non  prcbe*  illi  Mrmirn !  Si  rex,  cur  non  subditum  oMcndis?  porro 
.  luro  servus  non  sui  sit  juris,  «ed  In  posscssione  sui  domini,  quo  jure  eriro  servum  ngis  fugittum, 
ab  eo  aufuglena.  qui  Jure  tui  veridical  possessionem?  atque  in  te  potcitutcm 


Jtur  illi  te  consilium 
nUl  is  consilium  cxigst. 


t 
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Htnryii.  Besides  which  epistle  to  the  king  in  Latin,  he  sent  also  one  or  two 
^  more  to  the  said  King  Henry  II.,  much  alter  the  like  rate  and  sort :  one 
1066.  thus  beginning,  "  Loqui  de  Deo,  libcne  mentis  est  et  valdc  quietie. 

 Inde  est  quod  loquar  ad  Dominum  meum,  et  utinam  ad  omnes  pacifi- 

quium  quodcunque  debet  episcopus  secundum  honorem  Dei  ct  sancte  ecdesla*,  domino.  Bo  quod 
rex.  tcneor  vobi»  ad  reverentiam  et  comroonltionera.  Eo  quod  Alius,  offidi  ration*,  ad  castigationera 
teneor  et  coheir  ion  em.  Corripit  enim  pater  nlium  nunc  blandis  nunc  aaperis,  ut  vel  sic  prorocet 
eum  ad  benefaciendum.  Nosse  debctls  vos  pratia  rcgcra  esse,  primo  quia  vos  ipaum  rrgere 
debet  is  viumque  vest  ram  optimis  informare  moribu*,  ut  vestri  cxemplo  cirteri  provocentur 
ad  melius.*  Juxta  Ulud  aaplentU :  Componitm*  orbU  regis  ad  rxemplum.  Secundo,  alio*  hot 
dcmulcendo,  alio*  putiiendo  poteatatia  auctoritate  quam  ab  ecdesla  reeepittia  turn  aaeramento 
unctionia,  turn  gladii  officio,  quetn  gestaatls  ad  malefartorea  ccclesiae  conterendoa.  Inunguntar 
enim  reges  tribu*  in  locis,  in  capite,  in  pertore,  in  brachlia.  Quod  sign  idea  t  gloriam,  tcieiiiiam 
et  forritudinem.  Qui  antiquis  temporibua  juatlflcationes  Dei  non  observabant,  et  prrvaricati 
aunt  mandata  ejus;  hla  aublata  eat  gloria,  adentia,  et  fortitudo,*  et  coram  generation!.  Ex- 
emplo Pharaoni*,  Nebugodonoaor,  Saulls,  Salomon ia,  aliorumque  pluriura.  Qui  vero  poet  delictum 
■uum,  cordia  contritione  humUlarerunt  se  domino :  hia  Dei  gratia  acceuit  cum  omnibua  aupradictis 
abundantila,  et  perleetlua.  Sieut  David,  Eaecbia-,  aliiaque  quam  plurimia  Chriitua  fundadt  mat  rem 
eccletiam,  ejuaque  cumparavits  libertatem  sanguine  proprio,  sustinendo  flagella  sputa,  davoa, 
mortia  angustlas,  nobis  relinqueni  exemplum  at  sequainur  vestigia  ejua.  Unde  dieit  apostolus : 
si  compatlamur  el,  et  conregnabimua :  si  commoriunur,  et  reeurgemut.  Eccletia  enim  Dei  In 
duobus  conatat  ordlnibua,  clero,  et  populo.  In  clero  sunt  apostoli,  apostolicique  \  in.  epiacopi,  et 
carterl  doctores  eccleaiae,  quibus  commissi  est  cura  et  regnnm  ipsiu*  ecdesla*,  qui  tractate  habent 
negocla  cedes  laatlca,  ut  totum  reducant  ad  salutem  animarum.  Unde  eta  Petro  dictum  eat,  et  in 
Petro  allia  rectoribus  cccleaiarum,  non  rcgibua,  non  princlplbus :  Tu  es  Petrus,  et  super  hane  petnun 
lediticabo  ecclesiani  meam,  et  porta  Infert  non  pratvalebunt  ad  versus  earn.  In  populo  aunt  reges, 
et  principes,  duces,  rami  tea,  et  alls  potestates,  qui  secularla  habent  tractare  negotla,  ct  totum 
reducant  ad  pacem  et  unitatem  eccleslse.  Et  quia  cert  urn  eat  reges  poteslatem  suam  aedpere  ab 
ecdesia,  non  ipaam  ab  lilts,  sed  a  Christo,  ut  sajva  pace  vestra  loquar,  non  habetls  episcopis  1 
pnrcipere,  absolvcre  aliquem.vel  excommunicare.trahereclerico*  ad  secularla  examina  judicate  de 
deciraia,  vel  eccleslls.  Interdlcere  episcopis  ne  tractent  cauaaa,  de  transgTessione  fidci  vel  juramenti, 
et  multa  In  hunc  modum  quae  scripts  sunt  inter  consuetudines  vestras,  quas  diciti*  avitaa.  Domi- 
ntia  enim  did! :  leges  mcas  custodite.  Et  per  prophetam  :  Vie  qui  condunt  legea  iniquaa  et  scri- 
bentes  acripaerunt  Injustitiaa,  ut  opprimerent  paupere*  in  judicio,  et  vim  face  rent  cauajc  hum  ilium 
populi  Dei.  Audlat  namque,  si  placet,  dominua  meua  concilium  fldelia  sui,  contmonitionem  epia- 
copi sui,  castigationem,*  patris  sui.  Ne  cum  schiamaticia  de  caetcro  habeat  aliquam  familiaritaterr, 
vel  communionem,  nee  cum  eia  aliquo  modo  contrahat  fcrdus  vel  amicitiam.   Noturo  est  enim  toti 


fete  mundo,  quam  devote,  quam  honoriflce  dom.  papam  recvperatla,  quantum  ecclcsiam  Komaruun 
fbveritia,  et  honoraveritla,  quantumque  dom.  papa,  et  etiam  eeclesU  Romana  personam  vestram  dilex- 
erlnt,  honoraverint,  et  In  quibuscumquc  secundum  Deum  potuerint  vo*  cxaudlerunt.  Nolite,  Do- 
mlne  mi,  ergo  si  salutem  animtc  vestra:  desideratls,  eidem  ecdesla*,  quod  auum  eat,  aliqua  ratione 
aubtrahere,  seu  In  aliquo  ei  cltra  Justltiam  eontraire.  I  mo  eamdam  el  permittatis  in  regno  vesrro 
habere  *  libertatem,  quam  in  alii*  regnis  habere  dinoscltur.  Memores  quoque  sitis  confessionis 
quam  fecistls,  et  posubtls  acriptam  super  altare  apud  Westminster,  de  servanda  ecclcsla*  libertatc, 
quando  contecratf  fuistia,  et  uncti  in  re  gem  a  pra*dccc*sore  nostra  Theobaldo.  Eedealam  etiara 
Cantuariensem  a  qua  promotionem  et  consecrationem  accepistis,  in  eum  statu ra  reatituatU  et  digni- 
tatem, In  quibus  fuii  temporibus  pnedecessorum  nostrorum, >°  possessiones  etiam  ad  ipaam  ecclcsiam 
et  ad  no*  pertinentea  villas,  prtrdia,  cast  el  la,  et  omnia  quae  pro  voluntate  vestra  rtistribuistii 
res  et  omnes  ablatas  tarn  nostraa  quam  clcricorum  nostromm  et  laicorum  in  Integrum  nobis  resti- 
tuatis.  Permittatis  etiam,  si  placet,  no*  llbere,  et  in  pace,  et  eum  omni  aecuritatc  redire  in  i 
,  officioquc  nostra  tibcre  uti.  sicut  debemua.  et  ratio  exlglt.  Et  nos  vobis  i 
)  et  regi  parati  sumua  fldellter  et  devote  pro  viribus  servlre  in  i 
i  Dd  et  eccleslse  Ro 
ictt 


eat  subjiri  sui*  princlpibua,  non  eos  (ubdere  epiacopi  sunt  subditi,  suis  | 
i  male  conantur  episc.  auo*  slbi  principe*  tubjiccre.   Ad  prindpi*  spectat  or 
idvertere  in  sontcs  :  Becketus  Id  non  permittit,  prohibens  clerieoa  auo*  ad  supplida 
i  Becketus  non  se  preatat  aubditum  suo  regi. 

4.  Neg©  argument.  Deu*  punivit  malo*  principes  contra  mandata  sua  delinquents.  Ergo  pen- 
tlfices  et  epiacopi  punlre  reges  debent,  suadecrcta  transgredientes. 

5.  Fallada  est  a  falsa  definitlone  llbertatis  ecclesiastic*;.  Ea  enim  libertas  quam  Christu*  suo 
aanguinc  com  para  vit,  ad  consdentlam  duntaxat  attinet,  non  ad  terrena  privilcgia,  aut  corporcas 
facilitate*.   Christu*  Igitnr  aliam  nobis  redemlt  libertatem,  Becketus  de  alia  argutatur 

6.  Quod  Petro  dictum  est,  dictum  est  tan  turn  rectoribus  eccletta*.  Principes  non  sunt  rectnres 
ccclesife.  Ergo  non  dictum  est  princlpibua.  Hesp.  Ncganda  est  minor,  ddnde  majorem  ale  intdligo 
ex  Aug.  Quod  dictum  est  Petro,  ductum  est  eeeleain*  universe  fiddlum.  quatenus  (idem  habet  in 
Christum.  Super  quam  fldem  ediflcatur  ecdesia  and*  liquet  dictum  hoc  non  magis  spectarc  ad 
clerum  quam  ad  principes  ridden,  &e 

7.  Pallacla  est  a  divlsi*  ad  conjunct*.  Sunt  enim  variae  In  eedesla  Christl  functionesvque  varia? 
sunt  ad  alios  atque  alios  referenda-.  Qua*  vero  torts  sunt  et  Juris  ordlnesque  extern!,  et  ad  ea»tl- 
gationf  attlnent,  propria  sunt  prindpum.  Tantum  ad  clerum  spectat  diapenaatio  sermoni*  Dei.  et 
sacramentorum  adminlstratio.  Jam  ruet  omniaque  disjungenda  cram,  pcrperam  confundh  hie 
theologus  In  una  persona. 

8.  Eplscopi  si  probi  ruerint  did  fort  as  se  patres  potannt  suorum  prindpum.  sed  in  Christo  tamrn. 
i  nisi  In  dsque  ad  salutis  tantum  cur  am.  doctrine;  videlicet  et  sicramcntorum  ■ 


In  ceteris  vero  principes  patres  sunt,  et  euram  gerant  eplscoporum  non  illc  priocipum. 

9.  Iterum  hie  peccatur  in  falsa  llbertatis  drfinitione. 

10.  Ut  facile  hie  intelliga*  lector  suam  dignitatem  et  possessiones  quarri  ab  epUcopia,  potius 
quam  gloriam  Jesu  Christi. 

11.  Proximus  honor  secundnm  Der.m  debetur  regibus  In  sua  cujusque  ditione,  juxta  script ura; 
thcologiam,  qua*  dicit :  Deum  ttmete,  regem  honorificate ^:  at  c~ 
ordine  argult.  honorem 
et  post  hare  rcgibut. 
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orai,"  &c.  Wliich  epistle,  for  that  I  would  not  overcharge  the  volume  n^n. 
of  these  histories  with  too  much  matter  superfluous,  I  thought  here  ^  j) 
to  omit.  The  other  he  sent  afterwards,  whereof  the  words  be  these:—  n 66. 

Another  Letter  of  Bccket,  sent  to  King  Henry  II  1 

To  his  lord  and  friend  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  duke  of  . 
Normandy  and  Aquitain,  earl  of  Anjou :  Thomas,  by  the  same  grace,  humble 
minister  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  (sometime  his  temporally,  out  now  more 
his  in  the  Lord),  health  and  true  repentance  with  amendment.  I  have  long  looked 
for  that  the  Lord  would  look  upon  you,  and  that  you  would  convert  and  repent, 
departing  from  your  perverse  way;  and  cut  off  from  you  your  wicked  and 
perverse  counsellors,  by  whose  instigation,  as  it  is  thought,  you  are  fallen  into 
that  deep,  whereof  the  Psalm  speaketh,  "  A  sinner,  when  be  cometh  to  the 
depth  of  mischiefs,  is  without  all  care  or  fear."  And  albeit  we  have  hitherto 
quietly  suffered  and  borne,  considering  and  earnestly  looking  if  there  would 
any  messenger  come  that  would  say :  44  Your  sovereign  lord,  the  king,  who  now 
a  long  time  hath  erred  and  been  deceived,  and  led  even  to  the  destruction  of 
the  church,  through  God's  mercy,  with  abundant  humility,  doth  now  again 
make  speed  for  the  deliverance  of  the  church,  and  to  make  satisfaction  and 
amendment;"  yet  notwithstanding  we  cease  not,  day  by  day,  continually  to  call 
upon  Almighty  God  with  most  humble  devotion,  that  that  which  we  have  long 
desired  for  you,  and  by  you,  we  may  speedily  obtain  with  abundant  effect. 
And  this  is  one  point,  that  the  care  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  whereunto 
God  hath  presently  appointed  us  albeit  unworthy,  you  being  king,  doth 
specially  constrain  me,  in  that  as  yet  we  are  detained  in  exile,  to  write  unto 
your  majesty  letters  commonitory,  exhortatory,  and  of  correction.  But  I  would 
to  God  they  were  fullv  able  to  correct,  lest  that  I  be  too  great  a  cloaker  of 
your  outrages,  if  there  be  any,  as  indeed  there  are ;  for  the  which  we  are  not  a 
little  sorry.  I  mean  especially  of  them  which  are  done  by  you  in  every  place, 
about  the  church  of  God  and  the  ecclesiastical  persons,  without  any  reverence 
either  of  dignity  or  person ;  and  lest  also  that  I  appear  negligent  to  the  great 
danger  of  my  soul ;  for  without  doubt  he  beareth  the  offence  of  him  which  doth 
commit  any  offence,  who  neglecteth  to  correct  that  which  another  ought  to 
amend ;  for  it  is  written,  44  Not  only  they  which  do  commit  evil,  but  also  they 
that  consent  thereunto,  are  counted  partakers  of  the  same."  For  they  verily  do 
consent,  who,  when  they  both  might  and  ought,  do  not  resist,  or  at  the  least 
reprove ;  for  the  error  which  is  not  resisted  is  allowed,  and  the  truth,  when  it  is 
not  defended,  is  oppressed ;  neither  doth  it  lack  a  privy  note  of  society  in  him, 
who  ceaseth  to  withstand  a  manifest  mischief.*  For  like  as,  most  noble  prince, 
a  small  city  doth  not  diminish  the  prerogative  of  so  mighty  a  kingdom  as  yours, 
so  your  royal  power  ought  not  to  oppress  or  change  the  measure  of  the 
religious  dispensation ;  for  it  is  provided  always  by  the  laws,  that  all  judg- 
ments against  priests  should  proceed  by  the  determination  of  priests ;  for 
whatsoever  bishops  they  are,  albeit  that  they  do  err  as  other  men  do,  not 
exceeding  in  any  point  contrary  to  the  religion  of  faith,  they  ought  not,  nor 
can  in  any  case  be  judged  of  the  secular  power.*  Truly  it  is  the  part  of  a  good 
and  religious  prince  to  repair  the  ruinous  churches,  to  build  new,  to  honour 
the  priests,  and  with  great  reverence  to  defend  them,  after  the  example  of  the 
godly  prince  of  most  happy  memory,  Constantine,*  who  said,  when  a  complaint 


Certain  Sotti  or  KUnckts  upon  this  Epistle. 

I.  The  scope  of  this  epistle  ii  thin,  to  prove  that  bishops  sod  priest* 
V.i-  covert  and  eontrorment  of  temporal  power. 

2  Thi»  similitude  holdcih  not.    For.  though  the  smailness  of  a  city  1 
rative  of  a  kingdom,  yet  the  evilness  and  rebellion  of  a  city  do  worthily  blemish  ila  own 

prerogative. 


3  80  taith  the  pope'*  decree,  (Dist  10),  but  the  acripture  of  God  importcth  otherwise.  Ablathar 
the  priest  was  deposed  by  King  Solomon,  not  for  any  heresy,  but  for  other  causes;  (3  Reg.  12;. 
Jonathan  took  hi*  priesthood  of  King  Alexander;  and  Simon,  of  Demetrius,  ( I  Marcao.  vil.)  Christ 


hi*  priesthood  1 

_  tribute  to  Cirsar  for  himself  and  tor  Peter.  Also  Peter  saith,  *'  Be  ye  subject  to  etcry 
human  creature  ;"  and  it  fblloweth,  "  whether  it  be  to  the  king  as  to  the  chief,"  fcc.  Alto  Pope 
Leo  submitted  himself  to  Ludorieua,  the  emperor,  with  these  wards  :  "  And  If  we  do  any  thing 
incompetently,  and  do  swerve  from  the  path  of  righteousness,  we  will  stand  to  your  reformation,  or 

of  them  whom  you  shall  send."   (Qusfst  11.  Hoa.  vlL)   

1  Notwithstanding,  the  said  Constantine,  writing  to  the  bishops  ronpregated  at  Tyre,  first 
chulrth  them  then  commandeth  Uiem  to  resort  unto  hia  presence,  to  have  their  cause  Judged  and 
deeded.  (Trip.  Hist.  lib.  »U.  cap.  T.) 
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HtmfU.  of  the  clergy  was  brought  to  him,  "  You,"  said  he, "  can  be  judged  by  no  secular 

 judge,  who  are  reserved  to  the  only  judgment  of  God."    And  forsomuch  as  we 

A- 1>-  do  read  that  the  holy  apostles  and  their  successors,  appointed  by  the  testimony  of 
1 1  (Jod,  commanded  that  no  persecution  nor  troubles  ought  to  be  made,  nor  to 
envy  those  which  labour  in  the  held  of  the  Lord,  and  that  the  stewards  of  the 
Eternal  King  should  not  be  expelled  and  put  out  of  their  seats ;  who  then 
doubteth,  but  that  the  priests  of  Christ  ought  to  be  called  the  fathers  and  masters 
of  all  other  faithful  princes  ?  Is  it  not  a  miserable  madness,  then,  if  the  son 
should  go  about  to  bring  the  father  under  obedience,'  or  the  scholar  his  master.' 
and  by  wicked  bonds8  to  bring  him  in  subjection,  by  whom  he  ought  to  believe 
that  he  may  be  bound  and  loosed,  not  only  in  earth,  but  also  in  heaven  ?  If  you 
be  a  ::>■>•  ><1  and  a  catholic  king,  and  one  as  we  hope,  or  rather  desire  you  should 
be  (be  it  spoken  under  your  license),  you  are  the  child  of  the  church,  and  not  the 
ruler  of  the  church.  You  ought  to  learn  of  the  priests,  and  not  to  teach  them ; 
you  ought  to  follow  the  priests  in  ecclesiastical  matters,7  and  not  to  go  before 
them,  having  the  privilege  of  your  power  given  you  of  God  to  make  public 
laws,  that,  by  his  benefits,  you  should  not  be  unthankful  against  the  dispen- 
sation of  the  heavenly  order,  and  that  you  should  usurp  nothing,  but  use  tnem 
with  a  wholesome  disposition. 

Wherefore,  in  those  things  which,  contrary  unto  that,  vou  have,  through 
your  malicious  counsel,  rather  than  by  your  own  mind  wickedly  usurped ;  with  all 
humility  and  satisfaction  speedily  give  place,  that  the  hand  of  the  Most  Highest 
be  not  stretched  out  against  you,  as  an  arrow  against  the  mark.  For  the  Most 
Highest  hath  bended  his  bow  openly  to  shoot  against  him  that  will  not  confess 
his  ofTences.  Be  not  ashamed,  whatsoever  wicked  men  say  to  you,  or  that 
traitors  do  whisper  in  your  ear,  to  humble  yourself  under  the  mighty  hand  of 
God ;  for  it  is  he  who  exalteth  the  humble,  and  throweth  down  the  proud ; 
who  also  revenge th  himself  upon  princes ;  he  is  terrible,  and  who  shall  resist 
him  ?  You  ought  not  to  have  let  slip  out  of  your  memory,  in  what  state  God 
did  find  you ;  how  he  hath  preferred,  honoured,  and  exalted  you  ;  blessed  you 
with  children,  enlarged  your  kingdom,  and  established  the  same  in  despite  of 
your  enemies ;  insomuch  that  hitherto,  in  a  manner,  all  men  have  said  with 
great  admiration,  that  this  is  he  whom  God  hath  chosen.  And  how  will  you 
reward,  or  can  you  reward  him  for  all  these  things  which  he  hath  done  unto 
you  1  Will  you, — at  the  provocation  and  instance  of  those  who  are  about  you, 
that  persecute  the  church,  and  the  ecclesiastical  ministers,*  and  alwavs  have 
according  to  their  power  persecuted  them,  rendering  evil  for  good,  bringing 
oppressions,  tribulations,  injuries,  and  afflictions  upon  the  church  and  church- 
men,— do  the  like  ?  Are  not  these  they  of  whom  the  Lord  speaketh  :  "  He  that 
heareth  you,  heareth  me ;  he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  me ;  and  he  that 
toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  apple  of  mine  eye."  Verily,  forsakine  all  that  thou 
hast,  take  up  thy  cross,  that  thou  may  est  follow  thy  God,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
Yet  will  it  scarcely  be,  or  not  at  all,  that  thou  snalt  appear  a  thankful  recom- 
penscr  of  the  benefits  received  at  his  hand.  Search  the  Scriptures  with  such 
as  are  learned,  and  you  shall  understand  that  Saul,  albeit  he  was  the  elect  of 
the  Lord,  perished  with  his  whole  house,  because  he  departed  from  the  ways  of 
the  Lord.* 

Uzziah  also,  king  of  Judah,  whose  name  is  spoken  of  and  spread  over  all, 
through  the  manifold  victories  given  him  of  God,  his  heart  was  so  piuTed  up  to 
his  destruction,  because  the  Lord  did  help  and  strengthen  him  in  every  place, 

S.  "  The  father  under  obedience,"  lie.    If  fatherhood  go  by  age.  I  suppose  that  King  Henry  was 
older  than  Bccket.    If  fatherhood  coniUt  in  authority,  I  Judge  the  authority  of  a  king  to  be  above 
authority  of  an  archbishop.    If  the  aee  of  Canterbury  make  the  fatherhood,  yet  had  Beeket  no 
»e  to  claim  fatherhood  over  the  king.  »ecing  the  ion  ordained  the  father ;  that  U,  accing  the 
king  made  him  his  archbiihop,  and  he  made  not  him  his  kins. 
»nd»."  Alii 


6.  "  By  wicked  bond.."  All  is  wicked  with  the  papists,  tiiat  bringeth  them  in  subjection  totbelr 
princei. 

7  Ecclesiastical  matters  be  such,  as  properly  belong  to  doctrine  and  divine  knowledge,  for  the 


institution  of  the  soul,  and  information  of  conscience.    In  which  both  princes  and  subjects  ought 

it  error,  or  else  not.    But  what 


to  follow  the  pastors,  so  long  as  they  go  truly  before 
maketh  this  for  the  lands  and  liberties  of  churchmen  f 

H.  Punishment  due  to  malefactors  and  rebels  is  not  to  be  called  persecution,  but  due  correction. 
9.  Sjt.nl  brake  the  commandment  of  Gnd  and  was  rejected.  Oxias,  contrary  to  the  commandment 

word  of  the  law.  put 


as  for  spoiling  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  offering  to  idols. 
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that  he,  contemning  the  fear  and  reverence  of  the  Lord,  would  usurp  unto  Henry  II. 

himself  that  which  was  not  his  office,  that  is  to  say,  the  priesthood,  and  offer  — — 

incense  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  for  the  which  he  was  stricken  with  a  leprosy,  »  D. 
and  cast  out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Many  other  kings  and  holy  men  of 
great  substance,  because  they  have  walked  above  their  estate  in  the  marvels  of 
the  world,  presuming  to  rebel  against  God  in  his  ministries,  have  perished,  and, 
at  the  last,  have  found  nothing  of  their  substance  in  their  power.  Also  King 
Ahaz,  because  he  did  usurp  the  office  of  priesthood,  was  likewise  stricken  with 
a  leprosy  by  God. 

Oza  also,  albeit  he  was  not  king,  yet  forasmuch  as  he  touched  the  ark  and 
held  it,  when  it  would  have  fallen  by  the  unruliness  of  the  oxen,  which  thing 
pertained  not  unto  him,  but  unto  the  ministers  of  the  church,  was  stricken  by 
the  wrath  of  God,  and  fell  down  dead  by  the  ark.  O  king !  it  is  a  famous  proverb, 
"That  a  man,  forewarned  by  another  man's  misfortune,  will  take  the  better 
heed  unto  himself."  For  every  man  hath  his  own  business  in  hand  when  his 
neighbour's  house  is  on  fire. 

Dearly  beloved  king,  God  would  have  the  disposing  of  those  things  which 
pertain  unto  the  church,  to  belong  only  unto  priests,  and  not  unto  the  secular 
power.  Do  not  challenge  unto  thyself  therefore  another  man's  right,  neither 
strive  against  him  by  whom  all  things  are  ordained,  lest  thou  seem  to  strive 
against  his  benefits  from  whom  thou  hast  received  thy  power.  For  not  by  the 
common  laws,"  and  by  the  secular  power,  but  by  the  bishops  and  priests, 
Almighty  God  would  have  the  clergy  of  the  christian  religion  to  be  ordered 
and  ruled.  And  christian  kings  ought  to  submit  all  their  doings  unto  ecclesias- 
tical rulers,  and  not  to  prefer  themselves ;  for  it  is  written,  that  none  ought  to 
judge  the  bishops  but  only  the  church,  neither  doth  it  pertain  unto  man's  law 
to  give  sentence  upon  any  such.  Christian  princes  are  accustomed  to  be 
obedient  unto  the  statutes  and  ordinances  of  the  church,  and  not  to  prefer  their 
own  power.  A  prince  ought  to  submit  himself  unto  the  bishops,  and  not  to 
judge  the  bishops;  for  there  are  two  things  wherewith  the  world  is  chiefly 
governed,  that  is  to  say,  the  sacred  authority  of  bishops,  and  royal  power,11  in 
the  which  the  bishops'  charge  is  so  much  the  more  weighty,  in  that  they  shall 
at  the  latter  iudgment  render  account  even  of  the  kings  themselves.  Truly  you 
ought  to  understand,  that  you  depend  upon  their  judgment,  and  cannot  reduce 
them  unto  your  own  will ;  for  many  bishops  have  excommunicated  both  kings 
and  emperors.  And  if  you  require  an  especial  example  thereof.  Innocent,  the 
pope,  did  excommunicate  Arcadius,  the  emperor,  because  he  did  consent  that 
John  Chrysostome  should  be  expulsed  from  his  seat;  and  St.  Ambrose  also  did 
excommunicate  Theodosius,  the  great  emperor,u  for  a  fault  which  seemed  not  so 
weighty  unto  other  priests,  and  shut  him  out  of  the  church,  who,  afterwards, 
by  condign  satisfaction  was  absolved. 

There  are  many  other  like  examples.  For  David,  when  he  had  committed 
adultery  and  murder,  the  prophet  Nathan  was  sent  unto  him  by  God  to  reprove 
him,  and  he  was  soon  corrected :  and  the  king  (laying  aside  his  sceptre  and 
diadem,  and  setting  apart  all  princely  majesty)  was  not  ashamed  to  humble 
himself  before  the  face  of  the  prophet,  to  confess  his  fault,  and  to  require 
forgiveness  for  his  offence.  What  will  you  more?  He,  being  stricken  with 
repentance,  asked  mercy',  and  obtained  forgiveness.  So  likewise  you,  most 
beloved  king  and  reverend  lord !  after  the  example  of  this  good  king  David, 
of  whom  it  is  said,  "  I  have  found  a  man  after  mine  own  heart,"  with  a  contrite 
and  humble  heart  turn  to  the  Lord  your  (Jod,  and  take  hold  of  repentance  for 
your  transgressions.  For  you  have  fallen  and  erred  in  many  things,  which  yet 
I  keep  in  store  still,  if  (peradventure)  God  shall  inspire  you  to  say  with  the 


10.  "  Common  laws."  St.  Austin,  writing  to  Boniface,  tilth  thus  :  "  Whosoever  obeyeth  not  the 
laws  of  the  emperor,  being  made  for  the  verity  of  God,  procureth  to  himself  great  punishment. 
For  in  the  time  of  the  prophets,  all  the  king*  which  did  not  forbid  and  subvert  all  such  things 
as  were  used  of  the  people  against  the  law  of  God.  ve  rebuked.  And  such  as  did  withstand  them, 
are  commended  above  the  rest." 

11  Isidores  hath  these  words:  "  Let  temporal  pnnccs  know  that  they  must  render  account  to 
God  for  the  church,  which  they  have  at  the  hands  of  God  to jrovern,"  Ac. 
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iTenryii.  prophet,  "  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy  great  mercy,  for  I  hare 
7  „    sinned  much  against  thee,  and  done  evil  in  thy  sight.'    Thus  much  I  have 
llftB    tnought  good  to  write  to  you,  my  dear  lord,  at  this  present,  passing  other  things 
in  silence,  till  I  may  see  whether  my  words  take  place  in  vou,  and  bring  forth 
fruits  worthy  of  repentance ;  and  tliat  I  may  hear  and  rejoice  with  them  that 
shall  bring  me  word  and  say,  "  O  king !  thv  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again ;  was 
lost,  and  is  found  again.'  "  But  if  you  will  not  hear  me,  look  where  I  was  wont 
Note  the  before  the  majesty  of  the  body  of  Christ  to  pray  for  you  in  abundance  of  tears 
ofGi*jen'  an(^ 8*ghs »  there  in  the  same  place  I  will  cry  against  you,  and  say,  Rise  up, 
affaiiut     Lord,  and  judge  my  cause;  forget  not  the  rebukes  and  injuries  which  the  king 
of  England  doth  to  thee  and  thine;  forget  not  the  ignominy  of  thy  church, 
who  wat  wnich  mou  hast  builded  in  thy  blood.    Revenge  the  blood  of  thy  saints  which  is 
slain  at    spilt ;  revenge,  O  Lord,  the  afflictions  of  thy  servants,  of  which  there  is  an 
■aUnT*  mmi'te  nmnher.    For  the  pride  of  them  which'  hate  and  persecute  thee  is  gone 
the  body  up  so  high,  that  we  are  not  able  to  bear  them  any  longer.    Whatsoever  your 
of  Christ,  servants  shall  do,  all  those  things  shall  be  required  at  your  hands:  for  he 
seemcth  to  have  done  the  harm,  who  hath  given  the  cause  thereof.  Doubtless 
the  Son  of  the  Most  Highest,  except  you  amend  and  cease  from  the  oppressing  of 
the  church  and  clergy,  and  keep  your  hand  from  troubling  of  them,  will  come 
in  the  rod  of  his  fury,  at  the  voices  of  such  as  cry  to  him,  andat  the  sighs  of  tlieni 
that  be  in  bands ;  when  the  time  shall  come  for  him  to  judge  the  unrighteousness 
of  men  in  equity  and  severity  of  the  Holy  Ghost    For  he  knoweth  now  to  take 
away  the  breath  of  princes,  and  is  terrible  among  kings  of  the  earth.    Your  dear 
and  loving  grace,  I  wish  well  to  fare.    Thus  fare  ye  well  again  and  ever. 

Besides  these  letters  of  the  archbishop  sent  to  the  king,1  the  pope 
also,  in  the  same  cause,  writeth  to  the  king:1  the  whole  tenor  of 
whose  letter  I  would  here  express,  but  for  protracting  of  the  time 
and  for  straitness  of  room,  having  so  many  things  else  in  this  story 
(by  the  grace  of  Christ)  to  be  comprehended.  But  the  letter 
tendcth  to  this  effect :  to  exhort  and  charge  the  king  to  show  favour 
to  Thomas  Becket ;  where,  in  the  process  of  the  epistle,  it  followeth 
to  this  effect :  "  Therefore  we  do  desire,  admonish,  and  exhort  your 
honour,  by  these  our  apostolical  writings,  and  also  enjoin  you  upon 
the  remission  of  your  sins,  in  the  behalf  of  Almighty  God,  and 
of  St.  Peter,  prince  of  the  apostles,  by  our  authority,  that  you 
receive  again  the  aforesaid  archbishop  into  your  favour  and  grace, 
for  the  honour  of  God,  his  church,  ana  of  your  own  realm,*1  &c.  Tims 
have  you  heard  the  pooc's  entreating  letter.  Now  here  is  another 
letter  sent  unto  the  aforesaid  king,  wherein  he  doth 
as  in  the  tenor  thereof  here  followeth. 


Bishop  Alexander,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  Henry,  king  of 
England,  health  and  blessing  apostolical.* 

How  fatherly  and  gently  we  have  ofttimes  entreated  and  exhorted,  both  by 
legates  and  letters,  your  princely  honour  to  be  reconciled  again  with  our  reve- 
rend brother,  Thomas,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  so  that  he  and  his  may  be 
restored  again  to  their  churches  and  other  possessions  to  them  appertaining,  your 
wisdom  is  not  ignorant,  seeing  it  is  notified  and  Bpread  almost  throughout  all 
Christendom.  Forasmuch  therefore  as  hitherto  we  could  not  prevail  with  you, 
neither  move  nor  stir  your  mind  with  fair  and  gentle  words,  it  lamenteth  us  not  a 

(I)  The  pope's  letter  beginneth  after  this  tort:  "  Alexander  papa  ad  Henricum  regem.  Et 
natural!  ratioue,  ct  forma  Juris  dictante,  providentiam  tuam  cretlimus  edoetam  fuUse.  quod 
quanto  quls  ab  altquo  majors  susccpLse  dignoacitur,  tanto  el  obnoxior,  ct  magis  obligattit 
tenetur,"  kc. 

(J)  •'  Ea  propter  acreritatem  tuam  per  apontollea  seripta  rogamus,  monemus.  et  exhortamur  in 
Domino;  necnon  in  reruUsioncm  peceatorum  ex  parte  Dei  omnipotcntis,  et  beat!  Petri  principii 
npogtolorum,  auetoritate  nostra  lnjuniflrnun,  ut  niemoratum  arehiepincopum  pro  Deo  et  eccJcaia  sua, 
ct  honore  tuo,  necnon  et  totlus  rcftnl  tui,  in  cratlam  et  favorum  tuum  reripiaa."  &c. 

(3)  The  Latin  copy  is  in  the  Edition  of  1563,  p.  57.-EO. 
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little,  »o  to  be  frustrated  and  deceived  of  the  hope  and  expectation  which  we  had  Ifmry  II. 

conceived  of  you :  especially  seeing  we  love  you  so  dearly,  as  our  own  dearly  

beloved  son  in  the  Lord,  and  understand  such  great  jeopardy  to  hang  over  you. 

But  forasmuch  as  it  is  written ;  "  Cry  out,  and  cease  not ;  lift  up  thy  voice  like  1I6C> 
a  trumpet,  and  declare  to  my  people  their  wickedness,  and  their  sins  to  the  house 
of  Jacob:"  also  forasmuch  as  it  is  in  Solomon  commanded,  that  the  sluggish 
person  should  be  stoned  with  the  dung  of  oxen  :  we  have  thought  good  there- 
fore, not  to  forbear  or  support  your  stubbornness  any  longer  against  justice  and 
salvation,  neither  that  the  mouth  of  the  aforesaid  archbishop  should  be  stopped 
from  henceforth  any  more ;  but  that  he  may  freely  prosecute  the  charge  of  his 
office  and  duty,  and  revenge  with  the  sword  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  the  inju- 
ries both  of  himself,  and  of  his  church  committed  to  his  charge. 

And  here  I  have  sent  unto  you  two  legates,  Petrus  de  ponte  Dei,  and  Bernardus 
de  Corilio,  to  admonish  you  of  the  same.  But  if  ye  will  neither  by  us  be  advised, 
nor  give  ear  unto  them  in  obeying,  it  is  to  be  feared,  doubtless,  lest  such  things 
as  they  shall  declare  to  you  from  us  in  our  behalf  may  happen  and  fall  upon  you. 
— Dated  at  Beneventum,  the  ninth  day  before  the  kalends  of  June. 

To  answer  these  letters  again,  there  was  a  certain  other  writing 
drawn  out  and  directed  to  the  pope,  made  by  some  of  the  clergy,  as 
it  secmeth,  but  not  without  consent  of  the  king,  as  by  the  title  may 
appear,  inveighing  and  disproving  the  misbehaviour  of  the  archbishop. 
The  tenor  thereof  here  followeth,  and  beginneth  thus  : — 

An  Answer  to  the  Pope.1 

Time  now  requireth  more  to  seek  help  than  to  make  complaints.  For  so  it 
is  now,  that  the  holy  mother  church  (our  sins  deserving  the  same),  lieth  in  a 
dangerous  case  of  great  decay,  which  is  like  to  ensue,  except  the  present  mercy 
of  the  Lord  support  her. 

Such  is  the  wickedness  now  of  schismatics,  that  the  father  of  fathers,  Pope  Nay, 
Alexander,  for  the  defence  of  his  faith  and  for  the  love  of  righteousness,  is  J["1,hcr  foT 
banished  out  of  his  country,  unable  to  keep  free  residence  in  his  own  proper  gon** tTe*" 
see,  by  reason  of  the  obdurate  heart  of  Frederic,  the  Pharaoh.  against 

Further  and  besides,  the  church  also  of  Canterbury  is  miserably  impaired  and  JJj*  jX1*" 
blemished,  as  well  in  the  spiritual  as  in  the  temporal  estate :  much  like  a  ship  in  print*, 
the  sea,  destitute  of  her  guide,  tossed  in  the  floods,  and  wrestling  with  the  winds,  ric 
The  pastor,  being  absent  from  his  province,  dare  not  there  return  through  the  co^p^d 
power  of  the  king,  who,  being  over  wise  (to  the  jeopardy  of  himself,  his  church,  to  Pha- 
and  us  also),  hath  brought  and  entangled  us  likewise  with  himself  in  the  same  jjffj^* 
partaking  of  his  punishments  and  labours,  not  considering  how  we  ought  to  daw  the 
forbear,  and  not  to  resist  superior  powers.    And  also  he  showeth  himself  to  us  popc»ith. 
unkind,  who  with  all  our  affections  bear  the  burden  with  him  of  his  afflictions, 
not  ceasing  yet  to  persecute  us  who  stand  in  the  same  condemnation  with  him. 
For,  betwixt  him  and  our  sovereign  prince,  the  king  of  England,  arose  a 
certain  matter  of  contention,  whereupon  they  were  both  agreed,  that  a  day 
should  be  appointed  to  have  the  controversy  discussed  by  equity  and  justice. 

The  day  being  come,  the  king  commanded  all  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and 
other  prelates  of  the  church,  to  be  called  to  a  great  and  solemn  frequency :  so 
that  the  greater  and  more  general  this  council  was,  the  more  manifest  the 
detection  of  this  stubborn  malice  should  appear  and  be  espied. 

At  the  day  therefore  above  mentioned,  this  troubler  of  the  realm  and  of  the 
church  prcsenteth  himself  in  the  sight  of  our  catholic  king;  who,  not  trusting 
the  quality  and  condition  of  his  cause,  anneth  him  with  the  armour  of  the  cross, 
as  one  who  should  be  brought  to  the  presence  of  a  tyrant    By  reason  whereof, 
the   king's   majesty  being  somewhat  aggrieved,  yet,  because  he  would  be 
delivered^  from  all  suspicion,  committetn  the  matter  to  the  hearing  of  the 
bishops.    This  done,  it  rested  in  the  bishops  to  decide  and  cease  this  contention, 
and  to  set  agreement  between  them,  removing  all  occasion  of  dissension. 
Which  thing  they  going  about,  this  aforesaid  archbishop  comcth  in,  forbidding 
and  commanding,  that  no  man  proceed  in  any  sentence  of  him  before  the  king. 

(1 »  The  Latin  copy  i*  In  the  Edition  of  MS,  v-  57.-Eo. 
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Henry  It.     This  being  signified  in  the  king's  hearing,  his  mind  was  grievously  provoked 

 — —  thereby  to  anger :  whose  anger  yet  notwithstanding  had  been  easily  assuaged,  if 

A- 1  '  the  other  would  have  submitted  himself,  and  acknowledged  his  default.  But  he, 
adding  stubbornness  to  his  trespass,  through  the  quantity  and  greatness  of  his 
excess,  was  the  author  of  his  own  punishment ;  which  now  by  the  law  civil  he 
Becket  s  sustaincth,  and  yet  shameth  to  crave  pardon  for  his  desert  at  the  king's  hand ; 
trr»>b0rD  wno9e  *uiger  he  feared  not  to  stir  up,  in  such  a  troublesome  time  of  the  persc- 
p«Mcr;  cution  of  the  church,  greatly  against  the  profit  of  the  same;  augmenting  and 
m*n  r°  mereagm8  thereby  the  persecution  which  now  the  church  lieth  under.  Much 
ln*  yr'  better  it  had  been  for  him  to  have  tempered  himself  with  the  bridle  of  mode- 
ration, in  the  high  estate  of  his  dignity ;  lest  in  exceeding  too  far  in  straining 
the  strict  points  of  things  by  overmuch  presumption,  peradventure  through  his 
presumption,  being  not  in  mean  and  tolerable  things,  he  might  fall  from  higher. 
And  if  the  detriments  of  the  church  would  not  move  him,  yet  the  great  benefits 
and  preferments  of  riches  and  honours  ought  to  persuade  him  not  to  be  so  stub- 
born against  the  king.  But  here  peradventure  his  friend  and  our  adversary 
will  object,  that  his  bearing  and  submitting  to  the  king  in  this  behalf,  were  pre- 
judicial against  the  authority  and  see  apostolical.  As  though  he  did  not  or 
might  not  understand,  that  although  the  dignity  of  the  church  should  sutler  a  little 
detriment  in  that  judgment,  yet  he  might  and  ought  to  have  dissembled  (for  the 
time)  to  obtain  peace  to  the  church.  He  will  object  again,  alleging  the  name  of 
father,  that  it  soundeth  like  a  point  of  arrogancy  for  children  to  proceed  in 
judgment  of  condemnation  against  the  father ;  which  thing  is  not  convenient 
But  he  must  understand  again,  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  obedience  and 
humility  of  the  children  should  temper  the  pride  of  the  father ;  lest,  afterward, 
the  hatred  of  the  father  might  redound  upon  the  children.  Wherefore,  by  these 
premises  your  fatherhood  may  understand,  that  the  action  of  this  our  adversary 
ought  to  fall  down  as  void,  and  of  none  effect,  who  only  upon  the  affection  of 
malice  hath  proceeded  thus  against  us,  having  no  just  cause  or  reason  to 
ground  upon. 

And,  forasmuch  as  the  care  and  charge  of  all  churches  (as  ye  know)  lieth  upon 
us,  it  standeth  upon  us  to  provide  concerning  the  state  of  the  church  of  Can- 
terbury, by  our  diligence  and  circumspection:  so  that  the  said  church  of 
Canterbury,  through  toe  excess  of  its  pastor,  be  not  driven  to  ruin  or  decay. 


By  this  epistle  it  may  appear  to  the  reader  thereof,  that  Becket, 
being  absent  from  England,  went  about  to  work  some  trouble  against 
certain  of  the  clergy  and  the  laity,  belike  in  excommunicating  such  as 
he  took  to  be  his  evil  willers. 

Now,  to  understand  farther  what  his  working  was,  or  who  they 
were  whom  he  did  excommunicate,  this  letter,  sent  to  William, 
bishop  of  Norwich,  shall  better  declare  the  matter. 

A  Letter  of  Becket,  to  William,  bishop  of  Norwich,  wherein  arc  con- 
tained the  names  of  those  whom  he  did  excommunicate.' 

He  bindeth  himself  to  the  penalty  of  the  crime,  whosoever  receiving  power 
and  authority  of  God,  useth  and  exerciaeth  not  the  same  with  due  seventy,  in 
punishing  vice ;  but,  winking  and  dissembling,  doth  minister  boldness  to 
wicked  doers,  maintaining  them  in  their  sin.  For  the  blood  of  the  wicked  is 
required  at  the  hand  of  the  priest,  who  is  negligent  or  dissembleth.  And,  as  the 
Scripture  saith,  "  Thorns  and  brambles  grow  in  the  hands  of  the  idle  drunkard.  '' 
Wherefore,  lest,  through  our  too  much  sufferance  and  dissembling,  the  trans- 
gressions of  manifest  evildoers  should  also  be  laid  to  our  charge,  and  redound  to 
the  destruction  of  the  church  through  our  guilty  silence;  we,  therefore,  fol- 
lowing the  authority  of  the  pope's  commandment,  have  laid  our  sentence  of 
curse  and  excommunication  upon  the  Earl  Hugo :  commanding  you  Uiroughout 
all  your  diocese  publicly  to  denounce  the  said  earl  as  accursed;  so  that,  according 
to  the  discipline  of  the  church,  he  be  sequestered  from  the  fellowship  of  all 
faithful  people.  Also,  it  is  not  unknown  to  your  brotherhood,  how  long  we  have 
borne  with  the  transgressions  of  the  bishop  of  London ;  who,  amongst  H 


(1)  For  the  Utln.  tee  Edition  1563,  p.  5S.-Eo. 
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acta,  I  would  to  God  were  not  a  great  doer,  and  fautour  of  this  schism,  and  itrnr$il. 

subrerter  of  the  rites  and  liberties  of  holy  church.    Wherefore  we,  being  sup-  

ported  with  the  authority  of  the  apostolic  see,  have  also  excommunicated  him ;  A.D. 
besides  also  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  because  of  his  disobedience  and  contempt,  1166. 
and  others  likewise,  upon  divers  and  sundry  causes,  whose  names  here  follow  The 
subscribed :  Hugo  Bernard's  son ;  Rodulph  of  Brock ;  Robert  of  Brock,  a  clerk ;  bUhop  of 


Hugo  de  St.  Cleare,  and  Lctard,  a  clerk  of  Norfolk ;  Nigel,  of  Scachanal,  and  e 
Richard  Chaplin ;  William  of  Hastings,  and  the  friar  who  possesseth  my  church  muni- 
of  Monchote.    We  therefore  charge  and  command  you,  by  the  authority  aposto-  S*'1?<,l;*nd 
lical  and  ours,  and  by  the  virtue  of  obedience,  and  by  the  peril  of  salvation,  and  because Y' 
of  your  order,  that  ye  cause  these  openly  to  be  proclaimed  excommunicate,  he  in 
throughout  all  your  diocese,  and  command  all  the  faithful  to  avoid  their  com-  ^h^1' 
pany.    Fare  ye  well  in  the  Lord.    Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  nor  fear ;  for  the  it- 
we  stand  sure  through  the  assistance  of  the  apostolic  see,  God  being  our  defence  f*:n*e  01 
against  the  pretenscd  shifts  of  the  malignant  sort,  and  against  all  their  appellations.  ;'„!™^ 
Furthermore,  all  such  as  have  been  solemnly  cited  of  us  shall  sustain  the  like  then  he- 
sentence  of  excommunication,  if  God  will,  on  the  Ascension-day :  unless  they  ,he 
shall  otherwise  agree  with  me.    That  is,  to  wit,  Geoffrey,  archdeacon  of  Canter- 
bun-,  and  Robert  his  vicar ;  Rice  of  Wilcester,  Richard  of  Lucy,  William  Giffard, 
Adam  of  Cherings,  with  such  others  more,  who  either  at  the  commandment  of 
the  king,  or  upon  their  own  proper  temerity,  have  invaded  the  goods  and  posses- 
sions either  appertaining  to  us,  or  to  our  clerks  about  us.    With  these  also  we  do 
excommunicate  all  such  as  be  known,  either  with  aid  or  council,  to  have  incensed 
or  set  forward  the  proceeding  of  our  king  against  the  liberties  of  the  church,  and 
exiling  of  the  innocents,  and  such  also  as  be  known  to  impeach  or  hinder,  by 
any  manner  of  way,  the  messengers  sent,  either  from  the  pope,  or  from  us,  for  the 
necessities  of  the  church.    Fare  you  well  again,  and  ever. 

Hitherto  hast  thou  seen,  gentle  reader,  divers  and  sundry  letters 
of  Thomas  Beckct,  whereby  thou  mayest  collect  a  sufficient  history 
of  his  doings  and  demeanour,  though  nothing  else  were  said  further 
of  him,  concerning  his  lusty  and  haughty  stomach,  about  that  which 
beseemed  either  his  degree  or  cause  which  he  took  in  hand.  And 
here  peradventure  I  may  seem,  in  the  story  of  this  one  man,  to 
tarry  too  long,  having  to  write  of  so  many  others  better  than  him : 
yet  for  the  weaker  sort,  who  have  accounted  him,  and  yet  do  account 
him  a  saint,  having  in  themselves  little  understanding  to  judge  or 
discern  in  the  causes  of  men,  I  thought  to  add  this  letter  more, 
wherein  he  complaineth  of  his  king  to  a  foreign  power ;  doing  what 
in  him  did  lie  to  stir  for  his  own  cause  mortal  war  to  the  destruction 
of  many.  For  suppose  wrong  had  been  offered  him  of  his  prince, 
was  it  not  enough  for  him  to  fly  ?  What  cause  had  he,  for  his  own 
private  revenge,  to  set  potentates  in  public  discord  ?  Now,  having 
no  just  cause,  but  rather  offering  injury  in  a  false  quarrel,  so  to  com- 
plain of  his  prince  ;  what  is  to  be  said  of  this,  let  every  man  judge 
who  seeth  this  letter. 


An  Epistle  of  Thomas,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  Pope  Alexander.1 

To  our  most  loving  father  and  lord,  Alexander,  by  the  grace  of  God  bishop,  a  oedl- 
Thomas,  the  humble  minister  and  servant  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  due  and  ftS**!?' 
reverend  obedience.    Long  enough  and  too  long,  most  loving  father,  have  I  jurket  to 
forborn,  still  looking  after  amendment  of  the  king  of  England,  but  no  fruit  have  the  popo 
I  reaped  of  this  my  long  patience :  nay  rather,  whilst  that  unwisely  1  do  thus  JJpJJ* 
forbear,  I  augment  and  procure  the  detriment  and  diminishing  of  mine  authority, 
as  also  of  the  church  of  God:  for  oftentimes  have  I,  by  devout  and  religious 

•  I)  '•  AmantUnlmo  patri  et  Dom.  Aleianclro,  TV  I  gratiaxummo  pont.  Thoma*  Cant  ,  eccleiia; 
humiJU  minister,  deWtatn  ct  devotamobedientianV'  ftc.  [The  whole  of  thi*  Utter  in  Latin  ii  given 
•o  ihe  Edition  of  li<i3,  p.  59.-Eo.J 
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Henry  IT.  messengers,  invited  him  to  make  condign  satisfaction ;  as  also  by  my  letters,  the 

 copies  whereof  I  have  sent  you,  intimated  and  pronounced  God's  severity  and 

A.  D.  vengeance  against  him,  unless  he  repent  and  amend.  But  he,  that  notwith- 
1166-  standing,  groweth  from  evil  to  worse,  oppressing  and  ravaging  the  church  and 
"  sanctuary  of  God ;  ocrsecuting  both  me  and  those  who  take  part  with  me ; 
insomucn  that  with  fearful  threatening  words  his  purpose  is  to  terrify  such  as, 
for  God's  cause  and  mine  own,  seek  any  way  to  relieve  and  help  me.  He 
wrote  also  letters  unto  the  abbot  of  the  Cistercian  order,  that,  as  he  favoured  the 
abbacy  of  that  his  order  ("  which  was  in  his  power,"  said  he),  he  would  not 
accept  me  into  the  fellowship  thereof,  nor  do  any  tiling  else  for  me.  Why 
should  I  use  many  words?  So  much  hath  the  rigour  and  severity,  as  well  of 
the  king  as  of  his  officers,  under  our  patience  and  sufferance,  showed  itself, 
that  if  a  great  number  of  men,  yea,  and  that  of  the  most  religious  sort,  should 
show  unto  you  the  matter  as  it  is  indeed,  and  that  upon  their  oath  taken,  I 
partly  doubt  whether  your  holiness  would  give  credit  unto  them  or  not  With 
heaviness  of  mind,  therefore,  I  considering  these  tilings,  and  beholding  as  well 
the  peril  of  the  king  as  of  ourself,  have  publicly  condemned  not  only  those 
pernicious  customs,  but  all  those  perversities  and  wicked  doings  whereby  the 
church  of  England  is  disturbed  and  brought  to  confusion,  as  also  the  writing 
whereby  they  were  confirmed;  excommunicating  generally,  as  well  the 
observers  and  exactors  thereof,  as  also  the  inventors  and  patrons  of  the  same, 
with  their  favourers,  counsellors,  and  coadjutors  whatsoever,  either  of  the  clergy 
or  laity ;  absolving  also  our  bishops  from  their  oath,  whereby  they  were  so 
strictly  enjoined  to  the  observation  of  the  same.  These  are  the  articles  which  in 
JJjft  that  writing  I  have  principally  condemned : — That  it  is  inhibited  to  appeal  unto 
%!n-  C*  the  see  apostolical  tor  any  cause,  but  by  the  king  s  license.  That  a  bishop  may 
demned  not  punish  any  man  for  perjury,  or  for  breaking  of  his  troth.  Tliat  a  bishop  may 
bylicckct.  not  excominunjcate  any  man  that  holdeth  of  the  king  in  capite,  or  else  interdict 
either  their  lands  or  offices  without  the  king's  license.  lhat  clerks  and  reli- 
gious men  may  be  taken  from  us  to  secular  judgment  That  the  king  or  any 
other  Judge  may  hear  and  decide  the  causes  of  the  church  and  tithes.  That 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  archbishop  or  bishop  to  go  out  of  the  realm,  and  to 
come  at  the  pope's  call  without  the  king's  license :  and  divers  others  such  as 
these.  Namely,  I  have  also  excommunicated  John  of  Oxenfbrd,  who  hath 
communicated  with  the  schismatic  and  excommunicate  person,  Reginald 
Coloniensis,  who  also,  contrary  to  the  commandment  of  the  lord  pope  and  ours, 
hath  usurped  the  deanery  of  the  church  of  Salisbury,  and  hath,  to  renew  his 
schism,  taken  an  oath  in  the  emperor's  court.  Also  I  have  denounced  and 
excommunicated  Richard  of  Worcester,  because  he  is  fallen  into  the  same 
damnable  heresy,  and  has  communicated  with  that  famous  schismatic  of  Cologne ; 
devising  and  forging  all  mischief  possible,  with  the  schismatics  and  Flemings, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  church  of  God,  and  especially  to  the  church  of  Rome, 
by  composition  made  by  the  king  of  England  and  them.  Also  Richard  de 
Lucy  and  Jocelin  de  Raliol,  who  have  furthered  the  favours  of  the  king's 
tyranny  and  workers  of  their  heresies.  Also  Rnnulph  de  Broc,  and  Hugo  de 
Sancto  Claro,  and  Thomas  the  son  of  Bernard,  who  have  usurped  the  pos- 
sessions and  goods  of  the  church  of  Canterbury  without  our  license  and  consent. 
We  have  also  excommunicated  all  those  who,  without  our  license,  do  stretch  out 
their  hands  to  the  possessions  and  goods  of  the  church  of  Canterbury.  The 
king  himself  we  have  not  yet  excommunicated  personally,  still  waiting  for  his 
amendment:  whom,  notwithstanding,  we  will  not  defer  to  excommunicate, 
unless  he  quickly  amend,  and  be  warned  by  that  he  hath  done.  And  therefore, 
that  the  authority  of  the  see  apostolic,  and  the  liberty  of  the  church  of  God, 
which  in  these  parts  are  almost  utterly  lost,  may  by  some  means  be  restored,  it 
is  meet  and  very  necessary  that  what  we  have  herein  done,  the  same  be  of  your 
holiness  ratified,  and  by  your  letters  confirmed.  Thus  I  wish  your  holiness  long 
to  prosper  and  flourish. 

Becket  By  this  epistle,  he  that  listeth  to  understand  of  the  doings  and 

ISd.  quarrels  of  Becket,  may  partly  judge  what  is  to  be  thought  thereof; 

puinlng  wl>ich  doings  of  his,  although  in  some  part  they  may  be  imputed 

g  hl«  cither  to  ignorance  of  mind  or  blindness  of  zeal,  or  human  frailty, 
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yet,  in  this  point,  so  vilely  to  complain  of  his  natural  prince,  for  the  n**riii 
zeal  of  the  pope,  he  can  in  no  wise  be  defended.  But  such  was  the  "XTdT 
blindness  of  the  prelates  in  those  days,  who  measured  and  esteemed  1166. 

the  dignity  and  liberty  of  Christ's  church  by  no  other  thing,  than  

only  by  goods  and  possessions  flowing  unto  and  abounding  among 
the  clergy ;  and  who  thought  no  greater  point  of  religion  to  be  in 
the  church,  than  to  maintain  the  same.    For  this  cause  they  did  Kxcom- 
most  abominably  abuse  Christian  discipline  and  excommunication  of  £?**■ 
the  church  at  that  time ;  as  by  this  aforesaid  epistle  may  appear.  *bU4ed- 
And  what  marvel  if  the  acts  and  doings  of  this  archbishop  seem  now 
to  us  in  these  days  both  fond  and  strange,  seeing  the  suffragans  of 
his  own  church  and  clergy,  writing  to  him,  could  not  but  reprehend 
him,  as  in  this  their  epistle,  translated  out  of  Latin  into  English, 
may  be  seen. 

An  effectual  and  pithy  Letter,  full  of  reason  and  persuasion,  sent 
from  all  the  suffragans  of  the  church  of  Canterbury  to  Thomas 
Becket,  their  archbishop.1 

Such  troubles  and  perturbations  as  happened  through  the  strangeness  of 
j  our  departure  out  of  the  realm,  we  hoped  by  your  humility  and  prudence 
should  have  been  reduced  again  (God's  grace  working  withal)  into  a  peaceable 
tranquillity.  And  it  was  no  little  joy  to  us,  to  hear  so  of  you  in  those  parts 
where  you  are  conversant,  how  humbly  you  there  behaved  yourself,  nothing 
vaunting  yourself  against  your  prince  and  king,  and  that  you  attempt  no  risings 
or  wrestlings  against  his  kingdom,  but  that  you  bore  with  much  patience  the 
burden  of  poverty,  and  gave  yourself  to  reading  and  prayer,  and  to  redeem  the 
loss  of  your  time  spent,  with  fasting,  watchmgs,  and  tears;  and  so,  being 
occupied  with  spiritual  studies,  to  tend  and  rise  up  to  the  perfection  of  virtue,  &c. 
But  now,  through  the  secret  relation  of  certain,  we  hear  (that  we  are  sorry  of) 
that  you  have  sent  unto  him  a  threatening  letter,  wherein  there  is  no  salvation 
premised;  in  the  which  also  ye  pretend  no  entreating  nor  prayers  for  the 
obtaining  of  favour,  neither  do  use  any  friendly  manner  in  declaring  what 
you  write,  bnt,  menacing  with  much  austerity,  threaten  to  interdict  him,  and 
to  cut  him  from  the  society  of  the  church.  Which  thing  if  you  shall  accomplish 
with  like  severity  as  in  words  ye  threaten  to  do,  you  shall  not  only  put  us  out 
of  all  hope  of  any  peace,  but  also  put  us  in  fear  of  hatred  and  discord  without 
measure,  and  without  all  redress  amongst  us.  But  wisdom  will  consider  before 
the  end  of  things,  labouring  and  endeavouring  to  finish  that  which  she  wisely 
beginneth.  Therefore  your  discretion  shall  do  well  diligently  to  forecast  and 
consider  whereto  ye  tend;  what  end  may  ensue  thereof,  and  whereabout  ye  go. 
Certes,  we,  for  our  parts,  hearing  what  we  do  hear,  are  discouraged  from  that 
we  hoped  for,  who,  naving  before  some  good  comfort  of  tranquillity  to  come, 
are  cast  from  hope  to  despair,  so  that  while  one  is  drawn  thus  against  another, 
almost  there  is  no  hope  or  place  left  to  make  entreaty  or  supplication.  Where- 
fore, writing  to  your  fatherhood,  we  exhort  and  counsel  you  by  way  of  charity, 
that  you  add  not  trouble  to  trouble,  and  heap  injury  upon  injury ;  but  that  you  so 
behave  yourself,  that,  all  menaces  set  aside,  ye  rather  give  yourself  to  patience 
and  humility,  and  yield  your  cause  to  the  clemency  of  God,  and  to  the  mercy  of 
your  prince ;  and  in  so  doing  you  shall  heap  coals  of  charity  upon  the  heads 
of  many.  Thus  charity  shall  be  kindled,  and  that  which  menacings  cannot  do, 
by  God's  help  and  good  men's  counsel,  pity,  peradventure,  and  godliness  shall 
obtain.  Better  it  were  to  sustain  poverty  with  praise,  than  in  great  promotions 
to  be  a  common  note  to  all  men.  It  is  right  well  known  unto  all  men,  how 
beneficial  the  king  hath  been  unto  you ;  from  what  baseness  to  what  dignity 
lie  liath  advanced  you ;  and  also  into  his  own  familiarity  hath  so  much  preferred 
you,  that  from  the  North  Ocean  to  the  Mount  Perineus  he  hath  subdued  all 

(I)  '  QUJC  vestro  (pater)  inlonglnquo  diSOOStn  InopiuaU  rci  ipiius  noriUte  turhaU  «unl  »  VtStfte 
■penUmus  humiliUtc,"  &c 
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Hmry  II.  things  to  your  authority :  insomuch  that  they  were  amongst  all  others  accounted 

 for  men  right  fortunate,  whosoever  could  fincl  any  favour  with  you. 

A.  D.  And  furthermore,  lest  that  your  estimation  should  be  over  matched  by  any 
1166.  nobility,  he  (against  the  mind  of  his  mother,  and  of  his  realm)  hath  placed  and 
"  ratified  you  substantially  in  ecclesiastical  dignity,  and  advanced  you  to  this 
honour  wherein  ye  stand ;  trusting,  through  your  help  and  counsel,  to  reign 
more  safely  and  prosperously.  Now,  if  he  shall  find  disquietness,  wherein  he 
trusted  to  have  quietness,  what  shall  all  men  say  or  think  of  you  ?  What 
recompense  or  retribution  shall  this  be  thought  to  be  for  so  many  and  great 
benefits  taken?  Therefore,  if  it  shall  please  you,  ye  shall  do  well  to  favour 
and  spare  your  fame  and  estimation,  and  to  overcome  your  lord  and  sovereign 
with  humility  and  charity  ;  whereunto  if  our  advertisement  cannot  move  you, 
yet  the  love  and  fidelity  you  bear  to  the  bishop  and  holy  church  of  Rome  ought 
to  incline  you  thereunto,  and  not  to  attempt  any  such  thing,  whereby  the  troubles 
of  the  church,  our  mother,  may  increase,  or  whereby  her  dolour  may  be 
augmented  in  the  loss  of  those,  whose  disobedience  now  she  doth  bewail :  for 
what  if  it  so  happen  through  provocation,  that  the  king,  whom  all  his  subjects 
and  kingdoms  ooey,  should  relinquish  the  pope,  which  God  forbid,  and  should 
deny  all  obedience  to  him,  as  he  denieth  to  the  king  help  or  aid  against  you, 
what  inconvenience  would  grow  thereof?  And  think  you  he  hath  not  great 
instigations,  supplications,  gifts,  and  many  fair  promises  bo  to  do  ?  Yet  he,  not- 
withstanding, aoideth  firm  hitherto  in  the  rock,  despising,  with  a  valiant  mind, 
all  that  the  world  can  oftbr.  This  one  tiling  feareth  us,  lest  his  mind  whom  no 
worldly  offers  can  assail,  no  glory,  riches,  nor  treasure  can  overturn,  only 
through  indignation  of  unkindness,  be  subverted ;  which  thing  if  it  chance  to 
happen  through  you,  then  may  you  sit  down  and  siug  the  song  of  the  lamen- 
tation of  Jeremy,  and  weep  your  bellyful. 

Consider  therefore,  if  it  please  you,   and  foresee  well  with  yourself,  this 
purpose  of  yours,  if  it  proceed,  how  hurtful  and  perilous  it  will  be,  not  only  to 
the  pope,  and  to  the  holy  church  of  Rome,  but  also  to  yourself  most  especially. 
But  some,  peradventure,  about  you,  of  haughty  and  high-minded  stoutness, 
more  stout  perchance  than  wise,  will  not  suffer  you  to  take  this  way,  but  will 
give  you  contrary  counsel,  to  prove  rather  and  declare  what  ye  are  able  to  do 
against  your  lord  and  prince,  and  to  practise  against  him  and  all  his  the  utter- 
most of  your  power  and  authority  ;  which  power  and  authority  of  yours,  to  him 
that  offendeth,  is  fearful,  and  to  him  that  will  not  amend,  terrible.    Such  coun- 
sel as  this,  some,  peradventure,  will  whisper  in  your  ear.    But  to  these  again 
this  we  say  and  answer  for  our  king,  whom  notwithstanding  to  be  without  fault 
we  do  not  affirm,  but  yet,  that  he  is  always  ready  to  amend  and  make  satisfac- 
tion, that  we  speak  confidently  and  protest  in  his  behalf. 
The  com-     The  king,  appointed  for  the  Lords  anointed,  provideth  for  the  peace  of  his 
lion  of"    subjects  all  that  he  is  able  :  and  therefore,  to  the  intent  he  may  conserve  this 
King      peace  in  his  churches  and  amongst  his  subjects  committed  to  him,  he  willeth 
forli'T11-'  and  requireth  such  ordinances  as  are  due  to  kings,  and  have  been  exhibited 
mUknew  to  them  beforetime,  also  to  be  exhibited  to  him ;  wherein  if  there  hath  any 
and  mo-    contradiction  sprung  up  betwixt  him  and  us,  he  being  thereupon  convented,  and 
admonished  from  the  pope  by  the  reverend  bishops  of  Ijondon  and  Hereford, 
burst  not  out  into  any  defiance,  but  meekly  and  humbly  answered,  That  where 
insoever  the  church  or  any  ecclesiastical  person  can  show  himself  grieved,  he 
would  therein  stand  to  the  judgment  of  the  church  of  his  kingdom.  This 
also  he  ie  ready  no  less  to  perform  indeed,  thinking  nothing  more  sweet  unto 
him  than  to  be  admonished  of  his  fault,  if  he  have  offended  the  Lord,  and  to 
reform  the  same ;  and  not  only  to  reform  and  amend  his  fault,  but  also  to 
satisfy  it  to  the  uttermost,  if  the  law  shall  so  require  him.  Wherefore,  seeing  he 
is  so  willing  to  recompense  and  satisfy  the  judgment  of  the  church  in  all  things 
appertaining  to  the  church ;  refusing  no  order  that  shall  be  taken,  but  in  all 
things  submitting  his  neck  to  the  yoke  of  Christ ;  with  what  right,  by  what 
canon,  or  reason,  can  you  interdict  him,  or  use  excommunication  against  him  ? 
It  is  a  thing  laudable,  and  a  virtue  of  great  commendation  in  wise  men,  wisely 
to  go  with  judgment  and  reason,  and  not  to  be  carried  with  puffs  of  hasty 
violence.    Whereupon,  this  is  the  only  and  common  petition  of  us  all,  that  your 
fatherly  care  will  diligently  provide  for  your  flock  and  sheep  committed  to  you, 
so  that  they  miscarry  not,  or  run  to  any  ruin  through  any  inconsiderate  or  too 
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much  heady  counsel  in  you;  but  rather,  through  your  softness  and  sufferance,  Henry II. 
they  may  obtain  life,  peace,  and  security.    It  doth  move  us  all,  what  we  hear  - 
of  late  to  be  done  by  you  against  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  the  dean  of  the   A-  D- 
same  church,  prosperously,  as  some  men  suppose ;  against  whom  you  have    1  Ivh 
given  out  the  sentence  of  excommunication  and  condemnation,  before  any 
question  of  their  crime  was  ;  following  therein,  as  seemeth,  more  the  heat  of 
hastiness  than  the  path  of  righteousness.    This  is  a  new  order  of  judgment, 
unheard  of  yet  to  this  day  in  our  laws  and  canons,  first  to  condemn  a  man,  and 
after  to  inquire  of  the  fact  committed.    Which  order  lest  you  should  hereafter 
attempt  to  exercise  in  like  manner  against  our  sovereign  and  king,  or  against 
us,  and  our  churches  and  parishes  committed  to  us,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
pope,  and  the  holy  church  of  Rome,  and  to  the  no  little  confusion  of  us  all ; 
therefore,  we  lay  nere  against  you,  for  ourselves,  the  remedy  of  appellation. 
And  a»  before,  openly  in  the  public  face  of  the  church,  witn  lively  voice,  we 
appealed  to  the  pope  for  fear  of  certain  perils  that  might  have  happened,  so 
now  again,  in  writing,  we  appeal  to  the  same,  assigning  as  the  term  of  our  ap- 
pellation the  day  of  the  Lord's  ascension  :  most  humbly  and  reverendy  beseech- 
ing your  goodness,  that  you,  taking  a  better  way  with  you  in  this  matter,  will 
let  your  cause  fall,  sparing  herein  both  the  labours  and  charges,  as  well  of 
yourself  as  ours  also.    And  thus  we  wish  you  right  well  to  fare,  reverend  in  the 

The  rescript  or  answer  of  Thomas  Becket  to  all  his  suffragans,  not 
obeying,  but  confiiting,  the  counsel  sent.1 

Your  brotherly  letters  sent,  albeit  not  by  the  whole  assent  of  your  wisdoms 
written,  as  I  suppose,  I  received  of  late  upon  a  sudden,  the  contents  whereof 
seem  to  contain  more  sharpness  than  solace ;  and  would  to  God  they  proceeded 
more  of  sincere  zeal  of  godliness,  or  affection  of  charity,  than  of  disobedience 
or  froward  wilfulness  I  for  charity  seeketh  not  the  things  that  be  her  own,  but 
which  appertain  to  Jesus  Christ.    It  had  been  your  duty,  if  there  be  truth 
in  the  gospel,  as  most  undoubtedly  there  is,  and  if  you  would  faithfully  have 
accomplished  his  business  whose  person  you  represent,  rather  to  have  feared 
Him.  who  can  cast  both  body  and  soul  to  hell,  than  him  whose  power  ex- 
tended) no  further  than  to  the  body  ;  rather  to  have  obeyed  God  than  man  ; 
rather  your  Father  than  your  master  or  lord,  after  the  example  of  him  who  was 
to  his  Y  ather  obedient  unto  the  death ;  who  died  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example  to 
follow  his  steps.    Let  us  die  therefore  with  him,  and  lay  down  our  lives  for  the 
deliverance  of  his  church  out  of  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  tribulation  of  the 
oppressor,  which  church  he  hath  founded,  and  whose  liberty  he  hath  procured 
with  his  own  proper  blood ;  lest,  if  wo  shall  do  otherwise,  it  may  haply  scriptures 
fall  upon  us  which  is  written  in  the  gospel,   "  Whoso  loveth  his  own  life  more  •«  J*""1* 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me."  This  ye  ought  to  know,  that  if  it  be  right  which  \/gJiJ 
your  Captain  commandeth,  your  duty  requireth  to  obey  his  will ;  if  not,  ye  but  r»Wly 
ought  then  rather  to  obey  God  than  men.  VSS?' 

One  thing  I  will  say,  if  I  may  be  so  bold  to  tell  it  unto  youj  I  have  your  mi- 
now  suffered  and  abstained  a  long  space,  waiting  if  the  Lord  had  given  you  to  *"»r.  Mr. 
take  a  better  heart  unto  you,  who  have  turned  cowardly  your  backs  in  the  day  cket* 
of  battle  ;  or  if  any  of  you  would  have  returned  again  to  stand  like  a  wall  for 
the  house  of  Israel,  or  at  least  if  he  had  but  showed  himself  in  the  field,  making 
but  the  countenance  of  a  warrior  against  those  who  cease  not  daily  to  infest  the 
Lamb  of  God.  I  waited,  and  none  came  ;  I  suffered,  and  none  rose  up ;  I  held 
ray  peace,  and  none  would  speak ;  I  dissembled,  and  none  would  stand  with 
me  in  like  semblance  ;  wherefore,  seeing  I  see  no  better  towardness  in  you, 
this  remaineth  only,  to  enter  action  of  complaint  against  you,  and  to  cry  The 
against  mine  enemies ;  "  Rise  up,  O  Lord !  and  judge  my  cause ;  revenge  §2?  ot 
the  blood  of  the  church,  which  is  wasted  and  op{  >ressed.    The  pride  of  cannot  i>o 
them  which  hate  his  liberty  riseth  up  ever,  neither  is  there  any  that  doth  good,  over- 
no,  not  one."    Would  to  God,  brethren  beloved!  there  were  in  you  any  mind  £jj°yn: 
or  affection  to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  church ;  fbr  she  is  builded  upon  a  sure  Becket 
rock,  so  that  although  she  be  shaken,  yet  she  cannot  be  overthrown.    And  why  not 
then  seek  ye  to  confound  me  ?  nay,  rather  yourselves  in  me,  than  me  in  you'?  &tJi*~ 

(I)  "  Prate  rniLatis  veitne  *crlptum  (quod  tamen  prudentioe 
mdimas  emaauu)  nuper  ex  uupersto  lusciplma*,  &c. 
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Uenrgll.  a  mail  who  hath  taken  upon  me  all  the  peril,  have  sustained  all  the  rebukes, 

 have  sustained  all  the  injuries,  have  suffered  also  for  you  all,  to  very  banishment 

A-  D.       And  so  it  was  expedient,  that  one  should  suffer  for  that  church,  that  there- 
H°7.   by  it  might  be  released  out  of  servitude.    These  things  discuss  you  simply  with 
servitude  yourselves,  and  weigh  the  matter.    Attend,  I  say,  diligently  in  your  minds,  for 
and  liber  your  parts,  that  God,  for  his  part,  removing  from  your  eyes  all  majesty  of  rule 
church*0  an<*  cmperyt 88  nc  '8  no  accepter  of  persons,  may  take  from  your  hearts  the  veil, 
wronKiy   that  ye  may  understand  and  see  what  ye  have  done,  what  ye  intend  to  do,  and 
denned,    what  ye  ought  to  do.    Tell  me  which  of  you  all  can  say,  I  have  taken  from 
word*  of  n"n»  amce  *he  ume  °f  my  promotion,  either  ox  or  ass.    If  I  have  defrauded 
holy       him  of  any  penny,  if  I  have  misjudged  the  cause  of  any  man  wrongfully,  or  if, 
cieTkT1"      the  detriment  of  any  person,  I  have  sought  mine  own  gain,  let  him  com- 
appiied.    plain,  and  I  will  restore  him  fourfold.    And,  if  1  have  not  offended  you,  what 
then  is  the  cause  that  ye  thus  leave  and  forsake  me  in  the  cause  of  God i  Why 
bend  ye  so  yourselves  against  me  in  such  a  cause,  that  there  is  none  more 
special  belonging  to  the  church? 
Turn  to       Brethren,  seek  not  to  confound  yourselves  and  the  church  of  God  (so  much 

turn i  thmf  08  in  you  ")»  ^  turn  to  me>  and  you         be  safe ;  for  the  Lord  saith,  "  I  will 
to  the      not  the  death  of  a  sinner,  but  rather  he  should  convert  and  live."    Stand  with 
thou  'halt  me  manruuy  ln  the  war ;  take  your  armour  and  your  Bhield  to  defend  me. 
be  »aved.  Take  the  sword  of  the  word  of  the  mighty  God,  that  we  altogether  may  with- 
stand more  valiantly  the  malignant  enemies,  such  at  go  about  to  take  away  the 
of'the0111  8om<  °^       c^ure'1>  which  *  her  liberty ;  without  which  liberty  site  hath  no 
church  is  power  against  them  that  seek  to  encroach  to  their  inheritance,  the  possession 
the  liber-  of  God's  sanctuary.    If  ye  will  hear  and  follow  me,  know  ye  that  the  Lord  will 
churehhe  he  with  you,  and  with  us  all  in  the  defence  of  the  liberty  of  his  church.  Other- 
•ulth  '    wise,  if  ye  will  not,  the  Lord  judge  betwixt  me  and  you,  and  require  the 
beckct.    confusion  of  his  church  at  your  hands ;  which  church,  whether  the  world  will 
or  no,  standeth  firmly  in  the  word  of  the  Lord,  whereupon  she  is  builded,  and 
ever  shall,  till  the  hour  come  that  site  shall  pass  from  this  world  to  the  Father ; 
for  the  Lord  ever  doth  support  her  with  his  hand. 

Wherefore,  to  return  to  the  matter :  Brethren,  remember  well  with  your- 
selves (which  thing  ye  ought  not  to  forget)  what  danger  I  was  brought  unto, 
and  the  church  of  God  also,  while  I  was  in  England,  at  my  departing  out 
Vnbe-      of  England,  and  after  my  departure  from  thence;  also  in  what  danger  it 
uoniTof  itandeth  at  this  present  day ;  but  especially  at  that  time,  when,  at  North- 
hurh  pre-  ampton,  Christ  was  judged  again  in  my  person,  before  the  judgmeut  seat  of  the 
thrift  5"'  hig "  President*    Who  ever  heard  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  being  troubled 
i,ot        for  injuries  done  to  him  and  to  his  church,  and  appealing  to  the  pope  of  Rome, 
tudired     to  be  judged,  condemned,  appealed,  and  put  to  his  sureties,  and  that  of  his  own 
jj^*  of  suffragans?    Where  is  this  law  Been,  or  the  authority,  nay  rather  perversity, 
any  n-ai-  of  this  canon  heard  of?  And  why  yet  shame  ye  not  at  this  your  enormity  ? 
tor-         Why  are  ye  not  confounded  t  Or  why  doth  not  this  confusion  work  in  you 
repentance,  and  repentance  drive  you  to  due  satisfaction  before  God  and  men  t 
For  these  and  such  other  injuries  done  to  God  and  to  his  church,  and  to  me  for 
Con-       God's  cause  (which  with  a  good  conscience  I  ought  to  suffer,  because  that 
m2E*     without  danger  of  soul  I  ought  not  to  dissemble  them),  I  choose  rather  to 
where      absent  myself  for  a  season,  and  to  dwell  quietly  in  the  house  of  my  Lord,  than 
there  u     in  the  tabernacle  of  sinners,  until  the  time  that  (their  iniquity  being  complete) 
the  hearts  of  the  wicked,  and  the  cogitations  of  the  same,  shall  be  opened ;  and 
these  injuries  were  the  cause  both  of  my  appeal  from  the  king,  and  of  my 
departure  from  thence,  which  ye  term  to  be  sudden.    But  if  ye  will  speak  the 
truth  which  ye  know,  it  ought  to  be  no  less  than  sudden,  lest,  being  fore- 
known, it  might  have  been  prevented  and  stopped ;  and,  as  God  turned  the 
But  he     matter,  it  happened  for  the  best,  both  for  the  honour  of  the  king,  and  better 
lcamh    safety  df  those  who,  seeking  my  harm,  should  have  brought  slander  on  the 

red 
use ; 

wrning-  porter;  in  him  that  pursueth,  not  in  him  that  avoideth  injuries.  What  would 
rourt  and  more  ?  1  presented  myself  to  the  court,  declaring  both  the  causes  of  my 
the  »tur-  coming  and  of  my  appeal,  declaring  also  the  wrongs  and  injuries  done  to  me 
hU  be*-"'  m^  *°  my  church,  and  yet  could  have  no  answer,  neither  was  there  any  that 
laid  any  thing  against  me,  before  we  came  to  the  king.    Thus,  while  we  * 


the  ruaii  ^ 8Uca  troubles  followed  upon  my  departing  as  ye  say,  let  them  be 

ner  of  hit  imputed  to  him  who  gave  cause ;  the  fault  is  in  the  worker,  not  in  the  de- 
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waiting  in  the  court,  whether  any  would  come  against  me  or  no,  they  sent  to  //.„,,,//. 

my  officials  ;  charging  them  not  to  obey  me  in  my  temporalities,  nor  to  owe  

any  service  to  me  or  to  any  of  mine.  After  my  appellation  made  in  the  court,  A.D. 
my  church  was  spoiled ;  we  and  they  about  us  deprived  of  our  goods,  outlawed 
both  of  the  clergy  and  of  the  laity,  men,  women,  and  infants ;  the  goods  of  the 
church,  that  is,  the  patrimony  of  the  crucifix,  confiscated,  and  part  of  the  money 
turned  to  the  king's  use,  part  to  your  own  coffers.  Brother  bishop  of  London, 
if  this  be  true  that  we  hear  of  you,  and  that  to  the  use  of  your  own  church  ye 
convert  this  money,  we  charge  you  and  require  you  forthwith,  by  virtue  of 
obedience,  that  within  forty  days  after  the  sight  of  these  letters,  all  delay  and 
excuse  set  aside,  ye  restore  again  within  the  time  aforesaid,  all  such  goods  and 
parcels  as  you  have  taken  away  :  for  it  is  unmeet  and  contrary  to  all  law  for  one 
church  to  be  enriched  with  the  spoil  of  another  church.  If  ye  stand  upon  the 
authority  that  set  you  to  work,  you  must  understand,  that  in  matters  concern- 
ing the  church  goods,  he  can  give  no  lawful  authority,  who  committeth  violent 
injury,  &c. 

What  authority  and  what  Scripture  giveth  this  prerogative  to  princes  upon  rtecket 
church  goods,  which  you  would  attribute  to  them  ?  What  ?  will  they  lay  for  ^'"'more 
them  the  remedy  of  appeal?    God  forbid!   It  were  evil  with  the  church  of  skilful  of 


hi*  ma 


God,  if,  when  the  sacrilegious  extortioner  hath  violently  invaded  other  men's 
goods,  especially  the  goods  of  the  church,  he  should  after  defend  him  with  the  0'f  the  '"' 
title  of  appeal,  Sec.  book  of 

Do  not,  brethren,  so  confound  altogether  the  right  of  the  church  and  of  the  jj^pture, 
temporal  regiment,  for  these  two  are  very  different,  one  borrowing  its  authority  otherwise 
from  the  other.    Read  the  Scriptures,  and  you  shall  find  what  and  how  many  '•«•  niisht 
kings  have  perished  for  taking  upon  them  the  priestly  office.    Therefore  let  ntVtMns; 
your  discretion  provide,  lest  for  this  your  doing,  God's  punishment  light  la  the  old 
upon  you ;  which  if  it  come,  it  will  be  hard  for  you  very  easily  to  escape.  j|j^or,0 
Provide  also  and  see  to  your  king,   whose  favour  ye  prefer  before   the  deprive 
wealth  and  profit  of  the  church;  lest  it  happen,  which  God  forbid,  that  JmJ,u' 
he  doth  perish  with  all  his  house,  after  the  example  of  those  who   for  pu*c*° 
the  like  crime  were  plagued.    And  if  ye  cease  not  off  from  that  ye  begin,  whom 
with  what  conscience  can  I  dissemble  or  forbear,  but  must  needs  punish  JJ52L 
you  ?  Let  him  dissemble  with  you  who  lists,  having  authority  so  to  do  ;  truly  I  King*  in 
will  not ;  there  shall  be  no  dissimulation  found  in  roe.    And  where  you  write  |ne 
in  your  letters  concerning  my  promotion,  that  it  was  against  the  voice  of  the  na0*  illU.r. 
whole  realm,  and  that  the  church  did  exclaim  against  it,  what  should  I  sav  to  meddle 
you,  but  that,  which  ye  know  right  well,  "  The  lie,  which  the  mouth  doth  will-  Jjjj^j0 
ingly  speak,  kiHeth  the  soul  ?"  out  especially  the  words  of  a  priest's  mouth  office  in 
ought  ever  to  go  with  verity.    As  touching  this  matter,  I  appeal  to  your  own  *oroe 
conscience  whether  the  form  of  my  election  stood  not  fully  with  the  consent  of  th'Ja'weie 
them  all  to  whom  the  election  belonged,  having  also  the  assent  of  the  prince  by  foihid- 
his  son,  and  of  those  who  were  sent  thereto.    And  if  there  were  some  that  y'°kj^ut 
repugned  the  same,  he  that  was  troubled  and  is  guilty,  let  him  speak.  were  of-* 

Ye  say,  moreover,  that  I  was  exalted  and  promoted  from  a  base  and  low 
degree  to  this  dignity  by  him.    I  grant  that  I  came  of  no  royal  or  kingly  J^.u  to 
blood ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  I  would  rather  be  in  the  number  of  those  whom  correct 
virtue  of  the  mind,  rather  than  birth,  maketh  noble.    Pcradventure  I  was  born  jjj" 
in  a  poor  cottage,  of  poor  parentage ;  and  yet,  through  God's  clemency,  who  they  did 
knoweth  how  to  work  mercy  with  his  servants,  and  who  cherisheth  the  humble  amiss, 
and  low  things,  to  confound  the  high  and  mighty,  in  this  my  poor  and  low  ^g*„  0f 
estate,  before  I  came  to  the  king's  service,  I  had  abundantly  and  wealthily  Artuw 
to  live  withal,  as  ye  know,  amongst  my  neighbours  and  friends.    And  David,  """the** 
even  from  the  sheepfold,  was  taken  up  and  made  a  king;  Peter,  of  a  fisher,  was  old  At* 
made  a  prince  of  the  church,  who,  for  his  blood  being  shed  for  the  name  of  tamcnt, 
Christ,  deserved  to  have  in  heaven  a  crown,  and  in  earth  name  find  renown ;        * *ur 
would  to  God  we  could  do  the  like !    We  be  the  successors  of  Peter,  and  not  of  minor, 
kings  and  emperors. 

And  where  ye  seem  to  charge  me,  by  insinuation,  with  the  blot  of  ingrati-  They  ^ 
tude,  thus  I  answer :  There  is  no  offence  capital  or  infamous,  unless  it  proceed  the  iuc- 
(rom  the  heart  and  intention.    As,  if  a  man  commit  a  murder  unwillingly, 
although  he  be  called  a  murderer,  yet  he  is  not  thereby  punishable :  and  so,  *"  taints, 
althou-'h  I  owe  my  duty  aud  service  with  reverence  to  my  king,  yet,  if  I  have  not  that 


Digitized  by  Google 


236  bkckxt's  reply  to 

Heart  II.  forborne  him  as  my  lord,  if  I  have  warned  him,  and  talked  with  him  fatherly  and 
^  jj  gently  as  with  a  son,  and  in  talking  with  him  could  not  be  heard  :  if  therefore, 
I  j       I  say,  being  enforced  thereunto,  and  against  my  will,  I  do  exercise  upon  him 

 —  the  censure  of  due  severity,  in  so  doing  I  suppose  I  make  rather  with  him  than 

hold  the   against  him,  and  rather  deserve  at  his  hand  thanks  for  my  correction,  than  note 
or  suspicion  of  unkindness  or  punishment  for  the  fact  Sometimes  a  man,  against 
but  that   his  will,  receiveth  a  benefit,  as,  when  necessity  causeth  a  man  to  be  restrained 
woriTof  ^roin  {^°'n?  tnat  wh*ch  he  ought  not  to  do  :  he  that  doth  so  restrain  him,  though 
■tint*.—  he  stop  him,  doth  not  hurt  him,  but  rather  profiteth  him  for  his  soul's  health. 
Hierome.  Another  thing  that  defendeth  us  from  ingratitude,  is,  our  Father  and  Patron 
Christ,  who,  in  that  he  is  our  Father,  to  whom  we  as  children  owe  obedience, 
then  are  we  bound,  as  children,  by  necessity,  to  obey  his  commandment,  in 
warning  the  evildoer,  in  correcting  the  disobedient,  and  in  bridling  the  obsti- 
nate :  which,  if  we  do  not,  we  run  into  danger  to  have  his  blood  required  at  our 
hands.  Ye  set  forth  likewise  and  show,  what  loss  we  thereby  may  sustain  of  our 
temporalities,  but  ye  speak  no  word  of  the  loss  of  our  souls. 
If  the         Moreover,  as  concerning  the  departure  of  the  king  from  the  homage  of  the 
king  h*d  church  of  Rome,  which  in  your  letters  ye  seem  to  pretend,  or  rather  threaten  : 
adulterer         forbid,  I  say,  that  the  devotion  or  faith  of  our  king  should  ever  swerve 
or  tyrant '  away  from  the  obedience  and  reverence  of  the  church  of  Rome,  for  any  tem- 
aRaimt    por^\  commodity  or  incommodity,  which  thing  to  do  is  very  damnable  in  any 
doctrine   private  subject,  much  more  in  the  prince  who  draweth  many  others  with  him  ; 
or  preach-  therefore,  God  forbid  that  ever  any  faithful  man  should  once  think  so  heinous 
Christ      a  deed.    And  you,  according  to  your  discretion,  take  heed  lest  the  words  of 
then       your  mouth  infect  any  person  or  persons  therein,  occasioning  to  them  by  your 
thu>,t  a    worus  8Uch  dangers  ana  damnable  matter,  like  to  the  golden  cup  which  is  called 
ton  >erve,  the  cup  of  Babylon,  which  for  the  outward  gold  no  man  will  refuse  to  drink  of, 
and  God   but  after  they  have  drunk  thereof,  they  are  poisoned. 

bToteyed     ^nt*  wnere  ye  'ay  to  mv  charge  for  the  suspending  of  the  reverend  father, 
than  man.  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  for  excommunicating  of  John,1  dean  of  the  same 
where  did  cnurcn»  *°r  a  schismatic,  by  knowledge  and  process  had  of  the  matter,  to  this 
Jt.rket     I  answer,  that  both  these  are  justly  and  conoignly  excommunicate ;  and  if  ye 
learn  that  understand  perfectly  the  condition  of  the  matter,  and  the  right  order  of  judg- 
hi"hi«"1,?   mcnt9»  >'e  will  say  no  less .    Fur  this  stand etli  with  good  authority,  as  yc  know, 
temporal  that  in  manifest  and  notorious  crimes,  this  knowledge  and  order  of  proceeding 
right  was  ig  not  requisite.    Perpend  with  yourselves  diligently,  what  the  bishop  of 
j^yed  f    Salisbury  aid  concerning  the  deanery,  after  that  he  was  prohibited  of  the  pope 
Take       and  of  us,  under  pain  of  excommunication ;  and  then  shall  ye  better  under- 
ve*mar-    8tana>         tipon  such  manifest  disobedience,  suspension  did  rightly  follow,  as 
all.  if  ye   ye  read  in  the  decree  of  St.  Clement,  saying,  "  If  they  do  not  obey  their  prelates, 
open  that  all  manner  of  persons,  of  what  order  soever  they  be,  whether  they  shall  be  princes 
of  high  or  low  degree,  and  all  other  people,  shall  not  only  be  infamed,  but  also 
banished  from  the  kingdom  of  God  ana  the  fellowship  of  the  faithful."  Aa 
Diver*     concerning  John  of  Oxford,  this  we  say,  that  excommunication  cometh  divers 
way*  of   ways  ;  aome  are  excommunicate  by  the  law  denouncing  them  excommunicate  ; 
munica-   aome  by  the  sentence  of  the  prelate ;  some  by  communicating  with  those  who 
tion.       are  excommunicate.    Now  he  that  hath  fallen  into  this  damnable  heresy,  of 
participating  with  schismatics  whom  the  pope  hath  excommunicated,  he 
The        draweth  to  himself  the  spot  and  leprosy  of  like  excommunication.  Wherefore, 
council     seeing  he,  contrary  to  the  pope's  express  commandment  and  ours,  being  charged 
5Rj£th  under  pain  of  excommunication  to  the  contrary,  took  upon  him  the  deanery  of 
a«  he      Salisbury,  we  have  denounced  him,  and  hold  him  excommunicate,  and  all  his 
worthily  doings  we  disannul  by  the  authority  of  the  eighth  synod,  saying,  "  If  any  man, 
munT     either  privily  or  aperUy,  shall  speak,  or  communicate  with  hun  that  is  excommu- 
nicate, he  draweth  unto  himself  the  punishment  of  like  excommunication." 
And  now,  forasmuch  as  you,  brother,  bishop  of  London,  who  ought  to  know 
that  saying  of  Gregory  VII.1,  "  If  any  bishop  shall  consent  to  the  fornication  of 
priests,  deacons,  etc.  within  his  precinct,  for  reward,  favour,  or  petition,  or  doth 
not  by  authority  of  his  office  correct  the  vice,  let  him  be  suspended  from  his  office.  *  * 
And  again,  that  saying  of  Pope  Leo  which  is  tins  :  "  If  any  bishop  shall  insti- 

(1)  This  John  wa*  called  a  schismatic,  became  he  took  part 
Cologne,  and  the  emperor,  against  Alexander,  the  pope. 

(2)  This  Gregory,  otherwise  called  Hildebrand,  was  he 
demning  all  priests  who  had  wives,  of  fornication. 
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tute  or  consecrate  such  a  priest  as  shall  be  unmeet  and  unconvenient,  if  he  escape  Hnr9ri. 

with  the  loss  of  his  own  proper  dignity,  yet  he  shall  lose  the  power  of  instituting 

any  more,"  &c.  Therefore  forasmuch,  I  say,  as  you,  knowing  this,  have  double- 

wise  offended  against  the  sentence  of  these  canons,  we  command  you,  and  in  1167, 

the  virtue  of  obedience  enjoin  you,  that  if  it  be  so,  within  three  months  after 

the  receipt  hereof,  you  will  submit  and  offer  yourself  to  due  correction  and 

satisfaction  to  the  council  of  our  fellow-bishops,  for  these  your  so  great 

excesses,  lest  others,  through  your  example,  run  into  the  like  offence,  and  we 

be  constrained  to  proceed  against  you  with  severer  sentence. 

Finally,  in  the  close  of  your  letter,  where  ye  bring  in  for  your  appellation 
against  me,  a  safeguard  for  you,  which  rather  indeed  is  an  hindrance  to  you, 
that  we  should  not  proceed  against  the  invaders  of  the  church  goods,"  nor 
against  the  king,  in  like  censure  as  we  have  done  against  the  bishop  of 
Salisbury,  as  ye  say,  and  his  dean ;  to  this  I  answer,  God  forbid  that  we  have, 
or  else  should  hereafter  proceed  or  do  any  thing  against  the  king  or  his  land, 
or  against  you  or  your  churches,  inordinately  or  otherwise  than  is  convenient. 
But  what  if  you  shall  exceed  in  the  same  or  like  transgression,  as  the  bishop  of 
Salisbury  hath  done  ?  Think  ye  then  your  appellation  shall  help  you  from  the 
discipline  of  our  severity,  that  ye  shall  not  be  suspended  ?  Mark  ye  diligently 
whether  this  be  a  lawful  appeal,  and  what  is  the  form  thereof.  We  know  that 
every  one  that  appealeth,  either  doth  it  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of 
another ;  if  in  his  own,  either  it  is  for  some  grievance  inferred  already,  or  else 
for  that  he  feareth  after  to  be  inferred  against  him.  Now,  concerning  the  first, 
I  am  sure  there  is  no  grievance  that  you  can  complain  of  as  yet,  God  be 
thanked,  that  you  have  received  at  my  hand,  for  the  which  you  should  appeal 
from  me ;  neither  have  you,  I  trust,  any  cause  special  against  me  so  to  do. 
If  ye  do  it  for  fear  of  what  is  to  come,  lest  I  should  trouble  you  and  your 
churches,  consider  whether  this  be  the  fear  that  ought  to  happen  in  constant 
men,  or  whether  this  be  the  appeal  which  ought  to  suspend  or  stay  our  power 
and  authority  that  we  have  upon  you  and  your  churches.  It  is  thought,  therefore, 
by  wise  men,  and  we  also  judge  no  less,  that  your  appeal  is  of  no  force.  First, 
for  that  it  hath  not  the  right  form  of  a  perfect  appellation,  and  also  because  it 
is  not  consonant  to  reason,  and  lacketh  order  ana  help  of  the  law. 

Furthermore,  if  your  appellation  be  in  another  man's  name,  either  it  is  for  The  form 
the  king  (as  most  like  it  is)  or  for  some  other.    If  it  be  for  the  king,  then  you  of  *  '[ue. 
ought  first  to  understand  that  appellations  are  wont  to  be  made  to  repel,  and  SJE^ 
not  to  infer  injur)' ;  or,  to  release  such  as  be  oppressed,  that  they  should  not  be 
oppressed  any  more.   Wherefore  if  any  man  shall  enter  any  appellation,  not 
trusting  to  the  surety  of  his  cause,  but  to  delay  the  time,  that  sentence  be  not 
given  upon  him,  that  appellation  is  not  to  be  received.   For  what  state  will 
mere  be  of  the  church,  it  the  liberty  thereof  being  taken  away,  the  goods  of 
the  church  spoiled,  and  the  bishops  driven  from  their  places,  or  at  least  not 
received  with  full  restitution  of  their  goods,  the  invaders  and  imoilers  thereof 
may  defend  themselves  by  appealing,  thereby  to  save  themselves  from  the 
penalty  of  their  desert? 

What  a  ruin  of  the  church  will  this  be  ?  See  what  ye  have  done,  and  what  ye 
say.    Are  you  not  the  vicars  of  Christ,  representing  him  on  earth  ?    Is  it  not 
your  office  to  correct  and  bridle  ill-doers,  wnereby  they  may  cease  to  persecute 
the  church  ?  and  is  it  not  enough  for  them  to  be  fierce  and  to  rage  against  the 
church,  but  that  you  should  take  their  part,  setting  yourselves  against  us,  to  the 
destruction  of  the  church  ?  Who  ever  heard  of  such  monstrous  doings  ?  Thus, 
it  shall  be  heard  and  said  of  all  nations  and  countries,  that  the  suffragans  of  the 
church  of  Canterbury,  who  ought  to  stand  with  their  metropolitan  unto  death  in 
defence  of  the  church,  now  go  about  by  the  king's  command,  so  much  as  in 
them  doth  lie,  to  suspend  his  authority,  lest  he  should  exercise  his  discipline  of 
correction  upon  them  that  rebel  against  the  church.    This  one  thing  I  know, 
that  vou  cannot  sustain  two  sorts  of  persons  at  once,  both  to  be  the  appeal  ()m"  P*' 
makers,  and  to  be  appealed  to  yourselves.    You  be  they  who  have  made  the  J^J  ""h 
appellation  ;  you  be  tney  against  whom  the  appellation  is  made.    Are  there  any  be  the 
more  churches  than  one,  and  the  body  of  the  same?   And  how  meet  were  it 
then,  that  you,  being  the  members  of  the  church,  should  hold  together  with  the  M^  the 
"  thereof?    I  am  afraid,  brethren,  lest  it  may  be  said  of  us,  these  be  the  p*rt^1  . 
i  who  have  said,  "  Where  is  the  Lord?"  and  having  the  law,  do  not  know  aP^a,ed 
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iimr?  11.  the  law.  Furthermore,  this  I  suppose,  you,  being  discreet  men,  are  not  ignorant 

 — -  of,  that  such  as  enter  any  appellation  there,  are  not  wont  to  be  heard,  unless 

A.  D.  t},e  matter  of  their  appellation  either  belongeth  to  themselves,  or  except  special 
1 16"-  commandment  force  them  thereunto,  or  else  unless  they  take  another  man's 
"  cause  upon  them.  First,  that  it  belongeth  nothing  unto  you,  it  is  plain,  foras- 
much as  the  contrary  rather  pcrtaincth  to  your  duty ;  that  is,  to  punish  and  to 
correct  all  such  as  rebel  against  the  church.  And,  secondly,  if  he  who  sub- 
vertcth  the  liberty  of  the  church,  and  invadeth  the  goods  thereof,  converting 
them  to  his  own  use,  be  not  heard  appealing  for  his  own  defence,  much  less  is 
another  to  be  heard  appealing  for  him.  Wherefore,  as  in  this  case  neither  he 
can  appeal  for  himself,  nor  yet  command  you  so  to  do ;  so  neither  may  you 
receive  the  commandment  to  appeal  for  him.  Thirdly,  as  touching  the  taking 
of  another  man's  cause  or  business  upon  you :  to  this  I  say  and  affirm,  that  ye 
ought  in  no  manner  of  wise  so  to  do,  especially  seeing  the  matter  pertaineth  to 
the  oppression  of  the  church,  and  whereupon  ensueth  great  damage  to  the 
same. 

Wherefore,  seeing  it  neither  appertaineth  to  you,  neither  ought  ye  to  receive 
any  such  commandment,  nor  yet  to  take  upon  you  any  such  cause  as  that  is, 
your  appeal  is  neither  to  be  heard,  nor  standcth  with  any  law.    Is  this  the 
devotion  and  consolation  of  brotherly  love  which  you  exhibit  to  your  metro- 
politan, being  for  you  in  exile  ?  God  forgive  you  this  clemency !   And  how 
now  ?  will  ye  look  for  your  letters  and  messengers  to  be  gently  received  here 
of  us?  Neither  do  I  speak  this,  as  though  there  were  any  thing  in  hand  betwixt 
your  part  and  ours,  or  that  wc  have  done  any  thing  inordinately  against  the 
person  of  the  king,  or  against  his  land,  or  against  the  persons  of  the  church,  or 
Though    mtend,  by  God's  mercy,  so  to  do.    And  therefore,  we  say  briefly,  and  affirm 
law^-m  *  constantly,  that  our  lord  the  king  cannot  complain  of  any  wrong  or  injury  to  be 
notde-    done  unto  him,  if  he  (being  often  called  upon  by  letters  and  messengers 
them  *ct  10  ^knowledge  his  fault,  neither  will  confess  his  trespass,  nor  yet  come  to  any 
the  law'  satisfaction  for  the  same)  have  the  censure  of  severity  by  the  pope  and  us  laid 
°*  the      upon  him :  for  no  man  can  say  that  he  is  unjustly  treated,  whom  the  law  doth 
w"i  a'uJ1  justly  punish.    And,  briefly  to  conclude  :  know  you  this  for  certain,  that  extor- 
tioners, invaders,  detainers  of  the  church  goods,  and  subverters  of  the  liberties 
thereof,  neither  have  any  authority  of  the  law  to  maintain  them,  nor  doth  their 
appealing  defend  them. 

A  brief  censure  upon  the  former  rescript  of  Beckct  to  his  suffragans, 
with  a  general  resolution  of  the  reasons  therein  contained.1 

If  the  king  of  England  had  been  an  idolater,  covetous,  and  adulterer,  an 
incestuous  person,  a  murderer,  with  such  like ;  then  the  zeal  of  this  archbishop, 
threatening  the  king  and  such  as  took  his  part,  had  deserved  praise  in  this 
epistle,  ana  the  Scripture  would  have  borne  him  out  therein.  For  these  and 
such  causes  should  bishops  prosecute  the  authority  of  the  gospel  against  all 

Eersons.  But,  the  matter  standing  only  upon  church  goods,  liberty  (or  rather 
centiousness)  of  priests,  making  of  deans,  titles  of  churches,  superiority  of 
crowning  the  king,  with  such  other  matters :  to  stand  so  stiff  in  these,  is  not  to 
defend  the  church,  but  to  rebel  against  the  king.  Again,  if  the  principles,  which 
he  here  groundeth  upon,  were  true — to  wit,  that  the  pope  were  to  be  obeyed 
before  princes,  that  the  liberty  of  the  church  standeth  upon  the  immunity  of 
priests  exempted  from  princes'  laws,  or  upon  ample  possessions  of  the  church ; 
or  tli.it  the  pope's  law  ought  to  prevail  in  all  foreign  countries,  and  to  bind  all 

E:e8  in  their  own  dominions ;  or  that  the  sentence  of  the  pope  and  his  pope- 
(how  or  by  whut  affection  soever  it  is  pronounced)  may  stand  by  the- 
lubted  sentence  of  God :  then  all  the  arguments  of  this  epistle  do  proceed 
and  conclude  well.  But,  if  they  stand  not  ratified  by  God's  word,  but  tottering 
upon  man's  traditions,  then,  whatsoever  he  inferred i  or  concludeth  thereupon, 
his  assumption  being  false,  cannot  be  true,  according  to  the  school  saying : 
"  One  inconveniency  being  granted  in  the  beginning,  innumerable  follow  there- 
upon." So  in  this  epistle  it  happeneth,  as  is  above  noted,  that  the  major 
man  is  true,  but  the  minor  is  clean  false,  and  to  be  denied. 


(J)  From  the  ityloof  thUceruure,  U  is  dearly  from  the 
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The  letter  of  Matilda,  the  empress,  and  mother  of  the  king,  to  H*nm11- 

Thomas  Bcckct.  A.D. 


My  lord  the  pope  commanded  me,  and  upon  the  forgiveness  of  my  sins 
enjoined  me,  that  I  should  be  a  mediator  and  means  of  peace  and  concord 
between  my  son  and  you,  by  reconciling  of  yourself  to  him,  whereunto,  as  you 
know,  you  requested  me.  Wherefore  the  earnester  and  with  more  affection, 
as  well  for  the  divine  honour  as  for  holy  church,  I  took  the  enterprise  upon  me. 
But  this  b)-  the  way,  I  assure  you,  that  the  king,  with  his  barons  and  council, 
taketh  it  grievously  that  you,  whom  he  entirely  loved,  honoured,  and  made 
chiefest  in  all  this  realm,  to  the  intent  to  have  more  comfort  and  better  trust  in 
you,  should  thus,  as  the  report  is,  rebel,  and  stir  his  people  against  him.  Yea 
and  further,  that  as  much  as  in  you  lieth,  you  went  about  to  disinherit  him,  and 
deprive  him  of  his  crown.  Upon  the  occasion  whereof,  I  sent  unto  you  our 
trust)-  and  familiar  servant  Lawrence,  archdeacon,  by  whom  I  pray  you  that  I 
may  understand  your  mind  herein,  and  good  will  toward  mv  son,  and  how  vou 
mean  to  behave  yourself,  if  my  prayer  and  petition  may  be  heard  of  him"  in 
your  behalf,  toward  his  grace.  But  this  one  thing  I  assure  you  of,  that  unless 
it  be,  through  your  great  humility  and  moderation,  evident  in  you  appearing, 
you  cannot  obtain  the  favour  of  the  king.  Herein  what  you  mean  to  do,  I  pray 
you  send  me  word,  by  your  proper  letters  and 


11C8. 


But  to  proceed  further  in  the  order  of  the  history.  After  these  A.n  n«9 
letters  sent  to  and  fro,  a.d.  1169,  which  was  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  II.,  the  king  misdoubting  and  fearing  with 
himself,  that  the  archbishop  would  proceed,  or  exceed  rather,  in  his 
excommunication  against  his  own  person,  to  prevent  the  mischief, 
made  his  appeal  to  the  presence  of  the  pope,  requiring  to  have  certain 
legates  sent  down  from  Rome  from  the  pope^s  side,  to  take  up  the 
matter  between  the  archbishop  and  him ;  requiring,  moreover,  that 
they  might  also  be  absolved  who  were  interdicted.  Whereupon  two 
cardinals,  being  sent  from  Alexander,  the  pope,  with  letters  to  the 
king,  came  to  Normandy,  where  they  appointed  the  archbishop  to 
meet  them  before  the  king  upon  St.  Martin's  day.  But  the  arch- 
bishop, neither  agreeing  with  the  day  nor  the  place,  delayed  his 
coming  till  the  eighth  day  after,  neither  would  go  any  further  than  to 
Grisortium,  where  the  two  cardinals  and  the  archbishop,  with  other 
bishops  conventing  together,  had  a  certain  entreaty  of  peace  and 
reconciliation  :  but  it  came  to  no  conclusion.  The  contents  of  this 
entreaty  or  action,  being  sufficiently  contained  in  the  cardinals'  letter, 
who  were  called  Gulielmus  and  Otho,  written  to  the  pope,  it  shall 
require  no  further  labour,  but  to  show  out  the  words  thereof,  where 
the  sum  of  the  whole  may  appear :  the  words  of  the  letter  be  these. 

The  copy  of  the  epistle  written  and  sent  by  two  cardinals  to  the 
pope,  concerning  the  matter  of  the  Archbishop  Becket. 

William  and  Otho,  cardinals  of  the  church  of  Rome,  to  Alexander,  the  pope, 
&c.    Coming  to  the  land  of  the  king  of  England,  we  found  the  controversy 
betwixt  him  and  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  more  sharp  and  vehement  than 
we  would ;  for  the  king,  and  the  greater  part  of  those  about  him,  said,  that  the 
archbishop  had  stirred  up  the  French  king  grievously  against  him;  and  also  H,  rkf , 
that  he  made  the  earl  of  Flanders,  his  kinsman,  who  bare  no  displeasure  to  him  "limn* 
before,  hia  open  adversary,  ready  to  war  against  him,  as  is  by  divers  evidences  j&JJX 
most  certain.    Thus,  when  we  came  to  Cadomus,  first  to  the  king's  speech,1  we  king 
gave  the  letters  of  your  fatherhood  to  his  hands:  which  after  he  had  received  JfJjS* 
and  considered  (bringing  forth  withal  other  letters  received  from  you  before,  0fVnR.g 
something  diverse  and  altering  from  those  which  he  received  of  us),  he  was  land. 

vl)  "  Pirst  to  the  king'i  i 
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jfrnrv  B,  moved  and  Btirred  with  no  little  indignation ;  saying,  that  the  archbishop,  after 

 —  our  departure  from  you,  had  received  of  you  other  contrary  letters,  by  the  virtue 

A.  D.  whereof  he  was  exempted  from  our  judgment,  so  that  he  should  not  be  com- 
1 169«  polled  to  answer  us.  Moreover,  the  said  king  to  us  added  and  affirmed,  and  so 
did  the  bishops  there  present,  testifying  the  same,  that  concerning  the  old  and 
ancient  customs  of  his  progenitors,  whereof  complaint  was  made  to  you,  all  that, 
for  the  most  part,  was  false  and  untrue  which  was  intimated  to  you ;  offering 
further  to  us,  that  if  there  were  any  such  customs  or  laws  in  his  time,  as  seemed 
prejudicial  or  disagreeable  to  the  statutes  of  the  church,  he  would  willingly  be 
content  to  revoke  and  disannul  the  same.  Whereupon  we,  with  other  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  and  abbots  of  the  land,  hearing  the  king  so  reasonable,  laboured 
by  all  the  means  we  might,  that  the  king  should  not  utterly  break  from  us,  but 
rather  should  incline  to  us  to  have  the  matter  brought  before  us  betwixt  him 
and  the  forcnamed  archbishop.  By  reason  whereof,  we  directed  our  own  chap- 
lains with  letters  unto  him,  appointing  him  both  tune  and  place  where  safely  he 
might  meet  us  on  the  feast  or  St  Martin.  Nevertheless  he,  pretending  certain 
excuses,  made  his  dilatories,  driving  off  the  time  from  the  day  of  St  Martin 
to  the  octaves  following,  which  thing  stirred  the  king's  heart  more  than  is  to  be 
thought 

A  com-       Thus,  although  we  offered  to  the  archbishop  safe  coming,  yet  when  he  refused 
munic»-   to  meet  ^  jn  tng  borders  of  the  king,  we,  to  satisfy'  his  mind,  condescended  to 
twecn      meet  him  within  the  land  of  the  French  king,  in  the  place  where  he  himself 
Uccket     appointed,  because  there  should  be  no  let  in  us,  whereby  to  stop  his  profit 
cardinal*  After  we  had  entered  upon  communication,  we  began  to  exhort  him,  all  that  we 
'  could,  to  submit  and  humble  himself  to  his  sovereign  and  king,  who  had  heaped 
upon  him  such  benefits  and  dignities ;  whereby  matter  might  be  given  us  for 
further  occasion  of  reconciling  them  together.    He,  being  thus  moved  and 
exhorted  by  us,  departed  aside  to  consult  with  his  council  upon  the  matter.  At 
length,  after  counsel  taken,  he  cometh  again,  answering  in  this  manner :  that 
Bfttaft  he  would  submit  and  humble  himself  to  the  king,  "  saving  the  honour  of  God, 
and  liberty  of  the  church ;  saving  also  the  honesty  of  his  person,  and  possessions 
of  churches;  and  moreover,  saving  the  justice  of  him  and  of  all  his  in  all 
things."1    After  which  communication  had  amongst  us,  we  moved  and  required 
him  more  instantly,  that  he  would  come  to  the  specialities,  when  as  yet  he  had 
brought  nothing  in,  either  which  was  certain  or  particular.    Likewise  we 
demanded  of  him,  if  he  would,  in  all  such  things  contained  and  comprehended 
in  our  letters,  stand  and  submit  himself  to  our  letters,  so  as  the  king  and  the 
bishops  before  were  contented  to  do.    To  the  which  he  answering  again,  said, 
that  he  had  received  from  you  a  commandment  not  to  answer  before  he  and 
all  his  were  restored  full  to  all  their  possessions ;  and  then  he  would  so  proceed 
in  the  matter,  according  as  he  should  receive  commandment  from  the  see 


Tims  we,  breaking  off  communication,  seeing  that  he  neither  would  stand  to 
judgment  nor  come  to  conformity,  thought  to  make  relation  thereof  to  the 
xing,  and  so  did ;  declaring  that  which  he  had  expressed  to  us,  yet  not  uttering 
all,  Dut  keeping  back  a  great  part  of  that  which  we  had  heard  and  seen.  Which 
when  the  bug  with  his  nobles  had  understanding  of,  he  affirmed  to  us  again ; 
that  he  therein  was  cleared  so  much  the  more,  for  that  the  archbishop  would 
not  stand  to  their  judgment,  nor  abide  their  trial.  After  much  heaviness  and 
lamentation  of  the  king,  the  archbishop,  bishops,  and  abbots  of  the  realm, 
»und"o  requiring  of  us,  whether  we  had  any  such  power,  by  virtue  of  our  commission 
judgment  to  withstand  him  and  proceed  against  him;  and  perceiving  that  our  authority 
nor  Da  would  not  serve  thereunto,  and  fearing  lest  the  aforesaid  archbishop,  refusing 
all  order  of  judgment  would  work  again  disquietness  to  some  noble  personages 
of  the  realm ;  and  seeing  our  authority  could  not  extend  so  far  to  help  them 
against  him,  taking  a  consultation  among  themselves ;  we  agreed  together,  with 
one  assent  to  make  their  appellation  to  your  audience,  prefixing  accordingly 
the  term  of  their  appeal. 

And  this  is  the  epistle  of  these  two  cardinals  sent  to  the  pope, 
wherein  may  sufficiently  appear  all  the  discourse  and  manner  of  that 


ihro  honorc  Del,  el  eecledie  libertate ;  talva  etiam  honef  late 
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mbly,  although  particularly  every  thing  be  not  expressed,  eon-  Henryii. 
ceniing  the  talk  betwixt  the  cardinals  and  the  archbishop.    When  \  p. 
William,  who  of  the  two  cardinals  was  the  more  eloquent,  amongst  UG9. 
other  communication,  hod  reasoned  long  with  him  as  concerning  the  ~ 
peace  of  the  church,  which  Becket  said  he  preferred  above  all  things,  Bcckct 
44  Well  then,""  saith  the  cardinal,  "  seeing  all  this  contention  between  tlTttrr  his 
the  king  and  you  riseth  upon  certain  laws  and  customs  to  be  abro-  jftj^lff 
gated,  and  that  you  regard  the  peace  of  the  church  so  much,  what  j^ce  «* 
say  you?    Will  "you  renounce  your  bishopric,  and  the  king  shall  church, 
renounce  his  customs  ?   The  peace  of  the  church  now  lieth  in  your  J^y","^* 
hands,  cither  to  retain  or  to  let  go ;  then  what  say  you      To  whom  he 
answereth  again,  that  the  proportion  was  not  like.    44  For  I,-"  saith 
he,  M  saving  the  honour  of  my  church  and  my  person,  cannot  renounce 
my  bishopric.    On  the  contrary,  it  standeth  upon  the  king,  for  his 
soul's  health  and  honour,  to  renounce  these  his  ordinances  and 
customs.""    Which  thing  he  thus  proved;  because  the  pope  had 
condemned  those  customs,  and  he,  likewise,  with  the  church  of  Rome 
had  done  the  same. 

THE    TALK    BETWEEN    THE    FRENCH    KING.    THE    KING  OF 
ENGLAND,  AND  BECKET. 

After  the  cardinals  were  returned,  the  French  king,  seeing  the 
king  of  England  disquieted,  and  solicitous  to  have  peace,  or  at  leant 
pretending  to  set  an  agreement  between  them,  brought  the  matter 
to  a  communication  among  them,  in  which  communication  the 
French  king  made  himself  as  umpire  between  them.    The  king  of 
England,  hearing  that  the  archbishop  would  commit  himself  to  his 
arbitrament,  was  the  more  willing  to  admit  his  presence.  Whereupon, 
manv  being  there  present,  the  archbishop,  prostrating  himself  at  the 
king  s  feet,  declared  unto  him,  kneeling  upon  his  knees,  that  he 
would  commit  the  whole  cause,  whereof  the  dissension  arose  between 
them,  unto  his  own  arbitrament ;  adding  thereunto,  as  he  did  before, 
44  salvo  honore  Dei ;"  that  is,  44  saving  the  honour  of  God."1    The  Becket 
king,  as  is  said  before,  being  greatly  offended  at  this  word,  hearing  ^"j4'1^]" 
and  seeing  the  stiffness  of  the  man  sticking  so  much  to  this  word,  oi<i  j»iai- 
44  salvo  honore  Dei,"  was  highly  therewith  displeased,  rebuking  him  Salvo  ho- 
with  many  grievous  words,  as  a  man  proud  and  stubborn,  and  also  Bc^k(!tlcl- 
charging  him  with  sundry  and  great  benefits  bestowed  upon  him,  ais  J*!*^*4 
a  person  unkind,  and  forgetting  what  he  had  so  gently  doue  and  kindnJL 
bestowed  upon  him. 

And  speaking  to  the  French  king  there  present,  44  See,  sir,  if  it 
please  vou,"  saith  the  king  of  England,  44  whatsoever  displeaseth  this 
man,  that  he  saith  to  be  contrary  to  the  honour  of  God  ;  and  so  by 
this  means  he  will  vindicate  and  challenge  to  himself  both  what  is  his 
and  mine  also.  And  yet,  notwithstanding,  because  I  will  not  seem  to 
do  any  thing  contrary  or  prejudicial  to  God's  honour,  this  I  offer 
him  :  There  have  been  kings  in  England  before,  both  of  greater  and 
less  puissance  than  I  am;  likewise  there  have  been  bishops  of Jjjjjfo 


to 

Hccku*. 


Canterbury  many,  both  great  and  holy  men.  Wrhat  the  greatest  and  ^ 
most  holy  of  all  his  predecessors,  before  him,  hath  done  to  the  least  of  rimi*-  * 
my  progenitors  and  predecessors,  before  me,  let  him  do  the  same  to  ai 
mc,  ana  I  am  content."  They  that  stood  by,  hearing  these  words  of 

VOL.  II.  K 
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Henry  11.  the  king,  cried  all  with  one  voice,  "The  king  hath  debased  himself 
~X~D~  cnou&h  to  the  bishop."    The  archbishop  staying  a  little  at  this  in 
1 169.  silence ;  "  What !"  saith  the  French  king  to  him,  "  my  lord  arch- 
^      bishop,  will  you  be  better  than  those  holy  men  ?    Will  ye  be 
The"1*0'  greater  &ao  Peter?   What  stand  you  doubting?     Here  now 
French    have  you  peace  and  quietness  put  in  your  own  hands,  if  ye  will 
take  it.""    To  this  the  archbishop  anwercd  again :  "  Truth  it  is," 
saith  he,  11  that  my  predecessors  before  me  were  both  much  better 
and  greater  tlian  I,  and  of  them  every  one  for  his  time,  although  he 
did  not  extirpate  and  eut  off  all,  yet  something  he  did  pluck  up  and 
correct,  which  seemed  adverse  and  repugnant  against  God's  honour. 
For  if  they  had  taken  all  together  away,  no  such  occasion  then  had 
been  left  for  any  man  to  raise  up  this  fire  of  temptation  now  against 
us,  as  is  here  raised  to  prove  us  withal,  that  we,  being  so  proved  with 
them,  might  also  be  crowned  with  them,  being  likewise  partaker*  of 
praise  and  reward,  as  we  arc  of  their  labour  and  travail.   And  though 
some  of  them  have  been  slack,  or  exceeded  their  duty,  in  that  we  are 
not  bound  to  follow  their  example.    Peter,  when  he  denied  Christ, 
we  rebuke;  but  when  he  resisted  the  rage  of  Nero,  therein  we 
ThUma-  commend  him.    And  therefore,  because  he  could  not  find  in  his 
&  tim  conscience  to  consent  unto  that  he  ought  in  no  wise  to  dissemble, 
ggjj*    neither  did  he ;  by  reason  whereof  he  lost  his  life.    By  such  like 
r»d  mi-  oppressions  the  church  hath  always  grown.    Our  forefathers  and 
made  a    predecessors,  because  they  would  not  dissemble  the  name  and  honour 
of  Christ,  therefore  they  suffered.    And  shall  I,  to  have  the  favour 
of  one  man,  suffer  the  honour  of  Christ  to  be  suppressed  ?"  The 
nobles  standing  by,  and  hearing  him  thus  speak,  were  greatly 
grieved  with  him,  noting  in  him  both  axrogancy  and  wilfulness,  in 
perturbing  and  refusing  such  an  honest  offer  of  agreement.  But 
especially  one  among  the  rest  was  most  grieved,  who  there  openly 
protested,  that  seeing  the  archbishop  so  refused  the  counsel  and 
reauest  of  both  the  kingdoms,  he  was  not  worthy  to  have  the  help  of 
either  of  them,  but  as  the  kingdom  of  England  had  rejected  him,  so 
the  realm  of  France  should  not  receive  him.1 

Alanus  Herbert  and  certain  other  of  his  chaplains,  who  committed 
to  story  the  doings  of  Becket,  do  record,  whether  truly  or  not  I 
cannot  say,  that  the  French  king,  sending  for  him,  as  one  much 
sorrowing  and  lamenting  the  words  that  he  had  spoken,  at  the 
coming  of  Becket  did  prostrate  himself  at  his  feet,  confessing  his 
fault  m  giving  counsel  to  him  in  such  a  cause,  (pertaining  to  the 
honour  of  God,)  to  relent  therein,  and  to  yield  to  the  pleasure  of 
man  ;  wherefore,  declaring  his  repentance,  he  desired  to  be  absolved 
thereof.  Thus,  after  this,  the  French  king  and  Becket  were  great 
friends  together,  insomuch  that  King  Henry,  sending  to  the  king  to 
entreat  and  desire  him  that  he  would  not  support  or  maintain  his 
enemy  within  his  realm,  the  French  king  utterly  denied  the  king's 
request,  taking  part  rather  with  the  archbishop  than  with  him. 

Besides  these  quarrels  and  grudges  betwixt  the  king  and  the 
archbishop  above  mentioned,  there  followed  yet  another,  which  was 
this.  Shortly  after  this  communication  recited  between  the  king  and 
Becket,  the  "king  of  England  returning  again  from  Normandy  into 
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England,  a.d.  1170,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  reign,  about  Henry n. 
Midsummer,  kept  his  court  of  parliament  at  Westminster,  in  the  7  ^ 
which  parliament  he,  with  the  consent  both  of  the  clergy  and  the  1170. 

lords  temporal,  caused  his  son  Henry  to  be  crowned  king.  This  

coronation  was  done  by  the  hands  of  Roger,  archbishop  of  York, 
with  the  assistance  of  other  bishops  ministering  to  the  same,  as 
Gilbert  of  London,  Joselin  of  Salisbury,  Hugo  of  Durham,  and 
Walter  of  Rochester.  By  reason  of  this,  Becket  of  Canterbury, 
being  there  neither  mentioned  nor  called  for,  took  no  little  displea- 
sure ;  and  so  did  Louis,  the  French  king,  hearing  that  Margaret,  his 
daughter,  was  not  also  crowned  with  her  husband ;  whereupon  he, 
gathering  a  great  army,  forthwith  marched  intc  Normandy.  But 
the  matter  was  soon  composed  by  the  king  of  England,  who, 
sending  his  son  unto  him  in  Normandy,  entreated  there  and 
concluded  peace  with  him,  promising  that  his  son  should  be  crowned 
again,  and  then  his  daughter  should  be  crowned  also.  But  the 
archbishop  not  ceasing  his  displeasure  and  emulation,  sent  unto  the 
pope,  complaining  of  these  four  bishops,  especially  of  the  archbishop 
of  York,  who  durst  be  so  bold  in  his  absence,  and  without  his 
knowledge  or  his  license,  to  intermeddle  to  crown  the  king,  being  a 
matter  proper  and  peculiar  to  his  jurisdiction  ;  at  the  instance  of  The  bi 
whom,  tne  pope  sent  down  the  sentence  of  excommunication  against  %^^n 
the  bishop  of  London.  The  other  three  bishops,  with  the  archbishop 
of  York,  he  suspended,  whose  sentence  and  letters  thereof,  for  «i,  with 


fourolher 


avoiding  prolixity,  I  here  omit.  biihop. 

Besides  these  aforesaid  bishops  excommunicated,  divers  other  2£,pend 
clerks  also  of  the  court  he  cited  to  appear  before  him,  by  virtue  of 
his  large  commission  which  he  got  from  the  pope,  whom  they  were 
bound  to  obey,  by  reason  of  their  benefices ;  and  some  he  com- 
manded in  virtue  of  obedience  to  appear,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their 
order  and  benefices;  of  whom  when  neither  sort  would  appear,  he 
cursed  them  openly.  And  also  some  laymen  of  the  court  and  the 
king's  familiars,  as  intruders  and  violent  withholders  of  church  goods, 
he  accursed ;  as  Richard  Lucy,  and  Joselin  Balliot,  and  Ralph  Brock, 
who  took  the  bells  and  goods  that  belonged  to  the  church  of  Canter- 
bury ;  and  Hugh  Sentclcar,  and  Thomas,  the  son  of  Bernard,  and  all 
that  should  hereafter  take  any  church  goods  without  his  consent ;  so 
that  almost  all  the  court  were  accursed  either  by  name,  or  as  partakers. 

This  being  done,  the  archbishop  of  York,  with  the  aforesaid 
bishops,  resorted  to  the  king  with  a  grievous  complaint,  declaring 
how  miserably  their  case  stood,  and  what  they  had  sustained  for 
fulfilling  his  commandment.    The  king,  hearing  this,  was  highly  The 
moved,  as  no  marvel  was.    But  what  remedy  ?  the  time  of  the  ruin  ™" 
of  the  pope  was  not  yet  come,  and  what  prince  then  might  withstand  ™»hst 
the  injurious  violence  of  that  Romish  potestate  ?  Mat 

In  the  mean  season  the  French  king,  for  his  part,  his  clergy  and 
courtiers  likewise,  slacked  no  occasion  to  incite  and  solicit  Alexander 
the  pope,  against  the  king  of  England,  to  excommunicate  him  also, 
seeking  thereby  and  thinking  to  have  some  vantage  against  the  realm 
Neither  was  the  king  ignorant  of  this,  which  made  him  more  ready 
to  apply  for  some  agreement  of  reconciliation.  At  length  came  down 
from  the  pope  two  legates,  the  archbishop  of  Rothomagc  and  the 

r  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


244  becket's  return  to  exclaxd. 

Btnryii.  bishop  of  Navern,  with  direction  and  full  commission  cither  to  drive 
jj   the  king  to  be  reconciled,  or  to  be  interdicted  by  the  pope's  censures 
1170.  out  of  the  church.  The  king,  understanding  himself  to  be  in  greater 
"  straits  than  he  could  avoid,  at  length,  through  the  mediation  of  the 
French  king,  and  of  other  prelates  and  great  princes,  was  content  to 
yield  to  peace  and  reconciliation  with  the  archbishop,  whom  he  both 
received  to  his  favour,  and  also  permitted  and  granted  him  free 
return  to  his  church  again.    Concerning  his  possessions  and  lands  of 
the  church  of  Canterbury,  although  Becket  made  great  labour 
therefor,  yet  the  king,  being  then  in  Normandy,  would  not  grant 
him  them,  before  he  should  repair  to  England,  to  see  how  he  would 
there  agree  with  his  subjects. 

Thus  peace  after  a  sort  concluded  between  the  king  and  him,  the 
Brevet    arcbbishop,  after  six  veare  °f  bis  banishment,  returned  to  England, 
Rtiimeth  where  he  was  right  joyfully  received  of  the  church  of  Canterbury ; 
n"»h?fb*  albeit  of  Henry,  the  young  king,  he  was  not  so  greatly  welcomed,  Q> 
me,lt-     somuch  that  coming  up  to  London  to  the  king,  he  was  returned  back 
to  Canterbury,  and  there  bid  to  keep  his  house.    Roger  Hoveden 
maketh  mention  in  his  Chronicle,  that  the  archbishop,  upon  Christmas- 
day,  did  excommunicate  Robert  de  Brooke  for  cutting  off  the  tail 
of  a  certain  horse  of  his  the  day  before.    In  the  mean  time  the  four 
bishops  before  mentioned,  whom  the  archbishop  had  excommunicated, 
sent  to  him,  humbly  desiring  to  be  released  of  their  censure ;  to 
whom  when  the  archbishop  would  not  grant  clearly  and  simply, 
without  reservations  and  exceptions,  thev  went  over  to  the  king, 
declaring  unto  him  and  complaining  of  their  miserable  state  and 
uncourteous  handling  of  the  archbishop.    Whereupon  the  king 
*or<i»of  conceived  great  sorrow  in  his  mind,  and  displeasure  toward  the 
which"g  party,  insomuch  that  he  lamented  oft  and  sundry  times  to  those 
7™ Vrt  ftbout  him,  that,  amongst  so  many  that  he  had  done  for,  there  was 
ewfctft  none  that  would  revenge  him  of  his  enemy.    By  occasion  of  which 
d<ath'     words  certain  that  were  about  the  king,  to  the  number  of  four,  who 
hearing  him  thus  complain  and  lament,  addressed  themselves  in  great 
heat  of  haste  to  satisfy  the  grieved  mind  and  quarrel  of  their  prince, 
ir  the  p«-  who  within  four  days  after  the  said  Christmas-day,  sailing  over  into 
Sw".wUI  England,  and  having  a  forward  and  prosperous  wind  in  their  journey, 
SST"™"  ^'"K  m  tbc  deep  of  winter,  came  to  Canterbury,  where  Becket  was 
«n»o(    commanded  to  keep.    After  certain  advisements  and  consultations 
mSSa9  had  among  themselves,  they  pressed  at  length  into  the  palace  where 
theVthTn  tne  archbishop  was  sitting  with  his  company  about  him ;  first,  to 
mu.'t     assay  him  with  words,  to  see  whether  he  would  relent  to  the  kings 
that  rc»-  mind,  and  come  to  some  conformity.    They  brought  to  him,  said 
dkmn°tbe  they,  commandment  from  the  king,  which,  whether  he  had  rather 
■gff  openlv  there  in  presence,  or  secretly,  to  be  declared  to  him,  they 
hhJl'n-  bade  him  choose.    Then  the  company  being  bid  to  retire,  as  he  sat 
dvtgg    alone,  they  said,  "  You  are  commanded  from  the  king  beyond  the 
waniiKM  sea,  to  repair  to  the  king's  son  here,  and  to  do  your  duty  to  him, 
of  wca-   swearing  to  him  your  fidelity  for  your  baronage  and  other  things, 


A"nga    and  to  amend  those  things  wherein  you  have  trespassed  against  him 


their  feat.  Whereupon  the  archbishop  refusing  to  swear,  and  perceiving  their 
between  intent,  called  in  his  company  again,  and  in  multiplying  of  words  to 
and  fro,  at  length  they  came  to  the  bishops  who  were  excommuni- 
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cated  for  the  coronation  of  the  kincr,  whom  thev  commanded  in  the  Henry n. 
king's  name  he  should  absolve  and  set  free  again.    The  archbishop  A  j) 
answered,  that  he  neither  suspended  nor  excommunicated  them,  but  1170. 
the  pope  ;  wherefore,  if  that  were  the  matter  that  grieved  them,  they  and  Tht>. 
should  resort  to  the  pope  ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  Bit- 

Then  said  Reginald,  one  of  the  four,  "  Although  you  in  your  own 
person  did  not  excommunicate  them,  yet  through  your  instigation 
it  was  done.'"    To  whom  the  archbishop  said  again,  "  And  if  the 
pope,"  said  he,  "tendering  the  injuries  done  unto  me  and  my 
church,  wrought  this  revenge  for  me,  I  confess  it  offendeth  me 
nothing."    "  Thus  then,""  said  they,  "  it  appeareth  well  by  your  own 
words,  that  it  pleaseth  you  right  well,  in  contempt  and  contumely  of 
the  king's  majesty,  to  sequester  his  bishops  from  their  ministry,  who, 
at  the  commandment  of  the  king,  did  service  in  the  coronation  of  his 
son.    And  seeing  you  have  so  presumed  thus  to  stand  against  the 
exaltation  of  this  our  sovereign,  our  new  king,  it  seemeth  likely  that 
you  aspired  to  take  his  crown  from  him,  and  to  be  exalted  king 
yourself.'"    "  I  aspire  not,"  said  he,  "to  the  crown  and  name  of  the 
king,  but  rather  if  I  had  four  crowns,  to  give  him  more,  I  would  set 
them  all  upon  him ;  such  good-will  I  do  bear  him,  that,  only  his 
father,  the  king,  excepted,  there  is  none  whose  honour  I  more  tender 
and  love.    And  as  concerning  the  sequestering  of  those  bishops,  this 
I  give  you  to  understand,  that  nothing  was  done  in  that  behalf 
without  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  the  king  himself;  to  whom 
when  I  had  made  my  complaint  at  the  feast  of  Mary  Magdalene,  of 
the  wrong  and  injury  done  to  me  and  my  church  therein,  he  gave 
me  his  good  leave  to  obtain  at  the  pope  s  hand  such  remedy  as  I 
could,  oromising,  moreover,  his  help  to  me  in  the  same."    "  What 
is  this,  quoth  they,  "  that  thou  sayest  ?    Makest  thou  the  king  a 
traitor,  and  a  betrayer  of  the  king's  own  son,  that  when  he  had 
commanded  the  bishops  to  crown  his  son,  he  would  give  thee  leave 
afterward  to  suspend  them  for  so  doing  ?   Certes,  it  had  been  better 
for  you  not  to  have  accused  so  the  king  of  this  prodition."  The 
archbishop  said  to  Reginald,  that  he  was  there  present  at  that  time, 
and  heard  it  himself.    But  that  Reginald  denied,  and  swore  it  was 
not  so.  "And  think  you,"  said  they,  "  that  we,  the  king's  subjects,  will 
or  ought  to  suffer  this  ?  "  And  so  approaching  nearer  him,  they  said 
he  had  spoken  enough  against  his  own  head,  whereupon  followed  great 
exclamation  and  many  threatening  words.  Then  said  the  archbishop, 
"  I  have,  since  my  coming  over,  sustained  many  injuries  and  rebukes, 
concerning  both  myself,  my  men,  my  cattle,  my  wines,  and  all  other 
goods ;  notwithstanding  the  king,  writing  over  to  his  son,  required 
him  that  I  should  live  in  safety  and  peace ;  and  now,  beside  all 
others,  you  come  hither  to  threaten  me."  To  this  Reginald  answering 
again,  said,  "  If  there  be  any  that  worketh  you  any  injury  otherwise 
than  right  is,  the  law  is  open,  why  do  you  not  complain?"  "To  whom," 
said  Becket,  "  should  I  complain  ?"  "  To  the  young  king,"  said  they. 
"Then,"  said  Becket,  "  I  have  complained  enough,  if  that  would  help, 
and  have  sought  for  remedy  at  the  king's  hands,  so  long  as  I  could 
be  suffered  to  come  to  his  speech;  but  now,  seeing  that  I  am  stopped 
from  that,  neither  can  find  redress  of  so  great  vexations  and  injuries 
as  I  have  and  do  daily  sustain,  nor  can  have  the  benefits  of  the  law 
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Henry  u.  or  reason  ;  such  right  and  law  as  an  archbishop  may  have,  thai  will  I 
A  rj.  exercise,  and  let  for  no  man."  At  these  words  one  of  them,  bursting 
1 170.  out  in  exclamation,  cried,  "  He  threatenctli,  he  threateneth  !  What  ? 
will  he  interdict  the  whole  realm  and  us  altogether  ?"    "  Nay,  that 
he  shall  not,"  saith  another,  "  he  hath  interdicted  too  many  already.** 
And  drawing  more  near  to  him,  they  protested  and  denounced  him 
to  have  spoken  words  to  the  jeopardy  of  his  own  head.  And  so 
departing  in  great  fury,  and  with  many  high  words,  they  rushed  out 
of  the  doors  ;  who,  by  the  way  returning  to  the  monks,  charged  them 
in  the  king's  name  to  keep  him  forthcoming,  that  he  should  not 
Theitout  escape  away.   "  What,"  quoth  the  archbishop,  "  think  ye  I  will  flee 
Becket.'  away  ?  Nay,  neither  for  the  king,  nor  any  man  alive,  will  I  stir  one 
foot  from  you."    "  No,"  say  they,  "  thou  shalt  not  escape  though 
thou  wouldst. "  And  so  they  departing  with  many  words,  the  arch- 
bishop followcth  them  out  of  the  chamber  door,  crying  after  them , 
"  Here,  here,  here  shall  you  find  me,"  laying  his  hand  upon  his 
crown. 

The  names  of  the  four  soldiers  above  mentioned  were  these  :  the 
first,  Reginald  Bcreson ; 1  the  second,  Hugh  Mortevil ;  the  third, 
William  Thracy ;  and  the  fourth,  Richard  Brito ;  who,  going  to 
harness  themselves,  returned  the  same  day  again,  but  finding  the 
hall-door  of  the  palace  of  Canterbury  shut  against  them,  they  went  to 
an  inward  back-door  leading  into  the  orchard ;  there  brake  they  up  a 
window,  and  opened  the  door,  and  so  issued  into  the  place.  The 
monks,  it  being  about  even-song  time,  liad  got  the  archbishop  into 
the  church ;  who,  being  persuaded  by  them,  caused  his  cross  to  be 
borne  before  him,  and  so  through  the  cloister,  by  a  door  which  was 
broken  up  for  him,  he  proceeded  into  the  choir.    The  harnessed 
men  following  after,  at  length  came  to  the  church-door,  which  door 
the  monks  would  have  shut  against  them  ;  but,  as  the  story  saith,  the 
archbishop  would  not  suffer  them.    So  they  approaching  into  the 
church,  and  the  archbishop  meeting  them  upon  the  stairs,  there  he 
The  death  was  slain ;  every  one  of  the  four  soldiers  striking  him  with  his  sword 
B^kc™**  'nto  the  nc*d  J  wno  afterward  flying  into  the  north,  and  at  length,  with 
much  ado,  obtaining  their  pardon  of  -  the  pope  by  the  king's  procure- 
ment, as  some  stories  record,  went  to  Jerusalem.8 
what  u      Thus  you  have  heard  the  life  and  death  of  this  Thomas  Rocket,  of 
thought   whom  what  is  to  be  judged,  let  his  own  acts  and  facts  declare.  And, 
or  ThoT1  a^DC't       Scripture  ought  to  be  the  only  rule  for  us  to  judge  all 
Becket.'  things  by,  yet,  if  any  shall  require  further  testimony,  partly  to 
satisfy  their  minds  therein,  ye  shall  hear  the  judgments  of  certain 
men,  in  years  and  times  almost  as  ancient  as  himself,  what  they 
write  and  affirm  of  him. 
whether      And  first,  to  begin  with  the  testimony  of  one  of  his  own  religion, 
tm  «*  and  a*80  not  far>  »*  &  appeareth,  from  his  own  time,  who,  writing  of 
notr      his  martyrdom  and  miracles,  thus  tcstifieth  of  the  judgment  and  sen- 
tence of  divers  concerning  his  promotion  and  behaviour.  The 
chronicle  being  written  in  Latin,  and  having  the  name  of  the  author 

(I)  Home  *»>•»,  Reginald  Fltt-urse,  and  Sharon  Turner,  Fitnmo. — En. 

(!)  On  the  eastern  wall  of  the  riave  of  Preaton  church,  In  Sussex,  tome  very  ancient  painting*, 
relic*  of  English  art,  have  lately  bern  discovered  ;  among  then  is  a  very  spirited  one  of  the  muniej 
cf  Thomas  a  Becket,  displaying,  with  great  minuteness  and  much  talent,  the  particulars  of  lua 
tragical  end.  k8ee  the  ■  Archa-ologia,'  vol.  nUl.  No.  I7.-E* 
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cut  out,  thus  beginneth :  "  Quoniam  vero  multi,"  &c.  And  in  the  am^it- 
first  book  and  eighth  chapter  it  followeth  in  this  manner  :! —  A  D 

"  Divers  notwithstanding  there  be,  who,  as  touching  his  promotion,  suppose  1170, 
the  same  not  to  be  canonical,  for  that  it,  was  wrought  rather  by  the  instance  The  pro- 
of the  king  (thinking  him  to  be  a  man  ready  and  inclinable  to  his  utility)  than  motion  of 
by  the  assent  either  of  the  clergy,  or  of  the  people.    Further,  it  is  noted  in  him 
for  a  point  of  presumption  and  lack  of  discretion,  for  that  he,  being  scarce  not  ear 
worthy  to  take  the  oar  ui  hand  and  play  the  boatswain,  would  take  upon  him  to  ^'"kc*t'' 
sit  at  helm,  and  guide  the  ship;  namely,  in  that  church,  where  the  covent,  charged 
being  in  gesture  and  vesture  religious,  be  wont  to  have  their  prelate  taken  out  of  py«- 
the  same  profession.    Whereas  he,  scant  bearing  the  habit  of  a  clerk,  and  going  3 Ck" 


in  his  changes  and  soft  apparel,  is  more  conversant  among  the  delicate  ni tilers  of  1 
in  the  court,  savouring  rattier  of  worldly  things ;  not  refusing,  moreover,  without  jttjjm— 
any  dread,  to  climb  up  to  the  high  preferment  of  such  a  holy  dignity,  but  notr(i  ,„ 
rather  willingly,  of  bis  own  accord,  to  aspire  to  it.  Moses  we  read  did  otherwise,  Becket,  in 
who,  being  the  friend  of  God,  and  sent  of  him  to  conduct  his  people  Israel  out  of  f^^g  tmt 
Egypt,  trembled  at  the  message,  and  said,  '  Who  am  I,  Lord,  that  I  should  go  taking  hit 
to  Pharaoh,  and  bring  thy  people  Israel  out  of  Egypt? '    And  again,  «  I  pray  P/0"°" 
thee,'  saith  he,  •  O  Lord,' I  am  nothing  eloquent,  send  him  whom  thou  wilt 
send.'    Likewise  Jercmias  also,  being  sent  of  the  Lord  to  prophesy  against 
Jerusalem,  was  abashed  to  take  the  office  upon  him,  answering  again  with  much 
dread  of  heart,  'A,  a,  a,  Lord,  I  cannot  utter  my  mind,  for  I  am  a  child.' " 

In  like  manner  we  read  of  the  saints  of  the  New  Testament,  BUhoP» 
whereof  many  were  preferred  oftentimes  to  their  bishoprics  and  JjSTwui, 
functions  of  the  church,  by  mere  forcement  and  compulsion  of  others  throaty 
rather  than  by  their  own  wills.    So  was  blessed  Gregory,  after  his  buno 
flight  and  going  away,  brought  back  again,  and  placed  in  the  sec  and  ric>* 
chair  of  Rome.    Likewise  St.  Ambrose,  sore  against  his  mind ;  who 
also,  of  purpose  accusing  and  confessing  his  own  defects,  because  he 
would  be  repealed,  yet  by  the  commandment  of  Valentinian,  the 
emperor,  was  enforced  to  take  the  burden  upon  him,  which  he  could 
by  no  wise  shake  off.    St.  Martin,  in  like  sort,  not  knowing  of  any 
such  matter,  was  circumvented  by  a  certain  godly  train  and  wile  of 
the  citizens,  before  he  could  be  brought  to  his  consecration ;  which 
he  did  not  so  much  take,  as  he  was  thrust  into  it  with  much  pensive- 
ncss  and  sorrow  of  heart.    By  these  and  such  other  examples  this 
chancellor  likewise  should  have  rather  excused  himself  as  unworthy 
and  unmeet  for  that  room,  showing  himself  more  willing  to  refuse 
than  to  take  it :  to  the  which  this  archbishop  is  judged  to  do  clean 
contrary.1 

And,  although  scarcely  any  testimony  is  to  be  taken  of  that  age, 
being  all  blinded  and  corrupted  with  superstition,  yet  let  us  hear 
what  Neuburgcnsis,  an  ancient  historiographer,  saith  in  his  Chronicle, 
who,  in  the  days  of  the  son  of  this  King  Henry  II.,  prosecuting  his 
history  unto  King  Richard  I.,  hath  to  this  effect,  writing  of  Thomas 
Becket .» 

(1)  "Jfonnullis  times  idcirco  promo  tionem  ejua  victim  ett  fuijse  minun  canonicam,  quod  ad  ram 
magi*  operata  eat  rcgia  initantia,  quam  dcri  rcl  populi  voto.  Pn*iumptionl*  quoque  vel  indiscre- 
tion* ftitae  notatum  eat.  quod  qui  rrmum  tern-re  viz  idoncus  videbatux  primum  1 


majfis  eliam  seeularia  turn  sapient,  lam  ganctum  tantje  dignitatis  faati- 
,  ted  ul 


I  ultroneua  aacendUac  creditua."  Sc.  "  Aliter  Dei  amicua  Mote*,"  tec. 
(?)  Hire  ex  rhronico,  cui  titului,  *  Dc  Paasione  et  Mlraculli  betti  Thomae.' 
(S)  "  Sane  cum  plerique  loleant  in  hit  quo*  atnant  et  laudant  affect  u  quod  am  propenaiori,  aed 
pmdentia  parciori,  quicquid  ab  eia  geritur  approbaxe  ,  plane  ego  in  viro  illo  venerabili,  ea  quae  its 
ab  ipso  act*  gunt,  quum  nulla  exinde  proTCiiiret  utllitaa,  aed  fervor  taut  urn  accenderctur  regius, 
ci  quo  tot  mala  poatmodum  pullulaaae  noacuntur,  laudanda  nequaquam  ccnauerim,  licet  ex 
laudabili  selo  proceaaerint :  aicut  In  beatiaaimo  apottolorum  principe,  quod  Igcntes  auo  exemplo 
J  udii  Lire  coegit ;  in  quo  cum  doctor  gentium  repxehenaibllem  declaxat  fuiaac,  licet  eum  conatet 
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Henri  n.     "  Whereas  many  be  wont,  in  them  whom  they  love  and  praise,  judging  them 

-   more  by  affection  than  prudence,  to  aDow  and  approve  whatsoever  they  do ;  yet 

A.  D.   for  me  to  judge  upon  this  reverend  man,  verily  I  think  not  his  doings  and  acts 
1 to  be  praiseworthy,  or  to  be  allowed,  for  so  much  as  thereof  came  no  utility, 
Acta  of    hut  only  the  anger  and  stirring  up  of  the  king :  whereupon,  afterward,  sprung 
Beckct     so  great  mischiefs,  although  the  thing  that  he  did  might  proceed  of  a  certain 
proved     laudable  zeal ;  like  as  in  the  blessed  prince  of  the  apostles  m  that  he  taught  the 
Gentiles  by  his  example  to  play  the  Jews,  Paul,  the  doctor  of  the  Gentiles,  did 
declare  him  therein  to  be  rebukable,  albeit  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  he  did 
it  of  a  good  affection,"  &c. 

And  in  the  same  author,  in  another  place,  it  followeth  to  the  like 
effect.1 

11  The  letters  which  were  'sent  before  for  the  suspending  of  the  bishops,  he 
pursued  with  burning  zeal  of  justice ;  but  whether  according  to  knowledge,  God 
knoweth  it  It  is  not  for  my  rude  and  slender  wit  to  judge  of  the  doings  of  such 
a  person.  But  yet  this  I  suppose,  that  he  did  not  behave  himself  so  circum- 
spectly as  he  ought,  considering  the  time ;  and  that  the  concord  between  him 
and  the  king  as  yet  was  but  soft  and  tender,  who,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Urne,  and  for  the  recompense  of  peace  might  have  forborne  or  dissembled  such 
things,  which  without  any  peril  of  christian  religion  might  be  tolerated  well 
enough,  according  to  the  prophetical  saying,  '  A  wise  man  in  that  time  wiH  keep 
silence,  because  the  time  will  not  serve  him.'  Wherefore,  as  the  doings  of  that 
reverend  prelate  I  judge  in  that  behalf  not  to  be  commended,  so  neither  do  I 
presume  to  discommend  them.  But  this  I  say,  that  if  that  holy  man,  through 
immoderate  violence  of  zeal,  did  exceed  in  a  part  therein,  the  same  was  excocted 
again,  and  purged  by  the  tire  of  his  suffering,  which  afterward  ensued.  And  so 
far  holy  men  are  to  be  loved  or  praised  of  us,  who  know  ourselves  much 
inferior  to  their  virtues ;  that  in  sucn  things  wherein  they  have  been  men,  and 
also  known  to  be  men,  therein  we  neither  hold  with  them,  nor  commend  them ; 
but  only  in  such  things  wherein  without  all  danger  or  scruple  we  ought  to 
imitate  them.  For  who  is  able  to  say,  that  they  are  to  be  •imitated  in  all  that 
they  do  ?  And  therefore  are  they  not  to  be  esteemed  and  praised  in  all  things 
generally,  whatsoever  they  do,  but  considerately  and  with  advisement,  wherein 
they  deserve  praise,  so  that  the  only  prerogative  in  this  behalf  be  reserved  to 
God,  in  whose  praise  no  man  can  exceed,  how  fervent  soever  he  he  in  his 
praising,"  &c. 

And  hear  yet  more,  what  the  said  author  writeth  in  the  same 
cause  of  the  kings  wrath  and  Beckett  faults.2 

"  More  than  a  hundred  murders  are  said  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
clergy  under  King  Henry  II.,  in  punishing  of  whom  the  king  was  somewhat 

(1)  "  I.ftrras  has  in  Anclinm  ad  •utpcniionem  episcoporum  praemluaa  ipse  aequebatur,  lelo  jua- 
'ituc  fervidus  .  vemm  anplene  secundum  sclentU.ni  novit  Deu*.  Nostrsc  cnim  par v Hat i  nequaquam 
conrcditur,  de  tanti  rirl  acttbus  temsre  Judlrare.  Puto  cnim  quod  in  molli  adhuc  trnrraque 
regis  concordJa  ruinus  provide  egisaet,  et  ea  quae  line  fidei  Christiana?  periculo  tulcrarl  potuissrnt, 
ration?  tern  ports  et  compenaatione  pacts  dissimulanda  dixiaset,  juxta  111  ml  prophet  icum :  Prudent 
hi  tempore  illo  tact-bit,  quia  tempua  malum  eat.  Itaque  quod  •  eenerabili  pontine*  tunc  actum  est, 
nec  lauuandum  esse  judlco,  nee  vltuperare  pneaumo :  aed  dico,  ai  vol  modice  in  hujuamodi  a  sancto 
viro  per  sell,  immoderatiorem  itnpctum  esse  exceasum,  hoc  ipaum  eat  same,  que  conaecuta 
noscitur.  Ignc  paaslonis  excoctum.  Ita  quippe  sancti  viri  vel  amandi  vel  laudandi  sunt  a  nobis, 
qui  nos  Ulis  longc  itn pares  ease  cognoacimus,  ut  ea,  in  quibus  homines  lucrum,  vel  ftiisae  noactuv 
tur,  nequaquam  vel  aiuemus  vel  laudemu* :  aed  ea  tantum,  in  quibus  cos  sine  scrupulo  imltari 
tlcticmns.  Quis  enim  cos  dicat  In  omnibus,  quae  ab  ipais  riant,  ease  lmltabilea  f  Non  igitur  in 
uuuiibua,  qusc  faclunt,  aed  lapienter  et  caute  debent  laudari,  ut  sua  Deo  pnerogativa  servetnr.  In 
cujus  utique  laudibui  nemo  potest  esse  niraiua,  q uan t umcunque  laudare  com  tur,  tic 

(2)  "  Pluaquatn  centum  homicidla  •  clertcia  commissi  sub  Henrico  secundo  dicuntur.  In  quibus 
p'.ectciidis  rex  aliquanto  vehement  ior  Sed  hujus  Immoderationis  regiae  noatri  temporis  episcopo* 
tantum  respiclt  culpa,  quantum  ab  eia  process!  t  et  causa.  Cum  enim  aacri  pnecipluut  can  ones, 
ciencosnon  solum  facinorosos,  et  graviortbua  irrctiloecritnlnibus,  verum  ctiam  leviorum  crinnnum 
reo»  dcgr.vdart  et  tot  millia  talium.  tauquam  innumcraa  inter  paucagrana  paJeas  eerie s la  Anglicans 
enntineat,  lamrn  quam  paucos  a  multU  retro  aimi*  elcrieos  in  Anglia  contigit  officio  privari. 
Ncinpe  euiscopl  dum  dcremlcndla  magis  clericorum  libertalibua  vel  digniiatibua,  quam  eorum 
vitiis  <  orrlgvndis  resecandisquc  Invlgilant,  arbltrantur  obsequium  ae  pnestare  Deo  et  eceieaue,  al 
fnrinnriMos  clericcw,  quos  pro  officii  deblto  canonical  vigore  censune  coereere  debeant,  contra 
pubUcam  tueantur  dWHplinam.  Unde  clerici,  qui  in  aottem  Domini  vocatl,  tanquam  stellar  in 
llnnamenlo  nrli  positn*.  vita  et  verbo  lurcre  deberent  super  terram.  habentes  pro  Impunitate 
a^endi  cjuodcunquc  libuerit,  liceutlam  et  libertatrm,  noque  Deum,  cujus  judicium  tardare  vidrtur, 
urque  homines  potest  stem  hahentea  reverentur,  cum  et  episcopal!*  circa  eea  sojicitudo  ait  languid*. 
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too  vehement.  But  the  fault,"  saith  he,  "  of  this  immoderate  dealing  of  the  king  Btm$  It. 

resteth  mimt  in  the  bishops  of  our  time,   forasmuch  as  the  cause  thereof  — — 

Kroceedeth  of  them.  For  where  it  is  decreed  and  commanded  by  the  canon  ^ 
iw,  concerning  the  spiritual  men  of  the  clergy,  that  not  only  such  as  be  H70» 
notorious,  but  such  as  be  spotted  with  lighter  crimes,  should  be  degraded, 
whereof  we  have  so  many  thousands,  and  whole  swarms  of  such  now  in 
England,  as  innumerable  chaff  among  the  little  good  grain ;  yet  how  few  do  we 
see,  these  many  years  in  England,  deprived  of  their  office?  For  why?  The 
bishops,  while  they  labour  more  to  maintain  the  liberties  and  dignities  of 
churchmen,  than  to  correct  their  vices,  think  they  do  God  and  the  church  great 
service  if  they  rescue  and  defend  the  enormities  of  the  churchmen  against 
public  discipline,  whom  they  ought  rather  to  punish  by  the  virtue  of  the 
censure  ecclesiastical.  Whereupon  the  churchmen,  such  as  be  sorted  pecu- 
liarly to  the  Lord,  and  who  ought  like  stars  to  shine  in  the  earth  by  word  and 
example,  taking  license  and  liberty  to  do  what  they  lust,  neither  reverence 
God,  whose  judgment  seemeth  to  tarry,  nor  men  set  in  authority;  when  both 
the  bishops  are  slack  in  their  charge  doing,  and  also  the  prerogative  of  their 
order  exempteth  them  from  the  secular  jurisdiction,"  &c. 

And  thus  much  out  of  Neuburgensis. 

To  this  matter  also  pertain  the  words  of  Caesarius,  the  monk,  in  whether 
his  eighth  book  of  Dialogues,  and  sixty-ninth  chapter,  about  the  B^'ke"be 
eight  and  fortieth  year  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Becket,  a.  d.  1220.  MVtd  or 
His  words,  in  sum,  come  to  this  effect :' — 

"  There  was  a  question  moved  among  the  masters  of  Paris,  whether  Thomas 
Becket  were  saved  or  damned  ?  To  this  question  answereth  Roger,  a  Norman, 
that  he  was  worthy  death  and  damnation,  for  that  he  was  so  obstinate  against 
God's  minister,  his  king. — Contrary,  Peter  Cantor,  a  Parisian,  disputed,  saying 
and  affirming,  that  his  miracles  were  great  signs  and  tokens  of  salvation,  and  also 
of  great  holiness  in  that  man ;  affirming,  moreover,  that  the  cause  of  the  church 
did  allow  and  confirm  his  martyrdom,  for  the  which  church  he  died." 

And  thus  have  ye  the  judgment  and  censure  of  the  school  of 
Paris  touching  this  question,  for  the  sainting  of  Thomas  Becket ;  in 
which  judgment,  forasmuch  as  the  greatest  argument  resteth  in  the 
miracles  wrought  by  him  after  his  death,  let  us  therefore  pause  a  little 
upon  the  same,  to  try  and  examine  these  miracles.  In  the  trial  of 
them  we  shall  find  one  of  these  two  things  to  be  true  ;  either  that  if 
they  were  true,  they  were  not  wrought  by  God,  but  by  a  contrary 
spirit,  of  whom  Christ  our  Lord  giveth  us  warning  in  his  gospel, 
saying,  "  Whose  coming  shall  be  with  lying  signs  and  wonders,  to 
deceive,  if  it  were  possible,  the  elect,"  (Matt,  xxiv.)  or  else  we  shall 
find  that  no  such  were  ever  wrought  at  all,  but  were  feigned  and 
forged  of  idle  monks  and  religious  bellies,  for  the  exaltation  of  their 
churches,  and  the  profit  of  their  pouches;  which  thing  indeed 
seemeth  rather  to  be  true,  and  no  less  may  appear  by  the  miracles 
themselves,  set  forth  by  one  of  his  own  monks,  and  of  his  own  time;2 
who,  in  five  solemn  books,  hath  comprehended  all  the  revelations, 
virtues,  and  miracles  of  this  archbishop;  the  which  books  (as  yet 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  William  Stephenson,  citizen  of  London)  I 
have  seen  and  perused  ;  wherein  is  contained  the  whole  sum  of  all  his 

<  )>  "  Qujrttio  Paritlis  inter  m&gutroa  vcntilata  fait,  utrum  damnatut  sn  talvatut  e*«et  {lie 
Toomaa.  Dlxerat  Rogeriu*  tunc  Norm  an  un,  fuiue  ilium  morte  ac  damnation?  dlgrtum,  qtiod  con- 
tuni.ix  euct  in  Dei  minutrum  regem.  Protulit  contra  Petrui  Cantor  PariaientU,  quod  »igna 
aaJi-ationU  et  maim*  nanctitatia eatcnt  ejua  miracula:  etquod  martyrium  pntaMtt  ecclciia*  cauaa, 
pro  qua  mortem  ■uWerat."   If  God  in thcae  latter-day. jriveth  no  miracle,  to  glorify  hu  own  Son  i 


mdeh  In*  will  he  g\re  miraclei  to  glorify 
(2)  Liber  de  Mlraculi*  Beati  Thomas, 
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ntnryii.  miracles,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  seventy,  being  so  far  off 
A d.  from  all  truth  and  reason,  some  ridiculous,  some  monstrous,  vain, 
1170.  absurd,  some  also  blasphemous,  and  some  so  impudent,  that  not 
Miracles  only  they  deserve  no  credit,  as  altogether  savouring  of  mere  forgery, 
but  a'soi  ror  very  snamei  W»U  abash  an  honest  pen  to  write  of  them. 
<ier«d.     First,  if  miracles  serve  for  necessity  and  for  infidels,  wliat  cause  or 
necessity  was  there,  in  a  christian  realm  having  the  word  of  God,  for 
God  to  work  such  miracles  after  his  death,  who  never  wrought  any  in 
all  his  life?    Then,  to  consider  the  end  of  these  miracles :  whither 
do  they  tend,  but  only  to  bring  men  to  Canterbury,  with  their  vows 
and  offerings  to  enrich  the  covent  ? 

Besides  the  number  of  these  miracles — which  are  said  to  be  so 
many,  that  they  lose  their  own  credit — what  disease  is  there  belonging 
to  man  or  woman  in  the  curing  whereof  some  miracle  hath  not  been 
wrought  by  this  Bavixarovpyoq,  as  fevers,  fistula,  the  gout,  toothache, 
palsy,  consumption,  falling-sickness,  leprosy,  head-ache,  broken  arms, 
maimed  legs,  swelled  throats,  the  raising  up  of  the  dead  who  have 
been  two  days  departed ;  with  infinite  others.  And,  as  all  these 
have  been  healed,  for  the  most  part,  by  one  kind  of  salve,  as  a 
Aqua  certain  panacea,  namely,  with  only  the  water  of  Canterbury,  like  as 
u*ri"  a  cunning  smith,  who  would  open  with  one  key  all  manner  of  locks; 


so  again,  in  reading  of  the  story  of  these  miracles,  ye  shall  find  the 
matter  so  conveyed  that  the  power  of  this  dead  saint  was  never 
twice  showed  on  any  one  disease,  but  that  every  diverse  disease  had 
a  diverse  miracle. 

To  recite  in  order  all  these  prodigious  revelations  and  fantastical 
miracles,  falsely  imagined  and  ascribed  to  this  archbishop,  were 
nothing  else  but  to  write  a  legend  of  lies,  and  to  occupy  the  people 
with  trifles:  which  because  it  pertaineth  rather  to  the  idle  pos- 
session of  such  dreaming  monks  and  cloisterers,  as  have  nothing  else  to 
maintain  that  religion  withal,  I  will  not  take  their  profession  out  of 
their  hands.    Wherefore,  to  omit  all  such  vain  and  lying  apparitions 
and  miracles,  as  how  this  angry  saint,  three  days  after  his  death, 
appeared  by  vision  at  the  altar  in  his  pontificalibus,  commanding  the 
choir  not  to  sing,  but  to  say  this  office  of  his  mass,  "  Exurge,  quare 
tniu»  for-  obdormis  Domine,"  &c,  which  vision  the  author  himself  of  the  book 
Thorn*]*  doth       ne  did  see-    To  omit  also  the  blasphemous  lie,  how  in 
another  vision  the  said  archbishop  should  say,  that  his  blood  did  cry 
deaih.    out  of  the  earth  to  God,  more  tnan  the  blood  of  just  Abel.  Item, 
in  another  vision  it  was  showed  to  a  monk  of  Lewes,  how  St.  Thomas 
lie.       had  his  place  in  heaven  appointed  with  the  apostles,  above  Stephen, 
fb^e 1    Laurence,  Vincent,  and  all  other  martyrs ;  whereof  this  cause  is 
the  mwr-  rendered,  for  that  St.  Stephen,  Laurence,  and  such  others,  suffered 
h«ven.  only  for  their  own  cause  ;  but  this  Thomas  suffered  for  the  universal 
a  place   church.    Item,  how  it  was  showed  to  a  certain  young  man,  Ormus 
EZwnL  by  name,  twelve  years  before  the  death  of  this  Becket,  that  among 
tw"veket  *"ne  apostles  and  martyrs  in  heaven  there  was  a  vacant  place  left  for 
ye»«     a  certain  priest,  as  he  said,  of  England,  who  was  credibly  supposed 
Sea<th.hi,  to  be  this  Thomas  Becket.    Item,  how  a  certain  knight's  son,  being 
two  days  dead,  was  revived  again  as  soon  as  he  had  the  water  of 
Canterbury  put  into  his  mouth,  and  had  by  his  parents  four  pieces  of 
silver  bended,  to  be  offered  in  Canterbury  in  the  child's  behalf.  All 
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these,  I  say,  with  such  others  omitted,  the  number  whereof  cometh  ttenrfii. 
to  an  infinite  variety,  only  this  one  story,  or  another  that  followetb,  A  q 
shall  suffice  to  express  the  vanity  and  impudent  forgery  of  all  the  1170. 
rest.  ■ 

In  the  fourth  book  of  this  fabulous  author,  and  in  the  third  An  tm- 
chapter,  a  miracle  is  there  contained  of  a  certain  countryman  of  l^xt 
Bedfordshire,  in  King's  Weston,  whose  name  was  Eilward,  which  J^"£,e 
Eilward,  in  his  drunkenness,  bursting  into  another  man's  house  who 
was  his  debtor,  took  out  of  his  house  a  great  whetstone  and  a  pair  of 
hcdging-gloves.    The  other  party,  seeing  this  value  not  sufficient  for 
his  condemnation,  by  the  counsel  of  the  town  clerk,  entered  an  action 
of  felony  against  him  for  other  things  besides,  as  for  stealing  his 
wimble,  his  axe,  his  net,  and  his  clothes.1     Whereupon  Eilward, 
being  had  to  the  gaol  of  Bedford,  and  afterward  condemned  for  the 
same,  was  judged  to  have  both  his  eyes  put  out,  and  otherwise  to  be 
disgracefully  mutilated.    This  punishment,  by  the  malice  of  his 
adversary,  being  executed  upon  him,  he,  lying  in  great  danger  of 
death  by  bleeding,  was  counselled  to  make  his  prayer  to  this  Thomas 
of  Canterbury.   Which  done,  (saith  the  miracle,)  there  appeared  one  a  bi«»- 
to  him  by  night,  in  white  apparel,  bidding  him  to  watch  and  prav,  JUST" 
and  put  his  trust  in  God  and  our  Lady,  and  holy  St.  Thomas.  In 
conclusion,  the  miracle  thus  fell  out :  the  next  day  at  evening,  the 
man  rubbing  his  eye-lids,  began  to  feel  his  eyes  to  be  restored  again ; 
first,  in  a  little ;  after,  in  a  greater  measure ;  so  that  one  was  of  a 
grey  colour,  the  other  was  black :  and  here  was  one  miracle  rung. 
After  this  followed  another  miracle  also  upon  the  same  person  ;  for, 
going  but  the  space  of  four  miles,  when  his  eyes  were  restored,  he 
chanced  in  like  manner  to  rub  the  parts  where  he  had  been  muti-  a  faite 
latcd,  which  immediately  on  the  same  (to  use  the  words  of  my  J£d«!t' 
story)  were  to  him  by  degrees  restored,  and  this  he  permitted  >nir»^«- 
every  one  to  ascertain,  and  shamed  not  to  deny  ;  insomuch  that  he,  + 
first  coming  up  to  St.  Thomas,  at  London,  was  received  with  joy 
of  the  bishop  of  Durham ;  who,  then  sending  to  the  burghers  of 
Bedford  for  the  truth  of  the  matter,  received  from  them  again 
letters  testimonial,  wherein  the  citizens  there  (saith  this  fabulous 
festival)  confirmed,  first  to  the  bishop,  then  to  the  covent  of  Canter- 
bury, the  relation  of  this  to  be  as  hath  been  told.    This  one  miracle, 
gentle  reader !  so  shameless  and  impudent,  I  thought  here  to  express, 
that  by  this  one  thou  mightest  judge  of  all  the  residue  of  his  miracles; 
and  by  the  residue  thereof  mightest  judge,  moreover,  of  the  filthy 
wickedness  of  all  these  lying  monks  and  cloisterers,  who  count  it  a 
light  sport  so  impudently  to  deceive  the  simple  souls  of  Christ's 
church  with  trifling  lies  and  dreaming  fables.    Wherefore,  as  I  said, 
if  the  holy  sainting  of  Thomas  Bccket  standeth  upon  no  other  thing 
but  upon  liia  miracles,  what  credit  is  to  be  given  thereto  ?  and  upon 
what  a  weak  ground  his  shrine  so  long  hath  stood,  by  this  may 
easily  be  seen.    Furthermore,  another  fable  as  notable  as  this,  and 
no  less  worthy  of  the  whetstone,  we  read  in  the  story  of  Gervasius ; 
namely,  that  Thomas  Becket  appearing  to  a  certain  priest,  named 
Thomas,  declared  to  him,  that  he  had  so  brought  to  pass,  that  all  the 
names  of  the  monks  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  with  the  names  of 

(I)  Ex  HiitorU  Man  acid  Cant  de  Mliaculii  Becxrtl  Thorn*. 
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jumryii.  the  priests  and  clerks,  ami  with  the  families  belonging  to  that  city 
A.  ix  and  church  of  Canterbury,  were  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.1 
1170.  But  whatsoever  is  to  be  thought  of  his  miracles,  or  howsoever  the 
testimony  of  the  school  of  Paris,  or  of  these  ancient  times,  went  with 
him  or  against  him  ;  certain  it  is,  that  this  anthem  or  collect,  lately 
collected  and  primered  in  his  praise,  is  blasphemous,  and  dcrogateth 
from  the  praise  of  Him,  to  whom  only  all  praise  and  honour  arc  due, 
where  it  is  said  : a 

"  For  the  blood  of  Thomas, 

Which  he  for  thee  did  spend, 
Grant  us,  Christ,  to  climb 
Where  Thomas  did  ascend  :  " 

wherein  is  a  double  lie  contained  ;  first,  that  he  died  for  Christ ; 
secondly,  that  if  he  liad  so  done,  yet  that  his  blood  could  purchase 
heaven  ;  which  thing  neither  Paul  nor  any  of  the  apostles  durst  ever 
challenge  to  themselves,  for  if  any  man's  blood  could  bring  us  to 
heaven,  then  the  blood  of  Christ  was  shed  in  vain. 

And  thus  much  touching  the  testimony  or  censure  of  certain 
ancient  times  concerning  the  cause  of  Thomas  Becket,  in  the  expli- 
cation of  whose  history  I  have  now  stood  the  longer  (exceeding 
peradventure  in  over-much  prolixity),  to  the  intent  that  his  cause 
being  fully  opened  to  the  world,  and  duly  weighed  on  every  part, 
men's  minds  thereby,  long  deceived  by  ignorance,  might  come  unto 
the  more  perfect  certainty  of  the  truth  thereof,  and  thereby  judge 
more  surely  what  is  to  be  received,  and  what  to  be  refused.  W  here, 
by  the  way,  is  to  be  noted  out  of  the  testimony  of  Rob.  Crickc- 
ladensis,  that  which  in  him  I  find ;  namely,  that  the  peers  and  nobles 
of  this  land,  near  about  the  king,  gave  out  in  straight  charge,  upon 
pain  of  death,  and  confiscating  of  all  their  goods,  that  no  man  should 
be  so  hardy  as  to  name  Thomas  Becket  to  be  a  martyr,  or  to  preach 
of  his  miracles. 

After  the  death  of  Thomas  Becket,  the  king  fearing  the  pope's 
wrath  and  curse  to  be  laid  upon  him  (whercunto  Louis,  the  French 
The  king  King>  also  helped  what  he  could  to  set  the  matter  forward),  sent  to 
to  Rome.  R°mc  the  archbishop  of  Rothomage,  with  certain  other  bishops  and 
archdeacons,  unto  the  pope  with  his  excuse,  which  the  pope  would  in 
no  wise  hear.  And  afterwards,  other  messengers  being  sent,  whom 
some  of  the  cardinals  received,  it  was  showed  to  them  that  on  Good 
Friday,  (being  then  near  at  hand,)  the  pope  of  custom  was  used  to 
assoil,  or  to  curse,  and  that  it  was  noised,  how  the  king  of  England 
with  his  bishops  should  be  cursed,  and  his  land  interdicted,  and  that 
they  should  be  put  in  prison.'  After  this,  certain  of  the  cardinals 
showed  the  pope,  that  the  messengers  had  power  to  swear  to  the 
pope,  that  the  king  should  obey  his  punishment  and  penance,  which 
was  taken  both  of  the  king  and  the  archbishop  of  York  ;  so  tliat  in 
the  same  day  the  pope  cursed  the  deed-doers,  with  such  as  were  of 
their  consent,  who  cither  aided  or  harboured  them.  Concerning 
these  deed-doers,  it  is  touched  briefly  before,  how  they,  lying  in 

S)  Ex  Gervas.  fol.  6. 
)    "  Tu  per  Thorn*  languinem,  quern  pro  te  Impend  it, 
Fac  no»  Chrinte  *candere,  quo  Thomas  aarendit.* 
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Gainsborough,  fled  into  Yorkshire ;  who,  after  having  in  penance  to  go  R*«riU. 

in  their  linen  clothes  barefoot  (in  fasting  and  prayer)  to  Jerusalem,  by  ^  p. 

reason  of  this  hard  penance  are  said  to  have  died  a  few  years  after.  1172. 

The  king's  ambassadors  lying,  as  is  said,  in  Rome,  could  find  no  Thep*- 
grace  nor  favour  for  a  long"  time  at  the  pope's  hands.    At  length,  J^"/ 
with  much  ado,  it  was  agreed  that  two  cardinals  should  be  sent  down  knighu. 
to  inquire  out  the  matter  concerning  those  who  were  consenting  to 
Becket's  death.    The  king,  perceiving  what  was  preparing  at  Rome, 
neither  being  yet  certain  whereto  the  intent  of  the  pope  and  coming 
down  of  the  cardinals  would  tend,  in  the  mean  time  addressed 
himself  with  a  great  power  to  enter  into  Ireland,  giving  in  charge  and 
commandment,  as  Hoveden  writeth,  that  no  bringcr  of  any  brief  or 
letter  should  come  over  into  England,  or  pass  out  of  the  realm  (of 
what  degree  or  condition  soever  he  were),  without  special  license 
and  assurance  that  he  would  bring  nothing  that  should  be  prejudicial 
to  the  realm. 

This  order  being  set  and  ordained,  the  king,  with  four  hundred  ireUnd 
great  ships,  taketh  his  journey  to  Ireland,  where  he  subdued  in  short  Surd'to^ 
time  the  whole  land  unto  him,  which  at  that  time  was  governed  under  En*1»nd- 
divers  kings  to  the  number  of  five,  of  whom  four  submitted  them- 
selves unto  the  said  King  Henry  ;  the  fifth,  who  was  the  king  of 
Tonacta,  denied  to  be  subdued,  keeping  himself  in  woods  and 
marshes. 

In  the  mean  season,  while  the  king  was  thus  occupied  in  Ireland, 
the  two  cardinals  who  were  sent  from  the  pope,  namely,  Theodine 
and  Albert,  were  come  to  Normandy.  Unto  them  the  king  the 
next  year  following  resorted  about  the  month  of  October,  a.d.  1172.  A.D.1171. 
But  before  this  (during  the  time  of  the  king's  being  in  Ireland),  the 
bishop  of  London,  and  Joscline,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  had  sent  to 
Rome,  and  procured  their  absolution  from  the  pope.  The  king 
returning  out  of  Ireland,  by  Wales,  into  England,  and  from  thence 
to  Normandy,  there  made  his  purgation  before  the  pope's  legates,  as 
touching  the'  death  of  the  aforesaid  Becket ;  to  the  which  he  sware 
he  was  neither  aiding  nor  consenting,  but  only  that  he  spake  rigorous 
words  against  him,  for  that  his  knights  would  not  avenge  him  against 
the  said  Thomas ;  for  the  which  cause  this  penance  was  enjoined  him 
under  his  oath : 

First,  That  he  should  send  so  much  into  the  Holy  Land  as  would  The 
find  two  hundred  knights  or  soldiers  for  the  defence  of  that  land.  yenance 

Item,  That  from  Christmas-day  next  following,  he  should  Bet  J,0/,,1,^ 
forth  in  his  own  person  to  fight  for  the  Holy  Land,  the  space  of  Becket. 
three  years  together,  unless  he  should  be  otherwise  dispensed  withal 
by  the  pope. 

Item,  That  if  he  would  make  his  journey  into  Spain  (as  his 
present  necessity  did  require),  there  he  should  fight  against  the 
Saracens,  and  as  long  as  he  should  there  abide,  so  long  space  might 
he  take  in  prolonging  his  journey  toward  Jerusalem. 

Item.  That  he  should  not  hinder,  nor  cause  to  be  hindered,  any 
appellations  made  to  the  pope  of  Rome. 

Item,  That  neither  he  nor  his  son  should  depart  or  dissever  from 
Pope  Alexander,  or  from  his  catholic  successors,  so  long  as  they 
should  account  him  or  his  son  for  kings  catholic. 
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Btmrfn.     Item,  That  the  goods  and  possessions  taken  from  the  church  of 
A..D.  Canterbury  should  be  restored  again,  fully  and  amply,  as  they  stood 
1174.  the  year  before  Thomas  Bccket  departed  the  realm;  and  that  free 
liberty  should  be  granted,  to  all  such  as  were  outlawed  for  Becket's 
cause,  to  return  again. 

Item,  That  the  aforesaid  customs  and  decrees,  by  him  established 
against  the  church,  should  be  extinct  and  repealed,  (such  only  excepted 
as  concerned  his  own  person,  &c.)  besides  other  secret  fastings  and 
alms  enjoined  him. 

All  these  former  conditions  the  king  with  his  son  did  both  agree 
unto,  debasing  himself  in  such  sort  of  submission  before  the  two 
cardinals,  by  the  occasion  whereof  the  cardinals  took  no  little  glory, 
using  this  verse  of  the  Psalm : — "  Which  looketh  upon  the  earth, 
and  maketh  it  to  tremble ;  which  touchcth  the  hills,  and  they  smoke." 1 
Moreover,  it  is  mentioned  in  histories  of  the  said  king,  that  a  little 
after  William,  king  of  Scots,  with  his  army,  had  made  a  road  into 
the  realm,  he,  returning  out  of  Normandy  into  England,  came  first  to 
J[J*  n  Canterbury;  who,  by  the  way,  as  soon  as  he  came  to  the  sight  of 
Kocth  on  Becket's  church,  lighting  off  his  horse,  and  putting  off  his  shoes, 
a^fwuh  went  barefoot  to  his  tomb,  whose  steps  were  found  bloody  through 
«5jf rougnne8S  of  the  stones.    And  not  only  that,  but  also  he 
received  further  penance;  by  every  monk  of  the  cloister,  certain 
tamo!  *  discipline  of  a  rod.    By  which  so  great  dejection  of  the  king  (if  it 
were  true),  thou  mayest  see  the  blind  and  lamentable  superstition  and 
ignorance  of  those  days.2    If  it  were  pretensed  (as  might  so  be  in 
time  of  war,  to  get  the  hearts  of  the  people),  yet  mayest  thou,  learned 
reader,  see  what  slavery  kings  and  princes  were  brought  into  at  that 
a.d.1174.  time  under  the  pope's  clergy.    The  same  year  (as  Hoveden  writeth), 
which  was  a.d.  1174,  the  whole  city  of  Canterbury  was  almost  all 
•rc»n-tr  consumed  with  fire,  and  the  said  minster-church  clean  burnt. 
Jjjjy      The  next  year  ensuing,  which  was  a.d.  1175,  a  convocation  of 
con-      bishops  was  holdcn  at  Westminster,  by  Richard,  archbishop  of 
witTnre.  Canterbury.    In  that  conventicle  all  the  bishops  and  abbots  of  the 
£tui»-  province  of  Canterbury  and  of  York  being  present,  determined,  as  had 
oeen  done  a  little  before  in  the  days  of  King  Henry  I.  a.d.  1113, 


between  about  the  ol>cdience  that  York  should  do  to  Canterbury ;  that  is 

the  lee 


or  canter-  whether  the  archbishop  of  York  might  bear  his  cross  in  the  diocese 
tt"er>.eend  °f  Canterbury  or  not  ?  whereof  something  was  touched  before  in  the 
The  ?au«  former  process  of  this  history.  Also  about  the  bishopric  of  Lincoln, 
gfMhtt  of  Chichester,  of  Worcester,  and  of  Hereford,  whether  these  churches 
mer  to  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  see  of  York  or  not  ?  &c.  Upon 
•hop  of  tncse  and  other  like  matters  rose  such  controversy  between  these  two 
o°™«>-  sees,  that  the  one  appealed  the  other  to  the  presence  of  the  bishop 
of  Rome. 

In  these  and  such  like  causes,  how  much  better  had  it  been  if  the 
supremacy  had  remained  more  near  in  the  king's  hands  at  home, 
whereby  not  only  much  labour  and  travail  had  been  saved,  but  also 
the  great  and  wasteful  expenses  bestowed  at  Rome  might,  with  much 
more  fnut  and  thank,  have  been  converted  to  their  cures  and  flocks 
committed  unto  them,  and  also,  perchance,  their  cause,  not  less  indif- 
ferently heard,  at  least  more  speedily  might  have  been  decided.  But 

(1)  Ex  QuadriJogo.  (!)  Ex  Rogrro  Howdeno,  Quadrilogo,  et  allU. 
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to  the  purpose  again.    In  this  controversy  divers  of  the  archbishop 
of  York's  clergy,  such  as  were  of  Gloucester,  belonging  to  the  church  ^  p 
of  St.  Oswald,  were  excommunicated  by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  1 1 75. 
because  they,  being  summoned,  refused  to  appear  before  him,  &c.  ^ 
At  length  the  same  year,  which  was  a.d.  1175,  there  was  a  cardinal  JJ'J.- 
sent  down  from  Rome  by  the  king's  procurement,  who  studied  to  waid  in 
settle  a  peace  between  the  two  archbishops.    Whereupon,  this  way  crater  ex- 
of  agreement  was  taken,  by  means  of  the  king,  at  Winchester,  that,  JJgJjJJ 
as  touching  the  church  of  St.  Oswald,  at  Gloucester,  the  archbishop  of  A«m- 
Cantcrbury  should  cease  his  claim  thereon,  molesting  the  see  of  Y  ork 
no  more  therein ;  also,  that  he  should  absolve  again  the  clerks  thereof,  j*£h^"f 
whom  he  had  excommunicated  before.    And,  as  concerning  the  canter- 
bearing  of  the  cross  and  all  other  matters,  it  was  referred  to  the  y0?kand 
archbishop  of  Rothomage,  and  to  other  bishops  in  France,  so  that 
for  five  years  a  league  or  truce  was  taken  betwixt  them,  till  they 
should  have  a  full  determination  of  their  cause. 

The  next  year  following,  the  aforesaid  King  Henry  II.,  dividing  a.d.w«, 
the  realm  of  England  into  six  parts,  ordained  upon  every  part  three  „" L^e 
justices  of  assize.    The  circuit  or  limitation  of  these  justices  was  JJJJjJ 
thus  disposed.    The  first  upon  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridgeshire,  circuit*. 
Huntingdonshire,  Bedfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Essex,  Hertford- 
shire.   Two  upon  Lincolnshire,  Nottinghamshire,  Derbyshire,  Stam- 
fordshire,  Warwickshire,  Northamptonshire,  Leicestershire.  Three 
upon  Kent,  Surrey,  Southamptonshire,  Sussex,  Berkshire,  Oxford- 
shire.   Four  upon  Herefordshire,  Gloucestershire,  Worcestershire, 
Salopshire.    Five  upon  Wiltshire,  Dorsetshire,  Somersetshire,  Devon- 
shire, Cornwall.    Six  upon  Everikeshire,  Richmondshirc,  Lancaster, 
Copland,  Westmoreland,  Northumberland,  Cumberland. 

In  the  same  year  Richard,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  made  three 
archdeacons  in  his  diocese,  whereas  before  there  was  but  one.1 
About  this  time  also  it  was  granted  by  the  king  to  the  pope's  legate, 
that  a  clerk  should  not  be  called  before  a  temporal  judge,  except 
for  offence  in  the  forest,  or  for  his  lay  fee  that  he  noldeth. 

Item,  that  no  archbishopric,  bishopric,  or  abbey,  should  remain  in 
the  king's  hands  over  one  year  without  great  cause.    It  chanced  the  AMt» 
same  year  that  this  was  done,  that  there  was  at  Canterbury  one  tention 
elected  to  be  abbot  in  the  house  of  St.  Austin,  named  Albert,  who  Jf^S, 
made  great  labour  and  suit  unto  the  archbishop  that  he  would  come  JJjtef, 
to  his  church,  and  there  consecrate  him  abbot  of  St.  Austin  ;a  to  whom  abbot  of 
the  archbishop  sent  word  again,  that  he  was  not  bound  to  come  to  EuiyT 
him,  but  rather  that  the  other  should  repair  to  the  metropolitan 
church  of  Canterbury,  there  to  receive  his  consecration.  Whereupon, 
controversy  arising  between  them,  the  aforesaid  newly  elect  appealed 
to  the  audience  of  the  pope,  and  so  laboured  up  himself  to  Rome ; 
where  he  so  handled  the  matter,  (by  what  means  I  cannot  tell,  unless 
with  his  golden  bottle,  wherewith  he  quenched  the  pope's  thirsty 
soul,  for  abbots  never  travel  lightly  without  fat  purees  to  Rome,)  that 
with  short  dispatch  he  procm-ed  letters  from  Alexander  the  pope,  to 
Roger,  bishop  of  Worcester ;  signifying  to  him,  that  he  had  given 

(I)  Ex  epitome  Matth.  Parl«.  H  aliarum  hUtortaium. 

,'21  Where  waa  here  the  precept  of  the  goapel.  "  He  that  will  be  greatest  among  you,  let  him  be 
an  uaderlma-  to 
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Hnryii.  jn  charge  and  commandment  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
A  D    behalf  of  his  dear  son  Albert,  that  he  should  consecrate  him  within 
1176.  his  own  monastery,  which  monastery  properly  and  solely,  without 
yjie  tenor  mediation,  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Rome ;  and  so  likewise 
*  th.«     should  do  to  his  successors  after  him,  without  any  exaction  of  obedi- 
ietter'to  ence  of  them.    Which  thing,  further  he  said,  if  the  archbishop  would 
Swor-op  refuse  to  do  within  the  term  appointed,  that  then  he  the  aforesaid 
bishop  of  Worcester  should,  by  the  authority  committed  unto  him, 
execute  the  same,  all  manner  of  appellation  or  other  decree,  what- 
soever should  come,  notwithstanding.    This  letter  being  obtained, 
the  abbot  that  would  be,  returncth  home,  supposing  with  himself  nil 
things  to  be  sure.    The  archbishop  understanding  the  case,  and 
seeing  himself  to  be  so  straitly  charged,  and  yet  loth  to  yield  and 
stoop  to  the  abbot,  took  to  him  policy  where  authority  would  not 
serve ;  and  both  to  save  himself,  and  yet  to  disappoint  the  abbot,  he 
watched  a  time  when  the  abbot  was  about  the  business  of  his  house, 
and  coming  the  same  time  to  the  monastery,  as  he  was  commanded 
to  do,  with  all  things  appointed  that  to  such  a  business  appertained, 
he  called  for  the  abbot,  pretending  no  leas  than  to  give  him  his 
consecration.    The  abbot,  being  called  for,  was  not  at  home ;  the 
archbishop,  feigning  himself  not  a  little  grieved  at  his  labour  and  good 
will  so  lost,  departed,  as  one  in  whom  no  ready  diligence  was  lacking, 
if  in  case  that  the  abbot  had  been  at  home.    Whereupon  the  abbot 
being  thus  disappointed,  was  fain  to  fill  his  silver  flagons  afresh,  and 
make  a  new  course  to  Rome  to  his  father,  the  pope,  from  whom  he 
received  his  consecration,  and  so  came  home  again,  with  as  much  wit 
as  he  went  forth,  but  not  with  so  much  money,  peradventure,  as  he 
went  withal. 

We  have  declared  a  little  before,  touching  the  acts  and  doings  of 
this  Pope  Alexander  III.,  how  he  had  brought  the  emperors  head 
under  his  foot  in  St.  Mark's  church  at  Venice,  at  which  time  and 
place  peace  was  concluded,  and  a  composition  made  between  the  pope 
and  the  said  Frederic  the  emperor ;  which  pacification  Roger 
▲.aim.  Hoveden  and  Walter  Gisburn  refer  to  this  time,  a.d.  1177,  bringing 
in  two  several  letters  sent  from  the  said  Pope,  to  Richard,  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  to  Roger,  archbishop  of  York,  and  Hugh,  bishop  of 
Durham.  Out  of  the  said  letters,  so  much  as  scrveth  our  purpose, 
1  have  taken  and  here  inserted. 

The  Letter  of  Pope  Alexander,  sent  to  Roger,  archbishop  of  York, 
and  to  the  bishop  of  Durham.1 

"  Alexander,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  his  reverend  brethren,  Roger, 
archbishop  of  York,  and  Hugh,  bishop  of  Durham,  greeting  and  apostolical 
blessing.  The  obsequy  and  service  of  your  kind  devotion,  which  hitherto  you 
are  known  to  have  given  both  devoutly  and  laudably  to  us  and  to  the  church, 
rcquireth  that  we  should  describe  to  you,  as  to  our  special  friends,  the  pro- 
sperous success  of  the  church,  and  let  you  know,  as  spiritual  children  of  the 
church,  what  hath  happened  to  the  same.  For  meet  it  iR,  convenient,  and  also 
honest,  that  you,  whom  we  have  had  so  firm  and  cure  in  our  devotion,  should 
now  be  cherished  and  made  joyous  in  the  prosperity  of  us,  and  of  the  church." 

(I)  The  Latin  of  the  two  extracts  here  translated  by  our  author  may  be  found  in  Ute  Edttlou 
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And  about  the  end  of  the  epistle  it  followeth  thus : —  Henry  ir. 

"The  next  day  following,  which  was  the  feast  of  St  James,  (the  said  emperor  A.  D. 
so  requesting),  we  came  to  the  aforesaid  church  of  St  Mark,  there  to  celebrate  1177. 
our  solemn  mass ;  where,  as  we  were  coining  in  the  way,  the  said  emperor  met  A  meek 
us  without  the  church,  and  placing  us  again  on  his  right  hand,  brought  us  so 
into  the  church.    After  the  mass  was  done,  placing  us  again  on  his  right  hand, 
he  brought  us  to  the  church  door.    And  moreover,  when  we  should  take  our  r 
palfrey,  he  held  our  stirrup,  exhibiting  to  us  such  honour  and  reverence,  as  his  The 
progenitors  were  wont  to  exhibit  to  our  predecessors.    Wherefore  these  shall  emperor 
be  to  incite  your  diligence  and  study  towards  us,  that  you  rejoice  with  us  and  (^pope'i 
the  church  in  these  our  prosperous  successes,  and  also  that  you  shall  open  the  ittrrup. 
same  effect  of  peace  to  other  devout  children  of  the  church ;  that  such  as  be 
touched  with  the  zeal  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  may  congratulate  and  rejoice 
also  in  the  Lord  for  the  great  working  of  peace  which  he  hath  given. — Given 
at  Venice,  in  the  deep  river,  the  26th  of  July." 

This  year  the  contention  revived  again,  spoken  of  a  little  before, 
between  the  two  archbishops  of  York  and  Canterbury,  the  occasion 
whereof  was  this ;  the  manner  and  practice  of  the  pope  is,  when  he 
beginneth  to  lack  money,  he  sendeth  some  limiting1  cardinal  abroad 
to  fetch  his  harvest  in.    So  there  came  this  year  into  England,  as 
lightly  few  years  were  without  them,  a  certain  cardinal  from  Rome, 
called  Hugo,  or,  as  Hoveden  nameth  him,  Hugezim,  who  would  needs 
keep  a  council  at  Westminster.    To  this  council  resorted  a  great 
confluence,  about  the  middle  of  Lent,  of  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
doctors,  and  such  others  of  the  clergy.    As  every  one  was  there 
placed  in  his  order,  and  after  his  degree,  first  cometh  the  archbishop 
of  York,  named  Roger,  who,  thinking  to  prevent  the  other  arch- 
bishop, came  something  sooner,  and  straightway  placed  himself  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  cardinal.    Richard,  the  archbishop  of  Canter-  contcn- 
bury,  following  shortly  after,  and  seeing  the  first  place  taken  up,  {^^,0 
refuseth  to  take  the  second,  complaining  of  the  archbishop  of  York,  ggj 
as  one  prejudicial  to  his  see.    So,  while  the  one  would  not  rise,  and  who05"' 
the  other  not  sit  down,  there  rose  no  small  contention  between  tu^th* 
the  two.    The  archbishop  of  Canterbury  claimed  the  upper  seat  by  Jj*^  of 
the  pre-eminence  of  his  church  ;  contrary,  the  archbishop  of  York 
alleged  for  him,  the  old  decree  of  Gregory,  whereof  mention  is  made 
before,  by  which  this  order  was  taken  between  the  two  metropolitans 
of  Canterbury  and  York,  that  whichever  of  them  two  should  be  first  in 
*  election,  he  should  have  the  pre-eminence  in  dignity  to  go  before  the 
other.    Thus  they,  contending  to  and  fro,  waxed  so  warm  in  words, 
that  at  last  they  turned  to  hot  blows.    How  strong  the  archbishop  of 
York  was  in  reason  and  argument,  I  cannot  tell,  but  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  was  stronger  at  the  arm's  end ;  whose  servants  being 
more  in  number,  like  valiant  men,  not  suffering  their  master  to  take 
such  a  foil,  so  prevailed  against  York  (sitting  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  cardinal),  that  they  plucked  him  down  from  the  hand  to  the  foot 
of  the  cardinal  upon  the  ground,  treading  and  trampling  upon  him 
with  their  feet,  that  marvel  it  was  he  escaped  with  life.    His  casule, 
chimer,  and  rochet,2  were  all  rent  and  torn  from  his  back.    Here  no 
would  take  place,  no  debating  would  serve,  no  praying  could 


(1)  Chaucer  utei  the  word  '  liinitour '  to  express  s  friar,  who  had  a  license  to  beg  within  certain 
limits.— Kb. 

(Ji  The  "cssale"  U  probably  the  under  garment,  the  "  ehimer "  i*  a  short  light  under  dreae 
worn  by  the  bishops;  and  the  " rochet"  is  the  lawn  stoves.— Ks. 

VOL.  II.  8 
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Henri, it.  be  heard,  such  clamour  and  tumult  were  there  in  the  house  among 

A  p    them,  much  like  to  the  tumult  which  Virgil  describeth : — 

1177.  "  Ac  veluti  in  magno  populo,  cum  aaepe  coorta  est 

  Seditio,  stcvitque  animis  ignobile  vulgus, 

Jamque  faces  et  saxa  volant,  furor  arma  ministrat"1 

Now,  as  the  first  part  of  this  description  doth  well  agree,  so  some 
peradventure  will  look  again,  that,  according  to  the  latter  part  also  of 
the  same,  my  lord  cardinal,  with  sageness  and  gravity  (after  the  man- 
ner of  the  old  Romans  standing  up),  should  have  ceased  and  allayed 
the  disturbance,  according  to  that  which  followeth  in  the  poet : — 

"  Turn  pietate  gravem  mentis  si  forte  virum  quern 
Conspexere,  silent,  arrectisque  auribus  astant : 
Die  regit  mentca  dictis,  et  pectora  mukef  '* 

But  what  did  the  noble  Roman  cardinal  ?  Like  a  pretty  man  of 
his  hands,  but  a  prettier  man  of  his  feet,  standing  up  in  the  midst, 
and  seeing  the  house  in  such  a  broil,  committed  himself  to  flight, 
and,  as  Hovcdcn  writeth,  "  abscondit  se  a  facie  illorum."  The  next 
day  the  archbishop  of  York  bringeth  to  the  cardinal  his  rochet,  to 
bear  witness  what  injury  and  violence  he  had  sustained ;  appealing 
and  citing  up  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  certain  of  his  men, 
to  the  bishop  of  Rome.  And  thus  the  holy  council,  the  same  day  it 
was  begun,  brake  up  and  was  dissolved. 

dominion     Under  the  reign  of  this  King  Henry  1*1.,  the  dominion  and  crown 
or  He"r?  of  England  extended  so  far  as  hath  not  been  seen  in  this  realm  before 
him.    Histories  record  that  he  possessed  under  his  rule  and  jurisdic- 
Sgjf1  tion,  first,  Scotland,  to  whom  William,  king  of  Scots,  with  all  the 
un<L      lords  temporal  and  spiritual,  did  homage  both  for  them  and  for  their 
successors  (the  seal  whereof  remaineth  in  the  king's  treasury) ;  as  also 
Ireland,  England,  Normandy,  Aquitaine,  Gaunt,  &c,  to  the  moun- 
tains of  Pyrenees,  which  be  in  the  uttermost  part  of  the  great  ocean 
in  the  British  Sea ;  being  also  protector  of  France,  to  whom  Philip 
the  French  king  yielded  both  himself  and  his  realm  wholly  to  hia 
"o?«t" "governance,  a.d.  1181.    Moreover,  he  was  offered  also  to  be  the 
or  Franc*,  king  of  Jerusalem,  by  the  patriarch  and  master  of  the  hospital  there; 
cjj^JJ.   who,  being  then  distressed  by  the  soldan,  brought  him  the  keys  of 
jeru«*-   their  city,  desiring  his  aid  against  the  infidels ;  which  offer  he  then 
refu^th  refused,  alleging  the  great  charge  which  he  had  at  home,  and  the 
u-        rebellion  of  his  sons,  which  might  happen  in  his  absence. 

And  here  the  old  histories  find  a  great  fault  with  the  king  for  his 
Aidnoi  ref^gai .  declaring  that  to  be  the  cause  of  God's  plagues,  which  after 
toour  ensue^  uP°n  him  by  his  children,  as  the  patriarch,  in  his  oration, 
mS*  being  offended  with  the  king,  prophesied  should  so  happen  to  him 
the  mm  f°r  tne  831110  cause ;  which  story,  if  it  be  true,  it  may  be  a  lesson  to 
godjy  8°?^  princes,  not  to  deny  their  necessary  help  to  their  distressed 
neighbours,  especially  the  cause  appertaining  unto  God.* 

(1)  Vlrg.  Mn.  I.  148. 


And  stones  and  brand*  in  rattling  vollie*  fly. 
And  all  the  rustic  armi  that  fury  can  supply.' 
(t)  "  If  then  wm  grave  and  ptout  man  appear, 

They  hash  their  noise  and  lend  a  listening  ear : 
He  soothe*  with  sober  words  their  angry  mo 
And  quenches  their  innate  desire  oft 
Ex  Giraldo  Cambrtensi. 
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The  wisdom,  discretion,  manhood,  and  riches  of  this  prince  were  n^n. 
so  spread  and  renowned  through  all  quarters,  that  messages  came  from  A  jj 
Emmanuel,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  Frederic,  emperor  of  Rome,  usi. 
and  William,  archbishop  of  Treves  in  Almain,  from  the  duke  of  ~ 
Saxony,  and  from  the  earl  of  Flanders,  and  also  from  the  French 
king  (upon  determination  of  great  questions  and  strifes),  to  ask 
counsel  and  determination  thereof  or  this  King  Henrv,  as  of  one 
most  wise,  and  schoolmaster  of  all  wisdom  and  justice,  to  have  solu- 
tion of  their  questions  and  doubts.    Moreover  Alphonsus,  king  of 
Castile,  and  Sancius,  king  of  Navarre,  being  in  strife  for  certain  Henry  11. 
castles  and  other  possessions,  submitted  them,  of  their  free  accord,  Lbit*" 
and  by  their  oath,  to  abide  the  award  of  this  King  Henry,  who  made 
award  and  pleased  them  both ;  whereby  it  is  to  be  presupposed,  that 
this  king,  to  whom  other  princes  did  so  resort,  as  to  their  arbiter  and 
deciser,  did  not  attend  either  to  any  sloth  or  vicious  living.  Where- 
fore it  may  seem  that  the  acts  of  this  prince  were  not  so  vicious  as 
some  monkish  writers  do  describe. 

Among  many  other  things  in  this  king  memorable,  this  one  is  to 
be  noted  (follow  it  who  can),  that  he  reigned  five  and  thirty  years, 
and  having  such  wars  with  his  enemies,  yet  never  upon  his  subjects 
put  any  tribute  or  tax,  nor  yet  upon  the  spiritualty,  hrst-fruits,  and 
appropriations  of  benefices.    It  is  likely  they  were  not  known,  or 
else  not  used.    And  yet  his  treasure  after  his  death,  weighed  by 
King  Richard,  his  son,  amounted  to  above  nine  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  besides  jewels,  precious  stones,  and  household  furniture.  Of  The  tw*. 
this  substance  eleven  thousand  pounds  came  to  him  by  the  death  of  $l£(rof 
Roger,  archbishop  of  York,  who  had  procured  a  bull  of  the  pope,  Hen|7 
that  if  any  priest  died  within  his  province  without  testament,  then  he  a  covet- 
should  have  all  his  goods.    And  shortly  after  the  archbishop  died,  bUho£ 
and  the  king  had  all  his  goods,  which  extended,  as  is  said,  to  eleven 
thousand  pounds,  besides  plate,  a.d.  1181. 

But  as  there  is  no  felicity  or  wealth  in  this  mortal  world  so  perfect, 
which  is  not  darkened  with  some  cloud  of  encumbrance  and  adversity ; 
so  it  happened  to  this  king,  that  among  his  other  princely  successors, 
this  incommodity  followed  him  withal,  that  his  sons  rebelled  and 
stood  in  armour  against  him,  taking  the  part  of  the  French  king 
against  their  father.  First,  at  the  coronation  of  Henry,  his  son, 
whom  the  father  joined  with  him  as  king,  he  being  both  father  and 
king,  notwithstanding,  took  upon  himself,  as  a  steward,  to  set  down 
the  first  dish  as  servant  to  his  son,  renouncing  the  name  of  a  king. 
At  what  time  the  aforesaid  archbishop  of  York,  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  young  king,  said,  "  Sir,  ve  have  great  cause  this  day  to 
joy,  for  there  is  no  prince  in  the  world  that  hath  such  an  officer  this 
day,"  &c.  And  the  young  king  disdaining  his  words,  said,  M  My  pride 
father  is  not  dishonoured  in  this  doing,  for  I  am  a  king  and  a  queen  s  Jfg* 
son,  and  so  is  not  he."  And  not  only  this,  but  afterwards  he  also 
persecuted  his  father ;  and  so,  in  his  youth,  when  he  had  reigned  but 
a  few  years,  died,  teaching  us  what  is  the  price  and  reward  of  breaking 
the  just  commandment  of  God. 

After  him  likewise  Richard  (who  was  called  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion) 
rebelled  against  his  father;  and  also  John,  his  youngest  son,  did  not 
much  degenerate  from  the  steps  of  his  brethren ;  insomuch  that  this 
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Ht™*u-  aforesaid  RicTiard,  like  an  unkind  child,  persecuting  and  taking  part 
A.D.  against  his  father,  brought  him  to  such  distress  of  body  and  mind, 
*189,  that  for  thought  of  heart  he  fell  into  an  ague,  and  within  four  days 
departed,  a.d.  1189,  after  he  had  reigned  five  and  thirty  years; 
ii.  whose  corpse,  as  it  was  carried  to  be  buried  (Richard  his  son  coming 
£5 ™rbi  by  tne  wav  m^  meetmg  and  beginning  for  compassion  to  weep), 
uiideath  blood  brast  incontinent  out  of  the  nose  of  the  king  at  the 
a.d.m8»!  coming  of  his  son,  giving  thereby  a  certain  demonstration  how 
S„w,l&  he  was  the  only  author  of  his  death. 

SStaT*     After  the  reign  and  death  of  this  king,  his  children  after  him, 
the  com-^  worthily  rewarded  for  their  unnaturalness  against  their  father,  lacking 
ion  °    *  the  success  which  their  father  had,  lost  all  beyond  the  sea  that  he 
had  got  before. 

And  thus  much  concerning  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  and  the  death 
of  Thomas  Beckct ;  which  (as  is  aforesaid)  happened  in  the  days  of 
Pope  Alexander  III.,  who,  usurping  the  keys  of  ecclesiastical 
regiment  one  and  twenty  years,  or,  as  Gisburn  writeth,  three  and 
twenty  years,  governed  the  church  with  much  tumult ;  striving  and 
contending  with,  Frederic  the  emperor ;  not  shaming,  like  a  most 
proud  'Lucifer,  to  tread  with  his  foot  upon  the  neck  of  the  said 
emperor,  as  is  above  described. 

This  pope,  among  many  other  acts,  had  certain  councils,  as  is 
partly  before  touched,  some  in  France,  some  at  Rome,  in  Late  ran  ; 
by  whom  it  was  decreed,  that  no  archbishop  should  receive  the  pall, 
unless  he  should  first  swear  obedience,  a.  d.  1 179  ;  concerning  the 
solemnity  of  which  pall,  for  the  order  and  manner  of  giving  and 
taking  the  same  with  obedience  to  the  pope,  as  it  is  contained  in  their 
own  words,  I  thought  it  good  to  set  it  forth  unto  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  well  consider  and  understand  their  doings  therein. 

The  form  and  manner  how,  and  by  what  words,  the  pope  is  wont  to 
give  the  pall  unto  the  archbishop.' 

To  the  honour1  of  Almighty  God,  and  of  blessed  Mary,  the  Virgin,  and  of 
blessed  St  Peter  and  St  Paul,  and  of  our  lord  Pope  N.  and  of  the  holy  church  of 
Rome,  and  also  of  the  church  of  N.  committed  to  your  charge,  we  give  to  you 
the  pall  taken  from  the  body*  of  St  Peter,  aa  a  fulness  of  the  office  pontifical, 
which  you  may  wear  within  your  own  church,  upon  certain  days,*  which  be 
expressed  in  the  privileges  of  the  said  church,  granted  by  the  see  apostolic. 

NOTES  UrOM  THE  SAME. 

1.  "To  the  honour,"  &c.    With  what  confidence  durst  the  pope  couple  the 
honour  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  honour  of  Mary,  of  St  Peter,  and  of  the 
pope,  and  of  the  Romish  church  all  together,  if  he  had  not  been  a 
sumptuous  Lucifer,  equalling  himself  not  only  with  such  saints,  but  also 
with  him  who  is  God  alone,  to  be  blessed  for  ever? 

2.  "  Taken  from  the  body,"  &c.  If  St  Peter's  body  be  not  all  consumed,  let 
him  show  it  if  he  can.  If  he  cannot  show  it  how  then  is  this  pall  taken  from 
the  body  of  St  Peter?  or  if  he  mean  it  to  be  of  St  Peter's  own  wearing,  then 
belike  St  Peter  had  a  goodly  wardrobe  of  paUa,  when  every  archbishop  in  all 
Christendom  recciveth  from  the  pope  a  divers  palL 

3.  "  As  a  fulness  of  the  office,"  &c.  Rather  he  might  say,  the  fulness  of 
his  own  purse,  when  archbishops  paid  so  sweetly  for  it;  insomuch  that  Jacobus, 
the  archbishop  of  Mentz,  as  is  above  touched  a  little  before,  in  the  council  of 

(1)  "  Ad  honorem  omnipotent*  Del,  et  best*  Marie  Virginia,  el  beaioram  Petri  et  Pauli,  et 
domini  nostrl  N.  Papa?,  ct  nauctir  Boman.T  ecclesiae,  nernon  ft.  eccleabe  tlbi  commtaaa!,  tradimui 
tibt  pallium  d*  corpore  beati  Petri  «umptum,  p|rnUudjnei^p<mttnrali«  offirU^ut^  utarU^eo  intra 
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Basil,  where  the  price  was  wont  to  be  but  a  thousand  florins,  could  not  obtain  Hnryll. 
it  without  six  and  twenty  thousand  florins.  ~~A~D~ 
4.  41  Upon  certain  days,"  &c.    This  difference  there  was  between  the  pope  j,'gg' 

and  other  archbishops :  the  pope  might  wear  the  pall  at  all  times,  and  in  .  

all  places,  at  his  pleasure ;  archbishops  might  not  wear  it  but  upon  certain  days, 
and  in  their  church  only,  within  their  province.  Moreover  this  pall  should  not 
be  asked  but  with  great  instance,  and  within  three  months ;  without  which  pall 
he  is  not  to  be  named  archbishop,  but  may  be  deposed,  having  it  not  after  three 
months  ;  and  the  same  pall  must  also  be  buried  with  him  when  he  dieth  ;  and 
when  it  is  given,  some  privilege  must  be  given  withal,  or  the  old  renewed.1 

In  like  manner  proceedeth  the  oath  of  every  bishop  swearing  obe- 
dience to  the  pope  in  words  as  followeth  :a — 

"  I,  N.,  bishop  of  N.,  from  this  hour  henceforth,  will  be  faithful  and  obedient 
to  blessed  St.  Peter,  and  to  the  holy  apostolic  church  of  Rome,  and  to  my  Lord 
A the  pope.    I  shall  be  in  no  council,  nor  help  cither  with  my  consent  or 
deed,  whereby  either  of  them,  or  any  member  of  them,  may  be  impaired,  or 
whereby  they  may  be  taken  with  any  evil  taking.    The  council  which  they 
shall  commit  to  me,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  messenger,  or  by  their  letters, 
wittingly  or  willingly  I  shall  utter  to  none  to  their  hindrance  and  damage.    To  This  »u 
the  retaining  and  maintaining  the  papacy  of  Rome,  and  the  regalities  of  |^[tc^^ 
St  Peter,  I  shall  be  an  aider  (so  mine  order  be  saved)  against  all  persons.  Beckctto 
The  legate  of  the  apostolic  see,  both  in  going  and  coming,  I  shall  honourably  j£ 
treat  and  help  in  all  necessities.    Being  called  to  a  synod,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
come,  unless  I  be  let  by  some  lawful  and  canonical  impeachment    The  palace 
of  the  apostles  every  third  year  I  shall  visit  either  by  myself  or  my  messenger, 
except  otherwise  being  licensed  by  the  see  apostolic.    All  such  possessions  as 
belong  to  the  table  and  diet  of  my  bishopric,  I  shall  neither  sell,  nor  give,  nor 
lay  to  mortgage,  nor  lease  out  nor  remove  away  by  any  manner  of  means, 
without  the  consent  and  knowledge  of  the  bishop  of  Rome  :*  so  God  help  me 
and  the  holy  gospels  of  God. 

A  MOTE  UPON  THE  SAME. 

*  Hereby  thou  hast  by  the  way,  gentle  reader,  to  note  and  consider,  among 
other  things  which  here  may  be  understood,  that  since  the  time  the  oath  began 
to  be  laid  and  thrust  upon  bishops,  all  general  councils  began  to  lose  their 
liberty.  For,  how  could  any  freedom  remain  for  men  to  speak  their  knowledge 
in  redress  of  things,  being  by  their  oath  so  bound  to  the  pope  to  speak  nothing 
but  on  his  side,  to  maintain  the  papacy  and  the  church  of  Rome  in  all  times 
and  places  ?  Conjecture  by  thyself,  christian  reader,  what  more  is  hereby  to  be 
considered. 

Besides  this,  it  was  also  decreed  in  the  said  council  at  Rome  of 
three  hundred  and  ten  bishops,  by  Pope  Alexander,  **  That  no  man 
should  have  any  spiritual  promotion,  except  he  were  of  lawful  age, 
and  born  in  wedlock.  That  no  parish  church  should  be  void  above 
six  months.  That  none  in  orders  should  meddle  with  temporal 
business.  That  priests  should  have  but  one  benefice,  and  that  the 
bishops  should  be  charged  to  find  the  priest  a  living  till  he  be 
promoted.  That  open  usurers  should  not  communicate  at  Easter, 
nor  be  buried  within  the  churchyard.    That  nothing  should  be  taken 

(1)  Ex  lfbro  (friTimlnQra  nation  l«  Germanics. 

(2)  "  Ego.  A  .  Kpiseopus  N.,  ab  hac  hora  in  antes  flde  Ms  et  obedient  ero  beato  Petro,  aanctsque  apo- 
itolicjT  Romans  rccle»isr,ct  domino  tneo.dom.  A'.,  paps,  suiaque  luccessoribui  canon  ice  intrantibua. 
Non  ero  in  con»llio,  teu  auxllio,  consensu,  vel  facto,  ut  vitam  perdant  aut  mem  brum,  teu  caplan- 
tur  mala  captions  Consilium  vcro  quod  mihl  credituri  sunt,  per  ae  aut  per  nuncium,  »eu  literaa 
ad  do  rum  damnum,  me  sciente  nemini  pan  dam.  Papatum  Romanum  et  regalia  8.  Petri  adjutor  eia 
ero  ad  retinendum  et  defendendum  aalvo  meo  ordlne,  contra  omnem  homlnem.   Legatum  apoato- 

a  in  eundo  et  rcdeundo  honorific*  traelabo,  et  In  aula  neceaaitatibua  adjuvabo.  Vocatua  ad 
j  ventam,  niii  pra?peditus  fuero  canonic*  prepedltione.  Apostolorum  limina  singulis 
I  visit  abo,  aut  per  roe,  aut  per  mcum  nuncium,  niii  apoatolica  absolvar  Hcentia  Poaaes- 
•ro  ad  meniam  mei  cpiscopatus  pertlnente*  non  vendam,  neque  donabo,  neque  oppigno- 
nba,  neque  de  novo  tnfeudabo,  nec  aliquo  modo  allenabo  Inconsulto  Rom.  pontificc :  sic  me  Dens 
adjovet,  et  aancta  Dei  evangclia." 

(3)  And  how  be  not  those  biihop^then  perjured,  who,  at  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  set  and  let 
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nmryu.  for  ministering  sacraments  or  burying.  Also,  that  every  cathedral 
A  D  church  should  have  a  master  to  teach  children  freely,  without  taking 
1189.  any  thing  for  the  same/' 

In  this  council  the  vow  of  chastity  was  obtruded  and  laid  upon 
priests.    Thomas  Becket,  also,  and  Bernard,  were  canonized  for 


During  the  reign  and  time  of  this  King  Henry  II.,  the  city  of 
Norwich  was  destroyed  and  burnt  by  the  men  of  Flanders.  Also 
the  towns  of  Leicester  and  Nottingham  were  wasted,  and  the  bur- 
gesses slain  by  the  earl  of  Ferrers.    The  town  of  Berwick  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  Scots.    The  king  of  Scots  was  taken  in  war  by  the 
Englishmen,  a.d.  1174.    The  town  of  Huntingdon  was  taken  and 
burned.    The  town  of  Canterbury,  by  casualty  of  fire,  was  burnt 
with  all  the  churches,  especially  the  Trinity  church,  where  Becket  was 
worshipped,  in  the  same  year.    In  a.d  1170,  William,  king  of 
Scots,  with  David,  his  brother,  and  all  the  barons  of  the  realm,  did 
homage  to  the  king  of  England.    Ireland  was  made  subject  to 
England.    Decreed  in  a  council  in  Normandy,  that  no  boys  or 
children  should  possess  any  benefice.    A  council  of  Lateran  was 
holden  at  Rome,  where  were  three  and  thirty  articles  concluded, 
a.d.  1179.  The  French  king  came  in  pilgrimage  to  Thomas  Becket, 
the  king  of  England  meeting  him  by  the  way,  a.d.  1184.  After 
the  death  of  Richard,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  followed  after 
frdfb*in  Thomas  Becket,  succeeded  Baldwin,  who,  of  a  Cistercian  monk 
(•1m«r  kcing  made  a  bishop,  is  said  never  to  eat  flesh  in  his  life.    A  certain 
i>ury"    poor  woman,  bare  and  lean,  meeting  him  in  the  street,  desired  to 
know  of  him  whether  it  were  true  that  was  said  of  him,  that  he  never 
did  eat  flesh :   which  thing  when  he  had  affirmed  to  be  true, 
"  Nay,"  saith  she,  "  that  is  false,  for  you  have  eaten  my  flesh  unto 
the  bone,  for  I  had  but  one  cow  wherewith  I  was  sustained,  and  that 
have  your  deans  taken  from  me."  "True,  true,"  said  the  bishop, 
"  and  thou  shalt  have  another  cow  as  good  as  that."1 

Moreover,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry,  about  a.d.  1178,  I  find 
in  the  story  of  Roger  Hovcdcn  and  others,  that  in  the  city  of 
Toulouse  there  was  a  great  multitude  of  men  and  women  whom  the 
pope's  commissioners,  to  wit,  Peter,  cardinal  of  St.  Chrysogoim,  and 
the  pope's  legate,  with  the  archbishops  of  Narbonne  and  Bituriensis, 
Reginald,  bishop  of  Bath,  John,  bishop  of  Pictavia,  Henry,  abbot 
Clarevallcnsis,  &c,  did  persecute  and  condemn  for  heretics  ;  of  whom 
some  were  scourged  naked,  some  chased  away,  some  compelled  to 
abjure :  concerning  whose  articles  and  opinions  I  have  no  firm  ground 
to  make  any  certain  relation,  forasmuch  as  I  see  the  papists,  many 
times  so  false  in  their  quarrelling  accusations,  untruly  collected  men's 
sayings,  not  as  they  meant,  and  meaning  not  as  they  said,  but  wrest- 
ing and  depraving  simple  men's  assertions  after  such  a  subtle  sort 
as  they  list  themselves  to  take  them.  But  this  I  find,  how  one  of 
the  said  commissioners  or  inquisitors,  Henry  the  abbot,  in  a  certain 
letter  of  his,  wrote  thus  of  them  :a — "  After  a  new  opinion  he  affirmed 

(I)  Jornaleniis. 

(I)  "  Nam  et  pattern  aattctum  vita?  aMrnue,  •■>«••   Us  tniniat 
non  mm  corpu*  Domini,  novo  dogmata  contrndebii  a»iei«rr." 
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that  the  holy  bread  of  eternal  life,  consecrated  by  the  ministry  of  the  aw^u. 
priest,  was  not  the  body  of  the  Lord,"  &c  A  D 

In  the  time  of  this  Alexander  sprang  up  the  doctrine  and  name  of  ii89. 
those  who  were  then  called  1  paupercs  de  Lugduno,' 1  who,  from  one  w«T 


Waldus,  a  chief  senator  in  Lyons,  were  named  1  Waldenses  also 
'LeonistaB'  and  'Insabbatati about  a.d.  1109,  or,  as  Laziardus  ETES " 
writeth,  1170.  tZl^ 

Not  long  before  this  time,  as  is  expressed  above,  rose  up  Gratia  n.  s*00*1*11- 
master  of  the  decrees,  and  Peter  the  Lombard,  master  of  the  sen-  Four 
tences,  both  archpillars  of  all  papistry ;  after  whom  followed  also  two  ursof 
as  evil,  or  worse  than  they,  Francis  and  Dominic,  maintaining  blind  putry.P* 
hypocrisy,  no  less  than  the  other  maintained  proud  prelacy.  As  these 
laboured  one  way,  by  superstition  and  worldly  advancement,  to  cor- 
rupt the  sincerity  of  religion,  so  it  pleased  Clirist,  the  contrary  way, 
labouring  against  these,  to  raise  up  therefore  the  said  Waldenses 
against  the  pride  and  hypocrisy  of  the  others. 

Thus  we  never  see  any  great  corruption  in  the  church,  but  that 
some  sparkle  of  the  true  and  clear  light  of  the  gospel  yet  by  God's 
providence  doth  remain  ;  whatsoever  the  Doctors  Augustinus,  Reine- 
rius,  Sylvius,  and  Cranzius,  with  others  in  their  popish  histories,  do 
write  of  them,  defaming  them  through  misreport,  and  accusing  them 
to  magistrates  as  disobedient  to  orders,  rebels  to  the  catholic  church, 
and  contemners  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  yet  they  who  carry  judgment 
indifferent,  rather  trusting  truth  than  wavering  with  the  times,  in 
weighing  their  articles,  shall  find  it  otherwise,  and  that  they  main- 
tained nothing  else  but  the  same  doctrine  which  is  now  defended  in 
the  church.    And  yet  I  suppose  not  contrary,  but  as  the  papists  did 


(I)  WaUemtM.-Oux  I 

wiih  the  '  Pauperes  de  Lugduno,'  or  '  Poor  men  of  Lyons,'  and  of  deriving  their  origin 
Waldus,  or  Peter  Waldo,  of  Lyons.  The  earliest  period  assigned  to  Peter  Waldo  U  the  year  1160, 
but  there  is  a  document  of  the  year  1100,  'La  Nobis  Leycson,'  which  speaks  of  the  Waldenses, 
or  Vaudels,  under  the  terra  Vaudes.  It  is  therefore  much  more  probable  that  Peter  Waldo  was 
named  after  the  community  called  Vaudes,  than  that  the  Waldenses  should  take  their  name  from 
his.  Authors  who  assert  the  greater  antiquity  of  the  Waldenses,  Vallenses,  or  Vaudols,  maintain, 
1.  That  the  Waldenses  are  so  called  from  certain  secluded  Alpine  valleys,  principally  in  Pied- 
ont,  where  they  have  been  settled  from  time  immemorial. 


1.  That  the  simplest  etymology  is  that  which  is  deduced  from  a  local,  and  not  from  a  personal 
une— '  Vallis,'  Latin,  •  Valle,*  Italian.  '  Val,'  Provencal,  •  Val/  pL  'Vaux,'  and  '  Vallee,'  French, 


•  Val,'  Spanish,  '  Val,'  Celtic,  « Wald,'  Teutonic,  <  Vi 

"   nd  in 


8.  Thai  traces  an  to  be  found  in  early  ecclesiastical  history  {beginning  with  the  works  of 
Ambrose  and  Jerome),  of  Alpine  churches,  which  held  opinions  similar  to  those  of  the  Waldenses 
of  later  times. 

4.  That  the  most  ancient  of  the  state  records  of  Piedmont,  in  which  the  Waldenses  are 
noticed  as  a  religious  community  at  variance  with  the  church  of  Rome,  call  them  '  liuomini  delle 
Valli,'  or  '  Men  of  the  Valleys.' 

5.  That  the  antiquity  of  '  La  Nobis  Leycson,'  which  presents  internal  evidence  of  having  been 
written  In  the  year  1100,  and  contains  the  term  Vaudes,  and  applies  it  to  a  religious  body,  not  in 
communion  with  the  church  of  Rome,  is  proved  by  Raynouard,  in  his  '  Choiz  de  Poesies  des 
Troubadours,  and  by  others,  whose  authority  is  of  importance  as  to  the  period  and  language  of  that 
valuable  < 


6.  That  surnames  were  not  In  use  In  the  twelfth  century,  and  that  Peter  of  Lyons  had  his 
second  appellation  Wald  us,  or  Waldo,  given  to  him  to  distinguish  him,  as  one  who  had  adopted  the 
opinions  of  the  Vaudes,  or  Waldenses. 

7.  That  the  earliest  public  edicts,  which  make  mention  of  the  Waldenses  (such  as,  '  Statuta 
Synodaiia  Odonis  Episcopl  Tullensis,'  in  1191  — "De  hareticis  autem  qui  vocantur  Wadoys— 
prarcipimus,"  and  the  edict  of  Ildefonsus,  king  of  Airagon,  In  1194),  do  not  give  any  derivation 
of  the  term  Waldenses,  but  simply  call  certain  heretics  by  that  name. 

8.  That  the  earliest  treatises  which  profess  to  give  the  etymology  of  the  name  Waldenses,  derive 
It  from  a  word  signifying  •  Valley.'— Thus  Bernard  of  Fontcaud,  a.d.  1185—"  Dicti  sunt  Valden- 
sis  nimirum  a  valle  densa,  eo  quod  profundis  et  densis  errorum  tenebris  involvantur;"  and 
Ebrard  de  Beth  une,  In  the  year  1200— "  Vallenses  so  appellant  eo  quod  in  valle  lachrymarum 

9.  That  the  first  treatise  which  pretends  to  derive  the  Waldenses  from  Peter  Waldus,  of 
Lyons,  was  written  after  these,  namely,  '  Petri  V allium  Sarnaii  monarchi  Hlstoria  Albigensium.' 
in  1218.    See  Legcr's  '  Histoire  generate  des  Eglises  Evangeliques  de  V  slices  de  PiGmont;' 

i'»  'Churches  of  Piedmont f  Gillys  'Waldensian  Researches;'  Blair's  'History  of  the 
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Henry u.  with  the  articles  of  WicklifF and  Muss,  so  they  did  in  like  manner 
A.  d.  w'tft  ^eir  articles  also,  in  gathering  and  wresting  them  otherwise  than 
11 89!  they  were  meant. 


Cf)C  $ij»torn  of  tlje  9Da(&tti£e£, 

CONCERNING   THEIR  ORIGINAL   AND  DOCTRINE,   WITH  THEIR 

PERSECUTIONS.1 

The  first  original  of  these  Waldenseg,  came  of  one  Waldus,  a 
man  both  of  great  substance,  and  no  less  calling  in  the  city  of  Lyons, 
the  occasion  whereof  is  declared  of  divers  writers  thus  to  come 
About  a. d.  1160,  it  chanced  that  divers  of  the  best  and  chicfest  heads 
of  the  city  of  Lyons,  talking  and  walking  in  a  certain  place  after  their 
old  accustomed  manner,  especially  in  the  summer-time,  conferred  and 
consulted  together  upon  matters,  either  to  pass  over  time,  or  to 
debate  things  to  be  done ;  amongst  whom  it  chanced  for  one  (the 
rest  looking  on)  to  fall  down  by  sudden  death.  In  the  number  of 
these  this  aforesaid  Waldus,  there  being  amongst  them,  was  one  ; 
who,  beholding  the  matter  more  earnestly  than  the  others,  and  terrified 
with  so  heavy  an  example,  being,  as  it  is  said,  a  rich  man,  and  God's 
Holy  Spirit  working  withal,  was  stricken  with  a  deep  and  inward 
repentance,  whereupon  followed  a  new  alteration,  with  a  careful  study 
to  reform  his  former  life ;  insomuch  that  he  began  first  to  minister 
large  alms  of  his  goods  to  such  as  needed :  secondly,  to  instruct 
himself  and  his  family  in  the  true  knowledge  of  God's  word  :  thirdly, 
to  admonish  all  that  resorted  to  him  on  any  occasion,  to  repentance 
and  virtuous  amendment  of  life.  Thus,  partly  through  his  large 
giving  to  the  poor,  and  partly  through  his  diligent  teaching  and 
wholesome  admonitions,  more  resort  of  people  daily  frequented  about 
him  ;  whom  when  he  did  sec  ready  and  diligent  to  learn,  he  began  to 
give  out  to  them  certain  rudiments  of  the  Scripture,  which  he  had 
translated  himself  into  the  French  tongue,  for  as  he  was  a  man 
wealthy  in  riches,  so  he  was  also  not  unlearned. 

Although  Laziardus  Volateranus,  with  others,  note  him  utterly 
unlearned,  and  charge  him  with  ignorance,  as  who  should  procure 
others  to  write  and  translate  for  him  ;  by  others,  who  have  seen  his 
doings  yet  remaining  in  old  parchment  monuments,  it  appcareth  he 
was  both  able  to  declare  and  to  translate  the  books  of  Scripture,  and 
also  did  collect  the  doctors"'  mind  upon  the  same. 
The»roe     But  whatsoever  he  was,  lettered  or  unlettered,  the  bishops  and 
aU""0  prelates  seeing  him  so  to  intermeddle  with  the  Scriptures,  and  to 
neither    nave  sucu  resort  about  him,  albeit  it  was  but  in  his  own  house, 
to' ftTrther  unt*er  P"vate  conference,  could  neither  abide  that  the  Scriptures 
tbe*w<T  should  be  declared  by  any  other,  nor  would  they  take  the  pains  to 
otherUffer  d^lare  them  themselves.  So,  being  moved  with  great  malice  against 
mentodo  the  man,  they  threatened  to  excommunicate  him  if  ne  did  not  leave  off 
so  to  do.      aldus,  seeing  his  doing  to  be  but  godly,  and  their  malice 
stirred  up  upon  no  just  nor  godly  cause,  neglecting  the  threatcnings 
and  frettings  of  the  wicked,  said,  that  "  God  must  be  obeyed  more 
than  man.     To  be  brief,  the  more  diligent  he  was  in  setting  forth 
the  true  doctrine  of  Christ  against  the  errors  of  Antichrist,  the 

(1)  Edition  I5fl».  r.  41.— Ed. 
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maliciously  their  fierceness  increased ;  insomuch  that  when  they  did  iie*n,n. 
see  their  excommunication  to  be  despised,  and  would  not  serve,  they  A  yj. 
ceased  not  with  prison,  with  sword,  and  with  banishment,  to  perse-  1189. 
cute,  till  at  length  they  had  driven  both  Waldus,  and  all  the  favourers 
of  his  true  preaching,  out  of  the  city. 

Hereupon  came  first  their  name,  that  they  were  called  'Waldenses/ 
or  4  Pauperes  de  Lugduno,''  not  because  they  would  have  all  things 
common  amongst  them,  or  that  they,  professing  any  wilful  poverty, 
would  imitate  to  live  as  the  apostles  did,  as  Sylvius  did  falsely  belie 
them,  but  because  they,  being  thrust  out  both  of  country  and  goods, 
were  compelled  to  live  poorly,  whether  they  would  or  no.  And  thus 
much  touching  the  first  occasion  and  beginning  of  these  men,  and  of 
the  restoring  and  maintaining  of  the  true  doctrine  of  Christ's  gospel, 
against  the  proud  proceedings  of  popish  errors.  .  Now  concerning 
their  articles,  which  I  find  in  order  and  in  number  to  be  these — 

The  Articles  of  the  Waldenses. 

I.  Only  the  holy  Scripture  is  to  be  believed  in  matters  pertaining  to  salva- 
tion, and  no  man's  writing,  or  man  besides. 

II.  All  things  which  are  necessary  to  salvation  are  contained  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture ;  and  nothing  is  to  be  admitted  in  religion  but  only  what  is  commanded 
in  the  word  of  God. 

III.  There  is  one  only  Mediator ;  other  saints  are  in  no  wise  to  be  made 
mediators,  or  to  be  invocated. 

IV.  There  is  no  purgatory;  but  all  men  are  either,  by  Christ,  justified 
to  life,  or,  without  Christ,  to  be  condemned :  and,  besides  these  two,  there  is 
neither  any  third  nor  fourth  place. 

V.  All  masses,  namely,  such  as  be  sung  for  the  dead,  are  wicked,  and  to  be 
abrogate. 

VI.  AH  men's  traditions  ought  to  be  rejected,  at  least  not  to  be  reputed  as 
necessary  to  salvation  ;  and  therefore  this  singing  and  superfluous  chanting  in 
the  chancel  is  to  be  left  off :  constrained  and  prefixed  fasts  bound  to  days  and 
times,  difference  of  meats,  such  variety  of  degrees  and  orders  of  priests,  friars, 
monks,  and  nuns,  superfluous  holidays,  so  many  sundry  benedictions  and 
hallowing  of  creatures,  vows,  peregrinations,  with  all  the  rabblement  of  rites 
and  ceremonies  brought  in  by  man,  ought  to  be  abolished. 

VII.  The  supremacy  of  the  pope  usurping  above  all  churches,  and  especially 
above  all  oolitic  realms  and  governments,  or  for  him  to  occupy  or  usurp  the  juris- 
diction of  both  the  swords,  is  to  be  denied ;  neither  is  any  degree  to  be  received 
in  the  church,  but  only  the  degrees  of  priests,  deacons,  and  bishops. 

VIII.  The  communion  under  both  kinds  is  necessary  to  all  people,  according 
to  the  institution  of  Christ 

IX.  The  church  of  Rome  is  the  very  Babylon  spoken  of  in  the  Apocalypse ; 
and  thepopc  is  the  fountain  of  all  error,  and  the  very  antichrist 

X.  The  pope's  pardons  and  indulgences  they  reject* 

XI.  The  marriage  of  priests,  and  of  ecclesiastical  persons,  they  hold  to  be 
godly,  and  also  necessary  in  the  church. 

XII.  Such  as  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  have  a  right  faith,  they  hold  to  be 
the  right  church  of  Christ ;  and  to  this  church  the  keys  of  the  church  are  to  be 
given,  to  drive  away  wolves,  and  to  institute  true  pastors,  and  to  preach  the 
word,  and  to  minister  the  sacraments. 

These  be  the  principal  articles  of  the  Waldenses,  albeit  some  there 
be  that  add  more  to  them ;  some,  again,  divide  the  same  into  more 
parts :  but  these  be  the  principal,  to  which  the  rest  be  reduced. 

The  same  Waldenses,  at  length  exiled,  were  dispersed  in  divers 

(>)  "Soli*  Merit  Uteris  credendum  eiae  in  Us,  quae  ad  talntam,"  oVe. 
roeth  t  " 
VliL 


(J)  Thla  article  ieeroeth  to  be  given  of  them  in  Bohemia,  long  after,  for  Indulgences 
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Htnrfii.  and  sundry  places,  of  whom  many  remained  long  in  Bohemia ;!  who, 
p  writing  to  their  king,  Uladislaus,  to  purge  themselves  against  the 
1189.  slanderous  accusations  of  one  Dr.  Austin,  gave  up  their  confession 
with  an  apology  of  their  christian  profession  ;  defending,  with  strong 
and  learned  arguments,  the  same  which  now  is  received  in  most 
reformed  churches,  both  concerning  grace,  faith,  charity,  hope, 
repentance,  and  works  of  mercy. 

As  for  purgatory,  they  say  that  Thomas  Aquinas  is  the  author 
fi%itM  thereof. 

finder  of     Concerning  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  their  faith  was,  that  it 


or  re- 


lory!*     ordained  to  be  eaten,  not  to  be  showed  and  worshipped ;  that  it  was 
for  a  memorial,  not  for  a  sacrifice ;  to  serve  for  the  present  ministra- 
tion, and  not  for  reservation ;  to  be  received  at  the  table  (not  to  be 
carried  out  of  the  doors),  according  to  the  ancient  use  of  the  primitive 
church,  when  they  used  to  communicate  sitting.2    And  this  they 
prove,  both  by  an  old  chronicle,  called  4  Chronica  Gestorum,''  as  also 
by  ancient  Origen,  upon  the  third  book  of  Moses,  bringing  in  his 
words,  which  be  these,  proving  that  this  sacramental  bread  ought  not 
The»-  to  be  reserved: — "Whosoever  receiveth  this  bread  of  the  supper 
!I?bm«i  OI*  Christ  upon  the  second  or  third  day  after,  his  soul  shall  not 
to  be  kept  oe  blessed,  but  polluted.    Therefore  the  Gibeonitcs,  because  they 
brought  old  bread  to  the  children  of  Israel,  it  was  enjoined  theni  to 
carry  wood  and  water,"  &c* 
r»rt  of       Dr.  Austin,  of  whom  mention  is  made  before,  disputing  against 
puummi  them  about  this  matter  of  the  holy  eucharist,  urgeth  them  with  this 
dVwa^-  intcrrog^i011 :  "  Whether  it  be  the  same  Clirist  present  in  the  sacra- 
tin  »nd*"  mcnt  who  is  present  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father?    If  it  be  not 
denied  the  same  Christ,  how  is  it  true  in  the  Scripture,  4  Una  fides,  unus 
».^,e,w  Dominus  noster,  Jesus  Christus' — 4  One  faith,  one  Lord  Jesus 
it.  a  cap-  Christ  ?    If  it  be  the  same  Christ,  then  how  is  he  not  to  be  honoured 
que»tion.  and  worshipped  here  as  well  as  there  tm 

StSm  To  tnis  »e  Waldenses  answer  again,  and  grant  that  Christ  is  one 
a^'iriTOn*  ant^  ^e  same  with  his  natural  body,  in  the  sacrament,  which  he  is  at 
venienw.  the  right  hand  of  his  Father,  but  not  after  the  same  existence  of  his 
mr«r   body  :  for  the  existence  of  his  body  in  heaven  is  personal  and  local, 

the  Wal 
denies. . 
What  it 

celvJ*  or  received  of  our  bodies,  after  a  personal  or  corporal  manner,  but 


to  be  apprehended  by  the  faith  and  spirit  of  men.  In  the  sacrament 
the  existence  of  the  body  is  not  personal  or  local,  to  be  apprehended 


after  a 


after  a  sacramental  manner ;  that  is,  where  our  bodies  receive  the 
sign,  and  our  spirit  the  thing  signified.  Moreover,  in  heaven  the 
existence  of  his  body  is  dimensive  and  complete,  with  the  full  pro- 
portion and  quantity  of  the  same  body  wherewith  he  ascended. 
Here,  the  existence  of  his  complete  body,  with  the  full  proportion, 
measure,  and  stature  thereof,  doth  not,  neither  can,  stand  in  the 
sacrament.    Briefly,  the  existence  of  his  body  in  heaven  is  natural, 

(1)  "  Bohemia."  Our  author  iiherc  anticipating  the  chronological  order  of  history,  and  rambling 
into  an  account  of  the  Bohemian  brethren.  Properly  (peaking,  the  religious  community  of  the 
Alpine  valleye  of  Piedmont  are  the  only  people  who  ahould  be  called  Waklentet.  Prom  the  begin- 
ning of  the  eleventh  century  many  Anti-Romaaiati  came  into  notice  in  different  parta  of  Europe, 
especially  in  Prance,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain;  but  it  confute*  ecclesiastical  history  to  call  them 
Waldentes,  or  Alblgenaea.   The  two  latter  might  hold  some  opinions  in  common,  but  they  were 


essentially  dittlnct  commu: 
(1)  Ex  Orthuino  Oratio. 

P)  "Quicunque  nunc  panem  ccena  Christ!  aecunda  vel  tertia  die  tumpterit,  non  bcnedicltur 
annus  .'.u*.  m.u  tnqulnabttur.   Propterea  Gabion  it  a-,  quia  antiquos  pane*,  ftc.— Chronica  Gesto- 
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not  sacramental ;  that  is,  to  be  seen,  and  not  remembered :  here  it  is  Htmtju. 
sacramental,  not  natural ;  that  is,  to  be  remembered,  not  to  be  seen. 

This  answer  being  made  to  the  captious  proposition  of  Dr.  Austin,  j  {ggm 
the  Waldenses,  retorting  the  like  interrogation  to  him  again,  demand  J~ 
of  him  to  answer  them  in  the  like  objection  :  Whether  it  be  all  one  mental. 
Christ  substantially  and  naturally,  who  sitteth  in  heaven,  and  who  18  dilemma 
under  the  forms  of  bread  and  wine,  and  in  the  receivers  of  the  sacra-  JfiSSL 
ment  ?   If  he  grant  it  to  be,  then  they  bid  him  say,  seeing  Christ  is  JJ^11*" 
as  well  in  the  sacrament  as  in  heaven,  and  as  well  in  the  receiver  as 
in  the  sacrament,  and  all  one  Christ  in  substance  and  nature ;  why 
then  is  not  the  same  Christ  as  well  in  the  breast  of  the  receiver  to  be 
worshipped,  as  under  the  forms  of  bread  and  wine  in  the  sacrament, 
seeing  he  is  there  after  a  more  perfect  manner  in  man,  than  in  the 
sacrament  ?  for  in  the  sacrament  he  is  but  for  a  time,  and  not  for  the 
sacrament's  sake,  but  for  the  man's  cause  :  in  man  he  is  not  for  the 
sacrament's  cause,  but  for  his  own ;  and  that  not  for  a  season,  but  for 
ever,  as  it  is  written,  "Qui  manducat  hunc  panem  vivet  in  aeternum 
that  is,  "  He  that  eateth  this  bread  shall  live  for  ever,"  &c. 

Moreover,  seeing  transubstantiation  is  the  going  of  one  substance 
into  another,  they  question  again  with  him,  whether  the  forms  of 
bread  and  wine  remaining,  the  substance  thereof  be  changed  into  the 
whole  person  of  our  Lord  Christ  Jesus,  that  is,  both  into  his  body, 
soul,  and  divinity;  or  not  into  the  whole  Christ  ?  If  he  grant  the 
whole  ;  then,  say  they,  that  is  impossible,  concerning  the  divinity, 
both  to  nature  and  to  our  faith,  that  any  creature  can  be  changed  into 
the  Creator.  If  he  say,  the  bread  is  changed  into  the  body  and  soul 
of  Christ,  not  to  his  divinity,  then  he  separateth  the  natures  in  Christ. 
If  he  say,  into  the  body  alone,  and  not  the  soul,  then  he  separateth 
the  natures  of  the  true  manhood,  &c,  and  so  it  cannot  be  the  same 
Christ  that  was  betrayed  for  us ;  for  that  he  had  both  body  and  soul. 
To  conclude,  to  what  part  soever  he  would  answer,  this  doctrine  of 
transubstantiation  cannot  be  defended  without  great  inconvenience  on 
all  sides.  Over  and  besides,  Eneas  Sylvius,1  writing  of  their  doctrine 
and  assertions  (perchance  as  he  found  them,  perchance  making  worse 
of  them  than  they  taught  or  meant),  reporteth  them  after  this  manner, 
which  I  thought  here  to  set  out  as  it  is  in  the  Latin.1 

The  English  of  the  Same. 

That  the  bishop  of  Rome  is  equal  with  other  bishops.  That  amongst  priests 
there  is  no  difference  of  degree.  That  no  priest  is  to  be  reputed  for  any  dignity 
of  his  order,  but  for  the  worthiness  of  his  life. 

•  That  the  souls  of  men  departed  are  either  to  enter  into  pain  everlasting,  or 
everlasting  joy.  That  there  is  no  fire  of  purgatory  to  be  found.  That  to  pray 
for  the  dead  is  vain,  and  a  thing  only  found  out  for  the  lucre  of  priests. 

That  the  images  of  God  (as  of  the  Trinity),  and  of  saints,  are  to  be  abolished. 
That  the  hallowing  of  water  and  palms  is  a  mere  ridicule.  That  the  religion  of 
begging  friars  was  found  out  by  the  devil.  That  priests  should  not  encroach 
riches  in  this  world,  but  rather  follow  poverty,  being  content  with  their  tithes, 
and  men's  devotion.  That  the  preaching  of  the  word  is  free  to  all  men  called 
thereunto. 

That  no  deadly  sin  is  to  be  tolerated,  for  whatsoever  respect  of  a  greater 

(1)  Encaa  Sylvius.  Bohemica  hUtoria  de  Waldemium  dogmatibua. 

(J)  "  Romanum  pnrauirm  reliquis  episcopii  parem  c»»e.  Inter  aaeerdote*  nullum  diwrimeii. 
PrMbyiCTum  non  dignitatem  aed  vitas  meritura  efficere  potlorem."— For  the  original  In  Latin,  mm 
Edition  1S65,  p.  44.— Ed. 
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Hmrvii.  commodity  to  ensue  thereupon.    That  the  confirmation,  which  bishops  exercise 
TT    with  oil,  and  extreme  unction,  are  not  to  be  counted  among  the  sacraments  of 
11 89    t*le  cnurcn*    That  auricular  confession  is  but  a  toy ;  and  that  it  suffices  for 

 '_  every  man  to  confess  himself  in  his  chamber  to  God.    That  baptism  ought  to 

be  administered  only  with  pure  water,  without  any  mixture  of  hallowed  oil. 
STJrXi  That  the  temple  of  the  Lord  is  the  wide  world.  That  the  majesty  of  God  is  not  to 
Lord,  that  be  restrained  within  the  walls  of  temples,  monasteries,  and  chapels,  so  that  his 
iiabiu-    g™00  1S  rather  to  be  found  in  one  place  than  in  another. 

tion  That  priest's  apparel,  ornaments  of  the  high  altar,  vestments,  corporaces, 

wherein  chalices,  patines,  and  other  church  plate,  serve  in  no  stead .  For  the  difference 
j^,0*'  and  respect  of  the  very  place  makes  no  matter,  where  the  priest  doth  consecrate, 
dweiieth  or  doth  minister  to  those  who  do  require.  That  it  is  sufficient  to  use  only  the 
worketh.  8acramental  words,  without  any  other  superfluous  ceremonies. 
That  u,  That  the  suffrages  of  saints,  reigning  with  Christ  in  heaven,  are  craved  in 
thr  mere  vain ;  they  being  not  able  to  help  us.  That  in  saying  or  singing  the  hours 
niakUh  and  matins  of  the  day,  the  time  is  but  lost  That  a  man  ought  to  cease  from 
not  the    his  labour  no  day,  but  only  upon  the  Sunday. 

HJ*?*  That  the  feasts  and  festivals  of  saints  ought  to  be  rejected.  Item,  that  such 
hoiy       fasts  as  be  coacted  and  enjoined  by  the  church  have  no  merit  in  them. 

These  assertions  of  the  Waldcnscs  being  thus  articled  by  Eneas 
r'  Sylvius,  I  thought  to  give  them  abroad  in  English  as  they  are  in 
Latin,  to  the  intent  that  as  they  are  the  less  to  be  doubted,  being  Bet 
out  by  a  pope's  pen,  so  we  may  both  the  better  know  them  hereby, 
what  they  were,  and  also  understand  how  this  doctrine,  now  preached 
and  taught  in  the  church,  is  no  new  doctrine,  which  here  we  see  both 
taught  and  persecuted  almost  four  hundred  years  ago.  And  as  I  have 
spoken  hitherto  sufficiently  concerning  their  doctrine,  so  now  we  will 
briefly  somewhat  touch  of  the  order  of  their  life  and  conversation, 
as  we  find  it  registered  in  a  certain  old  written  book  of  inquisition.1 


MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  WALDENSES. 

The  whole  process  cometh  to  this  effect.  The  manner  of  the  Wal- 
denses  is  this.  Kneeling  upon  their  knees,  leaning  against  some  bank 
or  stay,  they  do  continue  in  their  prayers  in  silence,  as  long  as  a  man 
may  say  thirty  or  forty  times,  Pater  noster.  And  this  they  do  every 
day  with  great  reverence,  being  amongst  themselves  and  such  as  be  of 
their  own  religion,  and  no  strangers  with  them,  both  before  dinner 
and  after ;  likewise  before  supper  and  after  ;  also  at  what  time  they 
go  to  bed,  and  in  the  morning  when  they  rise,  and  at  certain  other 
times  also,  as  well  in  the  day  as  in  the  night.  Item,  they  use  no 
other  prayer  but  the  prayer  of  the  Lord,  and  that  without  any  Ave 
Maria,  and  the  creed,  which  they  affirm  not  to  be  put  in  as  any 

Ciyer  by  Christ,  but  only  by  the  church  of  Rome.    Albeit  they 
ve  and  use  the  seven  articles  of  faith  concerning  the  divinity,  and 
seven  articles  concerning  the  humanity,  and  the  ten  commandments, 
and  seven  works  of  mercy,  which  they  have  compiled  together  in  a 
compendious  book,  glorying  much  in  the  same,  and  thereby  offer 
themselves  ready  to  answer  any  man  as  to  their  faith, 
nunner      Before  they  go  to  meat  they  have  this  grace,  "  Benedicite,  Kyrie 
h^r^*  e'eyson,  Christe  eleyson,  Kyrie  elcyson,  Pater  no8ter.v'   Which  being 
mul!    said,  then  the  elder  amongst  them  beginneth  thus,  in  their  own  tongue : 

(1)  Ex  InquUitorio  quodsm  libello,  de  moribu*  et  eoruuetudine  Waldcnilura, 
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"God  who  blessed  the  five  barley  loaves  and  two  fishes  in  the  H-n n. 
desert  before  his  disciples,  bless  this  table,  and  what  is  set  upon  it,  or  A  D 
shall  be  set  upon  it :  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  ]  isg. 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen."    And  likewise  again,  when  they  rise  from 
meat,  the  senior  giveth  thanks,  saying,  in  the  words  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, "Blessing,  and  worship,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving;  honour,  Their 
virtue,  and  strength,  to  God  alone,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.""    And  fj^ 
addeth,  moreover,  "  God  reward  them  in  their  bosoms,  and  be  bene-  me*t- 
ficial  to  all  them  that  be  beneficial  to  us,  and  bless  us.    And  the 
God  who  hath  given  us  corporal  feeding,  grant  us  his  spiritual  life, 
and  God  be  with  us,  and  we  always  with  him.'"    To  which  they 
answer  again,  "Amen."    And  thus  saying  grace,  they  hold  their 
hands  upward,  looking  up  to  heaven.    After  their  meat  and  grace 
said,  they  teach  and  exhort  amongst  themselves,  conferring  together 
upon  their  doctrine,  &c. 

In  their  doctrine  and  teaching  they  were  so  diligent  and  painful, 
that  Reinerius,  a  writer  about  that  time  (an  extreme  enemy  against  Reiae- 
them),  in  a  long  process,  wherein  he  describeth  their  doctrine  and  old  inqui- 
teaching,  testifieth  that  he  heard  of  one  who  did  know  the  party, 
"that  a  certain  heretic,'"  saith  he,  "  only  to  turn  a  certain  person  away  waiden- 
from  our  faith,  and  to  bring  him  to  his,  in  the  night,  and  in  the 
winter  time,  swam  over  the  river  called  Ibis,  to  come  to  him,  and  to 
teach  him.'"    Moreover,  so  perfect  they  were  then  in  the  Scriptures, 
that  the  said  Reinerius  saith,  he  did  hear  and  see  a  man  of  the 
country  unlettered,  who  could  recite  over  the  whole  book  of  Job 
word  by  word,  without  book,  with  divers  others,  who  had  the  whole 
New  Testament  perfectly  by  heart. 

And  although  some  of  them  rather  merrily  than  skilfully  cx- "im- 
pounded the  words  of  St.  John,  "Sui  non  receperunt  eum"" — tocsin 

Swine  did  not  receive  him  ;"  yet  were  they  not  so  ignorant  and  l^1,*-0" 
void  of  learning,  nor  yet  so  few  in  number,  but  that  they  did  mightily  **•*• 
prevail ;  insomuch  that  Reinerius  hath  these  words :   "  There  was  The 
none  durst  stop  them  for  the  power  and  multitude  of  their  favourers,  and  mul- 
I  have  often  been  at  their  inquisition  and  examination,  and  there  wawen- 
were  numbered  forty  churches  infected  with  their  heresy,  insomuch  •**• 
tliat  in  one  parish  of  Cammach  were  ten  open  schools  of  them,"  &C1 

And  the  said  Reinerius,  when  he  hath  said  all  he  can  in  de-waiden- 
praving  and  impugning  them,  yet  is  driven  to  confess  this  of^lnu 
them,  where  he  doth  distinguish  their  sect  from  other  sects,  and  H" J*"1 
hath  these  words :  "  This  sect  of  Leonists  hath  a  great  show  of  Wflig 
holiness,  in  that  they  both  live  justly  before  men,  and  believe  all  the 
things  well  of  God,  and  hold  all  the  articles  contained  in  the  creed ; 
only  they  do  blaspheme  the  Romish  church,  and  hate  it,"  &c." 

Now  to  touch  somewhat  their  persecutions : — After  they  were 
driven  out  of  Lyons,  they  were  scattered  into  divers  and  sundry 
places,  the  providence  of  God  so  disposing,  that  the  sound  of  their 
doctrine  might  be  heard  abroad  in  the  world.  Some,  as  I  said, 
went  to  Bohemia ;  many  did  flee  into  their  provinces  of  France ; 

(I)  "  Non  erat  qui  eoa  imped  ire  auderet  propter  potentiam  et  multltudlnem  fautorum  luorum. 
Inquialtioni  et  examination!  ajepe  intertill,  et  computatae  aunt  quadragen*  eccVeaUe,  qua;  here*! 
infect*  Currant,  ar  in  una  parochia  Cammach  lucrum  decern  eorum  tchoUK,"  Sec. 

(t)  "  H*c  »ero  LeonUtarum  aecta  magnam  habet  speciem  pietatii,  eo  quod  coral 
Ju»te  Tlrant,  et  bene  omnia  de  Deo  ere  dan  t.  et  omnea  articuioa,  qui  in  aymbolo  continenlur; 
Romanam  eccteiiam  blaaphcmant,  et  oderunt."— Ex  Orthuino  gratia. 
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ffemyrr.  some  into  Lombardy ;  others  into  other  places,  &c.    But  as  the 
A  j)   cross  commonly  followeth  the  verity  and  sincere  preaching  of  God's 
1189.  word,  so  neither  could  these  be  suffered  to  live  in  rest.    There  are 
Th«eroM  7et  10  De  8een  tne  consultations  of  lawyers,  archbishops,  and  bishops 
of  France,  as  Narbonensis,  Arelatensis,  Aquensis,  and  Albanensis, 
foiiowcth  devised  amongst  themselves,  which  yet  remain  in  writing,  for  the 
wtid"nT-d  abolishing  and  extirpating  of  these  Waldenses,  written  above  three 
^teT™""  hundred  years  ago ;  whereby  it  appeareth  that  there  was  a  great 
more  than  number  of  them  in  France. 

dred  ycara     Besides,  there  was  a  whole  council  kept  in  Toulouse  about  three 
?**by    hundred  and  fifty-five  years  before,  and  all  against  these  Waldenses, 
who  also  were  condemned  in  another  council  at  Rome  before  that. 

What  great  persecutions  were  raised  up  against  them  in  France 
by  these  four  archbishops  before  mentioned,  it  appeareth  by  their 
writings ;  whereof  I  will  recite  some  of  their  words,  which  towards 
the  end  be  these :  "  Who  is  such  a  stranger  that  knoweth  not 
the  condemnation  of  the  Waldenses,  the  heretics,  done  and  past 
so  many  years  ago,  so  famous,  so  public,  followed  upon  with  so 
great  labours,  expenses,  and  travail  of  the  faithful,  and  sealed  with 
so  many  deaths  of  these  infidels,  so  solemnly  being  condemned  and 
openly  punished        Whereby  we  may  see  persecution  to  be  no 
with*'     new  thing  in  the  church  of  Christ,  when  Antichrist  so  long  before, 
«i?hi.,ie  even  three  hundred  years,  began  to  rage  against  these  Waldenses. 
g«n  hi»    In  Bohemia,  likewise,  after  that,  the  same,  called  by  the  name  of 
p*r*cu-  Thaborites,  ^  Sylvius  recordeth,  suffered  no  little  trouble.  But 
never  persecution  was  stirred  up  against  them,  or  any  other  people 
more  terrible  than  was  in  these  latter  years  in  France  by  the  French 
king,  a.d.  1545,  which  lamentable  story  is  described  in  Sleidan, 
and  hereafter,  in  the  process  of  this  book,  as  we  come  to  the  order  of 
years,  shall  be  set  forth,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  more  at  large ;  in 
the  which  persecution  is  declared,  in  one  town,  Cabricra,  to  be  slain 
Ahorriue  by  the  captain  of  Satan,  Reinerius,  eight  hundred  persons  at  once, 
SSnSa  without  respect  of  women  or  children  of  any  age ;  of  whom  forty 
hojjr  max-  women,  and  most  of  them  great  with  child,  thrust  into  a  barn,  and 
the  windows  kept  with  pikes,  and  so  fire  set  to  them,  were  all 
consumed.    Besides,  in  a  cave  not  far  from  the  town  Mussium, 
to  the  number  of  five  and  twenty  persons  with  smoke  and  fire  were 
at  the  fame  time  destroyed.    At  Merindolum  the  same  tyrant,  seeing 
all  the  rest  were  fled  away,  and  finding  one  young  man,  caused  him 
to  be  tied  to  an  olive-tree,  and  to  be  destroyed  with  torments  most 
cruelly ;  with  much  other  persecution,  as  shall  appear  hereafter  in  the 
history  translated  out  of  Sleidan  into  English. 

But  to  return  again  to  higher  times,  from  whence  we  digressed, 
mart/r-  Besides  that,  Reinerius  (above  mentioned),  speaketh  of  one  in  the 
cST™.  town  of  Cheron,  a  glover,  who  was  brought  at  this  time  to  exami- 
Jjjjfjjj"  nation,  and  suffered.  There  is  also  an  old  monument  of  process, 
forty-  wherein  appear  four  hundred  and  forty-three  to  be  brought  to 
brought  examination  in  Pomerania,  Marchia,  and  places  thereabouts,  about 
'a.d.  1391. 

(1)  "Qui.  enltn  est  tot  lit  ill*  peregTtaui,  qui  condemnatlonera  h*n>tlcnrura  Valdeniium  ignoret 
•  longo  retro  asnit  factam.  Urn  famoaam,  Urn  pubUcam,  tot  et  tantia  labortbui,  expatiate  et  r 
clium  intecutam,  et  tot  tnortibui  : 

ira* 
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And  thus  much  touching  the  origin,  doctrine,  and  lamentable  per-  Hemr*ZL 
seditions  of  the  Waldenses;  who,  as  is  declared,  first  began  about  A.  D. 
the  time  of  this  King  Henry  II.  1189- 

OTHER  INCIDENTS  HAPPENING  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  THIS 

HENRY  II. 

Concerning  the  first  origin  of  the  Waldenses,  springing  up  in  the 
days  of  this  king,  sufficient  is  already  declared.  Now  remaincth 
in  the  like  order  of  time  to  story  also  such  other  incidents  as  chanced 
under  the  reign  of  the  said  king,  not  unworthy  to  be  observed, 
keeping  the  order  of  the  time  as  near  as  we  may,  and  as  authors 
do  give  unto  us. 

Mary,  the  daughter  of  King  Stephen,  being  the  abbess  of  Ramsey, 
was  married  in  this  kings  days  to  Matthew,  earl  of  Boulogne ;  which  Bccket 
marriage  Thomas  Becket  did  work  against,  and  did  dissolve,  by  J^jj i  of 


mar- 


reason  whereof  he  procured  himself  great  displeasure  with  the  said  . 
earl,  Sec.    a.d.  1161.1 

The  same  year  a  certain  child  was  crucified  of  the  Jews  in  the  Two  chii- 
town  of  Gloucester.2    After  the  same  manner  the  wicked  Jews  had  olfuldbj1 
crucified  another  child  before  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  in  the  days  of 
King  Stephen,  a.d.  1145. 

A  collection  was  gathered  through  all  England  and  France,  of 
two  pence  in  ever}'  pound,  for  the  succour  of  the  East  Christians 
against  the  Turks,  a.d.  1167.' 

Babylon  was  taken  and  destroyed,  and  never  since  repaired,  by  n«byion 
Almaric,  king  of  Jerusalem,  a.d.  1170.4  uEwiT 

In  the  year  1178,  almost  all  England  was  diseased  with  the  cough.' 
About  this  year  also  William,  king  of  Scots,  was  taken  in  battle  and 
imprisoned  in  England. 

Great  war  happened  in  Palestine,  wherein  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  Th«  hdr 
with  the  cross  and  king  of  the  city,  and  others  of  the  temple,  was  u*Vo 
taken  by  the  Saracens,  and  the  most  part  of  the  Christians  there  "„'yhJ 
were  either  slain  or  taken.    Cruel  murder  and  slaughter  were  used  ™*^rom' 
by  the  Turk,  who  caused  all  the  chief  of  the  Christians  to  be  brought  sLlc«M. 
forth  and  beheaded  before  his  face;  insomuch  that  Pope  Urban 
III.  for  sorrow  died,  and  Gregory  VIII.,  the  next  pope  after  him, 
lived  not  two  months.    Then,  in  the  days  of  Pope  Clement  III., 
news  and  sorrow  growing  daily  for  the  loss  of  Palestine,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Christians  ;  King  Henry  of  England,  and  Philip, 
the  French  king,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the  earl  of  Flanders,  the 
earl  of  Campania,  with  divbrs  other  christian  princes,  with  a  general  A 
consent,  upon  St.  George's  day,  took  the  mark  of  the  cross  upon  Nr*in»t 
them,  promising  together  to  take  their  voyage  into  the  Holy  Land. theTurk"' 
At  this  time  the  stories  say,  the  king  of  England  first  received  the  "^r^w 
red  cross,  the  French  king  took  the  white  cross,  the  carl  of  Flanders  °l}hlm 
took  the  green  cross ;  and  so  likewise  other  princes  diverely  divers 
colours,  thereby  to  be  discerned  every  one  by  his  proper  cross.  But 
King  Henry,  after  the  three  years  were  expired,  in  which  he  promised 
to  perform  his  voyage,  sent  to  the  pope  for  further  delay  of  his  pro- 
mise, offering  for  the  same  to  erect  three  monasteries ;  which  thing 

(I)  Ex  chronico  MbliothecK Carienstt.  "?!)  Joroalenilt.  (S)  Ibid. 

(4)  Ex  vetutto  m*nu»cripto  exemplari  hUtorije  Cirien»i».    (S)  Ex  v«tu«t©  ehron.  Acepbxlo. 
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Hrnry  it.  he  thus  performed :  in  the  church  of  Waltham  he  thrust  out  the 
X.d.  8ecular  priests,  and  set  in  monks  instead  of  them.  Secondly,  he 
1189*.  repaired  Amesbury,  and  brought  in  the  nuns  again,  who  before 

were  excluded  for  their  incontinent  life.    And  thus  performed  he  his 

promise  made  before  to  the  pope,  a.d.  1178. 
Scotland  k'n*>  °^  Scot*1  did  his  homage  and  allegiance  to  the  king  of 

*»ini  ho-  England  and  to  his  son,  and  to  his  chief  lords;  promising  that  all 
Ih'uS  tne  earls  and  barons  of  Scotland  should  do  the  like  with  their  poste- 
gLnl     ^f'     Item,  all  the  bishops  and  abbots  of  the  church  of  Scotland 

promised  subjection  and  submission  to  the  archbishop  of  York, 

a.  d.  1175.* 

The  custom  was  in  this  realm,  that  if  any  had  killed  any  clerk  or 
priest,  he  was  not  to  be  punished  with  the  temporal  sword,  but  only 
excommunicated  and  sent  to  Rome  for  the  pope's  grace  and  abso- 
lution; which  custom,  in  the  days  of  this  king,  began  first  to  be 
altered  by  the  procurement  of  Richard,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 

A.  D.  1176.' 

London-bridge  first  began  to  be  made  of  stone  by  one  Peter, 
priest  ofColechurch,  a.d.  1176.* 

St.  William  of  Paris  was  slain  by  the  Jews  on  Maundy-Thursday, 
for  which  the  Jews  were  burned,  and  he  counted  a  saint,  a.  d.  1177. 
luw^L      Ireland  subdued  to  the  crown  of  England  by  this  king,  a.d.  1177.* 
'und.        About  the  five  and  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  King 
Pilgrim-  Henry,  Louis  the  French  king,  by  the  vision  of  Thomas  Becket 
Mntcr-    appearing  unto  him  in  his  dream,  and  promising  to  him  the  recovery 
•prMRup         80ni  if     would  resort  to  him  at  Canterbury,  made  his  journey 
from  a    into  England  to  visit  St.  Thomas  at  Canterbury,  with  Philip,  earl  of 
luion.    Flanders ;  where  he  offered  a  rich  cup  of  gold,  with  other  precious 
jewels,  and  one  hundred  vessels  of  wine  yearly  to  be  given  to  the 
covent  of  the  church  of  Canterbury :   notwithstanding,  the  said 
Philip  in  his  return  from  England,  taking  his  journey  to  Paris  to 
visit  St.  Dennis,  in  the  same  his  pilgrimage  was  stricken  with  such 
cold,  that  he  fell  into  a  palsy,  and  was  benumbed  in  the  right  side  of 
his  body,  a.  d.  1178.* 

Stephen,  bishop  of  Retimo,  was  wont  to  make  many  rhymes 
and  gaudish  prose  to  delight  the  ears  of  the  multitude ;  to  whom  a 
little  before  his  death  this  verse  was  sounded  in  his  ear,  "  Desine 
ludere  temere,  nitere  propere  surgere  de  pulvere  a.  d.  1178.t 
Transub-  The  Albigenses  of  the  city  of  Toulouse,  denied  transubstantiation 
uo^'jlin  in  ^e  sacrament  of  Christ's  body  and  blood ;  also  that  matrimony 
was  a  sacrament,  &c.    a.  d.  1 178/ 

King  Henry  separated  himself  from  his  wife  Elenor,  and  held  her 
many  years  in  prison,  as  some  think,  for  the  love  of  Rosamond; 
which  seemeth  to  me  to  be  the  cause  why  God  afterward  stirred  up 
all  his  sons  to  war  against  him,  and  to  work  him  much  sorrow ; 

(1)  WUlUm,  brother  of  Malcolm  IV.,  li  the  monarch  here  referred  to.  He  was  taken  prUoner 
before  Alnwick,  by  •  stratagem,  by  Stutterrflle  and  Ralph  de  Glanville,  two  of  King  Henry's 
nobility,  and  wm  transported  to  Palais*,  in  Normandy,  where  he  wa*  compelled  to  sign  a  dis- 
graceful treaty.  He  returned  to  Scotland,  and  in  the  year  1 175  Henry  summoned  him  to  meet  him 
at  Tork.  All  the  nobility  and  landholders  of  Scotland  accompanied  him  thither ;  the  disgraceful 
treaty  of  Palaiae  was  confirmed,  and  Scotland  found  herself  under  the  protection  of  Henry, 
deprived  of  liberty  and  honour.— Eo. 
(1)  Nfeol.  Trivet  (3)  Ibid. 

(4)  Ex  Chron.  cujna  Inltium  :  "In  diebus  sancHssimi  regis  Edvardi,"  ic  Ex  Biblioth.  Canenii. 
:»)  Ex  r arils  Chron.       (6)  Jornalenaia,  et  alii.        (#)  Nk.  Tritet       (8)  IDUL 
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a.  d.  1179;1  notwithstanding,  the  said  Elenor  was  shortly  after  n*mtV  a. 
reconciled  to  him.  A  D 

St.  Frideswide  was  translated  unto  Oxford  in  the  same  year.  \\8j. 

In  the  year  1180,  there  came  to  the  council  of  Pope  Alexander,  Expo,,. 
one  Pisanus  Burgundio,  a  man  very  cunning  both  in  Greek  and  jjJsjflL 
Latin,  who  brought  and  presented  to  the  council  the  homilies  of  chr>*> 
Chrysostome  upon  the  gospel  of  St.  John,  translated  out  of  Greek  SmOM 
into  Latin,  and  said  that  he  had  translated  likewise  a  great  part  of  T^,*ew 
his  Exposition   upon  Genesis ;   saying  moreover,    that  the   said  n£nt 
Chrysostome  had  made  expositions  in  Greek  of  the  whole  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  also  of  the  New. 

The  monks  of  Charterhouse  first  entered  into  this  land,  a.d.  1180. 

In  the  year  1181,  Richard  Pech,  bishop  of  Coventry,  before  his  The 
death  renounced  his  bishopric,  and  became  a  canon  in  the  church  of  qJ*2£J 
St.  Thomas  by  Stafford.*  renoun 

About  the  latter  time  of  this  King  Henry,  one  Hugo,  whom  men  buhopr'c. 
were  wont  to  call  St.  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  born  in  Burgundy,  and  2i2jSSi 
prior  of  the  monks  of  Charterhouse,  was  preferred  by  the  king' to  the 
bishopric  of  Lincoln,  who  after  his  death  is  said  to  have  done  great 
miracles,  and  therefore  was  counted  a  saint,  a.  d.  1186'.* 

Baldwin,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  began  the  building  of  his 
new  house  and  church  of  Lambeth;  but  by  the  letters  of  Pope 
Clement  III.,  he  was  forbidden  to  proceed  in  the  building  thereof. 
a.d.  1 187.* 

I  find  likewise  in  the  aforesaid  old  written  chronicle  remaining  in  the  Kin* 
hands  of  one  William  Cary,  citizen  of  London,  that  King  Henry  II.  SiSS* 
gave  to  the  court  and  church  of  Rome  for  the  death  of  Thomas  Jlh0,j£hf°r. 
Becket,  forty  thousand  marks  of  silver,  and  five  thousand  marks  of  the  dMth 

gold.    A.D.  1187.  of  Deckel. 

Mention  was  made  a  little  above  of  Almaric,  king  of  Jerusalem, 
who  destroyed  Babylon,  so  that  it  was  never  after  fo  this  day  restored, 
but  lieth  waste  and  desolate ;  wherein  was  fulfilled  that  which  by  the 
,  in  so  many  places,  was  threatened  to  Babylon  before. 
Almaric  had  a  son  named  Baldwin,  and  a  daughter  called 
Sibylla.  Baldwin,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was  a  leper,  and 
had  the  falling-sickness,  being  not  able,  for  feebleness  of  body, 
although  valiant  in  heart  and  stomach,  to  satisfy  that  function. 

Sibylla,  his  sister,  was  first  married  to  one  Willerm,  marquis  of  a  worthy 
Mount  Ferrat,  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  called  also  Baldwin.    After  %£Jnl' 
him  she  was  married  to  another  husband,  named  Guido  de  Liziniaeo,  ™*ido 
earl  of  Joppa  and  of  Asealon.    Upon  this  it  befel  that  the  aforesaid 
Baldwin  the  leper,  son  of  Almaric,  being  thus  feeble  and  infirm,  as  is 
said,  called  his  nobles  together,  with  his  mother  and  the  patriarch, 
declaring  to  them  his  inability,  and  by  their  consents  committed  the 
under-government  of  the  city  unto  Guido,  the  husband  of  Sibylla, 
his  sister.    But  he  being  found  insufficient,  or  else  not  lucky  in  the 
government  thereof,  the  office  was  translated  to  another,  named 
Rairound,  earl  of  Tripolis.    In  the  mean  while,  the  soldan  with  his 
Saracens  mightily  prevailed  against  the  Christians,  and  overran  the 
country  of  Palestine,  during  which  time  Baldwin  the  king  departed; 


prophets, 
This  Ah 


(1)  Nic.  Trivet.  (5)  Ex  Chrcnloo  pervetmto,  cul  Inltlom,  "  In  dlehu.  wrnctU.  rep*,." 

tS>  Flore..  Hut.  (*)  Nic.  Trivet. 
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Htmm  n.  whereby  the  kingdom  fell  next  to  Baldwin  (the  son  of  Sibylla,  by  her 
A.d.   first  husband,  Willerm),  who,  being  but  five  years  old,  was  put  to 
1189.  the  custody  of  the  above  Raimund.    This  Baldwin  also  died  in 
his  minority,  before  he  came  to  his  crown,  whereby  the  next  suc- 
cession by  descent  fell  to  Sibylla,  the  wife  of  Guido  above  mentioned. 
The  peers  and  nobles,  joining  together  in  council,  offered  unto  the 
said  Sibylla,  as  to  the  lawful  heir  to  the  crown,  that  she  should  be 
their  queen,  with  this  condition,  that  she  should  sequester  from  her, 
a  worthy  by  solemn  divorcement,  the  aforesaid  Guido,  her  husband  ;  but  she 
"  •"true  refused  the  kingdom  offered  to  her  on  that  condition,  till  at  last 
5J522T  tne  magistrates,  with  the  nobles  in  general,  granted  unto  her,  and  by 
their  oaths  confirmed  the  same,  that  whomsoever  she  would  choose  to 
be  her  husband,  all  they  would  take  and  obey  as  their  king.  Also 
Guido,  her  husband,  with  like  petition  among  the  rest,  humbly 
requested  her  that  the  kingdom,  for  his  sake,  or  for  his  private  loss, 
might  not  be  destitute  of  government.    At  length,  she,  with  tears 
consenting  to  their  entreaty,  was   contented,   and  solemnly  was 
crowned  their  queen,  who,  after  the  custom,  again  received  their 
fidelity  by  their  oath ;  whereupon  Guido,  without  any  hope  either 
of  wife  or  kingdom,  departed  home  quietly  to  his  own.    This  done, 
the  queen,  assembling  her  states  and  prelates  together,  entered  talk 
with  them  about  the  choosing  of  the  king,  according  to  that  which 
they  had  promised,  and  sworn  unto  her,  namely,  to  obey  him  as  their 
king,  whom  she  would  name  to  be  her  husband.    Thus,  while  they 
were  all  in  great  expectation,  waiting  every  man  whom  she  would 
nominate,  the  queen,  with  a  loud  voice,  said  to  Guido,  that  stood 
amongst  them :  "  Guido,  my  lord,  I  choose  thee  for  my  husband, 
and  yielding  myself  and  my  kingdom  unto  you,  openly  I  protest  you 
to  be  the  king."    At  these  words  all  the  assembly  being  amazed, 
wondered  that  one  simple  woman  so  wisely  had  beguiled  so  many 
wise  men ;  and  worthy  was  she,  no  doubt,  to  be  commended  and 
extolled  for  her  singular  virtue,  both  of  faithful  chastity  and  high 
prudence ;  so  tempering  the  matter,  that  she  both  obtained  to  her 
husband  the  kingdom,  and  retained  to  herself  again  her  husliand, 
whom  she  so  faithfully  loved,    a.  d.  1186.' 

As  I  have  hitherto  described  the  public  acts  of  King  Henry,  so 
now  I  mean  to  touch  something  of  his  private  conditions.  He  was 
of  mean  stature,  eloquent  and  learned,  manly  and  bold  in  chivalry, 
fearful  of  the  mutability  and  chance  of  war,  more  lamenting  the 
death  of  his  soldiers  dead,  than  loving  them  alive;  none  more 
courteous  and  liberal  for  the  obtaining  of  his  purpose ;  in  peace  and 
tranquillity  none  more  rough ;  stubborn  against  the  stubborn ; 
sometimes  merciful  to  those  whom  he  had  vanquished ;  straight  to  his 
household  servants,  but  liberal  to  strangers;  publicly,  of  public 
things,  liberal,  sparing  of  his  own  ;  whom  once  he  took  a  displeasure 
against,  hardly,  or  never,  would  he  receive  again  to  favour;  somc- 
w-hat  lavish  of  his  tongue  ;  a  willing  breaker  of  his  promise ;  a  lover 
of  his  own  ease,  but  an  oppressor  of  his  nobility ;  a  severe  avenger 
and  furtherer  of  justice ;  variable  of  word,  and  crafty  in  his  talk ;  an 
open  adulterer ;  a  nourisher  of  discord  amongst  his  children  ;  more- 
over, the  papists,  bearing  him  for  Thomas  Beckct's  quarrel  and  such 

(I)  Ex  HiitorU  mxnu»cr1pt*  cul  hut i urn,  '•  Rex  Pictorutu."    Ex  1 
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fike,  as  may  be  gathered,  no  pood  will,  terra  him  an  adversary  of  the  Hmryit. 
faith,  the  mall  and  beetle  of  the  church.  ~A~D~ 
Also  in  the  chronicle  entitled  'Scala  Mundi,'  I  find  of  him,  that  he 


followed  the  steps,  manners,  and  conditions  of  Henry  I.  his  grand- 
father, in  every  point.  He  preserved  firm  peace,  and  executed  strict 
justice,  through  all  his  dominions.  He  loved  marvellous  well  his 
forests  ;  and  again,  those  who  were  transgressors  cither  to  his  crown 
or  person,  he  most  severely  punished. 

Moreover,  in  a  certain  history  entitled  '  De  Regibus  Angliie,''  I 
find  that  this  king  was  sundry  times  admonished  to  reform  and  amend 
his  life,  and  first  by  one  who  was  an  old  man,  in  the  castle  of  Cardif, 
in  Wales,  at  that  time  of  the  year  called  1  Dominica  in  albis,'  the  eighth 
day  after  Easter ;  where  also,  after  that  he  heard  mass,  and  was  going 
to  take  his  horse,  there  stood  a  certain  man  by  him,  somewhat  yel- 
lowish, his  hair  being  rounded,  lean,  and  ill-favoured,  having  on  a 
white  coat,  and  being  barefoot,  who  looked  upon  the  king,  and  spake 
on  this  wise: — "  Good  old  king;"  that  done,  thus  he  proccedetn, — 
"  the  King  salutcth  you,  and  his  blessed  mother;  John  Baptist  and  Ticking 
Peter  straitly  charge  you,  that  upon  the  Sundays,  throughout  all  your  Suh«i  to 
dominions,  there  be  no  buying  and  selling,  or  other  servile  business  '™iltt. 
(those  only  excepted  which  appertain  to  the  preparation  of  meat  and 
drink);  which  thing  if  thou  shalt  observe,  whatsoever  thou  takest  in  from  buy! 
hand,  thou  shalt  happily  finish  and  bring  to  pass."    Then  spake  the  *ni*g? 
king,  in  French,  unto  the  knight  that  held  his  horse  by  the  bridle : 
"Ask  of  this  churl  whether  he  dreamed  this  or  not?"*  And  in  the 
mean  while  that  the  knight  should  have  interpreted  the  king's  words 
and  message,  he  spake  before,  and  said,  "  Whether  this  be  a  dream 
or  not,  mark  well  what  day  this  is  ;  for  unless  thou  do  these  things 
and  amend  thy  life,  such  news  shalt  thou  hear  within  these  twelve 
months,  as  will  make  thee  lament  and  mourn  till  thy  dying  day." 
And  when  these  words  were  spoken,  the  man  vanished  out  of  his  sight ; 
and  within  one  year  after,  Henry,  Gaufrid,  and  Richard,  his  sons, 
forsook  him,  their  father,  and  took  part  with  the  French  king.  The 
king  of  Scots,  and  the  earls  of  Chester  and  Leicester,  made  an  insurrec- 
tion against  the  king.    Many  other  premonitions  were  given  also  to 
the  king,  but  all  these  did  he  little  esteem.    The  second  who  did  The  »e- 
admonish  him,  was  a  certain  Irishman,  giving  him  certain  secret  signs,  third  *ad- 
And  thirdly,  a  certain  knight  of  Findcsey,  named  Philip  de  Easterby,  ™n^lon 
sailing  with  him  over  into  France,  declared  unto  the  king,  in  Nor-  kj^0 
mandy,  seven  articles  which  he  should  amend  ;  which  thing  if  he  hfaUfe. 
would  do,  he  should  reign  seven  years  most  honourably,  and  should 
take  the  holy  cross  from  his  enemies ;  or  else  he,  in  the  fourth  vcar, 
should  die  in  great  ignominy.    The  three  first  things  were  t'icse, 
which  he  at  his  coronation  sware  to  observe,  that  is,  to  defend  the 
church,  to  maintain  good  laws,  and  to  condemn  no  man  to  death 
without  judgment.    The  fourth  was,  for  the  restoring  of  inheritance 
wrongfully  taken  ;  the  fifth  was,  in  doing  justice  without  reward  ;  the 
sixth  was,  of  ministers  and  officers"  wages  and  stipends;  the  seventh  ti>* 
was,  of  expelling  the  Jews,  leaving  them  some  money  to  depart  withal,  vjcto'y 
But  the  king  not  amending  his  life,  there  rose  up  against  him  three 
strong  enemies ;  that  is  to  say,  his  three  sons,  along  with  the  French  «>  hi* 
king.    But.  after  the  king,  forsooth,  had  gone  a  pilgrimage  to  the  p 
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Rickardi.  martyr's  tomb,  barefoot,  William,  king  of  Scots,  and  the  earls  of 
A  j)    Cliester  and  Leicester,  were  taken  at  Alnwick. 

1189.  In  the  five  and  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign,  being  in  the  castle  of 
Thedcath  Cliinon,  in  Normandy,  he  died ;  at  whose  death  those  who  were 
or  Henry  present  were  so  greedy  of  the  spoil,  that  they  left  the  body  of  the 
Icing  naked,  and  not  so  much  could  be  found  as  a  cloth  to  cover  it, 
till  a  page,  coming  in,  and  seeing  the  king  lying  so  ignominiously, 
threw  his  cloak  upon  him  ;  wherein,  saith  the  author,  was  verified  the 
surname  which  from  his  youth  he  bare,  being  called  Henry  Court 
Mantil. 


RICHARD  THE  FIRST.' 


A. D.      ^N  tne  year  above  recited,  which  was  a.d.  1189,  King  Richard, 
1189.  the  eldest  son  of  Henry  II.,  succeeding  his  father,  entered  upon  his 
crown ;  at  which  time  Pope  Clement  sat  at  Rome,  succeeding  Gre- 
gory, who  died  a  little  before  with  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  the  holy 
cross. 

No  jew  During  the  time  of  his  coronation,  it  befel,  that  notwithstanding 
rhtpiffn  *ne  king,  the  day  before  his  coronation,  by  public  edict  commanded 

durihn"rch  bot^  tne  ^ews'3  aU(1  tneir  not  to  presume  to  enter  either  the 

Bd&tt  church  or  his  palace,  during  the  solemnization  of  his  coronation, 
uon."*  amongst  his  nobles  and  barons ;  yet,  while  the  king  was  at  dinner,  the 
chieftain  of  the  Jews,  with  divers  others  of  his  Jewish  affinity  and 
superstitious  sect,  against  the  king's  prohibition,  together  with  other 
press,  entered  the  court  gates,  whereat  a  christian  man  being 
offended,  struck  one  of  them  with  his  hand  or  fist,  and  bid  him  stand 
further  from  the  court  gate,  as  the  king  had  given  commandment ; 
whose  example  others  also  following,  being  displeased  with  the  Jews, 
offered  them  the  like  contumely.  Others  also,  supposing  that  the 
king  had  so  commanded  indeed,  as  using  the  authority  of  the  king, 
fell  upon  all  the  Jews  that  stood  by  without  the  court  gate.  And 
first  they  beat  them  with  tlicir  fists,  but  afterwards  they  took  up 
stones  and  such  other  things  as  they  could  get,  and  threw  at  them. 
And  thus  driving  them  from  the  court  gates,  some  of  them  they 
wounded,  some  they  slew,  and  some  they  left  for  dead. 
a  Jew  There  was  amongst  this  number  of  the  Jews  one  called '  the  blessed 
lear  bap-  Jew  of  York,"  who  was  so  sorely  wounded  and  beaten  with  the  rest, 
that,  for  fear  of  his  life,  he  said  he  would  become  a  Christian,  and 
was  indeed  baptized  of  William,  the  prior  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
of  York ;  whereby  he  escaped  the  great  peril  of  death  he  was  in, 
and  the  persecutors''  hands.  In  the  mean  while  there  was  a  great 
rumour  spread  throughout  the  whole  city  of  London,  that  the  king 
had  commanded  to  destroy  all  the  Jews.  Whereupon,  as  well  the 
citizens,  as  innumerable  people  more,  being  assembled  to  see  the 
king's  coronation,  armed  themselves  and  came  together.  The  Jews 
The  jewi  thus  being  for  the  most  part  slain,  the  rest  fled  into  their  houses, 
don  where  for  a  time,  through  the  strong  and  sure  building  of  them,  they 

(M  Edition  IMS,  p.  70.    Ed.  1583,  p.  234.    Ed.  1597,  p.  213.    Ed.  16*4,  rol.  I.  p.  2CS — Ed. 
(I)  The  atrocillr*  against  the  unfortunate  Jew*  here  recorded,  are  fully  related  in  Walter 
Hemingford,  Gale  Script,  vol,  It  pp.  Si4-"5I8.-Ei.. 
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were  defended.  But  at  length  their  houses  were  set  on  fire,  and  they  auhardi. 
destroyed  therein.  ~A~D~ 

These  things  being  declared  to  the  king,  whilst  he  with  his  nobles  \\89. 

and  barons  were  at  dinner,  he  sendcth  immediately  Ranulfe  de  Glan-  

vile,  the  lord  high  steward  of  England,  with  divers  other  noblemen 
to  accompany  him,  that  they  might  stay  and  restrain  these  so  bold 
enterprises  of  the  Londoners :  but  all  was  in  vain,  for  in  this  so  great 
a  tumult,  none  there  was  that  either  regarded  what  the  nobility  said,  Tbeim«u 
or  else  any  whit  reverenced  their  personages,  but  rather  with  stem  thc^w- 
looks  and  threatening  words,  advised  them,  and  that  quickly,  to  depart,  ^{J^ 
Whereupon  they,  with  good  deliberation,  thinking  it  the  best  so  to  do, 
departed ;  the  tumult  and  insurrection  continuing  till  the  next  day. 
At  that  time  also  the  king,  sending  certain  of  his  officers  into  the 
city,  gave  them  in  commandment  to  apprehend  and  present  some, 
such  as  were  the  chief  of  the  malefactors:  of  whom  three  were 
condemned  to  be  hanged,  and  so  were ;  the  one,  for  that  he  had  robbed 
a  Christians  house  in  this  tumult ;  and  the  other  two,  for  that  they 
fired  the  houses,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  city.   After  this,  the  king 
sent  for  him  who  from  a  Jew  was  converted  to  Christianity,  and  in 
the  presence  of  those  who  saw  where  he  was  baptized,  the  king  asked 
him  whether  he  was  become  a  Christian  or  not  ?    He  answering  the 
king,  said,  No,  but  to  the  intent  that  he  might  escape  death,  he  pro- 
mised to  do  whatsoever  the  Christians  would  have  him.    Then  the 
king  asked  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  other  archbishops  and  bishops 
being  present,  what  were  best  to  be  done  with  him  ?    Who  unad-  An  unad- 
visedly answering,  said,  "  If  he  will  not  be  a  man  of  God,  let  him  JJJJJ*^1" 
be  a  man  of  the  devil and  so  revolted  he  again  to  Judaism.  £2?" 

Then  the  king  sent  his  writs  to  the  sheriffs  of  every  county,  to  *  °P' 
inquire  for  the  authors  and  stirrers  of  this  outrage ;  of  whom  three 
were  hanged,  divers  were  imprisoned.    So  great  was  then  the  hatred 
of  Englishmen  against  the  Jews,  that  as  soon  as  ihey  began  to  be 
repulsed  in  the  court,  the  Londoners  taking  example  thereof,  fell 
upon  them,  set  their  houses  on  fire,  and  spoiled  their  goods.  The 
country  again,  following  the  example  of  tne  Londoners,  scmblably 
did  the  like.    And  thus  the  year,  which  the  Jews  took  to  be  their 
jubilee,  was  to  them  a  year  of  confusion  ;  insomuch,  that  in  the  city 
of  York,  the  Jews  obtaining  the  occupying  of  a  certain  castle  for 
their  preservation,  and  afterwards  not  being  willing  to  restore  it  to  the 
Christians  again,  when  they  saw  no  other  remedy,  but  by  force  to  be 
vanquished,  first  they  offered  much  money  for  their  lives ;  when  that 
would  not  be  taken,  by  the  counsel  of  an  old  Jew  amongst  them,  Amber* 
every  one,  with  a  sharp  razor,  cut  another's  throat,  whereby  a  thou-  deserved 
sand  and  five  hundred  of  them  were  at  that  time  destroyed.   Neither  uonSthe 
was  this  plague  of  theirs  undeserved ;  for  every  year  commonly  their 
custom  was,  to  get  some  christian  man's  child  from  the  parents,  and 
on  Good  Friday  to  crucify  him,  in  despite  of  our  religion.1 

King  Richard,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  coming  unto  remem- 
brance of  himself,  and  of  his  rebellion  against  his  father,  sought  for 
absolution  of  his  trespass ;  and,  in  part  of  satisfaction  for  the  same, 
agreed  with  Philip,  the  French  king,  about  Easter  next  ensuing,  to 
take  his  voyage  with  him  for  the  recovery  of  Christ's  patrimony, 

'!)  Ex  Chron.  Wettm.  eul  Initium,  "  Mnw  cum  Atcaaio,"  *c. 
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Henri,  tliat  he  had  done),  he  offered  there  full  satisfaction  to  God  and 
the  church,  as  became  any  faithful  christian  man  to  do ;  requiring, 


A.D.  moreover,  there,  before  the  legate,  to  be  examined  of  his  faith. 
1226,  But  all  this,  saith  Matthew  Paris,  the  legate  despised ;  neither 
~  could  the  catholic  earl,  saith  he,  there  find  any  grace,  unless  he 
would  depart  from  his  heritage,  both  for  himself,  and  for  his  heirs 
for  ever.  In  fine,  when  it  was  required,  on  the  contrary  part,  that 
he  should  stand  to  the  arbitremcnt  of  twelve  peers  of  France,  Rei- 
mund  answered,  that  if  the  French  king  would  receive  his  homage, 
which  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  exhibit,  he  was  contented  there- 
with. For,  otherwise,  they  would  not,  said  he,  take  him  as  one 
of  their  society  and  fellow-subjects. 

After  much  altercation  on  both  sides  about  the  matter,  the  legate 
willcth  every  archbishop  to  call  aside  his  suffragans  to  deliberate  with 
them  upon  the  cause,  and  to  give  up  in  writing  what  was  concluded. 
This  being  done  accordingly,  the  legate  denounce th  excommunica- 
tion on  all  such  as  did  reveal  any  piece  of  that  which  was  there 
concluded,  before  the  pope  and  the  king  had  intelligence  thereof. 

These  things,  thus  in  hudder  mutter  among  themselves,  concluded, 
the  legate  gave  leave  to  all  proctors  of  covents  and  chapters  to  return 
home,  only  retaining  with  him  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and  abbots, 
and  certain  simple  prelates,  such  as  he  might  be  more  bold  withal,  to 
open,  and  of  them  to  obtain,  the  other  part  of  his  commission ;  which 
was,  indeed,  to  obtain  of  every  cathedral  church  two  prebendships, — 
one  for  the  bishop,  the  other  for  the  chapter.    In  monasteries  also, 
after  the  like  sort,  where  the  abbot  and  covent  had  divers  and  several 
portions,  to  require  two  churches;   one  for  the  abbot,  the  other 
for  the  covent ;  keeping  this  proportion,  that  how  much  should 
suffice  for  the  living  of  one  monk,  so  much  the  whole  covent  should 
find  for  their  part,  and  as  much  the  abbot  likewise  for  his.  And, 
forasmuch  as  he  would  not  seem  to  demand  this  without  some  colour 
of  cause,  his  reason  was  this :  that  because  the  court  of  Rome  had 
long  been  blotted  with  the  note  of  avarice,  who  is  mother  of  all 
evil,  for  that  no  man  could  come  to  Rome  for  any  business,  but  he 
must  pay  for  the  expedition  of  the  same  ;  therefore,  for  the  removing 
away  of  the  occasion  of  that  slander,  the  public  help  of  the  church 
must  necessarily  be  required. 
M«rk,        The  proctors  and  parties  thus  sent  home  by  the  legates,  marvelling 
SfS^  with  themselves  why  the  bishops  and  abbots  should  be  staid,  and 
tkeof     they  sent  home,  and  suspecting  no  less  than  as  the  matter  was 
Cray'*  indeed,  conferred  their  counsels  together,  and  devised  with  them- 
u*m'°*  selves  to  send  certain  unto  him  in  the  behalf  of  all  the  cathedral 
and  conventual  churches  in  France;  and  sent  to  the  said  legate 
this  message,  to  signify  to  him,  that  they  were  credibly  informed  he 
came  with  special  letters  from  the  court  of  Rome  for  the  obtaining 
of  certain  prebendaries  in  every  cathedral  and  conventual  church ; 
which  being  so,  they  much  marvelled  that  he  would  not  in  the 
The      public  council  make  manifest  to  them  those  letters  which  specially 
France"'  concerned  them,  as  much  as  the  others.    Wherefore,  their  request 
"ngT'Vhe  was  to  ^m  m  tnc  Lord, tnat  no  8ucn  offensive  matter  might  arise 
'  by  him  in  the  French  church ;   knowing  this,  that  the  thing  he 
enterprised  could  not  be  brought  to  effect  without  great  offence 
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the  cathedral  church,  having  with  him  Hammon  the  chanter,  with 
divers  other  canons  of  the  church.  The  archbishop  tarrying  something  A  j) 
long,  belike  in  adorning  and  attiring  himself,  in  the  mean  while  Henry  1  iyo. 
the  dean,  and  Bucard  the  treasurer,  disdaining  to  tarry  his  coming,  HenrT 


dran  of 


again. 
ie  trca- 


with  a  bold  courage  lustily  began  their  holy  evensong,with  singing  their  *'ort 
psalms,  ruffling  of  descant,  and  merry  piping  of  organs.    Thus,  this  Bucard, 
catholic  evensong,  with  as  much  devotion  begun,  as  God's  high  service  rJccTooT 
proceeding,  was  now  almost  half  complete,  when,  at  length  (they  JJJ^jjjjE 
being  in  the  midst  of  their  mirth)  in  cometh  the  newly  elect  with  his 
train  and  guardians,1  all  full  of  wrath  and  indignation,  for  that  they  5^,°^ 
durst  be  so  bold,  not  waiting  for  him,  to  begin  God's  service,  and  so  and  tre»- 
eftsoons  commanded  the  choir  to  stay  and  hold  their  peace.    The  would  not 
chanter  likewise,  whose  name  was  Hammon,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  "eHUng 
commandeth  the  same.    But  the  dean  and  treasurer,  on  the  other 
side,  willed  them  to  proceed ;  and  so  they  sung  on,  and  would 
not  stint.    Thus,  the  one  half  crying  against  the  other,  the  whole 
choir  was  in  a  roar,  their  singing  was  turned  to  scolding,  their  chant-  mrnl 
ing  to  chiding ;  and  if,  instead  of  the  organs,  they  had  had  a  drum,  I 
doubt  they  would  have  4  sol-fa-ed'  by  the  ears  together. 

At  last,  through  the  authority  of  the  archbishop,  and  of  the The 

*      •         •*  bishop  be- 

chanter,  the  choir  began  to  surcease  and  give  silence.    Then  the  gWth 
newly  elect,  not  contented  with  what  had  been  sung  before,  with  BTen,on| 
certain  of  the  choir,  began  the  evensong  over  again.   *Thc  treasurer  i 
not  thinking  to  take  such  a  foil,  caused  all  the  tapers  and  candles  to 
be  put  out,  and  so  their  unhappy  evensong  was  ceased  again.2*  For,  a 
like  as  without  the  light  and  beams  of  the  sun,  there  is  nothing  but  Tb» 
darkness  in  all  the  world,  even  so  you  must  understand  the  pope's  chuVh 
church  can  see  to  do  nothing,  *and  that  the  popish  evensong  is  blind, 
without  candlelight,  yea,  though  the  sun  should  shine  in  the  choir  ^j}^1 
never  so  clear  and  bright ;  by  reason  whereof  they  went  away  even-  light." 
songless,  and  so  left  their  God  in  the  church,  that  night,  unserved.* 
This  being  so,  the  archbishop,  thus  disappointed  on  every  side  of  his  !*• 
purpose,  made  a  grievous  plaint,  declaring  to  the  clergy  and  to  the  VoTk.u" 
people  what  the  dean  and  treasurer  had  done ;  and  so  upon  the  same,  £^'d 
suspended  both  them  and  the  church  from  all  divine  service,  till  they  •*"•**• 
should  make  to  him  due  satisfaction  for  their  trespass. 

•Where  note,  by  the  way,  good  reader,  that  cither  the  singing  of 
the  popish  service  doth  little  serve  to  God's  honour,  or  else  how  could 
this  archbishop  be  so  injurious  to  God,  to  stop  him  of  his  honour 
because  they  had  dishonoured  him  ?  But  to  the  purpose  again.* 

The  next  day,  which  was  the  day  of  Epiphany,  when  all  the  people 
of  the  city  were  assembled  in  the  cathedral  church,  as  their  manner 
was  (namely,  in  such  feasts),  devoutly  to  hear  divine  service,  as  they 
call  it,  of  the  church,  there  were  also  present  the  archbishop  and  the 
chanter,  with  the  residue  of  the  clergy,  looking  when  the  dean  and  uiim. 
treasurer  would  come  and  submit  themselves,  making  satisfaction  *^'lrud^ 
for  their  crime.    But  they,  still  continuing  in  their  stoutness,  refused  gj 
so  to  do,  exclaiming  and  uttering  contemptuous  words  against  the  bun^. 
archbishop  and  his  partakers.    When  the  people  heard  this,  they  in  ^ 
a  great  rage  would  have  fallen  upon  them  ;  but  the  archbishop  would  gJJ^i 


(l)'"  Garderian,"  one  who  collect*  the  tplTltualitiei  of  a  I 
(I)  Forthia  pusage,  with  the  two  lucceeding  one,  tee  Ed.  1 
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Mckar  i  not  suffer  that.    The  dean  then  and  his  fellows,  perceiving  the  stir  of 
A  j)  .  the  people,  for  fear,  like  pretty  men,  were  fain  to  flee,  some  to 
1  Im!  the  tomb  of  St.  William  of  York  ;  some  ran  unto  the  dean's  house, 
"  and  there  shrouded  themselves,  whom  the  archbishop  then  accursed. 
And  so,  for  that  day,  the  people  returned  home  without  any  service.1 
jjjM        After  this  time  King  Kichard,  preparing  to  set  all  things  in  order 
pre^eth  before  his  going,  committed  the  whole  government  of  the  realm 
{olmiey.  principally  to  William,  bishop  of  Ely,  his  chancellor,  and  to  Hugh, 
bishop  of  Durham,  whom  he  ordained  to  be  the  chief  justice  of  all 
me  chief  England  in  his  absence ;  the  one  to  have  the  custody  of  the  Tower, 
ofVhT"  w'tn  tnc  oversight  of  all  other  parts  of  the  land  on  this  side  of 
tbekbrf  dumber ;  the  other,  who  was  the  bishop  of  Durham,  to  have  charge 
tiLnioe.  over  all  other  his  dominions  beyond  Humber,  sending,  moreover, 
unto  Pope  Clement,  in  the  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  William,  bishop 
of  Ely,  that  he  might  be  made  the  pope's  legate  through  all  England 
and  Scotland,  which  also  was  obtained.    Thus  the  bishop  being  ad- 
vanced in  high  authority,  to  furnish  the  king  towards  his  setting 
forth,  provideth  out  of  every  city  in  England  two  palfreys,  and  two 
sumpters,  and  also  out  of  every  abbey  one  palfrey  and  one  sumptcr. 

These  things  and  others  thus  set  in  a  stay,  the  king,  according  to 
his  former  appointment,  about  the  time  of  Easter,  sailed  to  France, 
where  the  French  king  and  he  conferring  together,  because  they 
could  not  make  ready  at  tliat  time  of  Easter,  concluded  to  take 
a  longer  day,  proroguing  their  voyage  till  after  Midsummer.    In  the 
mean  time,  the  king  occupying  himself  in  redressing  and  establishing 
such  things  as  further  were  to  be  ordered,  there  determined  that 
Gaufrid  and  John  his  brethren,  should  not  enter  into  England  for  three 
years  after  his  departure;  nevertheless  he  released  that  bond  afterward 
to  his  brother  John.    Then  he  appointed  the  captains  and  constables 
over  his  navy,  and  set  laws  to  be  observed  in  his  joumey  upon  the  seas ; 
but  especially  his  care  was  to  make  unity  and  concord  between 
parties  that  were  at  variance,  and  to  set  them  together  at  one. 
rv.nten-      'At  this  time  the  long  contention  began  to  be  appeased,  which  so 
tetvixt   many  years  had  continued  between  Baldwin,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
mtrh      kui7'   a°d  his  monks  of  Christchurch ;    the  discourse  whereof, 
bishop  of  although  it  be  somewhat  tedious  to  be  set  forth  at  large,  being 
buiy,  mi  enough  to  make  a  whole  tragedy,  yet  to  the  intent  the  age  now 
monkt  of  P1^111  roay  8ee  w°at  great  conflicts  and  disquictness,  upon  what 
"urch  trifl68?  have  been  stirred  up,  what  little  peace  and  unity  hath 

been  not  only  in  this  church,  but  commonly  in  all  other  churches 
under  the  pope's  catholic  regiment ;  I  thought  it  not  labour 
Areh  ill  bestowed  somewhat  to  intermeddle  in  opening  to  the  eyes  of  the 
Mabopi  reader  the  consideration  of  this  matter ;  wherein  first  is  to  be  undcr- 
burycom-  stood,  that  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury,  commonly  being  set  up 
wtrewont  the  pope,  especially  since  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  have  put  the 
thcTk  k'"**8  this  lanal  to  much  sorrow  and  trouble,  as  appearcth  by 
of  Eng**  William  Rufus  and  Lan franc,  and  also  Anselm  ;  by  Henry  I.  and 
Jj^jh  Anselm ;'  King  Stephen  and  Theobald ;  Henry  II.  and  Becket,  &c. 
■om>w.   y?or  this  the  kings  of  this  land  have  used  the  more  care  and  circum- 

(1)  Ex  retell  Chronica  manutcrlpto,  rut  Inltlum.  'Anno  gratis  n.ille«imo.  fte. 
(J)  Foxe  enter*  here  tolely  upon  Ecclesiastical  HUtory,  from  the  dayi  of  Lanfranc,  to  A.n.  1  ISO 
(3)  "  Anieltn,  who  brought  In  the  conception  of  our  Lady  to  be  hallowed, 
;  hit  king,  Henry."  Ed.  1565,  p.  SI.— Ed. 
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spection,  to  have  such  archbishops  placed  in  the  see  as  either  should  MkUril. 
stand  with  them,  or  at  the  least  should  not  be  against  them.1  ~a7d7 

Now  to  the  purpose  of  our  matter  intended.    First,  after  Lan-  1137 
franc,  who  was  archbishop  twenty  years,  the  see  standing  vacant  five  to 
years,  succeeded  Ansclm,  and  sat  seventeen  years ;  afler  whom,  the  1190, 
see  standing  vacant  four  years,  succeeded  Rodulph,  and  continued  orflnctn, 
nine  years ;  then  followed  William,  who  sat  twelve  years,  and  died  n*ion. 
a.d.  1137 ;  after  whom  came  Theobald,  in  the  time  of  King  Stephen. 
This  Theobald,  being  no  great  favourer  of  the  monkish  generation, 
fell  out  with  Jcremias,  prior  of  the  house  of  Canterbury,  for  certain 
causes  between  them  ;  for  which  the  archbishop,  taking  stomach 
against  the  prior,  would  lay  the  sentence  of  interdiction  against  him. 
The  prior,  seeing  that,  to  save  himself,  made  his  appeal  to  Pope  Jeremy, 
Innocent.   The  archbishop,  provoked  the  more  by  that,  deposed  him  {££[e°f 
from  his  priorship,  and  placed  one  Walter  in  his  room.    Jercmias,  ^,^p" 
notwithstanding,  making  his  complaint  and  appeal  to  Rome,  obtained  to  Pope 
letters  from  the  pope  to  Henry  bishop  of  Winchester,  being  the  Innoc*nt- 
pope's  legate,  by  virtue  whereof,  he,  against  the  heart  of  the  arch- 
bisliop,  was  restored,  and  Walter  displaced.    Nevertheless,  the  said 
Jeremy,  not  willing  there  to  continue  with  displeasure  of  the  arch- 
bishop, shortly  after,  of  his  own  accord,  renounced  his  priory,  and 
Walter  again  was  received  in  his  stead.    Not  long  after  this  followed 
the  general  council  at  Rheims,  a.d.  1140.    To  that  council,  Theo- 
bald, contrary  to  the  commandment  of  the  king,  would  needs  resort, 
to  show  his  obedience  to  the  pope ;  wherefore,  at  his  returning  home 
again,  the  king  took  such  displeasure  with  him,  that,  within  a  while 
after,  the  archbishop  was  driven  to  void  the  realm,  and  fly  into 
France,  where  he,  by  censure  of  interdiction,  suspended  divers 
churches  and  religious  houses  which  refused  to  come  to  the  council ; 
and  also,  hearing  how  the  king  had  seized  upon  all  his  goods,  he 
interdicted  likewise  all  the  king's  land  whatsoever,  belonging  to  the 
crown :  so  that  the  king,  in  conclusion,  was  fain  to  compound  with 
him,  and  fall  to  agreement,  which  was  about  a.d.  1148.* 

After  this,  a.d.  1151,  after  the  death  of  Hugh,  abbot  ofAWro- 
St.  Austin's  in  Canterbury,  Silvester  was  elected  by  the  covent  to  ^.""^nfe 
be  their  abbot  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen.    When  this  Silvester  WgWi 
came  unto  Theobald  the  archbishop,  to  make  his  profession  of  sub-  buhop, 
jection  unto  him,  and  to  receive  of  him  consecration,  the  archbishop 

Tetter, 

was  contented,  if  that  the  abbot  would  come  to  Christchurch  in 
Canterbury,  and  there  make  his  profession.    But  to  this,  Silvester  in  tin't. 
no  case  would  yield  to  take  his  consecration  there ;  but,  in  any  other 
church,  wheresoever  the  archbishop  would,  he  was  contented.  To 
this,  when  the  archbishop  in  nowise  would  agree,  Silvester,  making  a  siiTwter 
great  bag  of  money,  went  to  Rome,  where  he  obtained  of  the  pope  STRom?. 
for  money  (for  what  cannot  money  do  at  Rome  ?)  letters  that  the 
archbishop  should  consecrate  the  abbot  in  his  own  church  of 
St.  Austin,  and  also  not  exact  of  him  any  profession  of  canonical 
subjection.    Hereupon  the  archbishop  was  compelled,  against  his 
will,  to  come  to  the  abbot's  church,  and  there,  at  the  pope's  com- 
mandment, to  consecrate  him  simply,  and  without  any  further 
profession  to  be  required. 

(1)  Kx  Chron.  GerrM.     ,  (1)  Ibid. 
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Then  Walter,  prior  of  Christchurcb  in  Canterbury,  seeing  that, 
"7  j)   and  perceiving  how  prejudicial  and  derogatory  the  example  thereof 
1137   would  be  to  the  honour  and  majesty  of  their  church,  through  counsel 
to     of  his  brethren,  went  thither ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  doors  were 
119°-  straitl  v  watched  and  kept,  yet,  by  means,  he  at  last  got  in ;  and  as  he 
™«k     saw  the  archbishop  attired  in  his  pontificalibus,  ready  to  minister 
chru*    consecration  to  the  abbot,  he  stepped  straight  to  the  archbishop,  and 
iainlt    at  once  appcaleth  him  up  to  Rome,  for  the  great  injury  wrought 
monkj  of  a8a'n8t  tne  ch^fch  of  Canterbury,  forbidding  him  in  the  name  of  him 
st.  au»-  to  whom  he  appealed,  to  proceed  any  further.    And  so  this  holy 
sHrciter  consecra^on  was  f°r  ^e  present  time  staid,  for  which  Silvester,  with 
tr'JueS  a  new  purse  of  money,  was  fain  to  travel  and  trot  again  to  Rome, 
Rome.10  where  he,  complaining  of  the  archbishop,  and  accusing  him  of  con- 
tempt of  the  pope,  in  not  executing  the  commandment  sent  down, 
obtaineth  again  new  letters  with  more  effectual  charge  to  the  aforesaid 
archbishop,  that  he,  without  any  profession,  simply  should  give  to 
Silvester  his  consecration  in  his  own  church,  "  omni  occasione  et 
appellatione  remota,"  "  all  manner  of  stay,  or  let,  or  appellation  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding."    And  so,  in  conclusion,  the  abbot, 
contrary  to  whatsoever  the  archbishop  and  all  the  monks  of  Canter- 
siivwtCT  DUry  jo,  was,  in  his  own  church,  made  abbot,  and  had  the 

crntrd     victory  for  that  time.    Notwithstanding,  the  archbishop  left  not  the 
his  own  matter  so,  but  within  five  years  after  obtained  of  Pope  Adrian,  that 
church.   Silvester  should  make  profession  of  his  obedience  to  the  archbishop, 
and  so  he  did.1 

In  a  few  years  after  this  died  King  Stephen,  a.d.  1154;  and  after 
him  Theobald,  the  archbishop,  a.d.  II"*),  after  he  had  sat  three  and 
twenty  years ;  after  whom,  through  the  instant  procurement  of  King 
Henry  II.,  was  placed  Thomas  Becket,  the  king's  chancellor, 
a.d.  1162,  of  whose  sturdy  rebellion  against  the  king,  because 
sufficient  hath  been  said  before,  it  shall  not  need  to  make  a  double 
labour  now  about  the  same. 

After  the  death  of  Becket,  much  ado  there  was  between  King 
Henry  II.  and  Odo,  prior  of  Canterbury,  about  the  election  of  a  new 
archbishop.   For  the  king  seeing  the  realm  so  oftentimes  encumbered 
by  those  popish  archbishops,  and  fearing  lest  the  monks  of  Canter- 
bury should  elect  such  another  as  would  follow  the  steps  of  Thomas 
Becket,  most  humbly,  with  cap  in  hand,  and  courtesy  of  knee,  desired 
odo,  prior  Odo  the  prior,  that  at  his  request,  and  for  contentation  of  his  mind, 
bury"1*'  mc^  a  one  roigh*  be  elected  as  he  would  appoint  (appointing  and 
naming  a  certain  bishop,  who  was  a  good  simple  man  after  the  king's 
liking) ;  but  the  prior  dissemblingly  answering  the  king  again,  that  he 
Richard,  neither  could  nor  would,  without  the  consent  of  his  covent,  give 
£>over°    promise  to  any  man;  in  fine,  contrary  to  the  king's  so  humble 
»rc?-ed    request,  he  agreed  to  the  election  of  another,  who  was  the  prior  of 
canter  °f  ^over>  called  Richard,  a.d.  1173,  and  who  continued  in  that  sec 
bury.     eleven  years. 

Another  And  here  was  renewed  again  the  like  variance  between  this  arch- 
J*JJ*™  bishop,  and  Roger,  abbot  of  the  Austin  monks  in  Canterbury,  as 
ifcw       was  before  mentioned  between  Theobald  and  Silvester;  for,  when 
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the  said  Roger,  after  his  election  to  be  abbot,  must  needs  take  his 
consecration  at  the  archbishop's  hand,  the  archbishop  would  not  ^  p 
grant  it  unto  him,  unless  he  made  profession  of  obedience,  according  1137 
to  the  ancient  custom  of  his  predecessors.    Then  Roger,  consulting  to 
with  his  monks,  at  first  refused  so  to  do ;  but  at  length  was  con-  *1<JQ- 
tented,  so  it  might  not  be  done  in  the  archbishop's  church,  but  in 
any  other  church  where  he  would,  underwriting  this  clause  withal, 
"  salvis  utriusque  ecclesia;  privilegiis ;"  that  is,  "  saving  the  privileges 
of  both  churches.""    To  this  the  archbishop  said  again,  first,  that  he 
should  make  his  due  and  canonical  profession,  and  that  he  should  not 
come  to  him  with  writing  or  underwriting,  but  should  say  in  his 
heart,  "  salve  sancta  parens,"  or  "  salve  festa  dies,"  not  "  salvis  privi- 
legiis,'" or  any  such  lite  thing.    Whereunto  when  the  Austin  monks 
in  no  case  would  consent,  nor  the  archbishop  otherwise  would  grant 
his  benediction,  Roger  the  abbot  was  lain  to  post  to  Rome,  and 
there  to  bring  the  archbishop  in  hatred  in  the  court  of  Rome,  and 
made  his  abbey  tributary  to  Pope  Alexander,    a.d.  1177. 

The  pope,  well  contented  with  this,  not  only  granteth  the  abbot  Ro_rthe 
his  desire,  but  also,  in  contumely  of  the  archbishop,  dubbeth  the  abbot 
abbot  with  all  such  ornaments  as  to  a  prelate  appertain ;  and  so,  Kb?"* 
A.n.  1178,  sent  home  the  abbot  triumphantly  with  his  ring  and  mitre,  jjjj*^ 
and  other  ensigns  of  victory,  with  fetters  also  to  the  archbishop, 
enjoining  him,  immediately  upon  the  sight  thereof,  to  consecrate  the 
abbot  in  his  own  church,  and  without  making  any  profession. 
Although  with  these  letters  the  archbishop  was  shrewdly  pressed, 
yet,  notwithstanding,  his  stout  heart  would  not  stoop  for  this ;  but 
he  laid  his  appeal  against  the  same,  and  so  the  consecration  for  that 
time  was  suspended. 

Then  Roger,  for  his  more  defence,  getting  the  king's  letters, 
travelled  up  the  second  time  to  Rome,  where  grievously  he  com- 
plained to  Pope  Alexander  of  the  archbishop.    At  the  same  time  a 
general  councd  was  summoned  to  be  kept  at  Lateran,  where  Richard  CondB. 
the  aforesaid  archbishop  was  also  looked  for  amongst  other  bishops  to  umL*u- 
be  present,  who  came  as  far  as  Paris,  but,  being  there,  durst  approach  IXjuex- 
no  further,  and  so  retired  home  again ;  whereupon  the  pope  being  Jjjj 
offended  with  his  contempt,  without  any  more  delay,  exalted  the  Roger 
abbot  with  his  own  consecration,  and  invested  him  with  all  pomp  and  jSJj*1* 
glory ;  howbeit,  providing  before  that  the  said  consecration  should 
redound  to  no  prejudice  against  the  liberties  of  the  mother  church  of 
Canterbury,  and  so,  upon  the  same,  wrote  to  the  archbishop  his 
letters  of  certificate,  with  this  addition  annexed,  "  salvo  jure  et 
dignitate  Cant,  ecclesiee :"  that  is  to  say,  "  saving  the  liberties  and 
dignities  of  the  church  of  Canterbury." 

The  council  ended,  Roger  the  abbot  retumeth  home,  although 
with  an  empty  purse,  yet  full  of  victory  and  triumph.  The  arch- 
bishop, again  thinking  to  work  some  grievance  to  the  Austin  monks, 
had  procured,  in  the  mean  time,  letters  from  Pope  Alexander  to  the 
bishop  of  Durham  and  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  that  they  should 
cause  the  said  Roger,  abbot  of  the  Austin  monks,  to  show  unto  the 
archbishop  all  the  old  privileges  of  his  house ;  which  indeed,  being 
showed,  seemed  to  be  rased  and  new  written,  with  bulls  of  lead, 
not  after  the  manner  or  style  of  that  age,  nor  pretending  any  such 
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antiquity  as  should  seem  to  reach  from  the  time  of  Austin,  but 
^  D    rather  newly  counterfeit. 

1137       All  this  notwithstanding,  the  abbot,  bearing  him  bold  upon  the 
to     pope's  favour,  ceased  not  still  to  disquiet  and  overcrow  the  archbishop 
111K)-  by  all  ways  he  could,  in  exempting  all  his  priests  and  laymen  belonging 
to  his  jurisdiction  from  the  archbishop's  obedience;  forbidding  also 
that  any  of  his  should  come  to  his  chapters  or  synods,  or  fear  any 
Richard,  sentence  of  his  curse  or  excommunication.    Whereupon  the  arch- 
buh"P,;h*  bishop,  about  the  month  of  November  the  same  year,  sailing  over  to 
the'ting  Normandy,  where  the  king  was,  thought  to  take  his  journey  to  the 
pope  to  complain  of  the  abbot ;  but  being  stayed  by  the  king,  he 
was  not  suffered  to  pass  any  further,  the  king  labouring  what  he 
The      could  to  bring  them  to  agreement.    Nevertheless  the  pope  and  his 
"  urtUJet  "  Romans,"  saith  my  story,  "  caring  more  for  gold  and  silver,  than 
m".'  2    for  justice,  still  stirred  coals  of  sedition  and  debate  between  them."1 

van  ad  co  v  *  .  t 

to  net         In  the  year  ensuing,  which  was  a.d.  1184,  died  Richard,  the 
money,    archbishop  aforesaid,  in  the  eight  and  thirtieth  year  of  King 
Henry  II.,  after  whose  decease  much  trouble  happened  about  the 
election  of  a  new  archbishop,  between  the  king  and  the  monks  of 
Monki  of  Canterbury.    And  now,  to  enter  here  into  the  story  of  Baldwin, 
bury  Vent  above  mentioned :  first,  the  king  sent  to  the  monks,  that  they  should 
nwy  ii.  consider  with  themselves  about  the  election  of  their  archbishop, 
ch^oiiag  an^  ^  mub  against  the  time  that  he  would  send  for  them  to  the 
thru      court.    Upon  this  the  covent,  gladly  assembling  together,  agreed  in 
buhop.    themselves  upon  one,  whom  they  thought  chiefly  to  prefer;  yet 
naming  four  more,  that  if  the  king  should  refuse  one,  the  other  yet 
might  stand.    Now  the  practice  of  the  monks  was,  first,  to  keep 
the  election  in  their  own  hands  only,  as  much  as  they  could.  And 
secondly,  ever  to  give  the  election  either  to  some  prior  or  monk  of 
their  own  house,  or  to  some  abbot  or  bishop  who  sometimes  had 
been  of  their  companv ;  whereby,  as  much  inconvenience  and  blind 
superstition  was  bred  in  the  church  of  England,  so  the  same  disliked 
both  the  king  and  the  bishops  not  a  little, 
sent  for      As  this  past  on,  King  Henry  II.,  when  he  saw  his  time,  willed 
king  ■    the  monks  of  Canterbury  to  be  cited  or  sent  for,  to  understand  what 
M-coud    they  had  concluded  in  their  election.    Whereupon  the  monks  sent 
up  their  prior,  called  Alanus,  with  certain  other  monks,  to  Reading, 
where  the  king  then  lay,  about  the  month  of  August ;  who  at  first 
were  courteously  entertained,  but,  after  the  king  had  intelligence 
M-hom  they  had  nominated  and  elected,  they  were  sent  home  again 
The  king  with  cold  cheer ;  the  king  willing  them  to  pray  better,  and  to  advise 
offended  more  earnestly  upon  the  matter  amongst  themselves.    Alanus,  the 
Artnr'  ud  P"or»  w'tn  hi*  fellows,  thus  departed ;  who  coming  home,  in  conclu- 
with'the  sion,  so  concluded  amongst  themselves,  that  they  would  remit  no  jot 
raonkTof  °f  their  liberties  to  the  king,  without  the  pope's  consent  and  know- 
bu^1"'   ^e<%e*    The  king  understanding  hereof,  sent  nis  ambassadors  likewise 
to  the  pope,  for  the  fortifying  of  his  cause,  being  in  the  mean  time 
grievously  offended  with  the  prior,  saying,  that  he  was  proud,  and 
would  make  archbishop  whom  he  listed,  and  would  be  the  second 
pope  in  England,  &c. 
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Not  long  after  this,  as  these  letters  were  sent  up  to  Rome,  the  Md*r*i. 
king  sent  for  Alanus,  the  prior,  and  more  of  the  monks,  to  come  to  A  D. 
him;  whom  he  entreateth,  desiring  them  in  gentle  speech  that  they  1137 
would  show  as  much  gentleness  and  favour  to  him  being  their  lord  to 
and  king  (as  bccometh  his  friends  and  subjects  to  do),  as  to  confer  *190, 
with  the  bishops  of  the  realm  about  this  matter,  and  to  take  some 
better  counsel,  such  as  might  redound  to  God's  glory,  his  honour, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  public  state,  with  other  like  words  to  the  same 
effect ;  to  whom  when  the  prior  had  answered  again,  with  thanks  Bliho 
and  due  reverence,  according  to  the  king's  request,  the  bishops  and  of  Eng. 
monks  went  to  confer  together  about  the  matter.    And  first,  the  ISl  to 
bishops  marvelled  why  the  monks  should  exclude  them  out  of  the  Srtg 
election,  seeing  they  were  professed  and  suffragans  to  the  said  church  «!** 
of  Canterbury ;  "  Neither  is  there  any  prince,""  quoth  the  bishop  of  the»rch- 
Bath,  "  that'will  refuse  our  counsel."'  44  There  be  some  counsels,"  cwter- 
said  the  monks,  "  whereat  you  mav  be  called ;  but  as  touching  the 
doing  of  this  election,  it  pertaineth  not  unto  you  further  than  to 
publish  only,  and  denounce  the  party  whom  we  have  chosen."  The 
bishop  of  London  then  asked  if  they  had  already  made  an  election  ? 
"  No  election,''1  said  the  prior,  M  as  yet,  but  only  we  have  denomi- 
nated the  persons."    M  Then  have  ye  proceeded  further,"  quoth  he, 
"  than  ye  ought,  having  commandment  from  the  pope  not  to  proceed 
without  us."    And  with  that  was  brought  forth  the  pope's  letter, 
commanding  that  within  forty  days  the  bishops  of  England,  and  the 

?>rior  and  covent  of  Canterbury,  should  elect  an  able  and  fit  person 
or  their  archbishop.  About  the  scanning  of  these  letters  was  much 
ado.  The  bishops  said,  they  were  first  named,  and  therefore  ought 
to  have  most  interest  in  this  election.  The  monks  said  again,  that 
they  also  were  not  excluded,  and  required  to  have  a  transcript  of  the 
letter,  whereof  much  doubt  was  made. 

After  long  concertation,  when  they  could  not  agree,  the  king,  r. 
coming  between  them  both,  called  away  the  bishops  from  the  monks;  Henryii 
supposing,  by  separating  the  one  from  the  other,  to  draw  both  parties  ££th  tb« 
to  his  sentence.    But  that  would  not  be ;  for  the  monks,  stiffly  {^{j0^, 
standing  to  their  liberties,  would  lose  no  pre-eminence  of  their  church,  monk*, 
still  alleging  how,  by  the  ancient  privileges  of  the  church  of  Canter- 
bury,  the  covent  should  choose  their  pastor  and  bishop,  and  the  prior  J^u£*' 
was  but  to  publish  and  denounce  the  person.    The  bishops  again  hJmm 
replied,  M  That  it  was  their  right  to  appoint  their  archbishop  and  church, 
metropolitan,  who  were  bishops  and  suffragans;  and  namely,  the 
bishop  of  London,  also  being  dean  of  the  said  church  of  Canterbury." 
The  king  then,  as  umpire  between  them,  yet  favouring  rather  the 
side  of  the  bishops,  desired  them  to  agree  together  in  peace.  When 
that  would  not  prevail,  he  set  the  lord  steward,  and  other  noblemen, 
to  entreat  the  prior  to  draw  to  some  agreement;  at  least  to  be 
contented  with  this  form  of  election,  which  was,  that  the  bishop  of 
London,  or  some  other  bishop,  should  declare  the  election  in  these 
words : — 

M  We  bishops,  and  the  prior  and  covent  of  Christ's  church,  in  ^  form 
Canterbury,  with  the  assent  of  our  lord  the  king,  do  choose  such  a  ofeiecuon 
person  to  be  archbishop,"  &c.    Or  else  thus,  that  the  prior  should  "['J^. 
pronounce  the  election  in  these  words,  saying :  "  The  bishops  of  •hop- 
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Mekanii.  England,  and  I  prior,  and  the  covent  of  Canterbury,  with  the 
A.  D.  °f  our  l°rd       king,  do  choose  such  a  person,""  &c. 
1137       U  pon  this,  the  prior  said  he  would  convent  with  his  covent.  The 
to     latter,  with  much  ado,  were  content  to  yield  to  the  king's  desire ;  but 
afterward,  being  required  to  put  down  the  same  in  writing,  that  they 

Th!»p»b»nd  refused  to  do ;  yet  notwithstanding,  relented  at  last  to  the  king. 

3r  But  when  the  bishops  made  excuses  for  the  absence  of  their  fellow 
not  bishops,  the  matter  for  that  time  staid  ;  and  the  king,  sending  home 

fbTnUitorhc  tne  monks  again  to  their  house  in  peace,  deferred  that  business  to 

election,  a  further  day,  which  was  till  the  first  day  of  December ;  command- 
ing the  prior  with  his  fellows  the  same  day  not  to  fail,  but  to  be  at 

tion  of  ;"  London  about  the  choosing  of  the  archbishop,    a.d.  1184. 

USJjJj.     As  the  day  prefixed  came,  the  prior  with  his  company  were  also 

fcrred.  present ;  who,  giving  attendance  all  that  day,  and  also  the  day 
following,  were  thus  driven  off  till  the  third  day  after.  At  length 
the  lord  steward,  with  other  nobles  of  the  realm,  were  sent  to  them 
from  the  king,  to  declare,  that  whereas  the  king  before  had  divided 
the  bishops  from  the  monks,  that  they  both  might  have  their  election 
by  themselves,  after  the  form  of  a  bill  which  was  put  down  in  writing: 
now,  the  mind  of  the  king  was,  that  the  monks,  taking  another  way, 
should  join  with  the  bishops,  and  so,  having  the  matter  in  talk 
together,  should  proceed  jointly  in  the  election. 

Against  this,  many  things  were  alleged  by  the  prior  and  his  mates, 
complaining  much  of  the  bishops,  who  said,  that  the  bishops  had  ever 
holden  with  the  kings,  against  the  liberties  of  their  church  and  arch- 
bishops. As  first,  they  stood  against  Anselm  for  King  William ; 
then  against  Theobald  for  King  Stephen  ;  after  that  against  Becket 
for  King  Henry  ;  and  after  him,  did  supplant  the  election  of  Richard, 
their  archbishop ;  and  now  again,  went  about  to  practise  and  work 
against  this  their  election  present.  At  last,  the  prior  with  his  fellows 
concluding,  desired  they  might  speak  with  the  king  himself ;  who, 
presently  coming  unto  them,  willed  them  as  good  men  to  be  con- 
tented, and  go  talk  with  the  bishops  about  the  election,  promising, 
that  whom  they  agreed  upon,  he  also  would  grant  his  assent  unto 
the  same.  To  whom,  when  the  prior  again  had  objected  the  writings 
that  before  were  made ;  "  True  it  is,'"  said  the  king,  "  such  writings 
were  made,  but  I  neither  may  nor  will  go  against  the  council 
of  my  realm ;  and  therefore  agrec,r>  said  he,  "  with  my  bishops  and 
abbots,  and  remember  that  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
God." 

The  Upon  this  the  prior  with  his  monks,  seeing  no  other  remedy,  went 
Suiter- °*  to  the  bishops  to  confer,  according  to  the  king's  request,  about  the 
£j[2^°m-  election  ;  who  then  were  willed  by  the  bishops  to  nominate  whom 
aeaiiut  they  would,  and  the  bishops  would  likewise  name  theirs.  So,  when 
to"joinilU  the  prior  with  his  accomplices  had  named  three,  after  their  choosing, 
buho^!  the  bishops  said  they  would  nominate  but  one ;  and  so  did,  who 
ir  'iec8  was  *ne  bishop  of  Worcester ;  willing  the  prior  to  go  home,  and 
tioVof  to  confer  with  his  covent  about  the  same,  to  whom,  shortly  after, 
the  bishops  sent  certain  priests,  to  signify  to  the  covent,  that  they,  ac- 
cording to  the  pope's  letters,  should  repair  to  the  bishops  concerning 
the  election  of  the  archbishop ;  and  to  declare,  moreover,  to  them, 
that  the  persons  whom  they  had  named  were  good  men,  but  that 
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he  whom  they  had  nominated  was  a  more  worthy  man,  whom  they  — 


chard  I. 


both  had  nominated,  and  also  would  elect.    The  monks,  marvel-  A.  D. 
ling  hereat,  sent  two  monks  with  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  l™7 
to  the  king.  .  .  1190. 

This  done,  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  priests,  the  bishops  jr— j — 
caused  all  the  bells  of  the  city  to  be  rung,  and  '  Te  Deum'  to  be  sung  ahops 
for  the  archbishop  newly  elect ;  and  when  the  two  monks  brought  thef'eiec- 
tidings  to  the  covcnt  at  Canterbury  of  what  was  done  at  London,  they  tuT.ui,h" 
were  all  in  a  marvellous  dump.    The  king  hearing  this,  and  pcrcciv-  monk*  of 
ing  the  stiffness  of  the  monks,  in  all  haste  sent  messengers  to  Canter-  £l?y?r* 
bury,  with  gentle  words,  to  will  the  prior  to  come  to  the  king,  and 
certify  him  of  the  purpose  of  his  monks.    Unto  whom  the  prior, 
soon  coming,  declareth  in  the  name  of  the  whole  covent,  that  m  no  Condi 
case  he  nor  the  monks  would  ever,  while  the  world  stood,  agree  to  that  tionn  pre- 
election of  the  bishops,  unless  the  king,  in  his  own  person,  would  uie  king* 
come  to  Canterbury,  and  there  openly,  before  the  whole  covent,  J^jjj  of 
would  protest,  by  liis  own  mouth,  the  aforesaid  election  to  be  nought  {j*nterfor 
and  void ;  and  so  returning  to  London  again,  would  likewise  openly,  th*mtffl< 
before  the  clergy  and  people,  repudiate  and  reject  the  same :  and,  u'e^rcif- 
furthermore,  that  the  party  also  elected  should  openly,  in  the  same  JJJJ^ 
place,  protest  and  say,  that  he  neither  would  nor  ought  to  take  that  the  w- 
function  upon  him,  unless  he  entered  with  the  consent  of  the  prior  ,hop"' 
and  covent  of  Canterbury ;  and  that  all  this  should  be  done  in 
the  same  place  where  the  bishops  had  made  their  election  before ; 
and  so,  peradventure,  said  they,  at  the  king's  so  earnest  suit  and 
request,  they  would  gratify  his  will,  and  ratify  the  said  election  with 
the  voices  of  their  consent.    To  make  the  story  short,  after  great 
hold  between  the  secular  clergy  on  the  one  side,  and  the  regular 
order  on  the  other  side,  and  after  the  king's  indignation  against  the 
prior,  and  the  swooning  of  the  prior  before  the  king,  at  length  the 
king  to  take  up  the  matter,  and  to  save  the  priors  life,  was  fain 
to  perform  in  his  own  person  all  those  conditions  above  prescribed 
by  the  monks.1  a.d.  1184.  B*Mwia 
And  thus  have  ye  heard  the  tragical  election  of  the  bishop  of  Wo^,or 
Worcester,  named  Baldwin,  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury.    Now  £rcehl£le<1 
what  a  troublesome  time  the  said  Baldwin  had  with  the  monks  in  »»k>p  or 
governing  the  church  of  Canterbury,  here  followeth  likewise  not  b!^T" 
unworthy  to  be  considered. 


THE  TROUBLES  BETWEEN  BALDWIN,  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTER- 
BURY, AND  THE  MONKS  OF  THE  SAME  CHURCH. 

In  the  first  year  the  archbishop  showed  himself  friendly  and  loving  A.  D. 
to  the  monks;  the  vcar  following  he  began  to  appear  somewhat 
rough  unto  them.  The  manner  then  was  of  the  house  of  Christ-  ..^ 
church,  toward  the  time  of  the  Nativity  and  of  Easter,  to  receive 
certain  presents  or  gifts  of  their  farmers  or  tenants,  which  the  cellarer 
should  take  and  lay  up.  Those  presents  the  archbishop  began  first 
to  intercept  from  the  monks,  and  to  bestow  them  upon  his  secular 
clerks.    After  this  he  took  three  churches  or  benefices,  which  the 


tl)  E*  Gerra*.  IM.  100 


Digitized  by  Google 


288  CONTENTION  BETWEEN  THE  MONKS  AND  THEIR  ARCHBISHOP. 

Rukardi.  monkg  claimed  as  proper  to  themselves,  and  placed  in  them  three  of 
A.D.  his  chaplains.  After  this  he  encroacheth  to  his  hands  certain  tene- 
1084  ments,  revenues  and  victuals,  belonging  before  to  the  monks,  as  they 
said,  and  committed  the  custody  thereof  to  certain  of  his  own  clerks 

— — —  and  household  servants. 

moniu  of  The  monks,  who  had  borne  so  much  with  the  archbishop  before, 
bu^"p-  seeing  this,  could  forbear  with  him  no  longer,  but  needs  would  make 
iff**  their  appeal  against  him.  The  archbishop,  not  much  regarding  that, 
Kjainut  waxed  thereby  the  more  fierce  against  them,  insomuch  that  such  farms 
Hdtu>  and  tenements  as  he  before  had  let  alone,  he  now  received  to  his  own 
!u£nd-  occupying,  with  many  other  grievances  wherewith  he  greatly  vexed 

K«m  tne  mon^8'  80  tnat  thrcc  abbots  were  *ain  t0  001116  and  reconcile  the 
the  arch-  archbishop  and  the  monks;  which  reconciliation  was  this,  that  the 
andhthc   monks  should  let  fall  their  appeal,  and  the  archbishop  should  restore 
whichdid  again  t°  them  their  farms  and  tenements.    But  as  touching  the 
not  hold  benefices  and  the  presents,  the  archbishop  still  kept  them  in  his 
,ong'      hands  for  a  further  trial  of  their  obedience  and  patience.  Neverthe- 
less, some  there  were  of  the  ancient  monks  wno  in  no  case  would 
give  over  the  aforesaid  appeal,  before  the  archbishop  made  a  full  resti- 
tution of  all  together. 
Th«  After  this  agreement,  such  as  it  was,  between  the  monks  and  him, 

thopbl*  the  archbishop  soon  after  sent  up  to  Rome  one  of  his  chaplains, 
wndeth  unto  whom  he  had  given  one  of  the  benefices  aforementioned,  parti 


V 


pope.     for  confirmation  of  nis  benefice,  partly  also  to  obtain  license  for  the 
archbishop  to  build  a  church,  which  he  intended  to  erect,  of  secular 
priests  near  unto  the  town  of  Canterbury.    Which  being  obtained  of 
™h»i-    the  pope,  the  archbishop,  not  a  little  glad  thereof,  began  now  more 
«hP»bout  anc*  morc  t0  wax  ^erce  against  the  monks,  not  only  in  taking  from 
to  piuck  them  their  churches  and  oblations,  but  also  in  aggravating  the  whole 
pride  of  *  state  of  their  house,  which  he  intended  cither  to  subvert  or  greatly  to 
monki.   diminish,  to  pluck  down  the  pride  and  stubbornness  of  the  monks. 
Wherefore,  taking  with  him  certain  other  bishops,  who,  he  knew, 
bare  no  good  will  to  that  monkish  generation,  he  went  to  the  king, 
declaring  how  he  hat!  a  good  purpose  in  his  mind  to  erect  a  new 
and  a  solemn  church,  in  honour  of  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  of 
secular  priests  or  canons,  and  therefore  desired  of  the  king  to  have  hie 
favourable  license  to  the  same.    The  king,  right  well  perceiving  the 
purpose  of  the  archbishop  whither  it  tended,  as  to  the  bridling  of  the 
stiff-necked  monks,  was  the  more  willing  to  give  assent,  if  he  were 
not  also  the  chief  worker  of  that  matter  himself. 
The  pur-     The  intent  of  the  archbishop  in  planting  of  that  new  church,  was 
Enoch  10  found  there  divers  prebends,  and  to  make  both  the  king  and  every 
buiidTn'"  DlsnoP'  heing  his  suffragans,  prebendaries  thereof,  so  that  every  one  of 
hu  new  them  should  confer  one  prebendship  on  the  same  foundation  ;  mind- 
CMta***  mg  there  to  consecrate  bishops,  to  make  his  chrismatory,  to  celebrate 
bury-     his  synods,  and  to  administer  all  other  things  belonging  unto  the 
function  of  his  sec,  and  the  same  to  be  called  Hakington  church. 
Tto,#     The  monks,  not  ignorant  how  the  archbishop  privily  intended  the 
•iiered    desolation  and  subversion  of  their  house  and  liberties,  consulting 
th*«rVh-  upon  the  matter,  determined  at  length  among  themselves  to  appeal 
buhopby  ^  tne        0f  Rome(  for  these  three  causes  against  the  archbishop; 
namely,  first,  for  spoiling  them  of  their  gifts  and  oblations:  secondly, 
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for  depriving  them  of  their  churches  and  benefices  :  and  thirdly,  for  nukardi. 
erecting  a  new  foundation  of  secular  canons,  to  the  derogation  and   ^  j). 
overthrow  of  their  religious  order;  giving  admonition  to  the  arch-  1184 
bishop  beforehand  by  their  monks  sent  to  him,  of  this  (heir  appella-  to 
tion.    To  whom  the  archbishop  answered,  that  the  foundation,  which  119°- 
he  went  about,  was  to  no  derogation,  but  rather  to  the  fortification 
and  honour  of  their  house.    Who  answered  again,  that  it  was,  and 
could  not  otherwise  be,  but  to  their  subversion.    11  And  what  should 
let  me  then,"  said  the  archbishop,  "  but  I  may  build  on  my  own 
ground  what  I  will  ?"    "  No,"  said  they,  M  no  ground  of  yours,  but  The 
your  ground  is  our  ground,  as  all  other  things  that  you  have  by  right  \u 
are  ours,  forasmuch  as  you  have  them  not  of  yourself,  but  of  the  J5'h*,wta 
church,  and  for  the  church's  cause.    All  which  things  have  been  »rct. 
given  neither  to  you  nor  to  the  archbishops,  but  unto  the  church  The°P 
of  Christ;  and  therefore,"  said  they,  "all  such  as  appertain  unto  us  pU0tn,hera. 
inwardly  and  outwardly,  with  the  persons  also,  and  the  whole  state  ^,*™e| 
of  our  church,  we  submit  under  the  pope's  protection,  and  now  here  hZu.  * 


the  pope'* 
protec- 


make  our  appeal  to  the  see  apostolic,  assigning  also  the  term  when  to 
prosecute  the  same."  **on- 

The  archbishop  receiving  this  appellation,  and  saving  that  he 
would  answer  to  the  same  cither  by  himself  or  by  fiis  responsal, 
within  three  days  after,  which  was  the  sixteenth  of  December,  came 
to  Canterbury,  where  the  monks,  understanding  how  he  was  in  mind 
to  place  new  secular  priests  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen,  where  the 
monks  liad  served  before,  came  to  the  church,  to  stop  the  proceeding 
of  the  archbishop  bv  way  of  appeal.  Whereof  the  archbishop  having 
warning  beforehand,  deferred  the  matter  till  the  next  day,  on  which 
day  the  monks,  again  being  sent  by  Honorius,  the  prior,  into  the 
church,  charged  the  archbishop  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God,  and  by 
virtue  of  their  appeal  made  to  the  apostolic  see,  to  surcease  those  his 
doings ;  forbidding  also  the  parson  of  the  church  in  any  wise  to 
suffer  those  secular  clerks  to  be  admitted  into  the  church  :  all  which, 
yet  notwithstanding,  the  archbishop  proceedcth  in  his  business.  And  The 
first,  placing  in  his  clerks,  he  suspendeth  the  prior  from  his  adminis- 
t ration.  Then  he  abjureth  the  porters  of  the  gate,  upon  their  oath,  r*mi«i- 
to  let  none  of  the  monks  pass  out  of  the  house  without  his  license. 
The  monks  likewise  he  commanded,  by  virtue  of  obedience,  not  to 
stray  any  where  abroad  without  his  leave.  And  furthermore,  one  of 
the  aforesaid  monks,  who  served  the  appeal  against  him,  he  utterly 
banished  from  that  covent.  Upon  this,  on  the  day  following,  Hono- 
rius, the  prior,  trusting,  saith  the  story,  on  God  and  St.  Thomas,  took 
his  way  to  Rome,  sent  in  commission  by  the  covent,  to  prosecute  the 
appeal  against  the  archbishop. 

In  the  mean  season,  a  new  jar  began  between  the  said  archbishop  Another 
and  the  monks,  about  their  rents  and  revenues,  which  the  arch-  {"ellTth* 
bishop  would  have  committed  to  the  receiving  and  keeping  of  three  "n°d"^lr 
monks,  but  the  sub-prior  GefFery,  with  the  covent,  in  no  case  would  »rch- 
sufFerthat:  whereabout  there  was  a  foul  stir.    The  archbishop  craving  bwh0?- 
the  aid  of  the  king,  first  had  three  bishops  sent  down  to  him,  namely, 
those  of  Coventry,  Norwich,  and  Worcester,  who,  being  instant  with 
the  monks  to  submit  their  cause  into  the  king's  hands,  like  as  the 
archbishop  had  done,  they  utterly  refused  it ;  especially  seeing  they 

vol.  II.  u 
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RkhariL  had  already  referred  the  whole  state  of  their  cause  to  the  deter- 
A.D.  mination  oT  the  apostolical  see.  The  king,  seeing  no  other  remedy, 
1 J^4  came  himself  with  the  archbishop  into  the  chapter-house ;  where  he 
jlg0  commanded  first  the  doors  to  be  kept  fast,  that  none  should  enter  but 
hck|n  1  those  who  by  name  were  called  for.  Among  whom  were  two  bishops, 
comrlh  to  wit,  those  of  Norwich  and  Durham,  and  one  Peter  Blesensis,  a 
iha°Pleror  learned  man,  whose  epistles  be  yet  extant  in  libraries,  a  chief  worker 
in  this  matter  against  the  monks.    Then  was  called  in  Gcffery,  the 


sub-prior,  with  a  few  other  monks  whom  he  brought  with  him.  The 
king  then  first  talking  with  the  archbishop  and  his  company,  and 
afterwards  with  the  monks,  laboured  to  entreat  them  that  they  would 
let  fall  their  appeal,  and  so  stand  to  the  arbitrament  of  him  and  of  the 
bishops,  concerning  the  cause  which  was  between  the  archbishop  and 
them  in  traverse. 

moniu  ^*  tne  mon^s  answered,  that  these  were  good  words,  but 

NftMto  served  not  for  that  time,  forasmuch  as  their  cause  was  already  trans- 
matter*1  lated  *°  the  court  °f  Rome,  and  now  was  presently  in  hearing  before 
from  the  the  pope's  holiness  ;  and  therefore  tthey  neither  could  nor  would  do 
UwkJog'i  that  injury  to  their  lord  pope,  to  refuse  him,  and  to  put  the  matter 
faring.  unto  the  "judgment  of  any  other.    Then  was  it  required  of  the 
monks,  that  they  would  put  the  matter  in  compromise,  in  case 
the  prior  would  consent  thereto ;  upon  this  intent,  that  if  the  prior 
consented,  and  the  monks  not,  then  should  they  run  in  contempt 
and  disobedience ;  or  if  the  monks  would  consent,  and  the  prior 
not,  then  should  the  prior  be  excluded  the  realm.    The  wily  monks, 
The      being  not  unprovided  of  this  subtilty,  made  their  answer,  that  seeing 
™r"U*   they  had  sent  their  prior  forth  in  their  commission,  it  stood  not  with 
Liu's"     ^e'r  honesty  *°  £*vc  any  determinate  consent  without  the  knowledge 
and  before  the  return  of  the  said  prior,  unless  the  archbishop  first 
would  promise  to  make  full  restitution  of  all  that  he  had  wrong- 
fully wrested  from  them.    When  the  king  could  get  no  other  answer 
of  the  monks,  neither  could  move  the  archbishop  to  release  the  sen- 
tence of  their  suspension,  unless  they  would  confess  and  acknowledge 
their  fault,  he,  so  parting  from  them,  passed  over  into  France. 
The  flm     Not  long  after  this  came  a  messenger  from  Rome,  bringing  letters 
Pwur-  fr°ln  Pope  Urban  to  the  archbishop,  wherein  the  pope,  considering 
&Ma  am*  tendering,  as  he  said,  the  enormous  grievances  done  against  the 
»rch-      monks,  straitly  enjoined  and  commanded  him,  within  ten  days  after 
Sm3c»  the  receiving  thereof,  to  release  the  sentence  of  his  suspension  against 
bary*     the  prior  and  others  of  the  said  covent,  and  also  to  retract  and  restore 
again  to  the  monks  whatsoever  he  had  plucked  from  them,  since  the 
time  of  their,  appeal  first  made.    Who,  in  case  he  should  deny,  or 
foreslack  the  doing  hereof,  commission  was  given  to  three  abbots, 
those  of  Battle,  Feversham,  and  St.  Austin's,  with  ample  authority  to 
perform  the  same,  &c.     The  archbishop,  receiving  these  letters 
brought  to  him  by  a  monk  of  the  aforesaid  house,  first  made  his 
The  an-  excuse  that  the  pope  was  misinformed.    But  the  monks  not  contented 
ThVarch-  with  that  excuse,  when  they  would  needs  know  what  answer  he  would 
m.kcth  niake  to  the  pope's  nuncio,  his  answer  was,  that  "  he  had  vet  ten  days 
|».  oil    given  him  of  the  pope.-1    In  the  mean  time  the  archbishop  went  to 
cream  a/  London,  and  there,  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  consecrated  his  holy  oil 
and  cream  (making  one  of  the  pope's  seven  sacraments),  which  was 
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grievously  taken  in  the  church  of  Canterbury.    At  last,  the  ten  days 
being  ended,  when  the  arclibishop  refused  to  accomplish  that  which  was  ~T~u~ 
in  the  pope's  letter  enjoined  him,  the  three  abbots  aforesaid,  to  execute  1  \m 
the  pope's  commandment,  came  at  their  day  assigned  to  Canterbury,  »° 
and  there  assoiled  all  such  as  the  archbishop  before  had  suspended*, 
and,  in  the  end,  certified  Pope  Urban  by  letters  what  they  had 
done. 

The  archbishop,  hearing  this,  within  four  days  after,  sent  two  of  his 
clerks,  who  appealed  the  three  abbots  aforesaid  up  to  Rome ;  and  he  Theareh- 
himself,  in  the  mean  time,  prepared  busily  for  the  building  of  his  „iwfll" 
church,  sending  to  all  churches  in  England  upon  releasement  from  JjJjJ£*f 
their  sins,  to  confer  unto  the  same ;  and  to  make  the  more  haste,  for 
lack  of  freestone  lie  made  up  his  building  with  timber,  and  such  other 
stuff  as  he  could  get. 

The  prior  Honorius  all  this  while  remained  still  at  the  court  of  Aiettwaf 
Rome,  giving  attendance  upon  the  pope,  who,  having  intelligence  of  i-Xn 
the  archbishop's  doings,  procured  another  letter  of  Pope  Urban  to  J^^h. 
the  whole  clergy  of  England,  straitly  enjoining  them  that  none  w»hop. 
should  confer  with  the  new  fraternity  of  Baldwin,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury.    To  these  letters  the  archbishop  showed  such  reverence, 
that  whereas  before  he  had  planted  his  chapel  of  wood  and  boards, 
now  he  provided  the  same  to  be  buildcd  of  lime  and  stone. 

By  this  time  Peter  Blesensis,  with  other  messengers  of  the  The  arch- 
archbishop,  seeing  that  Honorius  the  prior  was  gone  from  the  mfimw 
court  of  France,  resorted  to  the  court  of  Rome,  bringing  with  them  £?,™rae 
letters  of  credit  from  the  king,  from  the  archbishop,  and  also  from  gg£ 
other  bishops  of  the  realm ;  but  the  pope,  reading  only  the  king's  utter*  or 
letters,  and  the  archbishop's,  the  residue  he  cast  into  a  window  by,  jj£  J^"{{: 
saying,  he  would  read  them  at  further  leisure.  Then  the  pope  giving  J}^ 
audience  in  his  consistory  to  hear  their  cause,  first  came  in  Peter  other  w- 
Blescnsis,  with  the  agents  of  the  archbishop,  exhibiting  their  letters,  the  pope, 
and  propounding  their  requests  to  the  pope,  which  were,  that  resti- 
tution snould  be  mode  by  the  monks  to  the  archbishop,  wherein  they 
had  injured  him.  Secondly,  That  the  things  which  had  been  granted 
before  to  the  prior  in  the  court,  might  be  called  in  again.  Thirdly, 
That  the  archbishop  might  have  license  to  proceed  in  building  his  Mr.  Pine- 
college  of  canons,  &c.    After  this  was  called  in  Master  Pillcus,  the  SwIbiSh 
attorney  for  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  who,  alleging  many  great  gt*j» 
things  against  the  archbishop,  for  his  contempt  and  disobedience  to  the 
the  pope's  precepts,  required  that  he  should  rather  make  restitution  caTter-  °f 
to  the  monks  for  the  injuries  he  had  done  to  them ;  and  also  that  bur> 
his  new  foundation  of  secular  canons,  tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
conventual  church  of  Canterbury,  should  be  utterly  rased  and  thrown 
down  to  the  ground.    Thus  between  these  parties  pleaing  and 
rcpleaing  one  against  the  other,  much  hard  hold  there  was ;  but,  in 
conclusion,  for  all  the  king's  letters,  and  for  all  tliat  the  archbishop's 
and  bishops  could  do,  the  matter  went  on  the  monks1  side ;  so  that 
there  was  no  remedy,  but  the  pope  would  needs  have  the  archbishops 
new  building  to  come  down,  and  the  monks  to  be  restored  again  to 
their  full  possessions  :  the  execution  whereof  was  committed  to  the 
three  abbots  aforesaid,  to  wit,  those  of  Battle,  Feversham,  and 
St.  Austin's,  Canterbury,  and  to  Geffrey,  sub-prior  of  Canterbury. 

u  2 
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These  things  being  thus  determined  at  Rome,  Radulph  Granville, 
A  D   lord  steward  of  England,  writing  to  the  said  abbot  of  Battle,  and  to 
H84  the  sub-prior  and  covent  of  Canterbury,  commandeth  them,  in  the 
to     king's  name,  and  upon  their  oath  and  fealty  given  unto  him,  that 
119Q-  neither  they  nor  any  of  them  do  proceed  in  this  controversy  between 

The  pope 

the  monks  and  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  before  they  come  and 
?o  th^h   talk  with  him,  there  to  know  further  of  the  king's  pleasure :  and, 
■ggg   furthermore,  charging  the  covent  of  Canterbury  not  to  enter  further 
the  king  into  any  examinations  concerning  the  archbishop's  matters ;  and  also 
*hop»  f>f  citing  the  sub-prior  of  the  said  house  to  appear  before  him  in  London, 
u^reaim.  at  tne         Qf      james,  the  same  year,  which  was  a.  d.  1187. 
wft    Notwithstanding,  he  excusing  himself  by  sickness,  sent  two  monks 
com-      in  his  stead,  and  so  kept  himself  at  home  ;  to  whom  commandment 
nTto**1  was  given,  that  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  within  fifteen  days,  should 
■mSSt   sft'l  over  to  Normandy  to  the  king,  and  there  show  the  tenor  and 
the  arch  evidences  of  their  privileges;  and  also  that  such  stewards  and  bailiffs 
b,,hop-    as  they  had  placed  in  their  farms  and  lordships,  contrary  to  the  will 
of  the  archbishop,  should  be  removed.  And  likewise  the  three  abbots, 
in  the  king's  name,  were  commanded  in  no  wise  to  execute  the  pope's 
commandment  against  the  archbishop.    Not  long  after  this,  the 
archbishop  took  shipping  at  Dover,  and  went  over  to  the  king, 
where  he  ordained  three  principal  officers  over  the  monks  of  Christ- 
church — the  sacrist,  the  cellarer,  and  the  chamberlain,  contrary  to  the 
will  of  the  covent,  with  other  grievances  more,  whereby  the  monks 
Another  were  not  a  little  offended,  so  that  upon  the  same  they  made  a  new 
tiontftte  appellation  to  the  pope ;  whereupon  Pope  Urban,  by  the  setting  on 
mnSmi   °^  Honorius  the  prior,  who  was  now  come  again  to  the  court,  wrote 
Mm  arch-  to  him  another  letter  after  a  sharper  and  more  vehement  sort,  to  the 
effect  as  folio weth. 

The  tenor  of  Pope  Urban's  Letters  to  Baldwin,  Archbishop  of 

Canterbury.1 

In  that  we  have  borne  with  your  brotherhood  hitherto,  and  have  not  pro- 
ceeded in  such  grievous  a  manner  against  you  aa  we  might,  although  being 
thereto  greatly  provoked  ;  the  chiefest  cause  was  this,  that  we  supposed  your 
heart  would  have  relented  from  the  oppression  of  the  conventual  church  of 
Canterbury,  committed  unto  you ;  if  not  for  our  reverence,  which  you  seem  to 
have  contemned  more  than  became  you,  yet  at  least  for  fear  of  God's  judgment 
how  For  well  we  hoped,  our  conscience  persuading  us  to  the  same,  that  after  you 
,he  S0^1  na<^  °btamea<  t'18*  high  8tate        dignity  in  the  church  of  England,  you  would 
*l™'n      have  been  an  example  to  others  of  obedience  and  reverence  to  be  given  to  the 
their      see  apostolic  of  all  ecclesiastical  persons.   Wherefore,  at  the  first  beginning 
honour    Dotn  0f  our  ana-        „f  vour  promotion,  we  did  not  spare  to  advance  and  honour 
you  as  we  have  done  few  others  besides,  thinking  no  less  than  that  we  had 
found  a  faithful  friend  of  the  church  for  our  honour ;  wherein  we  perceive  now, 
which  maketh  us  not  a  little  to  marvel,  our  expectation  greatly  deceived,  and 
him  whom  we  well  trusted  to  be  a  sure  stay  for  the  maintenance  of  our  estate, 
we  now  find  a  persecutor  against  us  in  our  members. 
The  pope     For  whereas  we  sundry  times  have  written  to  you  in  the  behalf  of  our 
f«tethtU   brethren,  an&  the  church  committed  to  your  charge,  that  you  should  desist  from 
wiih       disquieting  them,  and  not  vex  or  disturb  their  liberties,  at  least  for  reverence  of 
Baldwin  us ;  you,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  other  things  more,  as  commonly  is  reported 
tempt"^  °^  J'ou  'n  °^  places,  setting  ut  light  our  letters  and  appellations  made  unto  the 
hit  ace.    apostolical  see  ;  what  you  have  wrought  against  them  after  their  so  manifold 

U  )  j'Crbanut  eplncoput,  oervu*  terrorum  Dei,  BMdwtrjo  Cantuar.  archiepUcopo  et  apostolic* 
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appellations  laid  unto  us,  and  our  inhibitions  again  unto  you,  we  are  ashamed  Rickanii. 

to  utter.    But  revolve  and  consider  in  your  mind,  if  ye  have  well  done,  and   

advise  in  your  own  conscience  what  you  have  done.  We,  for  our  part,  because  we   A-  ^- 
neither  may  nor  ought  with  deaf  ears  to  pass  over  the  clamours  of  the  brethren,  1,81 
and  such  contempt  of  the  apostolic  see,  although  our  biddings  and  warnings  to 
given  to  you  seem  to  be  all  in  vain ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  we  send  our  mandates  »19Q. 
again  unto  your  brotherhood,  in  these  apostolical  writings,  directly  and  in  virtue  The  »rch- 
of  obedience,  commanding  you,  that  whether  you  be  present  in  your  church,  or  *j*j)°p  to 
absent,  all  that  notwithstanding,  whatsoever  you  have  done  in  building  of  your  down  ,he 
chapel,  which  you  to  the  destruction  of  the  monastery  of  Canterbury  have  building 
erected,  after  the  time  of  their  appeal  made  to  us,  or  our  inhibition  sent  to  you,  j££u 
you  fail  not  of  your  proper  costs  and  charges  to  demolish ;  undoing  again  and  churcn,of 
making  void  whatsoever  ye  have  begun  and  innovated,  concerning  the  institution  hU  own 
of  the  canons,  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  erection  of  the  said  chapel ;  ac-  co*  ' 
counting  moreover  and  reputing  the  place  where  the  chapel  was,  to  be  accursed 
and  profane  ;  and  also  that  all  such,  whosoever  have  celebrated  in  the  same  place, 
shall  stand  suspended  till  the  time  they  appear  before  our  presence.  Command- 
ing, furthermore,  that  all  those  monks  whom  you  have  presumed  to  remove  Torettore 
from  their  office,  or  to  excommunicate,  since  the  time  of  their  appeal  made,  the 
you  shall  restore  and  assoil  again,  rendering  also  and  restoring  all  such  farms,  ™J^he 
manors,  tenements,  and  oblations,  as  you,  after  their  appeal  made,  have  did  de- 
inveigled  from  them ;  and,  finally,  that  you  innovate  nothing  touching  the  Pr'v«  *nd 
state  of  that  monastery,  during  the  time  of  this  controversy  depending  before  e 


uiuni- 


i :  giving  you  to  understand  that  in  case  you  shall  continue  in  your  stubborn-  mm 
ness  and  rebellion  upon  this  present  warning,  or  defer  the  execution  of  this  Juf  0*rcl1" 
precept  thirty  days  after  the  receiving  thereof,  we  shall  appoint  others  to  threaten- 
execute  the  same;  enjoining  also  your  suffragans,  that  as  you  shall  show  yourself  «•  by  the 
disobedient  and  rebelling  to  us,  so  they  all  shall  refuse  likewise  to  give  any  pope" 
obedience  or  reverence  unto  you,  &c. — Given  at  Ferraria,  5th  Non.  Oct  1187. 

Another  letter  besides  this  the  pope  also  sent  to  the  three  abbots  ^ 
aforesaid,  for  the  correction  of  these  enormities.    Likewise  another  5*5* 10 
letter  was  sent  to  King  Henry  II.,  wherein  the  pope  enjoineth  and  bou.  and 
requireth  him,  upon  remission  of  his  sins,  not  to  dissemble  and  bear 
with  the  archbishop  in  his  oppression  of  his  monks,  but  to  help 
those  things  to  be  amended,  wherein  he  hath  trespassed  against 
thcrri. 

These  pontifical  letters  were  written  a.d.  1187,  the  third  day  of 
October ;  and  in  the  nineteenth  day  after,  the  same  month,  the  said 
Pope  Urban  died.    In  the  same  year,  and  about  the  same  month,  Poperr- 
Baldwin,  king  of  Jerusalem,  was  taken,  with  many  noblemen,  by  ^wu£ 
Saladin  the  Saracen,  and  Jerusalem  lost,  after  it  had  been  in  the  JJ«J 
possession  of  the  Christians,  and  had  so  continued,  the  space  of  iem.  with 
eighty-eight  years  and  eighty  days,  from  the  time  that  Godfridus  MeM*"*" 
Bolonius  did  first  win  it  from  the  infidels.  slwVn' 

After  the  receiving  of  those  letters  of  Pope  Urban  above  specified,  ^ 
both  the  king  and  archbishop,  with  all  the  bishops  of  the  realm,  were  The 
marvellously  quailed,  glad  now  to  please,  and  speak  fair  to  the  monks,  ^"h* 
promising  all  things  to  be  done  and  restored  to  them  after  the  best  {jpj*r 
sort ;  neither  were  now  the  king  and  the  archbishop  so  submissive,  °™b,|he 
but  the  monks  on  the  other  side  were  as  brag  and  jocund,  being  fully  Xpind 
assured  that  all  now  was  their  own:  in  the  narration  of  which  thc •ton- 
history,  as  it  is  set  forth  in  Gervasius  at  large,  this  we  have  to  note 
by  the  way,  in  what  fear  and  thraldom  kings  in  those  days  were  The  Bl- 
under the  pope,  who  could  not  be  masters  over  their  own  subjects, 
but  that  every  pilled  monk,  or  pelting  prior,  upon  virtue  of  their  £™g°Tto 
appeal  to  the  court  of  Rome,  and  making  their  house  tributary  to  the  the  pope. 
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RicKardi.  pope,  was  able  not  only  to  match,  but  to  give  checkmate  unto  the 
A  p    best  king  christened,  as  not  in  this  story  only  may  appear. 
1184      I*  followeth  then  in  the  story  of  these  monks,  that  as  they  were 
to     thus  in  the  midst  of  their  joy  and  jollity,  suddenly  cometh  news  of 
1190.  the  death  of  Pope  Urban,  their  great  caliph,1  and  also  how  that 
Gregory  VIII.  was  placed  in  his  room,  who  was  a  special  friend  and 
favourer  of  the  archbishop  ;  which  as  it  did  greatly  encourage  the 
king  and  the  archbishop,  so  the  monks,  on  the  other  side,  were  as 
much  discomforted,  so  that  now  all  was  turned  upside  down.  For 
whereas,  before,  the  king  and  the  archbishop  thought  they  had  lost 
all,  and  were  glad  to  compound  with  the  monks,  and  to  seek  their 
favour,  now  were  the  monks  on  the  contrary  side  fain  to  crouch  to 
the  king,  and  glad  to  have  a  good  countenance ;  who  then  resorting 
to  him,  and  finding  him  altered  both  in  word  and  gesture,  desired  he 
would  confirm  and  grant  that  which  of  late  before  he  had  promised. 
The      To  whom  it  was  answered  again  by  the  king,  that  seeing  the  arch- 
»n"tcr    bishop  had  granted  to  them  their  sacrist,  their  chamberlain,  and  their 
monk*  of  cellarer,  they  should  have  no  more  restored  by  him ;  neither  would 
canter-    he  suffer  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  archbishop  to  be  impaired, 
or  take  any  wrong.    "  As  touching  the  new  chapel  of  St.  Thomas," 
said  he,     whereabout  ye  strive  so  long,  with  the  canonships  and 
other  buildings  belonging  thereto,  the  same  I  receive  into  my  hands, 
so  that  none  shall  have  any  thing  to  do  therein  but  myself,"  &c.  In 
like  manner  from  the  archbishop  such  another  like  answer  they 
received,  and  from  bishops  little  better.    So  the  monks,  sent  away 
with  a  flea  in  their  ear,  went  home  again  out  of  Normandy  unto 
their  cell. 

Now  the  archbishop  having  the  monks  where  he  would,  wrought 
Pope  ore-  them  much  grievance ;  but  that  continued  not  very  long.  For 
diiiiK1"'  within  two  months  after  and  less  died  Pope  Gregory  VIII.,  about 
the  sixteenth  day  of  the  December  following.    After  him  succeeded 
Pope  ci«-  Pope  Clement  III.,  who,  following  the  steps  of  Urban,  bent  all  his 
ment  in.  powcr  ^fifa  fa  monks  against  the  archbishop,  sending  divers  precepts 
and  mandates  in  the  year  following,  which  was  a.d.  1188,  with  an 
utten  to.imperious  letter,  willing  and  commanding  him  to  desist  from  his 
buh"p!h  oppression  of  the  monks,  and  to  throw  down  his  new  chapel.  Here- 
upon the  archbishop  made  his  appeal,  and  minded  to  go  to  Rome, 
but  was  called  back  by  the  long,  being  ready  to  sail  over.    In  the 
Honoriot,  same  year  Honorius,  the  prior,  died  at  Rome  of  the  plague,  which 
of  c»nt*r-  was  some  help  and  comfort  to  the  archbishop,  for  whom  the  arch- 
■"Rome4  bishop  maa"c  Roger  Noris,  prior,  against  the  wills  of  the  covent. 
The     After  this,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  same  year,  Pope  Clement 
I££"dof  sent  down  his  legate,  called  Radulph,  a  cardinal,  to  Canterbury, 
Effi  ?'e-  with  another  letter  more  sharply  written  to  the  same  effect  unto  the 
the  arch-  archbishop. 

iicnry  ii.  Further"™**,  in  the  year  next  after,  he  wrote  also  the  third  letter 
died.  to  him.  In  the  same  year  also  died  King  Henry  II.,  after  whom 
l  joined  succeeded  King  Richard,  his  son,  who  joining  likewise  with  the  arch- 
Trch.the  bishop,  took  h*8  pa11  strongly  against  the  said  monks.    At  last,  after 

bishop. 

(1)  Caliph  it  the  hish  priest  of  the  8aracens  sitting  in  Damascua,  to  whom  all  the  saltans  were 
'#n«J^  priuces  now  are  to  the  pope.   [Caliph  is  the  title  assumed  by  the  successors  of 

(2)  Ex  ilist.  (terras. 
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much  ado  on  both  ports,  and  after  great  disturbance,  and  imprisoning 
divers  of  the  monks,  King  Richard,  preparing  his  voyage  towards 
Jerusalem,  and  studying  first  to  set  peace  between  them,  consulted 
and  agreed  with  the  bishops  and  abbots  about  a  final  concord  in  this 
matter,  between  the  archbishop  and  monks  of  Canterbury  ;  which  at 
length  on  both  parts  was  made,  upon  these  conventions  which 
follow : — 

First,  That  Roger  Nona  should  be  deposed,  whom  the  archbishop  had  made 
prior  against  their  wills  :  whom  the  king  then  at  the  request  of  the  archbishop 
promoted  to  be  abbot  of  Eusham. 

Item,  That  the  archbishop  should  pluck  down  his  chapel,  which  he  builded 
in  the  suburbs  of  Canterbury,  against  the  minds  of  the  monks. 

Item,  That  the  aforesaid  monks  should  make  profession  of  their  obedience 
and  subjection  to  the  archbishop,  as  they  had  done  to  his  predecessors. 

Item,  As  touching  all  other  complaints  and  injuries  (except  only  the  chapel, 
and  ihe  deposition  of  Roger  Noris,  the  prior),  the  monks  should  stand  to  the 
arbitrament  of  the  king,  the  archbishop,  and  the  prelates. 

Item,  That  the  monks  kneeling  down  before  the  king  in  the  chapter-house, 
should  ask  the  archbishop  forgiveness.1 

This  being  done,  they  went  altogether  to  the  church,  and  sang 
Te  Deum  for  this  reformation  of  peace;  the  next  day,  the 
archbishop  coming  into  the  chapter,  restored  to  the  covent  their 
manors  and  farms  again ;  also  he  discharged  the  prior  whom  he 
had  made  before ;  desiring  them  likewise,  that  if  he  had  offended 
them  either  in  word  or  deed,  they  would,  from  their  heart,  remit 
him.    This  reconciliation  having  been  made  between  the  archbishop 
and  the  covent,  the  archbishop  then  going  about  to  dissolve  the 
building  of  his  new  church,  though  he  changed  the  place,  yet 
thought  not  to  change  his  intent,  and  therefore,  making  exchange 
of  lands  with  the  bishop  and  monks  of  Rochester,  purchased  of  them  J 
their  ground  in  Lambeth,  a.d.  1191.    Which  done,  he  came  to  his  cmim-"' 
clerks  whom  he  had  placed  to  be  canons  in  his  new  college  of  J^f^'" 
Hakington,  and  also  willed  them  to  remove  all  their  goods  and  ^^th 
furniture  to  Lambeth,  over  against  Westminster,  where  he  erected  to  bmia 
for  them  another  church,  and  there  placed  the  said  canons.   About  u^^0"** 
which  college  of  Lambeth  afterwards  much  trouble  likewise  ensued, 
by  the  stirring  of  the  said  monks  of  Canterbury,  in  the  time 
of  Hubert,  the  archbishop,  in  the  reign  of  the  said  King  Richard, 
a.d.  1196.    Furthermore,  after  the  deposing  of  Roger  Noris,  prior 
of  Canterbury  aforesaid,  Baldwin,  the  archbishop,  being  enforced  to 
grant  them  another  prior  by  the  assent  of  the  king  and  of  the  covent, 
assigned  Osbern  to  be  their  prior,  who  had  taken  part  before  with 
the  archbishop ;  but  the  monks  not  pleased  with  him,  after  the 
death  of  Baldwin,  the  archbishop,  removed  him  again. 

And  thus  have  you  the  tedious  discourse  of  this  catholic  tragedv  Thre» 
between  the  monks  of  Canterbury  and  their  archbishop,  scarce  wortfi  {£'o£* 10 
the  rehearsal ;  notwithstanding,  this  I  thought  to  give  the  reader  to  JJ£  ^{JJ 
see,  in  order,  first,  to  show  forth  unto  the  world  the  stout  sturdincss  ^th* 
of  this  monkish  generation,  who,  professing  profound  humility  in  their 
coat,  what  little  humility  they  nad  in  their  heart,  what  pride  and 
arrogancy  in  their  conversation,  and  what  hypocrisy  in  their  religion,  gjg^ 
that  one  example,  among  a  thousand  others,  may  give  some  experience 
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Rukardi.  Secondly,  that  posterity  now  may  see  how  little  kings  could  then  do 
^  D    in  their  own  realms,  for  the  pope.   And  thirdly,  to  the  intent  it  may 
U84  more  notoriously  appear  to  all  readers,  what  strife  and  debate,  what 
to     dissension  and  division,  what  little  unity  and  concord  hath  always 
followed  the  pope's  catholic  church,  wheresoever  the  corrupt  religion 
Ktap     and  usurped  ambition  of  the  pope  prevailed.  For,  not  to  speak  only  of 
tima     this  monkish  house  of  Canterbury,  what  church,  cathedral,  collegiate, 
£^eCrtheor  conventual;  what  see,  church,  monastery,  or  chapel,  was  entirely 
No  cod-  under  the  pope's  government,  but  ever  there  happened  some  variance, 
unity""  cither  between  the  king  and  the  archbishop,  as  between  King  William 
churehei. ant^  I^an*™110*  King  Henry  I.  and  Anselm,  King  Stephen  and 
'  Richard,  King  Henry  II.  and  Becket,  King  John  and  Stephen 
Langton,  King  Henry  III.  and  Boniface,  &c. ;  or  else  between 
archbishop  and  archbishop,  for  making  profession,  for  carrying  the 
cross,  for  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  the  pope's  legate,  &c. ;  or 
else  between  archbishops  and  their  suffragans,  or  between  archbishops 
and  their  covents,  or  between  bishops  and  monks,  between  dean 
and  chapter,  between  monks  and  secular  priests,  monks  of  one  sort 
against  another,  friars  of  one  order  against  another,  students  against 
friars,  townsmen  against  scholars,  &c.    As  for  example: — What 
whitdit-  discord  was  between  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Richard, 
ba^uuie  archbishop  of  York,  between  Lanfranc  and  Archbishop  Thomas, 
the'ty,Ui"  between  Theobald,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Sylvester,  abbot 
wureT' of  St.  Austin's;  between  Walter,  of  Christchurch,  and  Sylvester, 
abbot  aforesaid ;  between  William,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Jeremias,  prior  of  Canterbury,  a.d.  1144;  between  the  monks  of 
Canterbury,  and  Odo,  their  prior,  for  translating  the  relics  of 
Dunstan ;  between  King  Stephen,  and  Roger,  bishop  of  Salisbury ; 
between  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  Roger,  bishop  of  Ely,  his  son, 
a.d.  1138;  between  Pope  Innocent  and  Anacletus,  for  the  space  of 
seven  years ;  the  cardinals  for  money  (saith  Gervasius)  sometimes 
holding  with  the  one,  sometimes  with  the  other ;  at  last  the  election 
was  determined  by  a  sore  battle  between  Lothaire,  the  emperor,  and 
Roger,  duke  of  Apulia,  a.d.  1187 ;  also  between  Pope  Innocent  IV. 
and  the  Emperor  h  rederic  II.;  between  King  Henry  III.  and  William 
Rale,  bishop  of  Winchester,  when  the  king  bade  the  gates  of  Win- 
chester town  to  be  shut  against  him,  a.d.  1250 ;  between  Boniface, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  canons  of  St.  Paul.1  Item, 
between  the  said  Boniface  and  the  monks  of  St.  Bartholomew,  who 
sat  there  in  harness  in  his  visitation,  a.d.  1250 ;  between  the  abbot 
of  Westminster  and  monks  of  the  same  house,  a.d.  1251.  Item, 
between  the  aforesaid  William  Rale,  bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
Boniface,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  for  a  priest  of  the  hospital  in 
Southwark,  a.d.  1252;  between  the  said  Boniface  and  canons  of 
Lincoln,  after  the  death  of  Robert  Grosthead,  for  giving  of  prebends, 
a.d.  1258 ;  between  the  monks  of  Coventry  and  canons  of  'Lichfield, 
for  choosing  their  bishop  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  III. 

And  what  should  I  speak  of  the  discord  which  cost  so  much, 
money  between  Edmund,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  monks 
of  Rochester,  for  choosing  Richard  Wandor  to  be  their  bishop, 
a.d.  1828;  between  Robert  Grosthead,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  the 

(l>  M«tlh.  P«ri». 
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canons  of  the  same  house,  for  which  both  he  and  they  were  driven  to 
travel  to  Rome,  a.d.  1244;  between  Gilbert,  bishop  of  Rochester,  ~a7d]~ 
delegate  to  Archbishop  Baldwin,  and  Robert,  the  pope's  legate,  for  1184 
sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  the  legate  in  his  council  at  Westminster,  to 
a.d.  1190 ;  between  the  abbot  of  Bardcny  and  the  said  Grosthead,  119Q- 
about  the  visitation  of  their  abbey,  a.d.  1242.  Item,  between  the 
covent  of  Canterbury  and  the  said  Robert,  bishop  of  Lincoln, 
a.d.  1243  ;  between  Hugo,  bishop  of  Durham,  and  Hubert,  bishop 
of  Sarum,  and  Geffery,  archbishop  of  York,  a.d.  1189  ;  between 
William,  bishop  of  Ely,  the  king's  chancellor,  and  the  canons  of 
York,  for  not  receiving  him  with  procession,  a.d.  1190;  between 
the  abbot  of  Westminster  and  his  covent  of  Black  Monks,  whom 
King  Henry  III.  had  much  ado  to  still  and  make  to  agree,  a.d.  1249. 
Item,  between  the  aforesaid  bishop  of  Lincoln  and  the  abbot  of 
Westminster;  likewise  between  Nicholas,  bishop  of  Durham,  and 
John,  abbot  of  St.  Albans,  a.d.  1246 ;  also  between  Hubert,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  the  monks  there,  for  the  house  of  Lambeth, 
a.d.  1146;  and  what  a  stir  was  between  the  preaching  friars  and 
the  grey  friars,  mentioned  in  Matthew  Paris,  for  superiority,  a.d.  1248; 
also  between  the  said  grey  friars  and  the  prelates  and  doctors  of 
Paris,  about  nine  conclusions,  condemned  of  the  prelates  to  be 


I.  Concerning  the  Divine  Essence,  that  it  cannot  be  seen  by  the  angels  or  conclu- 
by  men  glorified.  i{on»  of 

II.  Concerning  the  Essence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  SnwrtSnuT 

III.  Touching  the  proceeding  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  he  is  love,  cd  for  er- 

IV.  Whether  men  glorified  shall  be  "inccelo  cmpyreo,"  or  "in  coelo  cry»-  ^onf°u,• 
talhno."  8  . 

V.  That  the  evil  angel  at  his  first  creation  was  evil,  and  never  good.  of  Parii. 

VI.  That  there  have  been  many  verities  from  the  beginning  which  were  not 
God. 

VII.  That  an  angel  in  one  instant  may  be  in  divers  places. 

VIII.  That  the  evil  angel  never  had  whereby  he  might  stand,  any  more 
than  had  Adam  in  his  state  of  innocency. 

IX.  That  he  which  hath  u  mcliora  naturalia,"  that  is  to  say,  more  perfect 
strength  of  nature  working  in  him,  shall  have  more  full  measure  of  necessity 
to  obtain  grace  and  glory. 

To  these  articles  the  prelates  answering,  did  excommunicate  the 
same  as  erroneous,  affirming,  that  grace  and  glory  shall  be  given 
according  to  that  God,  who  hath  elected  and  predestinated,  &C1 

In  like  manner  between  the  said  Dominic  friars,  and  the  grey  c™1™- 
friars,2  what  a  brawl  and  tumult  there  was  about  the  conception  of  tween 
our  Lady,  whether  she  was  conceived  without  original  sin  or  not,  in  ^™  the 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  VII.  and  King  Henry  VIII,  a.d.  1559.  HJjy 
Add  moreover  to  these,  the  four  and  twenty  heinous  schisms,  and  Lady, 
not  so  few,  which  happened  between  pope  and  pope,  in  the  church  ^J^1"^*1 
and  sec  of  Rome.    But  why  do  I  stand  to  recite  the  divisions  and  in  the 
dissensions  of  the  pope's  church,  which  is  as  much  almost  as  to 
reckon  the  sands  of  the  sea  ?  for  what  church,  chapter,  or  covent, 
was  there  in  all  that  religion,  which  either  had  not  some  variance 
with  itself  or  with  others  ?   Upon  which  continual  strife  and  variance 
among  them,  the  readers  hereof  may  judge  of  them  and  their  religion 


fl)  Matth.  Paris,  fol.  187.  (2)  See  Harl.  MSS.  nrit  Mut.  No.  410.  art.  I 
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Richtrdi.  as  pleaseth  than :  in  the  mean  time,  my  judgment  is  this ;  that 
A.D.  ^here  such  dissension  dwelleth,  there  dwelleth  not  the  spirit  of 
1190.  Christ. 

~        These  things  thus  discoursed,  touching  the  tragical  dissension 
between  Baldwin,  the  archbishop,  and  the  monks  of  Canterbury; 
now  let  us  proceed,  by  the  Lord's  assistance,  in  continuation  of  our 
King     story.    After  King  Richard  had  thus,  as  is  declared,  set  the  monks 
ukethUa  ana*  the  archbishop  in  some  agreement,  and  had  composed  such  tilings 
IowTAj*-  68  wcre  to  ^e  redress^  within  the  realm,  he  advanced  forward  his 
rusaicm.  journey,  and  came  unto  Touraine,  to  meet  with  Philip,  the  French 
2ij5?  king,  and  after  that  went  to  Vezelay,  where  the  French  king  and 
tmSm    ^e  jommS  together,  wr  the  more  continuance  of  their  journey, 
nuip  ii.  assured  themselves  by  solemn  oath,  swearing  fidelity  one  unto  the 
Pr'nch    other ;  the  form  of  whose  oath  was  this : — That  either  of  them  should 
RichJS1  defend  and  maintain  the  honour  of  the  other,  and  bear  true  fidelity 
'  unto  him  of  life,  members,  and  worldly  honour ;  and  that  neither  of 
them  should  fail  one  the  other  in  their  affairs ;  but  that  the  French 
king  should  aid  the  king  of  England  in  defending  his  land  and 
dominions,  as  he  would  himself  defend  his  own  city  of  Paris,  if  it 
were  besieged ;  and  that  Richard,  king  of  England,  likewise  should 
aid  the  French  king  in  defending  his  land  and  dominions,  no  other- 
wise than  he  Mould  defend  his  own  city  of  Rouen,  if  it  were 
besieged,  &c. 

But  how  slenderly  this  oath  did  hold  between  these  two  kings, 
and  by  whose  chief  occasion  first  it  fell  asunder,  the  sequel  of  the 
story  (the  Lord  willing)  shall  declare  hereafter. 

Furthermore,  touching  the  laws  and  ordinances  appointed  by  this 
King  Richard  for  his  navy,  the  form  thereof  was  this : — 

I.  That  whosoever  killed  any  person  on  shipboard,  should  be  tied  with  him 
who  was  slain,  and  thrown  into  the  sea. 

II.  And  if  he  killed  him  on  the  land,  he  should  in  like  manner  be  tied  with 
the  party  slain,  and  be  buried  with  him  in  the  earth. 

III.  He  that  shall  be  convicted  by  lawful  witness  of  drawing  out  his  knife  or 
weapon,  to  the  intent  to  strike  any  man,  or  that  hath  stricken  any  to  the 
drawing  of  blood,  shall  lose  his  hand. 

IV.  He  that  striketh  any  person  with  his  hand,  without  effusion  of  blood,  shall 
be  plunged  three  times  in  the  sea. 

V.  Whoso  speaketh  any  opprobrious  or  contumelious  words,  in  reviling 
or  cursing  another,  for  as  often  as  he  hath  so  reviled,  shall  pay  so  many  ounces 
of  silver. 

VI.  A  thief  or  felon  that  hath  stolen,  being  lawfully  convicted,  shall  have 
his  head  shorn,  and  boiling  pitch  poured  upon  his  head,  and  feathers  or  down 
strewed  upon  the  same,  whereby  he  may  be  known ;  and  so  at  the  first  landing 
place  they  shall  come  to,  there  to  be  cast  up,  &c. 

These  things  thus  set  in  readiness,  King  Richard  sending  his 
navy  by  the  Spanish  seas,  and  by  the  straits  of  Gibraltar,  between 
Spain  and  Africa,  to  meet  him  at  Marseilles,  he  himself  went  (as  is 
said)  to  Vezelay,  to  the  French  king.  The  two  kings  went  from 
Tb«y  thence  to  Lyons,  where  the  bridge  over  the  Rhone,  for  press  of 
i.yon».  people,  brake,  and  many,  both  men  and  women,  were  drowned.  By 
reason  of  this,  the  two  kings,  for  the  cumbrance  of  their  trains, 
were  constrained  to  dissever  themselves  during  their  journey, 
appointing  both  to  meet  together  in  Sicily;  and  so  Philip,  the 
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French  king,  took  his  way  to  Genoa,  and  King  Richard  to  Mar-  Mkunt. 
seilles,  where  he  remained  eight  days,  appointing  his  navy  to  meet  a.  D. 
him  there.    From  thence  crossing  over  to  Genoa,  where  the  French  1190. 
king  was,  he  passed  forward  by  the  coast  of  Italy,  and  entered  the  ~~ ~~ 
Tiber,  not  far  from  Rome,  where  meeting  with  Ottoman,  the  cardinal 


and  bishop  of  Hostia,  he  did  complain  greatly  of  the  filthy  simony  JjJJJJf,,. 
of  the  pope  and  the  pope's  court,  for  receiving  seven  hundred  marks  etaoftho 
for  consecrating  the  bishop  Cenomanensis ;  also  a  thousand  and  five 
hundred  marks  of  William,  the  bishop  of  Ely,  for  his  office  legantinc; 
and  likewise  an  infinite  sum  of  money  of  the  bishop  of  Bordeaux,  for 
acquitting  him  when  he  should  be  deposed  for  a  certain  crime  laid  to 
his  charge  by  his  clergy,  &c. 

The  seventh  day  of  August,  m  the  year  aforesaid,  King  Richard 
departed  out  of  Marseilles,  after  he  had  there  waited  seven  days  for 
his  navy,  which  came  not,  and  so  hiring  twenty  galleys,  and  ten  great 
barks,  to  ship  over  his  men,  he  sailed  by  the  sea-coast  of  Italy,  and 
came  to  Naples,  and,  partly  by  horse  and  waggon,  partly  by  tfic  sea, 
passing  to  Falernum,  he  came  to  Calabria ;  where,  after  that  he  had 
heard  his  ships  were  arrived  at  Messina,  in  Sicily,  he  made  the  more  The 
speed ;  and  so,  on  the  twenty-third  of  September,  he  sent  to  Messina,  SJjSa*. 
with  such  a  noise  of  trumpets  and  shawms,  with  such  a  rout  and  show,  gfey^ 
that  it  was  the  great  wonderment  and  terror  both  of  the  Frenchmen,  " 
and  of  all  others  that  did  hear  and  behold  the  sight. 

To  the  said  town  of  Messina  the  French  king  had  come  before  the  Richard 
sixteenth  day  of  the  same  month  of  September,  and  had  taken  up  i?*™' 
the  palace  of  Tancred,  king  of  Sicily,  for  his  lodging.     To  him  M«Min*- 
King  Richard,  after  his  arrival,  eftsoons  resorted;   and  when  the 
two  kings  had  communed  together,  immediately  the  same  day  the 
French  king  took  shipping,  and  entered  the  seas,  thinking  to  sail 
toward  the  land  of  Jerusalem  ;  but  after  he  was  out  of  the  haven, 
the  wind  arising  contrary  against  him,  returned  him  back  again  to 
Messina.    Then  King  Richard,  whose  lodging  was  prepared  in  the 
suburbs  without  the  city,  after  he  had  resorted  again,  and  talked  with 
the  French  king,  and  also  had  sent  to  Tancred,  king  of  Sicily,  for 
the  deliverance  of  Joan,  his  sister  (some  time  queen  of  Sicily),  and  Richard 
had  obtained  her  to  be  sent  unto  him,  the  last  day  of  September  h\»  "titter 
passed  over  the  flood  of  Delfar,  and  there  getting  possession  of  a  ^.j, 
stronghold  called  De  la  Bagmare,  or  Le  Barare,  and  placing  therein  JJJjJJ?- 
his  sister,  with  a  sufficient  garrison,  he  returned  again  to  Messina.  tob/Jnt 
On  the  second  of  October  King  Richard  won  another  certain  strong-  to  him* 
hold,  called  *  Monasterium  Griifonum,'  situated  in  the  midst  of  the 
river  Delfar,  between  Messina  and  Calabria ;  from  whence  the  monks 
being  expelled,  he  reposed  there  all  his  store  and  provision  of  victuals, 
which  came  from  England  or  other  places. 

The  citizens  of  Messina,  seeing  that  the  king  of  England  had  won  Di*»rd 
the  castle  and  island  in  De  la  Bagmare,  and  also  the  monastery  of  the  {^^? 
Griffons,  and  doubting  lest  the  king  would  extend  his  power  further  «««>» «' 
to  invade  their  city,  and  get  if  he  could,  the  whole  isle  of  Sicily,  "7th* 
began  to  stir  against  the  king's  army,  and  to  shut  the  Englishmen 
out  of  the  gates,  and  keep  their  walls  against  them.    The  English- 
men, seeing  that,  made  to  the  gates,  and  by  force  would  have  broken 
them  open ;  insomuch  that  the  king,  riding  among  them  with  his 
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Buxardi.  staff,  and  breaking  divers  of  their  heads,  could  not  assuage  their 
A  j).  fierceness ;  such  was  the  rage  of  the  Englishmen  against  the  citizens 
1190.  of  Messina.     The  king,  seeing  the  fury  of  the  people  to  be  such 
TheUng  that  he  could  not  stay  them,  took  boat,  and  went  to  the  palace  of 
rtwrtfe?  ^'n#  Tancred,  to  talk  over  the  matter  with  the  French  king.  In 
race  or    the  mean  time  the  matter  was  so  taken  up  by  the  wise  handling 
p^opi«.    of  the  ancient  of  the  city,  that  both  parties  laying  down  their  armour 
went  home  in  peace. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  October  came  to  King  Richard  the  archbishop 
•tout0*  OI*  Messina,  with  two  other  archbishops,  also  the  French  king,  and 
sundry  other  carls,  barons,  and  bishops,  for  entrcatancc  of  peace.  As 
they  were  together  consulting,  and  had  almost  concluded  upon  the 
peace,  the  citizens  of  Messina  issued  out  of  the  town,  some  going  up 
upon  the  mountains,  some  with  open  force  invading  the  mansion  or 
lodging  of  Hugh  Brun,  an  English  captain.  The  noise  of  this  coming 
to  the  ears  of  the  king,  he,  suddenly  breaking  off  talk  with  the  French 
king  and  the  rest,  departed  from  them,  and  coming  to  his  men, 
commanded  them  forthwith  to  arm  themselves  ;  who  then  with  certain 
a  »kir-    °f  ms  soldiers,  making  up  to  the  top  of  a  mountain,  which  seemed  to 
t^wn'The  l>ass  '^e'r  Power  to  climb,  there  put  the  citizens  to  flight,  chasing 
ciil^m  *  them  down  the  mountain,  unto  the  very  gates  of  the  city ;  whom 
•ifMMd  also  certain  of  the  king's  servants  pursued  within  the  city;  of  whom 
liihmi'o.  ^Ve  va^aI,t  soldiers  and  twenty  of  the  king's  servants  were  slain,  the 
The      French  king  looking  on,  and  not  once  willing  to  rescue  them,  con- 
kfJ>gCh    trarv  to  ms  oat"  and  league  before  made  with  the  king  of  England ; 
th*En    *°r       French  k"1^'  w'tn  ms  men>  ocing  there  present,  rode  in  the 
ii*hm"a."  midst  of  them  safely  and  without  harm  to  and  fro,  and  might  well 
have  eased  the  king's  party  more  than  he  did,  if  he  had  so  liked. 

This  being  known  to  the  English  host,  how  their  fellows  were 
slain,  and  the  Frenchmen  admitted  into  the  city,  and  that  they  were 
excluded,  and  the  gates  barred  against  them,  being  also  stopped 
from  buying  of  victuals  and  other  things ;  they  in  great  indignation 
EntfUh-  gathered  themselves  in  arms,  burst  open  the  gates,  and  scaled  the 
thTcity  ^  walls,  and  so,  winning  the  city,  set  up  their  flags,  with  the  English 
Mn,ma-  arms  upon  the  walls.    When  the  French  king  did  see  this,  he  was 
mightily  offended  ;  requiring  the  king  of  England,  that  the  arms  of 
France  might  also  be  set  up  and  joined  with  his ;  but  King  Richard 
to  that  in  no  case  would  agree.  Notwithstanding,  to  satisfy  his  mind, 
he  was  well  contented  to  take  down  his  arms,  and  commit  the  custody 
of  the  city  to  the  Hospitallers  andTemplars  of  Jerusalem,  till  the  time 
that  Tancred,  king  of  Sicily,  and  he  should  agree  together  upon 
conditions. 

The  These  things  being  done  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  days  of  October,  it 

rented  followed  uPon  the  eighth  day  that  peace  between  the  kings  was 
bpt»*«n  concluded.  In  that  peace  King  Richard,  and  Philip,  the  French 
»nd  the  king,  first  renewed  their  oath  and  league  before  made,  concerning 
kinB.ch  their  mutual  aid  and  society,  during  the  time  of  that  peregrination. 
Pr*re  Secondly,  peace  also  was  concluded  between  King  Richard  and 
eluded  Tancred,  king  of  Sicily  aforesaid,  with  this  condition,  that  the 
k'""*11  daugnter  of  Tancred,  in  case  King  Richard  should  die  without 
afch«rd  issue,  should  marry  Arthur,  duke  of  Brittany,  the  king's  nephew  and 
wed.™'  next  heir  to  this  crown,  whereof  a  formal  chart  was  drawn,  and 
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letters  were  sent  thereof  to  Pope  Clement,  dated  the  ninth  day  of  *^*^f- 
November.  a.,  d. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  these  two  kings  of  France  and  England  were  1190. 
thus  wintering  at  Messina,  the  emperor,  Frederic  I.  (the  same  on 
whose  neck  Pope  Alexander  did  tread  in  the  church  of  Venice, 
saying  the  verse  of  the  psalm,  "  Super  aspidem  et  basiliscum  ambu- 
labis,"  &c.  whereof  read  before),  and  his  son  Conrad,  with  a  mighty 
army 'of  Almains  and  others,  were  coming  up  likewise  toward  the 
land  of  Jerusalem  to  the  siege  of  Acre;  where,  by  the  way,  the  good  Frederic 
emperor,  through  a  great  mischance,  falling  off  his  horse  into  a  river  m  emp*" 
called  Salef,  was  therein  drowned.  After  his  decease,  Conrad,  his  son,  f"^|ff 
taking  the  government  of  his  army,  came  to  the  siege  of  Acre  (in  «° 
which  siege  also  he  died) ;  upon  whose  coming,  such  a  dearth  followed  a'™. 
in  the  camp,  which  lasted  two  months,  that  a  loaf  of  bread,  which, 
before  their  coming  was  sold  for  one  penny,  was  afterwards  sold  for 
three  pounds,  by  reason  whereof  many  christian  soldiers  did  there 
perish  through  famine.    The  chief  food  which  the  princes  there  had 
to  feed  upon,  was  horse-fiesh.    This  famine  being  so  miserable,  some 
good  bishops  there  were  in  the  camp,  namely,  Hubert,  bishop  of 
Salisbury,  with  certain  other  good  bishops,  who,  making  a  general 
collection  through  the  whole  camp  for  the  poor,  made  such  a  provi- 
sion, that  in  this  penury  of  all  things,  no  man  was  so  destitute  and 
needy,  but  somewhat  he  had  for  his  relief ;  till,  within  a  few  days  Ood"a 
after,  by  the  merciful  providence  of  God,  who  is  the  feeder  of  all  dence  in 
creatures,  ships  came  unto  them  with  abundance  of  corn,  wine,  "%Lot 
and  oil. 

The  siege  of  this  town  of  Acre  endured  a  long  season,  which,  as  JjJ  * 
it  was  mightily  oppugned  by  the  Christians,  so  it  was  strongly  defended  Greek  in 
by  the  Saracens,  especially  by  the  help  of  wild-fire,  which  the  Latins  uilJdby 
call  "Greecus  ignis,   so  that  there  was  great  slaughter  on  both  sides.  '* 
During  the  time  of  this  siege  many  noble  personages,  and  also 
bishops,  died,  among  whom  was  Conrad,  the  emperor's  son;  Radulph, 
carl  of  Fougiers ;  the  earl  of  Pericio ;  Robert,  earl  of  Leicester ; 
Baldwin,  archbishop  of  Canterbury;  with  four  archbishops,  and 
divers  other  bishops,  abbots,  carls,  and  also  barons,  to  the  number 
of  four  and  thirty,  and  not  so  few.    All  this  while  King  Richard, 
and  King  Philip  of  France,  still  kept  at  Messina,  in  Sicily,  from  the 
month  of  September  till  April,  for  lack,  I  suppose,  of  wind  or 
weather,  or  else  of  necessity  for  repairing  their  ships.     In  the 
mean  time  King  Richard,  hearing  of  Joachim,  abbot  of  Curacio, 
a  learned  man  in  Calabria  (who  was  then  thought  to  have  the  spirit 
of  prophecy,  and  told  many  things  of  a  people  that  should  come), 
sent  for  him,  with  whom  he  and  his  bishops  had  much  conference 


the  Sari 


about  the  coming  and  time  of  antichrist;  *to'  whom  the  said  Joachim 
expounding  the  place  of  St.  John's  Revelation — "  There  be  seven 
kings,  of  whom  five  are  fallen,  one  is  now,  and  another  is  yet  to  come," 
&c. — declarcth  seven  persecutors  of  the  church  to  be  thereby  signified  : 
Herod,  Nero,  Domitian,  Marentius,  Mahomet,  Turca,  and  the  last, 

(1)  This  paxage,  in  single  Mteritkt,  It  republished  from  the  edition  of  Pose  of  IMS,  pp.  70,  71. 
It  (lightly  differ-  from  the  Latin  edition  of  1 5 :•'.<,  p.  47 ;  an  extract  from  which  U  subjoined : 
"Hegea  7,  inquit,  aeptrtn  auntperaecutorea :  Herod-*,  Nero,  Coustantlua,  Mahumet,  Melaemutua, 
Baladtnu*.  Antichriitua,  *c.  Hrc  HoTedenua.  Annua  vera  hujut  abbatU  erat  \TM  "  Joachim 
flourished  hi  the  thirteenth  century,  and  the  firat  edition  of  hia  propheciea  appeared  at  Venice  In 
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which  he  said  was  then  to  come,  to  be  Antichrist.  And  this  antichrist, 
A.  D  he  said,  was  already  born  in  the  city  of  Rome,  and  should  be  there 
H90.  exalted  in  the  apostolical  see  ;  bringing  to  that  purpose  the  saying  of 
the  apostle,  11  he  is  an  adversary,  and  advanceth  himself  against  all 
that  is  called  God:  and  then  shall  the  wicked  man  be  revealed  whom 
the  Lord  shall  consume  with  the  spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  destroy  with 
the  brightness  of  his  coming."  "Why,""  said  the  king,  "  I  liad  thought 
all  this  while  that  antichrist  should  have  been  born  in  Antioch,  or 
Babylon,  out  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  and  should  have  ruled  in  the 
Lord's  temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  should  have  travailed  in  the  land 
where  Christ  had  travailed,  and  borne  rule  three  years  and  a  half  in 
the  same,  and  dispute  against  Enoch  and  Elias,  and  then  put  them 
to  death,  and  then  have  died  himself ;  after  whose  death  the  Lord 
should  have  given  sixty  days  of  repentance,  wherein  those  that  erred 
from  the  truth,  and  were  seduced  by  the  preaching  of  antichrist*  ami 
his  counterfeit  apostles,  might  repent." 

This,  and  such  like  talk,  had  they  together ;  and  though  the  abbot 
declared  at  that  time  that  antichrist  was  born  at  Rome,  yet  were 
there  certain  prelates,  the  very  members  of  that  wicked  head,  who  in 
no  wise  could  abide  to  hear  the  tale  of  truth,  but  devised  somewhat 
to  reply  against  it.  Among  these  were  Walter,  the  archbishop  of 
Rouen,  and  the  archbishop  of  Appcnna ;  and  Gerard,  archbishop  of 
Auxonnc;  and  John,  bisnop  of  Ebron,  and  divers  others  of  that 
stamp,  whose  replications  and  opinions,  if  they  were  here  put  down, 
they  would  appear  in  that  behalf  good  and  substantial  gear,  I  do 
warrant  you.* 

This  Joachim,  belike,  in  his  book  and  revelations  had  uttered  some 


ron  things  against  the  sec  and  pride  of  Rome,  for  the  which  he  was  less 
?n  Th"  favoured  of  the  popes,  and  judged  an  enemy  to  their  see  ;  and  so  he 
ESS.-  was  condemned  witn  ftis  books  for  a  heretic  by  Pope  Innocent  III. 

in  his  idolatrous  general  council  of  Lateran,  a.d.  1215,  as  ye  may 

read  in  Antoninus. 

Henry,  After  this,  Henry  king  of  Almains,  son  of  Frederic  the  emperor, 
picric,  hearing  of  the  decease  of  his  father,  standing  now  to  be  emperor, 
emperor,  fat  restored  to  Henry  duke  of  Saxony,  and  to  others,  whatsoever 
his  father  before  had  taken  from  them.  That  done,  he  sent  to 
Clement  and  his  cardinals,  promising  in  all  things  to  confirm  the 
laws  and  dignities  of  the  church  of  Rome,  if  they  would  grant  him 
their  assent  to  be  emperor.  Whereupon  Pope  Clement,  by  advice 
of  the  Romans,  assigned  him  the  term  of  Easter  in  the  next  year 
ensuing,  for  his  coronation.  But  before  the  Easter  came,  Pope 
Clement  died,  after  he  had  sat  three  years  and  about  four  months  ; 
after  whom  succeeded  Celestine  III.,  of  whom  more  hereafter,  God 
willing. 

The  time  thus  passing  over,  in  the  month  of  February,  the  next 
a.d  ii9i.  year  following,  which  was  a.d.  1191,  King  Richard  sent  over  his 
galleys  to  Naples,  there  to  meet  his  mother  Elenor,  and  Bcrengaria, 
the  daughter  of  Sancius,  king  of  Navarre,  whom  he  was  purposed  to 
marry,  who  by  that  time  were  come  to  Brundusium,  under  the 
conduct  of  Philip,  earl  of  Flanders,  and  so  proceeding  unto  Naples, 
there  found  the  king's  ships,  wherein  they  sailed  to  Messina.  In  the 
mean  time,  King  Richard  showed  himself  exceedingly  bounteous 
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and  liberal  unto  all  men.    To  the  French  king  first  he  gave  divers  aukmrdt. 
ships ;  upon  others  likewise  he  bestowed  rich  rewards ;  and  of  his  ^  j) 
goods  and  treasure  he  distributed  largely  unto  his  soldiers  and  ser-  1191. 
vants  about  him.    Of  him  it  was  reported  that  he  distributed  more  Bountiful 
in  one  month,  than  ever  any  of  his  predecessors  did  in  a  whole  year ;  IJjjjjjjJj* 
by  reason  whereof  he  purchased  great  love  and  favour,  which  not  only  Richard, 
redounded  to  the  advancement  of  his  fame,  but  also  to  his  singular 
use  and  profit,  as  the  sequel  afterwards  proved. 

To  proceed  then  in  the  progress  of  King  Richard,  it  followeth  :  Honnur 
on  the  first  day  of  March,  he,  leaving  the  citv  of  Messina,  where  the  »>•>••  «■«• 

u        l.  1  •        '  °  ..1         m  ,    ,  .  lertain- 

rrench  king  was,  went  on  unto  Catana,  a  city  where  lancrcd,  king  mem  nf 
of  Sicily,  then  lay,  where  he  was  honourably  received,  and  there  ^cj^ 
remained  with  King  Tancred  three  days  and  three  nights.    On  the  cre<1 
fourth  day,  when  he  should  depart,  Tancred  offered  him  many  rich 
presents  in  gold  and  silver,  and  precious  silks;  whereof  King  Richard 
would  receive  nothing  but  one  little  ring  for  a  token  of  his  good  will. 
For  this  King  Richard  again  gave  him  a  rich  sword.    At  length, 
when  King  Ricliard  should  take  his  leave.  King  Tapered  would  not 
so  let  him  part,  but  needs  would  give  him  four  great  ships  and 
fifteen  galleys  ;  and  furthermore,  he  himself  would  needs  accom- 
pany him,  the  space  of  two  days'*  journey,  to  a  place  called  Tavcr- 
nium. 

Then  the  next  morning,  when  they  should  take  their  leave,  Tan-  Philip, 
cred  declared  unto  him  the  message  which  the  French  king,  a  little  pj^nch 
before,  had  sent  unto  him  by  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the  purport 
whereof  was  this  :  11  That  the  king  of  England  was  a  false  traitor,  owi"" 
and  would  never  keep  the  peace  that  was  between  them.    And  if  S?S? 
the  said  Tancred  wouid  war  against  bim,  or  secretly  by  night  invade  "/urUon 
him,  he,  with  all  his  power,  would  assist  him,  and  join  with  him  to  Richmrd. 
the  destruction  of  him  and  all  his  army.'"    To  whom  Richard  the  king 
protested  again,  that  he  was  no  traitor,  and  never  was ;  anil,  as  touch- 
ing the  peace  begun  between  them,  the  same  should  never  be  broken 
through  him,  neither  could  he  believe  that  the  French  king,  being 
his  good  lord,  and  his  sworn  copartner  in  that  voyage,  would  utter 
any  such  words  of  him.    Which,  when  Tancred  heard,  he  bringeth 
forth  the  letters  of  the  French  king,  sent  to  him  by  the  duke  of 
Burgundy;  affirming,  moreover,  that  if  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
would  deny  the  bringing  of  the  said  letters,  he  was  ready  to  try  Faithful 
with  him  by  any  of  his  dukes.    King  Richard,  receiving  the  letters,  $£!c£d 
and  musing  not  a  little  upon  the  same,  retumeth  again  to  Messina 
The  same  day  that  King  Richard  departed,  the  French  king  cometh 
to  Tavemium  to  speak  with  Tancred,  and  there  abode  with  him  that 
night,  rind  on  the  morrow  returned  to  Messina  again. 

From  that  time  King  Richard,  moved  in  stomach  against  King  M  ^ 
Philip,  never  showed  any  gentle  countenance  of  peace  and  amity, 
as  he  before  was  wont ;  whereat  the  French  king  greatly  marvelling,  between 
and  inquiring  earnestly  what  should  be  the  cause  thereof,  word  was  French 
sent  him  again  by  Philip,  earl  of  Flanders,  what  words  he  had  sent  gj** 
to  the  king  of  Sicily ;  and  for  the  testimony  thereof,  the  letters  n\^.ui. 
were  showed,  which  he  wrote  by  the  duke  of  Burgundy  to  the  king  Rtrhard 
of  Sicily.  When  the  French  king  understood  this,  he  first  held  his  Jb"rf,ffb 
peace,  as  guilty  in  his  conscience,  not  knowing  well  what  to  answer.  ~ 
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Ruhardi.  At  length,  turning  his  tale  to  another  matter,  he  began  to  quarrel 
A  2)   with  King  Richard,  pretending  as  though  he  sought  causes  to  break 
1191.  with  him,  and  to  malign  him,  and  therefore  he  forged  these  lies  (said 
king  wlth  he)  upon  him,  and  all  because  he  by  that  means  would  void  to 
hood!     man7  with  Alice,  his  sister,  according  as  he  liad  promised :  adding, 
uuan*i   moreover,  that  if  he  would  so  do,  and  would  not  marry  the  said  Alice 
nwUriie.  his  sister,  according  to  his  oath,  but  would  marry  another,  he  would 
be  an  enemy  to  him  and  his,  while  he  lived. 

To  this  King  Richard  said  again,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
f     marry  that  woman,  forasmuch  as  his  father  had  had  by  her  a  son  : 
for  proof  whereof  he  had  there  presently  to  bring  forth  divers  and 
A^e-    sundry  witnesses  to  the  king's  face,  to  testify  with  him.    In  conclu- 
Iw'ea'the  s'on'  through  counsel  and  persuasion  of  divers  about  the  French 
J™       king,  agreement  at  last  was  made,  so  that  King  Philip  did  acquit 
wnh'ih.  King  Richard  from  his  bond  of  marrying  his  sister;  and  King 
uJm!     Richard  again  should  be  bound  to  pay  to  him  every  year,  for  the 
spare  of  five  years,  two  thousand  marks ;  with  certain  other  conditions 
besides,  not  greatly  material  in  this  place  to  be  deciphered.  Thus, 
The      peace  between  them  being  concluded,  the  eight  and  twentieth  day  of 
5y*    the  said  month  of  March,  the  French  king,  launching  out  of  the 
to  Acre    haven  0I*  Messina,  on  the  two  and  twentieth  day  after,  in  Easter 

week,  came  with  his  army  to  the  siege  of  Acre. 
Bcren-       After  the  departure  of  the  French  king  from  Messina  (King 
Richard,  with  his  army,  yet  remaining  behind),  Queen  Elenor, 
3?tf?  tne  king's  mother,  arrived,  bringing  with  her  Berengaria,  the  king  of 
Heme- '  Navarre's  daughter,  to  be  espoused  to  King  Richard.    This  done, 
SauKhier  Elenor,  leaving  Berengaria  behind  her,  departed,  taking  her  journey 
kinj  or    toward  Rome,  to  entreat  the  pope  for  Gaufrid,  her  other  son  above 
Navarre,  mentioned,  to  be  consecrated  in  the  archbishopric  of  York,  he  having 
uTbe8ht  been  before  elected  by  the  procurement  of  King  Richard,  his  brother, 
as  ye  heard.    At  this  time,  as  Queen  Elenor  was  travelling  toward 
Rome,  Pope  Clement,  above  mentioned,  died  about  the  sixth  day  of 
April,  in  whose  room  succeeded  Pope  Celcstine  111.,  who,  the  next 
day  after  his  consecration,  came  from  Latcran  to  St.  Peter's  church, 
where  in  the  way  met  him  Henry,  the  emperor,  and  Constantia,  his 
wife,  with  a  great  rout  of  armed  soldiers ;  but  the  Romans,  making 
fast  their  gates,  would  not  suffer  them  to  enter  their  city.  Then 
Pope  Celestinc,  standing  upon  the  stairs  before  the  church  door  of 
St.  Peter,  received  an  oath  of  the  said  Henry,  king  of  the  A 1  mains 
(his  army  waiting  without),  that  he  should  defend  the  church  of  God, 
and  all  the  liberties  thereof,  and  maintain  justice;  also  that  he  should 
restore  again  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  full  and  whole,  whatsoever 
hath  been  diminished  thereof ;  and  finally,  that  he  should  rc-surrendcr 
ofRome*  *°  tne  cnurcn  0I*  Rohm  the  city  of  Tusculanum.    Upon  these  con- 
in  thcftiu  ditions  and  grants,  the  pope  then  took  him  to  the  church,  and  there 
|Xe!     anointed  him  for  emperor,  and  his  wife  for  empress;  who,  there 
Po        sitting  in  his  chair  pontifical,  held  the  crown  of  gold  between  his 
cetettine  feet,  and  so  the  emperor,  bowing  down  his  head  to  the  pope's  feet, 
Kuy**  received  the  crown ;  and  in  like  manner  the  empress  also.  The 
wr  wulT  crown  thus  being  set  upon  the  emperor's  head,  the  pope,  immediately* 
wi  reet.  with  his  foot  struck  it  off  again  from  his  head  unto  the  ground, 
urietT  declaring  thereby,  that  he  had  power,  to  depose  him  in  case  he 
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bo  deserved.  Then  the  cardinals,  taking  up  the  crown,  set  it  upon  Ktumi. 
his  head  again.'  .  ^ 

Not  long  after  the  departure  of  King  Philip  from  Messina,  which  liW. 
was  in  the  month  of  March,  King  Richard,  in  April  following,  al>out 
the  twentieth  day  of  the  said  month,  sailing  from  the  haven  of  Mes-  c,»p«<"'» 
sina  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  great  ships,  and  three  and  fifty  great  with  hi» 
galleys,  well  manned  and  appointed,  took  journey  towards  Acre ;  foot' 
who  being  upon  the  seas  on  Good  Friday,  about  the  ninth  hour 
there  arose  a  mighty  south  wind,  with  a  tempest,  which  dissevered  Richard 
and  scattered  all  nis  navy,  some  to  one  place,  and  some  to  another.  wVitha*tn 
The  kins',  with  a  few  ships,  was  driven  to  the  isle  of  Crete,  and  '""P**1 

All  JTOliiji  to 

there,  before  the  haven  of  Rhodes,  cast  anchor.    The  ship  that  Acre, 
carried  the  king's  sister,  the  queen  of  Sicily,  and  Bercngaria,  the 
king  of  Navarre's  daughter,  with  two  other  ships,  were  driven  to 
the  isle  of  Cyprus.    The  king,  making  great  moan  for  the  ship  his 
sister  was  in,  and  Berengaria,  his  wife  that  should  be,  not  knowing 
what  had  become  of  them,  after  the  tempest  was  overblown,  sent 
forth  his  galleys  diligently  to  search  for  the  rest  of  his  navy  dispersed, 
but  especially  for  the  ship  wherein  his  sister  was,  and  the  maiden 
whom  he  should  marry ;  who  at  length  were  found  safe  and  merry 
at  Port  Limisso,  in  the  isle  of  Cyprus.    Notwithstanding  the  two 
other  ships,  which  were  in  their  company  before  in  the  same  haven, 
were  drowned,  with  divers  of  the  king's  servants,  and  men  of  wor- 
ship; amongst  whom  was  Master  Roger,  called  1  Malus  Catulus,' 
the  king's  vice-chancellor,  who  was  found  having  the  king's  seal 
luinging  about  his  neck.    The  king  of  Cyprus  was  then  Isakius  ^ 
(called  also  the  emperor  of  the  Griffons),  who  took  and  imprisoned  {^J*^ 
all  Englishmen  who  by  shipwreck  were  cast  upon  his  land,  also  » <™fi 
inveigling  into  his  hands  the  goods  and  prizes  of  those  who  were  Er.Kiuh-° 
found  drowned  about  his  coasts ;  neither  would  he  suffer  the  ship  me,u 
wherein  the  two  ladies  were,  to  enter  within  the  port. 

The  tidings  of  this  being  brought  to  King  Richard,  he,  in  great  Richard 
wrath,  gathering  his  galleys  and  ships  together,  boardcth  the  land  of  ^,kt„h 
Cvprus,  where  he  first  in  gentlewise  significth  to  King  Isakius,  how  the  kin* 
he  with  his  Englishmen,  coming  as  strangers  to  the  supportation  of  for  hi* 
the  Holy  Land,  were,  by  distress  of  weather,  driven  upon  his  bounds;  ^ivuy™ 
and,  therefore,  with  all  humble  petition  besought  him,  in  God's  behalf, 
and  for  reverence  of  the  Holy  Cross,  to  let  go  such  prisoners  of  his 
as  he  had  in  captivity,  and  to  restore  again  the  goods  of  those  who 
were  drowned,  which  he  detained  in  his  hands,  to  be  employed  for 
the  behoof  of  their  souls.   And  this  the  king,  once,  twice,  and  thrice, 
desired  of  the  emperor.    But  he,  proudly  answering  again,  sent  the  The  dis- 
king word,  that  he  would  neither  let  the  captives  go,  nor  render  the  of 
goods  of  them  that  were  drowned. 

When  King  Richard  heard  how  little  the  Emperor  Isakius  made 
of  his  so  humble  and  honest  petition,  and  how  nothing  there  could 
be  gotten  without  violent  force ;  immediately  he  givcth  commandment 
through  all  his  host,  to  put  themselves  in  armour,  and  to  follow  him, 
to  revenge  such  injuries  received  of  that  proud  and  cruel  king 

(1)  RxTeteri  chronica  manoicripto  anonjrmo,  dc  (te»ti«  Richard!  Rcpi*.  Mil  tnitlum,  "  Anno 
',"  «rc.    Item  ex  alio  ejdadem  vetiutari*  chronica  inanuncriptc,  tui  IniUuui, 
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niekot+t.  of  Cyprus ;  willing  them  to  put  their  trust  in  God,  and  not  to  doubt 
A.D.  but  that  the  Lord  would  stand  with  them,  and  give  them  the  victory. 
1191.  The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  with  his  people,  stood  warding  the 
sea  coasts,  where  the  Englishmen  should  arrive,  with  swords,  bills, 
and  lances,  and  such  other  weapons  as  they  had,  setting  boards,  stools, 
and  chests  before  them  instead  of  a  wall.    Howbeit  but  few  of  them 
were  harnessed,  and  for  the  most  part  all  inexpert  and  unskilful 
Richard  in  the  feats  of  war.    Then  King  Richard  with  his  soldiers,  issuing 
om  ua-  cut  of  their  ships,  first  set  his  bowmen  before,  who  with  their  shot 
uororo?  Inade  away  for  others  to  follow.    The  Englishmen,  thus  winning  the 
fon»G*ho  ^ant^  uP°n  them,  so  fiercely  pressed  upon  the  Griffons,  that  after  long 
!•  put"*0  fighting  and  many  blows,  at  last,  the  emperor  was  put  to  flight ; 
flishL     whom  King  Richard  valiantly  pursued,  and  slew  many,  and  divers  he 
took  alive,  and  had  gone  near  also  to  have  had  the  emperor,  had  not 
the  night  come  on  and  parted  the  battle.    And  thus  King  Richard, 
with  much  spoil  and  great  victory  returning  to  the  port  town  of  Limisso, 
which  the  townsmen  had  left  for  fear,  found  there  great  abundance 
of  corn,  wine,  oil,  and  victuals. 

The  same  day  after  the  victory,  Joan,  the  king's  sister,  and  Beren- 
garia, the  maiden,  entered  the  port  and  town  of  Limisso,  with  fifty 
great  ships,  and  fourteen  galliots ;  so  that  all  the  whole  navy  there 
meeting  together,  were  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  tall  ships,  and 
above  threescore  galliots.    Then  Isakius  the  emperor,  seeing  no  way 
for  himself  to  escape  by  the  sea,  the  same  night  pitched  his  tents  five 
miles  off  from  the  English  army,  swearing  that  the  third  day  after  he 
would  surely  give  battle  to  King  Richard.    But  he  preventing  him 
before,  suddenly,  the  same  morning  before  the  day  of  battle  should 
iiie  king  be,  setteth  upon  the  tents  of  the  Griffons  early  (they  being  unawares 
aJS.Pp^»  and  asleep,)  and  made  of  them  a  great  slaughter ;  insomuch  that  the 
u>  night,  emperor  was  fain  naked  to  run  away,  leaving  his  tents  and  pavilions 
to  the  Englishmen,  full  of  horses  and  rich  treasure,  also  with  the 
imperial  standard,  the  lower  part  whereof,  with  a  costly  streamer,  was 
King     covered  and  wrought  all  with  gold.    King  Richard  then  returning 
marricth  with  victory  and  triumph  to  his  sister  and  Berengaria,  shortly  after,  in 
rialnuw  the  month  of  May  following,  and  the  twelfth  day  of  the  same  month, 
Uj  of    married  the  said  Berengaria,  daughter  of  Rancon,  king  of  Navarre, 
Cypn'*"  at  Limisso  in  the  isle  of  Cyprus. 

The  king  of  Cyprus,  seeing  himself  overmatched,  was  driven  at 
iMkim  length  to  yield  himself  with  conditions ;  to  give  King  Richard  twenty 
MaSSS  thousand  marks  in  gold,  for  amends  of  such  spoils  as  he  had  gotten  of 
SuSSL  tnem  tnat  vrere  drowned ;  also  to  restore  all  his  captives  again  to  the 
king ;  and,  furthermore,  in  his  own  person,  to  attend  upon  the  king  to 
the  land  of  Jerusalem,  in  God's  service  and  his,  with  four  hundred 
horsemen,  and  five  hundred  footmen ;  in  pledge  whereof  he  would 
give  into  his  hands  his  castles,  and  his  only  daughter,  and  would  hold 
2q^r!ti)  his  kingdom  of  him.    This  done,  and  the  emperor  swearing  fidelity 
coT.dietn  to  King  Richard,  before  Guido  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  prince 
tion».     of  Antioch  (who  were  come  thither  to  King  Richard  a  little  before), 
peace  was  taken,  and  Isakius  was  committed  to  the  ward  of  certain 
Again     Keepers.    Notwithstanding,  shortly  after,  he,  breaking  from  his 
»uhmit-  keepers,  was  again  at  defiance  with  the  king.    Whereupon  King 
irif,      Ricnard,  besetting  the  island  of  Cyprus  round  about  with  ships  and 
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galleys,  did  in  such  sort  prevail,  that  the  subjects  of  the  land  were  MUkaHU. 
constrained  to  yield  themselves  to  the  king,  and  at  length  the  A  D 
daughter  also  of  the  emperor,  and  at  last  the  emperor  himself,  whom   i  i«m  . 
King  Richard  caused  to  be  kept  in  fetters  of  silver  and  gold,  and  to  u  kcp,  in 
be  sent  to  the  city  of  Tripolis.  SUi't^ 

These  things  thus  done,  and  all  set  in  order  touching  the  posses-  Rkhardi 
sion  of  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  the  keeping  whereof  he  committed  unto  ^Kw. 
Radulph,  son  of  Godfrey,  lord  chamberlain,  being  then  the  first  day 
of  June;  upon  the  fifth  of  the  said  month,  King  Richard  departed 
from  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  with  his  ships  and  galleys  towards  the  siege 
of  Acre,  and  on  the  morrow  came  unto  Tyre,  where,  by  procure- 
ment of  the  French  king,  he  was  constrained  by  the  citizens  to  enter. 
The  next  day  after,  which  was  the  sixth  day  of  June,  crossing  the  seas,  s»r»<«en» 
he  met  with  a  great  bark,  fraught  with  soldiers  and  men  of  war,  Jhe'r^cu. 
to  the  number  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  ;  who,  pretending  to  be  °'*"f\, 
t  renchmen,  and  setting  forth  then:  flag  with  the  b  rench  arms,  were  «^  on »»» 
indeed  Saracens,  secretly  sent  with  wild-fire  and  certain  barrels  of  K?ngy 
unknown  serpents,  to  the  defence  of  the  town  of  Acre.    This  King  Kich*rd« 
Richard  at  length  perceiving,  eftsoons  set  upon  them,  and  so  van- 
quished them ;  of  whom  the  most  were  drowned,  and  some  taken 
alive ;  which  being  once  known  in  the  city  of  Acre,  as  it  was  a  great 
discomfort  there,  so  it  was  a  great  help  unto  the  Christians  for 
winning  the  city.    The  next  day  after,  which  was  the  seventh  of 
June,  King  Richard  came  to  Acre,  which  at  that  time  had  been 
long  besieged  of  the  Christians  ;  after  whose  coming  it  was  not  long 
before  the  pagans  within  the  city  seeing  their  walls  to  be  undermined 
and  towers  overthrown,  were  driven  by  composition  to  escape  with  The  city 
life  and  limb,  to  surrender  the  city  to  the  two  kings.    Another  great  t„ 
help  to  the  Christians  in  winning  the  city  was  this :  in  the  said  city  {j^'h,i* 
of  Acre  there  was  a  secret  Christian  among  the  Saracens,  who,  in 
time  of  the  siege  there,  used  at  sundry  times  to  cast  over  the  walls, 
into  the  camp  of  the  Christians,  certain  bills  written  in  Hebrew, 
Greek,  and  Latin,  wherein  he  disclosed  unto  the  Christians,  from  Hone.t 
time  to  time,  the  doings  and  counsels  of  the  enemies,  advertising  ££ret  * 
them  how  and  in  what  way  they  should  work,  and  of  what  to  beware ;  f^™*'*0 
and  always  his  letters  began  thus  :  "  In  nomine  Patris,  et  Filii,  et  Jg^ 
Spiritus  Sancti ;  Amen;"  by  reason  whereof,  the  Christians  were  much 
advantaged  in  their  proceedings.    But  this  was  a  great  heaviness  unto 
them,  that  neither  would  he  utter  his  name,  nor,  when  the  city  was  got, 
could  they  ever  understand  who  he  was.1 

To  make  of  a  long  siege  a  short  narration,  upon  the  twelfth  day  of 
July  in  the  year  aforesaid,  a.d.  1191,  the  princes  and  captains  of 
the  pagans,  upon  agreement,  resorted  to  the  tent  of  the  Templars,  to  The  form 
commune  with  the  two  kings  touching  peace  and  giving  up  of  their  mnciud- 
city,  the  form  of  which  peace  was  this :  That  the  kings  should  liave  the 
the  city  of  Acre  freely  and  fully  delivered  unto  them,  with  all  that  j^ypi, 
was  within  ;  and  that  five  hundred  captives  of  the  Christians  should  Pnn<*»  of 
be  restored  unto  them,  which  were  in  Acre:  also  that  the  holy  cross  Acre* 
fthould  be  to  them  rendered,  and  a  thousand  christian  captives,  with 
two  hundred  horsemen,  whosoever  they  themselves  would  choose  out 
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of  all  those  which  were  in  the  power  of  Saladin :  over  and  besides, 
A  j)    they  should  give  to  the  kings,  two  hundred  thousand  bisants,  so  that 
1191.  they  themselves  would  remain  as  pledges  in  the  kings'  hands  for  the 
performance  hereof ;  that  if,  in  forty  days,  these  aforesaid  covenants 
were  not  accomplished,  they  would  abide  the  kings'*  mercy  touching  life 
and  limb.    These  covenants  being  agreed  upon,  the  kings  sent  their 
soldiers  and  servants  into  the  city,  to  take  one  hundred  of  the  richest 
and  best  of  the  city,  to  close  them  up  in  towers  under  strong  keeping, 
and  the  residue  they  committed  to  be  kept  in  houses  and  streets, 
ministering  unto  them  according  to  their  necessities :  to  whom  not- 
withstanding, this  they  permitted,  that  as  many  of  them  as  would  be 
baptized,  and  receive  the  faith  of  Christ,  should  be  free  to  go  whither 
they  would.    Whereupon,  many  there  were  of  the  pagans,  who  for 
t»?uht ta  ^cax  °f  death  pretended  to  be  baptized,  but  who,  afterwards,  as  soon 
mmmSl  218  *^ey  could,  revolted  again  to  the  Saladin ;  on  which  account  it  was 
cokicu.  t^erwn^B  comman(lcd  by  the  kings,  that  none  of  them  should  be 
baptized  against  their  wills. 

The  t»o 

The  thirteenth  day  of  July,  King  Philip  of  France,  and  King 
vlacthi  Richard,  after  they  had  obtained  the  possession  of  Acre,  divided 
Acre°wi  bctween  tDem  ^  things  therein  contained,  as  well  the  people,  as 
^i7f'loi,h  the  gold  and  silver,  with  all  other  furniture  whatsoever  remaining  in 
ih^Lr.  *nc  city  i  wno»  m  dividing  the  spoil,  were  such  good  carvers  unto 
»hemCcn  themselves,  that  many  knights  and  barons,  with  other  soldiers,  who 
•citci.  had  there  sustained  the  whole  travail  two  years  together  about  the 
common-  siege,  seeing  the  kings  to  take  all  unto  themselves,  and  their  part  to 
whoSo"'  0(2  Du*  "ttle,  retracted  themselves  without  the  uttennost  trench ;  and 
t»icctt>  there,  after  consultation  had  together,  sent  word  to  the  kings  that 
paini,  they  would  leave  and  forsake  them,  unless  they  were  made  partakers 
tota  u£  aJso  of  the  gains  for  which  they  had  so  long  travailed.  To  whom 
answer  was  sent  again  by  the  kings,  that  their  wills  should  be  satisfied: 
howbeit,  because  of  long  deferring  of  their  promise,  many,  constrained 


by  poverty,  departed  from  them. 


K!n|C        The  twentieth  day  of  July,  King  Richard,  speaking  with  the 
nqrtnlh  French  king,  desired  him  that  they  two  with  their  armies  would  bind 
of  ti>e     themselves  by  oath  to  remain  there  still  in  the  land  of  Jerusalem  the 
u£m    space  of  three  years,  for  the  winning  and  recovering  again  of  those 
[hr£in    countries.    But  he  would  swear,  he  said,  no  such  oath :  and  so  the 
ye*™     next  day,  King  Richard,  with  his  wife  and  sister,  entercth  into  the 
flLnny,  but  city  of  Acre,  and  placed  there  himself  in  the  king's  palace ;  the 
not.wouW  French  king  remaining  in  the  houses  of  the  Templars,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  the  end  of  the  month.  About  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  August,  Philip,  the  French  king,  after  he  and  King  Richard  had 
made  agreement  between  Guido  and  Conrad,  the  marquis,  about  the 
kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  went  from  Acre  to  Tyre ;  notwithstanding, 
King  Richard  and  all  the  princes  of  the  christian  army,  with  great 
entreaty,  desired  him  to  tarry;  showing  what  a  shame  it  were  for  him 
to  come  so  far,  and  now  to  leave  undone  that  for  which  he  came;  and 
on  the  third  of  August  he  departed  from  Tyre,  leaving  his  half  part 
of  the  city  of  Acre  in  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid  Conrad,  the  marquis. 
After  Philip's  departure,  the  pagans  refused  to  keep  their  covenants ; 
who  neither  would  restore  the  holy  cross,  nor  the  money,  nor  their 
captives,  sending  word  to  King  Richard,  that  if  he  beheaded  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


A  BRIEF  STORY   OF  WILLIAM   BISHOP  OF   KI.Y.  8(YJ 

pledges  left  with  him  at  Acre,  they  would  chop  off  the  heads  of  such  nukardi. 
captives  of  the  Cliristians  as  were  in  their  hands.    Shortly  after  this,  A  q 
the  Saladin,  sending  great  gifts  to  King  Richard,  requested  the  time  uW. 
hmitcd  for  beheading  of  the  captives  to  be  prorogued,  but  the  king 
refused  to  take  his  gifts,  and  to  grant  his  request ;  whereupon  the  Spu'vi'!" 
Saladin  caused  all  the  christian  captives  within  his  possession  forth-  Jjjj!"^ 
with  to  be  beheaded,  which  was  the  eighteenth  day  of  August.  <ul 
Albeit  King  Richard  understood  this,  yet  would  not  he  prevent  the 
time  before  limited  for  the  execution  of  his  prisoners,  being  the 
twentieth  of  August.    Upon  that  day  he  caused  the  prisoners  of  the 
Saracens,  openly  in  the  sight  of  the  Saladin's  army,  to  lose  their 
heads ;  the  number  of  whom  came  to  two  thousand  five  hundred,  san*™ 
save  only  that  certain  of  the  principal  of  them  he  reserved  for  pur-  SSJf  by 
poses  and  considerations,  especially  to  make  exchange  for  the  holy 
'cross,  and  certain  others  of  the  christian  captives. 

After  this,  King  Richard  purposed  to  besiege  the  city  of  Joppa ; 
where,  by  the  way.  between  Acre  and  Joppa,  near  to  a  town  called 
Ashur,  Saladin,  with  a  great  multitude  of  his  Saracens,  came  fiercely 
against  the  king's  rearward ;  but,  through  God's  merciful  grace,  in 
the  same  battle  the  king's  warriors  acquitted  them  so  well,  that  the 
Saladin  was  put  to  flight  (whom  the  Christians  pursued  the  space  of  The  s» 
three  miles),  and  lost  the  same  day  many  of  his  nobles  and  captives,  {£*i"Kftf* 
in  such  sort  that  it  was  thought  the  Saladin  had  not  been  put  to  such  a  noble 
confusion  for  forty  years  before  ;  and  but  one  cliristian  captain,  called  ^o3rk 
James  A  vermis,  in  that  conflict  was  overthrown.    From  thence  King  JJJ^  ^ 
Richard,  proceeding  further,  went  to  Joppa,  and  then  to  Ascalon,  King  m 
where  he  first  found  the  city  of  Joppa  forsaken  of  the  Saracens,  who  c  M  ' 
durst  not  abide  the  king's  coming.    Ascalon,  the  Saladin  threw 
down  to  the  ground,  and  likewise  forsook  the  whole  land  of  Syria ;  King 
through  all  which  land  the  king  had  free  passage  without  resistance,  in'  * 
neither  durst  the  Saracen  prince  encounter,  after  that,  with  King 
Richard.    Of  all  his  achievements  the  said  King  Richard  sent  his 
letters  of  certificate  as  well  into  England,  as  also  to  the  abbot  of 
Clara  Vallc,  in  France ;  well  hoping  that  he,  God  willing,  should  be 
able  to  make  his  repair  again  to  them  by  Easter  next. 
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king's  CHANCELLOR. 


And  now,  to  leave  King  Richard  awhile  in  the  field,  let  us  make  A.  D. 
a  step  into  England,  and  look  a  little  at  what  is  doing  at  home  while 
the  king  is  abroad,  and  so  return  to  the  king  again.    Ye  heard  nyj 
before  how  King  Richard,  at  his  setting  forth,  committed  the  govern-  Four 
ment  of  the  realm  to  Hugo,  bishop  of  Durham,  and  to  William,  jjjj^ 
bishop  of  Ely,  so  that  to  the  bishop  of  Durham  was  committed  the 
keeping  of  the  castle  of  Windsor.    The  other,  who  was  the  bishop  »ppoint- 
of  Ely,  had  the  keeping  of  the  Tower  of  I^ondon,  about  which  he  * 
caused  a  great  ditch  with  a  rampart  to  be  made,  which  is  yet  remain- 
ing.    Furthermore,  to  these  two  bishops  the  king  also  assigned  four 
other  chief  justices,  who,  jointly  with  them,  should  have  the  hearing  * 
and  oversight  of  all  causes,  as  well  to  the  clergy  as  to  the  laity  apper- 
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Riekardi.  taining :  to  wit,  Hugh  Bardolf,  William  Marshal,  Geoffrey  Peterson, 
A  D.  and  William  Brewer ;  but  the  bishop  of  Ely  was  the  principal,  or 
1190  at  least  he  that  took  most  upon  him,  who  both  was  the  King's  chan- 
to     cellor,  anil  bought  with  his  money  to  be  the  pope's  legate  through 
1191-  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  as  is  before  specified.    *For'  the 
said  Ely  being  more  ambitious,  so  practised  with  the  king,  that  with 
the  king's  ambassadors  sending  his  letters  to  the  pope,  he  obtained 
there  the  authority  legative  upon  the  whole  realm  of  England,  as  the 
pope's  letters*  to  him  again  directed  may  appear.*    'I  ouching  the 
excessive  pride  and  pomp  of  thiB  bishop,  his  rufflings  outrageous,  and 
fall  most  shameful,  it  would  make  a  long  tragedy  to  relate  the  whole 
circumstances  at  full ;  to  demonstrate  only  certain  specialities  thereof, 
for  our  present  purpose  may  suffice. 
™fret>       First,  this  William,  called  Longchamp,  being  thus  advanced  by  the 
ana  briu  king  to  be  his  high  chancellor,  and  chief  justice  of  the  realm,  and  also 
■uspend  the  pope's  legate,  to  show  abroad  the  authority  of  his  legateship, 
wiJT  the  DCgan  t°  suspend  the  canons,  clerks,  and  vicars  of  the  church  of 
lord  ie-  St.  Peter  in  York,  because  they  received  him  not  with  procession  : 
loi\™  under  which  interdiction  he  held  them,  till  they  were  fain  at  last,  both 
'tZhL  lpn>-  canons,  clerks,  and  vicars,  to  fall  down  at  his  feet,  causing  all  their 
bells  to  be  let  down  out  of  the  steeple.    After  this  cometh  Hugo, 
bishop  of  Durham,  whom  the  king  sent  home  out  of  Normandy  with 
his  letters ;  who,  meeting  with  the  aforesaid  William,  bishop  of  Ely, 
in  the  town  of  Ely,  showed  him  the  king's  letters,  wherein  was 
granted  to  him  the  keeping  of  Windsor  castle,  and  to  be  the  king's 
lustice  from  the  river  Humber  to  the  borders  of  Scotland.    To  these 
letters  the  chancellor  answered,  that  the  king's  commandment  should 
be  done,  and  so  brought  him  with  him  to  Suwel,  where  he  took  him 
and  kept  him  hist,  till  he  was  forced  at  last  to  surrender  to  him  the 
pctufh    castle  of  Windsor,  and  other  things  which  the  king  had  committed  to 
or'whid-  his  custody ;  and  moreover,  he  was  constrained  to  leave  with  the  said 
chancellor,  Henry  de  Puteaco,  his  own  son,  and  Gilbert  Leigh,  for 
[of  pledges  and  hostages  of  his  fidelity,  to  be  true  to  the  king  and  realm. 
And  thus  the  bishop  of  Durham,  being  set  at  liberty,  went  to  his 
town  of  Hoveden  ;  where,  after  he  had  made  his  abode  a  few  days, 
cometh  thither  Osbert  Longchamp,  the  chancellor's  brother,  and 
William  Stutiville,  with  a  great  company  of  armed  men  sent  by  the 
chancellor  to  apprehend  him.    But  the  said  bishop  of  Durham,  put- 
ting in  sureties  not  to  depart  that  town  without  license  of  the  king 
and  of  the  chancellor,  there  still  remained  till  he  got  letters  to  be 
sent  to  the  king,  signifying  how  he  was  used.    Whereupon  the  king, 
writing  his  letters  from  Marseilles  to  the  bishop  of  Ely,  set  the  said 
bishop  of  Durham  free,  and  confirmed  to  him  all  the  possessions  and 
grants  that  he  before  had  given  him. 

It  is  almost  incredible  to  think  how  intempcrately  this  bishop  and 
prideTnd*  chancellor  misconducted  himself,  after  the  king's  departure  into  Syria, 
tk»of:  in  excess  of  pride,  and  in  cruel  exactions  and  oppressions  of  the 

(1)  For  tliis  package,  with  Pope  Clement't  letter,  tee  Edition  1SS3,  p.  70.— En, 
(1)  The  Letter  of  Poft  Clement  III.  to  the  Bithop  of  A  !<i.  —  "  Clement  EpUeopoa,  &c.  Juxta 
commendabile  deslderiura  charitaimi  in  domino  Alii  nottri  Uluttrittiml  Anglurum  regit,  frater- 
nitati  tua?,lrgat!onl«  offlciutn  in  taU  Anglia  et  Wallia  tarn  per  Cnntuarientcra  quam  per  Kbnra- 
•rehiepitcopatum,  et  In  illii  Hyberni*  partlbui,  in  quibu*  nobilia  vlr  Joanne*  Cornea 
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kings  subjects.    First,  his  fellow-justices,  whom  the  king  joined 
with  him  for  government  of  the  realm,  he  utterly  rejected  and  refused  A  y 
to  hear  their  counsel,  reputing  none  to  be  equal  with  him  in  all  the  im\ 

realm.    Neither  was  he  contented  with  the  authority  of  a  prelate,  

but  played  both  king  and  priest  in  the  realm.    All  castles,  lordships,  SSmtk 
abbeys,  churches,  and  all  other  appropriations  belonging  to  the  right  Hy* 
of  the  king,  he  claimed  to  himself ;  and,  by  virtue  of  his  legatcship, 
when  he  came  to  any  bishop's  house,  abbey,  priory,  or  any  other 
religious  house,  he  brought  with  him  such  a  superfluity  of  men,  horses, 
dogs,  and  hawks,  that  the  house  was  the  worse  for  it  tnree  years  after ; 
for  commonly  he  rode  never  under  fifteen  hundred  horse,  of  chap-  BUbopor 
lains,  priests,  and  other  serving-men  waiting  upon  him.    From  the  StuB? 
clergy  and  laity  he  took  away  their  churches,  their  advowsons,  their  ^J,500 
livings,  and  their  lands,  to  bestow  upon  his  nephews  and  other  wait- 
ing chaplains,  to  serve  his  vain  glory ;  or  else  converted  them  to  his 
own  use,  to  maintain  his  pomp  and  vanity.    In  getting  and  gathering 
of  treasures  he  had  no  measure ;  in  mis-spending  the  same  he  kept  no 
order ;  and  that  no  vice  should  be  wanting  where  such  avarice  taketh 
root,  the  money,  which  he  wrongfully  got,  he  committed  to  the  bank 
to  be  increased  by  usury.    What  wantonness  and  lasciviousness  were 
used  in  that  so  riotous  life,  the  stories  do  shame  to  declare.  All 
ruffianly  runagates,  idle  bellies,  and  light  persons,  wheresoever  he 
went,  hung  upon  his  court.   To  increase  the  vain  jollity  of  this  royal 

J>relate,  there  was  lacking  no  kind  of  musical  instruments  and  me- 
odious  noise,  to  refresh  belike  his  wearied  senses,  too  much  beaten 
and  macerated  with  continual  labour  and  study  of  hunting,  hawking, 
and  gaming :  of  preaching  and  reading,  I  should  have  said. 

Briefly,  this  aforesaid  prelate,  bearing  the  authority  both  of  the  WyCi 
king  and  of  the  pope,  kept  such  a  stir  in  England,  that  the  whole  aTa' kln* 
realm  was  at  his  beclc,  with  cap  and  knee,  crouching  to  him  ;  neither  prie*t- 
durst  any  man,  rich  or  poor,  displease  him ;  yea,  there  was  none  in 
all  the  realm  so  noble  or  worshipful,  but  was  glad  to  please  him, 
accounting  himself  happy  if  he  might  stand  in  his  favour.  At  his 
table,  all  noblemen's  children  did  serve  and  wait  upon  him,  with 
whom  he  coupled  in  marriage  his  nieces  and  kinswomen  ;  and,  when 
any  one  that  stood  waiting  before  him,  durst  once  cast  up  his  eyes, 
or  did  not  demurely  look  downward  upon  the  ground,  he  had  a  staff 
in  his  hand  with  a  prick,  wherewith  he  used  to  prick  him ;  learning, 
belike,  by  the  carter  his  father,  who  used  at  the  plough  or  cart  to 
drive  his  oxen.  Furthermore,  as  kings  used  to  have  tneir  guard  about 
them,  so  he,  because  he  would  not  also  be  unguarded,  refusing  men 
of  the  English  nation,  had  his  waiters  and  warders  mostly  of  French- 
men and  V  lemings. 

It  happened  after  this,  a.d.  1191,  that  a  great  discord  arose  Genera) 
between  John,  earl  of  Morton,  the  king's  brother,  with  other  states  "IufeUmt 
of  the  realm,  and  the  said  William,  bishop  of  Ely ;  so  that,  univer-  jg&S, 
sally,  they  all  wrote  over  to  the  king  concerning  the  misgovernment  «f  £iy- 
and  enormities  of  the  said  bishop.  *  Richard,  understanding  the  case, 
sent  from  Messina  into  England,  Walter,  archbishop  of  Rouen,  and 
William  Marshal,  earl,  unto  the  bishop  of  Ely,  with  letters,  com- 
manding him  that  in  all  his  doings  he  sliould  associate  unto  him  the 
archbishop  of  Rouen,  William  Marshal,  Geoffrey  Peterson,  William 
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nichar.tr.  Brucr,  and  Hugo  Bardolf  above  mentioned  ;  who,  when  they  came 
~A~U~  into  England,  durst  not  deliver  their  letters,  dreading  the  displeasure 
1191.  of  the  chancellor,  for  he  despised  all  the  commandments  of  the  king, 
~  nor  would  suffer  any  fellow  to  join  with  him  in  his  kingdom. 

Hitherto  have  you  heard  of  the  glorious  vanity  of  this  lordly  legate 
and  chancellor  of  the  realm  ;  now  ye  shall  hear  of  his  shameful  fall, 
Another  after  his  shameless  exaltation.  For  shortly  after  this  followeth  an- 
l!i'oTn*  °ther  breach  between  the  said  Karl  John  the  king's  brother,  and  him, 
about  the  besieging  of  the  castle  of  Lincoln.  Concerning  that  castle 
kinp*  the  said  John  sent  him  word,  tliat  unless  he  raised  his  siege  the  sooner 
brother.  ^m  ^iencc^  ne  W0UlrJ  geprj  lum  away  by  force  of  sword.  The  bishop, 

SSftf  eitncr  not  aulc  to  make  ms  party  good,  or  not  daring  to  resist,  thought 
Ely.      best  to  fall  to  some  composition  with  the  earl,  and  so  did.    In  tliat 
composition,  he  was  contented,  against  his  will,  by  mediation  of  divers 
bishops  and  others,  to  make  surrender,  not  only  of  the  castle  of 
Lincoln,  but  also  of  Nottingham,  Tickhill,  Wallingford,  and  many 
more  places,  which  were  then  committed  to  the  custody  of  sundry 
men  of  worship  and  honour.   And  thus  was  that  controversy  settled, 
wherein  the  bishop  of  Ely  began  to  be  cut  a  little  shorter. 
Another      It  followed  then  not  long  after,  in  the  same  year,  that  another  like 
twranthr  business  began  to  kindle  between  Geffrey,  the  archbishop  of  York, 
chancvi-  the  king's  brother,  and  the  aforesaid  glorious  bishop  of  Ely  upon  this 
(k-ffrey,   occasion.    Ye  heard  before  how  the  king,  at  his  setting  out,  left 
"l*„v    order  that  Earl  John  and  Geffrey,  his  brethren,  should  not  enter 
of  York.  int0  the  realm  for  the  space  of  three  years  after  his  departure  (how- 
beit  his  brother  John  was  shortly  after  released  of  that  bond),  and 
also  after  that,  how  King  Richard,  being  at  Messina,  sent  his  mother 
Elenor  to  the  pope  for  his  brother  Geffrey  (elected  before  to  the 
sec  of  York)  to  be  consecrated  archbishop.    Whereupon  the  said 
Geffrey  being  consecrated  through  license  of  Pope  Celcstinc  by  the 
archbishop  of  Turin ;  the  said  Geffrey,  immediately  upon  his  conse- 
cration, lost  no  time,  but  would  needs  come  into  England.    Of  this 
the  bishop  of  Ely  having  intelligence,  sent  him  word,  being  at 
Wissland  in  Flanders,  not  to  presume  to  adventure  into  the  realm, 
contrary  to  his  oath  before  made  to  King  Richard;  commanding, 
moreover,  that  if  he  came,  he  should  be  apprehended.    All  which, 
notwithstanding,  the  archbishop  letted  not  for  all  that,  but  needs 
would  repair  to  his  see,  and  so  arrived  at  Dover  in  the  month  of 
September,  where  the  chancellors  men  stood  on  the  sea-side  to 
apprehend  him ;  but  he,  by  changing  his  apparel,  and  by  the  swift- 
ness of  his  horse,  escaped  their  hands,  and  came  to  the  monks'  house 
of  Dover;  but  the  chancellor's  men,  whom  he  sent  to  take  him, 
beset  the  church  of  the  monks  round  about,  so  that  in  nowise  he 
could  avoid  their  hands. 
The  cmci     To  make  the  story  short :  as  the  archbishop,  on  a  day  when  he 
oT".>f-I  K  had  said  mass,  was  standing  at  the  altar,  with  his  garments  yet  about 
MthMH*  n'm'  ^e  ruc^e  8°l°^ere  having  little  good  manners,  and  less  devotion, 
Y..rk,  by  spared  not  boldly  to  rush  into  the  church,  and  there  laid  hands  upon 
p  the  archbishop  as  he  stood  ;  took  him,  bound  him,  and  dragged  him 


of  K  v. 


tanS*  through  dirt  and  mire  (and,  as  we  use  to  say,  through  thick  and  thin), 
iSnirft  an<^  80  comin'^c^  nmi  *°  Matthew  Clark,  their  constable,  to  be  kept; 
whereat  the  people  greatly  disdained,  seeing  that  he  was  a  king's  son. 
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ami  the  brother  of  a  king,  who  was  so  treated.    The  news  whereof,  Rtckardi. 
when  it  came  to  the  ears  of  Earl  John,  his  brother,  he  being  not  a  A  p. 
little  offended  therewith,  sent  to  know  of  the  chancellor,  whether  this  U91. 
was  his  doing  or  not.    To  whom  when  the  chancellor  sent  answer 
again,  and  stoutly  confessed  the  fact  to  he  his,  the  carl  sent  com- 
mandment that  his  brother  should  be  delivered  up,  and  so  he  was ;  Geffrey 
who,  then  coming  to  London,  made  his  complaint  to  the  carl,  his  oSt  of™0 
brother,  and  to  other  nobles  of  the  realm,  of  the  injuries  done  to  him  prf**1- 
by  the  chancellor.    On  this  the  earl  sent  for  the  aforesaid  chancellor, 
and  appointed  a  day  peremptory  for  him  to  appear  before  the  whole 
body  of  the  council,  to  make  answer  to  such  injuries  as  he  had  done, 
both  to  the  archbishop  of  York,  and  also  to  the  bishop  of  Durham 
above  mentioned  ;  but  the  chancellor,  driving  off  the  time  with 
delays,  would  neither  come  nor  send.    Then  the  earl,  with  the 
bishops  about  him,  made  their  journey  towards  London,  to  have  the 
matter  there  handled  in  a  great  audience. 

The  chancellor,  seeing  that,  withdrew  himself  from  Windsor  to  the  a  »Wr- 
city  of  London,  where  by  the  way  it  happened,  that  the  servants  of  J^,,1^ 
the  earl  and  of  the  chancellor  meeting,  did  skirmish  together ;  in  Jjy 
which  fray  one  of  the  earl's  family  was  slain,  but  yet  his  men  had  the  uuhop 
better ;  and  the  chancellor  with  his  men  were  put  to  flight,  and  so  »nd  &tm, 
fled  to  the  Tower,  where  they  did  hide  themselves.    The  next  day,  Jobju 1 
which  was  about  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  Earl  John,  the  king's 
brother,  and  the  archbishop  of  Rouen,  with  all  the  bishops,  earls,  and 
barons,  and  citizens  of  London,  assembled  together  in  Paul's  church, 
where  many  and  great  accusations  were  laid  against  the  said  chan- 
cellor ;  so  that  in  fine  it  was  agreed  in  that  assembly,  that  the  said  **In 
chancellor  should  be  deposed,  and  in  his  place  was  substituted  the  "£™n 
archbishop  of  Rouen,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  king's  letters  sent  Jgjj 
from  Messina ;  which  was,  that  certain  other  persons  should  be  asso-  tnebuhop 
ciated  with  the  chancellor  for  the  government  of  the  realm,  by  whose  BU^p 
counsel,  if  he  would  not  be  directed,  the  archbishop  of  Rouen  should  Jjjjg^ 
be  set  in  his  place,  and  he  should  be  deposed.    The  third  day  after  mCmui 
this,  the  chancellor  firmly  promised  not  to  depart  out  of  the  realm,  {fc8**- 
before  he  had  delivered  out  of  his  hands  all  such  castles,  the  keeping 
whereof  he  committed  to  certain  foreigners  and  strangers ;  and,  for 
assurance  thereof,  he  gave  his  two  brethren  and  his  chamberlain  for 
pledges,  and  so  went  to  Canterbury,  where,  he  said,  he  would  take 
the  cross  of  a  pilgrim,  and  leave  the  cross  of  his  legateship. 

Now  when  he  was  come  to  the  castle  of  Dover,  and  there  had 
remained  a  few  days,  contrary  to  his  promise  made,  his  purpose  was 
to  take  ship,  and  to  pass  over  the  seas.    And  because  he  durst  not  cioth'th 
do  it  openly,  he  devised  a  new  kind  of  disguising,  decking  himself  in  *S[in 
the  apparel  of  a  woman ;  and  so,  gouty  as  he  was,  he  went  to  the  1 
sea-side  in  his  woman's  weeds,  having  in  his  hand  a  measuring  yard, 
and  on  his  arm  a  piece  of  linen  cloth.    And  thus,  as  he  was  sitting  a  i 
upon  a  rock,  waiting  for  his  ship  to  come  and  convey  him  over,  a  E£cth 
certain  fisherman  espying  him,  and  supposing  him  to  be  a  harlot,  {^i*,1op 
came  to  him,  and  found  him  to  be,  as  he  was  indeed,  a  man,  in  woman, 
likeness  of  a  woman ;  whereat  he  wondered  and  began  to  make  an  f 
outcry  upon  him.    But  the  bishop's  servants,  being  not  far  off,  came 
running,  and  stilled  him  as  well  as  they  could. 
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The  fisherman  then  going  to  the  next  village,  and  there  belike, 
A.  D.  declaring  what  he  had  seen,  to  try  out  the  matter  further,  came  out 
1191.  certain  women;  who,  seeing  the  linen  cloth  hanging  on  his  arm, 
began  to  question  with  him  of  the  price  of  his  cloth,  and  what  he 
.  would  take  for  it ;  but  to  this  he  would  answer  never  a  word,  but 
smiled  upon  them.    Whereat  they  musing  with  themselves,  and 
whispering  one  with  another,  at  last  with  their  hands  were  so  bold  as 


>'■  to  pluck  down  his  muffler,  and  there  his  Balaam's  mark,  or  shaven 
crown,  appeared  on  his  head ;  and  so,  with  a  loud  exclamation,  raised 
the  village  upon  him,  and  would  have  fallen  upon  him  with  stones. 
The      Then  came  running  a  great  multitude  both  of  men  and  women ; 
hine? by  *ho,  wondering  at  him,  as  birds  are  wont  at  an  owl,  laid  hands  upon 
thc"^*  him,  and  plucked  him  down  to  the  ground,  hauling  and  drawing  him 
by  the  sleeves  and  collar  of  his  gown  through  stones  and  rocks, 
whereby  he  was  shrewdly  hurt.    His  servants  once  or  twice  made 
out  to  rescue  their  old  master,  or  new  mistress,  but  could  not  for  the 
cut  into  press  of  the  people ;  who,  beating  him  with  their  fists,  and  spitting 
^k    at  him,  drew  him  through  the  whole  town,  and  so,  with  shame  enough 
set  «t     at  length  laid  him  in  a  dark  cellar  instead  of  a  prison,  of  whom  all 
j<rtin  e*ri  the  country  about  wondered  and  cried  out.    In  conclusion,  Earl 
crfMar-   John,  hearing  thereof,  within  eight  days  after  sent  word,  that  they 
should  deliver  him  and  let  him  go. 

The  bishop  then,  set  at  liberty,  sailed  over  as  he  could  to  Flanders, 
where  he  had  but  cold  welcoming;  from  thence  he  went  to  Paris, 
where  he  gave  Maurice,  their  bishop,  threescore  marks  of  silver  to  be 
received  into  the  city  with  procession,  and  so  he  was.    Then  returned 
he  into  Normandy,  but  the  archbishop  of  Rouen  there  gave  com- 
mandment that  the  church  doors  should  be  locked,  and  no  service 
com-     said  so  long  as  he  there  remained.    The  bishop,  seeing  that,  directed 
WtSm     his  letters  and  messengers  to  Pope  Cclestine,  and  also  to  King 
SSUSj  Richard  into  Syria,  signifying  to  them  how  John,  earl  of  Morton, 
and  his  accomplices,  had  handled  him,  and  expelled  him  out  of  the 
realm ;  requiring  that  he  might  be  restored  again  to  what  was  taken 
from  him,  and  also  offering  himself  to  be  tried  by  the  law  for  what 
he  had  done ;  so  that  if  the  king  should  dislike  in  any  thing  what  he 
had  done,  he  was  ready  to  satisfy  the  king's  contentation  in  all  tlungs 
wherein  justly  he  could  be  charged. 
Letter        Upon  this,  Pope  Cclestine,  inflamed  with  an  apostolical  zeal  in 
reicXe  behalf  of  the  said  bishop  of  Ely,  his  legate,  wrote  a  sharp  and  thun- 
lot  the1*"-  during  letter  to  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and  prelates  of  England ; 
bi»h<>p    commanding  them,  by  his  authority  apostolical,  that,  forasmuch  as  the 
y'    injuries,  done  to  his  legate,  did  redound  to  the  contumely  of  the 
whole  mother  church  of  Rome,  they  should  not  fail  therefore,  but 
with  severe  censures  of  the  church,  that  is,  with  book,  bell,  and 
candle,  proceed  as  well  against  the  said  John,  earl  of  Morton,  as  also 
against  all  others,  whosoever  had,  or  should  attempt  any  violence  or 
injury  against  the  said  his  legate,  the  bishop  of  Ely,  with  no  less 
severity  than  if  the  said  injury  should  be  offered  to  the  person  of  the 
The      pope  himself,  or  any  other  of  his  brethren,  the  cardinals. 
bUihop        The  bishop  of  Ely,  the  pope's  legate,  bearing  himself  bold  upon 


;  the  the  favour  and  letters  of  the  pope,  who  took  his  part,  writeth  to  I  lenry, 
JSSSm    bishop  of  Lincoln,  charging  and  requiring,  that  he,  in  virtue  of 
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obedience,  should  execute  the  pope's  sentence  and  mandate  in  mu*~*i. 
excommunicating  all  such  as  were  offenders  in  tliat  behalf,  and  A  D. 
there  reciteth  the  names  of  divers,  against  whom  he  should  pro-  1192. 
cccd,  as  the  archbishop  of  Rouen,  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  Wil- 


liam  Marshal,  Geoffrey  Peterson,  Brewer,  and  Bordolf,  the  earl  of 
Salisbury,  the  earl  of  Mellent,  Gilbert  Basset,  the  archdeacon  of  the  bUhop 
Oxford,  and  especially  Hugh,  bishop  of  Coventry ;  also  Master  Benet,  Splinted 
and  Stephen  Kidle,  chancellor  to  Earl  John,  the  king's  brother;  toto°*«x- 

r  o  »        corn  m  u- 

the  which  earl  he  reserved  a  further  day  of  respite  before  he  should 
be  excommunicated,  with  a  number  of  others  besides ;  howbeit  the 
said  bishop  of  Ely  could  find  none  to  execute  this  commandment  of 
the  pope.    Then  they,  with  a  general  consent,  wrote  again  to  King 
Richard,  complaining  of  the  intolerable  abuses  of  the  said  bishop,  his 
chancellor.    In  like  manner  the  said  chancellor  also,  complaining  of  ^ 
them,  wrote  his  letters  to  the  king,  signifying  how  Earl  John,  his 
brother,  went  about  to  usurp  his  kingdom,  and  would  also  shortly  compum- 
set  the  crown  upon  his  own  head,  unless  he  made  the  more  speed  °lri 
homeward.    The  king  then  was  busy  in  repelling  the  Saladin,  and  ifi,"^00* 
prepared  to  lay  siege  against  Jerusalem,  and  got  Sclavonia,  with 
divers  other  towns,  from  the  Saracens,  a.d.  1192,  having  divers  con- 
flicts in  the  mean  time  with  the  Saladin,  and  ever  putting  him  to  the 
worse.    As  the  king  was  thus  preparing  to  lay  siege  to  Jerusalem, 
the  Saladin,  glad  to  fall  to  some  composition  with  the  king,  sent  unto 
him,  that  if  he  would  restore  to  him  again  Sclavonia,  in  as  good  state 
as  it  was  when  he  took  it,  he  would  grant  to  him ,  and  to  all  Christians 
in  the  land  of  Jerusalem,  truce  for  three  years,  and  offered  himself 
thereunto  to  be  sworn.    The  king,  seeing  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and 
the  Frenchmen  to  shrink  from  him,  and  his  own  men  to  decay,  and 
also  his  money  and  health  to  diminish ;  but  especially  for  that  he 
understood  by  the  bishop  of  Ely,  his  chancellor,  that  the  French 
king  intended  to  set  up  John,  his  brother,  to  possess  his  kingdom, 
being  counselled  thereto  by  the  Templars,  took  the  truce  offered  by 
the  Saracens,  and  so  began  to  draw  homeward. 

In  the  mean  while  much  grudge  and  strife  increased  more  and  8triff 
more  between  the  bishop  of  Ely  and  the  archbishop  of  Rouen,  inso-  MriMpaf 
much  that  the  archbishop,  being  excommunicate,  sent  up  his  clerks  " 
to  Pope  Celestine  to  complain  of  the  bishop ;  but  the  pope  ever  stood 
in  his  purgation.    At  last  he  sent  two  of  his  cardinals,  to  wit, 
Ottoman,  bishop  of  Hostia,  and  Jordanus  de  fossa  nova,  to  break  off 
the  strife  between  the  bishop  of  Ely  and  the  archbishop  of  Rouen. 

After  this  King  Richard  being  taken,  and  in  the  custody  of  Henry 
the  emperor,  the  bishop  of  Ely,  resorting  to  him,  was  sent  by  him 
into  England  to  Elenor,  his  mother,  and  other  nobles;  who,  then 
returning  into  England  again,  not  as  chancellor,  nor  as  legate,  as  he 
said,  but  as  a  simple  plain  bishop,  was  by  that  means  received.1 

But  of  tills  vain-glorious  prelate  enough  and  too  much.    Now  to 
return  again  to  Richard,  concerning  whose  worthy  acts  done  abroad 
in  getting  of  Cyprus,  Acre,  and  Ptolemaida,  and  in  pacifying  Joppa, 
is  partly  spoken  of  before.    Many  other  valiant  and  famous  acts  were  what  di»- 
by  him  and  the  French  king  achieved,  and  more  would  have  been, corddot  - 
had  not  those  two  kings,  falling  into  discord,  dissevered  themselves, 

(1)  Ex  Match,  ran,. ;  et  ex  alii*  inccrti  DwminU  m*nu»citptii 
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Hichardt.  by  reason  whereof  Philip,  the  French  king,  returned  home  a^ain 
A. D.  w'thin  a  short  space;  who,  being  returned,  eflsoons  invaded  Nor- 
1193.  mandy,  exciting  also  John,  the  brother  of  King  Richard,  to  take  on 
him  the  kingdom  of  England,  in  his  brother's  absence.    Tliis  John 
then  made  league  upon  the  same  with  the  French  king,  and  did 
homage  unto  him,  which  was  about  the  fourth  year  of  King  Richard ; 
A.D.iiM.  wn0j  being  then  in  Syria,  and  hearing  thereof,  made  peace  with  the 
King     Turks  for  three  years.   Not  long  after,  King  Richard,  the  next  spring 
rctumelh  following,  returned  also,  who,  on  his  voyage  home,  being  driven  by 
£a*J»  stress  of  weather  about  the  parts  of  Istria,  in  a  town  called  Synaca, 
was  taken  by  Leopold,  duke  of  the  same  country,  and  sold  to  the 
emperor  of  Germany  for  sixty  thousand  marks ;  who,  for  no  small  joy 
thereof,  writeth  to  Philip,  the  French  king,  the  letter  inserted 
.  below.1 

King  Richard,  thus  being  traitorously  taken  and  sold,  was  there 
kept  in  custody  a  year  and  three  months.2  In  some  stories  it  is 
affirmed,  that  King  Richard,  returning  out  of  Asia,  came  to  Italy 
with  a  prosperous  wind,  where  he  desired  of  the  pope  to  be  absolved 
from  an  oath  made  against  his  will,  and  could  not  obtain  it ;  and  so 
setting  out  from  thence  towards  England,  and  passing  by  the  country 
of  Conrad  the  marquis,  whose  death  (he  being  slain  a  little  before) 
was  falsely  imputed  by  the  French  king  to  the  king  of  England,  he 
was  there  traitorously  taken,  as  is  before  said,  by  Leopold,  duke  of 
Austria.  Albeit,  in  another  story,  I  find  the  matter  more  credibly 
set  forth,  which  saith  thus:  that  King  Richard  slew  the  brother  of 
this  Leopold,  playing  with  him  at  chess  in  the  French  king's  court ; 

(1)  The  Letter  of  the  Emperor,  to  Philip  the  French  Ki ng,  concerning  the  taking  of  King  Richard  — 
"  Henrietta,  Del  gratia  Rotnanoruni  imperator,  et  temper  Augustu*,  dilecto  et  tpccUli  amico  tuo 
Philippo,  llluatri  Franco  rum  Regi,  sal  litem,  et  rincera:  dilectioni*  affectum.  Uuontam  imperatoria 
ceUitudo  non  dubitat  regal  cm  magnUicentiam  tuam  lirticrcm  cmei.  dc  univereia,  quibua  oroni- 


potentta  creator!*  noitri  not  ipto*  et  Romanum 
tenorc 


dectarare  dnximu*.  quod  lnlmlcu*  Imperil  notiri,  et  turbator  regni  tui.  rex 
f,'  quum  e»*et  in  tranaeundo  mare  ad  parte*  lua*  roverauru*,  accidit  ut  ventua,  nipta  navl 
in  qua  ipse  erat,  Induceret  cum  in  parte*  H  istria?,  ad  locum  qui  eat  inter  Aqulleiam  ft 
Venetla* ;  ubi  rex,  Dei  permiaaione,  paaau*  naufragium,  cum  paucia  evasit.  Quidam  itaque  fideli* 
noater  come*  Mainardua  de  Gooxce,  et  populua  region!*  lUlua,  audlto  quod  in  terra  erat,  et  con- 
aidcrato  diligentiua  qualem  nominatu*  rex  in  terra  promi**loni*  prudiiiouem  et  tradltioncm,  et 
proditioni*  mc  cumulum  exercuerat,  inaecutl  aunt,  intendentca  etvm  captivarc,  ip*o  autem  rrge  in 
fugam  convene  ceperunt  de  aula  orto  millte*.  Pottmodum  proce**it  rex  ad  Burgum  in  archlepia- 
copatu  Salaeburgenti,  qui  vocatur  FrUorum,  ubi  Fredericu*  de  Beteiow,  rege-  cum  tribu*  tantum 
ver*u»  Austrian)  properante,  noctu  aex  militea  de  aula  cepit.  Dileetua  autem  conaanguineua  noster 
Leopnldua,  dux  Austria-,  obaervata  »traia,  aarpe  dictum  regem  JuxU  Denam  in  villa  virinlori  in 


domo  dctpecta  capttvavit.   Cum  itaque  In  nostra  nunc  habeatur  potcstate,  et  lpse^tempc 


moleatavit  et  turbationia  operant  pra-stiterit,  ea  quae 
vimus,  ncicntea  ea  dilectioni  tuar  beneplacita  existent,  et  i 
Datum  apud  Rllheounien,  5.  Calcndaa.  Jannar." 

(2)  Tbua  ended  the  third  Oriental  Cruaade,  a.n.  1 19S.  But  as,  after  a  fruitlessly  victorloui  carver, 
the  adverse  event*  which  accompanied  one  of  the  bravest  men  whom  the  world  ha*  produced,  cannot 
fail  to  interest  the  reader,  a  few  word*  which  our  history  teem*  to  require  are  added,  respecting 


the  danger*  which  subsequently  befel  King  Richard.  Having  arrived  at  a  town,  which  wa* 
probably  Gorots,  he  narrowly  ctcaped  detection,  in  consequence  of  a  generou*  offer  of  a  tplcndid 
ruby  which  he  made  to  the  chieftain  of  the  province ;  aware  of  the  >u*picion»  which  he  excited, 


and  the  solicitous  inquiries  which  were  made  respecting  him,  Richard  thought  it  prudent  to  retire 
tn  the  night.  Still  new  danger*  awaited  him ;  he  travelled  forward  in  company  with  a  knight, 
and  a  lad,  who  understood  German,  and  after  three  day*  arrived  at  Audberg,  on  the  Danube,  near 
Vienna.  Here,  sojourning  In  a  retired  cottage,  hi*  lad  inadvertently  went  to  market  with  hi*  prince'* 
glove*  in  hia  girdle;  the  light  of  these,  and  the  unaatitfactory  anaweriof  the  lad.  Induced  the  local 
authorities  to  examine  him  by  torture;  in  the  extremity  of  hia  agony,  and  under  the  threat  of 
repeated  differing*,  he  diacloaed  the  name  of  hi*  royal  matter.  The  result  may  be  anticipated : 
the  duke  of  Austria,  who  unfortunately  waa  in  that  neighbourhood.  Immediately  *urToundcd  the 
cottage,  and  Richard  (urrendered  himself  to  the  duke  In  person.  He  waa  told  to  the  Rmperor 
of  Germany,  a*  tome  say,  for  sixty  thousand  pound*  of  silver,  and  England  paid  the  price  of  the 
ransom  of  her  brave  monarch.  The  reader  doubt  lest  remember*  the  romantic  tale  of  the  mlnatrcl 
commencing  a  favourite  ballad,  and  the  king  completing  the  atanxa,  which  eventually  betrayed 
the  place  of  hi*  confinement.  Mr  Sharon  Turner,  to  whom  the  Editor  I*  indebted  for  the  aubatance 
of  the  above  remarks,  refer*  to  an  Interesting  and  detailed  account  ^j'Yjj^fj'j'^  'i^/i!^'*"1' 

Library.'  —Ed. 
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and  that  Leopold,  taking  his  advantage,  was  the  more  cruel  against  »«*«»■<//. 
him,  and  delivered  him,  as  is  said,  to  the  emperor,  in  whose  custody  ^.1). 
he  was  detained  during  the  time  above  mentioned,  namely,  a  year  1194. 
and  three  months.    During  that  time  of  the  king's  endurance,  the  conf*<ie- 
French  king  stirred  up  war  in  Normandy,  and  Earl  John,  the  king's  ^  rf 
brother,  made  stir  and  invaded  England ;  but  the  barons  and  bishops  French 
of  the  land  mightily  withstood  him,  and  besieged  him  in  the  castle  of  KaVijohn 
Windsor,  where  they  took  from  him  all  the  castles  and  munitions  Jg}£tt 
which  before  he  had  got.    Thus  the  earl,  seeing  no  hope  of  prevailing  Rfch*rfi 
in  England,  and  suspecting  the  deliverance  of  the  king,  his  brother, 
made  off  into  France,  and  kept  with  the  French  king.    At  length  it 
was  agreed  and  concluded  with  the  emperor,  that  King  Richard 
should  be  released  for  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  part  of  which 
should  remain  to  the  duke  of  Austria,  the  rest  should  be  the  emperor  s. 
The  sum  of  this  money  was  here  gathered  and  made  in  England  of 
chalices,  crosses,  shrines,  candlesticks,  and  other  church  plate ;  also 
with  public  contribution  of  friaries,  abbeys,  and  various  subjects  of 
the  realm.    Part  of  the  money  was  presently  paid,  and,  for  the 
residue,  hostages  and  pledges  were  taken  ;  which  was  about  the  fifth 
year  of  the  king's  reign.    At  that  time  it  was  obtained  of  the  pope,  a.d  iijh. 
that  priests  might  celebrate  with  chalices  of  latin  and  tin and  so  it 
was  granted  and  continued  long  after,  which  mine  author,  in  his 
chronicle,  entitled  4  Eulogium,'  doth  testify  himself  to  have  seen.  At 
that  time,  this  aforesaid  money  was  paid,  and  the  hostages  were  given 
for  the  ransom  of  the  king.    I  have  an  old  story  that  saith  how  the 
aforesaid  duke  of  Austria,  shortly  after,  was  plagued  by  God  with  ment  of 
five  sundry  plagues :  first,  with  burning  of  his  chief  towns ;  secondly,  I'^aXo 
with  the  drowning  of  ten  thousand  of  his  men  in  a  great  flood, 
happening  no  man  could  tell  how ;  thirdly,  by  turning  all  the  ears  of 
his  corn  fields  into  worms ;  fourthly,  by  taking  away  almost  all  the 
nobles  of  his  land  by  death ;  fifthly,  by  breaking  his  own  leg  by 
falling  from  his  horse,  which  leg  he  was  compelled  to  cut  off  with  his 
own  hands,  and  afterwards  died  of  the  same ;  who  is  said  at  his  death 
to  have  forgiven  King  Richard  fifty  thousand  marks,  and  to  have  sent 
home  the  hostages  that  were  with  him.1    The  book  entitled  4  Eulo- 
gium,''  before  mentioned,  declarcth  thus ;  that  the  said  Leopold,  duke 
of  Austria,  fell  into  displeasure  with  the  bishop  of  Rome,  and  died 
excommunicate  the  year  after,  a.d.  1196.  a.d.ii»«. 

Thus  King  Richard  being  ransomed,  as  hath  been  declared,  from 
the  covetous  captivity  of  the  emperor,  was  restored  again,  and 
repaired  to  England ;  at  whose  return  Earl  John,  his  brother,  resorting 
unto  hira  with  humble  submission,  desired  to  be  pardoned  his  trans- 
gressions.   To  whom  King  Richard  answered  again,  "  Would  God,*"  ™«r™- 
saith  he,  M  this  your  trespass,  as  it  dieth  with  me  in  oblivion,  so  it  King0 
may  remain  with  you  in  remembrance  H  and  so  gently  forgave  him.  flfi^ 
The  king,  after  he  had  recovered  his  holds  and  castles,  caused  him- 
self  to  be  crowned  again ;  which  done,  he  made  head  against  the 
French  king,  and  drove  him  out  of  Normandy.    After  that  he 
turned  his  course  against  the  Welshmen,  and  subdued  them. 

(1)  A*  a  substitute  for  thli  ww-rlflce  of  the  precious  metal*,  the  priests  were  permitted  to  use 
chahrei  of  *  latin,'  that  is,  '  retain," '  pewter,'  and  '  tin.'— Ed. 
(J)  E*  rariis  chron. 
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richakd's  vices  wittily  reproved. 


BUkarti.     In  the  year  following,  a.d.  1197,  Philip,  the  French  king,  brake 
A       the  truce  made  between  him  and  King  Richard  ;  whereupon  toe  king 
1 197.  was  compelled  to  sail  over  again  to  Normandy,  to  withstand  the  malice 
""""""  of  his  enemy.    About  this  time  my  story  recordeth  of  one,  called  of 
some  Fulco ;  some  say  he  was  the  archbishop  of  Rouen,  called 
Walter.    This  Fulco  being  then  in  England,  and  coming  to  the 
king's  presence,  said  to  hiin,  with  great  courage  and  boldness,  "  Thou 
Three     hast,  O  mighty  king  !  three  daughters,  very  vicious  and  of  evil  dispo- 
sition  ;  take  good  heed  of  them,  and  betimes  provide  for  them  good 
noted!"*  husbands  i  lest,  by  untimely  bestowing  of  the  same,  thou  shalt  not 
only  incur  great  hurt  and  damage,  but  also  utter  ruin  and  destruction 
to  thyself."    To  whom  the  king,  in  a  rage,  said,  **  Thou  lying  and 
mocking  hypocrite,  thou  knowest  not  where  thou  art,  or  what  thou 
sayest :  I  think  thou  art  mad,  or  not  well  in  thy  wits ;  for  I  have 
never  a  daughter,  as  all  the  world  knoweth  ;  and,  therefore,  thou  open 
liar,  get  thee  out  of  our  presence."    To  whom  Fulco  answered, 
"  No,  and  like  your  grace,  I  lie  not,  but  say  truth ;  for  you  have 
three  daughters,  who  continually  frequent  your  court,  and  wholly 
I     possess  your  person,  and  such  three  naughty  packs,  as  never  the  like 
nath  been  heard  of;  I  mean,  mischievous  Pride,  greedy  Covetousness, 
and  filthy  Luxury ;  and,  therefore,  again  I  say,  O  king !  beware  of 
them,  and  out  of  hand  provide  marriages  for  them,  lest  in  not  so 
doing,  thou  utterly  undo  both  thyself  and  the  whole  realm." 

These  words  of  Fulco  the  king  took  in  good  part,  with  correction 
of  himself,  and  confession  of  the  same  ;  whereupon  he  incontinently 
called  his  lords  and  barons  before  him,  unto  whom  he  declared  the 
communing  and  motion  of  Fulco,  who  had  willed  him  to  beware  of 
his  three  daughters — Pride,  Avarice,  and  Luxury,  with  counsel  out  of 
hand  to  marry  them,  lest  further  discommodity  should  ensue,  both  to 
him  and  to  the  whole  realm :  "  whose  good  counsel,  my  lords,  I 
intend  to  follow,  not  doubting  of  all  your  consents  thereunto. 
Wherefore,  here  before  you  all,  I  give  my  daughter,  swelling  Pride, 
to  wife  unto  the  proud  Templars ;  my  greedy  daughter,  Avarice,  to 
the  covetous  order  of  the  Cistercian  monks ;  and,  last  of  all,  my 
filthy  daughter,  Luxury,  to  the  riotous  prelates  of  the  church,  whom 
I  think  to  be  very  meet  men  for  her ;  and  so  severally  well  agreeing 
to  all  their  natures,  that  the  like  matches  in  this  our  realm  are  not  to 
be  found  for  them."    And  thus  much  concerning  Fulco. 

Not  long  after  this,  it  befel  that  a  certain  noble  personage  (lord 
of  Lcmonice,  in  Little  Britain,  Widomarus  by  name),  found  a  great 
substance  of  treasure,  both  of  gold  and  silver,  hid  in  the  ground, 
whereof  a  great  part  he  sent  to  King  Richard,  as  chief  lord  and 
STmSi  P"nce  ovcr  tnc  wn°lc  country,  which  the  king  refused ;  saying,  He 
b.  ™U    would  have  all  or  none,  for  that  he  was  the  principal  chieftain  over  % 
tone^  tne  lan<*-    But  the  finder  would  not  condescend  to  that ;  wherefore 
the  king  laid  siege  to  a  castle  of  his,  called  Galuz,  thinking  the 
treasure  to  lie  there.    But  the  keepers  and  warders  of  the  castle, 
seeing  themselves  not  sufficient  to  withstand  the  king,  offered  him  the 
castle,  desiring  to  depart  with  life  and  armour.    This  the  king  would 
in  no  wise  grant,  but  bade  them  re-enter  the  castle  again,  and  defend 
it  in  all  the  forcible  wise  they  could.    It  so  befel,  that  as  the  king, 
with  the  duke  of  Brabant,  went  about  the  castle,  viewing  the  places 
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thereof,  a  soldier  within,  named  Bertrand  Cordoun,  struck  the  king  /«••- 
with  an  arrow  in  the  arm  ;  whereupon,  the  iron  remaining  and  fester-   \  j) 
ing  in  the  wound,  the  king,  within  nine  days  after,  died ;  who,  because  U99. 
he  was  not  content  with  the  half  of  the  treasure  that  another  man  Covetou, 
found,  lost  all  his  own  treasure  that  he  had.    The  king,  being  thus  «rce,u- 
wounded,  caused  the  man  that  struck  him  to  be  brought  unto  him, 


and  asked  him  the  cause  why  he  so  wounded  him  ?    The  man  an-  , 
swered,  as  the  story  saith,  1  that  he  thought  to  kill  rather  than  to 
be  killed ;  and  what  punishment  soever  he  should  sustain,  he  was  c 
content,  so  that  he  might  kill  him  who  had,  before,  killed  his  father 
and  brethren.'    The  king,  on  hearing  his  words,  freely  forgave  him,  Richard 
and  caused  a  hundred  shillings  to  be  given  liim ;  albeit,  as  the  story  hinfuut 
addeth,  after  the  death  of  the  king,  the  duke  of  Brabant,  after  great  {2?ynior" 
torments,  caused  him  to  be  hanged.1    The  story  of  Gisburn  saith,  wounded 
that  the  killer  of  King  Richard,  coming  to  the  French  king,  thinking  ™" 
to  have  a  great  reward,  was  commanded  to  be  drawn  asunder  by 
horses,  and  his  quarters  to  be  hanged  up.a 

Another  story  afhrmeth,  and  Gisburn  partly  doth  testify  the  same, 
that  a  little  before  the  death  of  King  Richard,  three  abbots,  of  the 
Cistercian  order,  came  to  him,  to  whom  he  was  confessed  :  and  when 
he  saw  them  somewhat  stay  at  his  absolution,  he  spake  these  words : — 
'That  he  did  willingly  commit  his  body  to  the  earth,  to  be  eaten  of  vainfcar 
worms,  and  his  soul  to  the  fire  of  purgatory,  there  to  be  tormented  till  tory"** 
the  judgment,  in  the  hope  of  God's  mercy/ 1 

About  the  reign  of  this  king,  Jornalensis  maketh  mention  of 
Roger,  archbishop  of  York,  who  put  out  of  his  church  the  monks, 
and  placed  for  them  secular  priests ;  saying,  4  That  he  would  rather  Monks 
wish  ecclesiastical  benefices  to  be  given  to  wanton  priests,  than  to  andlwcu- 
abominable  monks  ;  and  that  Thurstin  did  sin  never  worse  in  all  his  SjJ 
life,  than  in  building  that  house  for  monks.*    Another  story  I  have, 
which  saith,  that  this  was  not  the  bishop  of  York,  but  of  Coventry. 

The  king,  not  long  after,  departing  without  issue,  John,  his  brother, 
reigned  after  him ;  in  whom,  although  some  vices  may  worthily  be 
reprehended,  especially  his  incontinent  and  too  licentious  life,  yet  was 
he  far  from  deserving  that,  for  the  which  he  hath  been  so  ill  reported 
of  divers  writers,  who,  being  led  more  with  affection  to  popery,  than 
with  true  judgment  and  due  consideration,  depraved  his  doings  more 
than  the  sincere  truth  of  the  history  will  bear.  Concerning  his  his- 
tory, after  so  many  writers,  we  thought  also  to  bestow  a  little  labour ; 
although  in  this  matter  we  cannot  be  so  long  as  we  would,  and  as  the 
matter  requireth. 


JOHN.* 

After  the  death  of  King  Richard,  called  Cceur  de  Lion,  reigned  A.D. 

his  brother,  John,  Earl  of  Morton.  Afterwards,  the  archbishop  put  H99. 
the  crown  on  his  head,  and  sware  liim  to  defend  the  church  and  to 

(1)  Ex  Histnria  Regit  Richmrdl  Secundt,  eul  milium.  "  De  patre  Utlui  BruU,"  &c.    Ex  Bfblio- 
theca  Cariemi. 

(2)  Ex  Gualtero  Hetnlnpford.  monacho  Gitburn. 

(3)  Ex  Jon. aims.  UUburn.  et  aliii. 

(4)  Edtlion  IJ63,  p.  71.    Ed.  1SS3,  p.  249.    Ed.  J596,  p.  126.    Ed.  1684,  rol.  L  Jj>.  281.  • 
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■fa**-   maintain  the  same  in  her  good  laws,  and  to  destroy  the  evil ;  and 
A  d    except  he  thought  in  his  mind  to  do  this,  the  archbishop  charged 
1199.  him  not  to  presume  to  take  on  him  this  dignity.  On  St.  John  Bap- 
list's  day  next  following,  King  John  sailed  into  Normandy  and  came 
to  Rouen,  where  he  was  royally  received,  and  truce  concluded  between 
him  and  the  French  king  for  a  time.    And  thither  came  to  him  the 
carl  of  Flanders,  and  all  the  other  lords  of  France  that  were  of  King 
Richard's  band  and  friendship,  and  were  sworn  unto  him. 
Arthur  of    Not  long  after  this,  Philip,  the  French  king,  made  Arthur,  knight, 
Kruiany.  amj  for  Norraandy,  Brittany,  and  all  other  his 

|)osse88ions  beyond  the  sea,  and  promised  him  help  against  King 
John.  After  this,  King  John  and  the  French  king  talked  together 
with  their  lords  about  one  hour  s  space ;  and  the  French  king  asked 
so  much  land  for  himself  and  Knight  Arthur,  that  King  John  would 
grant  him  none ;  and  so  he  departed  in  wrath. 

The  same  year  a  legate  came  into  France,  and  commanded  the 
king,  on  pain  of  interdiction,  to  deliver  one  Peter  out  of  prison,  who 
was  elected  to  a  bishopric ;  and  thereupon  lie  was  delivered. 

After  that  the  legate  came  into  England,  and  commanded  King 
John,  under  pain  of  interdiction,  to  deliver  the  archbishop  whom  he 
had  kept  as  prisoner  two  years ;  which  the  king  refused  to  do,  till  he 
hud  paid  him  six  thousand  marks,  because  he  took  him  in  harness  in 
a  field  against  him,  and  swore  him,  upon  his  deliverance,  that  he 
should  never  wear  harness  against  any  christian  man. 

At  this  time  divorce  was  made  between  King  John  and  his  wife, 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  because  they  were  in  the  third 
in  ole*6*  f'e^rree  °f  kindred  ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  counsel  of  the  French 
ulirdV  king,  King  John  wedded  Isabella,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Angouleme; 
hwdcn'by  and  then  Arthur  of  Brittany  did  homage  to  King  John,  for  Brittany 
the  pop*.  an(i  others. 

a.d.1200.     At  this  time  arose  strife  between  King  John,  and  Geffrey  the 
archbishop  of  York,  for  divers  causes :  first,  because  he  would  not 
suffer  and  permit  the  sheriff  of  York,  in  such  affairs  as  he  had  to  do 
for  the  king  within  his  diocese.    Secondly,  because  he  did  also 
excommunicate  the  said  sheriff.    Thirdly,  because  he  would  not  sail 
with  him  into  Normandy,  to  make  the  marriage  between  Louis,  the 
French  kings  son,  and  his  nieec,  &c. 
A.D.IMI.     After  this,  A.n.  1202,'  Philip,  the  French  king,  in  a  communi- 
cation between  King  John  and  him,  required  that  the  said  King 
John  should  part  with  all  his  lands  in  Normandy  and  Pictavia  which 
he  had  beyond  the  sea,  unto  Arthur,  his  nephew,  and  that  incon- 
tinent, or  else  he  would  war  against  him ;  and  so  he  did.    For  when 
King  John  denied  that  request,  the  next  day  following,  the  French 
king,  with  the  said  Arthur,  set  upon  certain  of  his  towns  and  castles 
Fwich    m  Normandy,  a"0*  put  him  to  much  disquietness.*    But  he  (the 
king      Lord  so  providing,  who  is  the  giver  of  all  victory)  had  such  repulse 
of'sor^at  the  Englishmen's  hands,  that  they  pursuing  the  Frenchmen  in 
«>*ndjr.    their  flight,  did  so  follow  them,  in  their  hold,  and  so  pressed  upon 


them,  that  not  only  they  took  the  said  Arthur  prisoner,  with  many 
others  of  the  Frenchmen,  but  also  gave  such  an  overthrow  to  the 

(1)  Id  a.o.  1X02,  the  fourth  Oriental 
by  the  French  and  Venetian*.— Ed. 

(2)  Nat  Parctti  in  Vita  Johannia 
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rest,  that  none  was  left  to  bear  tidings  home.    This  Arthur  was  *>»»• 
nephew  to  King  John,  and  son  to  Geffrey,  who  was  the  elder  brother  to  a.  D. 
John  ;  for  King  Henry  II.  (to  make  the  matter  more  evident)  had  1202. 
eight  children  :  one  was  William,  who  died  in  his  childhood ;  the 
second,  Henry,  who  died  also,  his  father  being  yet  alive  ;  the  third, 
Geffrey,  earl  of  Brittany,  who  likewise  deceased  in  his  father's  days, 
leaving  behind  him  two  children,  Arthur  and  Brecca ;  the  fourth, 
Richard  Cceur  de  Lion,  king ;  the  fifth,  John,  now  reigning ;  and 
three  other  daughters  besides.    The  same  Arthur,  being  thus  taken 
in  war,  was  brought  before  the  king,  at  the  castle  of  Falaise,  in 
Normandy ;  who,  being  exhorted  with  many  gentle  words  to  leave 
the  French  king,  and  to  incline  to  his  uncle,  answered  again  stoutly, 
and  with  great  indignation  ;  requiring  the  kingdom  of  England,  with 
all  the  other  dominions  thereto  belonging,  to  be  restored  to  him,  as 
to  the  lawful  heir  of  the  crown.    By  reason  whereof,  he,  provoking 
the  king's  displeasure  against  him,  was  sent  to  the  tower  of  Rouen,  Uytt- 
where  at  length  (whether  by  leaping  into  the  ditch,  thinking  to  make  ofTnnce 
his  escape,  or  whether  by  some  privy  hand,  or  by  what  chance  else,  Arthur, 
it  is  not  yet  agreed  upon  in  stories)  he  finished  his  life ;  by  occasion 
whereof,  the  aforesaid  King  John  was  had,  after,  in  great  suspicion, 
whether  justly  or  unjustly,  the  Lord  knoweth. 

The  year  following,  historiographers  write,  that  King  John,  for  ad.i2cs. 
luck  of  rescue,  lost  all  his  holds  and  possessions  in  Normandy, 
through  the  force  of  the  French  king.     After  these  losses  came  d)°i™?,n' 
other  troubles  upon  him,  with  other  as  great  or  greater  enemies  JJjfE^, 
(that  is,  with  the  pope  and  his  popelings),  by  occasion  of  choosing  Preneii. 
of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  as  in  this  history  following,  by 
Christ's  grace,  is  to  be  declared. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1205,  about  the  month  of  July,  Hubert,  a.d.um. 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  deceased ;  whose  decease,  after  it  was  striding 
known  in  Canterbury  to  the  monks,  and  before  his  body  was  yet  °i«uon 
committed  to  the  earth,  the  younger  sort  of  the  monks  there  gathered  "[^f 
themselves  together  at  midnight,  and  elected  their  superior,  Reginald,  {^"P  of 
and,  without  the  king's  license,  or  yet  knowledge,  privily  placed  bury, 
him  in  the  metropolitan  seat,  singing  4  Te  Deum'  at  midnight.  And 
because  the  king  should  not  make  their  election  void,  they  charged 
him,  by  virtue  of  his  oath,  to  keep  all  secret  by  the  way,  and  to 
show  nothing  that  was  done  before  he  came  to  the  pope ;  but  he, 
contrary  to  his  oath,  as  soon  as  he  came  into  Flanders,  opened  all 
abroad  the  matter,  and  uttered  their  counsel :  whereupon  the  monks, 
being  not  a  little  grieved  with  him,  sent  him  privily  unto  the  court 
of  Rome,  out  of  hand.    The  next  day,  the  elder  monks  sent  to  the 
kiug,  desiring  him,  of  his  gracious  license,  canonically  to  choose  their 
archbishop.     The  king  most  gently  and  favourably  granted  their 
petition,  requiring  them  instantly,  and  desiring  them  for  his  sake, 
to  show  favour  to  John  Gray,  then  bishop  of  Norwich ;  as  they  did 
indeed,  erecting  him  into  that  seat  of  their  high  primacy.  Moreover, 
because  the  authority  of  kings  and  princes  was  then  but  small  in 
their  own  dominion,  without  the  pope's  consent  and  confirmation  to 
the  same,  he  sent  also  to  Rome,  of  his  own  charges,  to  have  the 
aforesaid  election  ratified  by  the  pope.    The  suffragans  of  Canter- 
bury then,  being  not  a  little  offended  at  these  two  elections,  sent 

vol.  ii.  r 
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_  speedily  to  Rome  to  have  them  both  stopped,  because  they  had  not 
A.d.  been  of  counsel  with  them;  and  hereupon  at  last  grew  a  most 
1205.  prodigious  tumult. 

*'  In  this  year  the  clergy  grew  so  unruly,  that  they  neglected  their 
charge,  and  thereby  incensed  the  king's  displeasure  so  sorely 
them,  that  he  took  order  about  the  goods  of  such  as  in  that  case 
faulty ;  as  shall  appear  more  manifestly  by  that  which  followeth. 

A  Letter  of  King  John,  touching  the  Lands  and  Goods  of 
Clerks  as  refuse  to  celebrate  Divine  Service.2 


The  king  to  all  clerks  and  lay  people  within  the  bishopric  of 
greeting :  Know  ye  that  from  Monday  next  before  the  feast  of  Eai>~ 
have  committed  to  William  of  Cornhfll,  archdeacon  of  Huntingdon,  and  to 
Josclin  of  Canvil,  all  the  lands  and  goods  of  the  abbots  and  priors,  and  of  all 
the  religious  persons ;  and  also  of  all  clerks  within  the  bishopric  of  Lincoln, 
which  will  not  from  that  time  celebrate  divine  service.  And  we  command  you, 
that  from  thence  you  assist  them  as  our  bailiffs;  and  believe  them  in  those 
things  which  they  shall  tell  you  privately  on  our  behalf.  Witness  ourself  at 
A.D.1M6.  Clarendon,  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign. 

p«utM  The  like  was  written  to  all  within  the  bishopric  of  Ely.  So  that 
cLreh  hereby  we  see  the  dissoluteness  and  wilfulness  of  those  popish  church- 
had  ti.cn  mcni  whom  conscience  of  discharging  their  duty  did  so  little  move, 
™ouKh,«t  as  that  they  thought  upon  nothing  less,  till  the  king  was  driven  to 
th»t7iwy  use  such  austerity  and  sharpness  against  them.  But  to  proceed  in 
k^p  Pi»r  *n's  troublesome  election :  you  shall  understand,*  that  the  next  year 
nt  Home  after,  the  suffragans  of  the  province  of  Canterbury  on  the  one  side, 
Their""  and  the  monks  of  Canterbury  on  the  other  6ide,  came  before  the 
SmS'  V°?c  w'tn  their  brawling  matter.  First  the  monks,  presenting 
c'  u  ed  Reginald,  their  superior,  desired  that  their  election  might  be  con- 
ihe  finned.  The  suffragans  likewise  complained  that  the  monks  would 
liter-**  presume  to  choose  the  archbishop  witnout  their  consent,  and  there- 
r.*k*uch  *"re  desired,  by  divers  reasons,  the  first  election  to  be  of  none  effect, 
mem.  to  The  pope,  deciding  the  matter  between  both,  pronounced  with  the 
•h,o^t!e,l,  monks  ;  charging  the  suffragans  and  bishops  to  meddle  no  more  with 
a  d.i  io7.  that  election,  but  to  let  the  monks  alone.  The  monks  of  Canter- 
kury,  now  having  the  whole  election  in  their  own  hands,  fell  also  at* 
nion/th*  square  among  themselves,  the  younger  sort  with  the  elder.  The 
"«n"tM-of  younger  sort,  who  had  chosen  Reginald  their  superior,  would  have 
about  the  tnat  election  to  stand.  The  elder  sort  of  the  monks  replied  again, 
SmSS? mFnB*  tnat  tne  ^ret  Section  was  done  by  stealth,  and  by  night,  and 


by  the  younger  part ;  also  without  the  counsel  of  other 
Over  ana  besides,  it  was  done  without  the  king's  license  or  appoint- 
ment, and  without  the  due  solemnity  thereunto  belonging. 

And  as  concerning  our  election,  said  they,  it  was  done  in  the 


clear  light  of  the  day,  by  which  it  had  authority  in  presence  of  our 
liege  lord  the  king,  and  his  council  being  willing  to  the  same. 

This  allegation  thus  proponed,  the  suffragans'1  proctor  or  man  of 
law  stood  forth,  and  proved  the  former  election  to  be  good,  and  this 
latter  to  be  void  and  of  no  value,  after  this  sort.    44  Whether  the 


(1)  Thii  piuift  is  not  found  In  the  Edition  of  15U,  but  appear*  In  that  of  1496.— Rn. 


of  15*3,  tint  appear* 

(1)  "  Res  ornnihna  de  epLcopatu  Llncolnla?  clericii  et  laicii,  uJ 


proxime  ante  Floridum  pjurhatli  commiii 

(3)  Some  think  that  'Floridum 
meant  thereby,  tith 
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first  election,"  saith  he,  u  were  just  or  unjust,  ye  ought  first  by  the  /o*». 
law  to  have  condemned  it  before  ye  should  have  presumed  to  the    *  n 
second ;  but  thus  ye  did  not :  therefore  is  this  your  latter  doing  no  1207. 
election  at  all,  and  the  first  therefore  is  rather  to  be  ratified  than 
yours."    When  they  had  thus  multiplied  talk  on  both  sides,  with 
many  frivolous  allegations  a  long  time,  and  could  not  agree  upon  one 
person,  Pope  Innocent  condemned  both  their  elections,  commanding 
them  to  choose  Stephen  Langton,  then  cardinal  of  St.  Chrysogon, 
for  their  archbishop.    The  monks  then  answered,  that  they  durst  not 
so  do  without  consent  of  their  king,  and  for  that  it  was  prejudicial  to 
their  ancient  liberties.    The  pope  by  and  by  (saith  the  text),  as  one 
in  a  fury,  taking  the  words  out  of  their  mouths,  said  thus  unto  them :  The  pride 
"  We  will  ye  to  know,  that  we  have  full  power  and  authority  S,^ 
over  the  church  of  Canterbury ;  neither  are  we  wont  to  tarry  the  ,he  p01*- 
consent  of  princes,  therefore  we  command  you,  on  pain  of  our  great 
curse,  that  ye  choose  him  only  whom  we  have  appointed." 

The  monks,  at  these  words  abashed  and  terrified,  though  they 
much  murmured  in  their  hearts,  vet  consented  they  all  in  one,  and 
thereupon  sang  Te  Deum ;  only  Dr.  Elias  Brantfield  withdrew 
himself  from  that  election,  whom  the  king  had  sent  for  the  admission 
of  the  bishop  of  Norwich. 

Thus  was  Stephen  Langton,  in  the  high  church  of  Witerby,  by  Stephen 
the  pope's  hand,  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  made0" 

•'This  election,  thus  passed  with  the  pope's  grace  and  favour,  {J{^p  [|f 
the  said  Stephen  had  in  England,  among  others  that  solicited  his  earner 
cause  to  the  king,  a  brother  named  Master  Simon  Langton,  who  bwry' 
also  in  course  of  time  became  archbishop  of  York,  as  appearcth 
in  the  course  of  this  story,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  a.d.  1228. 
In  this  behalf  the  king  seemed  tractable,  so  he  might  have  his 
sovereignty  entire;  against  which,  because  the  said  Stephen  had 
vowed  to  oppose  himself,  and  the  king  mislikcd  such  demeanour,  he 
sent  abroad  nis  letters  certificatory  about  the  realm ;  therein  giving 
intimation  to  all  people  of  proud  Stephen  Langton's  countenance. 
The  form  of  the  said  letters  followeth. 

Letters  certificatory  of  King  John,  touching  the  contumacy  of 
Stephen  Langton,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  by  the  Pope's 
Election.' 

The  king  to  all  men,  8tc.  Know  ye  that  Master  Simon  Langton  came  to 
us  at  Winchester,  on  the  Wednesday  next  before  Mid-lent,  and,  in  presence  of 
our  bishops,  besought  us  that  we  would  receive  his  brother,  Master  Stephen 
Langton,  to  be  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  And  when  we  spake  unto  him 
touching  the  reservation  and  saving  of  our  dignity  unto  us,  he  told  us  that  he 
would  do  no  such  thing  for  us,  unless  we  would  wholly  rely  ourselves  upon  his 
courtesy  and  gentleness.  This  therefore  we  command,  that  you  know  evil  and 
wrong  to  be  done  unto  us  in  this  behalf:  and  we  charge  you,  that  you  believe 
those  things  which  Reginald  of  Cornhill  shall  tell  you  on  our  part,  touching  the 
aforesaid  deed  between  us  and  the  bishops  above-named,  ore. — Witness  the 
king  at  Winchester,  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his 
reign.* 

(1)  Thii  fuwpf  ft  not  in  any  edition  previous  to  that  of  1  '>%.  —  Eo. 
(I)  "  Rex  omnibua  hirminibua,  fee.    Scimtit  quod  master  Simon  de  I 
Winton  die  Mercurii  proxlmc  ante  mediam  quadra^r«im.e,''  Sc.— Turri» 

Y  2 
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Now,  albeit  the  king  took  indignation  at  this  proceeding  in  the 
A.  D.  election  of  Stephen,  "  yet,  from  thenccforth,,,  saith  Matthew  Paris, 
1208.  "  the  pope  could  do  no  less  than  mightily  defend  him  from  all 
vexation  and  danger ;  considering  that  he  was  his  own  dear  darling, 
and  a  child  of  his  own  creation." 

Furthermore,  upon  this  occasion  King  John  conceived  an  extreme 
displeasure  against  the  clergy  and  monks  of  Canterbury,  as  he  had 
good  cause,  they  doing  so  many  evils  against  his  princely  prerogative. 
Without  his  license  they  elected  their  archbishop,  and  put  by  the 
bishop  of  Norwich,  whom  he  had  appointed.    They  wasted  a  great 
part  of  his  treasure  for  the  ware ;  and,  to  bring  all  to  the  devil,  they 
made  Stephen  Langton  their  high  metropolitan,  whom  he  took  for  a 
grievous  enemy  to  the  whole  realm,  being  always  so  familiar  with  the 
ci»"«- of  J^rencn  king  :  wherefore,  in  his  anger,  he  banished  them  out  of  the 
biVb*-  land,  to  the  number  of  threescore  and  four,  for  this  their  contumacy, 
nUtle<,'    and  contempt  of  his  regal  power. 

The  king  The  monks  of  Canterbury  thus  being  expulscd,  the  king  forthwith 
uVcTwuh  sendeth  messengers  to  the  pope  with  his  letters,  wherein  he  doth 
rore(Popc  sharply  and  expressly  expostulate  with  the  pope.  First,  for  tliat  so 
iterating  uncourtcously  he  resisted  the  election  of  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  and 
K2SS5,  sct  UP  onc  Stephen  Ijangton,  a  man  unknown  to  him,  and  brought 
bwllop  or  UP  amonp8'  ms  enemies  a  long  time  in  the  kingdom  of  France, 


consecrating  him  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  letting  the  other  go. 
bury'  Also,  which  is  more,  for  that  it  rcdoundcth  to  the  subversion  and 
derogation  of  the  liberties  appertaining  to  his  crown ;  for,  notwith- 
standing his  consent  passed  (being  before  of  the  monks,  not  made 
privy,  who  should  have  so  done),  yet  he  rashly  presumed  to  promote 
and  prefer  another.  Wherefore  he  cannot  marvel,  he  saith,  enough, 
that  neither  the  said  pope,  nor  the  court  of  Rome,  doth  consider  and 
revolve  with  themselves,  how  necessary  his  love  and  favour  hath  been 
always  hitherto  to  the  see  of  Rome ;  and  that  they  consider  not  what 
great  profit  and  revenues  have  proceeded  hitherto  to  them  out  of  the 
realm  of  England ;  the  like  whereof  hath  not  been  received  out  of 
any  other  country  besides  on  this  side  the  Alps.  He  addcth  more- 
over, and  saith,  that  for  his  liberties  he  will  stand,  if  need  be,  unto 
death,  neither  can  he  be  so  removed  and  shaken  off  from  the  election 
of  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  which  he  secth  to  be  so  commodious  to 
mi -bold  him  and  profitable.  Finally,  he  thus  concludeth,  saying,  tliat  in 
case  in  this  his  request  he  be  not  heard,  he  will  so  provide  by  the 
seas  that  there  shall  be  no  such  gadding  and  coursing  any  more  over 
to  Rome,  suffering  the  riches  of  the  land  no  more  to  be  transported 
over,  whereby  he  should  be  himself  the  less  able  to  resist  his  enemies. 
And,  seeing  he  hath  of  his  own  at  home,  archbishops,  bishops,  and  other 
prelates  of  the  church,  both  of  Englishmen  and  of  others,  sufficiently 
provided  and  instructed  in  all  kind  of  knowledge,  therefore,  he  shall 
not  need  greatly  to  seek  for  judgment  and  justice  further  abroad. 

When  these  things  came  to  the  pope's  knowledge,  he  directeth 
this  letter  again  to  the  king  in  these  words  :  — 

The  Pope's  Letter  to  King  John. 

Innocent,  pope,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  our  well-beloved  son  in 
Christ,  the  king  of  England,  health,  and  apostolical  blessing.    Whereas  we 
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have  written  to  you  heretofore,  exhorting  and  entreating  you  after  an  humble,  /<>*» 
diligent,  and  gentle  sort  (concerning  the  church  of  Canterbury),  you  have 


written  to  us  again  after  a  threatening  sort  and  upbraiding  manner,  both  spite-  A-  D. 
ftilly  and  also  frowardly.  And  whereas  we  have  borne  and  given  to  you  more  1208- 
and  above  what  our  right  and  duty  required ;  you  again,  for  your  par^  have  it  u  pity 
given  to  us  not  so  much  as  by  right  and  duty  you  are  bound  to  do.  And  though  but  thi« 

  »  »»__   I   «  •!  .  none 


your  devotion,  as  you  say,  hath  been  to  us  very  necessary,  yet  consider  again  JSJJJu  ^ 
that  ours  also  is  not  a  little  opportune  and  expedient  for  you.    And  whereas  honoured 
we,  in  such  like  cases,  have  not  showed  at  any  time  the  like  honour  to  any  of  \ing* 
s  we  have  unto  you ;  you  again  have  so  much  derogated  our  honour,  prince*, 
rince  else  hath  presumed  to  do  besides ;  pretending  certain  frivolous 
and  occasions,  I  cannot  tell  what,  why  you  would  not  condescend  to  the 
election  of  Stephen  I*angton,  cardinal  of  St.  Chrysogon,  chosen  by  the  monks 
of  Canterbury ;  for  that  the  said  Stephen  (as  you  say)  hath  been  conversant 
and  brought  up  amongst  your  enemies,  and  his  person  is  to  you  unknown.  But 
you  know  what  is  the  proverb  of  Solomon  : — "  The  net  is  cast,  but  in  vain,  in 
the  sight  of  the  flying  birds,"  &c 

With  much  other  matter  in  the  same  epistle,  wherein  he  falleth  a  pium 
into  the  commendation  of  Stephen  Lang-ton  his  cardinal,  declaring  Tking"1 
how  learned  he  was  in  the  liberal  arts  and  in  divinity,  insomuch  that 
he  was  prebendated  at  Paris ;  also  that  he  was  come  of  an  honest tute  *" 
stock,  and  was  an  Englishman  born,  and  not  unknown  to  the  king,  Euiwp 
seeing  the  king  had  written  his  letters  thrice  to  him  before.  Declaring,  ^,„linW" 
moreover,  in  the  said  letter,  how  the  messengers  of  the  king  had  wtlta- 
specified  to  him  another  cause ;  which  was,  that  the  monks  of  Can- 
terbury, who  had  to  do  in  the  election,  came  not  to  him  before  for 
his  consent    Declaring,  moreover,  in  the  said  letter,  how  the  said 
messengers  of  the  king  entreated  in  the  king's  behalf,  that  forasmuch 
as  the  pope's  letters  (wherein  the  king  was  commanded  to  send  his 
proctors  to  Rome,  for  the  same  matter)  came  not  to  the  king's 
nand,  neither  did  the  monks  direct  any  such  letters  or  message  to  the 
king  to  have  his  consent ;  therefore  the  pope,  considering  the  same, 
would  grant  so  much  for  the  regard  of  the  king's  honour,  that  the 
monks  of  Canterbury  should  not  proceed  without  the  king's  assent 
therein.  And  forasmuch  as  that  hath  not  been  done  as  yet,  therefore 
they  desired  some  delay  therein  to  be  given,  sufficient  for  the  doing 
thereof.    Whcrcunto  he  said,  that  he  had  granted  and  fulfilled  their 
request,  in  sending  his  letters  and  messengers  once  or  twice  to  the 
king  for  the  same  purpose,  although  he  said  it  was  not  the  manner  of 
the  see  apostolic  (which  had  the  fulness  of  power  over  the  church  of 
Canterbury)  to  wait  for  princes'  consents  in  such  elections,  who  then 
could  not  be  suffered  to  do  that  which  they  came  for.  Wherefore,  in 
knitting  up  his  letter,  he  thus  concludeth  in  these  words : — 

"  And  therefore,  seeing  the  matter  so  standeth,  we  see  no  cause  why  we  A  g1o> 
should  require  or  tarry  for  the  king's  favour  or  consent  any  more  therein,  but  riou» 
intend  so  to  proceed  in  this  matter,  neither  inclining  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  °* 
the  left,  according  as  the  canonical  ordinances  of  the  holy  fathers  shall  direct  'k^* 
us  ;  that  is,  (all  impediments  and  delays  set  aside)  so  to  provide,  that  the  church 
of  Canterbury  be  not  any  longer  destitute  of  her  pastor.    Wherefore,  be  it 
known  to  your  discretion  or  kingly  prudence,  that  forasmuch  as  this  election  of 
Stephen  Langton  hath  orderly  and  in  concord  thus  proceeded  without  fraud  or 
deceit,  upon  a  person  meet  for  the  same ;  therefore  wo  will  not,  for  man's 
pleasure,  neither  may  we,  without  danger  of  fame  and  of  conscience,  defer  or 
protract  any  longer  the  consummation  of  the  said  election.    Wherefore,  my 
well-beloved  son,  seeing  we  have  had  respect  to  your  honour,  above  what  our 
right  and  duly  jcquirctli,  study  to  honour  us  so  much  as  your  duty  requireth 
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John,    again,  so  that  you  may  the  more  plentifully  deserve  favour,  both  at  God's  hand 

—  and  ours ;  lest  that  by  doing  the  contrary,  you  brine  yourself  into  such  a  peck 

D.   of  troubles,  as  afterwards  you  shall  scarce  rid  yourself  of  again.    For  this  know 

1208.  .for  a  certainty,  in  the  end  it  must  needs  fall  out,  that  he  shall  have  the  better, 
Note  the  unto  whom  every  knee  (of  heavenly,  earthly,  and  infernal  creatures)  doth  bow, 

E-  whose  turn  I  serve  in  earth,  though  I  be  unworthy.  Therefore  settle  not 
°{„.  yourself  to  obey  their  persuasions,  who  always  desire  your  unquietness, 
bitious  whereby  they  may  fish  the  better  in  the  water  when  it  is  troubled ;  but  commit 
yourself  to  our  pleasure,  which  undoubtedly  shall  turn  to  your  praise,  glory, 
and  honour.  For  it  should  not  be  much  for  your  safety  in  this  cause  to  resist 
God  and  the  church;  in  whose  quarrel  that  blessed  martyr,  and  glorious 
bishop,  Thomas  [Becket]  hath  of  late  shed  his  blood ;  especially  seeing  your 
father  and  your  brother  of  famous  memory,  then  kings  01  England,  did  give 
Prince*    over  those  three  wicked  customs  into  the  hands  of  the  legates  of  the  see 


must  be  apostolic.    But,  if  you  yield  yourself  humbly  into  our  hands,  we  will  look  that 
*  you  and  yours  shall  be  sufficiently  provided  for,  that  no  prejudice  may  arise 
hereupon  to  you- ward. — Given  at  Lateran  the  tenth  year  of  our  popedom." 

Thus  hast  thou,  gentle  reader !  the  glorious  letter  ot  the  proud 
pope  ;  I  beseech  thee  mark  it  well.    Now  to  the  story. 

After  this  letter  was  sent  out,  not  long  after  proceedeth  a  charge 
and  commandment  sent  into  England,  unto  certain  bishops  there, 
requiring  them,  by  authority  apostolical,  that  if  the  said  king  would 
not  receive  the  prior  of  Canterbury  and  his  monks,  then  they  should 
interdict  him  throughout  all  his  realm.  For  the  executing  of  this, 
u-  four  bishops  were  appointed  by  the  usurped  power  of  the  pope^s 
ptSSsST  DUMS  :  namely,  William,  bishop  of  London ;  Eustace,  bishop  of 
diet  the'  ®J  ;  Walter,  bishop  of  Winchester ;  and  Giles,  bishop  of  Here- 
ford. These  four  bishops  went  unto  the  king,  and  showed  their 
commission  from  the  pope,  as  is  aforesaid,  willing  him  to  consent 
thereto  ;  but  the  said  king  refused  the  same,  and  would  by  no  means 
grant  their  request.  Whereupon  they,  departing  from  his  grace, 
went  on  the  morrow  after  the  Annunciation  of  our  Lady,  and  pro- 
nounced the  said  general  interdiction  throughout  all  England,  so 
that  the  church-doors  were  shut  up  with  keys,  and  other  fastenings, 
and  with  walls. 

Now  when  the  king  heard  of  this,  he  began  to  be  moved  against 
them,  and  took  all  the  possessions  of  the  four  bishops  into  his  hands, 
appointing  certain  men  to  keep  the  livings  of  the  clergy  throughout 
wed-     the  realm,  and  that  they  should  enjoy  no  part  thereof.    This  being 
S?* 01  done,  the  bishops,  seeing  the  same,  cursed  all  them  that  kept,  or 
abuMd    should  meddle  with  church  poods,  against  the  will  of  them  that 
tm  pri-    owned  them  :  and  understanding,  for  all  that,  that  the  king  nothing 
vsafB,    regarded  their  doings,  they  went  over  sea  to  the  bishop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  informed  him  what  had  happened  :  who  hearing  the  same, 
willed  them  again  to  return  to  Canterbury,  and  he  would  come 
thither  to  them,  or  else  send  certain  persons  thither  in  his  stead, 
that  should  do  as  much  as  if  he  were  there  himself.    Then  when  the 
bishops  heard  this,  they  returned  again  to  England,  to  Canterbury ; 
on  which  tidings  came  shortly  to  the  king,  that  they  were  come  again 
thither.    And  because  he  might  not  himself  travel  to  them,  he  sent 
thither  bishops,  earls,  and  abbots,  to  entreat  them  that  the  Archbishop 
Stephen,  whom  he  had  chosen,  might  be  admitted;  promising  the 
prior  and  all  the  monks  of  Canterbury  in  his  behalf,  that  he  should 
never  take  any  thing  of  the  church  goods  against  the  will  of  them 
that  owned  them,  but  would  make  amends  to  them  from  whom  he  had 
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taken  any  such  goods,  and  that  the  church  should  have  all  her  franchises  /o»». 
in  as  ample  manner  as  she  had  in  St.  Edward  the  Confessors  time.  A  D 

When  the  form  of  agreement  was  thus  concluded,  it  was  engrossed  12W. 
in  a  pair  of  indentures,  and  the  aforesaid  four  bishops,  to  the  one  ^  ln_ 
part  thereof,  set  their  seals ;  and  the  other  part  the  said  bishops, 
earls,  and  abbots,  carried  to  show  the  king.    When  the  king  saw  the  rtwtnwi 
order  thereof,  he  liked  it  well,  saving  he  would  not  agree  to  make  ift«epi** 
restitution  of  the  church  goods.     So  he  sent  to  the  four  bishops  jgfa* 
again  tliat  they  should  put  out  that  point  of  restitution.    But  they 
answered  stoutly,  that  tney  would  not  put  out  one  word.    Then  the 
king  sent  word  to  the  archbishop,  bv  the  four  bishops,  that  he  should 
come  to  Canterbury  to  speak  with  him,  and  for  his  safe  conduct  to 
come  and  go  again  at  his  will,  he  sent  his  justices  as  pledges :  Gilbert 
Peitewin,  William  de  la  Beurer,  and  John  Letfitz.    This  done,  the 
Archbishop  Stephen  came  to  Canterbury,  and  the  king,  hearing 
thereof,  came  to  Chilham ;  from  whence  he  sent  his  treasurer,  the  Stephen 
bishop  of  Winchester,  to  him,  to  have  the  kind's  name  put  out  of  Jj^f00 
the  indentures  in  the  clause  of  restitution  aforesaid  :  who  refusing  to 
alter  any  word  of  the  same,  moved  the  king  in  such  sort,  that  imme- 
diately  it  was  proclaimed  throughout  England,  at  the  king's  com- 
mandment, that  all  those  that  had  any  church-livings,  and  went  over 
the  sea,  should  come  again  into  England  by  a  certain  day,  or  else 
lose  their  livings  for  evermore.    And  further  in  that  proclamation, 
he  charged  all  sheriffs  within  the  realm,  to  inquire  if  any  bishops,  ^  kJnf 
abbots,  priors,  or  any  other  churchman  (from  that  day  forward)  moved 
received  any  commandment  that  came  from  the  pope,  and  that  they  hS!"" 
should  take  his  or  their  body  and  bring  it  before  him ;  and  also  that  they 
should  take  into  their  hands,  for  the  king's  use,  all  the  church  lands 
that  were  given  to  any  man  through  the  Archbishop  Stephen,  or  by 
the  priors  of  Canterbury,  from  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  arch- 
bishop :  and  further  charged  that  all  the  woods  that  were  the  arch- 
bishop's should  be  cut  down  and  sold. 

Wnen  tidings  came  to  the  pope  that  the  king  had  thus  done,  Twoie- 
being  moved  thereby  with  fiery  wrath,  he  sent  to  the  king  two 
legates,  the  one  called  Pandulph,  and  the  other  Durant,  to  warn  him,  po£. 
in  the  pope's  name,  that  he  should  cease  his  doings  to  holy  church, 
and  amend  the  wrong  he  had  done  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
to  the  priors  and  monks  of  Canterbury,  and  to  all  the  clergy  of  Eng- 
land.   And  further,  that  he  should  restore  the  goods  again  that  he 
had  taken  of  them  against  their  will,  or  else  they  should  curse  the  king 
by  name ;  and  to  do  this,  the  pope  gave  them  his  letters  in  bulls 
patent.    These  two  legates,  coming  into  England,  resorted  to  the 
Icing  to  Northampton,  where  he  held  his  parliament,  and,  saluting 
him,  said,  they  came  from  the  pope  of  Rome,  to  reform  the  peace  of 
holy  church.    And  first,  said  tney,  "  we  admonish  you  in  the  pope's  Bwtiiu- 
bchalf,  that  ye  make  full  restitution  of  the  goods,  and  of  the  lands,  qui^of 
that  ye  have  ravished  from  holy  church  ;  and  that  ye  receive  Stephen, the 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  into  his  dignity  ;  and  the  prior  of  Can- 
terbury and  his  monks ;  and  that  ye  yield  again  unto  the  archbishop 
all  his  lands  and  rents  without  any  withholding ;  and,  sir,  yet  more- 
over, that  ye  sliall  make  such  restitution  to  them  as  the  church  shall 
think  sufficient.'" 
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Then  answered  the  king,  as  touching  the  prior  and  his  monks  of 
A.D.  Canterbury,  "  All  that  ye  have  said  I  would  gladly  do,  and  all  things 
1210.  else  that  you  would  ordain  ;  but  as  touching  the  archbishop,  1  shall 
Fierce  tell  you  as  it  lieth  in  my  heart.  Let  the  archbishop  leave  his 
£■£  bishopric  ;  and  if  the  pope  then  shall  entreat  for  him,  peradventurc  I 
tw«?n  the  may  like  to  give  him  some  other  bishopric  in  England ;  and  upon  this 
p1I£      condition  I  will  receive  and  admit  him." 

duiph.  Then  said  Pandulph  to  the  king,  "  Holy  church  was  wont  never  to 
degrade  archbishop  without  cause  reasonable ;  but  she  was  ever  wont 
to  correct  princes  that  were  disobedient  to  her." 

"  What  ?  How  now,"  quoth  the  king;  "  threaten  ye  me  1*  11  Nay," 
said  Pandulph,  **  but  ye  have  now  openly  told  us  as  it  standeth  in 
your  heart ;  and  now  we  will  tell  you  what  is  the  pope's  will ;  and 
thus  it  standeth  :  he  hath  wholly  interdicted  and  cursed  you,  for  the 
wrongs  you  have  done  unto  holy  church,  and  unto  the  clergy.  And, 
forasmuch  as  ye  will  dwell  still  in  your  malice,  and  will  come  to  no 
amendment,  you  shall  understand,  that  from  this  time  forward  the 
sentences  upon  you  given  have  force  and  strength.    And  all  those 
that  with  you  have  communed  before  this  time,  whether  that  they  be 
carls,  barons,  or  knights,  or  any  other,  whatsoever  they  be,  we  assoil 
them  safely  from  their  sins  unto  this  day :  and  from  this  time  forward, 
gate  curt-  of  what  condition  soever  they  be,  we  accurse  them  openly,  and 
who*^m-  specially  by  this  our  sentence,  that  do  commune  with  you.  And 
"Y^"...    we  assoil,  moreover,  earls,  barons,  knights,  and  all  other  manner  of 

with  tlw  *©* 

king.  men,  of  their  homages,  services,  and  fealties,  that  they  should  do  unto 
you.  And  this  thing  to  confirm,  we  give  plain  power  unto  the  bishop 
of  Winchester,  and  to  the  bishop  of  Norwich ;  and  the  same  power 
we  give  against  Scotland  unto  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  of  Salis- 
bury; and  in  Wales  we  give  the  same  power  to  the  bishop  of 
St.  David,  and  of  Landaff,  and  of  St.  Asaph." 

M?h<Hf  "  Also' sir  kmf>"  tluotn  PandulPn>  "  all  the  kings,  princes,  and  the 
rebellion  great  dukes  christened,  have  laboured  to  the  pope  to  have  license  to 
obedience  cross  themselves,  and  to  war  against  thee,  as  upon  God's  great  enemy, 
and  to  win  thy  land,  and  to  make  king  whom  it  pleaseth  the  pope. 
And  we  here  now  assoil  all  those  of  their  sins  that  will  rise  against 
thee  here  in  thine  own  land." 

Then  the  king,  hearing  this,  answered :  "  What  shame  may  ye 
do  more  to  me  than  this  ?" 

Pandulph  again  :  "We  say  to  you  in  the  name  of  God,  that  nei- 
ther you,  nor  any  heir  that  you  have,  after  this  day  shall  be  crowned." 
So  the  king  said,  "  By  him  that  is  Almighty  God,  if  I  had  known 
of  this  thing  before  ye  came  into  this  land,  and  that  ye  had  brought  me 
such  news,  t  should  have  made  you  tarry  out  these  twelve  months." 

Then  answered  Pandulph,  "  Full  well  we  thought,  at  our  first 
coming,  that  ye  would  have  been  obedient  to  God  and  to  holy 
church,  and  have  fulfilled  the  pope's  commandment,  which  we  have 
showed  and  pronounced  to  you,  as  we  were  charged  therewith.  And 
now  ye  say,  that  if  ye  had  wist  the  cause  of  our  coming,  ye  would 
have  made  us  tarry  out  a  whole  year;  who  might  as  well  say,  that  ye 
Like  would  have  taken  a  whole  year's  respite  without  the  pope's  leave ; 
but  for  to  suffer  what  death  ye  can  ordain,  we  shall  not  spare  to  tell 
all  the  pope's  message  and  will,  that  he  gave  us  in  charge. 
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In  another  chronicle  I  find  the  words  between  the  king  and  Pan- 
dulph  something  otherwise  described,  as  though  the  king  should  first  A  ^ 
threaten  him  with  hanging,  if  he  had  foreknown  of  his  coming.    To  1211. 
whom  Pandulph  again  should  answer,  that  he  looked  for  nothing  else 
at  his  hand,  but  to  suffer  for  the  church's  right.    Whereupon  the 
king,  being  mightily  incensed,  departed.    The  king,  the  same  time, 
being  at  Northampton,  willed  the  sheriffs  and  bailiffs  to  bring  forth 
all  the  prisoners  there,  that  such  as  had  deserved,  should  be  put  to 
death ;  to  the  intent,  as  some  think,  to  make  Pandulph  afraid. 
Among  them  was  a  certain  clerk,  who,  for  counterfeiting  the  king's 
coin,  was  also  condemned  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered ;  and, 
moreover,  the  king  commanded  (thereby  to  anger  Pandulph  the 
more,  as  may  be  thought)  that  this  clerk  should  be  hanged  up 
highest,  above  the  rest.    Pandulph,  hearing  thereof,  notwithstanding  p»nduiph 
he  somewhat  began  to  fear  lest  he  should  be  lianged  himself ;  yet,  0hM 
with  such  courage  as  he  had,  he  went  to  the  church  to  set  out»h*nhurt- 
book,  bell,  and  candle,  charging  that  no  man,  under  pain  of  accursing, 
should  lay  hands  upon  the  clerk.    Upon  this  the  king  and  the 
cardinal  departed  in  no  little  anger,  and  Pandulph  went  to  Rome, 
and  reported  to  the   pope  and  the  cardinals  what  had  been 
done. 

Then  the  pope  summoned  all  the  bishops,  abbots,  and  clerks  of  Eng- 
land, to  come  and  repair  to  Rome,  to  consult  what  was  to  be  done 
therein.  This  council  began  the  first  day  of  October.  It  was  therein 
decreed,  by  the  pope  and  his  assembly,  that  John,  king  of  England, 
should  be  accursed,  with  all  such  as  held  with  him,  every  day  so  long 
as  that  council  endured ;  albeit  this  was  not  yet  granted,  that  the 
people  should  be  crossed  to  fight  against  him,  because  as  yet  he  liad 
shed  no  blood.    But  afterwards  the  said  Pope  Innocent,  seeing  that  The  pop. 
King  John  would  by  no  means  stoop  under  his  subjection,  nor  under  Jjj™"* 
the  rule  of  his  popish  see,  sent  unto  the  French  king,  upon  remission  Prench 
of  all  his  sins,  and  those  of  all  that  went  with  him,  that  with  all  hSU? 
the  power  they  might,  they  should  take  with  them  the  livery  and 
badge  of  the  cross,  to  invade  the  realm  of  England,  and  revenge 
him  of  the  manifold  injuries  done  to  the  universal  church,  by  that 
cursed  Turk  or  Pagan,  King  John. 

This  occasion  given,  Pope  Innocent  yet  once  again  commanded,  The 
on  pain  of  his  great  curse,  that  no  man  should  obey  King  John,  J££* 
neither  yet  keep  company  with  him :  he  forbade  all  persons  to  eat  ^ 
and  drink  with  him,  or  talk  with  him,  to  commune  or  counsel  with 
him  ;  yea,  his  own  familiar  household  to  do  him  any  kind  of  service 
either  at  bed  or  at  board,  in  church,  hall,  or  stable.    And  what 
followed  thereof?  The  greater  part  of  them,  who  after  such  sort  fled  Thejun 
from  him,  by  the  ordinance  of  God,  of  divers  and  sundry  diseases  the  J^'oV 
same  year  died ;   and  between  both  nations,  English  and  French,  J^gj" 
fell,  for  that  year,  great  amity  ;  but  secret,  subtile,  and  false,  to  the  j^"**- 
bitter  betraying  of  England.    Neither  was  the  pope  content  only 
with  this,  but,  moreover,  the  said  Pope  Innocent  gave  sentence  de- 
finitive, by  council  of  his  cardinals,  that  King  John  should  be  put  from 
his  seat  regal  and  deposed,  and  another  put  in  his  room.    To  the 
speedy  execution  of  this  he  appointed  the  French  king,  Philip ;  pro- 
mising to  give  him  full  remission  of  all  his  sins,  and  the  clear 
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_/«*»-_  possession  of  all  the  realm  of  England,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  if  he 
A  j)   did  either  kill  him  or  expel  him. 

1212.      The  next  year  the  French  king  began  his  attempt,  in  hope  of  the 
The  -op,  crown  of  England ;  being  well  manned  with  bishops,  monks,  prelates, 
£™£L  Y^te,  and  their  servants,  to  maintain  the  same ;  bragging  of  the 
'  letters  which  they  had  received  from  the  great  men  there.  But 
behold  the  work  of  God :  the  English  navy  took  three  hundred  of 
the  French  king's  ships,  well  loaden  with  wheat,  wine,  meal,  flesh, 
iu?a  by  armour,  and  such  other  stores,  meet  for  the  war ;  and  one  hundred 
Engii.h.  ships  they  burnt  within  the  haven,  taking  the  spoils  with  them.  In 
the  mean  time  the  priests  in  England  had  provided  them  a  certain 
BJJ'JJJ  false  counterfeit  prophet,  called  Peter  Wakefield,  of  Poiz,  who  was 
vhtt.      an  idle  gadder  about,  and  a  prattling  merchant.    This  Peter  they 
made  to  prophesy  lies,  rumouring  his  prophecies  abroad,  to  bring  the 
king  out  of  all  credit  with  his  people.    They  noised  it  daily  among 
the  commons  of  the  realm,  that  Christ  had  twice  appeared  to  this 
prophet  of  theirs  in  shape  of  a  child  between  the  priest  s  hands,  once 
at  York,  another  time  at  Porn  fret ;  and  that  he  had  breathed  on  him 
thrice,  saying,  44  Peace  !  peace  !  peace  ! "  and  teaching  many  things 
which  he  anon  after  declared  to  the  bishops ;  and  bade  the  people 
amend  their  naughty  living.    Being  rapt  also  in  spirit,  they  said  he 
beheld  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  the  sorrows  of  hell.    For  scant  were 
there  three,  saith  the  chronicle,  among  a  thousand  that  lived  chris- 
tianly.    This  counterfeit  soothsayer  prophesied  of  King  John  that 
he  should  reign  no  longer  than  the  Ascension  Day,  a.d.  1213,  which 
was  the  fourteenth  year  from  his  coronation ;  and  this,  he  said,  he 
had  by  revelation.    Then  was  it  of  him  demanded,  whether  the  king 
should  be  slain,  or  expelled,  or  should  of  himself  give  over  the  crown? 
Hto  Mdi-  He  answered,  That  he  could  not  tell ;  but  of  this  he  was  sure,  he  said, 
pr«ti««.  that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  stock  or  lineage,  should  reign,  that  day 
once  finished.    The  king,  hearing  of  this,  laughed  much  at  it,  and 
made  but  a  scoff  thereof.    "  Tush,"  saith  he,  "  it  is  but  an  idiot 
knave,  and  such  a  one  as  lacketh  his  right  wits."    But  when  this 
foolish  prophet  had  so  escaped  the  danger  of  the  king's  displeasure, 
and  that  he  made  no  more  of  it,  he  gat  him  abroad,  ana  prated 
Peter  b   thereof  at  large,  as  he  was  a  very  idle  vagabond,  and  used  to  tattle 
into"11    and  talk  more  than  enough ;  so  that  they  who  loved  the  king 
prim,    earned  him  anon  after  to  be  apprehended  as  a  malefactor,  and  to 
be  thrown  into  prison,  the  king  not  yet  knowing  thereof. 

The  fame  of  this  fantastical  prophet  soon  went  all  the  realm  over, 
and  his  name  was  known  every  where,  as  foolishness  is  much  regarded 
of  people,  where  wisdom  is  not  in  place ;  especially  because  he  was 
then  imprisoned  for  the  matter,  the  rumour  was  the  larger,  their 
wonderings  were  the  wantoncr,  their  practising  the  foolisher,  their 
busy  talks,  and  other  idle  occupvings,  the  greater.  Continually  from 
thence,  as  the  rude  manner  of  people  is,  old  gossips'  tales  went 
abroad,  new  tales  were  invented,  rabies  were  added  to  fables,  and 
lies  grew  upon  lies  ;  so  that  every  day  new  slanders  were  raised  on 
the  King,  and  not  one  of  them  true :  rumours  arose,  blasphemies 
were  spread,  the  enemies  rejoiced,  and  treasons  by  the  priests  were 
maintained,  and  what  in  like  manner  was  surmised,  or  whatever 
•ubtlety  wa»  practised,  all  was  then  fathered  upon  this  foolish 
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prophet :  as,  "  Tims  saith  Peter  Wakefield,"  "  Thus  hath  he  propho- 
sicd,"  and,  "  This  shall  come  to  pass yea,  many  times  when  he  A  I} 
thought  nothing  less.    When  the  Ascension  Day  was  come,  which  1212. 
was  prophesied  of  before.  King  John  commanded  his  regal  tent  to  Tlle  faJie 
be  spread  abroad  in  the  open  field,  passing  that  day  with  his  noble  P">pi»;« 
council,  and  men  of  honour,  in  greateTsolemnity  than  ever  he  did  W 
before,  solacing  himself  with  musical  instruments  and  songs,  most 
in  sight,  amongst  his  trusty  friends.    When  that  day  was  passed 
in  all  prosperity  and  mirth,  his  enemies  being  confused,  turned  all 
to  an  allegorical  understanding,  to  make  the  prophecy  good,  and  said, 
"  He  is  no  longer  king,  for  the  pope  reigneth,  and  not  he yet 
reigned  he  still,  and  his  son  after  him,  to  prove  that  prophet  a 
liar.    Then  was  the  king  bv  his  council  persuaded  that  this  false 
prophet  had  troubled  all  the  realm,  perverted  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  and  raised  the  commons  against  him ;  for  his  words  went 
over  the  sea  by  the  help  of  his  prelates,  and  came  to  the  French 
king's  ear,  and  gave  him  great  encouragement  to  invade  the  land:  he 
had  not  else  done  it  so  suddenly ;  but  he  was  most  foully  deceived, 
as  all  they  are,  and  shall  be,  that  put  their  trust  in  such  dark,  drowsy  The  r*i~ 
dreams  of  hypocrites.  The  king  therefore  commanded  that  he  should  K2^! 
be  drawn  and  hanged  like  a  traitor,  and  his  son  with  him,  lest  any 
more  false  prophets  should  arise  of  that  race. 

After  the  popish  prelates,  monks,  canons,  priests,  &c.  saw  this 
their  crafty  juggling  by  their  feigned  prophet  would  not  speed, 
notwithstanding  they  had  done  no  little  harm  thereby,  to  help  the 
matter  more  forward,  they  began  to  travail  and  practise  with  Pope 
Innocent  on  the  one  side,  and  also  with  the  French  king  on  tnc 
other ;  besides  subtle  treasons  which  they  wrought  within  the  realm, 
and  by  their  confessions  in  the  car,  whereby  they  both  blinded  the 
nobility  and  commons.    The  king  thus  compassed  about  on  every 
side  with  enemies,  and  fearing  the  sequel  thereof,  knowing  the  King 
conspiracies  that  were  in  working  against  him,  as  well  by  the  pope,  j^ff 
in  all  that  ever  he  might,  as  also  by  Philip,  the  French  king,  by  his  ^™h"u 
procurement ;  and  moreover  his  own  people,  especially  his  lords  and  i 
barons,  being  rebelliously  incited  against  him  ;  as  by  the  pope's 
curses  and  interdictions  against  such  as  took  his  part ;  and  also  by 
his  absolutions  and  dispensations  with  all  those  that  would  rebel 
against  him,  commanding  them  to  detain  from  him  such  homage, 
service,  duties,  debts,  and  all  other  allegiance,  as  godly  subjects  owe  and 
are  bound  to  yield  and  give  to  their  liege  lord  and  prince:  all  which 
things  considered,  the  king,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  because 
the  French  king  began  to  make  sharp  invasion  upon  him  within 
his  own  realm,  sent  speedy  ambassadors  to  the  pope,  as  to  the  foun- 
tain of  all  this  his  mischief,  pretended  to  work  and  entreat  his  peace 
and  reconciliation  with  him,  promising  to  do  whatsoever  the  pope  J^/°r 
should  will  and  command  him  in  the  reformation  of  himself,  and  •w"  *» 
restitution  of  all  wrongs  done  to  holy  church,  and  to  make  due  satis- 
faction thcre-for  unto  all  men  that  could  complain. 

Then  sent  the  pope  again  into  England  his  legate  Pandulph,  with 
other  ambassadors:  the  king  also  at  Canterbury  (by  letters,  as  it 
should  seem,  certified  from  his  own  ambassadors)  waited  their 
coming;   where,  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  the  king  received 
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_  them,  making  unto  them  an  oath,  That  of  and  for  all  things 
A.  D.  wherein  he  stood  accursed,  he  would  make  ample  restitution  and 
1212.  satisfaction.  Unto  whom  also  all  the  lords  and  barons  of  England, 
as  many  as  there  were  with  the  king  attending  the  legates''  coming, 
sware  in  like  manner,  That  if  the  king  would  not  accomplish  in 
every  thing  the  oath  which  he  had  taken,  then  they  would  cause  him 
to  hold  and  confirm  the  same,  whether  he  would  or  not,  or  "  by 
strength,""  to  use  the  authors  words. 

* 1  The  king,  seeing  the  great  danger  that  was  like  to  follow,  and 
himself  to  be  brought  to  such  a  strait,  that  no  other  way  could  be  found 
to  avoid  the  present  destruction  both  of  his  person  and  the  realm  also, 
but  utterly  to  be  subverted ;  and  especially  fearing  the  French  king ; 
was  enforced  to  submit  himself  to  that  execrable  monster  and  antichrist 
of  Rome,  converting  his  land  into  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  as  many 
others  had  done  before  him,  and  so  became  a  sorry  subject  of  the 
si ii t'u !  scat  of  Rome,  thinking  thereby  to  avoid  all  imminent  dangers ; 
for  of  this  he  was  sure,  not  without  shame,  that  being  under  his  pro- 
tection, no  foreign  potentate  throughout  the  whole  empire  was  able 
to  subdue  him.* 

t^lThim-     Then  submitted  the  king  himself  unto  the  court  of  Rome,  and  to 
■eir.  Mid  the  pope ;  and,  resigning,  gave  up  his  dominions  and  realms  in 
jr»iKnrth  Engfanu        Ireland  for  him  and  for  his  heirs  for  evermore  that 
crown,    should  come  of  him :  with  this  condition,  that  the  king  and  his 
heirs  should  take  again  these  two  dominions  of  the  pope  to  farm, 
paying  yearly  for  them  to  the  court  of  Rome  one  thousand  marks  of 
silver.    Then  took  the  king  the  crown  from  his  head,  in  the  presence 
of  all  his  lords  and  barons  of  England,  kneeling  upon  his  knees  to 
Pandulph,  the  pope's  chief  legate,  saying  in  this  wise,  "  Here  I  resign 
the  crown  of  the  realm  of  England  into  the  pope's  hands,  Inno- 
cent III.,  and  put  me  wholly  in  his  mercy  and  ordinance.'1  Then 
took  Pandulph  the  crown  of  King  John,  and  kept  it  five  days  as  a 
possession  and  seizin-taking  of  these  two  realms  of  England  and 
Ireland,  confirming  also  all  things  promised  by  his  charter  obligatory 
as  followeth : — 

The  Copy  of  the  Letter  Obligatory  that  King  John  made  to  the 
Pope,  concerning  the  yielding  up  of  the  crown  and  realm  of 
England  into  the  Pope's  hands,  and  a  certain  sum  of  money 
yearly  to  be  paid. 

ciirUt        To  all  christian  people  throughout  the  world  dwelling,  John,  by  the  grace 
w«*        of  God,  king  of  England,  greeting :  to  your  university  known  be  it.  that,  for 
kingdom  u8  mucn  us  we  have  grieved  and  offended  God,  and  our  mother,  the  church  of 
and        Koine,  and  forasmuch  as  we  have  need  of  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
would      aIlu  we  mav  nothing  so  worthy  offer,  and  competent  satisfaction  make  to  God 
none  0   '  and  to  holy  church,  even  if  it  were  our  own  body,  as  with  our  realms  of  England 
and  of  Ireland ;  then,  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  desire  to  meek  us  for 
the  love  of  him,  that  meeked  him  to  the  death  upon  the  cross.    And  through 
counsel  of  the  nobles,  earls,  and  barons,  we  offer,  and  freely  grant  to  God,  and 
to  the  apostles  St  Peter  and  Paul  and  to  our  mother  church  of  Rome,  and  to 
our  holy  father  Pope  Innocent  III.,  and  to  all  the  popes  that  come  after  him,  all 
the  realm,  patronages  of  churches  of  England  and  of  Ireland,  with  all  the  appur- 
fbr  remission  of  sins,  and  help  and  health  of  our  kings'  soul  and  of 
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all  christian  souls.    So  that  from  this  time  afterwards,  we  will  receive  and  hold  Jettn. 

of  our  mother,  the  church  of  Rome,  as  in  farm,  doing  fealty  to  our  holy  father 


the  pope,  Innocent  III.,  and  to  all  the  popes  that  come  afterhim,  in  the  manner   £j?  D. 
above  said.    And  in  the  presence  of  the  wise  man,  Pandulph,  the  pope's  south-  '^2. 
deacon,  we  make  liege  homage,  as  if  it  were  in  the  pope's  presence,  and  we  King 
before  him  were,  and  as  if  he  himself  should  have  done  all  manner  of  things  J;»hn 
above  said;  and  thereto  we  bind  us,  and  all  that  come  after  us,  and  our  heirs  JTfainV 
for  evermore,  without  any  gainsaying,  to  the  pope,  and  eke  the  ward  of  the  hl»  realm 
church  vacant.    And,  in  token  of  this  thing  ever  for  to  last,  we  will,  confirm,  *£*£e 
and  ordain,  that  he  be  our  special  renter  of  the  aforesaid  realms  (saving 
St  Peter  pence)  in  all  things,  to  the  mother  church  of  Rome,  paying  by  the 
year  one  thousand  marks  of  silver  at  two  times  of  the  year,  for  all  manner  of  The  rent 
customs  that  we  should  do  for  the  said  realms ;  tliat  is  to  say,  at  Michaelmas  charKe>- 
und  at  Easter :  that  is,  for  England  seven  hundred  marks,  and  three  hundred 
marks  for  Ireland;  saving  to  us  and  to  our  heirs,  our  justices,  and  our  other 
franchises.    And  all  these  things,  that  have  before  been  said,  we  will  that  they 
be  firm  and  stable,  without  end  :  and  to  that  obligation  we,  and  all  our  succes- 
sors, and  our  heirs,  in  this  manner  arc  bound,  That  if  we,  or  any  of  our  heirs, 
through  any  presumption,  fail  in  any  point  again  of  these  things  above  said, 
and  he  having  been  warned,  will  not  right  amend  him,  he  shall  then  release  the 
aforesaid  realms  for  evermore  :  and  this  charter  of  obligation,  and  our  warrant 
for  evermore,  shall  be  firm  and  stable  without  gainsaying.    We  shall  from  this 
day  afterward  be  true  to  God,  and  to  the  mother  church  of  Rome,  and  to  thee, 
Innocent  III.,  and  to  all  that  come  after  thee;  and  in  the  realms  of  England 
and  of  Ireland  we  shall  maintain  true  faith,  in  all  manner  of  points,  against 
all  manner  of  men,  by  our  power  through  God's  help. 

Upon  this  obligation  the  king  was  discharged,  on  the  second  day 
of  July,  from  that  tyrannical  interdiction  under  which  he  had  con- 
tinued six  years  and  three  months.  But,  before  the  releascment 
thereof,  first,  he  was  miserably  compelled,  as  hath  been  declared,  to 
give  over  both  his  crown  and  sceptre  to  that  antichrist  of  Rome  for 
the  space  of  five  days ;  and,  as  his  client,  vassal,  fcudary,  and  tenant, 
to  receive  it  again  of  him  at  the  hands  of  another  cardinal ;  being 
bound  obligatory,  both  for  himself  and  for  his  successors,  to  pay 
yearly  for  acknowledgment  thereof,  one  thousand  marks  for  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  Then  came  they  thither  from  all  parts  of  the  The  un- 
realm,  so  many  as  had  their  consciences  wounded  for  obeying  their  blj"".^of 
liege  king,  as  blind  idiots,  and  there  they  were  absolved,  every  one  Mwcfagy 
by  his  own  bishop,  except  the  spiritual  fathers  and  ecclesiastical  their 
soldiers,  for  they  were  compelled  to  seek  to  Rome,  as  captives 
reserved  to  the  pope's  own  fatherhood.  In  this  new  ruffling  the  king 
easily  granted  that  abbots,  deans,  and  curates,  should  be  elected  freely 
every  where,  so  that  the  laws  of  the  realm  were  truly  observed ;  but 
against  that  were  the  bishops,  alleging  their  canonical  decrees  and 
rules  synodal,  determining  the  king  therein  to  have  nothing  to  do, 
but  only  to  give  his  consent  after  they  had  once  elected.  But  among 
this  shaven  rabble,  some  there  were  who  consented  not  to  this  wicked 
error ;  a  sort  also  there  were  of  the  prelates  at  that  time,  who  were 
not  pleased  that  the  land's  interdiction  should  cease,  till  the  king  had 
paid  all  that  which  their  clergy  in  all  quarters  of  the  realm  had 
demanded,  without  reason ;  yea,  what  every  saucy  Sir  John  for  his 
part  demanded,  even  to  the  very  breaking  of  their  hedges,  the  stealing 
of  their  apples,  and  their  other  occasional  damages,  which  grew  to  an 
incredible  sum,  and  impossible  to  be  answered.  Such  was  the  out- 
rageous cruel  noise  of  that  mischievous  progeny  of  antichrist,  against 
their  natural  king. 
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jo*n.  Notwithstanding  that  which  is  uttered  before  concerning  the  bitter 
A  D  malice  of  the  clergy  against  their  prince,  vet  did  the  pope's  legate 
1215.  and  cardinal,  Nicholaus  Tusculanus,  much  favour  his  doings,  and 
allow  of  his  proceedings  ;  wherefore  they  reported  of  him  that  he  was 
exceedingly  partial,  and  regarded  not  their  matters  ecclesiastical,  as 
he  should  have  done.  For,  leaving  the  account  of  their  restitutions, 
he  went  with  the  king's  officers,  as  the  kings  pleasure  was,  to  the 
cathedral  minsters,  abbeys,  priories,  deaneries,  and  great  churches 
vacant ;  and  there,  for  the  next  incumbent,  he  always  appointed  two, 
one  for  the  king,  another  for  the  parties.  But  upon  him  only  whom 
the  king  nominated  he  compelled  most  commonly  the  election  to 
pass,  which  vexed  them  wonderfully.  Upon  this,  therefore,  they 
raised  a  new  conspiracy  against  the  king's  person,  by  help  of  their 
bishops,  seditious  prelates,  and  such  noblemen  as  they  had  drawn  to 

diruio    ^lcvc  lmrt'cs-    "  "  e  beheld,"  saith  Hoveden,  "  about  the  same  time 
oropinion  many  noble  houses  and  assemblies  divided  in  many  places.  The 
Suftto    fathers  and  the  aged  men  stood  upon  the  king's  part,  but  the  younger 
Uat-      sort  contrary ;  and  some  there  were  that  for  the  love  of  their  kindred, 
and  in  other  sundry  respects,  forsook  the  king  again."    "  Yea,  the 
fame  went  that  time,"  saith  he,  "  that  they  were  confederated  with 
Alexander,  the  Scottish  king,  and  Llewellyn,  the  prince  of  Wales,  to 
work  him  an  utter  mischief."    A  council  at  Oxford  the  archbishop 
called,  whereat  some  would  not  tarry,  considering  the  confusion 
thereof ;  the  other  sort,  having  very  obstinate  hearts,  reviled  the  king 
most  spitefully  behind  his  lwck,  and  said,  that  from  thenceforth  he 
ought  to  be  taken  for  no  governor  of  theirs.    Their  outrageous  and 
frantic  clamour  so  much  prevailed  in  those  days,  that  it  grew  to  a 
grievous  tumult,  and  a  most  perilous  commotion. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1215,  as  witnesseth  Paulus  jEmilius,  and 
other  historians,  Pope  Innocent  III.  held  a  general  synod  at  Rome, 
LH""rMi°f  e^e^  the  Council  of  Lateran.    The  chief  causes  of  that  council  were 
hoidm    these : — In  the  days  of  this  Innocent,  heresy  (as  he  callcth  the  truth 
u>££enu  of  God,  or  the  doctrine  that  rebuketh  sin)  began  to  rise  up  very  high, 
and  to  spread  forth  its  branches  abroad,  by  reason  whereof  many 
princes  were  excommunicated ;  as  Otho,  the  emperor ;  John,  the  king 
of  England ;  Peter,  king  of  Arragon  ;  Kaimund,  the  earl  of  Toulouse, 
Aquitaine,  Sataloni,  and  such  others,  as  is  aforesaid  :  so  that  it  could 
be  no  otherwise,  saith  Hoveden,  but  with  the  sharp  axe  of  the  gospel 
(so  called  the  pope  his  excommunications)  they  ought  of  necessity  to 
have  been  cut  off  from  the  church.    Therefore  was  this  council  pro- 
vided and  proclaimed,  and  prelates  from  all  nations  thereunto  called. 
iubUrtSw  ^nc*'  *°  cc"our  those  mischiefs  which  he  then  went  about,  he  caused  it 
of  the    by  his  legates  and  cardinals  (very  crafty  merchants)  to  be  noised 
popc-     abroad,  that  his  intent  therein  was  only  to  have  the  church  universally 
reformed,  and  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Turks'  hands  recovered.  But 
all  this  was  craft  and  falsehood,  as  the  sequel  thereof  hath  manifestly 
declared ;  for  his  purpose  thereby  was,  to  subdue  all  princes,  and  to 
make  himself  rich  and  wealthy.   For  there  he  made  this  antichristian 
The  pope  act,  and  established  it  by  public  decree,  that  the  pope  should  have, 
Junh,*jic-  from  thenceforth,  the  correction  of  all  christian  princes ;  and  that  no 
f  *"  emperor  should  be  admitted,  except  he  were  sworn  before,  and  were 
also  crowned  of  him.    He  ordained  moreover,  that  whosoever  he 
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were  that  should  speak  evil  of  the  pope,  he  should  be  punished  in  /»*«. 
hell  with  eternal  damnation.1    He  provided  confession  to  help  these  ~X7dT~ 
matters  ;  he  allowed  their  bread  a  pix  to  cover  it,  and  a  bell  when  it  1215. 
goeth  abroad,  and  made  the  mass  equal  with  Christ's  gospel. 

In  this  council  was  first  invented,  and  brought  in,  transubstantiation  ;  Traiuub- 
of  which  Johannes  Scotus,  whom  we  call  Duns,  makcth  mention  in  Ju" 
his  fourth  book,  writing  in  these  words : — "  The  words  of  the  Scrip-  ^°ut?ht 
ture  might  be  expounded  more  easily  arid  more  plainly  without 
transubstantiation ;  but  the  church  did  choose  this  sense,  which  is 
more  hard ;  being  moved  thereunto,  as  it  seemeth,  chiefly,  because 
that  of  the  sacraments  men  ought  to  hold,  as  the  holy  church  of 
Rome  holdcth,-"  &c.    And  in  the  same  place  he  maketh  mention  of 
Innocent  III. 

Moreover,  in  the  said  council  was  established  and  ratified  the  Mar- 
wretched  and  impious  act,  compelling  priests  to  abjure  lawful  matri-  ^Su°f 
mony.    Whereupon  these  metres  or  verses  were  made  the  same  time 
against  him,  which  here  follow  underwritten,  in  English  thus  :s — 

M  Nocent,  not  innocent,  he  is  that  secketh  to  deface 
By  word  the  thing,  that  he  by  died,  hath  taught  men  to  embrace ; 
W  ho  being  now  a  bishop  old,  doth  study  to  destroy 
The  thine,  which  he,  a  young  man  once,  did  covet  to  enjoy. 
Priest  Zachary  both  had  a  wife,  and  had  a  child  also, 
By  means  of  whom,  there  did  to  him  great  praise  and  honour  grow. 
For  he  did  baptize  him,  who  waa  the  Saviour  of  mankind : 
ill  him  befal,  that  holdeth  this  new  error  in  his  mind. 
Into  the  higher  heavens,  good  Paul  was  lifted  from  below, 
And  many  secret  hidden  things,  he  lennied  there  to  know  : 
Returned  at  length  from  thence  to  us,  and  teaching  rules  of  life, 
He  said,  Let  each  man  have  his  own,  and  only  wedded  wife. 
For  this  and  other  documents,  of  them  that  learned  be, 
Much  better  and  more  comely  eke,  it  seemeth  unto  me, 
That  each  should  have  his  own  alone,  and  not  his  neighbour  s  wife, 
I<est  with  his  neighbour,  he  do  fall  in  hate  and  wrathful  strife. 
Thy  neighbour's  daughters  or  their  wives,  or  nieces  to  defile, 

is ;  therefore  beware,  do  not  thy  self  beguile. 
Have  thou  thine  own  true  wedded  wife,  delight  in  her  alway, 
With  safer  mind  that  thou  mayst  look,  to  see  the  Utter  day." 


Now  let  us  return  to  King  John  again,  and  mark  how  the  priests 
and  their  adherents  were  plagued  for  their  humble  handlings  of  his 
majesty's  will.    In  the  aforesaid  council  of  Lateran,  and  the  same 

(1)  Conrad  u»,  Urtpergenilt,  Hteronrmua,  Mariui. 
(J)  "  Nan  eat  Innocentlua,  into  nocena  ver«, 

Qui,  quod  facto  docuit,  verbo  vult  delere : 

El  quod  nlim  juvcnin  voluit  habere. 

Mono  vetua  puntifex  atudet  prohlbcre. 

Zachariaa  habuit  prolem  et  uxorcm, 

Per  vlrum  quern  penult  adeptua  bonorem  ; 

Uaptiiavit  etenim  muodi  Salratorem : 

IV real  qui  tencat  novum  nunc  errorem. 

Paulua  ere loa  rapitur  ad  tuperiorca, 

Ubi  tnultaa  didldt  re*  secretlorea; 

Ad  noa  tandem  rediem  inatruenaque  more*, 

Suaa,  lnqu.it,  habeant,  quilibet  uxorea. 

Propter  htec  et  alia  dogmata  doctorum, 

Hour  eaae  meliua  et  magi*  decorum, 

Quiaquc  auam  habeat  et  non  proxiroorum, 

Ne  incurrat  odium  »cl  iram  comm. 
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J<>)>*-   year,  was  Stephen  Langton,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  excommuni- 
ly    catcd  by  Pope  Innocent,  with  all  those  bishops,  prelates,  priests, 
1215.  barons,  and  commons,  who  had  been  of  counsel  with  him  in  the 
former  rebellion.    And  when  the  said  archbishop  had  made  instant 
suit  to  him  to  be  absolved,  anon  he  made  him  this  answer  with  great 
indignation  :  "  Brother  mine,  I  swear  by  St.  Peter,  thou  shalt  not  so 
soon  at  my  hand  obtain  the  benefit  of  absolution  :  for  why  ?  thou 
hast  not  only  done  harm  to  the  king  of  England,  but  also  thou  hast 
in  a  great  many  things  injured  the  church  of  Rome  here ;  and  there- 
fore thou  shalt  tarry  my  leisure."    The  archbishop  was  also  at  that 
Stephen  time  suspended  out  of  the  church,  and  commanded  to  say  no  mass  at 
^.gton  all,  neither  yet  to  exercise  any  other  ecclesiastical  office ;  because  he 
pended.   wou]j  not^  at  i[me  convenient,  execute  the  pope's  curse  upon  the 
rebellious  barons.    With  them  the  said  pope  had  been  so  deeply 
offended  and  angered  a  little  before,  that  the  great  charter  of  the 
liberties  of  England,  with  gTeat  indignation  and  countenance  most 
terrible,  he  rent  and  destroyed,  by  sentence  definitive,  condemning  it 
for  ever ;  and,  by  and  by  thereupon,  cursed  all  the  other  rebels,  with 
book,  bell,  and  candle.    The  greater  captains  of  them,  with  the 
citizens  of  London,  for  that  assay  were  pronounced  excommunicate 
by  name,  and  remained  still  interdicted.    They  appealed  then  to  the 
council  general. 

Appeal       In  the  same  year,  a.d.  1215,  were  those  great  men  also  summoned 
general    to  appear  at  Rome  in  that  general  synod,  who  would  not  consent 
council.  tG  their  king's  expidsion,  nor  yet  tyrannical  deposing.    Though  they 
were  called,  they  said,  thereunto  by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
others,  and  required  by  oath  to  subscril>e  unto  the  same,  yet  could 
they  not  of  their  conscience  do  it,  because  he  bad  humbled  himself, 
and  also  granted  to  keep  peace  with  all  men.    Thus  was  the  whole 
realm  miserably  then  divided  into  two  factions,  through  the  malice  of 
the  clergy,  so  that  strifes  increased  in  the  land  every  where  ;  yet  were 
there  of  the  lords  and  gentlemen  a  great  number  at  that  time,  who 
cord  te"  ^°^owe^  *ue  king  and  allowed  his  doings.1    But  they  who  were  on 
"w«n  the  the  other  side,  not  a  little  suspecting  the  state  that  they  were  in,  fled 
andthe   speedily  to  the  French  king,  Philip,  desiring  him  that  he  would  grant 
them  his  eldest  son  Louis,  and  they  would  elect  him,  to  be  their  king, 
and  tliat  without  much  tarriancc.    They  besought  him,  moreover, 
that  he  would  send  with  him  a  strong  and  mighty  power,  such  as 
were  able  to  sulxluc  him  utterly,  that  they  might,  they  said,  be 
delivered  from  such  a  wicked  tyrant.   Such  was  the  report  that  those 
most  wicked  papists  gave  their  christian  governor,  appointed  over  them 
by  God,  whom  they  ought  to  have  obeyed,  thougn  he  had  been  evil, 
even  for  very  conscience'  sake.  [Rom.  xiii.  7  ]   And  as  certain  of  the 
lords  and  barons  were  busy  to  choose  the  said  Louis  for  their 
Guujo,    king,  the  pope  sent  thither  one  Gualo,  the  cardinal  of  St.  Martin,  to 
SJnHnto  stay  those  rash  and  cruel  attempts ;  charging  the  French  king,  upon 
England,  jj^  allegiance,  that  he,  with  all  power  possible,  should  favour,  maintain, 

(1 ,  S'nwr,  speaking  of  these  timet,  confirms  the  •rrount  which  our  author  fires  of  these  internal 
commotions  which  unhappily  prevailed  in  Kngland.  but  especially  of  the  revolting  assaults  to 
which  the  Jews  were  subjected,  so  frequently  referred  to  by  our  author.  "  I  read,  that  in  the  year 
1215,  the  sixteerfth  of  King  John,  the  barott*  entering  the  city  by  Ealdgate  (Aldgate),  first  took 
assurance  of  the  citizens:  then  brake  into  the  Jews'  houses,  searched  their  coffers  to  fill  their  owr. 
purses;  and  after,  with  great  diligence,  repaiict  the  walls  and  gates  of  the  city,  with  atones  taken 
from  the  Jcwa-  broken  hou»cs."-8ee  Slowe  s  Hist,  of  Ixmd.  p.  7. -to 
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and  defend  King  John  of  England,  his  fcudary  or  tenant.  The  French 
king  thereto  made  answer,  as  one  not  content  with  that  arrogant  A  ^ 
precept :  "  The  realm  of  England,"  said  he,  "  was  never  yet  any  1215. 
part  of  St.  Peter  s  patrimony,  neither  is  it  now,  nor  yet,  at  any  time, 
shall  be  hereafter."   Thus  spake  he,  for  tliat  he  was  in  hope  to  obtain 
it  for  his  son,  by  treason  of  the  barons. 

"  No  prince  or  potentate,"  said  Philip,  the  French  king,  "  may  The 
pledge  or  give  away  his  kingdom,  which  is  (beside  the  realm)  the  £™c»nd 
government  of  his  whole  commonwealth,  without  the  lawful  consent 
of  his  barons,  who  are  bound  to  defend  the  same.    If  the  pope  shall  about 
introduce  or  set  up  such  a  precedent  in  Christianity,  he  shall,  at  his  tng,and- 
pleasure,  bring  all  christian  kings  and  their  kingdoms  to  nought.  1 
like  not  this  example  in  these  days  begun.    I  cannot  therefore  allow 
this  act  of  King  John  of  England :  though  he  be  my  utter  adversary, 
yet  I  much  lament  that  he  hath  so  endamaged  his  realm,  and  hath 
brought  that  noble  ground,  and  queen  of  provinces,  under  miserable 
tribute."    The  chief  lords  and  men  of  his  nobility  standing  by,  when 
he  uttered  these  words,  being,  as  it  were,  in  a  fury,  cried  with  one 
voice,  "  By  the  blood  of  God,  by  which  we  trust  to  be  saved,  we  will 
stick  to  this  article  to  the  losing  of  our  heads.    Let  the  king  of 
England  do  therein  what  him  likcth  :  no  king  may  put  his  land  under 
tribute,  and  so  make  his  nobility  captive  servants."    With  that  came 
in  Louis,  the  king's  eldest  son,  and  said  unto  them  all  there  present, 
"  I  beseech  you,  hinder  not  my  purposed  journey  :  the  barons  of 
England  have  elected  me  for  their  lord  and  king,  and  I  will  not  surely 
lose  my  right,  but  I  will  fight  for  it  even  to  the  very  death,  yea,  so 
long  as  heart  shall  stir  within  my  breast ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  I  shall 
well  obtain  it,  for  I  have  friends  among  them."   His  father,  the  king, 
stood  still  as  if  he  had  been  in  a  dump,  and  answered  never  a  word, 
but  fared  as  though  he  had  dissembled  the  matter.    Belike  he  mis- 
trusted something  therein,  as  he  might  well  enough  ;  for  all  was  pro- 
cured by  the  priests,  that  thev  might  live  licentiously,  in  all  wealth, 
and  in  freedom  from  the  king  s  yoke. 

About  the  same  time,  were  such  treasons  and  conspiracies  wrought  Pwi.tc. 
by  the  bishops,  priests,  and  monks,  throughout  all  the  realm,  that  the 
kinjj  knew  not  where  to  eo,  or  find  trusty  friends ;  he  was  then  com-  co" . 
pelled,  by  the  uncertainty  of  his  subjects,  to  travel  from  place  to  «**in»t 
place,  but  not  without  a  great  army  of  men,  looking,  every  day,  when  the  klng* 
his  barons  and  their  confederates  would  cruelly  set  upon  him.  At 
last  he  came  to  Dover,  and  there  looked  for  aid  from  other  quarters, 
which  loved  him  better  than  did  his  own  people.    And  thither 
resorted  to  him  from  Flanders,  Brabant,  and  Holland,  on  one  side, 
and  from  Guienne,  Gascony,  and  Poictiers,  on  the  other  side,  and 
from  other  countries  besides,  a  wonderful  number  of  men.  The 
report  then  went,  that  the  pope  had  written  unto  those  countries 
mightily  to  assist  him,  for  divers  considerations  :  one  was,  for  that 
King  John  had  both  submitted  himself  and  his  dominions,  to  his  protec- 
tion ;  another  was,  because  he  had  taken  upon  him,  a  little  before,  the 
livery  of  the  Cross,  to  win  again  Jerusalem  ;  the  third  was,  because 
the  pope  had  gotten  by  him  the  dominion  of  England  and  Ireland, 
and  feared  to  lose  both,  if  he  should  chance  to  decay.    For  the 
space  of  three  months  the  king  remained  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  abroad 
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in  the  air,  to  (juiet  himself,  for  a  time,  from  all  manner  of  tumults, 
I)   and  led  there  a  solitary  life  among  rivers  and  watermen,  rather  covet- 
1216.  ing  to  die  than  to  live,  being  so  traitorously  handled  of  his  bishops 
"  and  barons,  and  not  knowing  how  to  be  justly  avenged  of  them. 
Upon  the  Purification  day  of  our  Lady,  therefore,  he  took  upon  him 
the  Cross,  or  voyage  against  the  Turks,  for  recovery  of  Jerusalem ; 
moved  thereto  rather  for  the  doubts  which  he  had  of  his  people,  than 
for  any  other  devotion  else.    And  thus  he  said  to  his  familiar  ser- 
vants :  "  Since  I  submitted  myself  and  my  lands,  England  and  Ire- 
land, to  the  church  of  Rome  (sorrow  come  to  it !)  never  a  thing  hath 
prospered  with  me,  but  all  hath  gone  against  me." 

In  the  next  year,  a.d.  1216,  was  Simon  Langton  chosen  arch- 
bishop of  York;  but  that  election  soon  after  was  dissolved;  for 
information  was  given  to  the  pope,  that  the  said  Simon  was  brother 
to  Stephen  Langton,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  had  been  the 
occasion  of  all  the  tumults  which  were  at  that  time  in  England.  The 
pope  had  the  more  hate  unto  him,  for  that  he  had  brought  him  up 
from  nought,  and  did  find  him,  at  that  time,  so  stubborn ;  wherefore 
he  placed  in  his  brothers  place  Walter  Gray,  the  bishop  of  Win- 
chester. 

ouaIo,       In  the  same  year  Gualo,  the  pope's  legate,  renewed  his  great  curse 
h^fft**  ttPOP  Louis,  the  French  king's  son,  for  usurping  upon  King  John; 
the^at  likewise  upon  Simon  Langton,  and  Gervais  Hobruge,  for  provoking 
cume      him  to  the  same,  and  that  with  a  wonderful  solemnity ;  for  in  doing 
French    that,  he  made  all  the  bells  to  be  rung,  the  candles  to  be  lighted,  the 
doors  to  be  opened,  and  the  book  of  excommunications  or  interdic- 
tions publicly  to  be  read,  committing  them  wholly  to  the  devil,  for 
their  contumacy  and  contempt.    He  also  commanded  the  bishops  and 
curates  to  publish  it  abroad  over  all  the  whole  realm,  to  the  terror  of 
all  his  subjects.    The  said  Simon  and  Gervais  laughed  him  to  scorn, 
and  derided  much  his  doings  in  that  l>chalf,  saying,  that  for  the  just 
title  of  Louis,  they  had  appealed  to  the  general  council  at  Rome.' 

The  magistrates  and  citizens  of  London  did,  likewise,  vilipend  and 
disdainfully  mock  all  that  the  pope  had  there  commanded  and  done ; 
and,  in  spite  both  of  him  and  his  legate,  they  kept  company  with 
them  that  were  excommunicated,  both  at  table  and  at  church ;  showing 
themselves,  thereby,  as  open  contemners  both  of  him  and  his  laws. 
Louis,  at  London,  taking  himself  for  king,  constituted  Simon  Langton 
for  his  high  chancellor,  and  Gervais  Hobruge  for  his  chief  preacher ; 
by  whose  daily  preachings  (as  well  the  barons  as  the  citizens  them- 
selves being  excommunicated)  he  caused  all  the  church  doors  to  be 
opened,  and  the  service  to  be  sung,  and  the  said  Louis  was  in  all 
points  fit  for  their  hands.    About  this  time  Pandulph,  the  cardinal, 
the  po'p«'»  was  collecting  the  Peter-pence,  that  old  pillage  of  tne  pope,  taking 
midetor'  great  pains  therein ;  and  for  his  great  labours  in  those  affairs  of  holy 
NorXf  cnurcu\       ror  °thcr  grat  miracles  besides,  he  was  then  made  bishop 
of  Norwich,  to  the  augmenting  of  his  dignity  and  expenses. 

It  chanced,  about  this  time,  that  the  viscount  of  Melun,  a  very 
noble  man  of  the  realm  of  France,  who  came  thither  with  Prince 
Louis,  fell  deadly  sick  in  London,  and  being  moved,  in  conscience,  to 

(1)  Radulphtu  NiBer,  cap.  43,  44. 
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call  certain  of  the  English  barons  unto  him,  such  as  were  there  *■» 
appointed  to  the  custody  of  that  city,  said  unto  them :  "  I  lament  "aTdT 
your  sorrowful  case,  and  pity,  with  my  heart,  the  destruction  that  is  121& 
coming  towards  you  and  your  country.1   The  dangerous  snares,  which  n«  gnu 
are  prepared  for  your  utter  confusion,  are  hidden  from  vou ;  you  do  ^^ot 
not  behold  them  ;  but  take  you  heed  of  them  in  time.   IPrince  Louis  ood  for 
hath  sworn  a  great  oath,  and  sixteen  of  his  earls  and  noblemen  arc  of  tfEng.p 
counsel  with  him,  that,  if  he  obtain  the  crown  of  England,  he  will  ■zai- 
banish  all  them  from  service,  and  deprive  them  of  lands  and  goods, 
as  many  as  he  iindeth  now  to  go  against  their  liege  king,  and  arc 
traitors  to  his  noble  person.    And,  because  you  shall  not  take  this 
tale  for  a  fable,  I  assure  you  on  my  faith,  lying  now  at  the  mercy  of 
God,  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  were  sworn  to  the  same.    I  have 
great  conscience  thereof,  and,  therefore,  I  give  you  this  warning.  I 
pity  poor  England,  which  hath  been  so  noble  a  region,  that  now  it  is 
come  to  such  extreme  misery And  when  he,  with  tears,  had  lamented 
it  a  space,  he  turned  again  unto  them  and  said :  "  My  friends,  I 
counsel  you  earnestly  to  look  to  yourselves,  and  to  provide  the  remedy 
in  time,  lest  it  come  upon  you  unawares :  your  king  for  a  season  hath 
kept  you  under,  but  if  Louis  prevail,  he  will  deprive  you  of  all ;  of 
two  extreme  evils,  choose  the  more  easy,  and  keep  that  secret  which  I 
have  told  you  of  good  will."    With  that  he  gave  over,  and  departed 
this  life. 

When  this  was  once  noised  among  the  barons,  they  were  in  great  Perpim- 
heaviness,  for  they  saw  themselves  entrapped  every  way,  and  to  be  in  {fama 
exceeding  great  danger.    And  this  daily  augmented  that  fear  which  gjjjj^ 
then  came  upon  them ;  they  were  extremely  hated  of  the  pope  and 
his  legates,  and  every  week,  came  upon  them  new  excommunications. 
Daily  detriments  they  had  besides  in  their  possessions  and  goods,  in 
their  lands  and  houses,  corn  and  cattle,  wives  and  children,  so  that 
some  of  them  were  driven  to  such  need,  that  they  were  enforced  to 
seek  preys  and  booties  for  sustaining  their  miserable  lives.    For  look, 
whatsoever  Prince  Louis  obtained  by  his  wars,  either  territories  or 
castles,  he  gave  them  all  to  his  Frenchmen,  in  spite  of  their  heads, 
and  said  that  they  were  but  traitors,  like  as  they  had  warning  before ; 
and  this  grieved  them  worst  of  all.  At  last,  perceiving  that  in  seeking 
to  avoid  one  mischief,  they  were  ready  to  fall  into  another  much 
worse,  they  began  to  lay  their  heads  together,  consenting  to  submit 
themselves  wholly,  with  all  humility,  unto  the  mercy  of  their  late 
sovereign  and  natural  liege  lord,  King  John  ;  and,  as  they  were  some- 
what in  doubt  of  their  lives  for  the  treason  before  committed,  many 
of  the  friends  of  those  who  were  of  most  credit  with  him,  made  suit 
for  them;  so  that  a  great  number  of  them  were  pardoned,  after 
instant  and  great  suit  made  for  them.    I  here  omit  his  recovery  of 
Rochester  castle  and  city,  with  many  other  dangerous  adventures 

rnst  the  aforesaid  Louis,  both  at  London,  York,  Lincoln,  Win- 
ter, Norwich,  and  other  places,  as  things  not  pertaining  to  my 
purpose.    And  now  I  return  to  my  matter  again. 

Into  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  he  consequently  journeyed,  with  a  very 
strong  army  of  men,  and  there,  with  great  mischief,  he  afflicted  them, 
because  they  had  given  place  and  were  sworn  to  his  enemies.  After 


(1)  lUtth.  Pari. ;  RaduL  Nifcr,  cap.  *7 
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/«*«.  that,  he  destroyed  the  abbeys  of  Peterborough  and  Crowland,  for  the 
^  p  great  treasons  which  they  also  had  wrought  against  him ;  and  so  he 
1216.  departed  from  thence  into  Lincolnshire. 

In  this  year,  a.d.  1216,  about  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  died 
Pope  Innocent  III.,'  and  was  buried  in  a  city  called  Perugia,  in  Italy  ; 
whither  he  had  travelled  to  make  a  peace  between  the  Genoese  and 
Pisans,  for  his  own  commodity  and  advantage.  After  him,  anon, 
succeeded  one  Centius,  otherwise  called  Honorius  III.,  a  man  of 
very  great  age ;  yet  lived  he,  in  the  papacv,  ten  years  and  a  half, 
and  more.  When  this  was  once  known  in  England,  all  those  greatly 
rejoiced  who  were  King  John's  enemies,  especially  the  priests ;  yet 
had  they  small  cause,  as  will  appear  hcrealter.  They  noised  it  all 
the  realm  over,  that  this  new  pope  would  set  up  a  new  order,  and  not 
rule  all  tilings  as  the  other  pope  did  ;  thinking,  thereby,  that  he  would 
have  done  all  things  to  their  commodity,  but  they  found  it  otherwise. 
For  he  made  all  those  who  were  excommunicated,  pay  double  and 
treble,  ere  they  could  be  restored  again  to  their  former  livings. 
King  And,  in  the  self-same  year,  as  King  John  was  come  to  Swinstcad 
Phoned  abbey,  not  far  from  Lincoln,  he  rested  there  two  days ;  where,  as 
monk.  most  WTitere  testify,  he  was  most  traitorously  poisoned  by  a  monk  of 
that  abbey,  of  the  sect  of  the  Cistercians,  or  St.  Bernard's  brethren, 
called  Simon  of  Swinstead.  As  concerning  the  noble  personage  of 
this  prince,  this  witness  giveth  Roger  Hovedcn  thereon :  "  Doubt- 
less, saith  he,  "  King  John  was  a  mighty  prince,  but  not  so  fortunate 
as  many  were ;  not  altogether  unlike  to  Marius,  the  noble  Roman, 
he  tasted  of  fortune  both  ways ;  bountiful  in  mercy ;  in  wars  sometime 
he  won,  sometime  again  he  lost."  "  He  was  also  very  bounteous 
and  libera]  unto  strangers,  but  of  his  own  people,  for  their  daily 
treason's  sake,  he  was  a  great  oppressor,  so  that  ne  trusted  more  to 
foreigners  than  to  them."1 

Among  other  divers  and  sundry  conditions  belonging  to  this  king, 
one  there  was,  which  is  not  in  him  to  be  reprehended,  but  commended 
rather ;  for  that,  being  far  from  the  superstition  which  kings  at  that 
time  were  commonly  subject  to,  he  regarded  not  the  popish  mass,  as 
in  certain  chronicles  writing  of  him  may  be  collected ;  for  this  I  find 
testified  of  him  by  Matthew  Paris :  that  the  king,  once  upon  a  time, 
in  his  hunting,  coming  where  a  very  fat  stag  was  cut  up  and  opened 
King      (or  how  the  hunters  term  it,  I  cannot  tell),  the  king  beholding  the 
r^iPth e  witness  and  the  liking  of  the  stag :  "  See,"  saith  he,  "  how  easily  and 
the  maw.  nappi]y  ne  natn  lived,  and  yet  for  all  that,  he  never  heard  any  mass." 

It  is  recorded  and  found  in  the  chronicle  of  William  Caxton, 
called  "  Fructus  temporum,"  and  in  the  seventh  book,  that  the 
aforesaid  monk  Simon,  being  much  offended  with  certain  talk  that  the 
king  had  at  his  table,  concerning  Louis,  the  French  king's  son,  who 
then  had  entered  and  usurped  upon  him,  did  cast,  in  his  wicked  heart, 
how  he  most  speedily  might  bring  him  to  his  end.    And,  first  of  all, 
he  counselled  with  his  abbot,  showing  him  the  whole  matter,  and 
Wo  be  to  what  he  was  minded  to  do.    He  alleged  for  himself  the  prophecy  of 
e»i"Jroou  Ca^phas  (John  xi.),  saying,  "  It  is  better  that  one  man  die,  thnn 
evd.  and  all  the  people  should  perish."    "  I  am  well  contented,"  saith  he, 
•trii  good.  ||  to  jogc  my       an(j  w  become  a  martyr,  that  I  may  utterly  destroy 

(1>E*. 
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this  tyrant.""    With  that  the  abbot  did  weep  for  gladness,  and  much 
commended  his  fervent  zeal,  as  he  took  it.    The  monk,  then,  being  a.dT 
absolved  beforehand  of  his  abbot  for  doing  this  act,  went  secretly  1216. 
into  the  backside  of  the  garden,  and  finding  there  a  most  venomous  gimon 
toad,  he  so  pricked  him  and  pressed  him,  with  his  penknife,  that  he  ^u™™k 
made  him  vomit  all  the  poison  that  was  within  hiro.    This  done,  he  by  h» 
conveyed  it  into  a  cup  of  wine,  and  with  a  smiling  and  flattering  ntktdmg 
countenance,  he  said  thus  to  the  king :  "  If  it  shall  like  your  princely  **• kln* 
majesty,  here  is  such  a  cup  of  wine  as  ye  never  drank  better  before, 
in  all  your  lifetime ;  I  trust  this  wassail  shall  make  all  England 
glad  ;*  and,  with  that,  he  drank  a  great  draught  thereof,  the  king 
pledging  him.    The  monk  anon  after  went  to  the  farmary,  and  there  Di<*h  of 
died,  his  entrails  gushing  out  of  his  body,  and  had  coutinually  from 
thenceforth  three  monks  to  sing  mass  for  his  soul,  confirmed  by  their 
general  chapter.    What  became,  after  that,  of  King  John,  ye  shall 
know  right  well  in  the  process  following.    I  would  ye  did  mark  well 
the  wholesome  proceedings  of  these  holy  votaries,  how  virtuously  they 
obey  their  king,  whom  God  hath  appointed,  and  how  religiously  they 
bestow  their  confessions,  absolutions,  and  masses. 

The  king,  within  a  short  space  after,  feeling  great  grief  in  his  body, 
asked  for  Simon,  the  monk ;  and  answer  was  made  that  he  was 
departed  this  life.    w  Then  God  have  mercy  upon  me,"  said  he,  "  I 
suspected  as  much,  after  he  had  said  that  all  England  should  thereof 
be  glad ;  he  meant,  now  I  perceive,  those  of  his  own  generation." 
With  that  he  commanded  his  chariot  to  be  prepared,  for  he  was  not 
able  to  ride.    So  went  he  from  thence  to  Sleaford  castle,  and  from  Death  of 
thence  to  Newark-on-Trcnt,  and  there,  within  less  than  three  days,  f™£ 
he  died.    Upon  his  death-bed  he  much  repented  his  former  life,  and 
forgave  all  them,  with  a  pitiful  heart,  that  had  done  him  injury ; 
desiring  that  his  eld  er  son,  Henry,  might  be  admonished  by  his  a  prince 
example,  and  leam  by  his  misfortunes  to  be  natural,  favourable,  JjJ^ 
gentle,  and  loving  to  his  native  people.     When  his  body  wast°n>» 
embalmed  and  spiced,  as  the  manner  is  of  kings,  his  bowels  or  *ubiecU- 
entrails  were  buried  at  Croxton  abbey,  which  was  held  by  the  sect 
of  Prcmonstratenses,  or  canons  of  St.  Norbert.    His  hired  soldiers,  King 
both  Englishmen  and  strangers,  were  still  about  him,  and  followed  ^'Vned 
his  corpse  triumphantly  in  their  armour,  till  they  came  to  the  cathedral  J^Jr" 
church  of  Worcester,  and  there  honourably  was  he  buried  by  Silvester, 
the  bishop,  betwixt  St.  Oswald  and  St.  W  olstan,  two  bishops  of  that 
church.    He  died  a.d.  1216,  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  after 
he  had  reigned  in  such  calamity,  by  the  subtile  contrivance  of  his 
clergy,  eighteen  years  and  six  months  and  odd  days.    Now,  as  soon 
as  King  John  was  dead  and  buried  (as  is  said  before),  the  princes, 
lords,  and  barons,  as  many  as  were  of  his  part,  as  well  of  strangers  as 
of  them  that  were  born  here,  by  counsel  ot  the  legate  Gualo,  gathered 
themselves  together,  and  all  with  one  consent  proclaimed  Henry,  his 
son,  for  their  king.    Of  him  more  shall  follow  (the  Lord  willing) 
hereafter. 

Many  opinions  are  among  the  chroniclers  of  the  death  of  Kingcomr*- 
John.    Some  of  them  do  write  that  he  died  of  sorrow  and  heaviness  ^°ont 
of  heart,  as  Polydorc ;  some  of  surfeiting  in  the  night,  as  Radulphus  [J*p^" 
Niger;  some  of  a  bloody  flux,  as  Roger  Hoveden;  some  of  a  end. 
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jokn.  burning  ague,  some  of  a  cold  sweat,  some  of  eating  apples,  some  of 
j^jj   eating  pears,  some  of  plums,  &c. 

1216.      Thus  you  see  what  variety  is  among  the  writers  concerning  the 

 death  of  this  King  John.    Of  which  writers,  although  the  most  agree 

in  this,  that  he  was  poisoned  by  the  monk  above  named,  yet  Matthew 
Paris,1  something  differing  from  the  others,  writeth  thus  concerning 
his  death :  that  he,  going  from  Lynn  to  Lincolnshire,  and  there  hearing 
of  the  loss  of  his  carriage  and  of  his  treasures  upon  the  washes,  gave 
way  to  great  heaviness  of  mind,  insomuch  that  he  fell  thereby  into  a 
fervent  fever,  being  at  the  abbey  of  Swinstead.  This  ague  he  also 
increased,  through  evil  surfeiting  and  naughty  diet,  by  eating  peaches 
and  drinking  new  ciscr,  or,  as  we  call  it,  cider.  Thus,  being  sick,  he 
was  carried  from  thence  to  the  castle  of  Sleaford,  and  from  thence  to 
the  castle  of  Newark ;  where,  calling  for  Henry,  his  son,  he  gave  to 
him  the  succession  of  his  crown  and  kingdom,  writing  to  all  his 
lords  and  nobles  to  receive  him  for  their  king.  Shortly  after, 
upon  St.  Lucy's  even,  he  departed  this  life,  and  was  buried  at 
Worcester. 

Another  In  Gisbum  I  find  otherwise,  who,  dissenting  from  others,  saith, 
on^ng  uc  wa3  poisoned  with  a  dish  of  pears,  which  the  monk  had 

death"  prepared  *or  tne  king*  therewith  to  poison  him ;  who,  asking  the  king 
whether  he  would  taste  of  his  fruit,  and  being  bid  to  bring  them  in, 
according  to  the  king's  bidding,  so  he  did.  At  the  bringing  in 
whereof  (saith  the  story)  the  precious  stones  about  the  king  began  to 
sweat ;  insomuch  that  the  king  misdoubting  some  poison,  demanded, 
of  the  monk,  what  he  had  brought.  He  said,  of  his  fruit,  and  that 
very  good ;  the  best  that  ever  he  did  taste.  "  Eat,"  said  the  king. 
And  he  took  one  of  the  pears,  which  he  did  know,  and  did  eat.  Also, 
l>cing  bid  to  take  another,  he  did  cat  that  likewise,  savourily,  and  so 
likewise  the  third.  Then  the  king,  refraining  no  longer,  took  one  of 
the  poisoned  pears,  and  was  therewith  poisoned,  as  is  before  narrated.3 
Thcfirtt  In  the  reign  of  this  King  John,  the  citizens  of  London  first 
HEa*  obtained  of  the  king  to  choose  yearly  a  mayor.  In  this  reign  also 
the  bridge  of  London  was  first  buildod  of  stone,  which  before  was  of 
wood.1 


HENRY  THE  THIRD.4 


A.D.  After  King  John  had  reigned,  as  some  say,  seventeen  years,  or 
1216.  ag  others  say,  though  falsely,  nineteen  years,  he  was,  as  is  above 
stated,  poisoned,  and  died.  This  king  left  behind  him  four  sons  and 
three  daughters ;  the  first,  Henry ;  the  second,  Richard,  who  was  earl 
of  Cornwall;  the  third,  William  of  Valentia;  the  fourth,  Guido 
Disenaie :  he  had  also  another  son,  who  afterwards  was  made  bishop. 
Of  his  daughters,  the  first  was  Isabella,  married  afterward  to  Frederic, 
the  emperor;  the  second,  named  Elenor,  was  married  to  William, 
earl  marshal;  the  third,  to  Mountfort,  the  carl  of  Leicester,  &c. 
Another  story  saith,  that  he  had  but  two  daughters,  Isabella  and 

(I)  Matth.  PvU.  in  ViU  Johaanit  Refit.      (I)  Ex  HJ»t.  Gualt.  Oisburo.      (3)  RmUL 
(4)  Edition  IJ«3,p.7J.    Ed.  ISM,  p.  JS7.    Ed.  liM,  p.  23*.    Ed,  16M,  voU.  p.  WO.-Ed 
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Elenor,  or,  as  another  calleth  her,  Joan,  who  was  afterwards  queen  of  b™? 


Scotland 

This  King  John  being  deceased,  who  had  many  enemies  both  of  A.  D. 
earls  and  barons,  and  especially  of  the  popish  clergy,  Henry,  the  121G- 
eldest  son,  was  then  of  the  age  of  nine  years,  at  which  time,  most  of 
the  lords  of  England,  did  adhere  to  Ludovic,  or  Louis,  the  French 
king's  son,  whom  they  had  sent  for  before,  in  displeasure  of  King 
John,  to  be  their  king,  and  had  sworn  to  him  their  allegiance.  Then 
William,  earl  Marshal,  a  nobleman,  and  of  great  authority,  and  a 
grave  and  sound  counsellor,  friendly  and  quietly  called  unto  him 
divers  earls  and  barons,  and  taking  this  Henry,  the  young  prince, 
son  of  King  John,  setteth  him  before  them,  using  these  words : 
"  Behold,*"  saith  he,  "  right  honourable  and  well-beloved,  although  saying 
we  have  persecuted  the  father  of  this  young  prince2  for  his  evil  SS^SL. 
demeanour,  and  worthily ;  yet  this  young  child,  whom  here  ye  see 
before  you,  as  he  is  in  years  tender,  so  is  he  pure  and  innocent  from 
these  his  fathers  doings :  wherefore,  inasmuch  as -every  man  is  charged 
only  with  the  burden  of  his  own  works  and  transgressions,  neither 
shall  the  child,  as  the  scripture  teachcth  us,  bear  the  iniquity  of  his 
father;  we  ought,  therefore,  of  duty  and  conscience,  to  pardon  this 
young  and  tender  prince,  and  take  compassion  of  his  age,  as  ye  see. 
And  now,  forasmuch  as  he  is  the  king  s  natural  and  eldest  son,  and 
must  be  our  sovereign  and  king,  and  successor  of* this  kingdom,  come, 
and  let  us  appoint  him  our  king  and  governor,  and  let  us  remove 
from  us  this  Louis,  the  French  king's  son,  and  suppress  his  people, 
which  is  a  confusion  and  a  shame  to  our  nation ;  and  the  yoke  of  our 
servitude  let  us  cast  off  from  our  shoulders.""  To  these  words  sj>ake 
and  answered  the  earl  of  Gloucester :  "  And  by  what  reason  or  right,1'' 
said  he,  "  can  we  so  do,  seeing  we  have  called  him  hither,  and  have 
sworn  to  him  our  fealty  P" 

Whereunto  the  earl  Marshal  inferred  again,  and  said :  "  Good . 
right  and  reason  we  have,  and  ought  of  duty  to  do  no  less ;  for  that 
he,  contrary  to  our  mind  and  calling,  hath  abused  our  affiance  and 
fealties.  Truth  it  is  we  called  him,  and  meant  to  prefer  him  to  be 
our  chieftain  and  governor ;  but  he,  oftsoons,  surprised  in  pride,  hath 
contemned  and  despised  us :  and,  if  we  shall  so  surfer  him,  he  will 
subvert  and  overthrow  both  us  and  our  nation,  and  so  shall  we  remain 
a  .spectacle  of  shame  to  all  men,  and  be  as  outcasts  to  all  the  world.'" 

At  these  words  all  they,  as  inspired  from  above,  cried  all  together 
with  one  voice,  "  Be  it  so,  he  shall  be  our  king."    And  so  the  day 
was  appointed  for  his  coronation,  which  was  the  day  of  Simon  and 
Judc.    This  coronation,  a.d.  1216,  was  kept,  not  at  Westminster,  Kin* 
forasmuch  as  Westminster  at  that  time  was  holden  of  the  French-  "I^nTy 
men,  but  at  Gloucester,  the  safest  place,  as  was  thought,  at  that  time  crowned, 
in  the  realm,'  by  Gualo,  the  pope's  legate,  through  counsel  of  all  the 
lords  and  barons  that  held  with  his  tether,  King  John ;  to  wit,  the 
bishop  of  Winchester,  the  bishop  of  Bath,  the  bishop  of  Chester, 
and  the  bishop  of  Worcester;  the  Earl  Radulpb,  of  Chester;  William, 
earl  Marshal ;  William,  earl  of  Pembroke ;  William  Trcn,  earl  of 

(1)  Ex  Chronko  Tetutto  AnpUie. 

(2)  Truly  Mid.  that  you  persecuted  him,  for  persecutor*  ye  were  of  a  true  man,  and 
natural  king.    But  well  might  England  cry  out  upon  your  blind  guidet  and  tetters  on. 

(3)  Ex  Chron.  ~ 
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ITi7iy  Ferers;  William  de  Brewer;  Serlc,  or  Samarikc  de  Mai,  baron.  These 

 '. —  were  at  the  crowning  of  the  king  at  Gloucester.    Many  other  lords 

A.  D.  ami  barons  there  were,  who,  as  yet,  held  with  Louis,  the  French 
121fi"  king's  son,  to  whom  they  had  done  their  homage  before.  •'For 
this  cause  only,  and  not  by  testament,  was  King  John  buried  at 
Worcester ;  because  that  place  of  the  realm,  in  those  days,  appeared 
most  sure  and  safe,  where  they,  who  were  friends  to  the  crown, 
might  best  deliberate  with  themselves  what  was  best  to  be  done 
in  that  matter.  So  went  they  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Glou- 
cester, with  William  Marshal,  earl  of  the  same,  and  there  was  he 
anointed  and  crowned  king,  by  the  legate  Gualo,  assisted  by  Peter, 
bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Jocelin,  the  bishop  of  Bath,  with  others 
who  were  then  in  the  realm,  and  called  Henry  III.;  and  this 
was  done  on  the  feastful  day  of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Judc.  The  court 
of  Rome,  at  that  time,  not  being  too  slack  in  these  affairs,  sent  hither 
with  all  speed,  commanding  them  that  they  should  mightily  stand  by 
the  voting  king,  then  being  not  fully  ten  years  of  age,  and  to  defend 
England  with  armour,  and  his  thundering  curses,  as  holy  church's 
patrimony,  against  Louis  and  his  accomplices;  and  then  the  flew  pope, 
Honorius  III.,  not  only  confirmed  his  legate  Gualo,  but  also  com- 
mitted to  his  discretion  all  that  appertained  to  that  office  of  his,  no 
appellations  to  the  contrary  admitted.  The  legate,  being  emboldened 
by  this  authority,  compelled  the  prelates  of  England  to  be  sworn 
true  to  the  young  king ;  and  those  that  refused  to  take  the  oath,  to 
be  punished  very  sore.  And  Peter,  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  was  not 
at  all  behind  in  that  commission  for  his  part,  but  brought  a  grievous 
tallage  upon  the  beneficed  men  and  priests  of  his  diocese,  to  help  the 
king  in  his  wars  against  Louis ;  which  was  not  at  all  amiss.  Such  as 
were  great  beneficed  priests,  and  might  well  pay,  the  said  Gualo 
reserved  to  his  own  authority,  and,  for  great  sums  of  money,  at  the 
latter,  dispensed  with  them.  Some  there  were  obstinate  and  froward, 
whom  he  degraded ;  some  he  excommunicated,  and  sent  to  Rome  for 
their  absolutions;  not  leaving  one  priest  unpunished,  who  had  taken 
part  with  Louis,  having,  every  where,  his  searchers  and  spies  to  find 
them  out.* 

Immediately  after  the  crowning  of  this  king,  he  held  a  council  at 
Bristol,  at  St.  Martin's  feast ;  where  were  assembled  eleven  bishops 
of  England  and  Wales,  with  divers  earls,  barons,  and  knights  of 
England,  all  of  whom  did  swear  fealty  to  the  king.  After  homage 
thus  done  to  the  king,  the  legate  Gualo  interdicted  Wales,  because 
they  held  with  the  aforesaid  Louis ;  and  also  the  barons  and  all 
others,  as  many  as  gave  help  or  counsel  to  Louis ;  or  any  others 
that  moved  or  stirred  any  war  against  King  Henry,  the  new  king, 
he  accursed  them.  All  which  notwithstanding,  the  said  Louis  did 
not  cease,  but  first  laid  siege  to  the  castle  of  Dover  fifteen  days, 
lierkhwn  When  he  could  not  prevail  there,  he  took  the  castle  of  Bcrkham- 
stead,  and  also  the  castle  of  Hertford,  doinij  much  harm  in  the 
uken  by  counties,  by  spoiling  and  robbing  the  people,  where  he  went:  by 
LouU'  reason  whereof,  the  lords  and  commons,  who  held  with  the  king, 
assembled  themselves  together  to  drive  Louis  and  his  men  out  of 
the  land.   But  some  of  the  barons,  with  the  Frenchmen,  in  the  mean 

(I)  Thi.  paragraph  Ufroin  tlie  EU.tlLiiof  IMJ  p.  69,  •  I.  v.-Eo. 
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season  went  to  Lincoln  and  took  the  city,  and  held  it  for  the  use  Henry 
of  Louis.    This  being  known,  eftsoons  a*  great  power  on  the  king's  nL 
part  made  thither,  as  earl  Rudolph,  of  Chester;  William,  earl  A.D. 
Marshal ;  and  William  de  Brewer,  n  rl  of  Ferers,  with  many  other  *216- 
lords,  and  gave  battle  to  Louis  and  his  party  ;  so  that,  in  conclusion,  Lincoln 
Louis  lost  the  field;  and  on  his  side  were  slain  the  earl  of  Perche ;  *^°en. 
Saer  de  Quincy,  earl  of  Winchester;  Henry  de  la  Bohun,  earl  of 
Hertford ;  and  Sir  Robert  le  Fitzwater ;  with  divers  others  more. 
Whereupon  Louis,  for  succour,  fled  to  London,  causing  the  gates 
there  to  be  shut  and  kept,  waiting  there  for  more  succour  out  of 
France.    As  soon  as  the  king  had  knowledge  of  this,  immediately 
he  sent  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  city,  willing  them  to 
surrender  them  and  their  city  to  him,  as  their  chief  lord  and  king ; 
promising  to  grant  to  them  again  all  their  franchises  and  liberties,  as 
in  times  past,  and  to  confirm  the  same  by  his  great  charter  and  seal. 
In  the  mean  time,  on  Bartholomew  eve,  Eustace,  a  French  lord, 
accompanied  with  many  other  lords  and  nobles  of  France,  came  with 
a  grand  power,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  ships,  to  aid  and  assist 
the  said  Louis ;  who,  before  they  arrived,  were  encountered  upon  the 
seas  by  Richard,  King  John's  bastard  son ;  who,  having  no  more  but  a  noble 
eighteen  ships  to  keep  the  cinque  ports,  set  eagerly  upon  them,  and,  b|c[",^-, 
through  God's  grace,  overcame  them,  where  presently  he  smote  off 
the  head  of  Eustace  :  the  rest  of  the  French  lords,  to  the  number  of  ling 
ten,  he  brought  with  him  to  the  land,  where  he  imprisoned  them  in  ^n ' 
the  castle  of  Dover,  and  slew  almost  all  the  men  that  came  with 
them,  and  sunk  their  ships  in  the  sea ;  only  fifteen  ships,  say  some 
of  my  Btories,  escaped  away.    Ludovic,  or  Louis,  hearing  of  this  loss 
of  his  ships  and  men,  and  misdoubting  his  own  life  for  the  great 
mischief  he  had  done  to  the  realm,  sought  means  by  Gualo,  and 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  by  other  lords,  to  be  at  accord 
with  the  king.    With  whom,  at  length,  it  was  so  concluded  and 
agreed,  that,  for  his  costs  and  expenses,  he  should  have  a  thousand 
pounds  of  silver  given.    Matthew  Paris  speakcth  of  fifteen  thousand 
marks,  which  he  borrowed  of  the  Londoners,  that  he  should  depart 
the  realm,  never  to  return  into  England  again,  neither  he  nor  any 
of  his.1 

This  being  done,  he,  with  all  the  other  barons  that  took  his  part,  LouiMhe 
was  assoiled  of  Gualo,  the  legate ;  and  thus  peace  being  confirmed  at  X^ffi 
Merton,  Louis  took  his  leave,  and  being  brought  honourably  to  the 
sea  with  the  bishop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  bishops,  earls  and  ouu" 
barons,  he  returned  home  into  France.  England. 

And  here,  saith  Gisburn,  that  was  truly  verified  which  was  before 
spoken  of  the  French  king,  the  father  of  Louis.  At  the  time  the  said 
Louis  was  in  England,  his  father,  the  French  king,  demanded  of  his 
messengers  coming  into  France,  where  his  son  was  ?  They  replied, 
"  at  Stamford."  And,  on  his  asking  again,  whether  his  son  had  got 
the  castle  of  Dover  ?  they  said,  "  No.  Then  the  father  swearing 
by  the  arm  of  St.  James :  M  My  son,"  quoth  he,  44  hath  not  one  foot 
in  England ;"  as,  afterwards,  well  proved  true.2 

But  the  chief  help  that  repelled  Louis  and  the  Frenchmen  out  of 
the  realm,  and  that  most  preferred  King  John's  son  to  the  crown, 

(1)  F.x  Matth.  Pari*.  (5)  Ex  G.iiUler.  <;,»burn. 
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Ht*rf  was  the  singular  working  of  God's  hand,  whereof  mention  was  made 
'    before :  which  was  through  the  confession  of  a  certain  gentleman  of 
A.D.  the  French  host  (as  Florilegus  doth  testify),  who,  lying  sore  sick 
JL2iZi_  at  the  point  of  death,  and  seeing  no  hope  to  escape,  was  touched  in 
conscience  for  danger  of  his  soul's  health,  openly  to  confess  and  utter, 
to  the  barons  of  England,  what  was  the  purpose  of  the  Frenchmen  to 
do  ;  who  had  conspired  and  sworn  together  among  themselves,  with 
a  privy  compaction,  that  so  soon  as  they  subdued  the  land,  they 
should  thrust  all  the  chiefs  and  nobles  thereof  into  perpetual  exile  out 
mus^T  °^      rearai»  thereout  they  should  never  return  again.   This,  coming 
kiiriuh-  to  the  ears  of  the  barons,  as  is  said,  gave  them  to  consider  more  with 
u?Mt  themselves,  whereby  many  of  them  were  the  more  willing  to  leave 
Jgjj"    Louis,  and  apply  to  their  natural  king  and  prince;  which,  no  less, 
into  the  may  also  be  an  admonition  to  all  times  and  ages  for  Englishmen  to 
realm,  necfi?  and  not  to  admit  or  to  place  foreign  rulers  in  the  realm, 

lest,  perhaps,  it  follow  that  they  be  displaced  themselves. 
a  b*d        After  the  happy  departure  of  Louis  and  his  Frenchmen  out  of  the 
Mbweth*'  'an^»  a.d.  1217,  whereby  the  state  of  this  realm,  long  vexed  before, 
was  now  somewhat  more  quieted ;  immediately  Gualo,  the  legate, 
looking  to  his  harvest,  directeth  forth  inquisitors  through  every  shire 
to  search  out  all  such  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  canons,  and  secular 
priests,  of  what  order  or  degree  soever  they  were,  who,  with  any 
succour  or  counsel,  did  either  help,  or  else  consented  to  Louis ;  for  all 
these  were  exempted  out  of  the  charter  of  pardon  and  absolution 
made  before,  between  the  king  and  Louis.    By  reason  of  this,  no 
small  gain  grew  to  the  pope  and  the  cardinal,  for  all  such  were  either 
put  out  of  their  livings  and  sent  up  to  the  pope,  or  else  were  fain  to 
gjjg*     fine  sweetly  for  them.    Among  whom  (besides  a  great  number  of 
i.fncX,  other  clerks,  both  religious  and  secular)  was  Hugo,  bishop  of  Lincoln, 
eThhi?"  who»  for  the  recovery  of  his  bishopric,  disbursed  one  thousand  marks 
Smmw    *°  *ne  P°Pe>  an(l  one  hundred  marks  to  the  aforesaid  Gualo,  the 
ihou,and  legate,  who  now  (as  Paris  recordeth)  by  this  time  had  gathered  in  a 
mirk*"    fair  crop  of  that  which  he  did  never  sow.1 

Death  of  About  this  season,  or  not  much  before,  died  Pope  Innocent  III., 
Twnin  'n  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  popedom,  to  whose  custody  Frederic, 
1IL  the  nephew  of  Frederic  Barbarossa,  being  yet  young,  was  committed 
by  the  empress  his  mother,  of  whom  more  shall  follow  (the  Lord 
willing)  hereafter.  After  this  Innocent  succeeded  Pope  Honorius  III., 
who,  writing  to  young  King  Henry  in  a  special  letter,  exhorteth  him 
to  the  love  of  virtue,  and  to  the  fear  of  God ;  namely,  to  be  circum- 
spect with  what  familiars  and  resort  he  acquainted  himself ;  but 
principally,  above  all  other  things,  he  admonishcth  him  to  reverence 
the  church,  which  is  the  spouse  of  Christ,  and  to  honour  the  minis- 
ters thereof,  in  whom  Christ  himself,  saith  he,  is  both  honoured  or 
despised. — And  this  secmeth  the  chiefest  article  of  that  his  writing 
to  him.8 

JSP*     Of  this  Pope  Honorius,  abbot  Urspergensis  (who  lived  in  the 
rope  no-  same  time)  reporteth  a  strange  wonder,  more  strange  perad venture 
Sttotm!  tnan  credible  ;  which  is  this :  Honorius  being  priest  in  Rome  (whose 
name  was  then  Ccntius)  and  procurator  to  Jacinth,  a  cardinal ;  so 
it  befel,  that  his  master  sent  him  abroad  about  Rome,  to  borrow  and 

(I)  Ex  M.tth.  Pari.,  ta  vita  R*g.  Hcnr.  III.  (J)  E 
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procure  money  for  him  against  his  journey  into  Spain ;  for  Pope 
Clement  then  intended  to  send  this  Jacinth,  as  his  legate,  into  Spain. 


As  this  Centius  was  walking  by  himself,  all  sad  and  solicitous  to  speed  A.  D. 
his  master's  message,  there  cometh  to  him  a  certain  aged  and  reverend  *218, 
father,  and  asketh  him,  what  cause  he  had  to  waik  so  heavily  and 
carefully  ?  To  whom  he  answered  again,  and  signified  the  occasion 
of  the  business  that  he  then  had  to  do.  Then  the  old  father  said 
to  him,  "  Go  and  return  home  again,  for  thy  master,""  saith  he, 
M  shall  not,  at  this  time,  go  to  Spain.1"  "  How  so,"  quoth  the  other ; 
"  how,  is  that  true?""  **  As  true,""  saith  he,  "  as  it  is  certain  that 
the  pope  shall  die,  and  thy  master  shall  be  pope  after  him."  Centius, 
thinking  that  to  be  unlikely,  said,  "  He  could  not  believe  that  to  be 
true.""  To  whom  the  other  inferreth  again,  "  So  know  this,"  said 
he,  "  to  be  as  certain,  as  it  is  true  that  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  this 
day,  is  taken  of  the  Saracens,  and  shall  not  be  recovered  again  from 
them  before  the  time  of  thy  papacy."  And  thus  speaking,  he  vaded 
suddenly  away.1  All  this,  saith  the  same  author,  c  rae  afterwards  to 
pass,  and  was  testified  of  the  same  Honorius,  being  pope  afterwards, 
in  his  public  sermons  at  Rome'.  All  which  1  grant  may  be ;  and  yet, 
notwithstanding,  this  fabulous  narration  may  be  a  piece  of  the  pope's 
old  practices,  subtilelv  invented,  to  drive  men  forth  to  Jerusalem  to 
fight.  Again,  after  honorius  (when  he  had  governed  ten  years) 
followed  Gregory  IX.,  which  two  popes  were  in  the  time  of  this  King 
Henry  III.  and  Frederic  the  emperor;  of  whom  we  mind  (Christ 
willing)  further  to  touch,  after  that  we  shall  have  prosecuted  more 
concerning  the  history  of  King  Henry,  and  matters  of  England. 

After  that,  it  so  pleased  the  merciful  providence  of  Almighty  God 
to  work  this  great  mercy  upon  the  stock  of  King  John  (notwith- 
standing the  unkind  prelates,  with  their  false  prophets,  had  declared 
before,  that  never  any  of  them  should  succeed  in  the  throne  after 
that  king),  and  also  unto  the  whole  commonwealth  of  the  realm,  in 
delivering  them  from  the  dangerous  service  of  Louis,  and  the  afore- 
said Frenchmen.  After  their  departure,  the  following  year,  a.d.  1218, 
which  was  the  third  of  this  king's  reign,  the  Archbishop  Stephen 
Langton,  and  the  bishops,  earls,  and  barons,  resorted  to  London 
unto  the  king  at  the  Michaelmas  next  following,  and  there  held  a 
great  parliament,  wherein  were  confirmed  and  granted  by  the  king,  all  K\nK 
the  franchises  which  were  made  and  given  by  King  John,  his  father,  J5m» 
at  Runnemede,  and  them  he  confirmed  and  ratified  by  his  charter ;  {j,ee,Uber" 
which,  long  time  after  (saith  mine  author)  unto  his  days  did  con-  p»nted 
tinue,  and  were  holden  in  England.    For  this  cause,  by  the  nobles  jli 
and  commons,  were  given  and  granted  again  unto  the  king  two 
shillings  for  every  plough-land  throughout  England.    At  this  time 
Hubert  de  Burgh  was  made  chief  justice  of  England,  of  whose  troubles 
more  is  to  be  said  hereafter.    This  was  the  third  year  of  King 
Henry,  and  the  fiftieth  year  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Becket: 
wherefore,  the  said  Becket,  in  the  year  following,  was  taken  up  and  Thorn»» 
shrined  for  a  new  saint  made  of  an  old  rebel.    Thither  came  such 
resort  of  people  of  England  and  of  France,  that  the  country  of  Kent 
was  not  sufficient  to  sustain  them.2    About  the  same  time,  Isabella, 
the  king's  mother,  was  married  to  the  earl  of  March ;  and  William 

(I)  Ex  Abbatc  Ultpefg.  in  Chronica  (I)  Ex  Hbtoria  D.  Sestet 
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Marshal,  the  good  earl,  who  was  the  governor  of  the  king  and  the 
realm,  died,  not  without  great  lamentation  of  the  people  of  England 


A.  D.  Then  was  the  king  committed  to  the  government  of  Peter,  bishop 
1218,  of  Winchester.    This  noble  earl  left  behind  him  five  sons  and  five 


daughters.  ♦'This  year,  which  was  1218  from  Christ's  incarnation, 
Gualo  made  a  general  inquisition,  nearly  all  the  realm  over,  for  them 
who  did  not  observe  the  interdiction  published  for  rebels,  in  the  first 
year  of  this  young  king ;  for  whose  transgression,  both  to  priests  and 
monks,  he  appointed  divers  and  many  penalties  grievous ;  some  he 
suspended  from  their  offices,  and  some  he  deprived  of  their  benefices; 
so  that,  as  well  the  guiltless  as  the  guilty  were  compelled  largely  to 
pay* 

A.D.IU9.     In  the  next  year,  a.d.  1219,  it  was  ordained  and  proclaimed 
A^"*    through  all  the  land,  that  all  aliens  and  foreigners  should  depart  the 
m»nded  realm,  and  not  return  to  the  same  again ;  such  only  excepted  as  used 
England,  traffic  or  trade  of  merchandise  under  the  king's  safe  conduct.  This 
proclamation  was  thought  chiefly  to  be  set  forth  for  this  cause,  to  rid 
the  land  of  Foukes  de  Brent,  Philip  de  Marks,  Egelardus  de  Ciconia, 
William  earl  Albemarle,  Robert  de  Veteri  Ponte,  Brihenne  de  Insula, 
Hugo  de  Bailluel,  Roger  de  Gaugi,  with  divers  other  strangers,  who 
kept  castles  and  holds  of  the  king's,  against  his  will.    Of  these,  the 
Rcbeit    beforenamed  Foukes,  was  the  principal,  who  fortified  and  held  the 
5gg*   castle  of  Bedford,  which  he  had  by  the  gift  of  King  John,  with 
Henry,    might  and  strength  against  the  king  and  his  power,  nearly  the  space 
of  three  months.    Moreover,  he  went  about  to  apprehend'  the  king's 
justices,  at  Dunstable ;  but  they,  being  warned  thereof,  escaped,  all 
except  Henry  Braybrokc,  whom  he  imprisoned  in  the  said  castle. 
The  king,  hearing  hereof,  and  consulting  with  his  clergy  and  nobles, 
made  his  power  against  the  same  ;  which,  after  long  siege  and  some 
slaughter,  at  length  he  obtained,  and  hanged  almost  all  that  were 
within,  to  the  number  of  ninety-seven;  which  was,  as  Paris  writeth, 
about  the  seventh  or  eighth  year  of  his  reign.    Foukes,  at  that  time, 
was  in  Wales  ;  who,  hearing  of  the  taking  of  the  castle,  conveyed 
himself  to  the  church  of  Coventry.    At  length,  submitting  himself 
to  the  king's  mercy,  upon  consideration  of  his  service  done  before  to 
the  king's  father,  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  Eustace, 
bishop  of  London  ;  and  afterwards,  being  deprived  of  all  his  goods, 
possessions,  and  tenements,  within  the  realm,  was  forced  to  perpetual 
banishment,  never  to  return  to  England  again. 

Here,  by  the  way,  I  find  it  noted  in  Matthew  Paris,  that  after 
this  aforesaid  Foukes  had  spoiled  and  rased  the  church  of  St.  Paul 
in  Bedford,  for  the  building  up  of  his  castle,  the  abbess  of  Helvestue,3 
hearing  thereof,  caused  the  sword  to  be  taken  from  the  image  of 
St.  Paul  standing  in  the  church,  so  long  as  Foukes  remained 
unpunished.  Afterwards,  hearing  that  he  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  St.  Paul  in  London,  she  caused  the  sword  to  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  image  again.* 
a. n  iim  About  this  year  the  young  king  was  crowned  the  second  time  at 
crow^m!  Westminster,  about  which  period  began  the  new  building  of  our 
Lady  church  at  Westminster.    Shortly  after  Gualo,  the  legate, 


ron ■  i  time 
at  West- 


minster, f  I)  For  this  parage  sw  Edition  1563,  p.  70  •  I.  v.— En. 

(S,  Now  called  EHtow.-Kn.  (J)  M.tth.  Parti,  in  Viu  Hen.  I II. 
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called  home  again  to  Rome ;  for  the  holy  father  (as  Matthew  Paris  uenrp 
reporteth)  being  sick  of  a  spiritual  dropsy,  thought  this  Gualo 


(having  such  large  occupying  in  England,  and  for  so  long  a  time)  A  i)- 
would  be  able  somewhat  to  cure  his  disease.    *'For  that  legate,  1220' 
by  that  time,  had  well  favouredly  unladen  the  purees  of  the  bene- 
ficed fathers  and  cloisterers.*    And  so  this  Gualo  returned  with 
nil  his  bags  well  stuffed,  leaving  Pandulph  behind  him  to  supply 
that  bailiwick  of  his  great  grandfather,  the  pope.    *Hugh  Wells, 
then  bishop  of  Lincoln,  not  long  before,  paid  a  thousand  marks  for 
the  recovery  of  his  office,  and  a  hundred  marks  to  the  legate  for  his 
favour  also  in  that  case  :  other  holy  bishops  and  prelates,  likewise,  Heat,  or 
were  taught,  by  his  good  example,  to  qualify  that  great  heat,  or  dry  oPth!)1'*1 
thirst  of  the  pope ;  Robert  Cureon  at  that  time  being  a  priest  cardinal  papa- 
in Rome.* 

The  life  and  acts  of  Pope  Innocent  III.  are  partly  described  ***** 
before,  how  he  intruded  Stephen  Langton,  against  the  king's  will,  into  frec*Vt 
the  archbishopric  of  Canterbury,  stirring  up  also  sixty-four  monks  J^,,1,"' 
of  the  same  church  of  Canterbury  privily  to  work  against  the  king.  »u- 
Moreover,  how  he  did  excommunicate  the  said  king  as  a  public 
enemy  of  the  church,  so  long  as  the  said  king  withstood  his  tyran- 
nical doings,  putting  him  and  his  whole  kingdom  under  interdiction 
for  the  space  of  five  years  and  three  months,  and  at  length  deposing 
and  depriving  him  of  his  sceptre,  and  keeping  it  in  his  own  hands 
for  five  days.    How  he  absolved  his  subjects  from  their  due  obe- 
dience and  subjection  unto  him.    How  he  gave  away  his  kingdoms 
and  possessions  to  Louis,  the  French  king's  son.  commanding  the 
said  Louis  to  spoil  him  both  of  lands  and  life.   Whereupon  the  king, 
being  forsaken  of  his  nobles,  prelates,  and  commons,  was  forced, 
against  his  will,  to  submit  himself,  and  swear  obedience  to  the 
pope,  paying  him  a  yearly  tribute  of  one  thousand  marks,  for 
receiving  of  his  kingdom  again  ;  whereby  both  he,  and  his  successors 
after  him,  were  vassals  afterwards  unto  the  pope.    These  were  the 
apostolical  acts  of  this  holy  vicar  in  the  realm  of  England.  More- 
over, he  condemned  Almeric,  a  worthy  learned  man  and  a  bishop,  Ahncric 
for  a  heretic,  for  teaching  and  holding  against  images.    Also  he  "f^con- 
condemned  the  doctrine  of  Joachim  the  abbot,  of  wnom  we  spake  demncd. 
before,  for  heretical.    This  pope  brought  first  into  the  church  the  ndS?* 
paying  of  private  tithes ;  he  ordained  the  receiving  once  a  year  at 
Easter ;  unto  the  papal  decretals  he  added  the  decree,  "  Omnes 
utri  usque  sexus,^  &c. ;  also  the  reservation  of  the  sacrament,  and  the  Bcii  and 
going  with  the  bell  and  light  before  the  sacrament  was  by  him  5SS5iUa 
appointed.    In  the  said  council  of  Lateran  he  also  ordained  that  the 
canon  of  the  mass  should  be  received  with  equal  authority  as  though  thori*icd. 
it  had  proceeded  from  the  apostles  themselves.    He  brought  in  tran-  JSSSf" 
substantiation.2  Uon- 

Item,  the  said  Innocent  III.  ordained  that  none  should  marry  MwrUg* 
in  the  third  degree,  but  only  in  the  fourth  degree,  and  so  under.  tJaem- 

The  said  pope  stirred  up  Otho  against  Philip,  the  emperor, 
because  the  said  Philip  was  elected  emperor  against  his  will ;  upon 
the  occasion  whereof  followed  much  war  and  slaughter  in  Germany. 

ri)  For  thin,  and  the  sentence  next  but  one,  tee  Edition  1563,  p.  70.  •  I.  v.-Ed. 
;t)  See  the  decretal*,  titulo,  L  -  De  Surama  Trinit.  et  fide  C.tholicm,"  c.r 
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Htmrt  And  afterwards,  against  the  said  Otho,  whom  he  had  made  emperor, 
he  set  up  Frederic,  king  of  Sicily,  and  caused  the  archbishop  of 


A.D.  Mayence  to  pronounce  him  excommunicate  in  all  his  titles,  and  to  be 
deposed  of  his  empire  ;  for  the  which  cause  the  princes  of  Germany 


The  pop*  did  invade  his  bishopric,  spoiling  and  burning  his  possessions.  The 
lings  and  cause  why  the  pope  so  did  accurse  and  depose  him,  was  that  the  said 
t^eTher*  Otho  did  take  and  occupy  cities,  towns,  and  castles,  which  the  pope 
bv the    said  appertained  to  him. 

Item,  the  said  pope  ordained,  that  if  any  princes  offended  one 
another,  the  correction  should  appertain  unto  the  pope.  In  the 
or  u*"  fourth  council  of  Lateran,  a.d.  1215,  were  archbishops  and  primates 
sixty-one,  bishops  four  hundred,  abbots  twelve,  priors  and  con- 
ventuals eight  hundred,  besides  other  ambassadors,  legates,  and  doc- 
tors ;  and  of  lawyers  an  innumerable  sort,  &c. 
JftfflJJL  In  the  history  of  Herman  us  Mutius,  we  read  how,  a.d.  1212,  in 
to  the  '  this  pope's  time  divers  noblemen,  and  others  in  the  country  of  Alsace, 
orUo^Tr  contrary  to  the  tradition  of  the  Romish  popes,  did  hold  that  every 
^  day  was  free  for  eating  of  flesh,  so  it  be  done  soberly.  Also  that 
•  they  did  wickedly,  who  restrained  priests  and  ministers  from  their 
lawful  wives ;  for  which  cause  (as  is  in  the  aforesaid  author)  by  this 
Pope  Innocent  III.  and  his  bishops,  a  hundred  of  them  in  one 
day  were  burned  and  martyred. 

Nauclcrus,  another  historian,  rccordeth,  that  at  the  same  time 
J*"'  there  were  many  in  the  city  of  Milan  of  the  said  doctrine,  who  used 
rw  to  send  collections  unto  the  aforesaid  saints  of  Alsatia. 
to  them      In  the  chronicle  of  Walter  Hcmingford,  otherwise  called  Gisburn- 
oijA1*aC*  cn&'8>  *t  *8  recorded,  that  in  the  days  of  this  King  John  and  Pope  Inno- 
*ant      cent,  began  the  two  sects,  or  orders  of  friars,  one  called  k  the  preacher's 
mar»  be-  or(jer^  an(j  yacj.  friars  of  St.  Dominic the  other  called  '  the  mi- 
norites  of  St.  Francis.'   The  preachers  of  the  black  friars'  order  began 
from  one  Dominic,  a  Spaniard,  about  the  parts  of  Toulouse,  who, 
after  he  had  laboured  ten  years  in  preaching  against  the  Albigenscs,1 
and  such  others  as  did  hold  against  the  church  of  Rome,  afterward 
coming  up  to  the  council  of  Lateran  with  Fulco,  bishop  of  Toulouse, 
desired  of  the  aforesaid  Innocent  III.  to  have  his  order  of  preaching 
friars  confirmed,  which  the  pope  a  great  while  refused  to  grant.  At 
length  he  had  a  dream,  that  the  church  of  Lateran  was  ready  to  fall ; 
which,  when  he  beheld,  fearing  and  much  sorrowing  thereat,  cometh  in 
this  Dominic,  who,  with  his  shoulders,  under-propped  the  church,  and 
so  preserved  the  building  thereof  from  falling.    And  right  well  this 
uph*7dcn  dream  may  seem  verified,  for  the  friars  have  always  been  the  chief 
335     pillars  and  upholders  of  the  pope's  church.    Upon  this,  the  pone, 
chmcV   waking  out  of  his  dream,  called  Dominic  to  him,  and  granted  his 

(I)  It  may  be  proved  from  the  writing*  of  Rnmlsh  ecclesiastic*,  and  from  the  canon* 
of  council*,  for  two  hundred  years  before  the  preaching  of  Dominic,  that  religious  doctrines, 
in  opposition  to  the  corruptions  of  the  Latin  church,  prevailed  very  generally  In  the  south 
of  Prance,  particularly  in  Languedoc,  and  in  that  part  of  it  which  was  called  Albigensium,  or 
Pays  d'Alblgi-nis.  But  the  name  Albigenscs,  as  applied  to  designate  the  religious  body  opposed 
to  the  authority  of  the  pope,  does  not  occur  in  any  document  before  the  end  of  the  twelfth  or 
the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century.  A  letter  of  Innocent  III.,  to  Simon  de  Montfort,  in 
1215,  U  one  of  the  earliest  authentic  record*,  which  give*  the  appellation  Alhifmtet  to  the 
unhappy  people,  against  whom  papal  vengeance  was  directed  until  they  were  exterminated. 
Peter  of  \  aux  Sernay,  who  had  put  forth  his  work  against  the  Albigense*  In  1118,  states,  that  the 
heretic*  of  Languedoc  were  usually  called  the  heretic*  of  Toulouse  and  Provence,  until  the 


■tnuigcrs  who  assumed  the  Cross  and  took  up  arms  against  Ihem  in  the  year  1068,  styled 
generally  Albigense* ;  the  diocese  of  Albi  being  the  centre  of  the  heretical  population. 
"  Valssettc,  Hlstoire  Generate  de  Languedoc,"  vol.  ill.  p.  533.   "  Note  sur  rorifiae  du  nom  d' Abi- 
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petition  :  and  so  came  up  this  wolfish  order  of  the  Dominies.  I  call 
it  '  wolfish,1  for  his  mother,  when  she  was  great  with  this  Dominic, 


dreamed  that  she  had  within  her  a  wolf,  that  had  a  burning  torch  in  ^ 

its  mouth.    This  dream  the  preachers  of  that  order  do  greatly  ad-  L 

vance,  and  expound  to  their  order  s  glory,  as  well  as  they  can  ;  never- 
theless, howsoever  they  expound  it,  they  can  make  a  wolf  but  a  wolf, 
and  this,  a  wolfish  order.  The  rule  which  they  follow  seemcth  to  be 
taken  out  of  St.  Augustine,  as  who  should  say,  that  Christ's  rule  were 
not  enough  to  make  a  christian  man.  Their  profession  standeth 
upon  three  principal  points,  as  thus  described :  "  Having  charity, 
holding  humility,  and  possessing  wilful  poverty Their  habit  and 
clothing  is  black. 

The  order  of  the  minors  or  minoritc  friars  descended  from  one  Minorite 
Francis,  an  Italian  of  the  city  of  Assisium.    This  Assisian  ass,  who  rtmwifl 
I  suppose  was  some  simple  and  rude  idiot,  hearing,  upon  a  time,  how  ^  from 
Christ  sent  forth  his  disciples  to  preach,  thought  to  imitate  the  same  Franci*. 
in  himself  and  his  disciples,  and  so  left  off  his  shoes  :  he  had  but  one 
coat,  and  that  of  coarse  cloth.    Instead  of  a  latchet  to  his  shoe,  and 
of  a  girdle,  he  took  about  him  a  hempen  cord,  and  so  he  apparcllt-d 
his  disciples ;  teaching  them  to  fulfil  (for  so  he  speakcth)  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  gospel,  to  apprehend  poverty,  and  to  walk  in  the  way  of 
holy  simplicity.    He  left  in  writing,  to  his  disciples  and  followers,  his 
rule,  which  he  called  "»Regulam  Evangclicam,"  the  rule  of  the 
gospel.    As  though  the  gospel  of  Christ  were  not  a  sufficient  rule  to 
all  christian  men,  but  it  must  take  its  perfection  of  frantic  Francis. 
And  yet,  for  all  that  great  presumption  of  this  Francis,  and  notwith- 
standing this  his  rule,  sounding  to  the  derogation  of  Christ's  gospel, 
he  was  confirmed  by  this  Pope  Innocent.    Yea,  and  such  fools  this 
Francis  found  abroad,  that,  not  only  he  had  followers  of  his  doltish 
religion,  both  of  the  nobles  and  unnobles  of  Rome,  but  also  some 
there  were,  who  builded  mansions  for  him  and  his  friars.  This 
Francis,  as  he  was  superstitious  in  casting  all  things  from  him,  as  his 
girdle,  girding  a  cord  about  him  ;  so,  in  outward  chastising  of  him- 
self, so  strait  he  was  to  his  flesh,  leaving  the  ordinary  remedy 
appointed  by  God,  that  in  the  winter  season  he  covered  his  body 
with  ice  and  snow.  He  called  poverty  his  Lady ;  he  kept  nothing  over- 
night. So  desirous  he  was  of  martyrdom,  that  he  went  to  Syria  to  the 
Saladin,  who  received  him  honourably ;  whereby  it  may  be  thought, 
that  surely  he  told  not  the  truth,  as  St.  John  Baptist  did  in  Herod's 
house,  for  truth  is  seldom  welcome  in  courts,  and  in  the  world.  But 
it  is  hard  to  make  a  martyr  of  him  who  is  no  true  confessor.    I  will 
here  pass  over  the  fable,  how  Christ  and  his  saints  did  mark  him  with  « 
five  wounds.    These  Franciscan  or  begging  friars,  although  they  were  wren 
all  under  one  rule  and  clothing  of  St.  Francis,  yet  they  be  divided  p^d' 
into  many  sects  and  orders;  some  go  on  trecn  shoes  or  pattens,  some 
barefooted  ;  some  are  regular  Franciscans  or  observants,  some  minors 
or  minorites,  others  be  called  '  minimi,'  others  of  the  gospel,  others 
4  de  caputio.'    They  all  differ  in  many  things,  but  accord  in  super- 
stition and  hypocrisy.    And  forasmuch  as  we  have  here  entered  into 
the  matter  of  these  two  orders  of  friars,  by  the  occasion  hereof,  I 
thought  a  little,  by  the  way,  to  digress  from  our  story,  in  reciting  the 
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THE  NAMES  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  ORDERS. 


IT/Jr'  wno'c  c^ug^c  or  rabblcment  of  monks,  friars,  and  mins,  of  all  sects, 


 niles  and  orders,  set  up  and  confirmed  by  the  pope. 

A.D.  whom  here  in  order  of  the  alphabet  follow. 
1220. 


The 


The  Rabblemcnt  of  Religious  Orders. 


Augustinians,  the  first  order. 
Ambrosians,  two  sorts 
Antony's  Heremitos   .  . 
Austin's  Heremitos     .  . 
Austin's  Observants    .  . 
Armenians'  sect 
Ammonites  and  Moabitos. 


490 
324 
498 
490 


Joseph's  order. 
Jacobites'  sect. 
James's  Brethren  order. 
James's  Brethren  with  the  Sword. 
»'  order. 


Katharine  of  Scns's  order  .  .  1 155 
Keyedmonks,  Knights  of  Rhodes. 

Basilius'  order  384 

Benet's  order   524  Lazarites,  or  Mary  Magdalenes, 

Beroardus'  order  1120       our  Lady  Brethren  .    .    .    .  1034 

Barefooted  Friars   1222  Lords  of  Hungary. 

Bridget's  order  1370 

Beghenrts,  or  White  Spirits  .    .  1399  Minorites,  which  be  divided  into 
Brethren  of  Jerusalem    .    .    .1103  Conventuales, 
Brethren  of  St  John  dc  civitato,  Obscrvantes, 

Black  Friars   1220  Reformate, 

Brethren  of  wilful  Poverty.  Collectane, 

De  Capntio, 

Cuniacensis  order      ....    913  De  Evangelio, 

Canons  of  St  Augustine  .    .    .1080  Amedes, 
Charterhouse  order     ....  1086  Clarini,  and  others. 

Cisterciensis  order   1098  Minors,  or  Minorites  .    .    .  .1224 

Crossbearers,  or  Crossed  Friars  .  1216  Mary's  Servant*  1301 

Carmelites  or  White  Friars  .    .  1212  Monks  of  Mount  Olivet  .    .    .  lOltf 

Clare's  order   1225  Maroviniea  sect 

Celestine's  order   1297  Minorites' sect 

Camaldulensis  order    ....    950  Monachi  and  Monacha?. 

Cross-starred  Brethren.  Morbonei  and  Mcrcsti. 

Constantinopolitanish  order.  Menelaish  and  Jasonish  sect. 
Crossbearera. 

Chapter  Monks.  New  Canons  of  St  Austin    .  .1430 

Nestorini. 

Dutch  order  1216  Nalheart  Brethren. 

Dominic  Black  Friars     .    .    .  1220  New  Order  of  our  Lady. 

Nazanei. 

Franciscans  1224 

Paul's  H eremites  315 

Grandmontensis  order     .    .    .  1076  Pnemonatratonsis  order   .    .  .1119 

Gregorian  order   594  Preacher  order,  or  Black  Friars. 

George's  order   1407  Peter  the  Apostle's  order     .    .  1409 

GulielmitoB   1246  Purgatory  Brethren. 

Gerundinensis  order. 

Galilei,  or  Galileans.  Rechabites. 

Heremitos.  Sarrabites. 

Helen's  brethren.  Humiliati    .  1166  Sambonitos  1199 

Hospital  Brethren.  Scourge!*,  the  first  sect   .    .    .  1 2(»G 

Holy  Ghost  order.  Soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ    .    .    .  1323 

Scopenites,  or  St  Sal  vator's  order,  1*167 

J erom's  orders,  two  sorts     .    .1412  Specularii,  or  the  Glass  order. 

John's  Heremitos.  Sepulchre's  order. 

Justin's  order   1432  Sheer  order. 

John'sorder.  Joannitos,  or  Knights  Swerd's  order, 

of  the  Rhodes    .    .    .    380,  1308  Starred  Monks. 

I.ijesuati   1305  Starred  Friars. 

Jerome's  Heremitos    ....    490  Sclavony  order. 
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Scourge rs,  the  second  sect,  called  The  Vale  of  Joaaphat  s  order.  UI- 


Ninevitea. 


Stool  Brethren.  Vallis  Umbro&ae   1400  w'Jo" 

Scotland  Brethren  order.  Waldenais'  aect»  -  - 


Wcntzelaus'  order. 
St  Sophy's  order.  Wilhelmer  order 

White  Monks  of  Mount  Olivet  1406 

Templar  Lorda   1110 

Templar  Knights  1120    Zelotes*  order. 

Thus  hast  thou,  if  thou  please,  gentle  reader,  the  means  of  know- 
ing wliat  orders  and  what  sects  of  religion  have  been  set  up  by  the 
pope ;  the  catalogue  and  number  of  them  all,  so  far  as  we  could 
search  them  out,  not  only  in  books  printed  of  late  in  Germany, 
namely,  by  the  reverend  lather  Martin  Luther ;  but  also  conferred 
with  another  English  book  which  came  to  our  hands,  containing  the 
same  like  notes  of  ancient  antiquity,  the  number  of  which  rabblemcnt 
of  religious  persons  came  to  a  hundred  and  one.  Now  as  I  have  reck- 
oned up  the  names  and  varieties  of  these  prodigious  sects,  it  comcth  to 
mind  consequently  to  refer  to  the  prophecy  of  Hildegard,  as  well  against 
the  whole  rout  of  Romish  prelates,  and  the  fall  of  that  church,  as 
especially  against  the  begging  friars  and  such  other  unprofitable 
bellies  of  the  church.  This  Hildegard  is  holden,  of  the  papists 
themselves,  to  be  a  great  prophetess,  whose  prophecy  proceedeth  in 
this  manner ;  first,  against  the  priests  and  prelates  of  the  Romish 
church,  as  followeth. 

THE   PROPHECY  OF  HILDEGARD   OF  THE   RUIN   OF  ROME,  AND 
AGAINST  THE  BEGGING  FRIARS.1 

Hildegard,  a  nun,  and,  as  many  judged,  a  prophetess,  lived  a.  d. 
1 146.  In  her  prophecies  she  doth  most  grievously  reprehend,  not  only 
the  wicked  and  abominable  life  of  the  spiritual  papists,  but  also  the 
contempt  of  the  ecclesiastical  office,  and  the  horrible  destruction  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  In  a  certain  place  she  hath  these  words:  "  And 
now  is  the  law  neglected  among  the  spiritual  people,  who  neglect  to 
teach  and  to  do  good  things;  the  masters  likewise,  and  the  prelates 
do  sleep,  despising  justice  and  laying  it  aside.r>  In  a  certain  vision 
the  church  appeared  to  her  in  the  shape  of  a  woman,  complaining 
that  the  priests  had  bewrayed  her  face  with  dust,  and  rent  her  coat, 
&c.,  and  that  they  did  not  shine  over  the  people,  cither  in  doctrine 
or  in  example  of  life ;  but  rather  the  contrary,  and  that  thev  have 
driven  the  innocent  lamb  from  them.    She  said  moreover,  "  '1  hat  all 

(I)  For  want  of  an  accurate  distinction  between  dinVrent  sects,  and  different  religious  order*. 
Foxe  hai  fallen  Into  the  error  of  placing  "  Waldensis'  *ect"  amongst  what  he  call*  a  "  rabble  of 
popish  religious  order*."  In  the  year  1207,  an  enthusiast  named  Durand  of  Osca,  or  Hue&oa, 
obtained  a  license  from  Pope  Innocent  III.,  for  the  e»tabli«hment  of  a  fraternity  to  lie  called  "  The 
Order,  or  Society,  of  Poor  Catholic*."  Durand.  afterward*  becoming  an  object  of  «u»pleion  to  the 
bishop  of  Languedoc,  was  accused  of  heresy,  and  he  and  his  companions  were  then  uti^matised 
with  the  name,  then  commonly  given  to  all  heretics,  "  Waldcnses.  Now  the  Waldense*  having 
been  previously  confounded  with  the  "  Poor  Men  of  Lyons,"  the  new  order  of  "  Poor  Catholic* 
fell  under  the  tame  designation.  Hence  the  mistake  of  our  martyrologlst,  who,  copying  inadver- 
tently from  some  account  of  monastic  orders  (perhaps  from  Abbas  Wisbergensis  in  his  chronicle  of 
the  year  1112,  where  the  same  error  appears),  adds  "  Waldensis'  sect"  to  his  list  of  "  rabblement." 
See  Guilieim.  de  Podio  Laur :  c.  8,  in  Kecueil  des  Ilistoriens  des  Gaules  et  de  la  Prance,  vol.  xix. 
p.  Jint.  And  Vahsette  His.  gen.  de  Languedoc,  vol.  Hi.  p.  147 :  and  compare  with  Chron.  Abb  at. 
Ursberg.  in  Bin.  ConciL  vol.  x.  col.  1SJU.—  Ed. 


(2)  Thi*  prophecy  has  been  collated  with  the  Edittov  of  15C\  p.  72.  Some  words  are 
rom  that  edition,  which  is  superior  to  any  later  ones,  in  frcdom  of  style  and  force  oi 

VOL.  II.  A  A 
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ecclesiastical  order  did,  every  day,  become  worse  and  worse,  and  that 
priests  did  not  teach,  but  destroy  the  law  of  God ;  and  for  these 
horrible  crimes  and  impieties,  she  threateneth  and  prophesieth  unto 
1220,  them  God's  most  heavy  wrath  and  displeasure,  and  doleful  punish- 
ments."" There  is  no  cause  why  the  spiritual  papists  should  flatter 
themselves  upon  this,  that  she  promised  again  to  the  ministers  of  the 
church  those  good  things  to  follow,  like  as  Johannes  de  Rupe  scissa 
doth,  and  other  such  like  prophets ;  for  they  say,  it  will  come  to 
pass,  that  they  must  repent  before  the  times  be  amended.  By  which 
thing,  undoubtedly,  they  mean  the  godly  ministers  in  the  reformed 
churches,  who,  for  the  most  part,  were  of  the  spiritual  number,  and 
yet  did  forsake  the  dishonest  life  and  those  wicked  idolatries.  Now, 
whereas  the  priests  and  monks,  that  is,  the  whole  rabble  and  spi- 
ritualty, do  account  Hildegard  for  a  true  prophetess,  they  ought 
,  to  consider  that  by  her  they  are  more  severely  accused,  not  as  by  a 
woman,  but  as  by  God  himself.  And  I  pray  you,  what  abomination, 
impiety,  and  idolatry  have  not  been  committed,  since  that  time,  by 
the  spiritualty  ?  I  will  note  here  a  certain  prophecy  of  here,  taken 
out  of  the  common  places  of  Henry  Token,  because  we  see  it  mani- 
festly fulfilled  in  our  time.  She  prophesieth  of  the  reformation  of 
religion,  and  saith  that  it  shall  be  most  godly. 
a  pro-  "  Then  shall  the  crown  of  apostolical  honour  be  divided,  because 
the  dwly  there  shall  be  found  no  religion  among  the  apostolical  order,  and 
Romiih  ror  tnat  cause  shall  they  despise  the  dignity  of  that  name,  and  shall  set 
church,  over  them  other  men  and  other  archbishops  ;  insomuch,  that  the  apo- 
stolic see  of  that  time  (by  the  diminution  of  his  honour)  shall  scarce 
have  Rome,  and  a  few  other  countries  thereabout,  under  his  crown. 
And  these  things  shall  partly  come  to  pass  by  incursion  of  wars,  and 
partly,  also,  by  a  common  council  ana  consent  of  the  spiritual  and 
secular  persons.  Then  shall  justice  flourish,  so  that,  in  those  days, 
men  shall  honestly  apply  themselves  to  the  ancient  customs  and  dis- 
cipline of  ancient  men,  and  shall  observe  them  as  the  ancient  men 
did.*    The  gloss  agreeth  therewith. 

These  things  thus  premised,  now  will  we  come  to  the  prophecy  of 
the  aforesaid  Hildegard,  concerning  the  begging  friars  above  men- 
tioned, reciting  her  words,  not  only  as  they  are  in  a  book  printed 
lately  in  Germany,  but  also,  as  myself  have  seen  and  read,  and  still 
have  the  same  to  show  written  in  old  parchment  leaves,  agreeing  to 
the  same  book  word  for  word,  in  such  sort,  as  the  thing  itself  most 
evidently  dcclarcth  a  great  iniquity  of  time.  The  words  of  her 
prophecy  be  these : — 

nude-  in  those  days  shall  arise  a  senseless  people,  proud,  greedy,  without  faith,  and 
JSmKj  that  shall  eat  the  sins  of  the  people ;  holding  a  certain  order  of  foolish 

of  friwi  devotion  under  the  dissimulated  cloak  of  beggary,  preferring  themselves  above 
all  others  by  their  feigned  devotion ;  arrogant  in  understanding,  and  pretending 
holiness,  walking  without  blushing  or  the  fear  of  God,  in  inventing  many  new 
mischiefs  strong  and  sturdy.  But  this  order  shall  be  accursed  of  all  wise  men, 
and  Christ's  faithful.  They  shall  cease  from  all  labour,  and  give  themselves 
over  unto  idleness,  choosing  rather  to  live  through  flattery  and  begging.  More- 


over they  shall  altogether  study  how  they  may  perversely  resist  the  teachers 
of  the  truth,  and,  with  the  mighty,  kill  them  ;  how  to 


seduce  and  deceive 
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0)  A  cmik  epithet  ii  here  omitted  ;  in  Latin,  "  itnrta  *t  |enr?.w—  F.o. 

{*)  '■  Dove«  "— '•  Turtle*,"  Edition  IMS.— Ed.        (3)  "  Orator*,"  "  tnakpn  of  pra.rer,"  Idem. 

(4)  "  Mcintalncr*,"  Sic.  "curiou*  in  men'*  f»u!W,"  Idem. 

(51  "  heretical  pnuily,"     Here* tea,'  Idem. 

A  A  't 


A.  I). 
1220. 


the  nobility,  for  the  necessity  of  their  living,  and  pleasures  of  this  world:  Heir) 
for  the  devil  will  graft  in  them  four  principal  vices;  that  is  to  say,  flattery  llL 
envy,  hypocrisy,  and  backbiting.  Flattery,  that  tbey  may  have  large  gift*  " 
given  them.  Envy,  when  they  see  gifts  given  to  others,  and  not  to  them. 
Hypocrisy,  that  by  false  dissimulation  they  may  please  men.  Backbiting,  that 
they  may  extol  and  commend  themselves  and  dispraise  others,  for  the  praise 
of  men,  and  seducing  of  the  simple.  Also  they  shall  instantly  preach,  but 
without  devotion  or  example  of  the  martyrs;  and  shall  report  evil  of  secular 
princes,  taking  away  the  sacraments  of  the  church  from  the  true  pastors, 
receiving  alms  of  the  poor,  diseased,  and  miserable;  and  also  associating 
themselves  with  the  common  people,  having  familiarity  with  women,  instruct- 
ing them  how  they  may  deceive  their  husbands  and  friends  by  their  flattery 
and  deceitful  words,  and  rob  their  husbands  to  give  it  unto  them,  for  they  will 
take  all  these  stolen  and  evil-gotten  goods,  and  say,  "  Give  it  unto  us,  and  we 
will  pray  for  you;"  so  that  they,  being  curious  to  hide  other  men's  faults,  do 
utterly  forget  their  own.  Ana  alas,  they  will  receive  all  things  of  rovers, 
pickers,  spoilers,  thieves,  and  robbers ;  sacrilegious  persons,  usurers,  and 
adulterers ;  heretics,  schismatics,  apostates,1  noblemen,  perjurers,  merchants, 
false  judges,  soldiers,  tyrants,  princes  living  contrary  to  the  law,  and  of  many 
perverse  and  wicked  men,  following  the  persuasion  of  the  devil,  the  sweetness 
of  sin,  a  delicate  and  transitory  life,  and  satiety  even  unto  eternal  damnation. 

All  these  things  shall  manifestly  appear  in  them  unto  all  people,  and  they, 
day  by  day,  shall  wax  more  wicked  ana  hard-hearted :  and  when  their  wicked- 
ness and  deceits  shall  be  found  out,  then  shall  their  gifts  cease,  and  they  shall 
go  about  their  houses  hungry,  and  as  mad  dogs  looking  down  upon  the  earth, 
and  drawing  in  their  necks  as  doves,*  that  they  might  be  satisfied  with  bread. 
Then  shall  the  people  cry  out  upon  them :  "  Woe  be  unto  you,  ye  miserable 
children  of  sorrow !  the  world  hath  seduced  you,  and  the  devil  hath  snaffled 
your  mouths  ;  your  flesh  is  frail,  and  your  hearts  without  savour;  your  minds 
nave  been  unstedfast,  and  your  eyes  delighted  in  much  vanity  and  folly ;  your 
dainty  bellies  desire  delicate  meats ;  your  feet  are  swift  to  run  unto  mischief. 
Remember  when  you  were  apparently  blessed,  yet  envious ;  poor  in  sight,  but 
rich;  simple  to  see  to,  but  mighty  flatterers,  unfaithful  betrayers,  perverse 
detractors,  holy  hypocrites,  subverters  of  the  truth,  overmuch  upright,  proud, 
shameless,  unstedfast  teachers,  delicate  martyrs,  confessors  for  gam ;  meek, 
but  slanderers  ;  religious,  but  covetous ;  humble,  but  proud ;  pitiful,  but  hard- 
hearted bars;  pleasant  flatterers,  peacemakers,  persecutors,  oppressors  of  the 

Kor,  bringing  in  new  sects  newly  invented  of  yourselves;  merciful  thought, 
t  found  wicked ;  lovers  of  the  world,  sellers  of  pardons,  spoilers  of  benefices, 
unprofitable  orators,*  seditious  conspirators,  drunkards,  desirers  of  honours, 
maintainers  of  mischief,*  robbers  of  the  world,  unsatiable  preachers,  men- 
p leasers,  seducers  of  women,  and  sowers  of  discord;  of  whom  Moses,  the 
glorious  prophet,  spake  very  well  in  his  song,  "  A  people  without  counsel  or 
understanding :  would  to  God  they  did  know  and  understand,  and  foresee  the 
latter  end  to  come."  You  have  builded  up  on  high;  and  when  you  could 
ascend  no  higher,  then  did  you  fall,  even  as  Simon  Magus,  whom  God  over- 
threw, and  did  strike  with  a  cruel  plague ;  so  you,  likewise,  through  your  false 
doctrine,  naughtiness,  lies,  detractions  and  wickedness,  are  come  to  ruin.  And 
the  people  shall  say  unto  them,  "  Go,  ye  teachers  of  wickedness,  subverters  of 
the  truth,  brethren  of  the  Shunamite,  fathers  of  heretical  pravity,*  false  apostles, 
which  have  feigned  yourselves  to  follow  the  life  of  the  apostles,  and  yet  ye  have 
not  followed  their  steps,  not  in  the  least :  ye  sons  of  iniquity,  we  will  not* follow 
the  knowledge  of  your  ways;  for  pride  and  presumption  hath  deceived  you, 
and  insatiable  concupiscence  hath  subverted  your  erroneous  hearts."  And  when 
you  would  ascend  nigher  than  was  meet  or  comely  for  you,  by  the  just  judg- 
ment of  God,  you  are  fallen  back  into  perpetual  opprobrium  and  shame 

This  Hildegard,  whose  prophecy  we  have  mentioned,  lived  about 
a.d.  1146,  as  we  read  in  Chronico  Martini. 


Digitized  by  Google 


356 


ERRONEOUS  OPINIONS   RESPECTING  THE  AI.BIGENSES. 


Hmrt      About  the  time  that  these  Franciscans  and  Dominic  Friars,  above 
IIL    mentioned,  begun,  sprang  up  also  the  Cross-bearers,1  or  Crutehcd 
A. D.  Friars,  taking  their  original  and  occasion  from  Innocent  III.;  which 
122x)-  Innocent  raised  up  an  army  (signed  with  a  cross  on  their  breast) 
to  fight  against  the  Albigcnses,  whom  the  pope  and  his  sect 
tux*"*   accounted  tor  heretics,  about  the  parts  of  Toulouse.    What  these 
Albigcnses  were,  it  cannot  be  well  gathered  by  the  old  popish  his- 
tories :  for  if  there  were  any  who  did  hold,  teach,  or  maintain  against 
the  pope,  or  his  papal  pride,  or  withstand  and  gainsay  his  beggarly 
traditions,  rites,  and  religions,  &c.  the  historians  of  that  time,  in 
writing  of  them,  do,  for  the  most  part,  so  deprave  and  misreport  them 
(suppressing  the  truth  of  their  articles),  that  they  make  them  and 

rint  them  forth  to  be  worse  than  Turks  and  infidels.  This,  as 
suppose,  caused  Matthew  Paris,  and  others  of  that  sort,  to  write  so 
of  them  as  they  did  :  otherwise  it  is  to  be  thought  (and  so  I  find  in 
some  records)  that  the  opinions  of  the  said  Albigenses  were  sound 
enough,  holding  and  professing  nothing  else,  but  against  the  wanton 
wealth,  pride,  and  tyranny  of  the  prelates,  denying  the  pope's  autho- 
rity to  have  ground  of  the  Scriptures  :  neither  could  they  away  with 
their  ceremonies  and  traditions,  as  images,  pardons,  purgatory  of  the 
Romish  church,  calling  them,  as  some  say,'  blasphemous  occupyings, 
&c.  Of  these  Albigenses  were  slain,  at  times,  and  burned,  a  great 
multitude,  by  means  of  the  pope,  and  Simon  Ecclesiasticus,  with 
others  more.  It  scemeth  that  tliese  Albigenses  were  chiefly  abhorred 
of  the  pope  because  they  set  up  a  contrary  pope  against  him  about 
the  coasts  of  Burgurorum:  for  the  which  cause  the  bishop  called 
Portinensis,  being  the  pope's  legate  in  those  quarters,  writcth  to  the 
archbishop  of  Rouen,  and  other  bishops,  as  hereunder  written.'-1 


(1)  The  Albigenses  have  been  represented  by  tome  author*  under  the  moit  revolting  colour*, 
and  have  been  accused  of  every  crime  against  religion,  morality,  and  social  order.  But  it  is  a 
singular  testimony  in  their  favour,  that  after  the  people,  designated  by  this  name,  had  continued 
to  attract  public  notice  by  their  opposition  to  the  church  of  Rome,  for  many  years,  and  when  Pope 
Innocent  111.  first  resolved  to  put  them  down  by  Arc  and  *word.  by  stirring  up  a  crusade  against 
them,  he  denounced  them  as  enemies  to  the  orthodox  faith,  and  inveterate  heretics,  but  made  no 
allusion  whatever  to  their  moral  turpitude ;  on  the  contrary,  he  spoke  of  their  professed  rectitude 
and  virtue.  Innocent  was  elected  pope  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1198.  In  the  April  of  that 
year  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  archbishop  of  Auch,  inviting  him  to  pursue  the  heretics  of  Gas- 
cony  and  the  neighbouring  regions  with  the  temporal  sword— "et  etiam  si  necesse  fucrit  per 
principes  et  popuium  eosdetn  facias  virtute  malerialis  gladii  coerceri,"— but  not  a  word  against 
their  moral  conduct.  In  the  same  month  and  year  Innocent  sent  another  letter  to  the  archbishop 
of  Aix,  and  letters  also  to  all  the  bishops  and  archbi»hops  of  the  south  of  Prance,  to  awaken  their 
teal  against  the  innumerable  adversaries  of  the  Romish  church  ("innumero*  populos")  who 
peopled  their  dioceses.  In  these  we  have  the  following  description  of  the  objects  of  his  displeasure  i 
"Uul.  Inlquitatem  suam  justitise  specie  palliantes,  ut  salutcntur  in  foro,  et  voccntur  ab  hominibtls 
Rabbi,  et  soli  recta  sapere  ac  Juste  vlvere  videantur,  magisterlum  eeclesia-  Roman*  rcfugium/'fte. 
See  Recueil  des  Hist,  des  Caulcs,  vol.  zix.  p.  3M ;  and  EpUt.  InnucerOll.  Ill  lib.  L  Ep.  SI, 
1M  — En. 

(2)  A  Letter  of  the  Hithnp  Portimentu  coneeruing  tie  Albifeniet.— "  Venerahilibus  patribus, 
Del  gratia  Rothoraagcnsi  archiepiscopo  et  ejus  suifraganeis  episcopis;  salutcm  in  Domino  Jesu 
Christo.  Dum  pro  sponsa  veri  crucifix!  vestrum  cogimur  auxilium  imploraxe,  potius  compelli- 
mur  laeerarl  singultibus  et  plorarc.  Kece  quod  vidimus  loquimur,  et  quod  scimus  testificamur. 
Ilk-  homo  pcrtlitus,  qui  cxtollitur  super  omne  quod  colitur,  aut  dicitur  Dcus,  jam  habet  perfidur 
sua-  preambulum  ha-reslarcham,  quein  lur reiki  Albigenses  papam  suum  Dominant,  habitantem 
finibus  Uurgarorum  et  Croatica-,  et  Dalroatue,  juxta  Hunganorum  nationem.  Ad  euro  confluunt 
humid  Albigcnses,  ut  ad  coram  cnnsulta  respondeat.  Et  enim  de  Carcasona  oriundus  \  ices 
illius  antipaps  gerens  Rartholomariis.  hstrellcomm  episcopus,  funeslam  ei  exhibendo  reveren- 
tiam,  sedem  et  locum  concessit  in  villa  qua;  Porlos  appellator,  et  seipaum  transtullt  in  partes 
Tholotana*.  Iste  Uartholonurus,  In  literarum  suarum  undique  discurrenlium  tenore,  sc  in  primo 
salutatiunls  alloqulo  lntitul.it  in  hunc  modum  :  Hartholomaeus  servus  servonim,  M.  sanclse 
fidei  salutcm.  Ipse  etiam  Inter  alias  enormitales  creat  episenpoe,  et  ecclesias  pertiile  ordinare  con- 
tendit.  Rogamus  igitur  attentiux,  et  per  aspersioncm  sanguinis  Jcsu  Chrlsli.  et  propensius  obse- 
cramus,  authoritate  domini  paiwr  qua  funglmur,  in  hac  parte  districte  pra*clpientes,  quatenus 
veniatis  Senonas  In  oct.  apnstnUirum  Petri  et  Paul!  proxlme  futuris,  ubi  et  alii  prclatl  Francitr, 


favente  Domino  congregsbuntur,  paratl  consilium  dare  in  negotio  prardicto,  et  cum  ahis  qui  ibidem 
•derunl  pmvidcre  s-jpt-r  negoiio  Alblgensi.  Alioqui  fnobedlentiam  vi-mani  domluo  papa:  curabi- 
tuui  signilicarl.    Datum  apud  Plauviim,  6,  nona*  JuhV 
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Forasmuch  as  mention  is  here  made  of  these  superstitious  sects  of  Hnry 
friars,  and  such  other  beggarly  religions,  it  might  seem  not  alto-  llL 
gether  impertinent,  being  moved  by  the  occasion  hereof,  as  I  have  A.  I), 
done  in  Hildegard  before,  so  now  to  annex  also  to  the  same,  a  certain 
other  ancient  treatise  compiled  by  Geoffcry  Chaucer,  by  the  way  of  a 
dialogue  or  questions,  moved  in  the  person  of  a  certain  uplandish  and 
simple  ploughman  of  the  country.    That  treatise,  for  the  same,  the 
author  entitled  Jack  Upland,  wherein  is  to  be  seen  and  noted,  to  all 
the  world,  the  blind  ignorance  and  variable  discord  of  these  irreligious  Thcbiimi 
religions,  how  rude  and  unskilful  they  are  in  matters  and  principles  of  rfMua* 
our  christian  institution,  as  by  the  contents  of  this  present  dialogue  dewibed- 
appearcth ;  the  words  whereof  in  the  same  old  English  wherein 
first  it  was  set  forth,  in  this  wise  do  proceed.    Wherein  also  thou 
mayest  see,  that  it  is  no  new  thing,  that  their  blasphemous  doings  have 
by  divers  good  men,  in  old  time  been  detected,  as  there  are  many  and 
divers  other  old  books  to  show. 


A  Treatise  of  Gcoffery  Chawcer,  intituled,  Jacke  Upland. 

I,  Jacke  Upland,  make  my  mone  to  very  God  and  to  all  true  in  Christ,  that  The  fruit* 
antichrist  and  his  disciples  (by  colour  of  holines)  walking  and  deceauing  Christes  "^"J1" 
church  by  many  false  figures,  were  through  (by  antechrist  and  hys)  many  ver- 
tues  bene  transposed  to  vices. 

But  the  fellest  folke  that  cuer  antechrist  found,  bene  last  brought  into  the  Antl- 
cburch  and  in  a  wonder  wise,  for  they  bene  of  diuers  sectes  of  antechrist,  sowne  £h™|  ■ 
of  diuers  countreys  and  kindreds.  And  all  men  knowne  well,  that  they  be  not 
obedient  to  byshops,  ne  liege  men  to  kinges :  neyther  they  tyllen,  ne  sowne, 
weden,  ne  repen,  woodc,  corne,  ne  grasse,  neither  nothing  that  man  should 
hclpe :  but  onely  themselues  their  lyues  to  sustayne.  And  these  men  han  all 
maner  power  of  God  as  they  seyn  m  heuyn  and  in  yerth,  to  sell  heuyn  and 
hell  to  whom  that  them  likcth,  and  these  wretches  wetc  neuer  where  to  bene 
themselfes. 

And  therefore  (frere)  if  thine  order  and  rules  bene  grounded  on  Goddys  law,  Patience 
tell  thou  me,  Jacke  Upland,  that  I  aske  of  thee,  and  if  thou  be,  or  thinkest  to  provcth 
be,  on  Christes  side,  keepe  thy  paciens.  trier " 

Saint  Paule  teacheth,  that  all  our  deedes  should  be  do  in  charite,  and  els  it  is  The  friar 
nought  worth,  but  displeasing  to  God  and  harme  to  our  owne  soules.    And  for  ™"^cr 
that  f re  res  challenge  to  be  greatest  elerkes  of  the  churche,  and  next  followingaecording 
Christ  in  liuing :  men  should  for  charite  axe  them  some  questions,  and  praye  them  to 
to  grounde  theyr  aunsweres  in  reason  and  in  holy  write,  for  els  their  aunswere  w 
woulde  nought  bee  worth,  be  it  florished  neuer  so  fayre :  and  as  methinke  men 
might  skilfully  axe  thus  of  a  frere  : — 

1.  Frere,  how  many  orders  be  in  erth,  and  which  is  the  perfitest  order?    Of  Friari 
what  order  art  thou  ?  who  made  thy  tie  order?  What  is  thy  rule  ?   Is  there  any  ™*5b£^ 
perfecter  rule  then  Christ  himsclfe  made  ?  If  Christes  rule  be  most  perfite,  why  God1*  Uw 
rulest  thou  thee  not  theraftcr?    Without  more  why,  shall  a  frere  be  more  than 
punished  if  he  brekc  the  rule  that  hys  patron  made,  then  if  he  breke  the  heestes 

that  God  hymselfe  made  ? 

2.  Approueth  Christ  any  more  religions  then  one,  that  S.  James  speaketh  There  !■ 
of  ?    If  ne  approueth  no  more,  why  hast  thou  left  his  rule  and  takest  an  other  ?  ^^"q 
Why  is  a  frere  apostata  that  leuyth  his  order  and  taketh  an  other  sect,  sith  there 

b  but  one  religion  of  Christ  ? 

3.  Why  be  ye  wedded  faster  to  your  habites  then  a  man  is  to  hys  wife  ?  ^frlar 
For  a  man  may  leaue  his  wife  for  a  yeare  or  two  as  many  men  done  :  and  if  bound  to 
you  Ieue  your  abite  a  quarter  of  a  yeare,  ye  should  beholden  apostatase.  than  the 

4.  Makith  your  habtte  you  men  of  religion  or  no  ?    If  it  do,  then  euer  as  it  mtn  ,0 
wereth,  your  religion  wercth,  and  after  that  your  habite  is  better,  your  religion  hl«  wife, 
is  better,  and  when  ye  haue  liggin  it  beside,  then  lig  ye  your  religion  beside  11 
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you,  and  byn  ye  apostatase :  why  bye  ye  you  bo  precious  clothes  ?  nth  m 
M-     st  ekith  such  but  for  vayne  glory,  as  S.  Gregory  say th. 
A-  What  betokeneth  your  great  hood,  your  scaplery,  your  knotted  girdle,  and 

1 220.  y°ur  wide  ^P6  ? 

5.  Why  use  ye  all  one  colour,  more  then  other  christen  men  do  ?  What 


Hijrioui  betokeneth  that  ye  bene  clothed  all  in  one  manor  of  clothing  1 
m  hii   '     If  ye  say,  it  betokenith  loue  and  charite,  certes  then  ye  be  oft  hipocritcs, 

Tttttth  wncn  aay  of  you  natetl1  otner>  ■nd  in  1081  ye  woole  045  "yd  boly  by  your 

*"otu'  clothing. 

hit  rell-       Why  may  not  a  frere  weare  cloathing  of  an  other  sect  of  freres,  sith  holiness 

HoUncM  *tondcth  not  in  the  clothes  ? 

of°«ii  hy-  6.  Why  hold  ye  silence  in  one  house  more  then  an  other,  sith  men  ought 
JJjjjSJ"    ouer  all  to  speke  the  good  and  leaue  the  euil  ? 

eth  in  Why  eate  you  flesh  in  one  house  more  then  in  an  other?  if  your  rule  and  your 
clothing,  order  be  perntc,  and  the  patron  that  made  it  ? 

tttni°»B-  7.  Why  gete  ye  your  dispensations  to  hauc  it  more  esy  ?  Certes,  other  it 
poarance.  seemeth  that  ye  be  un  perfite,  or  he  that  made  it  so  hard,  that  ye  may  not  hold 
ah  ftiai»  it ;  And  seker,  if  ye  holde  not  the  rule  of  your  patrons,  ye  be  not  then  her  freres, 

SSSSI       and  so  ye  lye  upon  your  selues. 

Fmr»  be  8.  Why  make  ye  you  as  dede  men  when  ye  be  professed,  and  yet  ye  be  not 
dead  men  dede,  but  more  quicke  beggers  then  ye  were  before  ?  And  it  seemeth  euil  a 
be/gar/  dede  man  to  goe  about  and  begge. 

9.  Why  will  ye  not  suffer  your  nouices  heare  your  councels  in  your  chapter 


house  ere  that  they  hauc  bene  professed,  if  your  counsels  byn  true  and 
Gods  law  ? 

Gram  10.  Why  make  ye  you 'so  costly  houses  to  dwell  in?  sith  Christ  did  not  so, 
K'rome  and  dede  men  should  haue  but  graues,  as  falleth  it  to  dead  men,  and  yet  ye 
a-^'noT h*ue  more  courte8  then  many  lordes  of  England :  for  ye  mowe  wenden  through 
courtly  the  realme,  and  each  night  well  nigh  lyg  in  your  owne  courts,  and  so  mow  but 
boukca.    right  few  lordes  do. 

11.  Why  hyre  ye  to  ferme  your  limitors,  geuing  therefore  ech  yeare  a  ccr- 

tayne  rent,  and  will  not  suffer  one  in  an  others  limitation,  right  as  ye  were 

your  selfes  lordes  of  coun treys  ? 
Prian  not     Why  be  ye  not  under  your  bishops  visitations,  and  liege  men  to  our  king  ? 
the  kinif/a     Why  axe  ye  no  letters  of  brother  beds  of  other  mens  prayers,  as  ye  desire 
V^rT0"-  that  other  men  shoulde  aske  letters  of  you  ? 

need  on  If  your  letters  be  good,  why  graunt  ye  them  not  generally  to  all  manor  of 
mcn  *     men  for  the  more  charitie  ? 

KiarT'  12.  Mow  ye  make  any  man  more  perfite  brother  for  your  prayers  then  God 
rreaier  hath  by  our  beleeue  ?  By  our  baptisme  and  his  own  graunt  ?  If  ye  mow, 
gjfgg  certes  then  ye  be  aboue  God. 

o  unchs-     Why  make  ye  men  beleue  that  your  golden  trentall  song  of  you,  to  take 
frian!?     therefore  ten  shillings,  or  at  the  least  five  shillings,  wole  bring  soules  out  of  hel, 
or  out  of  purgatory  ?    If  this  be  soth,  certes  ye  might  bring  al  soules  out  of 
payne,  ana  that  wull  ye  nought,  and  then  ye  be  out  of  charitie. 

13.  Why  make  ye  men  beleue  that  he  that  is  buryed  in  your  habite  shall 
neuer  come  in  hell,  and  ye  wyte  not  of  your  selfe  whether  ye  shall  to  hell  or 
no  ?  and  if  this  were  sothe,  ye  shuld  sell  your  hye  houses  to  make  many  habites 
for  to  saue  many  mens  soules. 
Friars  14.  Why  steale  ye  mens  children  for  to  make  hem  of  your  sect,  sith  that  theft 
is  against  Gods  hestes,  and  sith  your  sect  is  not  perfite  ?  ye  know  not  whether 
the  rule  that  ye  bynde  hym  to,  be  best  for  him  or  worst 

15.  Why  underneme  ye  not  your  brethren  for  their  trespas  after  the  law  of 
the  gospell,  sith  that  underneming  is  the  best  that  may  be  f  But  ye  put  them 
in  prison  oft  when  they  do  after  God's  law,  and  by  Saint  Augustines  rule,  if 
Shrift  a.-,  j  anyo  did  amisac  and  would  not  amend  him,  ye  should  put  hym  from  you. 

of  c  " 


■teal 

inrn'a 


1 6.  Why  couctc  ye  shrifte  and  burying  of  other 

other  sacrament  that  falleth  to  christen  folke  ? 

gainful        Why  bussy  ycc  not  to  here  to  shrift  of  pore  folk  as  wel  as  of 

than  the  Jadyes  ?  sith  they  mowe  haue  more  plenty  of  shrift  " 
minl«tcT-  _  _  r  * 

faigorthe  mow« 

aaera-  Why  sny  ye  not  the  gospell  in  howses  of  bededred  men,  as  ye  do  in  riche 
*n*nU     mens  that  mow  go  to  churche  and  heare  the  gospell  ? 


fathers  then  poo  re  folkc 
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Why  couete  you  not  to  bury  poore  folke  Among  you?  sith  that  they  bene  Henry 

ost  holy  (as  ye  fayne  that  ycc  bcene  for  your  pouerty.)  in- 

17.  Why  will  ye  not  be  at  her  diriges  as  ye  have  bene  at  rich  mens?  sithe  A  jj 

God  prayseth  him  more  then  he  doth  other  men.  1220, 

What  is  thy  prayer  worth  ?  sithe  thou  wilt  take  therefore,  for  of  all  chapmen 

.  i..     i  '    »  _.•    r__  J  J      •  • 


ye  nede  to  be  most  wise  for  dread  of  simonie. 

What  cause  hast  thou  that  thou  wilt  not  preach  the  gospell,  as  God  say th  t* Ju "° 
that  thou  shouldst?  sith  it  is  the  best  lore  and  also  our  beleue.  smith  my 

Why  be  ve  evil  apayd  that  secular  priests  shuld  preach  the  gospell?  sith  £jj£w 
God  himselfr  hath  bodden  hem.  Theae  tw 

18.  Why  hate  ye  the  gospell  to  be  preached,  sithe  ve  be  so  much  hold  *£»t 
therto  ?    For  ye  wyn  more  by  yere  with  *  In  Ptincipio,'  then  with  all  the  rules  em« 
that  euer  your  patrons  made,  and  in  this  minstrels  bene  better  then  ye,  for  they  «»>em- 
contrarien  not  to  the  mirthis  that  they  maken,  but  ye  contrarien  the  gospell  Jenifer 
both  in  word  and  deede.  othrrmeu 

19.  Frere,  when  thou  receuest  a  peny  for  to  say  a  Masse,  whether  sellest  thou  th*tH 
Gods  body  for  that  peny,  or  thy  prayer,  or  else  thy  trauell  ?    If  thou  say  est  *£)J  ww 
thou  wolt  not  trauell  for  to  say  the  mass,  but  for  the  peny,  that  certes  if  this  be  geimh 
soth,  then  thou  louest  to  little  mede  for  thy  soule,  and  if  thou  sellest  Gods 

body,  other  thy  prayer,  then  it  is  very  simonie,  and  art  become  a  chapman  Pio,'  aiid 
worse  then  Judas  that  solde  it  for  thirty  pence.  yet  hat «h 

20.  Why  writest  thou  her  names  in  thy  tables  that  yeueth  the  mony?  sith  j^, 
God  knoweth  all  tiling :  for  it  scemeth  by  thy  writing,  that  God  would  not  Judas, 
Teward  him,  but  thou  write  in  thy  tables ;  God  wold  els  forgetten  it  ""ncr'iut 

Why  bearist  thou  God  in  honde  and  sclaundrest  hym  that  he  begged  for  hys  th"">riftt 
meet?  sithe  he  was  Lorde  ouer  aU,  for  then  had  he  bene  unwyse  to  haue  begged,  *"»<»  friar 
and  haue  no  neede  thereto  ?  %rn%UJ- 

Frere,  after  what  law  rulcst  thou  thee  ?    Where  findest  thou  in  Gods  law  aeUeth 
that  thou  shouldest  thus  beg  ?  SHm- 

21.  What  maner  men  necdeth  for  to  beg  ?  writeth" 
For  whom  oweth  such  men  to  bee?  becauao 
Why  beggest  thou  so  for  thy  brethren  ?  jetteSu" 
If  thou  saycst,  for  they  haue  neede,  then  thou  doest  it  for  the  more  perfec- 
tion, or  els  for  the  lest,  or  els  for  the  meane.  If  it  be  the  most  perfection  of  all, 

then  should  al  thy  brethren  do  bo,  and  then  no  man  needed  to  beg  but  for  him- 

selfe,  for  so  should  no  man  beg  but  him  neded.  And  if  it  be  the  lest  perfection, 

why  louest  thou  then  other  men  more  then  thy  self?    For  so  thou  art  not  wel 

in  charitie,  sith  thou  shouldst  scekc  the  more  perfection  after  thy  power,  liuing 

thy  selfe  most  after  God.    And  thus  leauing  that  imperfection  thou  shouldest  Bettfr  to 

not  so  beg  for  them.    And  if  it  is  a  good  meane  thus  to  beg  as  thou  doest,  then  ubour 

should  no  man  do  so,  but  they  bene  in  this  good  meane,  and  yet  suche  a  meane  •ml  (five, 

E minted  to  you  may  neuer  be  grounded  on  Gods  law ;  for  then  both  lerid  and  i0li*"r^nj 
wd  that  bene  in  meane  degre  of  this  world,  shoulde  goe  about  and  beg  as  ye  beg,  Jim- 
do.    And  if  all  shoulde  doe  so,  certes  well  nigh  all  the  world  should  goe  about ,er  Fri'r- 
and  beg  as  ye  done,  and  so  should  there  be  ten  beggers  against  one  yeuer. 

Why  procurest  thou  men  to  yeue  thee  their  almes,  and  sayest  it  is  so  neede- 
full,  and  thou  wilt  not  thyselfe  wynne  thee  that  mede  ? 

22.  Why  wilt  not  thou  beg  for  poore  bedrcd  men  that  bene  poorer  then  any 
of  youe  sect  ?  That  liggen  and  mow  not  goe  about  to  helpe  himselfes,  sith  we  be 
all  brethren  in  God,  and  that  bretherhed  passeth  any  other  that  ye  or  any  man 
coulde  make,  and  where  most  neede  were,  there  were  most  perfection,  either 
els  ye  hold  them  not  your  pure  brethren,  but  worse,  but  then  ye  be  unperfit 
in  your  begging. 

Why  make  ye  so  many  maysters  among  you?  sithe  it  is  agaynst  the  teaching 
of  Christ  and  his  apostle  ? 

23.  Whose  bene  all  your  rich  courtes  that  ye  han,  and  all  your  rich  juells  ? 
sithe  ye  seyne  that  ye  han  nought  nc  in  proper  ne  in  common.  If  ye  sayne 
they  bene  "the  popes  ?  why  gether  ye  then  of  poore  men  and  lords  so  much  out 
of  the  kinges  hand  to  make  your  pope  richer    And  sithe  ye  sayne  that  it  is 

great  perfection  to  have  nought  in  proper  ne  in  commcn  ?  why  be  ye  so  fast  n/mcn" 
about  to  make  the  pope  that  is  your  father  rich,  and  put  on  him  imperfection  ?  to  make 
sithen  ye  sayne  that  your  goodes  bene  all  hys,  and  he  should  by  reason  be  the  JS***' 
moat  perfite  man,  it  seemeth  openlicb  that  ye  ben  cursed  children  so  to 
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aclaunder  your  father  and  make  hym  imperfect.    And  if  ye  aayne  that  the 
111  ■    goodes  be  yours,  then  do  ye  ayenst  your  rule,  and  if  it  be  not  ayenst  your  rule, 
.  .»    then  might  ye  haue  both  plough  and  cart,  and  labour  as  other  good  men  done, 
.         Hn<*  not  80  to       Dy  losengcry,  and  idle  as  ye  done.    If  ye  say  that  it  is  more 
_"_  perfection  to  beg,  then  to  trauell  or  to  worch  with  your  hand,  why  preach  ye 
if  it  be    not  openly  and  teach  all  men  to  doe  so?  sithe  it  is  the  best  and  most  pcrfite 
iiontoCbe       to  tne  belpe  °f         »oules,  as  ye  make  children  to  beg  that  might  haue 
rich.  *>hy  bene  riche  hey  res. 

/rari'de      Why  make  ye  not  your  festcs  to  poore  men  and  yeueth  hem  ycftcs,  as  ye 
lir/to  6  done  to  the  rich  ?  aith  poore  men  han  more  nede  then  the  rich, 
make  the     What  betokcneth  that  ye  go  tweyne  and  tweyne  together?    If  ye  be  out  of 
fecff P**"  charitie,  ye  accord  not  in  soule. 

Why  beg  ye  and  take  salaries  thereto  more  then  other  priestes?  sith  he  that 
most  taketh,  most  charge  hath. 
If  Fran-  24.  Why  hold  ye  not  S.  Frauncis  rule  and  his  testament  ?  sith  Frauncis  sayth, 
be  corf"  t'iat  shewed  him  Uiis  liuing  and  this  rule :  and  certes  if  it  were  Gods  will, 
trar>  to  the  pope  might  not  fordoe  it ;  or  els  Frauncis  was  a  Iyer  that  sayd  on  this  wise. 
ChrUt't  And  but  this  testament  that  he  made  accorde  with  Gods  will,  or  else  erred  he 
j£*l"t"  is  a  Iyer  that  were  out  of  charitie :  and  as  the  law  saith,  he  is  cursed  that 
then  la  letteth  the  rightfull  last  will  of  a  dead  man.  And  this  testament  is  the  last  will 
Fraaci*    cf  Fraunces  that  is  a  dead  man :  it  seemeth  therefore  that  all  hia  freres  bene 

accunea.  ,  ' 

cursed. 

He  that      25.  Why  will  you  not  touch  no  coyned  mony  with  the  crosse,  ne  with  the 

holy"™  ^"S9  ned»  M  Xe  done  0,her  Juels  botl1  of  8oId  siluer  ?  Ceriet  >f  ye  despise 
hand  than  the  crosse  or  the  kinges  hed,  then  ye  be  worthy  to  be  despised  of  God  and  the 
in  heart,  ting ;  and  sith  ye  will  receiue  mony  in  your  harts,  and  not  with  your  handes, 
it  seemeth  that  ye  holde  more  holmes  in  your  hands  then  in  your  hartea,  and 
then  be  false  to  God. 
26.  Why  haue  ye  exempt  you  from  our  kinges  lawes  and  visiting  of  our 


i^m*cirPt  by'hops  more  then  other  christen  men  that  linen  in  this  realm,  if  ye  be  not 


froru  the  gdty  of  traitory  to  our  realme,  or  trespassers  to  our  byshops  ?  But  ye  will  haue 
J»»»  °t    the  kinges  lawes  for  the  trespasse  do  to  you,  and  ye  wyll  haue  power  of  other 


line 


'Ueth*  hyshops  more  then  other  priestes,  and  also  haue  leauc  to  prison  your  brethren, 
•f me-  as  lordes  in  your  courtes,  more  then  other  folkes  han,  that  bene  the  kinges 
*°n-        liege  men. 

Friars  an  27.  Why  shall  some  sect  of  your  freres  pay  eche  a  yeare  a  certayne  to  her 
gcnerall  prouinciall  or  minister,  or  els  to  ner  souereignes  ?  but  if  he  stealc  a 

Uuevet.  certayne  number  of  children  (as  some  men  sayne)  and  certes  if  this  be  sothe, 
then  ye  be  constreined  upon  a  certayne  payne  to  do  theft  agaynst  Gods 
commandment,  '*  Non  furtum  facies." 

Work*  or     28.  Why  be  ye  so  hardy  tograunt  by  letters  of  fratemitie  to  men  and  women, 

rltk,™"*  ^iat         8^  nauc  P*"*  alM*  me"te  °f  a"  >'our  8°°^  d^**;  and  }'*  *i**en 
0  '     neuer  whether  God  be  apayd  with  your  dedes  because  of  your  sinne?   Also  ye 

witten  neuer  whether  that  man  or  woman  be  in  state  to  be  saued  or  damned, 

then  shall  he  haue  no  merite  in  heuyn  for  hys  owne  dedet  ne  for  none  other 

Gnd  is  the  mans.    And  all  were  it  so,  that  he  should  haue  part  of  your  good  dedes :  yet 

nlUrt  and  8nuJd  he  naue  no  more  tnen  God  woulde  geue  him  after  that  he  were  worthy, 


reward,  and  so  mich  shall  ech  man  haue  of  Gods  yeft  without  your  limitation.  But  "if 
fhe  frUr.  ye  will  sny  that  ye  bene  Gods  fellowes,  and  that  he  may  not  doe  without  your 

assent,  then  be  ye  blasphemers  to  God. 
Friart  29.  Whut  betokenetn  that  ye  haue  ordeyned,  that  when  such  one  as  ye  haue 
pny "but  madc  )'uxa  brother  or  sister,  and  hath  a  letter  of  your  scale,  that  letter  m ought 
tot  them  be  brought  in  your  holy  chapter  and  there  be  rad,  or  els  ye  will  not  praye  for 
Uw!rlfrof  n""*  **n<*  DUt  ye  w>uen  praye  especially  for  all  other  that  were  not  made  your 
teAlity™"  brethren  or  sistrcn,  then  were  ye  not  in  right  charitie,  for  that  ought  to  be 

commen,  and  namely  in  ghostly  thinges. 

30.  Frerc,  what  charitie  is  this,  to  ouercharge  the  people  by  mighty  begging 
under  color  of  preaching  or  praying,  or  masses  singing  T  aith  holy  write  biddeth 
not  thus,  but  euen  the  contrary  :  for  alt  such  ghostly  dedes  •huld  be  done  freely, 
as  God  ycucth  them  freely  ? 

31.  Frerc,  what  charitie  is  this  to  beguile  children  or  they  commen  to  discre- 
tion, and  bynde  hym  to  your  orders  that  byn  not  grounded  in  Gods  law  against 
her  frendea  will  f  nthen  by  this  folly  bene  many  apostataes,  both  in  wil  and  dede, 
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and  many  bene  apostataes  in  her  will  during  al  her  lyfe,  that  would  gladly  be  Htnry 

discharged  if  they  wist  how,  and  so  many  bene  apostataes  that  shoulden  in  other  lu- 

states  haue  byn  true  men.  »  U 

32.  Frcre,  what  charitie  is  this,  to  make  so  many  freres  m  euery  country  to  j  .yon 
the  charge  of  the  people,  sith  persons  and  vicares  alone,  ye  secular  priests 


alone,  ye  monks  and  chanons  alone,  with  bishops  aboue  them,  were  inough  to  Friar*  do 
the  church  to  doe  priestes  office.    And  to  adde  moe  then  inough  is  a  foulc  ",*k'„e$ 
error,  and  great  charge  to  the  people,  and  this  openly  agaynst  Gods  will  that  TWnum- 
ordayned  all  thinges  to  be  done  in  weight,  number,  and  measure.    And  Christ  bt;r  of 
himselfe  was  apayd  with  twelve  apostles  and  a  few  disciples,  to  preach  and  to  ^HUtou*, 
doe  priestes  office  to  all  the  whole  worlde,  then  was  it  better  do  then  is  now  ud  u 
at  this  tyme  by  a  thousand  dele.    And  right  so  as  foure  fingers  with  a  thumbe  a^1j^n,arj' 
in  a  mans  hand  helpeth  a  man  to  worch,  and  double  number  of  fingers  in  one  anger*  on 
hand  should  let  hym  more,  and  so  the  more  number  that  there  were  passing  the  one  hand, 
measure  of  Gods  ordinaunce,  the  more  were  a  man  letted  toworke  :  Right  so  (as 
it  aeemeth)  it  is  of  these  new  orders  that  ben  added  to  the  church  without 
grounde  of  holy  write  and  Gods  ordinaunce. 

33.  Frere,  what  charitie  is  this  to  the  people,  to  lye  and  say  that  ye  follow  8**  how 
Christ  in  pouerty  more  then  other  men  done,  and  yet  in  cunous  and  costly  MvM- 
howsing,  and  fine  and  precious  clothing,  and  delicious  and  liking  feeding,  and  lowetn 
in  treasure  and  iewels,  and  rich  ornamentes,  freres  passen  lordes  and  other  rich  {j}1,*1*1  *" 
worldly  men,  and  soonest  they  shoidd  bryng  her  cause  about  (be  it  neuer  so  r'ry^ 
costly)  though  Gods  la  w  be  put  abacke. 

34.  Frere,  what  charitie  is  this,  to  gather  up  the  books  of  holy  write,  and  Friar*  are 
put  hem  in  trcasory,  and  so  emprison  them  from  secular  priestes  and  curates,  j^J^'if 


and  by  this  cautel  let  hem  to  preach  the  gospell  freely  to  the  people  without  prcachirl 
worldly  mede,  and  also  to  defame  good  priestes  of  heresie,  and  lyen  on  hem  ,h« 
openly  for  to  let  hem  to  shew  Gods  law  by  the  holy  gospell  to  the  christen  ** 
people? 

35.  Frere,  what  charitie  is  thys,  to  fayne  so  much  holines  in  your  bodely  What  ho- 
clothing  (that  ye  clepe  your  habite)  that  many  blynd  foolcs  desiren  to  die  therein  Hj^fA*. 
more  than  in  another :  and  also  that  a  frere,  that  leuith  his  habite  late  founden  c^t.  "  ' 
of  men,  may  not  be  assoyled  till  he  take  it  agayne,  but  is  apostata  as  ye  scyn,  and 
cursed  of  God  and  man  both  :  The  frere  beleueth  truth,  and  patience,  chastitie, 
meeknes  and  sobriety,  yet  for  the  more  part  of  his  life  he  may  soone  be  assoyled 

of  his  prior,  and  if  he  bring  home  to  his  house  mich  goad  by  the  yeare  (be  it 
neuer  so  falsi y  begged  and  pilled  of  the  poore  and  nedv  people  in  countries 
about)  he  shal  be  hold  a  noble  frere.    O  Lord  whether  this  be  charitie  ? 

36.  Frere,  what  charitie  is  this,  to  prease  upon  a  riche  man,  and  to  entice  him  to  Wfcf 
be  bury ed  among  you  from  hys  parish  church,  and  to  such  riche  men  geue  letters  ^'^*° 
of  fraternitie  confirmed  by  your  gcneralc  seale,  and  thereby  to  beare  him  in  hand  de.ire  to 
that  he  shall  haue  part  of  all  your  masses,  mattens,  preachinges,  fastinges,  Jjj^ rich 
wakinges,  and  all  other  good  dedes  done  by  your  brethren  of  your  order  (both  toM 
whiles  he  liueth,  and  after  that  he  is  dead)  and  yet  ye  wytten  neuer  whether  <■>  thste 
your  dedes  be  acceptable  to  God,  ne  whether  that  man  that  hath  that  letter  be  ttUrit*' 
able  by  good  liuing  to  receiue  any  parte  of  your  deedes,  and  yet  a  poore  man  (that 

J-e  wyte  well  or  supposen  in  certaine  to  haue  no  good  of)  ye  ne  geuen  to  such 
etters,  though  he  be  a  better  man  to  God  than  such  a  rich  man  :  neuerthelesse,  Friar*' 
this  poore  man  doth  not  retche  thereof.   For  as  men  supposen  suche  letters  and  J^fJJJ,, 
many  other  that  freres  behotten  to  men,  be  full  false  deceites  of  fryers,  out  of  deceit*, 
all  reason,  and  Gods  law  and  christen  mens  fayth. 

37.  Frere,  what  charitie  is  this,  to  be  confessours  of  lordes  and  ladies,  and  to  Friar*  de- 
other  mighty  men,  and  not  amend  hem  in  her  liuing,  but  rather  as  it  seemeth,  ,lr«  10 
to  be  the  bolder  to  pill  her  poore  tenauntes,  and  to  liue  in  lechery,  and  there  to  i^f" 
dwell  in  your  office  of  confessour  for  wynning  of  worldly  goodes,  and  to  be  confes- 
holde  great  by  colour  of  suche  ghostly  offices ;  this  seemith  rather  pride  of  freres,  *°n- 
than  charitie  of  God. 

38.  Frere,  what  charity  is  this  to  sayne,  that  who  so  liueth  after  your  order, 
liueth  most  perfitely,  and  next  followed)  the  state  of  apostles  in  nouertie  and 
penauncc,  and  yet  the  wisest  and  greatest  clerkes  of  you  wena  or  sed,  or  "j^. 
procure  to  the  court  of  Rome  to  be  made  cardinals  or  bishops  of  the  popes  ri»cc*  *ay 
chaplaines,  and  to  be  assoyled  of  the  vowe  of  pouertie  and  obedience  to  your  J^'^"* 
ministers,  in  the  which  (as  yc  sayne)  standcth  most  perfection  and  meritcs  of  another. 
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your  orders,  and  thus  ye  farcn  as  Phariseis  that  sayen  one  and  do  an  other  to 
itl-    the  contrary. 

j^Y)       Why  name  ye  more  the  patrone  of  your  order  in  your  Confiteor  when  ye 
I^'.jq    beginne  masse,  then  other  sayntes,  apostles,  or  martyrs,  that  holy  churche  hold 
— — -  more  glorious  then  hem,  and  clepe  hem  your  patrons  and  your  auowries. 

Frere,  whether  waa  S.  Frauncia  in  making  of  hys  rule  that  hoc  set  thine  order 
in,  a  foolc  and  a  Iyer,  or  else  wyse  and  true  ?    If  ye  sayne  that  he  waa  not  a 


foole,  but  wise ;  ne  a  Iyer  but  true :  why  shewe  ye  contrary  by  your_doyng  ? 

ye  sayde  thi 

made  waa  so  harde  that  ye  might  not  liue  to  hold  it  without  declaration  and 


whan  by  your  suggestion  to  the  pope  ye  sayde  that  your  rule  that  Fraunces 


dispensation  of  the  pope.  And  so,  by  your  deede  ne  lete  your  patrone  a  foole 
that  made  a  rule  so  harde  that  no  man  may  well  keepe,  and  eke  your  dede 
proueth  him  a  Iyer,  where  he  aaith  in  his  rule,  That  he  tooke  and  learned  it  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  For  how  might  ye  for  shame  pray  the  pope  undoe  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  bit,  as  when  ye  prayed  him  to  dispense  with  the  hardnes  of  your 
order? 

Frere,  whiche  of  the  foure  orders  of  frerea  is  best  to  a  man  that  knoweth  not 
which  is  the  best,  but  would  fay  tie  enter  into  the  best,  and  none  other?  If  thou 
I  ^  sayst  that  thine  is  the  best,  then  aayst  thou  that  none  of  the  other  is  as  good  as 
thine  ;  and  in  this  ech  frere  in  the  three  other  orders  wolle  say  that  thou  lyest, 
for  in  the  selfe  maner  eche  other  freere  wolle  say  that  hys  order  is  best  And  thus 
to  eche  of  the  four  orders  bene  the  other  three  contrary  in  this  poynt :  in  the 
which  if  anye  sayth  sooth,  that  is  one  alone,  for  there  may  but  one  be  the  best 
of  foure.  So  followeth  it  that  if  each  of  these  orders  aunswered  to  this  question 
Mm  n*  as  thou  doest,  three  were  false,  and  but  one  true,  and  yet  no  man  should  wyte 
one  «mT  wno  tnat  were-  And  thus  it  seemeth,  that  the  most  part  of  freeres  byn  or 
should  be  lycrs  in  this  poynt  and  they  should  aunBwere  thereto.  If  you  say 
that  an  other  order  of  the  freres  is  better  than  thine,  or  as  good ;  why  tooke 
ye  nat  rather  therto  as  to  the  better,  when  thou  mightst  haue  chose  at  the 
beginning.  And  eke  why  shouldest  thou  be  an  apostata  to  leaue  thine  order 
and  take  thee  to  that  is  better,  and  so  why  goest  thou  not  from  thine  order  into 
that? 

The  "Mir     Frere,  is  there  any  perficter  rule  of  religion  than  Christ  Gods  sonne  gaue  in 


UsndL*       E08^11  to  nis  Dretnren  •    ^  religion  that  Sainct  James  in  his 

pc'fmer  epistle  maketh  mention  of?  If  you  say  yes,  then  puttest  thou  on  Christ  (that 
th»n       is  the  wisdome  of  God,  the  Father)  unkunning,  unpower,  or  euil  will :  for  than 

SfiEj   ne  cou^  not  ma'tc  h"  ru^e  80  E00**  08  an  °*er  ^         And  so  he  had  unkun- 
hr  lesvcih  ning,  that  he  might  not  so  make  his  rule  so  good  as  an  other  man  might  and 
and°f"?    80  were  ^e  unmighty,  and  not  Goo,  as  he  would  not  make  his  rule  so  perfite 
i«,weth     as  an  other  did  his,  and  so  he  had  bene  cuil  willed,  namely  to  himselfe. 
u>«  other.     For  if  he  might,  and  could,  and  would,  haue  made  a  rule  perfite  without 
default  and  did  not,  he  was  not  Gods  Sonne  Almighty.    For  if  any  other  rule 
be  perfiter  then  Christes,  then  must  Chris  tea  rule  lack  of  that  perfection  by  as 
much  as  the  other  weren  more  perfiter,  and  so  were  default  and  Christ  had 
fayled  in  making  of  his  rule  :  but  to  put  any  default  or  failing  in  God  is  blas- 
phemic.  If  thou  say  thatChristi  rule,  and  that  religion  of  that  S.  James  maketh 
mention  of,  is  the  perfitest ;  why  holdcst  thou  not  thilke  rule  without  more.  And 
why  elepest  thou  the  rather  of  S.  Francis  or  S.  Dorninickes  rule  or  religion  or 
order,  then  of  Christes  rule  or  Christes  order  ? 

Frere,  canst  thou  any  default  assigne  in  Christs  rule  of  the  gospell  (with 
the  which  he  taught  al  men  sekerly  to  be  saued)  if  they  kept  it  to  her  ending  ? 
Dilemma.  If  thou  say  it  was  to  hard,  then  say  est  thou  Christ  lyed ;  for  he  sayd  of  his  rule: 
"  My  yoke  is  soft,  and  my  burthen  light"    If  thou  aay  Christes  rule  was  to 
light,  that  may  be  assigned  for  no  default  for  the  better  it  may  be  kept  If 
thou  sayest  that  there  is  no  default  in  Christes  rule  of  the  gospell,  sith  Christ 
himselfe  saith  it  is  light  and  easy :  what  neede  was  it  to  patrons  of  freres  to  adde 
more  thereto  ?  and  so  to  make  an  hardar  religion  to  saue  fryers,  then  was  the 
yjltn      religion  of  Christes  apostles  and  his  disciples  helden  and  were  saued  by.  But 
would  itt  if  they  wolden  that  her  freres  saten  aboue  the  apostles  in  heauen  for  the  harder 
he*Oie  ren{Pon  tnat  tne  kepen  here,  so  wold  they  sitten  in  heauen  aboue  Christ  him- 
*  selfe,  for  tliev  mo  and  straight  observaunccs,  then  so  should  they  bee  better  then 
Christ  himselfe  with  mischaunce. 

Go  now  forth  and  frayne  your  elerkes,  and  ground  ye  you  in  God'a  law,  and 
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gyf  Jack  an  aunswere,  and  when  ye  han  aasoiled  me  that  I  haua  aayd  sadly  Hemrg 

m  truth,  I  shall  soile  thee  of  thine  orders,  and  saue  thee  to  heauen.  BU. 

If  freres  kun  not  or  mow  not  excuse  hem  of  these  questions  asked  of  hem,  it  ~~ \~D~~ 
seemeth  that  they  be  horrible  gilty  against  God,  and  her  euen  chrisen.    For  J220 

which  giltes  and  defaults  it  were  worthy  that  the  order  that  they  call  theyr  — 

order  were  fordone.  And  it  is  wonder  that  men  sustayne  hem  or  suffer  hem 
lyue  in  such  maner.  For  holy  writ  biddeth,  that  "Thou  doe  well  to  the  meke, 
and  geue  not  to  the  wicked,  but  forbed  to  giue  hem  bread,  least  they  be  made 
thereby  mightier  through  you." 

After  these  digressions,  now  to  return  to  the  course  of  our  story 
again.    As  this  King  Henry  succeeded  King  John,  his  father,  so 
after  Innocent,  the  pope,  came  Honorius  HI,  a.d.  1216,  then  Gre- 
gory IX.,  a.d.  1227.    After  Otho,  the  emperor  (whom  the  pope  otho,  the 
had  once  set  up,  and  after  deprived  again,)  succeeded  Frederic  1 1.,  y^*, 
a.d.  1197,  as  it  is  partly  betore  touched.    In  the  days  of  these  StpZT 
kings,  popes,  and  emperors,  it  were  too  long  to  recite  all  that  th^pc. 
happened  in  England,  but  especially  in  Germany,  betwixt  Pope 
Honorius,  Gregory,  and  Frederic,  the  emperor ;  the  horrible  tragedy 
whereof  were  enough  to  fill  a  whole  book  by  itself.    But  still  we 
mean  (God  willing)  somewhat  to  touch  concerning  these  ecclesiastical 
matters,  first  beginning  with  this  realm  of  England. 

After  the  kingdom  of  England  had  been  subjected  by  King  John, 
as  hath  been  said,  and  made  tributary  to  the  pope  and  the  Romish 
church,  it  is  incredible  how  the  insatiable  avarice  and  greediness  of 
the  Romans  did  oppress  and  wring  the  commons  and  all  estates 
and  degrees  of  the  realm,  especially  beneficed  men,  and  such 
as  had  any  thing  of  the  church;  who,  what  for  their  domestical 
charges  within  the  realm,  what  for  the  pope,  what  for  the  legates,  what 
for  contributing  to  the  Holy  Land,  what  for  relaxations,  and  other 
subtle  sleights  to  get  away  their  money,  were  brought  into  such  slavery, 
captivity,  and  penury ;  that  whereas  the  king  neither  durst,  nor  misfit 
remedy  their  exclamations  by  himself :  yet,  notwithstanding,  by  his 
advice,  Simon  Montfort  and  the  earl  of  Leicester,  with  other  noble- 
men, not  forgetting  what  great  grievances  and  distresses  the  realm 
was  brought  into  by  the  Romans,  thought  to  work  some  way  how  to 
bridle  and  restrain  the  insatiable  ravening  of' these  greedy  wolves. 
Wherefore  they  devised  their  letter,  giving  strait  commandment 
to  the  religious  men,  and  to  such  as  had  their  churches  to  farm,  that 
henceforth  they  should  not  answer  the  Romans  on  account  of  such 
farms  and  rents  any  more,  but  should  pay  the  said  farms  or  rents 
unto  their  own  proctors  appointed  for  the  same  purpose ;  as  by  their 
writings  sent  abroad  to  bishops  or  chapters,  and  other  ecclesiastical 
houses,  may  appear,  in  this  form  and  effect  as  followeth. 

A  Complaint  of  the  Nobles  of  England  against  the  intolerable 
Covetousness  of  the  Pope  and  Prelates  of  Rome.1 

To  such  and  such  a  bishop,  and  such  a  chanter.    "All  the  university  and  a.d.  122s. 
company  of  them,  that  had  rather  die  than  be  confounded  of  the  Romans, 
wisheth  health.    How  the  Romans  and  their  legates  have  hitherto  behaved 
themselves  toward  you  and  other  ecclesiastical  persons  of  this  realm  of  England, 
it  is  not  unknown  to  your  discretions,  in  disposing  and  giving  away  the 


1 )  The  Latin  copy  of  thU  complaint  of  the  nohlee  of  En  g!  and  U  at  p.  71,  In  the  Edition  of  IMS. 
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nrnry    benefices  of  the  realm  after  their  own  lust,  to  the  intolerable  prejudice  and 
///.    grievance  both  of  you  and  all  other  Englishmen.  For  whereas,  the  collation  of 
~T~r    benefices  should  and  doth  properly  belong  to  you  and  other  your  fellow-bishop? 
l         (^ckwastical  persons),  they,  thundering  against  you  the  sentence  of  excorn- 

 !_  munication,  ordain  that  you  should  not  bestow  them  upon  any  person  of  this 

realm,  until  in  every  diocese  and  cathedral-church  within  the  realm,  five 
Romans  (such  as  the  pope  shall  name)  be  provided  for,  to  the  value  of,  every 
man,  an  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Besides  these,  many  other  grievances  the 
said  Humanists  do  inflict  and  infer,  both  to  the  laity  and  nobles  of  the  realm,  for 
the  patronages  and  alms  bestowed  by  them  and  their  ancestors,  for  the  susten- 
tation  of  the  poor  of  the  realm,  and  also  to  the  clergy  and  ecclesiastical  persons 
of  the  realm,  touching  their  livings  and  benefices.  And  yet  the  said  Romanists, 
not  contented  with  the  premises,  do  also  take  from  the  clergy  of  this  realm  the 
benefices  which  they  have,  to  bestow  them  on  men  of  their  own  country,  &c. 

Wherefore,  we,  considering  the  rigorous  austerity  of  these  aforesaid  Roman- 
ists, who,  once  coming  in  but  as  strangers  hither,  now  take  upon  them  not 
only  to  judge,  but  also  to  condemn  us,  laying  upon  us  unportable  burdens, 
whereunto  they  will  not  put  one  of  their  own  fingers  to  move ;  and  laying  our 
heads  together  upon  a  general  and  full  advice  had  among  ourselves  concern- 
ing the  same ;  have  thought  good  (although  very  late)  to  resist  or  withstand 
them,  rather  than  to  be  subject  to  their  intolerable  oppressions,  and  to  the  still 
greater  slavery  hereafter  to  be  looked  for.  For  which  cause  we  straitly  charge 
and  command  you,  as  your  friends  going  about  to  deliver  you,  the  church,  the 
king,  and  the  kingdom,  from  that  miserable  yoke  of  servitude,  that  you  do  not 
intermeddle  or  take  any  part  concerning  such  exactions  or  rents  to  be  required 
or  given  to  the  said  Romans.  Letting  you  to  understand  for  truth,  that  in  case 
you  shall  (which  God  forbid)  be  found  culpable  herein,  not  only  your  goods 
and  possessions  shall  be  in  danger  of  burning,  but  you,  also,  in  your  persons 
shall  incur  the  same  peril  and  punishment  as  shall  the  said  Romish  oppressors 
Thus  fare  ye  well. 


Cardinal 

Otho 


Example  Thus  much  I  thought  here  to  insert  and  notify  concerning  this 
ukTpart  matter,  not  only  that  the  foul  and  avaricious  greediness  of  the 
th'king  Romish  church  might  the  more  evidently  unto  all  Englishmen 
with  ib-  appear ;  but  that  they  may  learn  by  this  example  how  worthy  they 
be  so  to  be  served  and  plagued  with  their  own  rod,  who,  before,  would 
take  no  part  with  their  natural  king  against  foreign  power,  by  which 
now  they  are  scourged. 

To  make  the  story  more  plain ;  in  the  reign  of  this  Henry  III. 
(who  succeeding,  as  is  said,  King  John,  his  father,  reigned  fifty-six 
years),  came  divers  legates  from  Rome  to  England.  First,  Cardinal 
Otho,  sent  from  the  pope  with  letters  to  the  king,  like  as  other 
letters  also  were  sent  to  other  places  for  exactions  of  money. 

The  king  opening  the  letters,  and  perceiving  the  contents,  answered, 
that  he  alone  could  say  nothing  in  the  matter,  which  concerned  all 
the  clergy  and  commons  of  the  whole  realm.    Not  long  after  a 
council  was  called  at  Westminster,  where  the  letters  being  opened, 
r^uKth  *ne  ^orm  was  'his:'  "  We  require  to  be  given  unto  us,  first,  of  all 
two  pre-  cathedral  churches  two  prebends,  one  for  the  bishops'  part,  the  other 
•hip."  in  for  the  chapter :  and  likewise  of  monasteries,  where  be  divers  portions, 
one  for  the  abbot,  another  for  the  covent :  of  the  covent,  so  much  as 
appertaincth  to  one  monk,  the  portion  of  the  goods  being  proportion- 
ally divided ;  of  the  abbot  likewise  as  much."    The  cause  why  he 
required  these  prebends  was  this:  "  It  hath  been,"  saith  he,  "  an  old 

(I)"  Petiraus imprimis  ab omnibus  ecclesil*  eathedralfbus dua»  nobis  prebends*  exhiberl, unam 
de  portione  episcopl,  et  alteram  de  capitulo  :  et  similiter  de  ctrnobils  ubi  diverse  sunt  portion?* 
abbatitet  convent  us;  a  conventions  quantum  pertinet  ad  unum  monachum,  *rquali  (Set*  distri- 
ct ab  abbale  tantuudem." 


every  ca- 
thedral 
cbuxch. 
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slander,  and  a  great  complaint  against  the  church  of  Rome,  tliat  it  n<»r, 

hath  been  charged  with  insatiable  covetousncss,  which,  as  ye  know,  is  IU' 

the  root  of  all  mischief,  and  all  by  reason  that  causes  be  wont  com-  A.I), 

monly  not  to  be  handled,  nor  to  proceed  in  the  church  of  Rome,  12~0, 


without  great  gifts  and  expense  of  money.    Whereof  seeing  the  Note  the 
poverty  of  the  church  is  the  cause,  and  the  only  reason  why  it  is  so  u!e*^'y 
slandered  and  evil  spoken  of,  it  is  therefore  convenient  tliat  you,  as  u 
natural  children,  should  succour  your  mother.    For  unless  we  should 
receive  of  you  and  of  other  good  men  as  you  are,  we  should  then  ™™y  °' 
lack  necessaries  for  our  life,  which  were  a  great  dishonour  to  our  «>UI,,rie,• 
dignity,"  &c. 

When  those  petitions  and  causes  of  the  legate  were  propounded,  in 
the  aforesaid  assembly,  at  Westminster  on  the  pope's  behalf  (the 
bishops  and  prelates  of  the  realm  being  present),  answer  was  made 
by  the  mouth  of  Master  John  Bedford  on  this  wise :  4  that  the  matter 
there  proponed  by  the  lord  legate  especially  concerned  the  king  of 
England,  but  in  general  it  touched  all  the  archbishops,  with  their  suf- 
fragans, the  bishops,  and  all  the  prelates  of  the  realm.  Wherefore, 
seeing  that  both  the  king,  by  reason  of  his  sickness,  was  absent,  and, 
also,  that  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  with  divers  other  bishops 
were  not  there,  therefore,  in  the  absence  of  them,  they  had  nothing 
to  say  in  the  matter,  neither  could  they  so  do  without  prejudice 
of  them  who  were  lacking." — And  so  the  assembly  for  tliat  time 
brake  up. 

Not  long  after,  the  said  Otho,  Cardinal  De  carcere  Tulliano,  a  council 
coining  again  from  Rome,  with  full  authority  and  power,  indicted  Hon  "lu 
another  council  at  London,  and  caused  all  prelates,  archbishops,  «*• 
bishops,  abbots,  priors,  and  other  of  the  clergy  to  be  warned  unto 
the  same  council,  to  be  held  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul's  at  London 
about  the  feast  of  St.  Martin.    The  pretence  of  this  council  was  for 
redress  of  matters  concerning  benefices  and  religion  ;  but  the  chief 
and  principal  intent  was  to  hunt  for  money :  for,  putting  them 
in  fear  and  in  hope,  some  to  lose,  some  to  obtain  spiritual  promotions 
at  his  hand,  he  thought  gain  would  rise  thereby,  and  so  it  did,  for  in 
the  mean  time  (as  Matthew  Paris,  in  his  life  of  Henry  III.,  writeth) 
divers  precious  rewards  were  offered  him  in  palfreys,  in  rich  plate  and 
jewels,  in  costly  and  sumptuous  garments  richly  furred,  in  coin,  in 
victuals,  *  'and  such  like  things  of  value  well  worthy  of  acceptation  ; 
wherein  one  endeavoured  to  go  beyond  another  in  munificence,  not 
considering,  by  means  of  the  servility  wherewith  they  were  oppressed 
of  those  popish  shavelings  and  shameless  shifters,  that  all  was  mere 
pillage  and  extortion.*    Insomuch  that  the  bishop  of  Winchester, 
(as  the  story  reporteth),  on  only  hearing  that  he  would  winter  in 
London,  sent  him  fifty  fat  oxen,  a  hundred  coombs  of  pure  wheat,  Gmt 
and  eight  tun  of  chosen  wine,  toward  his  housekeeping.    Likewise  J5**„r<lo 
other  bishops  also,  for  their  part  offered  unto  the  cardinal's  box  after  J^""11* 
their  ability. 

The  time  of  the  council  drawing  nigh,  the  cardinal  commanded,  at 
the  west  end  of  Paul's  church,  an  high  and  solemn  throne  to  be 
prejrared,  rising  up  with  a  glorious  scaffold  'upon  mighty  and  sub- 
stantial stages  strongly  builded,  and  of  great  height.    Thus,  against 

(1)  The**  wonU  on-  not  In  Uic  edition,  of  Kmc  prevkui  to  ISM.-Ev. 
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n<»ri  the  day  assigned,  came  the  said  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  and 
I    other  of  the  prelacy,  both  far  and  near  throughout  all  England, 
A.  D.  wearied  and  vexed  with  the  winter's  journey,  bringing  their  letters 
!  220^  procuratory ;  who  being  together  assembled,  the  cardinal  beginneth 
tio"a£ut      8ermon-    But  before  we  come  to  the  sermon,  there  happened 
is.ttiiiR  on  a  great  discord  between  the  two  archbishops  of  Canterbury  and 
bind  or*  York,  about  sitting  at  the  right  hand  and  the  left  hand  of  the 
the  c««u-  glorious  cardinal,  for  the  which  the  one  appealed  against  the  other. 
The  cardinal,  to  pacify  the  strife  between  them  both,  so  that  he 
would  not  derogate  from  either  of  them,  brought  forth  a  certain 
Paui St  kull  of  the  pope :  in  the  midst  of  which  bull  was  pictured  the 
.tandeth  figure  of  the  cross.    On  the  right  side  of  the  cross  stood  the 
riKhte     image  of  St.  Paul,  and  on  the  left  side  that  of  St.  Peter:  "  La," 
J'het^.        *ne  ^d"^  (holding  open  the  bull  with  the  cross),  "  here  you 
w5*  the  see      ^>e*er  on  *ne        band  of  the  cross,  and  St.  Paul  on  the 
*rri.bi-    right  side,  and  yet  is  there  between  these  two  no  contention,  for 
c&r-    both  are  of  equal  glory.    And  yet  St.  Peter,  for  the  prerogative  of 
unTtMtt  k*8  keV8>  and  ft"  the  pre-eminence  of  his  apostleship  and  cathedral 
hand,  and  dignity,  seemeth  most  worthy  to  be  placed  on  the  right  side.  But  yet 
b'Tfr'plV  because  St.  Paul  believed  on  Christ  when  he  saw  him  not,  therefore 
York  ib.  nath  he  the, right  hand  of  the  cross:  for  blessed  be  they  (saith  Christ) 
who  believe  and  see  not,"  &c.    From  that  time  forth  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  enjoyed  the  right  hand,  and  the  archbishop  of  York 
the  left ;  wherein,  however,  this  cardinal  is  more  to  be  commended 
than  the  other  Cardinal  Hugo  mentioned  a  little  before,  who,  in  a 
like  contention  between  these  archbishops,  ran  away. 

Thus,  the  controversy  having  ceased  and  been  composed  between 
these  two,  Otho  the  cardinal,  sitting  aloft  between  these  two  arch- 
bishops, beginneth  his  sermon,  taking  this  theme  of  the  prophet; 
Not*  the  "  In  the  midst  of  the  seat,  and  in  the  circuit  about  the  scat,  were 
ih'™^  rour  beast8  full  of  eyes  before  and  behind,"  &c.    Upon  this  theme 
pM-tap-  the  cardinal  proceeded  in  his  sermon,  sitting  like  a  god  in  the 
Sod,  hot  midst.    He  compared  those  about  him  to  the  four  beasts  about 
£5  ^J{:  the  seat,  declaring  how  they  ought  to  have  eyes  both  before  and 
hi'miLif*  behind ;  that  is,  that  they  must  be  provident  in  disposing  of  secu- 
lar things,  and  circumspect  in  spiritual  matters,  continuing  and 
Beiipture  joining  wisely  things  past  with  things  to  come ;  and  this  was  the 
applied,  greatest  effect  of  this  clerkly  sermon.    That  done,  he  giveth  forth 
certain  statutes  for  ordering  of  churches,  as  for  the  dedication  of 
temples,  for  the  seven  sacraments,  for   the  giving  of  orders,  for 
the  fanning  of  benefices,  for  collations  and  resignations  of  bene- 
fices and  vicarages,  priests,  apparel,  and  single  life,  for  eating  of 
flesh  in  religious  houses,  and  for  archdeacons,  bishops,  proctors, 
and  other  like  matters.    But  the  chief  intent  of  all  iiis  proceed- 
ing was  this,  that  they  should  be  vigilant,  provident,  and  circum- 
spect, with  all  their  eyes  (both  before  and  behind),  to  fill  the 
pope's  pouch,  as  appeared  not  only  by  this,  but  all  their  other 
travails  besides ;  insomuch  that  the  king,  dreading  the  displeasure 
of  his  commons  for  the  doings  of  the  legate,  willed  him  to  repair 
home  to  Rome  again,  but  yet  could  not  so  be  rid  of  him,  for  he, 
receiving  new  commandments  from  the  pone,  applied  his  harvest, 
still  gleaning  and  raking  whatsoever  he  might  scrape ;  writing  and 
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ding  to  bishops  and  archdeacons  in  the  form  and  tenor  as 
hereunder  followeth.1   — 


And  moreover,  note  again  the  wicked  and  cursed  trains  of  these 
Romish  rakehells,  who,  to  pick  simple  men's  purses,  first  send 


out  their  friars  and  preachers  to  stir  up,  in  all  places  and  coun-  ^„ythe 
tries,  men  to  go  fight  against  the  Turks :  whom,  when  they  have  JSg*" 
once  bound  with  a  vow,  and  signed  them  with  the  cross,  then  mUh  pre- 
send  they  their  bulls,  to  release  them,  for  money,  both  from  their  proctor 
labour  and  from  their  vow,  as  by  their  own  style  of  writing  is  »«y. 
hereunder  to  be  seen.* 

The  cause  why  the  pope  was  so  greedy  and  needy  of  money,  was 
this ;  because  he  had  mortal  hatred,  and  waged  continual  battle  at 
the  same  time  against  the  good  emperor,  Frederic  II.,  who  had  to 
wife  King  John's  daughter,  sister  to  King  Henry  III.,  whose  name 
was  Isabella.  Therefore,  because  the  pope's  war  could  not  be  sustained 
without  charges,  the  pope  was  the  more  importunate  to  take  money 
in  all  places,  but  especially  in  England ;  insomuch  that  he  shamed 
not  to  require  the  fifth  part  of  every  ecclesiastical  man's  living,  as  ruth  part 
Matthew  Paris  writeth.    And  not  only  that,  but  also  the  said  Pope  "p^uli 
Gregory,  conventing  with  the  citizens  of  Rome,  so  agreed  with  them,  m»n'» 
that,  if  they  would  join  with  him  in  vanquishing  the  aforesaid  Frederic,  given  to 
he  would  (and  so  did)  grant  unto  them,  that  all  the  benefices  in  tb" pope- 
England  which  were  or  should  be  vacant  (namely,  pertaining  to 
religious  houses),  should  be  bestowed  at  their  own  wdl  and  com- 
mandment on  their  children  and  kinsfolks.    Whereupon  it  followeth 
in  the  aforenamed  history,3  that  "  the  pope  sent  in  commandment  to  RoLm 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  four  other  bishops,  that  provision  the^t" 
should  be  made  for  three  hundred  Romans  in  the  chief  and  best  Jj^"* 
benefices  in  all  England  at  the  next  voidancc,  so  that  the  aforesaid  iwd- 
archbishop  and  bishops  should  be  suspended  in  the  mean  time  from 
all  collation  or  gift  of  benefices,  until  the  aforesaid  three  hundred 
were  provided  for    whereupon,  the  archbishop  at  that  time,  seeing  the 
unreasonable  oppression  of  the  church  of  England,  left  the  realm  and 
went  into  France. 

Again,  mark  another  similar  or  more  easy  sleight  of  the  pope  in  a  Romish 
procuring  money.  He  sent  one  Petrus  Rubeus,  at  the  same  time,  {Eepop? 
with  a  new  device,  which  was  this :  not  to  work  any  thing  openly,  *•  a*^ 

( 1 )  A  Letter  of  the  Cardinal  to  Bithnpt  and  Archdeaeont,  in  which  the  erntvrt  •/  the  Church  it  well 
applied. — '*  Otto  miacratione  divina,  if.  Discreto  viro  .V  epiacopo  \vl  .V.  archidiacono  salutctn. 
Cum  neccaac  habramus  de  mandato  sura  mi  pontificis  moram  trahere  in  Anglia  lonporvin,  nee 
pouimua  proprils  atipendlie  millure,  discretion? m  veatram  qua  fungimur  autoritate  rogatmu.  ut 
procuration**  Tobia  debltaain  epiecopatu,  vel  archidlaconatn  veatro  colligt  facialis  noatro 
diligenter,  eaa  quam  citrus  poteritia,  nobis  tranamiasuri,  contradictorej  per  ccnauram 
cam  compeacendo.    Proviso,  quod  quirlibet  procuratto  aummam  4.  marcarum 
excedat,  et  ubi  ana  ecclesia  non  sutflclet  ad  procurationem  hujuamodi  habend 
unam  aolvant.— Datum  Lond.  IS.  Kal.  Mar.  Pont.  D.  Gregor.  Pans  9." 

(2)  "  S.  epiaccpua  dilectla  in  Chriato  filila  omnibus  archidlaconla  per  dioresim  auam  eonstltutts, 
aalutem.  Litems  domini  legal i  auacepimua  in  ha-c  verba;  Otto  mlaeratione  dlvina,  &c.  Cum 
aicut  intellexiraua  nonnulli  cruce  aiguati  regni  Anglic,  qui  aunt  inhabiles  ad  pugnandum,  ad 
sedem  apoatoiieam  accedant,  ut  ibidem  a  voto  cruris  abaci  vi  valeant,  et  noa  nuper  rccepimui  a 
aummo  pontine?  in  mandatla,  ut  talcs  non  solum  abtolvere,  verum  et  ad  rcdimenda  vola  aua  [note 
the  atyle  of  Rome],  compcUere  debeamua,  volentea  eorutn  parcere  laboribua  et  expenala,  fra- 
terniiatem  veatram  qua  fungirour,  monomun,  quatenua,  partem  pnpdictam  a  aummo  pontifice 
nobia  conceeaam  facialis  in  noatria  dioceiibua  aine 

J^ia^forn^'^Du" tradium  ls^pturL-Datun 
Gregor.  9." 

(3)  "  Unde  infra  paueoadies  miait  Dom.  Papa  sacra  pnrccpta  aua  domino  Cant.  Archiep.  Elienal 
et  IJmcol.  et  Saliab.  eplaeopia,  ut  trecentia  Romania,  in  primia  beneficiis  vacantibua,  provide  rent, 

(  •  bentuciorum  collationc  donee  tot  < 


qualibet  publican,  ut  prefatt  cruce 
(turn,  pecuniar,]  beneflcium  super  his 
15.  kal.  Mart.  Pont.  D.  W.  Pap« 
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//«r»  but  privily  to  go  betwixt  bishop  and  bishop,  abbot  and  abbot,  &C;, 

 telling  in  their  ears,  such  a  bishop,  such  an  abbot,  hath  given  so  much 

A.  D.  and  so  much  unto  the  pope's  holiness,  "  trusting  that  you  also  will 
12~0,  not  be  behind  on  your  part,*"  &c.    By  means  of  this  it  is  incredible 

to  think  what  a  mass  of  money  was  made  out  of  the  realm  unto  the 

pope. 

At  length  the  aforesaid  bishops,  abbots,  and  archdeacons,  feeling 
their  own  smart,  came  to  the  king,  whose  father  before  they  did 
resist,  with  their  humble  suit,  lamentably  complaining  of  the  immea- 
surable exactions  of  the  pope,  and  especially  against  Petrus  Rubeus 
and  his  fellow,  Otto  the  legate;  desiring  the  king,  that,  seeing  the 
matter  touched  not  themselves  alone,  but  the  whole  church,  and 
seeing  the  valuation  of  churches  was  known  better  to  their  arcli- 
deacons  than  to  themselves,  therefore  they  desired  a  general  calling 
and  talk  to  be  had  in  the  matter.  In  the  octaves  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  the  day  and  place  were  assigned  when  and  where  they  should 
talk ;  at  which  day  and  place  the  prelates  of  England,  conventing 
together,  durst  not  give  any  direct  denial  of  that  contribution,  but 
after  a  modest  sort  did  insinuate  certain  exceptions  against  the  same. 

tion'^i  '*  MV'  ^at  f°ra«nuch  as  the  contribution  is  demanded  to  war  against 
icKcd  for  him  who  was  joined  by  matrimony  with  their  prince,  they  were  not  bound  so 
not  eon-    to  do. 

to'the1"'  '^nat  ^e       contribution  tended  to  the  shedding  of  christian  blood,  as 

the  form  of  the  bill  implied  an  intention  to  fight  against  the  emperor. 

III.  They  refuse  because  it  was  ngainst  the  liberty  of  the  church ;  for  so  it  is 
in  the  bill,  that  they  who  would  not  contribute,  should  be  excommunicated. 

IV.  Because  that  when  of  late  they  gave  the  tenth  part  of  their  goods,  it 
was  with  this  protestation,  that  they  should  contribute  to  the  pope  no  more 
hereafter. 

V.  Because  they  had  contributed  before ;  and  if  they  should  now  contribute 
again,  it  were  to  be  feared  lest  an  action  twice  done  should  grow  into  a  custom, 
as  is  in  the  law,  "  Lege  nemo,"  &c. 

VI.  For  so  much  as  they  shall  have  causes  continually  to  seek  to  Rome 
through  the  emperor  s  land ;  it  were  to  be  feared  lest  the  said  emperor  by  the 
way  would  work  their  annoyance.  ' 

VII.  Because  the  king  hath  many  enemies  abroad,  and  for  his  wars 
need  of  much  money  at  home,  it  is  not  convenient  that  the  goods  of  the 
should  be  alienated  out  of  the  realm. 

VIII.  Because  that  could  not  be  done  without  prejudice  to-  the  patrons  of 
their  churches,  not  knowing  whether  their  patrons  did  or  woidd  agree  unto  the 
same. 

IX.  Lastly,  because  they  hear  say,  that  the  general  state  of  the  church  is  in 
danger,  for  which  they  understand  there  shall  be  shortly  a  general  council, 
wherein  such  matters  shall  be  determined :  and.  therefore,  if  they  should  con- 
tribute now,  it  should  be  to  the  hinderance  and  damage  of  the  church. 

The  legate  and  his  fellow  hearing  these  allegations,  seeing  their 
own  confusion,  were  the  less  importunate. 

Not  long  after  this  followed  a  general  council  at  Lyons,  called  by 
Pope  Innocent  IV.,  in  which  council  the  English  nation  did  exhibit 
certain  articles  of  their  grievances  not  unworthy  to  be  known.1 

Articles  exhibited  in  the  Council  of  Lyons :  the  grievances  sustained 

from  the  Pope. 

I.  The  kingdom  of  England  is  grieved  that  the  pope,  being  not  contented 
with  his  Peter-pence,  requireth  and  extorteth  from  the  clergy  great  exactions 

(I)  "  Gravatux  rcpum  Anglto,  to  quod  Dm.  Papa  non  eat  contenlu*  lutxidio  Mo,  quod  vocatur 
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(and  more  is  likely),  both  without  the  consent  of  the  king,  and  against  the  Hr»r9 
customs  of  the  realm.  Hi- 
ll. The  church  and  kingdom  of  England  is  grieved,  'hat  tlie  patrons  of  the    7  q 
same  cannot  present,  as  they  were  wont,  unto  tlieir  chun  lies,  on  account  of  tlie  i.j.>0" 
pope's  letters :  but  the  churches  are  given  to  Romans  who  know  neither  the  — 
realm  nor  the  tongue  thereof,  both  to  the  great  peril  oi  souls,  and  robbing  away 
the  money  out  of  the  realm. 

III.  It  is  grieved,  for  that  the  pope,  promising  by  the  tenor  of  his  letters, 
that  in  requiring  of  pensions  and  provisions  in  the  realm  of  England,  he  would 
require  only  twelve  benefices,  now,  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof,  many  more 
benefices  and  provisions  are  bestowed  away  by  him. 

I V.  The  realm  is  grieved  and  complainctb,  that  in  the  benefices  in  England, 
one  Italian  succeedeth  another,  the  Englishmen  being  not  only  excluded,  but 
also  compelled,  for  the  determining  of  their  matters,  to  seek  to  Rome,  contrary 
both  to  the  customs  of  the  realm,  and  also  to  the  privileges  granted  by  the 

»e's  predecessors  to  the  king  and  kingdom  of  England. 


.  The  fifth  grievance  is,  for  die  oft  recourse  of  that  infamous  legate,  by  He  mean- 
hom  both  faith  and  fidelity,  tlie  ancient  customs  of  the  realm,  and  the  autho-  P" 


rity  of  old  grants,  statutes,  laws,  and  privileges,  are  embezzled  and  abrogated,  otho,  or 
whereby  an  infinite  number  in  England  be  grievously  afflicted  and  oppressed.  Jjaater 
VI.  The  said  realm  is  also  grieved  by  general  tallages,  collections,  and 


made  without  tlie  king's  consent ;  the  appellation  and  contradiction 
of  the  king's  proctors,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

VII.  The  aforesaid  realm  complainctb  and  is  grieved,  that  in  the  benefices 
given  to  Italians,  neither  the  old  ordinances,  nor  relief  of  thfc  poor,  nor  hospi- 
tality, nor  any  preaching  of  God's  word,  nor  care  of  men's  souls,  nor  service  in  The  Ba- 
the church,  nor  yet  the  walls  of  the  churches  be  kept  up  and  maintained,  as  the  Jjjjjjj!* 

equireth.    Over  and  above  these  afore-  38|  ib? 


manner  and  custom  of  the  same  realm  req 

said  grievances,  there  came,  moreover,  from  the  pope,  other  fresh  letters,  wij  of 
charging  and  commanding  the  prelates  of  England  to  find,  of  their  proper  costs  JJfejJg 
and  charges  for  one  whole  year,  some,  ten  armed  soldiers,  some  five,  some  pope, 
fifteen,  to  be  ready  at  the  pope's  commandment  where  he  should  appoint. 

After  these  and  other  grievances  and  enormities  of  Rome,  tlie 
states  of  England,  consulting  together,  direct  their  letters  to  the  pope, 
for  reformation  thereof.  First,  the  abbots  and  priors;  then,  the 
bishops  and  suffragans ;  afterwards,  the  nobles  and  barons ;  last  of  all, 
the  king  himself.  But  as  the  proverb  is,  "  Venter  non  habct  aures,"1 1 
so  the  pope's  purse  had  no  ears  to  hear.  And,  as  our  common  saving 
goeth,  "  As  good  never  a  whit,  as  never  the  better,"  so  went  it  with 
the  pope,  who,  not  long  after  the  same,  sent  for  new  tallages  and 
exactions  to  be  collected ;  which  thing  when  it  came  to  the  king's 
ear,  he,  being  moved  and  disturbed  vehemently  withal,  writeth  in  this 
wise  to  the  bishops  severally,  to  every  one  in  his  diocese.2 

The  Letter  of  King  Henry  III.  to  the  Bishops. 

Henry  III.,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  the  reverend  in  Christ,  the  bishop  of  Ring 
N — .    Whereas  we  have  heretofore  written  unto  you,  once,  twice,  thrice,  as  J*«Bi3r 
well  by  our  privy  seals,  as  by  our  letters  patent,  that  you  should  not  exact  or  niandcth 
collect  for  the  pope's  behalf,  any  tallage  or  other  help  of  our  subjects,  either  of  that  no 
the  clergy,  or  of  the  laity,  for  that  no  such  tallage  or  help  either  can  or  is  used  {*|*a"°r 
to  be  exacted  in  our  realm  without  the  great  prejudice  of  our  princely  dignity,  he  wut 
which  we  neither  will  nor  can  suffer  or  sustain  :  yet  you  contemning  and  vili-  to 
pending  our  commandment,  and  contrary  to  tlie  provision  made  in  our  last  p0,"' 
council  at  London,  granted  and  agreed  upon  by  our  prelates,  earls,  and  barons, 
have,  that  notwithstanding,  proceeded  in  collecting  the  said  your  taxes  and 
tallages.    Whereupon,  we  do  gready  marvel  and  are  moved,  especially  seeing 
you  are  not  ashamed  to  do  contrary  unto  your  own  decrees ;  whereas  you,  and 

(I)  The  French  aar.  "  Venire  a  flam*  na  point  d'nrciUen."- Ed. 

(»)  ■  Henricua  tertlua  Del  gratia,  4c,  venerabUl  in  Chilslo.  JV.  epiacopo  salutiro.    Licit  aliai 
trobia."  4c. 

VOL.  II.  B  B 
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ff#»r»  other  prelates  in  the  said  council,  in  this  did  all  agree  and  grant,  that  no  such 
'//■     exactions  should  be  hereafter,  until  the  return  of  our  and  your  ambassadors 
~~TT7    from  the  court  of  Home,  sent  thither  purposely  of  us,  and  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  reidni  for  the  same,  to  provide  redress  against  those  oppressions.  Where- 

12~0,  fore,  we  straitly  will  and  command  you,  that  from  henceforth  you  do  not  proceed 
anv  more  in  collecting  and  exacting  such  tallages  or  helps,  as  you  will  enjoy 
our  favour,  and  such  possessions  of  yours  as,  within  this  our  kingdom,  you  have 
and  hold.  And  if  you  have  already  procured  or  gathered  any  such  thing,  yet 
that  you  suiFcr  uot  the  same  to  be  transported  out  of  our  realm,  but  cause  it  to 
be  kept  in  safe  custody,  till  the  return  of  the  said  ambassadors,  under  pain  of 
our  displeasure  in  doing  the  contrary,  and  also  of  provoking  us  to  extend  our 
hand  upon  your  possessions,  further  than  you  will  think  or  Believe.  Moreover, 
willing  and  charging  you  that  you  participate  and  make  common  this  our 
inhibition,  with  your  archdeacons  and  officials,  which  we  here  have  set  forth  for 
the  liberties  of  the  clergy  and  of  the  people,  as  knoweth  God,  &c. 

At  length,  the  ambassadors  who  were  at  Rome  came  home  about 
the  latter  end  of  December,  bringing  word  that  the  pope,  hearing 
what  was  done  in  the  council  of  Winchester  and  by  the  king,  was 
Th«      greatly  displeased  with  him  and  the  realm,  saying,  "  Rex  Anglorum, 
q«i  jam  recalcitrat  et  fredcrisat,  suum  habet  consilium  ;  ego  vero  et 
arfmu»t    mcum  habeo,  quod  et  sequar,"'1  &c.    Whereupon,  when  the  ambas- 
sadors began  to  speak  in  trie  king's  behalf,  from  that  time  they  were 
half  counted  for  schismatics,  and  could  no  more  be  heard  in  the  court 
of  Rome.    The  king,  hearing  this,  was  marvellously  incensed  thcre- 
"tra'inJTh  with,  commanding,  by  general  proclamation  throughout  all  his  realm, 
uxeT^  '  *na^  no  man  sno1"^  hereafter  consent  to  any  tax  or  subsidy  of  money 
The  pope  for  the  court  of  Rome.    When  this  came  to  the  pope's  car,  upon  a 
wainit0"'  cruel  TiLSc  ue  directed  his  letters  to  the  prelates  of  England,  charging 
tue  king,  that  under  pain  of  suspense  or  interdiction,  they  should  provide  the 
same  sum  of  money  to  be  collected  against  the  feast  of  Assumption, 
the  charge  being  given  to  the  bishop  of  Worcester,  to  be  executor  of 
The  kins-  the  said  curse.   The  king,  who  lately  intended  to  stand  to  the  liberties 
to™{Teled  of  tnc  church,  now]  *°r  «"*  °f  tne  P°Pe>  ant*  partly  for  the  persua- 
"hc'  o    8'ons  °^  tne  8a^  manoP  °f  Worcester  and  other  prelates,  durst  not 
c  pop*'  stand  to  them,  but  gave  over.    Moreover  the  greedy  gulf  of  the 
Romish  avarice  waxed  so  immeasurable,  that  at  length  the  pope 
shamed  not,  upon  the  censure  of  his  curse,  to  ask  the  third  part  of 
The  pope  the  church  goods,  and  the  yearly  fruit  of  all  vacant  benefices.  The 
uwVhird  chief  doers  and  legates  in  England,  were  Otho,  Stephanus  Capellanus, 
p«rt  of    Pctrus  Rubens,  the  nuncio,  \lag.  Martin,  and  Mag.  Marinus,  Johannes 
church    Anglicus  Episcopus  Sabinensis ;  of  whom,  to  speak  further  (for  that 
r>0<u"     I  have  much  more  to  write),  I  think  best  for  the  present  to  defer, 
lest  in  opening  all  the  detestable  doings  and  pestilent  workings  of 
those  men,  I  might,  perhaps,  not  only  molest  good  cars,  but  also 
infect  the  air.    Yet  one  thing  concerning  the  said  Otho  I  cannot 
well  overpass. 

a  itory  of  This  Otho,  as  he  left  no  place  unsought,  where  any  vantage  might 
oThont  Dc  :  soi  amongst  all  others,  he  came  to  Oxford,  where  lying  in 
oxibxd.  the  house  of  Osney,  he  was  received  with  great  honour ;  the  scholars 
presenting  him  honourably  with  such  dishes  and  rewards  as  they  had, 
thinking  to  gratify  the  cardinal  after  the  best  manner.  This  being 
done  before  dinner,  and  the  dinner  ended,  they  came  reverently  to 
see  and  welcome  him,  supposing  that  they  also  should  again,  of  him, 
with  like  courtesy  be  entertained.    As  they  came  to  the  gate,  the 
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porter,  being  on  Italian,  with  a  loud  voice,  askcth  what  they  would 
have  ?   They  said,  they  came  to  see  the  lord  legate.    But  Cerberus,  _ 
the  porter,  holding  the  door  half  open,  with  proud  and  contumelious  A-  D« 
language  thrust  them  out,  and  would  not  suffer  them  to  enter.    The  122Q- 
scholars,  seeing  that,  by  force  thrust  open  the  gate  and  came  in ;  J**""** 
whom  when  the  Romans,  who  were  within,  would  have  repelled  with  n«e*cho- 
their  fists,  and  such  staves  as  they  had  in  their  hands,  they  fell  to  {£*r0°rd 
alarum  and  by  the  ears  together,  with  much  heaving  and  shoving,  J"Jgk 
and  many  blows  on  both  sides.    In  the  mean  time,  while  some  of  m^n."  " 
the  scholars  ran  home  for  their  weapons,  there  chanced  a  poor  scholar, 
an  Irishman,  to  stand  at  the  gate  waiting  for  his  alms,  whom  when  the 
master-cook  saw  at  the  gate,  he,  taking  hot  scalding  water  out  of  the 
pan  where  the  meat  was  sodden,  did  cast  it  in  his  face.    One  of  the 
scholars,  a  Welshman,  who  came  with  his  bow  and  shafts,  seeing  that, 
lettcth  drive  an  arrow,  and  shooteth  this  Nabuzardan  (that  master  of 
cooks)  clean  through  the  body,  and  slayeth  him  out  of  hand.  The 
cook  falling  dead,  there  was  a  mighty  broil  and  a  great  clamour 
throughout  all  the  house.    The  cardinal,  hearing  the  tumult  and  The 
great  noise  about  him,  like  a  valiant  Roman,  runneth  as  fast  as  he  SjSSj} 
could  into  the  steeple,  and  there  locketh  the  doors  fast  unto  him, 
where  he  remained  till  midnight.    The  scholars,  in  the  mean  while, 
not  yet  at  all  pacified,  sought  all  corners  about  for  the  legate, 
exclaiming  and  crying  out,  M  Where  is  that  usurer,  that  simoniac, 
that  piller  and  poller  of  our  livings,  that  prowler  and  extortioner  of 
our  money,  who  perverteth  our  king,  and  subverteth  his  kingdom, 
enriching  himself  with  our  spoils  ?"  All  this  heard  the  cardinal,  and 
held  his  peace.    When  the  night  approaching  had  broken  up  the 
field,  the  cardinal  coming  out  of  his  fort,  and.  taking  his  horse,  in  the 
silence  of  the  night,  was  privily  conveyed  over  the  river  towards  the 
king,  conveying  himself  away  as  fast  as  he  could.    After  the  king 
heard  this,  he  sendeth  to  Oxford  a  garrison  of  armed  men,  to  deliver 
the  Romans  who  were  there  hidden  for  fear  of  the  scholars.    Then  Thirty 
was  Master  Otho,  a  lawyer,  with  thirty  other  scholars,  apprehended,  E{£hJU,4 
and  carried  to  Wallingford  castle,  and  from  thence  had  in  carts  to 
London,  where,  at  length,  through  much  entreaty  of  the  bishops, 
they,  being  brought  barefoot  to  the  legate's  door,  had  their  pardon, 
and  the  university  was  released  from  interdiction.    Thus  much  con- 
cerning the  pope  s  legate  in  England. 

Thus  partly  you  have  heard,  and  do  understand  the  miserable 
thraldom  and  captivity  of  this  realm  of  England,  and  the  clergy  of 
the  same,  who  before  refused  to  take  part  with  King  John  their 
natural  prince,  against  the  foreign  power  of  the  pope,  and  now  how 
miserably  they  are  oppressed  and  scourged  of  the  same  pope,  whose 
insatiable  extortion  and  rapacity  did  so  exceed  in  pilling  and  polling 
of  this  realm  long  after  this,  that  neither  the  king  now  could  help  Thr*e- 
them,  nor  could  the  pope  with  any  reasonable  measure  be  content ;  |^u,Md 
insomuch  that  writers  record,  that  in  the  days  of  Sudbury,  archbishop  ■jjjjj" 
of  Canterbury,  a.d.  1360,  the  pope  by  his  proctors  gat  from  thebm«jto 
clergy,  in  less  than  one  year,  more  than  sixty  thousand  florins,  of  Jn"^1*' 
mere  contribution ;  besides  his  other  avails  and  common  revenues  jg* b* 
out  of  benefices,  prebendaries,  first-fruits,  tributes,  Pcter-pcncc,  colla- 
tions, reservations,  relaxations,  and  such  merchandize,  &c. 

I  b  2 
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rtmry      *And  yet  the  state  of  this  realm  of  England,  although  most  mise- 
'    rable,  was  not  so  lamentable,  but  that  the  ease  of  Germany  and  of  the 
A.D.  Emperor  Frederic  II.  was  then  as  much  or  more  pitiful,  who  in  the 
122°-  same  time  of  King  Henry  III.  was  so  persecuted  and  disturbed  by 
Pope  Innocent,  Honorius,  Gregory,  Cclestine,  and  Innocent  IV., 
that  not  only  with  their  curses  and  excommunications  most  wretchedly 
they  did  infame,  impugn,  and  assault  him,  but  also  in  open  field  con- 
tinually did  they  war  against  him,  and  all  with  Englishmen's  money. 
Albeit,  concerning  the  troubles  of  this  emperor,  being  a  foreign  story 
and  pertaining  to  other  countries,  I  have  not  much  to  do  nor  to  write 
therein,  having  enough  already  to  story  at  home.    Yet  I  cannot  but 
lament  and  marvel  to  see  the  ambitious  presumption  and  tragical 
fury  of  those  popes  against  the  emperor.*1 

Mention  was  made  a  little  before  of  the  Albigenses  keeping  about 
the  city  of  Toulouse.    These  Albigenses,  because  they  began  to 
smell  the  pope,  and  to  control  the  inordinate  proceedings  and  disci- 
pline of  tne  see  of  Rome,  the  pope  therefore  recounting  them  as 
a  people  heretical,  excited  and  stirred  up  about  this  present  time 
Louu.theand  year,  a.d.  1220,  Louis,  the  young  French  king,  through  the 
SntT    instance  of  Philip  II.,  his  father,  to  lay  siege  against  the  said  city  of 
acainu    Toulouse  to  expunge  and  extinguish  these  Albigenses,  his  enemies  ; 
the  am-  whereupon  Louis,  according  to  his  father's  commandment,  reared  a 
puissant  and  mighty  army  to  compass  about  and  beset  that  city,  and 
so  did.    Here  were  the  men  of  Toulouse  in  great  danger ;  but  see 
'  how  the  mighty  protection  of  God  fighteth  for  his  people  against  the 
The  hUmi  might  of  man  :  for  after  that  Louis,  as  Matthew  Paris  testified!,1  had 
fiKhteth  l°n£  wearied  himself  and  his  men  in  waste,  and  could  do  no  good 
with  all  their  engines  and  artillery  against  the  city,  there  fell,  more- 
over, upon  the  French  host,  by  "the  hand  of  God,  such  famine  and 
pestilence  both  of  men  and  horses,  besides  the  other  daily  slaughter 
of  the  soldiers,  that  Louis  was  forced  to  retire,  and,  with  such  as  were 
left,  to  return  again  home  to  France,  from  whence  he  came.    In  the 
slaughter  of  his  soldiers,  besides  many  others,  was  earl  Simon  Mont- 
fort,  general  of  the  army,  to  whom  the  lands  of  the  earl  of  Toulouse 
were  given  by  the  pope ;  he  was  slain  before  the  gate  of  the  city 
The  «!cp  with  a  stone ;  and  so  was  also  the  brother  of  the  said  Simon,  at  the 
th*  aIL  8311110  tuTltN  while  besieging  a  castle  near  Toulouse,  slain  with  a  stone 

broken    m  ^e  manncr-    And  tmis  was  tuc  "eg0  °f  tne  Frenchmen  against 

up.        Toulouse  broken  up.* 

While  the  siege  of  these  Frenchmen  could  do  no  good  against  the 
city  of  Toulouse,  it  happened  at  that  time  that  the  Christians,  march- 
ing towards  the  Holy  Land,  had  better  success  in  laying  their  siege 
to  a  certain  tower  or  castle  in  Egypt,  near  to  the  city  Damietta,  that 
seemed  by  nature,  for  the  situation  and  difficulty  of  the  place,  inex- 
pugnable :  which,  being  situate  in  the  midst  of  the  great  flood  Nilus, 
hard  by  the  city  called  Damietta,  could  neither  be  come  to  by  land, 
nor  be  undermined  for  the  water,  nor  by  famine  subdued,  for  the 
nearness  of  the  city;  yet,  notwithstanding,  through  the  help  of  God 
and  the  policy  of  man,  erecting  scaffolds  and  castles  upon  tops  of 

(1)  Thl«  paragraph  in  single  asterisks  is  from  the  Edition  of  1503,  p  73,  and  U  fallowed  hv  a 
short  atmract  of  the  erclesiastfcal  and  civil  history  of  this  country  to  the  f 
more  fully  in  later  Edition*.  Ed. 

(3)  Ex  Matth.  Paris,  in  Vita  Hen  III.  (3)  Ex  Matth.  Paris. 
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masts,  the  Christians  at  last  conquered  it,  and  after  that  also  the  city  //r"r> 
Damictta,  albeit  not  without  great  loss  of  christian  people,    (a.d.  '"' 
1219.)    In  the  expugnation  of  this  city  or  fort,  among  others  that  A.  1). 
there  died  was  the  landgrave  of  Thuring,  named  Louis,  the  husband  122L 
of  Elizabeth,  whom  we  use  to  call  St.  Elizabeth.    This  Elizabeth,  Damirtta 
as  my  story  recordeth,  was  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Hungary,  and  th^chrL 
married  in  Almain,  where  she  lived  with  the  aforenamed  Louis,  land-  ^e\tor 
grave  of  Thuring,  whom  she,  through  her  persuasions,  provoked  and  ofBLiS 
incensed  to  take  that  voyage  to  fight  for  the  Holy  Land,  where  he  I*bc,h" 
in  the  same  voyage  was  slain.    After  his  death,  Elizabeth,  remaining 
a  widow,  entered  the  profession  of  cloisterly  religion,  and  made  her- 
self a  nun  ;  so  growing  and  increasing  from  virtue  to  virtue,  that 
after  her  death  all  Almain  did  sound  with  the  fame  of  her  worthy 
doings.    Matthew  Paris  addeth  this  also,  that  she  was  the  daughter 
of.  that  queen,  who,  being  accused  to  be  naughty  with  a  certain  arch-  The  mo- 
bishop,  was  therefore  condemned  with  this  sentence  pronounced  against  Su^oi 
her;1  although  it  be  hard  in  English  to  be  translated  as  it  standeth  in  JSSJJjL- 
Latin, — "  To  kill  the  queen  will  ye  not  to  fear,  that  is  good ;  and  if   "  ery 
all  men  consent  thereunto,  not  I  mvself  do  stand  against  it.''  Which 
sentence  being  brought  to  Pope  Innocent,  thus  in  pointing  the  sen- 
tence, which  otherwise  seemcth  to  have  a  double  understanding,  he  The 
saved  the  queen;  thus  interpreting  and  pointing  the  same,  "  Regi-  2^ by 
nam  interficerc  nolitc,  timerc  bonum  est,  et  si  omnes  consenserint,  ^e^,. 
non  ego,  contradico.,,    That  is,  "  To  kill  the  queen  will  ye  not,  to  potion 
fear,  that  is  good  :  and  if  all  do  consent  thereto,  yet  not  I,  I  myself  double 
do  stand  against  it,""  and  so  escaped  she  the  danger.   This  queen  was  Ei"z»SeTh 
the  mother,  as  is  said,  of  Elizabeth  the  nun,  who,  for  her  holy  nun-  J^Jll'f* 
fjishness,  was  canonized  of  the  pope's  church  for  a  saint  in  Almain,  Ainmin 
about  a.d.  1220.' 

And  this  bv  the  way.    Now  to  proceed  further  in  the  years  and  A.D.mi. 
life  of  this  King  Henry.    The  next  year  following,  which  was  a.d. 
1221,  the  king  went  to  Oxford,  where  he  had  something  to  do  with 
William,  earl  of  Albemarle,  who  had  taken  the  castle  of  Biham  :  but 
at  last,  for  his  good  service  he  had  done  in  the  realm  before,  he  was 
released  by  the  king,  with  all  his  men,  at  the  intercession  of  Walter, 
archbishop  of  York,  and  of  Pandulph,  the  legate.*    About  that  year  The  Grey 
entered  first  the  Friar  Minorites,  or  Grey  friars,  into  England,  and  r™" f>rst 
had  their  first  house  at  Canterbury,  whose  first  patron  was  Francis,  England, 
who  died  a.d.  1 127.  His  order  was  confirmed  by  Pope  Honorius  III.,  ™*. ordCT 
a.d.  1224. 

About  the  first  coming  of  these  Dominic  and  Grey  friars  Franciscan 
into  the  realm  (as  is  in  Nicolas  Trivet  testified),  many  Englishmen  at 
that  time  entered  into  their  orders,  among  whom  was  Johannes  de 
Sancto  Egidio,  a  man  famously  expert  in  the  science  of  physic  and 
astronomy,  and  Alexander  dc  Hales,  both  Englishmen  and  great 
divines.  This  Johannes  making  his  "  sermon  ad  clerum,""  in  the  house 
of  the  Dominic  friars,  exhorted  his  auditory  with  great  persuasions 
unto  wilful  poverty,  and  to  confirm  his  words  the  more  by  his  own 
example,  in  the  midst  of  his  sermon  he  came  down  from  the  pulpit 
and  put  on  his  friars  habit ;  and  so,  returning  into  the  pulpit  again, 

( 1)  -  Refrinun  Interficcre  nolite  timer*  honum  e»t.  et  »i  omncs  cnn«en»erint  non 
'J)  Ex  Matin.  Pjtfii.  (3)  Ex  tabula  pcnalli  in  tede  dlvl  Paul). 


Digitized  by  Google 


374  DISSENSION  BETWEEN  LONDON  AND  WESTMINSTER. 

made  an  end  of  his  sermon.    Likewise  Alexander  Hales  entered  the 


Charttr- 
hou>e 


"L    order  of  the  Franciscans,  of  whom  remaineth  yet  the  book  entitled 
A.  D.  "  De  Summa  Thcologifie,r'  in  old  libraries. 

122L  Moreover,  not  long  after,  by  William  Longspey,  who  was  the 
bastard  son  of  King  Henry  II.,  and  earl  of  Salisbury,  was  first 
founded  the  house  of  the  Carthusian  monks,  at  Heitrope,  a.d.  1222. 
After  his  death,  his  wife  Ela  was  translated  to  the  house  of  Henton, 
in  Berkshire,  a.d.  1227  ;  which  Ela  also  founded  the  house  of  nuns 
at  Lacocks,  and  there  continued  herself  abbess  of  the  place.  The 
bishop  of  London,  named  William,  at  the  same  time  gave  over  his 
bishopric,  after  whom  succeeded  Eustace  in  that  see.1 

In  the  town  of  Oxford,  where  the  king  then  kept  his  court,  Simon 
atTcoun-  Langton,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  held  a  council,  where  was  con- 
oxfonL  demncd  and  burned  a  certain  deacon,  as  Nicholas  Trivet  saith,  for 
apostasy ;  also  another  rude  countryman,  who  had  crucified  himself, 
and  superstitiously  bare  about  the  wounds  in  his  feet  and  hands,  was 
condemned  to  be  closed  up  perpetually  within  walls.8  About  the 
same  year  also,  Alexander,  king  of  Scots,  married  Joan,  sister  to  King 
Henry. 

Not  long  after  began  the  new  building  of  the  minster  of  Salisbury, 
whereof  Pandulph,  the  pope's  legate,  laid  the  first  five  stones ;  one 
for  the  pope  (such  was  the  fortune  of  that  church  to  have  the  pope's 
stone  in  its  foundation) ;  the  second,  for  the  young  King  Henry ;  the 
third,  for  the  good  earl  of  Salisbury ;  the  fourth,  for  the  countess ; 
the  fifth,  for  the  bishop  of  Salisbury ;  which  was  about  the  same  year 
above  mentioned,  a.d.  1221.* 
Diuen-  In  the  same  year,  about  St.  James's  tide,  arose  a  dissension  be  ween 
'mn  the  the  citizens  of  London  and  the  men  of  Westminster,  the  occasion 
ffion0*  whereof  was  this  : — A  certain  match  between  these  two  parties  was 
« '*  apP0"1^0^  to  try  which  party,  in  wrestling,  could  overcome  the  other. 
Thus,  in  striving  for  mastery,  each  party  contending  against  the  other, 
as  the  manner  is  in  such  pastime,  it  happened  that  the  Londoners  got 
the  victory,  and  the  other  side  was  put  to  foil,  but  especially  the 
steward  of  the  abbot  of  Westminster ;  who,  being  not  a  little  con- 
founded therewith,  began  to  forethink  in  his  mind  now  to  be  revenged 
again  of  the  Londoners.  Whereupon,  another  day  was  set,  which 
was  at  Lammas,  that  the  Londoners  should  come  again  to  wrestle ; 
and  whoso  had  the  victory  should  have  the  bell-wether,*  which  was  the 
price  of  the  game  appointed.  As  the  parties  were  thus  occupied  in 
their  play,  the  steward  suddenly  bringeth  upon  the  Londoners, 
unawares,  a  company  of  harnessed  men  prepared  for  the  same  before- 
hand, and  letteth  drive  at  the  Londoners;  who,  at  length,  being 
wounded  and  grievously  hurt,  after  much  bloodshed  were  driven  back 
again  into  the  city.  This  contumely  thus  being  received,  the  citizens, 
eagerly  struck  with  ire  and  impatience,  ran  to  the  common  bell,  and 
by  ringing  thereof  assembled  their  commons  together,  to  consult  with 
whole-  themselves  what  was  to  be  done  in  that  case  so  contumelious ;  wherein, 
counwi  when  divers  sentences  were  given  diversely,  Serle,  at  that  time  mayor 
mayor  of  of  London  (a  wise  and  discreet  man),  gave  this  counsel,  that  the 
abbot  of  Westminster  should  be  talked  withal,  who  if  he  would  rectify 

(1)  Plot.  Historic.  (1)  Nicholas  Trivrt.  (3)  Ex  Chron.  de  8aL 

(4)  UmiaUy,  the  best  theep  In  the  flock.- Ed. 
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the  injury  done,  and  satisfy  for  the  harm  received,  it  should  be  to  unr? 
them  sufficient.   But  contrary,  one  Constantinc,  a  great  man  then  in 


the  city  of  London,  in  much  heat  exciting  the  people,  gave  this  A.  I), 
sentence,  that  all  the  houses  of  the  abbot  of  Westminster,  but  espe-  l222- 
cially  the  house  of  the  steward,  should  be  cast  down  to  the  ground.  {Jjf^ 
In  fine,  that  which  he  so  unadvisedly  counselled,  was  as  madly  per-  be«u. 
formed,  for  the  furious  people,  according  to  his  counsel,  did.  This 
tumultuous  outrage,  as  it  could  not  be  privy,  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  Hubert  de  Burgh,  lord  chief  justice  of  England,  above 
mentioned,  he  coming  with  a  sufficient  strength  of  armed  soldiers  to 
the  city  of  London,  sent  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  to 
will  them  to  come  unto  him ;  who  so  obeying  his  commandment,  he 
required  of  them  the  principal  beginners  of  the  riot.   To  whom  Con- 
stantine,  there  being  present,  answered,  that  he  would  warrant  that 
which  was  done ;  sorrowing,  moreover,  that  they  had  not  done  more  con§un- 
than  they  did  in  the  matter.    The  justice,  upon  this  his  confession,  c"tedu 
commanded  him,  with  two  others,  without  any  further  tumult,  to  be  j£n^tn 
taken ;  and  so,  along  with  the  same  two,  he  was  hanged,  he  offering 
for  his  life  fifteen  hundred  marks. 

The  said  Hubert,  earl  of  Kent,  and  lord  chief  justice,  although  he 
was  a  faithful  and  trusty  officer  to  his  prince,  and  had  the  whole 
guiding  of  the  realm  in  bis  own  hands,  the  king,  as  yet,  being  in  his 
minority,  yet  afterwards,  what  indignation  he  sustained  for  this  his 
severity  and  other  things,  both  of  the  nobles  and  of  the  commons, 
and  how  sharply  he  was  tossed  and  trounced  of  his  prince,  it  is  a 
wonder  to  see,  as  in  its  due  place  and  time  (by  the  Lord's  leave) 
hereafter  shall  appear.1 

As  mention  hath  been  made  of  the  wrangling  between  the  com-  Di»<wd 
moners  of  London  and  Westminster,  both  time  and  occasion  bring  'emion* 
me  in  remembrance  something  to  speak  likewise  of  the  ecclesiastical 
conflicts  among  churchmen ;  nothing  inferior  in  my  mind,  nor  less 
worthy  to  be  noted  than  the  other.  For  so  I  read  in  Matthew  Paris, 
and  in  the  Flowers  of  History,  that  at  what  time  this  wrestling  was 
among  the  citizens  for  the  sheep,  the  like  contention  kindled  and 
inflamed  between  Eustace,  bishop  of  London,  and  the  chapter  of 
Paul's,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  abbot  of  Westminster,  with  his 
covent,  on  the  other,  about  spiritual  jurisdiction  and  subjection ;  to 
wit,  whether  the  monastery  of  Westminster  were  exempted  from  the 
subjection  and  jurisdiction  of  the  bishop  of  London  or  not.  This 
controversy  at  last  coming  to  a  compromise,  was  committed  to  the 
arbitrament  of  Stephen,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Philip,  bishop  of 
Winchester,  Thomas  of  Merton,  and  Richard,  prior  of  Dunstable  ; 
and  at  length  it  was  thus  agreed :  that  the  monastery  of  Westminster 
should  be  utterly  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  bishop  of 
London,  and  that  Staines,  with  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging, 
should  appertain  to  the  monastery  of  Westminster.  Also,  that  the 
manor  of  Sunbury  should  be  due  and  proper  to  the  church  of  St. 
Paul,  and  also  that  the  church  of  St.  Margaret,  with  all  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  same,  should  be  exempted  from  all  other  jurisdiction, 
but  of  the  bishop  of  Rome  only :  and  so  was  this  matter  decided. 
a.d.  1222.' 

(1)  Ex  M»tth.  PhU.  (I)  1W«L ;  ex  Flc 
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"in*  8111116  ycar'.  88  Wr^tctn  Matthew  Paris,  horrible  tempests,  with 

111     thundering  and  lightning  and  whirlwinds,  went  throughout  all  the 
A.D.  land,  so  that  much  harm  was  done ;  churches,  steeples,  towers,  houses, 
1  "2 and  divers  trees,  with  the  violence  of  the  winds,  were  blown  up  by  the 
iramNrt  ro°ts.   ^n  Warwickshire,  a  certain  wife,  and  eight  others  in  her  house, 
in  Shf!   were  slain.  In  Grantham,  the  church  was  set  on  fire  by  lightning  most 
terrible,  with  such  a  stink  left  behind,  that  no  man  could,  for  a  long 
time  after,  abide  it.    The  author  addeth,  that  manifest  marks  of  the 
tempest  did  remain  long  after  in  that  monastery  to  be  seen.  Some 
also  write  that  fiery  dragons  and  spirits  were  seen  then  flying  in 
the  air. 

A.n.i2!3.     A.D.  1223,  Philip,  the  French  king,  died,  after  whom  his  son 
ktn«of    Louis  succeeded  to  the  crown  ;  to  whom  King  Henry,  sending  his 
m*"7o    message,  and  desiring  him  to  remember  his  promise  and  covenant 
hwp«>-   made  of  rendering  again  the  lands  lost  in  Normandy,  could  obtain 
nothing  at  his  hands.    Whereupon  Ricliard,  carl  of  Cornwall,  also 
William,  the  king's  uncle,  earl  of  Salisbury,  with  divers  other  nobles, 
made  over  into  France,  where  they  recovered  Poictiers,  and  kept 
Gascony  under  the  king's  obedience.1 

wuiuu "  *n  smuc  ycar'  or  88  *aDian  g>TCtn  it*  the  next  year  following, 
flr»t  *  which  was  a.d.  1224,  by  virtue  of  a  certain  parliament,  it  was  granted 
Srt£»  °f  the  lords  and  barony  of  the  land,  that  the  king  and  his  heirs  should 
kin«-  have  the  ward  and  marriage  of  their  heirs,  which  then  was  called,  and 
afterwards  proved  to  be,  4  initium  maJorum,'  the  beginning  of  harms. 

In  the  same  year,  according  to  Gisburn  and  other  writers,  the  said 
king,  holding  another  parliament  at  Oxford,  by  the  advice  of  his 
council  and  his  clergy,  did  grant  and  confirm,  under  his  great  seal, 
two  charts  of  the  old  liberties  and  customs  of  this  realm,  for  ever  to 
be  kept  and  observed,  the  one  called  '  Magna  Charta,'  the  other 
4  Charta  de  Foresta ;  the  contents  whereof  fully  in  the  beforenamed 
author  be  expressed.  For  this  cause  was  granted  again  by  the  whole 
parliament,  a  fifteenth  of  all  his  subjects,  as  well  of  laymen  as  also 
of  the  clergy. 

Here  is  to  be  noted,  that  these  liberties  were  afterwards  broken, 
and  confirmed  again  by  the  said  king,  a.d.  1286. 

A.D.  1226  died  Pope  Honorius  III.,  a  great  adversary  of  Fre- 
deric the  emperor,  after  whom  succeeded  Gregory  IX.,  more  grievous 
than  his  predecessor.  In  this  year  also  died  Louis  VIII.,  the  per- 
jured French  king,  at  the  siege  of  Avignon  ;  whom  the  pope  now,  for 
the  second  or  third  time,  had  set  up  to  fight  against  Rcimund,  the 
good  earl  of  Toulouse,  and  the  heretic  Albigenses  of  that  country; 
for  so  the  pope  eallcth  all  those  who  hold  not  in  all  points  with  his 
glorious  pride,  usurped  power,  and  ungodly  proceedings.  The  origin 
of  it  was  this,  as  in  Matthew  Paris  appeareth.  In  the  days  of  Philip, 
the  French  king,  this  Reimund,  earl  of  Toulouse,  was  disdained  by 
the  pope  for  holding  with  the  Albigenses ;  and  therefore,  by  the 
instigation  of  the  pojie,  the  lands  of  the  earl  were  taken  from  him, 
and  given  to  Simon  Montfort,  and  instruments  were  made  upon  the 
same ;  but  when  the  said  earl  Rcimund  would  not  be  removed  from 
the  right  of  his  possessions  by  unrighteous  dealing,  the  pope  setteth 
Philip  II.,  the  French  king,  to  make  open  war  against  him.  Wh"rc- 

())  Ex  U.tlh  Pari!  ;  Nich.  Triret;  Flor  HUt. 
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upon  Louis,  the  French  king's  son,1  was  sent  with  a  great  power,  as  Brpni 

is  above  declared,  to  besiege  the  city  of  Toulouse ;  but  being  repulsed  

from  thence  by  the  marvellous  hand  of  God  fighting  for  his  people,  A.D. 
he  could  not  prevail,  and  so  returned  home,  after  he  had  lost  the  most 


5 art  of  his  army  by  pestilence  and  other  calamity,  as  hath  been  before  ^"e{£p* 
escribed.   Thus  continued  the  good  earl  still  in  quiet  possession  till  war. 
this  present  time,  a.d.  1226;  in  the  which  year  the  pope,  not  for-  a.d.iim. 
getting  his  old  malice  against  the  earl,  and  no  less  inflamed  with  , 
insatiable  avarice,  directeth  down  his  legate,  Master  Romanus,  to  the 
parts  of  France,  for  two  several  purposes  ;  one  to  extirpate  the  earl,  **ain§t 
the  other  to  enlarge  his  owu  revenues.   Thus  the  legate,  being  entered  tun  e»ri 
into  France,  beginneth  to  summon  a  council,  willing  the  French  king,  ^  J, u" 
with  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and  clergy  of  France,  to  appear  before 
him  at  Bitures ;  to  whom  eftsoons  repaired  six  archbishops,  with  the 
bishops  and  suffragans  of  nine  provinces,  to  the  number  of  a  hun- 
dred, besides  the  abbots,  priors,  and  proctors  of  all  the  covents  of 
France,  to  hear  the  pope's  will  and  commandment.    But  because  Mark, 
there  was  a  discord  feared  to  rise,  saith  Matthew  Paris,  about  pre-  {^d^ht 
eminence  of  sitting,  for  tluit  the  archbishop  of  Lyons  challenged  the  JJjjJJg^ 
superior  place  above  the  archbishop  of  Sens,  also  the  archbishop  of  ■tri»mf 
Rouen  above  the  archbishop  of  Bitures,  and  above  the  archbishop  of  ^rief,e 
Narbonne ;  therefore  the  session  was  holden  there  not  in  manner  uUc*- 
and  form  of  a  council,  but  of  a  certain  parley  or  consultation.    Thus  The  »>m 
the  meek  and  holy  council  being  set,  and  the  pope's  majesty's  letters  jjjj^jj 
read  and  declared,  appcareth  before  them  Reimund,  earl  of  Toulouse,  ■^•ion 
of  the  one  part,  and  Simon  Montfort,  on  the  other  part.  This  Simon  from  the 
required  to  be  restored  unto  him  the  lands  and  possessions  of  the  0WDer*- 
said  Reimund,  which  the  pope  and  Philip,  the  French  king,  had 
given  to  him  and  to  his  father  before,  having  good  evidences  to  show 
for  the  same,  confirmed  by  the  donation  of  the  pope  and  of  the  king; 
adding  moreover,  that  the  earl  Reimund  was  deprived  and  disin- 
herited in  the  general  council  at  Rome  for  heresy,  which  is  called  the 
heresy  of  the  Albigenses.    At  least,  if  he  might  not  have  the  whole 
yielded  unto  him,  yet  the  most  part  of  his  lordships  he  required  to 
be  granted  him. 

To  this  the  earl  Reimund  answered  again,  offering  himself  ready  Mauni 
to  all  duty  and  office  both  toward  the  French  king  and  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  whatsoever  to  him  did  duly  appertain.    And  moreover,  SUSST* 
touching  the  heresy  wherewith  he  was  there  charged ;  he  did  not  jjj*^ 
only  there  offer  himself,  in  that  council,  before  the  legate,  but  most 
humbly  did  crave  of  him,  that  he  would  take  the  pains  to  come  into 
every  city  within  his  precinct,  to  inquire  of  every  person  there  the 
articles  of  his  belief ;  and  if  he  found  any  person  or  persons  holding  Aibiiren- 
that  which  was  not  catholic,  he  would  see  the  same  to  be  corrected  Jt'^Tji! 
and  amended,  according  to  the  censure  of  holy  church,  to  the  utter-  «*  h«wy- 
most.    Or  if  he  should  find  any  city  rebelling  against  him,  he,  to  the 
uttermost  of  his  might  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  would  compel 
them  to  do  satisfaction  there  for.    And  as  touching  himself,  if  he 
had  committed  or  erred  in  any  thing  (which  he  rcmembereth  not 

(1)  Thla  Louis  (afterward*  Louli  VIII.  of  Prance)  waa  the  eldest  son  of  Philip  II.   To  him  the 

"  day*  of  King  John.    John  died  a.d.  1*10, 
bytl 
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which  they  called  the  Holy  Land.    Whereupon  the  said  King 
aTdT  Richard,  immediately  after  his  coronation,  to  prepare  himself  the 
1189.  better  for  his  journey,  set  to  sale  divers  of  his  manors,  whereof 
ThL.cove  Godfrey  Lucy,  then  bishop  of  Winchester,  bought  a  couple  for  two 
SjmjJJJ"  thousand  marks ;  to  wit,  Wergrave  and  Melenge.    The  abbot  of 
buhopt,  Bury  bought  another,  for  a  thousand  marks,  called  Middlcsay.  Hugh 
^buying  •pxua^  bishop  of  Durham,  bought  the  lordship  of  Seggesfield,  or 
ford»hip«.  Sedberga,  with  the  wapentake,  and  all  the  appurtenances  thereto 
belonging ;  he  bought  also  the  earldom  of  Northumberland,  whom, 
when  the  king  should  solemnize  after  the  manner  of  secular  carls, 
merrily  with  a  mocking  jest,  "  Lo,"  said  he,  "  of  an  old  bishop  I 
have  made  a  young  earl.     And  because  the  said  bishop  had  pro- 
fessed before,  by  a  solemn  vow,  to  visit  the  Holy  Land,  to  be  released 
of  his  vow,  he  compounded  with  the  pope  for  a  great  sum  of  money 
there-for ;  and  moreover  gave  to  the  lung  a  thousand  marks  to  remain 
at  home,  as  the  chief  justice  of  England.    *At  that  time  it  appeareth 
that  these  taxes,  tolls,  exactions,  and  subsidies,  either  were  not  known, 
or  not  so  much  had  in  use ;  by  reason  whereof  this  king  was  driven 
to  make  other  shifts,  by  selling  offices,  liberties,  and  privileges.*1 
sieiRhu  Over  and  besides,  the  king  set  out  all  that  he  had  to  sale,  such  as 
woods,  castles,  townships,  lordships,  earldoms,  baronages,  *and,  as  he 
said  himself,  he  would  have  sold  London  also,  if  he  could  have  found 
any  able  to  buy  it ;  *  ordaining  also  divers  new  bishops,  and  not 
without  some  advantages,  as  appeared,  to  his  purse  ;  feigning  more- 
over his  old  seal  to  be  lost,  that  they  which  had  lands  to  hold  might 
be  driven  to  renew  their  writings  again  by  the  new  seal,  whereby 
great  substance  of  money  was  gained. 
a  tenth      Above  all  this,  by  the  commandment  of  Pope  Clement  I II.,  a 
fSSS  tenth  also  was  exacted  of  the  whole  realm,  in  such  sort  as  that  the 
«^kiik    Cliristians  should  make  up  for  the  king  seventy  thousand  pounds,  the 
Jews  six  thousand  pounds.3    King  Richard,  after  his  coronation,  sent 
certain  earls  and  barons  unto  Philip  the  French  king,  in  the  time  of 
his  parliament  at  St.  Denis,  desiring  him  to  remember  his  promise 
made  for  the  recovery  of  Christ's  holy  patrimony  out  of  the  Saracens* 
Tnd  ifirh-  hands.    Unto  whom  he  sent  word  again,  in  the  month  of  December, 
■rd  c«n-  certifying  him  how  he  had  bound  himself  by  solemn  oath,  deposing 
tSS  to°  upon  the  evangelists,  that  he,  the  next  year  following,  about  the  time 
un"°ly  °*  Ea«ter»  had  certainly  prefixed  to  address  himself  towards  that 
journey ;  requiring  him  likewise  not  to  fail,  but  to  be  ready  at  the 
term  above  limited,  appointing  also  the  place  where  both  the  kings 
should  meet  together. 
A.D.U90.     In  the  year  next  ensuing,  a.d.  1190,  at  the  beginning  of  it,  being 
cnMinwi  Twelfth-even,  fell  out  a  foul  northern  brawl,  which  turned  well  near 
miImmM  *°  a  ^ra^'  ^>etwccn  tne  archbishop  newly  elected  of  the  church  of 
■Jinn*  of  York  and  his  company,  on  the  one  side,  and  Henry,  dean  of  the  said 
Ywk'     church,  with  his  catholic  partakers,  on  the  other  side,  upon  occasion 
as  followeth :  Gaufrid,  or  Geffrey,  son  of  King  Henry  II.  and  brother 
to  King  Richard,  whom  the  king  had  elected  a  little  before  to  the 
archbishopric  of  York,  upon  the  even  of  the  Epiphany,  which  we 
call  Twelfth-day,  was  disposed  to  hear  evensong  with  all  solemnity  in 

(1)  Thii  and  the  roeeeedlng  paiMg*.  between  tingle  MterUJu,  are  from  the  Edition  of  1*64, 
P.W.-XD  (I)  Ex  Oenr.  fol.  1M. 
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taken,  and  inestimable  damage  to  the  church  of  France.    44  For  Mtm§ 

grant,"  said  they,  "  that  certain  will  assent  unto  you,  yet  their  .   

assent  standeth  in  no  effect  concerning  such  matters  as  touch  the  A.D. 
whole ;  especially  seeing  both  the  states  of  the  realm,  with  all  the  1226, 
inferior  subjects,  yea,  and  the  king  himself,  they  are  sure,  will  with- 
stand the  same,  to  the  venture,  not  only  of  their  honour,  but  of 
their  life  also ;  considering  the  case  to  be  such,  as  upon  the  offence 
whereof  standeth  the  subversion  both  of  the  realm  public,  and  of  the 
whole  church  in  general."  Declaring,  moreover,  the  cause  of  this 
fear  to  arise  hereof,  for  that  in  other  realms  such  communication  hath 
been  with  bishops  and  prelates  for  the  procuring  of  such  prebend- 
ships,  whereas  neither  tne  prince  nor  the  subjects  were  made  any 
thing  privy  thereto. 

In  conclusion,  when  the  matter  came  to  debating  with  the  legate,  '"Jj1]^ 
the  objections  of  the  inferior  parties  against  the  cruel  exaction  were  bold  to 
these  in  brief  effect,  as  in  Matthew  Paris  are  noted.  3£n  tb* 

First,  They  alleged  their  great  damages  and  expenses  which  they  gfc, 
were  like  to  sustain  thereby,  by  reason  of  the  continual  procurators  *«•«•  of 
of  the  pope,  who,  in  every  diocese,  must  not  live  of  their  own,  but  aagy  of 
be  sustained  by  the  charges  of  the  cathedral  churches,  and  other  JSS5 
churches  also ;  and  many  times  they,  being  but  procurators,  will  be  Jjjfijj1 
found  as  legates. 

Item,  By  that  means,  they  said,  great  perturbations  might  ensue 
to  the  covents  and  chapters  of  cathedral  churches  in  their  elections  ; 
forasmuch  as  the  pope's  agents  and  factors  being  in  every  cathedral 
church  and  chapter-house,  perhaps  the  pope  would  command  the 
agent  or  factor  in  person  to  be  present  at  their  elections,  and  so 
might  trouble  the  same  in  delaying,  and  deferring,  till  it  might  fall 
to  the  court  of  Rome  to  give ;  and  so  there  should  be  placed  more 
of  the  pope's  clientels  in  the  churches  of  France,  than  of  the  proper 
inhabitants  of  the  land. 

Item,  By  this  means  they  affirmed,  that  all  they  in  the  court  of 
Rome  should  be  richer,  and  should  receive  more  for  their  propor- 
tion tlian  the  king  of  the  realm :  by  reason  of  which  abundance  of 
riches,  it  was  like  to  come  to  pass,  that  as  the  worm  of  rich  men  is 
pride,  so,  by  the  means  of  this  their  riches,  the  court  of  Rome  would 
delay  and  drive  off  great  suits,  and  would  scarcely  take  any  pains  with 
small  causes ;  the  experiment  whereof  is  evident,  for  that  now  also 
they  use  to  delay  their  matters,  when  they  come  with  their  gifts,  and 
being  in  assurance  to  receive.  And  thus  should  justice  stand  aside, 
and  poor  suitors  die  at  the  gates  of  the  court  of  Rome,  thus  flowing 
and  triumphing  in  full  abundance  of  all  treasure  and  riches. 

Item,  E  orasmuch  as  it  is  meet  and  convenient  to  have  friends  in 
the  court  of  Rome,  for  the  better  speeding  of  their  causes ;  therefore 
they  thought  to  keep  them  needy,  whereby  their  gifts  may  be  the 
sweeter,  and  their  causes  sooner  despatched. 

Item,  As  it  is  impossible  to  stop  the  fountain  of  greedy  desire,  it 
was  to  be  feared,  either  that  they  would  do  that  by  others,  which  they 
were  wont  to  do  by  themselves,  or  else,  that  they  should  be  forced  to 
give  greater  rewards  than  before ;  for  small  gifts,  in  the  sight  of  great 
rich  men,  are  not  looked  upon. 

Item,  Where  he  alleged  the  removing  away  of  the  slander  which 
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itmrw  goeth  on  the  court  of  Rome :  by  this  means  rather  the  contrary 
were  to  be  feared,  wherein  they  alleged  the  sentence  of  the  verse, 


A.  D.  that  great  riches  stop  not  the  taking  of  much,  but  a  mind  contented 
1226.  with  a  little: 


M  Quod  virtus  reddit,  non  copia  sufficientcm, 
Et  non  paupertaa  scd  mentis  hiatus  cgentem." 

Further,  they  alleged  that  great  riches  would  make  the  Romans 
mad,  and  so  might  kindle  among  them  sides  and  parts-taking ;  so 
that,  by  great  possessions,  sedition  might  follow  to  the  ruin  and 
destruction  of  the  city,  whereof  some  experiment  they  had  already. 

Item,  They  added,  that  although  they  would  condescend  and  oblige 
themselves  to  that  contribution,  yet  their  successors  would  not  be  so 
bound,  nor  yet  ratify  that  bond  of  theirs. 

Lastly,  T'hey  conclude  the  matter  by  desiring  that  the  zeal  of  the 
universal  church,  and  of  the  church  of  Rome,  would  move  him  :  for, 
if  this  oppression  of  the  church  should  be  universal,  it  were  to  be 
c«i      doubted  lest  an  universal  departing  might  follow  from  the  church  of 
Spwib    Rome,  which  God  forbid,  say  they,  should  happen. 

The  legate  hearing  these  words,  being  therewith  something  moved, 
as  seemed,  excused  himself,  that  he,  being  in  the  court,  never  agreed 
Thc«r-  to  this  exaction ;  and  that  the  letters,  hereof,  came  not  to  him  before 
he  was  in  France,  whereat  he  said  he  was  greatly  sorry :  adding 
this  withal,  that  the  words  of  his  precept  included  this  secret  meaning 
in  them,  thus  to  be  understood  and  taken,  "  so  far  forth  as  the  empire 
and  other  realms  would  agree  unto  the  same  \  and  as  for  him,  he 
would  stir  no  more  in  the  matter,  before  it  were  proved  what  other 
countries  would  say  and  do  therein. 

And  thus  much  concerning  the  second  part  of  the  blind  commis- 
sion of  this  legate,  touching  his  exaction  of  prebendships  in  every 
cathedral  and  conventual  church;  wherein,  as  ye  hear,  he  was 
repulsed.1 

The  pop*     Now  to  return  to  the  first  part  of  his  commission  again,  which 
™a",h    was  concerning  Reimund,  the  godly  earl  of  Toulouse, — thus  the 
9S53   story  proceedeth  :  that  while  the  legate  was  in  hand  with  this  matter 
and       of  the  pope's  money,  in  the  mean  season,  certain  preaching  friars 
^uio'u^.  were  directed  by  the  said  Romanus,  the  pope's  legate,  into  all  France, 
to  incite  and  stir  up  the  Frenchmen  to  take  the  cross  upon  them, 
and  to  war  against  the  earl  of  Toulouse,  and  the  people  thereof, 
whom  they  accounted  for  heretics.     At  their  preaching,  a  great 
number  of  prelates  and  laymen  signed  themselves  with  the  cross,  to 
Tetn-     fight  against  the  people  of  Toulouse,  being  thereto  induced,  as  the 
ihe"y  °f  story  saith,  more  for  fear  of  the  French  king,  Louis  VIII.,  or  favour 
the'deiT-  °f  tDe  legate,  than  for  any  true  zeal  of  justice.    For  so  it  followcth 
iMmund  m  ^e  wor^8  °^  Matthew  Paris  :*  "  For  to  many,''  saith  he,  M  it 
•ndoru.c  seemed  an  abuse  to  move  war  against  a  faithful  christian  man, 
As^'sen'  especially,  seeing  in  the  council  of  Bitures,  before  all  men,  he 
entreated  the  legate,  with  great  instance,  that  he  would  come  into 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  Parii.  p.  61. 

(21  "  Vldebatur  enim  multit  abu» io,  ut  homincm  ndelcni  Chri»ttanum  infrttarent,  pwlpue  rum 
comtaret  cunctls.  cum,  in  concilio  nuper  Biturieosi.  multti  precious  pcrsuasisae  legato,  ut  vctilret 
ad  singula*  terra  sue  dvitatcs,  lnquirens  a  singulis  artieu'.os  fldci:  et  si  quern piaui  contra  hdcni 
Invenlret,"  fte. 
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every  city  within  his  dominions,  and  there  inquire  of  every  person  B**n> 
the  articles  of  his  faith  ;  where,  if  he  found  anv  man  to  hold  any  ' 


un- 
rca»on- 


thing  contrary  to  the  catholic  faith,  he  promised  a  full  satisfaction  to  A.D. 
be  had  thereof,  according  to  the  censure  of  the  church,  to  the  utter- 
most.-" 

Yet  all  this  notwithstanding,  the  proud  legate,  contemning  this  so  The 
honest  and  reasonable  purgation  of  the  earl  Reimund,  ceased  not  by  JJJ 
all  manner  of  means  to  prosecute  the  pope's  fury  against  him  and  his  j>j'yinn>rof 
subjects,  stirring  up  the  king  and  the  Frenchmen,  under  pain  of 
excommunication,  to  war  against  them.     Louis,  the  Frencti  king,  $T^.rle 
thus  being  enforced  by  the  legate,  answered  again,  that  he,  for  his  ,ou"e- 
own  safety,  would  not  achieve  that  expedition,  or  adventure  against 
the  earl,  unless  it  were  first  obtained  of  the  pope  to  write  to  the  king 
of  England ;  commanding  him,  that,  during  the  time  of  that  expe- 
dition, he  should  invade  and  molest  no  part  of -his  lands  and  posses- 
sions which  he  at  that  time  did  hold,  whether  by  right  or  by  wrong, 
or  howsoever  they  were  holden,  while  the  time  of  the  said  war 
against  the  heretics  (as  they  were  then  termed)  did  endure,  but 
rather  should  aid  and  assist  him  with  counsel  and  money  in  that 
enterprise.    All  this  being  done  and  accomplished,  the  French  king 
and  the  legate  (crossing  themselves  to  the  field)  appointed  a  day 
peremptory  for  the  French  army  to  meet  together  at  Lyons,  under  J^*1*^ 
pain  of  the  pope's  excommunication,  and,  with,  horse  and  harness,  to  "Zl 
set  upon  the  people  of  Toulouse,  against  the  Ascension  day  next  »bU1*4 
ensuing. 

When  the  Ascension  day  was  come,  which  was  the  day  peremp-  [mimim 
torily  appointed,  the  French  king,  having  prepared  at  Lyons  all  j^^^j 
things  necessary  for  his  army,  marcheth  forward  with  a  great  and 
mighty  host ;  after  whom  also  cometh  the  legate,  with  his  bishops 
and  prelates.    The  number  of  fighting  men  in  his  army,  besides  j^f; 
the  victuallers  and  waggoners,  was  fifty  thousand  men.    The  legate, 
by  the  way,  openly  excommunicated  the  earl  of  Toulouse,  and  all 
that  took  his  part ;  and,  furthermore,  interdicted  his  whole  land.  xoniou»e 
Thus  the  king  marched  forward  till  he  came  into  the  province  of e*™- 
Toulouse ;  and  the  first  city  which  he  came  unto  there  of  the  earl's  «••*. 
was  Avignon,  which  city  tney  thought  first  to  besiege,  and  so  in 
order  afterwards,  as  they  went  to  destroy  and  waste  all  the  whole 
province  belonging  to  the  earl.    And  first  the  king  demanded  of 
them  to  have  his  passage  through  their  city ;  feigning  himself  in 
peaceable  wise,  but  for  the  expedition  of  his  journey,  to  pass  through 
the  same.    The  citizens,  consulting  with  themselves  what  was  to  oe 
done,  at  length  gave  answer,  that  they  mistrusted  their  coming,  and 
supposed  that,  in  deceit,  they  required  the  entrance  of  their  city,  and 
for  no  necessity  of  their  journey. 

The  king,  hereat  being  much  offended,  swore  an  oath,  that  he  city  of 
would  not  depart  thence  till  he  had  taken  the  city ;  and  immediately,  £^£2. 
in  those  places  where  he  thought  most  meet,  he  began  to  make  sharp 
attacks,  with  all  manner  of  saultable  engines ;  the  citizens  again 
within  manfully  defended  themselves,  and  casting  stone  for  stone, 
and  shooting  shot  for  shot,  slew  and  wounded  many  of  the  French- 
men. Thus,  when  they  had  long  besieged  the  city,  and  could  not 
win  the  same,  at  length  victuals  in  the  French  camp  began  to  fail, 
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*«rr  and  many  of  them  died  for  hunger ;  for  the  earl  of  Toulouse,  as  a 
wise  man  of  war,  hearing  before  of  their  coming,  took  into  the  town 
all  the  provision  that  was  abroad,  and  left  nothing,  without,  to  serve 
for  their  defence  and  succour ;  he  ploughed  up  the  fields,  that  there 
should  no  stover'  be  found  to  serve  their  horses ;  he  put  out  of  the 
town  all  the  old  people  and  young  children,  lest  they  should  want 
victuals  that  kept  the  town,  and  before  their  coming  sent  them  far 
away,  so  that  within  the  town  they  had  plenty,  and  without,  they  died 
for  famine.  And,  besides,  in  seeking  far  for  their  forage,  many  fell  into 
the  hands  of  them  that  kept  the  city,  who  secretly  lay  in  wait  for 
them  abroad,  and  slew  many  of  them  ;  besides  that,  a  great  number 
Fwnino   of  cattle  and  horses  died  for  want  of  forage ;  and  also  poor  soldiers, 
tSmtt"  who  had  no  great  store  of  money,  died  for  want  of  victuals.    By  the 
French    roo^ity  and  the  stench,  both  of  men  and  cattle,  grew  great  infection 
cunp.     and  pestilence  among  them ;  insomuch  that  the  king  himself,  and 
also  the  legate,  were  greatly  dismayed,  thinking  it  to  be  no  little 
shame,  as  well  to  the  realm  of  France,  as  also  to  Rome,  that  they 
should  so  depart  and  break  up  their  siege.     Thus  again  thought  the 
soldiers,  that  much  better  it  were  for  them  to  end  their  lives  by 
battle,  than  thus  to  starve  and  die  like  dogs ;  wherefore,  with  one 
consent,  they  purposed  to  give  a  new  assault  at  the  bridge  that  goeth 
over  the  Rhone  into  the  town,  to  which  place  they  came  in  such 
numbers,  that  either  by  the  debility  of  the  bridge,  or  by  the  subtlety 
Tb«      of  the  soldiers  that  kept  the  town,  three  thousand  of  them,  with 
wKUeJ.    bridge  and  all,  fell  armed  into  the  violent  stream,  and  were  drowned. 
»"it'eoyed  Wflftt  was  tnere>  tnen>  °ut  jov  and  gladness  on  the  citizen's  part, 
■i«K«  or   and  much  lamentation  and  heaviness  on  the  other  part  ?  Shortly 
Avignon.  af^er  this,  the  citizens  of  Avignon  (when  they  saw  a  convenient  time, 
whilst  their  enemies  were  eating  meat)  came  suddenly  upon  them 
out  of  the  town,  and  slew  of  them  two  thousand,  and  took  to  the 
town  again  with  safety.  But  the  legate,  with  his  company  of  prelates, 
like  good  men  of  war,  practised  no  other  martial  feats,  but  all  to  be 
Louu.  tbe  cursed, — the  earl  of  Toulouse,  his  cities,  and  his  people.  Louis  VIII. 
kinK.ch    the  king,  to  avoid  the  pestilence  that  was  in  the  camp,  went  into  an 

n'ci'iei  abbcy  not  far  offi   w!iere»  snortly  after*  he  die*1-    Of  his  death 
there  are  sundry  opinions;   some  saying,  that  he  was  poisoned; 
*        some,  that  he  died  of  a  bloody-flux,  a.  d.  1226 ;  whose  death, 
notwithstanding,  the  legate  thought  to  keep  secret  and  conceal,  till 
the  town  might  be  surrendered  and  given  up :  for  he  thought  himself 
shamed  for  ever  if  he  should  depart  before  the  town  were  won. 
ThefkiM  Wherefore,  after  he  had  encouraged  the  soldiers  afresh,  and  yet 
u"'iwfe"$  a^er  many  sharp  assaults  could  not  prevail,  he  bethought  him  how 
iSrav/ng  by  falsehood  he  might  betray  them,  and  sent  unto  them  certain 
ihc  city  of  heralds,  to  will  them  that  they  should  among  themselves  consult 
Avignon.  Upon  aj-^cJeg  0f  peace,  and  bring  the  same  to  their  camp,  whose  safe 
conduct  they  faithfully  promised  and  warranted,  both  of  coming,  and 
going.    When  they  had  given  their  pledges  for  the  same,  the 
messengers  from  the  citizens  talked  with  the  legate,  who  promised 
them,  if  they  would  deliver  up  their  city,  they  should  have  their  lives, 
goods,  and  possessions  in  as  ample  manner  as  now  they  enjoyed  the 
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same.  But  the  citizens  and  soldiers  refused  to  be  under  the  servi-  m«"v 
tude  of  the  French  king,  neither  would  so  deliver  up  their  city  to 


those  of  whose  insolent  pride  they  had  so  good  experiment.  After  A.  IX 
much  talk  on  Loth  sides,  and  none  likely  to  take  effect,  the  legate  *227, 
requested  them,  and  friendly  desired,  that  he  and  hia  prelates  who 
were  about  him,  might  come  into  their  city  to  examine  what  faith 
and  belief  they  were  of,  and  that  he  neither  sought  nor  meant  any 
other  thing  thereby,  but  their  own  safeties,  as  well  of  body  as  soul, 
which  thing  he  faithfully  swore  unto :  "  For,"  saith  he,  "  the  rumour 
of  your  great  infidelity  hath  come  to  the  lord  pope's  ear,  and  therefore 
desired  He  to  make  true  certificate  thereof.""  Hereupon  the  citizens, 
not  mistrusting  his  faithful  oath  and  promise  made  unto  them,  granted  J^1*.^ 
entrance  to  him  and  the  residue  of  the  clergy,  bringing  with  them  no  city  of 
weapon  into  the  town.  The  soldiers  of  the  camp,  as  it  was  agreed  t^kmT 
before,  made  themselves  ready,  so  that  at  the  entrance  of  the  prelates 
in  at  the  gate,  nothing  regarding  their  oath  and  fidelity,  the  others 
suddenly  were  ready,  and  with  violence  rushed  in,  slew  the  porter 
and  warders,  and,  at  length,  won  the  city  and  destroyed  the  same, 
and  slew  many  of  them  that  were  within.  When  by  falsehood  and 
policy  thev  had  thus  gotten  this  noble  city,  they  carried  the  king's 
corpse  to  Paris,  where  they  buried  the  same.  Of  the  whole  number 
of  the  French  soldiers  who  in  this  siege  were  destroyed  by  famine, 
pestilence,  and  drowning,  be  recounted  more  than  two  and  twenty 
thousand :  "  Whereby,*  saith  Matthew  Paris,  **  it  may  evidently 
appear  that  the  war  was  unjustly  token  in  hand."" 

After  these  things  finished,  and  after  the  funeral  of  the  king 
celebrated  at  Paris,  it  followeth  in  the  History  of  Matthew  Paris, 
that  the  said  legate,  Romanus,  was  vehemently  suspected  and  griev- 
ously defamed  as  having  abused  himself  with  Blanca,  the  king's 
mother:' — "  But  it  is  ungodly,'"  saith  he,  u  to  suspect  any  such 
thing  of  him,  because  his  enemies  so  rumoured  the  same  abroad ; 
but  a  gentle  mind  expoundeth  things  doubtful  in  the  better  part." 

To  pass  on  to  the  year  following,  which  was  a.d.  1227,  first  it  is 
to  be  noted,  that  in  this  year  King  Henry,  beginning  to  shoot  up 
unto  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age,  came  from  Reading  to  London, 
where  he  began  to  charge  the  citizens  of  London  for  old  reckonings ; 
namelv,  for  giving  or  lending  one  thousand  marks  to  Louis,  the 
French  king,  at  nis  departing  out  of  the  realm,  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  him  and  of  his  kingdom  ;  for  the  recompense  whereof  they 
were  constrained  to  yield  to  the  king  the  full  sum  of  the  like  money. 
Tliat  done,  he  removed  to  Oxford,  where  he  assembled  a  great  The  king 
council,  there  denouncing  and  protesting  before  them  all,  that  he  tobefreed 
was  come  to  sufficient  age  no  more  to  be  under  tutors  and  governors,  JSwK 
but  to  be  his  own  man,  requiring  to  be  freed  from  the  custody  ol 
others.    This  being  protested  against  and  resisted,  forthwith  he,  by  i 
the  counsel  of  Hubert  the  chief  justice,  whom  he  then  made  earl  of 
Kent,  removed  from  his  company  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and 
others,  under  whom  he  was  moderated ;  and  immediately,  in  the 
same  council,  by  the  sinister  persuasion  of  some,  he  doth  annihilate 
and  make  void  the  charters  and  liberties,  before,  by  him  granted ; 

CI)  ™  Scd  im plum  rit,  hoc  credere,  quia  vmuli  ejus  ho 
i  dubla  in  melius  intcrpreUtur." 
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u**ni  pretending  this  colour,  for  that  they  had  been  granted  and  scaled 

 1 —  in  the  time  of  his  minority,  at  a  time  when  he  had  the  rule  neither 

A.  D.  of  himself,  nor  of  his  seal ;  whereupon  much  muttering  and  mur- 
muring was  among  the  multitude,  who  did  all  impute  the  cause  to 


Be»oketh  Hubert,  the  justice.  Moreover,  it  was  at  the  same  time  proclaimed, 
u«  which  that  whosoever  had  any  charter  or  gift  sealed  in  the  time  of  the 
grJlZJd  king's  minority,  should  come  and  renew  the  same  again  under  the 
new  seal  of  the  king,  knowing  otherwise,  that  the  thing  should  stand 
in  no  effect.  And  finally,  for  renewing  of  their  seals,  they  were 
taxed  not  according  to  their  ability,  but  according  as  it  pleased  the 
justice  and  others  to  levy  upon  them. 

Moreover,  besides  this  general  subsidy  of  the  fifteenth,  granted  to 
the  king  through  the  whole  realm,  and  besides  all  the  contribution 
of  the  Londoners,  divers  other  parcels  and  payments  he  gathered 
through  several  places ;  as  of  the  burgesses  of  Northampton  he 
required  a  thousand  and  two  hundred  marks,  for  his  helping  of 
them,  and  so  of  others  likewise.    All  this  preparation  of  money 
was  made  toward  the  furnishing  ot  his  voyage  to  recover  Normandy : 
and  yet,  because  he  would  gratify  the  city  of  London  again  with 
ciiittns  some  pleasure,  he  granted  that  the  citizens  thereof  should  pass  toll- 
gTCjfi**  free,  saith  Fabian,  throughout  all  England ;  and  if,  of  any  city, 
ton.       borough,  or  town,  they  were  constrained  at  any  time  to  pay  their 
a  n. U2!i.  toll,  then  the  sheriffs  of  London  were  to  attach  every  man  coming 
to  London  of  the  said  city,  borough,  or  town,  and  him  with  Ins 
goods  to  withhold,  till  the  Londoners  were  again  restored  of  all  such 
money  paid  for  the  said  toll,  with  all  costs  and  damages  sustained  for 
the  same.1 

I  declared  before,  how  after  the  death  of  Honorius  succeeded  Pope 
Gregory  IX.,  between  whom  and  the  people  of  Rome  this  year  arose 
a  great  sedition,  insomuch  that  about  the  feast  of  Easter  they  thrust 
the  pope  out  of  the  city,  pursuing  him  unto  his  castle  at  Viterbium, 
where  also  they  invaded  him  so  valiantly,  that  they  chased  him  to 
Perugia.  Then  having  no  other  remedy  wherewith  to  revenge  his 
persecutors,  fiercely  he  did  excommunicate  them.* 
The  Here,  by  the  wav,  is  to  be  observed  and  considered,  christian 

chlm-h  reader,  not  only  by  this  sedition,  but  by  so  many  other  schisms,  divi- 
"rni^by  8'ons>  tumults,  fightings,  brawls,  and  contentions  in  the  church  of 
u.cirdUv  Rome  from  the  first  beginning  of  the  pope's  usurped  power,  and 
ind*'00'  that  not  only  within  the  city  of  Rome,  but  universally  almost  in  all 
MtliMM  P°P'sn  monasteries,  colleges,  churches,  and  covcnts  under  the  pope 
in  the***  subjected,  continually  reigning  amongst  them,  what  is  to  be  thought 
church,  of  their  religion  and  noliness,  naving  so  little  peace,  so  great  disquietr 
ness,  dissensions,  and  wrangling  amongst  them,  as  in  stories  manifest 
it  is  both  to  behold,  and  wondrous  to  consider. 
dumii-  Forasmuch  as  I  have  here  entered  into  the  mention  of  this  schis- 
•wwJTiihe  inatical  commotion  between  the  pope  and  his  citizens,  it  followeth  more- 
wvcntrf  ovcr' m  tne  history  of  Matthew  Paris,  who  maketh  relation  of  a  like 
Durham  brawling  matter,  which  befell  the  same  year  and  time,  a.d.  1228, 
between  the  prior  and  covent  of  Durham,  and  this  King  Henry  III., 
upon  this  occasion.  After  the  death  of  Richard,  bishop  of  Durham, 
the  prior  and  chapter  of  the  said  church  came  to  the  king,  to  obtain 

(!)  Ex  FaMmno.  per.  7.  (I)  Ex  Mmtth.  P«i*.  p.  09 
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license  for  the  electing  of  their  bishop.    The  king  offered  them  one 


Lucas,  a  chaplain  of  his,  requiring  them  instantly  to  elect  him  for 
their  bishop.    To  this  the  monks  answered,  that  they  would  receive  A-  D. 
no  man,  but  by  their  order  of  canonical  election ;  meaning,  belike,  122a 
by  their  canonical  election,  when  they  cither  elect  some  monk  out  of 
their  own  company,  or  else  some  monkish  priest  after  their  own 
liking.     Contrary,  the  king  again  sendeth  word  unto  them,  and 
bound  it  with  an  oatlu,  that  they  should  tarry  seven  years  without  a 
bishop,  unless  they  would  admit  the  aforesaid  Lucas  to  that  place  of 
dignity.    All  which  notwithstanding,  the  monks,  proceeding  in  their 
election,  refused  the  said  Lucas ;  and  preferred  another  clerk  of 
theirs,  named  William,  archdeacon  of  Worcester,  and  him  they 
presented  to  the  king:  but  the  king,  bringing  in  exceptions  and 
causes  against  that  party,  would  not  admit  him.   Then  the  monks,  in  The 
all  hasty  speed,  sent  up  to  Rome  certain  of  their  covent,  to  have  vurhuu 
their  election  ratified  by  the  authority  apostolical.     On  the  other  JJ^JJ0 
side,  the  king,  likewise  hearing,  sendeth  also  to  Rome  against  the  jggMi 
monks,  the  bishop  of  Chester  and  the  prior  of  Lentony  on  his  behalf,  Ling, 
to  withstand  the  purpose  of  the  monks.    And  so  the  matter,  being 
traversed  with  great  altercation  on  both  sides,  did  hang  in  suspense, 
saith  mine  author;  till  at  length  thus  it  was  concluded  between 
both,  that  neither  Master  William  nor  yet  Lucas  should  be  taken, 
but  that  Richard,  bishop  of  Sarum,  should  be  translated  to  Durham, 
and  be  bishop  there,    a.d.  1228.' 

The  like  stir  also  happened,  both  the  same  year,  and  for  a  like  matter, 
between  the  monks  of  Coventry  and  the  canons  of  Lichfield,  about 
choosing  their  bishop,  which  of  them  should  have  the  superior  voice 
in  the  election  of  their  prelate.  After  much  ado,  the  cause,  at 
length  being  hoisted  up  to  Rome,  had  this  detenu ination  ;  that 
the  monks  of  Coventry,  and  the  church  of  Lichfield,  should  choose 
their  bishop  by  course,  each  party  taking  turn,  the  one  after  the 
other :  provided,  notwithstanding,  that  the  prior  of  Coventry  should 
always  have  the  first  voice  in  every  election ;  whereas  the  old  custom 
was,  saith  mine  author,  that  the  covent  with  the  prior  of  Coventry 
was  wont  to  have  the  whole  election  of  the  bishop  without  the  canons. 
This  was  a.d.  1228.2 

In  that  year  died  Stephen  Langton,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  The chap 
by  whom,  as  is  recorded  by  Nicholas  Trivet,  the  cliaptcrs  of  the  %Sf£i 
Bible,  in  that  order  and  number  as  we  now  use  them,  were  first  dis- 
tinguished.    The  said  Langton  also  made,  postils3  upon  the  whole  by  ste- 
Bible.    The  same  prelate,  moreover,  builded  the  new  hall,  in  the  S^on. 
palace  of  Canterbury. 

After  the  death  of  this  Lington  ensued  another  variance  about  the 
election  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  between  the  monks  of  J^^the 
Canterbury  and  the  kins? :  the  perturbation  whereof  as  it  was  no  less  ™on.k» of 

...         J       ,  *  ,  i  Canter- 

seditious,  so  the  determination  ot  the  same  was  much  more  costly,  bury  and 
After  the  death  of  Langton,  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  obtaining 
license  of  the  king  to  proceed  in  the  election  of  a  new  archbishop, 
did  choose  one  of  their  own  society,  named  Master  Walter  Heme- 
sham  ;  whom,  when  the  monks  had  presented  unto  the  king,  he,  after 
long  deliberation,  began  to  object  against  that  election,  saying,  first,. 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  Paria.  (I)  Ibid,  fol.  GS.  (3) 
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/fory  that  the  monks  had  elected  such  a  one  as  was  neither  profitable  to 
him,  nor  his  kingdom.  Secondly,  he  objected  against  the  party  elect, 


A-D.  that  his  father  was  convicted  of  felony,  and  hanged  for  the  same. 
1228,  Thirdly,  that  he  stood  in  causes  against  his  lather,  King  John,  in  the 
time  of  the  interdict.    Moreover,  the  bishops,  his  suffragans,  charged 
f     the  party  elect,  that  by  a  certain  nun,  he  had  had  children  ;  adding 
further,  that  the  election  of  the  archbishop  was  without  their  presence, 
which  ought  not  to  be.    But  the  archbishop,  stoutly  standing  to 
the  election,  appealed  up  to  Rome,  and  cftsoons  taking  with  him 
certain  monks,  presented  himself  to  the  pope's  own  proper  person, 
there  to  sue  his  appeal,  instantly  entreating  that  his  election  might 
stand  confirmed  by  his  authority  pontifical ;  but  the  pope,  under- 
standing that  the  said  election  was  resisted  by  the  king  and  the 
bishops,  deferred  the  matter  until  he  did  hear  further  of  the  certainty 
thereof.    The  king  and  the  bishops,  having  intelligence  that  the 
archbishop  with  his  monks  were  gone  to  Rome,  thought  good  to 
articulate  the  aforesaid  objections  above  alleged,  in  writing;  and, 
Kin*      sealing  the  same  with  the  seals  both  of  the  king  and  of  the  bishops, 
MndSoi   to  exhibit  them  to  the  bishop  of  Rome.    The  messengers  of  these 
letters  were  the  bishops  of  Rochester,  of  Chester,  and  the  arch- 
deacon of  Bedford,  Master  John,  &c,  who,  coming  to  Rome,  and 
exhibiting  their  message  with  their  letters  unto  the  pope  (considera- 
tion being  had  upon  the  same),  were  commanded  to  wait  attendance 
against  the  next  day  after  Ash  Wednesday  :  then  to  have  a  resolute 
answer  concerning  the  cause,  which  was  the  second  day  of  March  the 
Tttheor  year  following;  that  is,  a.d.  1229.    In  the  mean  season,  the  king's 
•Mecootu  Proctors  ceased  not  with  all  instance  to  labour  the  pope  and  his 
iMd  and  carcnna's  *°      favourable  to  the  king's  side ;  but  finding  them  some- 
irciand    what  hard  and  striet  in  the  matter,  as  is  the  guise  of  that  court,  they 
tffir*  t^gan  to  misdoubt  their  speeding.    Wherefore,  consulting  together 
we-      with  themselves  upon  the  premises,  they  came  to  the  pope,  promising 
in  the  king's  behalf,  to  be  given  and  granted  to  him  out  of  the  realms 
both  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  tithe  or  tenth  part  of  all  the  goods 
within  the  said  realms  moveable,  to  sustain  his  wars  against  the 
emperor,  so  that  he  would  incline  favourably  to  the  king's  suit  and 
petition  herein.     "  But  the  pope,"  saith  Matthew  Paris,   "  who 
boiled  with  desire  above  all  measure,  to  have  the  emperor,  his  enemy, 
it  is  pity  cast  down,  beincf  cheered  with  such  great  promises,"  (O  auri  sacra 
wmuiTe  fames!)  "  granted  his  consent  to  them  ;"»  who,  sitting  then  in  his 
no  bribes,  consistory,  had  these  words  which  here  follow. 

The  Pope's  Answer  to  the  Election  of  Walter,  Archbishop  of 

Canterbury. 

There  hath  come,  of  late,  to  our  inU-lligcncc,  the  election  of  a  certain  monk 
named  Walter,  to  be  archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;   whereupon,  after  that  we 
heard  and  advised,  as  well  those  things  which  the  said  monk  hath  said  for 
himself  and  for  his  election  ;  as  also,  on  the  contrary  side,  the  objections  and 
No,  but    exceptions  of  the  bishops  of  England,  alleging  against  him  and  against  his 
when      election  ;  namely,  of  the  bishop  of  Chester,  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  John, 
BuTbSt  archdeacon  of  Bedford  :  we,  upon  the  same,  committed  the  examination, 
'  touching  the  person  of  the  man,  unto  our  reverend  brethren  Lord 


(I ,  "  At  rtominu*  papa,  qui  rfbellem  imt>o:M™-rin  mi;*t  omnin  tisnmhal  <!i-jir<rc,  tiuitU  ] 
»ionibu»  rxhilaratua,  traltitur  ad  < 
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Albany,  Lord  Cardinal  Thomas  de  Sabina,  and  Master  Peter.    And  when  the  iimrg 

aforesaid  fleet,  coming  before  them,  was  asked  of  them,  first  concerning  the  111 

Lord's  descending  into  hell,  whether  he  descended  in  flesh,  or  without  his  flesh,  \y 

he  answered  not  well.  Item,  being  asked  touching  the  making  of  the  body  of  1229. 
Christ  on  the  altar,  he  answered,  likewise,  not  soundly.  .  Being  asked,  moreover, 


how  Rachel  wept  for  her  children,  she  being  dead  before,  he  answered  not  "fJtl '  £■ 
well.     Item,  being  asked  concerning  the  sentence  of  excommunication  de-  without 
nounced  against  the  order  of  law,  he  answered  not  well.  Again,  being  required  *uch">m- 
of  matrimony,  if  one  of  the  married  parties  be  an  infidel,  and  do  depart,  he  {"","'" 


answered,  thereto,  not  well.    Upon  these  articles,  he  was  (as  is  said),  diligently  The 
examined  of  the  cardinal-  ;  to  the  which  we  say  he  answered  not  only  not  well,  ,lon  of 
but  also  very  ill.    Forasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  church  of  Canterbury  is  a  noble  W*h"' 
church,  and  requireth  a  noble  prelate,  a  man  discreet  and  modest,  and  such  as  bi«hoP  of 
ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  bosom  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  forasmuch  as  P™***". 
this  new  elect  (whom  not  only  here  we  pronounce  to  lie  unworthy,  but  also  solred  by 
should  say  more  of  him,  if  we  would  proceed  with  him  by  the  rigour  of  the  the  P"P*. 
law)  is  so  insufficient,  that  he  ought  not  to  be  admitted  to  such  a  room  :  we  do  {j'jng'. 
utterly  infringe,  annihilate,  and  evacuate  his  election,  always  reserving  to  money, 
ourselves  the  provision  of  the  said  church.' 

Thus,  the  election  of  Walter  being  frustrated  and  dissolved,  the 
king's  procurators,  bringing  forth  the  letters  of  the  king  and  of  the 
suffragans  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  presented  the  same  unto  the 
pope  for  the  ratification  of  Richard,  chancellor  of  Lincoln,  to  be 
appointed  archbishop  of  Canterbury;  whom  they,  with  great  commen- 
dation of  words,  did  set  forth  to  be  a  man  of  profound  learning  and 
knowledge,  of  an  honest  conversation,  and,  which  was  greatest  of*all, 
that  he  was  a  man  much  for  the  profit  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as  also 
for  the  realm  of  England.  The  said  Richard  being  thus  commended 
to  the  pope  by  the  letters  procuratory  of  the  king  and  of  the  bishop, 
had  the  consent  of  the  pope  and  of  the  cardinals,  and  so  was  made 
bishop  of  Canterbury  before  he  was  elected.  Whereupon  the  said 
Pope  Gregory,  in  his  behalf,  directed)  down  his  letters  to  all  and 
singular  the  suffragans  of  the  church  of  Canterbury,  declaring  thus,  The  effect 
and  beginning  first  with  a  lie,  that  4  forasmuch  as,  by  the  fulness  of 
ecclesiastical  power,  the  charge  of  pastoral  office  is  committed  to  him 
in  general  upon  all  churches,  he,  therefore,  for  the  solicitude  he  k»d»  of 
beareth,  as  well  to  all  other  churches  in  general,  as  in  an  especial  bury, 
manner  to  the  metropolitan  church  of  Canterbury,  repudiating  and  ffiPjffi 
disannulling  the  former  election  of  Walter,  the  monk,  upon  just  with  a  lie. 
causes,  hath  provided  for  that  see  a  man,  as,  in  all  other  good  gifts, 
perfect  and  excellent,  by  the  report  of  them  that  know  him,  so,  for 
that  function,  very  fit  and  commodious;  and  willcth  and  com- 
manded them,  and  all  others,  by  his  authority  apostolical,  with 
all  devout  reverence  to  receive  him,  and  humbly  to  obey  him. 
a.d.  1229:* 

These  things  thus  finished  at  Rome,  the  pope,  not  forgetting  the  tm»  wM 
sweet  promises  made  of  the  English  silver  which  he  so  greedily  gaped  l£™ 
for,  omitting  neither  time  nor  diligence,  in  all  speedywise  sendeth,  ^',0(Pr'rf 
unto  the  king  of  England,  Master  Stephen,  his  own  chaplain  and  bury, 
trusty  legate,  to  require  and  collect  the  aforesaid  tithes  of  all  the  wTuf" 
moveable  goods  both  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales,  which  were  J^f,1*** 
promised  to  him  before ;  therewith  to  maintain  his  war  against  England. 
Frederic,  the  emperor.    And,  to  the  intent  he  might  inflame  all 
christian  realms  with  the  like  hatred  which  he  l>arc  against  Frederic, 


())  R>r  ex  V,tth.  P»ri.leTui  ad  re, bum.  (2)  Ex  MattJi  Paris. 

C  C  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


EXTOBTIOJf  OF  THE  POPE. 

Htmrt  the  emperor,  he  sendeth  also  with  the  said  Stephen  special  letters,  full 
of  manifold  complaints  and  grievous  accusations  against  the  said 


A.D.  emperor,  whereof  more  (Christ  granting)  shall  be  showed  hereafter. 
1229-  Upon  the  coming  of  this  Stephen,  the  legate,  the  king  assembled  all 
his  earls  and  barons,  with  the  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors, 
templars,  hospitallers,  parsons,  vicars,  and  others,  sueh  as  held  of 
^        him  in  capite,  to  appear  before  him  at  Westminster,  to  hear  and  to 
required  commune  of  the  matter ;  in  the  assembly  of  whom  the  pope's  patent 
or Vtilhc  letters  were  brought  forth  and  read ;  wherein  he  required  the  tenths 
SSeHn   °f  a^  ^e  m°veahles  in  England,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  as  well  of  the 
England,  clergy  as  of  the  laity,  to  maintain  his  expedition  against  the  aforesaid 
amiiro-  Frederic,  the  emperor.    As  he  pretended  to  achieve  and  to  take  in 
land-      liand  this  expedition  for  the  cause  of  the  universal  church,  and 
Mm     happily  had  begun  the  matter  already ;  and  forasmuch  as  the  riches 
SftS?"  °f  "le  apostolic  sec  did  not  suffice  for  the  accomplishing  of  so  great 
PnT'  th  an  enterprise  •  ne  therefore,  enforced  by  mere  necessity,  did  implore 
name  of  the  aid  and  help  of  all  the  true  obedient  and  natural  chickens  of  the 
Jn^rch,   church  of  Rome,  lest  the  members  thereof,  together  with  the  head, 
should  be  subverted.   These  letters  of  the  pope,  to  this  effect,  being 
openly  recited  and  explained  by  the  pope's  chaplain,  which  he,  with 
much  more  allegation  and  persuasion  of  words,  did  amplify  to  his 
uttermost,  the  king,  saith  mine  author,  in  whom  all  men  did  hope  for 
help  to  their  defence,  became  then  as  a  staff  of  reed ;  for,  much  as  he 
SJ*,      haa  obliged  himself  to  the  same  before  for  the  election  of  his  arch- 
mouth^   bishop,  now  could  he  say  nothing  against  it,  but  held  his  peace.  The 
earls,  barons,  and  all  the  laity  utterly  refused  so  to  bind  tneir  baronies 
to  the  church  of  Rome :  but  the  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  with  other 
prelates  of  the  church,  first,  requiring  space  and  respite  to  deliberate 
for  three  or  four  days ;  at  length,  for  fear  of  the  pope's  curse 
(although  they  durst  not  utterly  withstand)  had  brought  to  pass  to 
have  concluded  for  a  sum  of  money  much  less,  had  not  Stephen 
Segrave,  one  of  the  king's  counsellors,  craftily  conventcd  with  the 
legate,  and  by  subtle  means  brought  it  so  to  pass,  that  the  whole 
tenths  were  gathered  and  paid,  to  the  inestimable  damage,  saith 
Matthew  Paris,  both  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  temporal  state ;  the 
means  whereof,  saith  the  author,  were  these :  the  legate  showing  to 
the  prelates  his  procuratory  Jctters,  to  collect  and  gather  up  all  the 
aforesaid  tenths  in  the  name  and  authority  of  the  pope,  declared, 
Rlcwn.  moreover,  the  full  authority  to  him  granted  by  the  virtue  of  his  com- 
mission, to  excommunicate  all  such,  and  to  interdict  their  churches, 
whosoever  did  gainstand  or  go  contrary  to  the  said  collection. 
Whereupon,  by  the  said  virtue  legantine,  he  sendeth  to  every  shire 
his  proctors,  to  gather  the  pope's  money,  or  else  to  excommunicate 
them  who  refused  to  pay.   And,  forasmuch  as  the  present  need  of  the 
pope  required  present  help  without  delay,  he  sendeth  moreover  to 
the  bishops  and  prelates  of  the  realm,  on  pain  of  interdiction,  forth- 
with to  procure  and  send  to  him  either  of  tlieir  own,  or  by  loan 
or  usance,  or  by  what  means  soever,  so  much  money,  in  all  post 
speed,  for  the  present  use  of  the  pope ;  and  after,  to  take  up  again 
the  said  money  of  the  tenths  of  every  single  person,  by  the  right 
taxing  of  their  goods.    Upon  this,  the  prelates,  to  avoid  the  danger, 
having  no  other  remedy,  were  driven  to  sell  their  chalices,  cruets, 
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copes,  jewels,  and  other  church  plate,  and  some  to  lay  to  mortgage 
such  things  as  they  had,  some  also  to  borrow  upon  usance,  to  make 


the  money  which  was  required.    Moreover  the  said  Stephen,  the  A.  D. 
pope's  chaplain,  as  reporteth  Matthew  Paris,  brought  with  him  into  *229, 
England,  for  the  same  purpose,  such  bankers  and  usurers ;  who,  lend-  JJ""E 
ing  out  their  money  upon  great  usury,  did  unreasonably  pinch  the  into  *fcng 
English  people,  which  merchant  usurers  were  then  called  Caursini.  u?*^ 
Briefly,  such  strait  exaction  was  then  upon  the  poor  Englishmen, 
that  not  only  their  present  goods  were  valued  and  taxed,  but  also  the 
corn  yet  growing  m  the  field  against  the  next  harvest  was  tithed,  com 
Only  the  earl  of  Chester,  named  Hanulph,  stood  stoutly  against  the  SSJ^" 
pope,  suffering  none  within  his  dominion,  either  layman  or  clerk,  ,lthe<1  to 
to  yield  any  tenths  to  the  pope's  proctors.1  And  this  was  the  end  of  a.dpi22»; 
the  strife  between  the  monks  of  Canterbury  and  the  king  for  the 
election  of  their  archbishop,  which  was  about  a.  d.  1220  ;  in  which 
year  was  finished  the  new  church  of  Coventry,  by  Alexander,  bishop 
of  the  said  city,  and  partly  by  the  help  of  the  king,  which  church. 
Richard,  his  predecessor,  a  bishop  of  Coventry,  had  begun. 

The  Frenchmen  about  this  time  again  prepared  themselves  jh« 
towards  Provence,  to  war  against  the  aforesaid  Reimund,  earl  ofEope'•. 

o  ~  I-  reach 

Toulouse,  and  to  drive  him  out  of  his  possessions ;  and,  hearing  that  »nt»y. 
he  was  in  his  castle  of  Saracene,  they  marched  thither  all  their  power,  t»dMtnw 
thinking  there  to  enclose  and  compass  him  about ;  but  the  carl,  being  {,edimund' 
privy  to  their  conspired  purpose,  set  for  them  by  the  way,  appointing 
certain  ambushments  in  woods,  not  so  secretly  as  strongly,  there  to  way. 
wait  and  receive  the  coming  of  the  Frenchmen,  and  to  give  them 
their  welcome.    Thus  when  the  French  were  entered  the  wood,  the 
earl,  with  his  train  of  well  armed  and  able  warriors,  suddenly  did  fly 
upon  them  unawares,  and  gave  them  a  bitter  meeting,  so  that,  in  that 
conflict,  five  hundred  of  the  French  soldiers  were  taken  and  many 
slain.    Of  their  servitors,  to  the  number  of  two  thousand  men  with 
their  armour  were  taken,  of  whom  some  lost  their  eyes,  some 
their  noses,  some  their  ears,  some  their  legs,  and  so  were  sent  home  ; 
the  rest  were  carried  away  prisoners  into  the  castle.     "  And  to  be 
brief,"  saith  the  history, "  thrice  in  the  same  summer  were  the 
Frenchmen  discomfited,  put  to  flight,  and  taken  and  imprisoned  by  tjie 
aforesaid  Reimund  the  godly  carl.1    Wherein  is  to  be  seen  and  'to 
be  praised  the  gracious  protection  of  the  Lord  our  God  against  the 
furious  papists,  who  is  glorious  always  in  his  saints.' 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  Pari*,  fol.  74.  (I)  Ibid.  p.  6». 

(3)  We  mutt  conclude  that  our  author  extol*  rather  the  goodness  of  God  in  (riving  the  victory, 
than  the  cruel  manner  in  which  earl  Reimund  improved  it.  But  while  we  tbrink  with  disgust  at 
these  excesses  inflicted  upon  the  French  soldiery,  it  mutt  be  remembered  that  Heimund.  the 
seventh  earl,  waa  influenced  more  by  political  motive*,  than  by  the  forceof  that  love,  which  is  taught 
in  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Without  this  holy  principle,  we  cannot  be  surprised 
that  the  atrocious  severities  which  his  predecessor  suffered,  and  which  he  saw  inflicted  upon  hit 
own  people  by  the  papal  power,  fostered  within  him  a  spirit  of  unrelenting  rigour,  which  might  in 
time  become  the  dominant  principle  of  his  nature.  Let  us  for  a  moment  glsncc  at  some  of  the 
hideous  scenes  to  which  a  most  bitter  persecution  had  familiarised  his  mind,  and  then  let  any  candid 
reader  Judge  whether  the  papist*  have  nol  more  cause  to  blush  at  the  name  of  pope  Inno- 
cent III.,  the  founder  of  the  Inquisition,  than  the  Albigense*  have  at  the  name  of  the  cutis 
Heimund.  "  The  subjects  of  Raymund  [V  Ith]  earl  of  Toulouse,  and  of  some  other  great  personage* 
in  hi*  neighbourhood,  so  generally  professed  the  Waldcnsian  doctrines,  that  they  became  the  peculiar 
object*  of  papal  vengeance.  The  inhabitant*  of  Toulouse.  Cartas  sone,  Bezier*.  Narbr.nne, 
Avignon,  and  many  other  cities,  who  were  commonly  called  the  Albigense*,  were  exposed  to  • 
persecution  more  cruel  and  atrocious  than  any  recorded  in  history." -(Milner,  Ch.  Hist.  vol.  iii 


JKIM-IUUUII     1UUIC    HUB    <UU.     .IUUUUIH    HUM    UIIJ    ICIUIUVU    IU    I11IIUIJ.   »  .Tlllllll  ,  V  II.    1  ■  .  .... 

p.  i84.)  The  first  victim*  of  the  deitructlve  and  Iniidiou*  machination*  of  the  Inquisition, 
uutituted  about  thia  period  (A.  d.  1106),  were  the  people  of  the  earl  Reimund.  "  The  beginnimr 
«f  the  thirteenth  century"  (continue*  the  above  author),  "saw  thousand*  of  person*  hangod  or 
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HtnrS      The  same  year,  the  king,  being  at  Portsmouth,  had  assembled 
together  all  his  nobility,  carls,  barons  and  knights  of  England,  with 


A.  I). 
1229. 


such  an  army  of  horsemen  and  footmen,  as  hath  not  been  lightly  seen, 
thinking  to  recover  again  the  countries  of  Normandy  and  Gauut,  and 
other  possessions  which  King  John,  his  father,  before,  had  lost ;  but, 
when  the  captains  and  marshals  of  the  held  would  take  shipping, 
there  were  not  half  ships  enough  to  receive  the  host.  Hereupon  the 
king  was  vehemently  inflamed  with  anger,  laying  all  the  fault  on 
Hubert,  the  lord  chief  justice,  who,  under  the  king,  had  all  the 
government  of  the  realm,  calling  him  4  old  traitor,'1  charging  him  that 
he  would  be  the  let  of  his  voyage,  as  he  was  before,  when  he  took  of 
the  French  queen  five  thousand  marks  to  stay  the  king's  journey  into 
Normandy.  In  so  much  was  the  rage  of  the  king  kindled  against 
prince.  °f  him,  that,  drawing  his  sword,  he  made  at  him  to  run  him  through,  had 
tw'that  not  R^nulplN  the  earl  of  Chester,  stopped  the  king.  Hubert  withdrew 
bejrhief  himself  away  till  the  king's  rage  was  past.  This  was  about  Michael- 
mas, at  which  time  arrived  Henry,  earl  of  Normandy,  in  the  haven  of 
Portsmouth,  in  the  month  of  October ;  who  should  have  conducted 


I  by  these diabolical  devices,  whose  sole  crime  wm,  that  they  trusted  only  to  Jcsu*  ChrUt  fur 
salvation,  and  renounced  all  the  vain  hoots  of  self  righteous  idolatry  and  s upcrstiilon."  We  win 
not  relate  detail*  too  terrible  and  disgusting  to  peruse;  they  may  be  found  elsewhere  :  but  a  brief 
extract  from  Stockdale's  History  of  the  Inquisition  (p.  lull  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
horrors  of  this  ordeal.  "  When  the  accused  was  condemned  to  the  torture,  they  conducted  him  to 
the  place  destined  for  its  application,  which  was  called  The  Place  of  Torment.  It  was  a  subter- 
raneous vault,  the  descent  to  w  hich  was  by  an  infinite  number  of  winding  passages,  in  order  that 
the  shrieks  of  the  unhappy  sufferers  should  not  be  heard.  In  this  plac*  there  wers  no  seats  but 
such  as  were  destined  for  the  inquisitors,  who  were  always  present  at  the  infliction  of  the  torture. 
It  was  lighted  only  by  two  gloomy  lamps,  whoso  dim  and  mournful  light  served  but  to  show  to  the 
criminal,  the  instruments  of  his  torment :  one  or  more  executioners  attended,  as  the  case  required. 
These  executioners  were  clothed  nearly  in  the  same  manner  in  which  penitents  are  dressed,— in  a 
large  robe  of  black  buckram ;  their  heads  and  faces  concealed  under  a  cowl  of  the  same  colour,  with 
holes  for  the  eyes,  the  nose,  and  the  mouth.  This  spectre-like  figure  seized  the  criminal,  and 
stripped  him  of  his  clothes,"  <tc.  The  same  author  (p.  47)  observes,  in  reference  to  the  persecutions 
of  the  Albigenscs,  "  The  siege  of  Hellers  commenced :  it  was  urged  by  all  the  fury  of  persecution, 
and  sustained  with  all  the  energy  of  despair.  The  contest  was  too  unequal !  upon  lhe22d  of  July, 
1209,  a  day  ever  memorable  in  the  annali  of  Europe,  the  ramparts  were  forced,  and  the  crusaders 
entered  the  city.  Hlecding  humanity  attempts  in  vain  to  discredit  the  sad  story  of  the  scene  which 
fallowed.  Men,  women,  children,  old  and  young,  were  murdered,  without  mercy  and  witT 
distinction.  Not  even  the  temples  of  the  Almighty  were  respected  ;  the  unhappy  victims 
ntered  upon  the  very  altars  to  which  they  had  fled  for  refuge ;  and  when  the  troops 
ed  with  massacre,  thev  fastened  the  doors  of  the  churches,  wherein  thousands  were  immured, 
and  setting  fire  to  the  buildings,  the  conflagration  completed  the  destruction  of  those  whom  the 
sword  had  spared." — "  After  this,  we  need  not  be  astonished  to  hear,  that  upwards  of  sixty  thou- 
sand victims  perished  on  that  day."  Nor  arc  these  cruelties  to  be  attributed  to  the  spirit  of  an 
uncultivated  age,  for  the  reader  may  now  be  referred  to  one  of  the  enemies  of  the  Albigetvses,  who 
defends  the  enormities  here  described :  we  mean  the  Right  licv.  John  Milner,  D.O.  In  the  Seventh 
Edition  of  his  "  Letters  to  a  Prebendary,''  p.  72,  this  Romish  writer,  in  speaking  of  the  Albigeruos, 
,— "  It  was  against  these  pest*  of  society  and  human  nature,  that  fires  were  first  lighted 


in  the  West,  are. ;  aud  it  was  to  repress  and  rout  out  these,  arc.  that  the  crusade  of  ■ 
Montfort  and  the  Inquisition  were  sit  on  foot,  and  that  the  canons,  ax.  were  passed."  And  in  the 
next  page,  this  writer  (who  assures  us  that  persecution  is  no  tenet  of  the  Romish  church.)  speaks 
of  the  "  much  lamented  persecution  of  the  Altrigenses.  to  which,  however,  we  are  Indebted  for  the 
continuance  of  society  and  the  human  race," arc. — "Three  hundred  thousand  pilgrim*,  induced 
by  the  united  motives  of  avarice  and  superstition,  filled  the  country  of  the  Albigenses  with  carnage 
and  confusion  for  a  number  of  years."  "  The  castle  of  Mencrbc,  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  for  want 
of  water,  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  surrendering  to  the  pope's  legate.  A  certain  abbot  under- 
took to  preach  to  those  who  were  found  in  the  castle,  and  to  exhort  them  to  acknowledge  the  ; 
but  they  interrupted  his  discourse,  declaring  thai  his  labour  was  to  no  purpose.  Karl  £ 
(Montlort)  and  the  legate  then  caused  a  great  fire  to  be  kindled  :  and  they  burned  a  hundred  i 
forty  person*  of  both  sexes.  These  martyrs  died  in  triumph,  praising  God  that  he  had  con 
them  worthy  to  sutler  for  the  sake  of  Christ."— 'Milner**  Church  Hiitory,  vol.  lit.  p.  iM2.) 
sixth  earl  Relmund,  after  a  life  of  suffering  and  persecution,  died  in  peace,  a.d.  1222.  His  suo 
sor,  the  subject  of  the  present  history,  pressed  on  nil  sides  by  the  enemies  of  the  truth  and  "  the 
sinful  seat  of  Rome,"  was  constrained,  a.d.  1229,  to  purchase  an  ignominious  peace,  by  sacrificing 
a  portion  of  his  possessions  to  Louis  IX.,  the  French  king,  and  making  the  acrustomed  peace 
of ning  to  Pope  Gregory  IX.  We  come  then  to  this  conclusion :  Our  author,  who,  only  on  a 
foreign  shore  could  escape  the  sanguinary  rage  of  the  papists  in  queen  Mary's  reign,  praises  God 
for  their  defeat,  and  attaches  to  them  the  cpitnet  «  furious,"  In  his  recollections  of  wrong,  and 
injuries  suffered  by  his  fellow -protes tan ta.  Relmund,  the  virtim  of  papal  cruelty.  Insult,  aud 
rage,  in  the  flush  of  victory,  surrounded  by  an  infuriated  soldiery,  permitted  the  barbarities  here 
related,  against  his  prisoners.  The  church  of  Rome,  In  the  written  decrees  of  her  councils— in  the 
calm  deliberation*  of  her  primates — in  the  mournful  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition  — in  cold  blood—  in 
premeditated  crime,  has  made  herself  "drunk  with  the  blood"  of  innocent  minium,  whose 
I  .it™.,.  (,  in  heaven,  and  whose  record  it  on  hi*l.  .-__«„. 
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the  king,  upon  his  allegiance  ami  oath,  into  Normandy,  but  he,  with  >y«f 

others  of  tiie  king's  army,  counselled  the  king  not  to  take  that  — 

voyage  towards  winter,  but  rather  to  defer  it  to  the  Easter  following ;  ~  ~" 

wherewith  the  king  was  stayed  and  well  contented,  and  pacified  again  •  '- 

with  Hubert,  the  justice,  &c.1 

Fabian  recordeth  this  year  the  liberties  and  franchises  of  the  city  of 
London  to  be  confirmed  by  the  king ;  and  to  each  of  the  sheriffs 
to  be  granted  two  clerks,  and  two  officers,  without  any  more.* 

Then  followed  a.d.  1230,  in  which,  upon  the  day  of  the  conver- 
sion of  St.  Paul,  as  saith  Matthew  Paris,  as  a  great  multitude  of 
people  for  the  solemnity  of  the  day  were  congregate  in  the  temple  of 
St.  Paul,  the  bishop  then  being  at  his  mass,  a  sudden  darkness  with 
such  thickness  of  clouds  fell  in  the  air,  that  scarcely  one  man  might 
see  another  in  the  church.    After  that  followed  cracks  of  thunder  A  tudden 
and  lightning  so  terrible,  leaving  such  a  scent  in  the  church,  that  the  {^"ror*^e 
people,  looking  for  doomsday,  thought  no  less  but  that  the  steeple  pc^pfr  in° 
and  whole  church  would  have  fallen  upon  their  heads;  insomuch  that  church  by 
running  out  of  the  church,  the  people  fell  down  together  by  thou-  Jf*61 
sands,  as  men  amazed,  not  knowing  for  the  time  where  they  were ;  lightning, 
only  the  bishop  and  his  deacon  stood  still  at  their  mass,  holding  fast 
by  the  altar.' 

Of  the  death  of  Stephen  Langton,  and  of  the  troublesome  election  A.D.mi. 
of  the  next  archbishop,  also  of  the  costly  and  chargeable  bringing  in 
of  Richard  to  succeed  in  his  room,  which  did  cost  the  whole  realm 
of  England  the  tenths  of  all  their  moveables,  sufficient  hath  been 
declared  before.    This  Richard,  being  now  confirmed  in  his  seat,  Qinn. 
came  to  the  king,  complaining  of  Hubert,  the  lord  chief  justice,  oft  ftj"^* 
mentioned  before,  for  withholding  from  him  the  castle  and  town  of  arch- 
Tunbridge,  with  the  appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  and  other  cmuS."' 
lands  of  the  earl  of  Clare,  late  deceased,  which  lands  appertain  to  the  ("ft,,, 
right  of  his  see,  and  to  the  church  of  Canterbury ;  for  which  the  said  jjjjSjjj. 
earl  with  his  ancestors  were  bound  to  do  homage  to  him  and  to  justice, 
his  predecessors :  and,  therefore,  he  required  the  keeping  of  the 
aforesaid  castle,  with  the  domains  thereof,  to  be  restored  to  him.  To 
this  the  king  answered,  that  the  said  earl  did  hold  of  him  in  capite, 
and  that  the  castles  being  vacant  of  earls  and  barons,  with  their  heirs, 
did  belong  to  his  crown,  till  the  lawful  age  of  the  said  heirs.  The 
archbishop,  when  he  could  get  no  other  answer  of  the  king,  did 
excommunicate  all  such  as  invaded  the  aforesaid  possessions,  with  all 
others  that  took  their  part,  the  king  only  excepted.    This  done, 
eftsoons  he  speedeth  himself  to  Rome,  there  to  prosecute  his  suit 
before  the  pope.    The  king  hearing  thereof,  not  long  after  sendcth 
up  master  Roger  Cantelu,  with  certain  other  messengers,  unto  Rome 
against  the  archbishop. 

Thus  Richard  the  archbishop,  coming  before  the  pope's  presence, 
beginncth  first  to  complain  of  his  king,  for  that  he  committed  all  the 
affairs  of  his  realm  to  the  disposition  and  government  of  Hubert,  his 
justice,  using  only  his  counsel,  all  his  other  nobles  despised. 

Against  the  said  justice,  moreover,  he  complained,  laying  to  his 
charge :  first,  that  he  had  married  a  wife,  being  the  kinswoman  of 
her  whom  he  had  married  before ;  also  that  the  said  Hubert,  the 
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"n?.  J"81^'  ^  invade,  hold,  and  wrongfully  detain  such  possessions 
as  belonged  to  the  see  and  church  of  Canterbury. 


A.D.      As  touching  the  wife  of  this  Hubert,  here  is  to  be  noted,  that  he 
123L  married  the  elder  sister  of  the  king  of  Scots  :  which,  as  it  seemeth, 
could  be  of  no  great  kin  to  her  whom  he  married  before. 

Further,  he  complained  of  certain  bishops,  his  suffragans,  who, 
neglecting  their  pastoral  function,  did  sit  on  exchequer  matters 
belonging  to  the  king,  and  exercised  sessions  and  judgments  of  blood. 

Over  and  besides,  he  complaincth  of  beneficed  persons,  and  clerks 
in  orders,  for  having  many  benefices  joined  with  cure  of  soul :  and 
that  they  also,  taking  example  of  the  bishops,  did  intermeddle  in 
secular  matters,  and  in  judgments  of  laymen. 

Of  these  and  such  other  defaults  he  required  redress  to  be  had. 
The  pope,  weighing  the  cause  of  the  archbishop,  and  considering  it  to 
stand  upon  right  and  reason,  at  leastwise  seeming  so  to  his  purpose, 
commanded  incontinent  his  petitions  and  requests  to  be  despatched 
according  to  justice. 

Against  these  complaints  of  the  archbishop,  the  king's  attorneys 
alleged  and  defended  as  much  in  favour  of  the  king  as  they  might, 
Rnpect  but  could  do  no  good :  such  favour  found  the  archbishop  in  the 
ofpcr»oM  ppg'g  8ight,  being,  as  the  story  reporteth,  of  a  comely  personage, 
withthi  an^  °^  an  em(luent  tongue,  that  he  obtained  whatsoever  lie  asked, 
pope.     Thus  the  archbishop,  with  all  favourable  speed  being  despatched  from 
Rome  after  liis  own  will  and  desire,  returned  homeward ;  who,  in  his 
journey,  within  tlirec  days  of  his  setting  forth,  departed  in  the  house 
of  Grey  friars  at  St.  Gemmes,  and  so  his  cause  departed  with  him  : 
who,  winning  his  suit,  lost  his  life ;  for  whom  it  had  been  better,  I 
suppose,  to  have  tarried  at  home.    And  here  of  him  an  end,  with  all 
liis  complaints  also.1 

After  the  death  of  this  Richard,  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  accord- 
ing to  the  manner,  address  themselves  to  a  new  election,  at  which 
was  chosen  Radulph  Nevil,  bishop  of  Chichester,  who  was  the  king's 
chancellor,  much  commended  in  stories  as  a  man  faithful,  upright, 
and  constant,  who  from  the  way  of  justice  declined  neither  to  the 
right  hand  nor  to  the  left,  but  was  upright  and  sincere  both  in  word 
and  deed.*  This  Radulph,  thus  chosen  of  the  monks,  was  presented 
unto  the  king  to  be  their  archbishop,  wherewith  the  king  was  right 
well  contented,  and  glad  also  of  this  election,  and  forthwith  invested 
AnroH-  him  for  archbishop  of  the  church  of  Canterbury.  But  this  investing 
TJ^°r  of  the  king  was  not  enough,  unless  he  should  also  be  confirmed 
by  the  pope.  Wherefore  the  monks,  ready  to  take  their  journey 
unto  Rome,  came  to  the  new  archbishop,  requiring  his  help  for  their 
expenses  by  the  way,  and  to  know  what  service  he  would  command 
them  to  the  court  of  Rome.  But  he,  fearing  in  his  mind  the  same 
not  to  be  without  some  scruple  of  simony  and  ambition,  said,  he 
would  not  give  a  halfpenny,  and,  holding  up  his  hands  to  heaven, 
thus  prayed,  saying,  "  O  Lord  God,  if  I  shall  be  thought  worthy  to 
be  called,  although  indeed  unworthy,  to  the  seat  and  office  of  this 
church,  so  be  it  as  thou  shalt  dispose  it.  But  if,  otherwise,  in  this 
troublesome  office  of  chancery,  and  this  my  inferior  ministery,  where- 
unto  I  have  been  assigned,  I  shall  seem  more  necessary  for 
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thy  kingdom  and  people,  I  refuse  not  my  labour;  thy  will  be  Hemp,. 
done  r  IIf 


The  monks,  beholding  the  constancy  of  the  man,  notwithstanding  A.  D. 
they  had  of  him  no  money,  yet  refused  not  their  travail  and  journey  1231- 
to  Rome,  to  have  their  election  confirmed  by  the  pope's  authority,  gimon 
The  pope  inquiring  of  Simon  Langton  (brother  of  Stephen  Langton,  Jjjjg1  on- 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  before  mentioned)  respecting  the  person  buhop 
of  this  man,  it  was  reported  to  him  by  the  said  Simon  (maliciously  m»ii°lou» 
depraving  the  good  man  behind  his  back),  declaring  to  the  pope,  that  ^^j," 
he  was  a  courtier,  unlearned,  hasty  and  fervent  in  his  doings,  and  one  «*»»- 
who,  if  he  should  1m?  promoted  to  that  dignity,  would  go  about,  with  eiect°p 
the  help  of  the  king  and  of  the  whole  realm,  to  remove  and  bring  the 
realm  of  England  from  under  the  yoke  of  the  pope  and  the  church  of 
Rome,  and  so  to  bereave  the  see  of  Rome  of  the  tribute,  to  which 
King  John  had  once  subjected  himself  and  his  realm,  at  the  time  he 
yielded  his  crown  to  the  hands  of  Pandulph,  the  legate.    With  these 
and  such  other  words  Simon  Langton  falsely  and  maliciously  depraved 
the  godly  bishop.    The  pope  hearing  with  one  ear,  and  crediting  iuuh 
what  he  heard,  without  further  inquisition  made  of  the  other  party  inC"1' 
accused,  sendeth  immediately  to  the  monks  of  Canterbury  to  proceed  p°p*- 
in  a  new  election,  and  to  choose  them  another  archbishop,  such 
as  was  an  wholesome  pastor  of  souls,  profitable  unto  the  church 
of  England,  and  devoted  to  the  church  of  Rome :  and  thus  was  the 
lawful  election  of  this  good  archbishop  made  frustrate ;  too  good, 
pcradventure,  to  serve  in  that  place  whereunto  he  was  elected. 

After  the  repulse  of  this  Radulph,  the  Canterbury  monks,  enter-  Twoeiee- 
ing  on  a  new  election,  agreed  for  John,  their  prior,  to  be  their  {£5^ 
metropolitan,  who,  going  ud  to  Rome  to  have  his  election  confirmed  tb«  m*- 
by  the  pope,  was  for  three  days  together  examined  of  the  cardinals ; 
and  when  they  could  find  no  insufficiency  in  him,  touching  those 
things  wherein  they  tried  him,  yet,  notwithstanding,  the  pope, 
finding  fault  with  his  age  (he  perad  venture  being  more  aged  himself), 
repealed  him,  for  that  he  said  he  was  too  old  and  simple  to  sustain 
that  dignity.1    What  was  the  age  of  this  person,  I  find  not  in  the 
author  expressed  ;  yet  it  is  to  be  supposed,  that  he,  who  was  able  to 
take  that  journey  to  Rome  and  home  again,  was  not  so  greatly  to  be 
complained  of  for  his  age,  but  that  he  was  able  sufficiently  to  take 
pains  in  keeping  the  chair  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  former  parts  of  the  preceding  story  partly,  before,  hath  been  ^ 
declared,  partly,  hereafter,  snail  further  appear  (Christ  willing)  how  f°r*  » 
the  church  of  England  and  the  commons  of  the  same  were  grieved  at>i°7x- 
and  miserably  afflicted  by  the  intolerable  oppressions  of  the  pope,  "n'" 
who,  through  his  violent  extortion,  had  procured  the  best  benefices  to 
be  given  to  his  Romans,  and  the  chief  fruits  of  them  to  be  reserved 
to  his  own  coffers.  What  complaints  thereof  have  been  made,  ye  have 
heard  before  :  but  vet  no  redress  could  be  had.    Such  was  the  insati- 
able  avarice  of  these  Roman  rake-hells,  prolling,  and  polling,  whereso- 
ever they  came,  with  their  provisions  ana  exactions  out  of  measure,  and 
never  satisfied ;  insomuch  that  here  in  England,  whosoever  lacked, 
their  barns  were  always  full  of  corn  ;  and  what  penury  soever  pinched 
the  people,  they  were  sure  to  have  enough.    And  these  importunate 
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Hffp/  exactions  and  contributions  of  these  Italian  harpies,  besides  the  Petcr- 

 ! —  pence,  besides  the  common  tribute,  daily  more  and  more  increased, 

£jj      to  tae  E™0*-  grievance  of  the  realm,  insomuch  that  the  wealth  of  this 
land  was  almost  clean  sucked  up,  and  translated  to  the  court  of  Rome, 
Neither  was  the  king  ignorant  hereof,  but  could  not  help  the  matter. 
Wherefore  it  was  devised  by  some  of  the  nobles,  as  appeareth  in  the 
story  of  Matthew  Paris,1  this  aforesaid  year,  a.d.  1281,  that  certain 
letters,  under  the  pretensed  colour  of  the  king's  authority,  should  be 
sent  abroad,  willing  and  commanding,  that  such  com  and  grain,  with 
other  revenues,  as  were  taken  up  for  the  pope,  should  be  staid 
and  forthcoming  by  a  certain  day  in  the  said  letters  appointed ; 
jjjfjlrf  wnich  letters  are  thought  to  proceed  chiefly  by  the  means  of  Hubert, 
justice,  a  lord  chief  justice  of  England,  who  then,  next  under  the  king,  ruled 
mSn    most  ot*  tnc  affairs  of  the  realm.    The  words  and  contents  of  the 
th«  pop*,  letters  be  these  : — 

Copy  of  a  Letter,  written  under  the  King's  authority,  to  restrain  the 
Benefices  of  the  Romans  within  the  Realm. 

After  divers  and  sundry  griefs  and  oppressions  which  this  realm,  as  you 
know,  hath  sustained  by  the  Romanists,  and  yet  doth,  as  well  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  king  himself,  as  also  of  the  nobility  of*  the  same,  concerning  the  advow- 
sons  of  their  churches,  and  about  their  tithes :  who  also  go  about  to  take  from 
the  clerks  and  spiritual  men  their  benefices,  and  to  bestow  them  upon  their  own 
nation  and  countrymen,  to  the  spoil  and  confusion  both  of  us  and  our  realm  : 
we,  therefore,  by  our  common  consents,  have  thought  good  (although  very  late) 
now,  rather  than  any  longer  to  suffer  their  intolerable  oppressions  and  extortions, 
to  resist  and  withstand  die  same ;  and,  by  the  taking  from  them  their  benefices 
through  all  England,  in  like  manner  to  cut  short  and  bridle  them,  as  they  had 
thought  to  have  kept  under  and  bridled  others :  whereby  they  may  desist  any 
longer  to  molest  the  realm.  Wherefore,  we  strait! v  charge  and  command  you, 
as  touching  the  farming  of  their  churches,  or  else  the  rents  belonging  to  them, 
which  either  you  have  presently  in  your  hands,  or  else  do  owe  unto  the  said 
Romanists,  that,  from  henceforth,  you  be  no  more  accountable  to  them,  or  pay 
to  them  from  henceforth  the  same ;  but  that  you  liave  the  said  your  rents  and 
revenues  ready  by  such  a  dav,  to  pay  and  deliver  unto  our  procurators  thereunto 
by  our  letters  assigned ;  and*  that  all  abbots  and  priors  have  the  same  in  readi- 
ness at  the  time  appointed,  in  their  own  monasteries :  and  that  all  other  priests, 
clerks,  and  laymen,  at  the  churches  of  the  Romanists,  be  there  ready  to  pay. 
And  further,  know  yc  for  certainty,  that  if  ye  refuse  thus  to  do,  all  that  you 
have  besides  shall  be  by  us  burned  and  spoiled.  And  besides,  look,  what  danger 
we  purpose  shall  full  upon  them,  the  same  shall  light  upon  your  necks,  if  you 
refuse  thus  to  do.  Farewell. 

When  this  was  done,  they  sent  their  letters  abroad  by  certain 
soldiers  thereunto  appointed,  to  the  which  letters  they  had  devised  a 
new  seal  with  two  swords  engraved,  and  between  the  swords  was 
written  in  Latin,  M  Behold  these  two  swords,  ready  to  take  vengeance 
of  all  those  that  shall  withstand  the  form  and  order  in  these  letters 
contained."" 

A.D.1M*.  At  that  time,  the  sixteenth  day  before  the  kalends  of  January, 
?r£T""  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  a.d.  1232,  there  was  held  at 
vImu?  Albans  a  great  consistory  of  abbots,  priors,  and  archdeacons,  with 
takm 'and  divers  both  of  the  nobility  and  clergy,  by  the  pope's  commandment, 
•dOkJJ!7  for  the  celebration  of  a  divorce  between  the  countess  of  Essex  and  her 
husband.    At  the  breaking  up  of  which  consistory,  when  every 

(1)  E*  Mstth  Pari*,  fol  79. 
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■was  about  to  depart  thence,  there  was  a  certain  clerk,  whose  name  w«»y 
Cincius,  a  Roman,  and  also  a  canon  of  Paul's  in  London,  taken 


by  some  of  the  said  university  not  far  off  from  St.  Albans,  and  was  A.D. 
carried  away  from  his  company  by  the  soldiers.    But  Master  John,  1 2:*2- 
archdeacon  of  Norwich,  a  Florentine,  hardly  escaping  from  that 
company,  got  to  London,  where  he  hid  himself,  and  durst  not  be 
seen.    Cincius,  after  6ve  weeks,  when  they  had  well  emptied  his 
bags,  was  safely  sent  again  without  any  more  hurt  to  London. 

Not  long  after  this,  about  the  beginning  of  January,  the  barns  of  Barm  or 


a  certain  beneficed  man,  a  Roman,  and  parson  of  Wingham,  being  J^T" 
full  of  corn,  were  broken  up  by  a  like  company  of  armed  soldiers, 
and  the  corn  brought  out  to  be  sold,  and  given  away  to  the  poor  3G  com 
people.    The  farmer,  seeing  this,  and  not  able  to  resist,  complaineth  butadio 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  shire  of  this  injury  done  to  his  master,  and  of  the  ,he  poor" 
breaking  of  the  king's  peace :  whereupon  the  sheriff  sent  certain  of 
his  men  to  sec  what  was  done.    Who,  coming  to  the  empty  barns, 
and  there  finding  the  aforesaid  soldiers,  to  them  unknown,  who  had 
sold  away  the  most  part  of  the  corn  at  an  easy  price,  and  some  for 
charity  had  given  to  the  poverty  of  the  country  about,  required  of 
them  what  they  were,  who  so  durst  presume  to  break  the  king's  peace. 
Whom  the  others  then  called  secretly  apart,  and  showed  them  the 
king's  letters  patent  (pretending  at  least  the  king's  name  and  seal), 
wherein  was  forbidden  that  any  man  should  presume  to  stop  or  hinder 
than  in  that  purpose.    Of  this  the  sheriff  s  servants  being  certified, 
quietly  returned  from  whence  they  came. 

This  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Roger,  bishop  of  London,  he, 
with  the  assistance  of  other  bishops,  proceedcth  in  solemn  excommu- 
nication, first  against  them  that  robbed  Cincius,  the  Roman ;  then  of 
them  who  spoiled  the  barns  of  the  parson  of  Wingham,  another 
Roman ;  thirdly,  he  excommunicated  them  that  forged  the  letters 
and  seal  of  the  king  above  specified. 

Neither  yet,  for  all  this,  did  that  cease,  but  the  same  year,  about  General 
the  Easter  following,  all  the  barns  in  England  which  were  in  the 
hands  of  any  Roman  or  Italian,  were  likewise  wasted,  and  the  corn  ™*"f^" 
sold  to  the  best  commodity  of  the  poor  commons;  of  the  which,  great  England, 
alms  were  distributed,  and  many  times  money  also,  together  with 
corn,  was  dispersed  for  the  needy  people  to  gather  up ;  neither  was 
there  any  that  would  or  durst  stand  against  them.    As  for  the 
Romans  and  Italians  themselves,  they  were  stricken  in  such  fear,  that 
they  hid  themselves  in  monasteries  and  cells,  not  daring  to  complain 
of  their  injuries  received ;  but  held  it  better  rather  to  lose  their 
goods,  than  to  lose  their  lives.    The  authors  and  workers  of  this  feat 
were,  to  the  number  of  fourscore,  armed  soldiers,  of  whom  the  prin- 
cipal captain  was  one  naming  himself  William  Withers,  surnamcd 
Twing. 

This  coming  to  the  pope's  knowledge,  he  was  not  a  little  stirred  The 
therewith,  and  sendetli  his  letters  immediately  to  the  king  upon  the  J£Jj£ 
same,  with  sharp  threatcnings,  and  imperious  commandments,  charging  A  ftmiUh 
him  for  suffering  such  villany  within  his  realm,  straitly  enjoining  him,  view  oi 
under  pain  of  excommunication,  to  search  out  the  doers  hereof  with  chrut. 
all  diligence,  and  so  to  punish  them  that  all  others  by  them  may  take 
example.    Likewise  he  sendcth  the  same  charge  to  Peter,  bishop  of 
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Hmr,  Winchester,  and  to  the  abbot  of  St.  Edmund,  to  inquire  in  the  south 
tL    parts.    Also  to  the  archbishop  of  York,  and  to  the  bishop  of  Durham, 
A.D.  and  to  Master  John,  canon  of  York,  a  Roman,  to  inquire  in  the 
1232,  north  parts  for  the  said  malefactors,  and,  after  diligent  inquisition 
made,  to  send  them  up  to  Rome,  there  to  appear  before  him. 
Hon'mlde     i  nus»  a^er  earnest  inquisition  made  of  all  parties,  and  witnesses 
for  the    sworn  and  examined,  many  were  found  culpable  in  the  matter,  of 
rfui""*  whom  some  were  factors,  some  conscnters,  some  bishops  and  chap- 
lains  to  the  king,  some  archdeacons  and  deans,  with  others  who  were 
soldiers  and  laymen.    Among  them  were  certain  sheriffs  and  under- 
sheriffs,  who,  with  their  servitors  under  them,  were  apprehended  and 
cast  into  prison  by  the  king.    Many  for  fear  fled  and  escaped  away, 
who,  being  sought  for,  could  not  be  found ;  but  the  principal  of  this 
number  aforesaid,  was  supposed  to  be  Hubert,  the  lord  chief  justice ; 
who,  both  with  the  king's  letters  and  his  own,  fortified  the  doers 
Robert    thereof,  that  no  man  durst  interrupt  them.    Moreover,  in  the  society 
jm££  of  of  those  who  were  noted  in  these  doings,  was  the  same  Robert  Twing 
StetvdM  above  mentioned,  a  comely  young  man  and  a  tall  soldier;  who,  of 


his  own  voluntary  accord,  with  five  other  servitors  whom  he  took 
with  him  abroad  to  work  that  feat,  came  unto  the  king,  openly  pro- 
testing himself  to  be  the  author  of  that  deed-doing ;  and  said  he  did 
it  for  hatred  of  the  pope  and  the  Romans,  because  that  by  the 
sentence  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  and  fraudulent  circumvention  of  the 
Italians,  he  was  bereaved  of  the  patronage  of  his  benefice,  having  no 
more  to  give  up  than  one ;  wherefore,  to  be  revenged  of  that  injury, 
he  entcrprised  that  which  was  done ;  preferring  rather  justly  to  be 
excommunicated  for  a  season,  than  to  be  spoiled  of  his  benefice  for 
ever.    Then  the  king,  and  other  executors  of  the  pope's  command- 
ment, gave  him  counsel,  that  seeing  he  had  so  incurred  the  danger  of 
the  pope's  sentence,  he  should  offer  himself  to  the  pope  to  be  absolved 
of  him  again,  and  there  to  make  his  declaration  unto  him,  that  he, 
justly  and  canonical )v,  was  possessed  of  that  church.    The  king, 
moreover,  with  him  sent  his  letters  testimonial  unto  the  pope,  witness- 
ing with  the  said  soldier,  and  instantly  desiring  the  pope  in  his  behalf, 
that  he  might  with  favour  be  heard ;  at  the  request  whereof  Pope 
Gregory  afterwards  both  released  him  from  the  sentence,  and  restored 
unto  him  his  patronage,  writing  unto  the  archbishop  of  York,  that  he 
might  again  enjoy  the  right  of  his  benefice,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as 
he  did,  before  it  was  taken  from  him. 
*J*         Hubert  de  Burgh,  lord  chief  justice,  being  one  of  those  who  held 
gr.  about  against  the  Romish  priests,  as  is  before  signified,  was  thcre-for  not  a 
HtSrt    httlc  noted  of  the  bishops ;  who,  to  requite  him  with  the  like  despite 
the  kins'*  aRam»  a^er  tneu*  accustomed  manner  of  practice,  went  about  by 
fcvour.    subtle  working  to  shake  him  out  of  the  king's  favour.    And  first 
cometh  Peter,  bishop  of  Winchester,  to  the  king,  grievously  com- 
plaining of  certain  about  the  king;  but  especially  of  the  aforesaid 
Hubert,  the  king's  justice:  insomuch  that  he  caused  him  to  be 
obj«r-     removed  from  his  office,  notwithstanding  he  had  the  king's  seal  and 
Mww  i«M  writing  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  same,  and  procured  Stephen  Scgrave 
Hubert    to  be  placed  in  his  function.    And  after  a  few  days,  the  king,  more 
k|Ilg,e    and  more  incensed  against  him,  called  him  to  give  account  of  all  the 
treasure  for  which  he  was  accountable  by  his  exchequer  office :  also, 
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of  all  such  debts,  by  him  due,  from  the  time  of  his  father,  till  his  time :  «>*rv 


also,  of  all  the  lordships  which  were  in  the  possession  of  William, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  chief  justice  before  him.    Item,  of  the  liberties  A.D. 
which  he  did  hold  at  that  time  in  forests,  warrens,  shires,  and  other  1232, 
places,  how  they  were  kept,  or  how  they  were  made  away  with.  Of 
prices  likewise,  also  of  losses  committed  through  his  negligence,  and 
of  wastes  made  contrary  to  the  king's  profit ;  of  his  liberties,  how  he 
did  use  them.    Item,  of  injuries  and  damages  wrought  against  the 
clerks  of  Rome  and  other  Italians,  and  the  pope's  legates ;  for  the 
redress  whereof  he  would  never  adjoin  his  counsel,  according  as  per- 
tained to  his  office,  being  then  chief  justice  of  Kngland.    Also  of 
scutages,  gifts,  presents,  scapes  of  prisoners.    Item,  of  maritages 
which  King  John  committed  to  his  keeping  at  the  day  of  his  death, 
and  which  were  also  in  his  time  committed  unto  him.    To  these  *°<e: 
demands  Hubert  answered,  that  he  had  King  John's  own  hand  to  winche*- 
show  for  his  discharge,  who  so  approved  his  fidelity,  that  he  never  king*'* 
called  him  to  any,  but  clearly  discharged  him  from  all  such  counts.  ^yer 
Whcrcunto  answered  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  saying,  "  the  charter  i°Cr  in 
of  King  John  hath  no  force  after  his  death,  but  that  ye  may  now  whn.t'h? 
be  called  to  a  reckoning  by  this  king  for  the  same."  Ureth. 

Over  and  besides  these,  other  greater  objections  were  laid  to  his  other 
charge  by  the  king ;  as  for  sending  and  writing  unto  the  duke  of 
Austria,  that  he  might  marry  his  daughter,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ,ol,ubert- 
king,  and  of  the  realm,  who  dissuaded  that  she  might  not  be  given 
him.  Item,  for  counselling  the  king  not  to  enter  into  Normandy 
with  his  army,  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  recovery  of  lands  there 
belonging  to  his  right,  whereby  great  treasure  was  there  consumed  in 
vain.  Item,  for  corrupting  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Scots,  whom 
King  John,  his  father,  committed  unto  his  custody  for  him  to  marry. 
Item,  for  stealing  from  him  a  precious  stone,  which  had  a  virtue  to 
make  him  victorious  in  war,  and  for  sending  the  same  unto  Leoline, 
prince  of  Wales :  and  that  by  his  letters  sent  to  the  said  Leoline, 
William  Brewer,  a  nobleman,  was  caused  there  traitorously  to  be 
hanged.  These,  with  other  crimes,  whether  true  or  false,  were 
suggested  to  the  king  against  the  said  Hubert  by  his  adversaries; 
whereunto  he  was  required  to  answer  by  order  of  law.  Hubert  then, 
seeing  himself  in  such  a  strait,  refused  to  answer  presently,  but 
required  respite  thereunto,  for  that  the  matters  were  weighty  which 
the  king  objected  to  him  :  which  was  granted  to  him  till  the  fourteenth 
day  of  September ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  Hubert,  being  in  fear  of 
the  king,  fled  from  London  to  the  priory  of  Merton.  "  And  thus 
Hubert,  who  before,  for  the  love  of  the  king,  and  the  defence  of  the 
realm,"  saith  mine  author,  "  had  got  the  hatred  of  all  the  nobles  of 
England,  now  being  out  of  the  king's  favour,  was  destitute  of  comfort 
on  every  side;  save  only  that  Lucas,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  with 
instant  prayers  and  tears,  laboured  to  the  king  for  him."  By  this  Prince*' 
example,  and  many  like,  is  to  be  seen,  how  unstable  and  variable  a  n™™U 
thing  the  favour  of  mortal  and  mutable  princes  is :  to  teach  all  such  u 
as  have  to  do  about  princes,  how  to  repose  and  plant  their  trust,  not 
in  man,  but  in  their  Lord  God,  by  him  to  find  help  in  Christ,  the 
true  prince  of  all  princes,  who  never  faileth.  A  like  example  was 
Clito,  servant  of  King  Alexander;  also  Joab,  of  King  David; 


11  to. 
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Bjft  Bclisarius,  of  Justinian  ;    Harpagus,  of  Astiages  ;  Cromwell,  of 

 —  King  Henry,  with  innumerable  more,  who  in  histories  are  to  be 

A  found. 

When  the  day  was  come  that  this  Hubert  should  answer,  keeping 


J>«.B  among  the  monks  of  Mcrton,  he  durst  not  appear.  Then  was  it 
ui»pk-»-  signified  unto  him  from  the  kins,  that  he  should  come  up  and  appear 
IgMnrt  in  the  court,  there  to  answer  to  his  charge.  Whereunto  he  answered 
liuurt.  agajn?  that  he  misdoubted  the  king's  anger,  and  therefore  he  did  fly 
to  the  church,  as  the  uttermost  refuge  for  all  sucli  as  suffer  wrong ; 
from  whence  he  would  not  stir,  till  he  heard  the  king's  wrath  to  be 
i*1""*6  mitigated  towards  him.  With  this  the  king,  moved  and  sorely 
mayor  of  displeased,  directed  his  letters,  in  all  haste,  to  the  mayor  of  London, 
commanding  him,  at  the  sight  thereof,  to  muster  and  take  up  all  the 
citizens  that  could  bear  harness  in  the  city,  and  to  bring  to  him  by 
force  of  arms  the  aforesaid  Hubert,  either  quick  or  dead,  out  of 
Merton.  Whereupon,  the  mayor  immediately  causing  the  great  bell 
to  be  rung,  assembled  together  the  people  of  London,  and  opening 
before  them  the  king's  letters,  commanded  them  to  prepare  and  arm 
themselves  in  all  readiness  for  the  executing  of  the  king's  will  and 


message. 


oid  The  citizens,  hearing  this,  were  therewith  right  glad  and  ready,  for 

boffin  they  all  had  great  liatrcd  to  Hubert,  because  of  the  execution  of 
n,ind-     Constantine,  their  citizen,  before  mentioned.  Notwithstanding, 
2viw«r  rcrtai11  of  the  citizens,  namely,  Andrew  Buekerell,  John  Travers,  and 
«Mmu   otners'  ,ncn  OI*  more  grave  and  sage  discretion,  wisely  pondering  with 
themselves,  what  inconvenience  might  rise  hereof,  went  in  haste  to 
the  bishop  of  Winchester,  lying  then  in  Southwark,  and,  waking  him 
out  of  his  sleep,  desired  his  counsel  in  that  so  sudden  and  dangerous 
distress ;  declaring  unto  him  what  peril  might  thereby  ensue,  as  well 
to  the  church  of  Merton,  as  also  to  the  city,  by  the  fury  of  the 
inordinate  and  fierce  multitude,  which  would  nardly  be  bridled  from 
cruel      robbing  and  spoiling,  neither  would  spare  shedding  of  blood.  Unto 
of "imm.  whom  again,  the  bloody  bishop  gave  this  bloody  counsel,  saith  Mat- 
SSSaf  tnew  P*™  :  "  Dangerous  it  is,   quoth  he,  "  both  here  and  there ;  but 
««•       yet  see  that  you  obey  and  execute  the  precept  of  the  king ;  1  counsel 
you  plainly.""  At  this  counsel  of  the  bishop,  they,  being  amazed,  went 
with  an  evil  will  about  the  business  enjoined  ;  but  the  people,  inflamed 
with  hatred,  gladly  coveted  to  be  revenged,  and  to  shed  the  blood  of 
Hubert. 

caui«  of  The  cause  why  Peter,  bishop  of  Winchester,  was  so  cruelly  set 
fun- be"-  against  the  justice,  was  partly  for  the  damages  he  had  done  to  the 
Hubert  R°man  priests,  as  before  is  touched ;  partly,  also,  for  the  old  grudge, 
and  the  l>ccause  the  king  coming  to  his  lawful  age  before  (through  the  counsel 
wSe? of  this  Hubert)  loosed  himself  from  the  government  of  the  said 
Ur-       bishop,  who  had  him  then  in  custody.    And  thus  rose  up  the  grudge 

and  displeasure  of  this  bishop  towards  him. 

On  the  morrow,  the  Londoners,  issuing  out  of  the  city,  to  the 

number  of  twenty  thousand,  set  forth  toward  the  abbey  of*  Merton, 

where  Hubert  was  lying  prostrate  before  the  altar,  commending 

himself  to  God. 

In  the  mean  season,  while  the  citizens  were  on  their  journey,  raging 
against  the  poor  earl  of  Kent,  it  was  suggested  to  the  king  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


PROVIDENTIAL  DEI.l VERA NCE  IN   TIME  OF  DANGER.  899 

Radulph,  bishop  of  Chichester,  and  lord  chancellor,  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  excite  the  vulgar  and  unmlv  multitude,  for  fear  of. 


sedition  ;  lest,  peradventure,  the  rude  and  heady  people,  being  stirred  A.  I), 
up,  will  not  so  soon  be  brought  down  again,  when  the  king  would  _J~?2,_ 
have  them.    Moreover,  what  shall  be  said,  quoth  he,  among  the  s,p(. 
Frenchmen  and  other  nations,  which  of  great  things  love  to  make  ^"'n',,, 
greater,  and  of  evil  things  to  make  them  worse  than  they  arc?  but  •»  the 
thus  jestingly  and  mockingly  :  "  See  what  a  kind  bird  is  the  young  tSU 
king  of  England,  who  seeketh  to  devour  his  old  nurse,  under  whose  JSShSi 
wings  he  had  been  brought  up  and  nourished  in  his  youth.*    And  Jjwy. 
thus  the  king,  bv  this  persuasion,  changing  his  counsel,  sent  in  all  ■Uaalimn 
hasty  wise  after  the  army  again,  willing  them  to  retract  their  journey,  j^'iiet. 
and  to  retire.    And  thus  the  Londoners,  although  much  against  their 
wills,  returned  home,  missing  their  purpose.1  Herein  is  to  be  observed  Thr  mar 
another  notable  example  of  God's  working  providence  ;  for  when  the  S^jjg 
king,  saith  the  history,  had  sent  by  two  messengers  or  pursuivants  to 
revoke  and  call  back  again  the  army  of  the  Londoners,  going  with  Wp  in 
greedy  minds  to  shed  the  blood  of  the  innocent  justice:  one  ofS*.* 
the  messengers,  posting  with  all  speed  possible  with  the  king's  letters, 
overtook  the  army  ;  and  coming  to  the  fore-ward  where  the  captains 
were,  by  virtue  of  the  king's  letters  stayed  their  course  and  bloody  < 
purpose,  whereby  they  could  proceed  no  further.    But  the  other 
messenger,  crafty  and  malicious,  bearing  hatred  to  the  said  Hubert, 
and  rather  wishing  him  to  be  slain  than  to  be  delivered,  lingered 
by  the  way  on  purpose,  although  commanded  to  make  haste ;  and 
when  he  came,  went  only  to  the  middle  sort;  more  like  a  messenger 
meet  to  serve  a  dead  man's  errand,  than  to  serve  the  turn  of  those 
who  be  alive.    And  so  in  like  manner,  by  the  just  hand  of  God 
it  fell  upon  him ;  for  this  messenger  stumbling  with  his  horse,  riding  A  notable 
but  at  a  soft  or  foot  pace,  and  rather  walking  than  riding,  fell  down  "a^^ 
backwards  from  his  hoiWs  back,  and  there  brake  his  neck  and  died.  Ju*t 
This  merciful  message  of  the  king  was  (as  is  said)  sent  by  the  insti-  mul^' 
gatibn  of  Radulph,  bishop  of  Chichester,  lord  chancellor,  a  virtuous 
and  a  faithful  man,  and  one  that  could  skill  to  have  compassion 
on  the  miseries  of  men ;  of  whom  it  was  declared  before,  that  he, 
being  elected  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  would  not  give  one  halfpenny 
to  their  expenses  by  the  way,  to  get  his  election  confirmed  by  the 
pope ;  and  who  afterwards  by  the  said  pope  was  defeated  and  frus- 
trated of  his  election,  as  relation  was  made  before.  Tims,  through  God's 
providence,  by  the  means  of  the  king's  letters,  the  army  returned, 
and  Hubert's  life  (contrary  to  this  expectation)  was  preserved. 

After  this,  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  with  much  labour  and  great  tj)c  arrh- 
suit,  entreated  and  obtained  of  the  king  to  grant,  unto  the  said 
Hubert,  respite,  till  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  to  provide  himself 
with  his  answer  to  such  things  as  were  commenced  against  him.  trr<*raion 
Then  Hubert,  trusting  to  enjoy  some  safety,  by  the  king's  permis-  £*,,Hu" 
sion  to  him  granted,  to  breathe  himself  a  little,  and  to  walk  abroad, 
took  his  journey  towards  St.  Edmundsbury,  where  his  wife  was ; 
and,  passing  through  the  county  of  Essex,  was  inned  there  in  a 
certain  town  belonging  to  the  bishop  of  Norwich.    Of  this,  when 
the  king  was  certified,  fearing  lest  he  would  raise  up  some  commotion 

(1)  Ex  aJJItamont:*  Motth.  Tarn.  M.  II. 
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Henry  in  the  realm,  he  sendeth  in  hasty  anger  after  him  Sir  Godfred 
IIL    Crancombe,  knight,  witli  three  hundred  men ;  commanding,  under 


A.  D.  pain  of  hanging,  that  they  should  apprehend  him,  and  bring  him  to 
1232.  the  tower  of  London  :  which  commandment  to  accomplish,  there 


Hubert  lacked  no  haste.  Hubert,  having  intelligence  of  their  coming  (rising 
flicth  to  naked  as  he  was)  ran  unto  the  eliapcl  standing  near 

wfugehtor  unto  tne  mn'  wnerc  ne  holdeth  with  the  one  hand  the  cross,  with  the 

other  hand  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  body.    Then  Godfred,  with 

his  aforesaid  armed  soldiers,  entering  into  the  chapel,  willed  him  to 
vioiwUy  come  out.  When  he  would  not  do  this,  with  violent  hands  he  drew 
o? the  h*m  out  °f  tne  chapel,  and  taking  the  cross  and  the  sacrament  out  of 
nndrca«t  ms  hands,  fast  bound  him  with  fetters  and  gives  under  a  horse's  belly, 
into  the  and  brought  him,  as  they  were  commanded,  to  the  tower.  And  so, 
£mdoi)'  certifying  the  king  what  they  had  done  (who  then  tarried  up  waking 

for  them),  he  rejoiced  not  a  little  thereat,  and  went  merrily  to 

his  bed. 

On  the  morrow,  Roger,  bishop  of  London,  having  knowledge  how, 
and  in  what  order,  he  was  taken  violently  out  of  the  chapel,  cometh 
unto  the  king,  blaming  him  boldly,  for  violating  the  peace  of  holy 
church,  and  protesting,  that,  unless  the  party  were  loosed  again,  anil 
sent  to  the  chapel  from  whence  he  was  drawn,  he  would  enter  sentence 
of  excommunication  against  all  the  deed  doers. 
The  king     The  king,  as  he  did  not  deny  his  transgression  herein,  so  he 
pXu  u>  sena<eth  him,  albeit  against  his  will,  out  of  the  tower,  unto  the  said 
£muiu.  chapel  again,  and  by  the  same  soldiers  who  brought  him  out  before. 
tThuffain  This  done,  he  giveth  straight  charge  and  commandment,  under  pain 
tuary.     °^  hanging,  to  the  sheriffs  of  Hertford  and  Essex,  that  they,  in  their 
own  persons,  with  the  strength  of  both  shires,  should  watch  and  com- 
pass about  the  chapel,  and  sec  that  the  said  Hubert  might  no  ways 
escape  ;  which  commandment  of  the  king  was  accomplished  with  all 
diligence.    But  Hubert  took  all  this  patiently,  and  continued  in 
the  chapel  praying  both  night  and  day,  and  commending  his  cause 
unto  the  Lord ;  whom  he  desired  so  to  deliver  him  from  that  instant 
danger,  as  he  always  sought  the  king's  honour  by  his  faithful  and 
trusty  service.    And,  as  he  continued  in  his  prayer,  so  the  king, 
continuing  in  his  rage,  commanded  that  no  man  should  entreat  for 
Example  him,  or  make  any  mention  of  him  in  his  presence.  Notwithstanding 
iu*rn*  ^is,  Lucas,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  his  true,  and  almost  only  friend, 
friend  in  ceased  not  to  pray  and  weep  to  the  king  for  him,  desiring  the  king 
ueed.°f   at  least  to  intimate  to  him,  what  he  purposed  should  be  done  with 
Hubert.    Whereunto  the  king  answering,  said,  That  of  these  thrc 
Three     things,  one  he  should  choose  :  Whether  he  would  abjure  the  realm  of 
nut" C    England  for  ever,  or  be  condemned  unto  perpetual  prison,  or  else, 
Hubert,  confes8  himself  openly  to  be  a  traitor?    But  Hubert  hereunto  said, 
That  he  would  choose  none  of  these  articles,  as  one  who  knew  him- 
self neither  guilty  nor  worthy  of  any  such  confusion  :  but,  to  satisfy 
somewhat  the  mind  of  the  king,  he  would  be  contented  to  depart 
the  realm  for  a  season ;  but  to  abjure  the  realm,  he  would  not 
so  do. 

In  this  mean  time  it  befel  that  Ranulph,  carl  of  Chester  and 
Lincoln,  one  of  his  sorest  enemies,  died.  Hubert  all  this  while 
remained  in  the  chapel,  enclosed  and  guarded  about  with  the  power, 
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as  is  said,  of  two  shires,  and  so  continued,  till  at  length,  by  the  com-  n**ry 
mandmcnt  of  the  king,  his  two  servitors,  who  ministered  unto  him  IU' 
within  the  chapel,  were  taken  from  him.  Then  Hubert,  seeing  no  A.  D. 
other  remedy  but  there  to  starve  for  famine,  offered  himself  of  his  1232- 
own  accord  to  the  sheriffs,  saying,  that  he  would  rather  put  himself  "JJjS 
in  the  king's  mercy,  than  there  desperately  perish  for  hunger.  And  LjUn'o 
so  was  he  taken,  and  being  fast  bound  in  fetters,  was  brought  again,  t^",to*<, 
and  clapped,  by  the  king's  commandment,  in  the  tower  of  London. 

Not  long  after  this,  word  was  brought  unto  the  king  by  certain, 
that  the  said  Hubert  had  much  treasure  lying  in  the  house  of  the 
new  Templars  in  London.  Whereupon,  the  king,  to  try  out  the  truth 
thereof,  sendeth  for  the  prior  or  master  of  the  house;  who,  not  daring 
to  deny,  confessed  that  there  was  indeed  treasure  brought  into  the 
house,  but  the  quantity  and  number  thereof  he  could  not  tell.  The 
king,  desirous  to  seize  upon  the  treasure,  required  and  charged  the 
master  with  his  brethren,  with  threatening  words,  to  bring  forth  tho 
treasure  to  him,  saying,  that  it  was  taken  and  stolen  out  of  his  trea- 
sury.   But  they  answered  again,  that  the  treasure  was  committed 
with  trust  and  faith  unto  their  hands,  and  therefore  they  neither 
would,  nor  ought,  to  let  it  go  out  of  their  hands,  being  trusted 
withal,  without  the  assent  of  him  who  committed  the  same  unto 
them.    When  the  king  could  get  no  other  answer  at  their  hands, 
neither  durst  show  any  further  violence  against  them,  he  sendeth 
unto  Hubert  in  the  tower,  requiring  of  him  the  aforesaid  treasures. 
To  whom  he,  answering  again  mildly,  yielded  both  himself,  his 
treasures,  and  all  that  ever  he  had,  unto  the  king's  will  and  plea- 
sure ;  and  so,  sending  word  unto  the  master  and  brethren  ot  the 
temple,  willeth  them  to  take  all  the  keys,  and  deliver  the  goods,  with 
all  that  there  was,  unto  the  king,  who,  receiving  the  same,  and 
taking  an  inventory  of  that  which  was  received,  caused  it  to  be  Bereft  of 
brought  to  his  treasury,  whereof  the  number  both  of  the  plate, 
of  the  coin,  and  of  the  jewels,  was  of  price  unknown.    The  enemies 
of  Hubert,  supposing  thereby  to  take  advantage  against  him  to  bring 
him  to  his  end,  came  with  open  complaint  unto  the  king,  crying  out 
against  Hubert,  that  he  was  a  thief,  a  traitor,  and  a  robber  of  the 
king's  treasure,  and,  therefore,  by  right  was  worthy  to  be  hanged  : 
and  thus  cried  his  accusers  daily  in  the  king's  ear.    "  But  the  hearts  ft* 
of  kings,""  saith  the  wise  man,  "arc  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,"  to  be  bmum* 
ruled,  not  after  man's  will,  but  as  it  pleascth  God  to  direct  them.  kblg* 
And  so  this  king,  having  now  his  will  and  fill  upon  poor  Hubert,  and 
somewhat  coming  more  unto  himself, answered  again  in  thiswise:  "That 
there  was  no  such  need  to  deal  so  straitly  with  liim,  who  from  the  time  The 
of  his  youth  first  served  mine  uncle,  King  Richard,  then  my  father,  Smrta"' 
King  John,  in  whose  service  (as  I  heard  say)  beyond  the  seas,  he  ftjjj^0' 
was  driven  to  eat  his  horse  ;l  and  who,  in  my  time,  hath  stood  so 
constantly  in  defence  of  the  realm  against  foreign  nations ;  who  kept 
the  castle  of  Dover  against  King  Louis,  and  vanquished  the  French- 
men upon  the  seas ;  also  at  liedford  and  at  Lincoln  he  hath  done 
such  service.  And  if  against  me  he  hath  dealt  any  thing  untruly,  A  worthy 
which  yet  is  not  evidently  proved,  yet  he  shall  never  be  put  by  me  *«ni  "f 
to  so  villanous  a  death.     I  had  rather  be  counted  a  king  foolish  and  *  'n'' 

<l)  MMth.  Pari..  fcl.  SI. 
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simple,  than  be  judged  a  tyrant  or  a  seeker  of  blood,  especially  of  such 
as  have  served  me  and  mine  ancestors,  in  many  perils  so  dangerously, 
A.  D.  weighing  more  the  few  evils  which  yet  be  not  proved,  than  so  many 
1232,  good  deserts  of  his  evident  and  manifest  service,  done  both  to  me 
and  to  the  whole  realm."    Thus  the  king,  somewhat  relenting  to  poor 
Hubert,  his  old  servant,  granted  unto  him  all  such  lands  as  he  had 
had  given  him  by  King  John,  his  father,  and  whatsoever  else  he  had 
by  his  own  purchase. 
The  Thus  Hubert,  after  long  trouble,  a  little  cheered  with  some  piece 

mind  re-  of  comfort,  set  Lawrence,  his  trusty  friend  that  never  left  him,  one 
tSSSSt    that  belonged  to  St.  Alban's,  to  be  his  steward  and  overseer  of  those 
Hubert,   possessions  granted  to  him  by  the  king.    Shortly  upon  the  same, 
after  the  king's  mind  was  seen  thus  something  to  relent,  the  envy 
also  of  the  nobles,  being  now  partly  satisfied,  began  to  turn  to  mercy; 
insomuch  that  four  earls,  to  wit,  Earl  Richard,  the  king's  brother; 
William,  earl  of  Warrcine ;  Richard,  earl  Marshal ;  and  William, 
earl  of  Ferrers,  became  sureties  to  the  king  for  him ;  upon  whose 
put'TrTthe  surety  he  was  transferred  to  the  castle  of  Devizes,  where  he  was 
under  the  keeping  of  four  soldiers  by  them  appointed,  having  the 
>ue*  liberty  of  the  castle.    But  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  who  always 
hunted  after  the  life  of  Hubert,  craftily  comcth  to  the  king,  and 
desireth  the  custody  of  that  castle,  making  no  mention  of  Hubert,  to 
the  intent,  that  by  the  keeping  thereof  he  might  the  sooner  despatch 
A.D.1M3.  him.    Hubert  having  thereof  some  inkling,  breaketh  the  matter  to 
two  of  his  servants ;  who,  with  compassion  tendering  his  misery, 
watched  their  time,  the  keepers  being  asleep,  and  conveyed  him 
by  night  upon  their  backs,  fettered  as  he  was,  into  the  parish  church 
conreyed  of  the  town,  and  there  remained  with  him.     The  keepers,  when 
pari**   they  missed  their  prisoner,  were  in  great  perplexity,  and,  after 
church,    diligent  search,  finding  him  at  length  where  he  was  in  the  church, 
Broucht  with  violent  force  drew  him  from  thence  to  the  castle  again ;  for 
th««°tta.  which  injur)'  to  the  church,  the  bishop  of  Sarum,  understanding  the 
order  of  the  matter,  cometh  to  the  castle  where  the  keepers  were, 
and  required  that  Hubert  should  be  brought  again  into  the  church 
from  whence  he  was  taken.    Which  when  the  keepers  refused  to  do, 
saying,  they  would  rather  he  should  hang  than  they,  the  bishop  gave 
sentence  of  excommunication  against  them.    This  done,  he,  with  the 
bishop  of  London,  and  other  bishops,  gocth  immediately  to  the  king, 
complaining  of  the  injury  done  to  Hubert,  and  especially  of  the  con- 
tumely against  holy  church  ;   neither  would  they  leave  the  king 
before  they  had  obtained  that  he  should  be  brought  back  again  into 
the  church,  and  so  he  was.    Not  long  after,  the  king,  in  great 
displeasure,  sendeth  to  the  sheriff  of  the  shire  to  keep  him  well 
watched  in  the  church,  till  he  either  came  forth,  or  there  perished 
with  famine. 

Dcitrered  It  befel,  in  the  mean  season,  that  great  dissension  arose  between  the 
»on  "Ind*  ^D8  an^  the  nobles  of  the  realm,  bv  reason  whereof  Hubert  was  taken 
carried  and  carried  away  by  Richard,  earl  Marshal,  into  Wales,  and  there  rc- 
w«je».  mained  until  the  king  at  length  was  reconciled  with  his  nobles,  and  so 
received,  along  with  the  rest,  the  said  Hubert  again  into  his  favour.1 
Of  this  dissension  more  shall  be  showed  (Christ  willing)  hereafter. 
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As  the  beginning  of  this  trouble  of  Hubert's  first  sprang  out  of  /r«r» 
vexing  the  pope's  barns,  so  likewise  Roger,  bishop  of  London,  "'' 
suspected  for  the  same  cause,  was  forced  to  travel  up  to  Rome,  A.D. 
there  to  purge  himself  before  the  pope ;  where,  after  much  money  1"33, 
consumed,  and  being  robbed  also  by  the  way,  he  got  nothing  else,  5"g*»_, 
but  lost  his  labour,  and  so  came  home  again.  There,  doing  the  part  of  LonSoo, 
a  good  bishop,  after  his  return  from  Rome,  he  attempted  to  expel  and  h^,Vu> 
exclude  out  of  his  diocese  all  those  Italian  usurers,  called,  as  is  before  Py».. 
said,  Caursini.    These  Caursinites  coming  with  the  pope's  legates  before  u>« 
into  England,  and  lending  their  money  to  religious  houses,  colleges,  pope 
and  churches,  had  their  debtors  bound  unto  them  in  such  sort  as  was 
of  much  advantage  to  them,  and  much  injury  to  the  others,  as  in  the 
form  of  their  obligations  in  the  story  of  Matthew  Paris  is  largely 
expressed.1    Against  these  Caursinites  the  bishop  of  London  being  unm 
worthily  inflamed  with  zeal  of  justice,  first,  with  loving  admonition, 
went  about  to  reclaim  them  for  the  wealth  of  their  souls,  and  after-  «««« »«<* 
wards  with  sharp  words  he  began  to  charge  them.    But  they,  jjS; 
disregarding  christian  counsel,  and  despising  the  bishop's  threatenings,  5™j£pnof 
would  not  leave  the  sweetness  of  their  occupation ;  wherefore  the 
bishop,  proceeding  to  the  sentence  of  excommunication,  precisely 
and  strictly  charged  them  to  depart  his  diocese.    But  they,  again, 
being  confident  and  emboldened  upon  the  pope's  defence,  not  onlv 
set  at  light  his  excommunication,  but  also  wrought  such  ways  with 
the  pope  that  they  caused  the  said  bishop  of  London,  being  both 
aged  and  sickly,  to  be  cited  peremptorily  to  appear  beyond  the  seas, 
there  to  answer  to  such  objections  as  they  should  infer  against  him. 
And  thus,  the  bishop,  minding  rather  to  cover  than  to  open  the  faulls 
of  the  church,  and  partly  being  let  with  infirmity  and  age,  was  com- 
pelled to  let  tlie  cause  fall. 

And  thus  much  of  the  pope's  merchants  here  in  England,  who  were 
not  so  busy  here  for  their  part,  but  the  pope,  the  great  master  of 
these  merchant  usurers,  was  as  busy  for  his.    And  although  his  barns 
here  in  England  were  destroyed,  and  his  bank  something  decayed, 
yet  he  thought  to  win  it  up  in  another  way,  for  he  proclaimed,  the  same 
year,  a  general  visitation  through  all  the  religious  houses,  exempt  or  G«ntrai 
not  exempt,  universally  pertaining  to  his  jurisdiction  ;  where,  by  the  ™£l<on 
cruel  dealing  of  the  visitors,  many  were  compelled  to  appeal  and  to  gg»  fc 
travel  up  to  Rome,  to  the  great  expenditure  of  their  money,  and  the  SirR- 
filling  of  the  pope's  coffers.    But  as  touching  this  visitation,  to  make 
short,  saith  the  story,  it  tended  not  to  any  reformation  so  much  as  to 
the  deformation  of  the  universal  order  :*  "  While  all  those  who  before, 
through  all  parte  of  the  world,  followed  only  the  rule  of  Benedict,  anion* 
now,  through  new  devised  constitutions,  arc  found  in  all  places  so 
divided  and  divers,  that  of  all  monasteries,  and  other  churches  of 
religion,  scarce  may  two  be  found  which  do  agree  in  one  rule  and 
institution  of  life." 

All  the  while  that  Hubert,  above  mentioned,  was  secluded  from 
the  king,  Peter,  bishop  of  Winchester,  bare  all  the  rule,  and  above 
all  other  alone  was  accepted.    This  bishop  being  in  such  principal 

(1)  Matth.  Paris,  fol.  65. 

(2)  M  Own  on>n<>»,  qui  In  divernU  orW*  partlhui  unlearn  Bf  nedictl  aerott  fuerant  re#rulam,  p« 
conMitutione.  ita  inv.nfcntur  ufcique  dUcnrde..  quod  cx  omnibui  wnobiU.  vel  allkt  rel.po- 

vix  duo  habranttir  in  norma  »Wendi  n 
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n*nrn  favour  with  the  king,  as  by  whose  counsel  all  things  were  admi- 
nistered, removed  the  natural  servitors  who  were  Englishmen,  out  of 


A.  D.  their  offices,  and  placed  other  strangers,  namely,  of  Pictavia,  and  of 
12*3^  otjlcr  countries,  in  their  room.    Among  those  who  were  thrust  out, 
vitoraoV  was  William,  under-marshal,  who  supplied  the  room  of  Richard, 
the  wing  lord  great  Marshal  of  England ;  for  which  cause  the  said  Lord  Richard 
£nd°u-  was  mightily  offended.    Also  Walter,  treasurer  of  the  king's  house, 
charged.  was  not  on]y  ejpdl^  Dut  also  amerced  in  a  hundred  pounds,  and 
put  from  all  his  holds  and  munitions,  which  he  had  by  the  king's 
patent  granted  to  him. 

Moreover,  by  the  counsel  of  the  said  bishop  of  Winchester,  all  the 
old  counsellors,  as  well  bishops,  as  other  carls  and  barons,  and  all  the 
nobles,  were  rejected  from  the  king  in  such  sort,  that  he  would  hear 
and  follow  no  man's  counsel,  but  only  the  said  Peter,  bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  his  cousin,  Peter  de  Rivallis;  whereby  it  came  to  pass, 
that  all  the  greatest  holds  and  munitions  in  the  realm  were  taken 
from  the  old  keepers,  and  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  said  Peter. 
Then  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  to  plant  and  pitch  himself  more 
strongly  in  the  king's  favour,  adjoined  to  his  fellowship  Stephen 
Segrave,  succeeding  in  the  place  of  Hubert,  the  justice:  also  Robert 
Passelew,  who  had  the  keeping  of  the  treasure  under  the  aforesaid 
Peter  Rival.  So,  by  these  three,  all  the  affuirs  of  the  realm  were 
t^ij*  ordered.  Moreover,  to  make  their  party  more  sure,  by  them  it  was 
provided,  that  soldiers  and  servitors  from  beyond  the  sea,  as  Picta- 
«h  tortek*  vi&ns  and  Britons,  were  sent  for,  to  the  number  of  two  thousand,  who 
Muuagen.  were  placed  partly  about  the  king,  partly  were  set  in  castles  and  holds 
within  the  realm,  and  had  the  oversight  and  government  of  shires  and 
baronies,  who  then  oppressed  the  nobles  of  the  land,  accusing  them 
to  the  king  for  traitors ;  whom  the  simple  king  did  easily  believe, 
committing  to  them  the  custody  of  his  treasures,  the  sitting  in  judg- 
ments, and  the  doing  in  all  things.  When  the  nobles,  thus  oppressed, 
came  to  complain  of  their  injuries  to  the  king,  by  the  means  of  the 
bishop  of  Winchester,  their  cause  was  nothing  regarded ;  insomuch 
that  the  said  Winchester,  moreover,  accused  certain  bishops  also  to 
the  king,  so  that  he  did  flee  and  shun  them  as  open  traitors  and 
rebels. 

Richard.     These  things  standing  thus  out  of  order,  Richard,  the  noble 
Ihai.^d-*  Marshal  of  England,  with  others  of  the  nobles  joining  with  him, 
Jjrtjj"  seeing  these  oppressions  and  injuries  daily  growing,  contrary  to  the 
king.     laws  and  wealth  of  the  realm,  came  to  the  king,  and  blamed  him  for 
retaining  such  perverse  council  about  him  of  the  Pictavians  and  other 
foreigners,  to  trie  great  prejudice  of  his  natural  subjects,  and  of  the 
liberties  of  the  realm  ;  humbly  desiring  and  beseeching  him,  that  he, 
with  as  much  speed  as  might  be,  would  reform  and  redress  such 
excesses,  whereby  the  whole  realm  seemed  to  lie  in  danger  of  sub- 
version.   Otherwise,  if  he  refused  to  see  correction  thereof,  lie,  with 
other  peers  and  nobles,  would  withdraw  themselves  from  his  council, 
so  lone  as  he  maintained  the  society  of  those  foreigners  and  strangers 
about  him. 

win  ^8  Peter  Winchester,  answering  again,  said,  that  the  king 

•wcr  of   right  well  might  call  unto  him  what  foreigners  and  strangers  him 
listed,  for  the  defence  both  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  his  crown ;  and 
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what  number  of  them  he  would,  as  by  whom  he  might  be  able  to  Wwnr 
bridle  his  proud  and  rebellious  subjects,  and  so  to  keep  them  in  awe 


and  good  order. — When  the  carl  and  the  nobles  could  get  no  other  A.  D. 
answer  of  him,  in  great  perturbation  they  departed,  promising  among  1233- 
themselves,  that  in  this  cause,  which  so  touched  the  state,  of  the  whole  JJJJ 
realm,  they  would  with  constancy  join  together,  to  the  parting  with 
their  lives. 

After  this,  the  aforesaid  Peter,  bishop  of  Winchester,  with  hisPetnude 
accomplices,  ceased  not  by  all  means  to  inflame  the  king's  heart  to  5SSJuor 
hatred  and  contempt  of  his  natural  people,  whom  they  so  vehemently  J™**" 

Ecrvcrtcd,  that  he,  accounting  them  no  other  than  his  enemies,  sought,  rotwof 
y  all  diligence,  the  utter  destruction  of  them,  sending  daily  for  backed 
more  garrisons  of  the  Pictavians,  till  in  short  space  they  replenished  wun»e'« 
well  near  the  whole  land,  whose  defence  the  king  only  trusted  unto : 
neither  was  any  thing  disposed  in  the  realm,  but  through  the  guiding 
of  this  Peter,  and  of  the  Pictavians. 

The  king,  thus  guarded  and  strengthened  with  these  foreign  aliens 
and  strangers,  proclaimed  a  parliament  to  be  holden  at  Oxford, 
where  the  nobles  were  warned  to  be  present.  They,  considering  the 
indignation  of  the  king  conceived,  would  not  appear.  Again,  they  were 
required  the  first,  second,  and  third  time  to  present  themselves. 
The  assembly  proceeded,  but  they  came  not  for  whom  the  king 
looked.  In  this  assembly  or  parliament,  it  was  plainly  told  the  king, 
by  a  Dominic  friar  preaching  before  him,  that  unless  he  removed 
from  him  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Peter  Rival,  his  kinsman, 
he  should  not,  neither  could,  long  enjoy  peace  in  his  kingdom.  This, 
although  it  was  bluntly  spoken  by  the  friar  against  the  bishop,  yet 
this  remedy  he  had ;  the  friar  had  nothing  to  lose.  Yet  was  there 
another  chaplain  of  the  court,  who  perceiving  the  king  somewhat 
mitigated  by  the  former  preaching,  and  after  a  courtlike  dexterity 
handling  his  matter,  being  a  pleasant  conceited  man,  thus  merrily 
came  to  the  king,  asking  a  question,  "  What  is  the  thing  most  per-  Merry 
nicious  and  dangerous  of  all  other  things  to  them  that  travel  by  the  o^the6*™ 
seas  ?*  "  That,"1  said  the  king,  "  is  best  known  to  such  as  travel  k|l"g'^Jn 
in  that  kind  of  traffic."  "  Nay,"  saith  he,  "  this  is  easy  to  be  told." 
The  king  demanding  what  it  was,  "  Forsooth,'"  quoth  he,  "  stones  and 
rocks  alluding  merrily,  but  yet  truly,  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester, 
whose  name  and  surname  was  Petrus  de  Rupibus,  for  '  Petrae*  in  Latin 
signifieth  stones,  and 1  Rupe^ rocks.  Notwithstanding,  the  king,  cither 
not  perceiving  the  meaning,  or  not  amending  the  fault,  again  sendeth 
to  his  nobles,  to  have  them  come  and  speak  with  him  at  West- 
minster. But  they,  fearing  some  train  to  be  laid  for  them,  refused 
to  appear,  sending  plain  words  to  the  king  by  solemn  message,  that  JJ""*^ 
his  grace,  without  all  delay,  should  seclude  from  him  Peter,  bishop  of  bir.  to00" 
Winchester,  and  other  aliens  of  Pictavia,  or,  if  he  would  not,  they, tb*  kin°' 
with  the  common  assent  of  the  realm,  would  displace  him  with  his 
wicked  counsellors  from  his  kingdom,  and  have,  within  themselves, 
tractation  for  choosing  a  new  king. 

The  king,  at  the  hearing  of  this  message,  being  mightily  moved,  war 
partly  to  fear,  partly  to  indignation,  especially  having  the  late  him 
example  of  King  John,  his  father,  before  his  eyes,  was  cast  into  J*^^* 
great  perplexity,  doubting  what  was  best  to  be  done.  But  Winchester,  u«. 
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Hrnri  with  his  wicked  counsel,  so  wrought  with  the  king,  that  he  pro- 
ceeded with  all  severity  against  them ;  insomuch  that,  in  a  snort 


A.  IX  time,  the  sparkles  of  poisoned  counsel  kindling  more  and  more, 
1233-  grew  to  a  snarp  battle  between  the  king  and  Richard,  earl  Marshal, 
with  other  nobles,  to  the  great  disquictness  of  the  whole  realm, 
ore*     This  war  was  presignified  by  terrible  thondering  and  lightning, 
uXSEL  neard  all  England  over  in  the  month  of  March,  with  such  abundance 
iMdng*   of  rain  ant*  &°°&s  accompanying  the  same,  as  cast  down  mills, 
ovcrcovered  the  fields,  threw  down  houses,  and  did  much  harm 
through  the  whole  realm. 

To  prosecute  here,  at  large,  the  whole  discourse  of  this  war  between 
the  king  and  the  earl  marshal,  which  continued  near  the  space  of  two 
years ;  to  declare  all  the  parts  and  circumstances  thereof ;  what 
troubles  it  brought,  what  damages  it  wrought  unto  the  whole  realm, 
what  trains  were  laid,  what  slaughter  of  men,  what  waste  of  whole 
countries  ensued  from  Wales  unto  Shrewsbury,  how  the  marshal  joined 
himself  with  Llewellyn,  or  Leolinc,  prince  of  Wales,  how  the  Pictavians 
were  almost  all  slain  and  destroyed,  how  the  king  was  distressed, 
what  forgery  wily  Winchester  wrought  by  the  king's  letters  to  entrap 
the  Marsha],  and  to  betray  him  to  the  Irishmen,  amongst  whom  he 
was  at  length  slain  :  for  all  this  I  refer  to  other  authors,  who  at  large 
do  treat  of  the  same,  as  Matthew  Paris,  Florilcgus,  and  others.1 
This  is  to  be  noted  and  observed  (which  rather  pertaineth  to  our 
ecclesiastical  history),  to  see  what  sedition  and  continual  disquictness 
there  was  in  those  days  among  almost  all  christian  people,  being 
under  the  pope's  catholic  obedience;  but  especially,  to  mark  the 
corrupt  doctrine  then  reigning,  it  is  to  be  marvelled,  or  rather 
lamented,  to  see  the  king  and  the  people  then  so  blinded  in  the 
principal  point  and  article  of  their  salvation,  as  we  find  in  stories, 
which,  making  mention  of  a  house  or  monastery  of  converts  builded 
the  same  year  by  the  king  at  London,  do  express  in  plain  words, 
why  mo-  that  he  then  did  it  "  for  the  redemption  of  his  soul,  of  the  soul  of 
King  John,  his  father,  and  for  the  souls  of  all  his  ancestors :  ** 
whereby  may  be  understood  in  what  palpable  darkness  of  blind 
ignorance  the  silly  souls  redeemed  by  Christ  were  then  enwrapped, 
who  did  not  know,  nor  yet  were  taught,  the  right  doctrine  and  first 
principles  of  their  redemption, 
huhopaf  Mention  was  made  a  little  before  of  dissolving  the  election  of 
c*nt*r-  John,  prior  of  Canterbury,  who  was  chosen  by  the  monks  to  be 
elected  archbishop  of  the  said  church  of  Canterbury,  but  by  the  pope  was 
tSm,  defeated.  After  him  one  John  Blund  was  elected,  who,  travelling  up 
by'h**  to  Rome  tnis  fWi  A-D-  l283>  to  bc  confirmed  of  the  pope,  was  also 
repealed  and  unclected  again,  for  that  it  was  thought  in  England, 


were 


(1)  A  brief  abstract  of  fifty  yearn  of  these  melancholy  times  will  serve  to  recal.  to  the  recollection 
of  the  reader,  the  events  to  which  our  author  here  allude*.  The  king,  at  an  early  age,  came  to  the 
throne,  A  D.  I2IG.  Excess  and  extiar&pance  pervaded  the  court.  The  people  were  oppressed— the 
rlergy  suffered  the  mmt  disgraceful  extortion  from  Pope  Gregory  IX.  violence  and  rapine 
troubled  the  realm— the  baronial  aristocracy  seconded  the  am  hi  ti  out  designs  of  the  earl  of 
Leicester,  a.d.  1248 — they  usurped  the  power  of  the  throne— a  civil  war.  accompanied  with  its 
usual  horrors,  succeeded—  the  king  and  his  brother  Richard  were  defeated  and  Lken  prisoners,  at 
Lewes,  on  the  Hth  May,  a.d.  12fri — in  the  following  year  the  earl  of  Leicester  called  apailiaaieut, 
distinguished  as  the  one  to  which  deputies  from  the  boroughs  were  first  summoned— and  on  the 
4th  of  August  that  nobleman  fell  in  the  battle  of  Evershaui,  fighting  against  Prince  Edward  (after- 
wards Edward  1),  upon  which  King  Henry  was  restored  to  the  throne.— En. 

(t)  1  Pr •■  n-iii-tv.pt mrie  Ani mar  tuorct  Regis  Johannis  paths  sui,  ct  omnium  antcccttorum  suonun  ' 
-Ex  Matlh.  Pari.  fol.  86. 
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and  so  complained  of  to  the  pope,  that  he  had  received  of  Peter,  fre*p/ 

bishop  of  Winchester,  a  thousand  marks,  and  had  another  thousand  

promised  him  of  the  said  Winchester,  who  by  his  money  thought  to  A.  D. 
make  him  on  his  side,  and  also  wrote  to  the  emperor  to  help  forward  123;}- 
his  promotion  in  the  court  of  Rome.    Notwithstanding,  both  he,  §Jj"S" 
with  his  giving,  and  the  other,  with  his  taking  of  bribes,  were  both  tribe*, 
detected  and  disappointed  of  their  purpose.    For  the  pope,  hating 
then  the  emperor,  for  the  same  cause,  admitted  not  the  election  ; 
pretending  as  the  cause,  that  he  was  proved  to  hold  two  benefices 
without  his  dispensation.    After  him,  by  the  commandment  of  the 
pope,  one  Edmund,  canon  of  Salisbury,  was  ordained  archbishop, 
and  had  his  pall  sent  to  him  from  the  pope.    This  Edmund,  for  his 
virtues,  was  afterwards  canonized  by  the  popish  monks  there  for  a 
saint,  and  called  St.  Edmund.   About  this  time,  also,  Robert  Grost- 
head  was  made  bishop  of  Lincoln. 

This  Edmund,  accompanied  with  other  bishops,  during  this 
trouble  between  the  king  and  his  nobles,  being  in  council  at 
Westminster,  in  the  year  next  ensuing  (a.d.  1234),  came,  uttering  a.d.ism. 
their  minds  boldly,  in  the  name  of  the  lords,  and  declaring  unto  the 
king,  as  became  his  faithful  servants,  that  the  counsel,  which  he  then 
followed,  was  not  sound  or  safe,  but  cruel  and  dangerous,  both  to 
him,  and  to  the  state  of  the  realm ;  meaning  the  counsel  of  Peter 
Winchester  and  Peter  Rival,  with  other  adherents. 

Faithful  Counsel  of  the  Bishops  given  to  the  King. 

1.  For  that  they  hate  and  contemn  the  English  nation,  calling  them 
traitors  and  rebels,  and  turning  the  lung's  heart  from  the  love  of  his  natural 
subjects,  and  the  hearts  of  them  from  him,  as  appeareth  by  the  earl  marshal 
and  others,  sowing  discord  among  them. 

2.  Item,  Bv  the  said  counsel,  to  wit,  by  the  aforesaid  bishop  and  his  fellows, 
King  John,  the  king's  father,  lost  first  the  hearts  of  his  barons,  after  that  lost 
Normandy,  and  afterwards,  other  lands  also,  and  in  the  end  wasted  all  his 
treasure,  so  that  since  that  time  the  regiment  of  England  had  never  any  quiet 
after. 

3.  Item,  By  the  said  counsel  also,  in  their  time  and  memory,  the  kingdom 
of  England  had  been  troubled  and  suspended,  and  in  conclusion,  she  that  was 
before  the  prince  of  provinces,  became  tributary  ;  and  so,  war  ensuing  upon  the 
same,  the  said  King  John,  his  father,  incurred  great  danger  of  death,  and  at 
last  was  extinguished,  after  lacking  both  peace  of  his  kingdom  and  of  his  own 
heart. 

4.  Item,  By  the  said  counsel  the  castle  of  Bedford  was  kept  a  long  time 
against  the  king,  to  the  great  loss  both  of  men  and  treasure,  beside  the  loss  of 
Rupella,  to  the  shame  of  the  realm  of  England. 

5.  Item,  Through  their  wicked  counsel,  at  this  present,  great  perturbation 
seemed  to  hang  over  the  whole  realm ;  for  else,  if  it  had  not  been  for  their 
counsel,  and  if  true  justice  and  judgment  might  have  been  ministered  unto  the 
king's  subjects,  these  tumults  had  never  been  stirred,  and  the  king  might  have 
had  his  land  unwasted,  and  his  treasure  unconsumed. 

6.  Item,  In  that  faith  and  allegiance,  wherewith  they  were  obliged  unto  him, 
they  protested  unto  him,  that  his  said  council  was  not  a  council  of  peace,  but 
of  division  and  disquietness,  to  the  end  that  they  who  otherwise,  by  peace,  could 
not  aspire,  bv  disturbing  and  disheriting  others,  might  be  exalted. 

7.  Item,  For  that  all  the  castles,  forts,  munitions,  also  all  the  officers  of  the 
exchequer,  with  all  other  the  greatest  escheats  of  the  realm,  were  in  their  hands, 
of  the  which  if  the  king  would  demand  account,  he  should  prove  how  true 
they  were. 

8.  Item,  For  that  neither  by  the  king's  seal  nor  commandment,  except  it 
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Henr9   bore  withal  the  seal  of  Peter  Rival,  almost  any  business  of  any  weight  could  be 
UJ-     despatched  in  the  realm,  as  though  they  counted  their  king  for  no  king. 
I  I  j       9.  Furthermore,  by  the  aforesaid  counsel,  the  natural  subjects  and  nobles  of 
j.j.jj'   the  realm  were  banished  the  court,  which  it  was  to  be  feared  would  grow  to 

 1-  some  inconvenience  both  to  the  king  and  to  the  realm ;  forasmuch  as  the  king 

seemed  to  be  more  on  their  side,  than  they  on  his,  as  by  many  evident  con- 
jectures may  appear. 

10.  Item,  It  was  not  well  to  be  taken  and  liked,  the  said  council  standing  of 
strangers  and  aliens,  that  they  should  have  in  their  power  both  the  king's  sister, 
and  many  other  noblemen's  daughters,  and  other  women  marriageable,  with 
the  king's  wards  and  marriages,  which  they  bestowed  and  divided  among  them- 
selves and  men  of  their  affinity. 

11.  Item,  The  said  council,  regarding  neither  the  laws  nor  the  liberties  of 
the  realm,  confirmed  and  corroborated  by  excommunication,  did  confound  and 
pervert  all  justice  :  wherefore  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  they  would  run  under 
excommunication,  and  the  king  also,  in  communicating  with  them. 

12.  Item,  Because  they  kept  neither  promise,  nor  faith,  nor  oath  with  any 
person,  neither  did  observe  any  instrument  made,  never  so  formal,  by  law,  nor 
yet  did  fear  any  excommunication ;  wherefore  they  were  to  be  left  for  people 
desperate,  as  who  were  departed  from  all  truth  and  honesty. 

"These  things,"  said  the  bishops,  "we,  as  your  faithful  subject*  before 
God  and  men,  do  tell  and  advertise  your  grace,  desiring  and  beseeching  you, 
that  you  will  remove  and  seclude  from  you  such  counsel :  and  as  the  custom  is 
of  all  other  kingdoms  to  do,  that  you  will  so  govern  in  like 


Hi.  an- 


Exrtjin-  kingdom  by  your  own  natural  liege  people,  and  such  as  be  sworn  unto  you  of 

t?cm"!u*  J'our  own  realm.    For  thus,"  said  tney,  "  in  verity  we  denounce  unto  you, 

nounral  that  unless  in  short  time  you  will  see  these  tilings  reformed,  we,  according  to 

bUhnp*  OHr  ^Uty»  WU^  proceed  by  the  censure  of  the  church  against  you  and  all  others 

»pain»t  that  gainstand  the  same,  tarrying  no  other  thing,  but  only  the  consecration  of 

the  king,  this  our  reverend  archbishop." 

These  words  of  the  bishops  thus  said  and  finished,  the  king  re- 

auircd  a  little  time  of  respite,  wherein  to  advise  with  himself  about 
16  matter,  saying,  that  he  could  not,  on  such  a  sudden,  remove 
from  him  his  council,  before  he  had  entered  with  them  account  of 
his  treasure  committed  to  them  ;  and  so  that  assembly  brake  up. 

It  followed  then,  after  this  communication  so  broken  up,  that  the 
king  resorted  to  the  parts  of  Norfolk,  where,  coming  by  St.  Edmunds- 
bury,  where  the  wife  of  Hubert,  the  justice,  was,  he  being  moved 
The  pity  with  zeal  of  pity  toward  the  woman,  who  very  humbly  behaved 
kinjj'o-  herself  t°      king,  did  grant  her  eight  manors,1  which  her  husband 
nri  the  before  with  his  money  had  purchased,  being  then  in  the  custody  and 
Hubert,   possession  of  Robert  Passelew,  one  of  the  kings  new  counsellors  above 
Edmund  specified.    It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  Edmund,  the  archbishop, 
•"■"J     was  invested  and  consecrated  in  the  church  of  Canterbury;  who, 
•jth-      shortly  after  his  consecration,  about  the  month  of  April,  coming  with 
CmnSr-    bis  suffragans  to  the  place  of  council,  where  the  king  with  his  earls 
SEfjJJj;  and  barons  were  assembled,  opened  to  him  the  cause  and  purpose  of 
canon  ucd  his  coming,  and  of  the  other  prelates,  which  was,  to  put  him  in 
inno^t  remembrance  of  their  former  talk  had  with  him  at  Westminster ; 
,v-       denouncing,  moreover,  to  him  expressly,  that  unless  with  speed  he 
nate   w!>u^  tokc  a  better  way,  and  fall  to  a  peaceable  and  godly  agreement 
tilT  "  with  the  true  and  faitl  ful  nobles  of  his  realm,  he  immediately,  with 
pracuLd  ^'c  °*her  prelates  there  present,  would  pass  the  sentence  of  excom- 
munication against  him,  and  against  all  thein  that  would  be  enemies 
to  the  same  peace,  and  maiutainers  of  discord. 
The  king,  after  he  heard  the  meaning  of  the  bishops,  with  humble 
HI 
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and  gentle  language  answered  them,  promising  to  condescend  to  them  w«y» 
in  all  tilings.    YVnereupon  within  few  days  after,  the  king,  coining  '.  


to  some  better  remembrance  of  himself,  commanded  the  aforenamed  A-  D. 
bishop  of  Winchester  to  leave  the  court,  and  to  return  home  to  his  1234, 
bishopric,  there  to  attend  unto  the  spiritual  charge  and  care  of  his 
flock  committed  to  him.    Moreover,  he  commanded  Peter  Rival,  the  peter 
bishop's  cousin,  some  stories  say  his  son,  who  had  then  the  disposing 
of  all  the  affairs  of  the  realm,  to  render  unto  him  his  castles,  and  to  account 
give  account  of  all  his  treasures  whereof  he  liad  the  keeping,  and  so  SuR 
to  void  the  realm  ;  swearing,  moreover,  unto  him,  that  if  he  had  not 
been  beneficed,  and  within  orders  of  the  church,  he  would  have  caused 
both  his  eyes  to  be  plucked  out  of  his  head. 

Henry  likewise  expelled  the  Pictavians  out  of  the  court,  and  from  neta- 
the  custody  of  his  munitions,  sending  them  home  into  their  country, 


»rnt 


and  bidding  them  no  more  see  his  face.    Thus  the  kinir,  wisely 

•  •  Ti  by  the 

despatching  his  wicked  counsellors,  first  did  send  Edmund,  the  king, 
archbishop,  with  the  bishops  of  Chester  and  of  Rochester,  into 
Wales  to  Llewellyn,  and  to  Richard,  earl  Marshal,  and  others,  to 
treat  with  them  of  peace.  Also  he  received  back  to  his  service  men 
of  his  natural  country,  to  attend  about  him,  offering  himself  willing 
to  be  ruled  by  the  counsel  of  the  archbishop  and  the  bishops,  by 
whose  prudence  he  trusted  his  realm  should  be  reduced  again  to  a 
better  quietness. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  while  these  things  were  doing  in  England,  Richard, 
the  aforesaid  Richard,  earl  Marshal,  by  the  falsehood  of  the  bishop  of  ^ 
Winchester,  and  Peter  Rival,  forging  the  king's  letters  to  the  Irish-  ffijjffl 
men  against  him,  and  partly  by  the  conspiracy  of  Gilbert  dc  Marisco,  Ireland, 
being  circumvented  by  the  Irishmen  in  war,  and  there  taken  and 
wounded,  was  by  them,  through  the  means  of  his  surgeon,  slain. 

Great  slaughter  at  the  same  time  there  was  of  them  who  were  eating 
called  Catini,  about  the  parts  of  Almain.     These  Catini  were  £» 
esteemed  of  Pope  Gregory  and  the  papists  to  be  heretics,  but  what  ^^-^ 
their  opinions  were,  I  find  it  not  expressed  in  Matthew  Paris.  the  pa- 

in like  sort  the  Albigenses  before  mentioned,  accounted  also  by  j^JJ 
the  pope's  flock  to  be  heretics,  with  their  bishops,  and  a  great  number  AWpa- 
and  company  of  them,  were  slain  by  commandment  of  Pope  Gre-  £*8pab?. 
gory  IX.,  at  the  same  time,  in  a  certain  plain  in  Spain.1 

How  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  two  other  bishops,  was 
sent  into  Wales,  for  entreaty  of  peace,  ye  heard  before ;  at  whose 
return,  after  the  time  of  Easter,  the  king  going  toward  Gloucester  to 
meet  them  by  the  way,  as  he  was  in  his  journey  at  W  I  stock,  there 
came  messengers  from  Ireland,  declaring  to  the  king  the  death  of 
Richard,  earl  Marshal,  and  the  order  thereof,  through  the  forged 
letters  of  Winchester,  and  others;  whereat  the  king  made  great 
lamentation  and  mourning,  to  the  great  admiration  of  all  them  that 
were  by,  saying  and  complaining,  that  he  left  not  his  like  in  all  the 
realm  again. 

After  this,  the  king  proceeding  in  his  journey,  came  to  Gloucester,  The  aay- 
where  the  archbishop,  with  the  other  bishops,  coming  to  the  king,  ft*  *,lyll 
declared  to  him  the  form  and  condition  of  peace,  which  they  had  *£*£f 
concluded  with  Llewellyn,  which  was  this : — If  the  king  would  be  **" 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  rarta,  foU  8T. 
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Hmrf  reconciled  before  with  the  other  nobles  with  whom  he  was  confederate, 
such  as  the  king  had  banished  out  of  his  realm,  to  the  end  that  the 


A.  D.  concord  might  be  the  more  firm  between  them :  thus,  said  they, 
1234,  was  Llewellyn  contented,  although  with  much  ado  and  great  difficulty, 
to  receive  the  league  of  peace,  saying  and  protesting  this  unto  them, 
that  he  feared  more  the  king's  alms  than  all  the  puissance  both  of 
him  and  of  all  his  clergy  in  England. 
pmc.        This  done,  the  king,  there  remaining  with  the  bishops,  directed  his 
hSSSS?  lettere  to  *U  the  banished  lords,  and  to  all  his  nobles,  that 

and  u?  ^1CV  snou^  repair  to  him  about  the  beginning  of  June,  at  Gloucester, 


promising  to  them  his  full  favour,  and  reconcilement  to  them  and  to 
their  heirs ;  and,  that  they  might  suspect  no  fraud  therein,  they  should 
have  their  safe  conduct  by  the  archbishop  and  bishops.  Whereupon, 
Kent,  re-  through  the  mediation  of  the  said  archbishop  and  the  bishops,  first 
tti"rking«  cometh  to  the  king  Hubert,  earl  of  Kent,  offering  himself  to  the 
frvour.    king's  good  will  and  favour,  whom  the  king,  with  cheerful  counte- 
nance, received  and  embraced,  restoring  him  not  only  to  his  favour, 
but  also  to  his  household  and  counsel,  with  his  livings  and  possessions, 
oireth    from  wuicu  he  had  been  disseized  before.    Then  Hubert,  lifting  up 
to  God.   his  eyes  to  heaven,  gave  praise  and  glory  to  God,  by  whose  gracious 
providence  he,  being  so  marvellously  preserved  through  so  great  dis- 
tresses and  tribulations,  was  again  so  happily  reconciled  to  the  king 
and  to  his  faithful  friends.    After  him,  in  like  sort,  came  in  Gilbert 
Basset,  a  nobleman ;  Richard  Suard ;  also  Gilbert,  the  brother  of 
Richard  Marshal,  who  was  slain  ;  which  Gilbert  recovered  again  his 
whole  inheritance,  as  well  in  England  as  in  Ireland,  doing  his  nomage 
to  the  king,  and  his  service  due  for  the  same ;  to  whom  also  was 
granted  the  office  of  the  high  marshal  court,  belonging  before  to  his 
brother  Richard. 

Pai.kood      In  the  same  council  or  communication,  continuing  then  at  Glou- 
a£rdcom-  cester,  the  said  Edmund,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  bringing  the 
KinK!*  '  rorKed  letters,  wherein  was  betrayed  the  life  of  Richard,  earl  Marshal, 
many     sealed  with  the  king's  seal,  and  sent  to  the  great  men  of  Ireland,  read 
Lbuu*  by  the  same  openly,  in  the  presence  of  the  king  and  all  the  nobles.  At 
the  hearing  whereof,  the  king,  greatly  sorrowing  and  weeping,  con- 
fessed there  in  truth,  that  being  forced  by  the  bishop  of  W  inchester 
and  Peter  Rival,  he  commanded  his  seal  to  be  set  to  certain  letters 

E resented  unto  him,  but  the  tenor  thereof,  he  said  and  swore,  he  never 
eard ;  whercunto  the  archbishop  answering,  desired  the  king  to  search 
well  his  conscience,  and  said,  that  all  they  who  were  procurers,  or  had 
knowledge  of  those  letters,  were  guilty  of  the  death  of  the  earl  Mar- 
shal, no  less  than  if  they  had  murdered  him  with  their  own  hands, 
nuhop  of    Then  the  king,  calling  a  council,  sent  his  letters  for  the  bishop  of 
tor  and"**  W^ch^ter,  Peter  Rival,  Stephen  Segrave,  and  Robert  Passelew,  to 
otheri    appear  and  yield  account  for  his  treasures  unto  them  committed,  and 
for  his  seal  by  them  abused.    But  the  bishop  and  Rival,  keeping 
themselves  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  minster  church  of  Winchester, 
neither  durst  nor  would  appear.    Stephen  Segrave,  who  succeeded 
after  Hubert,  the  justice,  and  was  of  the  clergy  before,  after  became 
a  layman,  and  now,  hiding  himself  in  St.  Mary's  church,  in  the  abbey 
of  Leicester,  was  turned  to  a  clerk  again.    Robert  Passelew  covertly 
hid  himself  in  a  certain  cellar  of  the  New  Temple,  so  secretly,  that 
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none  could  tell  where  he  was,  but  thought  he  was  gone  to  Rome.  At 

length,  through  the  aforesaid  Edmund,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  111 

measures  were  taken  that  a  remote  day  was  granted,  by  the  king,  for  A.Dt 
them  to  answer.    On  that  day,  first  appeared  Peter  Rival,  then  1234- 
Stephen  Segrave,  after  him  Robert  Passelew,  each  of  whom  severally, 
one  after  another,  showed  themselves ;  but  not  able  to  answer  for 
themselves,  like  traitors  they  were  reproved,  and,  like  villains,  were 
sent  away.1 


VARIANCE    BETWEEN    POPE    GREGORY    IX.    AND   THE  CITIZENS 

OF  ROME. 

^Vhile  peace  between  the  king  and  the  nobles  was  thus  reconciled 
in  England,  dissension  and  variance  the  same  time  and  year  began  in 
Rome,  between  the  pope  and  the  citizens  of  Rome.  The  cause  was, 
that  the  citizens  claimed,  by  old  custom  and  law,  that  the  bishop  of 
Rome  might  not  excommunicate  any  citizen  of  the  city,  nor  suspend 
the  said  city,  with  any  interdiction,  for  any  manner  of  excess. 

To  this  the  pope  answered  again,  "  Quod  minor  Deo  est,  scd 
quolibet  hominc  major to  use  the  very  words  of  mine  author, 
"  Ergo,  major  quolibet  sive,  ne  etiam  rege,  vel  imperatore."  That  is, 
"  That  he  is  less  than  God,  but  greater  than  any  man :  ergo,  greater 
than  any  citizen,  yea  also,  greater  than  king  or  emperor.*1  And  for- 
asmuch as  he  is  their  spiritual  father,  he  both  ought,  and  lawfully 
may,  chastise  his  children  when  they  offend,  as  being  subjected  to  him 
in  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  reduce  them  into  the  way  again,  when  they 
liavc  strayed  out  of  course. 

Moreover,  the  citizens  allege  again  for  themselves,  that  the  potestates 
of  the  city,  and  the  senators,  do  receive  of  the  church  of  Rome,  a  yearly  ^""0 
tribute,  which  the  bishops  of  Rome  were  bound  to  pay  to  them,  both  ye^™y 
by  new,  and  also  ancient  laws.  Of  this  yearly  tribute  they  have  been 
ever  in  possession,  before  the  time  of  this  Pope  Gregory  IX. 

Hereunto  the  pope  answered,  and  said,  that  although  the  church 
of  Rome,  in  time  of  persecution,  for  their  defence  and  the  cause  of 
peace,  was  wont  to  respect  the  head  rulers  of  the  city  with  gentle 
rewards,  yet  ought  not  that  now  to  be  taken  for  a  custom  ;  for  that 
custom  only  ought  to  stand,  which  consist cth  not  in  examples,  but  in 
right  and  reason. 

Further  and  besides,  the  citizens  said  that  they,  at  the  command- 
ment of  the  senators,  would  appropriate  their  country  with  new  and 
larger  limits,  and  enfranchise  tne  same,  being  enlarged  with  fines  and 
borders. 

To  this  the  pope  again  made  answer,  that  certain  lordships,  and 
cities,  and  castles,  be  contained  within  the  compass  of  the  said  limits, 
as  the  city  Viterbium  and  Montcaster,  which  they  presume  to  appro- 
priate within  their  precinct ;  but,  to  ascribe  to  them,  and  usurp  that 
which  pertaineth  to  others,  is  against  right  and  justice. 

For  these  and  such  other  controversies  rising  between  the  pope  and 
the  Romans,  such  dissension  was  kindled,  that  the  pope,  with  his  room. 
cardinals,  leaving  the  city  of  Rome,  removed  to  Peranum,  as  partly 
before  is  recited,  thinking  there  to  remain  and  to  plant  themselves ; 

(1)  Ex  Matt*.  Pari*.  M.  91. 
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but  the  Romans,  prevailing  against  him,  overthrew  divers  of  his 

 '.  houses  in  the  city,  for  which  he  did  excommunicate  them.  The 

A.D.  Romans,  then  flying  to  the  emperor,  desired  his  aid  and  succour;  but 
1234'  lie,  belike  to  pleasure  the  pope,  gathering  an  army,  went  rather 
warreth  against  the  Romans.  Then  the  pope's  army,  whose  captains  were  the 
th£  n£   earl  of  Toulouse  (to  purcluisc  the  pope's  favour),  and  Peter  the  afore- 
mwu.  bigbop  of  Winchester  (whom  the  pope,  for  the  same  end,  had  sent 

for  from  England,  partly  for  his  treasure,  partly  for  his  practice  and 
skill  in  feats  of  war),  and  the  emperor's  nost  joined  together,  and 
bordering  about  the  city  of  Rome,  cast  down  the  castles  or  mansions 
belonging  to  the  citizens  round  about  the  suburbs,  to  the  number  of 
eighteen,  and  destroyed  all  their  vines  and  vineyards  about  the  city. 
At  this  the  Romans,  being  not  a  little  offended,  brast  out  of  the  city, 
with  more  heat  than  order,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  thousand 
(as  the  story  rcporteth),  to  destroy  Viterbium,  the  pope's  city,  with 
Bword  and  fire.    But  the  multitude,  being  unordered,  and  out  of 
battle-array,  and  unprovided  for  jeopardies  which  by  the  way  might 
happen,  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  who  were  in  wait  for 
them,  and  of  them  destroyed  a  great  number ;  so  that  on  both  parts 
were  slain  to  the  number  of  thirty  thousand  ;  but  the  most  part  was 
of  the  citizens.    This  dissension  thus  begun,  was  not  soon  ended, 
but  continued  long  after.1 
church  of    By  these,  and  such  other  stories,  who  seeth  not  how  far  the  church 
K«w«ted  of  Rome  hath  degenerated  from  the  true  image  of  the  right  church 
g[*J  of  Christ,  which,  by  the  rule  and  example  of  the  gospel,  ought  to  be 
Snff  a  ^au^nter  °^  P04"*!  not  a  mother  of  debate ;  not  a  revenger  of 
cuuc  "   herself,  nor  a  seeker  of  wars,  but  a  forgiver  of  injuries,  humbly  and 
patiently  referring  all  revenge  to  the  Lord ;  not  a  raker  for  riches,  but 
a  winner  of  souls  ;  not  contending  for  worldly  mastership,  but  hum- 
bling themselves  as  servants  ;  not  vicars  of  the  Lord,  but  jointly,  like 
brethren,  serving  together,  bishops  with  bishops,  ministers  with  minis- 
ters, deacons  with  deacons,  and  not  as  masters,  separating  themselves 
im^t*        superiority  one  from  another,  but  briefly  communicating  together 
tween  the  in  doctrine  and  counsel,  one  particular  church  with  another ;  not  as  a 
Mum     mother,  one  over  another,  Dut  rather  as  a  sister  church  one  with 
Mdtho**  an°tfrer>  seeking  together  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  not  their  own. 
church  of  Such  was  the  church  of  Rome  at  first,  in  the  old  ancient  beginning  of 
th»?u.    her  primitive  state,  especially  while  the  cross  of  persecution  yet  kept 
the  bishops  and  ministers  under,  in  humility  of  heart,  and  fervent 
»  calling  upon  the  Lord  for  help ;  so  happy  was  that  Christian  then, 

who  with  liberty  of  conscience  only  might  hold  his  life,  how  barely 
soever  he  lived.  As  for  the  pride  and  pomp  of  the  world,  as  striving 
for  patrimonies,  buying  of  bishoprics,  gaping  for  benefices,  so  far  was 
this  off  from  them,  that  then  they  had  little  leisure,  and  less  list,  so 
much  as  once  to  think  upon  them.  Neither  did  the  bishops,  then, 
of  Rome,  fight  to  be  consuls  of  the  city,  but  sought  how  to  bring  the 
consuls  unto  Christ,  being  glad  if  the  consuls  would  permit  them  to 
dwell  by  them  in  the  city.  Nor  did  they  then  presume  so  high  as 
to  bring  the  emperors'  necks  under  their  girdles,  but  were  glad  to 
save  their  necks,  in  any  corner,  from  the  sword  of  the  emperors. 
Then  lacked  they  outward  peace,  but  abounded  in  inward  consolation, 

(I)  Ex  M*tth.  PwU.  foi  ou 
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God's  Holy  Spirit  mightily  working  in  their  hearts.  Then  was  one 
catholic  unity  of  truth  and  doctrine  amongst  all  churches,  against 


errors  and  sects;  neither  did  the  east  and  west,  nor  distance  of  place,  A.  I), 
divide  the  church,  but  both  the  east  church  and  the  west  church,  the  1234' 
Greeks  and  the  Latins,  made  all  one  church.    And,  albeit  there  were  ^Jj^ 
then  five  patriarchal  sees  appointed  for  order  sake,  differing  in  regions,  ^^,h 
and  peradventure  also  in  some  rites  one  from  another ;  yet  all  these 
consenting  together  in  one  unity  of  catholic  doctrine,  having  one  God, 
one  Christ,  one  faith,  one  l)aptism,  one  spirit,  one  head,  and  linked 
together  in  one  bond  of  charity,  and  in  one  equality  of  honour ;  they 
made  altogether  one  body,  one  church,  one  communion,  called  one 
catholic,  universal,  and  apostolic  church.    And  so  long  as  this  knot  c*™* 
of  charity  and  equality  did  join  them  in  unity  together,  so  long  the  °  ^  ' 
church  of  Christ  flourished  and  increased,  one  being  ready  to  help 
and  harbour  another,  in  time  of  distress,  as  Agapctus  and  Vigilius, 
flying  to  Constantinople,  were  there  aided  by  the  patriarch ;  so  that, 
ail  this  while,  neither  foreign  enemy,  neither  Saracen,  nor  soldan,  nor 
sultan,  nor  caliph,  nor  corasmine,  nor  Turk,  had  any  power  greatly 
to  harm  it. 

But  through  the  malice  of  the  enemy,  this  catholic  unity  did  not  srhum 
long  continue,  and  all  by  reason  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  who,  not  thTowk 
contented  to  be  like  his  brethren,  began  to  extend  himself,  and  to  J^7h« 
claim  superiority  above  the  other  four  patriarchal  sees,  and  all  other  church  or 
churches  in  the  world.     And  thus,  as  equality  amongst  christian  Equality, 
bishops  was  by  pride  and  singularity  oppressed,  so  unity  began,  by  JJ^'a"' 
little  and  little,  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  Lord's  coat,  which  the  soldiers 
left  whole,  to  be  divided.  Which  coat  of  christian  unity,  albeit  of  long 
time  it  hath  been  now  seam-ript  before,  by  the  occasion  aforesaid,  yet 
notwithstanding,  in  some  sort  it  held  together  in  some  mean  agree- 
ment, in  subjection  to  the  see  of  Rome,  till  the  time  of  this  Pope 
Gregory  IX.,  a.d.  1230,  at  which  time  this  rupture  and  schism  of 
the  church  brake  out  into  a  plain  division,  utterly  dissevering  the  cast 
church  from  the  west  church,  upon  this  occasion. 

There  was  a  certain  archbishop  elected  to  an  archbishopric  among  Th«c*UM> 
the  Greeks,  who,  coming  to  Rome  to  be  confirmed,  could  not  be  JJJJ1^,*' 
admitted  unless  he  promised  a  very  great  sum  of  money.  Which  when  j*£ £™ek 
he  refused  to  do,  and  detested  the  execrable  simony  of  the  court  of  ltm\y 
Rome,  he  made  his  repair  home  again-  to  his  own  country,  uncon-  j^m'the 
finned,  declaring  there  to  the  whole  nobility  of  that  land,  the  case  Rom»n»- 
how  it  stood.    For  the  further  confirmation  of  this,  there  were  also 
others,  who,  coming  lately  from  Rome,  where  they  had  proved  the 
same,  or  worse,  came  in  and  gave  testimony  to  his  saying.  Where- 
upon all  the  churches  of  the  Greeks,  at  the  same  time  hearing  this, 
departed  utterly  away  from  the  church  of  Rome,  which  was  in  the 
days  of  this  Pope  Gregory  IX.,  insomuch  that  the  archbishop  of  aho™** 
Constantinople,  coming  afterwards  to  the  general  council  at  Lyons,  fh" ot*°iT- 
therc  openly  declared,  that  whereas  before  time  he  had  under  him  'E^ho* 
above  thirty  bishoprics  and  suffragans,  now  he  had  not  three  ;  adding, 
moreover,  that  all  the  Greeks,  and  certain  others,  with  Antioch,  and 
the  whole  empire  of  Romania,  even  to  the  gates,  almost,  of  Constan- 
tinople, were  gone  from  the  obedience  of  the  church  of  Rome,  &c* 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  Pari*,  fol.  lit,  &c.  Col.  18*. 
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ttt*n      By  the  occasion  of  the  aforesaid  separation  of  the  Greeks  from 
Pope  Gregory,  it  happened  shortly  after  (a.d.  1237),  that  Gerroanus, 
A.  D.  archbishop  and  patriarch  of  Constantinople,  wrote  to  the  said  Pope 
1234,  Gregory  IX.,  humbly  desiring  him  to  study  and  seek  some  means  of 
Gcrma-    unity,  how  the  seamless  coat  of  the  Lord  Jesus  thus  lamentably  rent, 
trurrh  of  not  with  hands  of  soldiers,  but  by  discord  of  prelates,  may  be  healed 
Unopik?  again ;  offering  this,  moreover,  that  if  he  will  take  the  pains  to  stir 
out,  he,  for  his  part,  notwithstanding  his  old  age  and  feeble  body, 
ix.  would  not  refuse  to  meet  him  in  the  mid  way,  to  the  intent  that  the 


truth  on  both  sides  being  debated  by  the  Scriptures,  the  wrong  part 
may  be  reduced,  the  slander  stopped,  and  unity  re-formed  between 
them. 

This  request  of  the  patriarch,  as  it  was  both  godly  and  reasonable, 
so  it  had  been  the  bishop's  part  again,  with  like  humility,  to  have 
condescended  to  the  same,  and  to  have  been  glad  with  all  his  might 
to  help  forward  the  reformation  of  christian  unity  in  the  church  of 
Christ,  and  so  to  have  showed  himself  the  son  of  peace:  but  the 
proud  bishop  of  Home,  more  like  the  son  of  discord  and  dissension, 
standing  still  upon  his  majesty,  refused  thus  to  do  ;  but  wrote  again 
in  answer  to  his  letters,  with  great  disdain,  seeking  nothing  else  but 
how  to  advance  his  see  above  all  other  churches ;  and  not  only  that, 
but,  also,  shortly  after,  he  sent  forth  his  preaching  friars,  to  move  all 
Christians  to  take  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  to  fight  against  the  Greeks, 
no  otherwise  than  against  the  Turks  and  Saracens ;  insomuch  that,  in 
church*  the  Isle  of  Cyprus,  many  good  men  and  martyrs  were  slain  for  the 
hSS  same,  as  by  the  letters  of  the  said  Germanus,  patriarch  of  Constan- 
the  eait  tinople,  is  to  be  seen.1 

The  patriarch's  letter  to  the  pope,  and  the  pope's  answer  thereto, 
being  long  and  tedious  to  read,  are  omitted  here,  but  are  extant  in 
the  history  of  Matthew  Paris  ;*  the  summary  effect  whereof,  notwith- 
standing, I  thought  here  briefly  to  notify,  for  the  simple  and  unlearned 
multitude,  who,  not  understanding  the  Latin,  may  hereby  perceive 
the  fault  of  this  schism  not  so  much  to  rest  in  the  Greek  church,  as 
in  the  church  of  Rome,  as  by  the  contents  of  this  letter  may  appear. 


SUBSTANCE  OF  A  LETTER   OF   GERMANUS,  THE  PATRIARCH  OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE,  TO  POPE  GREGORY  IX.,  A.D.  1237. 

In  this  letter  the  said  Germanus,  patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
writing  to  Pope  Gregory,  first  after  his  reverend  salutation  and  pre- 
amble following  upon  the  same,  entering  then  upon  the  matter, 
showeth  the  occasion  of  his  writing,  which  was  by  five  observant 
friars  repairing  thither,  whom  he,  gently  receiving  into  his  house,  had 
conference  with  them  touching  this  discord  between  the  two  churches, 
bow  it  might  be  reduced  again  to  unity ;  and  afterwards,  perceiving  the 
said  friars  to  make  their  journey  towards  Rome, he  thought,  therefore, 
by  them  to  write  his  letters,  wherein  first  lamenting  this  division  in 
The  in-  the  house  of  God,  and  reciting  the  inconveniences  which  come  there- 
eneeof "  of,  by  the  example  of  Judah  and  Israel,  Jerusalem  and  Samaria,  Cain 
ducord.  an(j  At,^  "Easlw  and  Jacob,  also  of  other  such  like,  both  private  and 
public  societies,  where  brother  fightcth  against  brother,  like  as  among 

(1)  Ex  Mai t 1 Pmrit.  M.  til.  (I)  Ibid.  fcL  J,  rt  1 1 L 
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fishes  the  greater  devoureth  the  lesser ;  he  proceedeth  then  further 
gently  to  exhort  Pope  Gregory  to  the  study  of  unity. 


And  forasmuch  as  the  pope  had  accursed,  belike,  those  churches  A.  D. 
of  the  Greeks  before,  he  therefore,  taking  his  ground  ui>on  the  words  1237 ' 
of  St.  Paul,  [Gal.  i.l  where  he  accurseth  every  such  person  and 
persons,  whatsoever  they  be,  either  man  or  angel  of  heaven,  that 
shall  preach  any  other  gospel  than  hath  been  preached,  willeth  the 
pope  to  stand  with  him  upon  the  same  ground  of  the  apostle's  curse  ; 
so  that  if  the  stroke  of  that  curse  have  lighted  upon  him  or  his 
churches,  he  desireth  him  to  show  the  wound,  and  to  help  to  wipe 
away  the  blood,  to  minister  some  spiritual  plaster,  to  bind  up  the 
sore,  and  to  save  his  brethren  from  perishing  who  lay  in  danger, 
according  to  the  saying  of  the  wise  man,  "  A  brotherly  friend  is  tried 
in  adversity.** 

"  But  if  we  (with  nej,  of  the  Greek  church  be  free  from  the  stripe  of  this  Whether 
of  the  apostle,  and  you  Italians,  and  of  the  Latin  church,  be  stricken  t^vinh 


therewith  and  lie  thereby  in  danger  of  destruction,  I  trust  that  you,  through  ofihe 
ignorance  and  wilful  obstinacy,  will  not  so  suifer  yourselves  to  be  separated  (irwk« 
from  the  Lord,  but  rather  will  suffer  a  thousand  deaths  before,  if  it  were  p^pV-* 
possible  for  a  man  so  often  to  die."  church 

And  as  touching  this  great  discord  between  us,  if  either  contrariety  of  jJjfijJE 
doctrine,  or  swerving  from  the  ancient  canons,  or  diversity  of  rites  received  of  danger  of 
our  forefathers,  be  any  cause  thereof,  we  here  take  heaven  and  earth  to  witness, 
that  we  for  our  parts  are  ready,  and  desire  also,  upon  due  trial  of  profound  a 
truth  of  God's  word,  and  invocation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  join  hands  with  you, 
or  you  to  join  with  us.    But,  to  say  the  very  truth,  and  to  tell  you  plainly,  this 
wc  suppose,  that  many  mighty  and  noble  potentates  would  sooner  incline  to  Gree, 
your  obedience,  were  it  not  that  they  feared  your  unjust  oppressions,  your  afraid  of 
insatiable  exactions,  and  inordinate  provisions  wherewith  you  wring  your  the  P°i*'s 
subjects,  by  reason  whereof  have  risen  amongst  us  cruel  wars,  one  lighting  "[on" 
against  another,  desolation  of  cities,  bulls  and  interdictions  set  upon  church-  The  pa- 
doors,  division  of  brethren,  and  churches  of  the  Grecians  left  without  sen-ice,  aJj^t*n°f 
where  God  should  be  praised.  So  that  now  only  one  thing  lacketh,  which  I  believe  tinopie 
to  be  predefined  and  appointed  from  above  long  before  to  us  Grecians,  the  time  P"»pW 
1  mean  of  martyrdom,  which  also  now  hasteneth  fast  upon  us,  that  the  tribunal  'he' mar- 
of  tyrants  should  be  opened,  and  the  seats  of  torments  be  set,  that  the  blood  of  trrdom  of 
martyrs  should  be  spilled,  and  wc  brought  to  the  stage  of  martyrdom,  to  fight  J^1*' 
for  the  crown  of  glory." 

"  This  that  I  do  speak,  and  wherefore  I  speak  it,  the  noble  island  of  Cyprus  The 
doth  already  know  and  feel,  which  hath  made  many  new  martyrs,  and  hath  P°l»*» 
seen  valiant  soldiers  of  Christ,  who  of  long  time  before,  passing  through  water 
and  tears  of  sorrow,  now  at  lost  have  also  passed  through  fire,  and  so  entered  the  uieof 
into  the  heavenly  rest.    How  say  you,  be  these  good  and  seemly,  O  holy  pope !  cyProt- 
the  successor  of  St.  Peter,  the  apostle?    Is  this  the  bidding  of  that  good  Peter,  The  tr- 
the  meek  and  humble  disciple  of  Christ  ?  Doth  he  thus  instruct  the  seniors  and  ,*^n-Jr 
elders  in  his  epistle,  where  he  writeth  in  this  wise  ?    "  The  elders  which  arc  Jjce  of  the 
among  you,  I  beseech,  which  am  also  a  fellow-elder  with  them,  and  witness  of  prpechaa- 
the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  also  a  partaker  of  the  glory  that  shall  be  opened  :  {h"°tonis 
feed  the  flock  of  God  which  is  amongst  you,  having  care  and  sight  over  it,  or  at 
not  of  coaction,  as  compelled  against  your  wills,  but  willingly,  of  your  own 
accord ;  not  for  filthy  lucre'  sake,  but  freely  and  heartily ;  neither  as  bearing 
dominion  and  lordship  over  the  church,  but  showing  yourselves  as  an  example  to 
the  flock  :  and  when  the  chief  Pastor  shall  appear,  you  shall  receive  an  incor- 
ruptible crown  of  eternal  glory."  [1  Pet  v.  1,  4.  J    And  this  is  the  doctrine  of 
Peter,  as  they  shall  see  who  do  not  obey  it.    As  for  us,  the  other  part  of  the  said 
epistle  is  sufficient :  wherein  he  willeth  them  to  rejoice  which  are  in  heaviness 
through  manifold  temptations,  that  the  trial  of  their  faith  being  much  more 
precious  than  gold  that  perisheth,  and  is  tried  in  fire,  may  be  their  laud,  honour, 
and  glory,  at  the  appearing  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  [1  Pet.  i.  7.]    But  bear  with  me, 
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Henry  I  pray  you,  O  holy  father,  and  of  all  vour  predecessors  most  meek,  and  suffer 
Iff-     my  words  though  they  be  something  shaq),  for  they  be  sighings  of  a  sorrowful 
A  Q  heart." 

1237       "  Wherefore,  gird  about  yuur  loins  with  fortitude,  and  light  up  the  candle  of 
your  discretion,  and  seek  the  groat  that  is  lost,  of  the  unity,  I  mean,  of  faith. 
And  we  will  also  with  like  compassion  join  with  your  holiness,  and  I  will  not 
po*a  spare  this  weak  body  of  mine,  in  pretending  any  excuse  either  of  age  or  the 


He  ex- 


the 

to  come 
nnd  meet 


(  length  of  the  way :  for  the  more  luborious  the  travail  is,  the  more  crowns 
ithhim,  it  bringeth.    And  St.  Paul  saith,  *  Every  man  sludl  receive  reward  according 
thai  they  to  his  travail.'  " 

™nfcr  to  "  Neither  are  we  ignorant,  if  it  please  your  holiness,  that  like  as  we  Grecians, 
pettier  for  our  parts,  do  labour  in  all  respects  to  keep  and  observe  the  sincerity  of  true 
unit"  ot*  ^"th  ana  doctrine,  not  to  err,  nor  swerve  in  any  part  or  point  from  the  statutes 
frith.  °  of  the  blessed  apostles  and  ancient  fathers,  so  the  church,  likewise,  of  old 
The  Rome  doth,  for  her  part,  labour  also,  we  know  well,  to  follow  the  sincere  verity 
Or£*  of  christian  doctrine,  and  thinketh  herself  to  err  in  nothing,  nor  to  need  any 
church  remedy  or  reformation.  And  this  we  know  is  the  judgment  and  sayings  of  both 
•adder  churches,  as  well  of  the  Greeks  as  of  the  Latins.  For  no  man  can  see  any 
c«re  in  spot  in  his  own  face,  without  he  stoop  down  to  the  glass,  or  else  be  admonished 
doctrine,  DV  some  other,  whether  his  face  be  blotted  or  no.  Even  so  have  we  many 
great  and  fair  glasses  set  before  us:  first,  the  clear  gospel  of  Christ,  the  epistles 
He  ex-  of  the  apostles,  and  divinity  books  of  ancient  writers.  Let  us  therefore 
tiorteth  looj.  jnt<,  tnem  weu ;  they  will  show  every  man's  mind  and  judgment,  whether 
church  of  he  go  right  or  wrong.  The  God  of  peace  tread  down  Satan  speedily  imder  our 
Rome  to  feet.  The  Author  of  peace  confound  the  sower  of  discord.  He  that  is  the 
fate  in"  cause  °f  goodness  destroy  the  hater  of  all  that  which  is  good,  and  which 
OeA'i  giveth  cause  of  offence  and  slander.  And  he  who  is  God  of  all  joy  and  peace, 
that'ii  to  9en<^  u*»  wno  are  shepherds  of  his  sheep  reasonable,  the  angel  of  peace,  and  the 
try  their  nieasengcr  of  great  g^lad  tidings,  as  he  did  in  the  Nativity  of  Christ  to  the 


of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  peace  of  God  the  Father,  and  the 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  with  you  always.  Amen."1 

SUBSTANCE  OF  ANOTHER  EPISTI.E  OF  GERM  ANUS,  PATRIARCH  OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE,  AND  PRIMATE  OF  THE  GREEK  CHURCH, 
TO  THE  CARDINALS  OF  ROME. 

Another  letter,  the  said  Gcrmanus,  patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
written  also,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  pope's  cardinals,  wherein  he  first 
commendeth  them  for  their  wisdom  and  counsel,  and  then  showeth 
what  utility  conicth  by  giving  good  counsel,  he  saith : 

"  Forasmuch  as  God,  many  times,  that  which  he  hideth  from  one,  inspireth 
to  another,  so  that  that  good  thing  which  by  the  Almighty  God  is  sparingly 
dispensed  to  divers,  through  common  counsel  and  conference  spreadeth  to  the 
public  utility  of  many,"  &c. 

After  this,  cftsoons,  he  beginneth  to  exhort  them,  that  they,  like  cha- 
ritable ministers,  and  discreet  counsellors,  will  take  in  hand  tnc  spiritual 
armour  of  God,  to  cast  down  the  stop  and  partition  wall  of  the  old 
discord  between  the  Greek  and  Latin  church,  and  that  they  will  be  a 
mean  to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  that  they  who  have  been  so  long 
dissevered  by  dissension,  may  now  be  conjoined  in  unity  of  peace,  in 
brotherly  charity,  and  in  communion  of  faith. 

"  Concerning  this  matter,  I  have  (saith  he)  already  written  to  his  holiness. 
And  now,  I  beseech  the  King  of  heaven,  who  took  the  shape  of  a  sen-ant  to 
help  his  miserable  servants,  and  was  exalted  upon  the  cross  to  raise  them  up 


(I)  Ex  libro  M»tU>.  Pari.,  manuicrlpto,  ff.  3  et  111. 
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who  were  fallen  into  the  profundity  of  desolation,  that  he  will  vouchsafe  to  put  iitnry 
from  your  hearts  all  elation  of  mind,  extolling  itself  over  and  above  the  unity  of 
your  brethren  and  fellow-servants,  and  to  enlighten  your  consciences  with  the   ^  jj 
true  light  of  understanding,  that  we  may  altogether  agree  in  one,  and  that  there  .jo* 

be  no  schism  amongst  us.    Let  us,  therefore,  as  we  are  instructed,  so  abide  in  1 

one  mind,  that  it  be  not  said  of  us,  as  it  was  of  the  Corinthians  before  us,  '  I  hold 
of  Paid,  I  of  Apollos,  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ;'  [1  Cor.  i.  12 ;]  but  that  all 
we,  as  we  hold  the  name  of  Christ,  and  are  called  Christians,  so  may  also  abide 
in  that  wherein  we  are  instructed,  in  one  mind ;  that  is,  to  follow  love  and 
charity  in  Christ  Jesus,  having  always  in  our  hearts  the  words  of  the  apostle, 
saying,  '  One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism.' " 

"  And  now  to  be  plain  with  you  in  that  I  have  to  say,  I  Shall  desire  you  not  to 
be  offended  with  mc  in  uttering  the  truth  as  a  friend  unto  you.    '  The  words,' 
saith  Solomon,  1  of  a  wise  man  telling  truth,  be  like  to  nails  which  be  driven  in 
deep :'  and  truth  for  the  most  part  brecdeth  enemies ;  and,  therefore,  though 
I  am  partly  afraid,  yet  will  I  simply  confess  the  truth  unto  you.    Certes,  this  The  ty 
division  of  christian  unity  amongst  us,  proceedeth  of  no  other  cause  but  only  of  «nny«nd 
the  tyranny,  oppression,  and  exactions  of  the  church  of  Rome,  who  of  a  mother  Xn'uf  the 
is  become  a  stepdame,  and  hath  put  her  children  from  her  whom  long  time  she  church  of 
nourished  (after  the  manner  of  a  ravening  bird,  which  driveth  her  young  from  JJUJaI 
her) ;  which  children,  how  much  the  more  humble  and  obedient  they  are  to  her,  cause  of 
the  less  she  esteemeth  them,  and  treadeth  them  underfoot,  not  regarding  the  breaking 
saying  of  the  gospel,  'Whoso  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted.'"   [Luke  tm£ 
xviii.  14.]  Greek 

"  Let  modesty,  therefore,  something  temper  you,  and  let  the  avarice  of  the  court  ^JJ^he 
of  Rome,  although  that  cannot  well  out  of  the  flesh  which  is  bred  in  the  bone,  Latin, 
yet  surcease  a  while,  and  let  us  together  condescend  to  the  trial  of  the  truth ; 
which  truth  being  found  out  on  both  sides,  let  us  constantly  embrace  the 
same." 

"  For  why  ?  we  have  been  altogether  sometimes,  both  Italians  and  Grecians,  in  The  old 
one  faith,  and  under  the  same  canons,  having  peace  with  each  other,  and  »niity»nd 
defending  one  another,  and  confounding  the  enemies  of  the  church.    At  what  ^^J, 
time,  many  flying  out  of  the  west  parts  (while  the  tyranny  of  the  heretics  en-  the  eaat 
dured)  made  their  concourse  to  us,  and  were  received  ;  and  part  fled  unto  you,  ^JJ^ 
that  is,  old  Rome,  as  to  a  strong  tower  of  refuge,  and  so  received  they  comfort  we»t 
in  both  places,  and  one  brother  was  thus  received  into  the  bosom  of  another,  by 
mutual  love  for  their  defence." 

"  Then,  afterwards,  when  Rome  had  been  often  distressed  by  the  barbarous 
and  heathen  nations,  the  Grecians  were  ever  ready  to  rescue  and  deliver  them. 
Did  not  Agapetus  and  Vigil  ins  flee  unto  Constantinople  by  reason  of  the  dissen-  ARspetua 
sions  then  at  Rome,  and  being  honourably  received,  were  here  defended  under  J"1*1  » 
our  protection  ?  although  the  like  kindness  was  never  yet  showed  on  your  part  toUcorf- 
to  us  again  in  our  like  necessities.    Notwithstanding,  we  ought  to  do  good  to  utantino- 
them  also  that  be  ungrateful ;  for  so  doth  the  sea  participate  her  smooth  and  J'1'  r 
calm  tides  even  unto  the  pirates,  and  so  '  God  causeth  the  sun  to  shine  upon  the 
just  and  unjust.'    But,  alas  for  sorrow,  what  bitter  division  is  this,  that  hath  thus 
sequestered  us  asunder  !    One  of  us  dctracteth  another,  shunning  the  company 
one  of  another,  as  the  damnation  of  his  soul.    What  a  mortal  hatred  is  this 
that  is  come  among  us .'    If  you  think  we  are  fallen,  then  do  you  help  to  lift  us 
up,  and  be  not  to  us  a  stumbling-block  to  our  bodily  ruin,  but  helpers  unto  the 
spiritual  resurrection  of  our  souls ;  so  shall  we  acknowledge  ourselves  bound 
unto  you  to  give  you  condign  thanks  accordingly." 

"  But  if  the  blame  and  first  origin  of  all  this  oflence  proceedeth  from  Rome,  and 
the  successors  of  Peter,  the  apostle ;  then  read  ye  tne  words  of  St.  Paul  to  the 
Galatians,  saying,  '  When  Peter  came  to  Antioch  I  withstood  him  to  the  face,  Paulre- 
because  he  was  to  be  rebuked.'  [Gal.  ii.  11.]    Howbeit  this  resistance  was  no  buk«h 
cause  of  any  discord,  or  breach  between  them,  but  the  cause  rather  of  further  c  cr" 
search  and  profounder  disputations,  provoking  temporal  agreement ;  for  they 
were  fast  joined  together  in  the  bond  of  charity  in  Christ,  agreeing  in  faith 
and  conformity  of  doctritie,  separated  by  no  ambition  or  avarice,  in  which 
points,  would  God  we  also  were  like  unto  them  !    This  to  us,  in  our  minds, 
gendereth  a  great  oflence,  that  you  gaping  so  greedily  after  terrene  possessions, 
■crape  together  all  that  you  can  scratch  and  rake.    You  heap  up  gold  ana 
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Hury  silver,  and  yet  pretend  that  you  be  the  disciples  of  Him  who  said, '  Gold  and 
til.  silver  1  have  none,'  fire.  [Actsiii.  6.]  You  make  whole  kingdoms  tributary 
"~Y       to  you,  and  kings  and  princes  your  vassals.  You  augment  your  money  by  usury, 

12'37  and  by  feats  of  merchandise.  You  unteach  by  your  deeds  that  which  you 
 —  teach  in  words." 

He  mean-  "  Moderate  yourselves,  therefore,  with  more  temperance,  that  you  may  be  an 
ktaMfaM  cxa,nr^e  to  U8  m&  10  *U  tne  w°rid.  You  sec  how  good  a  thing  it  is  for  one 
o^Ka™  brother  to  help  another.    Only  God  alone  needeth  no  help  or  counsel,  but  men 


i,  and  need  to  be  holpen  one  of  another.  And  were  it  not  that  I  do  reverence  the 
which  blessed  apostle  Peter,  the  chief  of  Christ's  apostles,  the  rook  of  our  faith ;  1 
were  would  here  put  you  in  remembrance  how  greatly  this  rock  whs  shaken  anil 
made  trl-  removed  from  the  foundation  at  the  sight  of  a  silly  woman;  and  Christ  of  his 
Umsm  ot  "eeret  purpose  permitted  the  same,  who,  by  the  crowing  of  the  cock,  brought 
Rome.  him  again  to  remembrance  of  that  which  was  foretold  him,  and  raised  him  from 
narrate  ^  »mmbcr  of  desperation.  Then  he,  being  thus  waked,  washed  his  face  with 
avaric  of  tears,  confessing  himself,  before  God  and  all  the  world,  to  be  a  true  pattern 
the  court  0f  repentance,  who  before  bare  the  keys  of  the  kingdom,  saying  thus  unto  us, 
Peter"111*  '  y  not  'lc  wn'cn  folleth,  rise  again?  Oh  you  which  arc  fallen,  rise  up  and 
fn'[h  *  behold  inc,  and  hearken  unto  me,  travelling  towards  Paradise ;  the  gates  where- 
iliaken.    of  to  open  I  have  received  power.'  " 

"  And  thus  do  I  write  unto  you,  not  for  any  instruction,  but  only  to  put  you  in 
remembrance :  for  I  know  how  God  hath  endued  you  with  all  wisdom  and 
Peter  an  knowledge  ;  as  Solomon  saith,  '  Give  only  occasion  to  the  wise,  and  lie  will 
ofJ^St  learn  wisdom  :  teach  the  just  man,  and  he  will  be  glad  to  take  instruction.' " 
a»ce.  "  Tliis  one  thing  more  I  will  say,  and  so  make  an  end  :  There  be  great  and 
christian  mighty  nations  that  are  of  like  mind  and  opinion  with  us.  First,  the  Ethiopians, 
«nTi1™*  who  inhabit  the  chief  part  of  the  east  After  that  the  Syrians,  and  others 
tiont  in  besides,  of  greater  number  than  they,  and  more  disposed  to  virtue,  as  the  lliberi, 
"hi™  a  ^lani,  Gothi,  Charari,  with  innumerable  people  of  Russia,  and  the  kingdom  of 
Tot  under  great  victors ,  that  of  the  Volgarians.  All  these  arc  obedient  unto  us  as  their 
thehUhop  mother  church,  persisting  hitherto  constantly  in  the  ancient  and  true  orthodox 

of  Rome.  faith  k 


fhrUtthe  "  The  God  of  all  holiness,  who  for  our  sakes  became  man,  and  who  only  is  the 
inly  bead  head  of  his  church  and  congregation,  vouchsafe  to  gather  us  again  together  in 
church.  0B%»  and  grant  that  the  Grecian  church,  together  with  her  sister  church  of  old 
liome,  may  glorify  the  same  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  by  the  unity  of  faith,  to 
the  restitution  of  sound  and  wholesome  doctrine,  wherein  many  yean  agone 
they  have  agreed  and  were  united.  God  grant  unto  you  brotherly  charity,  and 
the"  hand  of  the  most  mighty  God  govern  you  all  holy  cardinals,  till  tliat  ye 
joyfully  arrive  in  the  haven  of  everlasting  tranquillity.  The  grace  of  God  be 
with  you  alL  *•"»"  "' 


The  pop*  Shortly  after  the  sending  of  these  letters,  pope  Gregory  prepared 
J*'  to  send  men  of  war,  signed  with  the  cross,  to  fight  against  the 
"ile  orwk  ^rcc>an8  i  whereupon  the  archbishop  of  Antioch,  with  the  said  Ger- 
church.  man  us,  solemnly  excommunicated  the  pope,  after  he  first  had  excom- 
Mstlopsf  municatcd  thcm.a  In  the  mean  time,  by  the  tenor  of  these  letters  of 
JJg*-  the  patriarch  sent  to  the  pope  and  to  the  cardinals,  it  is  evident  to  all 
•taiitino-  men  who  have  eyes  in  their  heads  to  see :  First,  how  the  whole 
universal  church  of  Christ,  from  the  east  parts  to  the  west,  in  ancient 


times,  were  altogether  united  in  one  consent  of  doctrine,  and  linked 
together  in  brotherly  charity,  one  church  brotherly  to  help  another,  both 
be"  with  temporal  aid  and  spiritual  counsel,  as  the  case  required.  Neither 
lidrmi.   wag  onc  niother-church  above  other  churches,  but  the  whole 

universal  church  was  the  mother-church,  and  spouse  of  the  Lord,  to 
every  faithful  believer ;  under  which  universal  church,  in  general,  were 
comprehended  all  other  particular  churches  in  special,  as  sister  churches 
together ;  not  one  greater  than  another,  but  all  in  like  equality,  as 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  ParU  ml.  111.  (2;  Ibid.  ML  HI. 
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God  gave  his  gifts,  so  serving  one  another,  ever  holding  together  the  n**ry 
unity  of  faith  and  sisterly  love.  And  so  long  was  it,  and  rightly  — 
might  so  be  called,  the  catholic  church,  having  in  it  true  unity,  uni-  A- p- 
venality,  and  free  consent.  Unity  in  doctrine,  universality  in  com-  * 237, 
municating  and  joining  together  of  voices,  consent  in  spirit  and  The  tn» 
judgment.  For  whatsoever  was  taught  at  Rome,  touching  faith  and  ^"tc 
salvation,  it  was  no  other  than  was  taught  at  Antioch,  Syria,  &c.  iSTLld 

Secondly,  how  in  process  of  time,  through  occasion  of  the  tyranny  *•»«• 
and  violent  oppression  of  the  bishops  of  Rome,  this  ring  of  equality,  uni'v^ia- 
being  broken,  all  flew  in  pieces,  the  east  church  from  the  west,  the  JJ&JjJ 
Greek  from  the  Latin  ;  and  that  which  was  one  before,  now  was  made  tjw^ 
two ;  unity  turned  to  division,  universality  to  singularity,  and  free  hatTher 
consent  to  dissension.  SKSSj 

Thirdly,  here  is  also  to  be  noted,  after  this  pitiful  breach  of  equa- 

i.       «  11  -         i  f  r*  \  ■      and  when 

lity,  how  many  and  what  great  nations  departed  from  the  communion 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  especially  about  this  time  above  specified 
of  pope  Gregory  IX.,  a.d.  1280  ;  so  that  both  before  and  after  that 
time,  many  councils  were  holdcn,  and  many  things  concluded  in  the 
west  church,  whercunto  the  one  half  of  Christendom,  lying  in  the  east 
parts,  did  never  agree ;  and  contrary,  many  councils  holden  by  them, 
which  in  the  Latin  church  were  not  received ;  so  that  the  church  now, 
as  she  lost  the  benefit  of  universal  consent,  so  also  she  lost  the  name  of 
*  Catholic."1    Whereupon  this  question  is  to  be  asked,  namely,  whether,  whether 
when  the  council  of  Lateran,  under  pope  Innocent  III.,  ordained  the  {^cor 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation  and  auricular  confession,  here,  in  the  SK*" 
west  church,  without  the  free  consent  of  the  east  church,  the  same  tion,m»de 
doctrine  is  to  be  counted  catholic  or  not  ?  &c. 

Fourthly,  in  the  departing  of  these  churches  from  the  bishop  of  J£e,^,,of 
Rome,  here  also  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  same  churches  of  the  Greeks,  churche*. 
notwithstanding  they  sequestered  themselves,  and  fell  out  with  the  ik  or  no  r 
church  of  Rome,  and  that  justly,  yet  they  kept  their  unity  still  with 
their  God,  and  retained  still  the  true  '  6pQo$o!Z(av?  that  is,  the  true 
and  sincere  doctrine  of  faith  ;  ready  to  debate  and  try  the  truth  of  their 
religion  by  the  Scriptures,  as  they  here,  in  their  own  writings,  desire 
to  have  the  truth  examined,  according  as  ye  have  heard.  ^Vherefore 
the  church  of  Rome  hath  done  them  open  wrong,  which  being  offered 
so  gently  to  try,  and  to  be  tried,  by  the  truth  of  God's  word,  not  only 
would  stand  to  no  trial,  nor  abide  conference,  but  also  hath  excom- 
municated those  as  heretics,  who  appear  here  to  be  more  orthodox 
Christians  than  themselves. 

Fifthly,  these  tilings  thus  standing,  then  have  we  to  conclude  that  the  The, 
church  of  Rome  falsely  prctendeth  itself  to  be  catholic  :  for  if  the  name  $ 
of  catholic  must  needs  import  an  universal  consent  of  the  whole,  how 
can  that  be  catholic  where  the  consent  of  so  many  famous  and  true  catholic, 
christian  churches  hath  been  lacking ;  and,  furthermore,  where  the 
consent  that  hath  been  amongst  themselves,  hath  rather  been  coactcd  The  pro- 
than  any  true  or  free  consent  ?    Which  is  easy  to  be  proved  ;  for  let  ofRomi 
these  fires  and  faggots  cease,  let  kings  and  princes  leave  to  press  their  j£j„dno 
subjects  with  the  pope's  obedience,  let  the  Scripture  and  the  bishops  JJJ^^JJj 
alone,  every  one  in  his  own  diocese,  govern  their  flock  after  the  are  co- 
rule  of  God's  word,  and  how  few  be  there  in  this  west  end  of  the  *et*<L 
world,  trow  you,  that  would  not  do  the  same  that  these  Grecians, 

e  e  2 
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tf~ci  Ethiopians,  and  Syrians,  have  done  before  us  ? — And  thus  much  of 
this  patriarch's  letters,  sent  to  pope  Gregory,  concerning  the  Greek 


A.D.  church. 

1237-  When  I  consider  the  doings  of  these  Grecians,  as  I  cannot  but  com- 
wbirTttte  mcnt^  tne'r  wisdom,  and  judge  their  state  happy  and  blessed,  in 
of  the* *  shaking  off  from  their  necks  the  miserable  yoke  of  the  pope's  tyranny; 
JfSStJ?  so>  on  the  other  hand,  considering  with  myself  the  wretched  thraldom 
unde°™he  °*  ^iese  our  churches  here  in  the  west  part  of  the  world,  under  the 
pope.  bishop  of  Rome;  I  cannot  tell  whether  more  to  marvel  at,  or  to  lament, 
Excom-  their  pitiful  state,  who  were  brought  into  such  oppression  and  slavery 
turn"  Hke  under  him,  that  neither  could  they  abide  him,  nor  yet  durst  cast  him 
daSsRc"  wn**  S°  intolerable  were  his  exactions,  so  terrible  was  his  tyranny, 
The  rai>e  his  suspensions  and  excommunications  so  much  like  a  madman's 
•To" "V  dagger,  drawn  at  every  trifle,  that  no  christian  patience  could  suffer 
l!^£mi*  nor  nat'on  abide  it.  Again,  so  deeply  did  he  sit  in  their  con- 
sciences, they  falsely  believing  him  to  have  the  authority  of  St.  Peter, 
that  for  conscience'  sake  neither  king  nor  Ccesar  durst  withstand  him, 
much  less  poor  subjects  once  mute  against  him.  And  although  his 
takings  and  spoilings,  namely,  in  this  realm  of  England,  were  such, 
that  neither  the  laity  nor  spiritualty  could  bear  them,  yet  was  there 
no  remedy ;  but  bear  them  they  must,  or  else  the  pope's  sentence 
was  upon  them,  to  curse  them  as  black  as  pitch. 

In  reading  the  histories  of  these  times,  any  good  heart  would 
lament  and  rue  to  sec  the  miserable  captivity  of  the  people  ;  what 
they  suffered  under  this  thraldom  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  whereof 
part  hath  been  showed  before ;  more,  God  willing,  shall  follow  here- 
after, and  some  part  here  presently  I  express. 

a  brief  table  or  declaration  of  the  pope's  unreason- 
able  GATHERINGS,   EXACTIONS,  AND  OPPRESSIONS,  IN  THE 
REALM  OF  ENGLAND,  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  KING  HENRY  III.1 

And  first,  to  begin  with  the  elections  of  the  bishops,  abbots,  deans, 
and  priors  within  this  realm :  it  cannot  be  told  what  mass  of  money 
grew  to  the  pope's  coffers  thereby,  especially  in  this  king's  days ;  for- 
asmuch as  in  his  time  scarcely  any  election  happened,  either  of  arch- 
bishop, bishop,  abbot,  or  any  room  of  dignity,  but,  when  the  coven t 
or  chapter  had  chosen  one  to  their  mind,  the  king,  who  had  married 
a  stranger,  and  sought  therefore  to  prefer  strangers,  would  set  up 
another.  By  reason  of  this,  when  the  other  part  was  fain  to  appeal 
to  Rome,  and  there  to  plead  the  case,  no  small  rivers  of  English 
money,  besides  expenses  and  travel  by  the  way,  went  flowing  to  the 
pope's  see.  And  though  the  election  went  never  so  clear,  yet  the 
newly  elect  must  needs  respect  the  holy  father  with  some  gentle 
reward,  and  further,  by  his  oath  was  bound  every  three  years,  either 
in  his  own  person,  or  by  another,  to  visit  1  limina  apostoloruni.' 

So  in  the  house  of  St.  Alban's,  when  John  Herford  was  elected 
abbot,  their  public  election  was  not  enough,  but  for  the  confirmation 
of  the  same,  the  monks  were  tain  to  send  Rcinold,  the  physician, 

(1)  The  substance  of  the  farts  here  rerorded  appear  to  be  contained  In  the  liar).  MSS.  Brit.  Mm. 
No.  419,  Art.  9:  "  Concerning  the  wicked  and  unreasonable  demeanour  of  diver*  popes,  against 

of  divers  orders,  beginning  of  new 


"  wiUi  a  note  :  "  Written  probably  by  Matthew  Paris."- Ed. 
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and  Nicholas,  a  monk,  to  Rome,  with  a  sufficient  bag  of  money, 
through  the  mediation  whereof  the  election  might  stand,  and  the  new  IIL 
abbot  was  swom  every  third  year,  by  himself  or  another,  to  visit  the  A-  D. 
dorsels1  of  the  apostles.  1237. 

Another  such  contention  happened  between  the  king  and  the 
monks  of  Winchester,  about  the  election  of  William  Rale,  whom  the 
monks  had  chosen,  but  the  king  refused,  willing  to  place  a  stranger, 
and  therefore  sent  to  Rome  his  messengers,  namely,  Theobald,  a 
monk  of  Westminster,  and  Master  Alexander,  a  lawyer,  with  no  small 
sum  of  money,  to  evacuate  the  election  of  the  aforesaid  William  Rale  ; 
commanding,  moreover,  that  the  gates  of  Winchester  should  be  shut  Eight 
against  him,  and  that  no  man  should  be  so  hardy,  there,  as  to  receive  {Jj£r,k,jnd 
him  into  his  house.    Whereupon  the  said  William,  being  excluded,  *£™ 
after  he  had  laid  his  curse  upon  the  whole  city  of  Winchester,  made  MttaMte 
his  repair  to  Rome,  where,  for  eight  thousand  marks  promised  to  the  che«er  to 
pope,  his  bishopric  (spite  of  the  king's  heart)  was  confirmed,  and  he  *■  p01*- 
reccived.,   a.d.  1243. 

After  the  death  of  Stephen  Langton,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  ye 
heard  before  how  the  monks  had  elected  Walter,  a  monk  of  Canter- 
bury. But  the  king,  to  stop  that  election,  sent  up  his  proctors, 
Mr.  Alexander  Stanes,  and  Mr.  Henry  Sandford,  bishop  of  Roches- 
ter, to  the  ]K>pe,  to  evacuate  that  election,  and  to  appoint  Richard, 
chancellor  of  Lincoln.  Which  proctors  perceiving  at  first  how  hard 
and  unwilling  the  pope  and  cardinals  were  thereunto,  and  considering  Tenth 
how  all  things  might  be  bought  for  money,  rather  than  the  king  should  SbmtJmS? 
fail  of  his  purpose,  they  promised  on  the  king's  belialf  to  the  pope,  »n 

e  ■  i  •   •       U-  •     .  1?     1    '  ,    r  r^'  land  and 

for  maintaining  his  wars  against  I*  redenc,  the  emperor,  a  dismc,  or  inland 
tenth  part  of  all  the  moveables  in  the  realm  of  England  and  Ireland.  thc^J,j£. 
At  the  contemplation  of  this  money,  the  pope,  eftsoons,  thinking  to 
pass  with  the  king,  began  to  pick  quarrels  with  the  aforesaid  Walter, 
for  not  answering  rightly  to  nis  questions  about  Christ's  descending 
to  hell,  the  making  of  Christ's  body  on  the  altar,  the  weeping  of 
Rachel  for  her  children,  she  being  dead  before ;  also  about  tnc  sen- 
tence of  excommunication,  and  certain  causes  of  matrimony ;  his 
answers  whereunto,  when  they  were  not  to  the  pope's  mind,  he  was 
put  back,  and  the  king's  man  preferred,  which  cost  the  whole  realm 
of  England  and  Ireland  the  tenth  part  of  their  moveable  goods,  by 
reason  whereof,  what  money  was  raised  to  the  pope's  Gazophylacium,, 
I  leave  to  the. estimation  of  the  reader.*   a.d.  1229.    And  yet,  for  Money 
all  this,  the  said  Richard,  the  costly  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  within  Sonu*e- 
less  than  two  years  after,  tailing  out  with  the  king  about  the  castle  iT^ff 
and  lordship  of  Tunbridge,  went  and  complained  of  him  to  the  pope ;  J^**- 
in  the  traverse  whereof  it  cost  the  king  a  great  piece  of  money,  and  tUter-" 
yet  missed  he  his  purpose.    In  that  journey  the  said  archbishop,  bury" 
returning  homeward,  by  the  way,  departed,   a.d.  1231. 

Of  the  like  dissension  ye  heard  before,  between  the  king  and  the 
covent  of  Durham,  for  not  choosing  Master  Lucas,  the  king's  chap-  * 
lain,  whom  the  king  offered  to  be  their  bishop  ;  about  the  suit  whereof, 

(I)  "  The  donel*  of  the  apo»tle«."  "  Limlna  apoitolorum."  The  arrival  of  the  alibot.  every  third 
year,  to  viait,  with  a  full  purae,  the  teals  of  the  apoalle*,  wat  both  agreeable  and  advantagooua 

to  the  nope.—  Ed. 

12)  En  Matth  Parii.  tola.  164,  240.  (S)  The  ecclesiastical  treasury.— En. 

(4)  Ex  Matth.  Pari.,  fol  M-f 
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"m*  wnen  mucn  >nonev  was  bestowed  on  both  sides  well-favourodly,  the 

 . —  Dope,  defeating  them  both,  admitted  neither  Master  William  nor 

A.  D.  Master  Lucas,  but  ordained  the  bishop  of  Sarum  to  be  their  bishop. 

12a7-  a.d. 


Money  Between  the  monks  of  Coventry  and  the  canons  of  Lichfield,  arose 
thTiSL10  another  like  quarrel,  which  of  them  should  have  the  superior  voice  in 
»*•  «he  choosing  their  bishop ;  in  which  suit,  after  much  money  bestowed  in  the 
Srpf  court  of  Rome,  the  pope,  to  requalify  each  party  with  some  retribution 
Sit  and*  ^or  ^neu"  money  received,  took  this  order  indifferently  between  them, 
Lfchiieid.  that  each  party  by  course  should  have  the  choosing  of  their  bishop. 
a.d.  1228.1 

Edmund,     What  business  arose  likewise  between  Edmund,  archbishop  of 
bUhopor  Canterbury,  and  the  monks  of  Rochester,  about  the  election  of 
bu?y?«m-  Richard  Wendour,  to  be  their  bishop  ;  and  what  was  the  end  thereof? 
at  Ho^e  W'mU  tne  archbishop  was  fain  to  travel  himself  to  the  pope,  and  so 
*n » u£u-  did  the  covent  also  send  their  proctors,  who,  probably  being  better 
mwki.    moved,  weighed  down  the  cause,  so  that  the  good  archbishop  in 
that  affair  against  the  monks,  and  partly  in  another  cause  against 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  was  condemned  of  the  pope  in  a  thousand 
marks,  whereof  the  greatest  part,  no  doubt,  redounded  to  the  pope's 
coffers,   a.d.  1238.* 
The  fifth     After  the  return  of  the  said  Edmund,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
jroodfor"  fr°m  Rome,  it  chanced  that  the  monks  of  Canterbury  had  elected 
th«ntedu  ^ie*r  V^0T  without  his  assent ;  for  which  he  did  excommunicate  the 
fhTpope0  monks,  and  evacuate  their  election.    Not  long  after  this,  the  pope's 
exactors  went  about  to  extort  from  the  churchmen  the  fifth  part  of 
their  goods  to  the  pope's  use,  fighting  then  against  the  emperor.  This 
cruel  exaction  being  for  a  great  while  resisted  by  the  prelates  and 
clergy,  at  length  the  aforesaid  archbishop,  thinking  thereby  to  get  the 
victory  against  the  monks,  was  contented  to  yield  to  the  said  exaction ; 
adding,  moreover,  of  his  own,  for  an  overplus,  eight  hundred  marks, 
whereupon  the  rest  of  the  clergy  were  fain  to  follow  after,  and  con- 
tribute to  the  pope's  exactors,   a.d.  1240.* 
Gre*t  ex-     In  the  church  of  Lincoln  (which  see,  before  the  Conquest,  was  at 
mon*)°L  Dorchester,  and  afterwards  by  William  Rufus  translated  from  thence 
ofeRome,  *°  Lincoln)  rose  a  grievous  contention  between  Robert  Grosthead, 
between  then  bishop,  and  the  canons  of  the  cathedral  church,  about  their  visi- 
buhopor  tation,  whether  the  bishop  should  visit  them,  or  the  dean;  which 
Jn^ne   matter  being  put  to  arbitrators,  could  not  be  composed  before  the 
cniuTh™1  bishop  and  the  chapter,  after  their  appeal  made  unto  the  pope,  had 
lx>th  gone  to  Rome,  where,  after  they  had  well  wasted  their  purses, 
they  received  at  length  their  answer,  but  paid  full  sweetly  for  it. 
a.d.  1239.1 

At  what  time  the  canons  of  Chichester  had  elected  Robert  Pas- 
sclew  to  be  their  bishop,  at  the  king's  request,  the  archbishop  with 
certain  other  bishops,,  taking  part  against  the  king's  chaplain,  repelled 
him,  and  set  up  Richard  Witch.  Upon  this,  what  sending  and 
going  there  was  unto  Rome,  and  what  money  bestowed  about  the 
matter,  as  well  on  the  king's  part  as  on  the  bishop's,  read  the  story 
thereof  in  Matthew  Paris.* 

(I)  Ex  Matth.  Paris.  (I)  Ibid.  fbl.  68.  (3)  Ibid.  M.  114. 

14)  Ibid.  M  132.  b.  (S)  Ibid.  M.  (6)  Ibid.  Ma.  I  Sir,  184.  188. 
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Robert  Grosthcad,  bishop  of  Lincoln  (of  whom  relation  was  made  *r***r 
before),  having  a  great  care  how  to  bring  the  privileged  orders  of . 


religious  houses  within  his  precinct  under  his  subjection  and  dis-  A.D 
cipline,  went  unto  Rome,  and  there,  with  great  labour  and  much  1237 
effusion  of  money,  as  the  story  saith,  procured  of  the  pope  a  mandate, 
whereby  all  such  religious  orders  were  commanded  to  be  under  his 
power  and  obedience.  Not  long  after,  the  monks,  who  could  soon 
weigh  down  the  bishop  with  money,  not  abiding  that,  sent  their 
factors  to  the  pope,  who,  with  their  golden  eloquence  so  persuaded 
him,  and  stirred  his  affections  in  such  sort,  that  soon  they  purchased 
to  themselves  freedom  from  their  ordinary  bishop.  Robert  Grost- 
head  having  intelligence  of  this,  made  up  to  Rome,  and  there  com- 
plaining to  the  pope,  declared  how  he  was  disappointed  and  confounded 
in  his  purpose,  contrary  to  promises  and  assurance  made  to  him 
before ;  to  whom  Pope  Innocent,  looking  with  a  stern  countenance, 


made  this  answer :  "  Brother,"  said  he,  "  what  is  that  to  thee  ?  Thou  lhe  r 
hast  delivered  and  discharged  thine  own  soul.    It  hath  pleased  us  to 


show  favour  unto  them.    Is  thine  eye  evil,  for  that  I  am  good  ?" 
And  thus  was  the  bishop  sent  away  with  a  flea  in  his  car,  murmuring 
with  himself,  yet  not  so  softly,  but  that  the  pope  heard  him  say  these 
words :  "  O  money  !  money  !  what  canst  not  thou  do  in  the  court  of  m™*^ 
Rome?"    Wherewith  the  pope  being  somewhat  pinched,  gave  this  much »t 
answer  again  :  "  O  ye  Englishmen  !  Englishmen !  of  all  men  most  xh™*' 
wretched  ;  for  all  your  seeking  is  how  ye  may  consume  and  devour  JJSfiS*" 
one  another.1" 1  a.d.  1250.  Robert 
It  happened  moreover  the  same  year  that  the  said  Robert  Grost-  fSt 
head  excommunicated  and  deprived  one  Ranulph,  a  beneficed  person 
in  his  diocese,  being  accused  of  incontinency ;  who,  after  the  term  of 
forty  days,  refusing  to  submit  himself,  the  bishop  wrote  to  the  sheriff 
of  Rutland  to  apprehend  him  as  one  contumacious.    The  sheriff,  be- 
cause he  deferred  or  refused  so  to  do  (bearing  favour  to  the  party), 
and  being  therefore  solemnly  excommunicated  by  the  bishop,  uttered 
his  complaint  to  the  king.    Whereat  the  king  taking  great  displea- 
sure with  the  bishop  for  excommunicating  his  sheriff;  and  not  first 
making  his  complaint  to  him,  sendeth  forth  a  substantial  messenger, 
Master  Moneta,  such  as  he  was  sure  would  speed,  unto  Pope  Inno- 
cent ;  by  virtue  of  whose  words,  the  pope,  easy  to  be  entreated,  sendeth  Jmtic* 
down  a  proviso  to  the  abbot  of  Westminster,  charging  that  no  Cy7h"el 
prelate  or  bishop  in  the  realm  of  England  should  molest  or  enter  gjjj 
action  against  any  of  the  king's  bailiffs  or  officers,  in  such  matters  for 
as  to  the  king's  jurisdiction  appertained.    And  thus  was  the  strife  n>one7' 
ended,  not  without  some  help  and  heap  of  English  money ;  so  that 
no  wind  of  any  controversy  here  stirred  in  England,  were  it  never  so 
small,  but  it  blew  some  profit  for  the  pope's  advantage.*  a.d.  1250. 

In  like  manneT  no  little  treasure  grew  to  the  pope's  coffers  bv  the  Money 

Oil  *  rnm  In*  rr> 

election  of  Boniface,  the  queen's  uncle,  a  Frenchman,  to  be  arch-  the  i*>pe, 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  a.d.  124-3,  and  of  Ethelmare,  the  queen's 
brother,  to  be  bishop  of  Winchester,  against  the  wills  of  the  prior  and 
covent  there,  a.  d.  1250,  besides  many  such  other  escheats,  which  Cth 
made  England  poor,  and  the  pope  rich.  imuvjjt 

(I)  Ex  Matth.  ParU  fol.  2Jo.  (2)  IWd.  faL  Ml. 
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iie»ry      I  come  now  something  likewise  to  touch  briefly  of  the  pope's  dis- 
pensations, provisions,  exactions,  contributions,  and  extortions  in 


A.D.  England  in  this  king's  days,  for  to  discourse  all,  it  is  not  one  book 
im-  will  hold  it. 

Simon  Montfort,  earl  of  Leicester,  had  married  Elenor,  the  king's 
Bum    sister,  and  daughter  of  King  John,  who  by  report  of  stories  had  taken 
lutM,*1*" tne  mantle  and  ring ;  wherefore  the  king,  and  his  brother  Richard, 
nun,m«ie  ^1  0f  Exeter,  were  greatly  offended  with  the  marriage.    The  earl 
the  pope  Simon  seeing  this,  made  a  hand  of  money,  and  posting  over  to  Rome, 
money,    alter  he  had  talked  a  few  words  in  Pope  Innocent's  car,  the  marriage 
was  good  enough ;  and  letters  were  sent  to  Otho,  the  pope's  legate 
here,  to  give  sentence  solemnly  with  the  earl.    Notwithstanding,  the 
Dominic  friars,  and  others  of  the  like  religious  fraternity,  withstood 
that  sentence  of  the  pope  stoutly,  saying,  that  the  pope's  holiness 
was  therein  deceived,  and  souls  were  in  danger;  that  Christ  was 
jealous  over  his  wife ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  in  anywise  possible 
that  a  woman  who  had  vowed  marriage  with  Christ,  could  afterwards 
marry  with  another,  &c.   a.d.  1238. 
wh*t  in-     As  there  was  nothing  so  hard  in  the  wide  world,  wherewith  the 
rnnnrn-  pope  would  not  dispense  for  money,  so,  by  the  said  dispensations, 
The  Spe't  mucn  mischief  was  wrought  abroad ;  for,  by  reason  thereof,  the  people 
relying  upon  the  pope's  dispensation,  little  regarded  what  they  did, 


what  they  promised,  or  what  they  swore.  Ihis  well  appeared  in 
the  case  of  this  King  Henry  III. ;  who,  being  as  great  an  exactor  of 
the  poor  commons  as  ever  was  any  king  before  him  or  since,  and 
thinking  thereby  to  win  the  people  sooner  to  his  devotion,  most  faith- 
fully promised  them  once  or  twice,  and  thereto  bound  himself  with  a 
solemn  oath,  both  before  the  clergy  and  laity,  to  grant  unto  them  the 
old  liberties  and  customs  as  well  of  Magna  Charta,  as  of  Charta  de 
Foresta,  perpetually  to  be  observed ;  whereupon,  a  fifteenth  was 
granted  to  the  king.  Rut,  after  the  payment  was  sure,  the  king 
trusting,  by  the  pope's  dispensation,  for  a  little  money,  to  be  dis- 
charged of  his  oatn  and  covenant,  went  from  what  he  had  before 
promised  and  sworn. 

In  like  manner,  the  said  king,  another  time,  being  in  need  of  money, 
signed  himself  with  the  cross,  pretending  and  swearing  deeply  in  the 
fiice  of  the  wliole  parliament,  that  he  would  himself  personally  fight 
wiifui     in  the  Holy  Land  against  the  Saracens.    But,  as  soon  as  the  money 
m»inTy    was  taken,  small  care  was  had  for  performance  of  his  oath,  it  being 
trnvrnf*  Put  mt0  u^  uea^      certain  about  him,  that  he  needed  not  to  regard 
dSE"*  t'mt  Pei3ury'  forasInucl> 518  tue  p°P<N  for  one  or  two  hundred  pounds, 
would  quickly  discharge  him  thereof.2 

Out  of  the  same  corrupt  spring  of  these  popish  dispensations,  have 
Ipringkh  proceeded  also  many  other  foul  absurdities,  for  there  were  many 
from  young  men  in  those  days  who  enjoyed  benefices,  and  yet  were  not 
priests ;  and  when,  by  tlic  procurement  of  Robert  Grosthead,  bishop 
of  Lincoln,  the  said  young  men  should  be  forced,  whether  they  would 
or  not,  to  enter  orders,  they,  laying  their  purses  together,  sent  to 
Rome,  and  obtained  of  the  pope  a  dispensation  to  remain  still  as  they 
were ;  that  is,  to  have  the  fruits  of  benefices  to  find  them  at  school  or 
university,  and  yet  being  themselves  neither  ministers  to  take  charge, 

(1)  Ex  Mmtth.  Parb.  toL  114.  (I)  Ibid.  W.  273. 
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nor  yielding  any  service  for  their  profits  taken.1    Besides  innumerable  «*j>p 

hearts  of  enormities  more,  proceeding  from  the  pope's  dispensations,  '— 

as  dispensing  one  man  to  have  sundry  bishoprics,  encroach  on  plu-  A.  D. 
ralities  of  benefices,  making  children  parsons,  legitimatizing  bastards,  l2S7- 
with  other  such  things,  the  particulars  whereof,  for  brevity"  sake,  I  do 
omit  till  further  opportunity. 


THE  INTOLERABLE   OPPRESSION  OF   THE   REALM  OF  ENGLAND 
BY  THE   POPE^  EXACTION'S  AND  CONTRIBUTIONS,  AND  OTHER 
SLEIGHTS,   CSED  IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  HENRY  III. 

Although  these  emoluments,  thus  rising  daily  to  the  pope's  purse 
by  simony  and  bribery,  by  elections  and  dispensations,  might  seem 
sufficient  to  satisfy  his  greedy  appetite;  yet  so  insatiable  was  the 
avarice  of  that  see,  that  he,  not  yet  contented  herewith,  over  and 
besides  all  this,  sent  almost  every  year  some  legate  or  other  into 
this  realm  to  take  for  his  advantage.  Insomuch,  that  during  all  this 
king's  time,  the  realm  was  never  long  without  some  of  the  pope's 
leaguers,  with  all  violence  exacting  and  extorting  continual  provisions, 
contributions,  and  sums  of  money  to  be  levied  out  of  cells,  abbeys, 
priories,  fruits  of  benefices,  and  bishoprics,  and  also  laymen's  purses, 
to  the  miserable  impoverishing  both  of  the  clergy  and  temporalty,  as 
hereunder  followeth. 

First,  after  Pandulph,  was  sent  into  this  realm  Cardinal  Otho,  The  re- 
procured  by  the  king,  without  the  assent  of  his  nobles,  to  assist  him  orotho 
in  certain  affairs  he  had  to  do.    At  receiving  of  this  legate,  great 
preparation  was  made ;  many  rich  and  precious  gifts  in  scarlet,  in  ^^ho 
plate,  in  jewels,  in  money,  and  in  palfreys,  were  given  him ;  whom 
the  king  also  himself  went  as  far  as  the  sea-side  to  receive,  bowing 
down  his  head  in  low  courtesy  to  the  cardinal's  knees ;  to  whom  also 
the  bishop  of  Winchester  for  his  part  gave,  towards  keeping  his  house, 
fifty  fat  oxen,  an  hundred  semes  of  wheat,  and  eight  great  vessels  of 
pure  wine.    This  legate,  at  his  first  coming,  beginneth  first  to  bestow 
such  benefices  as  he  found  vacant  upon  thosewhom  he  broughtwith  him, 
without  respect  to  whether  they  were  meet  or  unmeet.2  a.d.  1237. 

After  this,  the  pope,  hearing  how  the  nobles  and  commons  of  the 
realm  began  to  stomach  the  cardinal  for  his  excessive  procurations 
and  exactions,  sent  for  him  home ;  but  the  king,  because  he  stood  in 
fear  of  his  nobles,  and  thought  to  have  a  stay  by  the  cardinal  against 
all  occurrents,  entreated  him  to  stay  while  he  wrote  to  the  pope  to 
obtain  further  license  for  him  to  tarry ;  and  so  he  did,  not  without 
some  English  money,  ye  may  be  sure. 

In  this  mean  time  of  vacation,  Otho,  thinking  to  lose  no  time,  but  otho 
to  gather  also  some  crumbs  in  Scotland,  made  as  though  he  would 
set  things  there  in  order,  which  were  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  to  be  J^Scot" 
reformed ;  and  so  comet  h  to  the  king  of  Scots,*  being  then  in  York 
with  King  Henry,  to  have  leave  to  enter.    Unto  him  the  king  thus  The  king 

111  |  a  ,  ,   S  nt 

made  answer,  that  he  never  saw  to  his  remembrance,  any  pope  s  legate 
in  his  land,  neither  was  there  any  such  need  (God  be  praised)  for  to  1 
such  to  be  sent  for.    Matters  there  were  well  enough,  and  needed  no  i 
help  of  his.    And  as  he  could  never  learn  either  in  the  days  of  his 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  ParU.  fbl.  Mfi.  (I)  Ibid  fol.  IPS.  PJ  Alexander  H.-Ed. 
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iirnry  father,  or  any  his  predecessors,  that  any  such  entrance  to  any  legate 
was  granted ;  so  he,  for  his  part,  would  not  now  begin.    "  But  yet, 


A- p-  notwithstanding,  forasmuch  as  I  hear,"  said  he,  "  that  you  arc  a  good 
1'2'*8,  man,  this  I  tell  you  before,  that  if  you  will  needs  adventure  in,  do  it 
wUh'w   warily-,  and  take  heed  to  yourself,  lest  it  happen  to  you  otherwise  than 
poi*«     I  would  wish ;  for  they  be  a  savage  and  unruly  people,  given  much 
legate.    ^0  murtjer  an(j  shedding  blood,  whom  I  myself  am  scarcely  able  to 
bridle  ;  so  that  if  they  fall  upon  you,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  help  you ; 
for  how  they  also  invaded  me,  and  sought  to  expel  me  from  my 
kingdom,  ye  heard  of  late.    And  therefore  I  warn  you  before,  take 
•topped   ncet^  Det*me  wna^  you  think  best  to  do."    After  the  cardinal  heard 
fw>n.      the  king  speak  these  words,  he  plucked  in  his  horns,  and  durst 
&j.nd°  proceed  no  further,  but  kept  him  still  by  the  side  of  King  Henry. 
Notwithstanding,  shortly  after,  the  same  legate  coming  to  the  borders 
of  Scotland,  there  called  the  bishops  to  him,  and  so,  when  he  had  well 
filled  his  bags,  came  back  again.1 

It  was  not  long  before  license  came  from  Pope  Gregory  to  his 
legate  Otho,  for  his  longer  abode  here  in  the  realm  (as  welcome  as 
water  in  the  ship),  with  new  authority  also  to  proceed  in  the  pope's 
opprc»    affairs ;  who,  first  showing  the  bishops  and  the  clergy  his  letters  of 
*bec*r-   longer  tarrying,  required  of  them,  forasmuch  as  no  man,  said  he, 
di"al      warreth  of  his  own  charges,  to  be  supported  with  new  procurations ; 
which  was,  to  have,  of  every  able  church,  four  marks ;  and  where  one 
church  was  not  able  to  reach  thereto,  that  other  churches  should  join 
withal  to  make  up  the  said  money.    Notwithstanding,  the  bishops  a 
great  while  stood  in  the  denial  thereof.2 
A.D.UM.     Besides  he  assembled  together  all  the  black  monks  of  St.  Benedict's 
order,  giving  to  them  strict  orders,  which  shortly  after,  for  money,  he 
released  to  them  again.' 

Moreover,  by  the  said  Otho,  and  the  pope's  other  exactor^  with 
special  bulls  directed  down  for  the  same,  the  collation  of  benefices 
being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  patrons,  they  were  given  to  light 
and  vile  runagates,  coming  from  Italy  and  other  places,  such  as  it 
pleased  the  pope  and  his  legate  to  bestow  them  upon  ;  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  ancient  liberty  and  right  of  the  true  patrons  thereof. 
Nobiet  of  Whereupon  the  earls,  and  barons,  and  nobles  of  the  realm,  addressed 
write  to  letters  unto  Pope  Gregory  IX.  by  Sir  Robert  Twing,  knight,  for 
r^r^ut  redress  of  such  wrongs  and  injuries ;  who  otherwise  should  be  forced, 
they  said,  to  invocate  the  succour  of  their  king,  who  both  was  able, 
and  was  no  less  willing,  according  to  his  duty,  they  trusted,  to  reform 
such  enormities,  and  to  defend  the  liberties  of  lus  realm.  The  tenor 
of  the  letters  is  to  be  read  in  Matthew  Paris.4 

Not  long  after,  a.  d.  1240,  came  a  new  precept  from  Pope 


tion  of 
benefice* 


the^pYt  Gregory,  by  Peter  Rubeus,  the  pope's  nuncio,  to  the  aforesaid  Otho, 
JJ™*  tliat  all  the  beneficed  clergy,  as  well  in  England  as  in  France,  should 
ticed  men*  pay  to  the  pope  the  fifth  part  of  their  revenues.  Whereupon  when 
i*nd"eoin- tne  ckrgy  mad&  their  complaint  to  the  king,  seeking  to  be  relieved 
'Tie  the  mra'  *ne  king  answered  them,  that  he  neither  would,  nor  durst 
rinhpart  stand  against  the  pope  in  any  case;  and  so  without  all  hope  of 
succour  he  sent  them  away.*    Then  were  the  archbishops,  bishops, 

Ibid.  tola.  123, 
Ibid.  M.  132. 


(1)  Rx  Matth  Pari.,  fola.  106.  113.  b.  (2)  Ibid,  tola.  123,  118.  13*.  (3)  Ibid-  fola.  116,  119 
(4)  Ibid.  fol.  128.  a.  (5)  -  " 
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abbots,  and  prelates  of  the  church  commanded  to  assemble  together  n—n 
at  Reading,  there  to  hear  the  pope's  pleasure  and  commandment 


concerning  the  payment  of  this  fifth  part,  where,  in  the  end,  the  A.  I), 
matter  concluded  thus:  the  prelates  desired  a  further  time  to  be  12t0 
given  them  to  advise  upon  the  matter,  and  for  that  season  the  ™^uw 
assembly  brake  up.1    Many  excuses  and  exceptions  were  alleged  by  pope." 
the  clergy ;  first,  that  whereas  the  money  was  gathered  to  fight  against  a.d.iho. 
the  emperor,  they  ought  not  to  contribute  their  money  contrary  to  oMihe*"* 
the  liberties  of  the  church.    Item,  that  forasmuch  as  they  had  paid  jjTOf 
a  tenth  not  long  before  unto  the  pope,  upon  condition  that  no  more  would  not 
such  payments  should  be  required  of  them,  much  less  now  the  fifth  Sueto 

IB 


part  should  be  exacted  of  them,  because  an  action  twice  done,  maketh  the  1 
a  custom.  Item,  that  seeing  they  had  oftentimes  to  repair  unto  the 
court  of  Rome,  if  they  should  give  this  money  against  the  emperor, 
it  would  turn  to  their  danger  when  going  through  his  land.  Item, 
tliat  seeing  their  king  had  many  enemies,  against  whom  they  must 
needs  relieve  the  king  with  their  money,  they  could  not  so  do  if  the 
realm  were  thus  impoverished.  All  these  excuses,  with  divers  others, 
notwithstanding,  they  were  compelled  at  length  to  conform  themselves 
to  the  pope's  good  pleasure,  through  the  example  given  by  Edmund, 
archbistiop  of  Canterbury,  who,  to  obtain  his  purpose  against  the 
monks  of  Canterbury,  with  whom  he  was  then  at  strife,  began  first  to 
yield  to  the  legates  eight  hundred  marks  for  his  part,  wiiereby  the 
rest  also  were  fain  to  follow  after.8 

Furthermore,  the  same  year,  the  pope  agreed  with  the  people  of  Three 
Rome,  that  if  they  would  aid  him  against  Frederic  the  emperor,  cnm™ 
whatever  benefices  were  to  be  given  in  England,  the  same- should  be  SJjJ|J| 
at  their  arbitrament  to  be  bestowed  upon  their  children.    Where-  fawgMi 
upon  commandment  was  sent  to  the  aforesaid  Edmund,  archbishop,  und?* 
and  to  the  bishops  of  Lincoln  and  Sarum,  that  all  the  collations  of 
benefices  within  the  realm  should  be  suspended,  till  provision  were 
made  for  three  hundred  children  of  the  citizens  of  Rome  to  be  first  *|^*j|tM| 
served.    Upon  this  so  miserable  request,  the  said  Edmund,  arch-  burr, 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  for  sorrow  to  see  the  church  so  oppressed,  exile.  " 


Edmund, 
»reh- 


departed  the  realm,  and  so  continuing  in  France,  died  at  Pontigny.*  *"i;dl 
This  Edmund  was  afterwards  made  a  saint,  and  canonized  by  pope  «■» 
Innocent  IV. 

This  done,  Peter  Rubeus,  the  pope's  nuncio,  and  Ruffinus,  went 
into  Scotland,  from  whence  they  brought  with  them  three  thousand 
pounds  for  the  pope's  use  about  All-hallow-tide  the  same  year.    At  Twenty 
that  time,  moreover,  cometh  another  harpy  from  the  pope  to  R«m!»n» 
England,  named  Mumelius,  bringing  with  him  three  and  twenty  {J^SS? 
Romans  here  into  the  realm  to  be  beneficed.    Thus,  what  by  the 
king  on  the  one  side,  and  what  by  the  Cardinal  CXho,  Peter  Rubeus, 
Ruffinus,  and  Mumelius,  on  the  other  side,  poor  England  was  in  a 
wretched  case.4 

Another  pretty  practice  of  the  pope  to  prowl  for  money,  was  this : 
the  aforesaid  Peter  Rubeus,  coming  into  religious  houses  and  into 
their  chapters,  caused  them  to  contribute  to  the  pope's  holiness,  by 
the  example  of  this  bishop  and  that  abbot,  pretending  that  he  and  he, 
of  their  own  voluntary  devotion,  had  given  so  much  and  so  much, 

(II  Matth.  Pari.,  fol.  1M.      (1)  Ibid.  foU.  13J,  138.      13)  Ibid.  fol.  131. b.      (<)  Ibid.  fcL  1J7 
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and  so  seduced  them.'    Also  the  pope  craftily  suborned  certain  friars, 
authorized  with  full  indulgence,  that  whosoever  had  vowed  to  fight  in 
A.  I),  the  Holy  Land,  and  was  disposed  to  be  released  of  his  vow,  needed 
124°-  not  to  repair  to  Rome  for  absolution,  but  paying  so  much  money  as 
The  pope  )nS  charges  would  come  to  in  going  thither,  he,  resorting  to  the  said 
tSca^S!  friars,  might  be  assoiled  at  home.   a.d.  1240. 
UmwW       *Now  all  these  troubles  laid  together,  were  enough  to  vex  the 
J*      meekest  prince  in  the  world,  besides  which,  by  way  of  access  to  the 
king's  molestation,  he  had  much  ado  with  the  prelates  and  clergy  of 
his  realm,  who  were  always  tampering  with  his  title,  especially  in  their 
assemblies  and  councils ;  to  whom  the  king,  to  restrain  them  from 
that  presumption,  did  both  send  and  write,  as  appeareth  by  the 
evidence  of  record,  commencing,  "  Rex  misit  Galfridum  de  Langley,"11 
Sec.    That  is,  the  king  sent  Geoffry  Langley  to  the  archbishop  of 
York  and  to  other  bishops  purposed  to  meet  at  Oxford,  to  appeal  for 
him,  lest,  in  the  said  council  there  called,  they  should  presume  to 
ordain  something  against  his  crown  and  dignity.    This  was  done 
a.d.  1241.3*    In  the  same  year  came  a  commandment  apostolical  to 
the  house  of  Peterborough,  that  they,  at  the  pope's  contemplation, 
must  needs  grant  him  some  benefice  lying  in  their  donation,  the  fruits 
whereof  were  worth  at  least  an  hundred  pounds,  and  if  it  were  more 
it  should  be  the  better  welcome;  so  that  they  should  be  as  the 
farmers,  and  he  to  receive  the  profits.    In  fine,  the  covent  excused 
themselves  by  the  abbot,  being  then  not  at  home.    The  abbot,  when 
he  came  home,  excused  himself  by  the  king  being  the  patron  and 
founder  of  the  house.    The  king  being  grieved  with  the  unreasonable 
ravening  of  these  Romanists,  utterly  forbade  any  such  example  to  be 
of^lcr.  given.4    But  what  happened  ?   The  abbot,  being  for  this  accused  to 

thr^.fout  ^e  P0^  bv  one  °^ tne  kfiPte**  coming  up  about  four  years  after, 
of  the  in  the  time  of  Pope  Innocent,  to  the  council  of  Lyons,  was  so  rated 
wSrt*     and  reviled,  and  so  shamefully  thrust  out  of  the  pope's  court,  that  for 

sorrow  he  fell  sick  upon  the  same,  and  there  died.4 
Theob-       In  the  time  of  this  council  of  Lyons,  pope  Innocent  IV.,  fonts- 
JJftJJ   much  as  the  instrument  or  obligation,  whereby  the  realm  of  England 
gjjjjft  fo  stood  tributary  to  the  pope,  was  thought  to  be  burned  in  the  pope's 
ihywp  chamber  a  little  before,  brought  forth  either  the  same,  or  another 
buni      cliart  like  unto  it ;  whereunto  he  straitly  charged  and  commanded 
every  English  bishop  there  present  at  the  council,  severally  to  set  his 
hand  and  seal.    This  unreasonable  petition  of  the  pope,  albeit  it 
went  sore  against  the  hearts  of  the  bisnops,  yet  (see  in  what  miserable 
subjection  the  pope  had  all  the  bishops  under  him)  none  of  them 
The      durst  otherwise  do,  but  accomplish  the  pope's  request  therein,  both 
EnpUnd' to  xtheir  own  shame,  and  with  prejudice  to  the  public  freedom  of  the 
Fi^id.''1  'realm.    Amongst  which  bishops,  the  longest  that  held  out,  and  last 
ami  >caig  that  put  to  his  seal,  was  the  bishop  of  London.    This  act,  when  the 
^.pc1;     king  and  the  nobility  understood,  they  were  mightily  and  worthily 
CuL    *  therewithal  offended.4  a.d.  1246. 

After  that  time  Cardinal  Otho  was  sent  for  by  pope  Gregory  in 
all  haste  to  come  to  the  general  council ;  two  others  in  his  room 

Paxil,  p.  134.  (1)  Tunis  Load. 

In  aitcri.kj  U  not  found  in  " 


The  juuiage  In  a»tcri»kj  U  not  found  in  the  Edition,  previous  to  1S9«. 

Paris,  fol.  143.  (5)  Ibid  M  184.  ((>)  Ibid.  ML  1W. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CRAFTY  POLICY  OF  THE  POPE.  429 

remained  here,  "whose  names  were  Peter  Rubens,  and  Petrus  dc  M^n, 

Supino,  of  whom  the  one,  bearing  himself  for  the  pope's  kinsman,  !  

brought  out  his  bills  and  bulls  under  the  pope's  authority,  to  such  an  A.  I), 
abbot,  or  to  such  a  prior,  or  to  such  and  such  a  bishop,  and  so 
extorted  from  them  a  great  quantity  of  cold  and  silver.    The  other,  A  l|)»u 

r»  It--  Ml  T       1         1      /»  1  11  1       **nd  "Ve 

to  wit,  rctrus  de  Supino,  sailed  to  Ireland,  from  whence  he  brought  humtmt 
with  him  a  thousand  and  five  hundred  marks  for  the  pope's  use,  ™*uVht 
a.d.  1241. 1    All  which  money  notwithstanding,  gotten  by  both  the 
collectors,  in  the  carriage  of  it  up  to  Rome,  about  the  death  of  pope  ft*  the 
Gregory,  fell  into  the  hands  of  1*  rederic,  the  emperor ;  who  caused  it IK,pe 
to  be  restored,^  nearly  as  he  could,  to  those  from  whom  it  was  taken.2 

After  these  came  in  Master  Martin,  a  new  merchant  from  the  Anolher 
new  pope  Innocent  IV.  (a.  d.  1244)  armed  with  full  power  to  m^£rn 
suspend  all  prelates  in  England  from  giving  benefices,  till  the  ihepupe* 
pope's  kinsmen  were  first  preferred ;  neither  would  he  take  the  a.d'.'mi. 
fruits  of  any  benefice,  unless  it  were  above  the  value  of  thirty 
marks.     At  his  first  coming,  he  required  prelates,  and  especially 
religious  houses,  to  furnish  him  with  horses  and  palfreys,  such  as 
were  convenient  for  the  pope's  especial  chaplain  and  legate  to  sit 
upon ;  also  with  plate,  raiment,  provision  for  his  kitchen  and  cellar, 
&c. ;  and  such  as  refused,  or  made  excuses,  he  suspended,  as  the  • 
abbot  of  Malmesbury,  and  the  prior  of  Mcrton.    All  pretiends  that  nu«- 
wcre  void  he  sought  out  and  reserved  for  the  pope's  behoof ;  among  upon  the 
which  was  the  golden  prebend  of  Sarum,  belonging  to  the  chancellor  ^j]^ 
of  the  choir,  whom  he  preferred  to  the  bishopric  of  Bath,  and  so 
seized  upon  the  prebend,  being  void,  against  the  wills  both  of  the 
bishop  and  the  chapter.*    Moreover,  he  brought  with  him  blanks  in 
paper  and  parchment,  signed  in  the  pope's  chamber  with  his  stamp 
and  seal ;  wherein  he  might  afterward  write  to  whom,  and  what  he 
would,*  requiring,  furthermore,  of  the  king,  in  the  pope's  behalf,  to 

Contribu- 

help  his  holiness  with  a  contribution  to  be  taxed  amongst  his  clergy,  Ihouwnd 
of  at  least  ten  thousand  marks ;  *  and,  to  the  end  that  the  pope  j"»rk» ,or 
might  win  the  king  sooner  to  his  devotion,  he  writeth  in  the  king's  The 
behalf  to  the  nobles  and  commons  of  the  realm,  that  they  should  not  h"fd"& 
fail,  upon  pain  of  his  great  curse,  to  confer  such  subsidy  of  money  to  jg*  'J*  t 
the  assistance  of  the  king,  as  he  then  ltad  demanded  of  them  ;  but  the  king 
they  stood  stiff  in  not  granting  it  him.  "ouFwitb. 

While  the  insatiable  avarice  of  the  pope  thus  made  no  end  in  ^ 
gathering  riches  and  goods  together  in  England  ;  the  nobles  and  tton™en 
barons,  with  the  community  as  well  of  the  clergy  as  the  laity, 
weighing  the  miserable  state  of  the  realm,  and  particularly  of  the  {{^Jf|£*. 
church,  the  clergy  of  which  now  neither  had  liberty  left  them  to  portable 
choose  their  own  ministers,  nor  yet  could  enjoy  their  own  livings,  tFJnortbe 
laid  their  heads  together,  and  so  exhibited  an  earnest  intimation  to  JJ^J* 
the  king ;  beseeching  him  to  consider  the  pitiful  affliction  and 
oppression  of  his  subjects  under  the  pope's  extortion,  living  in  more 
thraldom  than  ever  did  the  people  of  Israel  under  Pharaoh.  Where- 
upon, the  king  beginning  at  last  to  look  up,  and  to  consider  the 
injuries  and  wrongs  received  in  his  realm,  through  the  avarice  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  cUrectcth  to  pope  Innocent  IV.  the  following  letter. 

(I)  Ex  Matth.  P«rii.  fol.247  b.  (2)  Mt.lU.1ftl,  (3)  Ibid.  fob.  107,180. 

I*)  ibid.  M,  178.  b.  (5)  Ibid. 
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King  Henry's  Letter  to  Pope  Innocent  IV.' 

A.  D.       To  the  most  holy  father  in  Christ,  and  lord  Innocent,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
1244.  chief  bishop:  Henry,  by  the  same  grace,  king  of  England,  &c.,  greeting  and 
The  king  hissings  °{  his  blessed  feet    The  more  devout  and  obsequious  the  son  showcth 
gfhntkto  himself  in  obeying  the  father's  will,  the  more  favour  and  supportation  doth  he 
ki«i  the   deserve  to  find  again  at  his  father's  hands.    This  therefore  I  write,  for  that 
£2!  *     whereas  both  we  and  our  realm  have  ever  and  in  ull  things  been,  hitherto,  at  the 
devotion  and  commandment  of  your  fotherhood ;  and  that,  although  in  some 
rau?<?ifby  certain  affairs  of  ours  and  of  our  kingdom,  we  have  found  your  fatherly  favour 
the  pope  and  grace  sometimes  propitious  unto  us,  yet  in  some  things  again,  as  in  pro* 
realm  of  visions  given  and  granted  to  your  clerks  of  foreign  nations,  both  we  and  our 
England,  kingdom  have  felt  no  small  detriment;  by  reason  of  which  provisions,  the 
church  of  England  is  so  sore  charged  and  burdened,  that  not  only  the  patrons 
of  churches,  to  whom  the  donations  thereof  do  appertain,  are  defrauded  of  their 
right,  but  also  many  other  good  works  of  chanty  thereby  do  decay,  for  that 
such  benefices  as  have  been  mercifidly  bestowed  upon  religious  houses  to  their 
sustentation,  arc  now  wasted  and  consumed,  by  your  provisions. 

Wherefore,  forasmuch  as  your  see  apostolic  ought  to  be  favourable  to  all  that 
be  petitioners  to  the  same,  so  that  no  person  be  wronged  in  that  which  is  his 
right,  we  thought  therefore  to  be  suitors  to  your  fatherhood,  most  humbly 
beseeching  your  holiness,  that  you  will  desist  aud  surcease  for  a  time  from  such 
provisions  to  be  exacted.  In  the  mean  season,  may  it  please  your  fatherhood, 
we  beseech  you,  that  our  laws  and  liberties  (which  you  may  rightly  repute  none 
other  but  your  own)  you  will  receive  to  your  tuition,  to  be  preserved  whole  and 
sound,  nor  to  suffer  the  same,  by  any  sinister  suggestion  in  your  court,  to  be 
violated  and  infringed.  Neither  let  your  holiness  be  any  whit  moved  there-for 
with  us,  if,  in  some  such  cases  as  these  be,  we  do  or  shall  hereafter  resist  the  tenor 
of  your  commandments ;  forasmuch  as  the  complaints  of  those  who  daily  call 
upon  us,  do  necessarily  enforce  us  thereunto  ;  who  ought,  by  the  charge  of  this 
our  office  and  kingly  dignity  committed  to  us  of  Almighty  God,  to  foresee  that 
no  man,  in  that  which  is  his  right,  be  injured,  but  tnily  to  minister  justice  to 
every  one,  in  that  which  duly  to  him  appertaineth.— This  letter  was  sent  the 
eight  and  twentieth  year  of  the  king's  reign.* 

A  man  would  think  that  this  so  gentle  and  obedient  letter  of  the 
king  to  the  pope,  would  have  wrought  some  good  effect  in  liis  apo- 
stolical breast,  to  withdraw  his  provisions,  and  to  hare  tendered  the 
king's  so  reasonable  and  honest  request :  but,  how  little  all  this 
prevailed  to  stop  his  insatiable  greediness  and  intolerable  extortions 
and  oppressions,  the  sequel  well  declareth.  For,  besides  that,  shortly 
after,  the  pope  sent  Master  Martin  with  blanks,  being  bulled  for  con- 
tribution of  ten  thousand  marks,  in  all  haste  to  be  paid  also,  even 
immediately  upon  the  receiving  of  this  letter.*  It  followeth  in  mine 
author,  that  the  said  pope  Innocent  IV.,  after  all  this  great  sub- 
mission  of  the  king,  and  such  manifold  benefits  and  payments  yearly 
out  of  this  realm  received,  was  not  ashamed  to  take  of  David,  prince 
of  North  Wales,  five  hundred  marks  a  year,  to  set  him  against  the 
The  pop*,  king  of  England,  exempting  him  from  his  fealty  and  obedience  due 

wJuh-    10  ms  own  hegc  lord  an''  KU1?'  l"  whom  both  he  and  all  other 
™Jnit    Welshmen  had  sworn  subjection  before,  as  by  the  seals  and  obliga- 
te k'ng  tions  as  well  of  that  David  himself,  as  of  other  Welsh  lords,  in  this 
behalf  doth  appear.4 

In  the  mean  while  Master  Martin  did  not  let  sleep  his  business,  in 
making  up  his  market  for  the  pope's  money  of  ten  thousand  marks, 
but  was  still  calling  upon  the  prelates  and  clergy,  who,  first  excusing 


(1)  "  Sanrtisnimo  in  OirUto  patrl.  ac  Domino  Innocentio,  Dei  gratia  i 
eadem  gratia  rex  Anirflie.  4c..  taiuteiu  et  pedum  oscula  bcatorutu,"  &c. 

(2)  Ex  Matth.  ParU.  fol  1JI.  (3)  IWd.  ,4, 
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themselves  by  the  absence  of  the  king  and  the  archbishop  of  Canter-  //n»r» 

bury,  afterwards  being  called  again  by  new  letters,  made  their  answer 

by  the  dean  of  Paul's,  their  prolocutor : —  A.  I). 

First,  That  the  poverty  of  the  realm  would  not  suffer  them  to  12!4' 
consent  thereto. 

Item,  Whereas  they  had  given  before  a  contribution  to  cardinal  ExrU*c* 
Otho,  for  paying  the  pope's  debts,  and  knew  the  said  money  to  be  Tm™' 
employed  to  no  such  end  as  it  was  demanded  for,  more  cause  they  *«»i"«t 
had  now  to  misdoubt,  lest  this  contribution  in  his  hands,  who  was  turn"  " 
a  much  inferior  messenger  than  the  cardinal,  would  come  to  the  same 
or  a  worse  effect. 

Item,  If  they  should  now  agree  to  a  new  contribution,  they  feared 
lest  it  would  grow  to  a  custom,  seeing  that  one  action  twice  done 
maketh  a  custom. 

Item,  Forasmuch  as  a  general  council  is  shortly  looked  for,  where 
every  prelate  of  the  realm  must  needs  bestow  both  his  travel  and 
expenses,  and  also  his  presence,  to  the  pope,  if  the  prelates  now 
should  be  bound  to  this  tax,  they  would  not  be  able  to  abide  this 
burden. 

Item,  Seeing  it  is  alleged,  that  the  mother  church  of  Rome  is  so 
far  in  debt,  reason  and  right  it  were,  that  the  mother  so  oppressed 
should  be  sustained  by  all  her  devout  children  meeting  together  in 
the  general  council ;  as  by  help  of  many,  more  relief  might  come 
than  by  one  nation  alone. 

Lastly,  They  alleged,  that  for  fear  of  the  emperor  and  his  threat- 
enings,  they  durst  not  consent  to  the  said  contribution. 

While  these  things  were  thus  in  talk  between  the  pope's  priests 
and  the  clergy  of  England,  cometh  in  John  Mariscal  and  other 
messengers  from  the  king,  commanding,  in  the  king's  name,  that  no 
bishop,  that  held  his  baronage  of  the  king,  should  infiefed  his  lay  fee 
to  the  court  of  Rome,  which  they  owed  only  to  him.1 

Not  long  after  this  (a.d.  1245),  the  whole  nobility  of  the  realm,  An  in 
by  general  consent,  and  not  without  the  king's  knowledge  also,  caused  iXon" 
an  injunction  to  be  laid  on  all  the  ports  by  the  sea-side,  that  no  JJ'gJ^1* 
messenger  with  the  pope's  letters  ana  bulls  from  Rome,  should  be  i»nd.  to 
permitted  to  enter  the  realm ;  whereupon,  some  were  taken  at  Dover,  I^Sc, 
and  there  stayed.     Notwithstanding,  when  complaint  thereof  was  J*1/*™* 
brought  to  the  king  by  Master  Martin,  the  pope*s  legate,  there  was  »°uMnot 
no  remedy  but  the  king  must  needs  cause  these  letters  to  be  restored 
again,  and  executed  to  the  full  effect.8 

Then  the  king,  upon  advice,  caused  a  view  to  be  taken  through  su»y 
every  shire  in  England,  to  what  sum  the  whole  revenues  of  the  in,»ruun<1 
Romans  and  Italians  amounted,  which,  by  the  pope's  authority,  flffi,^ 
went  out  of  England:  the  whole  sum  whereof  was  found  yearly  to  of  En*- 

'  -     land  to 


be  threescore  thousand  marks,  to  the  which  sum  the  revenues  of  the  the  pope 
whole  crown  of  England  did  not  extend.'  ?A 

The  nobles,  then,  understanding  the  miserable  oppression  of« 
the  realm,  and  being  assembled  together  at  Dunstable  for  certain 
causes,  sent  one  Fulco,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  nobility,  unto 
Master  Martin,  the  pope's  merchant,  with  this  message :  That  he, 
without  delay,  upon  the  same  warning,  should  prepare  himself  to  be 

(1)  Matth.  Pari*.  foS  13V.  (J)  IWd.  feL  UJ  (3)  Ibid.  fid.  185.  a. 
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B»m  gone  out  of  the  realm,  under  pain  of  being  cut  all  to  pieces.   At  which 

 !  message  the  legate  being  sore  aghast,  went  straight  to  the  king,  to 

124s    know  whether  his  consent  was  to  the  same  or  not.    Of  whom  when 
he  found  little  better  comfort,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  king,  who 


bade  him  adieu  in  the  devil's  name,  saith  Matthew  Paris,  and  thus 
was  the  realm  rid  of  Master  Martin.1    a.d.  1245. 

As  soon  as  pope  Innocent  IV.  had  hereof  intelligence  by  the 
complaint  of  his  legate,  he  was  in  a  mighty  rage ;  and  furthermore, 
remembering  how  the  French  king  and  the  king  of  Arragon,  not 
The  proud  long  before,  had  denied  him  entrance  into  their  land,  and  being, 
Smmm  therefore,  in  displeasure  with  them  likewise,  he  began  in  great  anger 
35™"*    t6  knit  his  brows,  and  said,  "  It  is  best  that  we  fall  in  agreement 
Fetich    with  our  prince,  whereby  we  may  the  sooner  bring  under  these  little 
u!"  kin?  petty  kings  (istos  rcgulos),  and  so  the  great  dragon  being  pacified, 
unj;:ng"    these  little  serpents  we  shall  handle  at  our  own  pleasure  as  we 
"  list." 

Immediately  after  this  followed  the  general  council  of  Lyons,  to 
which  the  lords  and  states  of  the  realm,  with  the  consent  of  the 
commonalty,  sent  two  bills ;  one  containing  a  general  supplication 
to  the  pope  and  the  council ;  the  other,  with  the  articles  of  such 
grievances  as  they  desired  to  be  redressed,  whereof  relation  is  made 
sufficiently  before.  The  other  bill  of  the  supplication,  because  it  is 
not  before  expressed,  I  thought  here  to  exhibit  for  two  causes :  First, 
that  men,  now  in  these  davs,  mav  see  the  pitiful  blindness  of  those 
ignorant  days,  wherein  our  English  nation  here  did  so  blindly  humble 
themselves  and  stand  on  courtesy  to  the  pope,  whom  rather  they 
should  have  shaken  off,  as  the  Grecians  did.  Secondly,  that  the  pride 
of  the  pope  might  the  better  appear  in  its  true  colours,  who  so  dis- 
dainfully rejected  the  humble  suit  of  our  lords  and  nobles,  when  they 
had  much  more  cause  rather  to  disdain  and  stamp  him  under  their 
feet.    The  tenor  of  the  supplication  was  this. 

The  Copy  of  the  Supplication  written  in  the  names  of  all  the  Nobles 
and  Commons  of  England,  to  Pope  Innocent  IV.  in  the  General 
Council  at  Lyons,  a.d.  1245. 

To  the  reverend  father  in  Christ,  Pope  Innocent,  chief  bishop ;  the  nobles, 
with  the  whole  commonalty  of  the  realm  of  England,  send  commendation, 
with  kissing  of  his  blessed  feet. 

Our  mother,  the  church  of  Rome,  we  love  with  all  our  hearts,  as  our  duty 
is,  and  covet  the  increase  of  her  honour  with  as  much  affection  as  we  may,  as 
to  whom  we  ought  always  to  fly  for  refuge,  whereby  the  grief  lying  upon  the 
child,  may  find  comfort  at  the  mother's  band ;  which  succour  the  mother  is 
bound  so  much  the  rather  to  impurt  to  her  child,  how  much  more  kind  and 
beneficial  she  findeth  him  in  relieving  ber  necessity.  Neither  is  it  to  the  said 
our  mother  unknown,  how  beneficial  and  bountiful  a  giver  tfie  realm  of  England 
hath  been  now  of  long  time  for  the  more  amplifying  of  her  exaltation,  as 
appeared  by  our  yearly  subsidy,  which  we  term  dv  the  name  of  Peter-pence. 
Now  the  said  church,  not  contented  with  this  yearly  subsidy,  hath  sent  divers 
legates  for  other  contributions,  at  divers  and  sundry  times,  to  be  taxed  and 
levied  out  of  the  same  realm  :  all  which  contributions  and  taxes,  notwith- 
Miiwiu    standing,  liave  been  lovingly  and  liberally  granted. 

founding  Furthermore,  neither  is  it  unknown  to  your  fatherhood,  how  our  forefathers, 
of  monM-  ijj-p  catholics,  both  loving  and  fearing  their  Maker,  for  the  soul's  health 
Rr?/iUd.  as  well  of  themselves,  as  of  their  progenitors  and  successors  also,  have  founded 

(l)  tx  Motth.  Pww.  M  184.  b. 
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monasteries,  and  largely  have  endowed  the  same,  both  with  their  own  proper  rren  g 
lan  Is  and  also  with  patronages  of  benefices,  whereby  such  religious  persons,  111 
professing  the  first  and  chiefest  perfection  of  holy  religion  in  their  monasteries,     .  ~ 
might  with  more  peace  and  tranquillity  occupy  themselves  devoutly  in  God's  ,„',.' 

service,  as  to  the  order  appertained  ;  and  also  the  clerks,  presented  by  them  to   I_ 

their  benefices,  might  sustain  the  other  exterior  labours  for  them  in  that  second 
ord.'r  of  religion,  and  so  discharge  and  defend  them  from  all  hazards :  so  that 
the  said  religious  monasteries  cannot  be  defrauded  of  those  their  patronages  and 
collations  of  benefices,  but  the  same  must  touch  us  also  very  near,  and  work 
intolerable  grief  unto  our  hearts. 

And  now  see,  we  beseech  you,  which  is  lamentable  to  behold,  what  injuries  injuries 
we  sustain  by  you  and  your  predecessors,  who,  not  considering  those  our  sub-  received 
sidies  and  contributions  above  remembered,  do  suifer  also  your  Italians  and  pip^' 
foreigners,  who  be  out  of  number,  to  be  possessed  of  our  churches  and  benefices  Bene6ce« 
in  England,  pertaining  to  the  right  and  patronage  of  those  monasteries  afore-  wickedly 
siid  :  which  foreigners,  neither  defending  the  said  religious  persons  whom  they  fj^y  t0 
ought  to  sec  to,  nor  yet  having  the  language,  whereby  they  may  instruct  the  Italian*, 
flock,  take  no  regard  of  their  «ouls,  but  utterly  leave  them  of  wild  wolves  to  be 
devoured.    Wherefore,  it  may  truly  be  said  of  them,  that  they  are  not  good 
shepherds,  whereas  thev  neither  know  their  sheep,  nor  do  the  sheep  know  the 
voice  of  their  shepherds ;  neither  do  they  keep  any  hospitality,  but  only  take 
up  the  rents  of  those  benefices,  carrying  them  out  of  the  realm,  wherewith  our 
brethren,  our  nephews,  and  our  kinsfolks,  might  be  sustained,  who  could  and 
would  dwell  upon  them,  and  employ  such  exercises  of  mercy  and  hospitality  as 
their  duty  required,  of  whom  a  great  number  now  for  mere  necessity  are  lay- 
men, and  fain  to  fly  out  of  the  realm. 

And  now,  to  the  intent  more  fully  to  certify  you  of  the  truth,  ye  shall  under-  Three 
stand  that  the  said  Italians  and  strangers,  receiving  of  yearly  rents  out  of  *forc 
England  not  so  little  as  threescore  thousand  marks  a  year,  besides  other  avails  m»rk»"d 
and  excises  deducted,  do  reap  in  the  said  our  kingdom  of  England  more  emolu-  yearly 
ments  of  mere  rents  than  doth  the  king  himself,  being  both  tutor  of  the  church,  fj*,ci"n,° 
and  governor  of  the  land.  out  of  the. 

Furthermore,  whereas  at  the  first  creation  of  your  papacy  we  were  in  good  church  ot 
hope,  and  yet  are,  that  by  means  of  your  fatherly  goodness  we  should  enjoy  our  ^nf.Und 
franchises  and  free  collation  of  our  benefices  and  donatives,  to  be  reduced  again  received 
to  the  former  state ;  now  cometh  another  grievance  which  we  cannot  but  signify  more  in 
unto  you,  pressing  us  above  measure,  which  we  receive  by  Master  Martin,  JJ^JjJj' 
who,  entering  late  into  our  land  without  leave  of  our  king,  with  greater  power  rents, 
than  ever  was  seen  before  in  any  legate,  although  he  beareth  not  the  state  and  {jj*,J.idnilJ. 
show  of  a  legate,  yet  he  hath  doubled  the  doings  of  a  legate,  charging  us  every  8 
day  with  new  mandates,  and  so  most  extremely  hath  oppressed  us  :  First,  in  Dotot- 
bestowing  and  giving  away  our  benefices,  if  any  were  above  thirty  marks,  as  <*<»!• 
soon  as  they  were  vacant,  to  Italian  persons.   Secondly,  after  the  decease  of  the  {{J?  ^L-, 
said  Italians,  unknown  to  the  patrons,  he  hath  intruded  other  Italians  therein,  ItgsSi  in 
whereby  the  true  patrons  have  been  spoiled  and  defrauded  of  their  right  Et,Rla',d- 
Thirdly,  the  said  Master  Martinus  yet  also  ceaseth  not  to  assign  and  confer  such 
benefices  still  to  the  like  persons;  and  some  he  reservcth  to  the  donation  of  the 
apostolic  see ;  and  extorteth,  moreover,  from  religious  houses,  immoderate 
pensions,  excommunicating  and  interdicting  whosoever  dare  gain-stand  him. 

Wherefore,  forasmuch  as  the  said  Master  Martin  hath  so  far  extended  his  Corn- 
jurisdiction,  to  the  great  perturbation  of  the  whole  realm,  and  no  less  derogation  {jJ^JlJ, 
to  our  king's  privilege,  to  whom  it  hath  been  fidly  granted,  by  the  see  apostolic,  legate, 
that  no  legate  should  have  to  do  in  his  land,  but  such  as  he  by  special  letters 
did  send  for:  with  most  humble  devotion  we  beseech  you,  that  as  a  good  father 
will  always  be  ready  to  support  his  child,  so  your  fatherhood  will  reach  forth 
your  hana  of  compassion  to  relieve  us,  your  humble  children,  from  these  grievous 
oppressions. 

And,  although  our  lord  and  king,  being  a  catholic  prince,  and  wholly  given 
to  his  devotions,  and  to  the  service  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  so  that  he  respecteth 
not  the  health  of  his  own  body,  will  fear  and  reverence  the  see  apostolic ; 
and,  as  a  devout  son  of  the  church  of  Rome,  desireth  nothing  more  than  to 
advance  the  estate  and  honour  of  the  same :  yet,  we  who  travail  in  his  affairs, 
bearing  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  whose  duty,  together  with  him,  is 
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to  tender  the  preservation  of  the  public  wealth,  neither  can  patiently  suffer  such 

£££     oppressions,  so  detestable  to  God  and  man,  and  grievances  intolerable,  neither 

A.  D.   b>'  God's  grace  will  suffer  them,  through  the  means  of  your  godly  remedy. 

1 2 15.   which  we  well  hope  and  trust  of  you  speedily  to  obtain.    And  thus  may  it 

  please  your  fatherhood,  we  beseech  you  to  accept  this  our  supplication,  who  in 

vrn°rd<  of  80  doing  shall  worthily  deserve  of  all  the  lords  and  nobles,  with  the  whole  com- 

thc  lortu  monalty  of  the  realm  of  England,  condign  and  special  thanks  accordingly. 

»*•      a.d.  1245." 
pope. 

This  supplication  being  sent  by  the  hands  of  Sir  R.  Bygot,  Knight, 
and  W.  de  Powick,  Esquire,  Henry  de  la  Mare,  with  other  knights 
and  gentlemen,  after  it  was  there  opened  and  read,  pope  Innocent, 
first  keeping  silence,  deferred  to  make  answer  thereunto,  making 
haste  to  proceed  in  his  detestable  excommunication  and  curse  against 
the  good  emperor  Frederic.  Which  curse  being  done,  and  the  Eng- 
lish ambassadors  waiting  still  for  their  answer,  the  pope  told  them 
flatly  they  should  not  have  their  request  fulfilled.  At  this  the 
Englishmen,  departing  in  great  anger,  swore,  with  terrible  oaths, 
that  they  would  never  more  suffer  any  tribute,  or  fruits  of  any 
benefices  (speaking  of  those  whereof  the  noblemen  were  patrons) 
to  be  paid  to  that  insatiable  and  greedy  court  of  Rome,  worthy  to 
be  detested  in  all  worlds.* 

The  pope     The  pope,  hearing  these  words,  albeit  making  them  no  answer. 

withEng-  thought  to  watch  his  time,  and  did.    First,  incontinently^  upon  the 
same,  during  the  said  council,  he  caused  every  bishop  of  England  to 

or^n1"  Put  ms  nant*  an<*  8ea*  to  tne  obligation  made  by  king  John  for  the 
undw't  pope's  tribute,  as  is  above  specified;  threatening,  moreover,  and 
wluto  saying,  that  if  he  had  once  Drought  down  the  emperor  Frederic, 
srii>»j^rPe'*  ue  would  bridle  the  insolent  pride  of  England  well  enough. 

♦'But  here,  on  occasion  of  this  council  at  Lyons,  that  the  reader 
may  see  upon  what  slippery  uncertainty  and  variableness  the  state  of 
the  king  did  depend ;  it  is  material  to  interlace  the  form  of  a  letter, 
sent  by  Henry  III.  to  the  prelates  of  his  land,  before  they  were 
transported  over  sea  to  Lyons ;  wherein  may  be  gathered,  that  the 
king  doubted  they  would  be  shoving  and  heaving  at  his  royalty,  and, 
therefore,  directed  these  letters  unto  them,  otherwise  to  prepare  their 
affections, — the  tenor  whereof  followcth. 

Charge  to  the  Prelates  of  England  about  to  assemble  in  the  Council 
at  Lyons,  that  they  should  ordain  nothing  to  their  King's  preju- 
dice. 

The  king  to  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and  to  all  other  prelates  of  his  land 
of  England,  appointed  to  meet  at  a  council  at  Lyons,  greeting :  you  are,  as  you 
know,  bound  unto  us  by  oath,  whereby  you  ought  to  keep  all  the  fealtythat  you 
can  unto  us,  in  all  things  concerning  our  royal  dignity  and  crown.  Wherefore 
we  command  you,  upon  the  fealty  and  allegiance  wherein  you  are  firmly  bound 
unto  us,  enjoining  that  you  do  your  uttermost  endeavour,  as  well  to  get  as  to 
keep,  and  also  to  defend  the  right  of  us  and  our  kingdom ;  and  that  neither  to 
the  prejudice  of  us,  nor  of  the  same  kingdom,  nor  yet  against  us  or  our  rights, 
which  our  predecessors  and  we,  by  ancient  and  approved  custom,  have  used, 
you  presume  to  procure  or  attempt  any  thing  in  your  council  at  Lyons:  nor 


(it  Ex  Mstth.  Parii.  fol.  M.  (I)  Ibid.  fbl.  193. 

(3)  Thl»  paau#e  in  (ingle  asterisks  ii  not  found  in  the  edition!  which  were  publUhed  previous  lo 

.0.1506. 

(4)  "  Rex  arthleplicopis,  episcopls,  et  omnibus  alii*  pnelatis  tcrnr  su*  Anglisp,  < 
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that  you  give  assent  to  any  that  shall  procure  or  ordain  ought  in  this  cose,  upon  Henry 

your  oath  aforesaid,  and  the  loss  of  your  temporalities,  which  you  hold  of  us.  ™** 

Wherefore,  in  this  behalf,  so  behave  yourselves,  that  for  your  good  dealing  and  ^  q 

virtue  of  thankfulness,  we  may  rather  specially  commend  you,  than  for  the  'y£\% 

contrary  by  you  attempted,  which  God  forbid,  reprove  your  un thankfulness,   — 

and  reserve  vengeance  for  you  in  due  time.    Witness  ourself,  &c.  the  nine  and 
twentieth  year  of  our  reign." 

In  like  sort  wrote  he  to  the  archbishops  and  bishops,  &c.  of  Ire- 
land and  Gascony.* 

After  this  council,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  (a.  d.  1246),  T^pope 
pope  Innocent  came  to  Cluniack,  where  was  then  appointed  a  secret  £piTouii 
meeting  or  colloquy  between  the  pope  and  Louis,  the  French  king  jj£neh 
(who  was  then  preparing  his  voyage  to  Jerusalem),  in  which  colloquy  ki*J*  ' 
the  pope  sought  all  means  to  persuade  the  French  king,  in  revenge-  u£k'nK 
ment  of  his  injury,  to  war  1  contra  regulum,'  as  he  termed  it ;  that  is, 
against  the  weak  and  feeble  king  of  England ;  either  to  drive  him 
utterly  from  his  kingdom,  or  else  so  damnify  him,  that  he  should  be 
constrained,  whether  he  would  or  no,  to  stoop  to  the  pope's  will  and 
obedience;  wherein  he  also  would  assist  him  with  all  the  authority 
he  was  able.  Nevertheless,  the  French  king  to  this  would  not  agree; 
first  for  the  consanguinity  that  was  between  them,  for  their  two  queens 
were  sisters;  secondly,  for  the  truce  that  they  had  taken  ;  thirdly,  for 
fear  of  the  emperor,  lest  he  should  take  his  part ;  fourthly,  for  that 
it  could  not  be  without  the  spilling  of  much  christian  blood ;  and, 
lastly,  because  he  was  preparing  his  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land,  where 
his  coming  was  already  looked,  for.    And  thus  the  French  king, 
denying  the  pope's  bloody  request,  refused  not  only  to  enter  upon 
a  war  with  the  king  and  the  realm  of  England,  but  also,  shortly  after, 
concluded  with  him  longer  truce,  a.  d.  1246.1 

Straight  upon  the  neck  of  this  followed  the  exaction  of  Boniface,  Fir»t 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  that  he  had  bought  of  the  pope;  which  £t'Cnfor 
was,  to  have  the  first  year's  fruits  of  all  benefices  and  spiritual  livings 
in  England  for  the  space  of  seven  years  together,  until  the  sum  forth* 
should  come  to  ten  thousand  marks;  whereat  the  king  at  first  wasbuhopof 
greatly  grieved,  but  in  conclusion,  he  was  fain  at  last  to  agree  with 
the  archbishop,  and  so  the  money  was  gathered.3 

Over  and  besides  all  other  exactions,  wherewith  the  pope  miserably  Prelates 
oppressed  the  church  of  England,  this  also  is  not  to  be  silenced ;  °!J^g' 
how  the  pope,  sending  down  his  letters  from  the  see  apostolic,  ^^|<1 
charged  and  commanded  the  prelates  to  find  him,  some  five,  some  ho™  and 
ten,  and  some  fifteen,  able  men,  well  furnished  with  horse  and  roYu-e* 
harness,  for  one  whole  year,  to  fight  in  the  pope's  wars.    And,  lest  J*?"* 
the  king  should  have  knowledge  thereof,  it  was  enjoined  them,  under 
pain  of  excommunication,  that  they  should  reveal  it  to  none,  but  to 
keep  it  secret  to  themselves.* 

The  pope  still,  notwithstanding,  partly  being  belaboured  by  suitors,  the 

Eirtly  of  his  own  mind  thinking  it  good  to  give  somewhat  to  the  gXuid 
ng  and  people  of  England,  as  fathers  are  wont  to  give  something  Jj^'0 
to  their  babes  to  play  withal  to  keep  them  still,  sent  down  this 
rclcasement  to  the  king,  that  hereafter,  whensoever  any  of  the 
pope's  nephews  or  cardinals  were  to  be  beneficed  in  any  church  of 

(1)  ti  lUtth  Psris.  fol.  I<*  (5>  Ibid,  fot  19/  <3)  Ibid,  fol  2C«. 
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iienp  England,  either  he  or  the  cardinals  should  first  make  the  king  privy 
'  -f  thereto,  and  instantly  crave  his  good  will  in  obtaining  the  procura- 


A-  D«  tion,  or  else  the  same  to  stand  as  of  no  effect.1    Howbeit,  all  this 
1246,  seemed  to  be  done  but  of  policy,  to  get  the  king's  favour,  whereby 
he  might  be  suffered  more  freely  to  pass  with  greater  exactions,  as 
Anew    afterwards  appeared.    For  when  the  aforesaid  pope,  Innocent  IV., 
poL°tohe  na^  knowledge,  about  that  time,  of  certain  rich  clerks  leaving  great 
»oi«e      substance  of  money,  who  died  intestate,  as  of  one  Robert  Hailes, 
the"oo«ii  archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  who  died,  leaving  thousands  of  marks,  and 
whoSm   much  plate  behind  him,  all  which,  because  no  will  was  made,  came 
u»te»ute.  to  temporal  men's  hands;  also  of  Master  Almarike,  archdeacon  of 
Bedford,  who  was  found  worth  a  great  substance  when  he  died ;  and 
likewise  of  another,  one  John  Hotosp,  archdeacon  of  Northampton, 
who  died  suddenly  intestate,  leaving  behind  him  five  thousand  marks, 
and  thirty  standing  pieces  of  plate,  with  other  infinite  jewels  besides  : 
he  sent  forth  upon  the  same  a  statute  to  be  proclaimed  in  England, 
that  whatsoever  ecclesiastical  person  henceforth  should  decease  in 
England  intestate,  that  is,  without  making  his  will,  all  his  goods 
should  redound  to  the  pope^  use.9 
M*dh0U     Furthermore,  the  pope,  not  vet  satisfied  with  all  this,  addresscth 
marki  to  TieW  letters  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  to  William,  bishop  of 
thwd  or  Norwich,  for  gathering  up,  amongst  the  clergy  and  religious  houses 
ofeEa£-Ry  in  England,  six  thousand  marks  to  the  behoof  of  the  holy  mother 
larui  jor  church,  without  any  excuse  or  delay,  by  virtue  of  obedience.  This 
the  pope,  ^jjj^,  being  greatly  grudged  by  the  clergy,  when  it  came  to  the 
king's  ear,  he  eftsoons  directeth  contrary  letters  to  all  the  pre- 
lates, commanding  them,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  temporalities  to 
the  king,  that  no  such  subsidy-money  should  be  gathered  or  trans- 
Thepope  ported  out  of  the  realm.    But  the  pope  again,  hearing  hereof,  in 
in  aciiAfo.  great  anggr  writeth  to  the  prelates  of  England,  that  this  collection  of 
money,  upon  pain  of  excommunication  and  suspension,  should  be 
provided,  and  brought  to  the  new  Temple,  in  London,  by  the 
feast  of  the  Assumption  next  ensuing. 

And  furthermore,  forasmuch  as  he  perceived  the  king  to  go  about 
to  withstand  his  proceedings,  taking  tliercat  great  disdain,  he  was,  at 
the  same  time,  about  to  interdict  the  whole  land;  to  whom  then  one 
of  his  cardinals,  called  Johannes  Anglicus,  an  Englishman  born, 
speaking  for  the  realm  of  England,  desired  his  fatherhood  for  God's 
sake  to  mitigate  his  moody  ire,  and  with  the  bridle  of  temperance  to 
assuage  the  passion  of  his  mind :  **  which,"  said  he,  M  to  tell  you 
plain,  is  here  stirred  up  too  much  without  cause.  Your  fatherhood," 
The  mi-  quoth  he,  "  may  consider  that  these  days  be  evil.  First,  the  Holy 
uJubto  Land  lieth  in  great  perils  to  be  lost.-  All  the  Greek  church  is 
endonu*'  departed  from  us.  Frederic,  the  emperor,  is  against  us,  the 
mightiest  prince  this  day  in  all  Christendom.  Both  you  and  we 
who  arc  the  peers  of  the  church,  are  banished  from  the  papal  see, 
thrust  out  of  Rome,  yea,  excluded  out  of  all  Italy.  Hungary,  with 
all  coasts  bordering  about  it,  looketh  for  nothing  but  utter  subver- 
sion by  the  Tartarians.  Germany  is  wasted  and  afflicted  with  inward 
ware  and  tumults.    Spain  is  fierce  and  cruel  against  us,  even  to  the 

(1 1  Matth.  Pari*,  fol.  10J.  IWd.  M.  JOS. 
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cutting  out  of  the  bishops'  tongues.1    France  by  us  is  so  impover- 
ished, that  it  is  brought  to  beggary ;  which  also  eonspireth  against . 
us.    Miserable  England,  being  so  often  plagued  by  our  manifold  A.D. 
injuries,  even  much  like  to  Balaam's  ass,  beaten  and  bounced  with  1246- 
spurs  and  staves,  bcginneth  at  length  to  speak  and  complain  of  her 
intolerable  griefs  and  burdens,  being  so  wearied  and  damnified,  that 
she  may  seem  past  all  recovery ;  and  we,  after  the  manner  of  Ishmael, 
hating  all  men,  provoke  all  men  to  hate  us.""3 

Notwithstanding  all  these  words  of  Johannes  Anglicus,  his  cardi-  Power 
nal,  the  pope's  choleric  passion  could  not  yet  be  appeased,  but  th«T"»iiop 
forthwith  he  sendeth  commandment,  with  full  authority,  to  the  J^JEj^ 
bishop  of  Worcester,  that  in  case  the  king  would  not  speedily  {"'[^ 
surcease  his  rebellion  against  his  apostolical  proceedings,  he  would  The  ling 
interdict  his  land ;  so  that  in  conclusion,  the  king,  for  all  his  stout  ^otto 
enterprise,  was  fain  to  relent  at  last,  and  the  pope  had  his  money.' lbe  i*^- 
a.d.  1246. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  Greek  churches,  under  the  empire  of 
Constantinople,  how  they  sequestered  themselves  from  the  company 
of  the  Romish  church,  insomuch  that  Germanus,  the  patriarch  of 
Constantinople,  and  the  archbishop  of  Antioch,  did  excommunicate 
the  bishop  of  Rome  :  and  after  the  said  Germanus,  another  bishop 
of  Constantinople,  at  the  council  of  Lyons,  protested,  that  whereas 
before  there  were  thirty  suffragans  belonging  to  that  province,  now 
there  were  not  three  that  held  with  the  church  of  Rome.  This 
breach,  albeit  it  chiefly  burst  out  in  the  time  of  pope  Gregory  IX. 
(a.d.  1280)  to  open  war  and  bloodshed,  yet  the  same  had  begun, 
and  so  continued,  long  before,  in  such  sort  that  in  the  time  of  pope 
Innocent  III.,  if  any  priest  had  said  mass  in  their  churches,  they  The  a»- 
would  wash  the  altar  afterwards ;  as  appeareth  by  the  acts  of  the  ^'to 
Lateran  Council.    Wherefore  pope  Innocent,  now,  (as  his  other  J™* 
predecessors  had  done  before)  bearing  an  old  grudge  against  those  «ita»,  it 
churches  of  the  Greeks,  and  neither  willing  by  conference  to  try  with  hid 
them,  nor  able  by  learning  to  match  with  them,  thought  by  force  of  ^"**id 
arms  to  subdue  them,  and  sent  the  provincial  of  the  Grey  Friars, 
with  other  associates  of  the  same  order,  into  England,  with  his  pre- 
cept authentical,  containing  in  it  these  articles.4 

I.  That  the  said  provincial,  or  his  friars,  shouTd  inquire  about  all  usurers 
being  alive ;  and  of  all  such  evil-gotten  goods  gained  "  per  usuriam  pravitatem," 
should  make  attachment,  for  the  use  and  preparation,  for  this  war  against  the 
Greeks;  excommunicating  all  them  by  district  censures  *  of  the  church  who  re- 
pugned against  it 

II.  That  all  they  who  took  the  badge  of  the  cross,  for  the  rccoverv  of  the 
said  empire  of  the  Greeks,  or  who,  with  goods  and  cattle,  would  help  suffi- 
ciently unto  the  same,  should  be  absolved  of  all  their  sins. 

III.  That  all  the  goods  left  in  the  testaments  of  them  that  were  departed, 
being  gotten  by  usury,  should  be  taken  up  to  the  subsidy  of  the  empire  afore- 
said ;  and  whosoever  repugned  against  the  same,  should  be  excommunicated. 

IV.  That  such  goods  as  in  the  testaments  of  the  dead  were  left,  or  whioh 
should  be  left  the  three  next  years  to  come,  for  restitution  of  such  goods  as  the 
dead  had  evil  gotten,  they  should  take  up  for  the  subsidy  of  the  empire  afore- 
said, excommunicating,  &c. 

V.  That  such  goods  as  were  left  to  be  distributed  in  godly  uses,  after  the 


(1)  Of  Spain,  he  meaneth,  because  the  king  of  Arragon  a  little  before  had  cut  off  the  lemjrue  of  a 
■rtaln  bishop  tUt  did  reprehend  him.  (J)  Ex  Matth.  Pari.,  fol.  J07.      (3)  Ibid.  foL  104. 

(4)  Ex  actU  ccncilli  Lateranenali,  cap.  4.       (5)  CorJined  U.  certain  diatrtctt  -Ed. 
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arbitrement  of  executors,  by  the  wills  of  the  dead,  or  were  not  in  their  wills 
111  •    deputed  to  any  certain  places  or  persons  named,  nor  yet  were  bestowed  by  the 
^  I)    said  executors  to  the  aforesaid  uses,  they  should  collect  to  the  use  and  subsidy 
1246.  af°re9aidi  a"d  give  certificate  to  the  see  apostolic  of  the  quantity  thereof;  ex 
— - — —  communicating  all  repugners  and  rebellers  against  the  same. 

VI.  That  they  should  diligently  inquire  of  such  men's  goods  evil  gotten  or 
evil  come  by,  as  were  alive,  and  them  they  should  attach  for  the  subsidy 
aforesaid,  in  case  the  party,  who  ought  to  be  satisfied  for  those  goods  evil 


gotten,  coidd  not  be  found  ;  giving  certificate  thereof,  and  excommuni- 
cating, &c. 

VII.  That  the  said  provincial,  or  his  friars,  should  have  full  power  to  absolve 
those  that  were  excommunicated,  who  wittingly  had  done  any  fraud  touching 
the  collection  aforesaid,  so  that  the  said  persons  did  make  due  satisfaction  to 
the  deputies  aforesaid.' 


What  man,  having  eyes,  is  so  blind,  that  he  seeth  not  these 
crablc  dealings  of  the  pope  to  be  such  as  would  cause  any  nation  in 
the  world  to  do  as  the  wise  Grecians  did,  and  perpetually  to  renounce 
the  pope,  and  well  to  consider  the  usurped  authority  of  that  see  not 
to  be  of  God  ?    But  such  was  the  rude  dulness  then  of  miserable 
England,  for  lack  of  learning  and  godly  knowledge,  that  they,  feeling 
what  burdens  were  laid  upon  them,  yet  would  play  still  the  ass  of 
Balaam,  or  else  the  horse  of  ^Esop,  which,  receiving  the  bridle  once 
in  its  mouth,  could  afterward  neither  abide  its  own  misery,  nor  yet 
recover  liberty.    And  so  it  fared  with  England,  under  the  pope's 
thraldom  :  as  partly  by  these  stories  above  hath  I  cen  declared,  partly 
by  other  in  the  like  case  following  is  to  be  seen. 
Anunrem-     For  so  it  followeth  in  the  history  of  Matthew  Para,  how  the  pope 
Txacuon  taking  more  courage  by  his  former  abused  boldness,  and  perceiving 
■TdM     wuat  a  tame  ass  he  had  to  ride  upon,  ceased  not  thus,  but  directed  a 
new  precept  the  same  year  (a.d.  1246)  to  the  prelates  of  England, 
commanding  by  the  authority  apostolic,  that  all  beneficed  men  in  the 
realm  of  England,  who  were  resident  upon  their  benefices,  should 
yield  to  the  pope  the  third  part  of  their  goods,  and  that  they  who 
were  not  resident  should  give  the  one  half  of  their  goods,  and  that 
for  the  space  of  three  years  together;  with  terrible  comminations 
against  all  them  that  did  resist;  and  ever  with  this  clause  withal,  "non 
obstante,*1  which  was  like  a  key  that  opened  all  locks.    The  sum  cast 
Thro-    together  was  found  to  amount  to  sixty  thousand  pounds ;  which  sum 
score      of  money  could  scarcely  be  found  in  all  England  to  pav  for  kino; 
powndi    Kicnara  s  ransom.-1    1  he  execution  ot  tins  precept  was  committed  to 
&StS tnc  DisnoP  OT*  London,  who,  conferring  about  the  matter  with  his 
fertki    brethren  in  the  church  of  Paul,  as  they  were  busily  consulting  toge- 
ther and  bewailing  the  importable  burden  of  this  contribution,  which 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  sustain,  suddenly  come  in  certain 
messengers  from  the  king, — Sir  John  Lexinton,  Knt.,  and  Lawrence 
Martin,  the  king's  chaplain, — straitlv,  in  the  king's  name,  forbidding 
them,  in  any  case,  to  consent  to  this  contribution,  which  should  be 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  and  desolation  of  the  whole  realm." 

This  was  done,  about  the  first  day  of  December.   In  the  beginning 
a  psriu-  of  the  next  year,  (a.d.  1247,)  about  February,  the  king  called  a  parlia- 
ment, where  by  common  advice  it  was  agreed,  that  certain  ambassadors 
should  be  sent  to  Rome,  to  make  manifest  to  the  court  of  Rome  the 
exceeding  grievances  of  the  realm,  delivering,  moreover,  this  letter  to 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  Pari.,  fol.  it>5.  (1)  IMA,  M.  Mr.  (3)  Ibid. 
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the  |K>pe  in  the  name  both  of  the  temporalty  and  also  of  the  clergy, 

as  here  followeth.  "L 


A.  D. 
1247. 


Another  Letter  sent  to  Pope  Innocent  IV.,  in  the  names  of  the 
whole  Clergy  and  Commonalty  of  England,  a.d.  1247.1 

To  the  most  holy  father  in  Christ,  and  lord  Innocent,  by  God's  providence 
chief  bishop ;  the  whole  commonalty,  both  of  the  clergy  and  laity  within  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  send  devout  kissings  of  his  blessed  feet    Like  as  the  ' 
church  of  England,  since  she  hath  first  received  the  catholic  faith,  hath  alwnys 
showed  herself  faithful  and  devout  in  adhering  to  God,  and  to  our  holy  mother 
the  church  of  Rome,  studying  with  all  kind  of  service  to  please  and  to  serve 
the  same,  and  thinking  never  otherwise  to  do,  but  rather  to  continue  and 
increase  as  she  hath  begun  :  even  so  now,  the  same  church,  most  humbly  pro-  More 
strate  before  the  feet  of  your  holiness,  entirely  beseecheth  your  clemency  to  fooUyou, 
accept  her  petition,  in  sparing  this  imposition  of  money,  which  so  manifold  ways  j"  tnl*bl* 
for  the  subversion  of  other  nations,  by  the  commandment  of  your  holiness,  is  church  to 
laid  upon  us;  considering  that  not  only  it  is  importable,  but  also  impossible  much, 
which  is  enjoined  us.    For  although  our  country  sometimes  yieldeth  forth  fruit 
for  the  necessary  sustentation  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  it  bringeth  forth  neither 
gold  nor  silver,  neither  were  able  to  bring  forth,  of  long  time,  so  much  as  now- 
a-days  is  required ;  which  also  being  burdened  and  overcharged  of  Intc  days 
with  another  such  like  imposition,  but  not  so  great  as  this,  is  not  able  any  whit 
to  answer  unto  that  which  is  exacted. 

Furthermore,  besides  this  commandment  of  your  holiness,  there  is  required 
of  the  clergy  a  subsidy  for  our  temporal  king,  wnose  necessities  neitlier  possibly 
we  can,  nor  honestly  we  ought,  to  forsake ;  whereby  he  may  both  withstand  the 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  and  maintain  the  right  of  his  patrimony,  and  also  recover 
again  that  which  hath  been  lost;  in  consideration  whereof,  we  have  directed  the 
bearers  hereof  to  the  presence  of  your  holiness  with  our  humble  supplication,  to 
explain  to  you  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  which  are  like  to  ensue  upon  the 
premises,  which  by  no  means  we  are  able  to  sustain,  although  notwithstani" 
we  know  ourselves  by  all  bonds  of  charity  to  be  obliged  to  your  devotion 
obedience.  And,  becuuse  our  general  community  hath  no  seal  proper,  we  have 
these  presents  with  the  public  seal  of  the  city  of  London.* 


on- 
to 


The  like  letters  were  sent  also  unto  the  cardinals  to  the  same  effect. 
The  pope  understanding  these  things,  and  perceiving  that  there  was 
no  striving  against  such  a  general  consent,  and  yet  loth  to  forego  his 
sweet  harvest,  which  he  was  wont  to  reap  in  England,  craftily  devised 
to  send  this  answer  again  unto  the  king,  much  like  to  the  same  which 
he  sent  before,  which  was,  that  although  the  pope  in  time  past,  upon  The 
his  own  will  and  pleasure,  to  the  importable  grievance  of  the  realm  of  JJJj'j^ 
England,  hath  every  where,  and  without  respect,  through  the  whole 
land,  made  his  provisions  in  giving  their  benefices  unto  his  Italians,  un<i.g 
yet  now,  the  Lord  be  praised,  that  tempest,  said  he,  is  overblown  i 
so  that  hereafter,  if  the  pope  shall  grant  his  provision  for  any  of  his 
nephews  or  cardinals,  tney  shall  come  first  and  make  their  instant 
suit  unto  the  king,  without  all  enforcement,  so  tliat  it  shall  stand 
wholly  in  the  king's  free  arbitremcnt  to  do  herein  wliat  he  thinketh 
good,  &c.' 

This  answer  of  the  pope,  albeit  it  was  but  a  subtle  shift  for  The  pope 
the  time,  yet  neither  did  he  long  stand  to  what  he  had  thus  promised  h'u  pr£ 
to  the  king ;  for  shortly  after,  and  within  few  days  of  the  same,  and 

(!)  "  SancUuimo  patri  in  Chriito,  sc  domino  Innocentio,  Dei  procidentia  inmmo  pontifici ;  unl- 
vertiUi  cleri  et  populi  per  pmvin-.iain  tarn,  constituti  derott  pedum  owula  beaior urn  Cum 

mm  m***>\—*im  £f£ 

ML  tW.  Jt  Ibid.  b. 
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Hrirr  in  the  time  also  of  the  said  parliament  holdcn  at  Winchester,  the 
pope  sent  two  English  friars  into  the  realm,  whose  names  were  John 


A.I),  and  Alexander,  with  full  authority,  after  the  largest  sort,  for  new 
1247-  contributions ;  who,  first  pretending  lowly  submission  to  the  king, 
subtle  while  they  had  leave  granted  to  range  about  the  realm,  but  after- 
of The***  w&rds  coming  to  the  bishops  and  rich  abbots,  showed  themselves 
w> t0  forth  in  their  full  authority,  in  such  sort  as  they  became  rather  tyrants 
money,    than  extortioners. 

Among  others,  coming  to  Robert,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  of  all 
others  bare  a  special  mind  to  the  order  of  observants,  these  two  friars, 
as  proud  as  Lucifer,  bringing  forth  the  terrible  mandate  with  the 
pope's  bulls,  required  and  eke  commanded,  under  the  pope's  mighty 
curse,  to  have  the  gathering  in  his  diocese  of  six  thousand  marks. 
Likewise  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's  they  required  four  hundred 
marks,  under  great  penalty,  and  that  in  short  time  to  be  paid. 
The  The  bishop,  although  well  liking,  before,  that  order  of  friars,  yet 

LinroUl  seeing  the  impudent  behaviour,  and  more  impudent  request  of  those 
the  mmn  merchants,  thus  answered  to  them  again,  1  that  this  exaction,  saving,* 
saith  he,  *  the  pope's  authority,  was  never  heard  of  before,  and  neither 
was  honest,  nor  yet  possible  to  be  performed ;  and,  moreover,  was 
such  as  did  not  only  concern  him,  but  the  whole  public  state  of  the 
clergy,  and  of  the  whole  realm  in  general ;  and  therefore  it  should  be 
absurdly  and  rashly  done  of  him  to  give  them  answer  herein,  before 
the  king  and  the  rest  of  the  council,  with  others  to  whom  the  matter 
generally  did  appertain,  were  made  privy  thereunto,'  &c,  and  so  for 
tliat  time  he  shook  them  off.1 
The  abbot     Furthermore,  as  touching  the  abbot  of  St.  Alban's,  when  he  also 
ban  i  Al  a^c&ca  tne  8am c  causes,  he  pretended,  moreover,  that  he  would 
maketh   appeal,  and  so  did,  to  the  pope  and  his  cardinals.    Whereupon  im- 
toThe*uit  mediately  was  sent  down,  from  pope  Innocent,  another  legate,  called 
tbTfour  Johannes  Anglicus,  an  English  friar  and  cardinal ;  who,  bringing  down 
hundred  a  new  special  precept  to  the  aforesaid  abbot,  cited  him  either  to 
that  he    appear  at  London  the  morrow  after  St.  Giles's  day,  or  to  disburse  to 
the  use  of  the  pope  the  aforesaid  four  hundred  marks.    By  reason 
whereof  the  abbot  was  driven  to  send  his  proctors  again,  with  a  new 
supplication,  to  the  pope  at  Lyons ;  who  in  the  end,  through  great 
instance  of  monied  friends,  agreed  with  the  abbot  for  two  nundred 
marks,  besides  his  other  charges  borne ;  and  so  was  that  matter  com- 
pounded, little  to  the  abbot's  profit.2 

To  recite  all  damages  and  grievances  received  from  the  bishop  of 
Rome  in  this  realm  of  England,  neither  is  any  history  sufficiently 
able  to  comprehend,  nor  if  it  were,  scarcely  is  there  any  that  would 
believe  it.  Notwithstanding,  to  those  above  declared,  this  one  I 
thought  to  commit  likewise  to  memory,  to  the  intent  that  they  who 
now  live  in  this  age  may  behold  and  wonder,  in  themselves,  to  see 
into  what  miserable  slavery,  passing  all  measure,  not  only  the 
subjects,  but  kings  also  of  this  realm  were  brought,  under  the  intoler- 
able yoke  of  the  pope's  tyranny,  which  in  those  days  neither  durst  any 
man  cast  off,  nor  yet  was  able  to  abide,  as  by  this  example  ensuing, 
with  infinite  others  like  to  the  same,  may  appear. 

After  pope  Innocent  IV.  had  taken  such  order  in  the  realm,  that 

(1)  Ex  Matlh.  Pari.,  fol.  310.  ft]  fbid.  tel.  SIS. 
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all  prelates  of  the  church  were  suspended  from  collation  of  any  bene-  u^r? 
fice,  before  the  pope's  kinsfolks  and  clerks  of  Italy  had  been  pro-  ,lL 
vided  for;  it  happened  a.d.  1248,  that  the  abbot  of  Abingdon  had  A.D. 
a  commandment  from  the  pope,  to  bestow  some  benefice  of  his  l2*?- 
church  in  all  haste  on  a  certain  priest  of  Rome,  which  the  abbot,  "^fjn^fu 
as  an  obedient  child  unto  his  father,  the  pope,  was  pressed  and  ready  Xnglaad 
to  accomplish  accordingly.    But  the  Roman  priest,  not  contented  pre«Sdby 
with  such  as  fell  next  to  hand,  would  tarry  his  time,  to  have  such  as  lhc  v°p*- 
were  the  principal  and  for  his  own  appetite,  liaving  a  special  eye 
to  the  benefice  of  the  church  of  St.  Helen  in  Abingdon,  which  was 
then  esteemed  worth   a  hundred  marks  a  year,  besides  other  vails 1 
and  commodities  belonging  to  the  same,  the  collation  whereof  the 
priest  required  by  the  authority  apostolical  to  be  granted  unto  him. 

As  this  passed  on,  the  incumbent  chanced  at  last  to  die  and  the 
benefice  to  be  empty ;  which  cftsoons  being  known,  the  same  day 
cometh  a  commandment,  with  great  charge  from  the  king  to  the 
abbot,  to  give  the  benefice  to  one  Ethelmare,  the  king's  brother  by 
the  mother  s  side,  who  at  the  same  time  was  possessed  of  so  many 
benefices,  that  the  number  and  value  thereof  was  unknown.  The 
abbot,  here,  being  in  great  perplexity,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do, 
whether  to  gratify  his  king  or  to  obey  the  pope,  took  counsel  with  his 
friends ;  who,  well  advising  of  the  matter,  gave  him  counsel  to  prefer 
the  brother  of  his  prince  and  patron,  so  that  the  king  would  under- 
take to  stand  in  his  defence  against  the  pope,  rather  than  the  Romish 
priest,  whom  always  he  should  have  lying  there  as  a  spy  and  watcher 
of  him,  and  like  a  thorn  ever  in  his  eye ;  and  so  the  king  assuring 
the  abbot  of  his  undoubted  protection  and  indemnity  against  all 
harms,  the  benefice  was  conferred  forthwith  on  the  king's  brother. 

The  Roman  priest,  not  a  little  aggrieved  thereat, speedeth  himself  in  Th««bbot 
all  haste  to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  certifying  him  what  was  done,  and  Son^n?" 
partly  also  (as  the  manner  is  of  men),  making  it  worse  than  it  was ;  •> ™"cd 
upon  whose  complaint  the  pope,  directly,  in  great  anger,  cited  up  the  mariJfor 
abbot  personally  to  appear  before  him,  to  answer  to  the  crime  ot  dis-  trf&hg- 
obedience.     The  abbot  trusting  to  the  king's  promise  and  pro-  'fll*£  £ JjJJ 
tection  (who  neither  could  help  him  in  that  case,  neither  durst  oppose  p°p*» 
himself  against  the  pope),  being  both  aged  and  sickly,  was  driven  nephew# 
to  travel  up  to  the  court  of  Rome,  in  great  heaviness  and  bitterness 
of  mind.    Where,  in  conclusion,  after  much  vexation  and  bitter 
rebukes,  besides  great  expenses,  he  was  fain  to  satisfy  the  pope  after 
his  own  will,  compounding  to  give  him  yearly  fifty  marks  in  part 
of  making  amends  for  his  trespass  of  disobedience.2 

To  this  also  may  be  added  another  like  fact  of  the  pope,  as  out-  a  d«te«t- 
rageous  as  this,  against  the  house  of  Binham.    For  when  the  tonloaof 
benefice  of  Westle,  in  the  diocese  of  Ely,  was  void  by  the  death  |^popc 
of  the  incumbent,  who  was  an  Italian,  and  one  of  the  pope's  chamber, 
the  donation  of  which  benefice  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Binham ;  ot'mn- 
another  Italian,  who  was  a  bastard  and  unlearned,  born  in  the  city  of  jJ^hJ, 
Genoa,  called  Heriggetto  de  Malachano  de  Volta,  brought  down  the 
pope's  letters  to  Berardo  de  Nympha,  the  pope's  agent  here  in 
England,  with  strict  charge  and  full  authority,  commanding  him 
to  see  the  said  benefice  conferred  in  any  case  on  Heriggetto.  Yea, 

(I)    VaUi,"  additional  profit..-  Ed.  (!)  Ex  Matth.  Pari*.  foL  *». 
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If  fury 

llf. 


and  though  the  benefice  had  been  given  already,  yet,  notwithstanding, 
the  possessor  thereof  should  be  displaced,  and  the  said  Heriggctto 
A.D.  preferred  :  yea,  also,  "non  obstante,""  that  the  said  pope  himself  had 
before  given  his  grant  to  the  king  and  realm  of  England,  tliat  one 
Italian  should  not  succeed  another  in  any  benefice  there,  yet,  for  all 
that,  the  said  Heriggctto,  upon  pain  of  excommunication,  was  to  be 
placed  therein.1 

The  an-    And  thus  much  hitherto  of  these  matters,  through  the  occasion  of 
SmiZd  tne  cast  cljurcl,cs  an(l  tnc  Grecians,  to  the  intent  all  men  that  read 
purged  in  these  stories,  and  sec  the  doings  of  this  western  bishop,  may  consider 
from"tht  what  just  cause  these  Grecians  had  to  seclude  themselves  from  his 
Rome1  °f  SUDjcction  and  communion ;  for  what  christian  communion  is  to  be 
joined  with  him  who,  so  contrary  to  Christ  and  his  gospel,  sccketh 
for  worldly  dominion,  so  cruelly  pcrsecutcth  his  brethren,  is  so  given 
to  avarice,  so  greedy  in  getting,  so  injurious  in  oppressing,  so  insatiable 
The  mi-  in  his  exactions,  so  malicious  in  revenging ;  stirring  up  wars,  depriv- 
KiiBUnd  mS  kings,  deposing  emperors,  playing  '  rex"1  in  the  church  of  Christ, 
wbjc?-h  80  crroneoU8  m  doctrine,  so  abominably  abusing  excommunication,  so 
uon  to  the  false  of  pi  <>misc,  so  corrupt  in  life,  so  void  of  God's  fear ;  and,  briefly, 
Ucmeh  °f  so  far  from  all  the  ports  of  a  true  evangelical  bishop  ?    For  what 
secmcth  he  to  care  for  the  souls  of  men,  who  settcth  in  benefices 
boys  and  outlandish  Italians ;  and  further,  one  Italian  to  succeed 
another,  who  neither  did  know  the  language  of  the  flock,  nor  would 
once  abide  to  see  their  faces  P  And  who  can  blame  the  Grecians  then 
for  dissevering  themselves  from  such  an  oppressor  and  giant  against 
Christ  ? 

EnRUivd      Whose  wise  example  if  this  realm  had  then  followed,  as  they  might, 
EmSs    certes  our  predecessors  had  been  rid  of  an  infinite  number  of  troubles, 
it   ^juries,  oppressions,  wars,  commotions,  great  travails  and  charges, 
needed    besides  the  saving  of  innumerable  thousands  of  pounds,  which  the 
said  bishop  full  falsely  had  raked  and  transported  out  of  this  realm 
of  ours.    But,  not  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  my  history,  because  my 
purpose  is  not  to  stand  upon  declamations,  nor  to  dilate  common 
places,  I  will  pass  this  over,  leaving  the  judgment  thereof  to  the 
further  examination  of  the  reader.    For  else,  if  I  listed  to  prosecute 
this  argument  so  far  as  matter  would  lead  me,  and  truth  peradventure 
would  require  me  to  say,  I  durst  not  only  say,  but  could  well  prove 
the  pope  and  court  of  Rome  to  be  the  only  fountain  and  principal 
cause,  I  say,  not  only  of  much  misery  here  in  England,  but  of 
all  the  public  calamities  and  notorious  mischiefs  which  have  happened 
these  many  years  throughout  all  these  west  parts  of  Christendom, 
Thepope  ana<  especially  of  all  the  lamentable  rum  of  the  church,  which  not 
0" RoTnert  onty  we>  Dut  the  Grecians  also,  this  day  do  suffer  by  the  Turks 
the  nrifr-  and  Saracens.    Whosoever  well  considereth  by  reading  of  histories 
c*«e  of  the  course  of  times,  and  vieweth  withal  the  doings  and  acts  passed  by 
public     thc  KUl'  bishop  of  Rome,  together  with  the  blind  leading  of  his 
caumt-   doctrine,  shall  see  good  cause  not  only  to  think,  but  also  to  witness 
th?on«h-  the  same.    Only  one  narration  touching  this  argument,  and  yet  not 
transgressing  the  office  of  my  history,  I  mind  (the  Lord  willing)  to 
set  before  the  reader's  eyes,  which  happened  even  about  a.  d.  1244, 
in  the  time  of  this  king  Henry's  reign. 

(1)  Ex  MatUL  P»rii.  fel.  Mfc 
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In  that  year  it  chanced,  that  Louis,  the  French  king,  son  to  queen 
Blanch,  fell  very  sorely  sick,  lying  in  a  swoon  or  trance  for  certain 


days,  in  such  sort  that  few  thought  he  would  have  lived,  and  some  A.D. 
said  he  was  gone  already.    Among  others,  there  was  with  him  his  • 
mother,  who,  sorrowing  bitterly  for  her  son,  and  given  somewhat,  as  J*J 
commonly  the  manner  of  women  is,  to  superstition,  went  and  brought  i»<>>»  flu 
forth  a  piece  of  the  holy  cross,  with  the  crown  and  the  spear ;  which  *\^h 
piece  ot  the  holy  cross  Baldwin,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  whom  the  ^hr',*tuitm 
Grecians  had  deposed  a  little  before  for  holding  with  the  bishop  of 
Rome,  had  sold  to  the  French  king  for  a  great  sum  of  money,  and  m"th«. 
blessing  him  with  the  same,  also  laid  the  crown  and  the  spear  on  his 
body,  making  a  vow  withal  in  the  person  of  her  son,  that  if  the  Lord 
would  visit  him  with  health,  and  release  him  of  that  infirmity,  he 
should  be  croised  or  marked  with  the  cross,  to  visit  his  sepulchre, 
and  there  solemnly  to  render  thanks  in  the  land  which  Christ  had 
sanctified  with  his  blood.    Thus  as  she,  with  the  bishop  of  Paris, 
and  others  there  present,  was  praying,  behold  the  king,  who  was 
supposed  by  some  to  be  dead,  began  with  a  sigh  to  pluck  to  his  arms  n.e  khg 
and  legs,  and  so  stretching  himself  began  to  speak,  giving  thanks  to  Hh'*" 
God  who,  from  on  high,  had  visited  him, and  called  him  from  the  danger 
of  death.    As  the  king's  mother  with  others  there  took  this  to  be 
a  great  miracle  wrought  by  the  virtue  of  the  holy  cross  ;  so  the  king  Tin-  pea- 
amending  more  and  more,  as  soon  as  he  was  we'll  recovered,  received 
solemnly  the  badge  of  the  cross,  vowing  for  a  freewill  sacrifice  unto  ^fif 
God,  that  he,  if  the  council  of  his  realm  would  suffer  him,  would,  in  *»'»«>  n»i- 
his  own  person,  visit  the  Holy  Land  :  forgetting  belike  the  rule  The%ain 
of  true  Christianity,  where  Christ  teacheth  us  otherwise  in  the  gospel,  uui?u>e 
saying,  that  "neither  in  this  mount,  nor  in  Samaria,  nor  at  Jerusalem,  ?£'nch 
the  Lord  will  be  worshipped,  but  seeketh  true  worshippers,  who  sliall  g" 
worship  liim  in  truth  and  verity a.  d.  1244.1 

After  this  was  great  preparation  and  much  ado  in  France  toward  Great  pre- 
the  setting  forth  to  the  Holy  Land.    For  after  the  king  first  began  KT 
to  be  croised,  the  most  part  of  the  nobles  of  France,  with  divers  'v°wanl  * 
archbishops  and  bishops,  with  earls,  and  barons,  and  gentlemen,  to  atheHoty 
mighty  number,  received  also  the  cross  upon  their  sleeves.  Amongst 
them  was  the  earl  Atrebacensis,  the  king's  brother,  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  the  duke  of  Brabant,  the  countess  of  Flanders,  with  her 
two  sons,  the  earl  of  Brittany,  with  his  son,  the  earl  of  Barensis,  the 
earl  of  Soissons,  the  earl  of  St.  Paul,  the  earl  of  Druis,  the  earl  of 
Retel,  with  many  noble  persons  besides.    Neither  lacked  here  what- 
soever the  pope  could  do,  to  set  forward  this  holy  business,  in  sending 
his  legates  and  friars  into  France,  to  stir  the  people  to  follow  the 
king,  and  to  contribute  to  his  journey.    Whereupon  it  was  granted 
to  the  king  to  gather  of  the  universal  church  of  France,  by  the  pope's 
authority,  the  tenth  part  of  all  their  goods  for  three  years''  space 
together,  upon  this  condition,  that  the  king  likewise  would  grant  to 
the  pope  the  twentieth  part  for  so  many  years  after,  to  be  gathered 
of  the  said  church  of  France.    This  was  agreed  to  a.d.  1246.4 

Shortly  after  this,  a.d.  1247,  followed  a  parliament  in  France, 
where  the  king  with  his  nobles  being  present,  there  was  declared  how 
the  king  of  Tartarian*,  or  Turks,  hearing  of  the  voyage  of  the  French 

(1>  Matth.  Paris,  fol.  182.  (2)  Ibid.  UL  204,  b. 
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Um9  ^n?'  w"tetn  a  letter  to  him,  requiring  that  he  will  become  his 
subject.    In  that  parliament  the  time  was  prefixed  for  taking  their 


A.  D.  journey,  whieh  should  be  after  the  feast  of  St.  John  Baptist,  the  very 
next  year  ensuing.    Also  they  that  were  croised  were  sworn  to  persist 


JjJBjL  in  their  purpose,  and  the  sentence  of  the  pope's  great  curse 

denounced  on  all  them  that  went  from  the  same.1    Furthermore,  for 


voyage 


better  speed  in  his  journey,  the  king  through  all  his  realm  caused  it 
to  be  proclaimed,  that  if  any  merchant  or  other  person  had  been 
injured  at  any  time  by  the  king's  exactors,  either  by  oppression,  or 
borrowing  of  money,  let  him  bring  forth  his  bill,  showing  how  or 
wherein,  and  he  should  be  recompensed.  At  this  time  Williwn 
Longspath,  a  worthy  warrior,  with  the  bishop  of  >Vorcester  and 
certain  other  great  men  in  the  realm  of  England,  moved  by  the 
example  of  the  Frenchmen,  prepared  themselves  likewise  to  the" same 
journey. 

Pent**-  The  next  year  after,  a.d.  1248,  the  French  king  yet  still  remaining 
Jrtvea  to  in  his  purposed  journey,  lady  Blanch,  his  mother,  also  the  bishop  of 
Paris,  iris  brother,  with  the  lords  of  his  council,  and  other  nobles, 
and  his  special  friends,  advertised  him  with  great  persuasions  to  alter 
his  mind  touching  that  so  adventurous  and  dangerous  a  journey,  for 
that  his  vow,  said  they,  was  unadvisedly  made,  and  in  time  of  his 
sickness,  when  his  mind  was  not  perfectly  established :  and  what 
jeopardies  might  happen  at  home  it  was  uncertain ;  the  king  of 
England  being  on  the  one  side,  the  emperor  on  the  other  side,  and 
the  Pictavians  in  the  midst,  so  fugitive  and  unstable :  and  as  con- 
cerning his  vow,  the  pope  should  friendly  dispense  with  him,  consider- 
ing the  necessity  of  his  realm,  and  the  weakness  of  his  body.  Besides 
all  this,  his  mother,  upon  her  blessing  required  him,  and  his  brethren, 
of  all  love,  desired  him  to  stay  at  home,  and  not  in  his  person  to 
adventure ;  others  might  be  sent  in  his  room,  with  no  less  furniture 
to  achieve  that  enterprise,  and  to  discharge  him  of  his  vow,  especially 
seeing  at  the  making  thereof  that  his  senses  were  feeble,  liis  body 
weak,  and  reason,  through  sickness  and  very  death,  almost  decayed, 
xhe  To  whom  the  king  again  said,  u  forasmuch  as  you  say,  that  for 

-  feebleness  of  my  senses  I  took  this  vow  upon  me :  lo,  therefore,  as 

aniwrr  to  -n  t  i  i  i        t         it»  »i 

hi*  lordi,  you  here  will  me,  I  lay  down  the  cross  that  1  took.     And  putting 
do'^and  l»is  hand  to  his  shoulder,  he  tore  off  the  badge  of  the  cross,  saying 
{£'<^.»p  t0  tne  bishop,  "  Here,  Sir,  I  resign  to  you  the  cross  wherewith  I  was 
»«*»»•     signed     at  the  sight  whereof  there  was  no  small  rejoicing  of  all  that 
a  d.  U48.  wcrc  tnere  present.    To  whom  the  king  then,  both  altering  his 
countenance  and  his  speech,  thus  spake :  "  My  friends,*'  said  he, 
"  whatsoever  I  was  then  in  my  sickness,  now  I  thank  God  I  am  of 
perfect  sense,  and  reason  sound,  and  now  I  require  my  cross  again  to 
be  restored  unto  me saying,  moreover,  that  no  bread  should  come 
into  his  head  before  he  were  recognised  again  with  the  same  cross,  as 
he  was  before.  At  the  hearing  of  this,  all  there  present  were  astonicd, 
supposing  that  God  had  some  great  matter  to  work,  and  so  moved  no 
more  questions  unto  him. 
Betteth       Upon  this  drew  nigh  the  feast  of  John  Baptist,  which  was  the  time 
onrthu    fixed  for  the  setting  forth.    And  now  being  in  readiness,  the  king,  in, 
a  few  days  after,  was  entering  his  journey ;  but  yet  one  thing  lacked, 

(I)  Mat*.  ParU.ftd.lll. 
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for  the  king,  perceiving  the  mortal  variance  between  the  pope  and 


good  Frederic,  the  emperor,  thought  best  first,  before  his  going,  to 
have  that  matter  appeased,  whereby  his  way  both  might  be  safer  A. J), 
through  the  emperor's  countries,  and  also  less  jeopardy  at  home  after  1248, 
his  departure ;  and  therefore,  upon  the  same,  he  took  first  his  way  to 
Lyons,  where  the  pope  was,  partly  to  take  his  leave,  but  most  espe- 
cially to  make  reconcilement  between  the  emperor  and  the  pope. 

Here  is  to  be  noted  by  the  way,  that  as  touching  the  good  emperor 
there  was  no  let  nor  stay ;  who  rather  sought  all  means  bow  to 
compass  the  pope's  favour,  and  never  could  obtain  it ;  insomuch  that 
before  he  should  be  excommunicated  in  the  council  of  Lyons,  he  not 
only  answered  sufficiently  by  Thadeus,  his  attorney,  discharging 
himself  against  whatsoever  crimes  or  objections  couid  be  brought 
against  him,  but  so  far  humbled  himself  to  the  pope  and  the  council, 
that  for  all  detriments,  damages,  losses,  or  wrongs  done  on  his  part, 
what  amends  soever  the  pope  could  or  would  require,  he  would 
recompense  it  to  the  uttermost.    This  would  not  be  taken. 

Furthermore,  if  the  pope,  he  said,  could  not  abide  his  tarrying  in 
his  own  dominions  and  empire,  he  would  go  fight  against  the  Saracens 
and  Turks,  never  to  return  into  Europe  again ;  offering  there  to 
recover  whatsoever  lands  and  kingdoms  did,  at  any  time,  belong  to 
Christendom,  so  that  the  pope  only  would  be  contented  that  Henry, 
his  son,  who  was  nephew  to  Ilenry,  then  king  here  in  England,  should 
be  emperor  after  him.    Neither  could  this  be  admitted. 

Then  he  offered,  for  truth  of  his  promise,  to  put  in  the  French  The 
king  and  the  king  of  England  to  be  his  sureties,  or  else  for  trial  of  o^th* 


his  cause,  to  stand  to  their  award  and  arbitrement.    Neither  would  ^ 
that  be  granted.    At  least  he  desired,  that  he  might  come  himself  king  md 
and  answer  before  the  council ;  but  the  proud  pope  in  no  case  would  Enjfi^d 
abide  that,  saying,  that  he  did  not  yet  find  himself  so  ready  and  meet  \°u^* 
for  martyrdom  to  have  him  to  come  thither  to  the  council ;  for  if  he 
did,  he  would  depart  himself.1 

This  obstinate  rancour  and  devilish  malice  of  pope  Innocent  and 
his  predecessor  against  that  valiant  emperor  and  against  the  Grecians, 
what  disturbance  and  mischief  it  wrought  to  the  whole  church,  what 
strength  it  gave  to  the  Saracens  and  Tartarians,  how  it  impaired 
christian  concord,  and  weakened  all  christian  lands,  not  only  the  host 
of  the  French  king  did  find  shortly  after,  but  Christendom,  even  to 
this  day,  may  and  doth  feel  and  rue.  Neither  can  in  stories  be  found 
any  greater  cause,  which  first  made  the  Turks  so  strong,  to  get  so 
#much  ground  over  Christendom  as  they  have,  than  the  pestilent 
working  of  this  pope,  in  deposing  and  excommunicating  this  worthy 
emperor.  For,  as  there  was  never  emperor  for  a  long  time,  who  more  Berfn- 
victoriously  prevailed  in  bridling,  and  Keeping  under,  these  enemies  of  5»5^rk* 
Christ,  or  would  have  done  more  against  tnem  than  the  said  Frederic,  Jjjj* 
if  he  might  have  been  suffered :  so,  after  the  deposing  and  excommu-  " 
nicating  of  hun,  when  the  French  king  neither  would  abide  at  home, 
as  he  was  counselled,  neither  was  yet  able,  without  the  help  of  others, 
to  withstand  the  force  and  multitude  of  the  said  Saracens  and  Tar- 
tarians being  now  joined  together,  neither  yet  could  the  emperor  be 
suffered  by  the  pope  to  rescue  the  king:  it' followed  thereof,  that  the 
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ii^ry  good  king  being  taken  prisoner,  and  all  his  army  destroyed,  the  Turks 

  thereupon  got  such  a  hand,  and  such  a  courage  against  the  Christians, 

A.  D.  that  ever  since  they  have  burst  in  further  upon  us,  and  now  have 
1249,  prevailed  so  far,  as  neither  the  power  of  the  pope,  nor  of  all  Christen- 
dom, is  able  to  drive  them  out ;  as  hereafter,  by  the  sequel  of  my 
story,  is  further  to  be  declared. 

i^eent  *n  mcan  tmie»  *°  return  to  ^here  before  we  left  off,  when  the 
lv'^uw  French  king,  coming  thus  unto  the  pope  at  Lyons  to  entreat  for  the 
™ncUedC  emperor,  could  find  no  favour,  he  took  his  leave,  and  with  great 
with  th<?  heaviness  departed,  setting  forward  on  his  journey  to  Marseilles,  and 
so  sailed  to  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  where  he  remained  all  that  winter, 
and  there  falling  into  penury  and  lack  of  victuals,  he  was  fain  to  send 
to  Venice,  and  other  islands  by,  for  provisions.  The  Venetians 
're-  gently  sent  unto  liim  six  great  ships  laden  with  corn,  wine,  and  other 
by'he  victuals  requisite,  besides  the  relief  of  other  islands  more.  But 
Frederic  especially  ^  rederic,  the  emperor,  understanding  their  want,  so  fur- 
pwh  nisne<*  l"e  French  camp  with  all  plenty  of  necessaries,  that  it  had 
abundance.  Whereupon,  the  French  king,  moved  with  the  kindness  of 
ut-stcth"  ^c  emperor,  wrote  special  letters  to  the  pope  in  the  emperor's  behalf ; 

for  the1*  ^Ut  *iarc*  'ieart  °*  ^e  P0^  W0U^  not  relent.  Blanch,  the  king's 
mother,  hearing  in  France  what  the  emperor  had  done  to  her  son, 
sent  him  most  hearty  thanks,  with  presents  and  rewards  manifold.1 

In  the  mcan  time,  about  the  beginning  of  October,  a.d.  1249,  the 
Frenchmen  took  Damictta,  being  the  principal  fort  or  hold  of  the 
Saracens  in  all  Egypt.    After  the  winning  of  Damietta,  the  prince 
and  people  of  the  Saracens,  being  astonished  at  the  loss  thereof, 
offered  to  the  Christians  great  ground  and  possessions  more  than  ever 
belonged  to  Christendom  before,  so  that  they  might  have  Damietta 
restored  to  them  again.    But  the  pride  of  tl.e  earl  of  Artois,  the 
king's  brother,  would  in  no  case  accept  the  offer  of  the  Saracens,  but 
required  both  Damietta,  and  Alexandria,  the  chief  metropolitan  city 
of  all  Egypt,  to  be  delivered  unto  them.    The  Saracens,  seeing  the 
pride  and  greediness  of  the  Frenchmen,  in  no  case  would  abide  it : 
which  turned  afterwards  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  Christians,  as 
in  the  end  it  proved.* 
or     First,  in  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  and  in  the  journey  before,  died  the 
earl  of  Palatine,  and  one  of  the  twelve  peers  of  France,  also  the  earl 
French    0f  St.  Paul  and  Blesse,  who  had  under  him  fifty  ensigns,  who  were 
c*p       all  after  his  death  scattered  abroad  and  dispersed ;  also  died  Johannes 
de  Denis,  a  valiant  captain,  with  many  other  noble  personages,  both 
men  and  women,  who,  by  altering  the  air  and  diet,  there  deceased.' 
ad.iuo.    The  next  year  ensuing,  a.d.  1250,  about  Ash  Wednesday,  the 
JJJJ»    Frenchmen,  issuing  out  of  their  tents  by  the  city  of  Damietta,  flew 
French    upon  the  Saracens,  who  besieged  them,  and  after  a  great  number  of 
SlreeM.  tne  enemy  had  been  slain,  with  victory  and  great  spoils  returned  to 
their  tents  again.    Now,  within  the  city  of  Damictta  was  the  queen 
with  her  ladies,  and  the  pope's  legate  and  the  bishops,  with  a  garrison 
French    of  horsemen  and  footmen,  for  the  defence  of  the  city  strongly 
fi'*cd  by   appointed.    The  next  day,  the  Frenchmen  supposing  to  have  the 
the  sar»-  ijkc  )mnj  0f  the  Saracens,  as  they  had  the  day  before,  gave  a  fresh 
assault  upon  them,  but  in  that  conflict  the  Saracens  had  so  strongly 

(I)  M»Uh  Paris,  p.  216.  (J)  IblU.  fol.  I».  (3)  Ibid. 
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appointed  themselves,  that  the  Frenchmen  lost  ten  times  more  than  Jfowi 
they  got  the  day  before,  and  so,  after  a  great  slaughter  of  their  men,  IU' 
retired  unto  their  tents  again.  Whereupon,  the  Saracens  began  to  take  A.  D. 
great  heart  and  courage  against  our  men,  stopping  also  the  passages  *2,f'0, 
round  about  the  city  of  Damietta,  that  no  victuals  could  pass  unto 
them.    In  like  manner  the  Soldan  also,  gathering  the  galleys  about 
Alexandria  and  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  so  enclosed  the  seas,  that  no 
intercourse  should  be  to  them  by  water. 

At  length,  after  long  talk  and  consultation  between  them  on  both  The 
sides,  the  Soldan  advised  them  betimes  to  resign  unto  him  the  city  of  Jn7nCh 
Damietta,  with  the  furniture  which  they  found  therein,  and  they  JgJ^"11 
should  have  all  the  country  about  Jerusalem,  with  all  the  captives  of  by  the 
the  Christians,  in  a  friendly  manner  restored  unto  them  :  wherewith  8oW*"- 
the  Christians,  said  he,  ought  to  be  contented,  and  to  seek  no  further, 
but  only  to  have  the  land  of  Jerusalem ;  which  being  granted  to 
them,  they  should  not  encroach  into  other  lands  and  kingdoms,  to 
which  they  had  no  right.    This  form  of  peace,  as  it  liked  well  the  The  t„\ 
meaner  sort  of  the  poor  soldiers,  and  divers  others  of  the  said  council  j£A ^h°eu 
and  nobility ;  so  the  proud  earl  of  Artois,  the  king's  brother,  in  no  pop*-* 
case  would  assent  thereto,  but  still  required  the  city  of  Alexandria  to  J£1n  r*- 
bc  yielded  to  them ;  to  which  the  Egyptians  would  by  no  means  fSXt 
agree. 

offtrrd. 


From  that  time  the  French  army,  being  compassed  about  by  sea  ine 
and  land,  began  every  day  more  and  more  to  be  distressed  for  lack  £^ 
of  victuals  and  with  famine,  being  driven  to  such  misery  that  they  {1^^1J1" 
were  fain  to  eat  their  own  horses  in  Lent-time,  which  should  have  Lent- 


served  them  for  other  uses  ;  neither  could  any  Christian,  nor  Frede- 
ric, being  deposed  by  the  pope,  send  them  any  succour.  Further- 
more, the  more  misery  the  Christians  were  in,  the  more  fiercely  did 
the  Saracens  press  upon  them  on  every  side,  detesting  their  forward 
wilfulness,  insomuch  that  divers  of  the  christian  soldiers,  not  able  to 
abide  the  affliction,  privily  conveyed  themselves,  as  they  could,  out  of 
the  camp  to  the  Saracens,  who  were  gladly  received  and  relieved;  some 
were  suffered  still  to  keep  their  faith,  and  some  married  wives  amongst 
them,  and  for  hope  of  honour  did  apostate  to  their  law,  and  so 
wrought  no  little  harm  to  the  Christians.    The  Soldan,  being  per-  The  s0i- 
fectly  instructed  by  these  fugitives  of  all  tilings  belonging  to  the  JJJ^, 
king  s  army,  sent  him  word  in  derision,  asking  where  were  all  his  *JJldhl* 
mattocks,  forks,  and  rakes,  his  scythes,  ploughs,  and  harrows,  which 


he  brought  over  with  him,  or  why  he  did  not  use  them,  but  let mn>' 
them  lie  by  him  to  rust  and  canker  ?    All  this,  and  much  more, 
the  king  with  his  Frenchmen  were  fain  to  take  well  in  worth.  It 
happened,  shortly  after,  that  this  Soldan  died,  being  poisoned  by  ■  nw  ' 
his  own  servants,  which  was  to  the  Christians  an  aggravation  0ff0,u>*etb- 
their  miseries ;  for,  albeit  the  said  Soldan  had  been  a  cruel  tyrant 
to  the  Christians,  yet  was  he  hated  of  his  own  people,  whereby  his 
strength  was  the  less.     After  him  succeeded  another  much  more 
cruel ;  who,  as  he  was  better  loved,  so  he  became  much  stronger, 
by  a  general  confederacy  of  all  the  Saracens  who  were  in  the  east 
parts,  joining  now  together ;  so  that  when  the  Christians  desired  n,. 
now  to  have  the  form  of  peace  before  proffered,  he  flatly  denied  Jjy^ 
them.    And  so  the  French  host,  which  at  first  began  to  be  feared,  fi**» 
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by  their  pride  and  over-greediness  growing  more  and  more  into 
contempt  amongst  their  enemies,  now  were  utterly  despised. 
A.D.      The  Christians,  thus  seeing  all  things  to  go  backward  with  them, 
125°-  and  how  the  infidel  Saracens  daily  did  prevail,  began  to  murmur 
fl?**.    against  God,  and  some  also,  who  were  well  settled  before,  to  stagger 
before,     in  their  religion,  casting  out  these  words  of  infidelity:  "  How  is  this," 
"ot ^d  said  they,  "that  the  Lord  hath  left  us  in  whose  cause  we  fight? 
lt-        How  often  within  the  time  of  remembrance  have  we  been  con- 
founded by  these  Saracens  and  infidels,  who,  with  shedding  of  our 
blood,  have  enjoyed  great  spoils  and  victories?     First,  this  city 
of  Damietta,  which  we  Christians  had  gotten  dearly,  with  effusion 
of  so  much  christian  blood,  afterwards  we  were  constrained  for 
vsdorie*  nought  to  resign  again.     After  that,  the  army  of  the  Templars, 
Tcmjju^  fighting  for  the  holy  temple  against  the  Saracens,  near  to  Antioch, 
xltpen   was  vanquished,  and  the  standard-bearer  slain  in  the  fields.  Again, 
of/fro-  within  these  few  years,  our  Frenchmen,  fighting  in  like  manner 
*  ^    against  the  Saracens  at  the  city  of  Gaza,  were  put  to  the  worst, 
and  many  afterwards  out  of  captivity  ransomed  by  Richard,  duke 
of  Exeter,  brother  to  Henry  III.,  king  of  England.    Then  came 
in  the  Chosmorins,  sent  by  the  Soldan  of  Babylon,  who,  by  a  wile, 
invaded  the  Christians  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  where  almost  all  the 
christian  army  in  the  Holy  Land  were  destroyed    And  now  here, 
our  most  christian  king,  together  with  the  whole  nobility,  is  like  to 
be  in  danger  utterly  to  be  overthrown.    And  how  is  it  that  the  Lord 
thus  standeth  against  us,  and  fighteth  with  them  ?    Hath  he  more 
regard  of  them  than  of  us?""1   Such  murmuring  words  of  an  unstable 
faith  many  there  began  to  cast  out,  as  taking  displeasure  on  account 
of  their  sufferings  :  but  not  considering,  on  the  other  side,  what 
idolaters  they  were,  what  pride  and  discord  was  amongst  them,  what 
cruelty  and  murder  they  had  showed  at  home  in  persecuting  the  poor 
i^ddw  Albigenses,  what  superstition  they  first  brought  out  with  them,  with 
not  pro-  what  idolatry  they  proceeded,  putting  their  trust  in  masses,  in  the 
SCb^"   pope's  indulgences,  in  worshipping  of  images,  and  in  praying  to 
fiK      saints.    And  what  helps  then  could  thev  look  for  at  Gotl's  hand, 

fifrr.tlng       i      i     1    •  •        i    •  i  r  "\  •  i  iii 

««>in*t  who  had  images  in  their  temples,  to  tight  against  them  who  had 
een,.*1*'  none  ?  or  what  marvel  if  the  Lord  of  hosts  went  not  with  their  army, 
committing  such  idolatry  every  day  in  their  pavilions  to  their  sacra- 
mental bread  and  wine  as  they  did,  and  fighting  with  the  strength  of 
their  own  merits,  and  not  by  the  power  of  their  faith  in  Christ  alone, 
which  is  the  only  victory  that  overcometh  the  world  ?  [1  John  v.  4.j 
Finally,  having  in  their  camp  the  legate  of  him  whom  the  Lord 
taketh  to  be  his  enemy :  as  by  example  of  Frederic,  the  emperor, 
may  be  well  perceived ;  who,  after  he  was  accursed  by  pope  Gregory 
a  little  before,  coming  the  same  time  to  war  against  the  Saracens  in 
Palestine,  God's  blessing  wrought  so  mightily  with  him,  that  without 
any  bloodshed  he  recovered  Jerusalem,  and  set  all  the  country 
about  it  in  great  quietness,  till  at  last  the  popish  Templars,  who  at 
the  pope's  setting  on,  went  about  to  betray  him  to  the  Sohlan  of 
Babylon,  lost  all  again  by  their  own  malicious  mischief,  which  the 
emperor  before  liad  gotten.2 

(I)  Ex  Matth.  Pari.,  fol  Ml.  (?)  Ei  M*ub 
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But  let  us  proceed  further  in  this  holy  progress.    The  French  »m 

king  with  his  army  seeing  himself  distressed,  and  no  good  there  to  — 

be  done  against  the  Soldan  of  Egypt,  after  he  had  sufficiently  fortified 
the  city  of  Damietta  with  an  able  garrison  left  with  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  he  removed  his  tents  from  thence  to  go  eastward.    In  his 
army  also  followed  William  Longspath  (of  whom  mention  was  made 
before),  accompanied  with  a  picked  number  of  English  warriors,  0rud(W 
retained  unto  aim  :  but  such  was  the  disdain  of  the  Frenchmen  J**"0 
against  this  William  Longspath  and  the  Englishmen,  that  they  Vrench 
could  not  abide  them,  but  flouted  them  in  opprobrious  manner,  with  fhgfih 
"  English  tails,'"  insomuch  that  the  good  king  himself  had  much  ado 
to  keep  peace  between  them. 

The  original  cause  of  this  grudge  between  them  began  thus :  Booty 
there  was,  not  far  from  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  a  strong  fort  or  castle,  ftie'ErJ'* 
replenished  with  great  ladies,  and  rich  treasure  of  the  Saracens  ;  this  Jjl*.hri*° " 
hold  it  chanced  the  said  William  Longspath,  with  his  company  of  Jft"J* 
English  soldiers,  to  get,  more  by  good  luck  and  politic  dexterity,  dru!*" 
than  by  open  force  of  arms;  whereby  he  and  his  retinue  were  greatly 
enriched.    When  the  Frenchmen  had  knowledge  hereof,  they,  being 
not  made  privy  thereto,  began  to  conceive  a  heart-burning  against 
the  English  soldiers,  and  could  not  speak  well  of  them  after  that.  It 
happened,  not  long  after,  that  the  said  William  had  intelligence  of  a  v«itu 
company  of  rich  merchants  among  the  Saracens,  going  to  a  certain  wiT 
fair  about  the  parts  of  Alexandria ;  having  their  camels,  asses,  and  "*m 
mules,  richly  laden  with  silks,  precious  jewels,  spices,  gold  and  silver,  tpuE 
with  cart-loads  of  other  wares,  besides  victuals  and  furniture,  whereof 
the  soldiers  then  stood  in  great  need.    He,  having  secret  knowledge 
hereof,  gathered  all  the  power  of  Englishmen  unto  him  that  he  could, 
and  so,  by  night,  falling  upon  the  merchants,  some  he  slew  with  their 
guides  and  conductors,  some  he  took,  some  he  put  to  flight.    The  Enrio,  j 
carts  with  the  drivers  and  the  oxen,  and  the  camels,  asses,  and  mules,  j?,,^* 
with  the  whole  carriage  and  victuals,  he  look,  and  brought  with  him,  *oud»- 
losing  in  all  the  skirmish  but  one  soldier,  and  eight  of  his  servitors ; 
some  of  whom,  notwithstanding,  he  brought  home  wounded  to  be 
cured. 

This  being  known  in  the  camp,  forth  came  the  Frenchmen,  who  ^"J^*"1 
all  this  while  loitered  in  their  pavilions,  and  meeting  their  carriage  by  ftmefc. 
the  way,  took  all  the  aforesaid  prey  wholly  unto  themselves,  rating 
the  said  William  and  the  Englishmen,  for  so  adventuring  and  issuing 
out  of  the  camp  without  leave  or  knowledge  of  their  general,  contrary 
to  the  discipline  of  war.    William  said  again,  he  had  done  nothing 
but  what  he  would  answer  to,  whose  purpose  was  to  have  the  spoil 
divided  to  the  behoof  of  the  whole  army.    When  this  would  not 
serve,  he  being  sore  grieved  in  his  mind,  so  cowardly  to  be  spoiled  of 
that  for  which  he  haa  so  adventurously  travailed,  went  to  the  king  to 
complain.    But  when  no  reason  or  complaint  would  serve,  by  reason  Depart 
of  the  proud  earl  of  Artois,  the  king's  brother,  who,  upon  despite  and 
disdain,  stood  against  him,  he,  bidding  the  king  farewell,  said  he  n«p>te 
would  serve  him  no  longer.    And  so  William  de  Longspath  with  or  Uw 
the  rest  of  his  company,  breaking  from  the  French  host,  went  to 
Acre.    Upon  whose  departure,  the  earl  of  Artois  said,  "  Now  is  the 
army  of  Frenchmen  well  rid  of  these  toiled  people."    Which  words,  h*. 
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Hemp,  spoken  in  great  despite,  were  evil  taken  of  many  good  men  that 
 L_  heard  him.1 

A.  D.      Before  the  arrival  of  the  French  army  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  the 
125Q-  Soldan  of  Babylon,  having  beforehand  intelligence  of  their  coming, 
committed  the  custody  of  Damietta  to  a  certain  prince  of  his  whom 
he  specially  trusted,  committing  also  to  his  brother  the  keeping  of 
Cairo  and  Babylon.    It  followed  now  after  the  taking  of  Damietta, 
that  the  Soldan  of  Babylon  accused  the  prince  who  had  the  custody 
thereof,  before  his  nobles,  of  treason,  as  giving  the  city  unto  the 
Christians ;  who,  notwithstanding,  in  judgment  did  sufficiently  clear 
himself,  declaring  how  he  was  certified  that  the  king  would  land  at 
Alexandria,  and  therefore  bent  all  his  power  to  prevent  the  king's 
arrival  there ;  but,  by  stress  of  weather,  he  missing  his  purpose, 
namicita  and  the  king  landing  about  Damietta,  by  reason  thereof  the  city  was 
IteCtiL  token  unprovided,  he,  notwithstanding,  with  his  company  resisting, 
tan*.     as  well  as  they  might,  till  they  could  no  longer,  and  so  departed, 
cursing  (said  he)  Mahomet  and  his  law.  At  these  words,  the  Soldan, 
The  keep-  being  offended,  commanded  him  to  be  had  away  as  a  traitor  and 
bunetH"  blasphemer,  and  to  be  hanged,  albeit  he  had  sufficiently  purged 
funnf  ut  mmsc^  by  the  judgment  of  the  court.    His  brother,  who  was  the 
wdealh.  keeper  of  Cairo  and  Babylon,  being  therewith  not  a  little  grieved, 
and  bearing  a  good  mind  to  the  christian  religion,  devised,  in  himself, 
how  to  give  the  said  city  of  Cairo  with  Babylon  to  the  French  king ; 
and  so,  in  most  secret  wise,  he  sent  to  the  king,  showing  his  full 
purpose  and  what  had  happened :  and,  furthermore,  instructing  the 
Thetri-  king  in  all  things  how  and  what  he  should  do;  and,  moreover, 
cah-ode-  requiring  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  meaning  indeed  good  faith, 
bl^chriat  a     sending  also  away  all  the  christian  captives  which  he  had  with 
ened.     him  in  prison.    The  king,  being  glad  hereof,  sent  in  all  haste  for 
wiiHarn  William  Longspath,  promising  a  full  redress  of  all  injuries  past, 
tpiihaent  who  upon  hope  of  some  good  luck,  came  at  the  king's  request,  and 
romAh.  so  joined  again  with  the  1c  rench  power. 

THE    LAMENTABLE    OVERTHROW    AND    SLAUGHTER    OF  THE 
FRENCH  ARMY  FIGHTING  AGAINST  THE  INFIDELS,  THROUGH 
THE  SINISTER  COUNSEL  OF  THE  POPE'S  LEGATE. 

To  make  the  story  short,  the  king,  setting  forward  from  Damietta, 
directed  his  journey  towards  Cairo,  slaying  by  the  way  such  Saracens 
as  were  set  there  to  stop  the  victuals  from  Damietta.    The  Soldan, 
in  the  mean  time,  hearing  of  the  courageous  coming  of  the  French 
host,  as  being  in  great  hope  to  conquer  all,  sent  unto  the  king  by 
certain  that  were  next  about  him,  offering  to  the  Christians  the  quiet 
and  full  possession  of  the  Holy  Land,  with  all  the  kingdom  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  more ;  besides  other  infinite  treasure  of  gold  and  silver,  or 
what  else  might  pleasure  them,  only  upon  this  condition,  that  they 
would  restore  again  Damietta,  with  the  captives  there,  and  so  would 
join  together  in  mutual  peace  and  amity.    Also  they  should  have  all 
oAhesT  l',e'r  cn"st'an  captiv08  delivered  up,  and  so  both  countries  should 
dratotht  freely  pass  one  to  another  with  their  wares  and  traffic,  such  as  they 
French,   dxo&e  to  adventure.  Furthermore,  it  was  firmly  affirmed  and  spoken, 

(I)  Ex  Matth.  Parit.  fol.  233.  J34. 
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that  the  Soldan,  with  most  of  his  nobles,  was  minded  no  less  than  to 
leave  the  filthy  law  of  Mahomet,  and  receive  the  faith  of  Christ,  so  that 


they  might  quietly  enjoy  their  lands  and  possessions.    The  same  day  A.  D. 
great  quietness  would  have  entered,  no  doubt,  into  all  Christendom,  12,*>0- 
with  the  end  of  much  bloodshed  and  misery,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Th«, 
pope's  legale,  who  (having  commandment  from  the  pope,  that  if  any  kX'  ** 
such  offers  should  come,  he  should  not  take  them)  stoutly  " et frontose  Jhuniii?1 
contradicens"  (as  the  words  be  of  the  story)  in  nowise  would:  receive  cllief- 
the  conditions  offered.1 

Thus,  while  the  Christians  unprofitably  lingered  the  time  in 
debating  this  matter,  the  Soldan,  mean  while,  got  intelligence  of 
the  compact  between  the  tribune  of  Cairo  and  the  French  king; 
whereupon  he  sent  in  all  haste  to  their  city  to  apprehend  the  tribune 
till  the  truth  were  fully  tried,  which  seemed  to  him  more  apparent, 
for  that  the  christian  prisoners  were  already  delivered.     Hereupon  Tneciiru- 
the  Soldan  being  in  some  better  hope  and  less  fear,  refused  that  taSSf** 
which  before  he  had  offered  to  the  Christians  ;  albeit,  they  with  great  f^^lA 
instance  afterward  sued  to  the  Soldan,  and  could  not  obtain  it.   Then  not  »>»*« 
the  Soldan,  being  wholly  bent  to  try  the  matter  by  the  sword,  sent  *h™ 
to  the  east  parts  for  an  infinite  multitude  of  soldiers,  giving  out  by  would- 
proclamation,  that  whosoever  could  bring  in  any  christian  man's  head,  cruel  pro- 
should  have  ten  talents,  besides  his  standing  wages.    And  whosoever  outTs£ 
brought  his  right  hand  should  have  five.    He  that  brought  his  foot 
should  have  two  talents,  for  his  reward.  thechru- 
After  these  things  thus  prepared  on  both  sides  to  the  necessity  of  ^"*ejirl 
war,  the  king  cometh  to  the  great  river  Nile,  having  gotten  together  °f.A(rtt"i^ 
many  boats,  thinking  by  them  to  pass  over,  as  upon  a  sure  bridge,  third  pan 
On  the  other  side  the  Soldan  pitched  himself  to  withstand  his  coming  °h'utian 
over.     In  the  mean  time  happened  a  certain  feast  amongst  the  j£J^;h 
Saracens,  in  which  the  Soldan  was  absent,  leaving  his  tents  by  the  owtiw 
water-side.  This  being  foreseen  by  a  certain  Saracen,  lately  converted  NUe' 
to  Christ,  serving  with  earl  Robert,  the  king's  brother,  and  showing 
them  withal  a  certain  shallow  ford  in  the  river  Nile,  where  they 
might  more  easily  pass  over ;  the  said  earl  Robert,  and  the  master  of 
the  Temple,  with  a  great  power,  amounting  to  the  third  part  of  the 
army,  passed  over  the  river,  after  whom  also  followed  William  Long- 
spath,  with  his  band  of  English  soldiers.    These,  being  together 
joined  on  the  other  side  the  water,  encountered  the  same  day  vu-toryof 
with  the  Saracens  remaining  in  the  tents,  and  put  them  to  the  {^hri," 
worse.    After  this  victory,  the  French  earl,  surprised  with  pride  «K»in« 
and  triumph,  as  though  he  had  conquered  the  whole  earth,  would  ccn«s*r" 
needs  advance,  dividing  himself  from  the  main  host,  thinking  to  win 
the  spurs  alone ;  to  whom  certain  sage  men  of  the  Temple  giving  Good 
contrary  counsel,  advised  him  not  so  to  do,  but  rather  to  return  and  , 

»  •  •  Jfiwti  r>ut 

take  their  whole  company  with  thorn,  and  so  should  they  be  more  not  «)i- 
sure  against  all  deceits  and  dangers,  which  there  might  be  laid  privily  ,owe<t 
for  them.  The  manner  of  that  people  (they  said)  they  better  knew, 
and  had  more  experience  thereof  than  he  ;  alleging,  moreover,  their 
wearied  bodies,  their  tired  horses,  their  famished  soldiers,  and  the 
insufficiency  also  of  their  number,  which  was  not  able  to  withstand 
the  multitude  of  the  enemies,  especially  at  this  present  brunt;  in 

(I)  Ex  MatUl.  P»rb.  M.  233. 
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which  the  adversaries  did  well  see  the  whole  state  of  their  dominion 
now  to  consist  either  in  winning  all,  or  losing  all ;  with  other  such 
A-  1J-  like  words  of  persuasion.    When  the  proud  earl  did  hoar  this,  being 
1250,  infiamed  with  no  less  arrogancy  than  ignorance,  with  opprobrious 
taunts  he  reviled  them,  called  them  cowardly  dastards,  and  betrayers 
RoiM-rt,  to  of  the  whole  country ;  objecting  unto  them  the  common  report  of 
gave'  him  many,  who  said,  that  the  land  of  the  holy  cross  might  be  won  to 
counwi    Christendom,  were  it  not  for  the  rebellious  Templars,  with  the 
Hospitallers  and  their  fellows. 

To  these  contumelious  rebukes  the  master  of  the  Temple 
answered  again  for  himself  and  his  fellows,  bidding  him  display  his 
ensign  when  he  would,  and  where  he  durst,  for  they  were  as  ready 
to  follow  him,  as  he  to  go  before  them.    Then  began  William  de 
Longspath,  the  worthy  knight,  to  speak  :  desiring  the  earl  to  give  ear 
to  those  men  of  experience,  who  had  better  knowledge  of  those 
countries  and  people  than  he  had,  commending  also  their  counsel  to 
be  discreet  and  wholesome,  and  so  turning  to  the  master  of  the 
Temple  began  with  gentle  words  to  mitigate  him  likewise.  The 
knight  had  not  half  ended  his  talk,  when  the  earl,  taking  the  words 
out  of  his  mouth,  began  to  fume  and  swear,  crying  out  on  these 
cowardly  Englishmen  with  tails.    "  What  a  Dure  army,"  said  he, 
"  should  we  have  here,  if  these  tails,  and  tailed  people  were  purged 
from  it  ?"   With  other  like  words  of  great  villany  and  much  disdain, 
worthy   Whereunto  the  English  knight  answering  again,  "Well,  earl  Robert," 
The  Eng?'  said  he,  "  wheresoever  you  dare  set  your  foot,  my  step  shall  go  as 
Itn^ht  |0  far  as  yours ;  and,  as  I  believe,  we  go  this  day  where  you  shall  not 
him      dare  to  come  near  the  tail  of  my  norse :"  as  in  the  event  proved 
true.1 

Anum-      In  the  mean  time  the  French  king,  intending  to  set  forward  his 
Fiei'ch    army,  thought  best  to  send  away  such  as  were  feeble  and  lacked 
■"hum  armour,  unto  Damietta,  by  boats.    The  Soldan,  hearing  thereof, 
Dutni     prepared  a  great  number  of  boats  to  be  carried,  by  wain  and  cart, 
droned  to  the  water-side ;  who,  meeting  them  by  the  way,  drowned  and 
b,r  SJ"   destroyed  by  wildfire  every  one,  so  that  of  all  that  company  of  our 
w»y.      Christians,  of  whom  some  were  burned,  some  slain,  some  drowned, 
not  one  escaped  alive,  save  only  one  Englishman,  named  Alexander 
Giffard;  who,  although  he  was  sore  wounded  in  the  chace  in  five 
places  in  his  body,  yet  escaped  to  the  French  camp,  bringing  word 
unto  the  king  what  was  done.    And  this  was  upon  the  water. 
Man*or       Now  upon  the  land :  seeing  earl  Robert  would  needs  set  forward, 
trSt"-  ween'ng  to  get  all  the  glory  unto  himself  before  the  coming  of  the 
Kcnch.   host,  they  invaded  first  a  little  village  or  castle  which  was  not  far 
off,  called  Mansor.    The  country  boors  and  pagans  in  the  villages 
by,  seeing  the  Christians  come,  ran  out  with  such  a  main  cry  and 
shout,  that  it  came  to  the  Soldan's  hearing,  who  was  nearer  than  our 
men  did  think.     In  the  mean  while  tlie  Christians,  invading  and 
entering  into  the  munition  uncircumspectly,  were  pelted  and  pashed* 
with  stones  by  them  that  stood  above ;  whereby  a  great  number  of 
our  men  were  lost,  and  the  army  sore  maimed,  and  almost  in  despair. 
Then,  immediately  upon  the  same,  cometh  the  Soldan  with  all  his 
main  power ;  who,  seeing  the  Christians'  army  to  be  divided,  and  the 

(1)  Ex  Matth.  Pari.  M  236.  (J) 
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one  brother  separated  from  the  other,  had  that  which  he  long  wished 
for,  and  thus  enclosing  them  round  about  so  that  none  should  escape, 


had  with  them  a  cruel  fight.    Then  the  earl  began  to  repent  him  of  A* 
his  heady  rashness,  but  it  was  too  late ;  who,  then  seeing  William  . 1 
the  English  knight,  doughtily  fighting  in  the  chief  brunt  of  the 
enemies,  cried  unto  him  most  cowardly  to  fly,  "  seeing  God,"  said  «ny 
lie,  M  doth  fight  against  us."  To  whom  the  knight,  answering  again,  ummmm 
"  God  forbid,"  saith  he,  "  that  my  father's  son  should  run  away  from  Jj***" 
the  face  of  a  Saracen."    The  earl  then,  turning  his  horse,  fled  away,  Earl  Ro- 
thinking  to  escape  by  its  swiftness,  and  so  taking  the  river  of  Thafnis,  art'yfl*- 
oppressed  with  harness,  there  sunk  and  was  drowned.    Thus  the  Jj^JJJ' 
earl  being  gone,  the  Frenchmen  began  to  despair  and  scatter.   Then  ed.™*"" 
William  de  Longspath,  bearing  all  the  force  of  the  enemies,  stood  ffi^gg 
against  them  as  long  as  he  could,  wounding  and  slaying  many  a  •j?dvd«,»t,» 
Saracen,  until  at  length  his  horse  being  killed,  and  his  legs  maimed,  itu 
he  could  no  longer  stand ;  who  yet  notwithstanding,  as  he  was  down, 
mangled  their  feet  and  legs,  and  did  the  Saracens  much  sorrow,  till 
at  the  last  after  many  blows  and  wounds,  being  stoned  of  the  Sara- 
cens, he  yielded  his  life.     After  the  death  of  him,  the  Saracens 
setting  upon  the  residue  of  the  army,  whom  they  had  compassed 
on  every  side,  devoured  and  destroyed  them  all,  insomuch,  tliat 
scarcely  one  man  escaped  alive,  saving  two  templars,  one  hospitaller, 
and  one  poor  rascal  soldier,  who  brought  tidings  hereof  to  the  king. 

These  things  being  known,  in  the  French  camp,  to  the  king  and  his  sorrow, 
soldiers;  first  of  their  drowning  who  were  sent  to  Damietta,  then  of  pre!jj'h 


the  ruin  and  slaughter  of  the  army,  with  the  king's  brother,  near  the  gj»s  *« 
town  of  Mansor,  there  was  no  little  sorrow  and  heaviness  on  every  their 


side,  with  great  fear  and  doubt  in  themselves  what  it  was  best  to  do. 
At  last,  when  they  saw  no  remedy,  but  they  must  stand  manfully  to 
revenge  the  blood  of  their  brethren,  the  king,  with  his  host,  passed 
over  the  flood  of  the  Nile,  and  coming  to  the  place  where  the  battle 
had  been,  there  they  beheld  their  fellows  and  brethren,  pitifully  lying  He«<ii 
with  their  heads  and  hands  cut  off.   For  the  Saracens,  for  the  reward  •™^1ellnd, 
before  promised  by  the  Soldan  or  Sultan,  unto  them  that  could  bring  Cfcrbtlni 
the  head  or  hand  of  any  Christian,  had  so  mangled  the  Christians, 
leaving  their  bodies  to  the  wild  beasts.  Thus,  as  they  were  sorrowing 
and  lamenting  the  rueful  case  of  their  christian  fellows,  suddenly 
appeareth  the  coming  of  the  Soldan,  with  a  multitude  of  innumerable 
thousands,  against  whom  the  Frenchmen  eftsoons  prepare  themselves 
to  encounter,  and  so  the  battle  being  struck  up,  tne  armies  began  to 
join.    But,  alack  for  pity  !  what  could  the  Frenchmen  here  do,  their 
number  at  first  so  maimed,  their  hearts  wounded  already  with  fear 
and  sorrow,  their  bodies  consumed  with  penury  and  famine,  their 
horses  for  feebleness  not  able  to  serve  them  ?    In  conclusion,  the  Pitmii 
Frenchmen  were  overthrown,  slain,  and  despatched  ;  and,  seeing  0n^',w 
there  was  no  flying,  happy  was  he  that  first  could  yield  himself.    In  Frcneh- 
this  miserable  conflict,  the  king,  with  his  two  brethren,  and  a  few  that  king 
clave  unto  him,  were  taken  captives,  to  the  confusion  of  all  christian 
realms,  and  presented  to  the  Soldan.   All  the  residue  were  put  to  the  JXn™ 
sword,  or  else  stood  at  the  mercy  of  the  Saracens,  whether  to  be  slain  by  the 
or  to  remain  in  woeful  captivity.    And  this  was  the  end  of  that 
sorrowful  battle,  wherein  almost  all  the  nobility  of  France  we  e  slain, 


Digitized  by  Google 


4.51  DAMIETTA  HESIGNED. 

//<-»ry  and  in  which  there  was  hardly  one  man  of  all  that  multitude  who 
escaped  free,  they  being  either  slain  or  taken  prisoners.  Furthermore, 


A.D.  they  that  were  slain  or  left  half  alive,  had  every  one  his  head  and 
-1250,  hand  cut  off  upon  the  Soldan's  proclamation  above  mentioned. 

The  Soldan  or  Sultan,  after  the  taking  of  the  French  king,  fraudu- 
lently suborning  an  army  of  Saracens  to  the  number  of  the  French 
army,  with  the  arms  and  ensigns  of  them  that  were  slain,  made 
towards  Damietta,  where  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  with  the  French 
queen,  and  Otho,  the  pope's  legate,  and  other  bishops  and  their  gar- 
risons were  remaining ;  supposing,  under  the  show  of  Frenchmen,  to 
be  let  in  :  but  the  captains,  mistrusting  their  hasty  coming,  and  mis- 
doubting their  visages,  not  like  those  of  the  Frenchmen,  shut  the 
gates  against  them,  and  so  returned  they,  frustrated  in  their  intent. 

The  purpose  of  the  Soldan  was,  if  he  might  have  gotten  Damietta,  to 
send  the  French  king  up  higher  into  the  east  countries  to  the  Caliph,1 
the  chief  pope  of  Damascus,  to  increase  the  titles  of  Mahomet,  and 
to  be  a  spectacle  or  gazing-stock  to  all  those  quarters  of  the  world. 
The  manner  of  Caliph  was,  never  to  let  any  christian  prisoner  come 
out,  whosoever  came  once  in  his  hand.  But  forasmuch  as  the  Soldan 
missed  his  purpose,  he  thought,  by  advice  of  council,  to  use  the  king's 
life  for  his  own  advantage  in  recovering  the  city  of  Damietta,  as  in 
the  end  it  came  to  pass.  For  although  the  king  at  first  was  greatly 
unwilling,  and  had  rather  die  than  surrender  Damietta  again  to  the 
Saracens,  yet  the  conclusion  fell  out,  that  the  king  was  put  to  his 
ransom,  and  the  city  of  Damietta  was  also  resigned ;  which  city,  being 
twice  won  and  twice  lost  by  the  Christians,  the  Soldan  or  Saladin 
ceni.  aftcrwart]s  caused  it  to  be  utterly  razed  to  the  ground.  The  ransom 
tlMkiHgt  of  the  king,  upon  condition  that  the  Soldan  should  see  him  safely 
SuSSi  inducted  to  Acre  (which  I  take  to  be  Cesarca),  came  to  sixty  thou- 
French  nmr^s-    The  number  of  Frenchmen  and  others  who  miscarried 

•lain.  in  that  war,  by  water  and  bv  land,  came  to  eighty  thousand  persons.* 
And  thus  have  ye  the  brief  narration  of  this  lamentable  peregrina- 
tion of  Louis,  the  French  king ;  in  which,  when  the  Frenchmen  were 
once  or  twice  well  offered  by  the  Soldan,  to  have  all  the  kingdom  of 
Jerusalem,  and  much  more,  in  free  possession ;  they,  not  contented 
with  that  which  was  reasonable  and  sufficient,  for  greediness  to  have 
all,  lost  all ;  having  at  length  no  more  than  their  naked  bodies  could 
cover,  lying  dead  upon  the  ground,  and  all  through  the  original  cause 
of  the  pope,  and  Otho,  his  legate.    By  their  sinister  means  and 

{>estilent  pride,  not  onlv  the  lives  of  so  many  Christians  were  then 
ost,  but  also  to  the  said  pope  is  to  be  imputed  all  the  loss  of  other 
cities  and  christian  regions  bordering  in  the  same  quarters :  forasmuch 
as,  by  the  occasion  hereof,  the  hearts  of  the  Saracens,  on  the  one  side, 
were  so  encouraged,  and  the  courage  of  the  Christians,  on  the  other,  so 
much  discomfited,  that  in  a  short  space  after,  both  the  dominion  of 
Antioch  and  that  of  Acre,  with  all  other  possessions  belonging  to 
the  Christians,  were  lost,  to  the  great  diminishing  of  Christ's  church. 
The  two      During  the  time  of  this  good  king  lying  at  Acre,  or  Cesarca, 
wunce  Almighty  God  sent  such  discord  betwixt  the  Soldan  of  Halaphia  and 
Smth"  the  Soldan  of  Babylon,  for  letting  the  king  so  escape,  that  the  said 
un*.     Soldan  or  Saladin  of  Babylon,  to  win  the  king  unto  his  side,  entered 

(1)  See  Note  I,  p.  KM.-Eu.  (J)  H«-c  M»tth.  Pari..  fol.  W,  MS. 
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into  a  league  with  him  (whom  both  his  .  brethren,  and  almost  all  his  **p 
nobles  at  home  had  forsaken),  and  remitted  his  ransom,  and  also  — '-  - 
restored  unto  him  such  prisoners  as  were  in  the  said  battle  found  to  *.D. 
be  alive.1    Thus  the  Lord  worketh,  where  man  commonly  forsaketh.*    "}  '. 

Another  cause,  moreover,  why  the  ruin  of  this  French  anny  may 
worthily  be  imputed  to  the  pope,  is  this :  when  Louis,  the  French 
king  (perceiving  what  a  necessary  friend  and  helper  Frederic,  the  now  m- 
emperor,  might  be  to  him  in  these  his  affairs  against  the  Saracens.),  was  em^-wr" 
an  earnest  suitor  for  him  to  the  pope  to  have  him  released,  neither  jj^t 
he,  nor  the  king  of  England,  by  any  means  coidd  obtain  it.    And,  seVved  in 
although  the  emperor  himself  offered  to  pope  Innocent,  with  all  S^n'^*41 
humble  submission,  to  make  satisfaction  in  the  council  of  Lyons,  pro-  ,be  Sa/a: 
mismg,  also,  to  conquer  all  the  dominions  of  the  Saracens,  and  never  the  p* 
to  return  into  Europe  again,  and  there  to  recover  whatsoever  the  Tuffer  0<H 
Christians  had  lost,  so  that  the  pope  would  only  grant  his  son  Henry  hlm> 
to  be  emperor  after  him  :  yet  the  proud  pope  would  not  be  mollified, 
but  would  needs  proceed  against  him  with  both  swords  ;  that  is,  first, 
with  the  spiritual  sword,  to  accurse  him,  and  then  with  the  temporal 
sword,  to  depose  him  from  his  imperial  throne.  Through  the  occasion  TJJmjnn[J 
whereof,  not  only  the  French  king's  power  went  to  wreck,  but  also  such  f,h  mil-" 
a  fire  of  mischief  was  kindled  against  Christendom,  as  yet  to  this  day  J^'J^p, 
cannot  be  quenched  ;  for,  after  this  overthrow  of  the  French  king  and  JfJ^ 
his  army,  the  Christians  of  Antioch,  and  of  other  christian  regions  | 
thereabouts,  being  utterly  discouraged,  gave  up  their  holds  and  cities ; 
whereupon  the  Saracens,  and  after  them  the  Turks,  got  such  a  hand 
over  Christendom,  as,  to  this  day,  we  all  have  good  cause  to  rue  and 
lament.   Besides  this,  where  divers  Christians  were  croised  to  go  over 
and  help  the  French  king,  the  pope,  for  money,  dispensed  with  them 
to  tarry  still  at  home. 

But  as  I  said,  the  greatest  cause  was,  that  the  emperor,  who  could 
have  done  most,  was  deposed  by  the  pope's  tyranny;  whereby  all 
those  churches  in  Asia  were  left  desolate,  as  touching  the  which  em- 
peror Frederic,  because  we  liave  divers  and  sundry  times  made  mention 
of  him  before,  and  for  that  his  story  is  strange,  his  acts  wondrous, 
and  his  conflicts  tragical,  which  he  sustained  against  four  or  five  popes, 
one  after  another,  I  thought  (not  out  of  story)  in  a  whole  narration 
to  set  forth  the  same,  for  the  reader  to  consider  what  is  to  be  judged 
of  this  cathedral  see  of  Rome,  which  had  wrought  such  abominable 
mischief  in  the  world,  as  in  the  sequel  of  the  story  following,  faith- 
fully translated  out  of  Latin  into  English,  is  to  be  seen. 


THE  WHOLE  TRAGICAL  HISTORY  OF  FREDERIC  II.,  THE  EMPE- 
BOR  OF  GERMANY,  TRANSLATED   OUT   OF   THE  LATIN  BOOK 

OF  NICHOLES  CISNERUS. 

Frederic  II.  came  out  of  the  ancient  house  of  the  Beblins  or  A.D. 
Ghibellines ;  which  Ghibellines  came  out  of  the  most  famous  stock  of  HM 
the  French  kings  and  emperors.  He  had  Frederic  Barbarossa  to  his 
grandfather,  whose  son,  Henry  VI.,  was  emperor  after  him ;  who  of 
Constantia,  the  daughter  (or  as  some  write,  the  niece)  of  Roger  I., 
king  of  Sicily,  begat  this  Frederic  11 

(I)  ThU  w«  the  wventh  and  iMt  principal  cnu*d«.-ED.        (I)  Matth.  Pari*  M.  Ml. 


1250. 
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EARLY  HISTORY   OF  FREDERIC  II. 


Henry      This  Constantia  was  fiftv  rears  of  age  before  she  conceived  him  i 

 '.  whom  the  emperor  Henry  Vl.,  to  avoid  aJl  doubt  and  surmise  that 

A.  I),  of  her  conception  and  childing  might  be  entertained,  and  to  the  peril 
1  j^3  of  the  empire  ensue,  caused  his  regal  tent  to  be  pitched  abroad  in  a 
1250.  P^ace  where  every  man  might  resort;  and,  when  the  time  of  his 

 queen's  travail  approached,  Constantia,  in  presence  of  divers  ladies 

and  matrons,  and  other  gentlewomen  of  the  empire,  a  great  number, 
was  brought  to  bed  and  delivered  of  this  Frederic,  the  seventh  day 
before  the  kalends  of  January,  a.d.  1198,  who,  by  inheritance,  was 
king  of  Naples,  Apulia,  Calabria,  and  Sicily. 

Henry's  father,  shortly  after  he  was  born,  obtained  of  the  princes, 
electors,  that  by  their  oath  unto  him  given,  they  would  choose  his  son 
Frederic  for  tneir  emperor  after  his  decease ;  and  so  they  did,  and 
immediately  called  him  Caesar,  being  yet  but  in  his  cradle. 

This  Henry  when  he  died,  which  was  shortly  after  the  birth  of 
Frederic,  committed  the  protection  of  him  to  Constantia,  his  wife,  to 
Philip,  his  brother,  chief  governor  of  Etruria,  and  to  the  bishop  of 
Rome,  then  Innocent  III.    a.d.  1197. 

Constantia,  not  long  after  the  death  of  Henry,  her  husband,  being 
sickly,  and  growing  into  age,  and  thereby  not  so  well  able  to  govern 
the  troubled  and  unquiet  state  of  the  empire,  resigned ;  and  willed  by 
her  testament  the  safety  both  of  her  son  Frederic,  and  also  of  his 
dominions,  to  the  protection  and  government  of  Innocent  III.,  think- 
ing thereby  safely  to  have  provided, 
cooiipir*.     This  pope  Innocent,  as  soon  as  he  had  the  protection  of  the  young 
^Jeof    emperor  and  bis  seigniories,  became,  instead  of  a  patron  and  protec- 
inrux-ent  tor  to  him  and  his  dominions,  both  an  enemy  and  a  conspirator.  The 
ftmiMfc  examples  are  many :  one  is,  he  persuaded  Sibylla,  the  late  wife  of 
hu  alno-  Tancred  (whom  Henry  put  out  from  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,)  to  recover 
rlt*-      the  same  again,  and  that  she  should  thereunto  require  Philip,  the 
French  king's  aid ;  whereupon  one  Walter,  being  of  the  noble  house 
of  the  earls  of  Brenno,  who,  in  the  province  of  liarrencecis,  had  great 
living,  and  marrying  with  Ateria,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Tancred, 
once  king  of  Sicily  (as  is  said),  now,  by  the  instigation,  counsel,  and 
aid  of  the  French  king,  with  the  pope  (well  hoping  to  recover  the 
kingdom)  entered  and  invaded  with  great  power  Campania  and  Apulia. 
At  this  time,  also,  the  same  worthy  protector,  Innocent  III.,  sent  his 
legates  with  letters  of  excommunication  against  all  those  that  would 
not  admit  and  take  the  said  Walter  for  their  king. 

Another  instance  is,  that  where  the  princes,  electors,  and  other 
nobles,  as  before  is  said,  had  promised  by  their  oath  to  Henry,  that 
they  would  make  Frederic,  his  son,  emperor  after  his  decease,  the 
pope  seeing  they  were  endeavouring  to  oring  this  to  pass,  absolved 
them  all  from  the  oath  which  they  had  taken  and  given  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Frederic,  the  emperor,  as  one  not  content  he  should  obtain 
the  same.  And  further,  he  raised  slanders  and  defamations  against 
Philip,  whom  the  electors  had  chosen  to  govern  the  empire  during 
the  minority  of  Frederic  his  nephew.  He  wrote  his  epistle,  which  is 
yet  extant,  to  the  duke  Barthold  of  Zaringia,  to  be  emperor,  who, 
because  the  latter  gave  place  to  Philip,  he  went  about  to  procure 
that  Otho,  the  son  of  Henry  Leo,  shoula  be  made  emperor,  and  that 
the  princes  and  lords,  electors  of  Germany,  would  crown  him  forth- 
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with,  after  the  manner  of  Aquitainc.    He  deprived  all  such  bishops  *j»tf 

as  he  knew  to  favour  Philip  as  emperor,  in  the  defence  of  his  nephew's   - 

right ;  but  Philip,  whose  cause  was  better,  his  skill  in  martial  affairs  ^D. 
greater,  and  who  in  power  and  strength  was  mightier,  after  divers  and  ~o 
great  conflicts,  occasioning  the  marvellous  disturbance  and  vastation  1250. 

of  the  whole  empire,  by  God's  help,  put  the  other  to  the  worse.  All  

these  calamities  and  mischiefs  Conrade  de  Lichtenau,  at  that  time 
living,  in  his  annals,  most  pitifully  complaineth  of,  and  accuseth  the 
bishop  of  Rome  and  his  adherents  of  being  the  chief  authors  and 
devisers  of  this  great  and  lamentable  mischief;  who,  to  make  them- 
selves rich  by  the  spoil  thereof,  sought  by  all  means,  and  desired  the 
same. 

Not  long  after,  a  peace  was  concluded  between  Philip  and  Otho, 
and  Philip  was  again  reconciled  to  the  pope ;  which  Philip,  within  a  phiiip 
while  after,  between  Otho  and  him,  was  murdered  in  his  chamber  and  *Uin- 
slain.    After  this  event  Otho  was  again  brought  to  the  imperial  seat,  A.D.1208. 
and  newly  elected  for  emperor,  with  the  counsel  and  consent  of  this 
Innocent  III.,  and  so  continued  till  a  great  variance  and  discord  v.rt»mw 
chanced  to  arise  between  the  said  Otho  and  the  pope,  whereupon  otholnd 
Innocent  sought,  by  all  means,  how  against  Otho,  likewise,  he  might  ^  v0**- 
work  mischief,  and  bring  him  to  his  end.   The  occasion  of  this  sudden 
elmnge  and  alteration  my  author  maketh  no  mention  of,  but  that  Otho 
(now  being  of  great  power)  invaded  and  destroyed  the  dominions  of 
Frederic,  as  Flaminia,  Picenum,  Umbria,  Etruria,  but  chiefly  Cam- 
pania and  Apulia,  because  those  properly  appertained  to  the  inheri- 
tance of  Frederic,    a.d.  1214. 

Thus  vou  see  how,  first,  by  the  counsel  and  consent  of  pope  Inno- 
cent, and  by  his  instigation,  besides  his  secret  conspiracies,  this  good 
Frederic  and  his  dominions  were  hurt  and  damaged.  Then,  again, 
through  his  default  what  damage  he  sustained  by  Otho,  who,  by  him 
and  his  means,  was  made  so  strong  as  he  was :  notwithstanding  the 
great  trust  he  was  put  in,  for  the  protection  both  of  Frederic  and  his 
dominions. 

At  this  time  Frederic  was  come  unto  the  age  of  twenty  years ;  who  Frederic*, 
in  his  youth,  by  the  provision  of  Constantia,  his  mother,  was  so  well  SUr*"' 
instructed  in  letters,  and  with  other  arts  and  virtues  so  endued,  that, 
at  these  years,  there  appeared  and  did  shine  in  him  excellent  gifts  both 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge.  He  was  excellently  well  versed  in  the 
Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  although  at  that  time  learning  began  to 
decay,  and  barbarousness  to  increase.  He  had  also  the  German 
tongue,  the  Italian  tongue,  and  the  Saracen  tongue.  He  daily 
exercised  and  put  in  practice  those  virtues  which  nature  had  planted 
in  him,  as  piety,  wisdom,  justice,  and  fortitude :  insomuch  that  he 
might  well  be  compared  and  accounted  among  the  worthiest  and 
most  renowned  emperors,  his  predecessors. 

Fazellus,  the  historian  of  Sicily  in  this  time,1  writeth,  that  Fre-  smpect- 
deric  was  again,  after  this,  had  in  great  honour  and  estimation  with  JS»nd-hi, 
Innocent ;  but  yet,  notwithstanding,  he  had  no  sure  confidence  in 
him,  for  that  he  had  the  suspected  name  of  Frederic,  his  grand- 
father, often  in  remembrance,  and  for  that  reason  was  very  desirous 
to  have  him  far  from  Italy. 

(1)  Puelliu  flourUbed  in  the  ilxteenlh  century.— Eo. 


bthcr'i 


Digitized  by  Go 


458  FREDERIC  CONFIRMS  THE  CANON  OF  PROSCRIPTION. 

Urnp,       When  Frederic  had  gathered  his  power,  lie  purposed  to  set  upon 

 _  Otho,  his  enemy.    Otho  hearing  of  this,  came  out  of  Italy  with  his 

A-  army  into  Germany,  thinking  to  meet  Frederic  as  he  was  weary  of 
12£°  travelling,  at  the  river  Rhine,  and  to  stop  his  passage ;  but  he  was 
1250.  deceived  in  his  expectation,  and  Frederic  was  crowned,  as  the  manner 

 of  Aquitaine  is,  before  he  came.    After  that,  Frederic,  in  the  winter 

time,  took  his  journey  to  Frankfort ;  and  after  many  meetings  held 
in  Nuremburg,  and  after  Otho  was  dead,  he  settled  the  empire ; 
and  the  whole  country  of  Germany  he  in  a  manner  appeased.  And 
ne«th  of  then,  with  all  his  nobles  and  princes,  he  returned  to  Home,  and  by 
mmhci*  Honorius  III.  was  with  great  solemnity  consecrated  and  called 
Fred^e  Augustus,  a.d.  1220.  This  Honorius  succeeded  Innocent  III.  m 
the  cm-  the  papal  see,  and  was  a  great  help  to  Frederic,  although  he  loved 
peror"     him  not,  in  order  to  revenge  himself  upon  Otho. 

After  his  consecration  Frederic  II.  gave  many  great  and  liberal 
gifts,  as  well  to  the  bishop  of  Rome  himself,  as  also  to  the  court  of 
Rome.  He  likewise  gave  and  confirmed  by  his  charter  to  the 
church  of  Rome,  the  dukedom  of  Fundanum  ;  for,  by  the  insa- 
tiable covetousness  of  the  Romish  bishops,  this  wicked  use  and 
custom  grew  up,  that  unless  the  emperors,  elect  and  crowned,  would 
give  them  such  like  great  and  large  gifts,  they  could  not  obtain  of 
them  their  consecration  or  confirmation,  which  for  that  intent  they 
devised. 

Furthermore,  Frederic,  the  emperor,  willing  to  show  himself  more 
bountiful  and  liberal  to  the  church,  and  not  wishing  to  restrain  any 
privilege  that  might  benefit  the  same,  gave  and  admitted  those  con- 
prederio  stitutions  which  the  pope  himself  would  desire,  and  are  yet  extant  in 
their  civil  law,  by  which  doings  he  delivered,  to  their  hands,  a  sword 


Sit  (u  *l  were)  to  cut  his  own  throat :  for  the  bishops  of  Rome,  now, 
Itort  t*  having  even  what  they  listed,  and  all  in  their  own  hands,  might,  by 
the  pain  of  proscription,  bring  what  emperor  or  king  they  listed 


throat,    under  14  coram  nobis,"  and  keep  them  by  their  own  laws,  as  if  they 
were  bound  in  certain  bands,  out  of  which  they  might  not  start.  For 
whatsoever  he  were  who,  for  the  diminution  of  the  liberties  of  the 
church  was  excommunicated,  and  so  continued  a  year's  space,  he 
should  be  within  the  danger  of  this  prescript,  and  should  not  be 
released  before  he  had  made  satisfaction,  and  were  admitted  by  the 
canon  of  pope  to  the  church  and  congregation  of  good  men  again.  Whereby 
Ei"  it  came  to  pass,  that  whatever  emperor,  in  the  government  of  his 
fnd"con-  dominion!?,  should  in  any  point  displease,  or  do  contrary  to  the  will 
p^u^by  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  he  then,  as  enemy  to  the  church  was  excom- 
municated; and,  unless  within  a  year  he  were  reconciled  to  them 
again,  by  this  their  principal  law,  he  was  in  the  prescript ;  and  often 
it  chanced  that  princes,  to  avoid  the  pain  of  this  prescript,  were 
ready  to  do  whatsoever  the  pope  would  have  them,  and  commanded 
them  to  do. 

After  the  consecration  of  Frederic  was  with  great  solemnity 
finished,  and  that  the  pope  and  church  of  Rome,  in  all  ample 
manner,  as  is  partly  described,  were  gratified,  and  yet  larger  con- 
stitutions to  them  confirmed,  he  departed  from  Rome,  and  went  into 
Italy,  there  to  set  in  order  and  settle  the  cities  and  great  towns,  for 
the  better  tranquillity  of  himself,  and  safety  of  his  subjects ;  and  from 
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thence,  into  his  own  provinces  and  dominions,  where  he  heard  of  Bnn, 
certain,  who  began  to  raise  and  make  new  factions  against  him ; 


amongst  whom  were  found  Thomas  and  Richard,  the  brethren  of  A.  D. 
Innocent  III.,  the  earl  of  Anaquinos,  who  held  back  certain  castles  in  1221 
the  kingdom  of  the  Neapolitans  from  him  by  force  ;  which  castles  he  1250. 

besieged  and  beat  down,  and  took  from  them  all  that  he  found  in  

them.    Richard  he  took,  and  sent  as  prisoner  into  Sicily ;  but 
Thomas  escaped,  and  came  speedily  to  Rome  ;  whither  also  repaired 
certain  bishops  and  others  who  were  conspirators  against  Frederic ; 
as  also  such  others  as  the  fear  of  the  emperor  s  laws  and  their  own 
guilty  consciences  caused  to  fly,  and  who  were  (that  notwithstanding)  The  libe- 
by  this  bishop  of  Rome,  Honorius  III.,  to  recompense  the  liberality  p^ric 
of  the  emperor  bestowed  upon  him,  under  his  nose  succoured,  main-  J*"* 
tained,  and  defended.    This  when  Frederic  understood,  he  began 
to  expostulate  with  the  bishop,  considering  the  unseemliness  of  that  in. 
deed  of  his ;  against  whom  the  pope,  on  the  other  side,  was  so 


laieth ; 


chafed  and  vexed,  that  immediately,   without  further  delay,  he  fl 
thundereth  out  against  him,  like  a  tyrant,  his  curses  and  excom-  cJrJcT 
munications. 

Fazellus  declareth  the  detestation  or  defiance  to  happen  between 
them,  somewhat  otherwise.  There  were  (saith  he)  amongst  those 
who  were  found  traitors  to  the  emperor,  certain  bishops,  who, 
flying  to  the  pope,  requested  his  aid :  whereupon  the  pope  sent 
his  legates  to  the  emperor,  and  requested  him,  that  he  would 
admit  and  receive  to  favour  those  bishops  whom  he  had  banished 
and  put  out  of  their  offices;  and  that  he  would  not  intermeddle  with 
any  ecclesiastical  charge  wherewith  he  had  not  to  do:  and  said 
further,  that  the  correction  and  punishment  of  such  matters  apper- 
tained to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  and  not  to  him  ;  and,  moreover,  that 
the  oversight  of  those  churches  in  that  kingdom,  from  which  he 
had  expelled  the  bishops,  pertained  and  belonged  unto  him. 

To  this  Frederic  replieth,  "  that  forasmuch  as  now,  for  four  The  em- 
hundred  years  and  more,  from  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  all  emperors  {J™,h  £ 
and  kings  in  their  dominions  might  lawfully  commit  to  apt  and  jjjgjjg' 
fit  men,  for  the  same,  such  ecclesiastical  functions  and  charges  as 
within  their  territories  and  kingdoms  fell  vacant,  he  looked  to  have 
the  like  privilege  and  authority  also,  that  others  his  predecessors 
had  before  him."    And,  he  further  said,  "  that  he  had  the  same  and 
like  authority  in  the  empire  that  his  father  Henry,  and  Frederic  his 
grandfather,  and  others  his  predecessors  before  them  had ;  neither 
had  he  so  deserved  at  the  hands  of  the  church  of  Rome,  nor  at  those 
of  Honorius  himself,  as  to  be  deprived  of  those  privileges  which  his 
ancestors  before  him  had,  and  kept."    And  further,  Frederic  being 
chafed  and  moved  with  these  demands  of  the  pope,  breaketh  forth 
and  saith,  "  How  long  will  the  bishop  of  Rome  abuse  my  patience  ? 
When  will  his  covetous  heart  be  satisfied  ?    Whereunto  will  his 
ambitious  desire  grow?"  with  other  like  words  besides,  repeating  strife  be 
certain  injuries  and  conspiracies,  both  against  him  and  his  dominions,  *JJ^T 
as  well  by  Honorius  as  by  Innocent  III.  his  predecessor ;  as  also  other  the  empe- 
like  injuries  of  popes  practised  towards  his  ancestors.   "  What  man,"  election 
saith  he,  "  is  able  to  suffer  and  bear  this  so  incredible  boldness,  and  XSSSSt 
intolerable  insolcncy  of  so  proud  a  bishop  **  «  Go,"  saith  he,  to  the 
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"ui"  le8a'e8'  "  an(l  tell  Honorius,  that  I  will  hazard  both  the  seigniory  of 
— ! —  my  empire,  and  crown  of  my  kingdom,  rather  than  I  will  suffer  him 
A.  D.  thus  to  diminish  the  authority  of  our  majesty .", 

Now,  because  much  disquietness  and  controversy  hath  arisen,  for 
1250.  'nc  most  P111^  throughout  all   Christendom,  in   every  kingdom 

 and  realm  severally,  for  and  about  the  authority  of  choosing  and 

depriving  of  bishops  (as  may  be  seen  by  the  example  of  this 
Frederic),  which  the  pope  only  and  arrogantly  challengeth  to  himself, 
and  saith,  it  doth  not  appertain  to  another,  1  thought  good,  not  with 
silence  to  overpass,  but  somewhat  to  say,  and  to  prove  the  authority 
of  christian  kings  and  princes,  in  this  behalf,  to  be  both  sufficient  anil 
good ;  which  thing,  not  only  by  the  holy  Scriptures,  is  right  easy  to  be 
done,  but  also,  that  it  is  by  synodal  decrees  and  councils,  divers  and 
sundry,  established  and  confirmed,  may  easily  be  proved ;  as,  by  the 
ancient  custom  and  manner  of  the  primitive  church,  may  also  be 
further  corroborated  and  made  good. 
Flection  Hereunto  appertain  certain  places  collected  and  gathered  out  of 
tok"linP<  the  decrees  of  Gratian,  and  especially  in  these  canons,  the  twelfth, 
a'dthlir  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  twenty-sixth,  twenty-seventh,  thirty-second, 
■ubj«:ii.  and  sixty-third  distinctions.  Furthermore,  when  christian  kings  and 
princes  began  to  embrace  Christ's  religion,  both  for  honour  and 
orders  sake  it  was  granted,  that  when  the  people  desired  such 
ministers  as  were  convenient,  and  by  them  thought  meet,  that  they 
who  were  then  in  the  ecclesiastical  function,  and  chicfest  in  authority, 
should  either  confirm  such  as  were  presented,  or  else  themselves 
should  place  fit  men  in  their  churches  as  need  required.  Thus  did 
the  emperors  of  Constantinople  (receiving  the  order  and  manner 
from  Constantine  the  Great),  use  and  give  the  right  of  ecclesiastical 
function  with  the  consent  both  of  the  people  and  of  ecclesiastical 
persons;  and  long  they  so  retained  the  same,  as  in  the  case  of  Hono- 
rius, the  emperor,  to  Boniface  ;*  also,  in  the  examples  of  Pelagius  and 
Gregory  the  Great,  of  whom  one  was  appointed  bishop  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  in  the  reign  of  Justinian,  the  emperor,1  wnen  Totila  was 
governing  Italy;  and  the  other,  in  the  time  of  Maurice,  the 
emperor,  when  the  Lombards  possessed  it.4 

And  whereas  Gratian,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninety-sixth  and 
ninety-seventh  distinctions,  doth  declare,  that  the  rescript  of  Honorius 
the  emperor,  is  void  and  of  none  effect,  for  that  he  determined 
the  electi6n  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  contrary  to  the  authority 
of  the  holy  canons,  when  as  vet  neither  to  the  civil  magistrate, 
nor  to  any  of  the  ecclesiastical  order,  can  there  be  read  of  any 
license  given  them  to  dispense  it  withal ;  each  man  may  plainly 
see  and  discern  his  great  folly  and  want  of  understanding.  As  if, 
at  that  time,  any  decrees  were  made  which  should  debar  emperors 
from  the  constituting  of  the  ecclesiastical  ministers,  or  that  it  were 
doubtful  whether  the  emperors,  at  that  time,  had  past  any  con- 
stitutions touching  the  causes  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  the 
same  laws  then  put  in  use ;  when  the  contrary  most  manifestly 
(both  by  the  laws  and  histories  of  that  age  and  time,  as  well  of  the 
church  as  of  the  empire,)  may  appear.    And,  that  wc  ne*d  not 

(U  Thomju  Puritan,  lib.  8.  (2)  Can.  8.  dUt.  79.  et  can  2.  dUt.  97. 

(J)  Jumnun  Aourithrd  fr  it:  a  D.  527  to  ,V.j  ;  Mauritius  from  ».  D.  582  to  602.—  Fr>. 

(4)  Chap.  15,  21.  24. 
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seek  far  for  the  matter,  this  thing  is  sufficiently  proved  by  these 

titles ;  *  De  sacro  Sanctis  Ecclcsiis/  '  Episcopis,''  '  Clericis,'  besides  — 

otlier  ecclesiastical  chapters  and  matters  touching  religion,  all  which  arc  A.D. 
to  be  seen  in  the  books  of  the  principal  and  chiefest  constitutions,  *~ 
collected  and  set  forth  by  Justinian.    Amongst  which,  many  of  the  j250. 

chapters  are  said  to  be  accepted  and  allowed  by  Honorius  and  —  

Theodosius:  so,  in  like  case,  the  twenty-first  canon  in  the  sixty- 
third  distinction  doth  declare,  that  the  Grecian  emperors,  who  next 
ensued  after  Justinian,  did  observe  that  manner  of  ordaining  and 
electing  the  bishop  of  Rome,  although  at  that  time  "  Interpellatum 
erat,"  it  was  somewhat  spumed  at. 

Among  the  emperors,  mention  is  made  of  Constantine,  sur-  The  eiec 
named  Pogonatus.'    Charlemagne,  in  like  manner,  followed  their  ^"^V 
steps  in  the  same ;  as  in  the  twenty-second  canon,  and  the  same  •J*1"** 
distinction  is  declared.    And  further,  at  a  synodal  council  in  Lateran  flf.y  three 
(Adrian  being  high  bishop,  where  were  convented  and  assembled  fbehXini 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  other  bishops),  it  was  decreed,  14  that  j^- 
thc  power  and  authority  of  creating  the  bishop  of  Rome,  and  t*  in  the 
ordaining  of  all  other  prelates  and  ecclesiastical  orders,  should  be  en,peror- 
in  the  power  and  will  of  Charlemagne  as  well  in  Italy,  as  in  his 
other  dominions  and  provinces ;  and  that  whosoever  was  not  promoted 
and  allowed  by  him,  should  not  be  consecrated  by  any ;  and  that 
those  who  repugned  and  disobeyed  this  decree,  should  incur  the 
most  sharp  pain  of  proscription  and  publication  of  law."  The  worthy 
example  of  this  is  extant  in  the  eighteenth  canon  and  eighteenth 
title.    Yet,  notwithstanding,  Stephen  IV.,  author  of  this  rescript 
against  the  said  decree,  without  the  emperors  consent,  was  made 
bishop  of  Rome;  who,  to  the  intent  he  might  elude  the  decreed 
and  solemnized  penalty,  thereby  to  excuse  himself,  went  into  France 
to  Louis  the  Pious,  son  of  Charlemagne,  and  at  Rheims  crowned 
he  him  with  the  imperial  diadem,  (a.  d.814.)    Neither  could  this 
bishop  here  stay  himself,  but  spying  the  great  lenity  of  the  emperor, 
essayed  to  make  frustrate  the  aforesaid  constitution.    For  his 
purpose  was,  and  so  he  brought  to  pass,  as  in  the  twenty-seventh 
canon  and  the  same  distinction  appearcth,  that  it  "  might  be  lawful 
for  the  ecclesiastical  order,  with  the  people  and  senate  of  Rome, 
without  the  authority  of  the  emperor,  to  choose  the  bishop  of  Rome ; 
reserving,  that  he  should  not  De  consecrated  without  the  will  and 
consent  of  the  emperor."    Thus  it  is  manifest,  that  the  bishops  of  BUhop  of 
Rome  themselves,  not  regarding,  but  despising  the  strict  penalty  and 
sanction  of  the  aforesaid  decree  of  the  Lateran  council,  were  not  ***  «>« 
only  the  first  that  brake  the  same,  but  also,  by  contrary  rescripts  thTroun- 
and  constitutions,  laboured  and  endeavoured  to  extol  and  set  up  dL 
themselves  above  all  others. 

Hereupon  Lothairc,  afterwards  being  emperor  and  nephew  to 


Loth  aire 


Charlemagne,  coming  into  Italy,  there  to  dissolve  the  conspiracy  thTLu^ 
and  confederacy  of  Leo  IV.,  about  the  translation  of  the  empire,  £|^d£r 
renewed,  and  established  again,  the  synodal  decree  of  Lateran,  touch-  ^|ti'oa 
ing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  emperor  for  the  election  of  the  bishop  of 
Rome  and  other  ecclesiastical  persons ;  and  hereof  it  came,  that  those 
epistles  were  written  by  Leo,  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  canons, 

(1)  Constantine  Pofon»tu»,  a.  d.  M8  to  OBJ  ;  Charlemagne,  *.  ».  786  to  814. -Ed. 
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Htnrp  and  the  same  distinction,  who  also,  as  in  the  ninth  canon  and  tenth 

in      ...         ,  ■ 

'    distinction,  made  a  profession,  that  the  same  imperial  precepts  should 

A.  D.  be  kept  in  all  ages.    This  Leo,  when  he  was  reproved  of  treason  and 

1221    other  evils,  pleaded  his  cause  before  Louis,  emperor  of  Rome,  and  son 

1250    °^  kothaire  above  recited.1 

 —     But  after  this,  as  time  grew  on,  the  bishops  of  Rome  nothing 

relinquishing  their  ambitious  desires  ;  Otho,  the  first  emperor  of  that 
name,  deprived  and  put  from  the  see  of  Rome  that  most  filthy  and 
wicked  bishop,  John  XIII.,  both  for  divers  and  sundry  wicked  and 
heinous  acts  by  him  committed,  as  also  for  his  great  treasons  and 
conspiracies  against  his  royal  person,  and  did  substitute  in  his 
place  Leo  V. ;  who,  calling  a  synod  at  Latcran,  in  the  same  temple 
and  place  where  the  other  before  was  kept,  did  promulgate  a  new 
constitution  with  consent  of  the  senate  and  people  ot  Rome,  concern- 
tum  once  ™£      ^P6101"  8  jurisdiction  in  the  aforesaid  election,  which  is  con- 
■^a"n°ni^  tained  in  the  twenty-third  canon,  and  sixty-third  distinction.   By  this 
binn  the  tne  °ld  right  and  power  of  the  emperor  in  the  election  of  the  bishop 
tSEES!!*  °^  ^°me»  an0^  other  ecclesiastical  prelates,  was  again,  with  sharper 
tion.      and  stricter  sanction,  confirmed  and  ratified.    Again,  John  X  V I  IT., 
whom  Crescentius  the  Roman,  usurping  the  imperial  crown,  had 
made  bishop  by  the  consent  of  the  people  of  Rome  and  the  ecclesi- 
astical order,  having  his  nose  cut  off,  and  his  eyes  put  out,  and  being 
so  thrust  out  of  the  capitol,  was  again,  of  Otho  III.,  established  and 
made  bishop.    But  when,  notwithstanding,  the  bishops  of  Rome 
would  not  alter  their  old  accustomed  disposition,  but  with  all  their 
industry  endeavoured  to  abrogate  that  jurisdiction  of  the  emperor  over 
the  bishop  of  Rome  (as  people  loath  to  be  under  subjection),  Henry 
III.  (Leo  IX.  being  then  constituted  bishop,  a.d.  1049),  did  once 
again  ratify  the  same,  and  caused  the  bishop,  who  extolled  himself 
before  all  his  fellow  bishops,  to  stoop  and  give  place  to  Moguntius. 

So  after  the  death  of  Henry  III.  emperor  of  Germany,  Nicholas  II., 
although  in  his  decree  (which  in  the  first  canon  and  twenty-third 
distinction  is  recited)  he  gave  the  primacy  for  the  election  of  the 
bishop  of  Rome,  by  the  means  of  the  priests  and  people  of  Rome, 
unto  the  cardinals ;  yet  he  would,  after  that,  that  the  prerogative 
therein  should  be  reserved  to  Henry  IV.,  the  young  emperor,  from 
whom  the  empire  afterwards  was  for  a  time  wrested  and  taken. 
The  ei«e-     But  now,  after  this,  when  Hildebrand,  who  was  called  Gregory 
SuSm  VH.  was  pope  (a.d.  1073),  this  prerogative  of  the  emperors  in 
wrVbe^  tne^  electi°n»  which,  before,  in  the  creation  of  Alexander  the  bishop, 
gwt>>  to  was  neglected  and  broken,  the  bishop  of  Rome  not  only  did  seek 
to  diminish  the  authority  thereof,  but  also  to  evacuate  and  quite 
undo  the  same ;  for  he  not  only  aspired  to  that  dignity  without  the 
consent  and  appointment  of  the  emperor,  but  also  made  restraint 
that  no  emperor,  king,  duke,  marquis,  earl,  or  any  civil  magistrate, 
should  assign  and  appoint  any  one,  to  any  ecclesiastical  function 
and  charge ;  and  that  none  of  his  prelates  should  be  so  hardy,  as 
to  take  them  at  any  of  their  hands :  as  in  question  sixteen,  canons 
vvary  in  8Cven'  T^Iie*  an<l  ^en  may  °e  seen. 

chaju-ng-     Yet,  notwithstanding,  after  this  horrible  monster  Hildebrand  was 
and  thrust  out  of  the  papal  seat,  and  Clement  III.  put  in 

niQue.0  can.  iO. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ELECTION'  OF  POPE,  FIHST  WRESTED  I  ROM  THE  EMPEEOB.  468 


his  stead,  Henry  again  challenged  his  imperial  prerogative  of  election. 
But  when  the  bishops  who  succeeded  this  Hildebrand,  led  on  b 


his  example,  began  to  derogate  from  the  imperial  prerogative  of  A.D. 
election,  and  when  Henry,  on  the  other  side,  by  all  the  means  ^T*1 
possible,  sought  to  defend  and  maintain  the  same,  by  the  subtle  1250. 

fraud  and  mischievous  policy  of  the  bishops,  who  set  the  son  against  

the  lather,  and  found  means  to  steal  from  him  the  hearts  of  his 
nobles  and  subjects,  and  to  set  them  all  against  him,  and  especially 
the  princes  of  Germany,  he  was  deposed  and  disappointed  of  his 
purpose. 

And  although  Henry  V.,  coming  to  Rome,  brought  Paschal  II. 
(a.d.  1099)  to  that  point,  that  he  both  in  public  council,  and  in 
writing  scaled,  and  by  oath  confirmed,  restored  again  to  the  emperors  of 
Rome  the  prerogative  of  election,  and  giving  of  ecclesiastical  dignities  : 
yet,  notwithstanding,  after  that  Henry,  the  emperor,  was  gone  from 
Rome,  Paschal,  the  pope,  greatly  repenting  and  sorrowing  for  that 
he  had  done  (in  allowing  and  confirming  the  privileges  of  emperors 
through  fear),  touching  the  giving  and  disposing  of  ecclesiastical  func- 
tions, excommunicated  the  emperor,  and,  in  a  synodal  council  at  Late-  Prie«t« 
ran, ordained  and  decreed,  that  he  should  be  had  and  accounted  a  wicked  Jhlt 
enemy,  who  would  take  any  ecclesiastical  function  or  preferment  at  the  ™* 
hands  of  a  civil  magistrate ;  whereupon  were  made  these  decrees,  ques-  hand. or » 
tion  sixteen,  chapters  seven,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen  and  sixteen.  r1n*,," 

Therefore,  when  these  decrees  touching  the  designation  of  bishops 
in  spite  and  contempt  of  the  emperor,  were  practised  and  put  in  use, 
and  when  now  (especially  by  the  means  and  procurement  of  the 
bishops)  intestine  and  civil  wars  began  to  rise  in  the  empire,  the 
imperial  jurisdiction  in  this  matter  was  not  only  weakened  and  much 
debilitated,  but  also,  in  a  manner,  utterly  broken  and  lost.  For 
when  Henry  V.,  the  emperor,  was  sharply  of  Lothairc,  and  his 
vassals,  the  bishops,  beset,  and  laid  unto  by  the  provocation  of  the 
pope,  and  was  mightily,  by  the  bishops  that  took  his  part  on  the 
other  side,  requested  and  entreated  (in  hope  of  public  peace  and 
tranquillity),  that  he  would  condescend  and  somewhat  yield  to  the 
pope's  demands:  he,  at  length  (the  more  was  the  pity),  that  he 
might  be  reconciled  and  have  peace  with  pope  Calixtus  II.  (a.d. 
1119),  in  the  city  of  Worms,  parted  from  and  with  that  his  pre-  Henry  v. 
rogntive  or  jurisdiction  of  giving  ecclesiastical  preferments  to  the  St  jjfrre 
pope  and  his  prelates,  now  more  tlian  three  hundred  years  (from  the  gj*JJ  °f 
time  of  Charlemagne)  in  the  hands  of  the  emperors  of  Rome;  and 
until  this  time,  with  great  fortitude  and  princely  courage  conserved 
and  kept ;  which  resignation  turned  to  no  small  detriment  both  of 
the  church  of  Christ  and  the  christian  commonwealth. 

Then  first,  and  never  before,  the  bishop  of  Rome  obtained  and  The  eiec- 

auictly  enjoyed  that  prerogative  of  election  and  bestowing  of  bene-  ten  to  the 
ces,  which  he  so  long  before,  with  such  great  policies,  now  secretly,  SJ?" - 
now  openly,  and  now  with  force,  had  sought  for.  And  Gratian 
showeth,  in  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  canons,  with  what  sufficient 
and  good  authority  he  will  prove,  that  before  this  time  the  same  autho- 
rity was  given  to  the  city  of  Rome  for  the  election  of  the  pope  without 
the  consent  of  the  emperor ;  and  what  good  stuff  he  putteth  in  the 
latter,  and  how  subtilly  that  papistical  flatterer,  or  pontifical  parasite, 
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hath  forged  the  same,  both  Carolus  Molineus  sufficiently  in  diver? 
places  hath  noted,  and  by  the  observation  of  times  may,  by  an  ordi- 


A.D.  nary  historiographer,  who  hath  read  the  French  and  German  his- 
tories,  soon  be  espied  and  discerned.  For  first,  five  bishops,  one 
1250  a^er  anotnei\  succeeded  this  Gregory  IV.,  upon  whom  the  twcntv- 
ninth  canon  is  entitled  or  fathom  I ;  tliat  is,  Scrgius  II.,  John  VIII., 
Adrian  II.,  John  IX.,  and  Adrian  III. ;  which  Adrian,  by  force 
wresting  the  authority  of  the  election  from  the  people,  was  made 
pope ;  whereas  Gregory  (specially  to  be  noted)  would  not  take  on 
him  the  papacy  before  the  emperor  had  consented  to  his  election. 
After  this,  Molineus  compareth  Raphael  Volateran  with  the 
thirtieth  canon,  which  again  is  suspected.  For  why  ?  When  Euge- 
nius  was  bishop,  who  was  the  successor  of  tliis  Paschal,  with  whom 
Louis  the  Pious  is  said  to  have  made  a  league  or  paction,  the  same 
Louis,  with  his  son  Lothaire,  together  with  the  help  of  the  king  of 
the  Romans  at  Rome,  made  laws,  both  for  all  his  subjects  in  the 
empire,  as  also  for  the  Romans  themselves ;  speaking  nothing  of  the 
renewing  of  the  decree  made  by  Lothaire.  Then  again,  how  could 
Leo  IV.  write  to  Lothaire  and  Louis,  the  emperors,  that  counterfeit 
or  forged  decree  beginning  with  '  Constitution  &c,  when  in  the  same, 
mention  is  made  of  Henry  the  Fowler,  and  of  Otho  I.,  who  reigned 
more  than  fourscore  years  after  them ;  and  of  Leo  IV.,1  bishop  of 
Rome. 

Now  with  what  face  dare  this  fond  fellow  Gratian  make  Otho  I.  to 


and  be  the  author  of  the  thirty-first  canon,  when  Otho  deprived  John  XII. 
iKSy  of  the  papacy ;  and  not  only  took  nothing  from  tne  imperial  juris- 
i"hr*rg"  diction  concerning  the  election,  nor  from  the  city  of  Rome,  nor  any 
dccre««.  other  bishops  subject  to  the  Roman  empire,  but  added  somewhat 
more  thereunto,  as  was  said  before.  And  yet,  so  shameless  and  sense- 
less was  this  Gratian,  that  he  durst  obtrude  and  lay  before  the  reader 
such  manifest  fraud  and  evident  legerdemain  (feigned  and  made  of  his 
own  brains  in  the  compiling  of  this  decree),  being  so  necessary,  as  he 
thought,  for  the  dominion  and  primacy  of  the  Roman  bishops,  in  the 
stead  of  good  and  true  laws  ;  neither  fearing  that  the  same  might  be 
after  his  days  reprehended,  neither,  to  his  great  shame  and  discredit, 
to  him  attributed.  Where  also  by  the  way  is  to  be  noted,  that  as 
this  graceless  Gratian,  to  please  these  holy  fathers,  and  to  erect  their 
kingdom,  would  give  such  an  impudent  attempt  to  the  blinding 
and  deceiving  of  all  posterities,  inserting  for  grounded  truths  and 
holy  decrees  such  loud  lies  and  detestable  doctrine,  what  may  be 
thought  of  the  rabble  of  the  rest  of  writers  in  those  days?  what 
attempts  might  hope  of  gain  cause  them  to  work,  by  whom,  and  such 
like,  is  to  be  feared  the  falsifying  of  divere  other  good  works  now 
extant,  in  those  perilous  times  written  ? 
J**  <*•»■  Thus,  when  the  bishop  had  once  wrested  this  authority  out  of  the 
emperor's  hands,  they  then  so  fortified  and  armed  themselves  and 
their  dominion,  that  although  afterwards  Frederic  In  grandfather  to 
this  good  emperor  Frederic  II.  as  also  Louis  the  Pious,  and  Henry 
of  Luxemburg  (as  men  most  studious  and  careful  for  the  dignities  of 
the  empire,  unfeigned  lovers  and  maintainers  of  the  utility  of  the 
commonweal,  and  most  desirous  of  the  preservation  and  prosperity  of 

(I)  Leo  IV.  *.».  M7toMI.-F.ft. 
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the  church)  did  all  their  endeavours,  with  singular  wisdom  and 


strength,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  to  recover  again  from  the  bishop  of . 
Rome  this  authority  of  the  imperial  jurisdiction  lost,  most  cruelly  A.D. 
and  wickedly  abusing  the  same,  to  the  destruction  of  the  empire,  the 
undoing  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  utter  subversion  of  the  church  1250. 
of  God ;  yet  could  they  not  be  able  to  bring  the  same  to  pass  in  those 


dark  and  shadowed  times  of  perverse  doctrine  and  errors  of  the  people,  goat 
and  most  miserable  servitude  of  civil  magistrates.  th»th»he' 
The  same  and  like  privilege  also  in  the  election  of  their  bishops  kcepeih. 
and  prelates,  and  in  the  disposing  of  ecclesiastical  offices,  as  the  JJJJ" 
emperor  of  Rome,  had  every  prince  and  kinij  in  their  several  domi-  caus,r  ?*- 

*  *    *  H  .  nlr«»<i  they 

nions  possessed.     For,  by  the  decree  of  the  council  of  Toledo,  to  muuio 
which  in  the  twenty-fifth  canon  and  sixty-third  distinction  is  men-  SSSSf 
tioned,  the  authority  of  creating  and  choosing  bishops  and  prelates  r*nce- 
in  Spain,  was  in  the  power  of  the  king  of  Spain.    The  like  also  by  junV«nd 
the  histories  of  Clovis,  Charlemagne,  Louis  IX.,  Philip  Augustus,  [""jj^j11 
Philip  the  Fair,  Charles  V.,  Charles  VI.,  and  Charles  VII.,  kings  of 
France,  is  apparent  and  well  known  ;  for  all  these  kings  had  the  do"M.h«d 
chief  charge  and  government  of  the  French  church,  and  not  the  tCuime 
bishops  of  Rome.  Xiwrf" 
And  by  our  English  histories  also,  as  you  heard,  it  is  manifest,  Section, 
that  the  authority  of  choosing  ecclesiastical  ministers  and  bishops  was 
always  in  the  kings  of  England,  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.,  who, 
by  the  labour  and  procurement  of  Anselm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
was  deprived  and  put  from  the  same. 

Also  the  princes  of  Germany  and  electors  of  the  emperor,  till  the 
time  of  Henry  V.,  had  all  (every  prince  severally  in  his  own  empire 
and  province)  the  same  jurisdiction  and  prerogative,  to  give  and 
dispose  ecclesiastical  functions  to  their  prelates  at  their  pleasure ;  and 
after  that,  it  appertained  to  the  people  and  prelates  together.  And 
how  in  the  reign  of  Frederic  the  prelates  got  unto  themselves  alone 
this  immunity,  John  of  Aventine,  in  his  Seventh  Book  of  the  Annals 
of  the  Boiores,  doth  describe. 

Also  it  is  probable,  that  the  kings  of  Sicily  had  the  same  faculty  in 
giving  and  disposing  of  their  ecclesiastical  promotions  and  charge  of 
churches ; 1  and  that  because  Frederic  defended  himself  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  therefore  (as  Fazellus  saith)  he  was 
excommunicated  by  Honorius  ;  but  that  Platina  and  Blondus  allege 
other  causes,  wherefore  he  was  excommunicated  by  Honorius,  I  am  not 
ignorant :  howbeit  he  who  will  compare  their  writings  with  those  of 
others,  who  write  more  indifferently  between  Honorius  and  him,  shall 
easily  find,  that  they  more  sought  the  favour  of  the  Roman  bishops, 
than  to  write  a  verity.    But  now  again  to  the  history  of  Frederic. 

Nicolaus  Cisnenis  affirmeth,  that  whilst  Frederic  the  emperor  D«th  or 
was  in  Sicily,  his  wife  Constantia  died  at  Catiana  or  Catana.  In  the  «^'^*rc 
mean  time  the  Christians,  who  with  a  great  navy  sailed  into  Egypt,  J**'™" 


and  took  the  city  Heliopolis,  commonly  called  Damatia,  and  long 
ago  named  Pelusinum,  being  in  good  hope  to  have  driven  the  Sultan,  r.rrat 
or  Soldan,  out  of  Egypt,  had  a  great  and  marvellous  overthrow  by  ""he"** 
the  conveying  of  the  water  of  the  river  Nile  (which  then  overflowed  jjjjj^ 
into  their  camp),  and  were  fain  to  accord  an  unprofitable  truce  with  Egypt. 
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the  Soldan  for  certain  years,  and  to  deliver  the  city  again ;  and  so 
departing  out  of  Egypt,  they  were  tain  to  come  to  Acre  and  Tyre, 
to  the  no  small  detriment  and  loss  of  the  christian  army.  Hereupon 
John,  surnamcd  Brennus,  king  of  Jerusalem,  arrived  in  Italy,  and 
prayed  aid  of  the  emperor  against  his  enemies,  in  whom  he  had  great 
nope  to  find  a  remedy  for  the  evils  and  calamities  before  declared  ; 
and  from  thence  he  went  to  Rome  to  the  pope,  declaring  unto  him 
the  great  discomfiture  and  overthrow  past,  as  also  the  present  peril 
and  calamity  that  they  were  in,  desiring  also  his  aid  therein.  By 
mentis  of  this  king  John  (as  Cisnerus  saith),  the  emperor  was  recon- 
Fmteric  filed  again  to  the  pope,  and  made  friends  together;  to  whom  also 
that  king  gave  Joel,  his  daughter,  in  marriage,  who  came  of  the 
daughter  of  Conrad,  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  marquis  of  Montserrat, 
with  whom  he  had  for  dowry  the  inheritance  of  the  kingdom  of 
Jerusalem,  as  right  heir  thereunto  by  her  mother ;  by  whom  also  he 
afterwards  obtained  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  promised 
that,  with  as  much  expedient  speed  as  he  might,  he  would  prepare  a 
power  for  the  recovery  of  Jerusalem,  and  be  there  himself  in  person  ; 
which  thing  to  do,  for  that  upon  divers  occasions  he  deferred  (whereof 
some  think  one  thing,  some  another),  pope  Honorius,  unto  whom  he 
was  lately  reconciled,  purposed  to  have  made  against  him  some  great 
and  secret  attempt,  had  lie  not  been  by  death  prevented ;  upon  whom 
were  made  these  verses : — 

"  O  pater  Honori,  multorum  nate  dolori, 
Est  tibi  decori  vivere,  vade  mori." 

After  Honorius  III.  succeeded  Gregory  IX.,  a.d.  1227,  as  great 
ilnauin  an  enemy  to  Frederic  as  was  Honorius ;  this  Gregory  came  of  the  race 
VtrJ<w  t'0  wno,n  l',e  emperor,  as  before  ye  heard,  condemned  of  treason  wliich  they 
u  Han  i  wrought  against  him.    This  pope  was  scarcely  settled  in  his  papacy, 
when  he  threatened  Frederic  greatly  with  excommunication,  unless 
he  would  prepare  himself  to  go  into  Asia  according  to  his  promise, 
as  ye  heard  before,  to  king  John  of  Jerusalem  ;  and  what  the  cause 
was  why  the  pope  so  hastened  the  journey  of  Frederic  into  Asia,  you 
£iwth  *lear  nerca^er-    *n  effect,  he  could  not  well  bring  that  to  pass, 

to  fro  into  which  in  his  mischievous  mind  he  had  devised,  unless  the  emperor 
awM*  were  further  from  him.  Notwithstanding,  Frederic,  it  should  seem, 
JJ*"r  smelling  a  rat,  or  mistrusting  somewhat  (as  well  he  might),  alleged 
u  an^r  divers  causes  and  hindrances,  as  lately  and  truly  he  did  to  Honorius. 

Fazellus,  a  Sicilian  writer,  saith,  that  the  special  cause  of  the 
emperors  stay  was,  for  the  oath  of  truce  and  peace  during  certain 
years,  which  was  made  between  the  Saracens  and  Christians,  as  you 
heard,  which  time  was  not  yet  expired. 
Thpcaw*     The  same  Fazellus  also  writetn  thus  of  king  John  of  Jerusalem, 
•uyhofth«  ^Ult  wnen  ms  daughter  was  brought  to  Rome,  the  emperor  and  the 
.mprmr'i  pope  were  reconciled  together.    And  being  called  up  to  Rome  to 
wJaTi*.  celebrate  the  marriage,  pope  Gregory,  as  the  manner  of  those  proud 
prelates  is,  offered  his  right  foot  unto  the  emperor  to  kiss.    But  the 
emperor,  not  stooping  so  low,  scarcely  with  his  lip  touched  the  upper 
part  of  1  lis  knee,  and  would  not  kiss  his  foot ;  which  thing  the  pope 
took  in  very  evil  part,  and  was  therewith  marvellously  offended.  But 
as  no  opportunity  at  that  time  served  to  revenge  his  conceived  grudge 
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and  old  malice,  he  dissembled  the  same,  as  he  might  for  that  time,  » «rt 
thinking  to  rccompcncc  it  fully,  as  time  would  serve  and  fall  out  for  '  '' 
that  purpose.  A.D. 

After  this,  it  happened  that  the  emperor,  hearing  how  the  Chris-  V2*J 
tians  were  oppressed  by  the  Soldan  in  Syria,  and  that  from  Arsacida  1250. 

there  came  a  great  power  against  the  christian  princes,  made  the  more  

haste,  and  was  with  more  desire  encouraged  to  set  forward  his  journey 
into  Asia.    Wherefore,  assembling  the  nobility  of  the  empire  at 
Ravenna  and  Cremona,  he  gave  in  commandment  to  Henry,  his  son,  prep»ra- 
whom  not  long  before  he  caused  to  be  created  Caesar,  that  he  should  ''""^"U 
persuade  the  nobles  and  princes  of  the  empire,  that  they  all  would  Faerie, 
be  ready  to  put  to  their  helping  hands,  in  furthering  this  his  journey  thereof, 
and  enterprise.    This  writeth  Fazellus ;  howbeit,  some  others  affirm 
that  these  things  were  done  in  the  time  of  Honorius.    But,  how- 
soever the  matter  is,  this  thing  is  manifest ;  that  Frederic,  to  satisfy 
the  pope's  desire,  who  never  would  give  over,  but  by  all  means  sought 
to  provoke  him  forward,  gave  him  at  length  his  promise,  that  by  a 
certain  time  he  would  prepare  an  army,  and  fight  himself  against  those 
who  kept  from  him  the  city  of  Jerusalem  (which  thing  he  also  con- 
fesscth  himself  in  his  epistles,  and  also  how  he  desired  and  obtained, 
of  the  peers  and  nobility  of  the  empire,  their  aid  thereunto),  and 
he  also  appointed  a  convenient  time  when  they  should  be  at  Brun- 
dusium. 

In  the  mean  season,  he  with  all  his  power  and  endeavour  made 
speedy  and  hasty  preparation  for  the  wars.  He  rigged  and  manned 
a  puissant  navy  ;  he  had  the  most  picked  men  and  best  soldiers  that 
were  in  every  country,  and  made  warlike  provision  and  furniture  for 
every  thing  that  to  such  a  voyage  and  expedition  .appertained. 
Neither  was  the  matter  slacked,  but,  at  the  time  appointed,  great 
bands  assembled  and  mustered,  both  of  German  soldiers  and  others, 
who,  under  their  captains  appointed,  set  forth  and  marched  to  Brun- 
dusium  (their  generals  were  l'huringus,  and  Sigibert,  and  Augustine 
the  bishop) ;  where  they  for  a  long  time  lying,  and  attending  the 
emperors  coming,  being  let  by  infirmity  and  sickness,  great  pesti-  Gt««t 
lenee  and  sundry  diseases  molested  them,  by  reason  of  the  great  heat  £*,™M 
and  intemperance  of  that  country,  and  many  a  soldier  there  lost  his  enni«wrt 
life,  among  whom  also  died  Thuringus,  one  of  their  generals.  The  ani,y' 
emperor,  when  he  had  somewhat  recovered  his  health,  with  all  his 
navy  launched  out,  and  set  forward  to  Brundusium.  And  when  he 
came  to  the  straits  of  Peloponesus  and  Crete,  being  islands  lying  in 
the  sea,  and  there  for  lack  of  convenient  wind  was  staid,  suddenly  the 
emperor  (his  diseases  growing  upon  him  again)  fell  sick ;  and  sending 
before,  all  or  the  most  part  of  his  bands  and  ships  into  Palestine, 
promising  them  most  assuredly  to  come  after  and  follow  them  as 
soon  as  he  might  recover  and  get  never  so  little  health,  he  himself 
with  a  few  ships  returned  and  came  to  Brundusium,  and  from  thence, 
for  want  of  health,  went  into  Apulia. 

When  tidings  hereof  came  to  the  pope's  ear,  he  sent  out  his  thun-  The  m* 
dering  curses  and  new  excommunications  against  the  emperor.  The 
causes  whereof  I  find  noted  and  mentioned  in  his  own  letters ;  that cjU'"' thi 
is,  how  that  when  he  had  robbed  and  taken  from  Brundusium  the  for  suy- 
prince  of  Thuringia,  his  horses,  his  money,  and  other  rich  furniture  of 
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ffenrp  his  house  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  sailed  into  Italy ;  not  for  the 

  intent  to  make  war  against  the  Turk,  but  to  convey  his  prey  that  he 

A.  D.  had  stolen  and  taken  away  from  Brundusium ;  and  so,  neglecting  his 
1227  oath  and  promise  which  he  had  made,  and  feigning  himself  to  be  sick, 
1250    'u'  00:016  nome  again:  and  that  by  his  default  also,  Damietta  was 

 —  lost,  and  the  host  of  the  Christians  sore  afflicted.    Fazellus,  besides 

these  causes  spoken  of  before,  doth  write  that  the  pope  alleged  these 
also;  that  he  seduced  a  certain  damsel  who  was  in  the  queen's 
nursery,  and  that  he  slew  his  wife  Joel  when  he  had  whipped  her  in 
the  prison,  for  declaring  the  mischievous  act  to  her  father  king  John. 
But  all  the  writers,  and  also  Blondus  himself  doth  declare,  that  this 
Joel  died  after  the  publication  of  the  prescript  and  excommunication ; 
wherefore  the  pope  could  not  without  great  shame  allege  as  the  cause 
the  death  of  Joel,  for  undoubtedly  the  truth  is,  that  she,  of  her  son 
The  em-  Conrad,  died  in  childbed.  Then  Frederic,  to  repel  and  avoid  the 
i^th  aforesaid  slanders,  sendeth  the  bishop  of  Brundusium  and  other  legates 
uifulwii  t0  Rome,  whom  the  pope  would  not  suffer  to  come  to  his  " 


whiculde  nc'^,cr  yc'  t°  *ne  councils  of  the  cardinals  to  make  his  purgation. 
«K»in»t  Wherefore  the  emperor,  to  purge  himself  of  the  crimes  which  the 
buietten  pope  did  so  falsely  accuse  him  of,  both  to  all  christian  kings,  and 
totS*1"*  especially  to  the  princes  of  Germany,  and  all  the  nobles  of  the  empire, 
writeth  his  letters  (which  are  to  be  seen),  that  those  things  are  both 
false  and  also  feigned,  and  of  the  pope's  own  head  invented;  and 
showeth,  how  that  his  ambassadors  with  his  purgation  could  not  be 
suffered  to  come  to  the  pope's  presence ;  also  doth  largely  describe, 
how  unthankful  and  ungrateful  the  bishops  of  Rome  were  towards 
him  for  the  great  benefits,  which  both  he  and  also  his  predecessors 
had  bestowed  upon  them  and  the  Roman  church  ;  whicn  letter,  for 
that  it  is  over  tedious  here  to  place,  considering  the  discourse  of  the 
history  is  somewhat  long,  the  sum  of  the  purgation  is  this  : — 

He  protcsteth  and  declareth  universally,  that  he  had  always  great 
care  for  the  christian  commonwealth,  and  that  he  had  determined 
even  from  his  youth  to  fight  against  the  Turks  and  Saracens ;  and 
for  that  occasion  he  made  a  promise  to  the  princes  electors  of  Aqui- 
taine,  how  that  he  would  take  the  war  upon  him.  Afterwards  he 
renewed  his  promise  at  Rome,  when  he  was  consecrated  by  Honorius, 
then  when  he  married  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  who  was 
an  heir  of  the  same.  And  because  that  kingdom  might  be  defended 
and  kept  from  the  injuries  of  the  enemies,  and  because  he  favoured  it 
even  as  he  did  his  own,  he  prepared  a  huge  navy,  and  gathered 
together  a  strong  army  of  men,  neither  did  he  neglect  any  thing 
tliat  belonged  to  the  furniture  of  the  war.  But  when  the  time  was 
come,  and  his  band  was  gathered  together,  his  sickness  would  not 
suffer  him  to  be  there ;  and  afterwards,  when  he  had  recovered  the 
same,  and  came  to  Brundusium,  and  from  thence  without  any  dis- 
turbance went  forthwith  to  sea,  he  fell  into  the  same  sickness  again, 
by  which  he  was  hindered  of  his  purpose,  which  thing  (saith  he)  he 
is  able  to  prove  by  sufficient  testimony.  How  the  pope  also  doth 
lav  the  losing  of  Damietta,  and  other  things  which  prospered  not 
well  with  him,  unjustly  to  his  charge;  whereas  he  had  made  great 
provision  for  that  journey,  both  of  soldiers  and  of  other  necessary 
things.    But  he  that  will  understand  these  things  more  plainly, 
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among  other  epistles  of  Petrus  de  Vineis,  written  in  the  name  of  Hmry 
Frederic,  let  him  read  these  especially  which  begin  thus :  "  In  admi- 


rationem,  et  justitiam,  et  innocentiam,  et  levate  oculos."  And  truly,  A.  D. 
even  as  Frederic  the  emperor  declareth  in  his  letters  concerning  122' 
this  matter,  all  the  old  writers  of  Germany  do  accord  and  agree  in 

the  same.   '- 

Matthew  Paris  also  briefly  collcctcth  the  effect  of  another  letter 
which  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  England,  complaining  unto  him  of 
the  excommunication  of  the  pope  against  him,  whose  words  are 
these : — 


And  amongst  other  catholic  princes  (saith  he)  he  alao  wrote  hia  letters  unto  a  l. 
the  king  of  England,  embulled  with  gold ;  declaring  in  the  same,  that  the  of  ,ne  ™»- 
bishop  of  Rome  was  so  inflamed  with  the  fire  of  avarice  and  manifest  con-  [hiking 
cupiscence,  that  he  was  not  contented  with  the  goods  of  the  church,  which  were  of  Eng- 
innumerable ;  but  also  that  he  shamed  not  to  bring  princes,  kings,  and  emperors,  Ufld- 
to  be  subjects  and  contributors  to  him,  and  so  to  disherit  them,  and  put  them 
from  their  kingly  dignities :  and  that  the  king  of  England  himself  had  good 
experiment  thereof,  whose  father  (that  is  to  say,  king  John)  they  so  long  held 
excommunicate,  till  they  had  brought  both  him  and  his  dominions  under 
servitude,  and  to  pay  unto  him  tribute.    Also  that  many  have  experience  of  Many 
the  same  by  the  earl  of  Toulouse  and  divers  other  princes,  who  so  long  held  J,"^"™* 
their  persons  and  lands  in  interdict,  till  they  might  bring  them  into  like  servi-  p^nce 
tude.    I  pass  by  (saith  he)  the  simonies  and  sundry  sorts  of  exactions  (the  °f  the 
like  whereof  was  never  yet  heard)  which  daily  are  used  amongst  the  eccle-  SJJjJ^ 
siastical  persons,  besides  their  manifest  usury,  yet  so  cloaked  and  coloured  to 
the  simple  sort,  that  therewithal  they  infect  the  whole  world.     They  be 
sugared  and  embalmed  simonists,  the  insatiable  horse-leeches  or  blood-suckers, 
saying,  that  the  church  of  Rome  is  our  mother  and  nurse,  whereas  it  is  indeed 
the  most  polling  court  in  the  universal  world,  the  root  and  right  mother  of  all  The 
mischief;  using  and  exercising  no  motherly  doings  or  deeds,  but  bringing  forth  Jj1^0"  of 
the  right  exercises  of  a  wicked  step-dame,  making  sufficient  proof  thereof  by  mother  of 
her  manifest  fruits  to  all  the  world  apparent.    Let  the  barons  of  England  con-  mischief, 
sider  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  whom  pope  Innocent  by  his  bulls,  encouraged 
to  rise  and  rebel,  with  one  consent,  against  their  sovereign  lord  and  prince  king  Klng 
John,  your  father,  as  an  obstinate  enemy  to  the  church  of  Rome.    Rut,  after  John's 
tliat  the  king  (far  out  of  square),  remembering  himself,  had  crouched  unto  him,  JjJSj' 
and  obliged  both  himself  and  kingdom  to  the  church  of  Rome,  more  like  a  the  pope 
woman  than  a  man  ;  and  that  the  wise  barons  whom  the  pope  had  first  main-  blamed 
tained  and  stirred  up,  without  all  shame,  either  of  the  world,  or  fear  of  God,  had  ^pewr. 
'done  the  same,  he  sought  how  he  might  with  gaping  mouth  devour  and  consume 
the  sweet  fat  from  them,  whom  he  had  miserably  to  death  betrayed  and  dis- 
herited, as  the  manner  of  the  Roman  bishops  is ;  by  whose  greedy  avarice  it 
came  to  pass,  that  England,  the  prince  of  provinces,  was  brought  under 
miserable  subjection  and  tribute.    Behold  the  manners  and  conditions  of  our 
Roman  bishops ;  behold  the  snares  wherewith  these  prelates  do  seek  to  entangle 
men  withal,  to  wipe  their  noses  of  their  money,  to  make  their  children  bondmen, 
to  disquiet  such  as  seek  to  live  in  peace,  being  clothed  with  sheep's  clothing, 
when  indeed  they  be  but  ravening  wolves,  sending  their  legates  hither  and  Who 
thither  to  excommunicate  and  suspend  ;  as  having  power  to  punish  whom  they  u,,'.  n. 
list,  not  sowing  the  seed,  that  is  the  word  of  God,  to  fructify,  but  that  they  may  »ening 
bribe  and  poll  men's  persons,  and  reap  that  which  they  never  did  sow.    Thus  in 
cometh  it  to  pass,  that  they  spoil  th.e  holy  churches  and  houses  of  God,  which  clothing, 
should  be  a  refuge  for  the  poor,  and  the  mansion-houses  of  saints,  which  our 
devout  and  simple  parents  to  that  purpose  builded  and  ordained  to  the  refection- 
of  poor  men  and  pilgrims,  and  to  the  sustcntation  of  such  as  were  well  disposed 
and  religious.    But  these  degenerate  varlets,  whom  only  letters  have  made  both 
mad  and  malapert,  do  strive  and  gape  to  be  both  kings  and  emperors. 

Doubtless  the  primitive  church  was  builded  and  laid  in  poverty  and  sim-  Christ's 
plicity  of  life,  ana  then  as  a  fruitful  mother  begat  she  those  her  holy  children,  jjjijjj  in 
whom  the  catalogue  of  saints  now  maketh  mention  of ;  and  verily  no  other 
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foundation  can  be  laid  of  any  other  church,  than  that  which  is  laid  by  Jesus 
Christ.    But  this  church,  as  it  Hwimmeth  and  walloweth  in  all  superfluity  of 
riches,  and  doth  build  and  raise  the  frame  in  all  superfluous  wealth  and  glory,  so 
is  it  to  be  feared  lest  the  walls  thereof  in  time  full  to  decay,  and  when  the  walls  be 
down,  utter  ruin  and  subversion  follow  after.    Against  us,  He  knoweth,  who  is 
the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  how  furiously  these  Catholics  rage  and  go  to  work, 
saying,  and  therefore  excommunicating  me,  that  I  will  not  take  upon  me  the 
2jJ .      journey  I  have  promised  beyond  the  seas;  whereas  inevitable  and  most  urgent 
church  u  cause»  and  perils,  as  well  to  the  church  of  God,  as  also  to  the  empire,  besides 
nit  super-  the  annoyance  of  mine  infirmity  and  sickness,  do  detain  me  at  home,  and  stay 
c"'!/ the        5amc»  Dut  especially  the  insolency  of  the  rebellious  Sicilians.    For  why  ? 
pope"*      neither  do  we  think  it  safety  to  our  empire,  nor  expedient  to  the  christian  state, 
chun  h     that  we  should  now  take  our  journey  into  Asia,  leaving  behind  us  at  home  such 
OufA  *    intestine  and  civil  wars ;  no  more  for  a  good  surgeon  to  lay  a  healing  plaister  to 
church,    a  grievous  wound  new  made  and  stricken  with  the  sword.    In  conclusion,  also, 
this  he  addeth,  admonishing  all  the  princes  of  the  world,  that  they  would  beware 
and  take  heed  (by  their  avaricious  iniquity)  of  like  peril  and  danger  to  them- 
selves, because  that,  as  the  proverb  is,  "  It  behoveth  liim  to  look  about,  that 
seeth  his  neighbour's  house  on  fire."1 

But  now,  tliat  Frederic  the  emperor  might  in  very  deed  stop  the 
mouth  of  the  cruel  pope,  who  did  persist  and  go  forward  stilr  in  his 
excommunication  against  him  ;  and  that  he  might  declare  to  the  whole 

joumc"  wor^  how  tuat  tne  ^ast  vear  ne  delayed  not  his  journey  by  his  own 
o°fUth«y   voluntary  will,  but  by  necessity  ;  when  he  had  devised  and  prepared 
lolcla-  nil  things  meet  for  the  war,  and  that  he  had  gathered  together,  and 
•aiem.     levied  a  great  army  of  men,  he  departed  from  thence  to  Brundusium, 
committing  the  government  of  his  kingdom  to  Reinald,  the  son  of 
duke  Spoletus,  and  to  Anselm,  a  baron  of  Instigensis,  and  came  by 
sea  to  Cyprus,  with  his  host. 

From  Cyprus,  the  emperor  with  his  whole  navy  sailed  to  Joppa, 
which  city  he  fortified,  because  the  passages  by  land  were  stopped  and 
kept  by  the  enemies,  and  by  sea  ne  might  not  pass  nor  travel,  by 
means  of  the  extreme  weather  and  tempest ;  whereby  it  came  to  pass, 
that  within  short  space  they  lacked  victuals,  and  were  sorely  afflicted 
The  cm-  with  famine.    Then  fell  they  to  prayer,  and  made  their  humble  sup- 
plication  to  God ;  with  whose  tears  his  wrath  being  appeased,  the 
Md'by'   great  tempest,  and  long  continued  foul  weather  ceased,  whereby  (the 
seas  being  now  calm)  they  had  both  victuals  in  great  plenty,  and  all 
other  necessary  things  for  their  need  brought  unto  tnem ;  whereby 
immediately  it  came  to  pass,  that  both  the  emperor  and  his  army,  as 
also  the  inhabitants  of  Joppa  were  greatly  refreshed  and  animated, 
and,  on  the  other  side,  their  enemies  being  disappointed  of  their 
purpose,  were  greatly  discouraged  ;  insomuch  that  the  king  of  Egypt, 
who  with  great  power,  accompanied  by  Scarapho,  his  brother,  prince 
of  Gaza,  and  the  prince  of  Damascus,  their  nephew,  with  manv  other 
dukes  and  nobles,  had  encamped  themselves  within  one  day's  journey 
of  Joppa,  thinking  to  besiege  the  same,  were  contented  upon  the 
coining  of  the  emperor  s  heralds  to  them,  to  treat  of  a  peace  ;  where- 
upon ambassadors  were  sent  unto  them  with  the  emperors  demands 
'right  profitable  to  the  christian  commonweal.    The  Saracens,  imme- 
Pcace     diately  consulting  upon  the  same,  yielded  thereto ;  so  that  a  peace  for 
ten  "cart,  ten  years  was  concluded,  and  confirmed  by  solemn  oath  on  the  behalf 
of  both  princes,  according  to  their  several  usages  and  manner :  the 

(I)  Mstth.  Psito.  p.  69. 
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form  and  condition  of  which  articles  of  peace,  briefly  collected,  arc 
these : — 

I.  That  Frederic  the  emperor  should  be  crowned  and  anointed  Icing  of  Jeru-  ^.'.^ 
salcm,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  kings  of  Jerusalem  before  him. 

II.  That  all  the  lands  and  possessions  which  were  situate  betwixt  Jerusalem 
and  Ptolomaida,  and  the  greatest  part  of  Palestine,  and  the  cities  of  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  which  were  in  Syria,  and  all  other  territories  which  Baldwin  IV.  at  any  thaTnrki 
time  had  occupied  there,  should  be  delivered  unto  him,  only  certain  castles  f£lcfcri*' 


///. 


122'J 

to 
1250. 


III.  That  he  might  fortify  and  build  what  fortresses  and  castles,  cities  and 
towns,  he  thought  good  in  all  Syria  and  Palestine. 

I V.  That  all  the  prisoners  who  were  in  the  Saracens'  hands,  should  be  ran- 
somed freely,  and  sent  home.  And  again,  that  the  Saracens  might  have  leave, 
without  armour,  to  come  into  the  temple  where  the  Lord's  sepulchre  is,  to  pray; 
and  that  they  should  still  hold  and  keep  Chratum,  and  the  King's  Mount. 

Frederic  now,  because  he  thought  the  conclusion  of  this  peace  to 
be  both  necessary  and  also  profitable,  for  all  Christians,  and  had  also 
gotten  as  much  thereby  as  if  the  wars  had  continued,  sent  his  legates  Leu*™ 
with  letters  into  the  west,  to  all  christian  kings,  princes,  and  poten-  &  uTIhe 
tates,  as  also  to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  declaring  unto  them  the  circum-  JjJftJJL 
stance  and  success  of  his  journey  and  wars,  as  partly  ye  have  heard  ;  of  hi. 
requiring  them  that  they  also  would  praise  and  give  God  thanks  for  ,ucccs* 
his  good  success  and  profitable  peace  concluded  :  and  he  desireth  the 
pope,  that  forasmuch  as  he  had  now  accomplished  his  promise,  neither 
was  there  now  any  cause  wherefore  he  should  be  with  him  displeased, 
that  he  might  be  reconciled  and  obtain  his  favour. 

In  the  mean  season  the  emperor,  with  all  his  army,  marchcth  to 
Jerusalem,  where,  upon  Easter-day,  a.d.  1229,  he  was,  with  great  The  cm- 
triumph  and  comfort  of  all  his  nobles,  and  also  of  the  magistrates  of  £™ncd 
that  kingdom  (only  the  patriarch  of  Cyprus,  the  king's  legate,  ami 


Oliver,  the  master  or  captain  of  the  Temple,  with  his  company 
excepted),  solemnly  and  with  great  applause  crowned  king. 

After  this,  the  emperor  re-edifieth  tne  city  and  walls  thereof,  which 
by  the  Saracens  were  beaten  down  and  battered.  He  also  furnishcth 
it  with  munition,  buildeth  up  the  churches  and  temples  that  were 
ruinous,  and  fortifieth  Nazareth  and  Joppa  with  strong  garrisons, 
victuals,  and  all  other  things  necessary. 

Now  see  and  behold,  I  pray  you,  whilst  Frederic  was  thus  occupied 
in  the  kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  what  practices  the  pope  had  in  Italy ; 
not,  I  warrant  you,  any  whit  at  all  careful  in  the  affairs  of  the  christian 
commonwealth,  but  studying  and  labouring  what  mischief  and  spite 
he  might  work  against  the  emperor,  whom  of  set  purpose  he  had  so 
occupied  (partly  for  hate,  and  partly  to  enrich  himself)  in  Asia  and 
Jerusalem,  so  far  out  of  Italy,  ye  may  be  sure.    First,  he  caused  the  The  ant 
soldiers  which  the  emperor  sent  for  out  of  Germany  to  the  maintenance  p'££jee0f 
of  the  holy  wars,  to  be  stayed  as  they  passed  through  Italy,  hindering  vw*  ci- 
thern of  their  journey,  and  taking  from  them,  and  spoiling  them  of  all  K°° 
such  provision  as  they  had.    And  not  only  this,  but  he  sent  secretly 
also  his  letters  into  Asia  to  those  that  were  of  his  own  faction ;  that 
is,  to  the  patriarch  of  Jerusalem,  and  to  the  soldiers  that  kept  the 
temple  and  the  hospital,  enticing  and  inciting  them  to  rebel  against 
the  emperor ;  which  thing  Blondus  himself,  that  popish  parasite  or 
historiographer,  dissembleth  not  nor  liidcth.    But  furthermore,  he 
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Hewn,  persuaded  the  princes  of  the  Saracens  that  they  should  make  no 

  league  nor  accept  any  truce  with  Frederic,  neither  deliver  up  to  him 

A.L).  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  which  letters,  as  they  were 
manifest  testimonies  of  his  treachery  and  treason  towards  him  whom 
God  had  instituted  and  made  his  liege  lord  and  sovereign,  and 
mightiest  potentate  upon  earth ;  so  was  it  his  will  that  he  should  come 
to  the  knowledge  thereof,  and  that  those  letters  should  fell  into  his 
hands.    And  that  he  kept  the  same  letters  for  the  more  credible 
testimony  thereof,  in  the  same  his  last  epistle  to  the  cliristian  princes, 
he  protestcth.   The  copy  of  which  letters,  amongst  his  other  epistles, 
you  shall  have  expressed. 
The  em-      Neither  were  the  pope's  letters  written  to  that  leavened  and  factious 
sect  in  vain  ;  for  the  patriarch  and  his  collegionere,  who  took  their 
thcn«'ret  namc  from  tue  Temple,  did  mightily  contend  against  Frederic. 
wh£hthe  They  raised  a  tumult  in  Ptolomaida  against  him  ;  they  accused  him 
b«t  and  his  legates  openly  of  treason ;  and  did  malapertly  and  boldly 
ilSt*  withstand  the  right  worthy  and  good  order  he  made  amongst  them. 
niMhim   ^ut  88        would,  by  the  help  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pisa  and  the 
Genoese,  and  the  Dutch  soldiers,  both  their  false  accusations  were 
refuted,  and  also  their  seditious  purpose  and  tumult  repressed.  And 
this  was  the  cause  that  when  all  other  men  rejoiced  and  were  glad 
of  the  emperor  s  coronation,  they,  as  wicked  confederators,  were  heavy 
thereat,  and  were  obtrectors  of  his  worthy  laud  and  fame. 
t>  e  «*.      The  pope,  when  he  had  thus  conspired  against  Frederic,  and  had 
■m«%  betrayed  him  to  the  public  enemy  of  all  christian  men, — the  Turk, 
^Sn.t  not  dissemble  tms  nis  mischievous  act,  nor  content  himself 

Frederic,  therewith,  but  would  devise  and  practice  yet  another.  For,  by  reason 
of  those  slanders  (which  a  little  before  I  mentioned)  of  the  death  and 
slaughter  of  his  wife  Joel,  he  incited  John  Brennus,  his  father-in-law, 
to  make  war  against  him,  who  caused  the  subjects  of  his  empire  to 
withdraw  from  him  their  allegiance,  as  also  the  inhabitants  of  Picenum, 
and  those  of  Lombardy.    And  thus,  joining  themselves  together, 
they  craved  further  aid  of  the  French  king,  whereby  they  made  a 
The      great  power.    That  done,  they  divided  their  host  into  two  armies, 
fSmk  invading  with  the  one  the  empire,  and  with  the  other  the  proper 
m  o'rhu  tcr"to"es  and  ditions  belonging  to  the  inheritance  of  Frederic ;  John 
hott.      Brennus  and  Pandulph  Savellanus  leading  the  one,  as  generals,  into 
Campania  and  the  kingdom  of  Naples;  and  the  other,  with  John 
Coluniina,  cardinal,  his  legate,  and  that  Thomas,  before  convicted  of 
treason,  being  his  lieutenant,  he  sendeth  into  Picenum. 

Of  this  treason  of  the  pope  against  Frederic  doth  also  Matthew 
Paris  make  mention,  during  his  wars  in  Asia,  who,  saith  he,  purposed 
to  have  deposed  him,  and  to  have  placed  "  any  other,  he  cared  not 
whom  (so  that  he  were  the  child  of  peace  and  obedience),  in  his 
stead.1"1  And  for  the  more  certainty  thereof,  the  said  Matthew 
Paris*  repeateth  the  letter  which  a  certain  earl  of  Styria  wrote  unto 
him  concerning  the  same,  which  letter  hereunder  ensuetn  word  for  word. 

To  the  high  and  mighty  prince,  Frederic,  by  the  grace  of  God,  emperor  of 
Rome,  and  ever  Augustus,  and  most  puissant  king  of  Sicily,  Thomas,  earl  of 
Actran,  hi*  faithful  and  trusty  subject  in  all  things,  humble  salutation.  After 

(1)  "  Alhun  qui 
(J)  Ibid.  fol  71. 
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ynu r  departure,  moat  excellent  prince,  Gregory,  the  bishop  of  Rome,  and  public  Heurg 
enemy  to  your  magnificence,  gathering  together  a  great  power  and  host  of  men  ;// 
by  Johannes  Brennus,  late  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  other  stout  captains,  whom    .  ^ 
he  hath  made  generals  of  the  same  his  host,  as  a  foreign  enemy  invading  your  ",.;.,g" 
dominions  and  the  possessions  of  your  highness'  subjects,  against  the  law  of 
Christianity,  hath  purposed  and  determined  to  vanquish  and  subdue  you  with 
the  material  or  temporal  sword,  whom  he  cannot  master  and  overcome  with  the 

Jtiritual  sword,  he  saith.  For  the  aforesaid  John  Brennus,  gathering  out  of 
ranee  and  other  provinces  near  adjoining  a  great  army,  giveth  unto  them  of 
the  treasure  he  hath  gotten  together  (by  what  means  I  cannot  tell)  great  wages, 
in  hope  to  recover  and  get  from  you  the  empire.  And  furthermore,  the  same 
John  and  others,  the  captains  of  the  see  apostolical,  invading  your  land,  burn 
and  destroy  all  as  they  go,  driving  away,  and  taking  for  their  booties,  all  that 
they  can  come  by,  as  well  cattle  as  other  things;  and  such  as  they  take  prisoners, 
they  constrain,  by  afflicting  them  with  grievous  punishments,  to  ransom  them- 
selves for  great  sums  of  money ;  neither  spare  they  man,  woman,  nor  child,  but 
take  and  keep  your  towns  and  castles,  having  no  regard  that  you  be  in  the 
service  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  further,  if  any  make  mention  of  your  majesty 
unto  him,  he  saith,  there  is  none  other  emperor  but  himself.  Your  friends  and 
subjects,  most  excellent  prince,  much  marvel  hereupon;  yea,  and  also  the 
clergy  themselves  of  the  empire,  do  marvel  with  what  conscience  or  upon  what 
consideration  the  bishop  of  Home  can  do  the  same,  making  such  bloody  wars 
and  slaughter  upon  christian  men ;  especially  seeing  that  Christ  commanded 
Peter,  when  he  struck  with  the  material  sword,  to  put  up  the  same  into  the 
scabbard,  saying,  "  All  that  strike  with  the  sword,  shall  perish  with  the  sword;" 
or  else,  by  what  law  he  daily  can  excommunicate  such  as  are  pirates,  burners 
of  men's  houses,  and  robbers,  when  he  is  the  patron  and  maintainor  of  such 
himself:  hereat  they  greatly  muse  and  marvel.  Wherefore,  most  mighty  and 
renowned  emperor,  I  beseech  your  highness  to  consider  your  own  safety,  for 
that  the  said  John  Brennus  hath  laid  and  fortified  all  the  ports  and  havens  with 
no  small  company  of  men  and  soldiers;  that  if  (not  knowing  thereof)  your 
*  grace  should  arrive  in  any  of  them,  the  same  garrisons  of  his  may  apprehend 
and  take  you  as  a  prisoner,  which  thing  to  chance,  God  forefend. 

Thus,  whilst  the  host  of  this  hostile  enemy  the  pope  was  encamped  wn*t 
in  the  dominions  of  Frederic,  he  received  the  letters  which  Frederic  J?"*"'"* 

inc  pop? 

by  his  legates  sent  into  Europe,  as  you  heard,  whereby  he  understood  b*ddtl 
the  good  success  he  had  in  Asia ;  who  not  only  took  no  delectation  deric  to 
at  all  therein,  but  was  also  in  a  vehement  perturbation  therewith.  ^alt  ■ 
Whereby  manifestly  it  may  appear,  what  was  the  cause  and  meaning  ™  Turk« 
of  the  pope,  that  he  was  so  solicitous  and  urgent  to  liave  Frederic 
the  emperor,  make  a  voyage  into  Asia.    Doubtless  even  the  same 
that  Pelias  had,  when  by  his  instigation  he  procured  Jason,  with  all 
the  chosen  youth  and  flower  of  Greece,  to  sail  into  Colchis  to  fetch 
away  the  golden  fleece  ;  and  that  by  the  opportunity  of  his  absence 
he  might  use,  or  rather  abuse,  his  power  and  tyranny,  and  that 
Frederic  might  either  be  long  afflicted  and  molested  in  the  Asiatic 
war,  or  that  he  might  perish  and  lose  his  life  therein,  was  what  he 
sought,  and  all  that  he  desired. 

And  when  he  saw  that  fortune  neither  favoured  his  fetches,  nor  The  pope 
served  his  longing  lust,  he  was  as  a  man  bereft  of  his  wits,  specially  '£aS^. 
at  these  tidings  of  the  prosperous  success  of  the  emperor.    He  tore  jf* 
and  threw  all  his  letters  on  the  ground,  and  with  all  opprobrious  p«ou» 
words  rebuked  and  reviled  the  legates  for  the  emperor  their  master's  ofthT* 
sake ;  which  thing  also  Blondus  himself  denicth  not,  though  he 
writeth  altogether  in  favour  of  the  pope.    And  to  the  intent  that  he 
might  cover  this  his  rage  and  unbridled  fury  with  some  cloak  and 
colour  of  justly  deserved  dolour,  he  feigned  himself  to  be  much 
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n**n  displeased  therewith,  as  though  the  emperor  therein  had  only  respected 
his  own  private  commodity,  not  regarding  the  utility  of  the  Christians ; 


A.  D.  because  the  Saracens  had  license,  although  without  armour  and  weapon, 


to  repair  unto  the  sepulchre  of  Christ,  and  had  left  for  them  some- 

1250.  wnat  near  tne  8ame  a  n08telry  or  lodg^g  place;  "  for  which  occa- 

  sion,"  saith  Blondus,  M  his  lord  pope  rebuked  the  emperor's  legates 

by  the  name  of  traitors  and  other  like  opprobrious  words. "    Now  go 


who  wrote  to,  friend  Blondus ;  by  what  strong  arguments  prove  you  and  your 
Tn  ST1"  1°"*         either  that  the  peace  which  the  emperor  hath  concluded 
pup*'*     was  against  the  christian  commonwealth,  or  that  the  emperor  was  a 
vour'    traitor  ?  But  who  is  it  tliat  seeth  not  these  things,  either  by  reading 
of  old  and  ancient  writers,  or  else  partly  by  me  who  have  gathered 
and  collected  the  same  out  of  divers  monuments  and  histories,  and 
plainly  perceivcth  not  the  conspiracies  and  treasons  of  your  good 
lord  the  pope,  so  notable  and  filthy,  as  also  his  manifest  shame  and 
infamy  ?   What  ?  there  be  divers  that  write  how  the  pope  commanded 
these  legates  of  Frederic  to  be  put  secretly  out  of  the  way,  and  also 
how  he  commanded  divers  soldiers,  returning  out  of  Asia,  to  be  slain, 
to  the  intent  that  none  should  hear  the  report  of  that  good  news  which 
was  in  Asia,  nor  any  go  thither  to  tell  the  fetches  he  had  in  hand  at 
home.    But  I  will  make  report  of  no  more  than  of  those  things 
which  all  the  writers,  with  most  consent,  agree  upon.    This  is  most 
certain,  that  the  pope  caused  this  rumour  to  be  spread  of  the  death 
and  taking  of  the  emperor  upon  this  consideration,  that  he  might 
allure  unto  him  the  fidelity  of  those  cities  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
which  yet  kept  their  allegiance  unto  Frederic,  of  whom  they  should 
now  hope  for  no  longer  refuge.    And  of  that  doth  the  emperor,  in 
his  epistle  entitled  *  Levate  oculos,"  greatly  against  him  complain, 
pnilctlwof    Great  are  these  injuries  of  the  pope  against  Frederic,  and  most 
pope  ore-  wicked  treasons.    But  herewith  could  not  his  cruel  and  tyrannical 
mind  be  contented,  nor  his  lust  satisfied,  but  it  so  far  exceeded,  as 
scarcely  is  it  credible  that  it  could  :  for  he  presumed  not  only  to  set 
tie  ton    variance  between  Henry  (whom  Frederic  his  father  had  caused  to  be 
tt^t?    made  king  of  Germany)  and  him,  but  also  by  his  allurements,  he 
^  f"E  caused  him  to  become  an  enemy  to  him.    To  whom  when  his  father 
ther  of    had  assigned  the  duke  of  Boioria,  named  Louis,  to  be  his  overseer 
and  counsellor,  neither  knew  he  amongst  all  the  princes  of  Germany 
a  man  more  faithful  to  him  in  his  office  and  duty,  or  more  virtuous, 
EE?*  or  more  grave  and  apt  to  be  in  authority :  Henry,  fearing  lest  he 


Uw  yarrt  should  understand  and  know  of  these  secret  counsels,  which  he  with 
mrn?~jrat-  his  conspirators  had  in  hand  against  his  father,  or  that  he  should 
IfiTOhu™  utter  the  same  to  him,  or  that  he  should  go  about  to  dissuade 
tnuty     him  from  what  he  was  purposed  to  do  by  authority  of  the  court 
for11"**'    and  senate  of  Rome,  he  put  him  out  of  office.    And  this  was  the 
fetch  of  all  their  policy,  that  together  and  at  one  instant,  but  in 
divers  and  sundry  places  far  one  from  another,  sharp  and  cruel  war 
might  be  made  against  the  emperor,  so  that  his  power  being  distract 
to  the  appeasing  of  variable  contention,  he  might  himself  be  the 
easier  oppressed  ot  a  tew. 

When  the  emperor  now  understood  what  stir  the  pope  kept  in  all 
his  dominions  in  his  absence,  and  that  he  had  somewhat  reformed 
and  appeased  the  troubles  which  he  secretly  had  wrought  him  in 
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the  kingdom  of  Jerusalem,  thinking  to  prevent  the  pope's  purpose 

XT1. 


in  that  he  went  about,  and  also  to  confirm  the  friendship  towards  him 
of  them  whom  in  his  absence  he  found  his  trusty  subjects;  lie  A.D. 
left  in  Asia,  Rcnaldus  with  his  garrisons,  commanding  all  the  other 
bands  to  be  under  his  appointment ;  and  with  all  speed  he  came  j25o 
forth  in  certain  gallics  to  Calabria.    During  the  time  of  his  being 


The  em- 
re- 


there,  who  unlooked  for  came  thither,  he  assembled  his  power,  jx-ror  r* 
and  made  with  his  friends  all  the  speedy  preparation  that  he  might.  5SS} 


icreth 

rcdiTir 
in  all  his 


From  thence  he  went  to  Berletta,  where  he  tarried  twenty  days,  to  *■*■' 
whom  came  the  duke  of  Spolitanum  with  all  his  garrisons ;  and  so 
from  thence  with  all  his  power  he  came  into  Apulia,  and  removed 
John  Brcnnus,  his  father-in-law,  from  the  siege  of  Calatia,  and  with- 
in a  short  time,  by  God's  help,  recovered  again  all  his  holds  and 
dominions  there.  And  from  thence  going  into  Campania,  he  winneth  o«d  p«« 
Bencventum,  and  as  many  other  towns  and  holds  as  the  pope  had  f 
there,  even  almost  to  Rome,  and  so,  after  that,  Umbria  and  Hcena. ' 
And  now,  although  the  emperor,  being  moved  thereunto  upon  good 
occasion  and  upon  the  pope's  worthy  desert,  had  gotten  and 
recovered  this  so  likely  an  entrance  upon  the  pope's  dominions, 
whereby  he  might  have  revenged  him  of  all  the  injuries  done  to  him ; 
yet,  notwithstanding,  because  he  preferred  nothing  before  the  chris- 
tian and  public  tranquillity,  for  the  love  of  which  he  restrained  his 
wrath,  so  vehemently  urged  and  kindled,  he  sendeth  unto  him  his 
legates  to  entreat  a  peace,  declaring  unto  him,  that  if  there  were  no 
other  conceived  grudge  towards  him  than  what  he  dissembled  and 
oretended,  he  promiseth  that  he  would  make  him  a  voluntary  account 
of  all  things  that  ever  he  had  done  in  his  life,  and  that  he  would  and 
was  contented  to  submit  himself  unto  the  church ;  and  also  that  for 
this  cause  he  willingly  offered  unto  him  both  duty  and  observance. 
Furthermore,  to  the  entreating  of  this  peace,  and  deciding  of  all 
controversies,  he  sent  to  the  pope  eight  or  ten  of  the  noblest  and 
chiefest  about  him  who  were  princes  and  dukes  of  the  empire ;  as 
Barthold,  the  patriarch  of  Aquileia,  and  his  brother  Otho,  prince  of 
Dalmatia  and  Istria,  Eberhardus  Juvanensis,  Sigifridus,  Regino- 
burgensis,  Sibbotus  Augustanus,  a  worthy  prelate,  Leopold  of 
Austria  and  Styria,  and  Bernhardus,  being  all  dukes ;  besides  others 
of  the  nobility  to  accompany  them. 

But  vet  so  great  was  the  insolence  and  pride  of  the  stubborn 
pope,  that  by  no  gentleness  or  beneficence  he  could  of  those 
princes  be  brought  that  year  to  the  profitable  concord  of  the  church 
and  Christian  commonweal.    O  worthy  head  !  that  challengeth  all  The  ^ 
authority  to  himself  in  the  church  of  Christ,  and  in  respect  of  his  own  »A«58 
wilful  revenge,  sctteth  nothing  by  the  health  and  utility  of  all  Chris-  Snathe 
tendom !    Then,  therefore,  when  nothing  could  be  done  in  the 
matter,  and  the  most  part  of  these  noblemen  departed  from  Rome, 
the  next  year  after,  with  much  ado,  a  peace  was  made  and  concluded 
between  them,  by  the  help  and  industry  of  Leopold  of  Austria,  Herman, 
captain  of  the  Dutch  soldiers,  and  the  president  of  Messania.  The 
pope  then  absolving  the  emperor  Frederic  of  his  excommunication,  ^ 
took  therefore  of  him  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  ounces  of  of  the 
gold,  restoring  to  him  again  the  titles  both  of  his  empire,  and  also  of  SUES?'" 
his  kingdoms.    Now,  considering  the  uncourteous  dealing  of  the  Uon- 
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unpi  pope  with  Frederic  the  emperor  herein,  who  can  sufficiently  muse 

 '—  and  marvel  at  the  shamclessness  of  Blondus,  who  hath  the  face 

A.  IX  to  write,  that  the  pope,  notwithstanding,  liad  dealt  more  gently  and 
~^    courteously  with  Frederic  than  was  meet,  or  beseemed  him  to  do  ? 
1250.  Who  is  it  that  doth  not  see  his  manifest  flattery,  coloured  neither 

  with  reason,  nor  secret  dissimulation  ?    But  much  more  truly  and 

better  writeth  Cuspinian  concerning  this  matter,  who  saith,  that  the 
pope  doth  occupy  very  profitable  merchandize,  who  for  so  much 
money  sclleth  what  he  received  freely,  paying  nothing  therefor,  if  he 
had  received  it  of  Christ  indeed,  as  fie  saith  he  had. 

And  yet  although  the  emperor  Frederic  concluded  with  the  pope 
this  unprofitable  peace  for  himself,  yet  he  performed  those  things 
that  were  agreed  upon  faithfully  and  diligently.    But  the  pope,  who 
thought  it  but  a  trifle  to  break  his  promise,  would  not  stand  to  the 
conditions  of  that  peace  he  made.    For  by  the  way,  to  pass  over 
other  things,  neither  had  he  restored,  as  he  promised,  the  customs  of 
the  land  of  Sicily,  neither  yet  the  city  Castcllana,  which  he,  before 
the  peace  concluded  between  them,  did  occupy  and  enjoy.    And  this 
Frederic  in  his  epistles  testifies,  and  also  Faiellus  in  his  eighth  book, 
writing  of  the  affairs  of  Sicily.    Still,  notwithstanding,  Frederic,  for 
the  quietness  and  utility  of  the  commonwealth,  purposed  with  himself 
to  bear  and  suffer  these  small  injuries,  and  further  studied  all  he 
what  be-  could,  as  well  by  liberal  gifts  as  otherwise,  to  have  the  pope  to  be  to 
the^m"  Mm1  a  trusty  friend.    As  when  the  Romans  and  others  of  the  ecclesi- 
p8™     astical  number  made  war  against  the  pope  for  certain  possessions 
h*ve  the  which  he  kept  of  theirs,  he  coming  to  him  at  Reatc,  and  as  one  that 
KSa*    tendered  the  unity  of  the  church,  and  thinking  to  help  the  pope 
whkh  he  at  n'8  carnc8t  request  in  these  matters,  sent  his  legates  unto  them, 
thai)      willing  them  to  lay  down  their  armour  which  against  the  pope  they 
never  get.  when  that  would  not  serve,  at  the  pope's  further  request 

and  desire,  he  levied  an  army  against  them  at  his  own  charge,  and 
drave  them  from  the  siege  of  Viterbium ;  with  other  such  like 
assured  tokens  of  amity  and  friendship  which  he  showed  him  ;  who, 
notwithstanding,  as  soon  as  the  emperor  was  departed  with  a  small 
company  which  he  took  with  him  into  Sicily,  leaving  with  him  the 
greater  part  of  his  army  for  the  maintenance  of  his  wars,  concluded  a 
a  wen  w-  P«*ce  with  the  Romans  unknown  to  the  emperor,  whom  he  had  pro- 
JJJJJJ"  cured  to  travail  and  labour  therein  with  great  expenses ;  affirming, 
rum  of    that  without  his  will  and  commandment,  the  emperor  had  expelled 
the  pope  tj,cm^  an(j  driver,  t},em  out  0f  the  territories  of  Viterbium.  And 
emperor,  hereof  doth  Frederic  also  himself  make  mention  in  his  second  and 
third  epistles,  where  he  complaineth  of  the  injuries  of  the  pope 
towards  him.  Therefore  greater  commendation  had  Blondus  deserved, 
if  he  had  written  of  these  treacheries  of  the  pope,  than  (forgetting 
himself,  as  unto  liars  it  often  chanceth)  in  that  he  writeth  both  contrary 
to  himself  in  the  effect  of  this  matter,  and  contrary  to  the  verily  of 
Frederic's  story,  which  saith,  that  the  Romans  were  incited  to  these 
tumults  by  his  enticing  and  setting  on.    As  though  simple  men  of 
understanding  could  not,  both  by  the  offering  of  his  son  as  a  hostage, 
by  the  great  preparation  of  the  wars,  and  by  the  event  especially  of 
the  thing  itself,  gather  the  contrary.    But  too,  too  impudent,  will 
Blondus  needs  show  himself. 
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Whilst  these  things  were  done  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  great  rebellions 
were  moved  in  Germany  against  the  emperor  by  Henry  Ca*sar  and 
Frederic  of  Austria,  his  sons  being  the  chief  authors  thereof.  For 
Henry,  being  disappointed  and  shaken  off  by  his  lord  pope  and  other 
conspirators,  by  reason  of  the  peace  between  his  father  and  him,  as  ye 
heard,  began  now  to  make  open  challenge  for  the  empire.  And  for  that 
cause,  as  before  is  said,  he  put  from  him  Louis,  whom  he  knew  to  perort 
be  unto  the  emperor,  his  father,  so  loving  and  assured  a  friend,  who  ^a^1*1 
as  willingly  (perceiving  and  smelling  what  mischief  he  went  about)  j*«rfc- 
forsook  his  court,  and  came  to  Boioria ;  who  had  not  there  remained 
a  year,  but  was,  as  he  walked  abroad  at  a  certain  time,  stabbed  with  a  wicked 
dagger  by  one  Kelhemius,  and  presently  died,  his  servants  not  being  by  Henry 
far  from  him,  of  whose  death  divers  diversely  write.  Notwithstanding,  Sj^jf 
the  sequel  doth  show  them  to  write  most  truly,  who  affirm  the  said 
striker  to  be  suborned  by  Henry  Caesar,  who  coming  unto  him  in  the 
habit  of  a  messenger,  delivered  unto  him  certain  letters,  which  he 
feigned  to  be  sent  from  the  emperor ;  and  whilst  Louis  was  reading 
the  same,  he  struck  him  with  a  dagger,  and  gave  him  his  mortal 
wound,  and  with  speed  fled  upon  the  same.    After  the  death  of 
liouis  succeeded  in  that  dukedom  his  son  Otho,  who,  when  solemnly, 
according  to  the  manner  of  the  Boiores,  he  should  have  been  created,  omr^e 
was  also  hindered  by  the  same  Henry  Caesar,  who  forbade  the  assembly  3»«n- 
of  the  magistrates  and  citizens  the  same.    They,  notwithstanding, 
neglecting  his  unjust  restraint,  created  him ;  wherefore  he  first  be- 
sieged Reginoburg,  and,  with  another  company,  sacked,  burnt,  and 
wasted  Boioria  ;  with  many  more  such  great  outrages  and  rebellions. 

When  intelligence  was  brought  of  these  things  to  the  emperor,  he 
sent  his  legates,  and  commanded  that  both  the  Caesar,  his  son,  and 
other  princes  of  Germany  who  had  assembled  their  armies,  should 
break  up  and  disperse  the  same;  and  because  he  saw  and  perceived  The  em  - 
now  manifestly  his  son  made  so  apparent  rebellion  against  him,  and  {£™,r«.cn 
fearing  greater  insurrections  to  ensue  in  Germany,  he  thought  good  J'^£rout 
to  prevent  the  same  with  all  expedition  ;  wherefore  he  determined  to  many, 
go  in  all  haste  to  Germany  with  his  army,  from  whence  he  had  now 
been  absent  fourteen  years,  and  hereunto  he  maketh  the  pope  privy. 
The  pope  promised  the  emperor  hereupon,  that  he  would  write 
letters  in  his  behalf  to  all  the  princes  of  Germany ;  but  persuaded 
him  to  the  uttermost  of  his  power,  that  he  should  in  no  case  go 
into  Germany  lumself.    For  why  r  his  conscience  accused  him  that  me  i*pe 
he  had  written  to  the  nobles  of  Grermany,  even  from  the  beginning  of  JjJJJJf jj, 
his  papacy  (for  the  hate  and  grudge  he  had  against  the  emperor),  that  tre»on 
they  should  not  suffer  him,  nor  any  of  his  heirs  to  enjoy  the  empire ;  !p°«i  by 
and  further,  he  had  stirred  them  all  up  to  rebel  against  him,  and  had 
moved  Henry,  the  emperor's  son,  by  his  bribes  and  fair  promises,  to 
conspire  against  his  father.    And  to  conclude,  he  was  the  author  and 
procurer  of  the  conspiracy  which  the  Lombards  made  then  against 
nim ;  and  fearing  lest  these  things  should  come  now  to  the  emperor's 
ear,  he  was  greatly  troubled  and  careful.    But  the  emperor  not  Henry 
thinking  it  good  at  so  needful  a  time  to  be  absent,  he  (all  doubt  SSChm* 
set  apart)  with  his  second  son  Conrad,  went  speedily  into  Germany.  JJffS??' 
Assembling  there  a  council  in  the  city  of  Nurcmburg,  Henry  Caesar,  in 
his  son,  after  his  conspiracy  was  manifestly  detected,  which  he  had  in  D 
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ttuP>  P™^06  w'*h  *ne  T^ngobords  (whereof  the  pope  was  chief  author), 

 ! —  was  by  judgment  and  sentence  of  seventy  princes  condemned  of  high 

A- 1),  treason,  and  being  commanded  by  his  father  to  be  bound,  was  as 
1  w9  P"80"61"  brought  to  Apulia,  where  not  long  after  (a.d.  1242)  he  died 
j  250    in  prison  ;  in  whose  stead  the  emperor  ordained  Conrad,  his  second 

 son,  Ccesar,  by  consent  of  all  the  peers  and  princes.    Furthermore,  by 

Frederic  public  commandment  he  renounced  Frederic  of  Austria  for  his  son, 
pr£i»im*  and  caused  him  to  be  proclaimed  an  enemy  to  the  public  weal.  And 
mnuu  ^urtner»  when  he  saw  that  punishment  would  neither  cause  him  to 
til*'**  rcn^robcr  himself,  nor  to  acknowledge  his  abuse,  the  emperor,  with  a 
duherit-  great  army,  accompanied  by  divers  of  the  noblemen  of  Germany, 
04        took  from  him  all  Austria  and  Styria,  and  brought  them  again  under 

his  own  obedience  and  fidelity. 
The  em-      The  same  year  the  emperor  married  his  third  wife,  named  Isabel, 
nurneth  tlic  daughter  of  king  John  of  England.    Then,  when  he  had  set 
5obn  »     Germany  in  a  stay  and  quietness,  he  left  there  Conrad  Ccesar,  his  son; 
«uuKh\«  and  with  his  host  returncth  again  into  Italy,  there  to  punish  such  as 
taw!*"    w'tn  Henry,  his  eldest  son,  had  conspired  against  him  ;  whose  trea- 
sons were  all  detected  at  the  condemnation  of  Henry  Ccesar,  his  son, 
chiefly  set  on  by  the  pope.    When  the  pope  had  understanding  that 
the  emperor  with  warlike  furniture  marched  toward  Italy,  although 
he  feigned  himself  reconciled,  and  to  be  a  friend  to  Frederic,  yet  was 
he,  notwithstanding,  to  him  a  most  secret  and  mfestivc  enemy ;  and, 
Tho  pope  understanding  that  he  brought  with  him  such  a  power  both  of  horec- 
■EnHh  men  and  footmen  to  do  execution  on  such  as  he  understood  had  been 
impart  conspiratore  against  him  in  the  late  tumult  and  rebellion,  those  who 
were  faulty  herein  and  guilty,  and  all  others  who  took  their  parts,  he 
admonished  to  join  themselves  together,  and  that  they  should!  furnish 
strongly  their  cities  with  garrisons,  that  they  should  send  for  aid  to 
their  friends,  and  that,  with  all  the  force  they  were  able,  they  should 
prepare  them  for  the  war.    The  rest  of  the  cities  also  in  Italy,  whether 
they  were  the  emperor's  or  his  own,  he  endcavoureth  to  make  them 
all  his,  and  proper  to  himself. 

Furthermore,  unto  the  emperor  the  pope  sendeth  his  ambassadors ; 
to  whom,  under  the  pretence  of  nourishing  a  peace,  he  had  given 
secret  commandment  that  they  should  interdict  him  and  his  host,  as 
soon  as  he  came  within  the  borders  of  Italy ;  to  the  preservation  of 
which  peace,  saith  he,  he  had  but  lately  promulgated  a  subsidy  to  be 
gathered  among  the  Christians,  when  he  began  the  holy  war.  And 
also  to  say,  not  by  way  of  entreaty,  but  commandingly,  that  what  cause 
of  controversy  he  had  with  the  Longobards,  the  same  he  should 
commit  to  him,  and  stand  to  his  arbitrament.  Whereunto  the 
emperor  replying  maketh  the  legate  this  answer : — 

"  Shortly  after, "  saith  he,  "  the  peace  was  made  between  the  pope 
and  me,  he  called  me  for  a  chief  defence  both  of  the  church  and 
himself,  against  the  Romans  who  marie  war  with  him  ;  and  at  his 
request,  with  mine  own  proper  charge  I  maintained  that  war,  and  gave 
his  enemies  the  overthrow And  further  he  said,  that  he  should  not 
do  well,  through  the  pretence  of  peace,  to  be  a  hindrance  to  him  from 
tliat  which  both  by  law  and  rignt  he  might  and  ought  to  do;  but 
rather  he  ought  to  dispose  himself,  with  force  to  restrain  and  expel 
those  who  gathered  them  together  as  rebels,  thinking  to  exclude 


Digitized  by  Google 


FREDERIC   MARC1IKTH   INTO  ITALY. 


themselves  from  the  subjection  both  of  him  and  the  empire ;  and 
that  such  rebels,  as  both  had  restrained  the  soldiers  whom  the  emperor 


sent  for  when  he  was  in  Asia,  and  divers  others  also  whom  for  neces-  A.  D. 
sary  causes  he  had  called  to  him,  whom  they  had  so  wickedly  dealt  1239 
with  and  abused,  he  (as  they  had  deserved)  should  rather  desire  to  1250 

see  punished  and  reformed,  than  to  maintain  them  (under  colour  of  - 

peace),  being  such  wicked  and  manifest  evil  doers.  And  touching 
tliat  he  demandeth  of  him,  that  he  should  commit  and  defer  so  great 
a  cause,  wherein  the  wealth  and  safety  of  the  empire  consisteth,  to  his 
arbitrament,  by  him  to  be  determined,  without  cither  assignment  of 
any  time  when,  or  adding  thereunto  any  condition  or  exception  for 
not  doing  the  same,  neither  the  diminishing  and  impairing  the  dignity 
and  regality  of  his  empire  considered,  he  could  not  but  marvel ;  seeing 
that  neither  it  appertained  to  his  calling  and  faculty,  nor  to  the 
benefit  or  commodity  of  the  empire.  To  this  effect  also  writeth 
Frederic  in  his  last  epistle  to  the  pope ;  the  effect  whereof  amongst 
other  epistles  you  may  read. 

And  in  the  same  letters  of  his  he  showcth,  that  when  the  emperor  s^ret 
at  a  certain  time  had  been  with  the  pope,  at  his  going  away  he 
requested,  that  when  he  came  again,  he  would  come  into  Italy  only  i>°t* 
with  his  household-band  and  family ;  for  that  if  he  should  come 
as  before  he  did  accustom  with  his  army,  he  should  terrify  them  over-  peror- 
much  ;  "  amongst  whom,"  saith  he,  "  you  may  assure  yourself  to  be 
in  great  safety,  and  find  all  things  in  rest  and  quiet  j    when  quite 
contrary,  as  the  emperor  for  a  certainty  had  tried,  he  had  there  all 
things  ready  and  prepared  for  his  destruction  ;  so  that  when  he  pre- 
tended unto  him  the  greatest  friendship,  he  was  busiest  in  conspiring 
his  death.    The  certain  time  when  the  pope  had  this  exercise  in 
hand  against  the  emperor,  I  cannot  search  out,  neither  may  it  be  in  his 
epistles  undated  easily  found  out ;  but  that  no  man  need  to  doubt 
of  the  certainty  thereof,  I  have  referred  you  to  the  emperors  epistle, 
where  he  makcth  mention  of  the  same. 

The  emperor  then,  as  he  had  determined,  prosecuted  his  purpose  The 
and  marched  into  Italy,  where  he  brought  under  his  subjection  those  ^„^h 
cities  that  against  him"  rebelled,  as  Mantua,  Verona,  Ternisium,  Pata-  Jjjj^* 
vium,  and  others.    And  then  he  afterwards  6et  upon  the  great  host  *uadmK 
of  the  Mediolanenses,  the  Brixians,  the  Placentines,  and  other  con-  forbid-1* " 
federators,  unto  whom  the  pope's  legate,  Georgius  Longomontanus,  din*- 
had  joined  himself,  from  whom  he  took  one  thousand  prisoners,  and 
also  their  general,  being  the  chief  magistrate  in  the  city  of  Medio- 
lanum,  ami  Petrus  Tenopolus,  the  duke's  son  of  Venice ;  and  slew 
divers  captains  more,  and  took  all  their  ensigns.    And  in  this  battle, 
especially  at  the  recovering  of  Marchia  and  Ternissana,  he  used  the 
friendly  aid  of  Actiolinus.   a.d.  1239. 

The  pope,  now  somewhat  dismayed  at  this  overthrow  of  his  con-  The 
federates  and  mates,  though  not  much,  yet  somewhat  began  to  fear  ^h*™ 
the  emperor ;  and  whereas  before,  that  which  he  did  he  wrought 
secretly  and  by  others,  now  he  goeth  to  work  with  might  and  main 
to  subdue  and  deprive  the  emperor.  And  although  the  emperor 
saw  and  perceived  what  inward  hate  and  mortal  malice  he  bare  towards 
him,  not  only  in  that  he  so  apcrtly  stood  with  his  conspirators  against 
him,  but  also  that  on  every  side  he  heard,  and  from  all  parts  was 
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h <mm  brought  him  certain  word  how  greatly  he  lalwured  against  him,  as 


with  opprobrious  words,  naughty  reports  and  slanders,  to  the  intent 
A.  O.  to  pull  from  him  the  hearts  and  fidelity  of  his  subjects,  and  make 
1^j9  those  that  were  his  friends  his  enemies;  neither  that  he  meant  at  any 
1 250.  time  to  take  up  and  cease  from  such  evil  and  wicked  practices :  yet, 

 notwithstanding,  that  there  should  be  no  default  in  him  found  for 

the  breach  of  the  league  and  peace  between  them  a  little  before  con- 
cluded, he  sendcth  four  legates  to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  who  should 
answer  unto  and  refute  those  iniquitous  objections  which  he  laid  unto 
him,  as  also  make  him  privy  unto  his  purpose,  and  what  he  meant  to 
do,  thereby  to  declare  his  innocency  towards  him,  in  such  causes,  and 
his  simplicity. 

The  pope  The  bishop,  when  he  understood  these  ambassadors  to  be  not  far 
to^p'lk  off  from  Rome,  and  knew  the  cause  of  their  coming,  thinking  with 
eror'i  himself,  that  m  hearing  the  excuse  and  reasonable  answer  of  the 
emperor,  perhaps  he  might  be  provoked  to  desist  from  his  purpose, 
and  so  degenerate  from  others  of  his  predecessors,  he  refuseth  to 
speak  with  them  ;  and  at  the  day  appointed  pronounceth  the  sentence 
of  proscription  against  him,  depriving  him  of  all  his  dignities,  honours, 
titles,  prerogatives,  kingdoms,  and  whole  empire.  And,  tha  the 
pope  had  no  occasion  hereunto,  as  well  Pandulph  and  Colonucius,  as 
the  letters  of  the  emperor  himself,  do  both  right  weli  declare ;  for  it 
may  appear  he  dedicated  as  it  were  himself  to  his  utter  ruin  and 
destruction,  when  he  did  solicit  against  Frederic,  Jacobus  Tenopolus, 
the  Venetian  duke,  whom,  for  the  displeasure  he  took  with  the 
emperor  in  the  imprisoning  of  his  son,  he  was  in  good  hope  he  should 
allure  unto  him,  he  being  in  that  so  troublous  time  such  a  comforter 
and  aider  unto  him,  that,  as  Blondus  writeth  in  a  certain  epistle 

Satulatory,  he  calleth  him  lord  of  the  fourth  part  of  Croatia  and 
almatia,  and  lord  of  half  the  Roman  empire ;  and  calling  unto  him 
the  Venetian  and  Genoese  legates,  he  made  a  peace  betwixt  them, 
who  for  certain  causes  about  their  sea-coasts  were  at  variance,  and 
covenanted  with  them  upon  this  condition,  that  at  their  public  charges 
they  should  rig  and  man  five  and  thirty  galleys,  which  should  spoil 
and  burn  all  along  the  sea-coasts  of  the  kingdoms  and  dominions  of 
Frederic. 

MM  f  But  the  pope,  when  he  saw  the  good  will  and  fidelity  which  the 
duke  of  Venice  bare  unto  the  emperor,  and  saw  also  what  aid  the 
emperor  had  of  him,  neither  that  he  was  like  to  win  him  to  his  pur- 
pose, then  had  he  recourse  again  to  his  old  crafty  practices  and 
subtleties.  And  further,  he  devised  to  put  forth  an  edict  at  Rome 
to  the  universal  church  and  people,  the  beginning  whereof  is, 
M  Ascendit  de  mari  bellica  bestial  wherein  he  declareth  the  causes 
wherefore  he  curseth  and  giveth  the  emperor  to  the  devil  of  hell,  and 
hath  dejected  him  from  all  his  princely  dignity.  He  in  the  same 
accuseth  him  of  so  many  and  so  huge  a  heap  of  mischiefs,  as  to 
nominate  them  my  heart  actcsteth.  And,  besides  that,  he  restraineth 
his  sovereign  lord  and  emperor  of  the  appellation  which  every  private 
man  by  law  may  have.  He  slandereth  him  with  charges  of  treason, 
perjury,  cruelty,  sacrilege,  killing  of  his  kindred,  and  all  impiety; 
he  accuseth  him  as  a  heretic,  a  schismatic,  and  a  miscreant ;  and,  to 
be  brief,  what  mischief  soever  the  pope  can  devise,  with  that  doth  he 
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charge  him  and  burden  him.  "  All  this  doth  he,''  saith  the  pope,  Ht*ry 
**  that  when  he  hath  brought  our  holiness  and  all  the  ecclesiastical  ' 


estate  to  beggary,  he  might  scoff  at,  and  deride  the  religion  of  Christ,  A.D. 
which  as  a  miscreant  he  dctesteth."  And  now,  because  the  pope  had  V2™ 
a  great  and  special  trust  in  Albertus  Behavus,  of  the  noble  house  ^250. 

called  Equestri  (as  crafty  an  apostle  as  the  best),  as  one  whom  he  

saw  ready  to  lean  to  his  lust,  to  him  the  pope  delivered  two  other 
mandates  in  several  letters  sealed,  in  which  he  commanded  all  bishops, 
prelates,  and  others  of  the  clergy,  that  they  should  solemnly  recite 
the  same  in  their  churches  instead  of  their  sermon,  that  by  his  decree 
he  had  excommunicated  Frederic  out  of  the  fellowship  of  christian 
men,  put  him  from  the  procuration  or  government  of  the  empire,  and 
that  he  had  released  all  his  subjects  from  their  allegiance  and  fidelity 
towards  him.    And  furthermore  he  chargeth  them  and  all  other  Threaten 
christian  men,  under  pain  of  cursing  and  damnation,  that  thev  neither  'J^0 
succour  the  emperor,  nor  yet  so  much  as  wish  him  well.    Thus  he, 
being  the  pope  s  special  and  trusty  servitor,  and  made  to  his  hand,  t^'lL*1 
caused  a  most  horrible  confusion  and  chaos  of  public  unquietness, em**wr- 
as  shall  hereafter  appear. 

Amongst  all  the  noblemen  of  Germany  at  that  time,  was  Otho, 
the  governor  of  the  Rhine  and  duke  of  Boiora,  towards  the  emperor 
both  most  serviceable,  and  also  a  prince  of  great  honour,  riches,  and 
estimation.    This  prince  both  with  fair  promises  and  also  rewards, 
he  enticed  from  him  ;  for  that  he  was  made  by  him  to  believe,  that  £ri„m  0f 
Louis,  his  father,  of  whom  we  spake  before,  was  by  the  emperor 
murdered  and  slain.    And  the  same  Otho  again  caused  three  other  wprt 
princes  and  dukes  to  revolt  from  the  emperor  to  the  pope,  who  were  ™rfako 
neighbours,  and  nearly  adjoining  unto  him  :  Uvenccslaus  and  Relus,  ^oV" 
princes  of  the  Hungarians,  and  Henry,  duke  of  Polonia.    To  whom 
came  also  Frederic,  of  Austria,  his  son,  who,  because  he  was  proscribed 
or  outlawed  by  the  emperor  his  father,  and  had  his  dukedom  wasted 
and  burned,  as  you  heard,  was  easily  won  to  the  pope.  These, 
gathering  a  council  (when  they  had  thought  to  have  translated  the 
empire  unto  the  king's  son  of  Denmark),  desired  to  have  the  pope's 
legates  sent  from  him,  to  the  effect  of  that  election. 

The  emperor  was  at  Patavium  when  news  was  brought  to  him  of 
what  the  pope  had  done  at  Rome.    He  therefore  commanded  Peter 
of  Venice,  his  secretary  (on  Easter-day),  to  make  a  narration  to  the 
people  of  his  great  and  liberal  munificence  to  the  bishops  and  church 
of  Rome,  and  again,  of  the  injuries  done  by  them  towards  him,  in 
recompense  thereof;  of  his  innocency  also  in  that  whereof  he  had 
accused  him,  and  of  the  unseemliness  of  such  an  act  or  deed,  of  the 
right  use  of  the  ecclesiastical  censure,  and  of  the  errors  and  abuses 
of  the  church  of  Rome.    By  which  oration  of  his,  he  so  removed  wh«t 
the  cloud  from  manv  men's  hearts  of  blind  superstition,  and  the  oriuoVur 
conceived  opinion  of  holiness  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  bishops  of  vr',^f 
the  same,  and  also  of  their  usurped  power  and  subtle  persuasion, 
that  they  both  plainly  saw  and  perceived  the  vices  and  filthiness  of  pcror. 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  of  the  bishops  of  that  see,  as  also  their 
fraudulent  deceits,  and  flagitious  doings,  most  vehemently  lamenting 
and  complaining  of  the  same.    Albert  maketh  mention  of  certain 
verses  which  were  sent  and  written  between  the  bishop  of  Rome  and 
vol..  II.  i  i 
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Hut?  the  emperor,  whicli  verses  in  the  latter  end  of  this  present  history  of 
Frederic  you  shall  find. 


A-  l>.  The  emperor,  moreover,  both  by  his  letters  and  legates,  giveth 
1239  intelligence  unto  all  christian  kings,  to  the  princes  of  his  own  empire, 
1">50   *°  *nc  college  of  cardinals,  and  to  the  people  of  Rome ;  as  well  of 

 the  feigned  crimes  wherewith  he  was  charged,  as  also  of  the  cruelty 

of  the  bishop  of  Rome  against  him.  The  copy  of  which  letter  or 
epistle  here  follows. 

The  Emperor  to  the  Prelates  of  the  World,  to  bridle  the  Pope,  and 

restrain  him  of  his  will. 

In  the  beginning  and  creation  of  the  world,  the  inestimable  foreknowledge 
and  providence  of  God  (who  asketh  counsel  of  none)  created  in  the  firmament 
of  heaven  two  lights,  a  greater  and  a  less ;  the  greater  he  created  to  govern  the 
day,  and  the  less  to  govern  the  night:  which  two  do  their  proper  offices  and 
duties  in  the  zodiac,  so  that  although  oftentimes  the  one  be  in  an  oblique  aspect 
unto  the  other,  yet  the  one  is  not  an  enemy  to  the  other;  but  rather  doth  the 
superior  communicate  his  light  with  the  inferior.    Even  so  the  same  eternal 
Man  be-  foreknowledge  hath  appointed  upon  the  earth  two  regiments,  that  is  to  say, 
of'two"1'  P"e8tl10°d  and  kingly  power;  the  one  for  knowledge  and  wisdom,  the  other  for 
paru       defence ;  that  man,  who  is  made  of  two  parts  (over-wanton  and  dissolute),  might 
hath  two  have  two  reins  to  govern  and  bridle  him  withal,  that  peace,  thereby,  and  love 
reyf/*     might  dwell  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.    But,  alas !  the  bishop  of  Rome,  sitting 
menu;    in  the  chair  ot  perverse  doctrine  or  pestilence,  that  pharisee  anointed  with  the 
Jj*Jj  BTid  oil  of  iniquity  above  the  rest  of  his  consorts  in  this  our  time,  who  for  his  abomi- 
the  ma-    nablc  pride  is  fallen  from  heaven,  endeavoureth  with  his  power  to  destroy  and 
teHai      und0  all,  and  thinketh,  I  believe,  to  stellify  again  himself  there,  from  whence 
,word-     he  fell.    His  purpose  is  to  darken  and  to  shadow  the  light  of  our  unspotted  life, 
Apology   whilst  that  (altering  the  verity  into  lies)  his  papal  letters,  stuffed  with  all 


untruths,  arc  sent  into  sundry  parts  of  the  world ;  by  his  own  corrupt  humour, 
to  the      and  upon  no  reasonable  cause,  blemishing  the  sincerity  of  our  religion.    I  he 
■3d *be  wrt*  1,01U'  bath  compared  us  unto  the  beast  rising  out  of  the  sea,  full  of  names 
gtwmg    OI>  blasphemy,  and  spotted  like  a  leopard.    But  we  say,  that  he  is  that  monstrous 
"  Aaceo-  beast  of  whom  it  is  said,  and  of  whom  we  thus  read  :  "  And  there  shall  come 
uiarf  "4:c.  anotncr  rea<  horse  out  of  the  sea,  and  he  that  shall  sit  on  him  shall  take  peace 
away  out  of  the  earth :  let  them  therefore  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  destroy 
him."    For,  since  the  time  of  his  promotion,  he  hath  not  been  the  father  of 
mercy,  but  of  discord ;  a  diligent  steward  of  desolation,  instead  of  consolation, 
and  hath  enticed  all  the  world  to  commit  offence.    And,  to  take  the  words  in 
right  sense  and  interpretation,  he  is  that  great  dragon  that  hath  deceived  the 
whole  world ;  he  is  that  Antichrist,  of  whom  he  hath  called  us  the  forerunner; 
duM      ',e 's  *nat  otncr  Ba'aam  hired  for  money  to  curse  us;  the  prince  of  darkness, 
long  axo  who  hath  abused  the  prophets.    This  is  the  angel  leaping  out  of  the  sea,  having 
demrled   hu  vials  filled  with  bitterness,  that  he  may  both  hurt  the  sea  and  the  land;  the 
world*  by  counterfeit  vicar  of  Christ,  that  setteth  forth  his  own  imaginations.    He  saith, 
the  em-    that  we  do  not  rightly  believe  in  the  Christian  faith,  and  that  the  world  is 
deceived  with  three  manners  of  deceivers,  whom  to  name,  God  forbid  we  should 
open  our  mouth ;  seeing  that  openly  we  confess  only  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord 
Confea-    and  Saviour,  to  be  the  everlasting  Son  of  God,  coequal  with  his  Father  and  the 
■fen  of     Holy  Ghost,  begotten  before  all  worlds,  and  in  process  of  time  sent  down  upon 
prmrti     the  earth  for  the  salvation  of  mankind ;  conceived,  not  by  the  seed  of  man,  but 
faith.      by  the  Holy  Ghost;  who  was  born  of  the  glorious  Virgin  Mary,  and  after  that 
hcwiu '   8un<'ered  and  died,  as  touching  the  flesh ;  and  by  his  godhead,  the  third  day,  he 
arcuied    raised  from  death  that  other  nature  which  he  assumed  in  the  womb  of  his 
by  the     mother.    But  we  have  learned  that  the  body  of  Mahomet  hangeth  in  the  air, 
and  his  soul  is  buried  in  hell :  whose  works  are  damnable  and  contrary  to  the 
law  of  the  Most  High.    We  aftinn  also,  that  Moses  was  the  faithful  servant  of 
God,  and  a  true  teacher  of  the  law ;  and  that  he  talked  with  God  in  Mount 
Sinai,  unto  whom  the  Lord  said  at  the  bush ;  fExod.  iii.  4.]  "  I  am  the  God  of 
thy  father,  the  God  of  Abraham,"  &c. ;  by  whom  also  God  wrought  miracles 
in  Egypt,  and  delivered  the  law  written  to  the  Israelites ;  and  that,  afterwards, 
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with  the  elect,  he  was  called  to  glory.    In  these  and  other  things  our  cnemv  Henry 
and  envier  of  our  state,  causing  our  mother,  the  church,  to  accuse  her  son,  hath  ,n- 
writteu  against  us  venomous  and  lying  slander,  and  sent  the  same  to  the  whole   ^  ^ 
world.    If  he  had  rightly  understood  the  apostle's  meaning,  he  would  not  jo-jy 
have  preferred  his  violent  will,  which  heareth  such  sway  with  him,  before  ~'n 
reason ;  neither  would  he  have  sent  out  his  mandates  at  the  suggestion  of  ,  g^n 
those  who  call  light  darkness,  and  evil  good ;  who  suspect  honey  to  be  gall,  for  — 1— L 
the  great  good  opinion  they  had  conceived  of  that  holy  place,  which  indeed  is  The  pop*, 
both  weak  and  infirm,  and  convertcth  all  truth  into  falsehood,  and  aflinneth  £££nce 
that  to  be,  which  is  not.  of  his 

Truly  my  opinion,  so  indifferent  on  every  side,  ought  not  in  any  case  J"'',"'**}, 
to  be  infringed  and  averted  from  the  faith,  to  such  enemies  of  so  corrupt  a  simple 
conscience.    Wherefore  we  greatly  are  enforced  not  a  little  to  marvel,  which  J*"'*  »ni 
thing  also  dotli  much  disquiet  us  to  see ;  that  you,  who  are  the  pillars  and 
assistants  in  ollice  of  righteous  dealing,  the  senators  of  Peter's  city,  and  the 
principal  beams  in  God's  building,  have  not  qualified  the  perturbation  of  so 
fierce  a  judge;  as  do  the  planets  of  heaven  in  their  kind,  which,  to  mitigate 
the  passing  swift  course  of  the  great  orb  or  sphere  of  heaven,  draw  a  contrary 
way  by  their  opposite  movings.    In  very  deed,  our  imperial  felicity  hath 
been,  almost  even  from  the  beginning,  spurned  against,  and  envied  at  by  the 
papal  see  and  dignity :  as  Simouides,  being  demanded  why  he  had  no  more 
enemies  and  enviers  of  his  stah*,  answered  and  said,  u  Quia  nihil  feliciter  gessi :"  The  an- 
"  because,"  saith  he,  "  I  have  had  no  good  success  in  any  thing,  that  ever  I  |*,no„f 
took  in  hand."    And  so,  for  that  we  have  had  prosperous  success  in  all  our  ides  »p- 
enterprises,  for  which  the  Lord's  name  be  blessed  (especially  in  the  overthrow, 
of  late,  of  our  rebellious  enemies,  the  Lombards,  to  whom,  in  their  good  quarrel, 
he  promised  life  and  absolution,  with  remission  of  their  sins),  is  die  cause  where- 
fore this  apostolical  bishop  mourneth  and  lamenteth.    And  now  not  by  your 
counsels,  I  suppose,  he  laboureth  to  impugn  this  our  felicity,  but  out  of  his  own 
power  of  binding  and  loosing,  whereof  he  glorieth  so  much,  he  impugneth  it 
But,  presently,  wnere  power  and  ability  are  wanting  to  redress,  there  doth  abuse 
take  place.   AVe  see  him,  who  was  so  mighty  a  king,  and  the  worthiest  prince 
amongst  all  the  prophets,  desire  and  crave  the  restitution  of  God's  holy  spirit, 
when  ne  had  polluted  the  dignity  of  his  office.    But  the  proverb  is,  "  Uti  indis-  The  em- 
aolubilia  non  solvuntur,  ita  inligabilia  non  ligantur:"  "  As  things  indissoluble  J^terr?" 
are  not  to  be  loosed,  so  things  that  cannot  be  bound,  are  not  to  be  bound;"  bribe 
which  thing  is  manifestly  proved  in  him.    For  why  ?  the  Scriptures  of  God  do  pope'» 
instruct  men  how  to  live,  they  mortify  our  souls  which  are  immortal,  and 
quicken  the  same  which  are  dead  for  want  of  life.  And,  doubtless,  he  is  able  to 
humble  and  bring  down  those  that  are  unworthy  of  dignity,  as  much  as  him 
pleaseth,  and  when  him  pleaseth.    Doubtless  if  the  bishop  of  Rome  were 
a  true  bishop  indeed,  innocent,  unpolluted,  and  not  associated  with  wicked 
livers  and  evil  men,  his  life  should  declare  him  so  to  be.    He  would  not  then  be 
an  offerer  of  dissentious  sacrifice,  but  a  peaceable  offerer  of  love  and  charity,  and 
would  cense,  not  with  the  incense  of  grief  and  hatred,  but  with  the  sweet 
smelling  incense  of  concord  and  unity,  neither  yet  would  alter  M  Suum  pontifi- 
cium  in  maleficium :"  that  is,  "  make  of  a  sanctified  office  an  execrable  abuse."  If 
he  were  such  a  bishop  as  he  ought  to  be,  he  would  not  wrest  or  abuse  the 
preaching  of  the  word  to  the  fruit  and  gain  of  his  own  dissension,  neither  should 
we  be  accused  for  being  such  an  enemy  of  our  mother,  the  true  church,  as  is  laid 
unto  her  son's  charge  by  such  a  bishop.    Which  true  and  mother  church,  with 
all  reverence,  we  honour,  and  benignity  embrace,  so  beautified  and  adorned  with 
God's  holy  sacraments.    Some  singular  persons,  notwithstanding,  feigning  them- 
selves to  be  our  brethren  by  that  mother,  and  who  yet  are  not,  but  are  unlawfully 
begotten;  such,  I  say,  as  are  subjects  and  slaves  to  corruptible  things  (putting 
them  from  amongst  us)  we  utterly  reject :  especially  for  that  injuries  by  them 
done  are  not  only  transitory  and  mundane,  wherewith  our  majesty  is  so  molested, 
vexed  and  grieved.    Wherefore  we  cannot  so  easily  mitigate  our  mood,  neither 
ought  we,  in  very  deed,  so  to  do,  and  therefore  are  we  enforced  the  more  to  rtterly  ■ 
take  the  greater  revenge  of  them.    You,  therefore,  that  are  men  of  grave  and  "jectcth 
deliberate  counsel,  having  the  excellent  gift  (as  from  God)  of  wisdom  and  lnrfP°l* 
understanding  :  refuse  you  that  roaring  enemy  of  ours  in  these  his  proceedings,  church 
whose  beginnings  are  so  wicked  and  detestable,  wisely  comparing  things  past  of  "~ 
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Henry  with  those  to  come.    Otherwise,  you  that  are  under  our  subjection,  as  well  of 
11 1-     our  empire,  as  our  other  dominions,  shall  feel  and  perceive  (both  of  my  chief 
^        enemy  and  persecutor,  as  also  of  the  princes  that  are  his  fautors  and  adherents) 
1239   w      revenge  by  sword  Frederic  Augustus  shall  take  upon  them,  God  so 
to  permitting. 

*25Q'      This  done,  he  commands,  by  proclamation,  a  solemn  parliament  or 
c»iirth  »  council  of  all  the  princes,  and  other  nobility  of  the  empire,  at  JEgn ; 
mem  or  whither  came  Conrad  Caesar,  Moguntinc  the  Presul,  the  Saxon  dukes, 
expreM to  the  lords  of  Brandenburgh,  Misna,  Thuringia,  and  the  legates  of  all 
SaiEfe    tne  n°blcs  of  Brabant,  to  aid  the  emperor.   But  the  princes  Boiemus 
and  Palatinus,  being  dissuaded  by  the  legates,  unto  whom  the  Aus- 
trians  had  joined  themselves,  refused  to  come  to  the  council  holden 
at  iEgra ;  and  being  at  their  wits'  end,  not  knowing  well  what  they 
might  do,  they  at  last  forsook  the  emperor,  and  took  part  with  the 
pope  and  the  other  conspirators.    Then  Frederic  of  Austria,  the 
emperor  s  second  son  (whom  he  disinherited  as  ye  heard),  by  the 
aid  of  the  Boiors,  and  Bohemians,  recovered  again  the  dukedoms 
of  Austria  and  Styaia,  putting  to  flight  and  discomfiting  the  empe- 
ror's bands  and  garrisons  which  he  had  there.    And  although  the 
cardinals  (especially  that  honest  man,  Albertus  Boiemus,)  had 
allured  to  the  pope,  Otho  the  duke  of  Boiora,  as  ye  heard,  and 
divers  other  noblemen  of  Germany;  yet,  notwithstanding,  certain 
Bishop*  bishops  in  Boiora,  as  Eberhardus  Juvanensis,  and  Sigrcfridus  Re- 
SLS5rare  ginoburgensis,  being  at  that  time  the  emperors  chancellor,  Rudi- 
toihS*  cenus  Rathevicnsis,  Conradus  Frisingensis,  and  others,  left  not, 
prince,   vnor  yet  forsook  the  emperor.    All  these  the  aforesaid  Albert  not 
only  did  excommunicate,  but  also,  by  process,  sought  to  bring  them 
up  to  Rome  before  the  pope,  giving  commandment  to  their  col- 
legioncrs  and  cloisterers,  that  they  should  deprive  them  of  their  offices, 
and  choose  such  others  in  their  stead  as  would  obey  the  pope.  All 
which  things  the  pope,  understanding  by  Albert,  and  of  this  their 
fidelity  to  the  emperor,  corroborated  and  confirmed  the  same,  com- 
manding them  to  choose  other  bishops  in  their  stead. 

But  the  bishops  and  prelates,  with  one  consent  contemning  the  pope's 
mandates  and  writs,  and  also  the  curses  and  thrcatcnings  of  Albert, 
accused,  reproved,  and  greatly  blamed  his  temerity,  and  also  tyranny 
which  he  usurped  against  the  churches  of  Germany,  and  especially 
against  the  good  emperor  ;  that,  without  his  consent,  he  durst  be  so 
bold  as  to  meddle  in  churches  committed  to  the  emperor's  govern- 
ment against  the  old  and  ancient  customs ;  and  that  ne  had  excom- 
municated the  emperor  without  just  cause ;  that  he  had  condemned 
the  emperor  8  faithful  subjects  as  enemies  to  the  church,  for  standing 
with  their  liege  and  sovereign  prince  (which  allegiance  they  might 
not  violate  without  horrible  iniquity),  and  so  had  sought  to  disquiet 
them  likewise  in  their  charges  and  administrations  ;  and  had  also  in 
ore °n^»- tnat  <luarTC^  given  such  defiance  to  the  emperor.    They  accused  and 
nycxcom-  condemned  the  same  Albert  also,  for  a  most  impudent  impostor  and 
tucpope'i  wicked  varlet,  and  for  a  most  pestiferous  botch  and  sore  ot  the  chris- 
clrdiaaLd  ^aa  commonweal ;  and  they  do  give  him  to  the  devil  as  a  ruinous 
enemy,  as  well  of  the  church,  as  of  his  own  natural  country ;  and 
further,  think  him  worthy  to  have  his  reward  with  the  rest  of  the 
popes  pursuivants,  l>eing  the  most  wicked  inventors  and  devisers  of 
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mischief  that  were  in  all  Germany.    This  done,  they  make  relation 
hereof  to  the  emperor  by  their  letters;  and  further,  they  advertise  all  IIL 
the  princes  of  Germany  (especially  those  who  were  of  the  pope's  A.  D. 
faction  or  rebellion,  and  were  the  favourers  of  Albert),  that  they  9 
should  take  heed,  and  beware  in  any  case  of  his  subtle  deceits,  j250. 

and  pernicious  deceivable  allurements,  and  that  they  should  not  - 

assist  the  pope,  for  all  his  words,  against  the  emperor.    And  doubt- 
less, by  the  counsel  of  the  high  prelate  or  archbishop  of  Boiora, 
whose  name  was  Juvanensis,  and  by  his  industry  and  persuasion,  Jj^wj* 
Frederic  of  Austria  was  again  reconciled  to  the  emperor,  his  father ;  '  w,op! 


from  whose  aid  and  obedience  after  that,  by  no  promises,  threaten-  p,l,0hi 
ings,  bribes,  nor  pains,  no,  nor  for  the  execrable  curses  of  the  pope's  Princ«- 
own  holy  mouth,  he  would  be  induced  or  removed.    But  Albert 
prosecuteth  still  his  purposed  mischief,  alluring  and  inciting  by 
all  means  possible  (and  that  not  amongst  the  worst  but  the  best), 
friends  to  the  pope,  and  enemies  to  the  emperor.    Unto  some  he  The 
gave  their  tithes  to  fight  against  the  emperor,  to  others  he  gave  the  J™.^' 
glebe-lands  of  benefices,  and  to  others  ne  gave  the  spoil  of  such  j"**** 
colleges  and  monasteries  as  took  not  part  with  the  pope ;  and  to  th" 
some  others  also  he  gave  the  colleges  and  monasteries  themselves.  ffhrt 
And  assuredly  I  find  by  Johannes  Aventinus,1  that  there  were  certain 


of  the  pope's  own  birds,  who  had  their  ecclesiastical  tithes  taken  from 
them ;  and  others  who  had  the  rents  and  revenues  of  their  colleges 
plucked  away  by  force,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  pope's  quarrel 
against  the  emperor.  Hereby  was  there  a  window  opened  to  do  what 
they  listed,  every  man  according  to  his  ravening  and  detestable  lust, 
and"  all  things  lay  open  unto  their  greedy  and  insatiable  desires. 
Who  listeth  to  hear  more  hereof,  let  him  read  Aventinus,  in  his 
book  before  noted,  and  there  shall  he  sec  what  vastation  grew 
thereby  to  the  whole  state  of  Germany,  who  largely  treateth  of 
the  same. 

While  these  things  were  thus  working  in  Germany,  Frederic, 
leaving  in  Lombardy  Actiolinus,  with  a  great  part  of  liis  host,  he 
(passing,  with  the  rest,  by  the  Apennines)  came  to  Etruria,  and  settled 
the  same,  after  that  he  had  allayed  certain  insurrections  there ;  and 
from  thence  he  came  to  Pisa,  where  he  was  with  great  amity  and 
honour  received  and  welcomed.  This  city  was  always  assured  and 
faithful  to  the  emperors  of  Germany.  The  pope,  hearing  of  the 
emperor's  coming  into  Etruria,  and  knowing  wliat  power  the  emperor  b*.i 
had  also  left  in  Lombardy,  with  a  great  army  besieged  the  city  " 
Ferraria,  that  always  loved  the  emperor  full  well ;  which  city, 
when  the  pope's  legate  had  assaulted  sharply  for  the  space  of  five 
months,  and  could  not  win  the  same,  he  devised  with  himself  to  send 


preventing  him  in  his  journey,  took  him  prisoner,  contrary  to  his  5^J*J 
truth  and  fidelity.    And  thus  gat  he  Ferraria,  and  delivered  the  «»pi«. 
keeping  thereof  to  Azones  Astcnsis.    And  that  the  pope's  legate 
thus  falsified  his  truth,  and  circumvented  the  captain  and  old  man 
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"«»rf  Salingwerra,  the  same  is  confessed  of  the  pope's  friendly  historio- 
graphers, to  be  but  a  stratagem  or  warlike  policy.    But  to  return 


A.  I),  again.  About  the  same  time  also  the  Venetian  navy,  at  the  Mount 
l-^9  Garganum,  chased  twelve  galliots  of  the  emperors,  which  were  ap- 
1250.  P°inted  to  the  keeping  of  that  coast,  and  spoiled,  burned,  and  wasted 


all  the  region  ;  and,  further,  took  one  of  the  emperors  great  ships, 
per'?™"  being  driven  by  tempest  and  weather  into  the  haven  Sipontinum, 
taken  by  fraught  with  men  and  munition. 

the  pope.  Frederic  again  getting  on  his  side  the  Lucenses,  the  Volaterans, 
the  Genenses,  the  Arctines,  and  divers  cities  besides  in  Etruria,  to 
help  that  country,  came  to  Pisa  and  Vitcrbium,  which  took  part  with 
TbeGni-  him.  Some  say,  that  the  names  and  factions  of  Ghibcllmes  and 
^d""*  Guelphs  sprang  from  Frederic,  that,  by  them,  he  might  spy  and 
uiRiphs.  know,  having  recourse  to  all  the  towns  and  cities  in  Italy,  which 
took  part  with  and  favoured  the  pope,  and  which,  the  emperor;  and 
he  called  the  one  by  the  name  of  Ghibellines,  and  the  other  by  the 
name  of  Guelphs.  But  because  both  Blondus  and  Platina,  and 
some  others,  bring  no  sufficient  proof  thereof,  but  only  slender 
conjecture,  I  rather  cleave  to  the  opinion  of  Nauclerus,  Hermanns, 
Antoninus,  Florentinus,  and  such  other  writers,  who  sav,  that  these 
Guelphs  and  Ghibellines,  in  Italy,  took  their  beginning  of  Con- 
rad III.,  Frederic,  his  great  uncle,  being  emperor;  and  that  these 
Guelphs  were  dedicated  to  the  pope  by  Guelpn,  the  younger  brother 
of  Henry  the  Proud  ;  and  that  those  who  were  called  the  Ghibel- 
lines were  appointed,  either  by  Conrad  himself,  or  else  by  his  son, 
being  brought  up  in  the  lordship  of  Vaiblingen.  But  to  our 
purpose. 

The  pope,  when  he  understood  that  Frederic  was  come  to  Viter- 
the  cmpe-  bium,  was  very  heavy ;  for  he  feared  he  would  come  to  Rome,  the 
tartan*  *  good  will  of  which  city  the  pope  much  mistrusted.    He  therefore 
luly      caused  a  supplication  to  be  drawn,  portraying,  about  the  same, 
the  heads  of  Peter  and  Paul ;  and  with  a  sharp  and  contumelious 
oration  he  much  defaced  the  emperor;  promising  them  everlasting 
life,  and  giving  the  badge  of  the  cross  to  as  many  as-would  arm  them- 
selves, and  fight  against  the  emperor,  as  against  the  most  wicked 
enemy  of  God  and  the  church.    Now  when  the  emperor,  marching 
somewhat  near  to  Rome's  gates,  beheld  those  whom  the  pope  had, 
with  his  goodly  spectacle  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  with  his 
alluring  oration,  stirred  up  and  marked  with  the  badge  of  the  cross 
to  come  forth  in  battle  against  him  ;  disdaining  to  be  accounted  as 
the  enemy  of  the  church,  who  had  been  thereunto  so  beneficial, 
The  cm  giving  a  fierce  charge  upon  them,  he  put  them  soon  to  flight ;  and 
haji°Krth  as  many  as  the  emperor  took  (cutting  oflf  that  badge  from  them),  he 
«!>Mcd    caused  to  be  hanged.   From  thence  marching  into  Campania,  and  his 
•okiicri.  own  kingdoms,  he  levied  a  great  mass  of  money,  and  mustered 
new  bands,  and  augmented  his  army  ;  and  in  these  bands  he 
the'sa".11  rcta'ncd  tne  Saracens  also.    And  to  the  intent  he  might  find  the 
r*u»  in    Saracens  the  more  trusty  to  him,  he  appointed  them  to  inhabit  in 
win"*  a  city  named  Luceria.     For  which  thing,  although  the  papistical 
writers  do  greatly  blame  and  opprobriously  write  of  Frederic,  yet, 
notwithstanding,  Nicholaus  Maciiiavcllus  doth  write,  that  for  this 
cause  he  retained  them, — lest,  through  the  pope's  execrable  curses, 
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he  should  be  quite  destitute  of  soldiers,  as  was  Frederic  Barbarossa,  /*>«»•* 
his  grandfather,  a  little  before,  when  he  was  excommunicated  by 


Alexander,  the  pope,  as  ye  have  heard.  A.  D. 

After  this,  when  the  emperor  had  greatly  afflicted  by  battle  the  1239 
pope's  ecclesiastical  consorts,  such  as  conspired  with  the  pope  against  125o. 

him,  and  had  wasted  and  destroyed  Benevcntum,  the  Mount  Case-  

num  and  Sora,  because  they  took  part  with  the  pope  against  him ; 
Frederic,  when  he  had  manned  the  city  of  Aquila,  marched  forth 
with  a  great  host  both  of  horsemen  and  footmen  to  Picenum,  that  he 
might  vanquish  his  enemies  in  Italy ;  and,  by  the  way,  he  besieged 
the  strong  town  of  war,  named  Asculinum,  which  was  also  converted 
to  the  pope's  faction  and  rebellion.    He  there,  having  understanding 
of  what  the  pope's  assistants  had  done  with  the  princes  electors,  and 
other  princes  of  Germany,  especially  with  W enceslaus,  king  of  Bo- 
hemia, and  Otho  Palatine,  writeth  his  letters  unto  them.    In  these  The  effect 
he  first  showed,  how  those  contumelies  and  spiteful  words,  which  the  b"er 
pope  blustered  out  against  him,  are  lighted  upon  himself;  and  how  ^'^"X" 
the  bishops  of  Rome  have  taken  to  them  of  late  such  heart  of  grace,  prin«i  ot 
and  are  become  so  lofty,  that  not  only  they  seek  to  bring  emperors,  Genn*ajr- 
kings,  and  princes,  under  their  obedience,  but  also  seek  how  to  be 
honoured  as  gods ;  and  say  that  they  cannot  err,  neither  yet  be 
subject  or  bound  to  any  religion ;  and  that  it  is  lawful  for  them  to 
do  all  things  they  list ;  neither  that  any  account  is  to  be  sought  or 
demanded  of  their  doings,  or  else  to  be  made  of  them  to  any  ;  so  im- 
pudent are  they  in  these  their  affirmations.    And  further,  as  princes, 
they  command  (and  that  under  pain  of  cursing),  that  men  believe 
everv  thing  they  say,  how  great  a  lie  soever  it  be ;  insomuch  that,  Noenemy 
by  tins  covetousness  of  his,  all  things  go  backward,  and  the  whole  ™S3u  to 
state  of  the  commonweal  is  subverted,  neither  can  there  any  enemy  J£j reh  of 
be  found  more  hurtful  or  perilous  to  the  church  of  God  than  he.  o*>  »■•»:> 
He  wrote  unto  them,  furthermore,  that  he  (to  whom  the  greatest  ThVenT-" 
charge  and  dignity  was  in  the  whole  commonweal  appointed  and  £™h  to 
committed),  seeing  and  perceiving  to  his  great  peril,  their  good  {J;™ove 
hearts,  wills,  and  practices  towards  him,  would,  with  all  the  power  wid  put ' 
and  ability  that  God  had  given  him,  do  his  endeavour,  that  he  who,  more0ther 
in  the  likeness  of  the  shepherd  of  the  flock,  and  the  servant  of  ^f^rtL 
Christ,  and  chief  prelate  in  the  church,  showeth  himself  so  very 
a  wol£  persecutor,  and  tyrant,  may  be  removed  from  that  place, 
and  that  a  true  and  careful  shepherd  of  God's  flock  may  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  church.     Wherefore  he  exhorteth  them,  that  if 
they  desire  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  whole  state  of  the 
commonweal  and  empire,  they  be  unto  him  no  hinderere,  but  fur- 
thcrcrs  of  his  purpose  and  proceedings ;  lest,  otherwise,  they  also 
should  happen  to  fall  into  the  same  snare  of  servitude  with  the 
bishop  of  Rome.    And  further,  he  gave  them  to  know,  that  if 
the  pope  should  aspire  to  that  he  sought  for  (that  is,  to  be  an 
emperor  and  king  over  kings),  yet  should  that  be  no  stay  of  his 
insatiable  desire,  but  he  would  be  as  greedy  and  ravenous  as  now 
he  is ;   therefore,  if  they  be  wise,  they  should  withstand  him 
betimes,  lest  hereafter,  when  they  would,  it  should  be  too  late, 
neither  should  they  be  able  to  withstand  his  tyranny. — The  effect  of 
this  epistle  I  took  out  of  Aventinus,  who  more  largely  dilatcth  it, 
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nenry  and  also  writeth  that  the  emperor  (by  his  legates)  sent  the  same  to 

I//.       iir  | 

  Wenceslaus. 


the  pope 
Kg, 


A.D.  Boiemus,  somewhat  relenting  at  this  letter,  promiseth  to  accom- 
1  to°  cmPeror  8  biddings  and  precepts,  and  forthwith  gathcreth 

1250.  tne  assembly  of  princes  and  nobles  at  /Egra ;  where,  by  common 
Botcm    consent,  they  think  to  renovate  with  the  emperor  a  new  league  and 
reienteth  covenant.  And  furthermore,  they  find  Otho  Boius  (who  was  absent, 
£^.cm"  and  would  not  be  at  this  their  assembly)  to  be  the  author  of  this 
othor»nd  defection,  and  an  enemy  to  the  commonweal.    Otho  then,  seeing 
himself  not  able  to  stand  against  Caesar  and  the  other  princes  with 
whom  he  was  associated,  desiring  aid  of  the  pope  by  his  letters,  came 
with  all  speed  to  Boiemus,  his  kinsman ;  whom,  when  he  could  not 
persuade  unto  him  again,  neither  would  he  to  their  parts  also  be  won, 
lie  obtaineth,  notwithstanding,  thus  much  at  their  hands :  that  the 
league  and  covenant  which  they  were  in  hand  to  make  with  the 
emperor,  might  for  a  time  be  deferred,  and  that  another  assembly 
might  be  made,  whereat  he  also  would  be,  and  join  himself  with 
them.    Thus  had  they,  who  killed,  as  you  heard,  his  father,  be- 
witched also  his  son,  and  brought  him  to  be  both  a  rebel  and  a  traitor. 
In  the  mean  season,  the  pope  sent  his  rescript  unto  the  king  of 
Bohemia  and  to  Otho,  tending  to  this  effect ;  that  in  no  case  they 
should  cither  forsake  him  or  the  church,  to  take  the  emperors  part. 
And  so  much  prevailed  .he  by  the  means  of  Bohuslaus  and  Budislaus, 
who  were  the  chief  of  the  senate  regal,  and  by  his  fair  promises  and 
bribes  to  such  as  he  before  had  made  towards  him,  tuat  again  at 
Libussa,  by  Boiemus  and  Boius,  new  assemblies  were  gathered  for 
the  creation  of  a  new  emperor,  in  spite  of  Augustus  the  emperor,  and 
Caesar,  his  son.    And  while  this  was  thus  in  hand,  Conrad  Caesar 
casteth  I^andshuta,  the  wife  of  Otho,  then  absent,  in  the  teeth,  for 
great  benefits  and  possessions  which  her  husband  had,  and  possessed 
by  his  ancestors ;  and  that  unless  her  husband  took  a  better  way  with 
himself,  and  showed  his  obedience  to  the  emperor,  his  father,  he 
should  not  enjoy  one  foot  of  that  land  which  now  he  had  by  his 
ny  what  predecessors.    The  promotion  and  dignities  which  Otho  had  by  the 
otho*  ancestors  of  Conrad  Caesar  came  thus:  Frederic  Barbarossa,  a.d. 
Kraupm-  1180,  at  a  parliament  holden  at  Reginoburg,  condemned  Henry 
th"*t-m ^jC0  °^  n'£n  trea8011?  and  deprived  him  of  his  dominions  of  Boiora  and 
m       Saxony,  and  gave  Boiora  to  Otho  Wiltaspachius,  because  he  had  done 
h«  «)«>»-  jjjm  gucj1  faithful  service  in  his  Italian  wars.  After  that,  Louis,  the  son 
of  this  Otho,  obtained  of  this  emperor  Frederic  1 1.,  in  recompense  of  his 
assured  and  trusty  fidelity,  the  dition  of  '  Palatinatum  Rheni/  so  called; 
who  gave  also  Agnes,  the  daughter  of  Henry,  earl  of  Palatine,  to 
Otho,  his  son,  in  marriage.  This  Henry  was  the  son  of  Henry  Leo,  the 
traitor,  unto  whom  Henry  VI.,  the  father  of  Frederic,  gave  in  marriage 
Clementia,  the  daughter  of  his  brother  Conrad,  Palatine  of  the  Rhine, 
and  gave  him  the  keeping  of  the  palace  of  the  same.    And  as  touch- 
ing the  inheritance  of  Boiora,  he  had  also  now  long  possessed  that, 
by  the  heirs  of  Otho  Wiltespachius.    But  to  our  purpose  again. 
r^m^Tof     At  the  same  time,  also,  the  governor  of  Colonia  Agrippina  revolted 
n»rePvoit  ^°      l^pe  >  wno> n°t        after,  in  a  skirmish  between  Brabantinus 
cth  to  the  and  him,  was  vanquished  and  taken  prisoner.    And  doubtless,  Fre- 
pope      deric  of  Austria,  after  he  was  received  into  favour  again  with  the 
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emperor  (keeping  most  constantly  his  promise  and  fidelity  renewed),  tf<»Tr 
during  this  time  mode  sharp  war  upon  the  Hungarians,  who  took  //;' 
part  with  the  pope,  and  greatly  annoyed  them.  As  these  things  thus  A.  D. 
passed  in  Germany,  the  emperor,  when  he  had  gotten  Ascalum,  and  *^j9 
led  his  host  into  Flaminia,  having  Ravenna  at  his  command,  from  j2£0 

thence  came  to  Faventia,  which  city  never  loved  the  emperor  (the  - 

circuit  of  whose  walls  is  five  miles  in  compass),  and  pitched  his  camp 
round  about  it.  Although  the  siege  was  much  hindered  by  austerity 
of  the  time  and  weather  (it  being  in  the  very  dead  of  winter)  still, 
notwithstanding,  through  his  great  fortitude  and  courage,  so  animating 
his  soldiers  in  the  painfulness  of  the  laborious  siege,  he  endured  out 
the  same,  who  thought  it  no  little  shame,  having  once  made  that 
enterprise,  to  come  from  thence  without  any  assault  given.  And 
therefore,  when  now  the  winter  (so  extremely  cold  and  hard)  was 
nearly  ended,  and  the  spring-time  hard  at  hand,  and  when,  by  long 
battery,  he  had  made  the  same  in  divers  places  assaultablc,  the  citizens 
(being  greatly  discouraged,  and  in  no  hope  of  the  defence  thereof)  sent 
their  legates  to  the  emperor,  craving  pardon  for  their  offence,  and 
that  he  would  grant  them  their  lives,  and  so  yielded  themselves  to 
his  mercy. 

The  emperor,  having  against  them  good  and  sufficient  cause  of 
revenge,  yet  because  his  noble  heart  thought  it  to  be  the  best  gre»t 
revenge  that  might  be,  to  pardon  the  offence  of  vanquished  men,  "unwary, 
considered  it  better  to  grant  them  their  requests,  and  to  save  the 
city  and  citizens,  with  innumerable  people,  than  by  arms  to  make 
the  same  his  soldie^s,  prey,  to  the  destruction  both  of  the  city  and 
great  number  of  people  therein.  So  doth  this  good  emperor  in  one 
of  his  epistles,  "  Adacta  nobis,""  confess  himself.  Which  epistle,  to 
declare  the  lenity  and  merciful  heart  of  so  worthy  a  prince,  if  with 
great  and  marvellous  provocations  and  wrongs  he  had  not  been  in- 
cited, I  thought  good,  in  the  midst  of  the  history,  here  to  have  placed. 
But  thus  I  have  kept  you  long  herein,  and  yet  not  finished  the  same. 

In  this  siege  the  emperor,  having  spent  and  consumed  almost  all  Th*  «n- 
his  treasure,  both  gold  and  silver,  caused  other  money  to  be  made  of  tot^A  to 
leather,  which  on  the  one  side  had  his  image,  and  on  the  other  side  the  of 
spread  eagle  (the  arms  of  the  empire),  and  made  a  proclamation,  that  leather 
trie  same  should  pass  from  man  to  man  for  all  necessaries  instead  of 
other  money  ;  and  therewithal  promised,  that  whosoever  brought  the 
same  money  unto  his  exchequer,  when  the  wars  were  ended,  he  would 
give  them  gold  for  the  same,  according  to  the  value  of  every  coin 
limited  ;  which  thing  afterwards  truly  and  faithfully  he  performed,  as 
all  the  historiographers  do  agree. 

Thus  when  the  pope,  as  before  is  said,  had  stopped  his  ears  and  The  pop* 
would  not  hear  the  emperor  s  legates  who  came  to  entreat  for  peace,  fornf£.,h 
but  rejected  and  despised  his  most  courteous  and  equal  demands ;  gjjfi  Jjj 
neither  yet  had  he  left  any  wily  policy  unattempted  or  force  unprac-  SemX" 
tised,  by  means  of  which,  with  his  confederates,  he  thought  himself 
either  able  to  revenge  or  resist :  he,  by  his  legates,  calleth  to  a  council 
at  Rome,  all  such  prelates  out  of  Italy,  France,  and  England,  as  he 
thought  to  favour  him  and  his  proceedings ;  that  hereby,  as  his  last 
shift  and  only  refuge,  he  by  their  helps  might  deprive  Frederic  of 
his  empire,  as  an  utter  enemy  to  God  and  to  the  church.    All  which 
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Hffii  things  Frederic  having  understanding  of,  and  knowing  that  these 

.  —  assemblies  would  be  put  to  the  destruction  and  supplanting  of  him, 

A- p.  he  determined  to  stop  and  hinder  their  passage  to  Koiue,  as  well  by 
sea  as  by  land,  all  that  ever  he  might ;  so  that  all  the  passages  by 
1250.  lan(*  behig  now  stopped  and  prevented,  he  commanded  his  son 

 Henry,  with  certain  galleys  to  go  and  keep  the  coasts  of  Sardinia, 

which  kingdom  the  Italians  call  Entimum  :  and  from  thence  to  go  to 
JJJJ^JL.  Pisa,  and  with  the  Pisans  to  rig  out  a  navy  to  meet  (if  it  were 
geth  forth  possible)  with  such  as  should  come  to  aid  the  pope  at  Rome.  The 
*  n*vy'   pope's  champions,  understanding  that  by  land  they  could  not  safely 
repair  to  Rome,  procured  of  galleys  and  ships  out  of  Genoa  (having 
Gulielmus  Braccius  for  their  chief  captain  or  admiral)  forty  sail  for 
their  defence ;  thinking  hereby,  that  if  they  should  happen  to  meet 
with  any  of  the  emperor  s  ships  or  galleys,  which  should  lie  for  them 
in  wait,  they  should  be  able  to  make  their  part  good,  and  give  them 
also  the  repulse.     Encius,  in  like  manner,  and  Huglinus,  being 
captain  and  admiral  of  the  Pisan  navy  for  the  emperor,  launched 
forth  to  sea  with  forty  ships  and  galleys :  and,  betwixt  the  isles  of 
Lilium  and  Mons  Christi,  which  lie  between  Liburnium  and  Corsica, 
vlcu»ry'  mt  'ncy  Ine'  w'tn  *nc  Genoese  ships  ;  and  straight  ways  fiercely  began  to 
ma-     grapple  with  and  board  them,  m  which  fight,  at  length,  were  three  of 
55S**the  Genoese  slups  both  bilged  and  sunk,  and  twenty-two  taken 
'm?*  an^  brought  away,  with  all  the  riches  and  treasure  in  them.  In 
these  were  taken  three  of  the  pope's  legates,  whereof  two  were  cardi- 
nals ;  the  legates  were  Jacobus  Columna,  Otho  Marchio,  and  Gre- 
gory of  Romania,  all  cruel  enemies  against  the  emperor,  and  many 
more  prelates  were  taken  with  them ;  besides  a  great  number  of 
legates  and  procurators  of  cities,  with  an  infinite  number  of  monks  and 
priests,  besides  of  Genoese  soldiers  six  thousand,  with  divers  others. 

Pandolphus  Colonutius,  in  describing  the  circumstances  of  the 
great  loss  and  misfortune  of  these  champions  of  the  pope  by  sea, 
amongst  the  rest  declareth ;  that  besides  the  great  prey  and  booty 
which  the  takers  had  from  them,  they  also  found  many  writings  and 
letters  against  Frederic,  which  much  helped  them  in  the  defence  of 
those  causes,  wherein  they  had  laboured  against  him.  The  like 
mischance  also,  almost  about  that  time,  happened  on  the  pope's  side, 
Another  by  the  emperors  soldiers  who  lay  in  the  garrison  at  Ticinum,  thus : 
uind°2  by  There  went  forth  upon  a  time  out  of  Ticinum  into  the  borders  of  the 
Genoese,  certain  bands  to  give  them  alarms  in  the  country ;  which 
bands  the  scurriers  of  Mediolanum  (where  lay  a  great  garrison  of 
the  pope's)  descrying,  told  the  captain  of  the  town,  that  now  there 
was  a  very  opportune  and  fit  time  to  give  an  assault  to  Ticinum ; 
"  since,"  say  they,  "  the  greatest  part  arc  now  gone  foraging.n 
Whereupon  they  immediately  calling  together  the  captains  and 
such  as  had  charge,  set  their  soldiers  in  array,  and  marched  forward 
to  Ticinum.  And  now,  when  they  were  come  almost  thither,  the 
Ticinian  bands  (whom  they  thought  to  have  been  far  off  foraging) 
returned  and  met  with  them,  and  fiercely  gave  a  full  charge  upon 
them  :  who,  being  dismayed  at  the  suddenness  of  the  matter,  fought 
not  long,  but  gave  over  and  fled.  In  which  skirmish  were  taken, 
besides  those  that  were  slain,  three  hundred  and  fifty  captains,  who 
brought  prisoners  into  Ticinum  with  all 
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News  hereof  was  brought  to  the  emperor  not  long  after,  who  then 


was  removing  from  the  siege  of  Faventia  (as  ye  heard)  to  the  city 
of  Bcnonium,  thinking  to  destroy  the  same.    But  upon  the  hearing  A.  D. 
this  good  news,  he  altcreth  his  purpose,  and  thinking  to  have  here- 
after  a  more  convenient  time,  leadeth  his  army  towards  Rome  ;  and  1:^0 

in  the  way  he  rcconcileth  to  him  the  city  of  Pisarum.    But  Fanum,  - 

because  the  townsmen  shut  their  gates  and  would  not  suffer  the 
emperor  to  come  in,  he  took  by  force  and  destroyed.    For  the  The  em- 
emperor,  seeing  that  neither  by  petition  made  to  the  pope,  nor  yet  thiniieth 
by  his  lawful  excusation,  he.  could  do  any  good  with  him,  thought  Ihc"™^ 
that  by  his  sudden  coming  thither,  and  with  fear  of  the  peril  immi- 
ncnt,  he  might  be  brought  to  some  uniformity,  and  caused  to  leave 
off  his  accustomed  pertinacity.    And  although  the  emperor  was  too 
strong  for  hiin,  yet,  because  he  regarded  nothing  more  than  the  public 
tranquillity  of  the  empire,  and  that  he  might  then  take  the  Tartarian 
wars  in  hand,  if  he  could  by  any  means  conclude,  he  refused  not  so 
to  entreat  a  peace  with  him,  as  though  he  had  been  both  in  force  and 
fortune  much  the  pope's  inferior. 

While  this  ruffle  was  betwixt  the  emperor  and  the  pope,  Ocho-  The  Turk 
darius,  the  son  of  the  emperor  of  the  Tartars,  with  a  great  power  chrute'r?- 
and  provision  made,  invaded  the  borders  next  adjoining  to  him,  and  £°™e*'th 
there  won  Roxolanum.  Bodolium,  Mudanum,  with  divers  other  cities,  »n<i  miKh- 
towns,  and  villages,  destroying,  wasting,  and  burning  the  countries  all ty  power* 
about ;  killing  and  slaying  man,  woman,  and  child,  and  sparing  none 
of  any  sex  or  age.    (a.d.  1241.)     At  this  sudden  invasion,  the 
people  being  in  great  fear  and  perplexity,  having  no  city,  no  refuge, 
nor  aid  to  stand  m  defence  for  them,  were  fain  to  leave  all  they  had, 
and  disperse  themselves  into  woods,  and  fly  to  marshes  and  mountains, 
or  wherever  any  succour  else  did  offer  itself  to  them.    And  by  this 
time  the  Tartarian  host  was  come  as  far  as  Uratislavia,  where  Henry 
of  Polonia  and  the  duke  of  Silesia,  with  their  armies,  met  with  them  ;  unmer- 
who,  for  the  inequality  of  the  number  and  small  strength  they  were  ^"'RhUl 
of,  liad  soon  an  overthrow,  and,  almost  all  their  soldiers  being  slain,  g«iw 
they  themselves  were  taken  and  put  to  the  sword.    From  thence  tuns, 
they  came  to  Moravia,  and  from  thence  to  the  kingdom  of  Bohemia, 
which  country,  while  the  king  kept  himself  in  strong  defenced  forts, 
and  durst  not  come  abroad,  they  invaded,  and  destroyed  all  Hungary; 
putting  to  flight  and  vanquishing  Colmannus,  the  brother  of  Belus  IV. 
the  king  of  Hungary,  by  whom  also  was  great  spoil  made  in  both  the 
Pannonias,  Misiarum,  Bulgaria,  and  Servia.     When  Belus,  the  The  king 
king  of  Hungary,  had  gotten  to  Pola  (which  is  a  city  of  Istria),  Jl"*. 
unto  Otho,  the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  he  sent  his  legates  to  Frederic,  the  °f 
emperor;  promising  that  if  he  would  send  him  aid,  so  that  the  Tar-  w.enipe" 
tarians  might  be  expelled,  Hungary  should  ever  after  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  emperor :  which  thing  if  he  refused  to  do,  that 
then  Hungary  would  be  in  great  danger  of  being  subjected  to  the 
Tartarians,  to  the  no  little  peril  of  the  whole  empire.    And  he  said 
further,  that  the  cause  wherefore  he  with  more  instance  required  the 
same,  was,  that  so  many  christian  men  and  countries  made  such  pitiful 
lamentation  in  this  their  gTeat  calamity  and  misery,  and  that  there 
was  none  able  to  help  them ;  "  which,"  saith  he,  "  is  as  great  shame 
as  may  be  to  the  whole  christian  state  and  empire.''    And  also  he 


Digitized  by  Google 


the  pope's  subtle  practices. 


Hr»ff  said,  that  if  the  malice  of  this  barbarous  people  were  not  suppressed, 
Uicn  he  thought  they  would  make  invasion  upon  the  empire  and  the 


A.  D.  provinces  of  the  same. 
1241      The  emperor,  although  he  thought  it  very  requisite,  that  with  all 
1250   convenient  speed  this  mischief  should  be  remedied  and  prevented ; 

 —  yet,  notwithstanding,  his  great  enemy  the  pope,  with  liis  confederates, 

was  the  only  let  and  hinderance  thereof.  For  when  he  saw  and  per- 
ceived that  he  himself  could  do  no  good,  and  only  laboured  in  vain 
in  seeking  peace  with  the  pope,  he  gave  commandment  to  Boiemus 
and  Boius,  to  entreat  and  persuade  him,  that  considering  the  immi- 
nent peril  like  to  ensue,  by  reason  of  such  civil  dissension,  to  the  whole 
state  of  Christendom,  he  would  take  up  and  conclude  a  peace,  and 
mitigate  somewhat  his  fierce  and  wrathful  mood.  Wherefore,  when 
he  saw  further,  that  neither  by  entreaty,  nor  by  any  other  means, 
the  pope  would  desist  from  his  stubborn  and  malicious  froword  pur- 
pose, he  writeth  again  to  the  king  of  Hungary,  that  he  was  right 
sorry,  and  greatly  lamented  their  miserable  state,  and  that  he  much 
desired  to  relieve  the  need  and  necessity  that  he  and  all  the  rest  stood 
in.    But,  as  the  cause  why  he  could  not  redress  the  same,  nor  stand 


Suit  that  him  then  in.any  stead,  he  blamed  greatly  the  bishop  of  Rome;  who 
bnJt^  refusing  all  entreaty  of  peace,  he  (the  emperor)  could  not,  without  great 
re»uted.  peril  to  himself,  depart  out  of  Italy,  lest  that  when  he  should  come 
to  the  aid  of  him  (by  the  pope's  mischievous  imaginations),  he  should 
be  in  peril  of  losing  all  at  home.    Notwithstanding,  he  sent  Conrad 
Ctesar,  king  of  Bohemia,  and  other  princes  of  Germany,  to  resist  and 
withstand  the  enemy,  as  much  as  in  them  lay.    The  great  army  and 
number  of  such  soldiers,  as  wore  the  cross  by  the  pope's  assignment, 
deferred  their  journey  against  the  Tartarians,  and  had  commandment 
given  unto  them  by  one  Albert,  the  pope's  procurator,  to  tarry  and 
abide  at  home,  until  they  should  be  called  for  in  battle  to  fight 
Had™-   against  the  emperor.    To  conclude,  this  was  the  loving  zeal  and 
affection  of  the  pope  and  his  adherents,  in  this  time  of  calamity, 
"•gj*"  towards  the  christian  state  and  commonwealth;  that  he  had  rather 
uabut    bond  his  force,  and  revenge  his  malice  upon  the  christian  and  good 
th»  Turk.  cmpCror)  ^an  he  himself  either  withstand,  or  suffer  and  permit  by 
conclusion  of  any  profitable  peace,  that  this  most  bloody  and  cruel 
Tartarian  should  be  let  and  restrained  from  such  great  havoc,  spoil, 
and  slaughter  of  the  christian  men :  and  yet,  forsooth,  these  men  will 
seem  to  have  the  greatest  regard  of  all  others  to  the  christian  preser- 
vation, and  think  to  have  the  supremacy  given  therein  !  What  thing 
else  is  this,  but  manifest  mockery  and  deceiving  of  the  people? 
But,  notwithstanding,  even  in  the  midst  of  this  spoil  and  havoc  of 
Polonia,  Bohemia,  and  Hungaria,  was  it  determined,  that  at  Libussa, 
the  princes  confederate  should  be  assembled,  about  the  deposing  of 
the  emperor,  and  the  creation  of  another. 
The  em-      But  now,  notwithstanding  the  provident  foresight  and  wise  policy 
VSJA  °* tne  emperor  (as  you  heard  before)  in  restraining  the  passages  both 

bnm total  ^  8ca  an<*  'an<''       niM*  8Pcc*a'  rc^d  thereunto,  and  gave  most  strict 
or  the     charge  that  none  should  pass  without  privy  search  and  examination, 
as  one  having  sufficient  trial,  as  well  in  his  own  person,  as  by  the 
example  of  his  predecessors,  what  great  mischief  and  dissension,  by 
legates  every  way  sent  out,  they  had  procured,  both  to  the 
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imperial  state  and  dignity,  and  to  the  whole  country  of  Germany ;  yet 
found  they  such  means,  and  wrought  such  policies,  that  they  had  not 
only  secret  passage  and  repassage  with  their  letters  and  spies  into  all  A.  D. 
Christendom  where  they  listed,  but  they  also  so  laboured  the  matter 
and  handled  the  same,  that  the  long  continued  league  of  amity 
between  the  French  king  and  the  emperor,  whose  predecessors,  as 
also  they  themselves,  had  many  years  reverently  observed  it  in 
christian  concord  and  unity,  was,  by  this  seditious  prelate  and  arro- 
gant vicar  of  Satan,  now  either  utterly  infringed,  or  else  in  variable 
suspense  ;  as  by  their  letters  to  each  other,  and  here  ensuing,  is  to  be 
lead  and  seen  ;  which,  for  the  more  probability  of  this  history  of  Fre- 
deric (not  being  long  or  greatly  tedious),  I  thought  meet  here  to  insert. 

The  Epistle  of  the  French  King  to  Frederic  the  Emperor,  touching 
the  Imprisonment  of  certain  Cardinals  of  France. 

Hitherto,  noble  emperor,  hath  the  good  opinion  and  great  confidence  (many  Long 
years  in  mutual  love  established  betwixt  us)  lasted  and  continued  well,  hoping  fr"***. 
that  no  such  cause  should  rise  betwixt  us  to  hatch  either  hatred  or  other  occa-  twata  um 
sioti  offensive  between  your  highness 's  empire,  and  our  kingdom.    Especially,  empire 
seeing  that  all  our  predecessors,  kings  of  France,  late  of  most  worthy  memory,  ^"n,1^"8 
till  these  our  days,  nave  been  so  zealously  afTectcd  to  the  most  high  ana  regal  state  Franw. 
of  your  empire  ;  and  also  that  we,  after  whom  God  hath  placed  successively  to 
reign  as  king,  have  been  no  otherwise  minded  nor  affected  towards  the  same. 
None  otherwise  also  on  their  behalf  have  the  ancient  and  renowned  emperors 
of  Rome,  our  neighbours  and  your  predecessors,  showed  themselves  towards  us 
(each  other  esteeming  the  empire  and  kingdom  of  France  as  one),  and  faithfully 
conserving  together  the  unity  of  peace  and  concord ;  insomuch  that  there  bath 
not  chanced  between  them,  these  many  years,  so  much  as  one  spark  of  discord  The  king, 
and  dissension.    But  this  notwithstanding,  we,  for  our  part,  cannot  but  greatly  ^^"JJ,1. 
marvel,  and  not  without  good  cause  are  troubled  and  vexed,  that,  without  desert  {un-ment 
or  any  offence,  you  have  taken  the  prelates  of  our  realm  upon  the  sea,  making  of  ,he 
their  repair  to  the  see  apostolical,  to  the  which,  as  well  by  their  faith  as  their  ^^'d  not 
obedience  they  stand  bound  and  are  obedient,  neither  could  they  withstand  the  »o  h»ve 
pope's  commandment ;  these  have  you  imprisoned,  and  so  still  detain  the  same .  u^,^_t0 
whereat  (we  do  your  majesty  to  wit)  we  are  not  well  pleased,  neither  yet  take  it  peror. 
in  so  good  part,  as  you  peradventure  think  we  do.    For  by  their  own  letters  we 
understand,  they  had  contemplated  nothing  prejudicial  to  your  imperial  estate 
and  celsitude,  although  the  pope  had  prosecuted  therein  more  than  became  him 
to  do.    Wherefore,  seeing  that  there  is  no  cause  why  you  should  detain  them ; 
it  is  meet,  and  becometh  no  less  your  magnificence,  that  you  restore  unto  us  and 
set  at  liberty  the  said  prelates  of  our  realm ;  wherein  also  you  shall  appease  our 
grudge,  and  keep  us  your  friend,  who  account  the  displeasure  you  do  to  them  as 
our  own  and  proper  injury.    For  why  ?  It  were  a  great  dishonour  to  our  realm 
and  kingly  estate,  if  we  would  wink  hereat  and  overpass  the  same  with  silence. 
Wherefore,  if  you  will  consider  and  respect  the  thing  that  we  have  said,  we 
doubt  not  but  that  you  will  release  the  bishop  of  Penestrum,  with  the  other 
legates  and  prelates  of  the  church,  whom  you,  to  our  prejudice,  do  detain.  In 
desiring  our  aid,  doubtless  we  gave  unto  them  a  manifest  nay ;  neither  could  they 
obtain  in  our  kingdom  any  thing  at  all  which  seemed  to  be  against  or  prejudicial 
to  your  majesty.    Let  therefore  your  imperial  providence  ponder  in  the  balance 
of  justice  those  things  which  we  write  unto  you,  neither  let  our  lawful  request 
unto  you  be  frustrated  or  made  in  vain.   For  our  realm  and  kingdom  of  France 
is  not  so  debilitated  or  impoverished  that  it  will  be  spurned  at,  or  trodden  under 
your  feet    Fare  ye  well. 

The  Rescript  of  the  Emperor  to  the  same  Letter  of  the  King  of 

France. 

Our  imperial  magnificence  hath  perused  your  kingly  letters ;  wherein  if  we  £.r,m.cth. 
had  not  found  manifest  contradiction,  they  might  peradventure  have  obtained  teraVon-^ 
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Henrp  at  our  hands  all  that  they  required.    But  even  as  with  a  little  leaven  a  whole 

.  111  •  lump  of  dough  is  soured  ;  so  a  manifest  untruth  alleged  hath  made  the  whole 

A.  D.  argument  of  your  letter  both  faulty  and  unsavoury.    It  is  apparent  that  you 

1 24 1  wanted  the  virtue  of  mediocrity  in  the  conclusion  of  the  same  your  grace's  letters ; 

to  for  that  they  themselves  bewray  no  less  than  we  give  you  manifestly  to  under- 

1 250.  stand,  and  many  more  besides  do  know.  It  is  notorious  also,  and  to  all  the  world 
revealed,  in  what  sort  that  apostolical  father  hath  impugned  our  innocency,  as 


Hmth  well  with  the  one  sword  as  with  the  other;  and  that  how,  whilst  we  at  his  com- 
•eivc«.  mandment  took  our  journey  beyond  the  seas,  the  same  our  great  enemy  and 
•|M«to«-  hostile  adversary  invaded  our  kingdom  of  Sicily ;  and  the  same,  not  in  one  place 
caJ  father  or  two,  but  in  divers  and  sundry  parts  thereof  hath  wasted,  spoiled,  and  destroyed. 
twoVand-  ^U8»  when  with  great  entreaty  at  our  return  from  Asia,  we  had  concluded 

ed  sword,  a  peace  with  him,  which  with  us  at  his  own  pleasure  he  made,  and  had  taken 
dr'd'wid  an<^  rece'vca<  our  devotion  for  the  same,  which  in  serviceable  manner  we  granted 
twenty     him  ;  the  said  apostolical  father,  that  notwithstanding,  hath  since  that  time  rather 
ounce*  of  aggravated  his  displeasure  toward  us,  than  any  thing  at  all  qv alined  the  same ; 
beforeyou  a     further  hath,  to  our  deprivation  and  subversion,  excogitated  and  devised 
he«rd.      against  us  all  the  mischief  he  might  or  hath  been  able,  no  cause  in  all  the  world 
given  of  us  to  provoke  the  same  ;  and  further  hath  he  promulgated,  to  our  great 
defamation  and  shame,  as  well  by  his  letters  as  legates,  the  sentence  of  excom- 
munication against  us  unto  all  nations.    Lastly,  he,  aspiring  to  our  impeiial 
state,  and  conspiring  our  supplantation,  hath  made  war  against  us,  as  against 
king  David,  God's  anointed  ;  and  hath,  unto  a  private  council,  for  that  purpcte, 
called  all  the  prelates  he  can  get,  as  one  that  meaneth  to  set  all  the  whole  world 
together  by  the  cars.    But  such  is  the  marvellous  wisdom  of  God,  by  whom  we 
live  and  reign,  who  beholding  the  wicked  purpose  he  went  about  (confounding 
Thecrsf-  the  crafty  in  their  craftiness),  hath  given  into  our  hands  as  well  your  prelates 
p»«w  "in  °^  ^c  m^m  °f  France,  as  also  of  other  regions  and  provinces ;  all  whom  we 
their  craf-  imprison  and  detain,  as  enemies  and  adversaries  to  our  imperial  crown  and 
tinew.     person.    For  where  there  desisted  not  to  be  a  persecutor,  there  hath  not  wanted 
also  a  suilicient  withstander  and  defender.    Let  not,  therefore,  your  kingly 
highness  marvel,  although  Augustus  detaineth  in  prison  your  French  prelates, 
who  have  endeavoured  themselves  to  conspire,  and  ao  to  disturb  our  imperial 
estate  and  regiment    Fare  ye  well. 

When  Frederic  now  saw  there  was  no  other  remedy,  and  that  in 
vain  he  laboured  to  have  peace  with  the  pope,  he  prosecuteth  this 
war  to  the  uttermost ;  and  when  he  had  gotten  Tudcrtum,  and  recon- 
ciled the  same,  he  destroyed  the  towns  of  Geminum  and  Narvia,  and 
giveth  the  spoil  of  them  to  his  soldiers,  he  gently  received  the  yield- 
ing up  of  Siburnum,  and  wasteth  all  the  country  round  about  i^ome. 
De«th  of  The  pope  herewith  dismayed,  and  troubled  with  such  as  otherwise 
Gregory  dissuaded  and  counselled  him,  and  seeing*  that  things  prospered  not 
a.d.1241.  so  well  with  him  and  against  the  emperor  as  he  wished  and  desired, 
being  in  despair  of  obtaining  his  purpose,  died  for  very  anger  and 
thought,    a.d.  1241. 

What  opinion  the  prelates  of  Germany  at  that  time  had  of  this 
Gregory  is  extant  and  to  be  seen,  in  the  oration  of  Eberhard,  bishop 
of  Juvavence,  which  he  made  to  the  nobility  of  Bojoria,  in  the  par- 
liament at  Reginoburgh,  written  by  Johannes  Aventinus  in  his  seventh 
book.  Doubtless  he  not  only  brought  great  and  ruinous  calamities 
on  the  whole  christian  commonwealth  and  also  the  empire,  whilst  he 
sought  thus  to  depress  and  bridle  the  emperor  and  advance  his  papal 
see  and  dignity,  but  he  also  brought  into  the  church  of  God  much 
horrible  impiety,  blasphemy,  and  wickedness,  whereof  both  Blondus, 
Platina,  Balams,  and  others  make  mention ;  and,  amongst  others,  that 
most  the  detestable  canticle,'  Salve  Reginaf  in  which  he  attributeth  the 
honour  and  worship  proper  only  to  Christ,  unto  the  Virgin,  his  mother. 
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This  is  he  in  whose  name  the  book  of  the  decretals  was  set  out,  which  Henry 
(to  omit  the  opinion  of  divers  other  learned  men)  Johannes  Balrcus 


callcth  '  the  sink  or  puddle  of  foolishness  and  impiety  V  Doubtless 
Carolus  Molimcus  (a  man  of  singular  judgment  both  in  that  luw  to 
which  in  tribunal  courts  and  judgments  is  used,  as  also  in  this),  painted  1 250. 
forth  the  decree  of  this  Gregory  in  his  book  of  4  Annotations  unto  Carolu, 
Plat  ina/  whose  words  thereof  are  these: — "Doubtless  divers  chapters  Moiinem 
in  the  same  book  of  decretals  be  mangled  and  imperfect,  that  many  Smtdi 
contentious  arguments  therein  might  lurk.'" 1    For  when  the  ambitious  fjJJJ 
desire  of  reigning  like  kings  took  them,  they  studied  nothing  else  but ,x- 
how  to  enlarge  and  advance  their  see  and  dominion  (oft  shaken  and 
weakened  through  contention  with  the  empire  itself  and  other  king- 
doms), and  this  purpose  and  end  had  they,  and  none  other,  in  all 
their  constitutions ;  the  proof  whereof  Molinaeus  declareth  in  his  book 
*  De  Regibus  Gal  lice  et  Anglitc.'    But  many  more  examples  by  the 
emperors,  princes,  and  lords  electors  of  the  empire  may  be  gathered, 
whereof  to  speak,  more  convenient  place  shall  serve  hereafter. 

In  the  stead  of  this  Gregory  was  placed  Celestine  IV.,  born  in 
Mediolanum,  amongst  the  Castellians ;  who,  as  Blondus  declareth, 
with  feigned  promises,  offered  a  league  with  Frederic,  and,  on  the 
eighteenth  day  after  he  was  created  pope,  died. 

Thus  when  the  author  of  all  this  conspiracy  was  gone,  Frederic 
now  thinking  himself  free  and  void  of  that  fear  which  before  he  had, 
and  not  daring  to  be  absent  out  of  Italy,  with  all  his  endeavour  levieth 
an  army,  and  prepareth  his  furniture  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
delivery  of  the  Christians,  so  mightily  oppressed,  as  ye  heard,  by  the 
Turks  or  Tartarians.    The  latter,  hearing  of  the  coming  of  the  em-  The  «m- 
peror,  left  the  straight  way  through  Hungary,  by  which  they  came,  ^thP7n" 
and  returned  by  the  river  Danube  to  Taurica,  and  so  through  the  K]f 
fens  of  Meotida,  and  by  the  river  Tanaum,  into  Sarmatia  Asiatica.  jh«  Tar 
When  the  cardinals  had  now  for  a  long  time  protracted  the  creation 
of  the  pope,  and  would  not  agree  upon  the  same,  the  emperor  put 
them  in  remembrance  of  their  duty,  and  blameth  them  for  their  dis- 
agreeing, and  exhorteth  them  to  be  more  careful  for  the  christian 
commonwealth.    His  two  epistles  touching  this  matter  are  extant ; 
whereby  appeareth,  that  only  for  the  care  and  desire  he  had  for  peace 
and  the  christian  unity  and  state,  he  did  the  same ;  and  for  that,  pcr- 
adventure,  the  cardinals  refused  to  make  peace  with  him  before  tney 
had  created  a  new  pope.     The  one  letter,  for  more  brevity,  I  have 
omitted,  and  have  here  inserted  the  other. 

An  Epistle  invective  of  the  Emperor  unto  the  Cardinals,  because  they 
could  not  agree  upon  the  creation  of  the  Pope. 

Unto  you  I  write,  O  you  children  of  Ephraim  !  who  evil  have  bent  your 
bows,  and  worse  have  shot  your  arrows,  filthily  turning  your  backs  in  the  day  of 
battle  :  unto  you  I  speak,  O  you  children  of  Belial,  and  dispurpled  flock  !  you 
insensible  people,  and  assistants  of  the  great  judge !  unto  you  I  write,  O  you 
dissentious  cardinals !  whom  the  world  for  your  deserts  doth  hate ;  for  whose 
cause  the  whole  world  being  at  variance  is  evil  spoken  of.  Doubtless,  1  cannot 
speak  unto  you,  but  to  your  detraction,  because  I  am  worldly,  and  you  spiritual. 
I  am  unperfect,  wherefore  I  must  do  as  the  unperfect  world  doth  :  neither  can 


(I)  "  Ccrtuni  eat,  mull*  capita  in  lit  mutila  et  decurtata  ctic,  i 
lateret,"  Ice.  Carolus  Molineua  upon  the  Decretal*  of  Gregory  IX. 
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the  part  be  dissonant  to  the  whole,  nor  I  contrary  to  myself  that  write.  Attend 

ye,  therefore,  to  my  rude  epistle,  wanting  die  dignity  of  rhetorical  style.  My 

S revoked  tongue  brasteth  forth  into  words,  before  my  conceiving  spirit  hath 
elivcred  the  same  ;  and  so,  not  attending  to  the  higher  regiment,  hath  hastened 
to  express  my  words  not  fully  conceived  or  premeditate.  Thus,  I  say,  a 
troubled  mind  oftentimes  doth  beget  unordered  talk,  and  untimely  uttereth  the 
same.  This,  therefore,  it  is  that  our  heart  hath  conceived,  that  we  believe,  and 
all  men  confess,  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  who 
came  from  heaven  to  make  peace  upon  the  earth,  is  not  divided  and  at  variance, 
being  also  the  Master  and  Lord  of  the  apostles.  But  Satan,  being  divided  in  him- 
self, that  blustering  prince  is  amongst  you,  as  those  to  whom  he  ministereth ; 


Peter's     he,  even  he,  the  persuader  of  discord  and  dissension,  that  man-killer,  father  of 
■htp.  by 
the  di»- 


,ip'  bjr    lies,  and  spirit  of*  darkness,  that  hath  divided  your  tongues,  and  set  dissension 


amongst  yourselves ;  neither  do  ye  good  one  to  another,  nor  yet  to  the  world, 
cardinal*  keiog  by  you  into  so  perilous  a  state  brought ;  and  the  little  ship  of  Peter,  which  is 
Orally  '  tossed  upon  the  sea  by  the  vehement  winds,  you  nothing  regard ;  which  ship,  though 
it  need  not  indeed  utterly  to  fear  drowning,  yet  sunereth  it  by  your  negligence 
many  great  storms  and  perilous  tempests.    Doubtless,  if  ye  would  diligently 
consider  how  the  nations  and  people  whom  ye  were  wont  to  judge,  in  scorn 
shake  their  heads  at  you  ;  every  one  of  you  would  be  ashamed  of  another.  And 
to  say  the  truth,  they  cannot  do  too  much  to  detect  your  so  detestable  opprobry : 
for  whilst  every  one  of  you  aspireth  to  the  chair,  every  one  is  at  variance  with 
his  fellow;  and  whilst  one  of  you  cannot  agree  with  another,  none  is  promoted; 
and  whilst  none  is  promoted,  the  cathedral  dignity  vanisheth.    And  thus  by 
your  discord,  the  peaceable  Btate  and  concord  of  the  church  is  confounded,  and 
the  perfection  of  the  faith  and  religion,  whereby  ye  should  live,  perisheth.  And 
surely,  through  your  default  it  perisheth,  so  that  where  nature  hath  placed  the 
sense  and  understanding  to  be,  that  part,  like  a  monster,  remaineth  with  you 
Peter*!     both  senseless  and  headless.   And  no  marvel,  for  why  your  hearing  is  impaired, 
•^P"      and  that  sound  of  the  mouth  which  shrilly  was  heard  throughout  the  whole 
turned     earth,  is  utterly  dumb,  and  become  a  scoffing  echo.    For  why,  the  thunderings 
Into  a      of  Peter  and  Paul  are  now  no  more  heard,  the  preachers  are  become  dumb  dogs, 
echo1"8    al>d  are  commanded  to  silence.    Perhaps  you  have  hands  ready  to  receive,  but 
there  be  no  bribes ;  for  why,  those  that  were  wont  to  come  from  Saba,  and  bring 
gold  with  them,  now  come  no  more,  seeing  the  Lord  is  not  in  the  inauger,  and 
the  celestial  shining  star  refusing  to  be  their  guide.    Moreover,  ye  want  feet  to 
walk  withal,  for  seeing  there  is  no  man  to  give  you  ought,  you  will  not  remove 
one  foot  for  any  man's  pleasure.   Fie,  shameless  people  !  the  least  and  simplest 
beast  may  learn  you  obedience,  for  the  birds  have  their  captain,  and  the  silly 
bees  their  king ;  but  you  will  come  under  no  government,  &c. 

The  em-      The  emperor,  after  this,  at  the  request  of  Baldwin,  the  emperor  of 
Eulth    Constantinople,  who  came  to  Frederic  to  Parma,  released  the  cardinals 
n'ai/from  ou^  °^  Pr*8on^  thinking  not  only  to  gratify  the  emperor  Baldwin,  but 
prtion.    also  tliat  thereby  things  would  the  better  grow  to  public  tranquillity 
on  every  side.    When  the  cardinals  were  all  assembled  at  Avignia, 
they  made  Sinibald,  a  Genoese,  pope,  whom,  by  a  contrary  name  (for 
that  he  had  determined,  as  I  suppose,  to  be  hurtful  to  the  common- 
A.D.u«.  wealth),  they  called  Innocent  IV.    Of  this  election,  when  Frederic 
understood,  he  was  well  pleased  therewith ;  and  for  that  he  had,  in 
all  this  troublous  time,  been  his  friend,  the  emperor  well-hoped  that 
the  christian  commonwealth  should  by  him  have  been  brought  to 
much  peace  and  concord.    Wherefore  he  sent  both  his  legates  and 
letters  gratulatory  unto  him,  giving  him  to  understand  how  well  it 
contented  and  pleased  him  that  he  was  made  pope ;  and  what  peace 
and  quietness  thereby  he  promiseth  (as  it  were  to  himself)  he  maketh 
Re)o(ceti  full  relation  thereof ;  offering  again  unto  him  observance,  help  and 
aid  in  all  things,  commending  his  dignity  to  the  public  state  and 
quietness  of  the  christian  commonwealth  and  empire. 

He  also  wrote  his  letters  to  Otho,  duke  of  Boioria,  who  a  little 
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before  was  reconciled  to  the  emperor,  that  he  who  was  elected  pope  **n 
was  a  good  man,  a  lover  of  peace,  and  studious  as  well  for  the  tran- 


quillity of  the  christian  commonwealth,  as  of  the  empire.  A-D. 

The  legates  of  Frederic,  also,  with  the  furtherance  of  Baldwin, 
the  emperor  of  Constantinople,  laboured  very  diligently  for  the  con-  1250. 

elusion  of  the  promised  peace ;  and,  to  be  brief,  every  man  was  in  

good  hope  and  looked  for  no  less.   But  far  otherwise  fell  the  matter 
out,  and  contrary  to  all  their  expectations,  for  the  pope,  set  on  and 
encouraged  by  the  cardinals  and  others  against  Frederic,  secretly, 
and  amongst  themselves,  wrought  contrary  to  what  they  openly  pre- 
tended, and  not  a  little  disappointed  both  Frederic  and  others  of  n>e  pope 
their  expectation,  and  of  the  good  opinion  they  had  of  the  pope's  5532m 
holiness.    For,  while  the  emperor's  legates  attended  the  answer  of  ^"e^e 
their  peace  before  promised,  Rainerus,  the  cardinal,  went  secretly  to  hoped  for 
Yitcroium  with  a  certain  number  of  soldiers,  and  took  the  town,  peacc' 
which  before  was  on  the  emperor's  part. 

The  emperor  having  understanding  hereof,  mustereth  his  bands,  and 
with  a  sufficient  power  entereth  the  pope's  dominion,  again  to  recover 
Viterbium  :  but  yet,  taking  this  war  so  in  hand  (not  thinking  thereby 
to  expel  all  conditions  of  peace),  at  the  request  of  certain  of  the  cardi- 
nals he  was  contented  to  leave  Viterbium,  it  being  furnished  by  the 
emperor  with  warlike  provision  before  his  departure,  and  came  to  Aqua. 
From  thence  he  sent  again  other  ambassadors  to  Rome,  and  with  them 
also  the  emperor  of  Constantinople,  with  the  earl  of  Toulouse,  who 
he  thought  were  able  to  do  much  with  the  pope  in  the  prosecuting  of 
this  peace.    But  although  at  the  time  of  Easter  the  matter  seemed  DiMimti- 
to  have  been  got  through,  and  peace  concluded,  for  that  his  legates  {£!0,",^le 
had  sworn  in  the  behalf  of  the  emperor  (and  as  he  willed  them),  that  pop*  in- 
hc  would  submit  himself  to  the  pope  ;  and  again,  although  the  ear-  iy?nx 
dinals  and  others  commonly  called  and  named  him  Frederic,  the 
christian  Prince,  yet  all  this  was  no  more  but  for  a  further  fetch  and 
purpose,  not  that  they  meant  indeed  to  conclude  any  peace  with  him, 
or  to  go  through  therewithal,  but  that  through  this  dissimulation  and 
likelihood  of  peace,  which  they  understood  the  emperor  much  desired, 
he  should  set  free  and  open  the  passages  which  he  straitly  kept,  so 
that  no  man  could  pass  and  come  to  Rome,  whither  a  great  multitude 
daily  resorted  and  nocked  for  religion's  sake.    But  when  all  came  to 
all,  and  the  legates  perceived  that  no  conclusion  of  peace  was  simply 
purposed  on  their  behalf,  they  began  to  despair  of  the  matter ;  letting 
the  emperor  so  to  understand.     The  emperor,  notwithstanding, 
doubted  not,  but  if  he  might  himself  speak  with  the  pope,  he  upon 
reasonable  conditions  should  well  enough  accord  with  him  ;  wherefore 
he  by  his  legates  and  letters  desired  him  to  appoint  a  place  where  the 
emperor  might  resort  to  him.    The  pope  seemed  to  be  contented 
hercwithal,  and  appointed  a  day  at  Fescennia,  where  they  would  talk 
together ;  and  the  pope  promised  that  he  would  be  there  before  him, 
and  expect  the  emperor  s  coming.    But  the  pope  (a  bitter  enemy  to  The 
the  said  Frederic),  in  the  mean  while,  had  made  a  confederacy  with  mocklX 
the  French  king  against  him  ;  who  when  he  knew  those  three  galleys  Iot.'SSl 
to  be  ready  and  Drought  unto  Centincellas,  which  he  before  had  L^,,nh,to 
spoken  for  unto  the  Genoese,  secretly  ID  the  night,  with  his  company,  whm-  he 
hastening  thither  in  post  speed,  he  took  ship,  and  first  came  to  Genoa,  beoThtm. 

VOL.  II.  K  K 
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tfyrjr  and  from  thence  to  Lyons  in  France ;  where  he  (to  answer  the  steps 
of  his  predecessors),  calling  a  council,  with  a  loud  voice  summon  etli 


A.I).  Frederic,  and,  appointing  him  a  day,  commanded  him  there  per- 
1245  sonally  to  plead  his  cause. 

And  yet  although  he  understood  that  the  sudden  departing  of  the 

 pope  out  of  Italy  made  plain  demonstration  of  no  conclusion  or 

meaning  of  a  peace  ;  and  although  he  also  knew  the  council  which 
the  pope  had  called,  wherein  he  was  himself  both  plaintiff  and  judge, 
and  at  the  same  council,  those  whom  the  pope  had  by  bribes  allured 
foreshowed  the  destruction  of  the  emperor ;  with  many  other  such 
evident  demonstrations,  of  the  pope's  both  envious  and  hateful  heart 
towards  him  :  yet  the  most  modest  emperor,  using  the  innocency  and 
uprightness  of  his  cause,  and  as  one  most  desirous  of  peace  and 
christian  concord,  sent  the  patriarch  of  Antioch,  who  lately  was  come 
out  of  Syria,  the  bishop  of  Panormia,  and  Thadcus  Suessanus,  the 
president  of  his  court,  a  most  skilful  and  prudent  civilian,  to  the 
council  at  Lyons ;  who  signified  unto  them  that  the  emperor  would 
be  there  for  the  defence  of  his  own  cause  :  but  as  the  day  was  very 
short,  he  required  a  time  more  convenient  for  him  thither  to  repair. 
The  cm-  The  emperor,  also,  being  onward  on  his  way,  and  come  as  far  as  Tau- 
pnmrth  to  rinum,  sent  before  hiin  other  messengers,  as  the  master  of  the  Flemish 
»pi-Mhil  oru,°r' m^  ^etcr  de  Vineis,  to  give  them  understanding  of  the  emperors 
aticc  be-  coining,  and  to  entreat  that  he  would  prorogue  the  day  of  hearing, 
{kip*!  c  till  he  might  conveniently  travel  thither.  But  for  any  thing  that 
could  be  either  said  or  done,  or  upon  how  just  cause  soever  required, 
the  pope  would  not  give  so  much  as  three  days'  space,  in  the  which  time 
the  ambassadors  assured  them  of  the  emperor  s  presence ;  as  though 
there  had  been  no  common  proviso  for  every  man  in  that  case  by  the 
law  to  have  used  upon  any  reasonable  hindrance.  For  what  should  I 
longer  protract  the  time  ?  When  the  day  by  them  appointed  was 
come,  the  pope  with  his  confederates  (whom  for  money  and  bribes  he 
had  gotten  to  that  council) — against  God's  law,  against  christian  doc- 
trine, against  the  prescript  of  the  law  both  of  nature  and  of  reason, 
against  the  rule  of  equity,  against  the  order  of  law  appointed,  against 
the  constitutions  of  emperors  and  also  the  decrees  of  the  empire, 
without  any  observation  of  the  law,  or  granting  dilatory  days,  without 
probation  of  any  crime,  or  his  cause  being  suffered  to  be  pleaded 
unto,  or  hearing  what  might  be  answered  therein — the  pope  taking 
upon  him  to  be  both  adversary  and  judge,  condemned  the  emperor 
being  absent,  and,  *in  his  full  heat  of  fury  and  malice,  denounced 
him  accursed ;  and  moreover  deprived  him  of  his  imperial  dignity, 
charging  him  with  heinous  crimes  of  perjury  and  sacrilege,  writing 
also  letters  and  libels  of  defamations  to  all  kings,  princes,  and  poten- 
tates.*1 What  more  wicked  sentence  was  ever  pronounced  ?  What 
more  cruel  act,  considering  the  person,  might  be  committed  ?  What 
thing  more  brutish  and  vile  could  have  been  imagined  or  devised  ? 
And  yet  hercat  were  those  bishops  nothing  ashamed ;  but,  meaning  to 
leave  their  doings  in  writing,  as  an  impudent  testimony  to  their  pos- 
terity, established  the  same  for  a  law  to  continue. 
Verge-  But  mark  what  vengeance  God  took  upon  this  wicked  judge. 
ctiTon*11*  The  writers  of  the  Annals  record,  that  when  Frederic,  the  emperor, 

(I)  Poi  IhU,  with  the  two  lut  parentheses  in  the  paragraph  next  above,  tee  Edition  158J,  p.  T3.— Ed. 
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and  Conrad,  his  son,  being  Cscsar,  were  both  dead,  the  pope  gaping 
for  the  inheritance  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  thinking  by  force  to  1U' 
have  subdued  the  same,  came  to  Naples  with  a  great  host  of  men;  A-D. 
where  was  heard  in  the  pope's  court  manifestly  pronounced  this  1215 
voice,  "  Vcni  miser  ad  judicium  Dei.""    "  Thou  wretch,  come  to 

receive  thy  judgment.""  And  the  next  day  after,  the  pope  was  found  - 

dead  in  his  bed,  all  black  and  blue,  as  though  he  had  been  beaten 
with  bats ;  as  before,  in  the  history  of  king  John,  is  declared. 

When  the  emperor  had  understanding  of  this  cruel  and  tyrannical 
sentence  of  the  pope  passed  and  pronounced  against  him,  consi- 
dering his  furious  purpose  and  mind  therein,  he  thought  good,  by 
his  letters,  to  let  all  christian  princes  and  potentates  understand,  as 
well  what  injurious  and  manifold  displeasure  he  had  sustained  by  the 
four  popes  in  all  their  times,  as  also  the  cruelty  and  tyranny  of  this 
pope,  in  pronouncing  the  sentence  of  judgment  and  condemnation 
against  him  (passing  the  bounds  both  of  justice,  equity,  and  reason); 
which  letter,  as  he  wrote  the  same,  hereunder  followeth. 

The  Letter  of  the  Emperor  to  the  French  King  and  other  Princes, 
in  consequence  of  the  Sentence  given  against  him  in  the  Council 
of  Lyons  by  the  Pope  and  Cardinals. 

Although  we  suppose  not  the  contrary,  but  that  both  by  true  certificate  and 
common  rumour  you  have  heard  of  the  indifferency  of  our  cause  and  good 
handling  thereof:  yet  for  that  more  credit  is  commonly  given  to  what  the  eye 
seeth,  than  to  what  the  ear  receiveth,  we  thought  good  to  present  unto  you  the 
naked  truth  of  such  things  as  the  popes  successively  have  put  forth,  and  forged 
against  us.   For  the  perusing  and  consideration  of  which  my  case  and  letter,  I 
beseech  your  gentleness  amongst  other  times  of  leisure,  that  you  will  spy  out 
some  fit  and  convenient  time.  And  all  others  whatsoever  who  shall  have  desire 
to  hear  princes'  counsels  and  affairs,  let  them  in  like  sort  attentively  consider. 
First,  whether  our  predecessors  have  been  destitute  or  not,  of  godly  zeal,  just 
dealing,  and  righteousness:  and  whether  we  may  not  lawfully  revenge  our- 
selves, being  so  much  provoked,  of  such  evils  and  injuries  as  have  been 
wrought  against  us.    Secondly,  let  them  consider  whether  Christ's  vicar  doth 
follow  Christ's  steps  or  not;  and  whether  Peter's  successors  do  follow  his 
example  or  not ;  and  also  by  what  law,  equity  and  right,  that  sentence  which 
they  have  pronounced  against  us,  may  be  maintained  and  allowed :  as  also 
what  name  they  may  justly  -give  it,  and  whether  that  may  be  said  to  be  a 
sentence,  which  is  given  by  an  insufficient  judge  or  not.    For,  although  we 
acknowledge  that  the  Lord  hath  given  Ml  power  in  spiritual  things  unto  his 
church,  that  whatsoever  the  same  bindeth  in  earth,  is  bound  in  heaven,  and 
whatsover  the  same  looseth,  is  also  loosed ;  yet  we  read  neither  by  God's  law, 
nor  by  any  law  of  man,  that  we  ought  of  duty  to  be  subject  unto  him,  or  that 
an  empire  ought  at  his  pleasure  to  be  transformed  and  transposed,  or  that  he 
may  give  any  such  sentence  or  judgment  to  punish  princes  temporally,  and 
deprive  them  of  their  kingdoms.    For  why  ?    Although  our  consecration  be- 
lougeth  unto  him  by  right  and  custom  (as  he  challengeth),  yet  our  deposing 
and  depriving  doth  no  more  belong  to  him,  than  doth  that  presumption  belong 
to  any  other  prelate  of  other  realms,  which  do  consecrate  and  anoint  their 
kings,  as  the  custom  and  manner  is.    Or  in  case  it  were  so  (we  nothing  hin- 
dered hereby)  that  he  had  such  power :  hath  he  that  power  to  the  intent  to 
revenge  himself  upon  whomsoever  his  malicious  mind  consenteth,  and  without 
all  equity  and  law,  to  bring  them  under  his  jurisdiction?    He  hath  proceeded 
of  late  against  us,  as  is  said,  but  not  by  the  order  of  accusation,  forasmuch  as 
neither  was  there  any  sufficient  accuser,  neither  went  there  out  any  inscription 
or  process  before;  neither  yet  by  denunciation,  forasmuch  as  there  lacked  a 
lawful  denouncer;  neither  yet  by  the  Way  of  inquisition,  for  that  there  went 
before  it  no  manifest  accusation.    But  he,  peradventure,  will  say,  that  all 
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Henry   things  that  he  layeth  against  us  were  manifest  and  notorious.    But  that  we 

  deny,  and  nothing  to  be  notorious,  but  that  which  may,  by  a  sufficient  number 

^  yy    of  witnesses,  be  approved  and  tried.    For  so  may  every  judge  himself  (con 
1215    temmng  l*,e  oNler  of  law)  affirm  what  he  lists  to  be  notorious,  and  thus 
~0     condemn  whom  he  lists.    There  were  against  us  (as  well  it  may  be  said  in 
1250    councu<)  certain  false  witnesses,  although  not  many,  of  whom  the  bishop  of 

 —  Calin  was  one,  whose  near  kinsman  or  nephew  (by  our  laws  condemned  for 

treason  to  be  hanged)  makcth  also  to  us  an  infestive  enemy. 

With  such  like  effect  prosecuting  the  rest  of  his  epistle,  which 
for  brevity's  sake  I  omit.    This  policy  the  pope  used,  to  vex  and 
disturb  both  the  country  of  Germany,  and  the  whole  empire ;  and 
not  only  so,  but  also  utterly  to  destroy  and  subvert  the  same,  by 
the  ruinous  decay  whereof,  the  pope  and  his  prelates  thought  to 
Germany  make  up  their  mouths.    And  thus,  while  Germany  was  now  newly 
ol'cHn    zrbmi  divided,  some  taking  part  with  Frederic,  the  emperor,  and 
buriy     Conrad  Caesar,  his  son,  and  other  nobles  and  princes  of  the  empire , 
through  some,  with  those  who  by  the  pope's  procurement  should  be  the 
electors  of  the  new  emperor ;  others  with  neither,  as  men  not 
mlnd-     minding  nor  tending  to  the  public  utility,  but  to  serve  their  own 
purposes,  armed  themselves ;  and  thus  was  the  public  peace  and 
quiet  broken  and  disturbed,  and  altogether  in  tumult  and  hurly- 
burly.    For  whilst  the  one  part  laboured  by  all  force  to  retain  the 
dominion  by  public  and  common  consent  first  to  him  committed,  the 
other  part  in  like  sort  endeavoured  themselves,  with  all  their  force 
and  power,  to  use  and  occupy  the  same,  according  to  the  decree  of 
the  bishop  of  Rome,  and  to  take  it  from  Frederic.     Thus  great 
conflicts  grew  on  all  sides, 
sponedby     By  these  civil  wars,  Germany  suffered  no  little  calamity ;  in  every 
•entiao*  P^ace  was  manslaughter  and  murder,  the  country  spoiled,  the  towns 
fiJJfjjjL anu*  villages  set  on  fire  and  burnt,  the  churches  and  temples 
praetkw  wherein  the  husbandmen  had  put  their  goods  and  substance,  violated 
35«£   ant*  robbed  :  houses  were  pulled  down,  the  goods  divided,  and  every 
**ror-     man's  cattle  driven  away.    To  conclude,  in  this  turmoil  and  con- 
tention of  deposing  and  choosing  another  emperor,  in  this  faction  of 
princes,  and  this  liberty  of  wearing  armour,  in  this  licence  of  hurting 
and  sinning,  the  impudent  boldness  of  divers  private  soldiers,  and 
especially  of  such  as  were  the  horsemen,  then  counted  the  better 
sort  of  soldiers,  was  so  great,  and  their  unbridled  and  unsatiable 
desire  in  robbing,  spoiling,  and  taking  of  booties,  catching  and 
snatching  all  that  came  to  hand,  so  much,  that  nothing  could  be 
sure  and  in  safety  that  any  good  man  enjoyed.    Wherefore,  a  little 
wiiHsm,  before  the  death  of  William,  the  king  (a.d.  1256),  threescore  cities 
H^n^d,         towns  belonging  to  Louis  Palatine,  duke  of  Boiora  and  the 
t&S*    Rmne'       °tno'  ms  80n'  and  other  princes,  of  whose  names  Aven- 
iheRo-   tinus,  in  his  seventh  book  of  the  Annals  of  the  Boiores,  maketh 
Styopa!  mention,  joined  themselves  in  a  league  for  the  expelling  of  these 
fndrebeu  rcuc^8'  ano-  repressing  of  their  so  great  injurious  rapines  ana  slaughter 
chVAi  *  of  men  ;  of  which  army  the  said  Louis  being  captain,  he  chased  and 
oirniny.  drn\c  tne  whole  rout  of  them  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  Germany,  and 
pulled  down  and  overthrew  their  castles  and  fortresses,  and  every 
Fidelity  other  place  where  they  had  intrenched  themselves, 
totherm-     Otho  Boius,  yet  notwithstanding,  keepeth  his  promise  and  faith, 
p«n»r.     most  constantly,  made  before  to  the  emperor  Frederic  and  Conrad, 
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his  son  ;  whereupon  Philip  Javavcnsis,  Albert,  and  others,  calling  a  Ht*n 

council  at  Mildorsus,  by  the  pope's  commandment,  sent  for  Otho  

unto  them,  unto  whom  they  opened  the  pope's  pleasure  and  com-  A.D. 
mandment.    To  all  which,  when  he  had  heard,  Otho  answered  :  M  I  1215 
cannot  marvel  at  some  of  you  enough,  that  when,  as  heretofore,  you 
persuaded  me  to  leave  and  forsake  the  part  I  took  with  the  bishop  — — - 
of  Rome,  whom  you  yourselves  affirmed  to  be  Antichrist,  and  that  wmtv> 
I  should  take  part  with  the  emperor,  why  you  yourselves  will  not 
keep  your  fidelity  and  promise  made  unto  those  good  princes  :m  and 
he  said,  that  he  perceived  in  them  a  great  inconstancy  and  levity, 
both  in  their  words  and  deeds,  who  now  call  that  thing  wicked, 
unjust,  and  violently  wrong,  that  but  lately  they  thought  equal,  just, 
and  right.   He  said  further,  that  they  were  overcome  with  pleasures, 
corrupted  with  superfluity,  won  with  bribes,  gaping  for  honour  and 
estimation ;  and  that  they  neither  regarded  honesty,  godliness,  nor 
their  duty  and  office,  but  studied  how  to  make  dissension  and  com- 
motions, and  longed  after  war  and  bloody  battle. 

He  said  further,  that  for  his  part  he  would  obey  God  and  his 
prince,  to  whom  he  had  sworn  fidelity ;  and  that  he  nought  esteemed 
the  feigned  holiness  and  detestable  practices  of  such  prelates.  He 
said  he  believed  in  Christ,  and  would  trust  to  his  mercy ;  and  that 
he  believed  how  those  whom  they  cursed  and  gave  to  the  devil,  were  E,Mm. 
in  greatest  favour  with  God.    Howbeit,  and  notwithstanding  those 
prelates  took  in  good  part  this  expostulation  of  his,  and  seemed  to  turning 
bear  Otho  no  malice  or  grudge  for  what  he  had  said,  but  to  be  ^  {J,'e 
desirous  of  peace  and  unity,  yet,  not  long  after,  Otho  was  cursed  as  JjfcJk 
black  as  all  the  rest,  and  counted  as  bad  as  the  worst.  part. 

Albert,  the  pope's  champion,  now  in  Germany,  playeth  not  only 
rea  amongst  the  citizens,  but  also  bethought  him  of  a  mischievous 
device  against  Conrad  Casar,  the  emperors  son.    When  by  fraud 
and  subtilty  he  had  gotten  and  taken  many  of  the  rich  burgesses  and 
citizens  of  Reginoburgh,  who  bare  the  emperor  good  will,  and  had 
sent  them  prisoners  to  Staffum,  Conrad,  joining  with  other  noblemen 
of  the  empire  (after  he  had  spoiled  and  wasted  much  of  his  lands 
and  others  his  companions),  drave  lum  so  near,  that  upon  certain 
other  conditions  he  delivered  again  the  citizens.    And,  shortly  after, 
coming  again  to  Reginoburgh,  and  being  received  and  welcomed  into 
the  college  of  Doctor  Hamaranus,  Albert,  with  certain  of  his  con- 
federates, by  the  means  of  Ulric,  a  chief  officer  of  the  monks,  came 
in  the  dead  of  the  night  into  the  chamber,  where  the  Cecsar  with  a  c*win 
few  others  about  him  did  lie,  and  falling  upon  them,  some  they  A*£££  °' 
took,  and  others  they  slew ;  and  finding  no  other  body  in  the 
chamber  or  lodging,  they  thought  that  Caesar  had  been  slain  among 
the  rest.    But  ne  hearing  the  noise,  forsook  his  bed,  and  hid  lumself 
under  a  bench,  and  so  escaped  their  hands.    The  next  day  he  out- 
lawed or  proscribed  the  bishop  and  his  mates,  and  also  the  monks' 
bailiff  for  treason,  and  seized  upon  all  the  goods  of  the  house.  But, 
at  the  suit  of  the  guiltless  monks,  he  released  all  to  them  again,  Albert, :» 
taking  by  way  of  fine  one  hundred  pounds.  Ulric  lost  his  office,  and  p^*uh- 
Albert,  to  escape  danger  of  punishment,  took  upon  him  the  habit  of  J^jh 
a  monk.     Conrad  Hochenfolseus,  who  was  the  murderer  of  these  JJ^'j1 
men,  though  he  escaped  the  punishment  of  man's  hand,  yet  the  «ryn 
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vengeance  of  God  for  the  feet  he  escaped  not.  For  as  he  rode  in  the 

_    —  day  time  abroad,  he  was  suddenly  stricken  with  a  thunderbolt  and 

A  D-  died 
1216 

to        During  all  this  busy  and  contentious  time,  it  may  well  be  gathered, 

1250.  that  Frederic,  the  emperor,  lay  not  still,  but  had  his  hands  full :  who, 

^  cm.  notwithstanding,  by  God's  help,  overcoming  and  suppressing  these 

^•leuT  or  ^c  tf1^161"  Part  °^  tnesc  rebellious  popish  tumults,  and  having 
tbr^Ttu-  done  strait  execution  on  those  especially  who  had  conspired  against 
mulu'    his  person,  called  a  council,  and  setting  in  some  stay  the  troublesome 
affairs  of  his  kingdom,  came  to  Cremona  with  Frederic,  prince  of 
Antioch,  Richard,  earl  of  Umbria,  the  governor  of  Flamminia,  and 
Encius,  king  of  Sardinia,  with  a  great  number  of  soldiers  and  men  of 
war  besides.    And  besides,  he  took  with  him  (whom  he  sent  for  out 
of  every  part)  the  wisest,  most  virtuous,  and  best  learned  men  that 
there  were,  thinking  with  them  to  have  gone  himself  to  Lyons  to  the 
pope,  and  there  to  have  with  him  communication,  as  well  concerning 
the  sentence  definitive,  as  also  about  the  conclusion  of  any  peace,  if 
by  any  means  he  might.    And  when  all  things  were  prepared  and 
ready,  he  took  the  journey  in  hand,  and  came  to  Taurinum,  having 
with  him  both  a  great  army  of  soldiers,  and  also  a  great  company  of 
legates  and  ambassadors.    From  thence  sending  his  carriages  before, 
within  three  days1  journey  of  Lyons,  he  was  certified  that  Parma  was 
r»nn»    taken  and  kept  by  the  outlaws  of  divers  and  sundry  factions  of  the 
Lcptnb*"d  pope,  his  near  neighbours  and  friends ;  as  by  the  pope's  legate,  and 
f2g*  other  citizens,  as  of  Brixia,  Placentia,  and  such  like.    Which  when 
ami  other  he  understood,  and  that  the  pope  herein  was  the  only  and  chief  doer, 
oViii^"    he  saw  manifestly  it  should  little  prevail  to  attempt  any  further  the 
thing  he  went  about,  and  then,  at  length,  when  he  saw  no  other 
remedy,  putting  from  him  all  hope  of  peace,  he  determined  himself 
The  em-  to  the  wars  with  all  his  force  and  might.    Thus  altering  his  purpose 
tcreYh  hu  and  journey,  he  took  the  straightest  way  into  Lombardy,  and,  witn  an 
irorn'ly-  anny  0I*  sixty  thousand  men,  besieged  Parma.    And  to  the  intent 
on»  to     he  might  more  aptly  and  near  the  town  plant  his  siege  and  battery 
without  disturbance,  first  he  intrenched  nis  camp,  and  fortified  the 
same  about  with  bulwarks  and  other  defensible  munition.  After 
that,  he  caused  divers  victualling-houses  and  taverns  in  his  camp  to 
be  slightly  builded  of  timber;  and  without  the  camp  he  appointed 
the  place  where  the  market  should  be  kept,  and  all  victuallers  resort 
that  would.     He  appointed  places  for  their  churches  and  temples, 
and  in  seemly  manner  adorned  the  same :  and  for  the  most  part 
their  tents  were  builded  with  wood,  so  that  it  was  like  another 
Parma.    All  which  things  when  he  had  finished,  which  was  not  long 
in  doing,  for  this  happy  and  prosperous  success  he  called  and  named 
it  Victoria,  and  had  thought  to  have  made  the  same  to  be  in  the 
stead  of  the  city  of  Parma,  which  he  purposed  to  have  made  level 
with  the  ground.     And  in  the  beginning,  both  there  and  else- 
where, all  things  prospered  well  with  Frederic,  and  had  good  success ; 
for  he  sharply  laid  to  their  charges  who  defended  and  kept  the  city 
■narib-  of  Parma.    And  further,  Robert  Castilion,  who  was  the  emperors 
bTthe     lieutenant  in  Piccnum,  near  unto  Auximum,  discomfited  the  pope's 
h"uw?^*  army,  and  slew  of  them  more  than  four  thousand,  and  took  many 
such  as  were  of  the  confederate  cities  prisoners.    And  when  the 
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factions  or  companies  of  the  Ghibellincs  «md  Guelphs  in  Florence 
were  at  controversy,  when  Frederic  of  Etruria  came  to  the  Ghibellines, 
to  whom  they  had  sent  for  aid,  the  Guelphs  therewith  dismayed,  A-D- 
fled  from  thence  to  Bononia,  whose  goods  and  substance  came  all  to  1 JJ7 
the  emperors  coffers,  and  Florence  also  itself  to  the  emperors  1250. 

obedience.    But  this  good  success  and  prosperous  fortune  lasted  not  

long,  for  as  at  a  time  when  Frederic,  to  recreate  himself  (who  seldom 
had  his  health),  rode  about  the  fields  with  certain  of  his  horsemen 
to  hawk  and  hunt,  many  of  the  emperor's  soldiers,  thinking  nothing  Ncrii- 
less  than  of  such  a  matter  to  be  attempted  of  a  many  starvelings  fhi'™°f 
within  the  town  of  Parma,  wandered  and  ranged  unarmed  out  of {jjjjy^ 
their  city  Victoria  about  the  fields.    The  soldiers  in  Parma,  having 
this  occasion  offered,  with  all  force  and  speed  possible  entered  the  * 
emperors  camp  or  town  Victoria  ;  which  being  not  very  strongly 
fenced,  nor  having  gates  to  shut  against  them,  was  a  thing  easy 
enough  to  do.    The  sudden  strangeness  of  the  matter  much  abashed 
the  soldiers,  and  they  rang  out  their  larum-bell.    The  first  assault 
was  given  upon  Marcus  Malaspina's  charge,  whom,  when  the  empe- 
ror, returning  in  all  haste,  found  to  be  hard  beset,  he  had  thought  to 
have  rescued ;  but  when  that  was  perceived  of  the  enemy,  they  bent 
all  their  force  together  on  that  side,  insomuch  that  the  emperor  was 
forced  to  take  to  the  trench,  lest  he  should  have  been  of  the  enemy 
environed.    From  thence  he  retired  into  the  city  or  camp,  where  he  SJJJJ^" 
had  thought  to  have  gathered  further  aid ;  but  the  enemy  giving  not  £r£lc* 
so  much  time  thereunto,  with  all  force  entered  the  city  Victoria. 
The  emperor  now,  when  the  enemies  were  entered,  left  the  camp, 
and  came  to  Dominum,  who,  when  they  had  killed  and  slain  a  great 
number  of  the  emperor's  soldiers,  and  had  burnt  and  destroyed  the 
same  camp  Victoria,  came  again  to  Parma.     The  emperor  then 
suspecting  this  thing  to  be  wrought  by  treason,  whereby  the  enemy 
had  understanding  as  well  of  the  emperors  absence,  as  also  of  the 
negligence  of  his  soldiers,  imprisoned  certain  of  the  chiefest  about  J[?p([jjon" 
him,  amongst  whom  also  was  Petrus  de  Vineis.    Yet,  whilst  he  was  or  hi* 
at  Dominum,  gathering  together  his  soldiers,  and  the  residue  of  his  c*pu,m- 
bands,  Encius  gcttcth  a  great  victory  over  the  Mansuanos,  who 
coming  to  the  rescue  of  Parma,  lost  fifty  of  their  ships,  and  all  that 
they  liad  in  them. 

After  this  also,  Richard,  in  another  conflict  in  Picenum,  discom- 
fited the  pope's  soldiers,  and  slew  their  captain,  Hugolinus,  besides 
two  thousand  others  slain  and  taken  prisoners.   When  now  Frederic 
had  gathered  again,  and  new  mustered  his  bands  at  Dominum,  he 
marched  forth  to  Cremona;  and,  notwithstanding  that  there  he 
understood  of  the  good  success  and  victory  that  Encius  had  at  Rhe- 
gium,  yet  for  that  he  perceived  the  defection  and  backsliding  of  all 
or  most  part  of  Lombardy  from  him,  he  determined  to  take  his 
journey  into  Apulia ;  and  when  he  had  there  levied  a  strong  and 
sufficient  power,  he  purposed  to  make  his  speedy  return  again  into 
Lombardy.    Therefore,  in  his  journey  through  Etruria  into  Apulia, 
he  joined  with  his  son  Frederic,  who  besieged  Capras,  and  took  the  c«pr«» 
same,  and  led  with  him  divers  of  the  chiefest  captains  prisoners ;  and  g*^** 
after  that,  subduing  Miniatum  unto  the  obedience  of  the  empire,  he  »or. 
into  Apulia. 
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//r«rjf      When  news  was  brought  him  thither,  that  Encius  his  son  (coming 
to  aid  the  Mutinenses  against  the  Bononians)  was  taken  prisoner  two 


A.D.  miles  off  from  Mutina,  and  that  in  his  absence,  the  popes  captains, 
12j0"  with  their  bands  and  garrisons,  went  throughout  all  Lombard)*, 
Emilia,  Flamminia,  and  Etruria,  to  stir  and  procure  the  cities  to 
revolt  from  the  obedience  of  the  emperor,  and  working  the  same, 
partly  by  subtle  policies,  and  partly  by  force  and  sinister  means,  to 
bring  them  to  his  purpose  :  he  determined  with  himself,  with  all  the 
force  and  power  he  might  by  any  means  procure  and  make,  to  begin 
afresh,  and  prosecute  this  war  to  the  uttermost.    Neither  was  it  to 
The  ftn-  ^  doubted  (as  Pandolphus  Colonucius  writeth)  but  that  he  would 
poMthta  have  wrought  some  marvellous  exploit  and  great  attempt,  but  that  he 
wmBB     was  of  this  his  purpose  (whereunto  he  was  both  willing  and  bent) 
le'nJpt"  prevented  by  unlooked-for  death.    For  when  he  fell  into  this  ague, 
being  at  a  certain  castle  of  his  in  Apulia,  called  Florentinum,  and 
seeing  by  the  extremity  thereof  his  days  to  be  short,  *'  being  poisoned, 
as  some  think,  by  means  of  the  pope,*  he  remembered  that  which 
was  once  showed  him,  how  he  should  die  at  Florence ;  whereupon 
he  made  and  ordained  his  testament.    And  when  unto  Conrad  and 
other  his  children  he  had  given  and  appointed  the  great  and  innu- 
merable mass  of  money  which  he  had  collected  and  levied  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  wars,  and  godly  purpose,  as  it  is  called,  and  unto 
rnnui  tncm  also  had  given  all  other  his  kingdoms  and  dominions  (to  every 
jj<ij>jr     one  according  to  his  age),  the  emperor,  Frederic  II.,  departed  this 
A.1KUM.  wretched  and  miserable  world,  a.d.  1250.' 

Pandolph  writeth,  that  Frederic  was  very  willing  to  die,  and,  as 
they  made  certain  report  to  him  who  were  present  at  his  death,  that 
his  mind  was  altogether  set  and  bent  on  the  heavenly  joy  and  feli- 
Frederic  city.  The  same  thing  also  Gulielmus  Putranus,  Andreas  Pandalus, 
oneVr0  and  Manardus  the  bishop,  being  Italian  writers,  do  all  affirm ;  of 
whom  this  last  writeth,  that  he  assuredly  believeth  Frederic  to  be 
one  of  the  number  of  God's  elect. 

The  writers,  notwithstanding,  are  of  sundry  judgments  and 
of  "he"*  opinions  touching  this  good  emperors  death.     Some  write,  that 
Frederic  ne  was  traitorously  poisoned  by  his  cup-bearer,  being  hired  therc- 
the  empe-  unto.    Others,  that  he  was  strangled  with  a  pillow  by  Manfred,  the 
son  of  Pherus.     But  Pandulph,  as  good  a  writer  as  the  best, 
maketh  no  mention  of  any  poison  that  was  given  him,  but  only  that 
he  died  of  an  ague.    The  last  opinion  of  Manfred  he  manifestly 
refuteth,  and  showeth  that  there  is  no  manner  of  likelihood  of  the 
same;  and  further,  that  the  contrary  is  affirmed  by  divers  other 
writers  who  were  of  that  time.    He  died  a.d.  1250,  the  thirteenth 
day  of  December,  in  the  seven  and  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and  seven 
and  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign,  whose  corpse  was  brought  to  Panor- 
mum,  and  there  entombed. 
The  km     Frederic  had  three  wives,  the  first  was  Constantia,  the  daughter  of 
JSJ*"  the  king  of  Arragon,  of  whom  he  begat  Henry,  the  duke  of  Sucvia, 
and  king  of  the  Romans :  the  other  Jole,  the  daughter  of  Johannes 
Brennus,  king  of  Jerusalem,  by  whom  he  liad  the  inheritance  of 
Jerusalem,  Naples,  and  Sicily ;  of  whom  he  begat  Conrad,  duke  of 
Suevia,  king  of  Jerusalem  and  Naples,  being  Ctesar:  the  third  Isaljclla, 

(1)  Editlun  IMS,  p.  7I.-EO  (2)  Foxe  crroneou.ly  S'ye»  1SCS  in  i 
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the  daughter  of  king  John  of  England,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  named  H**p§ 
Henrv,  who  is  said  to  have  died  in  his  childhood.    This  Frederic  !  


had  not  his  peer  in  martial  affairs  and  warlike  policies  to  be  compared  A.D. 
unto  him,  amongst  all  the  princes  of  that  age :  a  wise  and  skilful 


soldier  he  was,  a  greater  cndurer  of  painful  labours  and  travails,  most  ^tericm 
bold  in  greatest  perils,  prudent  in  foresight,  industrious  in  all  his  puiwant 
doings,  prompt  and  nimble  about  that  he  took  in  hand,  and  in  advcr-  n7t' 
sity  mo6t  stout  and  courageous.  But  as  in  this  corruption  of  nature 
few  there  be  that  attain  perfection,  neither  yet  is  there  any  prince 
almost  of  such  government  and  godly  institution  both  in  lite  and 
doctrine  as  is  required  of  them :  so  neither  was  this  Frederic  Not  with- 
without  his  fault  and  human  fragility,  for  the  writers  impute  to 
him  some  fault  of  concupiscence,  wherewith  he  was  stained  and 
spotted.1  And  it  appearcth  that  he  was  not  clear  thereof,  foras- 
much as  by  sundry  concubines,  he  had  sundry  children  ;  as 
Encius,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  Manfred,  the  prince  of  Sarentinum,  and 
Frederic,  king  of  Antioch.  And  this  is  all  that  I  find  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  Frederic  by  Colonucius,  which  he  affirmeth  that  he  gathered 
out  of  good  and  probable  authors.  But  as  touching  the  heinous  acts 
and  flagitious  deeds  which  the  pope  burdencth  him  withal,  and  in  his 
sentence  against  him  maketh  mention  of,  Frederic  not  only  purgeth 
himself  thereof,  but  also  divers  historicians  (as  well  German  writers 
as  Italian)  affirm  the  same  to  be  false,  and  of  the  pope's  own  brains 
invented,  to  do  him  skath  and  teen  withal.2  Of  this  matter  those 
things  which  Pandulph,  touching  the  commendation  or  dispraise  of 
Frederic,  writeth,  I  though  t  good  out  of  Italian  to  translate ;  whose 
words  be  these : 

M  Albeit  the  emperor  Frederic  was  endued  with  many  goodly  gifts  p»n«ioiph 
and  virtues,  yet  notwithstanding  was  he  accounted  an  enemy  of  the  huCpr'"£ 
church,  and  a  persecutor  of  the  same :  of  which  Innocent  I V .,  in  his  «nd 
senteuce,  hath  pronounced  him  guilty,  and  the  same  sentence  have  ° 
other  popes  registered  in  their  six  books  of  Decretals,  and  esta- 
blished the  same  for  a  law,  how  that  he  ought  to  be  taken  for  no 
less.  Therefore,  peradventure,  it  should  not  become  me  to  falsify 
or  call  in  question  that  which  others  have  confirmed,  or  else  to 
dispute  and  argue  much  of  that  matter.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  as 
much  as  his  acts  and  deeds  in  writing  declare,  and  the  books  of  the 
chiefest  authors  affirm,  as  also  his  own  epistles  do  testify,  I  cannot 
precisely  say,  whether  the  bishops  of  Rome  so  call  him  and  judge 
him  there-for ;  or  else  for  that  he  was  somewhat  too  bold  in  speaking 
and  telling  them  but  the  truth,  and  reproving  the  ecclesiastical  order 
of  their  great  abuses ;  or  else,  whether  for  that  he  would  have  had 
them  go  somewhat  more  near  the  conditions  and  lives  of  the  ancient 
fathers  of  the  primitive  church  and  disciples  of  Christ ;  or  whether 
because  he  defended  and  stood  with  them  for  the  prerogative  and 
dignities  belonging  to  the  empire  or  not ;  or  else  whether  they  stood 
in  fear  and  awe  of  the  great  power  he  was  of  in  Italy,  which  thing 
indeed  Gregory  IX.,  in  a  certain  epistle  of  his,  confesseth:  but  of 
these  things  let  them  judge  and  discern,  who  shall  read  the  monu- 
ments and  histories  of  Frederic.  Truly"  saith  he,  "  when  I  consider 

( I )  Our  author  advert*  to  the  vices  of  Frederic  with  unjustifiable  partiality  — Ed. 
(J*  "  ))o  him  ikath,  or  skare,"  &c— Bring  upon  him  Injury  and  sorrow  —  V.o 
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Ht*pi  with  myself  that  Christ  (whose  vicars  the  Roman  bishops  boast 
themselves  to  be)  said  unto  his  disciples,  that  they  should  follow  him, 


A.  D.  and  also  imitate  his  example,  as  of  their  master  and  teacher ;  and 
125°-  commanded  them,  furthermore,  how  they  should  not  draw  the  sword, 
The  ,t  but  put  up  the  same  into  the  scabbard  ;  and  further  gave  them  in 
church,  precept,  that  they  should  not  only  forgive  injuries  seven  times,  but 
compared  geventy  timc8  seven,  to  those  that  offended  them ;  and  when  I  now 
chu'rd*  compare  the  lives  of  the  bishops  of  Rome,  how  near  they  follow  him 
arc  like  whose  vicar  they  say  they  be ;  and  consider  so  many  and  great 
an  conspiracies,  treasons,  rebellions,  disloyalties,  lyings-in-wait,  and 
treacherous  devices,  so  many  legates  of  the  popes  (being  ecclesias- 
tical persons)  who  will  needs  be  called  the  shepherds  of  Christ's 
flock,  to  be  such  warriors  and  captains  of  soldiers  in  all  parts  of 
Italy,  Campania,  Apulia, Calabria  (being  the  emperors  dominions), 
in  Picenum,  Emilia,  Flamniinia,  and  Lombardy,  to  be  sent  out 
against  him,  and  also  when  with  myself  I  meditate  the  destruction 
of  so  many  great  and  famous  cities,  the  subversion  of  such  common- 
weals, the  slaughter  of  so  many  men,  and  the  effusion  of  so  much 
christian  blood ;  and  lastly,  when  I  behold  such  victorious,  prosperous, 
and  fortunate  emperors  to  stand,  and  so  many  miserable,  unfortunate, 
and  vanquished  popes  put  to  flight,  I  am  persuaded  with  myself  to 
think  and  believe,  that  the  judgments  of  Go<l  are  secret  and  marvel- 
lous, and  that  to  be  true,  which  iEncas  Sylvius,  in  his  history  of 
Austria  writeth,  that  there  is  no  great  and  marvellous  slaughter,  no 
notorious  and  special  calamity,  that  hath  happened  either  to  the 
public  weal,  or  to  the  church  of  God,  of  the  which  the  bishops  of 
Rome  have  not  been  the  authors.  Nicholas  Machiavel  also  saith, 
"That  all  the  ruinous  calamities  and  miserable  chances,  that  the 
whole  christian  commonweal,  and  also  Italy  hath  suffered,  have  been 
brought  in  by  the  popes  and  bishops  of  Rome." 11 

*  1  Divers  of  the  said  emperor's  letters  arc  dispersed  in  sundry  places 
in  the  story  of  Matthew  Paris,  yet  to  be  seen  ;  whereof  I  thought  to 
insert  these  few  words,  written  to  the  French  king  concerning  anti- 
christ.   Wherein,  in  process  of  his  letter,  these  words  follow — 

"  We  marvel  much  at  the  prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  Frenchmen,  that  you 
do  not  consider  more  quick  than  others,  the  pope's  subtle  deceits ;  or  that  you 
do  not  attend  to,  and  mark  his  greedy  covetousness.  For  his  insatiable  ambition 
purposeth  no  less  than  to  subdue  all  realms  christened  under  his  jurisdiction,  us 
consequently  well  maybe  gathered  by  the  crown  of  England,  brought  under  his 
girdle  ;  yea,  and  furthermore  presumptuously  and  shamelessly  doth  he  achieve, 
to  bring  and  subdue  the  majesty  of  the  imperial  crown,  under  his  authority  and 
dominion,"  &c. 

Besides  this,  divers  other  letters  he  writeth,  not  so  much  charging 
the  pope,  as  proving  him  to  be,  the  beast  and  the  adversary  pre- 
figuring Antichrist.*  The  aforesaid  Pandolph  continues: — "  Many 
epistles  of  Frederic  there  be,  which  he  wrote  unto  the  bishops 
of  Rome,  to  the  cardinals,  and  to  divers  other  christian  princes, 
all  which  I  have  read ;  and  in  them  is  to  be  seen  nothing  con- 
trary unto  christian  doctrine,  nothing  wicked  and  ungodly,  nothing 
injurious  to  the  church  of  God,  nothing  contumelious  or  arrogantly 
written.    But  indeed  I  deny  not  that  his  letters  are  fraught  and  full 

(I)  For  this  paaaage,  and  the  extract  from  the  emperor-,  letter,  M  Edition  15M,  p.  It. 
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of  pitiful  complaints  and  lamentations,  touching  the  avaricious  ambi-  -  Hun 

tion  of  the  ecclesiastical  persons,  and  pertinacity  of  the  bishops  of  —  

Rome,  and  that  he  would  receive  and  take  no  satisfaction  nor  yet  ™J~ 

excuse,  in  the  defence  of  the  right  and  privilege  of  the  empire,  which  '- 

he  maintained  :  also  of  their  manifold  and  infinite  conspiracies  which 
they  practised  both  secretly  and  openly  against  him,  and  of  the  often 
admonitions  which  he  gave  to  the  whole  multitude  and  order  eccle- 
siastical, to  attend  upon  and  discharge  their  functions  and  charges. 
And  those  who  are  still  further  desirous  to  know  and  understand  the 
truth,  and  who  covet  to  search  out  the  renowned  virtues  of  magni- 
ficent princes,  let  them  read  the  epistle  of  Frederic,  dated  to  all  Dwrrcd 
christian  princes,  which  thus  beginneth, '  Collegerunt  principes,  pon-  d»,"onl" 
tifices  et  Pharis«i  concilium  C  and  another,  wherein  he  pcrsuadcth  Bfifffr 
the  college  of  cardinals  to  take  up  the  dissension  between  the  em-  Rttek 
peror  and  the  pope,  which  beginneth,  1  In  exordio  nasccntis  mundi 
and  also  another  which  thus  beginneth, '  Iufallibilis  veritatis  testcm;' 
besides  yet  another,  4  Ad  Regcs  et  principes  orbis  Christiani  i  with 
divers  others,  wherein  may  well  be  seen  the  princely  virtues  of  this 
so  worthy  a  peer;  all  which  epistles  collected  together  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  I  wish  the  learned  sort  to  read,  whereout  they  may  pick  no 
little  benefit  and  commodity  to  themselves.     In  his  epistle  last  Frederic 
recited,  these  are  his  words : 1 — *  Think  ye  not  that  we  so  earnestly  ViTtu? 
desire  or  crave  this  peace  at  your  hands,  as  though  our  majesty  were  th,^|t°f 
terrified  with  the  pope's  sentence  of  deprivation  ;  when  God,  upon  t°  reform 
whom  we  trust  and  invocate,  is  our  witness,  and  judge  of  our  conscience,  church  of 
that  when  we  went  about  to  reform  the  ecclesiastical  state,  but  cspc-  " 
cially  the  ringleaders  of  the  same,  and  should  restrain  their  power, 
and  extirpate  their  great  tyranny,  and  reduce  the  same  to  the  state 
and  condition  of  primitive  church,  we  look  for  no  less  at  their  hands." 
— F or  these  causes  peradventure,  those  who  had  the  government  of 
the  ecclesiastical  dignity,  decreed  and  pronounced  Frederic  to  be  an 
enemy  to  the  church :  of  which  (as  I  have  said)  I  leave  to  others  to 
judge Hitherto  Pandolphus  Colonucius. 

And  doubtless  examples  to  the  contrary  do  appear,  namely,  that  sheweth 
Frederic  was  no  enemy  to  the  church  of  Rome,  for  that  he  both  gave  Kjjjjj 
Large  and  great  gifts  thereunto,  and  also  franchiscd  the  same  with  ££nld 
great  privileges  and  immunities ;  which  things,  by  his  own  constitu-  to  the 
tions,  statutes,  and  customs,  may  be  perceived  and  understood.    But  aDJac 
rather,  contrariwise,  that  the  bishops  of  Rome  most  filthily  recom- 
pensed again  the  same  his  great  liberality  and  princely  benevolence, 
which  he  gave  and  bestowed  upon  the  same,  as  partly  in  the  discourse 
of  this  history  you  have  heard ;  who,  notwithstanding  they  so  mo- 
lested and  tired  him  with  such  and  so  many  injuries  as  you  have  seen, 
he  nevertheless,  forgiving  and  pardoning  all  the  same,  for  the  great 
zeal  he  had  to  the  common  christian  wealth,  whereat  he  more  laboured 
than  at  any  other  thing,  sought  by  all  means  he  might  to  have  peace, 
although  it  were  to  his  own  great  hinderanee.    Therefore,  seeing  he  Self  do, 
was  of  necessity  by  the  bishops  of  Rome  provoked  to  that  war,  if  he  u.'/pVT' 
did  them  any  skath  in  revenge  of  his  imperial  dignity,  let  them  thank  verb  ta 


(1)  "  Non  exi.tlmetU  id  me  a  vobi.  ideo  contendere,  ac  si  ex  sententia  pontifleia  privation!,  ma- 
Jeslas  noctra  »ltpercuNa   Cum  culm  nobis  sit  rccUe  voluntatis  conaeientia  cumquc  Dcum  nobitcum 


presertim  primor<?», 
radicibiu,  ad  primitiM!  eccle.ias  conditioncm  et  » tat  urn 
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fffprt  their  own  selves,  who  might  otherwise  have  remedied  the  same.  Not- 

"  withstanding  upon  this  occasion  divers  writers  (both  Italian  and  Ger- 

D.  man,  who  at  that  time  sought  for  fat  benefices,  and  ever  since,  even 
1 25Q-  unto  these  our  days,  have  done  the  like,  by  flattery  rather  to  obtain 
"T»uu- tnat  which  they  hunted  for,  than  to  bear  true  and  faithful  testimony 
rrth      of  things  as  they  were  indeed)  took  great  occasion  to  write  and 
flatter     slander  this  good  emperor.    But  let  us  pass  over  these  parasites,  and 
oaSnuh.?  return  to  those,  who,  although  they  themselves  were  of  that  calling,  I 
mean  of  the  ecclesiastical  order,  yet  notwithstanding  (for  that  they 
rather  preferred  the  study  of  verity,  and  to  reverence  the  truth  before 
popish  authority  and  flattering  servitude),  greatly  extolled  and  com- 
mended this  good  emperor  Frederic.    So  did  Nicolaus  Cusanus,  a 
cardinal,  in  his  writing,  affirm  this  emperor  to  be  another  Cliarle- 
magne,  both  for  his  wisdom  and  also  diligent  regard  to  the  common- 
weal.   So  also  writeth  -/Egidius  Biturigum,  the  bishop,  in  his  books 
of  the  institution  and  bringing  up  of  a  mince,  which  he  wrote  to  the 
French  king,  exhorting  him  and  all  others  to  take  pattern  of  this 
most  worthy  and  excellent  prince :  in  commendation  of  whose  worthy 
praise  and  virtue  these  verses  are  written  on  his  tomb. 

Si  probitas,  sensus,  virtu  turn  gratia,  census, 

Nobilitas,  orti  posse  nt  resist  ere  morti, 

Non  foret  extinctus  Fredericus,  qui  jacet  intu*. 

Wherefore,  inasmuch  as  it  appeareth  by  the  approved  writers  of 
whom  I  have  made  mention,  who  and  what  manner  of  prince  this 
emperor  Frederic  was,  and  that  because  he  diligently  laboured,  as 
well  in  the  preservation  of  the  christian  commonweal,  as  in  the  con- 
servation of  the  imperial  dignity,  he  procured  to  himself  the  great 
hatred  and  displeasure  of  the  Roman  bishops  (who  have  been  to  all 
the  good  eirrpcrors  for  the  most  part  utter  foes  and  enemies),  and  with 
what  wicked  slanders  and  other  injuries  both  by  them,  and  by  their 
ministers  they  continually  molested  him — this  lesson  ought  to  be  ours, 
that  having  the  same  in  our  memory,  we  imitate  and  follow  his  virtues, 
hating  and  detesting  the  wicked  and  flagitious  doings  of  those  holy 
fathers  that  will  so  be  called,  and  bishops  of  Rome ;  desiring  God 
that  he  will  so  guide  the  hearts  of  all  kings  and  princes,  that  they 
may,  by  his  grace,  advance  and  set  forth  his  glory,  and  reform  the 
corrupt  and  vicious  manner  and  order  of  the  church  to  all  sincerity 
and  purity  both  of  life  and  doctrine. 

These  verses  which  here  ensue  were  sent  and  written  between  the 
emperor  and  pope  Innocent  IV.,  which,  because  to  the  learned  they 
arc  both  commodious  and  profitable,  at  the  end  of  this  history  I 
thought  good  to  place. 

Frederictu  Imper.  Innocent  IF.  Papa. 

Fata  monent,  stella?que  docent,  aviumque  volatus, 

Totius  subito  malleus  orbis  ero : 
Roma  diu  titubans  longis  erroribus  acta 

Corruet,  et  mundi  desinet  esse  caput 

Innocent.  Papa  Frederico  Imper. 

Fata  silent,  stclbequc  tacent  nil  pnrdicat  ales, 

Soli  us  est  proprium  nosse  futura  Dei : 
Nitons  incassum  navem  submerge!*  Petri : 

Fluctuat,  at  nunquam  mergitur  ilia  rati*. 
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Fama  refert,  scripture  docet,  peccata  loquuntur,  jit„r9 

Quod  tibi  vita  orevis,  pana  perennis  erit :  Hi. 

Quud  divina  manuii  potuit,  scnsit  Julianus,  .  ... 

Tu  succedis  ei,  te  tenet  ira  Dei.  i-J-n 

Fre.  fremit  in  mundo,  de.  deprimit  alta  profundo,    * 

Hi.  mala  rimatur,  cus.  cuspide  cuncta  minatur. 

Frederietu  Innocentio. 

Fata  monent,  stelbeque  docent,  aviumque  volatus, 

Lapsurum  te  mox  ad  stygia  antra  nigra' : 
Cymba  Petri  non  est,  sed  Christi,  quae  natat  undis 

Fluctuat,  at  nusquam  mergitur  ilia  ratis. 
Faina  refert,  tua  scripta  docent,  peccata  nefnndn 

Interitum  ostendunt,  exitiumque  tuum. 
Strangulat  Adrianum  musca ;  annon  ira  tonantis 

Cogitat,  et  de  te  sumere  supplicium  ? 
Carcere  suspendit  sese  Benedictus,  et  alter 

In  stupro  captus,  saucius  ense  perit 
Sylvestrum  cxtinguit  Satan  sceleratior  ipse  : 

Ergo  ruis  factis  pra?mia  digua  feres. 
Innocuum  te  voce  notas,  cum  sis  nociturus 

Orbi  terrarum  christianoque  gregi. 

Fredericus  Innocentio  de  integro. 

Esses  si  membrum,  non  te  caput  orbis  et  urbis 

Jactares,  cum  sis  orbis  et  urbis  onus. 
Nunc  membrum  non  es,  sed  putre  cadaver  et  ulcus, 

Ense  reddendum,  ridiculumque  caput. 
A  Daniele  p&t\vyna,  nefasque  caputque  malorum 

Diceris,  a  Paulo  ttlius  exitii. 
Nos  solum  christum  nostrum  caput  esse :  malorum 

Tut  ins  orbis  te  caput  esse  facis. 
Et  caput  est  unum,  quod  Paulus  (licit  ubique ; 

Tu  vecors  balatro,  die  mi  hi  quale  caput  1 
Corporis  ergo  caput  monstrosi,  monstra  parisque, 

Monstra  paxis  monachoa,  scorta  ncfanda  fores. 
Est  tua  religio  stuprum,  ira,  superbia,  csedes, 

Error,  delicue,  fulmina,  turpe  lucrum. 
Ex  his  ergo  liquet  Christum  te  spernere  :  Christo 

Hostem  esse  invisum,  dedeconque  Deo. 
Rex  tandem  veniet  ccelo  delapsus  ab  alto, 

Tunc  non  defendent  te,  sacra,  missa,  cruces ; 
Non  in  sublimi  surgentes  vertice  crista, 

Non  diploma  potens,  non  tua  sacra  cohors. 
Nec  diadema  triplex,  nec  sedes  sanguine  parta, 

Nullus  honos  solii,  purpura  nulla  tui. 
Triginta  argenteis  Christum  vendebat  Iudas, 

Tu  Christi  vendis  corpora  pluratui 
Corpora  tu  vendis  Christi  parvo  a?re,  polumque, 

Coelestes  genios,  sidera,  jura,  Deos. 

As  ye  have  heard  of  the  iniquity  and  raging  pride  of  the  popish  certain 
church  against  this  lawful  emperor ;  so  now  shall  ye  hear  (Christ  {£g'ue',r£ 
willing)  how  God  beginneth  to  resist  and  withstand  the  corruption  of 
that  whorish  church,  by  stirring  up  certain  faithful  teachers  in  sundry 
countries;  as  in  the  country  of  Suevia  about  the  time  of  this 
emperor  (a.  d.  1240),  or  near  upon  the  same,  where  were  many 
preachers,  mentioned  in  the  chronicle  of  Urspergcnsis,  and  also 
in  Crantzius,1  who  preached  freely  against  the  pope.  These  preachers 
(as  Crantzius  saith)  ringing  the  bells,  and  calling  the  barons  together 
in  Hallis  of  Suevia,  there  preached  that  the  pope  was  a  heretic,  and 

(l)Llb.       cap,  10  et  Is. 
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x<*rf  that  his  bishops  and  prelates  were  Simoniacs  and  heretics ;  and  that 

 : —  the  inferior  priests  and  prelates  had  no  authority  to  bind  and  loose, 

12-0    ^Ut  were  ^  seducers.    Item,  that  no  pope,  bishop,  or  priest,  could 
— —  restrain  men  from  their  duty  of  serving  and  worshipping  God, 
and  therefore,  such  cities  or  countries  as  were  then  under  the  pope's 
curse,  might,  notwithstanding,  lawfully  resort  to  the  receiving  of 
sacraments  as  well  as  before.    Item,  that  friars,  Dominic  and  Fran- 
ciscan, did  subvert  the  church  with  their  preaching ;  and,  as  the 
indulgence  of  the  pope  and  his  popclings  was  of  no  regard,  so,  that 
Retut-    remission  which  they  did  preach  unto  them,  they  preached  it  not 
*a!n»t"h  fr°m  *ne  P°Pei  but  88  from  the  Lord.    And  thus  much  I  thought 
pope  no   here  to  recite,  whereby  it  may  appear  how  the  resisting  of  the  pope's 
SoSSS  usurped  power  and  corrupt  doctrine  is  no  new  thing  in  these  days  in 
church.    t},c  0f  Christ. 

AhioMm     And  not  long  after  these  rose  up  Arnoldus  dc  Nova  Villa,  a 
viiia  con-  Spaniard,  and  a  man  famously  learned  and  a  great  writer  (a.  d.1250), 
of  hlelSy.  wuora  the  pope  with  his  spiritualty  condemned  among  heretics  for 
holding  and  writing  against  the  corrupt  errors  of  the  popish  church. 
His  teaching  was,  that  Satan  had  seduced  all  the  world  from  the  truth 
of  Christ  Jesus.   Item,  that  the  faith  which  then  christian  men  were 
commonly  taught,  was  such  a  faith  as  the  devils  had  ;  meaning  per- 
haps (as  we  now  affirm)  that  the  papists  do  teach  only  the  historical 
faith,  which  is  the  faith  '  Historiae,  non  fiducise.'   Item,  that  christian 
>eoplc  (meaning  belike,  for  the  most  part)  are  led  by  the  pope  into 
lell.    Item,  that  all  cloisterers  are  void  of  charity  and  damned ;  and 
that  they  all  do  falsify  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  Item,  that  the  divines 
do  evil  in  mixing  philosophy  with  divinity.  Item,  that  masses  are  not 
to  be  celebrated ;  and  that  they  ought  not  to  sacrifice  for  the  dead. 
Certain  other  opinions  there  are,  which  the  slanderous  sects  of  monks 
and  friars  do  attribute  unto  him ;  but  (as  they  are  wont  in  all  others 
to  do)  rather  upon  envious  taking,  than  of  any  just  cause  given.1 
And  as  this  Arnold  was  condemned,  so  also  at  the  same  time, 
j^™^*,.  Johannes  Scmeca,  the  gloss- writer  of  the  pope's  decrees,  and  provost 
writer  of^  of  Halberatat,  was  excommunicated  and  deprived  of  his  provostship, 
dccr^T*  for  resisting  pope  Clement  IV.  in  gathering  certain  exactions  in 
"uuicit-  Germany ;  and  therefore  he  appealed  from  the  pope  to  a  general 
•*       council,  and  had  many  great  favourers  on  his  aide,  till  at  last  both  the 
pope  and  he  died. 

Consequently,  in  this  order  and  number  followcth  the  worthy  and 
valiant  champion  of  Christ,  and  adversary  of  Antichrist,  Gulielmus  de 
Sancto  Amore,  a  master  of  Paris,  and  chief  ruler  then  of  that 
!8-  university.  This  Gulielmus  in  his  time  had  no  small  ado  in  writing 
against  the  friars  and  their  hypocrisy,  but  especially  against  the 
begging  friars,  both  condemning  their  whole  order,  and  also  accusing 
them,  as  those  that  did  disturb  and  trouble  all  the  churches  of  Christ 
by  their  preaching  in  churches  against  the  will  of  the  ordinaries  and 
pastors,  by  their  hearing  of  confessions,  and  executing  the  charges  of 
curates  and  pastors  in  their  churches.  All  the  testimonies  of  Scrip- 
ture that  make  against  Antichrist,  he  applieth  against  the  clergy  of 
prelates,  and  the  pope's  spiritualty.  The  same  Gulielmus  is  thought 
to  be  the  author  of  the  book,  which  is  attributed  to  the  school  of 
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Paris,  and  entitled,  4  Dc  pcriculis  Ecclesiae     where  he  provcth  by 
nine  and  thirty  arguments,  that  friars  be  false  apostles. 


Moreover,  he  doth  well  expound  this  saying  of  Christ,  "  If  thou  A-D- 
wilt  be  perfect,  go  and  sell  away  all  thou  hast,  and  come  follow  me,v> 


declaring  there,  poverty  to  be  enjoined  us  of  Christ,  1  non  actualem,  xhe  Puc« 
sed  habitual  era  :  not  in  such  sort  as  standeth  in  outward  action,  °r,he, 

if  on  Ik*  1  <•  X  - 

when  no  need  rcquircth,  but  in  inward  affection  of  heart  when  need  pounded, 
shall  require.  As  though  the  meaning  and  precept  of  our  Lord  were  teiunami 
not,  that  we  should  cast  away  actually  all  that  we  have ;  but  that,  gjjjjt 
when  the  confession  of  the  name  of  God  and  the  glory  of  Christ  shall 
so  require,  then  we  be  ready  to  leave  and  relinquish  what  things 
soever  for  the  sake  of  him,  &c.  As  when  he  rcquircth  in  us,  after 
the  like  phrase,  the  hatred  of  father  and  mother,  and  of  our  own 
lives,  he  biddcth  us  not  to  dishonour  father  or  mother,  much  less  to 
hate  them  ;  but  that  then,  when  case  shall  require,  wc  set  all  things 
behind  the  love  of  Christ.  Many  other  worthy  works  lie  compiled, 
wherein  albeit  he  uttered  nothing  but  what  was  truth,  yet,  notwith- 
standing, he  was  by  Antichrist  and  his  rabble  condemned  for  a 
heretic,  exiled,  and  his  books  burnt ;  whose  heretical  arguments, 
as  they  called  them,  that  thou  mayest  better  judge  thereof,  hereunder 
I  thought  good  to  place.  Against  false  prophets,  with  signs  to  know 
them  by,  these  his  words  do  follow : — 

for  because  these  seducers  (saith  he)  name  themselves  to  be  apostles,  and 
say  that  they  arc  sent  of  God  to  preach,  to  absolve  and  dispense  with  the 
souls  of  men,  by  means  of  their  ministry,  read  the  saying  of  the  apostle: 
[2  Cor.  xi.  11.1  "  For  such  apostles  are  subtle  and  crafty  workmen,  disguising 
themselves  to  belike  the  apostles  of  Christ."  Therefore,  we  mean  to  show  some 
certain  infallible  and  probable  tokens,  by  the  which  false  apmtles  may  be 
discerned  from  the  true  preachers  and  apostles  of  Christ. 

The  first  sign  or  mark  is,  that  such  as  be  true  preachers  do  not  enter  into  Pint  »lgn 
simple  women's  houses  laden  with  sin,  and  take  them  as  it  were  captive,  as  «okcn 
many  of  the  false  preachers  do ;  as  in  the  second  epistle  of  St  Paul  to  Timothy,  J?^" QJ|£ 
the  third  chapter,  is  manifest,  saying,  "  Of  those  sorts  are  they,  which  enter  phet  by. 
into  women's  nouses,"  &c.    Therefore  those  preachers  who  come  into  women's 
houses,  to  the  intent  they  may  take  them  captive,  be  not  true  preachers,  but 
false  apostles. 

The  second  sign  and  token  is,  that  those  that  be  true  preachers  do  not  second 
deceive  simple  men  with  painted  and  flattering  words,  whereby  they  prefer 
their  own  trash  and  tradition,  as  all  false  prophets  do,  as  in  the  last  chapter  p££nerf 
to  the  Romans  appeareth,  saying,   "By  their  pleasant  and  sugared  talk,  do  not  de- 
and  by  their  blessing  and  crossing,  they  deceive  and  beguile  the  hearts  0f  cTive,im" 
innocent  men  and  women."1    Glossary  :  "  With  gay  glorious  words  they  extol  wfthmen 
and  set  forth  their  traditions,  whereby  they  deceive  simple  men."    Very  gready  painted 
do  they  deceive  the  souls  of  simple  men,  who  cause  them  to  enter  into  their  f"ringal" 
sect,  which  they  term  religion.    And  they  who  before  led  a  naughty  life,  by  words, 
reason  of  their  ignorance  or  simplicity,  after  their  entrance,  become  subtle  and 
false  deceiving  hypocrites,  entering  together  with  the  rest  into  poor  men's 
houses;  yea,  and  oftentimes  they  become  worse  than  the  others.  Whereupon, 
[St.  Matthew  xxii.  15,]  "  Woe  be  unto  you  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites, 
which  go  about,"  &c.    Therefore  they  who  do  this,  are  no  true  messengers, 
but  false  apostles. 

The  third  sign  is,  that  the  true  apostles,  if  they  be  reproved,  suffer  the  same  xhe  third 
patiently,  saying,  "  The  tokens  of  my  apostleship  are  accomplished  among  you,  »ign  is, 
in  all  patience  and  sufferance ;"  [2  Cor.  xii.  12,1  meaning  that  patience  which  {^,hey 
pertaineth  to  the  manners  of  the  preachers.    Therefore  they,  who  suffer  not  in  good 
correction  or  punishment,  be  no  true  apostles,  but  rather  show  themselves  to  be  P*"  wl,wl 
no  Christians  at  all;  "  No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  ^proved. 

(1)  "  By  good  words  and  fair  speeches  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  simple."  Rom.  xvL  IS.— Ed. 
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Himrp   Ghost"  [1  Cor.  xii.  3.]   Glossary  :  "  It  is  meet  that  Christians  should  be  hum- 
bled,  to  the  intent  that  they  may  suffer  themselves  to  he  reproved,  and  not  to 
^  U    be  holden  up  with  yea  and  nay."  And  also  such  men  do  show  themselves  to  be 
'l  '>  'i>~   carnah       n°t  s])iritual  at  all,  although  they  feign  themselves  to  be  spiritual. 
— - — 1  "  Therefore  am  I  become  an  enemy  unto  you."  [Gal.  iv.  16.1  Notwithstand- 
ing the  Glossary  saith,  "  No  carnal  man  will  be  reproved,  although  he  err." 
Wherefore,  those  preachers  who  suffer  not  correction,  seem  not  to  be  true 
apostles,  but  false  prophets. 
J**  The  fourth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  commend  not  themselves  [2  Cor.  x.  12]. 

thaf they  "  For  we  dare  not  join  ourselves,  nor  yet  compare  ourselves  unto  others 
nd  which  commend  and  boast  of  many  of  their  acts,  when  God  alloweth  none  of 
them  at  all."  Also  true  preachers,  although  they  be  indeed  praiseworthy  for 
their  good  deserts,  in  the  consciences  of  men  are  they  praiseworthy,  and  not 
to  the  outward  show  alone;  "  We  commend  ourselves,"  saith  the  apostle,  "  to 
the  consciences  of  all  men."  [2  Cor.  iv.  2.1    Then  they  do  not  commend  them- 
selves in  comparison  of  others.    Wherefore  the  Glossary  saith,  upon  the  same 
place,  "  Those  that  deserve  no  commendation,  but  in  comparison  of  others,  do 
challenge  to  themselves  other  men's  deserts  and  praise."    Wherefore  it  is  said, 
"  Even  as  our  well-beloved  brother  Paul,  according  to  the  wisdom  that  God 
hath  given  unto  him,  hath  written  unto  you."  [2  Peter  iii.  15.]  Glossary: 
"  The  chiefest  of  the  apostles  hath  here  forgotten  his  papal  authority,  and  also 
his  keys  that  were  delivered  unto  him ;  for  he  is  astouied  as  it  were  at  die 
great  wisdom  given  unto  his  brother  Paul."    For  indeed  it  is  the  manner  of  the 
elect  children  of  God,  to  be  more  in  love  with  the  virtues  of  other  men,  than 
with  their  own.    Wherefore  it  is  written,  "  Let  those  that  are  superiors  esteem 
of  themselves  in  all  humility."  [Phil.  ii.  2.]    They  therefore  that  do  the  con- 
trary, saying,  '  That  their  state  or  doings  be  better  than  other  men's,'  although 
they  be  preachers,  yet  are  they  no  true  apostles  indeed,  but  false  prophets. 
The  fifth.     The  fifth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  need  no  letters  of  commendation  ;  nor  yet 
iuT  ktten  ^e"'re  to  nave  themselves  praised  by  men,  as  saith  the  apostle,  "  We  need  not 
ewnmen-  the  letters  of  commendation  of  any  man,"  [2  Cor.  iii.  1,]  that  is  to  say,  of  fulse 
daiory.  prophets. 

The  The  sixth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  preach  unless  they  be  sent,  as  "How 

they1'  •hall  they  preach,  unless  they  be  sent  ?"  [Rom.  x.  15.]  Glossary  :  "  There  be  no 
preach  true  apostles,  but  those  that  be  sent :  for  they  have  no  need  of  signs  who  are 
ce't'the  *rUe  Wltnes*"kearer8>  but  those  that  be  not  sent  and  do  preach  are  false  prophets." 
beP»ent!'y  ^e  seventh  sign  is,  forasmuch  as  false  prophets  have  their  authority  in  their 
The  °wn  names ;  wherefore  it  is  written,  "  For  we  dare  not  boast  of  ourselves,  or 
•eventh,  make  comparison."  [2  Cor.  x.  12.]  Glossary  :  "  That  is  to  say,  with  those  that 
thole  *>e  false  prophets,  not  taking  their  authority  from  God,  but  usurping  the  same, 
faUe  desirous  to  bear  rule,  claiming  in  their  own  name  their  authority."  And, 
Prt'iicfU  therefore,  although  peradventure  by  presumption,  they  say  that  they  are  sent 
thatVere  °f  God,  as  all  heretics  will  say ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  unless  they  shall  prove 
their  sending  either  by  spiritual  prophecy,  as  John  the  Baptist  did,  saying,  "  I 
am  the  voice  of  a  crier  in  the  desert;"  as  out  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  in  John's 
gospel  is  alleged  [chap.  i.  23],  or  else  by  miracles,  as  Moses  did,  who  turned 
his  rod  into  a  serpent,  and  again,  from  a  serpent  to  a  rod  [Exod.  vii.  10,  12], 
they  ought  to  he  excommunicated,  till  such  time  as  they  cease  from  preaching. 
Yet  notwithstanding,  a  miracle  ought  not  to  be  a  sufficient  testimony  of  their 
sending,  forasmuch  as  they  be  done  oftentimes,  and  that  of  evil  and  wicked 
men,  (1  Quarst.  1.)  we  may  perceive  towards  the  end.  But  miracles  ought  to 
be  suspected,  forasmuch  as  our  Saviour  saith,  "  Then  shall  false  prophets 
arise,"  &c.  [Matth.  xxiv.  11.]  Therefore  they  who  do  challenge  authority  in 
their  own  name,  forasmuch  as  they  have  not  their  authority  from  God,  are  not 
true  apostles,  but  false  preachers. 

The  eighth  sign  is,  that  false  prophets,  pretending  great  wisdom  and  holiness 
ihail,they  to  ^e  m  ""perstition,  have  named  their  own  traditions  to  be  religion,  which  are 
pretend  rather  to  be  counted  sacrilege  or  church  robbery,  and  do  usurp  unto  themselves, 
hoifneu  *°r  ^ue  ^eserts  °*  other  men»  boasting  and  bragging  among  strange  and  un- 
to «uper-  known  people.  Wherefore  the  apostle  speaking  of  false  prophets  [Col.  ii.  8], 
saith,  "  According  to  the  precepts  of  men,  which  having  a  face  of  wisdom  con- 
sist in  superstition,  interlaced  with  humility."  Glossary :  "  That  is  to  say, 
mingled  with  feigned  religion,  that  it  might  be  called  religion,  when  in  very 
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deed  it  is  nothing  else  but  sacrilege,  because  it  is  contrary  to  all  authority;"  He»r9 
that  is,  contrary  to  God  himself,  that  any  man  should  desire  to  have  govern- 
ment  of  a  multitude  without  public  commandment,  as  [Deut  xxiii.  24],    .  ^ 
"  Thou  hast  entered  into  thy  neighbours  vineyard."    Glossary:  "  That  is  to  yi*Q 

say.  into  the  church  of  another  bishop."    May  a  man  warn  and  admonish  Z  L 

others,  or  else  correct  that  congregation  which  is  not  lawful  for  him  to  govern, 
nor  yet  to  take  so  great  a  charge  upon  him?  No.  And  that  it  is  not  lawful  to 
enter  into  another  bishop's  diocese,  it  is  apparent,  because  it  is  not  lawful  for 
the  archbishop  so  to  do.  To  this  eti'ect  appertained  that  which  is  read 
[6  QuxesL  3.1  And  also  it  is  written  [9  Quaett.  2J  throughout  Therefore  those 
preachers,  who,  against  God  and  his  divine  Scriptures,  do  call  their  own  tra- 
ditions religion,  are  not  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 

The  ninth  sign  is,  by  the  authority  which  they  have :  for  although  they  be  That 
no  preachers  of  the  gospel  or  ministers  of  the  sacraments,  yet  they  will  live  by  ,*^nnel. 
the  gospel,  and  not  by  die  labour  of  their  own  hands,  contrary  to  the  text,  ther 
[2  Thess.  iii.  8.]    "  Neither  have  we  eaten  any  man's  bread  for  nought,  or  of  preach 
free  cost"    Glossary:  "  Then  those  false  prophets  ought  much  more  to  live  "ut^.yet 
by  their  labour,  who  have  not  that  authority  which  we  ought  to  have ;  that  is  they  live 
to  say,  to  live  by  the  gospel."    And  St  Augustine  speaketh  of  this  more 
expressly,  in  his  book  De  opere  Monachorum,  in  these  words :  "  Those  our  men'*  la- 
brethren  do  claim  to  themselves  (very  rashly  as  me  tltinketh)  that  they  have  hour, 
any  such  authority,  to  live  by  the  gospel.    If  they  be  preachers  of  the  gospel,  I 
grant  that  indeed  they  have  such  authority ;  if  they  be  ministers  of  the  altar, 
if  they  be  disposers  of  the  sacraments,  they  cannot  well  but  take  to  themselves 
this  authority,  as  also  manifestly  to  challenge  the  same ;  if,  at  least,  they  have 
not  wherewithal  to  sustain  this  nresent  life,  without  labour  of  their  hands."  As 
though  he  would  have  said,  it  they  be  not  such  manner  of  men,  then  hnve 
they  no  authority  to  live  by  the  gospel.    Therefore  those  preachers  who  have 
not  authority  to  live  by  the  gospel,  or  minister  the  sacraments,  because  thev 
have  no  congregation  whereby  to  take  charge  of  souls,  and  yet,  for  all  that,  will 
needs  live  upon  the  gospel ;  they  be  no  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 

The  tenth  sign  is,  that  false  teachers  rejoice  more  to  be  commended  them-  n,at  they 
■elves,  than  that  the  word  of  God  should  have  the  commendation  and  praise,  take  that 
But  they  that  are  true  preachers  and  apostles  are  far  otherwise  minded,  "  Not  £,^in* 
seeking  the  praise  of  men,"  &c.    [1  Thess.  ii.  4.]    And  herein  he  toucheth  which 
those  false  prophets,  who  desire  rather  to  be  commended  themselves,  than  that  pertaln- 
the  word  or  God  which  they  preach  should  have  the  commendation :  but  ho  is  Jf^}1" 
an  apostle,  who  not  seeking  the  glory  of  tins  present  world,  but  for  the  glory  God. 
to  come,  doth  abase  himself,  to  the  intent  that  the  preaching  and  word  of  God 
might  be  commended  and  exalted.    They,  therefore,  who  desire  to  have  praise 
and  to  be  commended  of  others,  rather  than  that  the  word  of  God  should  have 
thepraise,  be  not  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 

The  eleventh  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  preach  only  for  God's  cause,  and  for  They 
the  health  of  souls,  and  for  no  temporal  gain,  as  St.  Paid  saith,  [2  Cor.  ii.  r>,  J  preach 
"  We  preach  not  ourselves,"  fire.    Glossary :  "  Our  preaching  tendeth  not  to  ."j/^"' 
our  glory  and  gain,  but  only  to  the  glory  of  Christ. '    But  the  preaching  of  for  Ood'a 
Christ,  by  those  that  are  false  prophets,  tendeth  to  the  contrary.    Whereupon  rm— ■ 
it  is  said,  [Phil.  i.  18,]  "  Whether  it  be  upon  occasion  given,  or  else  for  the 
Verity's  sake,  let  Christ  be  preached,"  &c.    Glossary :  "  False  prophets  do 
preach  the  gospel  upon  some  occasion,  as  either  by  seeking  sonic  commodity 
at  the  hands  of  men,  or  else  because  of  getting  goods,  honour,  or  praise  among 
men."    Notwithstanding,  however,  that  they  he  ready  and  willing,  as  it  should 
seem,  to  bear  and  sustain  injuries,  yet  they  seek  not  so  much  the  health  of  him 
to  whom  they  preach,  as  in  very  deed  they  do  their  own  commodity  and  gain. 
Whereupon  St.  Paul  saith,  [2  Cor.  xiL  14,]  "  Because  I  seek  not  the  things 
that  be  yours."    Glossary:  "That  is  to  say,  not  your  treasure,  as  gold  and 
silver,  but  only  you  yourselves."    For,  otherwise,  it  coidd  by  no  means  be 
gathered  that  they  should  understand  him  to  speak  or  mean  of  their  substance, 
because  he  more  estecmeth  them  than  their  money,  to  the  intent  that  they 
might  understand  his  great  good  will  towards  them.    Therefore  these  evil  and 
naughty  preachers  who  preach  for  worldly  gain  or  honour,  or  else  for  the  jiraise 
and  commendation  of  men,  be  no  true  aposdes,  but  false  prophet*.    But  it  may 
be  asked,  how  shall  men  understand  when  these  good  fellows  preach  for  their 
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Hr*ry  own  vain-dory's  sake?   It  may  be  answered  thus,  when  they  prench  before 
ni-     they  be  called  [2  Cor.  x.  17],  44  Whosoever  boasteth,  let  him  boast  and  rejoice 
in  the  Lord."    Glossary:  "  Which  thing  he  cannot  by  any  means  do  that  hath 
j  '    '   not  his  authority  from  God."    For  if  any  such  prophet  preach,  he  seeketh  his 

 own  glory,  and  that  may  easily  be  perceived.    Because  he  is  not  called  of 

God,  Tie  hath  no  such  authority  of  him ;  that  is  to  say,  of  his  church  or  congre- 
gation, as  [Ileb.  v.  4],  "  No  man  taketh  to  himself  any  dignity-,  but  he  that  is 
called  of  God,  as  Aaron  was."    Glossary :  "  He  is  called  of  God,  that  is, 
lawfully  chosen  of  the  congregation." 
They  The  twelfth  sign  or  token  of  a  false  prophet  is,  because  such  prophets  do 

counter-  counterfeit  themselves  to  have  greater  care  and  love  to  men's  souls,  than  they 
love)0  have  mat  be-  their  very  governors  and  pastors,  although  they  have  no  charge  at 
where  all  of  them;  against  whom  the  apostle  speaketh  [1  Thess.  ii.  7],  44  We  are 
they  hate,  become  meek  and  loving  towards  you,  even  as  the  nurse  which  giveth  her 
child  suck."  Glossary :  '4  A  woman  nurseth  other  men's  children  for  wages, 
and  not  for  love  alone;  but  she  giveth  her  own  suck  of  very  love  without 
respect  of  money."  Therefore  those  preachers  who  feign  themselves  to  have  a 
greater  love  and  affection  to  the  souls  of  men,  than  they  that  have  the  charge 
over  them,  seem  not  to  be  true  apostles.  The  apostles  study  neither  for 
eloquence,  nor  for  the  curious  placing  of  their  words,  but  false  prophets  do 
both,  as  [1  Cor.  xiv.  23},  44  If  the  simple  and  ineloquent  man,"&c.  Glossary: 
44  The  apostles  were  not  eloquent,  out  false  prophets  are  mil  of  curious 
eloquence."  Also  upon  the  same  subject  another  gloss:  44 The  Corinthians 
were  led  away  from  the  gospel  by  over  nice  eloquence."  [2  Cor.  vi.  4.]  44  Let 
us  show  ourselves  before  all  men  as  the  ministers  of  God. '  Glossary :  44  The 
ministers  of  God  do  not  flatter  as  false  prophets  do."  And  for  this  occasion 
those  that  be  true  apostles  have  not  their  abiding  in  princes'  courts  and  noble- 
men's houses,  knowing  this  saying  of  Christ  [Matt  xi.  8],  44  Behold,  those 
that  are  clothed  with  silks  dwell  in  kings'  courts."  Glossary :  44  And  there- 
fore true  apostles  are  not  conversant  in  princes'  courts,  and  noblemen's  houses." 
Hard  and  strait  life  with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  loveth  not  to  come  near 
princes'  palaces,  and  noblemen's  houses.  Oftentimes  it  cometh  to  pass  that 
courtiers  are  found  great  flatterers ;  therefore  those  preachers  that  have  their 
abode  in  princes'  courts,  or  that  in  any  other  place  are  used  to  flatter,  are  not 
true  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 
They  dr-  The  thirteenth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  or  messengers  do  not  circumvent 
cumvent  or  subtlelv  go  about  to  deceive  men,  that  they  should  give  unto  them  their 
hare  tlieir  f?0O^9»  e'tner  m  &eir  lifetime,  or  else  at  the  time  of  their  death,  as  [2  Cor.  vii.  2], 
good*,  44  We  have  falsely  deceived  no  man."  Glossary :  44  By  the  subtle  and  deceitful 
•nr''n™w  getting  away  of  your  substance,  as  false  prophets  do,  who  get  away  from  you 
thir.g  those  things  that  be  yours  under  pretence  of  great  friendship."  Also 
*U«.  [Matt  xxiii.  14],  44  Woe  be  unto  you,  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  you  hypocrites, 
which  spoil  widows'  houses  by  your  long  prayers;"  who  mean  nothing  else  by 
your  superstition,  but  that  you  may  spoil  and  rob  the  people.  [Luke  xx.  47], 
44  Which  devour  widows'  houses  by  dissembling  of  your  long  prayer."  Glos- 
sary: 44  Who  make  over-long  prayers,  to  the  intent  they  may  seem  more 
devout,  and  that  they  may  get  both  money  and  great  commendation  of  all  such 
as  be  sick  and  troubled  with  the  burden  of  their  sins ;  whose  prayers  be  turned 
into  sin,  which  neither  are  profitable  for  themselves  nor  any  other,  but  rather 
shall  have  for  making  those  prayers  greater  damnation,  forasmuch  as  by  the 
same  they  deceive  others."  For  by  this,  that  they  receive  and  take  both  gold 
and  silver,  it  appeareth  that  they  preach  not  for  souls'  health  sake,  but  only  for 
filthy  lucre  and  gain  sake.  [Matt.  x.  9],  44  Be  ye  possessors  neither  of  gold 
nor  silver."  Glossary:  14  If  they  then  have  these  things,  they  cannot  seem  or 
be  thought  to  preach  for  the  health  of  the  soul,  but  for  lucre's  sake."  And  so 
saith  Jerome  upon  the  prophet  Malachi,  44  Because  some  prophets  took  money, 
their  prophecy  became  divination ;"  that  is  to  say,  their  prophecy  appeared  not 
to  be  prophecy,  but  divination,  or  enchantment :  that  is,  that  such  prophecy  pro- 
cecdeth  not  from  God,  but  from  the  devil.  And  this  appeareth  in  [1  Qujrst.  1.] 
having  this  beginning,  44  Nunquam  Divinatio,"  &c.  Therefore  those  preachers 
who  circumvent  and  beguile  men,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  give  them 
their  goods,  either  in  their  lifetime,  or  after  tlieir  death,  are  not  true  apostles, 
but  false  prophet*. 
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The  fourteenth  sign  is,  that  false  prophets,  when  any  verity  is  preached,  with  Heurf 
which  for  the  most  part  they  are  not  acquainted,  or  that  toucheth  them,  then  1U- 
begin  they  to  chase  and  bark  against  the  same.    Whereupon  the  apostle    A  M 
[Phil.  iii.  2],  saith,  "  Behold  the  dogs,"  &c.    Glossary :  "  Understand  you  that  J™ 

they  are  not  dogs  by  nature,  but  by  their  usage  and  conditions,  barking  against  * 

the  truth,  which  they  were  never  acquainted  with."    And  so  he  compareth  Theycau- 
them  right  well  to  dogs,  because  dogs  follow  rather  custom  than  reason ;  so  have*1" 
false  apostles  do  keep  the  custom  of  the  law,  and  do  bite  and  bark  against  the  the  truth 
truth,  as  though  they  were  without  the  gift  of  reason.    Also  [2  Tim.  iv.  3],  P«**«A 
"  They  get  them  instructors  according  to  their  own  desires."    Glossary : 
"  Which  may  teach  them  what  things  they  themselves  are  willing  to  hear, 
because  the  truth  seemcth  nothing  pleasant  unto  them."    Therefore  those 
preachers  who  bark  against  the  late  revealed  truth,  which  toucheth  them  very 
near,  and  therefore  cause  the  same  to  be  hidden  and  kept  under,  are  not  true 
apostles,  but  false  prophets. 

The  fifteenth  sign  is,  that  the  true  apostles  do  not  force  any  to  receive  or  f«i»* 
hear  them  who  be  unwilling,  but  send  them  away  rather,  lest  they  should  seem  prop&ets 
to  seek  after  some  earthly  and  transitory  thing.   [Matt.  x.  14],   "  Whosoever  ""mcTo 
will  not  receive  you,  get  you  out  of  that  city,  and  shake  the  dust  from  off  your  hear  who 
feet,"  &c    Glossary :  "  That  you  may  thereby  show  that  the  desire  of  earthly 
things  hath  no  power  in  you."    Therefore  those  preachers  who  strive  and 
wrestle,  as  it  were,  to  the  intent  they  would  be  received  and  heard,  are  not 
true  apostles,  forasmuch  as  the  apostle  saith  [1  Cor.  xi.  16],  "  If  any  man 
appear  among  you  to  be  over-contentious  or  full  of  strife,  such  custom  have  we 
none,  nor  yet  the  congregation  of  Christ" 

The  sixteenth  sign  is,  that  the  apostles  did  not  procure  the  indignation  of  They 
those  princes,  by  whom  they  were  esteemed  and  regarded,  against  such  persons  jo 
as  would  not  receive  them  and  hear  them ;  as  we  read  in  the  lives  of  Simon  SlteUd0 
and  Jude,  the  apostles.    The  chief  ruler,  being  very  angry,  commanded  a  very  punlih 
great  fire  to  be  made,  that  the  bishops  might  be  cast  into  the  same,  and  all  ^'["not"' 
others  who  went  about  to  defame  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles  of  Christ.    But  hear 
the  apostles  fell  down  before  the  emperor,  saying,  "We  beseech  you,  sir,  let thena- 
not  us  be  the  authors  or  causers  of  this  destruction  or  calamity ;  nor  let  us  who 
are  sent  to  be  the  preservation  of  men,  and  to  revive  those  that  are  dead  through 
sin,  be  killers  of  those  that  be  alive."    Therefore  those  preachers  who  seek  to 
stir  up  the  displeasure  of  princes,  against  those  whose  favours  now  they  enjoy, 
who  will  not  receive  and  hear  them,  or  rattier,  whom  they  themselves  hate,  are 
not  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 

The  seventeenth  sign  is,  that  the  apostles  of  Christ  have  not  only  the  know-  paJie 
ledge  of  those  things  which  God  hatn  already  done,  but  also  of  those  things  Jj™P£e" 
which  he  will  hereafter  do,  as  in  the  Apocalypse  [chap.  iv.  6.],  "  The  beasts  kn"w 
were  full  of  eyes  both  behind  and  before."    Glossary :  "  Obtaining  the  know-  either 
ledge  of  those  things  which  God  had  done,  as  also  what  he  would  do,  hereafter,  Gort 
in  the  end  of  the  world."    Therefore  those  that  say  they  know  not  the  perils  dotM.,  „r 
of  the  church  in  the  latter  time  which  are  prophesied  before,  or  that  they  care  yet 
not  for  them,  or  else,  if  they  know  them,  have  not  eyes  beliind  and  before,  f^c"KK. 
are  no  true  apostles;  therefore  when  they  call  themselves  apostles,  they  are  phet»«.u. 
fabie  prophets. 

The  eighteenth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  desire  the  riches  and  goods  ^^'^J 
of  them  to  whom  they  preach,  whereby  they  are  discerned  from  wolves,  that  is  {J,,,,,^  ° 
to  say,  from  false  prophets.   [Acts  xx.  8.1    "  I  have  desired  no  man's  gold  nor  and  are 
silver."   Glossary :  "  By  this  are  wolves  discerned,  for  they  desire  such  things."  Jg^,^ 
And  again  in  the  same  place;  "  For  those  things  which  I  have  need  of,  and  from 
those  which  were  with  me,  these  hands  have  ministered."    Glossary :  "  This  wolves, 
example  also  of  labouring  is  a  spectacle  for  bishops  whereby  they  are  discerned 
from  wolves."    For  such  as  ask  or  beg  of  those  to  whom  they  preach,  or  set 
any  other  to  ask  or  beg  in  their  names,  do  seem  to  commit  simony,  like  Gehazi, 
of  whom  it  is  read  [2  Kings  v.  2u],  that  he  craved  certain  apparel  of  Naaman, 
the  Syrian,  to  whom  his  master  Eusha  had  restored  the  beneftt  of  health,  not- 
withstanding he  had  gotten  those  garments  unwitting  to  his  master.  Whereupon 
Gregory  Nazianzen  saith,  [1  Qwest.  1]  "Qui  isti  debetur."     But  some  man 
perhaps  will  say,  cannot  the  preacher  ask  money,  or  money's  worth,  of  those  to 
he  preacheth  ?  Or  at  the  least,  mav  not  he  beg  ?  To  this  may  be 
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//mry  answered;  if  the  preacher  by  authority  preach  and  feed  his  flock  aa  a  true 
ln-     pastor  with  the  food  of  God's  word,  he  may  take  money  or  money's  worth ; 
^  j)    out  then  it  is  not  begging  or  craving,  but  it  is  by  authority,  as  [2  1  im.  ii.  6], 
1 ''')()    "  'l  '*  n,eet  th.ii  the  husbandman  that  tilleth  the  ground,  should  first  and  after 

 1_  others,  receive  the  commodity  of  his  increase."    Glossary :  "  He  putteth  the 

if  the  virtuous  preacher  out  of  doubt,  not  preaching  for  the  intent  to  make  merchan- 
J^hu"  dhw  of  "»e  gospel,  and  giveth  him  to  understand,  that  it  is  lawful  for  him  to 
duty  in  take  of  them  whom  he  feedeth  as  his  flock  what  things  soever  he  hath  need  of, 
Fi'e*he"  (*ot*1    not  m  Dc8K"nB  or  crav'ngi  but  by  good  authority."    It  is  manifest 

may  tike  that  it  cannot  in  any  place  of  the  holy  Scripture  be  found,  that  the  preacher 
lawfully   OUg|,t  to  beg.    Hut  begging  is  furbidden  ot  all  the  apostles  of  Christ,  and  is 
MWHMn  abhorred  by  Solomon  and  by  St  Augustine,  and  reproved  by  divers  other  holy 
things.     men.    Therefore  it  is  manifest  that  the  true  apostles  do  not  desire  the  temporal 
goods  of  them  to  whom  they  preach,  neither  do  they  beg  nor  crave  the  same. 
They,  therefore,  that  require  any  thing  of  them  to  whom  they  preach,  or  else 
set  any  other  man  to  ask  for  them,  or  in  their  names,  do  not  seem  to  be  true 
apostles,  but  false  preachers. 
Tn»  The  nineteenth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  are  patient  in  tribulation,  neither 

apoitlea  do  they  render  evil  for  good.  [Matt.  x.  16.]  "  Behold,  I  send  you  as  sheep 
ren"°r  among  wolves."  Glossary :  "  They,  that  occupy  the  place  of  preaching,  ought 
evil  fur  not  to  procure  any  evil  toward  their  brethren,  as  the  example  of  Christ 
MX,-'riU  teacheth"  [1  Pet  ii.  23],  "  Who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not  again,  but 
°*  did  submit  himself  to  him  that  judgeth  justly."  They  therefore  that  suffer  not 
injury,  but  rather  do  wrong  themselves,  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false  aposdes. 
True  The  twentieth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  at  their  first  coming  are  evil  enter- 

JJJ^J"  tained,  as  the  Lord  saith  [Matt.  xxiv.  9],  "  Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my 
to'weu  name's  sake."  But  at  length  such  get  the  victory,  according  to  that  saying. 
[1  John  v.  4,]  "  Every  thing  that  is  of  God  overcometh  the  world."  'fhey, 
1  therefore,  that  in  the  beginning  rejoice  and  are  well  entertained,  but  in  the  end 
pilet/uT  are  rejected,  seem  not  to  be  true  aposdes,  but  false. 
True  The  twenty-first  sign  is,  that  true  preachers  go  not  to  preach  unto  those  who 

tm'id'uo™  nave  Preacbers  appointed  unto  them,  because  they  have  not  to  rejoice  of  a 
vponany  company  belonging  to  another  man's  charge;  as  [Rom.  xv.  20],  "  I  have 
other      preached  the  gospel  where  Christ  was  not  before  preached,  lest  I  should  build 
founds-    uPon  another  n18"'*  foundation."    And  again  St.  Paul  saith  [2  Cor.  x.  15], 
"  We  are  not  boasters,  nor  busy  in  other  men's  matters."    Glossary  :  11  Where 
another  man  had  laid  the  foundation."     Likewise  in  the  same  chapter  [16], 
"  Not  having  pleasure  to  boast  of  other  men's  labours,"  that  is  to  say,  of  those 
which  he  committed  to  the  government  of  another  man.    Likewise  Augustine 
saith  ;  "  Honour  ought  to  seek  thee,  and  not  thou  honour."  Also  Chrysostom ; 
Authority  "  Authority  is  in  love  with  such  a  man  as  refuseth  her,  and  yet  abhorreth  her 
Uilrnthat  not'     They  therefore  that  procure  and  have  a  desire  to  preach  unto  the 
refuse  "  people  committed  to  another  man's  charge,  which  is  an  office  of  honour,  espe- 
hcr,  and   dally  in  councils,  synods,  and  great  assemblies,  also  in  kings'  and  princes' 
her  not°r  cuurtsi  and  prelates'  palaces,  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false  teachers. 
True  pro-     Ihc  twenty-second  sign  is,  that  true  apostles,  when  they  know  themselves 
phcu  are  to  do  much  good  in  the  church  and  congregation  of  God,  yet  notwithstanding, 
w"dPvanv  arc  not  Pun<etl  UP  w*th  pride  [Ezek.  iii.  9 J  ;  "  O  son  of  man,  I  have  made  thy 
ploriou»,  face  as  an  adamant  stone."    The  adamant  stone,  when  it  draueth  iron  unto 
M  f»J»e    it,  is  not  thereby  either  lifted  up  or  altered.    Likewise  a  true  preacher,  when 
*     he  draweth  unto  him,  by  his  preaching,  sinners  whose  hearts  are  as  hard  as 
iron,  is  never  the  more  lifted  up  or  higher  minded  therefore.    But  as  in  Luke 
[chap.  xvii.  10],  "  When  ye  have  done  all  that  ye  can,  and  as  well  as  ye  can, 
yet  say  that  you  are  unprofitable  servants ; "  and  in  Psalm  xcv.  "  Not  unto  us, 
Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name  be  given  the  glory."    They  therefore  that 
do  arrogantly  boast  themselves  of  their  fruit,  and  of  the  benefit  they  have  done 
in  the  church  of  God,  saying,  "  We  have  given  light  to  the  universal  church, 
which  was  blind  before  our  time,  and  we  have  put  out  the  flame  of  sin  in 
the  church  of  God"  (when  perhaps  they  have  more  furthered  hvpocrisy 
False  pro-  tnan  c'ther  truth  or  verity),  they  are  not  true  prophets,  but  false,  of  whom  it 
phots  al-  is  spoken  in  the  Psalms,  "  The  mouth  of  them  that  speak  proud  things,"  Sec. 


ways  an  The  twenty  third  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  seek  the  favour  of  the 
£rTP     world,  nor  yet  how  to  please  men,  as  [Gal.  i.  10],  "  If  I  should  please  men," 
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that  is  to  say,  "ill  had  a  desire  to  please  men,  I  should  not  be  the  servant  of  God."  ffrnrf 
Whereupon  the  apostle  says  to  the  Colossians  [chap.  iii.  22],  "  Not  as  men-  t!I- 
pleasers.  '    Glossary :  "  Seeking  to  please,  because  we  have  not  the  pleasing   ^  jj 
Spirit."    Therefore  those  preachers  that  seek  the  favour  of  the  world,  and  do  j()'50" 
labour  to  this  intent  that  they  might  please  men,  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false.  — - — — 
The  twenty-fourth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles,  when  they  have  meat  and  drink,  Tr  M,  pro, 
they  are  contented,  neither  do  they  desire  over-dainty  fare,  according  to  the  pueu  eat 
saying  in  Luke  [chap.  x.  8],  "  bating  and  drinking  those  things  that  are  ^l^*ott 
set  before  you."    Glossary:  "  The  gospel  condemneth  not  altogether  costly  them. and 
and  delicate  fare,  yet  it  so  alloweth  the  same,  that  if  we  have  meat  and  drink,  Kivc  Gou 
we  ought  not  to  grudge,  but  to  be  therewith  content"     Therefore  those 
lthough  tl 


preachers,  who,  although  they  neither  be  sent,  nor  have  authority  to  preach,  r&]<*  pro- 
are  yet  offended  when  they  have  not  fine  and  delicate  fare,  are  not  true  Phe,»- 
apostles,  but  false  preachers. 

The  twenty-fifth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  love  more  the  law  of  God  than  f«1«?  cm 
their  own  estimation  amongBt  their  neighbours;  according  to  that  in  the  phet»fc»v« 
Proverbs  [chap.  vii.  2,  3],  "  Keep  my  law  as  the  apple  of  thine  eye,  and  own 
bind  the  some  upon  thv  fingers,  and  write  the  same  in  the  table  of  thy  heart."  eitinu- 
Whereupon  also  the  Psalmist  [Psalm  cxix.  72],  u  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  jjjJJ  *J" 
dearer  unto  me  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver."    Glossary  :  "  Qiarity  doth  woro  0'f 
more  love  the  law  of  God,  than  the  desire  of  gold  and  silver  a  thousand  fold."  God 
He,  therefore,  that  seeth  the  gospel  of  Christ  trodden  under  foot,  which  is  the  {"J^"'"1  te 
eternal  glad  tidings,  to  be  taken  away  by  that  cursed  one,  and  doth  neglect  and  taught 
contemn  the  same,  or  else,  peradventure,  consenteth  unto  the  same  to  the 
outward  appearance  of  the  world ;  and  yet,  because  he  will  keep  his  temporal 
dignity  and  estimation,  refuseth  not  to  stir  up  strife  and  contention  about  the 
same,  and  so  to  be  evil  spoken  of,  seemeth  not  to  be  an  apostle  of  Christ,  but 
rather  a  false  prophet,  if  he  be  a  preacher. 

The  twenty-sixth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  seek  not  after  such  fine  lodgings  They  are 
and  wealthy  habitations,  where  they  may  have  all  things  at  their  command-  ^£4' 
merit  - ;  but  rather  such  honest  resting  places  where  they  may  have  necessary  with  ne- 
thing*  for  themselves,  with  their  good  wills  of  whom  they  have  them.    And  {jjjjj*]7 
they  take  nothing  of  such  whom  they  see  to  be  so  ready  and  liberal  in  giving,  but  look 
nor  think  that  they  do  him  more  pleasure  in  receiving  the  gift,  than  the  others  do  »Rer  §u- 
in  giving  them  the  tame ;  according  to  that  in  Matthew  [chap.  E.  Ill  where  Pertu"" 
it  is  said,  "  Into  what  city  or  town  soever  ye  shall  enter,  inquire  out  those  that 
be  of  good  report  in  the  same,  and  abide  you  with  them  so  long  as  you  tarry 
in  the  same  city  or  town."  Glossary:  "  Your  host,  with  whom  ye  lodge,  ought 
to  be  chosen  by  the  good  report  of  neighbours,  lest  your  preaching  be  evil 
spoken  of,  by  reason  of  his  infamy  ;  neither  ought  such  men  to  run  from  house 
to  house."    But  whom  shall  we  call  "  worthy  of  good  report?"  Glossary: 
"  Him  who  knoweth  better  to  do  other  men  good,  than  to  receive  a  good  turn 
of  another ;"  and  this  is  he  which  giveth  willingly,  for  Christ's  cause,  and  not 
in  respect  of  any  commodity.    Also  true  apostles  receive  nothing  of  such  men 
as  lie  weltering  in  their  sins,  but  rather  of  those  that  are  washed  and  cleansed 
from  their  sins ;  whereupon  that  saying  [2  Cor.  viii.  5],  "  They  have  given  them- 
selves first  to  the  Lord.*'    Glossary  :  "  Because  they  now,  amending  their  old 
errors  and  vicious  manners,  have  vowed  themselves  unto  the  Lord,  and  after- 
wards gave  of  that  which  they  had  to  their  brethren;  for  otherwise  they  ought 
not  to  have  taken  any  thing  of  them,  because  gift*  do  blind  the  eyes ;  but  those 
that  give,  where  there  is  no  cause  of  reproof  in  their  doings,  have  no  just  cause 
to  give."  Therefore  those  preachers  that  seek  how  to  come  by  dainty  tare,  and 
do  receive  bribes  and  rewards  of  naughty  men  that  have  this  world  at  will,  to 
the  intent  that  those  preachers  may  cover  and  hide  their  faults,  and  who  get  of 


luoua. 


what  they  can  by  subtlety,  or  who  give  indeed  to  remove  the  shameless 
importunity  of  the  craver,  or  else  for  avoiding  of  present  shame,  rather  than 
for  any  love  they  have  to  God,  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets ;  accord- 
ing to  that  in  the  Corinthians  [2  Cor.  ix.  7],  "  The  Lord  doth  love  a  willing 
giver."  Glossary:  "  He  that  giveth  for  present  shame,  or  else  that  he  may  be 
free  from  the  importunacy  of  him  that  asketh,  doth  lose  his  substance  and 
merit :  wherefore  ne  that  hath  respect  to  these  things,  doth  not  seek  the  fruit 
and  profit  of  the  giver,  but  the  gift  itself,  as  saitli  the  apostle  [Phil.  iv.  17], 
"  Seek  not  the  gift,  but  the  fruit  or  benefit  of  the  giver." 
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The  twenty-seventh  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  endeavour  themselves 

111  •  to  seek  and  enjoy  the  fruit  of  other  men's  labours  that  they  may  be  fed  there- 

p  by,  because  that  the  bellv  is  such  men's  god,  according  to  those  words  [2  Thess. 

j .,'.0*  iii.  2],  "  We  have  heard  of  some  amongst  you  which  walk  inordinately,  not 

—  labouring  at  all,  but  living  delicately,  or  idly.''    Glossary :  "  On  other  men's 

Tho«ebe  labours;"  and  deserve  they  to  be  fed?  The  discipline  of  the  Lord  cannot  away 

Sjy*"  with  that  doing ;  for  the  belly  is  their  god,  which  provide  to  have  more  than 

whow  necessary  dishes  of  meat.    1  herefore  those  preachers  who  so  do,  are  not  true 

their  'od  aP°8t'e8'  but  ^"e- 

Trur8™-     The  twenty-eighth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  rejoice  only  on  account 
phet»  re-  of  the  miracles  or  other  excellent  works  which  the  Lord  doth  by  them,  but  they 
fc'rni"*0-'  rat,,er  rejoice  for  the  salvation  which  they  look  for  from  the  Lord,  than  that  by 
cles.  a*    doing  those  miracles  they  desire  any  honour;  according  to  that  which  is  written 
j  pro-  in  Luke  [chap.  x.  20],  saying,  "  Rejoice  ye  not  for  that  the  spirits  be  subject 
*      unto  you,  but  because  your  names  are  registered  in  heaven."    They  therefore 
that  boast  of  their  own  miracles,  or  of  any  that  belong  unto  them,  for  this  cause, 
that  they  are  saved  by  the  doing  of  them,  as  many  do  say,  seem  not  to  be  true 
apostles,  but  false. 

True  pro-     The  twenty-ninth  sign  is,  that  the  true  apostles  do  never  seek  their  own 
pheu>eck  glory  in  this  life,  but  the  glory  of  Christ.    "  He  that  spcaketh  of  himself  doth 
seek  his  own  glory ;  but  he  that  seeketh  the  glory  of  him  which  sent  him,"  that 
is,  of  whom  he  is  sent,  "  is  a  true  apostle."  [John  vii.  18.]    Therefore  those 
who  seek  the  things  that  pertain  to  the  glory  of  this  world,  of  the  which  one  is 
*o  be  assistant  to  those  that  bear  rule  and  authority,  or  according  to  the  saying 
of  Boetius,  '  De  consolation c ;   "  Those  that  do  desire  to  be  extolled,"  either 
they  reign  and  bear  rule  themselves,  or  else  do  desire  to  be  near  about  them  that 
have  such  dominion.    Another  is,  they  desire  to  have  the  fame  and  victory  of 
that  for  which  they  have  nothing  at  all  deserved  before  God ;  whereupon  is 
written  that  saying  of  the  apostle  [Gal.  v.  26],  "  Let  not  us  become  desirous 
of  vain-glory."    Glossary :  "  To  be  desirous  of  vain-glory,  is  to  have  victory 
without  any  merit  or  desert;"  and  those,  I  say,  that  do  such  things,  seem  not  to 
be  true  apostles,  but  false. 
True  pro-     The  thirtieth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  care  not  for  the  solemnities  of  men, 
•eck'the   nc'tner  wr  their  salutations,  nor  feastings,  nor  any  other  benefit  of  theirs.  They 
I^lcmn*   therefore  who  love  and  seek  the  company  and  fellowship  of  men,  their  feastings, 
»»iuu-     and  other  their  commodities,  do  not  seem  to  be  true  apostles,  but  false. 
t\on%  of       The  one  and  thirtieth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  commonly  resort  to 
Folic  pro-  other  men's  tables,  lest  they  should,  for  a  meal's  meat,  become  flatterers 
•ort'to^  P  Thess.  Hi.  9],  "  That  we  should  give  an  example  to  follow  us."    Glossary  : 
other"     "  He  that  cometh  oftentimes  to  another  man's  table,  being  given  to  idleness, 

meri'n      cannot  choose  but  flatter  him  that  feedeth  him."    But  Christ's  religion  calleth 

boar-Is 


men  to  liberty  and  to  no  such  bondage ;  they  therefore  that  resort  oftentimes, 
and  that  of  their  own  minds,  to  other  men  s  tables,  living  idly,  arc  not  true 
■£[•     apostles,  but  false. 

True'pro-     The  two  tt"d  thirtieth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  hate  their  enemies, 
phet»  do  and  such  as  hate  them  ;  which  doctrine  the  Lord  taught  [Matt.  v.  44],  saying, 
their  ene  "  ^ove  your  en*"1"*9!  do  well  to  them  which  hate  you;"  but  false  prophets  do 
miei.    '  hurt  and  defame  their  neighbours,  as  saith  Jeremiah  [chap.  xii.  10,  111,  "  The 
prophets  of  Jerusalem  have  defiled  the  whole  earth."    Glossary :  "  They  are 
not  contented  to  hurt  their  neighbours  only,  but  also  whom  they  before  this 
time  have  hated,  they  defajne  and  speak  evil  of  in  every  place  they  come  to/" 
Therefore  those  preachers  who  hate  them  whom  they  think  are  their 
and  that  defame  them,  arc  not  true  apostles,  but  false  preachers. 
Tme  pro-     The  thirty-third  sign  is,  that  false  prophets,  when  they  are  exami 
phetsdo  proved  whether  they  be  true  apostles  or  liars,  take  that  very  grievously,  and 
>n^~  persecute  all  those  that  can  prove  them  to  be  so,  and  also  do  stir  up  and  pro- 
voke others  to  persecute  the  same  men ;  who  also  join  themselves  together  by 
secular  power,  even  as  certain  false  prophets  did  in  the  primitive  church  against 
the  bishop  of  Ephesus,  to  whom  the  Lord  said  [Rev.  ii.  2,  Ml,  "  I  know,'  that 
is  to  say,  I  do  allow,  "thy  works  and  thy  labour;"  that  is,  thy  tribulation, 
"  because  thou  canst  not  away  with  those  that  be  evil  men."  Glossary :  "  But  that 
thou  hast  a  desire  to  amend  them,  or  else  to  expel  them— "and  hast  examined 
those  which  say  that  they  are  apostles,  and  are  but  liars,  and  also  hast  suf- 
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forcd  this  patiently."    Glossary :  "The  evils  which  these  false  prophets,  joined  ffe»n/ 

together  by  secular  power,  do  bring  in,  arc  not  the  doings  of  true  apostles,  but  111 

false  prophets."  ^  jj 

The  thirty-fonrth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  go  not  to  preach  to  those  who  j ^-q' 
are  converted  already  by  other  men,  but  rather  do  convert  those  who  are  not 


yet  converted,  lest  that  they  should  build  upon  another  man's  foundation ;  as  T7ue  Pro" 
St.  Paid  [Rom.  xv.  20]  saith;  "  I  have  laboured  so,  that  from  Jerusalem  to  preach  to 
Illyricus,  I  have  replenished  the  gospel  in  every  place."    Glossary  :  "That  is,  those  who 
I  have  preached  the  same  abundantly,  in  whom  the  great  virtue  of  the  Holy  Jom*!?' 
Ghost  appeareth,  because  so  many  nations  (that  is,  the  Gentiles),  have  received  ed. 
the  gospel  by  my  preaching."    "  But  I  have  preached  the  gospel  there  where 
i  not  preached  before,  lest  I  should  build  upon  another  man's  founda- 
tion." Glossary:  "  I  should  not  preach  to  those  that  were  converted  by  another 
man."   Also  [2  Cor.  x.  15],  "  We  are  not  such  as  boast  and  glory  in  other  men's 
labour*."  Glossary :  "  Where  another  man  laid  the  foundation,  for  that  should 
be  to  boast  inordinately."   Also  in  the  same  place,  "  not  thinking  to  boast  where 
another  man  hath  government,  but  in  those  tilings  which  are  put  in  experience." 
Glossary:  "  Of  other  preachers;"  because  the  apostle  did  preach  to  those  to 
whom  the  gospel  was  never  preached,  that  he  might  get  praise  by  his  own 
proper  labour.    Therefore,  those  preachers  who  go  not  to  that  people  who 
have  need  to  be  converted,  but  to  those  who  are  converted  already,  who  have 
apostles  of  their  own,  that  is  to  say,  bishops  and  priests,  and  yet  do  boast  over 
another  man's  flock,  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 

The  thirty-fifth  sign  is,  because  true  apostles,  when  they  are  sent,  go  to  their  True  pro- 
own  diocese,  and  not  to  another  man's  diocese,  even  as  Paul  being  sent,  went  Ph.eU 
to  the  Gentiles  when  he  purposed  to  preach  [Acts  xiii.  2],  "  Separate  Paul  and  in 
Barnabas  for  the  business  which  I  have  chosen  them  unto."    Glossary:  "  Ac-  their  own 
cording  to  the  appointment  and  decree  of  James,  Cephas,  and  John,  went  he  jJJjJPjJ^ 
forth  to  be  a  teacher  unto  the  Gentiles."   But  those  preachers  that  stand  upon  in  other 
their  feet,  that  is  to  say,  those  preachers  which  have  but  small  worldly  sub-  men*§. 
stance,  for  which  cause  they  are  more  ready  to  go  which  way  soever  it  shall 
please  the  Lord  to  send  them,  I  Bay  the  Lord  hath  sent  them  to  preach,  not  to 
those  that  be  sufficiently  learned,  but  to  those  that  are  infidels;  as  we  read  in 
Ezekiel  [chap.  ii.  2, 3],  "  After  that,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  set  Ezckiel  upon 
his  feet,"  In  quam  spem  situs  unus  tangitur,  "  and  he  said  unto  him,  O  son 
of  man,  behold  I  sent  thee  to  the  nations  which  have  start  back  from  their 
profession,  which  have  gone  from  me;"  that  is,  to  the  Jewish  heretics,  and  to 
those  nations  that  sometimes  have  been  Christians,  as  the  Egyptians,  the  Baby- 
lonians, and  all  those  that  observe  the  law  of  Mahomet.    Therefore,  if  such  go 
to  those  that  are  already  instructed,  having  both  apostles,  bishop,  and  priests 
of  their  own  ;  they  go  not  into  their  own  diocese,  but  into  another  man's  diocese, 
and  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false  preachers.    And  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared, 
lest  the  church  be  in  hazard  and  danger  by  such,  unless  they  be  thrust  out 
of  the  same  betimes ;  even  as  Jonas,  when  he  was  sent  to  tfineveh,  by  the 
Lord,  which  is  interpreted,  large  or  wide,  and  leadeth  to  the  hill,  that  is,  to  the 
infidels  we  spake  of  before.    They  go  not  to  those  infidels  according  to  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord,  but  they  turn  another  way,  and  take  their  journey 
into  Tarshish,  which  is  interpreted,  seeking  after  joy  and  pleasure;  that  is,  they 
go  unto  those  who  receive  them  with  joy  and  gladness,  and  do  well  provide  for 
them,  that  is  to  say,  to  godly  and  devout  Christians ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be 
feared  lest  the  ship  in  which  they  be  (that  is,  the  church)  be  in  great  peril, 
unless  they  be  thrown  forth.    And  therefore  the  apostle  spake  of  such  false 
prophets  not  without  good  cause  [2  Tim.  ii.  16],  "  And  shun  thou  those."  Glos- 
sary :  "  That  is,  such  men  as  those  be." 

The  thirty-sixth  sign  is,  because  true  apostles  do  not  boast,  neither  do  they  P»i»* 
attribute  unto  themselves  any  thing,  but  that  God  hath  wrought  the  same  by  ^Thbuto 
them.    Paul  [Rom.  xv.  18],  saith,  "  I  dare  not  say  any  thingbut  that  which  tothrm- 
Christ  hath  wrought  and  accomplished  by  me."    Glossary:  "  That  is,  I  speak  **"lve» 
only  those  things  which  by  me  (that  is,  by  my  ministry)  Christ  hath  wrought."  which 
They  therefore  that  boast  of  many  things,  and  do  attribute  much  unto  them-  they 
selves  which  they  never  did,  are  not  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets.  never  did. 

The  thirty-seventh  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  apply  themselves,  or  They 
lean  to  logical  or  philosophical  reasons.    Therefore  those  preachers  who  do  cJesve  to 
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Ht*n  endeavour  themselves  to  such  kind  of  reasons,  are  not  true  apostles, 


IU-  prophets. 

A  I)  The  thirty-eighth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  love  carnally,  or  after  the 
12.50    flroh,  hut  hate  what  thing  soever  doth  resist  them  in  the  service  of  God.    "  He 

 —  that  doth  not  hate  his  father  and  mother,  his  son  and  sister,  and  also  himself, 

realon*    ne  68,11,01  De  mv  disciple."  Luke  xiv.  26.    Glossary :  "  That  is,  he  that  doth 
They  toVe  not  hate  whatsoever  doth  resist  or  let  him  in  the  service  of  God,  is  not  worthy 
carnally,  to  be  a  disciple,  neither  can  he  abide  in  that  office."    Therefore  forasmuch  as 
JJUlJJ^"  tnie  preachers  are  the  true  disciples  of  the  Lord,  it  must  needs  follow  that  the 
preachers  who  do  promote  their  nephews  and  kinsfolk  (how  unworthy  soever 
they  be)  to  ecclesiastical  promotions  and  livings,  contrary  to  the  will  of  God, 
or  do  any  other  thing  that  letteth  or  liindereth  them  in  the  service  of  God,  are 
not  true  apostles,  but  false  prophets. 
They         The  thirty-ninth  sign  is,  that  true  apostles  do  not  hunt  for  the  friendship  of 
h"°t       this  world,  for  he  that  is  the  friend  of  this  world  is  the  enemy  of  God ;  there- 
CruTicUhip  f»re  those  preachers,  who  purchase  the  friendship  of  this  world,  are  not  true 
of  this     apostles,  but  false  prophets ;  and  forasmuch  as  the  Scripture  is  infallible,  saying 
world.     [Matt.  xxiv.  35],  "  Heaven  and  earth  shall  perish,  hut  my  words  shall  endure 
for  ever;"  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  spake  by  the  apostles,  cannot  he ;  (for  pro- 
phecy, for  the  most  part,  is  not  spoken  by  the  will  of  man,  but  holy  men  of  God 
spake  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  it  is  read  in  Peter)  [2  Pet  i.  21  J, 
it  remaineth,  that  all  men  who  are  bound  to  defend  the  church,  may  rise  up  in 
the  defence  of  the  same,  according  to  that  in  the  Proverbs  [chap.  xxiv.  11], 
"  Deliver  those  that  are  led  to  death,  and  cease  thou  not  to  rescue  those  who 
are  drawn  to  destruction."    Neither  may  he  allege  vain  accusations,  because  it 
is  said  in  the  same  place,  "  If  he  say  he  is  not  able  or  strong  enough,  he  that 
What*©-   beholdeth  the  thoughts  of  men  s  hearts,  shall  know  it,"  &c.  Whatsoever  perish- 
eV"»h  in*  et^  m       church  of  God  for  want  of  preachers,  all  that  shall  be  demanded  of 
the*       them  at  the  day  of  judgment ;  as  Jacob  confesscth  to  Laban,  whose  sheep  he 
church  ot  fed  [Gen.  xxxi.  39],     I  did  restore  all  thy  loss,  and  that  which  was  stolen  I 
imatflf    made  answer  for."    "  I  will  demand  his  blood  at  thy  hands."   Ezek.  iii.  24. 
pmtrherf  This  is  said  to  the  pastor  or  prelate.    But  if  the  other  things,  which  we  have 
re'ulwt  8P°ken  °*  hefore,  could  not  move  the  prelates  and  cardinals,  this  at  least  should 
rt''      '  move  them ;  because  that  then  the  spiritual  power  which  doth  consist,  for  the 
most  part,  in  the  exercise  of  preaching,  in  hearuig  confessions,  and  in  enjoining 
of  penance,  shall  be  taken  away  from  them  by  little  and  little  (for  by  piece- 
meal doth  the  wolf  devour  the  poor  and  needy  man)  [3  Quasst.  1J,  when 
the  authority  ecclesiastical,  therefore,  shall  be  quite  taken  from  them  and  dis- 
posed to  others,  such  as  either  by  their  order,  or  apostolical  grant  do  challenge 
to  have  the  same;  then  doubtless  shall  neither  the  jurisdiction  of  civil  causes 
and  pleadings,  nor  any  authority  that  such  prelates  have  yet  remaining,  neither 
yet  the  possessions  of  the  temporal  goods  of  the  church  any  longer  remain 
amongst  them.  Shall  such  have  the  temporal  goods  of  the  church  who  minister 
not  the  spiritual  treasure  thereof  ?  [1  Cor.  ix.  13],  "  Know  ye  not  that  they 
which  kill  the  sacrifice  ought  to  eat  of  the  sacrifice?  and  they  that  serve  at  the 
altar  are  partakers  of  the  altar  ?"    For  as  the  body  without  the  soul  cannot 
stand ;  so  corporal  tilings  without  spiritual  things  cannot  continue  [1  Quest.  1] 
if  any  shall  take  away  the  same. 


b)c  book 
of  the  fri- 
ar* called 


Adcteiu-  Thus  have  you  had  the  thirty-nine  arguments,  for  which  the  said 
Gulielmus  was  condemned,  and  his  books  burned.  In  his  days  there 
was  a  most  detestable  and  blasphemous  book  set  forth  by  the  friars 
(mentioned  also  in  Matthew  Paris),  which  they  called  '  Lvangelium 
setd-num/  or  *  Evangelium  Spiritus  Sancti that  is,  'The  everlasting 
gospel,'  or  4  The  gospel  of  the  Holy  Ghost.'  In  which  book  many 
abominable  errors  of  the  friars  were  contained,  so  that  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  was  utterly  defaced,  which,  this  book  said,  was  not  to  be 
compared  with  this  everlasting  gospel,  no  more  than  the  shell  is  to  be 
compared  with  the  kernel, or  than  darkness  to  light.  Moreover,  that  the 
gospel  of  Christ  shall  be  preached  no  longer  than  fifty  years,  and  that 
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then  this 4  everlasting  gospel '  should  rule  the  church.  Item,  that  what- 
soever was  in  the  whole  Bible,  was  in  the  said  gospel  contained.  At 


length  this  friar's  gospel  was  accused  to  the  pope,  and  so  six  persons  A- }>• 
chosen  out  of  the  whole  university  to  peruse  and  judge  of  the  book,  as  1250, 
Christianus  Canonicus,  Baluacensis,  Odo  de  Doaco,  Nicolaus  de  Baro,  The  eter- 
Johannes  de  Sicca  Villa,  a  Briton,  Johannes  Bclim,  a  Gaul ;  among  a^irituai 
whom  this  Gulielmus  was  one,  who  mightily  impugned  this  pestiferous 
and  devilish  book.    These  six,  after  the  perusing  of  the  book,  were  £}n<^'tnhn- 
sent  up  to  Rome.  The  friars  also  sent  their  messengers  thither,  where  nncVado 
they  were  refuted,  and  the  errors  of  the  book  condemned ;  but  so  jj^jj' 
that  the  pope,  with  the  cardinals,  commanded  the  said  book  to  be 
abolished  and  condemned,  not  publicly  (tendering  the  estimation  of 
the  religious  orders,  as  of  his  own  most  chief  champions),  but  that 
they  should  be  burned  in  secret  wise,  and  that  the  books  of  the 
aforesaid  Gulielmus  should  be  burnt  also. 

Besides  his  other  books,  we  have  two  sermons  of  his  yet  remaining, 
one  upon  the  gospel  of  St.  Luke,  of  the  Pharisee  and  the  Publican, 
the  other  upon  the  epistle  read  in  the  church  on  May-day ;  where, 
in  the  first,  he  resembleth  the  Pharisees  to  our  monks,  and  that  he 
proveth  by  all  the  properties  of  the  Pharisees  described  in  the  gospel. 
The  Publican  he  resembleth  to  the  laity,  such  as,  because  they  are 
sooner  reduced  to  acknowledge  their  sins,  the  more  hope  they  have 
of  mercy.  The  other,  because  they  stand  confident  in  their  own 
righteousness,  are  therefore  further  from  their  justification.  In  the 
latter  sermon  he  setteth  forth  and  declarcth  what  perils  and  dangers 
be  likely  to  tall  upon  the  church  by  these  religious  orders  of  monks 
and  friars. 

Among  others  of  that  age  who  withstood  the  bishop  of  Rome  and  uw- 
his  antichristian  errors,  was  one  Lawrence,  an  Englishman,  and  a  J^fj;" 
master  of  Paris;  another  was  Petrus  Johannes,  a  minorite.    Law-  J^y* 
rencc  lived  about  a.d.  1260,  who  in  his  teaching,  preaching,  and  by  the 
writing,  did  stoutly  defend  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  Gulielmus,  and  popc' 
the  rest  of  his  side,  against  the  friars.   For  this  purpose  he  wrote  two 
books,  one  in  the  defence  of  Gulielmus,  the  other  upon  this  argu- 
ment and  title,  'To  beware  of  false  prophets,''  &c.    Certain  other 
things  also  he  wrote,  wherein,  by  divers  proofs  and  testimonies,  he 
argued  and  proved,  that  the  coming  of  Antichrist  was  not  far  off. 
Petrus  Johannes  lived  about  a.d.  1290,  who  taught  and  maintained  The  pope, 
many  things  against  the  pope,  proving,  that  he  was  Antichrist,  and 
that  the  synagogue  of  Rome  was  great  Babylon.    He  wrote  on11*^"*- 
Matthew,  on  the  Epistles,  and  on  the  Apocalypse.    Mention  of  this  Home,0 
Petrus  Johannes  is  made  in  Nicolaus  Emericus,  in  his  book  of  the  fusion. 
Inquisitions.    And  he  saith,  moreover,  tliat  Michael  Cesenas  (of**™*  | 
whom,  Christ  willing,  skill  follow  hereafter)  took  of  him  a  great  burned 
part  of  las  opinions;  and  because  the  pope  could  not  burn  lum  J^Sh! 11 
alive,  after  his  death  he  caused  his  bones  to  be  taken  up  and 
burned. 

To  these  is  to  be  added  Robertus  Gallus,  who  being  born  of  a  Robermt 
right  noble  parentage,  for  devotion's  sake  was  made  a  Dominic  friar,  prop",,, 
about  the  same  year  (a.d.  1290).    This  man,  as  appeareth  by  his  ^'eh- 
writing,  had  divers  and  sundry  visions,  whereof  part  is  annexed  with  de*«ibeu. 
the  visions  and  prophecy  of  Hildegard.    His  visions  all  tend  against 
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the  spiritualty  of  Rome ;  where,  in  the  first  chapter,  he  plainly  calleth 

 ' —  the  pope  an  idol,  who  having  eyes  seeth  not,  neither  lusteth  to  see 

lain  a^ommat'ons  °f  ms  people,  nor  the  excessive  enormity  of  their 
'  voluptuousness,  but  only  to  see  to  the  heaping  up  of  his  own  treasure, 
and  having  a  mouth,  speaketh  not ;  but  saith,  I  have  set  good  men 
over  them  (which  is  sufficient  for  me),  to  do  them  good  either  by 
myself,  or  by  some  other.  And  it  followeth  in  the  same  chapter, 
"  Woe  to  that  idol !  woe  to  the  mighty  and  proud !  who  shall  be 
equal  in  all  the  earth  to  that  idol  ?  He  that  exaltcth  his  name  in 
earth,  saying,  Who  shall  bring  me  under  ?  Is  not  my  house  com- 
pared with  the  mighty  potentates  of  the  land  ?  I  am  higher  than 
dukes;  knights  on  horseback  do  service  unto  me;  that  which  my 
fathers  had  not  before  me,  that  1  have  done  to  me.  My  house 
is  strewed  with  silver;  gold  and  pearl  are  the  pavement  of  my 
palace.1* 

Again,  in  the  twelfth  chapter,  and  also  in  the  first,  under  tKe 
name  of  a  serpent,  he  paintcth  out  the  pope,  whom  he  declarcth  to 
extol  himself  above  measure,  and  to  oppress  the  few  that  be  godly, 
and  to  have  many  false  prophets  about  him;  who,  neglecting  the  word 
and  name  of  Christ,  do  preach  and  extol  him  only,  obscuring  the 
name  of  Christ.    The  church  of  Rome  and  the  pope  he  describeth 

vutojii  of m  *ncse  *•  "  I  was  prayingi"  ^'th  nc»  "  on  my  knees,  looking 
Kotwrtm  upward  to  heaven,  near  to  the  altar  of  St.  James  in  Paris,  on  the 


right  side  of  the  altar,  and  saw  in  the  air  before  me,  the  body  of  a 
certain  high  bishop,  all  clothed  in  white  silk ;  who,  turning  his  back 
on  the  east,  lifted  up  his  hand  towards  the  west,  as  the  priests  are 
wont  in  their  mass,  turning  to  the  people,  but  his  head  was  not  seen. 
stMe  of  And  as  I  was  considering  advisedly,  whether  he  had  any  head  or  no, 
church  of  I  perceived  a  certain  head  in  him  all  dry,  lean  and  withered,  as  though 
R>»'* de-  it  had  been  a  head  of  wood.   And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  said  to  me, 

.cribed.     ,  Th.s  signjfieth         stote  of  Qf  Rome  - 

school-  Moreover,  the  same  author  in  his  visions,  well  describing  the 
ftwoi" »  manner  of  the  school  sophisters  and  sobornists,  addeth  in  this  wise : 
Swribed*.  "  Another  day,  as  I  was  in  like  contemplation  as  before,  I  beheld  in 
spirit ;  and  behold,  I  saw  a  man  apparelled  like  to  the  other  before, 
who  went  about  having  fine  bread  and  excellent  wine  that  hanged 
about  him  on  both  sides  ;  and  the  same,  having  in  his  hand  a  long 
and  hard  flint  stone,  was  gnawing  hungerly  upon  the  same,  as  one 
being  hungry  is  wont  to  bite  upon  a  loaf  of  bread ;  out  of  which 
stone  came  two  heads  of  two  serpents,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  instruct- 
ing me  and  saying,  4  This  stone  purporteth  the  frivolous,  intricate, 
and  curious  questions,  wherein  the  hungry  do  travail  and  labour, 
leaving  the  substantial  food  of  their  souls.'  And  I  asked  what 
these  two  heads  did  mean  ?  And  he  said,  *  The  name  of  the  one  is 
Vainglory,  the  name  of  the  other  is,  The  Marring  and  Dissipating 
of  Religion:'" 

Reform*  Also,  concerning  the  reformation  of  the  church,  this  vision  he 
the"  °f  declarcth  :  "  It  happened,  as  I  was  in  the  same  city  in  the  house  of 
church  a  certain  nobleman,  a  Briton,  and  was  there  speaking  with  certain, 
I  saw  a  cross  of  silver  very  bright,  much  like  to  the  cross  of  the  earl 
of  Toulouse.  But  the  twelve  apples,  which  did  hang  beside  the 
arm  of  the  cross,  were  very  vile,  like  the  apples  which  the  sea  is  wont 
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to  cast  up.  And  I  said,  *  What  is  this,  Lord  Jesus  ?"  And  the 
Spirit  answered  me,  '  This  cross  which  thou  seest  is  the  church, 


which  shall  be  clear  and  bright  in  pureness  of  life,  and  shall  be  A-D. 
heard  and  known  all  over  through  tne  shrill  voice  of  the  preaching 


of  sincere  verity.'  Then,  being  troubled  with  the  apples,  I  asked 
what  these  apples  so  vile  did  signify  ?  And  he  said, '  It  is  the  humi- 
liation of  the  church 

This  godly  man  did  forewarn  (as  in  a  certain  chronicle  is  declared)  simony 
how  God  would  punish  the  simony  and  avarice  of  the  clergy,  with  Jj^oMhe 
such  a  plague,  that  rivers  should  run  with  blood.     It  is  said,  that  10 
there  is  remaining  a  great  volume  of  his  visions  which  are  not  yet  nished. 
abroad  ;  for  these  that  be  abroad,  are  but  a  brief  extract  out  of  his 
visions  and  revelations. 

After  that  we  have  thus  long  strayed  in  these  foreign  stories  of 
Frederic,  and  in  the  tractation  of  other  matters  pertaining  to  other 
countries,  it  is  time  that  we  return  to  our  own  country  again. 

THE  STORY  OF  ROBERT  GBOSTHEAD,  BISHOP  OF  LINCOLN. 

Following  the  continuation  of  time  and  course  of  the  church,  we 
will  now  join  to  these  good  fathers  and  writers,  the  history  of  the 
learned  bishop  of  Lincoln,  named  Robert  Grosthead,1  a  man  famously 
learned,  as  that  time  served,  in  the  three  tongues,  both  Latin,  Greek, 
and  Hebrew,  also  in  all  liberal  sciences ;  whose  works  and  sermons 
even  to  this  day  are  extant,  which  I  have  seen  in  the  library  of  the 
queen's  majesty  at  Westminster,  wherein  is  one  special  sennon 
vrittcn  and  exhibited  in  four  sundry  scrolls  addressed  to  the  pope, 
and  to  other  four  cardinals,  beginning  "  Dominus  nostcr  Jesus 
Christus."     Nicholas  Trivet,  in  his  Chronicle,  writing  of  this 
bishop,  affirmed  that  he  was  born  in  Suffolk,  in  the  diocese  of  Robert 
Norfolk  :  who  giving  him  the  praise  of  being  a  man  of  excellent  held. a 
wisdom,  of  profound  doctrine,  and  an  example  of  all  virtue,  wit-  jjffi'*' 
nesseth  that  he  being  master  of  arts,  wrote  first  a  commentary 
on  the  latter  books  of  Aristotle  ;  also  that  he  wrote  tractations 
concerning  the  spheres,  and  the  art  of  computations,  and  that  he 
■ct  forth  divers  books  concerning  philosophy.    Afterwards,  being 
doctor  in  divinity,  and  expertly  seen  in  all  the  three  tongues,  he 
drew  sundry  treatises  out  of  the  Hebrew  glosses,  also  translated  HUbookt 
divers  works  out  of  the  Greek,  as  the  testament  of  the  twelve  work*, 
patriarchs,  and  the  books  of  Dionysius,  commenting  upon  the  new 
translation  with  his  own  gloss.* 

This  godly  and  learned  bishop,  after  divers  conflicts  and  agonies 
sustained  against  the  bishop  of  Rome,  after  the  example  of  Frederic, 
of  Gulielmus  de  Sancto  amore,  of  Nicholaus  Gallus,  and  others  after 
named,  at  length,  after  great  labours  and  travails  of  life,  finished 
his  course,  and  departed  at  Bugden  in  the  month  of  October,  Death  of 
a.d.  1253.    Of  his  decease  thus  writeth  Matthew  Paris,1  "Out  of gg- 


(1)  Robert  Groathead  or  Grositeste  «u  born  about  a.d.  1175,  wu  made  bUhop  in  \25i,  and  died 

1153  —En. 

(J)  Many  other  work*  and  volumes  were  written  by  the  said  Grosthead.  aa  "  De  oculo  Moral!," 
"  De  dotihui."  "  De  cessatione  legalium,"  "  Parvus  Cato,"  "  Annotationes  in  Suidam,"  "  In  Boe- 
tiu  in."  "  De  poteitate  Paitorali."  "  Ex  posit  lories  in  Gen.  et  in  Lucam,"  with  a  number  morc,betidea 
divert  epiities,  sermons,  and  invection*  sent  to  the  pope  for  hia  Immeasurable  exactions,  where- 
with he  overcharged  and  oppressed  the  church  of  T 

<l)  Matth.  Paris,  fol.  278 
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"m9        PTVSon  anc*  banislimcnt  of  this  world  (which  he  never  loved) 

taken  the  holy  bishop  of  Lincoln,  Robert,  at  his  manor  of  Bugden, 
in  the  even  of  St.  Dionisius ;  who  was  an  open  reprover  of  the  pope 
and  of  the  king,  a  rcbukcr  of  the  prelates,  a  corrector  of  the  monks, 
a  director  of  the  priests,  an  instructor  of  the  clerks,  a  favourer  of 
scholars,  a  preacher  to  the  people,  a  persecutor  of  the  incontinent, 
a  diligent  searcher  of  the  Scripture,  a  mall  to  the  Romans,  and  a 
contemner  of  their  doings.11  What  a  mall  he  was  to  the  Romans, 
in  the  sequel  hereof  (Christ  willing)  shall  appear.  The  story  is 
this : — It  so  befel,  that  among  other  daily  and  intolerable  exactions, 
wherein  pope  Innocent  IV.  was  grievous  and  injurious  in  manifold 
SmCm*'  Wa^8  *°  ^e  rea^m  °^  England,  he  had  a  certain  cousin  or  nephew 
of  Omt-  (so  popes  were  wont  to  call  their  sons)  named  Frederic,  being  yet 
{l"po£h  young  and  under  years,  whom  the  said  Innocent  the  pope  would 
a.d.1253.  needs  prefer  to  be  a  canon  or  prebendary  in  the  church  of  Lincoln, 
in  this  time  of  Robert,  bishop  of  the  said  church  ;  and  that,  upon  the 
same,  the  pope  directed  letters  to  certain  of  his  factors  here  in  Eng- 
land, for  the  execution  thereof;  a  copy  of  which  letters  by  chance, 
yet  not  by  chance,  but  by  the  opportune  sending  of  God,  came  to 
my  hands  as  I  was  penning  this  present  story,  written  in  the  end  of 
an  old  parchment  book,  and  otherwise  rarely  I  suppose  to  be  found;1 
it  is  thus  in  English. 

The  PopVs  unreasonable  Letter  to  his  Factors  in  England. 

Unto  our  well-beloved  sons,  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  to  Master 
Innocent,  our  scribe,  abiding  in  England,  greeting  and  apostolical  benediction. 
Forasmuch  as  our  well-beloved  son  G.of  S.  Eustace, 


i  et  apostolicam  benedict.  Cum  dilectus  filin*  notter  G. 
dllecto  [recte  dictum  fortaaaia  Alio!]  filio  Frederico  de  Lavania,  clerlco, 
i  mandato  not  tro  canonicatum  Lincolniens.  cum  plenitudine  Juris  canon  id  duxeritconfe- 
loaum  per  luutn  annulum  corporal  iter  et  praetentlalitcT  fnvestieni  de  eodem,  ut  ex  tunc 
a  Lincolniensis  cxUtat,  et  plenum  nomen  et  Jut  canouici  consequatur  ibidem,  ac  pneben- 
dam,  si  qua  vacavcrit  in  ecclcsla  Lincol.  a  tempore  quo  dud  urn  litem  nottrir  super  reception*,  ac 
provitione  facienda  sibi  in  eccles.  eadem  de  prtrmissis  venerab.  fretri  nostro  cpUcopo  Lincoln 
prvacntata?  fucrunt,  alioqui  post  vacaturam  conferendam  aibi  donation)  apoatollcas  reservarit: 
decemendo  irriium  et  inane,  tl  quid  de  pnebenda  hujuimodi  aquoquam  fuerit  attentatum,  net 
non  et  in  contradl<-torcs  ct  rebellet  excommunicationii  tentenliam  unique  promulgando,  prout  in 
llterla  ejuidetn  exinde  de  conttltutlt  [confectis]  ] ' 


'  Nob  ipaius  Frederici  devotis  supplicati 
hoc  et  ratum  et  g rat  urn  habentcs,  idem  authoritatc  apnstolira  duximut  conflrmandum.  Quocirca 
dlacretioni  vestrsr  per  apostolica  scripts  mandamus,  quatenui  eundem  Fredericum.  vel  procurato- 
rem  tuum  ejua  nomine  in  corporalcm  possessionem  praedictorum  canonicatua  et  prsrbendae 
authoritate  nostra  inducatis,  et  dcfcndatls  inductum,  eontradictores  per  censuram  ecclraiaaticam 
appcllatione  post  posita  compexcendo.  Non  obstantibua  aliquibua  consuctudintbus  vel  statutis,  Jura- 
mcntia,  vel  confirmationibus  srdis  aposlolicjc,  seu  quacunque  alia  infirmitate  roboratia  ;  vel  quod 
dictus  Fredericua  pnescnt  non  fuerit  ad  pnrstaiidum  juramcntum  de  ob*ervandit  consuctudinlbua 
eiusdem  eccles.  consuetis;  aivc  si  pratdicto  cpiscopo  vel  capitulo  ipsitis  ecclcnUe  communlter  vel 
singulation,  seu  all  is  quibuscunque  peraonis  a  dicta  sede  IndultumexUtat,  quod  ad  receptioncm  vel 
alkujus  compelll  nequeant,  sive  quod  nullut  alius  in  coram  cedents  ncmini  provldere 
juod  interdict,  si 


vel  quod  interdict,  suspendi,  aut  excomraunicaii  non  potsint,  per  literaa  apoatol.  anb  qua- 
ijue  forma  verborum  obtentaa,  vel  obtinendaa,  etiamsi  tolua  tenor  indulgcntlarum  huju 
ae  verbo  in  vrrbum  In  iisdem  Uteris  ait  Insertus,  sive  quibus  aliis  Inriulgcntiia  quibu 
peraonis,  dijmiiati.  vel  loco,  sub  quacunque  forma  verborum  concessit  a  sede apoat.  vel  etlam  < 
deodU,  per  quaa  etTcctus  btijutmodi  provlsionls  posset  impediri  aliquatenua  vel  diflerri.  lamen 
vnlumus,  ea  de  certa  acientia,  quantum  ad  provNionem  faciam  et  faclendam  Frederico  pnrdlcto  in 
ecclesia  Lincoln,  viribus  omnino  carere.  C'icicrum,  si  aliqui  pnedicto  Fredcrico  vel  procurator! 
auper  pnrmlssis,  vel  allquo  pnrmlasorum,  aliquatenut  duxerint  apponendum :  illoa  ex  parte 
nostra  citari  curetit,  ut  peremptorie  infra  duorum  mensium  s pactum  post  citationcm  vestram 
per»onaliter  compareant  coram  nobis,  eidem  Fredeiico  tuper  pnrmittia  legitime  reaponauri.  Non 


privileglls,  sive  qulbuslibet  indulgentiis  pcrtonU  regni  Angluje  generaliter  vel  cujua 
,  vel  diftnitati.  vel  loco  specialiter  a  prsrdicta  sede  sub  quacunque  forma  verborum  con- 
Quod  non  possunt  ultra  marc,  seu  extra clvitatem  vel  dioccain  suam  in  judicium  cvocari  per 
apost.  tub  quacunque  forma  verborum  obtentas;  quod  privilcgium  et  induliccntias  t-isdem 
peraonis  de  certa  acientia  nullatcnus  volumus  auttragari,  ct  constitutione  edlta  de  duabus  dictis  in 
eonclllo  gcncrall  non  ubatantc.  Diem  autctn  citationis  et  formam  nobis,  vestris  Uteris  tenorcm 
prarscniium  eontlncntlbu*  fideliter  Intimcti*.   Quod  si  non  ambo  his  cxcqumdls  interrsae  pote- 

decimo. 
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special  commandment  hath  given  and  granted  to  our  well-beloved  son  Frederic  /fr»ry 

de  Lavania,  a  clerk  and  our  nephew,  a  canonship  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  with  111 

full  power  and  grant  of  the  same  ;  investing  him  also  corporally  and  presently  ^  jj— 

with  his  own  ring  in  the  said  canonship,  to  be  from  henceforth  canon  of  Lin-  ]•>_-••' 
coin,  and  to  have  full  power  over  the  said  canonship  in  the  church,  and  a 


prebend  when  any  Bhall  fall  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  from  that  time  since 
which  our  letters  of  late  concerning  this  receiving  and  provision  to  be  given  to 


to  a 


him  in  the  said  church,  were  lately  presented  and  exhibited  to  our  reverend  *»n 
brother,  the  bishop  of  Lincoln ;  or  else  after  the  next  avoiding,  the  said  pre- 
bendship  to  be  reserved  to  the  apostolical  donation ;  and  to  be  given  to  him, 
making  it-  void  and  frustrate  if  the  said  prebendship  shall  be  given  to  any  other 
man  beside,  and  also  denouncing  the  sentence  of  excommunication  against  all 
them  that  shall  rebel  and  gainsay  the  same,  as  in  the  letters  of  the  said  cardi- 
nal is  more  fully  contained. 

We,  therefore,  graciously  inclined  by  the  devout  supplication  of  the  said  Ex  cons- 
Frederic,  ratifying  and  gratefully  approving  that  which  hath  been  done  by  the  J>,u,»'c»- 
said  cardinal  in  the  premises,  we  thought  good  by  the  authority  apostolical  ^ 
to  confirm  the  same.    Wherefore  we  give  all  commandment  by  our  letters 
apostolical  to  your  wisdoms,  that  you  will  see  the  said  Frederic  (or  his  proctor 
in  his  behalf)  to  be  really  and  corporally  possessed  in  the  said  canonship  or  pre- 
bend by  our  authority,  and  also  defend  the  said  party  being  therein  possessed ; 
denouncing  the  sentence  of  excommunication  against  all  such  as  shall  withstand 
the  same,  all  manner  of  customs  or  statutes  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
corroborated  either  with  oath,  or  confirmations  of  the  see  apostolic,  or  by  what 
stay  or  let  soever ;  or  whether  that  the  said  Frederic  be  not  present  to  take  the 
oath  accustomed  to  be  given  for  observing  the  customs  of  the  said  church ;  or 
whether  it  be  given  and  granted  by  the  said  see  to  the  aforesaid  bishop,  or  to 
the  chapter  of  the  said  church  jointly  and  severally,  or  to  what  person  or 


persons  else ;  that  no  man,  by  compulsion,  should  have  admission  or  provision 
for  any  person  in  their  church  whereby  they  cannot  be  interdicted,  suspended, 
or  excommunicated  by  the  letters  apostolical  obtained,  or  to  be  obtained  here- 
after, under  what  form  or  words  soever ;  yea,  although  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
said  indulgence  be  inserted  word  for  word  in  the  said  your  letters,  or  by  any 
other  indulgences  to  what  person  or  persons  soever,  of  what  estate,  dignity,  or 
place  soever,  under  any  manner  or  form  of  words,  granted  hereafter  by  the  see 
apostolic,  by  the  which  indulgences  the  effect  of  the  said  provision  may  be  by 
any  manner  of  ways  hindered  or  deferred  :  yet,  of  our  certain  knowledge,  we  will 
that  they  shall  want  their  strength  in  the  provision  made  or  to  be  made  for  the 
said  Frederic,  in  the  church  of  Lincoln.  And  if  any,  upon  the  premises  or  any 
of  them,  shall  allege  against  the  foresaid  Frederic,  or  his  procurator,  that  you 
will  cause  them  to  be  cited  on  our  behalf ;  so  that  they,  being  cited  peremptorily, 
shall  within  the  space  of  two  months  from  your  citation,  personally  appear  before 
us  according  to  law,  to  make  answer  to  the  said  Frederic  upon  the  premises  : 
any  privileges  or  indulgences  whatsoever  given  and  granted,  either  generally  to 
the  kingdom  of  England,  or  peculiarly  to  any  other  person  of  what  state,  degree, 
and  place  soever,  granted  by  the  aforesaid  see,  under  whatsoever  manner  and 
form  of  words  for  them  not  to  be  called  up  beyond  the  sea,  or  out  of  their  own 
city  or  diocese  by  letters  apostolical,  under  whatsoever  form  of  words  obtained,  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  All  which  privileges  and  indulgences, 
we  will,  in  no  case,  shall  stand  in  any  force  or  effect  to  the  said  parties.  More- 
over, the  day  and  form  of  the  citation  we  will  that  ye  do  faithfully  intimate 
unto  us  by  your  letters  containing  the  tenor  thereof,  and  if  both  of  you  cannot 
be  present  at  the  execution  hereof,  yet  we  will,  notwithstanding,  that  one  of  you 
do  execute  the  same  without  fail. — bated  the  seventh  Kal.,  February,  the  tenth 
year  of  our 


As  there  is  no  man  who  hath  any  eyes  to  see,  but  may  easily  un- 
derstand in  reading  this  letter  of  the  pope,  how  unreasonable  his 
request  is,  how  impudently  he  comraandeth,  how  proudly  he  threat- 
encth,  how  wickedly  he  oppresseth  and  racketh  the  church  of  God,  in 
placing  boys  and  strangers  in  the  ministry  and  cure  of  souls,  and  also 
in  making  them  his  provisory  to  raven  up  the  church  goods ;  so  is  it 
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THE  ANSWER  OF  MISIIOP  GROSTHF.AD. 


Htnn  no  great  marvel,  if  this  godly  bishop,  Robert  Grosthead,  was  offended 
tlL  therewith ;  who,  in  my  mind  deservcth  herein  a  double  commenda- 
A.  D.  tion,  not  only  tliat  he  so  wisely  did  discern  error  from  sincerity  and 
1253-  truth ;  but  also  that  he  was  so  hardy  and  constant  to  stand  to  the 

commen-  defence  thereof  against  the  pope,  according  as  in  this  his  answer  to 

££  of  the  pope  again  may  appear,  as  followeth. 

The  Answer  of  Bishop  Grosthead  to  the  Pope. 

Salutem.  May  it  please  your  wisdom  to  understand,  that  I  am  not  disobedient 
to  any  of  the  apostolic  precepts,  but  both  devoutly  and  reverently,  with  the  natural 
affection  of  a  son,  obey  the  same,  and  also  am  an  utter  enemy  to  all  those  that 
resist  such  apostolic  precepts,  as  a  child  zealous  of  his  father's  honour.  And 
truly,  I  am  no  less  than  bound  thereunto  by  the  precept  and  commandment  of 
God.  For  the  apostolic  precepts  are  none  other,  nor  can  be,  than  consonant 
and  uniform  to  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles,  and  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  who  is  the 
master  and  lord  of  all  the  apostles  ;  whose  type  and  person,  especially  in  the  con- 
sonant and  uniform  hierarchy  of  the  church,  the  lord  pope  secmeth  to  bear ;  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  saying  the  same, '  whosoever  is  not  with  me,  the 
same  is  against  me.'  Therefore,  against  him  neither  is  nor  can  be  the  most  divine 
sanctity  of  the  see  apostolical.  The  tenor,  then,  of  your  aforesaid  apostolical 
letter  is  not  consonant  to  true  sanctity,  but  utterly  dissonant  and  disagreeing 
with  the  same.  First,  for  that  the  clause  of  this  your  letter,  and  many  such 
other  letters  (which  clause  always  ye  so  much  do  urge)  •  non  obttante'  induced 
and  brought  in  upon  no  necessity  of  any  natural  law  to  be  observed,  doth 
swarm  and  flow  with  all  inconstancy,  boldness,  pertinacity,  impudency,  lying, 
and  deceiving,  and  is  also  a  sea  of  mistrust  as  giving  crecbt  to  no  man.  And 
as  it  swarmeth  with  these,  so  doth  it  in  like  manner  with  innumerable  other 
vices  which  hang  and  depend  upon  the  same;  moving  and  disturbing  the 
purity  of  the  christian  religion  and  of  the  life  agreeable  to  the  same,  as 
also  the  public  tranquillity  of  men.  Moreover,  next  after  the  sin  of  Lucifer 
(who  shall  be  in  the  latter  time,  to  wit,  of  Antichrist,  the  child  of  perdition, 
whom  the  Lord  shall  destroy  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth)  there  is  not,  nor 
can  be,  any  kind  of  sin  so  repugnant  and  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
apostles  and  holy  Scripture,  and  to  our  Saviour  Christ  himself  more  hateful, 
detestable,  and  abominable,  than  to  destroy  and  kill  men's  souls,  by  defrauding 
them  of  the  mystery  of  the  pastoral  office,  which,  by  the  ministry  of  the  pastoral 
cure,  ought  to  save  and  quicken  the  same.  Which  sin,  by  most  evident  places 
of  the  Scripture,  such  men  are  discerned  and  known  to  commit,  who,  being  in 
the  authonty  of  the  pastoral  dignity,  do  serve  their  own  carnal  desires  and 
necessaries  with  the  benefit  of  the  milk  and  wool  of  the  sheep  and  flock  of 
Christ,  and  do  not  minister  the  same  pastoral  office  and  charge  to  the  benefit 
and  salvation  of  those  their  sheep.  The  same,  therefore,  by  the  testimony  of 
the  Scripture  is  not  the  administration  of  the  pastoral  ministry,  but  the  killing 
and  destruction  of  the  sheep.  And  that  these  two  kind  of  vices  be  most  vile 
and  wicked  (although  after  a  differing  sort),  and  far  exceeding  all  other  kind 
of  wickedness,  hereby  it  is  manifest,  for  that  the  same  are  directly  contrary  to 
two  virtues  most  chiefly  good,  although  differing  in  themselves,  and  unlike 
each  other;  for  that  is  called  most  wicked,  which  is  contrary  to  a  thing  most 
good.  As  much  then  as  lieth  in  the  offenders,  the  one  of  their  offences  is 
directly  against  the  Deity,  who  of  himself  is  always  essentially  and  supcr- 
naturully  good  ;  the  other  is  against  the  deification  and  the  image  of  God  in 
man,  who  is  not  always,  but  by  the  participation  of  God's  lightsome  grace, 
essentially  and  naturally  good.  And  forasmuch  as  in  tilings  being  good,  the 
cause  of  good  is  better  than  the  effect,  and  as  again  in  evil  things,  the  cause  of 
evil  is  worse  than  the  effect  of  evil,  proceeding  thereof,  hereby  it  is  manifest : 
that  the  inducers  of  such  wicked  destroyers  of  God's  image  and  deification  in 
the  sheep  of  Christ  (that  is,  the  church  of  God)  are  worse  than  those  chief 
destroyers,  to  wit,  Lucifer  and  Antichrist. 

And  as  in  these  degrees  of  wickedness  how  much  more  excellent  such  be, 
who,  having  a  great  charge  committed  to  them  of  God  (to  edification,  and 
not  to  destruction)  are  more  bound  to  keep  awaj  and  exclude  such  wicked 
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destroyers  from  the  church  of  God :  so  much  is  it  also  of  that,  that  this  holy  seat  jTmry 
apostolic,  to  whom  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  hath  given  all  manner  of  power  (to 
edification,  as  the  apostle  saith,  and  not  to  destruction)  can  command,  or  will    7  Z 
to  go  about  any  such  thing,  urging  unto  so  great  wickedness,  so  odious,  detest-  JT~ 
able,  and  abominable  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  also  so  pernicious  to  man- 
kind.    For  this  should  be  a  great  defection,  corruption  and  abuse  of  the  said  p.°.wer 
seat  and  fulness  of  power,  and  an  utter  separation  from  the  glorious  throne  of  mtetosn 
our  Lord  Jesus  Chnst,  and  a  near  neighbourhood  unto  the  two  most  principal  to  edihea- 
princes  of  darkness,  sitting  in  the  chair  of  pestilence,  prepared  for  the  pains  of  nouode! 
lull.   Neither  can  any  man  who  is  subject  and  faithful  to  the  said  see,  and  not  »tmction. 
cut  away  from  the  body  of  Christ,  and  from  the  said  holy  see,  with  sincere  and  Two  prin- 
unspotted  conscience  obey  such  manner  of  precepts  and  commandments,  or  ri|ul 
whatsoever  other  attempts  proceeding,  yea,  though  from  the  high  order  of  o^dark- 
angels  themselves,  but  rather  ought  of  necessity  with  all  their  strength  to  with-  JjJJJ  Lu- 
stand  and  rebel  against  the  same.    Wherefore,  my  reverend  lord,  I,  like  an  j£S»** 
obedient  child,  upon  my  bound  duty  of  obedience  and  fidelity  which  I  owe  to  ' 
both  the  parents1  of  this  holy  apostolic  see,  and  partly  for  love  of  unity  in  the 
body  of  Christ  joined  with  the  said  see,  do  not  obey,  but  withstand,  and  utterly 
rebel  against  these  things  in  the  said  letter  contained;  and  especially  which 
urge  and  tend  to  the  aforesaid  wickedness,  so  abominable  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  so  repugnant  to  the  holiness  of  the  holy  apostolic  see,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  unity  of  the  catholic  faith-    Neither  for  this  cause  can  your  discretion 
determine  "any  extremity  to  me,  because  all  my  doing  and  gainsaying  in  this 
matter  is  no  resistance  nor  rebellion,  but  a  childly  obedience  to  the  divine 
precept,  and  honour  due  both  to  father  and  mother.1    Briefly  therefore  repeat- 
ing my  words,  I  say,  that  this  holy  apostolic  see  cannot  do  any  thing  but  to 
edification,  and  nothing  at  all  to  destruction  :  for  this  is  the  fulness  of  power, 
to  be  able  to  do  all  things  to  edification.    But  these  which  you  call  provisions 
be  not  to  edification,  but  to  manifest  destruction.    The  holy  apostolic  see, 
therefore,  neither  can  nor  ought  to  attempt  any  such  thing,  because  flesh  and 
blood,  which  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  hath  revealed  the  same, 
and  not  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  which  is  in  heaven. 

Then  followcth  it  in  the  story  both  of  Matthew  Paris,  and  of 
Florilegus,  that  when  this  epistle  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  pope, 
he,  fuming  and  fretting  with  anger  and  indignation,  answered  with  a 
fierce  look  and  proud  mind,  saying,  "  What  old  doating  frantic 
wretch  is  this,  so  boldly  and  rashly  to  judge  of  my  doings  ?    By  We„ 
sweet  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  were  it  not  that  upon  our  own  clemency  J^"* 
and  good  nature  we  arc  restrained,  we  should  hurl  him  down  to  such  pop»t 
confusion,  that  we  would  make  him  a  fable,  a  gazing  stock,  an  ex- 
ample and  wonderment  to  all  the  world.    For  is  not  the  king  of 
England  our  vassal  ?  and  to  say  more,  our  mancipal  or  page"  (to  use 
the  very  words  of  mine  author)  "  who  may  at  our  pleasure  and  beck 
both  hamper  him,  imprison  him,  and  put  him  to  utter  shame  ?" 
When  the  pope,  in  his  great  fury  and  rage,  had  uttered  this  amongst 
his  brethren,  the  cardinals,  who  were  scarcely  able  to  appease  the 
furious  violence  of  the  pope,  with  mild  moderation  of  words  said 
unto  him  :  that  it  was  not  expedient  for  them  to  proceed  against  that 
bishop  in  such  rigorous  manner.    "  For,""  said  they,  11  to  confess  the 
truth  to  your  holiness,  it  is  but  very  truth  that  he  affirmcth,  neither 
can  we  condemn  him  for  it.    He  is  a  catholic  man,  yea,  also  a  holy  aiie«,a 
man :  more  holy  and  also  religious  than  we  ourselves ;  a  man  of  ggjjgk 
excellent  wit  and  excellent  life  ;  so  that  it  is  thought,  among  all  the  o^t-" 

E relates  he  hath  not  his  better,  nor  yet  his  like.   This  is  not  unknown  1 
oth  to  the  French  and  English  clergy  universally,  neither  can  our 

(1)  He  meaneth  either  Chriit  and  the  ehureh,  or  Peter  and 
(I)  That  it,  both  to  Chmt  and  hU  church. 
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Hmrf  contradiction  prevail  against  him.    The  truth  of  this  his  epistle 
perhaps  is  known  now  to  many,  and  shall  stir  up  many  against  us  : 


A.  I),  for  he  hath  the  name  of  being  a  great  philosopher,  and  singularly 
seen  in  all  the  tongues,  both  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew ;  xealous  in 
justice,  a  reader  of  divinity  in  the  schools,  a  preacher  amongst  the 
people,  a  lover  of  chastity,  and  a  persecutor  of  simony."  These 
words  spake  L.  Giles,  a  Spanish  cardinal,  to  the  pope,  and  <  there 
besides,  moved  by  their  conscience  to  speak.  And  this  counsel  they 
gave  to  the  pope,  that  he  should  dissemble  and  wink  at  these  things, 
as  one  not  seeing  or  regarding  them,  lest  otherwise  perhaps  some 
tumult  might  rise  and  spring  therefrom ;  especially  seeing  this  is 
manifest  and  known  to  all  men,  that  at  last  there  must  needs  come  a 
defection  and  parting  from  the  church  of  Rome. 
The  godly  Not  long  after  this,  about  the  canicular  days,1  this  reverend  and 
orLt-r  Rodly  Robert,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  lying  at  his  manor  place  in  Bugden, 
hu?ick-  jpevously  sick;  and  thereupon  within  few  days  departed.  In 
the  time  of  his  sickness  he  called  to  him  a  certain  friar  of  the  preach- 
ing order,  named  Master  John  Giles,  a  man  expert  and  cunning  both 
in  physic  and  divinity ;  partly  to  receive  of  him  some  comfort  of  his 
body,  and  partly  to  confer  with  him  in  spiritual  matters.  Thus,  upon 
a  certain  day,  the  bishop  conferring  with  the  foresaid  Master  John, 
and  reciting  to  him  the  doings  and  proceedings  of  the  pope,  did 
grievously  rebuke  and  reprehend  his  fellow  brethren,  the  preaching 
friars,  and  the  other  order  also  of  the  minorites;  that,  forasmuch  as  their 
order,  being  planted  in  wilful  poverty  of  the  spirit,  to  the  intent  that 
they  should  more  freely  carp  at  and  reprove  the  vices  of  the  mighty, 
and  not  flatter  or  spare  them,  but  sharply  rebuke  and  reprehend  the 
same ;  the  said  friars,  contrary  to  their  profession,  did  not  boldly 
enough  cry  out  and  inveigh  against  the  abuses  of  their  superiors  and 
men  of  power,  nor  did  uncover  or  detect  their  faults  and  wickedness; 
and  therefore,  said  the  bishop,  I  judge  them  to  be  no  better  than 
manifest  heretics.  And  he  addcth  moreover,  demanding  of  Master 
John,  "  What  is  heresy  ?"  and  that  he  should  give  him  the  true  defi- 
nition thereof.  Whereat  when  the  friar  did  stay  and  pause,  not 
remembering  the  solemn  definition  of  that  matter,  the  bisnop  there- 
upon inferreth,  giving  the  definition  in  Latin  by  the  true  interpretation 
Definition  of  the  Greek  word  :a  "  Heresy  is  a  sentence  taken  and  chosen  of  man's 
own  brain,  contrary  to  holy  Scripture,  openly  maintained,  and  stiffly 
defended.'"  And  this  definition  given,  consequently  he  inferred,  sharply 
reprehending  the  prelates  of  the  church,  but  especially  the  Romans, 
who  commit  the  charge  of  souls  unto  their  kinsfolks,  being  both  in 
age  unworthy,  and  in  learning  insufficient.  "  To  give,"  saith  he, 
"  the  charge  of  souls  unto  a  boy,  is  a  sentence  of  a  prelate  chosen  and 
taken  of  man's  own  head,  only  for  carnal  and  earthly  respect,  and 
also  is  contrary  to  holy  Scripture,  which  forbiddeth  any  such  to  be 
made  ministers  or  pastors,  who  arc  not  sufficient  to  drive  away  the 
wolves.  And,  moreover,  it  is  also  openly  maintained,  because  it  is 
manifestly  borne  abroad  and  commanded,  with  charts  imbulled  both 
with  wax  and  lead ;  and  finallv,  it  is  stiffly  defended.  For  if  any 
man  shall  dare  to  presume  to  withstand  the  same,  he  is  suspended 

ft)  "  Canicular  day«,"  the  dog-dayi.— Fd 
(1)  "  Here*U  Oiwce,  elcrtio.  Latiue.  e«t 
Uarla,  palina  docta,  pirtinacitci  MRU." 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  POPE  ACCUSED  OF  ENORMITIES  BY   BISHOP  GROSTHEAD.  o'2i) 

and  excommunicated,  and  open  war  cried  out  against  him :  therefore 
to  whom  the  whole  definition  of  a  heretic  doth  agree,  he  is  a  very 


heretic.  But  every  faithful  christian  man  ought  to  set  himself  against  A.  D. 
a  heretic  as  much  as  he  may.    Wherefore,  he  that  can  resist  him  1253- 
and  doth  not,  he  sinncth,  and  secmeth  to  be  a  favourer  thereof, 
according  to  the  saying  of  Gregory ;  4  He  lacketh  not  conscience  of  saym*  of 
secret  society,  who  ceaseth  to  resist  open  impiety .,    But  the  friars,  Gregory 
both  Franciscans  and  Dominies,  are  most  chiefly  bound  to  withstand 
such,  seeing  both  of  them  have  the  gift  of  preaching  committed  to 
them  by  their  office,  and  be  more  apt  to  the  said  office,  by  reason  of 
their  poverty;  and,  therefore,  they  do  not  only  offend  in  not  resisting 
such,  but  also  are  to  be  counted  maintainers  of  the  same,  according  to 
the  sentence  of  the  apostle  to  the  Romans,  saying,  1  Not  only  they 
which  commit  such  things,  but  also  they  that  consent,  are  worthy  of 
death.''    Wherefore  it  may  be  concluded,  that  as  well  the  pope,  ne  ^ 
unless  he  cease  from  that  vice,  as  also  the  same  friars,  unless  they  ^tre.y 
show  themselves  more  earnest  and  studious  in  repelling  the  same, 
arc  alike  worthy  of  death ;  that  is,  perpetual  damnation.    '  Item/ 
saith  the  canon  decretal,  1  That  upon  this  vice  of  heresy  the  pope 
both  may  and  ought  to  be  accused.  " 

After  this  the  vehemency  of  his  disease  more  and  more  increasing, 
and  because  the  nights  were  something  longer,  the  third  night  before 
his  departure,  the  bishop  feeling  his  infirmity  to  grow  upon  him, 
willed  certain  of  his  clergy  to  be  called  to  him,  thereby  to  be 
refreshed  with  some  conference  or  communication.  Unto  whom 
the  bishop,  mourning  and  lamenting  in  his  mind  for  the  loss  of  souls 
through  the  avarice  of  the  pope's  court,  said  on  this  wise,  as  by 
certain  aphorisms. 

Certain  Aphorisms  or  Articles  of  Robert  Grosthead  against  the 

Bishop  of  Rome. 

1.  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  and  win  souls:  ergo,  he  that  feareth 
not  to  destroy  souls,  may  he  not  worthily  be  counted  Antichrist  ? 

2.  Hie  Lord  created  the  whole  world  in  six  days,  but  in  restoring  of  man  he 
laboured  more  than  thirty  years.  Wherefore  he  that  is  a  destroyer  of  that, 
about  which  the  Lord  so  long  laboured,  is  not  he  worthy  to  be  counted  the 
enemy  of  God,  and  Antichrist  ? 

3.  The 
leges  of 

obstante,'  which  is  not  done  without  the  prejudice  and  manifest  injury  o.  «,«:»...  w|c, 
For  in  so  doing  he  doth  reprove  and  destroy  that  which  so  many  and  such  flauae, 
holy  men  have  builded  up  before,  and  thus  seemeth  he  to  be  a  contemner  "^ion"I>" 
of  the  saints.     Worthily  therefore  he  that  contemneth  shall  be  contemned,  *  "  c 
according  to  the  saying  of  Isaiah,  "  Woe  to  thee  that  dost  despise,  for  shalt 
not  thou  thyself  be  despised?"    And  who  shall  keep  his  privileges,  who 
so  breaketh  the  privileges  of  others  ? 

4.  The  pope  answering  thereunto,  thus  defendeth  perhaps  his  error :  "  He  And  for 

that  is  equal,  hath  no  superiority  over  his  equal ;  therefore  no  pope  hath  power 

r         it       i  rr.   !,  •   »  r  r.    ,      At    ins;  marc 

to  bind  me,  being  pope  as  well  as  he.      To  this  I  answer  again  (quoth  the  than  hi* 

bishop),  it  seemeth  to  me,  that  he  that  now  presently  is  sailing  in  the  dan-  due ;  »nd 
gerous  seas  of  this  world,  and  he  that  is  safely  arrived  in  the  haven,  having 
past  all  jeopardies,  are  not  both  like  and  equal.  Grant  that  some  popes  be  saved  be  equal, 
(God  forbid  any  should  say  to  the  contrary),  then  saith  our  Saviour:  M  He  that  Jjjj^jfy, 
is  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  John  the  Baptist,  a  greater  ,r'r.'.icet " 
than  whom  did  never  rise  amongst  the  children  of  men."    Is  not  therefore  *or». 
some  pope  greater,  being  a  giver  and  confirmer  of  privileges,  than  this  that  is 
VOL.  II.  M  M 


u  uoo,  ann  Anticnnsi  r 

e  pope  shameth  not  impudendy  to  annihilate  and  disannul  the  privi-  The  pope 
'  his  holy  predecessors,  of  Roman  bishops,  by  this  obstacle,  '  Non  ««*u»«t 
,'  which  u  not  done  without  the  prejudice  and  manifest  injury  of  them.  .JllL, 


Digitized  by  Google 


580  THE  CRAFTY  PRACTICE  OF  USURERS. 

ihort  alive?   Truly,  methinka,  he  ia  greater;  therefore  he  hath  dominion  orer  his 

llt-  inferior. 

^  U  !>.  Doth  not  the  pope  thus  say,  speaking  of  all  his  predecessors  for  the  most 
j.>r}.j  part ;  "  This  our  predecessor,  and  this  our  predecessor  of  most  worthy  memory," 
&c.    And  again,  "  We,"  saith  he,  "cleaving  to,  or  following  the  steps  of  our 

Accused   predecessors,"  &c.    And  why  then  do  such  popes  as  come  after,  destroy  these 

\ng  "he"  foundations  which  their  predecessors  have  laid  ? 

«rt*orhi$     6.  Many  apostolic  men  coming  after,  have  confirmed  some  privilege  granted 
preitece*-  by  0t),ers;  and  be  not  many  bishops,  being  already  saved  by  the  grace  of  God, 
Thc'popc  to  be  counted  greater  and  better  than  one  bishop  who  hath  not  vet  attained, 
alive,  i»    but  standeth  in  danger  to  obtain,  that  which  the  others  have  got  already  ? 
to hUpre-         ^so  our  forefathers,  the  bishops  of  the  apostolical  see,  in  preferment  of 
dcceK«or*,  time,  go  before  the  others  who  in  time  come  after;  and  those  whom  the  esti- 
haMiosu  mat'on  °f  ancie»t  time  doth  advance,  such  are  we  bound  to  esteem  and  to  have 
thority to  in  more  reverence.    This  did  the  holy  man  Benedict  well  consider;  who  in  his 
Infringe    rule  preferreth  such  as  came  first  in  time,  whatsoever  men  they  were,  before 
riSm/   them  who,  albeit  more  ancient  in  years,  came  after  them  into  the  order,  and 
Men  more  commandeth  them  to  be  their  superiors,  and  to  have  the  pre-eminence.  Which 
?" ti"e    being  80>  83     k  true  and  certain,  how  cometh  then  this  injurious  and  rash 
ouKhT'o  presumption,  which  dare  repeal  and  disannul  the  old  privileges  of  many  ancient 
be  had  in  holy  bishops,  in  time  and  in  reverence  going  before  them? 
vorenee'*      8-  Moreover,  and  though  many  popes  have  been  grievous  to  the  church,  vet 
The  pope  'his  P°Pe»  nrnre  especially,  hath  brought  it  most  into  servitude,  and,  in  manifold 
accused    ways,  hath  damnified  the  same.    For  these  Caursini,  these  open  usurers,  whom 
tltiTin"    ol,r  '10'y  forefathers  and  doctors  have  seen,  and  whom  we  have  seen,  and 
usury.      namely  our  learned  master  in  France,  preacher;  also  the  abbot  of  Flay,  a 
Cistercian,  Master  Jacobus  de  veteri,  and  Master  Stephen,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  in  the  time  of  his  banishment,  and  also  Master  Robert  Curcun, 
with  his  preaching  banished  out  of  France  (for  before  that  time  these  kind  o! 
usurers  were  never  known  in  England),  the  same  Caursini,  these  wicked  usurers, 
I  say,  were  by  this  pope  induced,  supported  and  maintained ;  so  that  if  any  do 
speak  against  them,  he  is  miserably  tossed  and  trounced  for  his  labour,  whereot 
partly  Roger,  bishop  of  London,  hath  some  experience. 

9.  The  world  doth  know,  that  usury  is  counted  a  detestable  thing  in  both 
the  Testaments,  and  is  forbidden  of  God.    But  now  the  pope's  usurers  or 
exchangers,  the  very  Jews  crying  out  against  them,  being  openly  suffered  in 
London  to  exercise  their  usury,  to  the  great  damage  and  detriment  of  all 
ecclesiastical  persons,  but  especially  of  houses  of  religion,  compelling  such  as  be 
in  poverty  to  counterfeit  and  to  put  their  seals  to  forged  writings,  which  is 
no  less  than  to  commit  idolatry  and  to  renounce  the  Verity,  which  is  God 
Crn.M?ce    himself.    As  for  example :  I  borrow  an  hundred  marks 1  for  a  year,  instead  of 
ofuturcrs.  R  hundred  pounds ;  I  am  compelled  to  make  my  writing  and  to  seal  the  same, 
confessing  that  I  have  received  and  borrowed  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  repaid 
again  at  the  year's  end  to  such  a  man,  &*c.    And  if  it  shall  chance  that  your 
occupying  be  such  that  within  a  month  you  bring  again  the  principal  to  the 
pope  s  usurer,  he  will  receive  no  less,  notwithstanding,  than  his  full  hundred 
pounds ;  which  condition  of  usury  is  much  worse  than  that  of  the  Jews,  for  to 
the  Jew  what  principal  you  bring,  he  will  require  no  more  than  proportion  ably 
_  the  wr  tnc  fouunensuration  of  so  much  time  wherein  his  mouey  hath  been  out  of 
Jew*,      his  hands. 

Crafty         1 0-  Moreover,  we  have  seen  and  known  the  pope  to  have  given  in  charge 
•ubticty   and  commandment  to  the  friars,  preachers,  and  Minorites,  to  inquire  diligently 
pope^tu    f°r  s,K'h  as  lie  sick  and  are  likely  to  die ;  and  so  coming  to  them  diligently  to 
jret  mo-    persuade  them  to  make  their  wills  and  testaments  favourably  to  the  profit  and 
subsidy  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  to  take  the  cross  upon  them ;  that  if  they  do 
amend,  they  may  wring  them  in  the  law,  and  if  they  die,  they  may  wrest  the 
money  from  their  executors. 
Men  11.  We  have  known  likewise  and  seen  men,  that  have  taken  the  vow  ar.d 

tiTuo'y  sign  of  the  cross  upon  them,  to  be  sold  to  laymen,  as  sheep  and  oxen  were 
Land.*old  wont  in  time  past  to  be  sold  in  the  temple.  We  have  also  seen  with  our  eyes 
HkeTecp  the  W8  letter.  »"  which  we  have  found  this  to  be  written :  that  they,  who 
by  the 

(1)  A  insu-k  w.u  thirteen  »hili;ng«  and  fourpence.— Ed. 
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bequeath  any  thing  to  the  behoof  or  subsidy  of  the  Holy  Land,  shall  receive  so  a. 
much  indulgence  as  they  have  disbursed  money.  tIt- 

12.  Over  and  besides  all  this,  the  pope,  in  divers  and  sundry  his  letters,  hath  A.U. 
willed  and  commanded  prelates  to  receive  into  ecclesiastical  benefices,  and  to  1233. 

provide  some  such  living  in  their  churches,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  such  and  

such  strangers  (being  both  absent  and  also  unworthy),  who  have  neither  learning,  f^ot 
uor  yet  the  language  of  the  country :  whereby  they  are  neither  able  to  preach,  »in»  «.id 
nor  to  hear  confessions,  nor  to  keep  residence' to  refresh  the  poor  and  the  way-  for  m°- 
farers. 

13.  We  know  and  have  seen  ourselves,  that  the  pope  hath  written  to  the  injuri- 
abbot  of  St.  Alban's  to  provide  for  one  called  John  de  Caraczana,  whom  we  ou*  to 
never  saw,  some  competent  benefice.    Whereupon,  in  few  days  after,  when  *  Ma** 
provision  was  made  for  him  in  a  certain  church,  worth  forty  marks  by  the  year  ptovi- 
and  more,  the  party  being  not  therewith  contented,  complained  to  the  pope ;  ,,on* !U1<1 
who  then  writing  to  the  aforesaid  abbot,  commanded  him  to  provide  for  the  tlon». 
aforesaid  Master  John  some  better  thing,  reserving,  notwithstanding,  the  gift  of  Also  to 
the  former  benefice  to  himself.  ofst  '  ^ 

14.  Again,  not  long  after  came  also  to  the  house  of  the  aforesaid  abbot,  two  han'a. 
other  persons  like  begging  vagabonds,  bringing  with  them  the  pope's  letters ;  The 

iu  the  tenor  whereof  the  abbot  was  commanded,  that,  incontinently  upon  the  arctwed 
sight  thereof,  he  should  give  and  disburse  to  the  said  persons  for  the  expedition  "^"i*11,) 
and  dispatch  of  his  affairs  ten  marks  in  hand,  without  any  delay  or  sticking :  "  °r  I0D' 
which  persons  uttering  unto  the  abbot  proud  and  threatening  words,  he  was 
fain  to  agree  with  them  and  send  them  away. 

15.  Also,  of  men  who  are  both  holy  and  well  learned,  who  have  left  the  Of  trou- 
world  for  the  following  of  God  in  such  order  as  they  ought  not  to  turn  back  b,,l,«  and 
again,  the  pope  maketh  his  collectors 1  and  bankers  to  get  in  his  money,  which  [^"Jmh- 
charge  they  arc  compelled  against  their  wills  to  take  upon  them,  lest  they  ed  men 
should  seem  to  be  disobedient;  and  so  of  spiritual  men  they  are  made  more  "t,itI!jtcu 
secular  than  the  most  secular.    And  so  the  baseness  of  their  chimmers  and  aiiiy.with 
scapillers,*  which  they  wear,  doth  prove  them  to  be  liars;  whilst,  under  the  hl*  u'm- 
habit  of  poverty  and  humiliation,  there  lurketh  the  spirit  of  pride  and  elation. 

And  because  no  legate  may  be  sent  into  England,  but  being  first  required  of 
the  king,  the  pope  sendeth  sophistical  legates,  and  such  as  be  disguised  and 
counterfeit  in  apparel,  and  are  guarded  with  great  might  and  power :  neither 
is  it  hard  tn  bring  forth  examples  thereof;  for  so  many  such  daily  do  come 
into  the  realm,  that  to  hear  the  names  of  them  recited,  it  would  be  tedious  for 
any  man  to  hear. 

16.  Furthermore  (as  we  have  seen  ourselves)  the  pope  granteth  for  secular  The  pope 
favour,  that  a  man  may  have  a  bishopric,  and  yet  be  no  oishon  consecrated, 

*'  Sed  electus  sempituruus,"  that  is,  "  Elect  for  ever :"  which  is  as  much  to  lawful 
signify,  to  have  the  milk  and  the  wool  of  the  sheep  and  not  to  keep  the  wolves  di»pen»a- 
away  from  the  sheep;  to  retain  the  renU  of  a  bishop,  and  uot  discharge  the 
function  of  a  bishop. 

And  when  this  godly  bishop  had  thus  reproved  these  and  such 
other  detestable  enormities  of  the  court  of  Kome ;  as  all  kinds  of 
avarice,  their  usury,  their  simony,  their  extortion,  all  kinds  of  filthi- 
ness,  fleshly  lust,  gluttony,  and  their  sumptuous  apparel  reigning  in 
that  court ;  k*  then,'"  saith  he,  u  this  old  verse  may  be  truly  verified 
upon  it : 

•  Ejus  avaritia?  torus  non  sufheit  orbis, 
Ejus  luxuriffi  mcretrix  non  sufiicit  omnia.' 
1  All  the  world  cannot  suffice,  their  greedy  covetous  mind. 
Nor  all  the  drabs  and  naughty  packs,  their  fdthy  lusting  kind.' " 

Afterwards  he  went  about  further  to  prosecute,  how  the  aforesaid 
court,  like  a  gulf  never  satisfied  (ever  gaping  so  wide,  that  the  flood 
of  Jordan  might  run  into  his  mouth),  aspired  how  to  usurp  the  goods 


|ll  Tolnen.— Old  ™. ...... 

(1)  '•  Chimmers  and  Kcapillers."  "Simwrc"  in  French  is  •  long  gown  St  rot*.  A  " 
that  part  of  the  dreaa  which  cover*  the  thouldcri.-Eo. 
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Htnn,  of  them  that  die  untested,  and  of  legacies  bequeathed  without  form 

 . —  of  law ;  and  whereby  more  licentiously  to  bring  this  to  pass  they 

A.  D.  used  to  join  the  king  to  be  fellow  and  partaker  with  them  in  their 
1-  )3-  spoils,  extortions,  and  robbings.    "  Neither,""  saith  he,  "  shall  the 
church  be  delivered  from  the  servitude  of  Egypt  but  by  violence 
and  force,  and  with  the  bloody  sword.    And  albeit,"  saith  he,  "  these 
be  yet  but  light  matters,  yet,  shortly,  more  great  and  grievous  things 
than  these  shall  be  seen.-" 
r*»th  of      And  in  the  end  of  this  his  prophesying,  which  he  scarcely  could 
(i^T"    utter  without  sighing,  sobbing,  and  weeping,  his  tongue  and  breath 
uuhijp  of  began  to  fail,  and  so,  the  organ  of  his  voice  being  stopped,  he  made 
Lincoln,  an  end  both  of  his  speech  and  life.1 

And,  forasmuch  as  mention  hath  been  made  before  of  the  insa- 
tiable avarice  of  the  pope's  court  by  his  inordinate  provisions  and 
reservations,  it  is  testified  by  Matthew  Paris,  that  the  aforesaid 
Robert  Grosthead,  being  bishop  of  Lincoln,  caused  to  be  viewed  and 
considered  diligently  by  his  clerks,  what  the  revenues  of  foreigners 
and  strangers  within  England,  set  in  by  the  pone,  came  to  by  the 
year;  and  it  was  found  and  evidently  tried,  tliat  this  pope  now 
present,  Innocent  IV.,  did  impoverish  the  universal  church  through- 
wh»t  the  out  Christendom,  more  than  all  his  predecessors  from  the  time  the 
wvenuei  P°PC  ^ret  began,  so  that  the  revenues  of  foreigners  and  clerks,  placed 
tj>y*Ki  by  him  here  in  England,  mounted  unto  the  sum  of  threescore  and 
herein    ten  thousand  marks  and  above,  whereas  the  mere  revenues  of  the 
SSftf  crown  came  not  to  thirty  thousand. 

Of  this  Robert  Grosthead  writeth  Cestrensis  (lib.  vii.),  that  partly 
for  that  it  grieved  him  to  sec  the  intolerable  exactions  of  the  pope  in 
this  realm ;  and,  partly,  because  he  refused  to  admit  a  certain  voung 
nephew  of  the  pope  to  be  canon  of  his  church  (as  liath  been  before 
recited),  he,  therefore,  writing  unto  the  pope,  and  signifying  that  he 
could  not  admit  any  such  persons  into  his  church,  who  neither  knew 
themselves  nor  the  tongue  of  the  people,  nor  the  charges  committed 
unto  them,  was  called  up  to  Rome,  and  there  excommunicated ;  who, 
•me  pope  then  appealing  from  the  pope,  shortly  after  departed,  A.n.  1253.  It 
wtthUM  chanced,  within  two  years  after  his  decease,  that  the  said  pope  Inno- 
or«t°f    cent  being  asleep,  a  certain  bishop,  apparelled  bishop-like,  appeared 
head,      unto  him,  and  striking  him  with  his  staff  on  the  left  side,  said, 


Urtwt- 
hc*d, 

UbmSb.  m  Surge  miser,  veni  in  judicium  :m  that  is,  "  Rise,  wretch !  and  come 
to  thy  judgment.'"  The  next  day,  the  pope  was  found  amazed,  as  a 
man  stricken  on  the  side  with  the  stroke  of  a  staff.  This  Robert, 
though  he  was  greatly  commended  for  his  sanctity,  and,  as  Cestrensis 
saith,  for  his  miracles,  yet  was  he  not  permitted  in  the  court  of  Rome 
to  be  inscribed  in  the  catalogue  of  saints.  And  thus  much  out  of 
Cestrensis  concerning  this  matter. 

Matthew  Paris,  and  the  author  of  Flores  Historiarum,  prosecuting 
this  story  more  at  large,  add  this  unto  it,  and  say,  that  pope  Innocent, 

A.D.1U4.  the  year  following  (which  was  a.d.  1254),  being  passing  angry, 
contrary  to  the  mind  of  his  brethren  the  cardinals,  would  have  the 
bones  of  this  bishop  of  Lincoln  cast  out  of  the  church,  and  purposed 
to  bring  him  into  such  spite  and  hatred  of  the  people,  that  he  should 
be  counted  an  ethnic,  a  rebel,  and  a  disobedient  person  throughout 

(I)  El  Matth  Pari*. 
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tlio  whole  world ;  and  thereupon  caused  he  his  letters  to  be  written 
and  sent  down  to  the  king  of  England,  knowing  that  the  king  would  Ul' 
gladly  serve  him  therein,  to  have  the  spoil  of  the  bishop  and  of  his  A.  D. 
church.    But,  in  the  night  following,  the  said  bishop  of  Lincoln  125*' 
appeared  unto  him  as  coming  in  his  pontificalibus,1  and  with  a  severe 
countenance,  stern  look,  and  terrible  voice,  speaking  unto  him  being 
in  his  rest,  and  smiting  him  on  the  side  with  a  vehement  stroke  with 
the  end  of  his  cross  staff,  thus  said,  "  O  thou  lazy,  bald,  wretched, 
doting  old  pope  !*  hast  thou  purposed  to  cast  my  bones  out  of  the 
church  to  the  shame  and  slander  of  me?    How  cometh  this  rash 
wilfulness  into  thy  head  ?    It  were  more  meet  for  thee,  being  thus  The 
advanced  by  God,  and  honoured,  to  make  much  of  the  zealous  in<j 
sen-ants  of  God,  although  departed.    The  Lord  will  not  sufFer  thee  SvmV 
henceforth  to  have  any  more  power  over  me.    I  have  written  unto  gjf 
thee  in  the  spirit  of  humility  and  love,  that  thou  shouldst  correct  thy  w»boP  of 
manifold  errors ;  but  thou,  with  a  proud  eye  and  disdainful  heart,  DC° 
hast  despised  my  wholesome  admonitions.     Woe  to  thee  that 
despisest,  shalt  not  thou  also  be  despised?"    And  so  the  bishop 
departing  from  the  pope,  stricken,  as  is  said,  on  the  side,  left  him  for 
half  dead,  and  so  lying  in  sorrow  and  lamentation.    Whereupon  his 
chamberlains  being  amazed,  hearing  these  things,  came  running  to 
the  pope  to  know  what  ailed  him.   To  whom  the  pope,  much  troubled 
and  vexed  in  his  spirit,  said,  that  great  terrors  in  his  sleep  vehemently 
disturbed  and  molested  him,  in  such  sort  that  he  thought  he  should 
never  recover  it,  nor  be  restored  to  himself  again.    "  Oh,"  said  he,  The  pope 
"  how  sore  is  my  side,  and  how  eagerly  it  vexeth  me,  as  being  run  JjTffiSi 
through  with  a  spear  !"  Neither  did  the  pope  eat  or  drink  all  that  mind, 
day,  but  feigning  himself  to  be  sick  of  a  burning  ague,  kept  in.  And 
yet  the  indignation  of  the  ireful  hand  of  God,  saitn  the  story,  so  left 
him  not.    For  after  these  wholesome  admonitions  given  to  him  by  God  s 
the  servant  of  God,  the  pope,  not  regarding  them,  but  all  set  upon  j£v™£ 
war,  the  suppression  of  his  enemies,  and  on  secular  affairs,  gave  his  innocent, 
mind  wholly  unto  them;  and  yet  all  his  labours,  counsels,  and 
expenses  bestowed  upon  them,  could  never  prosper  after  that  day,  in 
what  he  went  about ;  for  the  pope,  at  that  time,  having  war  with  the  The 
Apulians,  all  his  army,  fighting  under  the  pope's  nephew  as  their  Ema, 
captain,  were  slain  and  confounded  to  the  number  of  many  thousands ;  Si* S2- 
whose  lamentable  slaughter  all  the  country  of  the  Romans  did  much  foutid« '. 
bewail.    The  pope,  not  yet  quiet  in  his  mind,  dirccteth  his  journey 
towards  Naples,  although  sorely  vexed  in  his  side,  like  a  man  sick  of 
a  pleurisy,  or  smitten  rather  with  a  spear,  neither  could  any  physic 
of  his  cardinals  help  him.    For  Robert  of  Lincoln,  saith  the  story, 
did  not  spare  him ;  and  he  who  would  not  hear  him  gently  correcting 
him  being  alive,  did  feel  his  stripes  when  he  was  dead ;  so  that  he 
never  after  that  enjoyed  any  lucky  or  prosperous  day,  till  the  time  of 
his  death,  nor  yet  any  prosperous  or  quiet  night  until  the  morning. 
And  so  continued  he  until  his  death,  which  shortly  after  ensued,  he  Death 
being  at  Naples,  a.d.  1255,  or  as  Nicholas  Trivet  recordeth,  1254.  rnn^m 
And  thus  have  ye  the  whole  discourse  between  Robert  Grosthead  lv 
and  pope  Innocent. 

(1)  Ex  Matth  Paris.   Ex  Flor.  HUC 

(2)  As  our  author  jrWes  "  Scnlhalde  papa  miserrimc"  for  the  substance  of  this  speech,  a  leas 
than  appears  in  the  original,  is  here  rctaincd—En. 
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H*»r,      In  this  story  is  to  be  noted,  gentle  reader,  that  although  in 
"iL-  Cestrcnsis,  Matthew  Paris,  and  Florcs  Historiarutn,  it  is  expressly 
A.  D.  testified  and  reported,  that  the  pope  was  smitten  with  the  staff  of 
1255-  Robert,  the  aforesaid  bishop  of  Lincoln,  yet  thou  must  wisely  undcr- 
a  note    gtand ;  that,  howsoever  God's  hand  dealeth  here  in  this  world  in 
\nl'  the    punishing  his  enemies,  or  howsoever  the  images  of  things  not  seen 
SFSSd01  out  fantasied,  offer  themselves  to  the  secret  cogitation  of  man,  his 
men-      senses  being  asleep  (by  the  operation  or  permission  of  God  working 
after  some  spiritual  influence  in  our  imaginations),  certain  it  is,  that 
no  dead  man  materially  can  ever  arise  again  or  appear  before  the 
judgment-day,  to  any  man,  with  his  staff  or  without  his  staff,  to  work 
any  feat,  after  he  have  once  departed  this  life, 
nijwn-       After  the  death  of  this  Robert  Grosthead,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  there 
MrcciTiho  was  ?reat  dissension  between  Boniface,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
wch-     and  the  canons  of  the  said  church  of  Lincoln,  about  the  right  of 
caiu°ePr-°f  giving  prebendships,  and  about  the  revenues  of  the  said  church,  the 
gw»  mi*  bishop's  sec  being  then  vacant ;  which  right  and  power  the  archbishop 
SSn0*  claimed  to  himself,  but  the  canons  of  that  church,  maintaining  the 
contrary  side,  stood  against  him ;  and,  for  the  same,  were  excommu- 
nicated of  the  archbishop.    Among  whom,  one  Master  Wolf,  resisting 
the  archbishop  to  the  face,  in  the  name  of  all  the  other  canons,  made 
up  his  appeal  to  Rome,  where  much  money  on  both  sides  was  spent. 
At  length,  after  this  Grosthead,  Henry  Lcxinton  was  elected  to  the 
see  of  Lincoln. 

a  chad  About  this  time  the  wicked  Jews  at  Lincoln  had  cruelly  crucified, 
bn'tChcCd  wmPPea<i  ano"  tormented  a  certain  child,  named  Hugo,  of  nine  years 
jew.1  *t   of  age,  a.d.  1255,  in  the  month  of  August.1    At  length  the  child 


being  sought  and  found  by  the  mother,  being  cast  into  a  pit,  two  and 
thirty  of  those  abominable  Jews  were  put  to  execution.    Of  this 
a  chiw    Matthew  Paris  reciteth  a  long  story.    The  same  or  like  fact  was  also 
c'lcdb^  intended  by  the  Jews  at  Norwich,  twenty  years  before,  upon  a  certain 
and  kept  cm^»  whom  they  had  first  circumcised,  and  detained  a  whole  year  in 
»  whole   custody,  intending  to  crucify  him  ;  for  which  the  Jews  were  sent  up  to 
cr^ificd*  the  tower  of  London,  of  whom  eighteen  were  hanged,  and  the  rest 
JhcJewi  remained  long  in  prison.*    Of  this  wicked  Jewish  people  I  find  also, 
out  of     in  the  book  Florcs  Historiamm,  that  about  this  year  they  began  first 
France.   £q  be  eXpel]ed  out  of  France,  by  the  commandment  of  the  French 
king,  he  being  then  in  Palestine,  warring  against  the  Turks ;  on  the 
occasion  of  its  being  objected  by  the  Turk,  against  him  and  other 
christian  princes,  that  they  retained  the  Jews  among  them,  who  did 
crucify  our  Saviour,  and  warred  against  those  who  did  not  crucify 
him.'    Of  the  Jews  here,  moreover,  king  Henry  the  same  year 
exacted  to  be  given  unto  him  eight  thousand  marks,  on  pain  of 
hanging ;  who,  being  much  grieved  therewith,  and  complaining  that 
the  king  went  about  their  destruction,  desired  leave  to  be  given  them 
by  the  king,  that  they  might  depart  the  realm,  never  again  to  return. 
a?k°iearc       tne        committed  the  doing  of  that  matter  unto  earl  Richard, 
to  drpan  his  brother,  to  enforce  them  to  pay  the  money  whether  they  would 
of*Eng-   or  not.    Moreover  mention  is  made,  in  the  story  entitled  1  Eulo- 
tpum,'  of  the  Jews  at  Northampton,  who  had  among  themselves 

(1)  Ex  Gualt.  GUbura.  (2)  Ex  Nlch.  Trivet. 
(I)  Ex  Plor.  Hiftor.  Ex  Ccttreuti,  lib.  ril.  cap  34. 
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prepared  wildfire,  to  burn  the  city  of  London ;  for  which  divers  of  Henry 

them  were  taken,  and  burned  in  the  time  of  Lent,  in  the  said  town  1_ 

of  Northampton.  This  was  two  years  before,  or  about  a. d.  1253.  And  A.D. 
forasmuch  as  mention  here  is  made  of  the  Jews,  I  cannot  omit  1 2'}'K 
what  some  English  stories  write  of  a  certain  Jew,  who  not  long  after  JJj» 
this  time  (about  a.d.  1 257),  fell  into  a  privy  at  Tewkesbury  upon  a  North- 
sabbath  day  ;  who,  for  the  great  reverence  he  had  to  his  holy  sabbath,  tmfton- 
would  not  suffer  himself  to  be  plucked  out.    And  so  lord  Richard, 
carl  of  Gloucester,  bearing  thereof,  would  not  suffer  him  to  be  drawn 
out  on  Sunday  for  reverence  of  the  holy  day.    And  thus  the  wretched 
superstitious  Jew,  remaining  there  till  Monday,  was  found  dead. 

Further,  to  note  the  blind  superstition  of  that  time,  not  only  super- 
among  the  Jews,  but  also  among  the  Christians  ;  to  omit  divers  $£1™ 
other  stories,  as  of  Walter  Gray,  archbishop  of  York,  who  coming  jn 
up  to  the  parliament  at  London',  a.d.  1255,  with  inordinate  fasting  arch-"' 
did  so  overcharge  nature,  and  pined  himself,  and  (as  the  story  men-  \lr%*  0 
tioneth)  did  so  dry  up  his  brain,  that  he,  losing  thereby  all  appetite 
of  stomach,  going  to  Fulham,  there,  within  three  days,  died,  as  by 
the  compiler  of  Flores  Historiarum  is  both  storied  and  reprehended; 
let  this  only  be  added,  which,  by  the  aforenamed  author,  and  in  the 
same  year,  is  recorded  of  one  named  Peter  Chaceporce,  who,  dying 
in  France,  a.d.  1255,  left  by  bequest  in  his  testament  six  hundred  supewti- 
marks  for  lands  to  be  purchased  to  the  house  of  Merton,  for  God  to  ^llng 

l  i  .)  i  II _    u  r»  _  _   •          •  *   •  c.u:          v>  ..iv„,],,r 


be  served  there  perpetually,  "  Pro  anima  cius  et  omnium  fidelium  ; 
that  is,  "  For  his  soul's  health,  and  all  faithful  souls."    As  one  wh 


tiun  in 
keeking 
•alvntiun 

one  who 

would  say,  christian  faith  were  not  the  ordinary  means  sufficient  to 
salvation  of  faithful  souls,  without  the  choir  service  of  the  monks  of 
Merton. 

Ye  have  heard  it  often  complained  of  before,  how  the  usurped  The  j*>pe 
power  of  the  pope  hath  violently  and  presumptuously  encroached  fitto" 
upon  the  church  of  England,  in  giving  and  conferring  benefices  and  Jj*jf 
prebends  to  his  Italians  and  strangers,  to  the  great  damage  and  ruin 
of  Christ's  flock  in  manifold  ways.  This  violent  injury  and  oppression 
of  the  pope,  as  by  no  lawful  and  gentle  means  it  could  be  reformed, 
so,  by  occasion  and  means  inordinate,  about  this  time  it  began 
somewhat  to  be  bridled.    The  matter  whereof  was  this,  as  it  is  by 
the  collector  of  Flores  Historiarum  recited.  In  the  forty-fourth  year 
of  the  reign  of  this  king  Henry  III.,  the  bishop  of  London,  named 
Fulco,  had  given  a  certain  prebend  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul  to  one  The  tame 
Master  Rustand,  the  pope's  messenger  here  in  England;  who  entering  ESj? 
into  the  profession  of  tne  grey  friars,  and  shortly  after  dying  on  the  j^J^* 
other  side  of  the  sea,  the  pope  immediately  conferred  the  said  the  pope 
prebend  on  one  of  his  specials,  a  stranger,  as  was  the  other  before.  J["„K  £ 
About  the  same  instant  it  befel,  that  the  bishop  of  London  deceased,  ""'^0mc 
whereby  the  bishopric,  now  vacant,  fell  into  tne  king's  hands,  who,  different 
hearing  of  the  death  of  the  aforenamed  Rustand,  gave  the  said  pre-  p'r'0",■ 
bendship,  given  of  the  pope  before,  to  one  John  Crakchale,  his 
under-treasurer ;  who,  with  all  solemnity,  took  his  installation,  not 
knowing  as  yet  that  it  was  bestowed  by  the  pope  before.    Not  long 
after,  as  time  grew,  this  being  noised  at  Rome,  forthwith  cometh 
down  a  certain  proctor,  named  John  Gras,  with  the  pope's  cmbulled 
letters,  to  receive  the  collation  of  the  benefice,  by  his  commission 
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Hn>r%   procuratory  given  by  the  pope,  wherein  John  Crakehale  had 

 .  already  installed,  as  is  aforesaid,  by  the  king's  donation.  This 

A.  D.  matter  coming  in  traverse  before  Boniface,  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
1255,  he,  after  inquiring  and  searching  which  donation  was  the  first,  and 
T1'"  ■»  do  fin(nng  ^e  P°Pe  8  grant  to  be  the  former,  gave  sentence  with  him 
nation    against  the  king ;  so  that,  in  conclusion,  the  Roman  clerk  had  the 
&ror"thL  advantage  of  the  benefice,  although  the  other  had  long  enjoyed  the 
king  *,    possession  thereof  before.     Thus  the  pope's  man  being  preferred, 
and  the  Englishman  excluded,  after  the  party  had  been  invested  and 
stalled  after  the  use  and  manner,  he,  thinking  himself  to  be  in  sure 

Eossession  of  his  place,  attempted  with  the  rest  to  enter  the  chaptcr- 
ouse,  but  was  not  permitted  so  to  do ;  whereupon  the  pope's  clerk, 
giving  place  to  force  and  number,  went  to  the  archbishop  to  cora- 

Elain.     This  being  known,  certain  recluses  pursued  him;  and  he 
eing  so  compassed  about,  one  in  the  thickness  of  the  throng,  being 
{SSJL.  never  after  known,  suddenly  rushing  upon  him,  so  parcth  off  his  head, 
tafio     a  little  above  his  eyes,  that  he  fell  down  dead ;  the  same  also  was 
•xpk^min'  done  to  another  of  his  fellows  in  flying  away.    This  heinous  murder 
^yhe     being  famed  abroad,  strait  inquiry  thereof  was  made,  but  the  deed- 
doer  could  not  be  known ;  and  although  great  suspicion  was  laid 
upon  Crakehale,  the  king's  chaplain,  yet  no  proof  could  be  brought. 
But  most  men  thought  that  bloody  fact  to  be  done  by  certain 
ruffians  or  other  light  persons  about  tne  city  or  the  court ;  disdaining 

|>erhaps  that  the  Romans  were  so  enriched  with  Englishmen's  livings, 
>y  whom  neither  came  relief  to  any  Englishman,  nor  any  godly 
instruction  to  the  flock  of  Christ.    And,  therefore,  because  they  saw 
the  church  and  realm  of  England  in  such  subjection,  and  so  much  to 
be  trodden  down  by  the  Romans  and  the  pope's  messengers,  they 
thought  thereby  something  to  bridle,  as  with  a  snaffle,  the  pope  s 
messengers  from  their  intemperate  ranging  into  this  land.1 
It,  ,tory     Here,  by  the  way,  is  to  be  noted,  that  until  the  death  of  this 
******  aforesaid  Fulco,  bishop  of  London,  continucth  the  history  of  Mat- 
cia»cth.  thew  Paris,  monk  of  St.  Alban's,  which  was  to  the  year  of  grace 
1260.    The  residue  was  continued  by  another  monk  of  the  same 
house,  but  not  with  such  like  commendation,  worthy  to  make  any 
authentic  story  ;  as  1  have  seen  it  noted  in  a  written  book. 

It  were  too  curious  and  tedious  to  prosecute  in  order  what  hap- 
pened in  every  year,  through  this  king's  reign ;  as  how  it  was 
provided  by  the  ling,  that  whosoever  could  expend  fifteen  pounds 
from  land  by  the  year,  should  be  bound  to  find  the  king  a  soldier ; 
that  watch  should  be  kept  every  night  in  cities  ;  that  whosoever  was 
robbed,  or  otherwise  damnified  in  any  part  of  the  country,  he  that 
liad  the  custody  thereof  should  be  compelled  to  make  up  the  loss 
again,  or  else  to  pursue  the  malefactor.*  (a.d.  1253).  Item,  how 
the  king  making  his  voyage  into  Gascony,  his  expenses  were  reckoned 
to  amount  to  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  marks,  beside 
thirty  thousand  marks  bestowed  upon  his  brethren  by  the  mother's 
side,  and  besides  other  great  gifts  given  abroad.  By  reason  of  this, 
great  taxes,  and  tolonies,  and  tenths  were  required  of  his  subjects  ; 
especially  of  the  churchmen,  who,  being  wont  to  receive  tithes  of 
others,  now  were  constrained  to  give  tithes  to  the  laity.'  (a.d.  1254.) 

(1)  Ex  Ftaf.  Hut  i*)  Ibid.  (3)  Ibid 
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Item,  how  in  the  year  following,  the  Londoners,  offering  one  hundred  Htur, 

pounds  for  a  gift  to  the  king,  with  a  precious  cup  of  gold,  at  his  . — 

reiurn  out  of  France,  were  shortly  after  compelled  by  the  king  to 
pay  three  thousand  marks  for  the  escape  of  a  certain  prisoner,  being  —  — - 
a  clerk  condemned ;  which  clerk  being  granted  by  the  king  to  the 
bishop,  and  he  having  no  prison  sufficient  for  him,  borrowed  of  the 
Londoners  the  prison  of  Newgate,  to  have  him  kept  therein ;  who 
escaping,  there  was  demanded  of  them,  as  it  is  said,  this  recompense. 
(a.d.  1255.)    Item,  how  the  king,  greatly  complaining  of  his  debts 
the  same  year,  required  the  whole  tenths  which  should  be  gathered 
in  three  years,  to  be  taken  up  all  at  once ;  at  whose  request  the 
nobles  and  commons  agreed  to  strain  themselves,  so  that  the  charter 
of  their  liberties  and  customs  might  be  ratified,  and  fully  by  him 
confirmed ;  and  so  for  that  year  they  were.1    Item,  how  pope  Alex-  Pope 
ander  III.,  to  destroy  the  city  Michera,  with  king  Manfred,  the  son  alnu. 
of  Frederic  the  emperor,  sent  forth  the  same  year  Octavian,  his  ™kc,h 
cardinal,  with  a  puissant  army;  who,  coming  to  the  city  with  his 
siege,  through  the  counsel  of  Marchisius,  one  of  the  chief  captains, 
discharged  a  great  part  of  his  host,  whereby  the  most  of  the  pope's  The 
army  was  slain  and  destroyed ;  almost  all,  save  only  the  family  of 
Marchisius.8    a.d.  1255.  *Ui" 

Many  other  things  during  the  time  of  this  king  might  be  heaped  The  kin* 
together,  as  the  rising  of  Llewellyn,  king  of  Wales,  and  of  the  winn" 
Welshmen  against  Henry  III.,  and  wasting  the  land  unto  the  town  J£*'J?"g 
of  Chester,  who  destroyed  divers  of  the  English  horsemen  taken  in  J^"*- 
the  marsh  ;  with  whom  at  length  they  came  to  agreement  by  means  of 
Octobonus,  that  his  successors  should  only  be  called  princes  of  Wales, 
and  should  do  the  king  homage,  and  that  Henry  should  receive  of 
him  three  thousand  marks.    And  this  being  established  in  writing,  a.d.uj7 
was  confirmed  by  the  pope's  seal,  a.d.  1257.* 

About  the  same  time  such  famine  and  lack  of  victuals  oppressed 
the  land,  that  a  sommc*  of  corn  was  then  sold  for  six  and  twenty 
shillings ;  insomuch  that  the  poorer  sort  were  forced  to  eat  nettle- 
roots,  thistle-roots,  and  whatsoever  they  could  get.*  Some  authors, 
however,  refer  this  to  a.d.  1262. 

Hereunto,  moreover,  might  be  added,  how  pope  Alexander,  P°r* 
abusing  and  mocking  the  king's  simplicity,  made  him  believe  that  der,  to 
he  would  make  his  son  Edmund,  king  of  Apulia,  so  that  he  would  J^'th 
sustain  the  charges  and  cost  thereof,  to  maintain  the  war  which 
thereto  should  appertain  ;  whereby  the  king,  cast  in  a  sudden  hope,  hi.  Ml 
caused  his  son  incontinently  to  be  proclaimed  king  of  Apulia ;  and  J^'of 
upon  the  same  sent  up  to  the  pope  all  the  riches  he  could  well 
procure  in  his  realm.    And  thus  was  the  realm,  in  manifold  ways, 
miserably  impoverished  to  enrich  the  pope.*    About  this  season,  J^/' 
Richard,  earl  of  Exeter,  the  king's  brother,  was  made  king  ofjjjjj 
Almain  by  the  electors. 

Here  might  be  showed,  moreover,  and  added  to  the  stories  above, 
how  the  next  year  (a.d.  1259),  as  Nicholas  Trivet  writeth,  the  king 
entering  into  France,  required  the  restitution  of  such  lands  in  Nor- 
mandy and  Anjou  as  of  old  right  were  due  to  him,  and  wrongfully 

(II  Tx  Plor.  Htat.  (1)  Ex  Flar  HUt.et  M.vth.  Pwi».        (>)  Ex  Polychron.  17. 

(1)  A  beat'i  kMd.— En.       (J)  Ex  Authore  Eulo*ii.  («)  Ex  FTor.  Hist. 
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withholden  from  him.    But  the  French  king  again  alleged,  saying, 
that  the  country  of  Normandy,  in  old  time,  was  not  given  away  from 
A.D.  the  crown  of  France,  but  was  usurped,  and  by  force  extorted, 
1257>  by  Rollo,  &c.    In  conclusion,  the  king,  fearing  and  suspecting  the 
cwlfdit  hearts  °f  his  nobles*  and  looking  for  nothing  but  rebellion  at  home, 
durst  not  try  with  them,  but  was  compelled  to  agree  with  them  upon 


Kmi^  8Ucn  conditions  °f  peace  as  he  could  get ;  which  were  these :  that 
t  ton  of  the  he  should  have  of  the  French  king  thirteen  hundred  thousand  of 
ofNo"  Turin  pounds,  with  so  much  lands  besides,  as  came  to  the  value  of 
ami  An-  'wenty  thousand  pounds  in  yearly  rent ;  so  should  he  resign  fully 
jou.       and  purely,  into  the  hands  of  the  French  king,  all  such  lands  and 
possessions  as  he  had  in  France.    Whereby  the  king,  giving  over 
the  style  and  titles  which  he  had  in  those  parts,  ceased  the'n  to  be 
called  duke  of  Normandy,  or  earl  of  Anjou. 

Albeit  that  be  true  which  Gisburn  writeth,  that  the  king  afterward 
repenting  of  his  deed,  did  never  receive  the  money  all  his  life, 
neither  did  he  cease  during  his  life  to  entitle  himself  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy ;  but  after  him,  his  son  Edward  and  his  successors,  in  their 
style,  left  out  the  title  to  be  called  duke  of  Normandy.1 
conflict       Besides  many  other  matters  omitted,  here  I  overpass  also  the  sore 
!nhh  to"  and  vehement  conflict,  not  between  the  frogs  and  the  mice  of  which 
Northern  Homer  wr>tcth,  hut  the  mighty  pitched  field,  fought  a.d.  1259, 
Wci»h-    between  the  young  students  and  scholars  of  the  university  of  Oxford, 
ulesoulh-  having  no  other  occasion,  as  I  read  in  Matthew  Paris,  but  only  the 
atoxfoni.  diversity  of  the  country  where  they  were  born  ;  for  the  Northern 
men  joining  with  the  Welshmen,  to  try  their  manhood  against  the 
Southern,  fell  together  in  such  a  broil,  with  their  ensigns  and  warlike 
array,  that  in  conclusion  divers  on  both  sides  were  slain.  This  heavy 
and  bloody  conflict  during  and  increasing  among  them,  the  end  was 
this  :  that  the  Northern  lads  with  the  Welsh  had  the  victory.  After 
that  fury  and  fiery  fierceness  had  done  what  it  could,  the  victors 
bethinking  at  length  with  themselves,  partly  what  they  had  done, 
partly  how  it  would  be  taken  of  the  higher  powers,  and  fearing  due 
punishment  would  fall  upon  them,  especially  seeing  the  brother  of 
Llewellyn,  prince  of  Wales,  and  son  of  Griffin,  was  newly  dead  in 
prison  ;  drawing  their  counsel  and  helps  together,  they  offered  to 
king  Henry  four  thousand  marks,  to  Edward,  his  son,  three  hundred, 
and  to  the  queen  two  hundred,  to  be  released  of  their  trespass.  But 
the  king  answered  them  again,  that  he,  setting  more  price  on  the  life 
of  one  true  subject,  than  on  all  which  by  them  was  ofTered,  would  in 
no  wise  receive  their  money.    And  so  the  students  without  hope  of 
peace  went  home  with  small  triumph,  learning  what  the  common 
proverb  meaneth,  "  Dulce  belluro  inexpertis.  Notwithstanding, 
the  king  being  then  occupied  in  great  affairs  and  wars,  partly  with 
Llewellyn  and  the  Welshmen,  partly  inwrapped  with  discord  at 
home  with  his  nobles,  had  no  leisure  to  attend  to  the  correction  of 
variance  these  university  men.8  Likewise,  concerning  the  dissension  following 
ttoitu"  >n  the  next  year  (a.d.  1260)  in  the  university  of  Paris,  between  the 
the  frur»d  students  there  and  the  friars,  the  number  of  whom  then  did  so  much 
in  Paris,  increase,  that  the  commons  were  scarcely  able  to  sustain  them  with 
SwttaSk  ^ie""  a^ms-    Also,  between  the  universities  both  of  Oxford  and 

(I)  Ex  Gitburnenri.  (i)  Es  Matth  Parto. 
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Cambridge,  for  a  certain  prisoner  taken  out  of  prison  by  strength,  and 


brought  into  sanctuary  the  same  year,  as  is  testified  in  Matthew  -  

Paris,  (a.d.  1259.)    In  like  manner  touching  the  variance  between 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  chapter  of  Lincoln.    Again,  I25''. 
between  the  said  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  chapter  and  5oSw 
bishop  of  London ;  and  how  the  said  bishop  at  his  consecration 


vrould*  not  make  his  profession  to  the  archbishop  but  with  this  Between 
exception,  "  Salvis  jure  et  libertatc  ecclesiso  Londinensis,  qua?  pro  {Jj^jj- 
posse  meo  defendant  in  omnibus,""  Sec.1    All  which  wranglings  and  c*nier- 
dissensions,  with  innumerable  others  reigning  daily  in  the  church  in  the'eup- 
those  days,  if  I  had  leisure  enough  to  prosecute  them  as  I  find  them  ^nfLin" 
in  stories  remaining,  might  sufficiently  induce  us  to  understand  what  Between 
small  peace  and  agreement  were  then  joined  with  the  doctrine  and  {Jj,^ 
religion  of  those  days,  during  the  state  and  reign  of  Antichrist.  SS^m 
These,  with  many  such  other  matters,  which  here  might  be  dis-  the  ch^p- 
coursed  and  storied  at  large,  being  more  foreign  than  ecclesiastical,  ffi^hn 
for  brevity  I  do  purposely  contract  and  omit,  cutting  off  all  such  LitUe 
superfluities  as  may  seem  more  curious  to  write  upon,  than  necessary 
to  be  known.  church 

This  that  followeth,  concerning  the  pitiful  and  turbulent  com-  nutoriet 
motion  between  the  king  and  the  nobles,  which  lasted  along  season; 
because  it  is  lamentable  and  containeth  much  fruitful  example  both  mvl* 
for  princes  and  subjects  to  behold  and  look  upon,  to  see  what 
mischief  and  inconvenience  groweth  in  commonweals,  where  study  of 
mutual  concord  lackcth,  that  is,  where  the  prince  rcgardcth  not  the 
offending  of  his  subjects,  and  where  the  subjects  forget  the  office  of 
christian  patience  in  suffering  their  prince's  injuries  by  God's  wrath 
inflicted  for  their  sins  :  therefore,  in  explaining  the  order  and  story 
thereof,  I  thought  it  not  unprofitable  to  occupy  the  reader  with  a 
little  more  tarriance  in  perusing  the  full  discourse  of  this  so  lament- 
able a  matter,  and  so  pernicious  to  the  public  weal. 

And  first,  to  declare  the  occasions  and  first  beginning  of  this 
tumult,  here  is  to  be  understood,  that  which  before  was  signified,  ^™0mn 
how  king  Henrv  married  with  Elenor,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Pro-  J?1*?11 
vence,  a  stranger,  which  was  about  a.d.  1284;  whereupon  a  great  »nd  hu 
door  was  opened  for  strangers,  not  only  to  enter  the  land,  but  also  to  n 
replenish  the  court,  to  whom  the  king  seemed  more  to  incline  his 
favour,  advancing  them  to  more  preferment  than  his  own  natural 
English  lords  ;  which  thing  to  them  was  no  little  grievance.  More- 
over, before  was  declared  how  the  king,  bv  Isabel,  his  mother,  who 
was  a  stranger,  had  divers  brethren,  whom  ne  nourished  up  with  great 
livings  and  possessions,  and  large  pensions  of  money ;  which  was 
another  heart-sore  to  divers,  and  also  an  hindrance.  Over  and  besides 
hath  also  been  declared,  what  unreasonable  collections  of  money  from 
time  to  time,  as  quindecims,  subsidies,  tenths,  amercements,  fines, 
payments,  loans,  and  taxes,  have  been  levied  by  the  king,  as  well  on 
the  spirituality,  as  on  the  lay  sort,  partly  for  maintaining  the  king's 
wars  against  Wales,  Scotland,  and  France,  and  to  recover  Nor- 
mandy; partly  for  helping  the  king's  debts,  voyages,  and  other 
expenses;  partly  for  the  kingdom  of  Apulia,  which  was  promised 
the  king's  son  by  the  pope ;  partly  for  moneying  and  supporting  the 

(1 )  Flor.  Hiit. 
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n<*ni  pope  in  his  wars  against  the  emperor :  by  reason  of  all  which  sundry 

 ■ —  and  importable  collections,  the  commonwealth  of  the  realm  was 

A.  D.  utterly  excoriated,  to  the  great  impoverishment  of  poor  Englishmen  ; 
— _ _  neither  did  it  a  little  vex  the  people,  to  see  the  king  call  in  so  many 
legates  from  Rome  every  year,  who  did  nothing  else  but  transport 
the  English  money  unto  the  pope's  coffers.  Besides  all  this,  what 
variance  and  altercation  have  been  between  the  king  and  his  subjects 
about  the  liberties  of  Magna  Charta  and  De  Foresta,  granted  by 
king  John,  and  after  confirmed  by  this  king,  in  the  former  council 
holdcn  at  Oxford,  hath  been  before  declared. 

Perhaps  this  also  might  be  some  cause,  namely,  that  the  king,  con- 
sidering and  bearing  in  mind  the  old  injuries  done  by  the  lords  and 
barons  to  his  father  king  John  before  him, did  bear  some  grudge  on  that 
account,  or  some  privy  hatred  to  the  nobility,  to  revenge  his  father  s 
quarrel ;  but  of  things  uncertain  I  have  nothing  certainly  to  affirm. 
This  is  certain  by  truth  of  history,  that  the  year  next  ensuing  (a.d. 
A.D.I2M.  1260),  thus  writcth  Nicholas  Trivet:  That  the  king's  justices,  called 
Itinerarii,  being  sent  thither  to  execute  their  office,  were  from  thence 
repelled  :  the  cause  being  alleged,  that  they  were  against  the  king  in 
proceeding  and  enterprising  against  the  form  of  the  provisions  enacted 
and  established  a  little  before  at  Oxford. 

♦'In  this  year  it  pleased  the  king,  after  suit  to  him  made,  to  license 
a  university  or  academical  school  to  be  planted  in  the  town  of  North- 
ampton ;  and  of  a  special  favour  which  he  pretended  to  bear  (and 
like  enough  did  indeed)  unto  the. scholars  that  went  there  to  scat 
themselves,  and  to  prosecute  the  exercises  of  studies,  he  wrote  his 
letters  mandatory  unto  the  chief  officers  and  others  of  the  said 
borough  in  the  said  students'  behalf ;  the  tenor  whereof  followeth 
agreeing  with  the  record : 

The  King's  Letter  to  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  others  the  Inhabitants 
of  Northampton,  in  the  behalf  of  certain  Scholars  minded  to  plaut 
themselves  there,  as  in  a  University.2 

The  king  to  his  beloved  and  trusty  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  other  honest 
men,  his  subjects  of  Northampton,  greeting:  Whereas  certain  masters  and 
other  scholars  do  purpose  to  tarry  in  your  town  corporate,  there  to  exercise 
scholarly  discipline,  as  we  hear  :  we,  hereupon,  regarding  the  service  of  God, 
and  the  great  profit  of  our  kingdom,  taking  in  good  part  the  coming  thither  of 
the  said  scholars,  and  liking  well  their  abode  there,  do  will  and  grant  that  the 
said  scholars,  in  the  said  town  corporate,  under  our  protection  and  defence,  do 
safely  and  securely  abide,  and  there  exercise  and  do  such  things,  as  to  such 
scholars  shall  belong.  And  therefore  we  command  you  and  straitly  charge  you, 
that  when  the  said  scholars  shall  come  unto  you,  to  tarn*  in  your  said  corporate 
town,  you  receive  them  courteously,  and  as  becometh  the  state  of  scholars  use 
them,  not  doing  or  suffering  to  be  done  unto  them  any  impediment,  molestation, 
or  grievance.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to 
be  made.  Witness  the  king,  at  Windsor,  the  first  day  of  February,  in  the  five 
and  fortieth  year  of  his  reign.* 


Strang.  It  lu-fel,  moreover,  in  the  same  year,  above  other  limes,  as  Walter 
ttJ*"11   Hemingford  writeth,  that  a  great  number  of  aliens  coming  out  of 

(I)  Tills  passage  in  asterisks  U  not  in  the  Edition!  published  prerioua  to  the  year 
(!)  "  Res  dflectis  et  fidelibus  suis  roajuri,  ballivls.et  csetcris  probU  hominibusauist 
ton,  salutem.   Cum  qui  dam  magistri  et  alii  scholare*  proponant,"  tc  —  Turria  Loud. 
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France  and  other  provinces,  resorted  to  England,  and  had  here  the 
doing  of  all  the  principal  matters  of  the  realm  under  the  king.1  Unto 


them  the  rewards  and  reliefs,  and  other  emoluments  of  the  land,  did  A.  D. 
most  chiefly  redound;  which  thing  to  see,  did  not  a  little  trouble  and  12r>0, 
vex  the  nobility  and  baronage  of  England,  insomuch  that  Simon  JJJJJJta 
Mountfort,  earl  of  Leicester,  offering  to  stand  to  death  for  the  liberties  under  the 
and  wealth  of  the  realm,  conferred  together  with  other  lords  and  barons  iwn> 
upon  the  matter ;  who,  then  coming  to  the  king  after  an  humble  sort  j^"'^',^8 
of  petition,  declared  to  him  how  all  the  doings  of  his  realm,  and  his  «**  kin8- 
own  affairs,  were  altogether  disposed  by  the  hands,  and  after  the  wills 
of  strangers,  neither  profitable  unto  him,  nor  to  the  weal-public,  foras- 
much as  his  treasures  being  wasted  and  consumed,  he  was  in  great 
debt,  neither  was  able  to  satisfy  the  provision  of  his  own  house,  but 
was  driven  to  tally  for  his  own  cates,  to  the  no  small  dishonour  of 
his  own  state.    "  And  now,  therefore,1"  said  they,  "  please  your 
highness  to  be  informed  by  our  advice,  and  to  commit  your  house 
to  the  guiding  and  government  of  your  own  faithful  and  natural 
subjects,  and  we  will  take  upon  us  to  discharge  your  whole  debt 
within  one  year,  of  our  own  proper  goods  and  revenues,  so  that  we, 
within  five  years,  may  clear  ourselves  again.  Neither  will  we  diminish 
your  family,  but  rather  increase  it  with  a  much  greater  retinue  ;  pro- 
viding so  for  the  safety,  and  seeing  to  the  custody,  of  your  royal 
person,  as  your  highness  shall  find  and  understand  our  diligence  most 
trusty  and  faithful  unto  you  in  the  end." 

To  these  words,  so  lovingly  declared,  so  humbly  pretended,  so  The  king 
heartily  and  freely  offered,  the  king  as  willingly  condescended,  jjylf* 
assinging  to  them  both  day  and  place  where  to  confer  and  to  deli-  Iw<u- 
berate  further  upon  the  matter,  which  should  be  at  Oxford,  the 
fifteenth  day  after  Easter.    On  that  day,  and  at  that  place,  all  the  A  parj|a_ 
states  and  lords,  with  the  bishops  of  the  realm,  were  summoned  to 
appear  in  the  said  town  of  Oxford,  on  behalf  of  the  king  and  the 
rt-alm  conventcd  together;  where,  first  of  the  king  himself,  then  of  p^j. 
the  lords,  an  oath  was  taken,  that  what  decrees  or  laws  in  the  said  ™on• 01 
assembly  should  be  provided  to  his  profit  of  the  king  and  of  the  m»de 
realm,  the  same  universally  should  be  kept  and  observed  to  the there- 
honour  of  God,  the  utility  of  his  church,  and  the  wealth  of  the 
realm.    Besides  these  lords  and  the  king,  were  also  nine  bishops,  The  king 
who  swearing  to  the  same,  did  excommunicate  all  such  as  should  ^J;'" ,h 
gainstand  the  said  provisions  there  made ;   the  king,  holding  a them- 
burning  taper  in  his  hand,  and  the  lords  openly  protesting  to  rise 
with  all  their  force  against  all  them  that  should  stand  against  the 
same. 

There  were  at  that  time  in  the  realm  four  brethren  of  the  king^s  The 
(the  most  of  them  by  the  mother  s  side)  who  would  in  no  case  agree  kiR*'* 


brethren 

hereunto,  but  in  anger  departed  privily  unto  Winchester.    The  ^'^d 
nobles  hearing  thereof,  in  all  speedy  wise  pursued  them,  fearing  lest  provi- 
thev  should  take  the  city  of  Winchester,  and  forcibly  keep  the  same. " 
Wherefore  the  lords  preventing  their  purpose,  and  seeing  them  stiffly 
to  persist  in  their  stubborn  sentence,  wrought  no  other  violence 
against  them,  but,  returning  to  Oxford,  prescribed  to  them  these 
conditions :  That  they,  departing  the  realm,  should  repair  to  their 

(I)  Ex  Gualt.  et  GUbuxn. 
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unp  own  lands  and  possessions,  which  they  had  beyond  the  sea;  and  that 

 forthwith  they  should  put  this  injunction  in  execution.  Notwith- 

A.  D.  standing  that  the  king  made  for  them  great  intercession,  yet  it  took 
*26u-  no  place.  And  because  this  should  seem  to  proceed  of  no  special 
displeasure  against  them,  they  enacted,  moreover,  that  all  strangers 
and  aliens,  of  what  state  or  condition  soever,  should  forthwith  void 
the  realm  on  pain  of  death.  Divers  other  provisions  at  the  same 
time  were  ordained  and  established  ;  that  if  any  did  hold  of  the  king 
in  whole  or  in  part,  and  should  chance  to  depart,  his  heir  being  under 
age,  the  wardsliip  of  him  should  belong  to  the  king,  as  hath  partly 
before  been  specified. 

God  pint     Moreover,  it  was  there  decreed,  that  the  wool  of  England  should  be  wrought 
m»y       on'v  w^hin  the  realm,  neither  should  it  be  transported  out  to  strangers.* 
take  place     hem,  That  no  man  should  wear  any  cloth,  but  which  was  wrought  and  made 
again.      within  the  realm. 

And  thii,     Item,  That  garments  too  sumptuous  should  not  be  brought  in  or  worn, 
wcahh  of     Zbmt  That  all  excessive  and  prodigal  expenses,  wasted  upon  pleasure  and 
the  realm,  superfluity,  should  be  eschewed  by  all  persons. 

Dfrrenh  Many  other  laws  and  decrees,  saith  the  author,  in  this  assembly 
ci"poT-un"  were  ordained,  wherein  they  continued  the  space  of  fifteen  days;  and 
tuued-  many  of  them  were  poisoned,  of  whom  was  the  abbot  of  Westminster, 
a  man  in  that  order  much  commended.  Also  William,  brother  to 
the  earl  of  Gloucester :  also  the  carl  himself,  being  poisoned,  hardly 
escaped  with  his  life,  his  hair  and  nails  falling  off  his  bod v  ;  whereof 
the  author  not  long  after  was  taken,  and  duly  executed  at  Winchester. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  nobles  considering  those  dangers  and  jeopar- 
dies, were  constrained  to  break  off  for  that  time,  appointing  the 
fourteenth  day  of  October  next  following  to  convent  together  at 
London  with  weapon  and  harness,  to  prosecute  and  finish  the  residue 
that  was  in  the  said  council  to  be  concluded.  All  which,  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed,  was  fully  accomplished,  and  the  acts 
thereof  in  order  of  writing  promulgated,  and  so  committed  to 
execution. 

The  kin*     After  the  promulgation  whereof,  many  things  therein  displeased  the 
SftSt     king,  and  it  oegan  to  repent  him  of  his  oath.    But  because  he  could 
wUb-      not  at  that  present  otherwise  choose,  he  dissembled  for  a  season. 
a.d.imi.  Thus,  time  passing  on,  within  a  year  following  (a.d.  12G1),  the 
king  seeing  himself  more  and  more  to  grow  in  debt,  and  not  to  be 
relieved  according  to  promise  made,  but  especially  being  edged,  as 
may  be  thought  by  his  brethren,  taking  it  to  stomach,  sent  up  to  the 
pope,  both  for  him  and  his  son  Edward  to  be  released  of  their  oath 
suethto  made  before  at  Oxford.    The  benefit  of  which  absolution  being 
tore'iene  easily  obtained,  or  rather  bought  at  the  pope's  hand,  the  king, 
MsgatS?  stePP'n£  back  fr°m       that  was  before  concluded,  callcth  another 
AWhi-  parliament  at  Oxford,  where  he,  before  the  lords  and  nobles,  declared 
•bu»ed.    now  in  the  late  council  of  Oxford  they  had  agreed  among  themselves 
for  the  common  utility  of  the  realm  and  of  the  king,  as  they  pre- 
tended, for  the  increasing  of  his  treasure,  and  his  debt  to  be  dimi- 
nished ;  and  thereupon  bound  themselves  with  an  oath,  causing  also 
himself  and  his  son  Edward  to  be  bound  unto  the  same.    But  now, 

(1)  Ex  HUt  Gualt  OUbumensb. 
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by  experience  proving  and  trying  the  matter  to  be  otherwise  than  n*mi 
their  promise  was,  and  that  they,  contrary  to  their  covenant  made, 


sought  not  so  much  the  profit  of  him  and  of  the  realm,  as  their  own,  A.D. 
taking  him  not  as  their  lord,  but  going  about  to  bring  him  under  1261- 
their  subjection  as  an  underling ;  and  for  that,  moreover,  his  treasure 
greatly  decreasing,  his  debts  increased,  and  his  princely  liberality  was 
cut  short  and  trodden  under  foot :  they  should  not  marvel  therefore, 
if  he  henceforth  would  be  no  more  ruled  by  their  counsel,  but  would 
provide  himself  with  some  other  remedy,  such  as  he  might.  And 
moreover,  as  touching  the  oath  wherewith  he  and  his  son  stood  bound 
unto  them,  he  had  sent  already  to  Rome,  and  had  obtained  abso- 
lution and  dispensation  of  the  same,  both  for  him  and  his  son  Edward, 
and  for  all  others  that  would  take  his  part.  And  therefore  he  required 
of  them  to  be  restored  again  to  that  state  and  condition  he  had 
enjoyed  in  times  past. 

To  this  again  gave  answer  the  state  of  nobility  on  the  other  side,  Further 
being  in  the  same  place  present ;  in  the  number  of  whom  was  Simon  SwbSim 
Montfort,  carl  of  Leicester,  Ricliard  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucester,  Hum- 
phrcy  Ronne,  carl  Fcrrcnce,  with  a  great  number  of  barons,  as  lord 
John  Fitz-John,  lord  Hastings,  lord  Geffery  Lucy,  lord  John  Vescy, 
lord  William  Scgrave,  Hugh  Spencer,  lord  Robert  Vespoint,  with 
divers  and  many  more  ;  whose  answer  to  the  king  again  was  this  : 
That  the  provisions  made  at  the  council  of  Oxford,  whereunto  they 
were  sworn,  they  would  hold,  defend,  and  maintain  to  their  lives'  end ; 
forasmuch  as  they  did  sound,  and  also  were  agreed  upon,  both  to 
the  honour  of  God,  to  the  profit  of  the  prince,  and  the  stable  wealth 
of  the  realm.    And  thus  on  both  sides  discording  amongst  themselves, 
they  would  so  have  departed,  had  not  certain  of  the  bishops,  coming 
between  both,  laboured  to  make  up  the  matter.     By  whose  means  contro- 
(saith  Gisburn),  and  procurement,  the  determination  of  the  cause  was  tweVn  u>'c 
brought  in  compromise,  and  referred  to  Louis,  the  French  king,  to  ^jySt 
judge  betwixt  them,  who,  hearing  both  the  allegations  (saith  he),  like  compro- 
no  equal  judge  but  a  partial  friend,  inclined  wholly  and  fully  to  the  m,ml' 
king's  sentence,  and  condemned  the  nobles.  But  the  author  of  Flores 
Historiarum  saith,  that  by  the  mediation  of  certain  discreet  men,  two 
were  chosen,  one  for  one  side,  the  other  for  the  Other,  to  whom  a 
third  also  was  annexed,  who  hearing,  as  well  what  was  brought  of  the 
king's  part,  as  also  what  was  answered  of  the  other,  should  define 
between  them  both ;  and  so  peace  was  between  them  concluded  till 
the  coming  of  Edward.    All  this  while  the  pope's  absolution  for  the 
king,  although  it  was  granted  and  obtained  at  Rome,  yet  was  it  not 
brought  down  in  solemn  writing,  neither  was  prince  Edward  as  yet 
returned  out  of  France  into  England. 

At  length,  the  writing  of  the  king's  absolution  being  brought  from  The  poj* 
Rome,  the  king  soon  commanded  the  same  to  be  published  through-  oi«  kiri* 
out  the  realm,  and  sendeth  to  the  French  king  and  other  strangers  u 
for  help;  moreover,  he  seizcth  all  his  castles  into  his  own  hand, 
rejecting  the  counsel  of  the  lords,  to  whose  custody  they  were  before 
committed  ;  also  removing  the  former  officers,  as  the  justices  and  the 
cluincellor,  with  others  placed  before  by  the  lords,  he  appointed  new 
in  their  stead. 

To  this  aforesaid  absolution  procured  from  Rome  for  the  king  and 
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Henri  his  son,  Edward,  returning  out  of  France  at  that  time,  did  not  give 
his  consent,  but  held  with  the  lords  ;  who  then  putting  themselves 


A.D.  in  arms,  with  a  great  power  repaired  to  London,  keeping  there  in 
the  suburbs  and  places  about,  while  the  king  kept  within  the  tower, 
causing  the  city  gates  to  be  watched  and  locked,  and  all  within  the 
said  city,  being  above  the  age  of  twelve  years,  to  be  sworn  unto  him. 
But,  at  length,  through  the  means  of  certain  coming  between,  this 
tumultuous  perturbation  being  somewhat  appeased,  at  least  some 
hope  of  peace  appeared ;  so  that  the  matter  was  taken  up  for  that 
wir*ed  time  without  war  or  bloodshed.  Notwithstanding,  some  false  pre- 
tensed  dissemblers  there  were,  who  secretly  disclosing  all  the  counsels 
and  doings  of  the  lords  unto  the  king,  did  all  they  could  to  hinder 
concord,  and  to  kindle  debate ;  by  the  means  of  whom  the  purpose 
of  the  lords  came  not  to  so  good  effect,  as  otherwise  it  might.1 

*aIn  this  year  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  his  suffragans 
(after  their  wonted  manner),  standing  against  the  king,  had  made 
their  appeal  to  Rome :  whereupon  the  king  was  fain  to  answer  by 
ordi  proxy,  as  appeareth  bv  this  brief  note,  drawn  out  of  record : — "  Rex 
"nT**  constituit  Jonanncm  tfcmingford  procuratorem  mum  in  causa  appella- 
coun'cli'at  t-01"8!11  &c«  "  The  king  hath  appointed  and  made  John  Heming- 
uundoo  ford  his  proctor  in  a  cause  of  appeal  which  is  moved  in  the  court  of 
th*wnVt  Rome,  between  the  king  on  the  one  part,  and  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  with  his  suffragans  on  the  other,  about  certain  ordinances, 
constitutions,  and  decrees  lately  in  a  council  provincial  at  London  by 
them  published,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king's  right,  his  dignity 
royal,  the  liberties,  laws,  and  customs  of  his  kingdom."* 

This  matter  no  doubt  was  laboured  very  diligently  by  the  said 
John  Hemingford,  who  was  to  that  end  authorized  by  the  king  to  make 
his  abode  at  Rome,  during  the  time  that  any  manner  of  process  was 
held  and  maintained  against  him  to  the  impeaching  of  his  royalty ; 
whereof  the  king  had  a  special  regard,  perceiving  the  waywardness  of 
his  own  clergy,  or  rather  rebelliousness  in  daring  to  decree  and  ordain 
laws  against  him,  and  therefore  he  was  the  more  careful  to  have  all 
matters  depending  in  the  court  of  Rome  concerning  him  and  his  to 
be  earnestly  followed,  insomuch  that  he  joined  to  the  aforesaid 
Hemingford,  in  the  charge  of  procuration,  one  Roger  Lovel :  unto 
which  two,  residing  at  Rome,  the  king  sent  his  letters,  charging  them 
so  to  manage  his  affairs,  as  that  nothing  might  pass  to  the  derogation 
of  his  royal  title.  The  copy  of  the  said  letter  followeth,  agreeing 
with  the  prototype  or  original. 

A  Letter  of  the  King  sent  to  his  Proctors  at  Rome,  concerning 


a  Case  of  his  in  the  said  Court  depend 


ing.4 


Am!n»t  The  king  to  Master  John  of  Hemingford,  and  Roger  Lovel,  his  proctors, 

the  pro-  pleading  in  the  court  of  Rome,  greeting:  Forasmuch  as  upon  you,  our  trust}* 

lu  the  and  vowed  servants,  the  defence  of  our  right  and  honour  doth  lie ;  and,  as  we 

court  of  hear,  certain  of  our  realm,  pleading  in  the  court  of  Rome,  do  move  divers 

unding  matters  to  the  prejudice  of  our  right  and  honour,  presuming  and  intending  to 

to  the  prevail  against  us,  we  command  you,  and  straitly  charge  you,  that  on  our 

hurt  and  behalf  you  straitly  forbid  all  and  every  of  them,  that  they  presume  not  any 

of  "the  further  to  undertake  such  tilings  as  tend  to  the  hurt  of  our  majesty,  and  the 

(I)  Ex  Flor.  Hist  (J)  In  no  Edition  beforethst  of  I59fi— Ed.  (»)  Ex  Flar.  HUt 

(4)  "  RexmagbtrU  Johsnnlde  HcminRford,  ct  Kofprro  Lovel  procur»toribot«ui»,  in  i 
,  Mlutera,  etc.  Cum  vobU  Uoquaw  fidelltm*  nosttit,  etc.— Turrii  T 
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derogation  of  our  honour,  but  wholly  forbear  so  to  do,  aa  they  will  avoid  our  Umrg 
indignation,  and  the  peril  of  them  and  theirs.    This  inhibition  also  we  will  (by  IlL 
you  all  and  every  of  you,  as  often  as  you  shall  see  needful),  to  be  made  known,    ^  jj 
and,  thereupon,  by  you  or  some  of  you  to  be  certified  of  the  contemners  of  the  j^go 

«ame.   Witness  the  king  at  Westminster,  the  six-and-twentieth  of  March,  in  ■  

the  six-and-fortieth  year  of  his  reign."» 

In  this  present  year  also  (as  affirmeth  the  forenamed  author)  it  Bi.hop. 
was  rumoured  abroad  that  all  the  bishops  of  England  went  about  to  Jjjj  to 
recover,  out  of  the  hands  of  religious  men,  all  such  churches  and 
benefices,  as  were  to  them  impropriated  or  appropriated ; 1  and  that  m» 
they,  for  the  expedition  of  the  same,  had  sent  up  to  Rome  both  K~J 
messengers  and  money,  nothing  misdoubting  to  obtain  their  purpose.  P»™> 
But,  as  little  good  fruit  in  those  days  used  to  spring  out  of  tliat  see, 
so  I  do  not  find  that  godly  suit  and  labour  of  the  bishops  to  take 
any  fruitful  effect. 

The  same  year  died  pope  Alexander,  after  whom  succeeded  pope  A.n.ijf.». 
Urban  IV.  Of  this  Urban  the  king  also  obtained  (or  rather  revived) 
a  new  rcleasement  from  his  oath  made  to  the  provisions  and  statutes 
of  Oxford  ;  which  being  granted,  he  commandeth  incontinently  all  the 
aforesaid  laws  and  provisions  throughout  England  to  be  dissolved 
and  broken.*  This  done,  the  king,  with  the  queen,  taketh  his  voyage 
into  France,  where  he  fell  int*  great  infirmity  of  sickness,  and  the 
most  part  of  his  family  were  taken  with  the  quartan  fever,  of  which 
many  died ;  in  the  number  of  whom,  was  Richard,  the  worthy  earl 
of  Gloucester  and  Hereford,  after  whom  succeeded  Gilbert  Clare, 
his  son. 

The  Welshmen  this  year  (a.  d.  1262),  breaking  into  the  borders  The 
of  England,  did  much  annoyance  in  the  lands  of  Roger  lord  Morti-  JXJjf 
mer,  but  mightily  again  by  him  were  expelled,  not  without  great  ™f0};^lf 
slaughter  of  the  invaders.    About  which  time,  the  king,  through  oxford 
some  discreet  counsel  about  him,  inclined  to  peace  and  concord  with 
his  nobles,  granting,  of  his  mere  voluntary  will,  the  constitutions  and  ^'^e 
provisions  of  Oxford  to  take  place  in  the  realm,  directing  his  com- 
mandment to  every  shire.    Albeit  the  realm  yet  was  not  altogether 
pacified  for  all  that. 

In  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  the  king's  palace  at  Westminster  Palace  at 
was  burnt,  and  for  the  most  part  was  all  consumed  with  fire,  which  *"Zu>l 
seemed  to  many  an  evil  prognostication  against  the  king.*  w,th  flfc- 

In  some  English  chronicles  it  is  also  recorded,  that  the  same  year  u.ury 
five  hundred  Jews  at  London  were  slain  for  taking  usury  more  than  *>unUhed- 
two  pence  a  week  for  twenty  shillings,  being  before  forbidden  by  the 
king  to  take  above  that  rate  by  the  week. 

After  this  (a.  d.  1263)  the  barons  of  England,  confederating  a.d.ijbs. 
themselves  together  for  maintaining  the  statutes  and  laws  of  Oxford,  The 
and  partly  moved  with  old  grudge  conceived  against  the  strangers  ™„  ttp 
(maintained  by  the  king  and  the  queen,  and  Edward  their  son,  in  the  *f»in»t 
realm  of  England),  joined  powers  in  all  forcible  wise,  and  first  invaded  J^™*™- 
the  said  strangers,  namely,  those  who  were  about  the  king.    Their  the  ci.m- 
goods  and  manors  they  wasted  and  spoiled,  whether  they  were  per-  5JS2tau 
sons  ecclesiastical  or  temporal ;  among  whom,  besides  others,  was 

(1)  Sx  Flor.  HUtoriarum. 

(I)  A  new  release  f  the  klng'a oath  from  Rome,  with  this  epitaph :  "  Hk pudor  HypoliU.  PartJi* 
arena,  aenitu  Ulyaila ,  JHaem  pictoa,  HecturU  ha  jacet." 
(S)  Ex  Flor.  Iliat. 
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Knp  Peter,  a  Burgundian  (bisliop  of  Hereford,  a  rich  prelate),  with  all  Lis 

  treasure  apprehended  and  spoiled :  also  his  countrymen,  whom  he 

A.  D.  }md  placed  to  be  canons  of  the  same  church.    With  like  order  of 
handling,  other  aliens  also,  to  whom  had  been  committed  the  custody 


Bur^  °^  ^'vers  cities,  08  Gloucester,  Worcester,  and  Bridgenorth,  were 
.i.m.  a    spoiled,  imprisoned,  and  sent  away.    Briefly,  whosoever  he  was  in 
"»Ch  E"s"  all  the  land  that  could  not  utter  the  English  tongue,  was  of  every 
bishop,    rascal  disdained,  and  happy  if  he  might  so  escape ;  by  reason  whereof 
it  so  came  to  pass,  that  a  great  number  as  well  of  other  foreigners, 
as  especially  religious  men,  and  rich  priests  (who  here  had  gathered 
much  substance)  were  urged  to  that  extremity,  that  they  were  glad 
John      to  flee  the  land ;  in  tho  catalogue  of  whom  was  one  most  principal, 
»  rici"'cl  named  John  Maunsel,  a  priest  notoriously  grown  in  riches  and  trea- 


sures not  to  be  told,  having  in  his  lxand  so  many  and  rich  benefices, 
that  hardly  any  bishop  of  this  realm  might  compare  with  him  in 
riches.     This  priest,  notwithstanding  he  kept  with  the  king  at 
London,  vet  was  compelled  privily  to  avoid  the  realm,  and  was  pur- 
sued by  Henry,  the  son  of  Richard,  king  of  Almain.    Certain  other 
strangers  there  were,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  more,  who, 
having  the  castle  at  Windsor,  there  immured  and  entrenched  them- 
selves, to  whom  at  length,  prince  Edward  also  joined  himself, 
rhe  kinS     In  the  mean  time  while  this  stir  was  abroad,  the  king  keeping  then 
^^!th    in  the  Tower,  and  seeing  the  greatest  part  of  his  nobles  and  commons 
n«'>biV!*h<r  w'*n  *ftc  Londoners  to  be  set  against  him,  agreed  to  the  peace  of  the 
barons,  and  was  contented  to  assent  again  to  the  ordinances  and  pro- 
Thc       visions  of  Oxford ;  albeit  the  queen,  by  all  means  possible,  went 
qu«-n  a  about  t0  pcrsUadc  the  king  not  to  assent  thereto ;  who,  as  it  seemed, 
this""'  was  a  fF*^  wor^cr  m  kindling  this  fire  of  discord  between  the  king 
bate.      and  the  barons :  insomuch,  that  when  the  said  queen  Elenor  should 
pass  by  barge  from  the  Tower  to  Windsor,  the  Londoners  standing 
upon  the  bridge,  with  their  exclamations,  cursing  and  throwing  of 
stones  and  dirt  at  her,  interrupted  her  course,  causing  her  to  return 
Form  or  to  the  Tower  again.    Notwithstanding,  the  peace  yet  continued  with 
condudSi  tnc  nobles  and  the  king,  the  form  whereof  was  this :  First,  that 
UicWklnn  ^cnry>  the  son  of  Richard,  king  of  the  Romans,  should  be  delivered 
and  tba   up  by  the  king  and  queen.    Secondly,  that  the  castles  again  should, 
nobles.    |)e  committed  to  the  custody  of  Englishmen,  not  of  strangers. 
Thirdly,  that  the  provisions  and  statutes  decreed  at  Oxford,  should 
as  well  by  the  king,  as  by  all  others,  inviolably  be  observed.  Fourthly, 
that  the  realm  henceforth  should  be  ruled  and  governed  not  by 
foreigners,  but  by  personages  born  within  the  land.     Fifthly,  that 
all  aliens  and  strangers  shoidd  void  the  land,  not  to  return  again ; 
except  only  those,  whose  abode  should  by  the  common  assent  of  the 
king's  trusty  subjects  be  admitted  and  allowed. 

Thus  the  king  and  the  nobles,  joining  together  after  this  form  of 
peace  above  prefixed,  although  not  fully  with  heart,  as  after  appeared, 
put  themselves  in  arms,  with  all  their  power  to  recover  the  castle  of 
Windsor  out  of  the  strangers''  hands.  But  Edward,  mid-way  be- 
tween London  and  the  castle,  meeting  with  his  father  and  the  barons* 
entered  into  communication  upon  the  matter ;  which  being  finished 
and  he  thinking  to  return  into  the  castle  again,  by  the  policy  of  the 
earl  of  Leicester,  and  William,  bishop  of  Worcester,  was  not  per- 
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mitted  to  re-enter :  thereupon  the  strangers  within  the  hold  (des-  //«■■»«* 
titatc  of  ail  hope  to  withstand  the  great  force  approaching)  rendered  — — — 
the  castle  unto  the  king  and  the  barons,  upon  this  convention  :  that 
with  horse  and  harness  they  might  be  suffered  safely  to  depart  the  — ~u'*' 
land,  not  to  return  any  more.    This  being  granted,  certain  of  the  25tow- 
barons  conducted  them  in  their  journey  towards  the  sea  side,  and  ^™rf^hc 
there  they  left  them.  hand*  of 

In  the  same  year,  about  the  beginning  of  October,  the  king  and 
queen  made  over  to  France,  with  Simon  Mountfort  and  other  nobles, 
to  hear  and  stand  to  the  arbitrement  of  Louis,  the  French  king,  con- 
cerning the  controversy  between  the  states  of  England ;  and  all 
through  the  procurement  of  Elenor,  the  queen.  For  she,  not  for- 
getting the  old  contumely  of  the  Londoners,  exclaiming  against  her 
upon  the  bridge,  wrought  always  what  revenge  she  could  against 
them. 

"  Manet  alta  mente  rcpostutn 
Pari<uV» 


Concerning  the  arbitrement  of  this  matter  referred  to  the  French 
king,  part  hath  been  said  before,  and  more  shall  be  said  (Christ 
willing)  hereafter.  Some  stories  do  add,  moreover,  that  the  king 
continuing  long  in  France,  word  was  sent  to  him  out  of  England, 
that  unless  he  returned  again  to  the  realm,  they  would  elect  a  new 
king ;  whereupon  the  king,  returning  out  of  France  to  Dover,  would 
have  entered  the  castle,  but  was  stopped.  Wherefore  the  king,  in 
fierce  anger  and  great  indignation,  prepared  his  power  towards 
London,  where  Simon  Mountfort,  the  worthy  earl  of  Leicester,  through 
a  subtle  train,  was  almost  betrayed  and  circumvented  in  Southwark,  by 
the  sudden  pursuing  of  the  king's  army,  had  not  the  Londoners,  with 
more  speed,  breaking  bars  and  chains,  made  way  to  rescue  him ;  by 
the  means  of  whom  the  earl  at  that  time  escaped  the  danger. 

Now  to  come  to  the  sentence  of  the  French  king :  Forasmuch  as  the  i 
arbitrement  of  this  matter  was  committed  to  him,  as  hath  before  been 
specified,  he,  with  a  great  assemblage  both  of  French  and  English  f,j"lfkJri,h 
persons  about  him,  considering  and  poising  the  cause  on  both  sides,  of  Eng- 
between  the  king  and  the  nobles,  clearly  and  solemnly  pronounced  i^Lt 
on  the  king's  side  against  the  barons;  ordaining  that  the  king  of 
England  ali  this  while  had  suffered  wrong,  and  that  he  should  be 
restored  again  to  his  pristine  state,  notwithstanding  the  provisions 
made  at  Oxford,  which  he  ordained  to  be  repealed  and  abrogated.2 

The  sentence  of  the  French  king  thus  awarded,  as  it  gave  to  the  wmr  bc- 
king  of  England  with  his  retinue  no  little  encouragement,  so  it  king  and 
wrought  in  the  nobles1  hearts  great  indignation;  who,  notwithstanding  JJjJj^. 
that  partial  decreement  of  the  French  king,  sped  themselves  home  gini>c««. 
out  of  France  to  defend  themselves  with  all  their  strength  and  power. 
And  not  long  after  followeth  also  the  king,  by  whose  train  Simon 
Mountfort,  earl  of  Leicester,  as  is  above  recited,  was  well  nigh  cir- 
cumvented in  Southwark.   Then  the  king  calling  his  council  together  The  ml- 
at  Oxford  (from  whence  he  excluded  the  university  of  students  for  a  J^SSh 
season,  who  were  then  at  Northampton,  as  you  heard  before)  there  «mc 


consulted,  conferring  with  his  friends  and  counsellors,  what  way  was  fiom 
best  to  be  taken.    And  hearing  that  the  barons  were  assembled  in  ,0 

(1)  Vh-g.  JEntli.  L  28.  (2)  Ex  Flor.  niitorianim,  OUtrani.  et  »lils. 
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Digitized  by  Google 


548  THE  TAKIVG  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 

Hmri  great  numbers  in  the  town  of  Northampton,  he  went  thither  with 
ni'    his  host  and  his  banners  displayed,  accompanied  by  Richard,  his 
A.I),  brotherj  king  of  A  Imam,  also  by  Edward,  his  son,  John  Comyn  of 
1264-  Scotland,  with  many  other  Scots — John  of  Dalliolo,  Lord  of  Galoway, 
Robert  of  Bruce,  Lord  Walter  of  Anand,  Roger  of  Clifford,  Philip  of 
Mannion,  John  of  Waus,  Roger  of  Laibume,  Henry  Percy,  Philip 
Basset,  Roger  of  Mortimer,  and  William  of  Wallace,  and  many  others. 
Therefore  the  king  commanded  the  barons  that  were  within,  to  yield 
unto  him  presently  the  city  and  the  pledges,  or  else  he  would  imme- 
diately destroy  them.   But  they,  counselling  with  the  younger  Simon 
dc  M    irt  tort,  who,  by  his  fathers  commandment,  had  got  the 
residue  thither  to  take  counsel  together  (for  his  father  and  the  earl 
of  Gloucester  were  not  yet  come),  boldly  and  with  one  mind  answered, 
that  they  would  not  obey  the  king's  will,  but  would  rather  defend 
themselves  and  the  city,  if  need  were,  even  to  the  death.  The 
noblemen  of  the  king's  part  hearing  this,  sent  word  again,  that  at 
least  they  should  come  to  the  wall  of  the  city  to  speak  to  the  king, 
if,  by  any  means,  peace  might  be  made.  They,  suspecting  no  deceit, 
followed  their  counsel,  and  leaving  their  holds,  came  to  the  wall 
towards  the  meadow,  for  there  lay  the  king  and  his  strong  host  hard 
Takinnof  by.    But,  in  the  mean  space,  whilst  divers  matters  were  reasoned 
S£L    and  trcflted  of  between  the  king  and  the  lords,  the  lord  Philip  Basset, 
byu»e     who  before  was  appointed  to  work  that  feat,  with  mattocks  and  other 
instruments  of  iron,  and  with  men  prepared  for  the  onset,  near  to 
the  monastery  of  St.  Andrew,  did  undermine  the  wall  of  the  city ; 
and  by  this  means  the  wall  soon  fell  down,  and  there  was  made"  a 
great  plain,  so  that  in  one  forefront  there  might  have  gone  together 
on  a  row  forty  horsemen.    Of  this  subtlety  the  alien  monks  thit 
were  there,  were  thought  to  be  the  workers,  because  they  made  way 
and  entrance  for  them  that  came  in ;  but  when  they  that  passed  by 
saw  this,  and  that  the  king's  banners  were  erected  ready  to  enter  in, 
there  was  a  great  howling  made,  and  the  noise  of  the  people  came  to 
the  ears  of  the  barons,  and  they  made  speed  to  resist  them ;  but  it 
was  all  in  vain,  because  they  were  already  prevented  by  a  great  cora- 
stmon    pany  of  their  enemies.    But  Simon  Mountfort  the  younger,  after  he 
nad  valiantly  fought  a  while  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  with  Peter 
taken"'  Mountfort,  and  a  few  that  were  with  him,  when  Edward  the  king's 
pritoner.  son  came,  was  by  his  commandment  taken  and  led  away  prisoner. 
The       But  the  clerks  of  the  university  of  Oxford  (which  university  by  the 
SfoStord  barons"  commandment  was  translated  thither)  did  work  against  the 
iS*t    king**  men  more  hurt  than  the  other  barons,  with  their  slings,  long 
the  king,  bows  and  cross  bows  ;  for  they  had  a  banner  by  themselves,  and  that 
was  set  up  on  high  against  the  king.    Wherewithal  the  king  being 
greatly  moved,  sware  at  his  entering  in,  that  they  should  all  be 
hanged ;  which  when  they  heard,  many  of  them  shaved  their  crowns, 
and  they  that  were  able  ran  away  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  when  the 
king  entered  the  city,  many  fled  in  their  armour  into  the  castle, 
others  left  their  horse  and  harness,  and  ran  into  churches,  and  a  few 
were  slain,  and  those  were  of  the  common  people;  but  there  was 
not  much  bloodshed,  because  all  things  were  done  as  upon  the  sudden. 
When  the  city  was  at  length  set  in  quiet,  the  king  commanded  his 
oath  to  be  executed  upon  the  clerks.    But  his  counsellors  said  unto 
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him,  u  This  be  far  from  thee,  O  king !  for  the  sons  of  thy  nobles,  and 
of  other  great  men  of  thy  kingdom  were  there  gathered  together  into 


the  university;  whom  if  thou  wouldst  cause  to  be  hanged  or  slain, 
even  they  that  now  take  thy  part  would  rise  up  against  thee,  not  ,2Gi- 
suffering,  to  the  uttermost  of  their  powers,  the  blood  of  their  sons  The  »t»- 
and  kinsfolks  to  be  shed."  And  so  the  king  was  pacified,  and  his  oxford' 
wrath  against  the  clerks  was  staid. 

In  the  same  day,  after  little  more  than  an  hour,  the  king's  host 
assaulted  the  castle,  and  the  new  hold-keepers  were  afraid,  for  that 
they  had  not  victuals  and  other  things  necessary  for  their  resistance  ; 
therefore  they  sent  immediately  messengers  unto  the  king,  and  yielded 
themselves  to  the  king's  mercy.  There  were  taken  that  day  these  JJjhrt* 
knights  and  barons  under  written :  lord  William  de  Ferrers,  lord  North- 
Peter  Mountfort,  companion  of  the  said  Simon  de  Mountfort  the  ""p100- 
vounger,  lord  Baldwin  de  Wake,  lord  Adam  de  Newmarch,  lord 
koger  Bertram  ;  lord  Simon,  the  son  of  Simon,  a  valiant  warrior,  who 
first  erected  his  banner  against  the  king;  lord  Berengarius  de  Water- 
vile,  lord  Hugo  Gubiam,  lord  Thomas  Maunsel,  lord  Roger  Botem- 
lam,  Nicholas  Wake,  lord  Robert  de  Newton,  lord  Philip  de  Driby, 
and  Grimbald  de  Pauncefoot.  All  these  did  the  king  take  prisoners, 
and  many  more,  of  whom  he  committed  some  to  the  lord  Nicholas 
of  Haversham,  to  be  kept  in  that  castle  well  defended ;  some  he  led 
away  with  him  ;  and  some  he  sent  to  divers  castles :  Simon  Mount- 
fort he  appointed  to  be  cast  into  Windsor  Castle.  All  these  things, 
as  touching  the  taking  of  Northampton,  were  done  on  the  Sabbath 
day  in  Passion  Week,  being  the  third  of  April,  a.d.  1264:  and  the 
king  went  forward  even  to  Nottingham,  burning  and  wasting  the 
manors  of  the  lords  and  others  his  enemies ;  and  there  he  gathered 
together  his  nobles,  and  greatly  increased  his  numbers. 

When  this  ill  luck  was  told,  by  them  that  from  thence  were  run  away 
to  the  earl  Simon,  who  was  coming  towards  Northampton  with  a  great 
host,  he  was  in  a  great  rage,  and  yet  was  not  discouraged  ;  but  immc-  simon 
diately  going  to  London,  he  caused  a  chariot  to  be  made  after  the  jSgfc, 
manner  of  litters  or  couches,  wherein  he  might  ride  as  though  he  were  J*£ 
sick ;  for  he  feigned  himself  to  be  feeble  and  weak,  whereas  he  was     * c  ' 
indeed  a  stout  and  valiant  warrior ;  and  there  gathered  to  him  other 
noblemen  that  were  confederate  with  him,  carls  and  barons,  every  one 
bringing  with  them  their  several  arms,  and  preparing  their  engines 
of  wood,  they  went  to  besiege  Rochester ;  for  the  earl  of  Worcester,  Roche*- 
in  the  king's  behalf,  kept  both  the  town  and  castle.   When  they  had  %^  by 
gotten  the  first  gate  and  the  bridge,  they  were  partly  wounded  and  jjj^ 
compelled  to  retire;  and  there  that  valiant  knight,  Roger  de  la 
Bourn,  was  wounded,  and  very  ill  handled.    Whilst  they  continued 
siege  there  awhile,  it  was  told  them  that  the  king  was  coming  towards 
London  with  a  mighty  host ;  and  they  said  one  to  another,  "  If  the 
king  at  his  coming  should  take  London,  we  shall  be  shut  in  as  it 
were  in  a  strait  corner ;  let  us,  therefore,  return  unto  London,  that 
we  may  keep  in  safety  both  the  place  and  the  people."  Therefore, 
appointing  certain  persons  to  keep  the  siege,  they  returned  to  London. 
At  length  when  the  king  came,  they  went  forth  with  the  citizens  to 
meet  him,  not  with  flowers  and  palms  in  their  hands,  but  with  swords 
and  spears.    The  king  shunned  them,  and  after  he  had  the  castle  of 
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Ht%ry  Kingston,  which  was  the  carl  of  Gloucester  a.  he  went  from  thence  to 
'    Rochester ;  where,  after  he  had  killed  a  few,  he  brake  the  siege,  and 
from  thence  the  king  went  to  Tunbridge,  and  the  town  and  castle 
1264,  now  being  given  up  to  him,  he  took  there  the  countess  of  Gloucester, 
The  king  an(j  pUt  her  into  an  abbey,  not  to  be  kept  in  hold,  but  to  go  at  liberty 

•hunneth     .  .  f       ,  tt       i      1  is    n       i  i       e    \  1  i 

London,  whither  she  would.  He'  also  left  tor  the  custody  ot  the  castle  and 
city  a  great  part  of  his  host,  to  the  number  of  above  twenty  picked 
ensigns,  for  that  it  was  commonly  said  that  the  earl  of  Gloucester 
would  come  out  of  hand  to  assault  them.  This  being  done,  he  con- 
tinued on  his  journey  to  Winchester,  where  he  received  in  peace  the 
seamen  of  the  haven  towns.  Three  days  after,  upon  the  Sunday 
following,  he  came  to  the  town  of  Lewes,  and  was  received  into  the 
abbey,  and  his  son  Edward  into  the  castle.  Then  the  barons  sent 
letters  to  the  king  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  the  tenor  whereof  fol- 
loweth. 

Letter  of  the  Lords  to  the  King. 

To  their  most  excellent  Lord  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  England, 
lord  of  Ireland,  and  duke  of  Aquitaine,  his  barons  and  others  his  faithful  subjects, 
being  willing  to  keep  their  oath  and  fidelity  to  God  and  him,  send  greeting  and 
due  obedience  with  honour  and  reverence.  Whereas  by  many  experiments  it 
is  manifest,  that  some  of  your  grace's  assistants  have  reported  to  your  majesty 
many  lies  of  us,  working  mischief,  as  much  as  in  them  lieth,  not  only  against 
us,  but  against  you  also,  and  your  whole  realm  :  Be  it  known  to  your  highness, 
that  we  have  been  always  willing  to  defend  the  health  and  safeguard  of  your 
person,  with  all  our  power  and  fealty  due  to  your  grace,  purposing  to  vex  to  the 
uttermost  of  our  power  and  estate,  not  only  our  ill-willers,  but  also  your  enemies, 
and  the  enemies  of  your  whole  realm.  If  it  be  your  good  pleasure,  give  no 
credit  to  them  ;  we  shall  be  always  found  your  faithful  subjects.  And  we,  the 
earl  of  Leicester,  and  Gilbert  of  Clare,  at  the  request  of  others,  for  us  and  them 
have  put  to  our  seals. 

These  letters  being  read  and  heard,  there  was  a  council  called,  and 
the  king  wrote  back  to  them,  and  especially  to  the  two  earls  of  Lei- 
cester and  Gloucester,  in  manner  and  form  following : — 

The  Answer  of  the  King  to  the  Lords. 

Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  England,  lord  of  Ireland,  duke  of  Aqui- 
taine,  &c,  to  Simon  Mountfort,  and  Gilbert  de  Gare,  and  their  confederates. 
Forasmuch  as  by  the  war,  and  general  disquietness  by  your  means  raised  up  in 
our  whole  realm,  and  also  the  burnings  and  other  hurtful  enormities,  it  appear- 
eth  manifestly,  that  you  keep  not  your  fidelity  to  usward,  nor  care  any  thing  for 
our  health  and  safety  ;  and  for  that  ye  have  unorderly  grieved  our  nobles,  and 
others  our  faithful  subjects  sticking  faithfully  and  coustanUy  to  us,  as  you  have 
certified  us ;  we,  accounting  their  losses  as  our  own,  and  their  enemies  aa  ours, 
and  seeing  these  our  aforesaid  faithful  subjects,  for  the  keeping  of  their  fidelity, 
do  assist  us  manfully  and  faithfully  against  your  unfaithfulness  :  we  therefore 
care  not  for  your  fidelity  or  love,  but  defy  vou  as  our  and  their  enemies.  Wit- 
ness myself,  at  Lewes,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

Also  Richard,  king  of  Almain,  and  lord  Edward,  the  son  of  king 
Henry,  wrote  to  the  barons  in  this  wise  : — 

A  Letter  of  Richard,  King  of  Almain,  and  Prince  Edward,  to  the 

Barons. 

Richard,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  the  Romans,  always  Augustus,  and 
Edward,  eldest  son  of  the  king  of  England,  and  all  the  other  barons  and  nobles 
constantly  and  faithfully  in  heart  and  deed  cleaving  to  the  aforesaid  king  of 
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England  :  to  Simon  Mountfort,  and  Gilbert  de  Clare,  and  to  all  and  singular  Nrmy 
others  their  adherent*  in  their  conspiracy.  By  your  letters  which  you  sent  to  our  IIL 
lord,  the  noble  king  of  England,  we  have  understanding  that  you  defy  us ;  although   A  p 
before  any  such  word,  your  defiance  towards  us  was  apparent  enough  by  your  j26i. 

cruel  persecution,  in  burning  our  possessions  and  spoiling  our  goods.  We  

therefore  give  you  to  wit,  that  we  all  and  every  one  of  us,  do  defy  you  all  as 
our  open  enemies.  And  further,  tliat  we  will  not  cease,  wheresoever  it  shall 
lie  in  our  power,  to  the  uttermost  of  our  force  and  might,  to  subvert  your  persons 
and  all  that  you  have.  As  touching  what  you  lay  to  our  charge,  that  we  give 
neither  faithful  nor  good  counsel  to  our  lord  the  king,  you  say  not  the  truth. 
And  if  your  lord  Simon  Mountfort  or  Gilbert  de  Clare,  will  affirm  the  same  in 
our  lord,  the  king's  court,  we  are  ready  to  get  safe  conduct  for  you  to  come  to 
the  said  court,  to  try  and  declare  the  truth  of  our  innocency,  and  the  falsehood 
of  you  both,  as  foresworn  traitors,  by  some  man  equal  with  you  in  nobility  and 
stock.  All  we  are  contained  with  the  seals  of  the  aforesaid  lords,  the  lord 
Richard  and  the  lord  Edward.    Dated  the  day  aforesaid. 

Both  which  letters  being  read,  they  drew  near  to  the  king  ;  for  they  B»ttieof 
were  not  far  distant  from  Lewes.  And  because  there  was  wanted  to  betwixt 
the  king's  store,  provision  for  their  horses,  it  was  commanded  them,  JUi'Jf 
on  the  Tuesday,  to  go  forth  to  seek  for  hay  and  provender ;  who,  b"*""- 
when  they  were  gone  fortli,  were  prevented  by  their  enemies,  and 
most  of  them  killed ;  but  the  residue  returning,  saw  their  enemies 
coming,  very  early  on  the  Wednesday  morning,  and  making  outcries, 
stirred  up  the  king  and  his  host  to  arm  themselves.  Then  the  barons, 
coming  to  the  full  plain,  descended  there,  and  girding  and  trimming 
their  horses,  made  fit  their  harness  to  them.  And  there  the  earl  Simon 
made  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  Robert  de  Vere,  and  many  others 
new  knights.  This  done,  he  divided  and  distinguished  his  host  into 
four  several  battles,  and  he  appointed  noblemen  to  guide  and  govern 
each  battle  ;  and  over  the  first  battle  were  ordained  captains,  Henry 
Mountfort,  the  eldest  son  of  the  earl  Simon,  and  Guido,  his  brother; 
lord  John  de  Bruch  the  younger,  and  lord  Humfrey  de  Bohun. 
Over  the  second  battle,  lord  Gilbert  Clare,  carl  of  Gloucester,  lord 
John  the  son  of  lord  St.  John,  and  lord  William  of  Mountchcrsy. 
And  over  the  thin!,  in  which  the  Londoners  were,  at  their  request 
the  lord  Nicholas  Segrave  was  assigned;  who  required  also  very 
instantly,  that  they  might  have  the  first  stroke  in  the  battle,  at  the 
adventure,  come  what  would.  But  over  the  fourth  battle,  the  earl 
himself  was  captain,  with  the  lord  Thomas  of  Pilncston.  In  the 
mean  season,  came  forth  the  king's  host,  preparing  themselves,  to 
the  field,  in  three  battles ;  of  which  Edward,  the  king's  son,  led  the 
first,  with  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and  Valence  the  king's  brother ;  and 
the  second  the  king  of  Almain  guided,  with  his  son  Henry ;  but  the 
king,  with  his  nobles,  guided  the  third ;  and  the  fourth  legion  the 
king  appointed  not,  by  reason  he  had  left  many  of  his  chief  soldiers 
behind  him,  to  keep  the  castle  and  town  of  Tunbridge  against  the  earl 
of  Gloucester.  The  most  part  of  the  king's  army  were  but  young 
men,  for  the  king  thought  not  that  his  barons  had  been  come  so  nigh 
to  hand.  Their  armies  being  on  both  sides  set  in  array  and  order,  they 
exhorted  one  another  on  either  part  to  fight  valiantly ;  and  after  they 
had  buckled  together,  the  battle  was  great,  and  many  horsemen  were 
overthrown,  even  in  a  moment.  But  by  and  by  Edward,  the  king's 
son,  with  his  band,  as  a  fierce  young  gentleman  and  valiant  knight, 
fell  upon  his  enemies  with  such  force,  that  he  compelled  them  to  recoil 
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back  a  great  way,  so  that  the  hindmost  (thinking  by  reason  of  their 
- 7//'  giving  back,  that  the  foremost  were  slain),  ran  many  of  them  away  ; 
A.  I),  and  taking  water  to  pass  over,  almost  threescore  soldiers  were  drowned, 
1-<'4,  and  a  few  of  them  being  slain,  all  the  rest  fled.  Straightway  the  Lon- 
doners, who  had  asked  the  first  fight,  knowing  not  how  the  battle  went, 
took  to  their  heels,  whom  Edward  pursued  with  his  band,  killing  the 
hindmost  of  them,  for  the  space  of  two  or  three  miles ;  for  he  hated 
them  because  they  liad  rebelled  against  his  father,  and  disgraced  his 
mother  when  she  was  carried  by  barge  upon  the  Thames,  from  the 
Tower  to  Windsor,  as  is  before  recorded. 

Whilst  prince  Edward  was  thus  in  chase  of  the  Londoners,  who 
had  the  vanguard  of  the  barons'  battle ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  main 
battle  of  the  barons  set  upon  the  king's  main  battle,  of  which  the 
king  of  Almain,  the  brother  of  king  Henry,  had  the  leading ;  who 
being  soon  discomfited,  and  he  with  his  son  Henry,  Robert  de  Bruce, 
and  John  Coven,  with  divers  other  captains  taken  prisoners,  the  rear- 
Richard,  ward,  wherein  the  king  himself  fought,  being  immediately  so  hardly 
Almain,  beset,  and  he,  seeing  his  knights  and  soldiers  on  every  side  about  him 
wnukUn  beaten  down  and  slain,  and  divers  others  of  his  soldiers  to  forsake 
pri«i>nc«.  the  field  and  shift  for  themselves,  thought  good  to  take  again  to 
The  main  the  town ;  and  so  retired  into  the  abbey  from  whence  he  came, 
dTwom-  shutting  and  rampering  up  the  gates,  and  caused  the  same  to  be 
ti'ekfnK  strongly  warded  with  soldiers.    To  be  brief,  the  barons  thus  getting 
k'kVto    the  field,  after  long  fight,  and  many  men  on  either  side  slain,  entered 
the  abbey,  also  the  town  of  Lewes,  pursuing  in  chase  such  soldiers  as  thither  fled 
for  succour. 


In  the  mean  time,  prince  Edward  returning  from  the  chase  of  the 
Mumlng  Londoners,  as  ye  heard,  who  desired  to  give  the  first  onset,  and 
from  th«  spying  the  chariot  of  the  earl  Simon  (which  he  caused  purposely  to 

flnTthui     ma^e  *°r  mm)'  an(*      ^orees  m  tnc  8ame*  w»thout  either  waggoner, 
loteUMi  or  any  other  to  govern  the  same,  fell  immediately  upon  the  chariot, 
latU      and  brake  it  all  in  pieces,  and  slew  two  burgesses  that  were  within  the 
same.    But  when  ne  came  near  to  the  place  where  the  bloody  battle 
had  been  fought,  and  saw  the  great  discomfiture  and  overthrow,  which, 
in  his  absence,  with  great  mortality  and  slaughter,  had  happened,  his 
heart  was  much  dismayed,  and  his  countenance  altered.    Yet  not- 
withstanding, comforting  and  encouraging  his  knights  and  soldiers,  of 
whom  he  had  a  valiant  companv,  in  battle  array,  he  marched  toward 
The      the  town,  against  whom  came  the  barons  again  with  all  their  power ; 
Sjhtrth  and  thus  was  begun  betwixt  them  a  fresh  field  and  a  new  battle,  and 
balne     many  mcn  were  slain  on  either  side.  At  length  the  carl  de  W arenia, 
with  the  king's  two  brothers,  forsook  the  field  and  fled ;  after  whom 
went  more  than  seven  hundred  chosen  soldiers,  who  were  of  their 
house  and  family,  who  the  same  day  came  to  Pevcnsey,  and  there 
took  shipping  over  the  sea.    Also  Hugh  Bigot,  with  divers  others, 
fled,  and  left  the  valiant  prince  fighting  in  the  field  ;  which  thing  he 
iieaUoii  also  perceiving,  took  to  tne  town  ;  and  when  he  found  not  the  king 
wor*t°ind  his  father,  at  the  castle,  he  went  from  thence  to  the  abbey  where  he 
uk" 'to    was-    In  the  mean  season,  the  town  was  divided  into  parts,  some 
th*  town,  fighting,  some  spoiling,  some  getting  of  booties,  while  scarcely  one 
of  them  could  know  and  discern  another,  whether  he  was  friend  or 
enemy.    But  when,  within  a  while,  the  barons  had  assembled  some 
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company,  they  gave  an  assault  upon  the  castle,  thinking  to  have  *«r» 
rescued  John  Gilford  and  others,  whom  the  king's  soldiers  had  taken  UI' 
prisoners,  and  put  therein.  But  the  soldiers  within  manfully  defended  A.  D. 
the  same,  and  in  throwing  out  balls  of  wild-fire,  which  for  the  defence  *2fr*- 
thereof  they  had,  they  also  fired  part  of  the  town.    Then  the  barons  ™J^J* 
retired  and  left  the  castle,  and  purposed  to  have  set  upon  the  abbey,  b«tcgwi. 
where  the  king  and  prince  Edward,  his  son,  were,  which  also  was  set 
on  fire  by  the  assault  given  to  the  castle ;  but  yet  it  was  shortly 
recovered  and  quenched.    Then  Edward,  the  king's  son,  perceiving 
the  bold  enterprise  of  the  barons,  prepared  with  the  courageous 
knights  and  soldiers  yet  remaining  and  within  the  abbey,  to  issue  out, 
and  to  give  a  new  charge  upon  them.    But  the  barons,  perceiving 
that,  sent  unto  the  king  messengers  to  entreat  a  truce  for  that  day, 
and  on  the  morrow  to  talk  of  and  conclude  a  further  peace  between 
them.    This  battle  was  fought  upon  the  nineteenth  day  of  May. 

The  next  day,  which  was  Thursday,  there  were  sent  on  either  side  p*»ce  be- 
two  preaching  friars,  between  the  king  and  the  barons,  with  certain  j^^'i" 
articles  and  demands  of  peace,  so  that  with  certain  others,  these  con-  J^onfc 
ditions  were  agreed  on  :  that  on  the  morrow,  being  Friday,  the 
prince  should  give  himself  as  hostage  for  the  king,  his  father,  and  The  two 
others  of  his  party,  and  that  Henry,  the  king's  son  of  Almain,  should  PrinCM 
also  give  himself  in  like  manner  for  his  fatlier ;  that  those  things  which  hwtafn. 
should  be  concluded  upon  for  the  benefit  and  commodity  of  the 
realm,  and  peaceable  quietness  thereof  might  be  performed,  and  that 
all  such  prisoners  as  were  taken  on  either  side,  should  be  freely 
ransomed  and  sent  home. . 

The  next  day,  which  was  Saturday,  the  king  discharged  all  his 
soldiers,  and  others  that  were  with  him  in  the  abbey,  licensing  them 
to  depart  whither  they  listed.    And  furthermore,  by  the  advice  of 
his  son  and  the  barons,  he  gave  commandment  to  those  whom  he  had 
appointed  to  the  keeping  of  Tunbridge,  that  they  should  make  no  The 
attempt  to  the  prejudice  or  hurt  of  the  barons ;  but  in  hope  of  the  m£Bn 
peace  which  was  now  on  the  point  of  being  concluded,  they  also  jjffi*1 
should  depart  every  man  to  his  house  and  habitation.  But  they,  giving  »n" 
no  credit  thereunto,  went  with  their  furniture  to  Bristol,  where  they  t$u,'- 
kept  themselves  in  garrison,  until  the  escaping  of  Edward  the  king's  Croy5o? 
son,  out  of  prison.    But  first,  before  that,  when  they  heard  at  Tun-  k«p  in 
bridge,  that  the  king  was  vanquished  in  battle,  and  that  the  Londoners  »t  Brutoi. 
in  the  fore-ward  were  put  to  flight  by  prince  Edward  (by  a  messenger 
that  escaped  from  the  same),  and  that  also  the  same  Londoners  were 
at  Croydon,  they  set  upon  them  in  the  evening  tide,  and  taking  from 
them  much  spoil,  slew  also  many  of  them. 

But  when  Roger  Mortimer's  party  began  to  decrease,  and  Simon  E*n 
the  carl's  party  on  the  other  side  to  increase,  he  bare  himself  more  »n"r°thi» 
stoutly,  for  that  both  the  king  and  all  that  was  his,  did  depend  upon  J^jJ. 
the  good  will  and  favour  of  the  earl,  and  led  with  him  the.  king's  son 
to  such  holds  and  castles,  as  he  thought  to  be  most  strong,  as  though  imprUon- 
all  were  in  his  hands  to  do  as  he  liked ;  and  he  kept  the  hostages  more  fftuni 
straitly  than  he  was  wont  to  do,  insomuch  that  when  it  was  blown  **■ 
abroad  that  the  king's  son  was  kept  as  prisoner,  divers  who  were  his 
friends,  counselled  him,  that  he  should  desire  to  disport  himself  at 
the  barriers,  that  the  people  might  have  a  sight  of  him.    But  he, 
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tirnpi  being  narrowly  guarded  as  he  knew,  and  fearing  some  tumult  to  arise, 


thought  good  to  refuse  their  counsel,  and  so  did. 


A.D.  In  this  troublesome  year,  which  was  a.d.  1264,  as  the  Londoners 
1 2r>*'  with  the  nobles  were  thus  occupied  in  war  and  dissension,  the  malig- 
nant Jews,  thinking  to  take  advantage  of  that  time,  with  privy  treason 
conspired  against  the  whole  city  and  state  of  the  nobles ;  and  being 
taken  so  conspiring,  were  almost  all  slain  that  dwelt  in  the  city  of 
London.  *4n  this  year  also,  Boniface,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
son  of  Peter,  earl  of  Savoy,  and  a  stranger,  having  been  certain  years 
beyond  the  seas  in  disgrace  with  the  king  of  England,  upon  occasion 
of  some  misdemeanor  belike,  for  he  was,  as  Matthew  Parker  writeth  of 
him,  "  Ut  raoribus  gestisque  percgrinus,  sic  nomine  ipso  et  appellatione 
csetcris  archiepiscopis  dissimilis,'"  the  king  being  of  a  relenting  nature, 
and  bearing  much  with  clergymen's  insolencies,  which,  for  a  while,  he 
might  perhaps  gainstand,  but  at  last  bear  with  them  as  supported  by 
the  court  of  Koine,  did  consult  with  his  nobles  about  the  return  of 
the  said  Boniface  into  England  conditionally,  as  followcth. 

Acts  passed  in  the  King's  Council,  touching  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury's return  into  England,  under  certain  conditions.2 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1264,  in  the  month  of  March,  it  was  enacted  in  the 
presence  of  the  renowned  king  of  England,  by  the  counsel  of  the  peers  and 
states  of  the  said  realm,  that  the  reverend  father  Boniface,  by  the  grace  of  God 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  should  return  into  England, 
and  abide  in  the  realm  peaceably,  upon  the  conditions  under-written  : — 

First,  therefore  it  is  enacted,  that  the  archbishop  at  his  return,  do  without 
any  difficulty  release  in  form  of  law  his  sentences  of  excommunication,  published 
against  all  persona  whatsoever,  occasioning  much  trouble  in  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  yet  so,  that  they  who  should  be  found  excommunicated,  be  ready  to 
make  satisfaction  for  their  excesses  and  defaults,  and  for  the  same  receive,  as 
they  are  bound  by  the  canonical  commandments  of  the  archbishop,  in  form 
hereunder  in  the  next  article  contained. 

Secondly,  it  is  enacted,  that  in  making  amends  for  defaults  done  to  the 
churches  and  churchmen,  within  such  places  as  are  immediately  subject  unto 
his  Jurisdiction,  the  archbishop  may  arbitrate  according  to  the  counsel  of  all  his 
suffragans,  or  the  greater  and  sounder  part ;  and  of  weighty  affairs  belonging 
to  the  church  and  realm  of  Englund,  may  in  time  to  come  after  his  return, 
order  and  dispose  likewise  by  their  counsel,  and  the  counsel  of  other  discreet 
men  of  the  realm. 

Thirdly,  it  is  enacted,  that  he  bring  with  him  Master  Henry  Mortimer,* 
archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  Pont  Sabler,  his  familiar  clerks  or  household 
chaplains;  and  these  clerks  only,  being  strangers  bom,  he  keep  and  retain  of 
his  council  and  household. 

Fourthly,  it  is  enacted,  that  other  clerks  wheresoever,  beneficed  in  the  church 
of  England,  meaning  and  willing  to  return  with  the  archbishop,  may  safely 
return  and  abide  in  their  benefices,  and  expend  the  church  goods  within  the 
realm  as  they  are  bound  ;  carrying  or  sending  nothing  out  of  the  realm,  unless 
necessary  occasion,  allowed  of  the  king's  council,  do  so  require. 

Fifthly,  it  is  enacted,  that  the  archbishop  or  the  clerks  coming  with  him, 
shall  bring  nothing  with  them  in  letters,  message  or  commandment,  nor  shall 
procure  any  thing  else,  during  their  abode  in  this  realm,  either  by  themselves, 
or  by  others,  whereby  any  damage,  danger,  or  prejudice,  may  redound  to  the 
king,  or  to  any  of  his  realm.  And  for  memory  of  the  premises,  the  seal  of  the 
said  renowned  king  of  England  is  hanged  unto  these  presents. — By  the  whole 


(U  Thin  {vwnape  U  not  in  tht  Edition*  previoui  to  1596.- Ed. 

(2)  "  Anno  Domini  1*64,  mens*  Martio.  in  prwwnttn  UlusUis  regii  Anglic,  dc 
et  m«|matiim  eju*dem  rrgni  actum  est,"  " 

(3)  V< 
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Notwithstanding  this  conclusion,  the  archbishop  did  not  presently  jw* 
return,  but  continued  in  Provence  and  elsewhere,  behaving  himself  '"' 
imperiously  as  a  prelate  of  the  right  Romish  stamp.    In  the  mean  A.I), 
time  many  matters  incident  to  this  place,  were  omitted  and  neglected,  jjff*; 
which  personally  by  him  should  have  been  executed  ;  but  by  reason 
of  his  absence  the  same  were  despatched  by  deputation,  and  the 
same  ordered  likewise  according  to  his  own  fancy,  which  he  pre- 
ferred before  the  king^s  authority  and  commandment.    The  copy  of 
a  letter  describing  the  contumacy  of  the  said  Boniface  doth  suffi- 
ciently testify  this  to  be  true,  the  6ame  being  set  down  agreeable  to 
the  prototype. 

A  Letter  of  the  King  to  Boniface,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
charging  him  to  return  into  England,  there  personally  to  discharge 
his  archiepiscopal  function.1 

The  king  to  Boniface,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of  all  England,  Againit 
greeting.    Although  hitherto  by  patience  we  have  suffered  oftentimes  bishops  the  *rrh- 
elect,  abbots,  and  other  prelates  in  our  realm,  for  the  benefit  of  their  confirma-  center  °f 
tion  to  be  obtained,  to  pass  over  beyond  sea  unto  you,  we  thought  not  to  receive  bury,  »bl- 
at  your  hands  any  sucn  reward,  as  that  against  the  right  and  custom  of  our  ^*n*.  jj  8 
realm  (to  the  which  we  mean  not  by  this  our  patience,  that  prejudice  shall  any  ctmmry 
way  be  procured  or  bred),  you  should  attempt  this  to  be  followed.    We  do 
marvel  therefore,  and  are  moved  that  you,  at  the  request  of  us,  have  refused  to 
commit  the  examination  of  the  election  of  our  well-beloved  in  Christ,  Master 
Walter  Gifford,  late  of  Bath  and  Wells  bishop  elect,  and  the  confirmation  of 
the  same  election,  unto  some  discreet  persons  of  our  realm ;  we  having  detained, 
and  as  vet  detaining,  the  same  Gifford  against  his  will,  that  he  might  not  repair 
personally  unto  you:  whereunto  common  right  and  the  very  custom  of  the 
realm  ought  to  have  led  you  un  requested,  whilst  you  abide  out  of  the  realm. 
Lest,  therefore,  our  too  much  patience  might  breed  in  you  a  contempt,  we  will 
you  to  understand,  that  henceforward  we  mean  to  bear  less  with  such  dealing, 
especially  in  these  days,  wherein  there  is  no  safe  passage  for  Englishmen  unto 
you  through  the  parts  of  France,  as  it  is  reported.    Wherefore  we  thought  good 
to  desire  your  fatherhood,  and  also  to  admonish  you,  giving  you,  moreover,  in 
charge  and  commandment,  and  upon  the  fealty  wherein  you  are  bound  unto  us, 
firmly  enjoining,  that  in  respect  of  the  aforesaid  election  and  other  ceremonies, 
you  come  personally  into  England,  to  execute  your  office  and  charge,  or  send 
some  other  in  your  room ;  or  at  least  procure  and  cause  some  discreet  persons 
of  our  realm,  whom  you  shall  repute  more  meet  for  this  matter,  to  serve  the 
turn  for  you  in  this  behalf:  lest,  if  with  contumacy  you  refuse  to  hear  our 
requests  and  commandments  the  second  time,  which  you  are  by  duty  bound  to 
obey,  we  be  compelled  to  take  indignation  against  you,  as  a  contemner  of  the 
rights,  the  liberties  and  the  customs  of  our  kingdom,  and  so  to  proceed  against 
you  more  sharply  by  way  of  revenge :  neither  will  we  suffer,  if  you  should  do 
otherwise,  that  the  revenues  of  your  said  archbishopric  shall  henceforth  be 
conveyed  unto  you  out  of  our  realm ;  but  as  you  refuse  the  burden,  so  will  we 
in  like  sort  do  what  we  can  to  withdraw,  hereafter,  the  profits  and  commodities 
from  you  during  your  abode  out  of  our  land.    Finally,  we,  if  need  shall  be,  are 
ready  to  give  you  a  sure  and  safe  conduct    Witness  the  king  at  St  Paul's  of 
London,  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  and  the  forty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

Now  after  all  this  ado,  we  read  that  at  last  Boniface  returned,  and 
becoming  more  holy  towards  his  end,  he  went  with  other  bishops  to 
the  king,  requesting  him,  that  being  mindful  of  the  decay  of  his  The  »<\- 
kingdom,  by  ecclesiastical  livings  bestowed  upon  strangers,  he  would 


hereafter  prefer  learned  and  godly  men  of  his  own  nation.  To  whom 
the  king  answered  that  he  would  willingly  do  it.  "  Wherefo^e,,,  said  hn^ii 

(« 
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/fry*  he,  M  I  think  it  meet  that  you,  who  are  a  stranger  and  unlearned, 

 —  and  also  ray  brother  Ethelmer,  bishop  of  Winchester,  whom  I  have 

A.  D.  preferred  to  such  dignities  only  for  kindred's  sake,  should  first  give 
examples  to  others,  and  forsake  your  churches,  and  I  will  provide 
mSSSt  otuer  learned  men  to  serve  in  them.'"    This  answer  of  the  king  so 
mOor   pierced  this  Boniface,  that  he  always  after  lived  a  wearisome  life  in 
luu^te,  England  ;  wherefore,  perceiving  himself  to  be  raisliked  of  the  king 
•'■a'ditui  an^  the  people,  he  desired  to  return  into  his  country,  and  thereupon, 
first  felling  and  selling  the  woods,  letting  out  the  archbishopric,  taking 
great  fines  of  his  tenants,  and  making  a  great  mass  of  money  of  the 
clergy  of  his  province,  he  went,  with  the  curse  of  all  men  into  Savoy ; 
where,  in  the  castle  of  St.  Helen's,  after  he  had  misgoverned  the  see 
six  and  twenty  years,  six  months,  and  sixteen  days  from  his  conse- 
cration, being  nine  and  twenty  years  from  his  first  election,  he  died 
the  fifteenth  of  the  kalends  of  August.    And  so  ceased  the  troubles 
between  the  king  and  the  said  bishop,  whose  contumacy,  with  that  of 
others  of  the  like  brood,  doth  largely  appear  in  this  book. 
Death        But  to  leave  Boniface  now  dead,  note  ye  this,*  that  in  this  year, 
urCS*    after  the  death  of  pope  Urban,  succeeded  (a.d.  1264)  pope  Cle- 
£2rti£  ment  IV.;  who,  as  amrmcth  Nicholas  Trivet,  was  first  a  married 
Pope      man,  and  had  a  wife  and  children,  and  was  the  solicitor  and  counsellor 
element  to  tne  prenci,  kjng .  tnci^  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  was  bishop, 

mHu  ^th  envied  Podiensis ;  after  that  archbishop  of  Narbonne ;  and  at  last 
a  wife     made  cardinal ;  who  being  sent  of  pope  Urban  as  a  legate,  for  the 
dreii?1111  reformation  of  peace,  in  his  absence  was  elected  pope  by  the  cardinals. 
Aquinaa  About  this  time  flourished  Thomas  Aquinas,  reader  at  Paris  among 
""niurt^*  the  Dominic  friars,  and  Bonaventure  among  the  Franciscan  friars.1 
at     • «  Now>  after  a]j  the  aforesaid  tumults  and  broils  of  the  king  and 
his  barons,  to  the  vexation  of  the  whole  land,  it  was  thought  meet 
and  necessary  that  all  parties  at  variance  should  be  reconciled ;  where- 
upon, it  was  concluded  amongst  them  as  followeth. 

A  Form  of  Peace  between  the  King  and  his  Ba^ons., 

This  is  the  form  of  peace  allowed  by  the  king  our  lord,  by  the  lord  Edward 
his  son,  by  all  the  prelates  and  peers,  and  by  the  whole  commonalty  of  the 
realm  of  England,  with  common  consent  and  agreement :  To  wit,  that  a  certain 
ordinance  or  decree  made  in  a  parliament  holden  at  London  about  the  feast  of 
the  nativity  of  St.  John  Baptist  last  past,  for  the  maintaining  and  keeping  of 
the  peace  of  the  realm,  shall  continue  all  the  days  of  the  said  king  our  sovereign 
lord,  and  the  time  of  the  lord  Edward,  after  he  shall  be  received  as  king,  even 
till  the  end  and  term  that  shall  be  thought  meet  and  convenient.  The  said 
ordinance  or  decree  is  this : 

For  the  redressing  of  the  state  of  the  realm  of  England,  let  there  be  chosen 
or  named  three  discreet  and  trusty  persons  of  the  realm,  who  may  have  autho- 
rity and  power  from  the  lord  the  king  to  choose  or  name,  in  the  king's  behalf, 
nine  counsellors ;  of  which  nine,  three  at  least,  by  course  or  turns,  may  always 
be  present  in  the  court  And  let  the  lord  the  king,  by  the  counsel  of  the  said 
nine,  order  and  dispose  of  the  keeping  of  castles,  and  the  managing  of  all  the 
affairs  in  his  realm.    Let  the  lord  the  king  also,  by  the  advice  of  the  aforesaid 

ensure  re,  and  other  officers,  greater  and 


appoint  justices,  chancellors,  treasurers,  and  other  officers,  greater 
in  those  matters  that  pertain  to  government  of  his  court  and  ; 


(I)  Ex  Nlch.  Tri»et. 

(1)  The  next  few  page*,  are  not  tn  the  Rdltiona  prertou*  to  ISM. — Ed. 

(3)  "  1  live  eat  forma  pacia  a  domino  repr,  et  domino  Kdwardo  fllio  »uo,  priclalit  et  proceribui 
nmnibua,  et  corom  imitate  tots  regnl  AngUa  cummuniter  «t  conoordlter  approoata,*  te.—  Turrit 
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The  choosers  or  namers  shall  swear  first,  that  according  to  conscience  they  Ilenry 
will  choose  or  name  such  counsellors  as  they  verily  believe  will  be  profitable  lu- 
and  trusty  in  respect  of  God's  honour,  the  church,  the  lord  the  king,  and  his   A  j) 
realm.    The  counsellors  likewise,  and  all  the  officers  greater  and  lesser  in  their   j  264 

creation  shall  swear,  that  to  the  uttermost  of  their  power  they  will  faithfully  — 

execute  their  offices  to  the  honour  of  God  and  of  the  church,  and  to  the  profit 
of  the  lord  the  king,  and  his  realm,  without  bribe  or  gift ;  meat  and  drink, 
which  are  commonly  wont  to  be  set  upon  the  table,  excepted.  And  if  so  be 
that  the  aforesaid  counsellors,  or  some  or  any  of  them,  in  the  charge  to  them 
committed  (whether  they  be  he  or  she),  have  behaved  themselves  ill,  or  that 
npon  some  other  occasion  such  officers  are  to  be  changed;  the  lord  the  king, 
by  the  counsel  of  the  three  former  choosers  or  namers,  may  remove  such  as  he 
shall  see  meet  to  be  removed;  and  in  their  rooms  by  the  same  men's  advice 
may  appoint  and  place  other  persons  trusty  and  serviceable. 

And  if  so  be  that  either  the  greater  officers,  or  the  lesser,  do  disorderly 
demean  themselves  in  their  offices,  the  lord  the  king,  by  the  counsel  of  the 
aforesaid  nine,  may  displace  them,  and  without  delay  by  the  same  advice  set 
others  in  their  room-  And  if  so  be  that  the  three  first  or  chief  choosers  or 
namers,  in  the  choice  or  naming  of  counsellors,  or  perhaps  the  counsellors  in 
the  creating  of  officers,  or  in  other  affairs  of  the  lord  the  king  and  the  realm  to 
be  ordered  or  done,  shall  be  at  disagreement,  then,  whatsoever  by  consent  of 
two  parts  shall  be  concluded  or  decreed,  let  the  same  be  firmly  kept  and 
observed;  so  that  of  those  two  parts,  one  be  a  prelate  of  the  church  in  the 
bivnoess  belonging  to  the  church :  and  if  it  so  happen,  that  two  parts  of  the 
said  nine  in  some  matter  disagree,  then  shall  they  for  their  variance  stand  to 
the  ordinance  of  the  three  first  choosers  or  namers  or  the  greater  part  of  them. 
And  if  so  be  it  seem  expedient  to  all  the  prelates  and  barons,  by  consent,  that 
some  or  one,  in  place  of  some  or  one  of  the  three  first  namers  be  put  and 
appointed,  then  let  the  lord  the  king,  by  the  counsel  of  all  the  prelates  and 
barons,  ordain  some  others,  or  one  other.    And  let  the  lord  the  king  do  ail  the 

S remises  by  the  advice  of  the  said  nine  in  manner  above  mentioned,  or  let  them 
o  it  in  the  lord  the  king's  behalf  and  by  his  authority,  by  this  present  ordi- 
nance to  continue  and  hold  out  till  such  time  as  this  agreement,  made  and 
afterwards  sealed  by  the  parties,  be  perfected  by  consent,  or  some  other  proviso 
be  had,  which  the  parties  by  consent  shall  judge  allowable. 

Th i -  ordinance  was  made  at  London,  by  the  consent,  will  and  commandment 
of  the  lord  the  king,  and  also  of  the  prelates  and  barons,  with  the  commonalty 
then  and  there  present  In  witness  whereof  R.  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  H. 
Bishop  of  Ely,  R.  Earl  of  Norfolk  and  marshal  of  England,  Robert  de  Vcre, 
Earl  of  Oxford,  Humphrey  de  Bohune,  William  de  Monte  Caniso,  and  the  mayor 
of  London,  to  this  writing  have  set  their  seals.  Acted  in  the  parliament  a* 
London  in  the  month  of  June  a.d.  1264. 

It  is  also  ordained,  that  the  state  of  the  English  church  shall  be  reformed  Reforms  - 
into  a  state  meet  and  convenient.  church"'* 
It  is  also  ordained,  that  the  three  choosers  above  named  and  counsellors,  of  No  (lrmn. 
whom  mention  is  made  in  the  said  ordinance  at  London,  and  the  keepers  of  gtr*  t»  be 
castles  and  others  the  king's  bailiffs  be  homebred.  And  as  for  strangers  bom,  j£*h*'* 
let  them  come,  tarry,  and  depart  peaceably,  as  well  laymen  willing  to  dwell  king'*' 
upon  their  possessions,  as  clergymen  residing  upon  their  benefices. 

Merchants  also,  and  all  others,  to  further  ana  see  to  their  affairs,  shall  come 
freely,  and  tarry  peaceably ;  but  yet  conditionally,  so  they  come  without  armour 
and  a  suspected  multitude.    And  that  none  of  them  be  received  in  any  sort 


into  any  office  or  bailiwick  in  the  realm,  or  otherwise  in  the  king's  house  and 
service  be  entertained.  As  for  the  charters  of  general  liberties'  and  forests 
granted  unto  the  homebred  of  late  by  the  king,  and  the  statutes  made  upon 
revoking  of  grievances,  which  the  lord  the  king,  the  third  year  past,  in  every 
shire  by  his  Tetters  patent  hath  caused  to  be  published,  with  the  commendable 
customs  of  his  realm,  and  a  long  time  allowed,  let  them  be  for  ever  observed : 
and  that  it  might  be  provided  how  they  may  be  better  and  more  soundly 
observed,  it  is  also  provided,  that  the  lord  the  king^,  and  the  lord  Edward,  the 
barons  and  those  that  stand  with  them,  let  go  all  injury  and  rancour,  so  that 
they  neither  grieve,  nor  suffer  to  be  grieved  by  any  of  theirs,  any  one  of  them 
by  occasion  of  things  done  in  the  hurly-burly  past,  and  also  cause  all  their 
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Hmr)  bailiffs  at  the  undertaking  of  their  bailiwicks,  that  they  shall  grieve  none  by 
the  occasion  aforesaid,  but  shall  do  justice  and  right  to  everybody  with  equality. 
7  p    And  let  there  be  good  security  provided  how  all  these  things  may  be  firmly 
]  jm*  observed. 

When  this  agreement  was  despatched,  to  set  the  realm  in  some 
quietness,  a  little  leisure  was  allowed  to  look  into  the  losses  and 
damages  of  the  church,  whereupon  it  was  provided  as  followeth. 


Of  the  repairing  of  Trespasses  committed  against  the  Church. 

It  is  provided  by  common  assent  of  the  king,  of  the  prelates,  earls,  and 
barons  of  the  land,  that  the  trespasses  which  are  committed  against  the  church 
of  England,  by  reason  of  the  tumults  and  wars  that  have  been  in  this  realm  of 
England,  shull  be  reformed  and  amended  in  this  manner. 

There  shall  be  chosen  by  the  earls  and  great  estates  of  the  land,  with  the 
liking  and  assent  of  the  prelates,  three  bishops  authorized  and  having  full 
power  to  establish  and  provide  for  such  reasonable  amends,  as  are  to  be  made 
for  the  aforesaid  trespass  committed  against  holy  church,  so  far  forth  as  shall  be 
fit  and  convenient. 

Those  that  shall  be  found  excommunicated,  shall  be  absolved  in  form  of  right 
by  such  as  have  power  and  authority  so  to  do. 

The  authority  of  the  prelates  shall  be  established  in  this  manner :  First,  it 
shall  be  faithfully  undertaken  by  the  earls,  justices,  and  the  other  laymen  of 
the  king's  council,  and  other  great  barons  of  the  realm,  that  all  those  things 
which  the  prelates  that  shall  be  chosen  shall  reasonably  ordain  and  appoint  by 
wav  of  reformation,  they  themselves  shall  observe  and  fulfil,  and  shall  do  their 
endeavour  faithfully  to  cause  the  same  to  be  observed  by  others,  and  thereof 
they  shall  deliver  their  letters  patent 

Moreover,  unto  the  prelates,  after  they  shall  be  chosen,  full  power  shall  be 
granted  by  the  king,  and  the  commonalty,  the  earls,  barons,  ana  great  men  of 
the  land,  to  ordain  those  things  which  are  needful  and  profitable  to  the  full 
reformation  of  the  estate  of  holy  church,  to  the  honour  due  to  the  fealty  of  our 
lord  the  king,  and  to  the  profit  of  the  realm.  And  that  the  promise  made  by 
the  king,  and  by  the  earls  and  barons  aforesaid,  and  by  the  other  great  men  of 
the  land,  may  appear  to  be  made  in  good  faith,  they  shall  thereof  make  their 
letters  patent,  to  wit  of  things  that  have  been  done  a  year  past  befote  the  last 
Easter. 

If  any  be  found  that  will  not  stand  to  the  ordinance  and  appointment  of  the 
prelates  in  the  causes,  and  according  to  the  form  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  compelled 
thereunto  by  doom  of  holy  church ;  yea,  if  need  be,  he  shall  be  thereunto  forced 
by  the  secular  power.  And  that  it  may  the  better  be  done,  the  justice  shall 
have  a  hundred  or  more  of  choice  men  at  arms,  or  Serjeants,  soldiers  elect,  to 
distrain  the  malefactors  when  by  the  said  prelates  he  shall  be  required.  Those 
soldiers  to  be  sustained  of  the  common  goods  of  holy  church,  during  the  time 
they  shall  be  employed  in  that  business.  And  this  ordinance  shall  continue  for 
a  year  or  two,  till  such  time  as  matters  be  quieted,  and  that  the  provisions  of 
the  prelates,  and  the  peace  of  the  land  be  well  observed. 

Provided  always,  that  the  profits  of  benefices  of  holy  church  belonging  to 
aliens,  and  others  that  have  been  enemies  to  the  land,  shall  be  collected  and 
safely  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  prelates,  until  such  time  as  order  be  taken  by 
common  advice  what  is  to  be  done  therewithal.  And  for  the  more  assurance 
and  further  testimony  hereof,  the  king  and  the  high  estates  of  the  laud  have 
unto  this  writing  set  their  seals. 

Besides  all  this  it  was  considered,  that  non-residency  being  a  default 
blameworthy,  deserved  reformation.  To  this  the  king  having  special 
regard,  wrote  his  mind  to  the  bishop  of  Hereford  for  the  redress  of 
the  same ;  whose  letter,  because  it  is  memorable,  and  convenient 
matter  is  therein  contained  for  non-residents  of  our  time,  we  have 
here  introduced  according  to  the  record. 
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A  Letter  of  King  Henry  III.,  directed  to  the  Bishop  of  Hereford,  Benn 

concerning  Non-residents.1   !_ 

The  king  to  the  bishop  of  Hereford  sendeth  greeting.  Pastors  or  shepherds  ^*  ^* 
are  set  over  flocks,  that  by  exercising  themselves  in  watching  over  them  day  126-1. 
and  night,  they  may  know  their  own  cattle  by  their  look,  bring  the  hunger-  Against 
starved  sheep  into  the  meadows  of  fruitfulness,  and  the  straying  ones  into  one  non-re*l- 
fold  by  the  word  of  salvation,  and  the  rod  of  correction  ;  and  to  do  their  endea-  v„\7ttt. 
vour  that  unity  indissolubly  may  be  kept.  But  some  there  be  who,  damnably 
despising  this  doctrine,  and  not  knowing  to  discern  their  own  cattle  from  others, 
do  take  away  the  milk  and  the  wool,  not  caring  how  the  Lord's  flock  may  be 
nourished  ;  they  catch  up  the  temporal  goods,  and  who  perisheth  in  their  parish 
with  famishment,  or  miscarrieth  in  manners  they  regard  not ;  which  men 
deserve  not  to  be  called  pastors,  but  rather  hirelings.  And  that  even  we,  in 
these  days,  removing  ourselves  into  the  borders  of  Wales  to  take  order  for 
the  disposing  of  the  garrisons  of  our  realm,  have  found  this  default  in  your 
church  of  Hereford,  we  report  it  with  grief ;  for  that  we  have  found  there  a 
church  destitute  of  a  pastor's  comfort,  as  having  neither  bishop  nor  official, 
vicar  nor  dean,  who  may  exercise  any  spiritual  function  and  duty  in  the  same. 
But  the  church  itself  (which  in  time  past  was  wont  to  flow  in  delight,  and  had 
canons  that  tended  upon  days'  and  nights'  service,  and  that  ought  to  exercise 
the  works  of  charity),  at  their  forsaking  the  church,  and  leading  their  lives  in 
countries  far  hence,  has  put  off*  her  stole  or  robe  of  pleasure,  and  fallen  to 
the  ground,  bewailing  the  loss  of  her  widowhood,  and  none  among  all 
her  friends  and  lovers  will  comfort  her.  Verily  while  we  beheld  this,  and 
considered  it  diligently,  the  prick  of  pity  did  move  our  bowels,  and  the  sword 
of  comnassion  did  inwardly  wound  our  heart  very  sorely,  that  we  could  no 
longer  dissemble  so  great  an  injury  done  to  our  mother  the  church,  nor  pass 
the  same  over  uncorrected. 

Wherefore  we  command  and  straitly  charge  you,  that  all  occasions  set  aside,  NonreM- 
you  endeavour  to  remove  yourselves  with  all  possible  speed  unto  your  said  dentl 
church,  and  there  personally  to  execute  the  pastoral  charge  committed  unto 
you  in  the  same.  Otherwise  we  will  you  to  know  for  certainty  that  if  you  have  to  be  per- 
not  a  care  to  do  this,  we  will  wholly  take  into  our  own  hands  all  the  temporal  f™*^ 
goods,  and  whatsoever  else  doth  belong  unto  the  barony  of  the  same  church,  bent  and 
which  goods,  for  spiritual  exercise'  sake  therein,  it  is  certain  our  progenitors  of  "biding 
a  godly  devotion  have  bestowed  thereupon.    And  such  goods  and  duties  as  we  elr 
have  commanded  hitherto  to  be  gathered  and  safely  kept  and  turned  to  the  note, 
profit  and  commodity  of  the  same  church,  the  cause  now  ceasing  we  will  seize 
upon,  and  suffer  no  longer  that  he  shall  reap  temporal  thing*,  who  feareth 
not  irreverently  to  withdraw  and  keep  back  spiritual  things,  whereunto  by  office 
and  duty  he  is  bound ;  or  that  he  shall  receive  any  profits  who  refuseth  to 
undergo  and  bear  the  burdens  of  the  same.    Witness  the  king  at  Hereford,  the 
first  of  June,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

About  this  time  (as  appeareth  by  course  of  record,  and  thereby  Ansa- 
may  well  be  gathered)  a  redress  of  certain  sects  was  intended  ;  among  SnSk 
which  one  by  name  especially  occurreth,  and  called  the  Assembly  of  j^1*0* 
Harlots;  a  kind  of  people  of  a  lewd  disposition  and  uncivil.  Of  their  cgM^ 
manners  and  life  the  king  having  been  informed,  addressed  his  letters  wberfby 
to  the  sheriff  of  Oxfordshire,  a  place  which  they  haunted,  and  wherein  » 
they  practised  their  evil  conversation ;  whose  letter  here  followeth. 

A  Letter  of  King  Henry  III.  to  the  Sheriff  of  Oxfordshire,  concern- 
ing the  Banishment  of  an  unlawful  assembly  called  Harlots,  out  of 
that  Country.* 

The  king  to  the  sheriff  of  Oxfordshire  sendeth  greeting.  Because  we  under- 
stand that  there  be  certain  vagrant  persons  who  call  themselves  Harlots,  ~ 


may  be 
alherrd 
the  an- 
cientnrM 
of  that 


(1)  "  Rex  epiacopo  Hereford,  salutem.  Paatore*  gregibus  pr*ponuntur  ut  die!  nortUque  vigilaa 
exercendo,"  Sec— Turrit  Lond. 

(S)  "Rex  vIc.Oxon.Mlutcm.  Quia  intellexlmut  quod  quldam,  qui  *<■ 
otium  foventea,  in  direraii  partibus  regni  noatrl,  co>  grtgatiui.es  tt  coot 
iUlcitoa,"  ace— Turria  Loud. 
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Hmrg  taining  idleness  in  divers  parts  of  our  realm,  most  shamelessly  making  their 

IIL     meetings,  assemblies,  and  unlawful  matches  against  the  honesty  of  the  church 
A..  I),   and  good  manners,  which  abuse  we  will  not,  neither  ought  we  to  suffer ;  we 
12G1.  charge  thee  that  on  our  behalf  thou  forbid  the  said  Harlots  henceforth  in  the 
— —  said  countries  to  make  any  more  such  meetings,  conventicle,  or  contracts  ;  or 
to  presume  according  to  their  lewd  manner  and  wonted  fashion  to  rogue  about 
our  realm ;  and  hereto  thou  shalt  (if  need  be)  bind  them,  as  by  law  may  be 
done.    Wherein  so  behave  thyself  in  this  behalf,  as  we  mav  commend  thy 
diligence.    Witness  the  king  at  Reading  the  twenty-third  of  November,  in  the 
forty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

What  manner  of  persons  these  were,  or  what  their  conversation 
was,  it  doth  not  further  appear ;  nevertheless  by  the  premises  it  may 
seem  to  be  some  pretended  order  of  religion.  And  it  is  must  pro- 
bable that  the  reproachful  name  of  harlot  had  its  beginning  from 
hence. 

To  conclude  with  special  matters  of  the  church,  wherein  we  have 
made  somewhat  the  longer  delay,  by  occasion  of  such  necessary 
records  as  came  to  hand,  and  brought  with  them  their  necessary  use, 
this  one  remembrance,  notwithstanding,  remaineth,  no  less  worthy  of 
note  than  the  rest,  and  falling  within  the  revolution  of  the  forty-eighth 
year  of  this  king's  reign,  a  year  of  great  trouble,  as  by  the  premises 
may  be  gathered. 

You  arc  therefore  to  note  that  at  this  time  the  prelates  of  England 
stood  upon  their  pantofles,  and  jolly  fellows  (I  tell  you)  they  would 
be  known  to  be.  For  in  an  inquisition  made  after  the  death  of  one 
Alfred  of  Lincoln,  being,  as  is  supposed,  a  baron  of  this  realm,  there 
is  found,  among  other  things,  as  followeth  :!  "  The  before  named 
Alfred  held  a  certain  piece  of  the  park  of  Dunetish  and  Tilei  of  the 
abbot  of  Ccrne,  by  service  of  holding  his  stirrup  when  the  abbot 
should  take  horseback,  and  to  give  him  place  in  the  shire  at  such 
time  as  he  should  be  present."  The  circumstances  hereof  being 
considered,  together  with  the  time  when  it  was  done,  give  probable 
cause  to  conjecture  that  the  occasion  of  this  matter  came  by  this 
means :  viz.  That  whereas  the  said  abbot  was  desirous  to  enlarge  his 
park,  and  could  not  so  do  but  by  purchasing  part  of  some  other 
ground  next  adjoining,  whereof  the  said  abbot  was  owner,  he  was 
therefore  constrained  either  to  lack  that  he  liked,  or  to  admit  such 
conditions  as  pleased  my  lord  abbot;  who,  like  a  lord,  as  you  see, 
was  content  to  let  him  have  his  land,  reserving  such  service  as  is 
above  said.  Wherein  should  be  noted  the  pomp  of  prelates  in  those 
days,  and  how  near  they  drew  in  imitation  to  the  pope,  in  whose  foot- 
steps they  trod. 

But  leaving  these  affairs  of  the  church  and  churchmen,  into  which 
we  have  gone  somewhat  largely,  we  will  now  enter  into  other  troubles 
of  the  temporal  state.  You  heard  before  of  a  pacification  concluded 
between  the  king  and  his  barons,  a.d.  1264;  the  same  having  been 
admitted  by  mutual  and  common  consent  of  the  temporality  and 
clergy.  Nevertheless,  as  a  sore  not  well  searched  and  tented,  but 
superficially  and  overly  skinned,  doth  break  out  into  a  more  danger- 
ous botch,  so  it  came  to  pass  among  the  lords  and  barons ;  betwixt 

(n^-Qtmd  picdictua  Auuredut  tcnult  quandam  partkulamputap  d*  DunrtUh  et  T^^^ 
dL^eTtocE^  innmlWu'S'op^u  juum^qumndo  rite*  dcl»t  iMxnden  «juum  ilium,  et 
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whom  no  such  firm  reconciliation  was  made  as  was  likely  long  to  last ;  Htnry 
whereupon  ensued,  after  secret  grudge  and  privy  hatred,  open  arms 


and  conflicts.*  A.D. 

For  in  this  year,  the  sons  of  Simon  the  earl,  to  wit,  Henry,  *265> 
Simon,  and  Guido,  being  all  puffed  up,  and  with  the  pride  of  their 
success  elevated,  did  that  which  not  at  all  contented  the  earl  of 
Gloucester ;  insomuch  that  he  challenged  Henry  the  eldest  son  of 
the  carl  Simon  Mountfort  at  the  barriers,  to  be  tried  at  Northampton. 
But  that  challenge  was  taken  up,  lest  some  further  inconvenience  Diwen- 
might  have  arisen  thereof.    But  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  being  moved  f^^, 
therewith  in  his  mind,  sent  unto  his  father  the  earl,  that  he  should  Hmn 
deliver  him  such  prisoners,  being  noblemen,  as  he  took  at  the  battle  Tth  of" 
of  Lewes ;  among  whom  the  king  of  Almain  was  named  first.    But  °s1rouce«- 
he,  by  countermand,  answered  him,  and  said :  that  it  might  content 
and  satisfy  him,  for  that  he  had  saved  and  preserved  to  him  his 
lands,  on  the  day  the  battle  was  fought  at  Lewes ;  and  that  further- 
more he  would  not  send  him  such  prisoners  as  he  demanded,  and 
that  he  himself  kept  more  noble  than  they  in  the  castle  of  Dover. 
Among  them  was  John  Basset,  who  undermined  and  threw  down 
the  walls  of  Northampton,  at  that  conflict,  as  is  before  specified. 

The  earl  of  Gloucester,  being  displeased,  as  soon  as  he  heard  this,  n»*  earl 
sent  incontinently  to  the  lord  Roger  Mortimer,  who  always  took  the  £[,^!°"nd 
king's  part,  desiring  that  they  two  might  talk  together  touching  the  RjjfljL 
benefit  and  commodity  of  the  king.    Roger,  doubting  some  deceit,  w^'piTe" 
desired  sureties  and  pledges  for  his  safe  return,  if  he  would  come  to  " 
talk  with  him.    When  they  met,  and  had  a  while  talked  familiarly, 
the  earl  of  Gloucester  showed  him  all  that  he  was  purposed  to  do, 
and  that  further,  he  lamented  he  had  so  much  and  so  greatly  offended 
the  king ;  and  that  he  would,  with  all  his  power  and  ability  make 
amends  for  that  offence,  in  the  restitution  of  the  king  again  to  his 
kingly  dignity,  as  much  as  he  possibly  might.    Therefore  they  sent 
secretly  to  Robert,  the  brother  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  who  was 
near  about  the  earl  Simon,  and  made  him  to  consent  with  them 
therein.    And,  to  work  this  thing  more  circumspectly,  when  oppor- 
tunity might  serve,  Roger  Mortimer  sent  to  the  king's  son  a  horse 
excelling  all  others  in  footmanship,  which  he  might  be  sure  to  trust, 
when  he  saw  convenient  time.    Things  being  thus  contrived,  prince 
Edward  desired  leave  of  the  earl  to  prove  his  courser  against  such 
time  as  he  should  ride  at  the  tilt,  as  they  might  when  they  listed. 
As  soon  as  he  had  got  leave,  and  when  with  galloping  and  ranging 
the  field,  he  had  wearied  divers  of  their  horses,  at  last  getting  up  upon 
the  horse  which  for  that  purpose  was  sent,  and  spying  a  servant  on 
horseback  coming  toward  him  with  two  swords,  he  turned  about  to 
his  keeper,  whose  name  was  Robert  de  Rose,  and  to  others  his  play- 
fellows that  were  with  him,  saying,  "  My  loving  lords,  thus  long  have  Prince 
I  kept  you  company,  and  have  been  in  your  custodies  ;  and  now  not  e»c»i*th 
purposing  to  use  your  companies  any  longer,  I  betake  me  to  God."  S^Jor 
And  quickly  turning  his  horse  about,  put  to  the  spurs,  and  away  JJJ** 
went  he.    The  others  pricked  after  apace,  but  yet  came  far  enough  train, 
behind,  and  overtake  him  they  could  not.    At  last,  when  they  saw 
Roger  Mortimer  coming  from  his  castle  of  Wigmore,  accomp;  anied 
with  many  armed  men,  to  meet  him,  as  before  it  was  appointed,  they 

vol.  IX.  o  o 
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returned  home  again  as  wise  as  when  they  came  forth.  And  when 
this  the  prince's  escape  was  divulged,  much  people  came  to  him  out 


A.  D.  of  every  quarter,  with  great  joy  thereof ;  amongst  whom,  the  first 
12G5,  was  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  the  other  soldiers  of  the  king,  who 
had  now  long  lain  at  Bristol  and  thereabouts,  and  within  a  short 
space  he  had  a  great  and  a  mighty  host. 

When  the  carl  Simon  understood  this  he  much  doubted  and  mis- 
trusted himself ;  and  sending  into  Wales,  he  got  from  thence  a  great 
Eari  si-  many  men,  and  augmented  his  power  as  strongly  as  he  might,  from 
aii'Easte  cvcry  part  0I*  England.    He  sent  also  his  son  Simon,  to  the  noblemen 
r'-meV'  °^       north  parts,  that  with  all  possible  speed  he  might  bring  them 
*  l*wer'  with  him ;  who  with  a  great  company  came  to  him,  and  at  Kenilworth 
awhile  they  staid,  and  there  pitched  their  tents.  But  leaving  that  town 
for  a  certain  time,  they  went  to  Winchester,  and  spoiled  the  same,  and 
then  returned  again  to  Kenilworth.    And  when  this  was  declared  to 
Edward  the  king's  son,  who  was  then  at  Worcester,  by  a  certain 
spy,  whom  he  had  got  after  he  came  from  Gloucester  a  little 
before ;  he  prepared  himself  with  his  soldiers  in  the  night  season, 
to  go  to  the  place  where  the  spy  should  bring  him,  which  was 
into  a  deep  valley,  near  unto  the  place  where  Simon  and  his  company 
had  pitched.  Aud  in  the  morning  very  early,  when  they  were  about 
to  arm  themselves,  and  prepare  their  horses,  they  heard  a  great  noise 
enter""'  °^  ^e'u  encm'cs  coming  towards  them.    Then,  thinking  that  the 
pr«»e  of   latter  had  prepared  themselves  against  their  coming,  and  so  had  been 
Edward  betrayed,  they  set  forth  in  battle  array,  marching  forwards,  till  they 
mSm*  met  ^rtai11  °f  tne>r  enemies  straggling  in  long  wings,  thinking  to 
have  gone  a  foraging,  and  to  have  sought  for  victuals ;  whom  they 
took,  and,  with  their  fresh  horses,  new-mounted  their  soldiers  who  had 
had  their  horses  tired  with  long  travel,  and  so  marching  forward, 
came  very  early  in  the  morning  upon  their  enemies,  whom  for  the 
most  part  they  found  sleeping ;  and  laying  lustily  about  them,  they 
slew  divers ;  some  they  took,  the  rest  they  put  to  flight,  and  fifteen 
of  their  chief  ensigns  they  took,  with  many  other  rich  spoils.  But 
young  Simon  himself  lodged  in  the  castle,  who,  with  a  few,  escaped 
and  fled.    And  this  was  the  fourth  day  before  the  nones  of  August, 
a.  o.  1265. 

The  dis.     But  when  Edward  heard  that  earl  Simon  was  coming  toward 
jH«it.g  of  Kenilworth,  to  join  with  his  son's  battle,  he  marched  forward  to  meet 
p™i£'»   him  the  third  clay  after  at  Evesham,  where  he  divided  his  host  into 
aKain»t    three  battles,  he  himself  having  the  leading  of  one,  the  earl  of 
ea^bi    Gloucester  of  the  second,  and  Roger  Mortimer  of  the  third,  who 
IiUEve»-  03X116  uPon  their  backs.    The  king's  son  Edward  came  northward, 
ham.     as  though  he  came  from  Kenilworth  to  Evesham ;  and  because 
he  would  not  be  descried,  he  caused  his  own  standards  and  ensigns 
to  be  taken  down,  and  young  Simons,  which  he  had  taken  before,  to 
be  advanced.    But  the  earl  Simon's  scurier,  whose  name  was 
Nicholas,  showed  the  earl  that  such  bands  and  companies  were 
inarching  towards  him  ;  who,  thinking  the  same  to  have  been  Lis 
son  Simon's  power,  not  knowing  of  the  overthrow  which  he  had  just 
had,  gave  small  credit  thereunto,  till  the  said  Nicholas,  the  better  to 
descry  them,  went  up  to  the  abbey  steeple  of  Evesham,  where  he 
might  plainly  discern  them  all  and  their  standards.    By  tins  time 
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they  had  mounted  the  hill  which  they  had  been  labouring  to  /wa 

attain,  thinking  to  have  that  vantage  when  they  should  give  their  lu' 

charge  as  they  had  purposed;  Edward  also  had  advanced  again  A.D. 
his  own  standards,  and  nad  pulled  down  Simon's,  whereby  they 


were  the  more  easily  descried  and  known.    Then  the  aforesaid  Prince 
Nicholas  cried  aloud  to  the  carl  Simon,  and  said,  "  We  are  all  £5 
but  dead  men ;  for  it  is  not  your  son,  as  you  suppose,  that  cometh,  *£cd; 
but  it  is  Edward  the  king's  son  that  cometh  from  one  part,  and  the  *ari  u 
the  carl  of  Gloucester  from  another  part,  and  Roger  Mortimer  S£ue<T 
from  the  third  part."    Then  said  the  earl,  "  The  Lord  be  merciful 
unto  our  souls,  forasmuch  as  our  bodies  and  lives  are  now  in  their 
hands      and  so  saying,  he  commanded  that  every  man  should 
make  himself  ready  to  God,  and  to  fight  out  the  field,  for  that 
it  was  their  wills  to  die  for  their  laws,  and  in  a  just  quarrel ;  and 
such  as  would  depart,  he  gave  leave  to  go  their  ways,  that  they 
should  be  no  discomfiture  to  the  rest. 

Then  came  unto  him  his  eldest  son  Henry,  and  comforted  him ; 
desiring  him  to  .  have  no  despair,  nor  yet  mistrust  in  the  good 
success  of  this  victory,  with  other  such  cheerful  words.  "  No,  my 
son,""  saith  he,  "  I  despair  not ;  but  yet,  it  is  thy  presumption,  and  The 
the  pride  of  the  rest  of  thy  brethren  that  hath  brought  me  to  this  earidsi°f 
end  you  see ;  notwithstanding,  yet  I  trust  I  shall  die  to  God,  and  {^"J" 
in  a  righteous  quarrel.""    After  words  of  comfort  given  to  all  his  host, 
and  the  oration  made  as  is  the  manner,  they  all  armed  themselves. 
The  king  also,  whom  the  earl  always  kept  with  him,  he  armed  in  an 
armour  of  his  own  ;  and  then  dividing  their  forces,  they  marched 
towards  their  enemies.    But  before  they  joined,  the  Welshmen  ran 
their  ways,  and  thinking  to  escape  over  the  river  Dee,  were  there, 
some  drowned,  and  some  slain.  Then  when  the  battle  joined  and 
came  to  handy  strokes,  within  short  space  many  of  the  carl's  part 
fell  and  were  slain  ;  and  the  king  himself  being  struck  at,  cried  with  King 
a  loud  voice  to  them,  saying,  "  Kill  me  not,  I  am  Henry  your  king."  Sy  * 
And  with  these  the  king's  words,  the  lord  Adam  Monthaut  knew  him,  Jjjfjj^j. 
and  saved  him.    At  his  voice  and  cry  came  also  prince  Edward  his  j^Jj^J1 
son,  and  delivered  him  to  the  guard  and  custody  of  certain  knights.  bU  voice, 
In  the  mean  season  the  earl  Simon  was  liard  bestead  and  beaten  down,  *i}eu"by 
and  also  slain  before  Edward  the  prince  came  at  him.    Howbeit l,u  ,on 
before  he  fell,  when  as  he  fought  for  life,  and  Henry  his  son,  and 
other  noblemen  on  his  part  were  about  him,  he  brake  out  into  these 
words  unto  his  enemies,  saying,  "  What,  is  there  no  mercy  and  com- 
passion with  you  ?"  Who  again  answered,  "  What  compassion  should 
there  be  showed  to  traitors  ?"    Then  said  he,   "  The  Lord  be  Earl  si- 
merciful  unto  our  souls,  our  bodies  are  in  your  hands."    And  as  soon  ™°""aiid 
as  these  words  were  spoken,  they  mangled  his  body,  and  divided  his  ™™J 
members,  and  cut  off  nis  head,  which  head  Roger  Mortimer  sent  unto  iord« 
his  wife.  And  not  far  off  from  him  also  were  slain  Henry,  his  eldest  son,  " 
the  lord  Hugh  Spenser,  the  Lord  Radulph  Basset,  the  lord  Thomas  de 
Hestele,  the  lord  William  Mandeville,  the  lord  John  Bcauchamp,  the 
lord  Guido  Baillofer,  the  lord  Roger  Rowley,  and  many  other  noble- 
men besides,  with  a  great  multitude  of  people  ;  the  Lord  knoweth 
how  many.  This  battle  was  fought  in  the  month  of  August,  and  con- 
tinued from  one  o'clock  till  it  was  night ;  in  the  which  was  not  so 
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//rnrjr  much  as  one  man  on  the  carl's  part,  of  any  estimation,  fortitude,  and 
courage,  but  in  that  battle  lost  his  life ;  except  the  lord  John,  who  by 


A.  I),  the  great  grace  of  God  escaped  death.  Neither  is  this  to  be  forgotten 
12r>5,  that  the  same  day,  being  Tuesday,  at  that  very  hour,  when  the  battle 
began,  which  was  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  there  was  such  a 
darkness  over  all,  such  thunder  and  tempest,  that  the  like  before  that 
time  was  never  seen,  being  very  calm  and  fair  weather  both  immediately 
before  and  after;  which  seemed  (saith  mine  author)  to  give  plain 
demonstration  of  that  which  afterwards  chanced  and  followed. 
a.d.1166.     After  this  great  slaughter  and  overthrow  there  was  a  parliament 
a  pariia  summoned  at  Winchester  by  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  others 
Summon  on  his  part.    Here,  by  the  way,  is  to  be  considered,  that  the  king 
win'he.-  altnough  he  was  in  the  camp  of  the  earl  of  Leicester,  being  then  in 
t",  kinR  custody,  and  his  son  Edward  with  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  yet  the 
■pOnV  king  was  on  that  side  against  his  will,  and  therefore  in  the  said 
huTe  l°  pRrliament  the  king  was  restored  to  his  kingly  dignity,  which  was 
gaiii>.    before  that  time  under  the  custody  of  the  barons.    But  after  the 
battle  was  ended  and  done,  certain  of  them  that  loved  the  earl,  upon 
an  old  ladder  gathered  up  such  parts  of  his  body  as  remained,  and 
covering  the  same  with  an  old  gown,  brought  it  to  Evesham,  where 
they,  putting  the  same  in  a  fair  linen  cloth,  buried  it  in  the  church. 
But  not  long  after,  such  as  thought  themselves  not  sufficiently 
revenged  bv  his  death,  to  wreak  them  of  the  dead  corpse,  took  up  the 
same  and  tlirew  it  into  another  place,  saying,  that  he  who  was  both 
accursed,  and  a  traitor,  was  not  worthy  of  christian  burial. 

The  same  year  also  died  W alter  Cantilupc,  bishop  of  Winchester, 
after  whom  succeeded  Nicholas  of  Ely,  the  king's  chancellor. 

The  same  year  the  king,  perceiving  that  unless  the  castle  of  Kenil- 
worth  were  recovered,  and  the  boldness  of  them  restrained  who  kept 
the  same,  many  evils  and  inconveniences  might  ensue  thereupon,  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  kingdom,  for  that  the  number  increased  every 
day  more  and  more,  wasting  and  spoiling  the  country  all  about, 
gathered  an  army  and  came  down  to  Warwick ;  where  he  tarried 
awhile  expecting  the  meeting  and  assembling  of  his  marquisses  and 
lords,  with  ensigns  and  other  saultablc  munition.    When  their  bands 
were  furnished  and  mustered,  and  all  things  ready,  on  the  morrow 
after  Midsummer-day  he  displayed  his  banner,  and  began  his  voyage, 
marching  towards  Kenilworth,  and  besieged  the  same.    During  the 
Kenii-    siege,  by  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the  king,  the  pope's  legate,  and 
™°nc  bf-  other  noblemen,  twelve  persons  were  chosen  who  should  have  the 
UuUofr  d'sposinff  of  those  things  that  pertained  to  the  state  of  the  realm,  and 
to  those  that  had  lost  their  lands  and  inheritances ;  who  amongst 
other  things,  made  and  established  this  one  proviso,  that  was  com- 
Kenii-    monly  called  the  Kenilworth  decree  :  that  all  those  who  had  lost  their 
worth  de-  jan(js  b_  attainder  (although  not  yet  attained)  should  fine  there-for 


th*  duin  at  ^c  ^mS  8  pleasure,  and  take  their  lands  of  him  again ;  paying 
some  two,  some  three,  and  some  four  years'  revenues  of  the  same, 
according  to  the  quality  of  the  crime  and  offence  committed.  All 
which  provisions  were  established  and  confirmed  as  well  by  the 
corporal  oath,  as  by  signing  of  the  same  with  the  liands  and  seals  of 
all  the  prelates  and  clergy  of  England,  there  assembled  for  that 
purpose  by  the  pope's  legate,  upon  the  feast  of  All  Saints.  These 
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things  finished,  messengers  were  sent  on  the  kings  behalf,  as  well  to 

those  that  kept  the  castle  of  Kenil worth,  as  also  to  those  that  were  _ 

assembled  in  the  isle  of  Ely  ;  willing  them  to  come  under  the  pro-  A.  I). 
tcction  of  the  king's  peace,  and  yield  to  the  aforesaid  provisos, 
established  by  the  twelve  commissioners ;  who  altogether  answered 
and  said,  that  they  would  in  nowise  condescend  thereunto,  both  as  it 


w.>s  done  without  their  consents,  not  being  called  unto  it,  and  also  as  bydiver,»- 
the  said  decree  was  over-strait  and  intolerable.  Within  a  short  space 
after,  great  famine  and  pestilence  chanced  amongst  those  who  kept 
the  castle,  insomuch  that  they  were  without  any  hope  of  keeping  tin- 
same  ;  wherefore,  soon  after,  the  king  sending  again  to  them  to  yield 
the  castle  and  take  their  pardons,  they,  consulting  together  of  their  own 
estate,  thus  answered  the  king's  messengers :  "  If  it  please  the  king 
and  his  council  to  permit  us  to  send  our  messenger  to  the  lord  Simon 
Mountfort,  who  is  beyond  the  sea,  that  he  may  come  by  a  certain  day 
to  the  defence  of  this  his  garrison  and  fort,  and  that  in  the  mean 
space  we  be  not  disturbed  by  the  king's  army  that  hath  environed  us, 
till  the  return  of  our  messengers ;  if,  by  the  day  appointed,  he  come 
not,  we  will  yield  up  the  same,  so  that  we  may  be  pardoned  of  life, 
limb,  and  moveables.'" 

When  the  messengers  were  returned,  and  had  declared  to  the  king 
their  answer,  ne,  consulting  with  his  nobles  about  the  matter,  agreed 
unto  their  petitions,  and  caused  the  truce  to  be  proclaimed  through- 
out all  his  camp,  after  sufficient  hostages  were  on  either  side  given 
for  the  performance  of  the  same ;  whereupon  they  set  forward  their 
messengers,  as  before  was  said  they  would.    But  after  many  of  them 
within  the  castle  had  been  very  grievously  vexed  with  the  bloody- 
flux,  and  other  diseases,  insomuch  that  the  healthy  men  might  not  abide 
the  corruption  and  annoyance  of  those  that  were  diseased,  they 
delivered  up  the  castle  before  the  return  of  the  messengers,  and  were  Kenii- 
permitted  to  go  whither  they  would  to  refresh  themselves,  as  men  XjJJj 
molested  with  great  vexations  and  miseries.  After  the  rendering  up  of  £P,0£e 
the  castle,  the  king  committed  the  custody  thereof  to  his  son  Edmund,  fore  ihT 
and  so  with  his  host  departing  from  the  siege,  he  came  upon  Christ-  ^u™e,! 
mas-even  toOsncy;  where,  with  great  solemnity  and  triumph  he  kept  J2*J!B 
his  Christmas  during  seven  days,  and  from  thence  with  his  host  came  France, 
to  Windsor,  from  whence  after  a  few  days  he  marched  towards  Ely  ; 
in  which  island  he  besieged  those  who  were  disinherited,  and  sharply 
also  assaulted  them. 

The  same  year  pope  Clement  IV.  promoted  Master  Walter 
GifFord,  bishop  of  Bath,  to  be  archbishop  of  York. 

In  this  year  also  the  church  of  England  began  to  pay  the  tenths  of  The 
all  her  revenues,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  to  the  king,  to  continue  *nn\l& 
for  three  years1  space ;  and  this  was  done  by  the  authority  apostolical.  *° ,>ie. 

Within  a  while  after,  the  barons  who  yet  remained,  gathered  them-  ■utaarftj 
selves  together  again  ;  amongst  whom  John  Daiwill  (being  a  subtle  STto1'' 
and  stout  man  of  war)  began  to  have  a  name,  and  was  well  esteemed  f™b™of 
amongst  them,  who,  altogether,  did  what  mischief  they  might ;  and  the 
in  the  month  of  May  they  assembled  at  Chesterfield,  under  the  said  o^0,urat 
John  Daiwill  and  the  carl  of  Ferarence,  upon  whom  the  king's  soldiers  *ch^-c 
coming  suddenly  in  the  night,  took  them  sleeping  and  slew  many  of  they  had 
them.    Then  tne  said  John  Daiwill  quickly  arming  himself  came  u'tS"' 
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Menrf  forth,  thinking  with  more  defence  both  to  save  himself  and  to  escape, 
who,  in  the  way,  struck  the  lord  Gilbert  Humsard  such  a  blow  with 


A.  I),  his  demi-lance,  that  he  felled  both  him  and  his  horse  to  the  ground, 
12f*6-  and  so  fled  with  a  few  more  after  him.    Thus,  while  the  poor  soldiers 
fought  and  were  slain,  the  barons  fled  away,  and  saved  themselves. 
Also  the  earl  Ferarence  fled,  and  hid  himself  in  a  church ;  but  being 
betrayed  by  a  woman,  he  was  taken  forth,  and  led  away  prisoner, 
ft*"*  After  this  the  king  kept  a  parliament  at  Northampton,  where  he  dis- 
or  Sim.*  inherited  all  those  that  took  part  with  the  carl  Simon,  and  all  their 
wilblue"  children.    There  also  the  pope's  legate,  Octobonus,  held  a  convoca- 
uwnhl-  t'on'  an^  excommunicated  all  such  bishops  as  had  taken  any  j>art  with 
ritcj  by   Simon  against  the  king;  divers  of  whom  he  sent  up  to  Rome,  to  be 
Lulu?'  absolved  of  the  pope  ;  and  further,  the  said  legate  caused  to  be  pro- 
nfaafad*  claimea*  certain  decrees  which  he  himself  had  made,  and  also  the  new 
*r grant  of  pope  Clement  to  the  king  and  queen,  of  all  the  tenths  for 
EX.* ,e"  seven  years  to  come.    And  shortly  after,  a  tax  also  was  fined  upon 
tnSrf        count.v  of  Norfolk  ;  to  the  gathering  whereof  Walter,  the  bishop 
bvThe    of  Norwich,  was  appointed.1 

t^Tk£g     A.  D.  1267,  king  Henry  again  besieged  the  castle  of  Kenilworth, 
f°JJf*tn  from  the  seventh  day  before  the  first  day  of  July,  until  the  beginning 
A.D.IMT.  of  December ;  whither  came  Octobonus,  the  pope's  legate,  by  whose 
j^ffi8*  entreaty  the  same  was  delivered  unto  the  king  by  Henry  Hast- 
M»?n  t»-  m°s         stoutly  had  defended  the  same,  and  resisted  the  king, 
Tiered,    having  pardon  granted  both  for  him  and  his,  of  his  life,  lands,  goods 
Jj»   and  chattels.    At  this  time  also  the  barons  again  assembled  with 
biwn.'at  John  Daiwill  in  the  isle  of  Axioline,  and  proceeded  till  they  came  to 
•nd  di?*'  Lincoln,  which  they  also  took,  and  spoiled  the  Jews,  and  slew  many 
oni",^re  °^  them  *  an^  entering  their  synagogue,  tare  and  rent  the  book  of 
The  j^i  their  law,  and  burnt  the  same,  and  all  other  writings  and  obligations 
■aST&ia  which  they  could  come  by.    Which  thing  when  the  king  heard,  he  sent 
thither  his  son  prince  Edward  ;  but  as  soon  us  they  had  heard  that, 
The       they  fled  into  the  isle  of  Ely,  and  fortified  the  same  with  bulwarks  as 
fo^tifythe  strongly  as  they  might,  at  every  entrance  into  the  same.    This  was 
Wand  or  jn  i\lc  month  of  April,  when  Edward  the  king's  son,  came  thither ; 
who  for  the  great  abundance  of  waters  in  the  same,  could  by  no 
means  enter  the  island,  till  at  length,  by  the  counsel  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  province,  he  caused  with  a  number  of  workmen  great  trenches 
A«sauit  and  ditches  to  be  made,  somewhat  to  convey  away  the  water ;  and 
enured   *°r  a  l°n£  time  they  use^  their  counsel  in  making  bridges  with  planks 
Edwlrd*  an(^  nurd'es,  till  at  last  they  entered  the  island ;  upon  which  the 
barons  fled  to  London,  where  of  the  Londoners  they  were  well  enter- 
tained.  The  rest  who  were  in  the  island  yielded  themselves ;  amongst 
whom  were  Roger  Wake,  Simon  the  younger,  and  Pechcs,  saving 
their  lives  and  members.    After  this,  both  the  king  and  Edward  his 
son,  came  to  London  with  a  great  power,  but  yet  were  kept  out  of 
bmtoitt1  *nc  c'tv  k-v  the  barons  and  citizens  for  the  space  of  forty  days.  And 
or  un-    Octobonus,  the  legate  (who  for  fear  had  fled  into  the  Tower)  they 
da"»r°r,3P  narrowly  laid  wait  for,  that  he  should  not  escape.    At  length,  by  the 
entreaty  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester  and  other  earls  that  were  his  friends, 
both  the  barons  and  citizens  were  pardoned,  and  admitted  to  the 
king's  favour.    Four  bishops  and  eight  other  uoblcmen  were  also 

II]  ExScaU  Muiidi. 


Digitized  by  Google 


PEACE   BETWEEN   THE   KING   AND  THE   BARONS.  .567 


/;/. 


chosen,  such  as  were  at  Coventry  first  nominated,  that  they  should 
order  and  dispose  all  matters  betwixt  the  king  and  such  as  had  lost 
their  inheritance,  as  also  the  form  of  their  peace  and  ransom ;  and  A.  p. 
proclamation  was  made,  upon  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  of  perfect  peace  12<]7- 
and  accord  throughout  all  the  realm.  fondTud- 

In  the  fifty-second  year  of  this  king  Henry's  reign,  eight  days  after  e<i  be 
the  feast  of  St.  Martin,  he  held  a  parliament  at  Marlborough,  in  the  uroiVh' 
year  above  recited ;  where,  by  the  advice  of  wise  and  discreet  men,  g*Jta 
and  with  the  consent  of  all  the  nobles,  he  ordained  and  enacted  divers  statute* 
good  and  profitable  statutes  for  the  reformation  and  bettering  of  the  Slough, 
state  of  the  realm,  and  the  execution  of  common  justice,  which  are 
called  *  the  statutes  of  Marlborough/ 

The  same  year,  upon  St.  Gregory's  day,  Octobonus,  the  legate,  Con rocs 
called  a  council  at  London,  where  were  five  archbishops,  and  a  great  cn«ih°ld 
number  of  bishops,  abbots,  and  other  prelates ;  whicn  council  also  £ont£"n 
within  three  days  brake  up  again.  legate. 

The  same  year,  upon  St.  John  the  Baptist's  day,  Edward  the 
king's  son,  and  divers  other  noblemen  of  England,  took  upon  them 
the  cross  by  the  legate's  hands  at  Northampton,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Holy  Land,  and  the  subversion  of  the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ. 
This  done,  the  legate  that  same  year  went  out  of  England,  not  pur- 
posing after  that  to  return  again.    This  holy  legate  (saith  mine  valuation 
author),  who  might  well  be  resembled  to  a  lynx,  that  monstrous  churche. 
beast  whose  quick  sight  penetrateth  every  thing,  enrolled  for  perpe-  $J^JJL 
tual  memory  the  valuation  of  all  the  churches  in  the  realm  of  England 
as  narrowly  as  by  any  means  possible  he  might  inquire  the  certainty  ouTor"1* 
thereof.    'The  same  was  he  that  made  all  the  cathedral  and  con-  l"^?1 


ventual  churches  to  pay  pensions  ;  so  that  those  churches  which  gave  JffJJJS* 
not  the  vacancy  of  their  benefices  to  their  clerks  and  strangers,  should  payed  to 
pay  unto  them  a  certain  yearly  pension,  during  the  vacancy  of  the  ciwlu!* 1 
benefices  which  they  shoulcl  have. 

The  same  year  died  pope  Clement  IV.,  after  whose  death  the 
church  of  Rome  was  two  years  vacant ;  and  then  was  chosen  an 
archdeacon  cardinal,  whose  name  was  Theardus,  as  he  was  taking 
his  journey  into  the  Holy  Land ;  and  they  called  him  Gregory  X. 

A.D.1271.  '      A.  D.I  87 1. 

Then  also  did  Edmund,  earl  of  Lancaster  and  Leicester,  and  Marru^ 
second  son  of  king  Henry,  take  to  wife  the  earl  of  Albemarle's  ^una 
daughter,  and  the  niece  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester ;  at  which  mar-  J*^^ 
riage  were  the  king  and  queen,  with  all  the  nobility  of  England,  ter. 

The  same  year  was  the  body  of  St.  Edward,  the  king  and  con- 
fessor, by  Walter  Gifford,  archbishop  of  York,  and  other  bishops, 
entombed  in  a  new  and  rich  shrine  of  gold  and  silver,  beset  with  Kta^Ed- 
nrccious  stones,  in  the  presence  of  Henry,  the  king  of  England.  conteaoi 
In  the  same  year  also  fell  a  great  rain  and  inundation  of  waters,  •"""^ 
such  as  hath  not  often  been  seen,  which  increased  and  continued 
the  space  of  forty  days,  and  more. 

The  same  year  died  Walter  de  Laiwill,  bishop  of  Sarum,  the 
third  day  before  the  nones  of  January;  after  whom  succeeded 
Robert  of  Northampton,  the  dean  of  the  same  church,  and  because  BUhop  oi 
the  see  of  Canterbury  was  then  vacant,  he  was  confirmed  by  the 
chapter  of  Canterbury,  which  chapter  had  always  the  jurisdiction  in 
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*ttp  spiritual  causes,  during  the  vacancy  of  that  see,  in  as  ample 

 ■ —  manner  as  if  the  bishop  himself  had  been  alive.    After  this  the 

A.D.  bishop  elect  coming  thither,  thinking  to  have  had  his  conse- 
cration,  was,  notwithstanding,  put  back  for  two  causes ;  one  was, 
because  that  there  was  present  then  no  more  than  one  bishop; 
the  other  was,  that  all  the  other  bishops  had  appealed,  that  he 
might  not  be  consecrated  to  their  prejudice ;  that  is,  by  the 
authority  of  the  chapter  of  Canterbury,  saying,  that  they  would 
not  be  under  the  obedience  of  the  monks. 

After  this,  solemn  messengers  were  for  this  cause  sent  to  the 
cardinals  of  Rome,  for  that  then  the  see  of  Rome  was  vacant ; 
who  received  answer,  that  during  the  vacation  of  that  see,  the 
confirmation  and  consecration  of  the  bishop  elect  pertained  to  the 
aforesaid  chapter  of  Canterbury. 
Death        The  same  year  also  was  the  lord  Henry,  the  son  and  heir  of 
Richr«dr<t  tDe  l°rtl  Richard,  king  of  Almain,  and  brother  to  king  Henry  III. 
AiLf    s,ain  at  Viternmm>  m  a  certain  chapel  hearing  mass,  by  the*  lords 
Nimon  and  Guido,  sons  of  the  lord  Simon  Mountfort,  earl  of 
•Fl1'  Leicester. 


During  this  king's  reign,  there  was  made  a  great  and  general  ex- 
pedition of  divers  and  sundry  christian  princes  to  Jerusalem,  taking 
upon  them  the  Lord's  character,  that  is,  the  cross ;  among  whom  was 
also  Edward  the  king's  son,  for  the  which  expedition  was  granted 
him  a  subsidy  throughout  all  the  realm ;  and  the  month  of  Mav, 
a.d.  1270,  or  as  saith  Florilegus,  126'U,  he  set  forward  on  his  journey.1 
About  the  time  when  prince  Edward  was  preparing  his  journey 
Death  of  toward  Asia,  Boniface,  of  whom  ye  heard  before,  the  archbishop  of 
Bonir»ce,  canterDury)  ended  his  life  in  the  country  of  Sabaudia,  going  pro- 
cwt"r-of  °akly  t0  Home,  or  coming  thence.    After  his  death,  the  monks  of 
bury.      Canterbury,  proceeding  to  a  new  election  granted  by  the  king,  agreed 
Adam     upon  the  prior  of  their  house,  named  Adam  Chelindon.    But  the 

donelect-  k'n£  an(l  ms  80n'  P"nce  Edward,  consenting  and  speaking  in  the 
e<i  in  hit  behalf  of  Robert  Burnell,  their  chancellor,  did  solicit  the  matter  with 
the  monks,  partly  entreating,  partly  threatening  them,  to  choose  the 
said  Robert  to  be  archbishop.    Notwithstanding,  the  monks  being 
stout,  would  neither  relent  to  their  courteous  request,  nor  yet  bow  to 
their  boisterous  threats,  but  constantly  persisting  in  their  former 
Appeiu-  election,  appealed  from  the  king  and  prince  to  the  pope.  Prince 
the" kSf"  Edward  being  now  on  his  journey,  and  seeing  himself  thus  frustrated 
po^by  kv  tne  monks,  writcth  back  to  the  king,  his  father,  devoutly  praying 
the       and  beseeching  him  in  no  wise  to  admit  the  election  of  the  aforesaid 
™  ranter-  monks.   And  so  passing  to  Dover  with  Henry,  the  son  of  Richard,  his 
bury.      uncle,  king  of  the  Romans,  with  their  wives,  they  took  their  passage, 
rheiin-    in  the  month  of  August.    After  this  the  prior  thus  elected,  but  not 
don  Bocth  mjmjttcj  i>y  t]ie  jjjn^  t0  |)e  archbishop,  went  up  to  Rome. 

Bmae'        In  the  mean  time  the  monks,  in  the  absence  of  their  elect,  ordained 

(I)  This  was  the  last  attempt  at  recovering  the  Holy  Land.  After  an  unsuccessful  commence- 
ment this  expedition  waa  prosecuted  with  greater  leal  by  Louis  IX.,  king  of  France,  who  died  of 
the  plague  at  Tunis,  a.d.  1271  ;  toon  afterward*,  his  brother,  Charles  of  Anion,  perished  with  hta 
fleet  at  sea.  Edward,  afterwards  Edward  I.,  the  son  of  Henry  III.,  who  had  accompanied  the 
French  king,  nothing  daunted  by  these  untoward  evcnU,  proceeded  to  the  Holy  Land,  and 
captured  Acre;  but  being  too  enfeebled  to  follow  up  his  victory  with  any  prospect  of  success,  ba- 
nded a  truce  of  ten  years,  with  the  Sarmccnt.  Edward  returned  to  England,  /  .D.  IJM,  and 
I  his  father  had  juat  expired.- Ed. 
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one  Geffrey  Pomenall  to  be  their  official ;  who,  seeing  himself  ad-  '/<-»ry 

vanced  to  that  dignity,  and  bearing  perhaps  some  old  grudge  against  _ 

the  prior  of  Dover,  caused  him  to  be  cited  up  to  appear  in  the  chap-  A. p. 
ter-house  of  Canterbury.   The  prior  of  Dover,  seeing  this  citation  to  *2/ 
be  prejudicial  to  him  and  to  the  church  of  Dover,  and  knowing  that 


the  monks  of  Canterbury  have  no  such  jurisdiction  (the  see  of  Can-  55*"" 
tcrbury  being  vacant),  but  that  all  things  appertaining  to  that  church 
ought  to  be  reserved  whole  till  the  consecration  of  the  new  arch-  bury. 
bishop,  therefore,  fur  the  state  both  of  him  and  of  bis  church,  of  Dover, 
appealed  up  also  unto  Home.    But  to  return  to  the  archbishop  Apjwii* 
again.  Rome" 
The  second  year  after  Chelindon,  the  aforesaid  archbishop  elect,  chciin- 
remaining  all  this  while  at  Rome,  at  last  resigned  up  his  election  ,0 
into  the  pope's  hand  (then  Gregory  X.),  who  gave  the  same  to  '^^j* 
Robert  Kilwardbv.   The  latter  coming  to  Dover,  restored  the  prior  of  Kiiwlrd- 
that  house,  who  had  been  before  excluded  upon  certain  causes.    By  t^'hopof 
these  contentions  judge,  good  reader,  of  the  religion  of  these  men, 
and  of  these  times.    And  now  to  return  to  our  former  story. 

About  this  time  came  out  the  great  Concordance,  by  an  English  The  pre»t 
friar,  called  John  Demington.1 

It  was  above  declared  how  a  general  voyage  being  proclaimed 
to  war  against  the  Turks,  and  a  subsidy  being  collected  in  England 
on  the  occasion,  prince  Edward,  with  others,  was  appointed  to  take 
that  voyage ;  and  they  were  now  on  their  way.  At  the  Michaelmas 
following,  Edward,  with  his  company,  came  to  Egcrmoth,  which  is 
from  Marseilles  eight  leagues  westward,  and  there  taking  ship  again, 
having  a  merry  wind  and  prosperous,  within  ten  days  arrived  at  Sunes 
at  Tunis,  where  he  was  with  great  joy  welcomed  and  entertained  by 
the  christian  princes,  who  were  for  that  purpose  assembled,  as  also  by 
Philip  the  French  king,  whose  father  Louis  died  a  little  before ;  by 
Charles,  the  king  of  Sicily,  and  by  the  two  kings  of  Navarre  and 
Arragon.  And  as  the  lord  Edward  came  thither  for  his  father  the 
king  of  England,  thither  came  also  Henry,  the  son  of  the  king  of 
A  imam,  for  his  father;  who,  at  his  return  from  the  voyage,  was  slain 
in  a  chapel  at  Viterbium,  hearing  mass,  by  the  lords  Simon  and  Guido, 
the  sons  of  the  lord  Simon  Monntfort,  earl  of  Leicester. 

When  prince  Edward  demanded  of  these  kings  and  princes  what 
was  to  be  done,  they  answered,  "  The  prince  of  this  city  and  of  the 
province  adjoining  to  the  same,  hath  been  accustomed  to  pay  tribute 
unto  the  king  of  Sicily  every  year.  And  now  as  it  hath  been  for 
the  space  of  seven  years  unpaid  and  more,  therefore  we  thought  good 
to  make  invasion  upon  him.  But  the  king,  knowing  the  same  tribute 
to  be  justly  demanded,  hath  now,  according  to  our  own  desires, 
satisfied  for  the  time  past,  and  also  paid  his  tribute  before-hand. 

Then  said  he,  M  My  lords  !  what  is  this  to  the  purpose  ?   Are  we  topedl- 
not  here  all  assembled,  and  have  taken  upon  us  the  Lord's  character  in°  •<!? 
to  fight  against  the  infidels  and  the  enemies  of  Christ  ?   What  mean  pointed 
you  then  to  conclude  a  peace  with  them  ?    God  forbid  we  should  do  fcC^ 
so,  for  now  the  land  is  plain  and  hard,  so  that  we  may  approach  the  the 
holy  city  Jerusalem."    Then  said  they,  "  Now  have  we  made  a  J^ch 
league  w'ith  them  ;  neither  is  it  lawful  for  us  to  break  the  same ;  but 

II)  E*  Eulrffio. 
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iimrg  let  us  return  again  to  Sicily,  that  when  the  winter  is  past  we  may  well 
UL    take  shipping  to  Acre."    But  this  counsel  nothing  at  all  liked  him, 
A.  1).  neither  did  he  show  himself  well  pleased  therewith  ;  but  after  he  had 
1271-  made  them  a  princely  banquet,  he  went  into  his  closet  or  privy 
ihem^    chamber  from  amongst  them,  neither  would  be  partaker  of  any  of 
into  •     that  wicked  money  which  they  had  taken.    They,  notwithstanding, 
matter,    continuing  their  purpose,  at  the  next  merry  wind  took  shipping,  but 
for  want  of  more  ships,  left  two  hundred  of  their  men  ashore,  crying 
out  and  piteously  lamenting  for  the  peril  and  hazard  of  death  they 
cicm«ney  were  in ;  wherewith  prince  Edward  being  somewhat  moved  to  com- 
BiRm?  passion,  came  back  to  the  land,  and  received  and  stowed  them  in  his 

Midler*.  own  smPs'  bein£      'ast  tnat  went  aboard.   Within  seven  days  after, 
they  arrived  in  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  over  against  the  city  rf  rapani, 
casting  their  anchors  a  league  from  thence  in  the  sea,  for  that  their 
ships  were  of  great  burthen,  and  thoroughly  fraught ;  and  from  the 
haven  of  the  city  they  sent  out  barges  and  boats  to  receive  and  bring 
such  of  the  nobility  to  land  as  would  ;  but  their  horses  for  the  most 
part,  and  all  their  armour,  they  kept  still  on  board.    At  length, 
c;re*t     towards  evening,  the  sea  began  to  be  rough,  and  increased  to  a  great 
wreck  of  tempest  and  a  mighty,  insomuch  that  their  ships  were  beaten  one 
ttmSSit  against  another's  sides ;  and  drowned  there  were  of  them,  at  that 
Trap*.,    tempest,  lying  at  anchor,  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty,  with  all 
rv'iuot,  their  armour  and  munition,  with  innumerable  souls  besides ;  and  that 
j^fvl1    wicked  money  also  which  they  had  taken  before,  likewise  perished 
••  Non     anj  was  drowned.    But  the  tempest  hurt  not  so  much  as  one  ship  of 
SSL  prince  Edward's,  who  had  in  number  thirteen,  nor  yet  had  one  man 
lost  thereby  ;  for  that  as  it  may  be  presupposed,  he  consented  not  to 
ntaw    *De  wicked  counsel  of  the  rest.1    When  in  the  morning  the  princes 
Edward  and  kings  came  to  the  sea-side,  and  saw  that  all  their  skips  were 
from  tem-  drowned,  and  their  men  and  horses  in  great  number  cast  dead  upon 
ITu  'in-    the  shore,  they  had  full  heavy  hearts,  as  well  they  might.    For  of  all 
te(rntjr    their  ships  and  mariners,  who  were  in  number  fifteen  hundred,  besides 

rewarded    .  r  .  ,.  ,  .    «         ,  »  ,  fi 

of  cod.  the  common  soldiers,  there  were  no  more  saved  than  the  mariners  of 
one  only  ship,  and  they  in  this  wise  :  there  was  in  that  ship  a  good 
and  wise  matron  (a  countess  or  an  earl's  wife),  who  perceiving  the 
tempest  to  grow,  and  fearing  herself,  called  to  her  the  master  of  the 
ship,  and  asked  whether  in  attempting  the  shore,  it  were  not  possible 
to  save  themselves  ?  Who  answered,  that  to  save  the  ship  it  was 
impossible,  howbeit  to  save  the  men  that  were  therein,  by  God's  help, 
he  doubted  not.  Then  said  the  countess,  "  For  the  ship  care  no 
whit ;  save  the  souls  therein,  and  have  to  thee  double  the  value  of  thy 
ship."  Immediately  hoisting  the  sails,  he  with  all  force  ran  the  ship 
aground,  as  near  the  shore  as  was  possible.  Thus,  with  the  vehe- 
inency  of  the  weather  and  the  force  he  came  withal,  he  brast  the  ship, 
and  saved  all  that  was  within  the  same,  as  the  master  of  the  same  ship 
had  showed  and  said  before. 

Then  the  kings  and  princes  (altering  their  purpose  after  this  so 

Ecat  a  shipwreck)  returned  home  again  every  one  unto  their  own 
ids  ;  onlv  Edward  the  king's  son  remained  behind  with  his  men  and 
ships,  which  the  Lord  had  saved  and  preserved.  Then  prince  Edward 
(renovating  his  purpose)  took  shipping  again,  and  within  fifteen 

1 1  ;       Sc*la  Mundi.   K*  Qtuito.  Guburn.   Hz  Flor.  Hut. 
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days  after  Easter,  arrival  at  Acre,  and  went  on  shore,  taking  with  Hnri 
him  a  thousand  of  the  best  and  most  expert  soldiers,  and  tarried  _///#  _ 
there  a  month,  refreshing  both  his  men  and  horses,  so  that  in  this  A.  D. 
space  he  might  learn  and  know  the  secrets  of  the  land.    After  this  127L 
he  took  with  him  six  or  seven  thousand  soldiers,  and  marched  forward  Arriving 
twenty  miles  from  Acre,  and  took  Nazareth ;  and  those  that  he  there  uketh 
■found  he  slew,  and  afterwards  returned  again  to  Acre.    But  their  N"*mh- 
enemies  following  after  them,  thinking  to  have  set  upon  them  at  some 
strait  or  other  advantage,  they  were  by  the  prince  premonished  thereof, 
and  returning  again  upon  them,  gave  a  charge,  and  slew  manv  of 
them,  and  the  rest  they  put  to  flight.  After  this,  about  Midsummer, 
when  the  prince  had  understanding  that  the  Saracens  began  to  gather 
at  Cackhow,  which  was  forty  miles  from  Acre,  he,  marching  thither, 
set  upon  them  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  slew  of  them  more  than 
a  thousand ;  the  rest  he  put  to  flight,  and  took  rich  spoils,  marching 
forward  till  they  came  to  a  castle  named  Castrum  Peregrinorum, 
situated  upon  the  sea-coast,  and  tarried  there  that  night,  and  the  next 
day  they  returned  towards  Acre.    In  the  mean  season  the  king  of 
Jerusalem  sent  unto  the  noblemen  of  Cyprus,  desiring  them  with 
speed  that  they  would  come  and  aid  the  Christians;  but  they  would 
not  come,  saying,  they  would  keep  their  own  land,  and  go  no  further. 
Then  prince  Edward  sent  unto  them,  desiring  that  at  his  request  they 
would  come  and  join  in  aid  with  him,  who  immediately  thereupon  The 
came  unto  him  with  great  preparation  and  furniture  lor  the  war,  cyprui°f 
saying,  that  at  his  command  they  were  bound  to  do  no  less,  for  that  his 
predecessors  were  sometime  governors  of  their  land,  and  that  they  fidelity 
ought  always  to  show  their  fidelity  to  the  kings  of  England.    Then  king  of 
the  Christians,  being  herewith  animated,  made  a  third  kviage\  or  'rode,'  E,,«lat,d 
and  came  as  far  as  the  fort  called  Yincula  Petri,  and  to  Jst.  George's; 
and  when  they  had  slain  certain  there,  not  finding  any  to  make  re- 
sistance against  them,  they  retired  from  whence  they  came. 

When  thus  the  fame  of  prince  Edward  grew  amongst  his  enemies,  Guileful 
and  thev  began  to  stand  in  fear  of  him  ;  they  devised  among  them-  niTs*"/- 
selves,  Low  by  some  policy  they  might  circumvent  and  betray  him.1  ^prmc" 
Hereupon  the  great  prince  and  admiral  of  Joppa  sent  to  him,  feigning  «*»<r.»t 
himself,  under  great  deceit,  to  become  a  Christian,  and  that  lie  would  Imw^l 
draw  with  him  a  great  number  besides,  so  that  thev  might  be  honour- 
ably entertained  and  used  of  the  Christians.    This  talk  pleased  the 

Erince  well,  and  persuaded  him  to  finish  the  thing  he  had  so  well  begun, 
y  writing  again  ;  who  also  by  the  same  messenger  sent  and  wrote  back 
unto  him  divers  times  about  the  same  matter,  whereby  no  mistrust 
should  spring.  This  messenger,  soith  mine  author,  was  one  1  ex  cote 
nutritus,  one  of  the  stony-hearted,  who  neither  feared  God  nor 
dreaded  death.  The  fifth  time  when  this  messenger  came,  and  was 
of  the  prince's  servants  searched,  according  to  the  manner  and  cus- 
tom, to  discover  what  weapon  and  armour  he  hod  about  him,  as  also 
his  purse,  and  when  not  so  much  as  a  knife  could  be  found  about  him, 
he  was  had  up  into  the  prince's  chamber,  and  after  his  reverence 
done,  he  pulled  out  certain  letters,  which  he  delivered  to  the  prince 
from  his  lord,  as  he  had  done  others  before.  This  was  about  eight 
days  after  Whitsuntide,  upon  a  Tuesday,  somewhat  before  night ;  at 

<»)  e 
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w«tr,   which  time  the  prince  was  laid  upon  his  bed,  bare-headed,  in  his 

'  jerkin,  for  the  great  heat  and  intcmpcrature  of  the  weather. 

A.J).  When  the  prince  had  read  the  letters,  it  appeared  by  them,  that 
*27*-  upon  the  Saturday  following,  his  lord  would  be  there  ready  to  accoru- 
all  that  he  had  written  and  promised.  The  report  of  this  news, 
the  prince  to  the  standcrs-by,  liked  them  well,  drawing  somewhat 
back  to  consult  thereof  amongst  themselves.  In  the  mean  time  the 
messenger,  kneeling  and  making  his  obeisance  to  the  prince,  who  was 
questioning  further  with  him,  put  his  hand  to  the  belt,  as  though  he 
would  have  pulled  out  some  secret  letters,  and  suddenly  he  pulled 
out  an  envenomed  knife,  thinking  to  have  stricken  it  into  the  prince's 
belly  as  he  lay;  but  Edward,  lifting  up  his  hand  to  defend  the  blow,  was 
stricken  a  great  wound  in  the  arm  ;  and  the  messenger  being  about 
wi"""^!^  *°  fetch  another  stroke  at  lum,  the  prince  with  his  foot  took  him  such 
a  blow  that  he  felled  him  to  the  ground.  With  that  the  prince  gat 
him  by  the  hand,  and  with  such  violence  wrested  the  knife  from  lum, 
that  he  hurt  himself  therewith  in  the  forehead,  and  immediately 
thrust  the  same  into  the  belly  of  the  messenger  and  striker,  and 
slew  him.  The  prince's  servants  being  in  the  next  chamber  not  far 
off,  hearing  the  bustling,  came  with  great  haste  running  in.  And 
finding  the  messenger  lying  dead  on  the  floor,  one  of  them  took  up 
a  stool  and  beat  out  his  brains ;  whereat  the  prince  was  wroth,  for 
that  he  struck  a  dead  man,  and  one  that  was  killed  before.  The 
rumour  hereof,  as  it  was  strange,  so  it  soon  went  throughout  all  the 
court,  and  from  thence  amongst  the  common  people ;  wherefore  they 
were  very  heavy  and  greatly  discouraged.  To  him  came  also  the 
captain  of  the  temple,  and  brought  him  a  costly  and  precious  drink 
against  poison,  lest  the  venom  of  the  knife  should  penetrate  the 
lively  bloody  and  in  blamingwise  said  unto  hiin,  44  Did  I  not  show 
your  grace  before,  of  the  deceit  and  subtlety  of  this  people  ?  Not- 
in peiii  withstanding,"  saith  he,  "'let  your  grace  take  a  good  heart;  you 
or  death  g|jau  no^  jje  0f  this  wound,  my  life  for  yours."   But  straightwav  the 

by  reason  .      '     ,  ,  '      J         t>  t     \  •  i  1 

of  hu  surgeons  and  physicians  were  sent  for,  and  the  pnnce  was  dressed, 
comforted  and  within  a  few  days  after  the  wound  began  to  putrefy,  and  the 
5yj£  flesh  to  look  dead  and  black ;  whereupon  those  who  were  about  the 
prince  began  to  mutter  amongst  themselves,  and  were  very  sad  and 
heavy.  Which  thing  he  himself  perceiving,  said  unto  them,  44  Why 
mutter  you  thus  amongst  yourselves  ?  What  see  you  in  me,  can  I 
not  be  healed  ?  Tell  me  the  truth,  be  ye  not  afraid."  Whereupon 
one  said  to  him,  "  Your  grace,  you  may  be  healed,  we  mistrust  it 
not ;  but  yet  it  will  be  very  painful  for  you  to  suffer."  44  May  suf- 
fering," said  he  again,  "  restore  health  ?"  "  Yea,"  saith  the  other, 
44  on  pain  of  losing  my  head."  "  Then,"  said  the  prince,  "  I  commit 
myself  unto  you,  do  with  me  what  vou  think  good."  Then  said  one 
of  his  physicians,  "  Is  there  any  of  your  nobles  in  whom  your  grace 
reposcth  special  trust?"  To  whom  the  prince  answered  "yea," 
naming  certain  of  the  noblemen  that  stood  about  him.  Then  said 
the  physician  unto  the  two  whom  the  prince  first  named,  the  lord 
Edmund  and  the  lord  John  Voisie :  44  And  do  you  also  faithfully 
love  your  lord  and  prince  ?"  Who  answered  both,  44  Yea,  undoubt- 
edly." 44  Then,"  saith  he,  44  take  you  away  this  gentlewoman  and 
lady,"  meaning  his  wife,  44  and  let  her  not  see  her  lord  and  husband 
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until  such  time  as  I  will  you  to  let  her;""  whereupon  they  took  her  Hem? 
out  of  the  prince's  presence,  crying  out  and  wringing  her  hands. 


Then  said  they  unto  her,  "  Be  ye  contented,  good  lady  and  madam,  A.  D. 
it  is  better  that  one  woman  should  weep  a  little  while,  than  that  all  the 
realm  of  England  should  weep  a  great  season."  Then,  on  the  morrow, 
they  cut  out  all  the  dead  envenomed  flesh  out  of  the  prince's  arm,  and 
threw  it  from  them,  and  said  unto  him,  "  How  cheereth  your  grace  ? 
We  promise  you  within  these  fifteen  days  you  shall  show  yourself 
abroad  (if  God  permit)  on  horseback,  whole  and  well  as  ever  you 
were."    And  according  to  the  promise  he  made  the  prince,  it  came 
to  pass,  to  the  no  little  comfort  and  admiration  of  all  his  subjects.  The 
When  the  great  Saladin  heard  of  it,  and  that  the  prince  was  yet  alive,  f^reJ  to 
he  would  scarcely  believe  the  same ;  and  sending  unto  him  tliree  of  [^"'^ 
his  nobles  and  princes,  he  excused  himself  by  them,  calling  his  gods  dan  for- 
to  witness,  that  the  same  was  done  neither  by  him,  nor  his  consent.  * 


The  princes  and  messengers  standing  aloof  off  from  the  king's  son, 
worshipping  him  fell  flat  upon  the  ground.  "  You,"  saith  the  prince, 
"  do  reverence  me,  but  yet  you  love  me  not."  But  they  understood 
him  not,  because  he  spake  in  English  unto  them,  speaking  by  an 
interpreter.  Nevertheless  he  treated  them  honourably,  and  sent 
them  away  in  peace. 

Thus,  when  prince  Edward  had  been  eighteen  months  in  Acre,  he  The 
took  shipping  about  the  Assumption  of  Our  Lady,  as  we  call  it,  SKS**" 
returning  homeward ;  and,  after  seven  weeks,  he  arrived  in  Sicily,  at  |^njnK" 
Trapani,  and  from  thence  travelling  through  Palistrina  and  Metmes, 
and  so  through  the  midst  of  Apulia,  till  he  came  to  Rome,  where  he 
was  of  the  pope  honourably  entertained  ;  from  thence  he  came  into 
France,  whose  fame  and  noble  prowess  was  there  much  noised  about 
among  the  common  people,  and  envied  of  the  nobility,  especially  of 
the  earl  of  Chalons,  who  sent  unto  him,  and  required  him  that  he 
might  break  a  staff  with  him  at  the  tilt  in  his  country.    This  the 
prince,  because  he  would  not  diminish  his  honour  and  fame,  willingly 
consented  to  do,  although  he  might  have  well  alleged  a  sufficient 
excuse  by  means  of  his  travail.    It  was  therefore  proclaimed,  that 
prince  Edward,  by  such  a  day,  with  those  that  were  with  him,  had  a  day  of 
challenged  all  comers  at  the  tilt  and  barriers.     Hereupon  great  Vwch 
assemblies  were  made  in  the  country  all  about ;  and  divers,  as  well 
horsemen  as  footmen,  had  confederated  among  themselves,  and  con-  "»»*• 
spired  against  the  Englishmen,  selling  their  horses  and  armour  before- 
hand, and  drinking  one  to  another  in  1  boon  viage,'1  of  the  spoil  of  them 
whom  they  would  take  as  their  prisoners.    Prince  Edward,  in  the 
mean  time,  sent  into  England  for  divers  earls  and  barons,  who  came 
unto  him.    When  the  day  appointed  was  come,  the  prince  had  with 
him  more  than  one  thousand  horsemen,  who  were  knights,  besides  his 
footmen  ;  but  yet  there  were  as  many  more,  on  the  other  side,  both  in 
horsemen  and  footmen.  When  the  parties  met,  the  French  footmen,  conspi- 
who  had  before  conspired,  began  both  to  spoil,  rifle,  and  kill.    The  ™J  ot 
Englishmen  resisted  and  defended  themselves,  both  with  bows  and  ^r'"cb* 
slings ;  many  of  the  Frenchmen  they  slew,  and  drove  them  to  the  against 
gates  of  their  city  ;  the  others  they  chased  over  a  river,  where  many  Humeri." 


(1)  "  Drinking  one  to  another  in  boon  viage;"  a  common  expression  in  old  author*,  in 
words.  "  Drinking  one  another  good  success  in  the  spoiling  of  those  whom  they  had  deitiiv 
their 
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of  them  were  drowned.  In  the  mean  while  the  carl,  with  fifty  of 
Ins  knights  who  followed  him,  came  forth  and  joined  together,  so 
many  for  so  many,  and  a  long  time  together  they  tried  with  it 
their  swords,  laying  one  on  another.  At  last  the  earl,  perceiving 
himself  not  able  to  match  with  the  prince  at  arms*  length,  closed  with 
him,  and  taking  him  about  the  neck,  held  him  with  his  arms  very 
straight.  u  What  mean  you,  my  lord,"  saith  the  prince,  "think  you  to 
have  my  horse  44  Yea,  marry,'"  quoth  the  earl,  "  I  mean  to  have 
both  thee  and  thy  horse."  Hereat  prince  Edward,  being  indignant, 
lifted  up  himself,  and  gave  him  such  a  blow,  that  therewithal  he, 
forsaking  his  horse,  hung  still  about  the  prince's  neck,  till  that  he 
shook  him  off  to  the  ground.  Herewith  the  prince,  being  somewhat 
in  a  heat,  left  the  press  to  take  the  air,  thereby  to  refresh  himself. 
But  when  he  saw  the  injury  of  the  Frenchmen  towards  his  men,  and 
how  they  had  slain  many  of  them,  he  then  said  unto  them  that  they 
used  rather  the  exercise  of  battle  than  of  tourney.  "  Spare  ye  not, 
therefore,'"  saith  he,  44  from  henceforth,  any  of  them  all,  but  give  them 
again  as  good  as  they  bring."  Then  they  essayed  to  kill  each  other 
freely  on  either  part,  and  let  their  swords  walk.  By  this  time  the 
English  footmen  were  again  returned,  and  seeing  the  conflicts 
of  horsemen,  and  many  other  Englishmen  overthrown,  they  put 
themselves  amidst  the  press ;  some  paunching  the  horses,  and  some 
cutting  asunder  the  girths  of  the  Frenchmen's  saddles,  they  over- 
threw the  riders,  and  gave  them  holy  bread.  When  the  aforesaid 
earl  hod  been  horsed  again  by  some  of  his  men,  and  had  got  amongst 
the  throng,  prince  Edward  also  rushed  in  amongst  the  thickest,  and 
coped  again  with  him,  to  whom  he  often  spake  and  cried,  that  he 
should  yield  himself  as  vanquished  ;  but  that  the  earl  would  not  do. 
Notwitnstanding,  when  the  earl's  strength  began  to  fail  him,  he  was 
fain  to  yield  himself  unto  a  simple  knight,  according  as  prince 
Edward  bade  him,  and  all  the  rest  of  his  horsemen  and  knights 
fled  and  saved  themselves ;  howbeit,  many  of  them  in  that  place 
were  slain  ;  and  so  our  men  returned,  having  the  victory.  But 
when,  after  this,  they  thought  to  be  quiet  and  at  rest,  they  were 
killed  by  the  citizens  by  twos  and  threes  at  once,  as  they  walked 
in  the  streets.  When  the  prince  heard  this,  he  sent  for  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  commanding  them  to  see  the  same  redressed,  and  that 
immediately ;  for  otherwise,  of  his  knighthood  he  assured  them,  that 
upon  the  morrow  he  would  fire  the  city,  and  make  it  level  with  the 
ground.  On  this  they  went  their  ways,  and  set  watchmen  in  divers 
places  of  the  same  to  keep  peace,  by  which  means  the  prince  and  his 
men  were  in  safety  and  quiet.  Thus,  in  this  pastime  of  tourneying 
and  barriers,  much  blood  was  spilled,  whereupon  the  name  of  the 

{>lacc  was  changed ;  so  that  it  is  not  called  4  Torniamentum  dc  Cha- 
ons,'  but  4  Parvum  Bcilum  de  Chalons.' 

From  thence  the  prince  came  to  Paris,  and  was  of  the  French 
king  honourably  entertained ;  and  after  certain  days  he  went  from 
thence  into  Gascony,  where  he  tarried  till  he  heard  of  the  death  of 
the  king  his  father. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1272,  died  pope  Clement  IV. :  after 
whom  succeeded  pope  Gregory  X.;  who,  in  the  year  following, 
called  a  general  council  at  Lyons,  about  the  controversy  between 
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the  Greek  church  and  the  Latin  church,  and  for  the  vacancy  of  the  H<mrt 
sec  apostolical.  111 

A.D. 

tela 

CERTAIN  NOTES  OF  OTHER  OCCURRENCES  CHANCED  IN  FOREIGN  •„ 
COUNTRIES  ABROAD,  WITHIN  THE  COMPASS  OF  THE  YEARS  1272 
AND  REIGN  OF  THE  AFORESAID  KING  HENRY  III. 

Having  thus  completed  the  life  and  history  of  king  Henry  III.,  with 
such  accidents  as  happened  within  this  realm,  I  thought  good  to 
ao^join  unto  the  same,  some  other  foreign  matters  not  unworthy  of 
note,  incident  in  other  countries  during  the  time  of  the  said  king : 
namely,  from  a.  d.  1216  unto  this  year,  1272.  These  I  thought  the 
rather  not  to  be  omitted,  for  that  even  from  and  about  the  beginning 
of  tins  kings  reign,  sprang  up  the  very  well-springs  of  all  mischief 
the  sects  of  monkish  religions  and  other  swarms  of  popish  orders, 
which,  with  their  gross  and  horrible  superstitions,  have  encumbered 
the  church  of  Christ  ever  since. 

First,  to  omit  the  repetition  of  pope  Innocent  III.,  the  great 
great  grandsire  of  that  foul  monster  transubstantiation  and  auricular 
confession,  friars  Dominic  and  Franciscan  friars,  Thomas  Aquinas, 
Jacobus  de  Voragine,  and  Vincentius,  with  pope  Honorius  III. 
ooiner  of  the  canon  law,  and  the  cardinal  Postiensis,  as  also  Bona- 
venture,  Albertus  Magnus,  with  pope  Urban  IV.,  the  first  founder 
of  the  feast  of  Corpus  Christi,  and  the  procurer  of  the  adoration  of 
the  body  of  Christ  in  the  sacrament,  besides  Durandus  and  many 
more  :  it  followeth  further  to  be  noted,  that  the  Tartars,  about  The  t«- 
a.d.  1240,  issuing  out  of  Muscovy  into  the  parts  of  Poland,  made  l"*!"*** 
great  waste  in  Christendom,  and  this  so  much  the  rather,  because  the  J!™1^" 
princes  about  Poland,  being  at  variance  amongst  themselves,  used  no  dom." tn 
other  remedy  for  their  defence  but  heaps  of  masses,  the  invocation  of 
the  dead,  and  the  worshipping  of  images,  which  indeed  did  not  at  all 
relieve  them,  but  rather  increase  their  trouble. 

In  the  year  following,  the  whole  nation  of  the  Scythians,  mustering  The 
like  locusts,  invaded  the  parts  of  Europe  with  two  mighty  armies,  SlT* 
whereof  the  one,  entering  on  Poland,  made  great  havoc,  and  carried 
away  many  Christians  from  thence  captives ;  the  other  overrunning  «"»*»■ 
Hungary,  made  no  less  spoil  there.    Add  hereunto  another  fresh 
army  of  Tartarians,  to  the  number  of  five  millions,1  who  at  the  very 
same  time  joining  themselves  together,  entered  Muscovy  and  Cracow, 
and  made  most  horrible  slaughter,  sparing  neither  sex  nor  age,  neither 
noble  nor  ignoble  within  the  land.    From  thence  passing  to  Lower 
Sclavonia,  they  made  great  spoil  there  also,  and  thinking  there  to  win 
the  castle,  were,  by  the  miraculous  working  of  the  Lord,  at  the 
instance  and  prayers  of  good  people,  discomfited  beyond  all  expec- 
tation of  man,  by  thunder  and  lightning  tailing  upon  them  from 
heaven  in  a  most  terrible  manner. 

The  same  year,  immediately  after  Easter,  another  army  of  Tartars 
was  gathered"  against  Lignitz,  drawing  near  to  Germany ;  by  the 
rumour  whereof,  the  Germans,  being  put  in  great  fears,  were  alto- 
gether dismayed,  but  yet  not  able  to  nelp  themselves,  because  they 
lacked  a  good  guide  and  governor  amongst  them.    All  this  came 

(l)  e 
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Htnty  to  pass,  especially  by  the  mischievous  practice  of  the  Roman 
popes,  raising  variance  and  discord  among  them.  Notwithstanding 


A  t>-   Henry,  prince  of  Polonia  and  Silesia,  gathering  a  power  as  well  as  he 
could,  did  encounter  with  him;  but  in  the  end  his  whole  army  was 
1272    vanquished,  and  the  king  himself  slain.    Notwithstanding  this  over- 
throw of  Christians,  it  pleased  God  to  strike  such  a  fear  into  the 


i'o"nia°  hearts  of  the  Tartars,  that  they  durst  not  approach  any  further  or 
hu  array*  nearer  into  Germany,  but  retired  for  that  time  into  their  country 
VuUhcd   a£am  *  wno,  recounting  their  victor)'  by  taking  each  man  but  one 
Nine      ear  of  every  one  of  the  Christians  that  were  slain,  found  the 
rfthenn  slaughter  so  great,  that  they  filled  nine  great  sacks  full  of  cars. 
uani1"*   Nevertheless,  after  this  (a.d.  1260),  the  same  Tartars,  having  the 
slain.      Muscovites  for  their  guides,  returned  again  into  Polonia  and  Cracow ; 
where,  in  the  space  of  three  months,  they  overran  the  land  with  fire 
and  sword  to  the  coasts  of  Silesia,  and  had  not  the  princes  of  Ger- 
many put  to  their  helping  hand  in  this  lamentable  case,  they  had 
utterly  wasted  the  whole  land  of  Poland,  and  the  coasts  thereabout. 
Richard      This  year  also,  in  the  month  of  April,  Richard,  king  of  Almain, 
Airnain   died  at  the  castle  of  Berkhamstcad,  and  was  buried  at  the  abbey  of 
variant  Hailes,  which  he  built  from  the  ground.    The  same  year  also,  at 
between  Norwich,  there  arose  a  great  controversy  between  the  monks  and  the 
monkt    citizens,  about  certain  tallages  and  liberties.  At  last,  after  much  alter- 
******   cation  and  wrangling  words,  the  furious  rage  of  the  citizens  so  much 
or  Nor-    increased  and  prevailed,  and  so  little  was  the  fear  of  God  before  their 
eyes,  that  altogether  they  set  upon  the  abbey  and  priory,  and  burned 
both  the  church  and  bishop's  palace.  When  this  thing  was  heard  abroad, 
the  people  were  very  sorry  to  hear  of  so  bold  and  naughty  an  enter- 
Execu    prise,  and  much  discommended  the  same.    At  last,  king  Henry, 


Norwich  calling  for  certain  of  his  lords  and  barons,  sent  them  to  the  city  of 
«mhe    Norwich,  that  they  might  punish  and  sec  execution  done  on  the 
ki*  gd  of  cme^  malefactors ;  insomuch  that  some  of  them  were  condemned  and 
Henry    burnt,  some  of  them  hanged,  and  some  were  drawn  by  the  heels  with 
Adam,    horses  throughout  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  afterwards  in  much 
Cmi«'  n"serv  tnev  ended  their  wretched  lives.    The  same  year  Adam,  the 
bury  rc-  prior  of  Canterbury,  and  bishop  elect,  in  the  presence  of  Pope  Gre- 
fc*aid£a  gory  X.  refused  to  be  archbishop,  although  he  was  elected ;  wherefore 
SSkawf  the  P°PC  S**0  the  ^hbishopric  to  friar  Robert  Kilwardby,  the  provost 
Robert^  of  the  preaching  friars,  a  man  of  good  life  and  great  learning.  He 
by1,  arch-  was  consecrated  at  Canterbury,  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  by  six 
cSSu?  bishops  of  the  same  province.    The  same  year  also,  at  Michaelmas, 
the  lord  Edmund,  the  son  of  king  Richard,  of  Almain,  married  the 
Death  of  sister  of  Gilbert,  earl  of  Gloucester.    Also  in  this  year,  a.d.  1278, 
Henry    on  the  sixteenth  day  before  the  kalends  of  December,  being  the 
111       day  of  St.  Edmund  archbishop  and  confessor,  died  king  Henry,  in 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  reign,  and  was  buried  at  Westminster, 
leaving  behind  him  two  sons  and  two  daughters ;  to  wit,  Edward,  the 
prince,  and  Edmund,  earl  of  Lancaster  and  Leicester,  Beatrice,  and 
Margaret ;  which  Margaret  was  married  to  the  king  of  Scots.  T'.iis 
king  Henry,  in  his  lifetime,  began  the  building  of  the  church  and 
steeple  of  Westminster,  but  did  not  thoroughly  finish  the  same  before 
his  death. 
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EDWARD  THE  FIRST.' 


I  n  the  time  of  the  death  of  king  Henry,  Edward,  his  eldest  son,  Bdwardi. 
was  absent  in  Gascon y,  as  a  little  before  you  heard ;  yet  notwith-  ~A  jj 
standing,  by  Robert  Kilwarby,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  other  1272. 
bishops  and  nobles,  he  was  ordained  heir  and  successor  to  his  father ; 
on  hearing  of  whose  death,  he  returned  home  to  his  country,  and  was 
crowned  a.d.  1274.    On  that  occasion  he  laid  down  his  crown,  saying, 
he  would  no  more  put  it  on,  before  he  had  gathered  together  all  the 
lands  appertaining  to  the  same.    This  Edward,  who  liad  always 
before  been  a  loving  and  natural  child  to  his  father,  whom  he  had 
delivered  out  of  prison  and  captivity ;  hearing  afterwards  of  the  death 
of  his  son,  and  of  that  of  his  rather,  both  together,  wept  and  lamented 
much  more  for  his  father,  than  for  his  son,  saying  to  the  French 
king,  who  asked  the  cause  thereof,  that  the  loss  of  his  child  was  but 
light ;  for  children  might  afterwards  increase  and  be  multiplied,  but 
the  loss  of  his  parent  was  greater,  which  could  not  be  recovered.11  So 
Almighty  God,  for  his  piety  shown  to  his  father,  rewarded  him  again  to 
with  great  success,  felicity,  and  long  reign,  insomuch  that  he  being  JJSw 
young,  as  he  was  playing  at  chess  with  a  certain  soldier  of  his,  of  0(A- 
suddenly  having  occasion  given,  rose  up  and  went  his  way  ;  who  had  a  minde 
only  just  voided  the  place,  when  incontinent  fell  down  a  mighty  stone  p[«w-n 
from  the  vault  above,  directly  upon  the  place  where  he  had  sat,  able  yjjfj^* 
to  have  quashed  him  in  pieces,  if  he  had  tarried  ever  so  little  more ; 
in  whose  preservation,  as  I  see  present  the  hand  and  mighty  pro- 
vidence of  the  living  God,  so,  in  the  king's  order  again,  I  note  a  Fai«? 
fault  or  error  worthy  of  reprehension,  in  that  he,  after  receiving  such 


a  lively  benefit  at  the  hand  of  the  living  Lord,  and  going  therefore 
on  pilgrimage  to  Walsingham,  gave  thanks  not  only  to  our  Lord,  but  giveththe 
rather  to  a  rotten  block.*  So?1' 

Of  the  gentle  nature  of  this  courageous  prince,  sufficient  proof  is 
given  by  this  one  example.  One  day  being  in  his  disport  of  hawking,  bath  iiw 
he  chanced  sharply  to  rebuke  the  negligence  of  one  of  his  gentlemen,  ,hlu,lt* 
for  what  fault  I  cannot  tell,  about  his  hawk :  the  gentleman,  being 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  hearing  his  menacing  words,  was  glad, 
as  he  said,  that  the  river  was  between  them.    With  this  answer  the 
courageous  blood  of  this  prince  being  moved,  upon  present  heat  he 
leaped  straight  into  the  flood,  being  both  of  a  swift  stream  and  of  a 
dangerous  deepness,  and  no  less  hard  in  getting  out.  Notwith- 
standing, either  forgetting  his  own  life,  or  neglecting  the  danger  pre- 
sent, and  having  a  good  horse,  he  ventureth  his  own  death,  to  have 
the  death  of  his  man.  At  length,  with  much  difficulty  recovering  the  S^S'nw 
bank,  with  his  sword  drawn  he  pursueth  his  provoker,  who  having  not 
■0  good  a  horse,  and  seeing  himself  in  danger  of  being  taken,  reincth  be  ica'm 
up  his  horse,  and  returning  back  bareheaded  unto  the  prince,  sub-  uJpn .1 
mitteth  his  neck  under  his  hand  to  strike.  The  prince,  whose  fervent 

(I)  Edition  1563,  p.  74.    Ed.  1583,  p.  339.    Ed.  153G,  p.  310.    Ed.  1691,  vol.  i.  p.  3S6. 
(*)  Rob.  Avcsbury.    Also  from  the  Chronicle*  of  Thoraaj  Wal.-in,;l.am  p.  44.      (3)  Ibid. 

vol.  II.  p  r 
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/.  stomach  the  water  of  the  whole  river  could  not  quench,  a  little  sub- 
^  j)    mission  of  his  man  did  so  cool,  that  the  quarrel  dropped,  his  anger 
1272.  ceased,  and  his  sword  was  put  up  without  any  stroke  given.    And  so 
both  returned  to  their  game,  good  friends  again.1 
w»iM        In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  the  king  had  much  ado  in  Wales, 
*u  u     where  he  had  divers  conflicts  with  the  Welshmen,  whom  he  at  last 
subdued,  and  cut  down  their  woods,  suppressed  rebellions,  and  van- 
Thc       quishing  their  kings  Llewelyn  and  his  brother,  ordained  his  eldest  son 
ei'dwt  »on  Edward,  born  in  the  same  country,  to  be  prince  of  Wales.  This  Llew- 
waici.0'  ^y™'  captain  of  the  Welshmen  here  mentioned,  rebelling  against  king 
Edward,  asked  counsel  byway  of  conjuration,  what  event  should  come 
upon  his  attempt ;  to  whom  it  was  told,  that  he  should  go  forward  boldly, 
for  doubtless  he  should  ride  through  Cheapside  in  London,  with  a 
crown  on  his  head.    Which  so  came  to  pass ;  for,  being  slain,  his 
head  with  a  crown  of  silver  was  carried  through  Cheap  to  London 
v»in  pro-  Bridge.    By  this,  men  may  learn  not  to  seek  or  stick  to  these  vain 
mtteta  prophecies,  which  though  they  fall  true,  yet  are  they  but  the  trains  of 
•omfbtto.  tlie  devil  to  deceive  men. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  and  such  a  rot,  that 
it  consumed  a  great  multitude  of  sheep  in  the  land,  through  the 
occasion,  as  they  say,  of  one  scabbed  sheep  that  came  out  of  Spain. 
The  king  returning  from  Wales  to  England,  ordered  certain  new 
Puni.h-  laws  for  the  wealth  of  the  realm.  Among  many  others,  this  was  one: 
Mm*  authority  was  given  to  all  mayors,  bailiffs,  and  other  officers  to  sec 
and  mti   execution  and  punishment  with  the  pillory  on  all  bakers  making 
ThI  ita-  bread  under  the  assize ;  and  with  the  tumbrel,  on  millers  stealing 
tute  of    corT))  &c#    Within  two  years  after  this,  the  statute  of  mortmain  was 
!iirt       first  enacted,  which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  that  no  man  should  give 
enacted.  unt0  tjie  cnurci,  anv  ]an(ig  or  ren^  without  special  license  of  the 

king. 

a.d.1279  About  this  time,  being  the  seventh  year  of  king  Edward's  reign 
nim  by  (A-D-  Jews,  for  money-clipping,  were  brought  to  execution, 

Ludgntc  and  in  the  same  vear  began  the  foundation  of  the  Black-friars  by 
Ludgate.  The  town  of  Boston  was  greatly  wasted  this  year  with 
bUmJih  fire.  The  halfpenny  and  farthing  began  first  to  be  coined  about  the 
ed^with  same  time,  which  was  the  eighth  year  of  this  king's  reign.  The 
fourth  year  after  this,  the  great  conduit  in  Cheap  began  to  be  made. 
a.d.  1x84.  In  the  year  following,  the  new  work  of  the  church  of 
Westminster  (begun  as  is  before  premised  in  the  third  year  of 
Henry  III.)  was  finished,  which  was  sixty-six  years  in  edifying.  The 
Jews  were  utterly  banished  this  realm  of  England  at  the  same  time, 
for  which  the  commons  gave  to  the  king  a  fifteenth,*  &c. 

After  that,  the  country  of  Wales  was  brought  into  full  order  and 
quiet,  by  the  hewing  down  of  the  woods,  and  casting  down  the  old 
holds,  and  building  of  new ;  which  all  was  brought  to  a  perfect  end, 
about  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  this  king's  reign.  Tnen  ensued 
another  broil,  as  great  or  greater,  with  Scotland,  to  the  great  disquiet 
of  the  king  and  the  realm  of  England  for  many  years  after.  This 
trouble  first  began  by  the  death  of  Alexander,  king  of  Scots,  who 
died  without  issue  left  alive.     Although  Fabian  in  the  seventh 

(1)  Hob.  Avcbury.  SWh.  Tmrt.  and  Thn 
(<l)  Tho.  WaMiigham  and  Wallci  (Unburn. 
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book  of  his  Chronicles  affirmeth,  that  he  left  three  daughters,  Bdwardi. 
the  eldest  married  to  Sir  John  Baliol,  the  second  to  Robert  Bruce, 
the  third  to  one  Hastings.  But  this  in  Fabian  is  to  be  corrected,  as 
which  not  only  standeth  not  with  itself,  but  is  clearly  convicted  by 
the  witness  and  history  of  Robert  Avesbury  and  also  by  that  of 
Gisburn. 

For  first,  if  king  Alexander  had  left  his  eldest  daughter  married 
to  Sir  John  Baliol,  then  what  controversy  might  rise  among  the 
lords  about  succession,  needing  such  diligent  and  anxious  deciding 
by  the  king  of  England  ?    Secondly,  what  claim  or  title  could  the 
king  of  Norway  have  to  the  crown  of  Scotland,  who  was  one  of  the 
challengers,  claiming  the  said  crown  in  the  behalf  of  Margaret,  the 
niece  of  the  aforesaid  king  Alexander,  her  grandfather,  if  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  father  had  been  left  alive  ?    Thirdly,  what  can  be  Lvk  of 
more  plain,  when  by  the  affirmance  of  the  aforesaid  story  it  is  testi-  *"J£"hau 
fied,  that  king  Alexander  had  two  wives,  of  the  second  whereof  he  dM"i|!" 
had  no  issue  ?    Of  the  first,  he  had  two  children  :  Alexander,  who  worketh 
died  before  his  father  ;  and  Margaret  married  to  the  king  of  Norway,  ntim, 
who  died  also  before  her  father,  of  whom  came  Margaret,  the  niece  of 
Alexander,  and  daughter  to  the  king  of  Norway  before  mentioned  ; 
and  she  also  died  in  the  journey  between  Norway  and  Scotland,  the 
fourth  year  after  the  decease  of  her  grandfather.    ^Vhereforc,  as  this 
matter  standeth  most  clear,  so  let  us  now,  returning  from  whence  we 
digressed,  prosecute  the  rest  that  followeth.    After  that,  Alexander  The  king 
thus,  as  is  said,  departing  without  issue,  and  also  Margaret  his  niece  h„d'nB" 
in  Norway  being  deceased,  the  matter  came  into  great  doubt  among  BJiJf ,,y 
the  nobles  of  Scotland  (especially  twelve  by  name),  to  whom  the  right 
of  the  crown  should  next  pertain.     After  much  variance  among  ur scJf- 
partics,  at  length  the  election  and  determination  of  the  matter  was  ^"m| 
committed  to  the  judgment  of  king  Edward  of  England  ;  who,  after 
sufficient  proof  made  to  the  Scots,  and  firm  evidence  brought  out  of 
all  the  ancient  histories  both  of  England  and  Scotland,  testifying 
from  time  to  time  that  he  was  chief  head  and  sovereign  of  the  realm 
of  Scotland  ;  first,  by  necessity  of  the  law,  and  by  all  their  consents, 
took  full  possession  of  the  same.    And  that  done,  he  adjudged  the 
right  of  the  crown  to  John  Baliol,  who  descended  from  the  daughter 
of  David,  earl  of  Huntingdon,  brother  to  David,  king  of  Scots,  in 
the  days  of  king  Henry  II.    This  earl  David  had  three  daughters, 
Isabel,  married  to  Rolxrt  Bruce;  Margaret,  to  Allen  earl  of  Gallo- 
way ;  and  Ellen,  to  Henry  lord  Hastings.    Allen  earl  of  Galloway 
had  Ellen,  married  to  Roger  Quincy,  earl  of  Winchester,  constable 
of  Scotland ;  aqd  Dorvagile,  married  to  John  Baliol,  father  to  Edward, 
king  of  Scots. 

When  these  things  were  thus  finished  in  Scotland,  and  Sir  John  sir  John 
Baliol,  as  most  rightful  inheritor,  had  received  the  crown  of  Scotland  "a1,1.1,,1 
at  the  hands  of  king  Edward  thankfully,  and  for  the  same,  in  the  ^"f,^d 
presence  of  the  barony  of  England  and  of  Scotland,  doing  unto  the  by  k„ll{' 
said  king  Edward  his  homage,  and  swearing  to  him  fealty :  the  Scots,  "i7k"  r* 
with  their  new  king,  returned  into  Scotland,  and  king  Edward  removed  ^^rth 
again  to  England,    a.d.  1292.  ««""• 

But  not  long  after,  the  falseness  of  this  Scottish  king  soon  appeared,  En'^aU 
who,  repenting  him  of  his  homage  done,  untrulv  forsook  his  former 
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oath  and  promise,  and  made  war  against  king  Edward,  through  the 
A.T)T  counsel  of  the  abbot  of  Melros.    Wherefore  the  king,  with  a  great 
1295.  host,  sped  him  into  Scotland,  and  in  process  laid  siege  to  the  town  of 
KaUcncM  Berwick,  which  the  Scots  did  eagerly  defend,  not  only  to  the  discom- 

SwnU  fiturc'  but  a,8°  to  thc  llcri8'on  °f tne  king  aI1(1  lu8  English  host.  But 
king,      in  conclusion,  the  Englishmen  prevailed  and  won  the  town,  where 
Town  »nd  wcrc  gjam  Qf  tne  Scots  the  number  of  five  and  twenty  thousand. 
Berwick  While  the  king  was  there  busied  in  winning  other  holds  about  the 
Enlt'iuh-  same,  he  sent  part  of  his  host  to  Dunbar,  where  the  Englishmen 
nwn-      again  had  the  victory,  and  slew  of  the  Scots  twenty  thousand  : 
jFu?t*iyne"  Oisburn  saith  but  ten  thousand ;  so  that  very  few  were  lost  of  the 
jmnuucd  English  company.    The  king,  with  a  great  number  of  prisoners 
returning  into  his  realm,  shortly  after  sped  him  over  unto  Flanders, 
where  he  sustained  great  trouble  through  the  French  king,  till  truce 
for  a  certain  space  was  between  them  concluded.    But,  while  king 
Edward  was  thus  occupied  beyond  thc  seas,  the  French  king,  resorting 
to  his  practised  manner,  set  the  Scots  secretly  against  the  Englishmen 
rebel8**'*  to  keep  the  king  at  home;  which  Scots,  making  themselves  a  captain 
■pta.     named  William  Wallace,  warred  upon  the  borders  of  Northumber- 
land, where  they  did  much  hurt.    At  length  thc  king,  returning 
second    from  Bourdeaux  into  England,  shortly  after  took  his  journey  into 
ofktnlj    Scotland,  where  meeting  at  York  with  his  host,  he  marched  into  the 
ffrSSt  realm  of  Scotland,  winning,  as  he  went,  towns  and  castles,  till  at 
a'd'iim  lcnr>tn  coming  to  thc  town  of  Falkirk  on  Mary  Magdalen's  day,  he 
met  with  the  power  of  Scotland,  and  had  with  them  a  sore  fight,  but, 
through  God's  providence,  the  victory  fell  to  the  right  cause  of 
Englishmen :  so  that  of  the  Scots  were  slain  in  thc  field,  as  it  is  of 
divers  writers  affirmed,  above  thc  number  of  thirty  and  two  thousand  ; 
and  of  Englishmen,  but  barely  twenty-eight  persons.1  Whereupon 
the  king,  again  taking  possession  and  fealty  of  the  whole  land,  returned 
home. 

Nnuwe  And  yet  the  false  untruth  of  the  Scots  would  not  thus  be  ruled, 
S°n7t  but  rose  up  in  a  new  broil ;  thc  king,  therefore,  was  forced  to  march 
the  s«>t».  jjjg  power  again,  the  year  following,  into  Scotland,  where  he  so  sup- 
TheSoou  Pres8i'd  the  rebellion  of  the  lords  and  of  the  commons,  that  they, 
■  to  swearing  to  the  king's  allegiance,  presented  themselves  in  great 
companies,  and  put  themselves  wholly  at  the  king's  grace  and  mercy : 
so  that  thc  king,  thinking  himself  to  be  in  peaceable  possession,  and 
in  a  great  surety  of  the  land,  caused  to  be  sworn  unto  him  the  rulers 
of  the  boroughs,  cities,  and  towns,  with  other  officers  of  thc  land,  and 
so  returned  unto  Berwick,  and  from  thence  into  England,  and  lastly 
to  Westminster. 

These  martial  affairs  between  England  and  Scotland,  although  they 
appertain  not  greatly  to  the  purpose  of  our  story  ecclesiastical,  yet 
thus  much,  by  the  way,  I  thought  briefly  to  notice,  that  what  followeth 
in  thc  sequel  hereof,  might  the  better  be  understood  bv  these  premises* 
As  thc  Scots  were  thus  warring  and  raging  against  tlie  king,  and  saw 
they  could  not  make  their  party  good,  they  sent  privily  to  pope 
The  ^  Boniface  for  his  aid  and  counsel :  who  immediately  sendeth  down  his 
precept  to  thc  king,  to  this  effect,  that  he  should  hereafter  cease  to 
disquiet  or  molest  the  Scots,  for  that  they  were  a  people  exempt,  and 

(I)  Ex  Kabiann  (J)  Ex  Chron.  Tho.  WaJjtnirham  et  Ave*bur> 
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properly  pertaining  to  his  chapel ;  and  therefore  it  could  not  other-  sdwardi. 
wise  be,  but  that  the  city  of  Jerusalem  must  needs  defend  its  own  A  D 
citizens ;  and,  as  the  Mount  Sion  maintains  such  as  trust  in  the  Lord,  1299. 
&c.    Whereunto  the  king  briefly  maketh  answer  again,  swearing  ft^ 
with  an  oath,  that  he  would  to  his  uttermost  keep  and  defend  that  ^Xlt. 
which  was  his  right,  evidently  known  to  all  the  world,  &c.  Thus 
the  Scots,  bearing  themselves  bold  upon  the  pope's  message,  and  also 
confederating  themselves  with  the  Frenchmen,  passed  over  that  year. 
In  the  following  year  (which  was  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  king's  Tbc  pop« 
reign),  the  said  pope  Boniface  dirccteth  his  letters  again  to  the  king,  ^hs^f- 
wherein  he  doth  vindicate  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  to  be  proper  to  l"J^ 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  not  subject  to  the  king  of  England :  fromJ 

i       •         i       o         .i  \  •     ,         i         •     .    •  i     i  dominion 

showing,  therefore,  that  it  was  against  (rod,  against  justice,  and  also  uf  Eo« 
prejudicial  to  the  church  of  Rome,  for  him  to  have  or  hold  dominion  Und 
over  the  same ;  which  he  proved  by  these  reasons : 

"  First,  that  when  king  Henry,  the  father  of  this  king,  received 
aid  of  Alexander,  king  of  Scots,  in  his  wars  against  Simon  Mountfort, 
he  recognised  and  acknowledged  in  his  letters  patent,  that  he  received 
the  same  of  king  Alexander,  not  of  any  duty,  but  of  special  favour. 

"  Item,  when  the  said  king  Alexander,  coming  to  England,  did 
homage  to  the  said  king  Henry ;  he  did  it  not  as  king  of  Scotland, 
but  only  for  certain  lands  of  Tindal  and  Penrith,  Iving  in  England. 

"  Item,  whereas  the  said  king  Alexander  left  beliind  him  Margaret 
his  heir;  being  niece  to  the  king  of  England,  and  yet  under  age ;  yet 
the  tuition  of  the  said  Margaret  was  committed  not  to  the  king  of 
England,  but  to  certain  lords  of  Scotland,  deputed  to  the  same. 

"  Moreover,  when  any  legacy  was  directed  down  from  Rome  to 
the  realm  of  England,  for  collecting  of  tenths  or  other  causes,  the  said 
legacy  took  no  place  in  the  realm  of  Scotland,  and  might  well  be 
resisted  (as  it  was  in  king  Alexander  s  days),  except  another  special 
commission  touching  the  realm  of  Scotland,  were  joined  withal. 
Whereby  it  appeareth,  that  these  be  two  several  dominions,  and  not 
subject  under  one. 

"  Adding,  furthermore,  that  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  at  the  first, 
was  converted  by  the  relics  of  the  blessed  apostle  St.  Peter,  through 
the  divine  operation  of  God,  to  the  unity  of  the  catholic  faith. 

"  Whcr.  ?fore,  upon  these  causes  und  reasons,  pope  Boniface,  in  his 
letters  to  the  king,  required  him  to  give  over  his  claim,  and  cease  his 
wars  against  the  Scottish  nation,  and  release  all  such,  both  of  the 
spiritualty  and  the  laity,  as  he  had  of  them  prisoners.  Also,  to  call 
home  again  his  officers  and  deputies,  which  he  had  there  placed  and 
ordained  to  the  grievance  of  that  nation,  to  the  slander  of  all  faithful 
people,  and  no  less  prejudice  to  the  church  of  Rome.  And  if  he 
would  claim  any  right  or  title  to  the  said  realm,  or  any  part  thereof, 
he  should  send  up  his  procurators  specially  to  the  same  appointed, 
with  all  that  he  could  for  himself  allege,  unto  the  see  apostolic,  there 
to  receive  what  reason  and  right  would  require.** 

The  king,  after  he  had  received  these  letters  of  the  pope,  assembled  a.d.ijoi. 
a  council  or  parliament  at  Lincoln,  by  the  advice  of  which  council  and  rcplicth8 
parliament,  he  addressed  other  letters  responsal  to  the  pope  again ;  ,0 
wherein  first,  in  all  reverend  manner,  he  desireth  him  not  to  give 
light  ear  to  the  sinister  suggestions  of  false  reports,  and  imaginers  of 
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Edvardi.  mischief.    Then  he  declareth,  out  of  old  records  and  histories  from 
A  D    the  first  time  of  the  Britons,  that  the  realm  of  Scotland  hath  always, 
1301.  from  time  to  time,  been  all  one  with  England,  beginning  first  with 
g^,,^  Brutus  in  the  time  of  Eli,  and  Samuel,  the  prophet :  which  Brutus, 
Jfl«»    coming  from  Troy  to  this  isle,  called  then  Albion,  afterwards  called 
und.  *  by  him  Britannia,  had  tlircc  sons ;  Locrinus,  to  whom  he  'gave  that 
part  of  the  land,  called  then  of  him  Lcegria,  now  Anglia ;  Albanactus, 
his  second  son,  to  whom  he  gave  Albania,  now  called  Scotia ;  and  his 
third  son,  Camber,  to  whom  he  gave  Cambria,  now  called  Wales. 

**  And  thus  much  concerning  the  first  division  of  this  isle,  as  in  ancient  histories 
is  found  recorded.  In  which  matter,  passing  over  the  death  of  king  Humber, 
the  acts  of  Dunwald,  king  of  this  realm,  the  division  of  Belyn  and  Brenne.  the 
victories  of  king  Arthur,  we  will  resort,"  sailh  the  king,  "  to  more  near  times, 
testified  and  witnessed  by  sufficient  authors,  as  Marianus  Scotus,  William 
Malmesbury,  Roger  Abyndon,  Henry  Huntingdon,  Radulph  de  Bizoto  nnd 
others,  all  of  whom  make  special  declaration,  and  give  manifest  evidence  of  the 
execution  of  this  our  right,  saith  he,  "  and  title  of  superiority  ever  continued 
and  preserved  hitherto. 

"  And  first  to  begin  with  Edward  the  Elder,  oefore  the  conquest,  son  to 
Alured  (or  Alfred),  king  of  England,  about  a.d.  907,  it  is  plain  and  manifest  that 
he  had  under  his  dominion  and  obedience  the  king  of  Scots :  and  here  is  to  be 
noted,  that  this  matter  was  so  notorious  and  manifest,  that  Marian  the  Scot, 
writing  that  story  in  those  days,  granteth,  confesseth,  and  testifieth  the  same : 
and  this  dominion  continued  in  that  state  twenty-three  years.  At  that  time, 
Athelstan  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  having  by  battle  conquered 
Scotland,  he  made  one  Constantine,  king  of  that  party,  to  rule  and  govern  the 
country  of  Scotland  under  him ;  adding  this  princely  word,  that  it  was  more 
honour  to  him  to  make  a  king,  than  to  be  a  king. 

"  Twenty-four  yeare  after  that,  which  was  a.  d.  947,  Eldred,  the  king  our 
progenitor,  Athelstan "s  brother,  took  homage  of  Irise,  then  king  of  Scots. 

"  Thirty  years  after  that,  which  was  a.d.  977,  king  Edgar,  our  predecessor, 
took  homage  of  Kynald,  king  of  Scots.  Here  was  a  little  trouble  in  England 
by  the  death  of  SL  Edward,  king  and  martyr,  destroyed  by  the  deceit  of  his 
mother-in-law,  but  yet  within  memory. 

Forty  years  after  the  homage  done  by  Kynald  to  king  Edgar,  that  is  to  say, 
a.d.  1017,  Malcoline,  the  king  of  Scots,  did  homage  to  Canute  our  predecessor. 
After  this  homage  done,  the  Scots  uttered  some  piece  of  their  natural  dispo- 
sition, whereupon  (by  war  made  by  our  progenitor  SL  Edward  the  Confessor, 
thirty  and  nine  years  after  that  homage  done,  that  is  to  say,  a.d.  1056), 
Malcoline,  king  of  Scots,  was  vanquished,  and  the  realm  of  Scotland  given  to 
Malcoline  his  son,  by  our  said  progenitor  St.  Edward,  unto  whom  the  said 
Malcoline  made  homage  and  fealty 

M  Within  forty  years  after  that,  William  the  Conqueror  entered  this  realm, 
whereof  he  accounted  no  perfect  conquest  until  he  had  likewise  subdued  the 
Scots;  and,  therefore,  in  the  said  year  (which  was  a.d.  1068),  the  said  Malco- 
line, king  of  Scots,  did  homage  to  the  said  William  the  Conqueror  as  to  his 
superior,  by  conquest  king  of  England. 

"  Twenty  and  five  years  after  that,  which  was  a.d.  1093,  the  said  Malcoline 
did  homage  and  fealty  to  William  Rufus,  son  to  the  said  William  the  Conqueror; 
and  yet  after  that,  he  was  for  his  offences  and  demerits  deposed,  and  his  son 
substituted  in  his  place,  who  likewise  failed  in  his  duty ;  and,  therefore,  was 
ordained  in  that  estate,  by  the  said  William  Rufus,  Edpir,  brother  to  the  last 
Malcoline,  and  son  to  the  first,  who  did  his  homage  and  fealty  accordingly. 

"  Seven  years  after  thaL  which  was  a.d.  1100,  the  said  Edgar,  king  of  the 
Scots  did  homage  to  Henry  I.,  our  progenitor. 

M  Thirty-seven  years  after  that  David,  king  of  Scots,  did  homage  to  Matilda, 
the  emperatrice,  as  daughter  and  heir  to  Henry  I.  Wherefore  being  afterwards 
required  by  Stephen,  then  obtaining  possession  of  the  realm,  to  make  his 
homage,  he  refused  so  to  do,  because  he  had  before  made  it  to  the  said  Matilda, 
and  thereupon  forbore.  After  David's  death,  which  ensued  shortly  after,  the 
son  of  the  said  David  made  homage  to  the  said  king  Stephen. 
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"  Fourteen  years  after  that,  which  was  a.d.  1 150,  William,  king  of  Scots,  and  Edvardl. 
David  his  brother,  with  all  the  nobles  of  Scotland,  made  homage  to  the  son  of    »  n 
Henry  II.,  with  a  reservation  of  their  duty  to  Henry  II.,  his  father.  iini* 

"  Twenty-five  years  after  that,  which  was  a.d.  1 175,  William,  king  of  Scotland, 
after  much  rebellion  and  reflistance  according  to  their  natural  inclination  (king 
Henry  II.  then  being  in  Normandy),  acknowledged  finally  his  error,  and  made 
his  peace  and  composition,  confirmed  with  his  great  seal,  and  the  seals  of  the 
nobility  of  Scotland,  making  therewith  his  homage  and  fealty. 

"  Within  fifteen  years  after  that,  which  was  a.d.  1190,  the  said  William,  king 
of  Scots,  came  to  our  city  of  Canterbury,  and  there  did  homage  to  our  noble 
progenitor  king  Richard  I. 

"  Fourteen  years  after  that,  the  said  William  did  homage  to  our  progenitor 
king  John,  upon  a  hill  beside  Lincoln,  making  his  oath  upon  the  cross  of 
Hubert,  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  being  there  present,  and  a  marvellous 
multitude  assembled  for  that  purpose. 

"  Twenty-six  years  after  that,  which  was  a.d.  1230,  Alexander,  king  of  Scots, 
married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  our  progenitor  Henry  III.,  at  our  city  of 
York,  at  the  feast  of  Christmas :  at  which  time  the  said  Alexander  did  his 
homage  to  our  said  progenitor,  who  reigned  in  this  realm  fifty-six  years.  And, 
therefore,  between  the  homage  made  by  the  said  Alexander,  king  of  Scotland, 
and  the  homage  done  by  Alexander,  son  to  the  said  king  of  Scots,  to  us  at  our 
coronation  at  Westminster,  there  was  about  fifty  years.  At  that  time,  the  said 
Alexander,  king  of  Scots,  repaired  to  the  said  feast  of  our  coronation,  and  there 
did  he  his  duty  as  is  aforesaid." 

Besides  these  letters  of  the  king,  the  lords  temporal  also,  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  commonalty  and  parliament,  wrote  another  letter 
to  the  pope  answering  to  that  in  which  the  pope  arrogated  to  him 
to  be  judge  respecting  the  title  to  the  realm  of  Scotland,  which  the 
king  of  England  claimed  unto  himself ;  which  letter  also  I  thought 
good  to  annex  in  the  words  here  following. 


The  Lords  Temporal,  and  the  whole  Barony  of  England  to  the 

Pope. 

The  holy  mother  church,  by  whose  ministry  the  catholic  see  is  governed,  in  A 
her  deeds,  as  we  throughly  believe  and  hold,  proceedeth  with  that  ripeness  in  "onutera- 
judgmcnt,  that  she  will  be  hurtful  to  none,  hut,  like  a  mother,  would  every  poralto 
man's  right  to  be  kept  unbroken  as  well  in  others  as  in  herself.  Whereas,  t,,e  P°P*- 
therefore,  in  a  general  parliament  called  at  Lincoln  of  late  by  our  most  dread 
lord  Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God  the  noble  king  of  England,  the  same  our 
lord  caused  certain  letters  received  from  you  to  be  read  openly,  and  to  be 
declared  seriously  before  us,  about  certain  businesses  touching  the  condition 
and  state  of  the  realm  of  Scotland :  we  did  not  a  little  muse  and  marvel  with 
ourselves,  hearing  the  meanings  concerning  the  same,  so  wondrous  and  strange, 
as  the  like  we  have  not  heard  at  any  time  before.  For  we  know,  most  holy 
father,  and  it  is  well  known  as  well  in  this  realm  of  England,  as  also  it  is  not 
unknown  to  other  persons  besides,  that  from  the  first  beginning  of  the  realm  of 
England,  the  certain  and  direct  government  of  the  realm  of  Scotland  in  all 
temporal  causes,  from  time  to  time,  belonged  to  the  kings  of  the  same  reahn  of 
England,  and  realm  of  Scotland ;  as  well  in  the  times  of  the  Britons,  as  also  of 
Englishmen.  Yea  rather,  the  same  realm  of  Scotland  of  old  time  was  in  fee 
to  the  ancestors  of  our  aforesaid  lords,  kings  of  England,  now  to  [the  lord 
Edward]  himself.  Furthermore,  the  kings  of  the  Scots,  and  the  realm,  nave  not 
been  under  any  other  than  the  kings  of  England;  and  the  kings  of  England 
have  not  answered,  nor  ought  to  answer  for  their  rights  in  the  aforesaid  realm, 
or  for  any  their  temporalities  before  any  judge  ecclesiastical  or  secular,  by  reason 
of  free  pre-eminence  of  the  state  of  their  royal  dignity,  and  custom  kept  without 
breach  at  all  times.  Wherefore,  after  treat)'  had,  and  diligent  deliberation  of 
the  contents  in  your  aforesaid  letters,  this  was  the  common  agreeing  and  consent 
with  one  mind,  and  shall  be  without  fail  in  time  to  come,  by  God's  grace :  that 
our  aforesaid  lord  the  king  ought  by  no  means  to  answer  in  judgment  in  any 


Digitized  by  Google 


584  ANOTHER  SCOTTISH   REBELLION  SUPPRESSED. 


9,  nor  should  bring  his  aforesaid  right  into  doubt,  nor  ought  to  send  any 

 proctors  or  messengers  to  your  presence :  especially  seeing  that  the  premises 

A.  D.  tend  manifestly  to  the  disinheriting  of  the  right  of  the  crown  of  England,  and 
l-'HH.  the  plain  overthrow  of  the  state  of  the  said  realm,  and  also  hurt  of  the  liberties, 
~  customs,  and  laws  of  our  fathers;  for  the  keeping  and  defence  of  which  we  are 
bound  by  the  duty  of  our  oath  made,  and  we  will  maintain  them  with  all  power, 
and  will  defend  tnem,  by  God's  help,  with  all  strength.  And  further,  we  will 
not  suffer  our  aforesaid  lord  the  king  to  do,  or  by  any  means  to  attempt  the 
premises,  being  so  unaccustomed,  unwont,  and  not  heard  of  before.  Where- 
fore, we  reverently  and  humbly  beseech  your  holiness  that  ye  would  suffer  the 
same  our  lord,  king  of  England,  who  among  other  princes  of  the  world,  showeth 
himself  catholic  and  devout  to  the  Romish  church,  quietly  to  enjoy  his  rights, 
liberties,  customs,  and  laws  aforesaid ;  without  all  impairing  and  trouble,  and 
let  them  continue  untouched.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  set  our  seals  to 
these  presents,  as  well  for  us,  as  for  the  whole  commonalty  of  the  aforesaid 
realm  of  England.  Dated  at  Lincoln,  in  the  year  of  our  Saviour  1301,  and  in 
the  twenty-eighth  of  Edward  I. 

a.  d.i so?.     The  year  following  (a.d.  1302),  the  said  pope  Boniface,  the  eighth 
ISfiJSF  of  that  name,  taking  displeasure  with  Philip  the  French  king,  excited 
•  "hi*    king      war^  °^  England  to  war  against  him,  promising  him  great  aid 
ktng.      thereunto.    But  he  (as  mine  author  saith)  little  trusting  the  pope's 
false  unstable  affection  toward  him  well  proved  before,  put  him  off 
with  delays.1    Whereupon,  the  French  king  fearing  the  power  of 
king  Edward,  whom  the  pope  had  set  against  his  friendship,  restored 
unto  him  again  Gascony,  which  he  wrongfully  had  in  his  hands  de- 
tained.   Concerning  this  variance  here  mentioned  between  the  pope 
and  the  French  king,  how  it  began  first,  and  to  what  end  it  fell  out, 
the  sequel  hereof  (Christ  willing)  shall  declare,  after  I  have  finished 
the  discourse  begun  between  England  and  Scotland. 
Another      In  this  year  the  aforesaid  William  Wallace,  who  had  done  so  many 
nkeWoB  displeasures  to  the  king  before,  continuing  still  in  his  rebellion, 
™wn-  gathered  great  multitudes  of  the  Scots  to  withstand  the  king,  till  at 
length  in  the  year  following  he  was  taken,  and  sent  up  to  London, 
anil  there  executed  for  the  same.    After  this,  the  king  held  his  par- 
liament at  Westminster,  whither  came  out  of  Scotland  the  bishop  of 
St.  Andrews,  Robert  Bruce  above  mentioned,  the  earl  of  Dunbar, 
the  earl  of  Aries,  and  sir  John  Comming,*  with  divers  others,  who 
voluntarily  were  sworn  to  be  true  to  the  king  of  England,  and  to 
The  pope  keep  the  land  of  Scotland  to  his  use  against  all  persons.   But  shortly 
cthwrni  a^er  tne         Robert  Bruce,  who,  as  is  said,  married  the  second 
«iuc  and  daughter  of  carl  David,  forgetting  his  oath  before  made  unto  the  king, 
di"nce  of  within  a  year  or  two  after  this,  by  the  counsel  of  the  abbot  of  Stone 
and  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  sent  up  unto  pope  Clement  V.,  for  a 
their      dispensation  of  his  oath  made ;  insinuating  to  him,  that  king  Edward 
vexed  and  grieved  the  realm  of  Scotland  wrongfully ;  whereupon  the 
m«a  in  pope  wrote  unto  the  king  to  leave  off  such  doings.  Notwithstanding 
nMdUrted  'ms  inhibition  to  the  pope,  the  king,  prosecuting  his  own  right, 
in  Kng-   after  he  had  understanding  of  the  doings  of  the  Scots  and  of  the 
mischief  of  Robert  Bruce  who  had  slain  with  his  own  hands  sir  John 
jcCwm  Comming,  for  not  consenting  with  him  and  other  lords  at  his  parlia- 
orihc     ment,  arrayed  his  power  and  strength  of  men,  preparing  himself 
toward  Scotland ;  where,  joining  with  the  said  sir  Robert  and  all 
his  power  of  Scotland  in  a  plain,  near  unto  St.  John's  Town,  he  put 
him  to  flight,  and  so  chased  the  Scots,  that  of  them  were  slain  to  the 

(I)  El  Rob,  AvMbury.  (2)  "  Comming,"  < 
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number  of  seven  thousand.   In  that  victory,  such  bishops  and  abbots  sawardi. 
as  were  taken  he  sent  to  the  pope;  the  temporal  lords  and  other  a.D. 
Scots  he  sent  to  London,  &c.    Sir  Robert  Bruce,  after  this  di scorn-  1307. 
fiturc,  when  he  had  thus  lost  both  the  field  and  his  chief  friends,  Ajwin 
seeing  himself  not  able  to  make  his  party  good,  fled  into  Norway, ,ubdued- 
wherc  he  abode  during  the  time  that  king  Edward  lived.  When 
this  noble  Edward  had  thus  subdued  the  Scots,  he  yielded  thanks  to 
God  for  his  victory,  and  so  setting  the  land  at  rest  and  in  order,  he 
returned  unto  London  ;  which  was  in  the  thirty-fifth  and  last  year 
of  his  reign,  a.d.  1807. 

Now  to  return  to  that  which  I  promised  before  touching  the  vari-  \  rj. 
ance  and  grievous  dissension  between  Philip  the  French  king  and  1292 
pope  Boniface  VIII.    After  the  bishopric  of  Rome  had  been  long  to 
void  through  the  dissension  of  the  cardinals,  for  the  space  of  two  1307> 
years  and  three  months ;  at  length  pope  Celestine  was  chosen  sue-  ^fwt 
cessor  to  pope  Nicholas  IV.    This  Celestine,  in  his  first  consistory,  »« «*- 
began  to  reform  the  clergy  of  Rome,  thinking  to  make  it  an  example  pmhp 
to  all  other  churches ;  wherefore,  he  procured  to  himself  such  hatred  *"£ 
among  his  clergy,  that  this  Boniface,  then  called  Benedict,  speaking 
through  a  reed  in  his  chamber  wall,  nightlv  admonished  him,  as  it 
had  been  a  voice  from  heaven,  that  he  should  give  over  his  papacy, 
as  being  a  burden  bigger  than  he  could  wield. 

This  pope  Celestine  after  he  had  sat  six  months,  by  the  treachery  Poj*^ 
and  falsehood  of  this  Boniface  was  induced  to  give  up  and  resign  his  nut  v. 
bishopric,  partly  for  the  voice  spoken  of  before,  partly  for  fear  ;  being 
told  by  certain  craftily  suborned  in  his  chamber,  that,  if  he  did  not 
resign,  he  would  lose  his  life  ;  who,  then,  after  his  resignation,  going 
to  live  in  some  solitary  desert,  being  a  simple  man,  was  vilely  taken 
and  thrust  into  perpetual  prison  by  pope  Boniface,  craftily  pretend-  cr»fty 
ing  that  he  did  it  not  for  anv  hatred  to  Celestine,  but  that  seditious  among  ' 
persons  might  not  have  him  as  their  head  to  raise  up  some  stir  in  the  ¥%%fn™* 
church  ;  and  so  he  was  brought  to  his  death.'    Wherefore,  this 
Boniface  was  worthily  called  the  eighth  Nero ;  of  whom  it  was  The 
rightly  said,  he  came  in  like  a  fox,  reigned  like  a  lion,  and  died  like  N?ro.h 
a  dog. 

This  pope  Boniface  succeeding  (a.d.  1294),  or  rather  invading 
after  Celestine,  behaved  himself  so  imperiously,  that  he  put  down 
princes,  and  excommunicated  kings,  who  did  not  take  their  confirma- 
tion at  his  hand.    Divers  of  his  cardinals  he  drove  away  for  fear; 
some  of  them  as  schismatics  he  deposed  and  spoiled  of  all  their  sub- 
stance.   Philip,  the  French  king,  he  excommunicated,  for  not  suffer-  Muci.icr 
ing  his  money  to  go  out  of  the  realm ;  and  therefore  cursed  both  Jj0/'1"  j£_ 
him  and  his  to  the  fourth  generation.   Albert,  the  emperor,  not  once  nifa«-  °^ 
or  twice,  but  thrice  sought  at  his  hands  to  be  confirmed,  and  yet  was 
rejected,  neither  could  succeed,  unless  he  would  promise  to  drive  the 
French  king  out  of  his  realm.    In  the  factious  discord  in  Italy  be- 
tween the  Guelphs   and  Ghibellines,  which  the  part  of  a  good  Guciphi 
bishop  had  been  to  extinguish,  so  little  he  helped  to  quench  the  bHanJi!* 
smoke,  that  he  of  all  others  was  the  chiefest  firebrand  to  increase  the  J,""/^" 
flame ;  insomuch  that  upon  Ash  Wednesday,  when  Porchetus,  an  Rome. 

(I)  Ex  M«..*o 
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archbishop,  came  and  kneeled  down  before  him  to  receive  his 
^  p  pope  Boniface  looking  upon  him,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  one  of 
1303  the  Ghibellines'*  party,  cast  a  handful  of  ashes  in  his  eyes,  saying, 
to  44  Memento,  homo,  quod  Gibellinus  es,"  &c.  That  is,  "  Remember, 
1307-  man,  that  a  Ghibelline  thou  art,  and  to  ashes  thou  shalt  go."  This 
lee  pope,  moreover,  first  ordained  the  jubilee  at  Rome,  in  the  solemnizing 
in  liT  whereof  on  the  first  day  he  showed  himself  in  his  Pontificalibus,  and 
Home,  gaye  free  remission  of  sins  to  as  many  as  came  to  Rome  out  of  all 
The  pope  parts  of  the  world.  The  second  day  (being  arrayed  with  imperial 
mtpm.  ensigns)  he  commanded  a  naked  sword  to  be  carried  before  him,  and 
p^chr  of*  B*id  w'tn  a  1°U(1  VOlCe  »  "  Eccc  potestatem  utriusque  gladii,n  that  is, 
»wth      "  Lo  !  here  the  power  and  authority  of  both  the  swords.*" 

From  that  very  year,  as  most  stories  do  record,  the  Turks  do  begin 
the  first  count  of  their  Turkish  emperors,  whereof  the  first  was  Otto- 
man, as  you  shall  hear  discoursed  hereafter  by  God's  grace  in  the 
history  of  the  Turks, 
pope  Bo-     By  this  said  pope  Boniface,  divers  constitutions  and  extravagancies 
S*  of  his  predecessors  were  collected  together,  with  many  of  his  own 
itataLk  ncwb'  added  thereto,  and  so  made  the  book  called  "  Sextus  decre- 
rfdme-  folium,"  &c.    By  him  also  first  sprang  up  pardons  and  indulgences 
from  Rome. 

These  things  premised  of  Boniface  the  pope,  now  will  I  come  to 
the  occasion  of  the  strife  between  him  and  the  French  king.  Con- 
cerning which,  first  I  find  in  the  history  of  Nicholas  Trivet,  that, 
a.d.  1301,  the  bishop  of  Oppanuham,  being  accused  of  a  conspiracy 
against  Philip  the  French  king,  was  brought  up  to  his  court,  and 
committed  to  prison.  The  pope,  hearing  this,  sendcth  word  to  the 
king  by  his  legate  to  set  him  at  liberty.  The  French  king,  not 
daring  to  the  contrary,  looseth  the  bishop ;  but  when  he  had  done 
that,  he  dischargeth  both  the  bishop  and  the  legate,  commanding  them 
to  leave  his  realm,  whereupon  pope  Boniface  revoketh  all  the  graces 
and  privileges  granted  either  by  him  or  his  predecessors  before  to  the 
PWNp.  kingdom  of  France  ;  also,  not  long  after  he  thundered  out  the  sen- 
French  tencc  of  his  curse  against  him  ;  and,  moreover,  cited  all  the  prelates, 
all  divines,  and  lawyers  both  civil  and  canon,  to  appear  personally 
before  him  at  Rome,  at  a  certain  day,  which  was  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber. Against  this  citation  the  king  again  provided,  and  commanded 
by  strait  proclamation,  that  no  manner  of  person  should  export  out 
of  the  realm  of  France  cither  gold,  or  silver,  or  any  other  manner  of 
ware  or  merchandise,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  all  their  goods,  and 
their  bodies  at  the  king  s  pleasure ;  providing  withal,  that  the  ways 
and  passages  should  be  diligently  kept,  that  none  might  pass  un- 
searcned.  Over  and  besides,  Philip  defeated  the  pope  by  giving  and 
bestowing  prebends,  and  benefices,  and  other  ecclesiastical  livings, 
contrary  to  the  pope's  profit ;  for  which  cause,  the  pope  writeth  to 
the  aforesaid  king  in  form  and  effect  as  followeth  : — 


Letter  of  Pope  Boniface  to  Philip,  King  of  France. 
Boniface,  bishop,  and  servant  to  God's  servants,  to  his  beloved  son  Philip,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France,  greeting  and  apostolical  Messing.  Fear 
God,  and  observe  his  commandments.    We  will  thee  to  understand,  that  thou 
art  subject  to  us  both  in  spiritual  things  and  temooral,  and  that  no  gift  of  bene- 
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fices  or  prebends  belongeth  to  thee ;  and  if  thou  have  the  keeping  of  any  being  Edwrdl. 
vacant,  that  thou  reserve  the  profits  of  them  for  the  successors ;  but  if  thou   A  D 
have  given  away  any,  we  judge  the  gift  to  be  void,  and  call  back,  how  far  jg03 
soever  thou  hast  gone  forward.    And  whosoever  believeth  otherwise,  we  judge  ^ 
them  heretics.1  1307. 


Unto  this  letter  of  the  pope,  king  Philip  IV.  maketh  answer  again 
in  manner  and  order  as  followeth : — 

King  Philip  s  Reply  to  Pope  Boniface. 

"  Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France,  to  Boniface,  not  in  deeds 
behaving  himself  as  pope,  little  friendship  or  none  :— To  Boniface,  bearing 
himself  for  chief  bishop,  little  health  or  none.  Let  thy  foolishness  know,  that 
in  temporal  things  we  are  subject  to  no  man,  and  that  the  gifts  of  prebends  and 
benefices,  made  and  to  be  made  by  us,  were  and  shall  be  good,  both  in  time 
past  and  to  come.  And  that  we  will  defend  manfully  the  possessor  of  the  said 
benefices,  and  we  think  them  that  believe  or  think  otherwise,  fools  and  mad 
men. — Given  at  Paris,  the  Wednesday  after  Candlemas,  a.  d.  1301. 

After  these  and  other  -writings  passing  to  and  fro  between  the 
French  king  and  the  pope,  within  a  year  and  a  half  after,  the  king 
summoneth  a  parliament,  sending  down  his  letters  to  his  sheriffs  and 
other  officers,  to  summon  the  prelates  and  barons  of  the  realm  unto 
the  said  court  of  parliament,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  king's 
letters  here  following : — 

The  Summons  of  a  Parliament  by  Philip  the  French  King. 

Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France,  &c.   Whereas  we  would  take  a.D.1308. 
counsel  with  the  prelates,  baruns,  and  other  our  faithful  subjects,  about  weighty  A  l""1^- 
matters  and  hard,  and  such  as  belong  greatly  to  our  right,  and  touching  our  "",'„*.' 
honour  and  state,  and  the  liberties  ana  laws  of  this  our  realm,  churches,  and  monrd 
ecclesiastical  persons,  and  would  also  go  forward  and  proceed  in  the  aforesaid  p^'"^ 
matters  according  to  their  counsel :  we  command  you,  that  ye  diligently  in  our  Paris!' 
behalf  require  and  straitly  charge  all  the  prelates  in  your  bailiwick,  and  also 
all  and  singular  abbots  and  pnors  of  the  same  your  aforesaid  bailiwick  (to 
certain  of  whom  we  have  directed  down  our  special  letters  for  the  same  cause), 
that  as  they  favour  our  honour,  the  good  estate  both  of  the  realm,  of  themselves 
and  of  the  church,  they  repair  to  us  in  their  own  persons,  all  lets  and  delays 
set  aside,  and  all  other  business  left  oft":  showing  to  them,  moreover,  that  we 
can  judge  none  of  them  to  be  either  to  us  faithful  subjects,  or  friends  to  the 
realm,  who  shall  fail  herein,  or  withdraw  themselves  in  the  aforesaid  business, 
counsels,  and  helps  in  time.   Wherein,  if  peradventure  any  shall  slack  or 
refuse  to  resort  and  come  toward  us  within  eight  days  from  the  time  of  this 
charge  given  by  you,  or  your  commandment ;  then  we  require  you  to  seize  all 
his  temporal  goods  in  our  hand,  and  so  seized  to  hold  them  until  you  receive 
other  commandment  from  us.— Given  at  Paris,  the  Monday  before  the  Nativity 
of  St.  John  Baptist,  a.  n.  1303. 

A  Declaration  of  Master  William  Nagareta,  made  against  Pope 
Boniface  VIII.,  with  his  Appellation  also  made  at  Paris,  before  tne 
King  and  his  Council  in  the  Church  of  Paris. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.    In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1303,  indicU'one  The  ap- 
secunda,  the  12th  day  of  March,  and  the  ninth  year  of  the  popedom  of  the  Pf*1  of 
most  holy  father  the  lord  Boniface  VIIL,  by  God's  providence  pope,  and  in 
the  presence  of  us  common  notaries  and  witnesses  under  written,  the  noble-  made 
man,  Master  William  Nagareta  knight,  a  worshipful  professor  of  the  laws,  ***in% 
standing  before  the  most  excellent  pnnce,  the  lord  Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God  Stface 
most  noble  king  of  France,  spake  with  lively  words,  and  gave  in  writing  these  WIL 
things  that  follow:*— 


(1)  Ei  lib.  Stcphan.  Au&ffrcrii.  («»  Ek  regiatro. 
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Edwatdi.     There  have  been  false  prophets  among  the  people,  as  there  have  been  also 
A  n    among  you  false  teachers,  &c.    St  Peter,  the  glorious  prince  of  the  apostles, 
ri()3    "F68*""?  10  us  °y  tne  sPirit>  told  us  things  to  come ;  that  like  as  there  were 
falsi-  prophets  in  former  times,  so  there  should  come  among  you  false  teachers, 
.  „  y    bringing  in  sects  of  destruction,  by  which  the  way  of  truth  shall  be  defaced, 
and  covetously  they  shall  make  merchandise  of  you  with  feigned  words ;  and 
further  added,  that  such  masters  did  follow  the  way  of  Balaam  of  Bosor,  who 
loved  the  reward  of  wickedness,  and  had  his  bridled  ass  to  correct  his  madness, 
which,  ■peaking  in  a  man's  voice,  did  stop  the  foolishness  of  the  prophet  All 
which  things  as  they  be  showed  to  us  by  the  greatest  patriarch  himself,  your 
An  in-     eyes  see  them  fulfilled  this  day  according  to  the  letter.    For  there  sitteth  in 
vective    St  Peter's  chair  the  master  of  lies,  causing  himself  to  be  called  Boniface,  that 
pGcilfg    '*»  a  well-doer,  whereas  he  is  notable  in  all  kinds  of  evil  doing,  and  so  he  hath 
Bonir»ce  taken  to  himself  a  false  name ;  and  where  he  is  not  a  true  ruler  and  master,  he 
thV  pa)  ca^etn  hinwelf  the  lord,  judge,  and  master  of  all  men.    And  coming  in  contrary 
tee.        to  the  common  order  appointed  by  the  holy  fathers,  and  also  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  reason,  and  so  not  entering  in  at  the  door  into  the  Lord's  sheepfold,  he 
is  not  a  shepherd  or  hireling,  but  rather  a  thief  and  robber.    For  he  (the  true 
husband  of  the  Romish  church  yet  living)  deceived  him  that  was  delighted  in 
simplicity,  and  enticed  him  with  feigned  flatterings  and  gifts  to  let  him  have 
his  spouse  to  be  his  wife,  against  the  Truth,  who  crieth,  "  Those  whom  God 
hath  coupled,  let  no  man  separate :"  and  at  length,  laying  violent  hands  upon 
him,  persuading  him  falsely  that  that  thing  which  the  deceiver  said,  came  from 
the  Holy  Spirit,  was  not  ashamed  to  join  to  himself  with  wicked  practice  that 
holy  church,  which  is  mistress  of  all  churches,  calling  himself  her  husband, 
whereas  he  cannot  be ;  for  Celestine,  the  true  Romish  bishop,  agreed  not  to  the 
said  divorce,  being  deceived  by  such  great  subtlety ;  nothing  is  so  contrary  to 
agreement  as  error  and  deceit,  and  as  the  man's  laws  bear  witness  of  it,  I  need 
not  to  speak  of  his  violence.    But  because  the  Spirit  inspireth  where  he  will, 
and  he  that  is  led  by  the  Spirit,  is  not  under  the  law  ;  the  holy  universal  church 
of  God,  not  knowing  the  crafts  of  that  deceiver,  stumbling  and  doubting  whether 
it  came  from  the  Holy  Ghost  that  Celestine  should  leave  ofT  his  government 
and  the  sins  of  the  people  deserving  it,  for  fear  of  a  schism,  suffered  the  aforesaid 
deceiver;  although,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Lord,  by  bis  fruits  he 
might  be  known,  whether  he  came  to  the  said  authority  by  the  Holy  Ghost  or 
otherwise :  his  fruits,  as  it  is  plainly  here  written  beneath,  arc  now  manifest  to 
all  men,  by  which  it  is  apparent  to  the  world  that  he  came  not  in  by  God,  but 
otherwise ;  and  so  came  not  in  by  the  sheepfold.    His  fruits  are  most  wicked, 
and  his  end  is  death ;  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  so  evil  a  tree,  according 
to  the  Lord's  saying,  should  be  cut  down  and  cast  into  the  fire.    This  cannot 
avail  as  his  excuse,  which  is  said  by  some  men,  that  the  cardinals  did  agree 
upon  him  again,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Celestine  the  pope,  seeing  that  he 
could  not  be  her  husband,  whom  it  is  manifest  he  had  defiled  by  adultery,  her 
first  husband  yet  living,  and  she  being  worthy  to  have  the  promise  of  marriage 
kept  unto  her.    Therefore,  because  that  whicn  is  done  against  the  Lord  turneth 
to  the  wrong  of  all  men,  and  especially  to  so  great  a  mischief,  by  reason  of  the 
consequence,  in  that  she  is  judged  by  the  people  both  a  woman  adulterous  or 
defamed,  I,  like  a  bridled  ass,  by  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  not  by  the  voice 
of  a  mere  man,  being  not  able  to  bear  so  great  a  burden,  take  in  hand  to  rebuke 
the  madness  of  the  said  false  prophet  Balaam,  who,  at  the  instance  of  king 
Bulak,  that  is,  of  the  prince  of  devils,  whom  he  serveth,  is  ready  to  curse  the 
well  wm-  J,eoP'c  blessed  of  the  Lord.    I  beseech  you,  most  excellent  prince,  and  lord 
pared  to   Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  France,  that  like  as  the  angel  of  God  ii> 

vbsws  t',ne  ')ft8t  met  m  Wtty'  w  a  8Wor<*  drawn,  the  prophet  Balaam  going  to 
wont  to  cur8e  God's  people ;  so  you,  who  are  unwilling  to  execute  justice,  and  therefore 
cur.e  are  like  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  the  minister  of  power  and  office,  would  meet 
people  for  a  na^ea  *word  this  said  wicked  man,  who  is  for  worse  than  Balaam,  that 
reward  of  he  perform  not  that  evil  which  he  intendeth  to  the  people, 
money.  \  propound  that  the  aforesaid  man,  who  nameth  himself  Boniface,  is  no 

Aro.kle*  P°Pe»  Dut  wrongfully  keepcth  the  seat  which  he  indeed  hath,  to  the  great 
pounded  damage  of  all  the  souls  of  God's  holy  church.    I  say  also,  that  this  entering 


Jnit 


was  in  many  ways  faulty,  and  that  he  entered  not  in  at  the  door,  but 


nT£ceB°   una»  therefore,  i's  to  bc'judged  a  thief  and  a  robber. 
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2.  I  propound  also,  that  the  said  Boniface  is  a  manifest  heretic,  and  utterly 
cut  oft  from  the  body  of  the  holy  church,  because  of  many  kinds  of  heresies,  . 
which  are  to  be  declared  in  convenient  time  and  place.  i .'' 

3.  I  propound  also,  that  the  said  Boniface  is  a  horrible  simoniac ;  and  ^ 
such  a  one  as  hath  not  been  since  the  beginning  of  the  world :  and  the  mis-  . 

chief  of  this  sin  in  him  is  notorious  to  all  the  world  (which  thing  is  manifest  to  \ 

all  that  will  plainly  understand),  insomuch  that  he,  being  openly  slandered,  said 
openly,  "  that  he  could  not  commit  simony." 

4.  I  propound  also,  that  the  said  Boniface,  being  wrapt  in  infinite,  manifest,  The  n«- 
and  heinous  sins,  is  so  hardened  in  them,  that  he  is  utterly  incapable  of  being  *J»f«*  °r 
corrected ;  and  that  he  lieth  in  dungeon  of  mischief  so  deep,  that  he  may  not  J^T*' 
be  sufTered  any  longer  without  the  overthrow  of  the  state  of  the  church.    His  p°pe»  by 
mouth  is  full  of  cursing,  his  feet  and  steps  are  swift  to  shed  blood.    He  utterly  ll'!c" 
teareth  in  pieces  the  churches,  which  he  ought  to  cherish  ;  wasting  wickedly  c<l  out. 
the  goods  of  the  poor,  and  making  much  of  wicked  men  that  give  him  rewards ; 

fersecuting  the  righteous,  and  among  the  people  not  gathering  but  scattering, 
ringing  in  new  sects  of  destruction  that  have  not  been  heard  of;  blaspheming 
the  way  of  truth,  and,  by  robbery,  thinking  himself  equal  to  the  Lord  Jesus  JJjjyjjJP 
Christ,  who  is  blessed  for  ever.   And  he,  being  most  covetous,  thirsteth  for  gold,  hinueir 
coveteth  gold,  and  by  some  device  getteth  gold  of  every  people,  and  utterly  «t"-»i 
disregarding  the  worshipping  of  God,  with  feigned  words,  sometimes  by  flatter-  ,':'iri»t 
ing,  sometimes  by  threatening,  sometimes  by  false  teaching ;  and  only  to  get 
money  withal,  he  maketh  merchandise  of  us  all,  envying  all  things  but  his  own ; 
loving  no  man,  nourishing  war,  persecuting  and  hating  the  peace  of  his  subjects. 
He  is  rooted  in  all  unspeakable  sins,  contending  and  striving  against  all  the 
ways  and  doctrines  of  the  Lord :  he  is  truly  that  abomination  of  the  people, 
which  Daniel,  the  Lord's  prophet,  described. 

Therefore  I  answer,  that  laws,  weapons,  and  all  the  elements,  ought  to  rise  The  p«pe 
against  him,  who  thus  overthroweth  the  state  of  the  church ;  for  whose  sins  ,,,e  1 " 
God  plagueth  the  whole  world.    And,  finally,  nothing  remaineth  to  him,  being  J^'^ 
so  unsatiable,  to  satisfy  him  withal ;  but  only  the  insatiable  mouth  of  hell,  and  tion. 
the  fire  that  cannot  be  quenched,  continuing  for  ever.  Therefore,  seeing  that  in 
a  general  council  it  so  becometh,  and  I  see  this  wicked  man  to  be  damned,  who 
oflendeth  both  God  and  all  men,  I  ask  and  require  as  instantly  as  I  can,  and 
beseech  you,  my  lord  and  king,  that  ye  would  declare  these  things  to  the 
prelates,  doctors,  people,  and  princes,  your  brethren  in  Christ,  and  chiefly  to 
the  cardinals  and  all  prelates,  and  call  a  council ;  in  wtiich  (when  the  aforesaid 
wicked  man  is  condemned),  by  the  worshipful  cardinals,  the  church  may  be 
provided  with  a  shepherd,  and  for  that  council  I  offer  myself  ready  lawfully  to 
pursue  the  aforesaid  things.    And  whereas  the  said  man,  being  in  the  highest 
dignity,  in  the  mean  time  cannot  be  suspended  by  his  superior ;  therefore,  by 
the  means  aforesaid,  he  certainly  ought  to  be  taken  and  suspended  for  those 
things,  seeing  his  state  is  called  into  judgment. 

I  beseech  and  require  the  said  cardinals  by  you,  and  I  presently  require  them 
and  the  church  of  God,  that  this  wicked  man  being  put  in  prison,  the  church 
of  Rome  may  be  provided  with  a  vicar,  who  may  minister  those  things  that 
shall  appertain,  until  the  church  of  God  be  provided  with  a  bishop,  utterly  to 
take  away  all  occasion  of  a  schism.  And,  lest  the  said  wicked  man  should  let 
and  hinder  the  prosecuting  thereof,  I  require  these  things  of  you,  my  lord  king, 
affirming  you  to  be  bound  to  do  this,  for  many  causes :  first,  for  the  faith's 
sake ;  secondly,  for  your  kingly  dignity,  to  whose  office  it  belongeth  to  root  out 
■uch  wicked  men ;  thirdly,  for  your  oath's  sake,  which  ye  made  for  the  defence 
of  the  churches  of  your  realm,  which  the  aforesaid  raviner  utterly  teareth  in 
pieces ;  fourthly,  because  ye  be  the  patron  of  the  churches,  and,  therefore,  ye 
are  not  only  bound  to  the  defence  of  them,  but  to  the  calling  for  again  of  their 
goods,  which  this  man  hath  wasted  ;  fifthly,  ye,  following  the  footsteps  of  your 
ancestors,  ought  to  deliver  your  mother,  the  Romish  church,  from  so  wicked  a 
band  wherein  by  oppression  she  is  tied  and  hound.  I  require  that  a  public 
instrument  may  be  made  of  these  requests  by  the  notaries,  under  the  witness  of 
the  worshipful  men  that  be  here  present 

These  things  were  done  and  spoken,  as  is  aforesaid,  at  Paris,  in  the 
king's  house  of  Lupara.   After  this  protestation  of  Master  Nagareta, 
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Rdmardi.  immediately  ensued  the  appeal  of  the  king,  pronounced  and  pub- 
A  D    lished  against  the  said  Iioniface,  in  form  as  followeth : — 
1303' 

to     The  Appeal  made  bv  the  French  King  and  certain  Nobles,  Lovers  of 
1307-  the  Realm,  against  Pope  Boniface  VIII. 

The  «p-       In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.   In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1303,  indictione  prima, 

£"thr°n  thc  13tn  day  of  Junc'  and  tne  ninth  -vear  ot  the  JK,Fu,°m  of  B°niface  VIII. 
French  %  »he  tenor  of  this  public  instrument,  be  it  unto  all  men  known,  that  the  most 
king  »nd  noble  prince  and  lord,  Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France,  thc  famous 
bU**t  and  reverend  fathers  in  Christ,  archbishops  and  bishops,  religious  men,  abbots 
Bo-  and  priors  here  undernamed,  in  the  presence  of  us  common  notaries  hereunder 
written,  especially  called  and  required  for  this  purpose,  as  it  is  contained  in 
the  subscriptions  here  under,  the  famous  and  noblemen,  the  lord  Louis,  son  of 
the  French  king,  Guido  of  St.  Paul  and  John  Drocem,  earls,  and  William  of 
Plesiano,  lord  of  Vitenob.,  knight :  moved,  as  they  said,  with  a  fervent  faith, 
with  affection  of  sincere  love  and  zeal  of  charity  to  be  showed  to  the  holv  Romish 
church,  and  having  pity  from  their  heart  on  their  mother,  the  universal  church, 
which,  as  they  say,  is  oppressed  dangerously  under  the  rule  of  the  said  lord 
Boniface,  and  suffereth  outrageous  defacing  and  loss;  and  pitying  the  right 
faith,  in  which  stands  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  which,  alas  !  for  pity,  in  their 
times  miserably  pineth  away  and  perisheth  for  the  lack  of  wholesome  govern- 
ment of  the  church  through  all  Christendom ;  and  earnestly  taking  pains,  a* 
they  say,  for  the  repairing  and  enhancing  of  the  catholic  faith:  especially,  seeing 
it  was  necessary  for  the  same  church,  for  the  foundation  of  the  faith,  and  the 
health  of  the  souls,  that  none  should  rule  the  fold  of  the  Lord's  flock,  but  the 
true  and  lawful  shepherd  ;  and,  also,  because  the  same  church  was  the  spouse 
of  Christ  that  hath  no  spot  or  wrinkle,  all  error,  offence,  wickedness,  and  wrong, 
should  be  put  away ;  and  their  salvation,  peace,  and  quietness,  through  God's 
mercy,  might  be  procured  to  the  whole  world,  which  they  say,  lieth  in  wars  and 
darkness  by  the  wicked  deeds,  cursed  works,  and  hurtful  examples  of  the  said 
Boniface :  they  say  and  lay  against  the  said  Boniface  heresy,  and  other  divers 
horrible  and  accursed  faults,  wherein  they  affirm  him  to  be  entangled  and  com- 
monly and  notoriously  reported ;  the  king  himself  being  present  with  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  and  other  dignitaries  and  churchmen,  assembled  to  treat  of 
their  own  matters,  and  matters  of  their  churches,  besides  barous,  earls,  and 
other  noblemen,  whose  names  arc  under  written. 

The  said  William  propounded  and  objected  against  Boniface,  swearing  by 
the  holy  gospel  of  God,  which  he  corporally  touched,  that  he  could  prove  all 
and  even'  the  premises  to  be  true.  And  thc  said  William  of  Plesiano  swore 
further  this  oath,  that  he  believed  he  could  prove  thc  premises,  and  that  he 
would  pursue  to  the  full  end  against  the  said  Boniface  in  the  general  council, 
where,  when,  and  before  whomsoever  of  right  it  ought  to  be  done  :  requiring 
earnestly  the  said  king,  as  a  champion  of  the  faith,  and  defender  of  the  church  ; 
that  for  declaring  of  this  truth  to  the  praise  of  God's  name,  to  the  increase  and 
promoting  of  the  catholic  faith,  to  the  honour  and  wealth  of  thc  universal 
church,  and  of  all  christian  people,  and  the  congregation  of  the  said  general 
council,  he  would  help  and  bestow  his  profitable  labour,  with  soldiers  and  such 
like,  for  the  love  of  men,  and  zeal  to  justice,  because  his  kingly  house  was  ever 
a  ruler  of  the  truth,  and  that  he  would  earnestly  require  the  archbishops, 
bishops,  and  other  prelates,  and  that  he  would  'be  effectually  instant  with 
them. 

The  earls  and  knights  themselves  besought  earnestly  many  of  the  same  pre- 
lates (as  they  were  pillars  of  the  church  and  the  faith)  that  they  would  help 
and  effectually  bestow  their  labour  to  the  calling  and  assembling  of  the  said 
council  by  all  ways  and  means  lawful,  according  to  the  ordinances  of  the  hol\ 
fathers,  and  decrees  of  the  canons.  But  when  thc  prclutA  heard  and  fully 
understood  such  objections,  oppositions,  and  requests,  as  aforesaid ;  and  con- 
sidered that  such  a  matter  was  not  only  most  bard,  but  needed  wise  counsel, 
they  departed  out  of  thc  same  place.  But  on  the  Friday  following,  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  same  month  of  Junc,  the  aforesaid  lord  king  being  present, 
and  also  thc  lords,  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  priors,  and  many  witnesses 
hereunder  written  at  thc  same  time  being  present,  and  in  the  presence  of  us. 
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common  notaries  here  subscribed,  and  being  especially  called  and  required  for  B<to*tdr. 

this  purpose :   the  aforesaid  William  of  Plesiano,  knight,  said,  propounded,   

affirmed,  objected,  and  read ;  as  was  contained  more  fully  in  a  certain  paper  ^* 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  whose  tenor  was  after  this  sort:—  1303 

to 

The  Protest  of  William  of  Plesiano,  knight,  against  Pope  -1307 

Boniface  VIII. 

I,  William  of  Plesiano,  knight,  say,  propound,  and  affirm,  that  Boniface  who 
nowruleth  the  apostolic  see  is  a  rank  heretic  in  heresies,  and  by  heresies:  outra- 

geous  deeds,  and  wicked  doctrines  hereafter  to  be  declared,  which  thing  to 
e  true,  I  believe  I  am  able  to  prove ;  or  else,  such  things  as  these  shall  suf- 
ficiently prove  him  a  full  heretic  in  a  convenient  place  and  time,  and  before 
whom  of  right  this  can  or  ought  to  be  done.  This  thing  I  swear  on  the 
holy  gospel  of  God  presently  touched  by  me. 

1.  That  he  believcth  not  the  immortality  of  men,  and  of  Christian  souls, 
but  thinking  much  like  as  the  Sadducees  did  believe,  that  there  is  no  ever- 
lasting life,  and  that  men  cannot  get  at  length  ioy,  but  that  all  the  lot  and 
part  of  comfort  and  gladness  is  in  this  world :  and  by  this  means  he  alFirmeth, 
that  it  is  no  sin  for  the  body  to  live  daintily  in  all  dainties.    And  out  of 
the  abundance  of  this  leaven,  he  was  not  ashamed  to  say  and  openly  to 
confess,  that  he  had  rather  be  an  ass,  or  a  dog,  or  any  other  brute  beast,  p,,,,.. 
than  a  Frenchman  ;  which  thing  he  would  not  have  said,  if  he  believed  nif«c«? 
a  Frenchman  had  a  soul  that  could  enjoy  everlasting  life.    This  thing  he  £Ta 
taught  many  men  who  acknowleged  this  at  the  point  of  death,  and  the  common  do 
report  goeth  of  him  thus  in  these  things.  ^ 

2.  Also,  he  believcth  not  faithfully,  that  by  the  words  ordained  of  Christ, 
and  spoken  over  the  host,  after  the  fashion  of  the  church  by  a  faithful  priest 
lawfully  ordered,  the  body  of  Christ  is  there ;  and  therefore  it  cometh  to 
pass,  that  he  giveth  no  reverence  to  it,  no  not  a  little,  when  it  is  lifted  up 
by  the  priest;  yea,  ho  riseth  not  to  it,  but  turneth  his  back  to  it,  and 
makes  himself  and  his  seat  to  be  honoured  where  he  sitteth,  rather  than 
the  altar  where  the  host  is  consecrated;  and  he  is  commonly  reported  to 
do  this. 

3.  Also,  he  is  reported  to  say,  that  whoredom  is  no  sin,  no  more  than 
rubbing  of  the  hands  together,  and  thus  commonly  runs  the  voice  and 
rumour. 

4.  Also,  he  said  often,  that  to  thrust  down  the  king  and  Frenchmen,  it 
it  could  not  be  otherwise  done,  he  would  overthrow  himself,  the  whole  world, 
and  the  whole  church.  And  when  he  had  said  so,  some  that  stood  by  said, 
"  God  forbid;"  he  answered,  "  God  grant."  And  when  good  men  that  heard 
the  words  replied  against  him,  that  he  should  not  say  so,  because  the  church  ot 
God  and  all  Christian  men  should  suffer  great  slander  thereby,  he  answered, 
"  I  care  not  what  slanders  soever  come,  so  that  the  Frenchmen  and  their  pride 
be  destroyed  ;  for  it  is  necessary  that  slanders  and  offences  come." 

5.  Item,  he  re-called  and  allowed  a  book  made  by  Master  Arnold  of 
Newton,  containing  and  smelling  of  heresy,  condemned  by  the  bishop  of  Paris, 
and  reproved  by  the  masters  of  divinity,  and  burned  openly  by  Boniface  him- 
self :  and  in  the  full  consistory  of  cardinals  being  likewise  reproved,  con- 
demned, and  burned,  yet  he  allowed  it,  being  written  again,  and  containing  the 
same  fault 

6.  Item,  that  he  might  make  the  most  damnable  remembrance  of  him  per 
petual,  he  caused  his  images  of  silver  to  be  set  up  in  the  church,  by  this  means 
bringing  men  to  idolatry. 

7.  Item,  he  hath  a  private  devil,  whose  counsel  he  useth  in  all  things,  and 
through  all  things. 

8.  item,  he  said  once,  that  if  all  men  were  on  one  side,  and  he  on  another, 
they  could  not  deceive  him  neither  in  law  nor  in  deed:  which  tiling  could 
not  be  done  except  he  used  a  devilish  art ;  and  of  this  he  is  openlv  reported. 

9-  Item,  he  is  a  witch,  asking  counsel  of  soothsayers  both  men  and  women; 
and  thus  he  is  commonly  judged 

10.  Item,  he  said  openly,  that  the  Romish  pope  could  not  commit  simonv. 
which  it  is  heretical  to  say :   this  is  a  sin  reproved  as  well  in  the  Old 
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Edamrdi.  Testament  as  in  the  New,  and  generally  in  the  holy  councils.  Also  he  is  wont 
to  make  merchandise  of  prelates'  livings,  dignities,  superiorities,  and  benefices 
A-  J».    (to  the  which  holy  orders  be  necessarily  joined),  and  of  absolutions  and  dispell  - 
1303    gations,  like  as  usurers  and  merchants  use  to  buy  and  sell  common  things 

to  in  the  market;  and  of  this  common  rumour  reports  him. 
1307.  11.  Item,  he  hindereth  with  all  his  might  among  Christian  men  the  special 
embassage  of  Christ,  made  to  his  own  sons,  saying,  "  Peace  I  leave  to  you," 
and  soweth  discord  and  wars ;  wherefore  it  was  once  said  before  him,  that  cer- 
tain parties  would  friendly  agree  after  a  good  sort,  but  he  prevented  the  peace : 
and  when  the  other  party  did  humbly  beseech  him,  that  he  would  give  license 
to  agree,  he  said,  he  would  not :  yea,  if  the  Son  of  God  or  Peter  the  apostle 
would  come  down  to  the  earth  and  command  him,  he  would  say,  "  I  will  not 
believe  thee." 

12.  Item,  because  the  French  nation  (being  manifestly  a  most  Christian 
nation)  followeth  not  his  errors  in  the  faith,  he  reckoneth  and  openly  calleth  all 
and  every  of  them  Paterniani. 

.  13.  Item,  he  is  infected  with  a  most  horrible  sin,  and  of  this  fault  he  is 

T      most  commonly  and  openly  reported. 

14.  Item,  he  hath  caused  many  murders  of  clerks  to  be  done  in  his  presence, 
commending  them  and  rejoicing  at  their  death  :  and  if  they  were  not  deadly 
wounded  at  the  first  by  his  servants,  as  oft  as  he  saw  them  smiting  he  said, 
"Smite!"  "smite!"  by  which  example  many  were  slain. 

15.  Item,  when  he  had  condemned  a  certain  nobleman,  he  forbad  the 
sacrament  to  be  given  him  at  the  point  of  death,  he  desiring  it  and  being 
penitent,  saying,  "that  the  sacrament  of  penance  was  not  necessary  to 
salvation." 

16.  Item,  he  compelled  certain  priests  to  show  unto  him  the  confessions  of 
men,  and  he  afterwards  published  them  openly,  contrary  to  the  will  of  them 
that  were  confessed,  to  their  shame  and  confusion,  and  compelled  them  to 
redeem  their  sins ;  insomuch  that  once  he  deposed  a  certain  bishop  of  Spuin, 
for  the  faults  that  he  confessed  to  a  certain  cardinal,  confessing  unto  him 
a  certain  privy  horrible  fault  under  '  Benedicite,'  and  compelled  the  cardinal, 
against  his  will,  to  declare  his  confession  ;  and  yet  afterwards  he  restored 
the  same  bishop  again  to  his  place  for  a  little  money.  Wherefore  he  is  thought 
to  play  the  heretic  in  the  sacrament  of  penance. 

17.  Item,  he  fasteth  not  on  the  fasting-days,  nor  Lent,  but  eateth  flesh  in- 
differently, and  without  cause  suffereth  his  household  and  friends  to  eat,  sayiu?, 
"  It  is  no  sin :"  doing  in  this  thing  against  the  general  state  of  the  holy 
church. 

18.  Item,  he  oppressed  the  order  of  the  cardinals,  and  hath  oppressed  the 
order  of  black  and  white  monks,  of  gTey  friars  and  preachers,  and  said  oft, 
"  that  the  world  was  destroyed  by  them,  and  that  they  were  false  hypocrite*, 
and  that  good  could  never  chance  unto  any  that  would  be  confessed  to  there, 
or  who  would  be  familiar  with  them,  or  would  keep  them  in  their  house:"  and 
he  never  said  good  word  of  any  prelate,  religious  man,  or  clerk,  but  ever 
rebuketh  and  slandercth  them,  taking  away  their  good  name ;  and,  to  compel 
them  to  redeem  their  faults,  he  is  glad  of  their  accusations :  and  this  is  the 
common  voice  and  report  of  him. 

19.  Item,  of  old  time,  he  going  about  to  destroy  the  faith,  conceived  a  hate 
against  the  French  king,  even  to  the  abhorring  of  the  faith ;  because  of  the 
light  of  faith  which  is  there,  and  because  of  the  great  witness  and  example 
of  Christianity,  which  is  and  hath  been  there.  And  before  he  had  this  seat 
he  is  proved  to  have  said,  that  if  he  were  pope,  he  would  overthrow  all 
Christendom,  rather  than  not  overthrow  and  destroy  the  nation,  which  he 
calleth  the  pride  of  the  French. 

20.  Also,  it  is  reported  that  when  the  ambassadors  of  the  king  of  England, 
in  the  name  of  the  said  king,  did  require  and  entreat  for  the  tenth  of  the 
realm  of  England  to  be  given  him ;  he  answered,  "  That  he  would  not  give 
them  the  tenth,  but  on  this  condition,  that  he  would  make  war  with  them 
against  the  French  king."  And  besides  this,  he  is  reported  to  have  given 
great  sums  of  money  to  certain  persons,  to  cause  that  peace  should  not  be 
betwixt  the  said  kings.  He  himself  also,  with  all  his  might,  hath  letted  it, 
by  messengers,  letters,  and  other  ways  that  he  could,  yea  by  giving  bribes. 
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21.  Item,  he  is  reported  also  to  have  commanded  Frederic  who  keepeth  Bdwnti 

the  isle  of  Sicily,  that  if  he  would  betray  Charles  the  king,  and  break  the  

peace  which  he  made  and  swore  that  he  would  keep  with  him,  and  would  A-t)- 
stir  against  the  king,  and  kill  the  Frenchmen,  that  then  he  would  give  him  *303. 
aid,  help,  and  counsel ;  and  for  so  doing  he  would  give  and  grant  him  the 

said  kingdoms. 

22.  He  confirmed  also  the  king  of  Almain  to  be  emperor,  and  said  openly,  Pnpe  Bo- 
that  he  did  it  to  destroy  the  nation,  which  he  calleth  the  pride  of  the  Frenchmen  nif»ce  ■*» 
who  say,  that  they  are  subject  to  none  in  temporal  things ;  wherein,  saith  l*™'  *° 
he,  they  lied  on  their  own  heads:  declaring,  moreover,  that  whosoever  (yea  Fn-nch- 
if  it  were  an  angel  from  heaven)  would  say,  that  all  kings  of  the  world  men, 
were  not  subject  to  the  same  lung  of  Almain,  he  were  accursed. 

23.  Further,  he  brake  the  agreements  of  peace  betwixt  the  king  of  Almain  »nd  to 
and  the  French  king,  in  which  either  of  them  should  have  their  own  saved 

and  what  encroachings  soever  had  been  on  either  side  should  be  brought  to 
a  due  state,  and  under  an  onth  orderly  given  and  token :  he  is  reported  to 
have  commanded  the  same  king  of  Almain,  that  he  should  not  keep  these 
conditions  of  peace,  but  be  an  enemy,  and  go  about  to  sow  debate  among 
christian  men. 

24.  Item,  it  is  openly  reported,  that  the  Holy  Land  was  betrayed  through 
his  fault,  and  came  to  the  enemies  of  God  and  of  the  faith;  and  that  he 
suffered  this  for  the  nonst*  and  denied  to  give  aid  to  the  Christians  who 
defended  it ;  spending  the  treasures  and  money  of  the  church,  which  should 
have  been  bestowed  for  that  use  as  the  patrimony  of  Christ,  in  persecuting 
faithful  Christians  and  friends  of  the  church;  and,  therewith,  would  enrich 
his  friends. 

25.  Item,  he  is  openly  reported  to  use  simony,  not  only  in  bestowing  of  bene- 
fices, but  in  giving  of  orders,  and  making  dispensations.  He  hath  set  to 
sale  all  benefices  of  the  church,  and  would  bestow  the  church  commonly  on 
him  that  would  offer  most :  and  he  made  his  servants  prelates  of  the  church 
not  for  wealth  of  the  faith,  nor  to  thrust  down  infidels,  but  to  oppress  the 
faithful,  and  to  enrich  his  kindred  by  the  church  goods,  and  with  the 
patrimony  of  him  that  was  crucified ;  and  presumed  to  make  them  marquises, 
earls,  and  barons,  and  was  not  afraid  to  build  them  strong  holds,  rooting 
out  and  oppressing  many  noblemen  and  others. 

26.  Item,  it  is  commonly  reported,  that  he  hath  divorced  many  marriages 
lawfully  made,  to  the  contempt,  hurt,  and  slander  of  many;  and  he  did 
promote  his  nephew  to  a  cardinalship,  being  married,  unlearned',  and  altogether 
unworthy  to  live ;  and  openly  married  one  that  was  divorced,  and  compelled 
him  to  make  a  vow  of  chastity,  and  after  that  he  is  reported  to  have  had 
two  bastards  by  her,  and  so  goeth  the  common  rumour  of  him. 

27.  Item,  it  is  commonly  reported,  that  he  handled  ungently  his  predecessor  Bonifare 
Celestine  of  holy  memory,  leading  an  holy  life  (peradventure  knowing  in  ■mur.ier- 
conscience  that  he  could  not  forsake  his  popedom,  and  therefore  Boniface  p^dc^i- 
himself  had  no  lawful  entrance  to  the  see),  and  imprisoned  him,  and  there  *or. 
quickly  and  privily  caused  him  to  die.    And  of  this  the  common  rumour 

and  report  is  through  all  the  world,  that  he  caused  many  and  great  men 
living  a  regular  life  (who  disputed  of  this,  whether  he  might  renounce  the 
popedom  or  not)  to  be  set  in  prison,  and  there  to  die. 

28.  Item,  he  is  reported  to  have  railed  nt  religious  persons  leading  a  regular 
life  without  a  reasonable  cause  to  the  world,  to  the  slander  of  many. 

29.  Item,  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  that  he  would  within  short  time  make 
all  the  Frenchmen  either  martyrs,  or  forsaken  of  their  faith. 

30.  Item,  it  is  commonly  reported,  that  he  seeketh  not  the  health  of  the 
souls,  but  the  destruction  of  them. 

These  things  being  propounded  and  read,  the  same  William 
protested,  said,  declared,  appealed,  and  added  these  words,  reading 
them  in  writing. 

I,  William  of  Plesiano,  knight,  protest  that  I  do  not  propound  nor  speak  The  pm- 
(1)  M  For  the  nonst,"  for  the  purpo»e ;  deti^nedly.  — Eo. 

VOL.    II.  Q  Q 
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KdvardT.  the  aforesaid  things  for  any  special  hate  of  Boniface  himself,  for  I  hate  not 

 him,  but  his  aforesaid  evil  deeds,  nor  do  I  seek  his  injury  or  slander,  or 

A.  D.  any  man's  else :  hut  I  speak  it  of  «eal  for  the  faith,  and  for  the  devo- 
tion  that  I  hare  to  the  holy  church  of  God,  and  the  holy  Romish  see ;  as 
~  well  for  those  things   that  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  credible  men  of  his 
doings,  and  by  likely  presumptions  gathered  of  the  aforesaid  things,  and 
many  and  divers  other  things  to  be  declared  in  their  due  place  and  time. 
Pope  Bo-  And  I  sware  by  the  holy  gospel  of  God  (which  I  touch  with  my  hand), 
nifce-e     that  I  believe  him  to  be  a  rank  heretic ;  and  that  I  also  believe  that  the 
Serctic*  afor?8aid  things,  and  such  others,  may  prove  against  him  such  things  as 
shall  be  sufficient  to  prove  him  a  heretic,  according  to  the  state  of  the 
holy  fathers.    I  Rwear  also  that  I  will  pursue  against  him,  by  the  laws, 
the  aforesaid  things  in  the  general  council  that  shall  be  assembled,  in  a 
place  that  shall  be  safe  and  sure  for  me,  to  the  honour  of  God  and  in- 
crease of  the  christian  faith,  saving  the  right,  honour,  and  state  of  the 
holy  apostolical  sec,  in  all  things.    Wherefore,  earnestly  and  with  reverence  I 
rcqtiire  you,  my  lord  the  king  (to  whom  belonged)  the  defence  of  the  holy  mother 
the  church,  and  the  cntholic  faith,  for  of  that  ye  shall  make  account  in  the  last 
judgment),  and  you,  my  lords  the  prelates,  who  be  the  pillars  of  the  faith, 
and  who  ought  to  be  judges  of  the  aforesaid  things,  together  with  other 
reverend  fathers,  the  catholic  prelates  of  the  holy  church,  in  the  general 
council  to  be  assembled ;  that  ye  would  procure  and  take  diligent  pains  that  a 

general  council  may  be  gathered  in  a  fit  and  safe  place  and  convenient  time, 
efore  which  the  aforesaid  things  may  be  propounded,  brought  forth,  and 
proved,  against  the  said  Boniface,  as  is  premised.  And  I  earnestly  also 
require  you,  my  lord  king,  that  ye  would  require  the  same  prelates  present 
and  absent,  in  what  country  soever  they  be,  or  to  whom  it  belongeth,  and 
that  ye  woidd  effectually  induce  them  manfully  to  labour,  and  to  require 
others  faithfidly,  that  the  aforesaid  council  for  the  aforesaid  matters  might 
be  gathered  in  such  sort  as  is  aforesaid.  And  because,  so  long  as  this  is 
deferred  to  be  proved,  I  suspect  Boniface  himself,  lest  he  being  angry  and 
moved  for  the  aforesaid  thingB  against  me  and  my  partakers,  procurers,  and" 
helpers,  my  friends  and  familiars,  should  go  about  by  some  means  to  stay 
and  stop  my  good  purpose  and  theirs  from  going  forward ;  therefore,  by 
these  writings  before  you  my  lord  the  king  and  divers  prelates,  and  before 
your  common  notaries  here  present,  I  provoke  and  appeal  to  the  said  holy 
general  council  apostolic  and  catholic  that  shall  be,  and  to  the  holy  apostolic 
see,  and  to  him  and  them  to  whom  of  right  I  may  or  ought;  and  1  ear- 
nestly require,  once,  twice,  and  thrice,  that  testimonial  letters  may  be  given 
mc  from  you ;  supposing  myself,  mv  followers,  favourers,  familiars,  friends, 
procurators,  and  all  them  that  will  hereafter  follow  me,  my  goods  and 
theirs,  to  be  under  the  protection  and  keeping  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul, 
and  the  said  holy  council  to  be  assembled  by  the  holy  Romish  sec,  and 
the  catholic  apostolic  pope  that  shall  be  :  sticking,  nevertheless,  and  willing 
to  stick,  to  the  appellation  and  appellations,  process  and  processes  made 
hereupon  by  the  nobleman,  Master  William  of  Nagareta,  knight  inasmuch 
as  they  shall  be  found  and  made  lawful,  and  yet  not  forsaking  this  present 
appellation. 

When  these  things  were  thus  read  and  done,  the  king  answered 
and  required  the  prelates,  provoking  and  appealing,  and  making 
request,  provocation,  and  appellation,  as  is  contained  in  the  paper 
underwritten,  both  there  and  then  with  other  prelates :  all  which 
things  arc  more  fully  contained  in  these,  writings  following,  and  were 
read  to  them  that  heard  it,  whose  tenor  is  such  : 

The  King's  Answer,  or  the  Appeal  of  Philip,  the  French  King,  from 

the  Pope. 

We,  Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God,  hearing  and  understanding  the  objections  pro- 
pounded by  our  beloved  faithful  knight  William  of  Nagareta,  against  Boniface, 
now  having  the  regiment  of  the  Romish  church :  although  we  would  gladly  cover 
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with  our  own  cloak  the  filthy  parts  of  such  a  father ;  yet,  for  the  love  of  the  catholic  /  v  >rrf/. 
faith,  and  great  devotion  that  we  bear  to  the  holy  Romish  and  universal  church, 
our  mother,  and  spouse  of  Christ,  and  to  all  faithful  men,  following  the  steps  of  our 
ancestors,  who  doubted  not  to  shed  their  own  blood  for  the  increase  and  defence  ' 
of  the  church's  liberty  and  the  faith ;  and  coveting  to  provide  for  the  purity  of 
the  faith  and  state  of  the  church ;  as  also  to  avoid  the  hurt  of  the  general  slan- 
der, being  not  able  to  pass  over  any  longer  the  premises  with  winking  and  dis- 
sembling, and  my  conscience  driving  to  the  same ;  seeing  this  estimate  and 
opinion  of  him  in  these  matters  is  not  rashly  of  us  conceived,  but  vehemently 
and  plainly  increased  by  many  and  continual  cryings  of  credible  men,  and 
great  authority  oft  and  oftentimes  beaten  into  us ;  fearing,  moreover,  the 
destruction  of  the  faith,  both  of  us  and  of  all  other  subjects,  and  specially  of  the 
kings  and  princes  of  the  world,  who  ought  to  reprove  negligence,  who  acknow- 
ledge that  we  have  received  power  given  us  from  the  Lord,  to  the  promoting 
and  increasement  of  it ;  we  agree  to  your  requests  in  his  behalf,  and  to  the  calling 
and  assembling  a  council  for  the  glory  of  God  (saving  the  honour  and  reverence 
that  is  due  to  the  holy  Romish  church  in  all  things),  whereby  the  truth  may 
appear  in  the  premises,  and  all  error  avoided ;  that  the  state  of  the  universal 
church,  and  all  Christianity,  and  matters  of  faith,  and  the  Holy  Land,  may  be 
provided  for,  and  the  slanders  and  jeopardies  hanging  over  lis  may  be  with- 
stood ;  we  be  ready,  and  offer  ourselves  gladly,  as  much  as  in  us  is,  to  bestow 
our  labour  and  diligent  pains  thereabout;  earnestly  requiring  and  beseeching,  in 
the  merciful  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  archbishops  and  other  prelates  here 
present,  as  children  of  the  church  and  pillars  of  faith,  called  of  the  Lord  to  the 
promoting,  increase,  and  preserving  thereof,  to  care  for  the  same,  that  with  all 
diligence  ye  would  give  heed,  as  becometh  you,  and  effectually  you  would  labour 
by  all  ways  and  fit  means,  to  the  calling  and  assembling  of  this  council,  at  which 
we  intend  to  be  personally  present    And  lest  the  said  Boniface,  who  hath 
boldly  and  wrongfully  many  times  threatened  to  proceed  against  us,  stopping 
and  hindering  our  purposes  and  intent,  lest  any  of  his  works  of  darkness,  if 
there  be  any,  should  come  to  light,  directly  or  indirectly  hindering  the  calling 
and  gathering  of  this  council ;  or  lest  any  state,  being  in  the  same  realm,  that 
will  indeed  proceed  against  us,  or  our  state,  churches,  prelates,  barons,  and 
other  faithful  vassals,  our  subjects,  our  lands,  or  our  realm,  and  the  state  of  the 
realm,  by  abusing  any  spiritual  sword,  in  excommunicating,  suspending,  or 
otherwise  by  any  means :  for  us  and  our  well-willers,  and  them  that  will  follow 
us,  we  provoke  and  appeal  in  writing  to  the  aforesaid  general  council,  which  we 
instantly  desire  to  be  called,  and  to  one  lawful  chief  bishop  that  shall  be,  or  to 
any  other  to  whom  we  should  appeal ;  and  yet  not  going  from  the  appellation 
made  by  William  of  Nagareta,  to  whom  we  stJcked  then,  and  also  yet  stick ; 
requiring  earnestly  a  witness  of  our  appellation  of  you  prelates  and  notaries, 
expressly  to  renew  such  provocation  and  appellation  when  and  before  whom  it 
shall  be  thought  meet  to  you. 

Then  the  archbishops  within  written,  bishops,  abbots,  and  priors, 
answered  the  premises  (as  it  is  found  in  the  acts)  provoked  and 
appealed,  agreed  to,  and  protested  ;  and  made  provocation  and  appel- 
lation, agreement  an(l  protestation,  as  is  contained  more  fully  in  a 
certain  paper  there  openly  and  plainly  read,  whose  tenor  followeth, 
with  these  words : — 

The  Protestation  of  the  Prelates. 

We,  archbishops  of  Nicosen,  Rcmen,  Senorem,  Narbonem,  Turonem,  and 
bishops  of  Landviren,  Belnacen,  Catolacen,  Antisiodorem,  Meldimen,  Nurmen, 
Camotem,  Aurelianen,  Ambiaven,  Morinen,  Silanen,  Andeganen,  Abricen, 
Constant,  Ebroicen,  Lexonicen,  Sagicn,  Caloromont,  Lemomcen,  Avicen,  Mas- 
ticoren  ;  and  we,  abbots  of  Cluniaek,  Premonstraten,  of  the  greater  monastery 
of  the  court  of  St.  Dionese,  in  France,  the  Camped  St.  Victors,  St.  Genoveve, 
St.  Marten,  Landmocn,  Figiacem,  and  Bellicem  in  Lcniocinio,  and  friar  Hugh, 
visitor  of  the  houses  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  in 
France,  and  the  father  prior  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  Field,  hearing  these  things 
which  were  said,  propounded,  and  nhirct^l  yesterday  and  to-day  bv  you  the 
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MdwardT.  lords,  earls,  and  William  aforesaid,  against  the  lord  Boniface  VIII.  and  pope  ; 
being  moved  with  such  sayings,  purposes,  assertions,  and  your  oaths,  your 
y'  J*  request,  and  other  lawful  causes,  and  compelled  by  need,  considering  that  the 
'  matter  of  our  faith,  which  is  Christ's,  is  handled  in  the  premises :  we  that  be 
called  to  part  of  this  care,  to  the  defence  and  maintenance  of  the  faith  of  the 
souls  of  the  realm,  although  unworthy,  yet  coveting  to  withstand  the  jeopardies 
that  hang  over  us  by  reason  of  the  premises  and  other  causes,  thinking  the 
calling  and  gathering  of  the  said  council  profitable  and  necessary,  that  the 
innocency  of  the  lord  Boniface  himself  may  clearly  be  discussed,  as  we  desire 
(our  consciences  bearing  witness)  that  it  may  be  determined  of  him  by  the 
council,  touching  such  tilings  as  are  laid  against  him,  and  that  what  they 
decree  may  be  done  according  to  the  canons.  We  answer  you,  our  lord  king, 
and  you  our  lords,  carls,  and  William,  that  (the  honour  and  reverence  of  the 
holy  Uomish  church  saved  in  all  points)  we  agree  to  your  due  request  in  this 
behalf  for  the  calling  of  the  council,  and  are  ready  to  give  help  and  diligent 
labour  to  the  calling  and  gathering  of  the  said  council,  according  to  the  decree* 
of  the  holy  fathers,  and  to  the  lawful  orders  of  the  canons :  not  intending,  bv 
any  means,  to  make  parties  of  this  matter,  nor  to  stick  to  any  that  maketh 
parties. 

Yet,  lest  the  said  Boniface  being  moved  or  provoked  by  these  things,  as 
we  fear,  by  likely  conjectures  and  threatening?  made  against  us  for  the  afore- 
said things,  that  he  will  proceed  against  our  parish  churches  and  our  subjects  by 
some  meuns,  or  cause  to  proceed  against  us  bv  some  authority  of  his  own  or 
others,  by  excommunication,  suspension,  interdicting,  deposing,  depriving,  or 
by  some  other  means  and  colour  sought  to  some  impeachment  or  trouble  of  the 
said  council ;  and  that  we  may  sit  in  the  said  council  to  judge  and  do  all  other 
things  that  belong  to  the  office  of  prelates ;  that  our  friends  that  stick  to  us,  and 
would  stick  to  us  in  all  tilings,  may  remain  safe  for  ourselves,  our  parish  churches, 
our  subjects,  and  those  that  stick  to  us,  or  would  stick  to  us  in  this  behalf,  we 
provoke  and  appeal  in  writing  to  the  aforesaid  council  that  is  to  be  gathered, 
and  to  him  that  shall  be  the  true  and  lawful  highest  bishop,  and  to  him  or  them 
to  whom  of  right  we  should  appeal,  and  earnestly  require  our  appellations ;  com- 
mitting us,  our  parish  churches,  our  subjects,  friends,  and  those  that  stick  to  us,  our 
state  and  theirs,  our  right  and  goods,  to  the  godly  defence  of  the  aforesaid  council, 
and  of  him  that  shall  be  true  and  lawful  highest  bishop  ;  and  we  protest  to 
renew  this  appellation,  where,  when,  and  before  whom,  it  shall  be  thought  meet. 

This  was  done  at  Paris,  at  Lupara,  in  the  chamber  of  the  said  lord  our  king, 
indictione  prima,  the  ninth  year  of  this  popedom,  on  the  Thursday  and  Friday 
aforesaid,  these  noblemen  being  present ;  the  lords  of  A  via  and  Bologne,  the 
lords  Martin  and  other  earls  named  before,  Matthew  Dotern,  Peter  the  lord 
chamberlain,  Philip  the  lord  of  Wirtinos,  and  Henry  of  Bologne,  knight,  and 
also  Master  Philip,  archdeacon  of  Bengem,  Nicholas,  archdeacon  of  Kemcin, 
William,  treasurer  of  Anjou,  Philip  Beaspeare,  Kainold  of  Bourbon,  and  John 
Montagre,  and  many  more,  both  clerks  and  others,  specially  required  and  called 
to  be  witnesses  to  this. 

After  these  things  thus  in  parliament  decreed  and  agreed,  the 
prelates  of  the  clergy  consulting  with  themselves  what  was  to  be  done 
in  so  doubtful  a  matter,  and  dreading  the  pope's  displeasure  for  this 
which  was  done  already,  to  clear  themselves  in  the  matter,  contrived 
among  themselves  a  letter  to  the  pope,  partly  to  certify  him  what 
there  was  done,  and  partly  also  to  admonish  him  what  he  should  do : 
the  tenor  of  which  letter  contained  these  words  following : — 

The  Form  of  a  Letter  which  the  Prelates  of  France,  as  well  secular 
as  religious,  sent  to  Boniface,  that  he  should  cease  his  enterprise, 
wherein  he  was  proceeding  against  the  King. 

To  the  most  holy  father  and  their  dearest  beloved  lord,  the  lord  Boniface,  the 
chief  bishop  of  the  holy  Romish  church,  and  the  universal  church,  his 
humble  and  devout  archbishops,  abbots,  priors,  conventuals,  deans,  provosts, 
chapters,  covents  and  colleges  af  the  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches, 
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«  regular  and  secular,  of  all  the  realm  of  France,  being  gathered  together,  do  SdwardT. 
oner  most  devout  kissings  of  your  blessed  feet.  ""XT) — 
We  are  compelled,  not  without  sorrow  of  heart  and  bitter  tears,  to  signify  j30S' 

unto  your  holiness  that  the  most  famous  prince  our  dear  lord  Philip,  by  tlie  — 

Eace  of  God,  the  noble  king  of  France,  when  he  heard  and  saw  the  apostolic 
ttera  sealed  which  were  sent  to  him  of  late  on  your  behalf  by  the  worshipful 
man,  the  cardinal  of  Narbo,  your  notary  and  messenger,  and  were  presented 
by  the  same  cardinal  to  him,  and  certain  other  of  his  barons :  upon  the  sight 
and  perusing  of  those  so  bloody  letters  being  read  and  declared  to  them  sitting 
by  him,  both  our  lord  the  king  and  the  barons  themselves  were  highly  moved 
with  great  marvelling  and  trouble.  Insomuch  that  the  said  our  lord  the  king, 
by  the  advice  of  his  barons,  commanded  to  be  called  before  him  the  other 
barons  then  absent,  and  us  also ;  that  is  to  say,  all  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots, 
priors,  conventuals,  deans,  provosts,  chapters,  covents,  and  colleges,  as  well  of 
cathedral  or  collegiate  churches,  regular  and  secular,  and  also  all  the  univer- 
sities and  commonalties  of  the  towns  of  his  realm ;  that  we  prelates,  barons, 
deans,  provosts,  and  two  of  the  most  learned  of  every  collegiate  and  cathedral 
church,  should  appear  personally,  and  should  procure  the  rest  likewise  to 
appear,  by  their  stewards,  officers,  and  sufficient  proctors,  with  full  and  suf- 
ficient commission  at  the  appointed  place  and  time.  Further,  when  we  and 
the  other  ecclesiastical  persons  aforesaid,  and  also  the  barons,  stewards, 
officers,  and  proctors,  and  other  of  the  commonalty  of  the  towns  were 
thus  called,  and  when,  according  to  the  form  of  the  aforesaid  calling, 
by  the  king's  commandment,  we  stood  before  the  king  this  Wednesday, 
the  tenth  of  this  present  April,  in  St.  Mary's  church  in  Paris :  our  lord  the 
king  caused  to  be  propounded  openly  ana  plainly  to  all  men,  that  it  was 
signified  to  him  from  you  among  other  things,  by  the  aforesaid  cardinal  and 
by  letters,  that  his  kingdom,  which  he  and  his  ancestors  hitherto  do  acknow- 
ledge they  hold  of  God  only,  now  ought  in  temporalities  to  be  subject  to  you, 
ana  held  of  you;  and  that  ye  were  not  content  with  these  so  marvellous  and 
strange  words,  and  not  henrd  of  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  by  any 
dwellers  within  the  same  realm,  but  that  ye  went  about  to  put  them  in  practice ; 
and  that  ye  called  to  appear  before  you  the  prelates  of  the  said  realm,  and 
doctors  of  divinity,  and  such  professors  of  both  laws,  as  were  born  within  the 
•aid  realm,  for  the  correcting  and  amending  of  such  excesses,  faults,  arro- 
gancies,  wrongs,  and  harms,  as  ye  pretend  to  be  done  to  the  ecclesiastical 
prelates  and  persons  ecclesiastical,  both  regular  and  secular,  abiding  within 
the  realm  and  elsewhere,  by  our  lord  the  king  himself  and  his  officers  or 
bailiffs,  and  by  his  peers,  earls,  barons,  and  other  nobles,  with  the  commonalty 
and  people  of  the  said  realm :  to  the  intent  that,  by  this  means,  the  aforesaid 
realm  might  be  made  strong  with  precious  jewels  and  durable  treasures,  which 
are  to  be  preferred  before  the  bucklers  or  any  armour  of  strong  men,  that  is  to 
•ay,  by  the  wisdom  of  prelates,  and  wise  men  and  others;  through  whose 
ripe  faithful  counsel  and  circumspect  foresight,  the  realm  might  be  ruled  and 
governed,  the  faith  established,  tne  ecclesiastical  sacraments  ministered,  and 
justice  executed,  which  by  their  being  robbed  of  their  goods  and  riches, 
and  utterly  spoiled,  is  in  a  doubtful  case,  and  in  jeopardy  of  miserable 
decay,  and  of  being  for  ever  destroyed. 

Among  these  and  divers  other  griefs,  which  have  been  done  by  you  and  the 
Romish  church,  to  him,  to  his  realm,  and  the  French  church,  both  in  reserving 
and  wilful  ordering  of  archbishoprics,  bishoprics,  and  bestowing  of  great  bene- 
fices of  the  realm  upon  strange  and  unknown  persons,  yea,  and  oft  upon  sus- 
pected persons,  never  being  at  the  churches  or  benefices  aforesaid,  by  reason 
whereof  the  decay  of  God's  worship  hath  ensued,  the  godly  wills  of  the  founders 
and  givers  are  defrauded  of  their  godly  purpose :  the  accustomed  almsgiving  is 
withdrawn  from  the  poor  of  the  said  realm,  the  impoverishing  of  the  realm 
followeth,  and  churches  run  in  danger  to  be  defaced,  while  they  remain  desti- 
tute of  service ;  the  prophets  being  taken  away,  and  the  fruits  of  them  that 
serve  them  being  appointed  in  the  commodity  of  strangers :  and,  while  prelates 
have  not  to  give,  and  to  reward  men  for  their  deserts,  noblemen,  whose 
ancestors  founded  the  churches,  and  other  learned  men,  cannot  have  servants : 
and  that,  for  these  causes,  devotion  began  to  be  cold,  and  there  was  none  in 
these  day«  that  would  stretch  out  a  liberal  hand  towards  the  churches ;  and, 
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.  furthermore,  by  the  premises  an  evil  example  was  given.   Also  he  complained 
of  new   taxes,  of  pensions  newly  laid  on  the  churches,  of  immeasurable 


A.  D.  bondages,  exactions,  and  divers  extortions,  with  other  prejudical  and  hurtful 
1«S03.  novelties,  by  which  the  general  state  of  the  church  is  changed,  in  giving 
suffragans,  as  helpers  to  the  higher  prelates,  whereby  neither  the  bishops 
themselves  nor  the  suffragans  can  do  their  duties,  but  for  them  they  must  run 
with  gifts  to  the  apostolical  see.  He  complaineth  also  of  divers  causes  and 
some  articles  long  since,  but  true  in  the  time  that  they  were  presented,  that 
were  done,  and  be  done  continually  :  and  also  not  purposing  to  suffer  so  great 
a  disinheriting  of  him  and  his  successors  from  the  realm,  and  so  manifest  a 
grief,  they  could  not  suffer  any  longer  the  evident  loss  of  the  honour  of  him 
and  the  realm,  and  said,  that  he  was  certain  that  it  was  known  to  the  whole 
world,  that  he  did  maintain  in  this  matter  a  just  cause,  as  he  had  learned  by 
the  unanimous  sentence  of  doctors  in  divinity,  and  masters  of  both  laws,  that 
were  born  within  his  realm,  and  others  who  among  the  doctors  and  cunning 
men  of  the  world  were  accounted  of  the  learned  sort  and  more  famous.  There- 
fore he  required  us,  all  and  every  one,  both  prelates  and  barons,  and  others, 
earnestly  as  our  lord ;  he  prayed  and  gently  begged  as  a  friend,  to  consult  and 
take  diligent  pains,  that  he  might  ordain  wholesome  things,  both  for  the 
keeping  of  their  old  liberty,  the  honour  and  state  of  the  realm  and  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  for  the  easing  of  the  griefs  aforesaid,  for  redressing  of  the 
realm  and  the  French  church,  by  our  counsel  and  his  barons,  to  the  praise  of 
God's  name,  the  increase  of  the  catholic  faith,  the  honour  of  the  universal 
church,  and  promoting  of  God's  religion :  especially  seeing  such  griefs  were 
done  by  his  officers  and  others  of  the  realm,  to  the  churches  and  churchmen, 
for  the  which  he  purposed  a  remedy  of  wholesome  correction,  before  the 
coming  of  the  aforesaid  cardinal,  and  would  now  have  put  it  in  execution 
effectually,  but  that  he  might  be  thought  to  have  done  that  for  fear,  or  at 
your  commandment,  which  thing  ye  cannot  ascribe  to  yourself.  Furthermore, 
he  would  spend  not  only  his  goods,  but  also  his  realm,  yea  his  children  if  the 
case  required ;  and  therefore  we  should  take  heed  to  be  ready  with  counsel  and 
help  in  season,  as  we  are  bound  by  the  duty  of  fidelity  in  these  things,  wherein 
it  is  manifest,  that  as  all  and  every  man's  case  is  handled,  generally  and  par- 
ticularly their  case  is  promoted,  and  every  man's  own  interest  is  touched.  And 
then  he  demanded  by  and  by  to  be  answered  plainly  and  finally  in  these 
things,  of  all  and  every  one. 

Then  the  barons  sitting  aside  with  the  officers  and  proctors  aforesaid,  at 
length,  after  they  had  taken  counsel,  coming  to  our  aforesaid  lord  the  king, 
and  praising  greatly  and  heartily  thanking  him  for  his  laudable  purpose  and 
good  will,  answered  with  one  voice  :  That  for  those  things  they  were  ready  not 
only  to  spend  their  goods,  but  offered  the  same  goods,  riches,  and  also  their 
persons  to  death,  ana  not  to  flee  any  kind  of  torment.  And  said  further,  with 
one  voice,  that  if  our  aforesaid  lord  the  king  would  (as  God  forbid)  suffer,  nr 
else  willingly  pass  over  those  things,  they  themselves  would  in  no  case  suffer  it. 

Then,  when  answer  was  asked  of  us  afterwards,  although  we  desired  longer 
respite  of  deliberation  of  the  king  himself,  our  lord,  and  of  the  greatest  of  the 
aforesaid  barons ;  and  that  for  this  intent,  that  in  the  mean  while  the  pope's 
letters  might  have  come  to  our  lord  the  king ;  we  answered,  that  we  would  not 
offend  against  the  liberty  of  the  realm,  nor  by  any  means  innovate  things 
contrary  to  the  king's  honour  in  this  behalf. 

We  went  about  also  to  inform  him  with  many  godly  words,  and  earnest 
persuasions,  and  with  many  kinds  of  help,  and  by  sundry  ways  to  bring  him  to 
keep  the  special  bond  of  unity,  which  is  known  to  have  continued  to  these 
present  days  betwixt  the  holy  Romish  church,  and  his  predecessors.  But  when 
we  were  denied  any  longer  delay,  and  it  was  plainly  ana  openly  told  to  all  men, 
that  if  any  man  were  of  a  contrary  mind,  from  thenceforth  he  should  be  mani- 
festly counted  for  an  enemy  of  the  king  and  the  realm :  we,  considering  warily, 
and  seeing  plainly,  that  except  our  loru  the  king,  and  the  barons  aforesaid,  were 
content  with  our  answer,  besides  other  dangers  and  great  offences,  whereof 
there  could  neither  be  number  nor  end,  the  devotion  both  of  the  Romish  and 
French  church,  and  also  the  whole  obedience  of  the  laity  an^.  all  the  people,  from 
thenceforth  should  be  taken  away  without  recovery ;  not 
doubt,  we  therefore  thought  good  to  answer  thus  : — 
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That  we  would  help  our  lord  the  king  with  due  counsel  and  convenient  Edwardl. 
help  for  the  preserving  of  his  person,  and  of  his  earthly  honour,  and  the  liberty  — 
ana  laws  of  the  said  realm,  like  as  we  were  (certain  of  us)  by  the  duty  of  ~* 
allegiance  bound  to  him,  who  hold  of  him  dukedoms,  earldoms,  baronies,  fees,  '"Q1*- 
and  other  noble  parts  of  the  said  realm,  by  the  form  of  the  oath,  as  all  others 
do :  yet  we  made  humble  suit  to  the  same  our  lord  the  king,  that  seeing  wc 
were  bound  to  obey  the  pope's  holiness  and  your  holy  feet,  he  would  suffer  us 
to  go,  according  to  the  tenor  of  your  aforesaid  calling." 

Then  on  the  king's  and  barons'  behalf  followeth  answer,  that  in  no  case 
they  would  suffer  us  to  go  out  of  the  realm,  and  that  by  no  means  they  would 
bear  to  be  handled  so  dangerously,  yea  rather  to  be  altogether  wasted. 

Then  we,  considering  so  great  an  anger,  and  trouble  so  jeopardous  and  so 
great  that  none  could  be  greater,  both  of  the  king,  the  barons,  and  other 
lay  people  of  the  realm ;  and  now  knowing  plainly,  that  the  old  enemy  of 

Eeace,  who  goeth  about  from  the  beginning  of  his  fall  sowing  of  darnel,  to 
rcak  the  unity  of  the  church,  by  troubling  of  peace,  would  break  charity, 
and  infect  the  sweetness  of  good  works  with  the  poison  of  bitter  envy ;  and 
would  overthrow  mankind  utterly,  and  would  trouble  with  wickedness  the  band 
of  lovely  unity  and  singular  friendship,  which  hitherto  have  had  a  happy 
increase  betwixt  the  Romish  church  and  our  lord  the  king,  and  his  prede- 
cessors, and  the  realm,  to  the  praise  of  the  highest  God,  the  increase  of 
christian  faith,  and  the  setting  forth  of  the  honour  of  the  church,  of  the 
king,  and  of  the  realm ;  and  that  now,  alas !  a  door  was  open,  to  the 
lamentable  breaking  and  pitiful  separating  of  great  offences  to  rise  on 
every  side ;  that  dangers  are  attempted  against  churches  and  churchmen, 
to  spoil  their  goods  and  riches,  with  jeopardy  of  life ;  and  seeing  that  the 
laity  now  do  abhor  and  utterly  flee  the  obedience  of  clerks,  utterly  banishing 
them  from  their  counsels  and  doings,  and  have  taken  courage  to  condemn 
the  ecclesiastical  censure  and  process :  all  which  jeopardies,  with  other 
sundry  and  divers  dangers,  which  neither  tongue  is  able  to  tell,  nor  writing 
can  declare,  wc,  seeing  at  hand,  thought  good  in  this  point  of  greatest 
necessity,  to  run  with  weeping  voice  and  lamentable  sighs  to  the  circumspect 
wisdom  of  your  holiness :  beseeching  your  fatherly  mildness,  and  humbly 
praying  you,  that  some  wholesome  remedy  may  be  provided  in  the  premises, 
by  which  the  sound  profitable  agreement  and  mutual  love,  which  hath  con- 
tinued so  long  betwixt  the  church,  the  king,  and  the  realm,  might  be  main- 
tained in  that  old  sweet  concord ;  the  state  of  the  French  church  might 
continue  in  godly  and  quiet  peace ;  and  that  he  would  vouchsafe  to  foresee 
how  to  withstand  the  dangers  and  offences  aforesaid,  that  we  and  our  states 
may  be  provided  for,  by  the  aforesaid  commandment  of  your  calling,  by  the 
study  of  your  apostolic  wisdom  and  fatherly  love.  The  Almighty  preserve 
your  holiness  to  his  holy  church  a  long  time. 

These  things  thus  discoursed  and  done,  then  followed  the  year  of  A.D.im 
our  Lord  1304.  In  that  year,  about  the  nativity  of  our  Lady,  came  ~ 
a  garrison  of  harnessed  soldiers  well  appointed,  sent  partly  by  the 
French  king,  partly  by  the  cardinals  of  Columna,  whom  the  pope 
before  had  deposed,  unto  the  gates  of  Arvagium,  where  the  pope  did 
hide  himself,  because  he  was  born  in  the  town.  The  captains  of  this 
army  were  one  Schaira,  brother  to  the  aforesaid  cardinals,  and 
William  de  Longareto,  high  steward  to  the  French  king,  who  invading 
the  pope's  town,  and  finding  the  gates  open,  gave  assault  to  the  pope's 
frontier,  where  the  pope  with  his  nephew,  a  marquis,  and  three  other 
cardinals  were  immured.  The  townsmen,  seeing  all  their  intent  and 
strength  to  be  bent  against  the  pope,  caused  the  common  bell  to  be 
rung,  and  so,  assembling  themselves  in  a  common  council,  ordained 
Adolphus,  one  of  the  chiefest  rulers  of  the  town,  for  their  captain, 
who,  unknown  to  them,  was  a  great  adversary  to  the  pope.  This 
Adolphus  bringing  with  him  Reginald  de  Supine,  a  great  lord  in 
and  the  two  sons  of  John  Chitan,  a  nobleman,  whose 
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_  father  the  pope  had  then  in  prison ;  at  length  joined  he  with  the 
A.D.   Frencn  company  against  the  pope,  and  so  beset  his  palace  on  every 
1304.  side.    And  first,  setting  upon  the  palaces  of  the  three  cardinals,  who 
were  then  chief  about  the  pope,  they  rifled  and  spoiled  all  their  goods. 
The  cardinals,  by  a  back  door,  hardly  avoided  their  hands :  but  the 
pope's  palace,  through  munition  and  strength  of  the  marquis,  was 
somewhat  better  defended.    At  length  the  pope,  perceiving  himself 
not  able  to  make  his  party  good,  desired  truce  with  Schaira  and  his 
company,  which  was  granted  from  one  till  nine.    During  this  time  of 
truce,  the  pope  privily  sendeth  to  the  townsmen  of  Arvagium,  desiring 
them  to  save  his  life ;  which  if  they  would  do,  he  promised  so  to 
enrich  them,  that  they  should  all  have  cause  never  to  forget  or  repent 
their  benefit  bestowed.    To  this  they  made  answer,  excusing  them- 
selves, that  it  lay  not  in  their  ability  to  do  him  any  good,  for  that 
BfoojAt  the  whole  power  of  the  town  was  with  the  captain.    Then  the  pope, 
toaiuait.  ajj  Jcstitutc  and  desolate,  sendeth  unto  Schaira,  beseeching  him  to 
draw  out  in  articles,  wherein  he  had  wronged  him,  and  he  would 
make  him  amends  to  the  uttermost.    Schaira  to  this  maketh  a  plain 
answer,  signifying  to  him  again,  that  he  should  in  nowise  escape  with 
Three    his  life,  except  upon  these  three  conditions.    First,  to  restore  again 
«>ndi-     tnc  two  cardinals  of  Columna  his  brethren,  whom  he  had  before 

t  i"i  s  put  , 

to  him.    deprived,  with  all  others  of  their  stock  and  kindred.    Secondly,  that 
after  their  restitution,  he  should  renounce  his  papacy.    Thirdly,  that 
his  body  should  remain  in  his  power  and  custody.    These  articles 
seemed  to  the  pope  so  hard,  that  in  no  case  he  would  agree  to  them ; 
iuiTiSJjr  therefore,  the  time  of  truce  expired,  the  captains  and  soldiers,  in  all 
Jy*he  '  forcible  means  bending  themselves  against  the  bishop,  first  fired  the 
kin«,c     gates  of  the  palace,  whereby  the  army,  having  a  fidl  entrance,  fell  to 
toau«!?die       an<l  8P011  the  house.    The  marquis,  in  nope  of  saving  his  life, 
the  pope,  and  the  lives  of  his  children,  yieldeth  him  to  the  hands  of  Schaira 
and  the  other  captain ;  which  when  the  pope  heard,  he  wept  and 
made  great  lamentation.    After  this,  through  windows  and  doors, 
with  much  ado  they  brast  in  at  length  to  the  pope,  whom  they  treated 
with  words  and  threats  accordingly.    Upon  this,  he  was  put  to  his 
choice,  whether  he  would  presently  surrender  his  life,  or  give  over 
his  papacy.    But  this  he  denied  stiffly  to  do,  choosing  rather  to  die 
d1el>th«  *°r     ^Y'™?  t0  them  in  his  vulgar  tongue,  u  Eccle  col,  ecclc  cape 
to  give    that  is,  u  Lo  !  here  my  neck,  lo  !  here  my  head protesting,  that  he 
would  never  while  he  lived  renounce  his  popedom.    Then  Schaira 
went  about,  and  was  ready  to  slay  him,  but,  by  certain  that  were 
about  him,  he  was  stayed;  whereby  it  happened  that  the  pope 
received  no  harm,  although  divers  of  his  ministers  and  servants  were 
slain.    The  soldiers,  who  ranged  in  the  mean  time  through  all  corners 
of  the  pope's  house,  did  lade  themselves  with  such  treasure  of  gold, 
of  the'"  silver,  plate,  and  ornaments,  that  the  words  of  my  author  (whom  I 
follow)  do  thus  express  it ;!  "  For  all  the  kings  of  "the  earth  together 
noted.     wcrc  no£  aDje  £Q  dismiree  go  much  out  of  their  treasure  in  a  whole 
year,  as  then  was  taken  and  carried  out  of  the  pope's  jpalace,  and  out 
of  the  palace  of  the  three  cardinals,  and  the  marquis.     Thus  Boni- 
face, bereaved  of  all  his  goods,  remained  in  their  custody  three  days, 


1 1 1  ■•  ijuod  oranea  rcpis  rnundi  non  poo&ent  taut  um  de  theuuro  mldere  Infra  unum  annum, 
quantum  fui:  de  papal!  palatio  wpoitaium,  ct  de  paiatlU  trium  cvdtnalium,  et  march  ionU."— tx 
liuocrt  Avctb. 
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during  which  space,  they  had  set  him  on  a  wild  unbroken  colt,  his  Edmtrdi. 
face  turned  to  the  horse  s  tail,  causing  the  horse  to  run  course,  while  a  d 
the  pope  was  almost  breathless.    Moreover,  they  kept  him  so  without  130-1. 
meat,  that  he  was  thereby  nearly  famished  to  death.    After  the  third  X^itty" 
day,  the  Arvagians  and  people  of  the  town  mustering  themselves  l^",',"'"8 
together,  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand,  secretly  brast  into  the  pope, 
house  where  the  pope  was  kept,  and  slaying  the  keepers,  delivered  ™,'v££| 
the  pope  by  strong  hand,  who  then,  being  brought  into  the  middle  of  out  of 
the  town,  gave  thanks  with  weeping  tears  to  the  people  for  his  life  prijl011, 
saved ;  promising,  moreover,  that  forasmuch  as  he  was  out  of  all  his 
goods,  having  neither  bread  nor  drink  to  put  in  his  mouth,  God's 
blessing  and  his,  to  all  them  that  now  would  relieve  him  with  any 
thing,  either  to  eat  or  drink.    And  here  now  see  what  poverty  and  wh* 
affliction  can  work  in  a  man.    The  pope  before,  in  all  his  pomp  and  and  aflhc- 
most  ruffling  wealth,  was  never  so  proud,  but  now  he  was  as  humble  SJ?V" 
and  lowlv,  so  that  every  poor  simple  man,  as  mine  author  testified),  plucking 

•  1     ■  *        i»i       ye-  1  •  m         l      1  do*11  llie 

might  have  a  bold  and  tree  access  to  his  person,    lo  make  the  story  priueof 
short,  the  pope,  in  that  great  distress  of  famine,  was  not  so  greedy  of  m*" 
their  victuals,  as  they  were  greedy  of  his  blessing.    Whereupon,  the 
women  and  people  of  the  town  came  so  thick,  some  with  bread,  some 
with  wine,  some  with  water,  some  with  meat,  some  with  one  thing, 
some  with  another,  that  the  pope's  chamber  was  too  little  to  receive 
the  offering ;  insomuch,  that  when  there  lacked  cups  to  receive  the 
wine,  they  poured  it  down  on  the  chamber  floor,  not  regarding  the 
loss  of  wine,  to  win  the  pope's  holy  blessing.    Thus  pope  Boniface, 
being  refreshed  by  the  town  of  Arvagium,  took  his  journey  from 
thence,  accompanied  with  a  great  multitude  of  harnessed  soldiers  to 
Rome,  where  ne  shortly  upon  the  same,  partly  for  the  fear  he  was  in, 
partly  for  famine,  partly  for  sorrow  of  so  inestimable  a  treasure  lost, 
died.    After  whom  succeeded  Benedict  XL,  of  whom  these  verses  pope 
are  written  :  "  A  re  nomen  habe,  benedic,  benefac,  benedicte.    Aut  5"jnedlrt 
rem  pcrverte,  maledic,  malefac,  maledicte,"  &c.    And  thus  have  ye 
the  whole  story  of  pope  Boniface  VIII.,  author  of  the  Decretals, 
which  story  I  thought  the  more  diligently  to  set  forth,  that  all  the 
I^atin  church  might  see  what  an  author  he  was,  whose  laws  and 
decretals  so  devoutly  they  follow. 

Now,  after  the  long  debating  of  this  matter  between  the  French 
king  and  pope  Boniface,  let  us  proceed  in  our  English  story.  About 
this  time,  in  the  days  of  king  Edward,  the  church  of  Rome  began 
daily  more  and  more  to  rise  up,  and  swell  so  high  in  pride  and 
worldly  dominion,  that  hardly  any  king  in  his  own  country  could  do 
any  thing  but  as  the  pope  pleased,  who  both  had  and  ruled  all,  in  all 
countries,  but  chiefly  here  in  England  ;  as  partly  by  his  intolerable 
tallage  and  pillage,  before  signified,  may  appear,  partly  by  his  injunc- 
tions and  commandments  sent  down,  also  by  his  donations  and 
reservations  of  benefices  and  church  livings,  also  in  deposing  and 
disposing  such  as  him  listed,  in  place  and  office  to  bear  rule :  inso-  The 
much,  that  when  the  king  and  tfte  church  of  Canterbury,  in  their  *'encKt'.*n 
election,  had  chosen  one  Robert  Burnell,  bishop  of  Bath,  to  be  fnTu" 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  pope  Boniface,  of  his  own  singular  pre- 
sumptuous  authority,  ruling  the  matter  after  his  pleasure,  frustrated 
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BHwarii.  their  election,  and  trusted  in  another,  named  John  Pcckham :  for 
A.  D.  among  all  others,  this  had  always  been  one  practice  of  the  court  of 
1304.  Rome,  ever  to  have  the  archbishop  of  their  own  setting,  or  such  one 
j  peck-  as  they  might  be  sure  of  on  their  side,  to  weigh  against  the  king  and 
arcTbi-  others,  whatsoever  need  should  happen.  To  this  John  Pcckham, 
*v°Met  P°PC  B°mface  directed  down  a  solemn  bull  from  Rome,  as  also  unto 
bury.  all  other  quarters  of  the  universal  church,  in  which  bull  was  contained 
MMfc*°f  an^  decreed,  directly  against  the  rule  of  scripture  and  christian  obc- 
tn  the  dience,  that  no  church  or  ecclesiastical  person  should  henceforth  yield 
fcl'we0  to  his  king  or  temporal  magistrate  either  any  giving,  or  lending,  or 
"'tad*  P1^111'8'11?  °f  tribute,  or  subsidy,  or  portion  whatsoever,  of  the  goods 
pimm  and  possessions  to  him  belonging ;  but  should  be  clearly  exempted 
iiyetheted  and  discharged  from  all  such  subjection  of  tallage  or  subvention  to 
pope,  for  foe  exacted  of  them  in  the  behoof  of  the  prince  and  his  affairs.  This 

Hot  pa)'-      -  1  1    11    1  •  1  a»  pry 

inif  tri     decree  manifestly  rebelled  against  the  commanded  ordinance  of  God, 
ffktaf.  and  the  apostolic  canon  of  St.  Peter,  and  all  other  examples  of  holy 
The  pope  Scripture.    For  as  there  is  no  word  in  the  Scripture  that  cxcludcth 
eth**     spiritual  men  more  than  temporal  from  obedience  and  subjection  to 
oie'nwni-  Pr'nccs»  so  if  it  chance  that  the  prince  in  his  exacting  be  too  rigorous 
re«t  word,  or  cruel  in  oppression,  that  is  no  cause  for  the  clergy  to  be  exempted, 
the  clcrpy  but  to  bear  the  common  burden  of  obedience,  and  to  pray  to  God 
thTkin?! t0  turn  and  move  the  prince's  mind,  and  so,  with  prayer  and  patience, 
tribute*.  noi  with  pride  and  disobedience,  to  help  and  amend  that  which  is 
amiss.    Concerning  the  bull  of  Boniface,  if  any  there  be  who  do  not 
credit  the  same  that  contains  what  I  allege,  or  would  for  his  own 
mind  see  and  read  the  same,  the  words  thereof  follow  below.1 

This  bull  being  directed,  as  it  is  said,  from  Rome  to  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  and  likewise  through  the  whole  universal  church,  under 
the  pope's  authority,  it  chanced,  not  long  after,  that  the  king  held 


the  rope  i  Hull,  warrctn  me  Clergy  are  exempted  jrom  yin>v  i  rtotur  to  a  img$  ana 

will*.  Set.  Ad  *empitcrn*m  rei  mcmoriam.  Clerieit,  laieo*  infestot  oppido  trsdidit 
et  pnesentiurn  experiment*  temporum  manifest*  declarant,  (turn  tuU  finlbu* 
Uur  in  vetitum  et  ad  illicit*  sua  frena  relaxant,  nee  prudentcr  attendunt  quo- 


lanum  aousiuu*  non  urn  icmeraric,  quam  iroprnriue  ocqmrKuui,  kuu  a(«»i«uric 
ate  non  obtcnta.  No»  i|ritur  tallbus  actibui  obvuue  volcntcs,  de  fratrum  nostrorum 
I  apostolic*  authorltate  statuimus ;  quod  quicunque  priclsti,  ecrletiaiticave  pcr»onar.  vel 
I.  quorumcutique  ordinum.  condition!*,  teu  statu*,  collect**  vcl  talliaa.  dunidiam,  deei- 


(I )  The  Cnpg  of  the  PopSt  Bull,  wherein  the  Clergy  met  exempted  from  giving  Tribute  to  King*  and 

Prime**. — "  Honifaciu* 
antiquit*s,   Quod  • 
non  contenti  nituntur  I 

modo  alt  eii  in  cleriroa  ercleaiaaticaire  persona*,  et  bona  interdicU  potest**.  Quintan 
prsplati*.  eeclesiis,  eccle*ia*ttci»que  personi*  reirularibu*  et  secularibus  imponuntur  oner*  gravia. 
ipso*  talliant,  et  el*  collect**  imponunt,  et  *bip«iu*tnorumque  proventuum,  vet  bonorum  dimi- 
di*m,  dec-imam,  seu  viccaimam.  vel  quamvis  aliam  portlonem,  quotam  exigunt  et  extorquent, 
eosque  molluntur  multilaric  tubjlcere  servituti,  tunque  subdedere  ditioni.  Et  quod  dolentcr 
referlmui,  nonnulli  eocle*l*riun  prarlati,  ecctesia*llrR-que  personsr  trepidantet,  uhi  trepidandum 
non  eat,  traniitoriam  paccm  qiuerentea;  plu*  tlmente*  majestatem  temporalcm  offendere,  quam 
aeternam,  taltum  abmibus  non  tarn  temerarle,  quam  iinprovide  acqulescunt,  sedi*  apo*tolic*e 
authoriute 
conrilio  I 
•ecuiare*. 

mam,  vice*ini*tn,  seu  ccnte*im*ni  lucrum  et  ecelesi&rum  »u*rum  proventuum  vel  bonorum  laid* 
•olvcrint,  vel  promiserint.  vel  se  soluturos  exre**erint,  aut  quamvis  aliam  quantlutem,  portioncm, 
*ut  quicquam  ipsorum  prorentuum,  vel  bonorum  imtimatinnem,  vcl  valorem  ipsorum,  *ubrm> 
tionis,  (ubsidil,  vel  doni  nomine,  seu  quovis  alio  timore,  vel  modo,  vrl  quirsito  colore  absque 
•utoritste  sedls  ejusdem :  nccnon  imperatores,  reges,  seu  principes.  duces,  seu  eomites,  vel  ba- 
ronet, potestates,  capit*ne**,  ofliciales  vel  rectore*  quocunque  nomine  censeantur,  civitatum  ca»- 
trorum,  »eu quommquc  locorum  conatitutorum  ubillbct  et  qui* *  alius  cujuscunque  pnecmlnentur , 
conditioni*  et  *t*tu*.  qui  tall*  imposuerintetexegerint.vel  receperint,  aut  apud  vile*  sacra* deposit* 
ecclcfliaritm  vel  eccle>i**tic*rum  pcrsonarum  ubllibeti  arre»t*verint,  saytierint  »eu  occupare  pr*f- 
•umpserint,  vel  arcstarl.  sayilri,  aut  occupari  m*nd*verint,  *utJ  orcupat*.  sayiita.  *eu  areitata 
receperint :  necnon  omne*  qui  scienter  in  pnrdicti*  dedcrint  consilium,  auxlllum,  vel  favorem, 
publice  vel  occulte,  eo  Ipso  sententiam  excommunieatloni*  «  Incurrunt.  UnlvenlUte*  quoque 
que  in  hi*  culpablle*  fuerint  ecclesiaatlco  supponimus  intcrdicto:  pnclatls,  et  personi*  ecele- 
tiaitici*  lupradictu.in  virtutcobedientur.  et  sub  po>n*dcpo*itloni*dlitrictcinandantri.  ut  talibu* 
absque  liccntla  exprcssa  dicta?  sedis  nullatenua  acquiescant.  A  aupradicti*  autem  e: 
tionis  et  interdict!  scntentiis  nulli*  absolvl  valeat,  prxterqunm  in  mortis  articulo 
spoitolicae  authoriute  et  llccntia  special), "  etc.— Ex  Cnron.  Kob.  Gtsburnemu. 

The  Author' $  motet  upon  the  $ame. 

1.  Apostolic*  authorita*  fruitra  obtenditur,  ubi  i 

2.  Qui  vis,  proqui*qui*,harharismu*  apostollru*. 

3.  Flore*  Attic i  ex  ipso  Helirone  dmumpti,  JrtfMMif' 

4.  Tauri  cornu,  wear  the  bull's  bom. 
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his  parliament  at  St.  Edmundsbury,  where  was  granted  to  him  of  all 
cities  and  boroughs  an  eighth,  and  of  the  commons  a  twelfth  of  their  A  r) 
goods ;  only  the  clergy,  by  virtue  of  this  bull,  stood  stout,  denying  1304. 
to  pay  any  thing  to  the  king.  This  answer  not  well  pleasing  the 
king,  he  willeth  them  to  deliberate  better  with  themselves  upon  the 
matter,  and,  after  long  advisement,  to  give  him  an  answer  against  the 
next  parliament,  which  should  be  holden  the  next  Hilary  Term  at 
London. 

In  conclusion,  the  parliament  being  assembled,  the  clergy  persisted 
still  in  the  denial  of  their  subsidy,  alleging  the  pope's  bull  for  their 
warrant  and  discharge ;  whereupon  the  king  likewise  secludeth  them  s*ciudc«i 
from  under  his  protection  and  the  safeguard  of  his  laws.    And  as  £™£,the 
concerning  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  above  mentioned,  because  JJJJ"* 
he  was  found  more  stubborn  than  the  rest,  and  was  the  inciter  to  the 
others,  he  seized  upon  all  his  goods,  and  caused  an  inventory  of  the  The  arrh- 
same  to  be  enrolled  in  the  exchequer.    Notwithstanding,  divers  of  HSer-of 
the  other  bishops  relented  soon  •  after  to  the  king,  and  contributed  *'£2^coll 
the  fifth  of  their  goods  unto  him,  and  were  received  again  into  fl«»t*d. 
favour. 

In  the  life  of  this  king's  father,  it  was  declared  how  the  said  king 
Henry  III.,  after  divers  wars  and  commotions  had  with  his  barons, 
Jjad  granted  certain  liberties  and  freedoms  written  and  contained  in 
'  Magna  Charta,'  and  in  *  Charta  de  Forcsta.'    Concerning  which 
matter,  much  business  happened  in  this  king's  days  also  in  the  realm,  variance 
between  the  king  and  his  barons  and  commons.    The  occasion  was  kTnp'Ed- 
this :  A  pack  of  wool  which  before  paid  but  a  mark  to  the  king,  was  j??"* 
now  by  this  king  raised  up  to  fortv  shillings.    After  this  the  king  »nd  «>m- 
having  to  make  a  journey  into  Flanders,  sent  to  his  barons  and  divers  mon,' 
others  to  give  attendance,  and  service  in  the  same,  which  they  refused 
and  denied  to  do.  The  king,  notwithstanding,  persisted  in  his  purpose, 
and  with  such  a  power  as  he  had,  prepared  toward  his  journey.   On  Petition* 
his  way,  at  Winchelsea,  the  aforesaid  earls,  barons,  and  commons,  bL'™» 
sent  him  certain  petitions  contained  in  writing,  under  the  names  of  ™0dn™™" 
the  archbishops,  bishops,  abbots,  and  priors,  and  the  earls  and  barons,  u»«  i  • 
with  the  commonalty  of  the  realm.    Therein,  first,  lamenting  and 
complaining  of  their  afflicted  state  and  misery,  after  an  humble  man- 
ner they  desired  their  lord  the  king  to  redress  and  amend  certain 
grievances  among  them.    And  first,  they  declared  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  commons,  that  the  premonitions  or  writs  directed  to  them  for 
their  attendance  upon  his  grace  into  Flanders,  were  not  sufficient ; 
for  that  there  was  no  certain  place  in  the  said  writs  specified  unto 
them,  whither  to  come  for  making  their  provision,  and  preparing 
money  and  other  things  according  to  the  same.    And  if  the  place 
had  been  to  them  signified,  yet,  l)ecause  none  of  their  ancestors  ever 
served  the  king  over  into  Flanders  before,  the  commons  therefore 
thought  themselves  not  bound  to  any  service  in  that  country.  And 
albeit  they  had  been  so  bound  thereunto,  yet  they  were  not  able  to 
do  it,  being  so  heavily  oppressed  with  so  many  tallages,  taxes,  tolls, 
customs,  and  such  prices  of  corn,  oats,  tin,  wool,  leather,  oxen,  kine, 
flesh,  fish,  &c. :  and  besides  all  this,  having  no  penny  of  wages  given 
them  to  relieve  their  charges.    Over  and  besides  the  lack  of  the 
king's  wages  not  paid  them,  their  own  poverty,  like  a  heavy  burden, 
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swear*/,  did  80  miserably  lie  upon  them,  that  some  of  them  had  no  susten-  • 
aTdT  tation,  some  of  them  were  not  able  to  till  their  own  ground.  They 
1304.  alleged,  moreover,  that  they  were  not  now  handled  after  the  old  laws 
and  customs  of  the  land,  as  their  ancestors  were  wont  to  be.  Many 
also  found  themselves  grieved  in  that  they  were  not  used  according 
M*tcna    to  the  articles  contained  in  '  Magna  Charta  ;*  and  again  that  the 
Cham.    *  Charta  de  Foresta'  was  not  observed  nor  kept,  as  it  was  wont  to 
ForJ»u-  *  be.    Wherefore  most  humbly  they  besceched  the  king,  both  for  his 
own  honour  and  for  the  wealth  of  his  people,  that  of  these  things 
fo?*wJSi.  they  might  find  redress.    For  the  custom,  moreover,  of  wool,  the 
whole  commons  bewailed  to  the  king  their  grief,  in  that  for  every 
pack  of  wool  there  was  fined  to  the  king  forty  shillings,  and  for  every 
sack  of  combed  wool,  seven  marks  ;  the  which  wool  of  England,  as 
it  doth  rise  up  to  the  value  of  half  the  realm,  so  the  toll  of  the 
same  amountcth  to  the  fifth  part  of  the  valuation  of  the  whole 
land.    And  because,  therefore,  the  commons  wished  the  honour  and 
preservation  of  their  king  (as  they  were  bound  to  do),  they  thought 
it  not  good  for  his  grace  to  sail  over  to  Flanders,  unless  he  had  better 
assurance  of  their  fidelity,  especially  at  that  time  when  the  Scots  were 
so  busy ;  who,  if  they  began  to  rebel,  he  being  at  home  in  his  land, 
much  more  were  they  like  to  stir,  he  being  abroad  out  of  the  land. 
And  that,  not  on  account  of  the  Scots  only,  but  also  because  the  like 
peril  was  to  be  apprehended  of  other  foreign  nations  and  kingdoms, 
which  as  yet  were  in  no  firm  peace  with  England. 
The         To  these  petitions,  the  king  said  that  he  could  as  yet  make  no 
}£S£L  »„  resolute  answer,  for  that  some  of  his  council  were  gone  over  already 

atuwer  to  '  _        .  ©  J 

x\om^'  to  Flanders,  some  were  in  London.  Notwithstanding,  on  his  return 
itofca-  from  Flanders,  which  he  trusted  should  be  speedy,  they  should  hear 
rom-*nd  ms  answer,  and  know  more  of  his  mind  concerning  the  same.  In  the 
mous.  mean  time  this  he  required  of  them,  to  keep  good  rule  at  home,  while 
he  was  abroad.  What  answer  the  king  had  minded  to  make  them  at 
his  return,  it  is  uncertain,  which  peradventure  had  turned  to  a  bloody 
answer,  but  occasion  served  otherwise,  and  turned  all  to  agreement ; 
for  the  Scots,  with  their  captain,  William  Wallace,  above  specified,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  king  being  absent,  invaded  the  realm  with  such 
violence,  that  prince  Edward,  the  king's  son,  who  was  left  to  rule  in 
his  father  8  stead,  was  forced  to  assemble  a  parliament,  and  to  call  for 
the  earl  of  Hereford,  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  high  marshal  of  England ; 
the  earl  of  Essex,  high  constable ;  with  other  carls,  barons,  knights, 
and  esquires,  to  entreat  peace  and  concord  between  his  father  and 
them.  On  their  coming  up  to  London,  with  fifteen  hundred  well- 
armed  soldiers,  and  obtaining  the  gates  of  the  city  with  their  own 
men,  they  fell  at  length  to  agreement  with  the  prince,  upon  compo- 
sition to  have  the  articles  of  '  Magna  Charta,1  and  of  1  Charta  de 
Foresta,"'  confirmed;  and  that,  by  his  means  and  mediation,  they  might 
be  assured  of  the  king's  displeasure  to  be  removed  from  them.  The 
aforesaid  articles  of  '  Magna  Charta,"1  with  the  other  articles  affixed, 
here  follow. 

Article*       First,  No  tallage  or  subsidy  by  the  king  or  his  heirs  to  be  imposed  or  levied 
™nM»jm«  nerea^r  within  the  realm  of  England,  without  the  common  assent  of  the  arch- 
c-haru.    bishops,  bishops,  abbots,  and  other  prelates,  earls,  barons,  knight*,  burgesses, 
and  commons  of  the  realm. 
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Item,  No  taker  or  servitor  of  the  king,  or  of  his  heir*,  henceforth,  within  this 
realm,  to  take  grain,  wool,  leather,  or  any  goods  of  any  man,  without  the  will 
and  consent  of  the  owner. 

Item,  No  taking  to  be  hereafter,  under  the  name  of  tribute,  for  any  pack  of 
wool. 

Item,  To  be  granted  by  the  king  and  his  heirs  after  him,  both  to  the  clergy 
and  laity  of  this  realm,  to  have  and  to  enjoy  their  laws,  liberties,  and  customs, 
in  as  ample  manner  as  they  were  wont  at  any  time  heretofore. 

Item,  If  any  decrees  or  statutes  shall  hereafter  be  made  and  set  forth  con- 
trary to  these  aforesaid  articles,  the  same  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect  for  ever. 


Besides  these  articles,  in  the  same  composition  was  also  contained,  Airree- 
that  all  grudge  and  displeasure  between  the  king  and  barons  for  not  bttwwn 
going  to  Flanders  ceasing,  the  earls  and  barons  might  be  assured  to 
be  received  again  into  the  king's  favour.  baron*. 

These  things  thus  agreed  upon,  and  also  by  mediation  of  the  Good 
prince  confirmed  and  sealed  with  the  king  his  father s  seal,  all  the  "iTi's 
variance  was  pacified,  to  the  great  comfort  of  the  people,  and  no  less  Edward- 
strength  of  the  realm  against  their  enemies ;  and  most  chiefly  to  the 
commendation  of  the  gentle  and  wise  nature  of  the  king,  who,  as  he 
was  gentle  in  promising  his  reconcilement  with  his  subjects,  so  no  less 
constant  was  he,  in  keeping  that  which  he  had  promised. 

After  the  death  of  John  Pcckham,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Robert 
above  mentioned,  who  in  the  parliament  had  resisted  the  king  in  the  sty,  arch- 
right  of  certain  liberties  pertaining  to  the  crown,  touching  patronages  qJJJJ _of 
and  such  church  matters,  succeeded  Robert  Winchelsey,  with  whom  burr- 
also  the  king  had  like  variance,  who  accused  him  to  the  pope  for 
breaking  the  peace,  and  taking  part  with  them  that  rebelled  against 
the  king  about  usages  and  liberties  of  the  realm.    Wherefore  the  t*** 
king  being  cited  up  to  the  court  of  Rome,  and  there  suspended  by  with  two 
means  of  the  said  archbishop,  directed  his  letters  again  to  the  pope,  ™*'op,  of 
taken  out  of  the  parliament  rolls,  where  I  find  divers  letters  of  the  £«•»»«- 
king  to  pope  Clement,  against  the  said  Robert,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  contents  whereof  here  follow  in  substance.    And  as  this  w» 
king  was  troubled  in  his  time  with  both  the  archbishops,  John 
Pcckham,  and  also  Robert  Winchelsey ;  so  it  happened  to  all  other  ftjffff 
kings  for  the  most  part,  from  the  time  of  Lanfranc  (that  is,  from  pope  **  tf 
Hildebrand),  that  every  king  in  his  time  had  some  business  or  other  kin**  and 
with  that  see.    As  William  Rufus  and  Henry  I.  were  troubled  with  2bM»*f 
Ansclm;  Henry  II.  with  Thomas  Becket ;  king  Richard  and  all  imtMd 
England  with  Vvilliam,  bishop  of  Ely,  the  pope's  legate ;  king  John  ly5™™"' 
with  Stephen  Langton ;  king  Henry  III.  with  Edmund  the  arch-  J£jJ.wllh 
bishop,  called  St.  Edmund     likewise  this  king  Edward  I.,  with  John  Jjjjjjjgj0' 
Peckham  and  Robert  Winchelsey  aforesaid  ;  and  so  other  kings  after  bury." 
him,  with  some  prelate  or  other :  whereby  ye  may  understand,  how 
and  about  what  time  the  church  of  Rome,  which  formerly  was  subject 
to  kings  and  princes,  began  first  to  take  head  above  and  against  kings 
and  rulers,  and  so  hath  kept  it  ever  since. 

By  this  John  Peckham,  above  mentioned,  it  was  ordained,  that  no  Prie.uto 
spiritual  minister  should  have  any  more  benefices  than  one,  which  also  oo^m!. 
was  decreed  by  the  constitutions  of  Octo  and  Octobonus,  the  pope's  fle«- 
legates  at  that  time  in  England. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  king's  reign,  after  the  decease  of 

(1)  Polychron,  \lb.  viL 
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Kdwerii.  Walter,  archbishop  of  York,  William  Wiccwangcr  succeeding  in 
A.  d.  that  see,  and  minding  to  go  on  visitation,  came  to  Durham,  to  visit 
1304.  the  church  and  chapter  there ;  but  the  clergy  and  the  people  of  the 
variance  city  shut  the  gates  against  him,  and  kept  him  out,  whereupon  rose  no 
theWa£h-  sma^  disturbance.  The  archbishop  let  fly  his  curse  of  excommuni- 
binhop  or  cation  and  interdiction  against  them.  The  bishop  of  Durham  again, 
uie'ciergy  w*tn  l"8  clergy,  despised  all  his  cursings,  grounding  themselves  upon 
ofDur-   tnc  constitution  of  Innocent  IV.,  'l)e  censibus  et  exactionibus  \ 


and  so  they  appealed  to  Rome,  saying,  That  he  ought  not  to  be 
received  there,  before  he  had  first  begun  to  visit  his  own  chapter  and 
diocese,  which  he  had  not  done ;  for  the  words  of  the  constitution 
were — "  We  ordain  and  decree,  that  every  archbishop  that  will  visit 
his  province,  first  must  procure  to  visit  his  own  church,  city,  and 
diocese." 

inquw-      Among  other  things  in  this  king  that  may  be  noted,  this  is  not  to 
Sadutai  De  P**sed  over ;  that  where  complaint  was  made  to  him  of  his  officers, 
fktwoO?  08  jus^ces'  mayors,  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  eschetore,  and  such  other,  who, 
™n.  °    abusing  their  offices,  extortioned  and  oppressed  the  king's  liege  people 
otherwise  than  was  according  to  right  and  conscience ;  the  said  king, 
not  suffering  such  disorder  to  be  unpunished,  did  appoint  certain 
officers  or  inquisitors,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  which  inquisition 
Tr»iib«-  was  called  4  Traibaston,''  or  '  Trailbastoun    by  means  of  which  inqui- 
•toun-     sition  divers  false  officers  were  accused,  and  such  as  were  offenders 
were  either  removed  from  their  place,  or  forced  to  buy  again  their 
office  at  the  king's  hand ;  to  their  no  small  loss,  and  great  gain  to  the 
king,  and  much  profit  to  the  commonwealth. 

In  the  chronicle  of  Robert  of  Amcsbury,  it  is  recorded  of  the  said 
king,  that  he  being  at  Amesbury  to  see  his  mother,  who  was  then  in 
that  monastery  professed,  there  was  a  certain  man  who  feigned  him- 
self blind  a  long  time,  brought  to  the  presence  of  the  said  Elenor  the 
nirSTe  king's  mother,  saying  how  that  he  had  his  sight  restored  at  the  tomb 
well  spied  of  king  Henrv,  her  late  husband,  insomuch  that  she  was  easily  per- 
ihl  king,  suaded  that  the  miracle  was  very  true.  But  king  Edward,  her  son, 
knowing  the  man  a  long  time  to  be  a  vile  dissembler,  and  a  wicked 
person,  used  to  lying  and  crafty  deceiving,  persuaded  his  mother  not 
to  give  credit  to  the  vile  vagabond,  declaring  that  he  knew  so  well  of 
the  justice  of  his  father,  that,  if  he  were  alive,  he  would  rather  twice 
pluck  out  both  his  eyes,  than  once  restore  him  one.  Notwithstanding, 
the  queen  his  mother,  remaining  still  in  the  former  fond  persuasion, 
would  hear  or  believe  nothing  to  the  contrary,  but  was  so  in  anger 
with  her  son,  that  she  bid  him  depart  her  chamber ;  and  so  he  did. 
By  the  example  whereof  may  easily  be  conceived,  how  and  after  what 
sort  these  blind  miracles  in  those  days,  and  since,  have  come  up 
among  the  blind  and  superstitious  people ;  for  had  not  the  king 
here  been  wiser  than  the  mother,  no  doubt  but  this  would  have  been 
extolled  as  a  miracle,  and  perchance  king  Henry  have  been  made 
a  saint. 

minde  88        was  a  feigned  miracle,  and  false  no  doubt,  so,  in  the 

*  same  author,'  we  read  of  another  sort  of  miracle,  sounding  more  near 
the  truth,  and  so  much  the  more  likely,  for  that  it  served  to  the 
conversion  unto  christian  faith,  to  which  use  all  true  miracles  do 
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properly  appertain.    The  miracle  was  this:  In  the  last  year  of  Rdwrdi. 
this  king's  reign,  Cassanus,  king  of  the  Tartars  (of  whom  come  A  j} 
those  whom  we  now  call  Turks)  fighting  against  the  Soldan,  king  1301. 
of  the  Saracens,  in  the  plain  of  Damascus,  slew  of  them  a  hundred  Vi(,lory 
thousand ;  and  again  at  Babylon,  fighting  with  the  said  Soldan,  Jg*"J 
he  slew  him  in  the  field,  and  two  hundred  thousand  of  his  Saracens,  mm. 
calling,  himself,  upon  the  help  of  Christ ;  and  thereupon  he  became 
Christian.    This  Cassanus,  I  say,  had  a  brother  a  pagan,  who  being 
in  love  with  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Armenia,  a  christian  woman, 
desired  of  her  father  that  he  might  marry  with  her.    Whereunto  the 
king  her  father  would  not  agree,  unless  he  promised  to  be  a  Christian. 
Notwithstanding,  the  other  being  stronger  in  power,  and  threatening 
to  get  her  by  war;  the  king  at  length  was  forced  to  agree.  In 
conclusion,  it  happened  that  a  child  being  born  betwixt  them,  it  was 
overgrown  and  all  rough  with  hair,  like  the  skin  of  a  bear.  The  child 
being  brought  to  the  father,  he  commanded  it  to  be  thrown  into  the 
fire  and  burned,  but  the  mother,  desiring  first  to  have  it  baptised, 
caused  all  things  thereunto  to  be  prepared.    The  infant  being  three 
times  plunged  in  water,  after  receiving  the  sacrament  of  holy  baptism, 
incontinently  was  altered  and  turned  from  all  his  hairy  roughness, 
and  appeared  as  fair  and  smooth-skinned  as  any  other;  the  which, 
when  the  father  had  seen  and  beheld,  he  was  christened  himself,  and 
all  his  house. 

In  the  reign  of  this  king,  Walter  Merton,  bishop  of  Rochester,  Morton 
built  Merton  College,  Oxford.    In  the  same  reign  also  lived  Henry  bumm 
of  Gaudano,  Arnold  of  Villa  Nova,  Dante,  and  others ;  also  Scotus,  °xfo,d- 
called  Duns,  who,  in  his  fourth  book  of  Sentences,  dist.  18,  com-  . 
plaineth  of  the  abuse  of  excommunication  and  of  the  pope's  keys. 
"  Whereas  before,  excommunication  was  not  used  but  upon  great 
and  just  causes,  and  therefore  was  feared ;  now,""  saith  he,  **  it  is 
brought  forth  for  every  trifling  matter,  as  for  not  paying  the  priest's 
wages,  &c.  and  therefore,v>  saith  he,  "  it  groweth  into  contempt.'" 
Under  the  same  king,  about  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  the  year  was 
so  hot  and  dry,  that  from  the  month  of  May  till  near  the  month  of 
September,  there  fell  no  rain ;  insomuch  that  many  died  for  heat, 
and  the  vulgar  people,  in  their  reckoning  of  years,  did  count  the 
time  from  the  said  dry  year  long  after. 

After  pope  Benedict  XI.  above  mentioned,  succeeded  pope  Cle-  The 
ment  V.,  who,  about  a.d.  1310,  translated  the  pope's  court  to  £S? 
Avignon  in  France,  where  it  remained  the  term  of  seventy-four  {™^'fecd 
years.    At  the  coronation  of  this  Clement  were  present  Philip  king 
of  France,  Charles  his  son,  and  John  duke  of  Britany,  with  a  great 
number  of  other  men  of  state  and  nobility ;  at  which  coronation,  suiter 
they  being  in  the  middle  of  the  pomp  or  procession,  a  great  wall  °[t"°cblc* 
broke  down  and  fell  upon  them,  by  the  fall  whereof  duke  John  and  i">pe» 
twelve  others  were  slain,  king  Philip  was  hurt  and  wounded,  and  the 
pope  being  struck  from  his  horse,  lost  out  from  the  mitre  upon  his 
head  a  carbuncle,  esteemed  to  the  value  of  six  thousand  florins.1   By  Emperor 
this  Clement  it  was  ordained  that  the  emperor,  though  he  might  be  J£ru™|'c7t 
called  king  of  the  Romans,  might  not  enjoy  the  title  and  right  of  the  ™ntfih™ed 
emperor,  before  he  was  by  him  confirmed;  and  that  the  emperors  ripe." 

(1)  Platin*.  lie  VJt  Pont. 
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being  vacant,  the  pope  should  reign  as  emperor,  till  a  new 
A  j}  emperor  was  chosen.  By  him  the  order  of  the  Templars,  who  at  that 
1306!  t*mc  werc  t°°  abominable  to  be  borne,  was  put  dcrvn  at  the  council 
-of  Vienna  (a.d.  1312),  as  hereafter   (Christ  willing)  shall  be 


pun  put'  declared.    He  also  ordained  and  confirmed  the  feast  of  Corpus 
TWeiit  Christi,  assigning  indulgences  to  such  as  heard  the  service  thereof; 
of  comui  and  as  pope  Boniface  before  heaped  up  the  book  of  decretals,  called 
sepumua  '  ^cxtus  Dccretalium,''  so  this  Clement  compiled  the  seventh  book 
derrtu-  of  the  decretals,  called  by  the  same  Clement,  1  The  Clementines/ 
<^ui^d     In  the  time  of  this  pope,  the  emperor  Henry  VI.  was  poisoned  in 
cicmen-  receiving  the  sacrament,  by  a  false  dissembling  monk  called  Bernard, 
tine*."    that  feigned  himself  to  be  his  familiar  friend  ;  which  was  thought  to 
empeTo!''  °e  done  not  M 'ithout  the  consent  of  the  pope's  legate.  The  emperor, 
}'n  'the' cd  P^^'mg  himself  poisoned,  warned  him  to  flee  and  escape,  for  else 
hu«t-      the  G*"-nr»>»ns  would  certainly  have  slain  him  ;  who,  although  he  escaped 
hims«h,  »  •»  divers  of  his  order  after  that,  with  fire  and  sword,  were  slain. 
Paieoio-      A«  *his  pope  Clement  V.  had  now  well  provided,  as  ye  have  heard, 
££oreof"  a"        fhe  empire  of  Rome  to  bring  it  under  his  girdle,  insomuch 
HamST*  t-      "ftoout  the  pope's  benediction  no  emperor  might  take  the  state 
inun™    u'    *  ,un''  ,IC  now  Proceeded  further  to  intermeddle  with  the  empire 
c»ted.     of  Constantinople.    He  began  by  exercising  his  tyranny  and  powei 
hu^'   OI>  excommunication  against  Andronicus  Paleologus,  emperor  of 
by™£  Constantinople,  a.d.  1806,  declaring  him  to  be  a  schismatic  and 
dement,  heretic,  because  he  neither  would  nor  durst  suffer  the  Grecians  to 
nfMflg  make  their  appeal  from  the  Greek  church  to  the  pope,  neither  would 
^»n?t£  acknowledge  him  for  his  superior.    By  this  it  may  appear,  that  the 
Home  ,0  ^"^k  church  did  not  admit  the  pope's  superiority  as  yet,  nor  at 
ajlmsm.  any  time  before;  save  only  about  the  time  of  pope  Innocent  III., 
Note  the  a.d.1  202,  at  which  time  the  Frenchmen  with  their  captain,  Baldwin, 
?he*JJ0"of  earl  of  Flanders,  joining  together  with  the  Venetians,  were  set 
■Jjhf  •  against  the  Grecians,  to  place  Alexius  in  the  right  of  the  empire  of 
Constantinople,  upon  condition,  as  writeth  Platina,'  to  subdue  the 
Greek  church  under  the  church  of  Rome.    This  Alexius  being 
restored,  and  shortly  after  slain,  the  empire  came  to  the  Frenchmen, 
with  whom  it  remained  the  space  of  fifty-eight  years,  till  the  coming 
of  Michael  Paleologus  in  the  days  of  pope  Gregory  IX.,  who  restored 
when  and  the  empire  from  the  Frenchmen  unto  his  pristine  state  again.  During 
all  this  time  of  the  French  emperors,  the  Greek  church  was  subject 
wMtab-  to  Rome,  as  by  the  decretals  of  pope  Gregory  IX.  may  appear, 
jeetto     Then  followed  after  this,  that  the  aforesaid  Michael,  emperor  of 
Rome.    Constantinople,  being  called  up  to  a  council  at  Lyons  by  pope 
Gregory  X.,  about  the  controversy  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  (as  is  above  specified)  and  obedience  to  the  church  of  Rome ; 
because  the  said  Michael  the  emperor  did  there  Bubmit  himself  and 
the  Grecians  to  the  subjection  of  Rome,  as  testifieth  Baptist  Egnat, 
he  thereby  procured  to  himself  such  grudge  and  hatred  among  the 
Greek  monks  and  priests,  that  after  his  death  they  denied  him  the 
due  honour  and  place  of  burial.2    The  son  of  this  Andronicus  was 
Michael  Paleologus  above  mentioned,  who,  as  ye  have  heard  before, 
because  he  was  constrained  by  the  Grecians  not  to  admit  any  appel- 
lation to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  was  accursed  by  the  pope's  censures 

(I)  PUtta.,  in  Vit.  Innoccntii.  (2)  Ex  B«i>:Ut.  Kfiutto,  Rom.  Princ.  I  7. 
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as  a  heretic.    Whereby  it  appeareth,  that  the  Grecians,  recovering  R<i*ardi. 
their  state  again,  refused  all  subjection  at  this  time  to  the  church  of  A  D> 
Rome,  which  was  a.d.  1327.    After  this  Clement  V.  followed  pope  i:>07. 
John  XXII.,  with  whom  Louis  IV.  the  emperor  had  much  trouble  ^ 
(a.d.  1328).    After  whom  next  in  course  succeeded  pope  Bene-  <*w* 
diet  XII.,  who  on  a  time,  being  desired  to  make  certain  new  car-  denicth 
dinals,  answered  again  ;  that  he  would  gladly  so  do,  if  he  also  could  JE«5dM 
make  a  new  world.    "  For  this  world,"  said  he,  "  is  for  these  cardi-  jgjjjj  * 
nals  that  be  made  already.'" 1    And  thus  much  of  the  popes  :  now  to 
return  a  little  back  to  the  king's  story. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1307,*  which  was  the  thirty-fourth  of  the  The 
reign  of  this  king,  in  the  beginning  of  Hilary  term,  the  king  kept  a  «£i!on« 
parliament  at  Carlisle,  where  great  complaints  were  brought  in  by  the  ^"J1/}}"' 
nobles  and  ancients  of  the  realm,  concerning  the  manifold  and  into-  p»riia- 
lerable  oppressions  of  churches  and  monasteries,  and  exactions  0f,n,Jnt• 
money  by  the  pope's  legate,  William  Testa,  otherwise  termed  4  Mala 
Testa/  lately  brought  into  the  realm  of  England.    The  coming  of 
this  William  Testa  was  upon  this  occasion,  as  followcth  :  pope 
Clement,  who,  as  ye  heard  before,  had  translated  his  court  from  Rome 
into  France,  where  he  had  been  archbishop  before,  because  he  con- 
temned to  come  and  remain  at  his  own  see,  the  princes  of  Rome 
thought  him  unworthy  to  enjoy  Peter  s  patrimony ;  and  so  by  that 
means  falling  into  bareness  and  poverty,  he  lived  only  on  the  money 
of  such  bishops  as  came  to  him  to  be  confirmed,  and  by  such  other 
shifts  and  gifts ;  so  that  partly  by  bishops  and  other  religious  persons, 
partly  under  the  name  of  courtesy  and  benevolence,  partly  under  the 
pretence  of  borrowing,  he  had  within  the  first  year  nine  thousand  five  The 
hundred  marks  of  silver;  all  his  other  charges  and  expenses,  which  he 
largely  that  year  bestowed,  being  clearly  borne.'    Besides  this,  he  one  yeu. 
sent  the  said  legate,  William  Testa,  into  England  with  his  bulls,  in  £j£,B 
which  he  reserved  the  first  fruits  of  the  first  year  of  all  churches  being . >sate 
vacant  at  anv  time,  or  by  any  man  within  the  realms  of  England,  Engiin'd. 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  and  also  the  fruits  of  abbeys  and 
priories  within  the  said  realms,  Stc.    Whereupon,  the  king  with  his  brought™ 
nobles,  seeing  the  inconvenience  and  harm  therefrom  ensuing  to  the  ^,^.the 
whole  realm  :  in  the  aforesaid  parliament,  holden  at  Carlisle,  withstood  Kin* 
the  said  legate,  charging  and  commanding  him  by  the  assent  of  the 
carls  and  barons,  that  henceforth  he  should  abstain  from  all  such  J£ml,lth 
exactions;  and  that,  as  concerned  his  lord  the  pope,  he  would  direct  andhir 
certain  his  messengers  unto  him  purposely  for  the  same  matter  I<?K*le* 
appointed  :  by  which  ambassadors,  tfie  king  wrote  unto  the  aforesaid 
pope,  declaring  and  admonishing  him,  as  right  and  reason  was,  that  Fir»t 
lie  should  not  exact  the  first  fruits  of  the  churches  and  abbeys,  by  his 


and  noblemen  of  the  land  founded  for  the  honour  and 
maintcnance  of  God's  service,  for  alms  and  hospitality :  which  other- 
wise, in  so  doing,  should  all  be  overthrown.    And  so  by  this  means,  Fint 
the  pope  at  that  time  changed  his  pi  lrposc  concerning  abbevs.  two  yean 
The  first  fruits  of  English  churches  were,  after  that,  granted  to  the 
king  for  two  years,  in  which  space  he  obtained  them.  ung. 

(11  Ex  icriplo  Engethiueiui*.    (2)  Ex  Nic.  Trivet,    (tl)  E\  Hilt.  <ju*  Inclplt  ab  Henrico  Tertlo. 
VOL.  II.  It  R 
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Edrardi.     During  the  parliament  before  specified,  as  men  were  talking  many 
A  J)    things  of  the  pope's  oppressions,  which  he  had  begun  in  the  English 
1307.  church ;  in  the  full  of  the  parliament,  suddenly  fell  down  among 
them,  as  sent  from  heaven,  a  certain  paper,  with  this  superscription. 

An  Epistle  of  Cassiodorus  to  the  Church  of  England,  concerning  the 
Abuses  of  the  Romish  Church. 

To  the  noble  church  of  England,  serving  in  clay  and  brick,  as  the  Jews  did 
in  time  past  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Egyptians ;  Peter,  the  son  of  Cassiodorus 
a  catholic  soldier,  and  devout  champion  of  Christ,  sendeth  greeting,  and  wishing 
her  to  cast  otf  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  to  receive  the  reward  of  liberty. 

To  whom  shall  I  compare  thee,  or  to  whom  shall  I  liken  thee,  O  daughter 
of  Jerusalem  .'  To  whom  shall  I  match  thee,  O  daughter  of  Sion  ?  Great  is  thy 
perturbation,  like  unto  the  sea.    Thou  sittest  alone  without  comfort  all  the  day 
long,  thou  art  confounded  and  consumed  with  heaviness.    Thou  art  given  up 
into  the  hands  of  him  from  whence  thou  canst  not  rise,  without  help  of  one  to 
lift  thee  up;  for  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  sitting  in  the  chair  of  Moses,  the 
enemies  of  the  Romans,  are  as  thy  heads  ond  rulers,  enlarging  their  guarded 
phylacteries,  and  seeking  to  be  enriched  with  the  marrow  of  thy  bones,  laying 
heavy  burdens  and  not  able  to  be  borne,  upon  thy  shoulders,  and  upon  thy  minis- 
ters, and  they  set  thee  under  tribute,  who  of  old  time  hast  been  free,  beyond  all 
honesty  or  measure.    But  marvel  not  thereat,  for  thy  mother,  who  is  the  lady 
of  people,  like  a  widow  having  married  and  coupled  herself  to  her  subject,  hath 
appointed  him  to  be  thy  father :  that  is  to  say,  the  bishop  of  Rome,  who  showeth 
no  point  of  any  fatherly  love  towards  thee.    He  magnifieth  and  extendeth,  to 
the  uttermost,  his  authority  over  thee,  and  by  experience  he  declareth  himself 
to  be  the  husband  of  thy  mother.    He  remembercth  oft  with  himself  the  pro- 
phetical saying  of  the  prophet,  and  hath  well  digested  the  same  in  the  inward 
part  of  his  breast :  "  Take  to  thee  a  great  book,  and  write  therein  quickly  with 
the  pen  of  a  man ;"  "  Take  the  spoil,  rob  quickly."    But  is  this  it,  which  the 
aj>ostle  saith,  that  he  was  appointed  for,  where  he  writeth  thus?  "  Every  bishop, 
taken  from  among  men,  is  appointed  for  men  in  those  things  that  belong  to  the 
Lord :"  not  to  spoil,  nor  to  lay  on  them  yearly  taxes,  nor  to  kill  men ;  "  but  to 
offer  gifts  and  sacrifices  for  sins,"  and  to  sorrow  with  them  that  be  ignorant  and 
do  err.   And  so  we  read  of  Peter  the  fisher  (whose  successor  he  boasteth  himself 
to  be),  that  after  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  he  returned  with  other  apostles,  to 
the  office  of  fishing ;  who,  when  he  cotdd  take  nothing  on  the  left  side  of  the 
ship,  at  the  bidding  of  Christ,  turned  to  the  right  side,  and  drew  to  land  a  net 
full  of  fishes.   Wherefore  the  profitable  ministry  of  the  church  is  to  be  exercised 
on  the  right  side,  by  the  which  the  devil  is  overcome,  and  plenty  of  souls  be 
lucrified  and  won  to  Christ    But  certainly  the  labour  on  the  left  side  of  the 
ship  is  far  otherwise ;  for  in  it  the  faith  stumbleth,  heaviness  beareth  rule,  when 
that  thing  that  is  desired  by  seeking  is  not  found.    For  who  is  so  foolish  aa  to 
think,  that  he  con  at  one  time  serve  both  God  and  man,  and  that  while,  to  satisfy 
his  own  will,  he  sticks  to  the  revelations  of  flesh  and  blood,  he  can  offer  worthy 
gifts  to  Christ  ?  And  doubtless  that  shepherd  who  watcheth  not  for  the  edifying 
of  the  flock,  prepareth  another  way  to  the  roaring  lion  seeking  whom  he  may 
devour.    And  now  behold,  I  say,  O  daughter !  the  deeds  of  him  that  is  called 
thy  Father,  such  as  have  not  been  heard  of  before;  he  driveth  away  the  good 
shepherd  from  the  sheepfold,  and  placcth  in  their  stead  bishops,  to  rule,  but  not  to 

Srofit,  his  nephews,  cousins,  and  parents ;  some  that  know  no  letters,  and  others 
umb  and  deaf,  who  understand  not  the  plain  voice  of  the  sheep,  not  curing 
their  wounds,  that  be  hurt  of  the  wolves :  but  like  hirelings,  plucking  off  the 
fleeces  apace,  and  reaping  that  which  other  men  have  sowu ;  whose  hands, 
moreover,  be  always  ready  in  their  baskets  and  pouches,  but  their  backs  are 
turned  from  their  burdens.  By  this  it  is  manifest,  that  the  priesthood  is  clean 
changed  in  these  days,  that  the  service  of  God  is  decayed,  that  alms  are 
diminished  and  brought  to  nought,  and  the  whole  devotion  of  kings,  princes, 
and  Christians,  is  banished.  May  not  this  be  thought  wonderful  in  the  eyes  of 
all  men ;  that  whereas  Christ  commandeth  tribute  to  be  paid  to  kings  for  him 
aud  for  Peter,  the  bishop  of  Rome  now  goeth  about  by  dominion  of  his  style,  to 
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subdue  to  him  both  realms  and  princes  of  realms,  against  His  will,  whose  vicar  Edward/. 

he  saith  he  is ;  and  who  refused  the  realms  and  judgments  of  the  world,  which  

this  bishop,  contrariwise,  challengeth,  claiming  all  that  which  he  in  his  style   A-  D. 
writeth  to  be  his?   Alack,  O  daughter,  what  doth  he  yet  more  against  thee.'  1307. 
Mark,  he  draweth  from  thee  whatsoever  pleased)  him,  and  yet  he  thinketh  not 
himself  content,  to  have  the  tenth  part  only  of  thy  goods  from  thee ;  except  he 
have  also  the  first  fruits  of  the  benefices  of  the  ministers,  whereby  he  may  get 
a  new  patrimony,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  kindred,  contrary  to  the  godly 
wills  of  the  first  founders.    Over  and  besides  all  this,  he  inferrcth  other  execrable 
taxes  and  stipends  for  his  legates  and  messengers,  whom  he  sendeth  into 
England ;  which  not  only  take  away  the  feeding  and  clothing  of  thee  and  thine, 
but  also  tear  in  pieces,  like  dogs,  your  flesh  and  skins.    May  not  the  prince  be 
compared  to  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  destroyed  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and 
robbed  away  the  silver  and  golden  vessels  thereof.'  The  very  same  doth  this 
man  also ;  he  robbed  the  ministers  of  God's  house,  and  left  them  destitute  of 
due  help.    In  Uke  manner  doth  he.    Truly  they  be  better  who  are  killed  with 
the  sword,  than  they  who  be  pined  with  hunger ;  for  they  are  dead  straight, 
but  these  are  wasted  with  the  barrenness  of  the  earth.  O  daughter !  all  they  that 
pass  by  the  way,  let  them  have  pity  and  compassion  on  thee,  for  there  is  no  sorrow 
like  thy  sorrow.    For  now  thy  face  is  blacker  than  coals,  through  much  sorrow 
and  weeping,  and  thou  art  no  more  known  in  the  streets :  thy  aforesaid  ruler 
hath  placed  thee  in  darkness,  and  hath  given  thee  wormwood  and  gall  to  drink. 
O  Lord !  hear  the  sorrow  and  sighings  of  thy  people,  behold  Lord,  and  descend, 
for  the  heart  of  this  man  is  more  obdurate  than  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  ;  for  he 
will  not  suffer  the  people  to  depart,  except  in  the  fortitude  only  of  thy  hand,  for 
he  scourgeth  them  not  only  miserably  upon  the  earth,  but  also,  after  their  death, 
he  intendeth  to  encroach  upon  the  goods  of  all  Christians,  under  the  name  and 
title  of  dying  intestate,  or  making  no  will.    Therefore,  let  the  chivalry  of 
England  well  remember  how  the  Frenchmen  in  times  past,  directing  their 
greedy  eyes  on  the  realm  of  England,  laboured  with  all  their  power  now  to 
bring  the  same  under  their  subjection.    But  it  is  to  be  feared,  lest  the  new 
devices  and  practice  of  this  new  enemy  supply  that  which  hitherto  hath  been  . 
lacking  in  them  ;  for  by  diminishing  the  treasure  of  the  realm,  and  by  spoiling  " 
of  the  church's  goods,  the  realm  shall  be  brought  into  such  inability,  that  it  shall 
not  be  able  to  help  itself  against  the  enemy.    Therefore,  O  daughter !  and  you 
the  ministers  thereof,  suffer  not  yourselves  to  be  led  any  more  into  such  miser- 
able bondage.    Better  it  is  for  the  wealth  of  thee  and  thine,  that  the  christian 
king  and  the  powers  of  the  realm,  who  have  endued  thee  with  great  benefits, 
ana  you  also,  who  are  endued  with  their  benefits,  do  labour,  with  all  your  power, 
how  to  resist  the  devices,  conspiracies,  arrogancy,  presumption,  and  pride  of  the 
foresaid  person ;  who,  not  for  any  zeal  for  God,  but  for  the  enriching  of  his 
parents  and  his  own  kindred  (exalting  himself  like  an  eagle),  by  these  and  such 
other  exactions  goeth  about,  after  another  kind  of  extortion,  to  scrape  up  and 
devour  all  the  money  and  treasure  of  England.    Now,  lest  the  dissembled 
simplicity  of  the  realm  in  this  behalf  do  bring  utter  subversion,  and  afterwards 
be  compelled  to  seek  remedy  when  it  is  too  late,  I  beseech  the  Lord  God  of 
hosts  to  turn  away  the  veil  from  the  heart  of  that  man,  and  to  give  him  a 
contrite  and  an  humble  mind  ;  in  such  sort,  that  he  may  acknowledge  the  ways 
of  the  true  God,  whereby  he  may  be  brought  out  of  darkness,  and  be  forced  to 
relinquish  his  old  sinister  attempts ;  and  that  the  vineyard,  which  the  Lord's 
hand  hath  planted,  may  be  replenished  continually  with  the  preachers  of  the 
word.    Let  the  words  of  the  Lord,  prophesied  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremy,  stir  up 
your  minds  to  withstand  and  resist  the  subtle  practices  of  this  man,  which  words 
spoken  by  the  Lord  be  these :  "  O  thou  pastor  which  hast  scattered  my  people, 
and  hast  cast  them  out  of  their  habitations,  behold  I  will  come  and  visit  upon 
thee,  and  upon  the  malice  of  thy  studies ;  neither  shall  there  be  any  of  thy  seed 
which  shall  sit  upon  the  seat  of  David,  neither  which  shall  have  power  any 
more  in  Judah.    So  that  thy  nest  shall  become  barren,  and  utterly  subverted, 
like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.' 

And  if  he,  being  terrified  by  these  words,  do  not  leave  off"  from  this  which  he 
beginneth,  and  doth  not  make  restitution  of  those  things  which  he  hath  received, 
then  let  all  and  singular  persons  sing  for  him  being  obdurate,  to  him  that  seetli 
all  things,  the  hundred-and-eighth  Psalm,  "  Deus  laudem,"  Sic.    For  truly  as 
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grace,  and  benevolence,  remitteth  and  neglecteth  many  things ;  so  again 
■      the  gentle  benignity  of  man,  being  too  much  oppressed  and  grieved,  seeking  to 
A* be  delivered  and  freed  from  the  same,  striveth  and  searcheth  to  have  the  truth 
1307-  known,  and  casteth  off  that  yoke,  by  all  means  possible,  that  grieveth  him,  «rc.' 


What  effect  this  letter  wrought  in  them  to  whom  it  was  directed, 
is  not  in  story  expressed.  This,  by  the  sequel,  may  be  conjectured, 
tliat  no  reason  or  persuasion  could  prevail ;  but  that  the  pope 
retained  here  still  his  exactions,  whatever  was  said  or  written  to  the 
contrary. 

And  thus  much  being  written  hitherto  of  these  acts  and  doings 
here  in  England,  now  to  slip  a  little  into  matters  happening  at  the 
same  time  in  France,  under  the  reign  of  the  aforesaid  king  Philip 
above  mentioned.    Forasmuch  as  about  this  time  (a.  d.  \32U)*  was 
a  r»riia-  commenced  a  parliament  by  the  said  king  of  France  against  the  pope, 
Franc*"   touching  the  jurisdiction,  both  temporal,  pertaining  to  princes,  and 
udi«ein  ecclesiastical,  belonging  to  the  church  ;  I  thought  it  not  unprofitable 

ho"ta  *or  reat^cr  to  "car  an^  learn  tnc  discourse  and  tradition 
the  juru-  thereof,  according  as  we  have  caused  it  to  be  extracted  faithfully  out 
crrir"ua-  ot"  the  true  copy  and  records  of  Peter  Bertrand,  bishop  of  Edvenen, 
tendeth  anc*  cmp^  c*0Cr  an<*  prolocutor  m  tnc  parliament  upon  the  pope's 
side,  against  the  king  and  state  temporal. 

Forasmuch  as  the  high  prelate  of  Rome,  otherwise  called  antichrist, 
being  then  in  his  chief  ruff,  extolling  himself  above  all  princes  and 
potentates  of  the  world,  as  in  other  countries,  so  also  in  France,  ex- 
tended his  usurped  jurisdiction  above  the  princely  authority  of  the 
king,  claiming  to  himself  full  government  of  both  the  states,  as  well 
secular  as  also  ecclesiastical ;  the  king,  therefore,  not  suffering  the 
excessive  proceedings  of  pope  Clement  V.  above  specified,  dircctcth 
his  letters  mandatory  to  the  prelates  and  barons  of  the  realm  of  France, 
to  convene  and  assemble  themselves  together  at  Paris,  about  the 
beginning  of  December,  the  year  above  prefixed  ;  the  tenor  of  which 
letters  of  the  king  directed  to  the  prelates,  followeth  in  this  form  and 
manner. 

The  summons  of  Parliament  by  Philip,  the  French  king. 

Lett«  Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  France,  to  our  well-beloved  bishop  of 
bUho"  Edvenen,  greeting  and  salutation.  Reverend  father  in  God,  right  trusty  and 
and  pre-  well-beloved,  we  greet  you  well  The  more  sight  and  knowledge  you  have  in 
divinity  and  the  holy  Scriptures  of  God,  with  the  practice  and  experience  of 
other  good  qualities  and  virtues,  you  know  the  better  a  great  deal,  how  that 
the  clergy  and  laity  of  this  our  realm,  as  members  of  one  body,  ought  to  cleave 
and  stick  together ;  and  how,  by  their  helping  hand,  unity  and  peace  should  be 
maintained  by  all,  and  the  contrary  eschewed  and  avoided,  ever)*  state  content- 
ing itself,  and  not  encroaching  one  upon  another.  And  because  we  are 
advertised,  how  that  our  barons  and  officers,  as  well  in  time  past  as  of  late, 
have  diversely  in  divers  points  injured  you,  as  in  like  manner,  you  and  yours  in 
many  causes  have  wrongfully  damaged  them,  by  occasion  whereof,  the  knot  of 
unity  and  concord,  which  ought  to  have  flourished  among  you,  is  quite  loosed 
and  undone ;  to  the  end  therefore,  that  by  God's  grace,  some  good  reformation 
and  redress  may  be  had  herein,  we,  most  studious  of  unity  and  concord, 
require  you,  and  by  these  our  letters  command  you,  to  appear  personally  before 
us  at  Paris,  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  and 


(1)  Ifwc  C&mtiorfoTUf  ' 
(J)  Our  author  here  breaka  Into  the  chronolo*-teal  arrangement  of  hi.  bUiory.  but  rererti  to 
a  d.  1307  at  the  clow  of  this  reign,  at  pafe  riO.-ED. 
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us,  to  make  relation  of  such  wrong  as  ye  have  received  at  the  Bdvwrtl. 
And  we  likewise  straitly  charge  and  command  you,  our  barons, 


laity's  h 

bailiff's,  and  officers,  not  to  fail,  but  to  make  your  personal  appearances  before    A.  D 
us,  on  the  day  and  at  the  place  above  written,  and  there  to  exhibit  before  1307. 
us  a  bill  of  the  complaints,  wherewith  you  burden  our  prelates  tuid  clergy,  — 
with  their  officials;  that  we,  with  our  council,  consulting  thereupon,  with  due 
regard  may  see  redress  therein ;  whereby  perpetual  love  and  charity  may  ever 
hereafter  reign  and  remain  among  them  for  ever.    Given  at  Paris  the  first  day 
of  September,  a.o.  1329. 

At  the  day  in  the  letters  above  specified,  the  prelates  and  The  par 
clergy  assembled  themselves  before  the  *king  at  his  palace  in  Paris,  JjJJJ^**d 
that  is  to  say,  the  lord  Bituricen,  the  lord  Auxitan,  the  lord  Turonen, 
the  lord  Rothom,  and  the  lord  Senon,  all  archbishops  :  the  lord  Bel- 
vacen,  the  lord  Cathalen,  the  lord  Laudun,  the  lord  of  Paris,  the  lord 
Novionon,  the  lord  Carnotcn,  the  lord  Constan,  the  lord  Andegaven, 
the  lord  Pictaven,  the  lord  Melden,  the  lord  of  Cameracen,  the  lord 
of  St.  Feri,  the  lord  Brioce,  the  lord  of  Cabilion,  and  the  lord  of 
Edven,  all  bishops.    After  due  reverence  done  unto  the  king's  grace 
there  sitting  in  his  own  person,  with  his  barons  and  council  about 
him,  a  certain  noble  and  wise  person,  lord  Peter  de  Cugncriis,  being  tori 
one  of  the  king's  council,  rose  up,  and  openly,  in  the  parliament  JJJJg  in 
house,  spake  in  the  king's  behalf  on  this  wise,  taking  for  his  theme,  «he 
"  Render  unto  Caesar,  that  which  is  Caesars,  and  unto  God,  that  which 
is  God's  j"  which  he  very  skilfully  prosecuted  and  applied,  dividing  The  or* 
it  into  two  parts.    First,  that  obedience  and  reverence  is  due  unto  ffiffi'^ 
the  king ;  secondly,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  difference  between  the  «°  «*» 
jurisdiction  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  so  that  spiritual  matters  should  be  SbTdiencc 
defined  and  ordered  by  the  prelates  and  spiritual  men,  and  temporal  um^4h^ 
causes  ruled  and  determined  by  the  king,  his  barons,  and  temporal  men. 
All  this  he  proved  by  many  reasons  both  of  fact  and  law,  as  more  the  juru- 
fully  appeareth  beneath  in  the  answer  of  the  bishop  of  Edven.  Finally,  jKut". 
he  concluded,  that  the  clergy  ought  only  to  deal  and  have  to  do  with  J™^*^ 
spiritual  matters ;  in  defence  whereof,  the  king's  highness  would  tiMtic*!. 
stand  their  good  lord  and  maintainer.    His  oration  being  ended,  he 
repeated  certain  words  in  the  French  tongue,  which  imported  that  the 
king's  will  and  pleasure  was,  in  some  points,  to  renew  the  temporal 
state  and  jurisdiction  ;  and  therewith  he  exhibited  a  certain  bill  in 
French,  whereof  also  he  gave  a  copy  to  the  prelates,  containing  certain 
points  and  articles  underwritten,  the  contents  whereof  he  affirmed  not 
to  appertain  to  the  order  and  jurisdiction  of  the  spiritualty,  but  only 
to  the  temporalty,  complaining  that  the  clergy  liad  wrongfully  pro- 
ceeded in  the  same.    But  notwithstanding  the  premises,  and  for  all 
this  his  complaint,  he  said,  that  the  prelates  should  have  time  to  con- 
sult and  deliberate  thereupon  with  the  king.    The  copy  of  the 
articles,  with  the  answer  ensuing  upon  the  same,  and  the  grievances 
of  the  kingdom  of  France,  wrought  by  the  clergy,  and  exhibited 
to  the  king,  hereafter  follow. 

1.  The  cognition  of  causes  real,  whether  they  touch  possession  and  their  Artn-ir* 
propriety,  or  not,  by  common  law  appertainelh  to  the  jurisdiction  temporal.  ln  *• 
But  the  prelates  with  their  officials,  infringe  the  temporal  jurisdiction,  by  J£Jnt  * 
taking  upon  them  the  determination  of  such  causes  real ;  especially  concern-  propuu 


ing  possession  and  all  other  interdicts. 

2.  Item,  When  a  temporal  man  is  sued  by  any  clerk  or  spiritual  man  for 
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Kdvardl  tlie  possession  of  his  land,  obtaining  an  adjournment  of  the  secular  power, 

 5n  the  cause  of  novity  or  otherwise,  the  prelates'  ofJicials,  stopping  hereby 

A.  D.  the  temporal   jurisdiction,   at  the   instance  of  the  clerk,  call  by  process 
1307.   before  them  both  the  secular  judge  and  the  party ;  inhibiting  them  to  proceed 
™  any  further  in  the  cause,  under  pain  of  excommunication  and  forfeiture 
of  *  a  certain  sum. 

3.  Item,  Although  the  secular  judge  have  the  cognition  of  all  laymen's 
matters,  except  in  spiritual  causes,  yet  will  the  bishops'  officials,  at  the  instance 
of  any  party,  call  such  before  them ;  and  if  the  temporal  men  do  except 
against  their  jurisdiction,  alleging  the  incompetency  of  the  judge,  or  if  they 
require  the  cause  to  be  remitted  to  those  under  whom  they  are,  as  the 
right  judges,  yet  do  the  officials  refuse  to  do  this,  and,  even  by  excommu- 
nication, compel  the  parties  to  proceed  before  them. 

4.  Item,  The  bishops'  officials  at  the  instance  of  the  clerks,  alleging  that 
they  are  injured  in  matters  of  inheritance  by  a  layman,  call  by  process  the 
laity.  And  if  it  be  alleged  that  those  causes  stand  upon  reality,  being  so 
indeed,  and  that  for  that  consideration  the  cause  ought  to  be  remitted  to 
the  temporal  law ;  this  notwithstanding,  the  officials  prohibit  them,  under 
pain  of  excommunication  or  some  great  forfeit,  from  proceeding,  except  be- 
fore them. 

5.  Item,  The  bishops'  officials  take  upon  them  to  hear  the  plea  of  such 
contracts,  as  either  be  conceived  in  writings,  or  made  by  word  of  mouth  in 
the  temporal  law ;  sending  out  their  monition  of  excommunication  against 
them  that  stand  bound  concerning  the  same  contracts. 

6.  Item,  The  bishops  and  prelates  decree  provincial  councils  and  synodal 
statutes,  enacting  and  ordering  therein  many  things  to  the  high  and  great 
prejudice  of  the  temporal  jurisdiction,  wherein  they  ought  to  have  no  cognition 
at  all,  neither  to  intermeddle  themselves  therewith. 

7.  Item,  The  aforesaid  officials  take  upon  them,  before  notaries,  to  swear 
persons  for  the  performance  of  contracts  and  bargains  made  by  them  in  places 
under  the  jurisdiction  temporal,  concerning  the  sale  of  inheritance  or  other- 
wise; encroaching  thereby  upon  their  jurisdiction,  when  verily  they  have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  contracts  and  obligations,  but  with  such  as  are  made 
and  agreed  upon  within  the  compass  of  their  own  seat  and  jurisdiction. 

Ex  officio.  8.  Item,  Ihe  said  officials,  by  their  mere  office,  call  before  them  the  laity,  to 
answer  to  such  matters  of  correction  as  shall  be  laid  to  their  charge,  the  cogni- 
Impri»cm-  t ion  whereof,  as  they  say,  doth  appertain  unto  them ;  and  when  the  said  persons 
"Sni-tfT'  ^°  aPPear  Def°rc  them»  and  deny  the  crime  objected  against  them,  the  official* 
no"to  the  detain  them  and  put  them  in  prison ;  although  in  such  cases  they  are  to  be 
clergy.  released,  and  although  imprisonment  appcrtaineth  only  to  the  temporal  power, 
and  not  to  them. 

9.  Item,  In  the  cases  aforesaid,  although  by  making  their  purgations  and 
other  the  process  therein,  they  be  found  clear  of  that  which  is  laid  to  their 
charge,  and  are  acquitted ;  these  said  officials  will  in  no  wise  discharge  and  dismiss 
them,  before  they  have  to  the  uttermost  paid,  for  the  writings  and  process 
in  that  behalf,  a  good  piece  of  money;  when  by  law  it  ought  to  be  done  gratis, 
and  for  nothing. 

10.  Item,  It  must  not  be  forgotten  to  talk  of  the  sentence  of  excommuni- 
cation, which  is  decreed  by  virtue  of  one  only  citation,  so  often  as  a  man  faileth 
in  his  appearance. 

11.  Item,  Mention  is  to  be  made  of  those  kind  of  obligations  'De  nisi; 
whereby  a  man  is  excommunicated  by  and  by,  if  he  make  not  payment  at  the 
day  prefixed,  although  he  be  not  able  so  to  do. 

12.  Item,  Whosoever  by  virtue  of  excommunication  in  the  bishops'  court  U 
excommunicated,  and  who  so  excommunicated,  do  not  satisfy  the  sum  due  about 
the  excommunication,  by  and  by  the  sum  is  doubled;  and  the  secular  power 
is  charged  by  the  bishops  or  their  officials,  that  they,  under  pain  of  excommu- 
nication, compel  the  excommunicated,  by  attaching  their  goods,  to  pay  the  said 
sum,  and  not  to  miss  a  jot ;  which  monition  if  the  laity  refuse  to  put  in  execu- 
tion, they  themselves  are  then  excommunicated,  and  in  no  wise  to  be  absolved, 
before  they  disburse  that  money  which  the  principal  excommunicated  person 
should  have  paid. 

13.  Item,  If  the  bailiffs,  headboroughs,  cr  other  the  king's  officers  and  judges 
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of  the  temporally,  receiving  the  aforesaid  monitions,  do  put  the  same  in  cxecu-  Kdw*rdi. 

tion,  and  find  those  that  be  excommunicated  to  be  beggarly  and  nothing  worth ;   

the  said  officers  are  bound,  at  their  own  proper  costs  anu  charges,  to  resort  to  A.I), 
the  bishop's  see  or  consistory,  wheresoever  it  is,  and  there  to  take  a  corporal  1;>07. 
oath,  that  the  parties  excommunicated  are  nothing  worth.    This  if  they  fail  to  ~ 
do,  those  officers  arc  sure  to  be  excommunicated,  and,  thereby,  forced  to  disburse 
the  due  of  the  first  excommunicated  persons. 

14.  Item,  If  two  laymen  be  in  suit  together  before  a  temporal  judge,  about  Anion 
an  action  either  real  or  personal,  and  one  of  them  after  contestation  of  law,  and  *»J 
great  process  therein,  do  appeal  unto  an  ecclesiastical  judge,  he  will  presume  Pcr',0,ial- 
then  to  detain  before  him  the  plea  of  such  cases  and  actions,  both  real  and  ^"aj" 
personal,  causing,  by  virtue  of  his  monitions  and  authority,  the  temporal  judge  peal  from 
to  cease  and  leave  ofT  from  meddling  therein  ;  which,  if  the  secular  judge  "^'[^j 
obeyeth  not,  he  is  pronounced  excommunicate,  and  compelled  to  make  satis-  ** 
faction ;  by  occasion  whereof,  the  temporal  jurisdiction  is  much  annoyed  and  temporal 
clean  loseth  the  prerogative  thereof;  because,  by  law,  no  man  may  appeal  from  gjJTjope's 
a  spiritual  judge  to  the  temporal  law.  divinity. 

15.  Item,  If  a  layman,  mhabiter  of  any  of  the  king's  towns,  procureth  his 
debtor,  being  also  a  layman,  to  be  arrested  by  virtue  of  secular  justice  in  that 
place ;  and  he  who  is  so  arrested  appealeth,  and  causeth  also  his  creditor  to  be 
arrested,  the  officials  will  take  upon  them  to  hear  this  matter ;  and  if  any  thing 
be  attempted  concerning  the  appeal,  they  miss  not  to  demand  cost  and  satisfac- 
tion both  of  the  justice,  and  also  of  him  to  whom  the  arrest  was  made.  And  if 
any  of  the  prince's  retinue  compelleth  them  to  resist  this  injury,  they  are 


straight  ways  pronounced  excommunicate. 
16.  Item,  Tli 


The  said  bishops  have  a  number  of  officials  under  them,  whom  Dean*  or 
they  term  deans  of  the  clergy,  who  usually  cause  all  sorts  of  people  throughout  tbeclergjr. 
the  king's  dominions,  only  by  word  of  mouth,  to  come  before  them,  and  that, 
sometimes,  without  commission  ;  when  in  every  diocese  there  ought  to  be  but 
one  seat  or  consistory,  wherein  matters  should  be  heard  and  decided.  And 
hereby  it  happeneth  divers  times,  that  many  are  wrongfully  and  without  cause 
cited,  to  the  end  that  they  may  pay  money  enough  to  rid  themselves  thereof ; 
which  is  to  the  no  small  prejudice  of  the  king's  majesty's  subjects,  and  of  the 
temporal  jurisdiction. 

17.  Item,  The  said  rulers  of  the  clerks  seal  up  the  houses  of  their  clergy, 
which  are  situate  in  the  king's  towns,  and  other  of  his  noblemen's  villages,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  king's  majesty's  jurisdiction,  and  that  of  his  nobility  ;  for 
in  such  places  the  bishops  have  no  such  kind  of  jurisdiction. 

1 8.  Item,  The  said  prelate*,  or  their  officials,  do  presume  to  seal  up  the  move-  Married 
able  goods  of  married  clerks,  and  of  merchants ;  whereas,  in  such  cases,  the  cieriu. 


order  thereof  appertained  to  the  temporal  law. 

19.  Item,  They  compel  the  laity  to  put  in  surety  to  answer  before  clerks  in 
the  spiritual  court ;  yea,  and  chiefly  the  king's  own  servitors. 

20.  Item,  They  presume  to  hear  and  have  the  cognition  of  actions,  which  are 
real,  or  at  least-wise  mixed,  that  is,  both  real  and  personal. 

21.  Item,  'Hie  said  prelates  go  about  to  have  cognition  of  such  temporal 
men's  matter.'!  as  dwell  in  hospitals,  almshouses,  and  the  king's  peculiars,  and  in 
villages  of  his  subjects,  although  the  plea  thereof  appertained  to  the  king  him- 
self, and  his  subjects';  forbidding,  under  pain  of  excommunication  and  great 
forfeits,  any  man  to  be  so  hardy  as  to  commence  any  suit  against  any  of  them, 
but  before  themselves,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  n  great  sum  of  money. 

22.  Item,  To  the  end  the  clergy  and  ecclesiastical  rule  should  be  multiplied, 
they  confer  a  number  of  tonsures  on  children  under  age,  some  of  them  being 
sons  of  bondmen,  others  born  bastards ;  yea,  and  to  many  more  married  folks, 
insufficient,  unable,  and  unlearned. 

23.  Item,  They  do  cause,  by  the  governors  of  their  clerks,  widow-women  to 
be  inforced  and  defiled,  and  will  have  the  discussing  thereof :  as  in  like  manner, 
they  will  determine  the  matters  of  pupils  applying  their  goods  when  they  die, 
as  they  do  the  goods  of  those  who  die  intestate,  to  their  own  use  ;  the  cognition 
whereof  belougeth  to  the  king  himself,  because  those  kinds  of  persons  with 
their  goods  are  in  ward  to  the  king,  and  under  his  tuition. 

21.  Item,  They  procure,  through  the  said  deans  of  the  clergy,  temporal  men  Gj"» t0 
of  the  king's  dominions,  or  elsewhere,  without  all  order  of  law,  to  be  maliciously,  R 
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Edtcardi.  apprehended  ;  objecting  against  them  that  they  have  strayed  from  some  article 

  of  christian  faith,  and  forthwith  shut  them  up :  whereas  their  imprisonment 

A  D.   appertained  to  the  king  till  they  be  convicted  thereof. 

1307.      25.  Item,  They  exercise  their  jurisdiction  in  all  places,  having  no  regard, 
~  either  to  the  king's  peculiar  towns,  or  yet  to  his  subjects;  but  run  into  every 
hole,  when,  by  law,  they  ought  to  have  no  jurisdiction  without  their  own  limits 
and  precinct. 

26.  Item,  When  these  prelates  or  their  officials,  by  virtue  of  their  monitions, 
do  charge  the  kings  officers  und  his  justices  to  execute  any  thing,  if  tlioy  do 
not  perform  that  which  is  prescribed  unto  them,  the  forfeit  which  the  monition 
containeth,  is  taken ;  yea,  and  excommunication  denounced.  And  this  is  a  new 
invention  sprung  up  of  late  amongst  them,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king 
and  his  subjects. 

27.  Item,  When  the  bishops  or  their  officials  do  prosecute  a  matter  of  office 
before  themselves  against  any  temporal  man,  and  nave  no  proof  thereof,  they 
compel  many  of  the  laity  to  depose  what  they  know  thereof,  having  no  respect 
whether  they  be  the  king's  burgesses,  or  not,  or  what  they  be ;  and  yet  will  they 
not  allow  any  charges  and  expenses  for  their  pains  taken  in  that  behalf,  but,  if 
they  appear  not  at  their  day,  they  are  sure  to  be  excommunicated. 

28.  Item,  If  malefactors  be  apprehended  by  any  of  the  king's  justices,  and 
indicted  of  theft,  and  he,  whose  goods  they  were  wliich  were  stolen,  cometh 
before  the  king's  sheriffs,  and  proveth  them  to  be  his,  and  that  therefore  the 
matter  ought  to  be  ordered  by  them  :  if,  afterwards,  the  bishops,  or  their  officials 
affirm  the  said  felon  or  malefactor  to  be  a  clerk,  they  will,  by  virtue  of  their 
decrees  or  monitions,  compel  the  king's  sheriffs  to  restore  and  bring  in  the  stolen 
goods ;  and  if  they  do  it  not,  they  are  pronounced  excommunicate. 

29.  Item,  If  it  happen  that  the  king's  sheriff  or  bailiff  take  an  offender  for 
his  offence,  and  he  affirmcth  himself  to  be  a  clerk,  although  he  never  took  any 
kind  of  tonsures  or  orders,  wearing  no  habit  appertaining  thereunto ;  yet  the 
bishops  or  their  officials  will  cause  the  detainers  of  him,  by  their  censures,  to 
deliver  unto  them  the  said  malefactor  as  their  clerk. 

30.  Item,  If  it  happen  that  the  king's  sheriff,  or  other  his  justice,  take  a  thief 
or  murderer,  who  beareth  a  clerk's  mark  and  tonsure,  and  there-for  delivereth 
him  to  the  clergy  to  be  ordered,  it  shall  not  be  long  before  he  be  acquitted  by 
them,  although  he  afterwards  recognise  his  deed ;  yea,  and  notwithstanding 
that  his  fellows  and  partners  in  that  affair,  being  merely  temporal  persons, 
received  justice  for  the  same,  and  impeached  him  thereof ;  and  so  sucli  male- 
factors are  thereby  encouraged  to  commit  the  like. 

31.  Item,  If  any  complameth  and  saith  that  he  is  spoiled,  by  and  by  the 
officials  will  decree  a  monition  against  the  spoiler,  by  virtue  whereof,  some  one 
of  the  deans  of  the  clergy  shall  admonish  him  to  restore  the  things  comprised  in 
the  monition,  and  also  minister  to  him  an  oath,  whether  he  hath  not  spoiled  the 
plaintiff  of  such  things  as,  he  saith,  he  was  spoiled  of.  But  if  he  refuse  to  take 
an  oath  before  him,  then  the  dean  will  straightways  seal  up  the  monition  and 
excommunicate  him ;  and  by  no  means  shall  he  he  absolved  before  he  restore 
and  satisfy  the  contents  in  the  monition,  whereof  the  plaintiff  said  first  he  was 
spoiled. 

32.  Item,  If  any  for  his  offence  be  cast  into  prison  by  the  secular  power, 
although  at  the  time  of  his  taking  he  wore  the  temporal  habit,  and  was  in  no 
orders,  but  all  the  days  of  his  life  had  lived  like  a  temporal  man,  yet,  if  he  shall 
avouch  and  vow  himseif  to  be  a  clerk,  to  the  intent  to  have  more  expedition  at 
the  clergy's  hands,  and  to  escape  unpunished;  the  clergy  will  immediately  give 
in  command  to  the  laity  to  restore  unto  them  the  malefactor,  or  else  suspension 
shall  be  denounced  throughout  the  whole  township  where  the  said  malefactor 
shall  be  so  imprisoned.  And,  for  avoiding  the  jeopardy  which  might  arise  out  of 
the  said  seizure,  the  secular  judge  is,  of  necessity,  compelled  to  deliver  up  to 

Resor-  them  the  offender,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  king's  temporal  jurisdiction,  to 
*um-       whom  the  cognition  thereof  might  appertain,  in  case  of  resort  ana  prerogative. 

33.  Item,  When  any  offender  is  delivered  by  the  temporal  magistrates  to  the 
clergy,  as,  for  instance,  their  clerk,  his  friends  will  make  suit  to  the  bishop's 
officials  for  him,  and  compound  with  them,  by  reason  whereof  they  dismiss 
them  unpunished,  and  so  do  worse  and  worse,  although  their  fact  was  ever  so 
notorious. 
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34.  Item,  As  soon  as  any  married  clerk,  being  a  merchant  or  of  what-  EJrardi. 

soever  other  science  he  be,  for  any  offence  by  him  committed,  is  called  1_— 

before  the  secular  judge,  the  said  clerk  obtaineth  of  the  officials  a  monition,  ^* 
bringing  with  him  some  priest,  who  doth  inhibit  the  secular  judge  under  pain  1307. 
of  one  or  two  hundred  marks,  yea  and  of  excommunication  too,  not  to  ~ 
proceed  further,  nor  to  meddle  in  such  causes,  and  not  to  molest  such  parties 

either  in  body  or  goods :  and,  if  the  judge  obey  not,  he  shall  be  suspended 
from  hearing  of  mass  in  that  place,  although  the  matter  concerneth  the  fact  of 
merchandise. 

35.  Item,  The  said  officials  grant  citations  without  number  against  the  laity, 
in  cases  of  warranties,  personally  to  cite  before  them  persons  unknown;  but, 
if  the  person  be  known,  it  is  contained  in  the  citation,  that  in  no  wise,  and  that 
under  a  great  pain,  they  cause  their  adversary  to  be  called  before  a  secular 
judge,  during  the  return  of  the  citation. 

36.  Item,  When  one  is  excommunicated  in  any  place,  the  officials  grant  out 
personal  citations  against  those,  who  do  participate,  and  are  conversant  with  the 
excommunicated,  causing  a  whole  country  for  the  space  of  eight  miles  round 
about  to  be  cited  together.  And  further,  the  friends  and  acquaintance  of  the 
party  so  excommunicated,  sometimes  forty,  sometimes  sixty,  yea  and  sometimes 
a  hundred  at  once,  are  compelled  to  make  their  purgation  before  them,  that 
they  do  not  participate  or  keep  company  with  their  friends  the  excommunicates. 
Whereby  ensue  th  that  many  honest,  old,  and  ancient  men,  for  avoiding  of 
troubles  and  expenses,  do  pay  some  twelve  pence,  some  two  shillings;  by 
occasion  whereof  many  vines  are  unlooked  to,  much  ground  is  untitled,  yea, 
and  many  good  men  are  constrained  to  lay  the  key  under  the  door,  and  run 
away. 

37.  Item,  The  said  officials  do  burden  many  persons  of  good  name  and  fame, 
with  being  usurers,  whereby  they  are  constrained  to  agree  with  them,  to  avoid 
the  infamy  that  thereby  might  ensue. 

38.  Item,  The  aforesaid  officials  call  by  citation  before  them  the  honestly 
wedded,  as  well  man  as  woman ;  charging  them,  that  they  have  committed 
adultery  to  the  perpetual  infamy  of  their  husbands  and  wives.  And  for  nothing 
else  but  for  extortion  to  wring  money  from  them. 

39.  Item,  Mention  must  be  made  of  the  multitude  and  number  of  proctors, 
who  eat  and  devour  up  all  the  world  with  their  citations,  catching  up  clients, 
and  keeping  abroad  in  the  countries,  courts,  and  assizes ;  who,  for  money,  return 
not  the  citations  which  by  extortion  they  receive  of  them  who  arc  cited. 

-10.  Item,  There  be  many  other  griefs  and  enormities,  which  the  chapters, 
abbots,  priors,  provosts,  and  other  ecclesiastical  persons  in  the  realm  of  France, 
practise  against  the  people ;  as,  when  they  cause  to  be  cited  before  them  many 
of  the  king's  burgesses,  and  others  in  divers  places  being  privileged  :  that  is  to 
say,  Baiocenses,  Manmectans  in  Britain,  Lugdons,  Masticons,  with  other  more. 
But  especially  the  provosts  of  hospitab)  use  this  trick  more  commonly  than  any 
others  do,  whereby  the  people  are  much  endamaged,  and  will  be  every  day 
more  and  more,  if  remedy  be  not  had  therein. 

41.  Item,  Ecclesiastical  magistrates  labour  to  have  cognition  of  causes  of 
injuiy,  in  whatsoever  cause  it  be  ;  whether  the  injury  be  committed  by  word  or 
deed.  Likewise  they  take  upon  them  to  hear  the  causes  of  married  clerks,  and 
of  their  wives,  although  they  both  use  merchandise  ;  and  if  at  any  time  such 
couples  ho  taken  by  the  secular  magistrates,  the  official  causeth  a  suspension  to 
be  denounced  in  that  parish,  by  force  of  the  council  Silvanecten. 

42.  Item,  They  challenge  to  have  cognition  concerning  widows'  goods,  both 
moveable  and  immoveable  ;  and  if  it  happeneth,  at  any  time,  that  a  merchant's 
widow,  in  any  of  the  king's  peculiars,  by  way  of  arrest,  procureth  any  temporal 
man  to  be  convented  before  the  secular  judge,  and  the  matter  be  so  far  traversed, 
that  he  should  have  been  condemned  by  the  sentence  of  the  secular  judge,  and 
then  it  come  to  the  ear  of  the  ecclesiastical  magistrates,  how  and  before  whom 
the  widow  did  summon  him,  the  said  temporal  judge  shall  be  constrained  to 
withdraw  the  same,  and  by  their  munitions  and  censures,  they  will  correct  the 
same  :  and  this  oftentimes  happeneth. 

43.  Item,  Many  of  the  tenants  and  inhabiters  of  the  bishops'  lands  call  one 
another  to  the  court  of  the  officials,  by  a  kind  of  appellation,  by  virtue  whereof 
the  officials  take  upon  them  to  proceed  in  the  same,  and  to  have  cognition 
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.  thereof,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  temporal  jurisdiction  of  our  sovereign  lord  the 
king. 


A.  I).  44.  item>  if  any  man  be  apprehended  by  secular  justice  in  shedding  of 
1307-  blood ;  he  is  to  be  ordered  by  them,  if  he  be  lav ;  but  if  he  be  a  clerk  he  u  to 
be  restored  to  the  ecclesiastical  judge.  Whether  he  be  a  temporal  man  or  a 
clerk,  however,  who  is  so  taken,  and  appealeth  to  the  officials'  court,  thev  will 
be  so  bold  as  to  have  cognition  thereof,  requiring  herewith  amends  of  the 
secular  court,  which  undertook  the  aforesaid  apprehension.  If  this  be  suffered, 
the  malefactor  shall  never  be  punished,  for,  by  and  by,  they  will  appeal,  and, 
immediately  after  the  appellation,  fly  and  void  away. 

45.  Item,  When  they  cause  many,  by  their  office,  to  be  cited  before  them, 
they  will  admit  them  to  have  no  proctors ;  to  whom,  when  they  come  at  the 
day  of  appearance,  they  object  the  crime  of  usury ;  and  except  they  answer 
as  the  promoters  themselves  will,  they  are  trodden  under  foot  (although  they 
be  mere  laymen)  and  shall  not  be  dismissed,  before  they  fine  even  as  the 
officials  themselves  list,  although  they  be  no  usurers ;  but  if  any  be 
they  take  of  them  satisfaction  and  bribes,  and  they  be  permitted  to  ti 
usury  no  less  than  before,  so  that  they  may  have  their  old  fees  and 


The  pre-  ^6.  Item,  They  procure  their  officers  to  apprehend  clerks  in  whatsoever  soil 
i»«c«  they  be  found,  albeit  by  justice  they  may  appeal  therefrom :  but  if,  by  any,  they 
ch^reh  »*  *"  hindered  of  tncir  herein,  they,  by  sentence  of  excommunication,  do 
den  of     forthwith  cause  them  to  desist  therefrom. 

thieves.  47.  Item,  As  often  as  any  temporal  magistrate  doth  apprehend  any  person, 
who  afterwards,  on  being  required  by  the  clergy,  is  quietly  delivered  unto 
them,  yet,  for  all  that,  the  officials  cause  those  magistrates  to  be  denounced  as 
excommunicate  by  law. 

48.  Item,  The  prelates  give  order  for  tonsures  as  well  to  men  of  thirty  years 
as  upward,  as  also  to  married  men,  when  they  come  unto  them,  for  fear  of 
imprisonment  and  punishment  due  unto  them  for  their  criminal  offences  before 
committed  ;  and  this  is  oftentimes  put  in  practice. 

49.  Item,  If  it  happen  that  any  of  the  king's  servants  or  any  others  are 
excommunicate,  who  would  fain  be  absolved,  being  glad  to  pay  reasonably  for 
the  same,  the  clergy  will  not  receive  satisfaction  but  such  as  shall  please  them; 
whereby  many  of  them  remain  still  excommunicate. 

50.  Item,  When  two  persons  have  been  at  strife  and  law  together  for  the 
possession  of  land,  and  the  matter  contentious  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  king, 
by  some  servant  or  officer  of  the  king,  for  the  taking  up  of  the  matter,  theu  do 
the  prelates  admonish  the  one  part  not  to  trouble  the  other  who  is  in  possession. 
Otherwise,  if  he  do,  they  do  excommunicate  him. 

51.  Item,  The  aforesaid  prelates,  deans,  chaplains,  and  the  rest  of  the  clergy, 
put  the  king's  officers  to  so  much  travail  and  expense  in  trying  out  the  king  s 
usurped  jurisdiction,  as  they  term  it ;  that  oftentimes  many  of  them  spend  and 
consume,  in  the  travail  of  the  right  and  title  thereof,  all  that  they  have,  and 
more  too. 

52.  Item,  If  any  secular  iusticer  in  a  true  and  just  cause,  at  the  request  of 
the  party,  putteth  in  his  helping  hand,  concerning  the  inheritance  of  clerks, 
the  ecclesiastical  judges  and  their  ministers  send  out  monitions  in  writing 
against  the  said  justicer;  yea,  under  pain  of  excommunication  and  forfeiture, 
to  take  away  his  hand  and  leave  off;  enjoining  him  further  to  suffer  the  other 
party  quietly  to  enjoy  the  said  things.  Otherwise  they  denounce  him  excom- 
municate, and  he  shall  not  be  absolved  before  he  have  well  paid  for  it,  even  as 
pleaseth  1  master  official,'  to  the  high  prejudice  of  the  authority  of  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king. 

Note  the     53'  Item*  Tne  Pcclesiastical  magistrates,  as  soon  as  they  hear  that  any  rich 
practice'  or  fat  •  Cob '  dies,  or  think  that  he  will  not  live  long,  send  out,  forthwith,  letters 
ofofucau  under  seal  to  their  chaplain,  commanding  him  in  no  wise  to  presume  to  bury 
jyjjL     him,  although  he  made  his  testament,  and  received  the  rites  of  the  church. 
And  when,  afterwards,  the  friends  and  kinsfolks  of  the  dead  resort  unto  them 
to  know  the  cause  of  their  inhibition,  they  declare  unto  them  that  he  was  an 
usurer,  and  that  he  kept  not  the  commandments  of  holy  church  :  and  so  keen 
they  the  corpse  of  the  dead  long  unburied,  till  his  friends  buy  it  out  with  good 
store  of  money,  heaping  and  hoarding  up  by  these  means  abundance  of  riches. 
54.  Item,  If  there  be  any  violent  shedding  of  blood  in  any  church-yard. 
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whereby  the  interdict  taketh  place,  the  clergy  cause  a  certain  imposition  to  Edwardl. 
be  levied  on  the  parishioners  there,  for  the  salary  towards  the  restoring  thereof, 
although  some  of  the  parishioners  be  of  an  exempt  jurisdiction ;  yea,  and  al- 
though he  who  shed  blood  be  able  to  pay  the  whole  tax  which  they  levied,  and 
more  too. 

55.  Item,  Certain  chaplains  affirm  themselves  to  have  certain  apostolic 
privileges,  by  virtue  whereof  they  may  appoint  what  judges  they  will  (yea,  and 
oftentimes,  of  their  own  house),  and  so  they  be  judges  in  their  own  cause ; 
which  is  plainly  against  the  law.  By  this  oftentimes  it  happeneth,  that  after 
great  process  and  expenses  had  and  made  in  any  great  cause  of  inquest  (more 
often  about  realty  than  otherwise),  when  they  have  notice  by  the  proctors  and 
advocates  that  they  shall  have  the  foil  therein,  they  revoke  forthwith  those 
named  judges,  and  so  the  king  s  subjects  are  damaged,  and  can  have  no  justice 
or  redress  at  their  hands. 

56.  Item,  If  any  temporal  man  call  a  clerk  before  a  secular  judge  in  case  of 
inheritance,  the  ecclesiastical  judge  procureth  a  stop  to  be  made  therein,  attri- 
buting to  themselves  the  cognition  thereof :  and  so  by  adjourning  and  removing, 
the  layman  is  constrained  to  make  satisfaction. 

57.  Item,  The  clergy  challenge  the  cognition  of  such  causes  as  married 
clerks,  being  merchants  and  artificers,  do  commence ;  when  by  law  it  doth 
appertain  to  the  tcmporalty,  especially  about  the  trade  of  merchandise. 

58.  Item,  They  oftentimes  make  interdictions  in  many  of  the  king's  towns 
and  holds,  and  cause  the  divine  service  to  cease ;  contrary  to  the  privileges 
granted  by  many  of  the  high  bishops  of  Rome  to  our  sovereign  lord  and  master, 
the  king. 

59.  Item,  To  and  for  the  maintainance  and  keeping  of  their  temporal  tics, 
they  appoint  bailiff's  and  other  officers,  who,  if  they  do  offend,  may  not  con- 
dignly  be  punished  according  to  law  and  justice. 

GO.  Item,  The  ecclesiastical  judges  have  promoters  belonging  to  them,  who, 
when  any  man  is  excommunicated  (be  it  right,  or  be  it  wrong)  cause;  that  no 
man  shall  work  or  do  any  thing  for  him  that  is  excommunicated ;  whereby  the 
lands  and  vines  are  oftentimes  unlooked  to  and  unfilled,  to  the  no  small  preju- 
dice of  the  king  and  his  common  people. 

Gl.  Item,  The  aforesaid  promoters  cause  citations  to  be  made  out,  by  virtue 
whereof  they  call,  in  one  citation  twenty,  thirty,  forty  persons  to  appear,  for 
participating  with  such  interdicted  persons ;  taking  of  some  ten,  of  other  some 
twenty  shillings,  as  much  as  they  be  able  to  make  :  whereby  the  common  people 
are  much  oppressed. 

62.  Item,  The  ecclesiastical  judges  cause  all  the  advocates  of  their  courts  to 
be  sworn,  that  none  shall  retain  them  of  their  counsel  against  any  of  them, 
without  their  license  :  whereby  oftentimes,  the  poor  man  quite  loseth  his  right, 
and  the  king's  cause  is  delayed,  because  his  solicitors  cannot  freely  retain  coun- 
sel, without  special  license. 

63.  Item,  They  will  make  inventories  of  their  goods  who  die  intestate,  or 
without  making  of  a  will;  and  will  have  the  possession  of  their  goods,  as  well 
moveable  as  immoveable,  in  their  own  hands,  to  distribute  to  the  heirs,  or  to 
whom  they  list. 

64.  Item,  The  execution  also  of  testaments  they  take  into  their  own  hands, 
taking  inventories  of  dead  men's  goods,  and  keeping  or  disposing  of  them  to 
the  heirs  after  their  pleasure.  And  they  have  officials  properly  deputed  for 
the  execution  thereof. 

65.  Item,  They  sometimes  will  not  give  credit  to  testaments  made  before 
witnesses,  unless  they  be  first  by  their  own  officials  approved. 

After  the  Lord  Peter  had  thus  spoken,  the  prelates  required  to  BUhop 
have  time  to  answer  thereunto:  whereupon,  the  Friday  next  ensuing  gjjj. 
was  appointed  for  the  same.  On  that  day  the  Bishop  Edven  (areh-  »h°p  ot 
bishop  ot  Senon  elect),  m  the  name  ot  the  whole  clergy,  answered  elect, 


for  them  all  before  the  king,  holding  his  parliament  that  day  at  f~ 
Vicenas;  and  thus  he  there  propounded  : —  »"* 


locutot 
the 
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A.  d.  Answer  of  the  Prelates  to  the  Lord  Peter's  Oration  before  Philip, 
1307.  the  French  King. 

Forasmuch  as  the  Lord  Peter  de  Cugneriis,  of  lute  propounding  against  the 


Lord  Pe-  Church  of  France,  took  for  his  theme  that  which  is  written  in  the  twenty-second 


tion  of  the 

ter'.  or.   chapter  of  Matthew,  "  Itender  unto  Cesar  that  which  is  Ceesar's,  and  unto  God 
jjj*        that  which  is  God's;  '  by  which  words,  he  said,  two  points  were  to  be  noted  : 
touched    first,  the  reverence  and  subjection  which  the  prelates  ought  to  have  to  the  king 
upon,  p.   their  sovereign ;  secondly,  the  division  of  the  temporal  jurisdiction  from  the 
6W*        spiritual,  which  first  part  he  proved  out  of  the  second  chapter  of  the  first  epistle 
of  Peter,  where  it  is  written,  "  Submit  yourselves  unto  every  creature,  for  the 
Lord's  sake,  whether  it  be  unto  the  king,  as  unto  the  superior,  or  unto  gover- 
nors, as  unto  them  that  are  sent  of  him,  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and 
for  the  praise  of  them  that  do  well."    The  second  point  he  proved  by  the  words 
of  our  Saviour  Christ  in  Luke  (chap,  xxii.i,  where  the  apostle  saith,  "  Lord, 
behold,  here  are  two  swords.    And  he  said  unto  them,  It  is  enough ;"  signify- 
ing by  the  two  swords  the  two  jurisdictions ;  and  likewise  out  of  Matthew 
(chap,  xvii.)  where  Christ  would  pay  tribute  for  himself  and  Peter;  giving 
hereby  an  example,  how  that  ecclesiastical  persons  were  bound  to  pay  and 
yield  to  the  temporal  power  the  tcmporalties ;  which  also  is  proved  in  the 
1 1  Qiuest.  prim.  cap.  1  Si  tributum '  et  cap.  4  Magnum.' 
Two  g\fi»     And  further,  because  this  is  proved  by  man's  law,  where  it  is  said,  two  great 
Riven.     gifts  are  bestowed,  priesthood  and  empire ;  the  priesthood  to  rule  over  matters 
iiond/em-  divine,  the  empire  to  bear  domination  over  human  matters.    Whereby  he  con- 
cluded, that  seeing  these  jurisdictions  are  distinguished  of  God  (the  one  being 
given  and  limited  to  the  church,  and  the  other  to  the  temporalty),  the  church 
in  no  wise  ought  to  intermeddle,  or  to  have  anv  thing  to  do  with  the  temporal 
jurisdiction.    For  it  is  written  in  Proverbs  (chap,  xxii.),  "  You  ought  not  to 
pass  the  old  limits  and  bounds,  which  the  forefathers  have  set"    And  well,  by 
the  way,  he  bringeth  in  this  word,  "  old  and  ancient ;"  because  customs  brought 
in  to  the  contrary,  be  of  no  force,  but  rather  are  counted  abuses  and  corruptions. 
Neither  can  prescription  take  place,  for  that  "jus  fisci"  is  imprescriptible, 
neither  can  the  king  abrogate  from  himself  such  law,  nor  renounce  his  right ; 
proving  the  same  by  many  chapters  contained  in  the  10.  Dist.  Wherefore 
seeing  the  king,  at  the  tune  he  was  crowned,  swore  not  only  not  to  alienate  or 
infringe  the  laws  of  his  realm,  but  also  to  call  in  such  laws  as  were  alienated 
and  usurped  cither  by  the  church,  or  by  any  other ;  the  king  was  bound  by  his 
oath  to  revoke  the  same  abuses. 

In  particular  he  did  exhibit  many  articles  in  writing,  wherein,  as  he  said,  the 
church  did  usurp  upon  the  jurisdiction  temporal.  To  answer  these  premises 
with  reconciling  of  the  places  whatsoever  I  say  or  shall  say,  under  protesta- 
tion, it  is  not  to  ground  or  make  any  final  judgment  or  determination  herein ; 
but  only  to  inform  the  conscience  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  and  his  assis- 
tants here  assembled,  alleging  what  the  apostle  saith  (1  Peter  ii.),  "  Fear  God 
and  honour  the  king."  By  those  words,  the  holy  apostle  St.  Peter  teacheth  us 
two  things :  first,  that  love,  fear,  and  obedience,  arc  due  unto  God  for  the  mighti- 
ness and  puissance  of  his  majesty,  saying,  "  Fear  God."  Secondly,  that  special 
honour  and  reverence  is  due  to  the  king,  for  the  excellency  of  his  dignity,  say- 
ing, "  Honour  the  king."  But  note  you  by  the  way,  how  the  apostle  placeth 
his  words :  first  he  saith,  that  fear  is  due  unto  God,  because  principally  and  in 
chief  we  ought  to  fear  God.  For  if  the  king  or  any  other  should  command 
things  contrary  to  God,  we  ought  to  have  no  regard  thereof,  but  to  contemn  the 
king,  and  fear  God.  For  it  is  written,  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  (chap,  v.),  "  We 
ought  rather  to  obey  God  than  men  ;"  and  also  in  the  second  book  of  Macca- 
bees (chap,  vii.)  where  it  is  said,  "  I  will  not  obey  the  commandments  of  the 
king,  but  the  law."  The  reason  of  this  St.  Augustine  giveth,  both  in  the  gloss 
upon  the  Romans,  and  also  in  the  11.  Qwest.  1.  "  He  that  resisted)  the  superior 
power,  resisteth  the  will  and  ordinance  of  God."  But  put  the  case,  thou  art 
commanded  to  do  that  which  thou  mayest  not  do,  or  uot  to  do  that  which  thou 
oughtest  to  do :  doubtless,  thou  must  neglect  the  lesser  power,  and  fear  the 
higher,  learning  the  degrees  of  worldly  things.  As  for  example,  l>e  it  so  that  a 
proctor  commanded!  diee  any  thing,  and  the  same  be  against  the  proconsul, 
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thou  oughtest  not  to  follow  it.    Yea,  and  further,  put  th  e  case  that  the  procon-  Edrardl . 
sul  commandeth  one  thing,  the  emperor  another,  and  God  willeth  the  third : 
thou  must  not  care  for  them,  but  obey  God,  for  God  is  the  greater  power.  For  A- 
they  may  threaten  thee  with  prison,  but  God  may  threaten  thee  with  hell  fire :  *307. 
they  may  slay  and  kill  thy  body,  but  God  may  send  thee,  body  and  soul,  to 

Eerpetual  hell  fire.    And  therefore  worthily  it  is  put  first,     Fear  God,"  And 
ere  the  place  in  the  last  of  Ecclesiastes  is  to  be  adjoined,  where  it  is  written, 
"  Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments."    And  me  thinketh  that  man  is  Fear  of 
bound  to  fear  God  chiefly  in  three  sorts :  that  is  to  say,  first,  in  the  bountiful  Gud 
bestowing  of  his  gifts  and  benefits ;  secondly,  in  the  evident  promoting  of  his  *nT»wwh 
son  ants;  and  lastly,  in  the  full  rendering  and  restoring  unto  man  what  is  his.  point*. 

First,  I  say,  in  the  bountiful  bestowing  of  his  gifts  and  benefits.  And  for 
this  cause  the  emperor  Justinian  writeth:1  "Although  there  is  nothing  to  be 
accounted  good,  which  doth  exceed  and  is  too  great,  yet  for  a  prince  to  bestow 
accordingly  upon  the  church,  it  is  very  good."  For  why  ?  the  king  and  em- 
peror is  bound  to  bestow  so  much  the  more  substance,  how  much  the  more  God 
hath  given  to  him,  and  to  bestow  the  same  both  frankly,  and  especially  to 
famous  churches,  wherein  the  best  and  greatest  measure  is  of  the  Lord's  gifts ; 
that  is,  a  great  gift.  And  to  this  end  Gregory  enacteth  a  law  [cap.  1.  '  extra, 
do  donationibus'J,  that  nobility  ought  in  a  manner  to  prescribe  this  law  to  him- 
self, to  think  himself  bound,  when  he  giveth,  to  give  freely;  and  unless  he  still 
increase  in  giving,  to  think  that  he  hath  given  nothing.   'Wherefore  Abel,  as 


(I)  A  brie/  Recapitulation  of  BMop  Edven't  Answer,  vith  certain  Note*  in  Reply  to  hit  PopUk 


The  answer  of  bishop  Edven,  In  the  name  of  the  . 
lord  Peter, 


by  the  lord  Peter,  conslsteth  of  two  parts.  First,  it  declareth  the  fear  due  to  God. 
Secondly,  the  honour  due  to  the  king.  The  first  of  these  is,  the  fear  of  God,  which,  he  saith, 
cnnstsleth  in  three  things.  1.  In  giving  to  God.  2.  In  honouring  his  ministers.  3.  In  restoring 
that  which  hath  been  taken  away,  £c.  The  second,  which  is  the  honouring  of  the  king,  he  saith, 
consiiteth  in  a  double  sort ;  that  is,  in  words  only,  wherein  is  flattery.  Also  in  deed  ;  which  again 
he  dlvldcth  into  four  members.  1.  When  a  man  counselleth  a  king  to  that  for  which  his  dominion 
is  loved.  2.  When  the  king  is  counselled  to  that  whereby  his  honour  and  excellency  is  not 
diminished.  3.  When  the  king  is  counselled  to  that  whereby  his  fame  and  renown  is  maintained. 
4.  When  a  king  is  counselled  to  that,  whereby  his  conscience  Is  not  wounded.  &c.  And  this  is  the 
order  of  his  whole  tractation.    Now  remaineth  with  like  brevity,  to  recite  the  reasons  and  argu- 


ments in  order,  whereby  he  proveth  the  premises,  with  the  subdivision  of  every  member  and  part 
thereof.  Wherein  the  studious  reader  may  note  both  the  subtle  proceedings  of  these  popish 
prelates,  and  also  the  feeble  and  impotent  ground  whereupon  they  build ;  whose  building,  as  by 


this  discourse  and  many  others  may  appear,  wholly  and  Anally  tendeth  to  this:  To  I 
liberties,  pump,  and  estimation,  above  all  other  secular  princes  and  persons. 

Pirst,  as  concerning  fear  to  be  given  to  God,  which  he  divldcth  into  three  parts,  in  giving.  In 
honouring,  and  restoring;  for  the  first,  be  proveth  that  princes  ought  to  give  largely  and  without 
measure  to  the  church,  by  these  arguments. 

By  the  testimony  of  Justinian:  although  nothing  is  good  which  is  too  much,  yet,  I  answer, 
that  In  the  time  of  Justinian,  goods  then  given  to  the  church,  were  the  goods  of  the  poor;  wherein 
were  used  faithful  distribution,  voluntary  giving,  and  necessary  charity.  But  now,  in  our  popish 
churches,  revenues  and  lands  given  are  not  distributed  to  the  poor ;  and  yet  are  men  compelled 
against  their  will  to  give  still.  And  again,  so  little  necessity  is  now  to  give  to  such,  that  almost 
all  the  wealth  of  realms  Is  in  their  hands  and  houses ;  insomuch  that  they,  flowing  in  such  wealth, 
are  now  waxen  to  proud,  that  kings  can  scarcely  bear  any  rule  for  them,  as  was  proved  before, 
that  the  pope's  revenues  here  in  England,  amounted  to  more  than  thtee  times  double  the  stint  of 
the  king's  crown.  Wherefore  by  the  counsel  of  Justinian,  It  was  to  then,  and  then  might  stand, 
"  quod  religio  peperit  dlvltias :"  but  now,  at  the  time  It  altered,  so  that  counsel  holdeth  not, 
"  postquam  nuncnlla  devoravit  mat  rem;"  that  Is,  "  after  that  the  daughter  hath  devoured  the 
mother."   Finally,  concerning  men's  giving  to  the  church  In  these  our  popish  dayt,  four  faults  I  Four  In- 


note  : 


com  mo 


First,  that  they  give  superfluously  more  than  is  sufficient  to  necessity  of  life.  dities,  in 

Secondly,  that  they  give  to  such  as  abuse  it  wickedly.  giving 


Thirdly,  that  In  giving  to  them  that  need  not. 
hours,  who  need  indeed,  and  yet  do  not  complali 
Fourthly,  because  of  this  title  of  giving,  men 


in  mean  time  defraud  their  poor  neigh-  u>  the 

Fourthly,  because  of  this  title  of  giving,  men  have  used,  and  yet  do  use,  to  put  great  hope  of  ' 

'les  are  " 


salvation  therein,  contrary  to  the  testament  of  God  in  Christ's  death,  whereof  examples  are  before. 

(2)  "  Abel  ottered  of  the  best  to  the  Lord,  and  was  blessed  of  God  f  ergo,  every  great  man  that  Three 
would  be  blessed -of  God,  mutt  offer  of  the  best  he  hath  unto  the  church.  Answer :  This  argument,  things  to 
as  it  is  far  fetched,  to  it  it  toon  answered,  wherein  three  notet  are  to  be  observed.  be  noted 

First,  that  he  who  offereth  unto  the  church  of  God,  doth  not  therein  ofler  unto  God  immediately  in  offer- 
is  Abe]  did.  inR  u> 

Secondly,  neither  Is  this  to  be  granted,  that  he  who  offereth  to  all  churchmen,  offereth  by  and  God  and 
by  to  the  church  of  God  ;  for  many  times  the  churchmen  arc  one,  and  the  church  of  God  is  to  the 
another.    Lawrence,  the  martyr,  showing  forth  the  church  of  God,  brought  out  the  poor  of  the  church, 
parish,  and  not  the  priests  of  the  church. 

The  third  note  is;  that  if  noble  persons  should  offer  unto  God  (by  the  example  of  Abel) 
that  which  it  the  best  and  fattest  of  the  flock.;  then  should  they  offer  unto  the  Lord  of 
their  flockt  only,  and  not  of  their  landt.  Yea,  and  to  note  the  very  truth,  they  are  taught 
thereby  to  offer  to  God.  neither  cattle  nor  lands,  but  that  which  Is  the  very  best,  that  is, 
their  own  bodies  for  a  lively  sacrifice  to  God.  He  that  offereth  up  to  God  a  proud  heart, 
and  killeth  it  with  the  axe  of  humility,  giveth  unto  him  the  best  and  fattest  bullock  he  hath 
in  all  his  flock.  With  like  reason  alto  I  answer  the  place  In  Num.  xvlli.  and  of  Chronicles  [cap.  ult  ] 


Digitized  by  Google 


622  ANSWER  OF  THE  PRELATES 

Kdrardl.  appeareth  in  Generis  iv.,  who  offered  of  the  best  to  the  Lord,  was  blessed  of 
— — — —  God.    And  therefore  other  kings,  the  more  they  offered  to  God,  the  more  they 
A.D.    werc  oot],  Bphritually  and  temporally  blessed  of  him:  as  we  read  of  Joshua, 
1307-   David,  Solomon,  ana  others  in  the  book  of  the  Kings,  and  therefore  it  is  so 
written  in  Numbers  xviii. .  "  And  ye  shall  separate  unto  the  Lord's  treasury, 
things  that  he  chiefest  and  most  principal."    As  likewise  David  saith  in  the 
first  book  of  Paralipomenon,1  the  last  chapter :  "  I  have  given  all  this  with  a 
glad  heart,  even  with  a  good  will,  and  now  have  I  had  joy  to  see  thy  people 
which  here  are  present,  offer  with  a  free  will  unto  thee."    And  no  marvel,  for 
David  saith  in  tnat  place :  "  For  of  thy  hand  we  have  received  all,  and  to  thee 
What      we  give."    And  therefore  it  seemeth  to  me,  because  the  kings  of  France,  and 
co'm'th    *ne  ^,aron9  of  the  same,  have  given  to  God  and  his  church  more  than  any  other ; 
by  giving  therefore  they  were  happy  and  blessed  above  all  other  kings,  and  the  more 
t°,hc      thev  did  give  to  God,  the  more  they  received  at  his  hands. 

Examples  we  have  in  Clovis,  Charles,  and  St.  Louts,  how  the  more  one  giveth 
to  God,  the  more  one  receiveth  of  him :  For  he,  [Luke  vi.J  hath  promised, 
"  Give  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you :"  Wherefore,  a  gift  that  a  prince  bestoweth 
upon  the  church  is  rendered  again  with  triple  increase,  and  that  no  less,  in  time 
In  time  of  war,  than  in  time  of  peace.  I  say  in  war  time,  because  victory  proceedeth 
of  war.  0f  no  other,  but  only  of  God ;  for  it  is  written  in  the  first  book  of  Maccabees, 
(chap,  iii.) :  "  The  victory  of  the  battle  standeth  not  in  the  multitude  of  the 
host,  but  the  strength  cometh  from  heaven."  And  likewise,  in  Exodus  xvii.,  it 
is  declared,  "  that  when  Moses  held  up  his  hands,  Israel  had  the  victory :  but 
when  he  let  down  his  hands,  Amah  k  had  the  victory."  To  this  end  also  serveth 
the  last  chapter  of  the  second  book  of  Maccabees,  where  Judas,  being  at  the 

Eoint  to  have  the  victory,  thought  he  saw  Onias  and  Jeremy,  who  had  been 
igh  priests  and  very  virtuous  men,  holding  up  their  hands  towards  heaven, 
In  time  and  praying  for  their  people  and  all  the  whole  city.  Likewise,  in  peace  time 
of  peace,  now,  the  long  days  of  the  king  and  of  his  sons,  their  peace,  prosperity,  and 
obedience,  by  the  prayer  of  the  church,  is  maintained  and  supported  In  the 
realm.  For  as  long  as  Solomon  was  bent  and  given  to  building  the  house  of 
God,  so  long  he  had  peace ;  who  thus  in  Proverbs  xvi.  tcachcth  us  :  "  When  a 
man's  ways  please  the  Lord,  he  maketh  his  very  enemies  to  be  his  friends:" 
and  also  in  1  Esdras,  chap,  vi.,  where  it  is  read,  how  the  priests  were  com- 
manded to  offer  sweet  savours  to  the  God  of  heaven,  and  pray  for  the  king's 
life  and  his  children.  And  well  therefore  may  it  be  called  a  gift  both  favour- 
able and  irrevocable,  whereby  victory  is  given,  life  granted,  and  peace  with 
security  preserved.  To  serve  God  therefore,  and  liberally  to  give  toward  the 
worshipping  of  him,  is  the  chiefest  sign  and  token  of  Divine  fear  and  love.  "  O 
ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  believe  him,  and  your  reward  shall  not  be  empty." 
[Eccles.  ii.] 

Secondly,4  Concerning  the  fear  of  God,  I  would  have  you  understand,  that 

that  to  offer  up,  or  to  separate  unto  the  Lord'*  treasury,  it  not  now  to  give  to  prieata  and  chaplain* 
of  the  church,  who,  peradventure,  have  more  than  they  do  well  occupy  ;  but  to  give  liberally  to  the 
communion  of  *alnt*  who  are  needy,  and  are  the  true  treasury  of  the  church  indeed,  ai  Lawrence 
the  true  treasurer  said. 

(3)  1  Chronicle*,  xxxix.  17.— En. 

(4)  "  By  God"»  commandment  we  are  bound  In  duty  to  honour  our  temporal  father*."  £<•««,  by  the 
i  duty  we  are  bound  much  rather  to  honour  our  spiritual  father*,  that  ia,  priett*  and  prelate*. 


:  A  father  in  common  upeeeh  i*  diversely  taken,  a*  by  age,  by  nature,  by  office.  And  to  all 
thcte  we  of  duty  are  bound  to  yield  honour,  reverence,  obedience,  lubmiatlon ;  albeit  not  all  after  one 
sort,  nor  In  like  degree.  For  a*  we  are  bound  to  honour  our  father*  and  mother*,  so  aged  men  and 
elder*  have  al*o  their  honour  and  name  of  father*;  so  magistrates  and  tpiritti.il  teacher*,  in  their 
Two         kind,  have  their  honour  and  reverence.    And  St.  Paul  saith.  [1  Tim.  v.]  "  that  such  are  worthy  of 
things  to  double  honour."  "  qui  bene  puesunt,  et  qui  laborant  in  sermone."  But,  in  this,  two  thing*  are  to  b* 
be  noted   noted:  Wherein  this  honour  consisteth,  and  how  far  it  extendeth.   These  spiritual  fathers  of  the 
in  giving  church  think  they  be  not  honoured  enough  unless  king*  and  emperor*  give  and  surrender  unto 
honour,     them  all  the  temporal  rule  and  government,  to  do  what  they  ll*t,  and  none  to  control  them  I  and 
wherein    unless  noblemen  and  subjects  endow  them  with  temporal  land*  and  possession*  as  much  as  tbey 


And  thla  they  call  honour,  which  they  define  only  by  giving  temporally :  where 

t  opinion  of  their  ministration. 


indeed  it  rather  consisteth  in  giving  spiritually,  as  to  have  a  rev 

to  yield  a  prumpt  obedience  to  their  doctrine,  to  reverence  them  as  the  minister*  of  God.  and 
given  to  not  to  despite,  defame,  or  molest  their  person* ;  whereof  St.  Paul,  also,  about  the  same  place 
priests.     cpeaketh,  writing  to  Timothy,  "  Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth,"  *c.   And  to  Titus,  "  Let  no  man 

despise  thee,"  Ate    And  this  is  to  honour  our  spiritual  fathers. 
How  far      Secondly,  To  consider  how  far  this  honour  extendcth :  as  no  man  doth  deny,  but  that  these 
honour     pastors  are  worthy  their  double  honour  who  rule  well,  so,  if  they  administer  not  their  office  well, 
given  to    thev  are,  under  the  oversight  of  the  king  bearing  the  temporal  sword,  worthy  of  double  punish- 

a  that  rule  well,  how  far  It  doth  extend :  If 


'       merit.    And  yet  to  consider  this  double  honour  in  them 

14"     It  be  compared  to  the  honour  due  to  our  parents,  a  case  of  necessity  will  «nnn  decide  It.    For  be  It 
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among  the  precepts  of  the  Lord,  the  first  and  chiefeat  commandment  of  the  gdwardi. 

second  tahle  is,  to  "  honour  thy  father :"  which  precept  is  very  well  expounded  

in  the  Hebrews  [chap,  xii.],  where  it  is  not  only  meant  of  the  fathers  of  our  A.D. 
bodies,  but  also  of  the  Father  of  Spirits.    For  as  spiritual  things  do  far  exceed  1307. 
temporal  matters ;  so  much  more  a  great  deal  the  spiritual  son  is  bound  to  !>«-,  ,, tl<i 
reverence  the  spiritual  father,  ahd  to  be  in  subjection  unto  him,  that  he  may  part  of 
live.    And  that  the  priests  and  prelates  be  the  spiritual  fathers,  it  is  proved  {^I>B 
2  Kings  vi.,  where  the  king  of  brael  called  Elizeus  "father,"  saying'  "  My  Honour- 
father,  shall  I  smite  them?"    Unto  this  effect  our  Saviour  [Luke  x.J  said  to  JM*" 
the  apostles,  whose  successors  the  bishops  are,  "  He  that  heareth  you  heareth  fathers, 
me,  and  he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  me;"  also  the  apostle  Paid  [1  Thess. 
iv.J,  "  He  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  not  men,  but  God."    Wherefore  Jus- 
tinian the  emperor  in  another  place  saith,  "  We  have  great  care  to  the  church 
of  God,  that  therein  may  be  true  doctrine  and  integrity  of  priest's  life,  which 
having,  we  trust  that  for  our  great  gifts  we  shall  receive  such  rewards  at  God's 
hands,  as  shall  both  be  durable,  and  remain ;  yea  and  also  what  hitherto  hath 
not  happened."    Blessed  St  Jerome,  in  his  register,  writing  to  a  certain  em- 
peror, which  is  also  to  be  seen  in  the  Decrees,*  saith,  "  Let  not  the  emperor  dis-  Honour 
dain  priests,  but  have  special  regard  to  them  for  His  sake  whose  servants  they  jSi*  . 
be  ;  and  so  let  him  rule  over  them,  that  due  and  condign  reverence  be  given  priJits. " 
unto  them.    For  they  in  the  divine  Scriptures  are  sometimes  termed  gods, 
sometimes  named  angels  [Exod.  xxiij»  1  Then  shall  both  their  causes  come 
before  the  gods.'    Also  Malachi  ii.,  •  The  priest's  lips  should  be  sure  of  know- 
ledge, that  men  may  seek  the  law  at  his  mouth  :  for  he  is  a  messenger  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts.'    And  therefore  it  is  no  marvel,  if  we  should  vouchsafe  to 
honour  them,  when  God  himself,  in  his  speech  attributing  to  them  honour, 
tenneth  them  gods  and  angels."    And  here  is  to  be  noted,  how  Constantine 
the  emperor,  when  certain  of  his  subjects  presented  unto  him  libels  accusatory 
against  the  bishops,  received  them  at  their  hands.    But  calling  before  him  those 
bishops  that  were  accused  therein,  in  their  sight  he  cast  those  libels  into  the 
fire,  saying,  "  Depart  you  hence,  and  discuss  these  matters  among  yourselves ; 
for  it  is  not  convenient  and  meet  that  we  judge  gods,  because  it  is  written, 
'  God  stood  in  the  synagogue  of  gods,  and  in  the  midst  of  them  he  did  judge 
gods.'  "    In  the  same  chapter  it  is  declared,  how  that  the  Pagans,  who  wor- 
shipped golden  and  wooden  gods,  attributed  great  honour  to  the  priests.  What 
marvel  is  it  then,  if  the  godly  and  great  and  christian  emperors  do  tumour  and 
reverence  the  priests  of  the  true  God?    And,  doubtless,  it  is  their  duty  so  to 
do.    And  it  is  reason,  which  the  lord  Peter,  the  last  day,  said  in  this  point;  Two 
that  there  are  two  powers,  priesthood  and  dominion,  the  one  spiritual,  the  other  powem. 
temporal,  which  no  less  differ  one  from  the  other,  than  the  sun  from  the  moon,  J^™1™*' 
the  heaven  from  the  earth,  and  gold  from  lead.    And  therefore  if  honour  is  rkoaj? 
due  and  to  be  given  to  the  lesser  power,  by  them  that  be  underneath  him :  he  and  what 
that  is  chief  of  the  higher  power,  of  right  good  duty,  is  to  be  honoured  and  u.'tr^en,^ 
reverenced  by  jdl  under  him,  as  expressly  is  declared,  cap.'  SohV  De  mai.  et  obed.  them 
where  answer  is  fully  made  to  the  allegation  of  the  lord  Peter,  alleged  by  him  bo,h- 
to  make  for  his  own  purpose,  that  is  to  say,  "  Be  ye  subject  to  all  creatures 
for  God's  sake,"  &*c.   There  he  speaketh  of  the  subjection  which  standeth  upon  Double 
the  merit  of  virtue,  and  not  upon  the  duty  of  necessity.    For  else,  if  he  should  J.u^ec" 
speak  of  the  subjection  which  is  by  duty  of  necessity ;  then  must  it  needs  follow,  merit^i " 
that  every  bishop  ought  to  be  subject  to  every  beggarly  rascal  m  the  city  of  virtue, 
Paris.    For  the  text  is,  "  Be  ye  subject  to  all  human  creatures :"  but  a  rascal  is  J5JL. ^f1 
a  human  creature :  ereo,  bishops  must  be  subject  to  a  rascal.    Of  the  dignity  necessity, 
of  a  bishop,  Ambrose  talketh  in  his  pastoral.    "  The  honour,"  saith  he,  "  and  Atu!ho0f'a 
the  majesty  of  a  bishop  is  without  all  comparison.    If  you  compare  it  to  the  bUhop* 


by  their  prayer."  And  because  the  kings  of  France  have,  more  than  others,  the  pre- 
honoured  and  reverenced  the  prelates,  they  have,  above  all  others,  flourished  ^**T* 


portat  ion,  wherein  he  can  help  but  the  one :  nature,  I  suppose,  sooner  will  and  ought  to  run,  and 
the  word  of  Christ  will  sooner  drive  us,  to  our  father,  than  to  the  priest's  corban  [Mark  >  ii.  ] :  so 
that  this  distinction  may  have  place  here  :  That  as  the  one  standeth  upon  merit  of  virtue,  to  the 
other  standeth  upon  mere  duty  of  necessity. 
(5)  Docjci.  11  Quest,  cap.  1.  " 
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SJtpurdJ.  and  prospered.    It  is  said,  Eccles.  iv.,  "  Pie  that  honoureth  his  father,  shall 

  rejoice  in  his  sons."    And  it  followeth  there,  "  He  that  honoureth  his  father, 

A-  J*  shall  live  a  long  life."  This  is  therefore  the  sign  of  the  fear  of  God.  And  as 
1307.  ^  js  written,  Eccles.  iv.,  "  He  that  feareth  God  honoureth  his  parents. " 
Third  Thirdly,  I  say,  that  a  man  ought  to  fear  God,  in  the  full  reverencing  and 
part  of  restoring  unto  man  what  is  his;  for  he  that  doth  not  give  to  another  what  is 
his,  but  goeth  about  to  usurp,  doubtless  he  feareth  not  God.  Contrary,  he  that 
restoreth  all  again,  he  is  said  to  love  and  fear  God.  [Eccles.  xviii.]  "  He  that 
feareth  God  wul  do  good  things ;"  and  in  the  Psalm,  "  I  have  been  afraid  of  thy 
judgments,  and  have  done  judgment  and  justice."  For  as  the  lawyers  say, 
A  thing  which  is  true,  "  a  thing  may  be  made  mine  divers  ways,  as  by  succession,  com- 
roade  mutation,  prescription,  or  any  other  acquisition,  either  by  law  or  custom  ;"  and 
Shrm     80  °^  tnc  rcst-  wnereas  the  lord  Peter,  the  last  day,  by  distinction  of 

trays.     jurisdiction,  temporal  and  spiritual,  endeavoured  to  prove  that  he  who  hath 
spiritual  jurisdiction,  ought  not  to  have  temporal;  otherwise  there  were  no 
distinction  thereof,  but  rather  a  confusion  of  jurisdictions :  I  will  therefore 
prove  the  contrary,  that  these  jurisdictions  are  both  compatible  in  one  person, 
especially  in  an  ecclesiastical  man ; 4  and  this  will  I  prove  bv  the  law  of  God,  by 
Sin  proofs  the  law  of  nature,  canon  law,  civil  law,  custom  and  privilege.  iBut  first  I  allege,  that 
lurfJr  e    m  ^'dental  forms,  some  of  them  are  distinct,  that  they  are  not  clean  contrary, 
Moot tam.  but  unlike,  as  whiteness  and  sweetness.    Other  forms  there  be  which  are  so 
porai  and  distinct,  that  they  ore  clean  contrary  one  to  the  other,  and  arc  not  compatible 
arr^orn-  m  one  ■uhject,  for  one  contrary  expels  another,  and  importeth  the  negative  of 
patlMa  in  the  other.    Wherefore  those  things  be  contrary,  which  one  from  another  are 
one  per-   ,nOBt  uf  au  distant  and  disagreeing,  and  which,  in  one  susceptible,  may  come  one 
after  the  other,  but  not  together,  as  the  philosopher  teacheth  in  the  Predicaments. 
Forms     ^ut  those  forms  which  are  so  distinct  that  they  be  not  contrary,  but  unlike,  are 
M«|  dls-  compatible  in  one  subject,  as  quantity  and  quality,  which,  being  distinct  in 
mTmh   resP€Ct  °^  their  1  genus  generahssimum,'  yet  may  be  in  one  person ;  and  for- 
tran.may  titude  and  temperance,  being  under  one  kind  of  moral  virtue,  are  found  to  be  in 
be  com-    one  man,  as  logic  and  grammar,  which  are  also  species  and  kinds  in  one  genus, 
oTu  sub  "  v'z-  °f '  intellectua.'  Therefore  it  is  no  good  argument : 7  These  forms  be  distinct, 
jeet.       ergo,  they  be  not  compatible  in  one  subject.    And,  therefore,  that  the  jurisdic- 
tions temporal  and  spiritual  are  so  distinct,  that  they  are  not  contrary  but  com- 
patible, it  is  evident  hereby ;  because  things  contrary  be  so,  that  the  one  cannot 
be  ordained  to  concur  with  the  other,  but  rather  the  one  confoundeth  and 
destroyeth  the  other  :  but,  in  this  case,  jurisdiction  temporal  is  ordained  for  the 
spiritual;  and  contrary,  the  spiritual  for  the  temporal.    Or  rather,  the  one 
dependeth  on  the  other,  as  the  clearness  of  the  moon  doth  on  the  brightness  of 
the  sun.    Also  the  one  jurisdiction  so  helpeth  and  comforteth  the  other,  that 
there  is  no  contrariety  in  them.    And  therefore  it  is  no  good  consequence, 
because  they  are  distinct,  ergo,  they  arc  not  compatible  in  one  person.  This 
also  is  to  be  proved  de  facto.  "  For  the  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  plenty  of  the 
whole  universal  world,  and  all  that  dwell  therein."  It  is  proved  likewise  by  this 
reason :  for  if  the  jurisdictions  be  not  compatible,  it  should  follow,  that  no 
ecclesiastical  person  should  have  any  jot  of  temporal  jurisdiction,  neither  land, 
tower,  castle,  lordship,  nor  any  thing  else  ;  which  is  most  absurd:  and  so  by 
this  means  it  should  follow,  that  no  ecclesiastical  person  should  be  in  subjection 
unto  the  king,  which  were  to  the  great  derogation  of  the  king's  majesty's  crown 
and  dignity.  It  must  needs  be,  therefore,  that  these  jurisdictions  be  compatible, 
notwithstanding  the  distinction  of  them  one  from  another.    And  thus  much  for 
answer  to  all  these  reasons,  by  the  which  lord  Peter  proved  the  distinction  of 
these  jurisdictions. 


(6)  "  These  jurisdictions  temporal  and  spiritual,  are  compatible  In  one  person."  Answer:  I  print 
,"  pro  rations  subject! that  la,  In  the  subject  Itaelf  there  U  no  cause  to  the  contrary,  but  these 
vocations  may  both  be  exercised  by  one  person,  as  they  have  been  by  the  pope,  one  after  the  other, 
(and  so  may  contrary  forms  also)  and  yet  the  pope's  person  hath  been  able  to  sustain  them  both, 
llut  now.  here  ia  to  be  considered,  not.  what  the  nature  of  the  subject  Is  able  to  bear  by  logic,  but 
what  order  Is  taken  herein  by  the  will  of  God,  whoae  order  fa  this :  that  they,  who  with  Peter  are 
called  to  the  feeding  of  the  flock,  should  leave  their  fishing-nett,  and  fish  for  men;  and  that  they 
who  labour  In  the  warfare  of  the  Lord  should  not  entangle  themselves  with  the  business  of  this  life, 
whereby  they  may  be  more  free  to  please  him,  whose  soldiers  Ihey  are.  [Tit.  li.] 
not  (7)  "  The  Jurisdictions  temporal  and  spiritual,  arc  »o  distinct  that  lhe>  are  not  contrary.  Arc. 
contrary  Answer  And  what  let  la  there  then,  but  our  queen  now,  and  other  kings  hereafter,  may  have  the 
may  be  government  of  both  states,  as  well  ecclesiastical  as  temporal  ♦  Seeing  both  the  forms  being  cent- 
corona-  paUble  may  concur  both  in  one  subject;  why  not  as  well  in  the  person  of  the  king  within  Ute 
tibie.       realm,  as  In  the  person  of  the  pope  without  the  realm  f 
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These  things  premised,  I  proceed  further  to  prove  that  a  person  ecclesias-  EdvarHl. 
tical,  who  hath  jurisdiction  spiritual,  may  also  have  temporal  jurisdiction ;  and  - T~~,r 
that  the  jurisdiction  temporal  may  be  in  an  ecclesiastical  person,  I  will  prove 
by  the  Scriptures:  and  first  out  of  the  Old  Testament,  to  the  evident  probation        ' ' 
whereof,  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  God,  after  the  creation  of  the  world  and  Proofcout 
man,  even  unto  Noah's  time,  would  govern  the  world  himself,  as  king,  by  the  of  the  old 
ministry  of  angels  ;•  by  reason  whereof  he  gave  and  pronounced  sentence  him-  xaenu 
self  against  Cain.  [Gen.  iv.]    Noah  also,  who  ofFered  burnt-otTerings  unto  the 
Lord,  and  built  an  altar  [Gen.  viii.],  which  tiling  appertained  only  unto  the 
priests,  had  the  government  and  rule  of  all  tilings,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal, 
which  were  in  the  ark.'     Melchisedcc  likewise,  who  was  the  priest  of  the  most  Me'chi- 
high  God,  and  also  king  of  Salem  [Gen.  xiv.],  had  both  the  jurisdictions  in  his 
own  hands.10    For  that  master  of  history  dcclareth  :  That  all  the  first-begotten  "g 
of  Noah,  even  unto  Aaron's  time,  were  priests;  who  at  meals  and  offerings  pru«t, 
blessed  the  people,  and  who  only  had  the    '  jus  primogenitura?,'  whereby  pj,f°m'y 
the  regiment  of  others  was  due  unto  them.    Moses,  in  like  manner,  of  whom  haveboih 
it  is  said  in  the  Psalm,  "  Moses  and  Aaron,  among  his  priests,"  consecrated  Jt^dic' 
Aaron  and  his  children  to  be  priests ;  which  Aaron  did  judge  the  whole  people 
in  temporal  matters,  yea,  and  that  in  causes  of  inheritance  and  real  pioperty, 
as  appeareth  in  Numbers  [chap,  xxvii.],  and  many  other  places.    To  the  same 
purpose  serveth  that  passage  [Deut.  xvii.l,  where  it  is  said,  "  If  a  matter  be  too 
hard  for  thee  in  judgment  betwixt  blood  and  blood,  betwixt  plea  and  plea, 
betwixt  plague  and  plague,  then  shalt  thou  rise  and  go  up  to  that  place  that  the 
Lord  thy  God  hath  chosen,  and  shalt  come  to  the  priests,  the  Levites,  and  to 
the  judge  then  being,  and  shalt  ask,  Who  shall  show  unto  us  the  truth  of  the 
judgment  ?  and  shalt  follow  their  sentence.    And  if  any  man  presumptuously 
shall  refuse  to  obev  the  priest's  commandments  and  the  decree  of  the  judge,  the 
same  shall  die."   Behold,  how  manifestly  it  doth  appear,  how  not  only  the  judg- 
ment appertained)  to  a  priest,  between  plague  and  plague,  concerning  the 
circumstances  and  irregularity  of  the  law,  but  also  betwixt  blood  and  blood  in 
matters  criminal,  yea,  and  betwixt  plea  and  plea  in  civil  matters  ;  which  thing 
doth  appear  to  be  in  many  judges  out  of  the  book  of  Judges.    For  Samuel,  Samuel  ■ 
who  was  both  a  prophet  and  priest,  was  appointed  judge  for  a  long  time  over  JudKe  1,1 
the  people  in  matters  temporal.   And  when  the  people  desired  a  king,  the  Lord  matters, 
was  highly  offended  with  them,  and  said  unto  Samuel,  "They  have  not  refused  Ktko,  the 
thee  but  me,  that  I  should  not  be  king  over  them."    Furthermore,  as  long  as  ft^™,* 
kings  among  the  people  of  God  used  the  advice  and  counsel  of  priests  and  jumdic- 
bishops,  it  was  well  with  them  and  their  kingdom ;  but  when  they  forsook  and  ,ioM- 
left  the  counsel  of  bishops  and  priests,  then  was  their  kingdom  divided ;  and 
finally  they  were  brought  into  captivity,  in  which  captivity  the  people  were 
altogether  governed  and  ruled  by  the  priests  and  prophets,  as  by  Esdras  and 
Nehemiah.   And,  last  of  all,  by  the  means  of  the  Maccabees,  the  kingdom  and 
government  were  devolved  ana  brought  into  the  priests'  hands,  who  w»re  the 
kings  and  captains  over  the  people,  and  had  the  government  as  well  of  spiritual 
matters  as  of  temporal ;  as  is  read  in  Maccabees,  of  Mattathias  and  his  sons, 
namely,  of  Judas,  Machaby,  Jonathan,  Simon,  and  John  the  son  of  Simon, 
who,  In  all  spiritual  and  temporal  matters,  were  governors  over  the  people  of 
God.  [1  Mac.  ii.]  Moreover,  Jeremy,  who  was  one  of  the  priests,  dcclareth  after 
this  manner  [chap.  i. ]  :  "  I  have  set  thee  over  the  people  and  kingdoms,  that 
thou  mayest  root  out,  break,  destroy,  and  make  waste,  and  that  thou  mayest 
build  up  and  plant."    Besides  this,  in  the  time  of  judge  Eliah,  a  priest  in  like 
manner  had  the  judgment  of  temporal  matters.    And  so  much  concerning  the 
proof  hereof,  out  of  the  Old  Testament 

Secondly,  I  prove  my  former  proposition  by  authorities  taken  out  of  the 

(8)  "  God.  after  the  creation  of  the  world,"  Sic,  "even  unto  Noah's  time,"  fte.  Answer .  If  God 
unto  Noah's  time  governing  the  world  a»  king,  gave  sentence  himself  against  Cain,  an  we  say.  how 
then  did  he  thai  by  the  ministry  of  angels  f  If  he  did  it  by  the  angel»  his  minister*,  whether  U 
more  like  then  that  it  make  for  the  pope,  or  rather  for  kings  and  prince*,  whom  the  Scripture 
thrice  in  one  chapter  calleth  the  minbter*  of  God,  to  execute  punishment  on  him  that  doth  evil,  ffg^^  „ 
iRom.  xiii  ]  priest. 

(9)  •'  Noah  also  who  ofTered,"  &•<•.    Answer :  If  offering  of  burnt  sacrifices  to  God  do  make  a  ,ni|  n>(j 
priest,  then  was  Cain  also,  and  Abel,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  all  the  patriarch*,  priests.    If  he  had  \K  t)x 
noth  temporal  and  spiritual  Jurisdiction  over  those  that  were  in  his  ark,  I  marvel  why  he  diii  not  jufijdip, 
cui*c  then  the  disobedient  crow  that  returned  not  to  him  airain  tton. 

,10)  "  Melchl.cdec  ltkewUe, '  &c  Answer  :  Melchisedc*  properly  did  near  a  figure  of  Christ,  both  the  uk 
king  and  priest,  and  of  none  o  Jier. 
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FHwardl.  New  Testament    For  Christ  had  not  only  both  the  powers,  by  divine  nature, 

 whereby  he  created  all  things  out  of  nothing,  and  by  consequence  was  God  over 

A.  D.   all,  but  also  by  his  humanity  had  both  powers ;  tor  he  was  the  priest  aAet 
1307.   the  order  of  Melchisedec,  as  it  is  said  in  the  Psalms,  and  also  is  alleged  to  the 
iw^out  Hebrews,  who  had  both  on  his  vesture  and  on  thigh  written, M  King  of  kings,  and 
of  the      Lord  of  lords."  [Rev.  xix.]   By  this  vestment  or  thigh  was  meant  his  humanity, 
New  Tc*-  whicn  was  joined  to  his  divinity,  as  the  garment  is  to  him  that  wearcth  it  He 
Christ     said  of  himself  [Matt,  xxviii.],  "  Unto  me  is  given  all  power,  both  in  heaven 
by  hi§     and  in  earth."11  As  also  saith  the  apostle  [Heb.  i.],  "  Whom  he  made  and  con- 
naton     "Muted  heir  of  all  universal  things."    And  again  [Heb.  ii.l,  "  He  hath  made 
bad  both  him  not  much  inferior  to  the  angels.    He  hath  crowned  him  with  glory  and 
power*,    honour,  and  hath  set  him  above  the  works  of  his  hands :  thou  hast  put  all  things 
in  subjection  under  his  feet  sheep  and  oxen,  and  all  the  whole  cattle  of  the 
field."   When  therefore  it  is  said,  "  He  made  all  things  subject  unto  him  ;"  he 
excludeth  nothing,  as  the  apostle  there  saith.    Wherebv  it  is  apparent  that  as 
concerning  his  human  nature,  in  the  which  he  was  made  less  than  the  angels, 
all  things  were  subject  to  him.    Also  this  appeareth  in  Philipnians  [chap,  ii.] : 
"  He  humbled  himself,  wherefore  God  exalted  him;"  and  it  followcth,  "That 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  should  every  knee  bow,  both  of  tilings  in  heaven,  and  of 
things  in  earth,  and  of  things  under  the  earth."    Behold  here,  that  in  that 
nature  in  which  he  did  humble  himself,  he  was  exalted,  "  because  every  knee 
should  bow  down  to  him."    This  in  like  manner  huth  St.  Peter,  in  Acts  xn 
where  he  saith,  "  he  was  constituted  of  God,  the  judge  of  the  quick  and  the 
dead."    And  he  speaketh  of  the  nature  which  God  raised  up  the  third  day,  a* 
the  whole  Scripture  proveth.    And  likewise  St  Peter  had  this  power  given 
him,  whom  Christ  constituted  and  made  his  vicar      who  also  condemned  by 
sentence  judicially  Ananias  and  Sapphira,"  for  lying  and  stealing.   [Acts  v.] 
Paul  also  condemned  a  fornicator  convicted."    [1  Cor.  v.]    And  that  Christ 
would  have  the  correction  and  judgment  of  stich  matters  to  appertain  to  his 
church,  a  text  in  Matthew  xviii.  expressly  declarcth,  where  it  is  said,  "  If 
thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fuult  between  him  and 
thee :  if  he  hear  thee,  thou  hast  won  thy  brother ;  but  if  he  heareth  not  then 
take  with  thee  one  or  two,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses  all  things 
may  be  established :  if  he  hear  not  then,  tell  it  unto  the  congregation :  if  he 
hear  not  the  congregation,  take  him  as  an  heathen  man  and  a  publican.  Verily 
1  say  unto  you,  whatsoever  you  bind  on  earth,  the  same  shall  be  bound  in 
heaven  ;  and  whatsoever  you  loose  on  earth,  the  same  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven." 
Behold,  how  expressly  it  is  commanded,  that  whensoever  in  any  matter  one 
offendeth  the  other,  he  being  first  charitably  admonished,  the  matter  must  be 
published  and  referred  to  the  order  of  the  church  and  congregation.11    But  if 
the  offender  do  not  obey  and  hear  the  admonition,  he  is  to  be  taken  as  a 
heathen  and  a  publican :  which  is  as  much  to  say,  like  one  that  is  excommu- 
nicated by  the  church  and  congregation,  so  that  he  may  have  no  communion  or 
participation  with  it    And  that  this  was  the  intention  of  Christ  this  seemeth 
much  to  prove,  where,  in  giving  the  reason  hereof,  he  immediately  addeth, 
"  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  whatsoever,"  See.  [omnia  terminus  distributive], 
where  note  this  term  distributive,  1  whatsoever  ;'  so  also  the  apostle  argueth,  in 
Hebrews  ii.,  that  if  he  ordained  all  things  to  be  subject  unto  him,  he  excludeth 
nothing  unsubiected.1*    Wherefore,  thus  I  may  argue :  If  all  things  that 
the  church  and  congregation  doth  loose,  be  loosed,  and  every  thing  that  the 

(11)  "  Unto  me  It  given,"  tie.  Answer:  That  Christ  hath  aU  power  Riven  him,  no  man  donbteth; 
but  yet  the  same  Christ  saith,  that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  thli  world ;  neither  would  he  be  made  a 
king  in  this  world,  kc.    "  Hon  eripit  mortal  la,  qui  re  (ft  to  dat  c»lc»lia,"  Sc. 

(12)  "Whom  Christ,  fee.  made  hit  virar,  tie."  Answer:  Here  in  one  line  be  two  lies.  For 
Peter  had  not  the  very  same  power  in  heaven  and  earth  a*  Christ  h»d,  neither  was  be  the  vicar  of 
Christ. 


(13)  As  the  offence  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira  was  not  temporal  bat  spiritual ;  i«*  did  Peter  k'l 
them  not  judicially,  that  is,  as  a  temporal  Judge :  but  spirit uall v,  that  is,  by  the  power  of  th»  s>p Tit, 
which  Spirit  wrought  by  him,  not  as  by  a  Judge,  but  as  a  minister  And  although  t»  U  act  of  Peter 
was  extraordinary  for  a  singular  example;  yet,  let  any  prelate  with  the  like  power  of  Spirit  so  do, 
and  none  will  blame  him. 

(14)  And  so  likewise  the  eondemnaUon  of  Paul  against  the  Corinthian,  was  only  spiritual  and 
Dot  temporal. 

( 15)  "  Must  be  referred  to  the  order,"  tee.  Christ  would  have  these  causes  to  be  referred  to  the 
hearing  of  the  church,  for  sp'ritual  admonition,  but  not  for  the  temporal  Jurisdiction  of  the  prelates. 

(16)  All  things  that  the  true  church  doth  truly  bind  are  bound,  I  grant :  but  first  let  the  pope 
prove  his  church  to  be  the  true  church,  and  himself  to  be  the  universal  bead  thereof,  and  then  let 
him  claim  the  keys. 
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church  bindeth,  is  bound  ;  there  is  nothing  that  the  church  may  not  loose  and  Bdwardi. 
bind.  Or  by  logic,  thus  I  may  reason :  there  is  nothing  bound  by  the  church, 
that  is  not  bound  in  heaven  ;  which  argument  is  good  by  a  certain  rule  of  logic, 
which  saith,  that  contraries,  if  the  negation  be  put  after,  are  equivalent ;  for  *30'- 
every  tiling  and  notlung,  whatsoever  thing  and  no  manner  of  thing,  be  con- 
trary one  to  the  other;  and  so  notlung  not,  is  as  much  as  to  say,  all  things. 
Secondly,  I  do  prove  it  out  of  another  text  of  Luke  [chap.  xxii.  ].  which  place 
he  alleged  to  make  for  his  purpose ;  but  I  will  strike  him  with  his  own  weapon ; 
for  where  he  said,  That  by  the  two  swords  the  two  powers,  temporal  and  spiri- 
tual, were  to  be  understood;17  it  was  so  indeed:  but  to  whose  hands  would  he, 
I  pray  you,  have  these  two  swords  committed  ?  Truly  to  the  hands  of  Peter 
and  the  other  apostles,  &c.  But  the  holy  father  the  pope  succeeded  Peter  and 
the  other  apostles,  the  bishops,  disciples,  curates,  parsons,  as  in  the  Gloss  appcar- 
eth  [Luke  x.],  whence  I  argue  thus :  that  by  the  two  swords,  the  two  powers 
are  meant;  but  Christ  willed  those  two  swords  to  be  put  into  the  church's 
hauds  :  ergo,  likewise  the  two  powers.  But  you  may  reply  and  say,  that  Christ 
did  reprehend  Peter  because  he  struck  with  a  temporal  sword  and  cut  off'  an 
ear,  saying  unto  him,  "  Put  up  thy  sword,"  &c.'*  Which  reason  is  of  no  force  ; 
for  Christ  did  not  will  Peter  to  cast  away  the  sword  quite  from  him,  but  to  put 
it  into  the  scabbard  and  to  keep  it,  giving  to  understand  thereby,  that  such 
power,  although  it  be  in  the  church's  hands,  yet  the  execution  thereof  (as  ap- 
pertained to  bloodshedding  in  the  new  law),  ne  would  have  to  appertain  tothe 
secular  judge :  yet,  perhaps,  according  to  the  discretion  and  will  of  the  ckrgy. 

Thirdly,  I  prove  this  by  the  intent  of  St.  Paul  [1  Cor.  vi.-],  where  he  saith, 
that  "  they  which  have  secular  business,  and  contend  one  against  another, 
ought  to  be  judged  by  the  saints."    And  that  they  should  judge  therein,  he 
made  this  argument:  "  Know  you  not  that  the  saints  shall  judge  the  world?"" 
And  if  the  world  be  judged  by  you,  are  ye  not  good  enough  to  judge  small 
trifles  ?   As  though  he  would  say,  Do  ye  not  know  now  that  ye  shall  judge  the 
Is  ?    How  much  more  then  may  you  judge  things  secular  ?  And  it  follow- 
u  If  you  have  judgment  of  secular  ana  worldly  matters,  take  them  who 
are  despised  in  the  church  and  congregations,  and  make  them  judges."  Neither 
doth  it  make  any  thing  against  it,  because  the  apostle  in  the  same  place  infer- 
reth,  "  I  say  it  to  your  shame;"  for  that  is  to  be  referred  to  those,  where  he 
saith,  "  Appoint  those  which  are  despised."    Wherefore  the  apostle  speaketh 
ironically  in  this  matter,  as  meaning  thus :  Sooner  and  the  rather  you  ought  to 
run  to  the  judgment  of  the  despised  who  be  in  the  church,  than  to  the  judg- 
ment of  those  who  be  out  of  the  church :  ergo,  the  rather  to  resort  to  the 
judgment  of  the  wise,  who  remain  in  the  church  and  congregation.  Wherefore 
the  apostle  by  and  by  added,  when  he  said,  "  I  speak  to  your  shame:  what, 
not  one  wise  man  amongst  you  that  can  judge  between  brother  and  brother  ?" 
Meaning  thereby,  that  there  were  some.    By  these,  therefore,  and  many  other 
like  reasons,  which  for  brevity  I  omit,  it  appcareth  that  both  the  powers  may 
be  in  an  ecclesiastical  man's  hand:  and  that  an  ecclesiastical  man  is  'capax,' 
both  of  die  temporal  and  spiritual  jurisdiction.    Nor  is  it  any  matter  if  it  be 
objected,  that  Peter,  and  other  apostles,  and  Christ  himself,  used  little  this  tem- 
poral power :  for  in  them  there  was  not  the  like  reason,10  as  now  there  is  in  us, 
as  is  proved  in  the  22  Quasi  1.  cap.,  and  in  many  other  places  of  the  law." 
The  apostles  at  first  took  no  receipt  of  lands  and  possessions,  but  the  price  only 
thereof  ;*»  which  now  the  church,  with  very  good  reason,  doth  receive,  and  that 
to  the  great  merit  both  of  the  giver  and  offerer,  as  it  appeareth  in  Constantine 
and  others ;  in  the  which  aforesaid  chapter  the  reason  of  diversity  is  well  proved, 
for  that  the  apostles  did  foresee,  that  the  church  should  be  among  Gentiles,  and 
not  be  only  in  Judea,  &c.  And  further,  at  the  beginning,  Christ  and  his  apostles 

(17)  The  two  swords  do  as  much  signify  the  two  regtmenU,  udo  the  two  flshes  wherewith  Chit  t 
did  feed  four  thousand  persons. 

(11)  Christ  bade  Peter  put  up  his  aword,  and  not  cast  it  away:  Brpa,  the  church  may  have 
the  temporal  tword.    Answer :  God  give  you  good  morrow,  I  have  brought  you  a  capon. 

(19)  "  Know  ye  not  that  the  saints."  «rc.  Answer:  St.  Paul  here  willing  the  Corinthians  to  plead 
their  matters,  not  before  the  heathen,  but  before  the  taints,  mcaneth  the  faithful  of  the  conmega 
tion,  not  only  prelates. 

(20)  "  In  them  there  was  not  the  like  reason,"  &c.    Answer:  I  grant  that  Christ  and  true 
Christians  is  one  thing;  antichrist  and  hi*  church  Is  another  thing. 

(21)  22  Qumst.  1  cap.  futuram 

(22)  At  ye  say,  the  ajwstlca  had  no  leisure  to  take  land*  and  possessions  for  preaching,  but  now 
for  lord  y  loitering,  you  have  leisure  enough. 
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Bdwartir.  were  wholly  bent  and  given  to  our  health,  salvation,  and  erudition ;  little  stick- 
"  iug  or  standing  upon  the  exercise  of  every  church's  jurisdiction,  having  regard 
\.  D.   to  tMat  whicjj  j9  written  in  the  Corinthians  [chap,  vi.],  "  All  things  arc  lawful 
unto  men,  but  all  things  are  not  expedient."    And  likewise  in  Ecclesiastes 
[chap,  viii.],  we  read,  that  "  every  tiling  hath  his  time."    But  now,  through 
the  grace  of  God,  the  whole  people  of  the  realm  of  France  have  submitted 
themselves  to  the  christian  faith ;  worthily  therefore  the  church  is  occupied 
about  administering  justice,  and  punishing  vice ;  for  peace  shall  be  the  work  of 
justice.  [Isaiah  xxxiii.]    And  in  these  judgments  this  only  is  to  be  considered, 
that  the  life  of  man  be  reformed.    Thus  you  see  how  this  our  conclusion  some- 
what is  confirmed  by  the  Scriptures. 
Probation     Now  will  I  prove  it  by  natural  law  and  reason,  and  first  after  this  manner : 
uV'nd    ',e  8eemem  m<,st  fit  to  play  a  good  judge's  part,  who  followeth  nearest  God  ;M 
teluoo.    f°r  properly  God  is  the  ruler  and  director  of  all  judgments,  who  saith  [Prov.  viii.] 
"  By  me  the  law-maker  shall  decreejustice  and  just  tilings :"  but  ecclesiastical  per- 
sons follow  next  to  God,  and  be  nearest  him ;  for  that  they  be  elected  of  God 
into  a  peculiar  people,  whereof  it  is  said  [1  Pet  ii.],  "  You  are  a  chosen  genera- 
tion, a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  and  a  peculiar  people,  that  you  should 
show  the  virtues  of  him  that  called  you,"  &c.    Ergo,  It  is  most  fit  that  persons 
ecclesiastical,  and  churchmen,  should  judge  of  such  matters. 

Moreover,  secondly,  none  doubteth,  but  that  the  correction  and  punishment 
of  sin  belongeth  to  ecclesiastical  persons ;  wherefore  when  such  things  be  not 
committed  without  sin  and  offence  of  the  one  party,  it  is  evident  that  the  church 
may  have  cognition  thereof.  Also,  whoso  hath  power  to  judge  of  the  end,  hath 
also  power  to  judge  of  things  ordained  to  the  end ;  for  the  consideration  of  the 
things  ordained  to  the  end,  riseth  of  the  end.  When  therefore  the  body  is 
ordained  for  the  life  and  soul,  and  temporal  things  for  spiritual,  as  for  the  end ; 
the  church  which  doth  judge  of  spiritual  things,  may  in  like  manner  lawfully 
judge  of  temporal  things.  All  which  is  sufficiently  confirmed,  in  extra,  cap. 
"  Judiciis,"  wnere  it  is  said,  That  the  accessary  followeth  the  nature  of  the  princi- 
pal ;  which  appeareth  sufficiently  by  example.  Forasmuch,  therefore,  as  these  two 
jurisdictions  be  compared  to  two  lights,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  sun  and  moon,  and 
all  the  whole  clearness  and  brightness  of  the  moon,  both  in  form  and  virtue, 
dependeth  of  the  sun,  and  in  the  sun,  and  that  the  brightness  of  the  sun  is  not 
of  the  moon,  or  in  the  moon ;  it  is  plain  that  spiritual  jurisdiction,  which  is 
compared  to  the  sun,  hath  in  it,  both  in  form  and  virtue,  the  jurisdiction  tem- 
poral, and  not  contrary.  Many  other  like  reasons  might  be  brought  in  ;  but, 
since  the  time  waxeth  short,  I  will  omit  them. 

Thirdly,  I  prove  it  by  the  civil  law  [Auth.  Diffe.  Jud.  "Si  tamen,"  ix.  col.], 
where  it  is  said,  *'  If  a  secular  judge  be  suspected,  let  the  bishop  of  the  city  be 
joined  unto  him  :  but  if  he  be  negligent,  then  let  the  whole  judgment  be  re- 
ferred to  the  bishop."  In  like  manner  Theodosius  the  emperor  enacted  such  a 
law,  that  whatsoever  suitor  being  plaintiff  in  any  kind  of  matter,  whether  at  the 
beginning  thereof,  or  after  contestation  of  law,  or  when  the  matter  came  to  con- 
firmation or  to  sentence;  if  the  plaintilThad  once  chosen  the  court  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  holy  see,  there  without  any  doubt,  though  the  defendant  resisted  and 
dissented,  the  matter  before  the  bishops  and  other  ecclesiastical  judges  should 
be  determined  and  ended.  Which  law  afterwards  Charlemagne,  who  was  king 
of  France,  confirmed  in  these  words,  "  We  will  and  command,  that  all  our  sub- 
jects, as  well  Romans  and  Frenchmen,  as  others  under  our  dominion  whatso- 
ever, be  by  law  and  custom  henceforth  bound  and  charged  to  keep  this  for  a 
perpetual  and  prescript  law ;  •  That  whosoever  began,  or  commenced  a  suit,' 
&c.  as  is  above  mentioned,"  &c.  [2  Qiuest.  1.  "  Quicunque,"  &c.  c.  2.]  But  you 
may  object  and  say,  that  this  law  is  abrogated,  as  the  gloss  seemeth  there  to 
imply.  But  all  will  not  serve ;  for  although  this  law  is  not  introduced  into  the 
body  of  the  law,  yet  for  all  that,  it  is  not  abrogated.  But  surely  it  is  a  privilege 
honourably  granted  to  the  whole  universal  church,  which  the  emperor  cannot 
take  away,  no  more  than  any  other  liberty  of  the  church. 

23)  "  He  *e«meth  most  flt  to  play  •  good  judge'*  part  who  followeth  neareat  God."  Eeele»ia»ti- 
cal  perioni  follow  next  Ood.  Bryo,  Prelates  of  the  clergy  are  moil  meet  to  bear  temporal  rule.— 
Anawer:  If  Cod  here  be  taken  for  that  God,  which  U  railed  the  belly,  I  grant  thry  teem  tj  follow 
nearer.  But  if  it  be  taken  fur  the  true  God,  not  I,  but  their  own  fruit*,  life,  and  doctrine  ahall 
decide :  and  laaiah  alio  would  deny  their  minor,  and  aay,  that  thi*  people  drawclh  near  to  me 
with  their  lip.,  but  their  heart  la  far  from  me. 
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By  the  canon  law  also  this  privilege  ia  confirmed  [extra,  de  jud.  c.  "  Timor.  Rdvardl. 

Novil."],  and  moreover,  it  seemeth  to  be  confirmed  by  the  civil  law  [c.  de  Sacroa.  

u  Si  eccle.  privilegium") ;  although  it  be  not  expressly,  but  generally  named,  and  ^'  fj* 
so  it  ia  clear  by  the  civil  law,  that  such  jurisdiction  doth  pertain  to  ecclesiastical  *307- 
persons."  By  canon  law  in  like  manner  in  places  infinite  [Distinct.  22.  cap.  Probation 
u  Omnes  patri'archse ;"  2  Qiuest.  5.  ca.  "  Si  quia  Presbyte. ;"  2  Qwest.  1.  cap. "  Re-  *>>  ca 
latum;"  25.  Distinct,  cap.  "  ecce."  Extra  ae  Judiciis.  "  Novit."  De  competent!  **w' 
foro.  cap.  "  Licet ; "  et  multis  aliis].  Yea  and  further,  the  canon  law  so  far  pro- 
ceeded, that  whosoever  goeth  about  by  custom  to  interrupt  or  hinder  any,  having 
such  jurisdiction,  incurreth  sentence  i»»o  facto  of  excommunication  [ca.  "  Quo- 
niam  intelleximus  de  immunitate  Eccle."  lib.  sext.].  Which  is  most  plain  by  the 
notorious  custom,  time  out  of  mind,  in  the  days  of  the  good  and  christian  princes, 
where  to  violate  such  custom,  it  ia  plain  sacrilege  [2  Qua?st.  1.  Tit.  i.  &c.  2.j 
For  by  the  law,  custom  winneth  and  gaineth  jurisdiction,  especially  to  him  that 
is  4  capax'  thereof :  yea  and  further,  custom,  time  out  of  mind,  ia  amor 


mgst  all  per- 
sona in  place  of  written  and  confirmed  law.  Now,  seeing  the  church  of  France 
hath  in  common  been  used,  with  the  temporalty,  to  judge  and  decree  both  in 
actiona  peraonal  and  real  touching  the  church,  it  is  plain,  that  such  custom 
winneth  jurisdiction  to  it.  Ergo,  #e.  But  the  Lord  Peter  avouched,  that  the 
custom  could  not  prevail  in  this  case,  because  here  lacked  true  dealing.  Be- 
sides, the  said  law  is  called  imprescriptible,  for  that  it  is  'jus  fisci.'  But  this 
maketh  nothing  against  us ;  for  the  church  of  France  rather  challengeth  this 
law  by  custom  than  by  prescription ;  which  custom  seemeth  rather  to  be  brought 
in  by  the  free  will  and  election  of  the  people,  frequenting  more  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal consistories  than  the  secular  courts.  Besides,  this  custom,  in  that  it  hath 
been  oftentimes  decided  in  judgment  contradictory  (judicium  contradictorium), 
many  of  the  barons  dissenting  and  not  consenting  thereto,  is  much  thereby 
confirmed.  This  custom,  I  say,  of  the  church,  hath  been  fast  established  by 
the  consent  and  assent  of  the  prelates,  and  then  confirmed  by  the  kings  of 
France,  your  predecessors,  and  so  peaceably  observed  of  the  church. 

And  yet  may  the  church  challenge  this  by  prescription,  for  that  there  are  Three 
but  three  things  which  are  required  in  prescription ;  that  is  to  say,  title,  true  thil|K" 
dealing,  and  continuance  of  time.    And  it  is  without  doubt,  that  the  churches  f^\*pre- 
both  purely  have,  and  in  times  past  had,  a  good  title,  as  appear*  1 1 1  by  the  privi-  script  inn. 
lege  granted  by  Theodosius  the  emperor,  and  confirmed  by  Charles,  who  gave  J'1^'^',*' 
in  commandment,  to  keep  the  same  inviolably,  which  title  it  hath  both  by  fide*, 
divine,  natural,  and  human  law,  as  before  is  mentioned ;  wherefore  it  must  3-  Tcm- 
needs  have  true  dealing,  when  so  many  great  and  clear  titles  are  known  to  J^nticua- 
condescend  thereunto.    Also  there  concurreth  such  continuance  of  time,  that  tlo. 
even  against  'jus  fisci,' it  is  prescriptible :  for  it  hath  not  only  continued  for 
the  apace  of  a  hundred  years,  but  also  more  than  six  hundred  years  last  past. 
"  ither  is  ' " 


Neither  is  this  always  true,  this  law  is  inprescriptible,  especially  of  the  church,  The 
which,  inasmuch  aa  it  appertained]  to  the  spiritualty,  is  not  subject  to  the  king,  ^""hb 
but  is  much  more  noble,  and  far  excelleth ;  even  no  less  than  the  sun  doth  the  j£t  *"  tut- 
moon,  gold  lead,  and  heaven  the  earth.    And  this  is  certain,  and  no  less  reason,  king, 
that  the  higher  and  equal  may  duly  prescribe  law  against  him,  that  is  either 
equal  or  lower  in  degree  ;  as  one  king  may  do  to  another.    Wherefore  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  church  may  prescribe  this,  although  it  were  'jus  fisci,'  as 
indeed  it  is  not 

Finally,  This  is  proved  by  privilege  granted  by  Charlemagne,  king  of  France, 
as  before,  and  by  Louis  II.,  and  by  Philip  your  uncle,  and  by  Louis  and  Philip 
your  kinsmen,  which  privileges  we  have  here  ready  to  show.    But  perhaps  you  Objec- 
will  say,  that  these  things  cannot  agree  :  that  the  church  hath  this  jurisdiction  tion- 
both  by  law,  custom,  and  privilege,  which  all  cannot  well  hang  together ;  for  if 
the  church  have  it  by  one  of  these,  it  should  follow,  that  the  church  lacketh  it 
by  another.    But  this  may  I  answer  two  manner  of  ways ;  first,  that  the  privi-  Answer 
lege  may  be  double,  one  as  a  bringer  in  of  a  new  law,  and  thus  it  cannot  be 
reconciled;  the  other,  as  a  confirmative  and  declarative  of  the  old  law;  and 
this  way  it  may  well  be  agreed,  which  distinction  may  also  take  place  in 
torn.    Wherefore  it  may  thus  be  answered,  that  although  this  jurisdictic 


(M)  "You  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood."  tec. — Answer:  This  place  of  Peter  wu 
written  not  only  to  persons  eccleaiastieal,  but  to  the  whole  confrrcpatlon^of  the  saints  dispersed.  a» 
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Edwardl-  due  unto  the  church  by  law,  it  appertained  also  unto  the  8ame  by  privilege  and 

 custom,  but  yet  not  by  such  kind  of  custom  and  privilege  which  lnduceth  a  new 

A.D.  iaW :  but  which  declareth  and  confirmed*  the  old  law.  And  if  any  will  reply, 
1307.  demanding  wherefore  the  church  of  France  should  more  challenge  this,  than  any 
other  churches  in  other  realms,  which  have  no  such  prerogative;  I  can  soon 
French  answer  them.  If  the  kings  of  France  (whom  God  with  singular  grace,  honour 
Wc'«KMHt0re  and  privilege,  far  above  ail  other  princes,  hath  blessed  and  endued  for  three 
than  special  causes,  to  wit,  for  their  great  faith  and  devotion  unto  God,  for  their 
other*  honour  and  reverence  to  the  church,  and  for  their  good  justice  showed  unto  the 
thtriB»T*  people)  have  granted  to  the  church  special  liberties,  or  liave  permitted  those 
l.  Faith  which  before  were  granted,  peaceably  to  be  kept  und  observed;  why  then  they 
2° Honour  B^ou^  ',ave  them,  it  is  no  marvel.  Yea  and  further,  their  devotion  unto  the 
to  the  church  hath  been  such,  that  the  nearer  the  churches  were  unto  them,  the  more 
church  liberties  they  enjoyed;  and  yet  had  these  princes  never  the  less  on  that  account, 
to  Um  but  rather  the  more ;  which  is  evident,  and  redoundeth  to  the  great  honour  and 
people,     nobility  both  of  the  king  and  his  realm. 

Five  I  have  oftentimes  heard  of  others,  how  that  four  or  five  things  do  especially 

rn'nobie    nt)kihtate  and  adorn  this  realm. 

tlw    c       First,  their  sincere  and  inviolable  faith ;  for  it  was  at  no  time  read,  that 
raalm.     the  kings  of  France  (since  the  receiving  of  the  faith)  did  ever  swerve  from 
the  same. 

Wood  of      Secondly,  the  nobility  of  blood,  which  descended  from  Priam  the  king  of  the 
France     Trojans,  and  successively  from  Charlemagne  and  other  royal  kings. 
"prUm.     Thirdly,  the  unity  and  peace  of  concord,  which  especially,  above  all  others, 
reigned  and  flourished  in  the  realm  of  France. 

Fourthly,  the  solemnity  and  pomp  of  the  prelates  and  clergy. 

Fifthly,  the  well-disposed  readiness  of  the  barons  and  subjects  to  obey. 

If  therefore  the  prelates  of  this  realm  should  not  have  this  law  and  privilege, 
but  should  be  deprived  thereof,  then  should  the  king  and  his  realm  lose  one  of 
his  noble  estates,  whereby  they  are  highly  magnified,  I  mean  the  braver}-, 
solemnity,  and  royalty  of  the  prelates  ;  for  then,  tney  should  not  only  be  neither 
pompous  nor  royal,  but  more  beggarly  and  miserable  than  any  others,  the  most 
part  of  their  living  consisting  herein.  I  do  conclude,  therefore,  that  it  is  proved 
both  by  divine  law,  natural  law,  canon  law,  civil  law,  custom,  aud  privilege,  that 
the  right  of  determining  such  temporal  matters  of  the  church  may  of  right  apper- 
tain to  the  church  of  France,;  and  so  I  turn  the  lord  Peter's  theme  against  himself. 

Besides  this,  I  will  propound  rJi.it  which  is  most  plain  and  manifest ;  that 
whatsoever  things  be  offered  up  to  the  church,  and  are  converted  to  the 
dominion  and  property  of  the  same,  be  God's,  and  appertain  to  him ;  forasmuch 
as  they  are  saia  to  be  dedicated  to  and  sanctitied  by  mm,  as  sufficiently  through- 
out the  Levites  may  appear,  as  declared  [1  Sam.  xxi.]  concerning  the  bread 
offered  to  God,  where  it  is  said,  "  I  have  no  common  bread  under  my  hands  to 
eat,  but  holy  bread."  Wherefore  it  was  not  law  Jul  for  the  laity  to  cat  of  the 
same  bread,  but  in  time  of  great  necessity ;  which  is  also  proved,  where  it  is 
read,  [Dan. v.]  "Because king  Bclthazzar,  and  his  lords,  with  his  queen,  drank 
in  the  golden  and  silver  vessels,  which  his  father  Nebuchadnezzar  had  taken 
out  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem ;  in  the  same  (very)  hour  there  appeared  fingers, 
as  it  had  been  of  a  man's  hand,  writing  right  over  the  candlestick  upon  the 
plain  wall  in  the  king's  palace.  And  the  king  saw  the  palm  of  tin-  hand  that 
wrote  ;  and  that  which  was  writteu  was  Afene,  Theleel,  Phares  ;  the  interpre- 
tation whereof  is  this,  as  there  it  appcareth :  Mrne,  God  hath  numbered  this  king- 
dom and  brought  it  to  an  end :  Thekel,  Thou  art  weighed  in  a  balance,  and  art  found 
too  light :  Phares,  Thy  kingdom  is  dealt  in  parts,  and  given  to  the  Modes  and 
Persians."  The  very  selfsame  night  was  Bclthazzar,  the  king  of  the  Chaldces, 
slain,  and  Darius  succeeded  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Modes;  the  monarchy  of 
the  Assyrians  being  then  translated  unto  the  Medes.  Whereby  it  appeareth, 
that  those  things  which  are  offered  up  to  the  church,  belong  to  God,  and  are  so 
dedicated  to  him  that  no  layman  may  use  them ;  which  it  they  do,  they  must 
look  to  receive  vengeance  at  God's  hand,  as  Bclthazzar  did. 

These  things  now  ended,  I  will  argue  out  the  lord  Peter's  theme,  which  was, 
"  Give  unto  the  emperor,  that  is  the  emperor's;  and  unto  God,  that  is  God's." 
But  tliis  jurisdiction,  which,  as  I  proved  before,  is  diversely  converted  to  the 
dominion  and  property  of  the  French  church,  is  now  God's,  and  therefore  to 
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be  reserved  to  and  for  him ;  wherefore,  whensoever  any  goeth  about  to  take  Bdwardi. 

away  the  same,  the  good  and  godly  ought  to  answer,  what  Ambrose  did  to  the  

Gothen  soldiers,  sent  to  him  by  the  emperor,  which  was  to  this  effect :  "  If  the  *• 
emperor,"  quoth  he,  "  had  requested  that  which  had  been  mine,  I  would  not  1307. 
have  denied  him,  albeit  that  whatsoever  I  have,  all  is  the  poor's ;  but  because  Ambrose 
he  demandeth  those  things  which  belong  to  God,  wherein  he  hath  no  right  or  <n  CJUC 
interest,  I  had  rather  he  should  imprison  me,  yea  and  cut  off  my  head,  than  obey'tho* 
condescend  to  his  request  therein:"  alluding  to  the  history  of  Naboth  [1  Kings  emperor, 
xxi.l,  in  which  is  to  be  seen  how  Naboth,  the  holy  man,  possessor  of  the  vine- 
yard, was  requested  by  the  king  to  give  up  his  vineyard ;  who  made  answer,  Naboth 
"  I  will  not  give  unto  thee  the  inheritance  of  my  fathers,"  at  which  answer  «i*nleth 
the  king  was  marvellously  offended.    "  Wherefore,  "  quoth  Ambrose,  "  if 
Naboth  would  not  deliver  his  vineyard,  shall  we  deliver  to  you  the  church  yard, 
of  Christ  I  no,  God  forbid,  that  I  should  deliver  you  Christ's  heritage.  Naboth 
did  not  deliver  the  vineyard,  nor  surely  will  I  deliver  Christ's  church."  And 
further  he  addetli  a  good  saying,  "  I  can  neither  diminish  nor  add  any  thing  to 
the  church  of  God,  for  that  I  took  not  upon  me  the  charge  of  keeping  it : 
besides  this,  it  is  my  duty  and  office  to  consult  with  the  nigh  Emperor  of 
Salvation  in  this  matter  what  is  to  be  done :  and  doubtless  I  may  not  deliver 
any  thing  to  him,  nor  yet  he  receive  any  thing  of  me."  [24  Quast.  ultimo  capite 
"  Convenior."  et  "  Qui."]  Wherefore,  by  these  and  the  like  reasons  it  appeareth, 
that  not  only  jurisdiction  spiritual,  as  the  lord  Peter  falsely  hath  suggested,  doth 
belong  to  God,  but  also,  all  other  kind  of  jurisdiction  whatsoever  touching  the 
church,  whether  it  be  by  law,  custom  or  privilege ;  insomuch  that  neither  may 
we  surrender  the  same  to  any,  nor  yet  may  the  king  at  our  hands  take  the 
same. 

Further,  the  lord  Peter  affirmed,  that  Christ,  for  example  sake,  did  pay  tri- 

"  uids  or  t 


which  is  untrue,  as  appeareth  in  Genesis  xlviiL;  for  the  lands  of  priests 
were  free  from  paying  of  all  kind  of  toll  and  tribute.    And  if  the  lord  Peter 
well  considered  Matt,  xvii.,  he  should  have  found  there,  how  that  Christ  did 
not  only  not  pay  tribute  for  example  sake,  but  rather  proved  how  he  was  not 
bound  to  pay  any  at  all.    To  conclude,  therefore,  the  children  be  free ;  but  ye 
pav,  to  avoid  slander  and  offence :  wherefore  the  text  saith  :  "  Lest  we  should 
offend  them,  go  to  the  sea,"  &c.  But  peradventure  it  may  be  answered,  that  by 
the  example  of  Christ,  to  avoid  offence,  ye  ought  to  pay.    But  this  is  untrue,  How  of- 
because  there  is  a  double  offence  of  the  weaklings  and  of  the  Pharisees :  for  as  to 
concerning  the  offence  of  the  weaklings,  which  cometh  of  ignorance  and  not  of  be  »void- 
malice,  some  things  are  to  be  omitted  for  a  time,  till  they  be  better  instructed  ;  cd. 
as  the  apostle  saith  in  Romans  xiv.    But  as  concerning  the  offence  of  the 
Pharisees,  who  commit  and  offend  of  a  pretenced  malice,  there  is  nothing  to  be 
omitted,  as  Christ  saith  in  Matt.  xvi. ;  to  whom  his  disciples  saying,  "  Do  you 
not  know  how  that  the  Pharisees  hearing  this  word  are  offended  I"  he  answered 
them,  "  Behold,  suffer  them,  they  ore  blind,  and  leaders  of  the  blind  ;"  for 
that  in  the  time  of  Christ,  the  offence  then  was  of  little  ones :  but  now  is  the 
offence  of  the  Pharisees ;  wherefore,  then  it  was  to  be  suffered  for  avoiding  of 
offence,  but  now  not  so.    Now  therefore  it 
the  fear  of  God  consisteth  in  the  complete 
who  hath  such  fear  whereby  he  restored 

Eccles.  xv. :  "  The  seed  of  the  man  that  feareth  God  shall  be  brought  to  honour : 
but  the  seed  which  transgresseth  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
shamed."  And  thus  it  fully  appeareth,  how  loving  fear  and  obedience  is  due 
unto  God,  for  the  excellency  of  his  majesty ;  because  the  words  be,  "  Fear 
God." 

Secondly,  I  do  say,  that  especial  honour  and  reverence  are  due  unto  the  king,  Honour 
for  his  dignity's  sake;  which  followeth  in  the  theme.  Now  it  is  said,  «  Honour  oMhe 
the  king:"  I  will  allege  Ecclesiastes  x. ;  where  it  is  specified,  "  In  the  midst  of 
the  brethren  the  ruler  is  holden  in  honour  among  them  ;"  wherefore  it  seemeth  Two 


i  it  was  to  no  sunereu  ior  avounng  01 
it  is  apparent  that  the  third  token  of  Third 
te  true  restoring  of  goods:  and  of  him 
ed  to  God  his  own,  it  is  spoken  in  of 


to  me  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  honours,  one  which  proceedeth  from  the  lips,  JJJjjJ 
and  that  is  named  flattery,  wherefore  it  is  spoken  in  Matt,  xvii.;  "  This  people 
doth  honour  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me."  Double 


another  kind  of  honour  which  is  real,  and  cometh  from  the  heart;  and  this  is  vlthl|' 
the  very  true  honour  indeed,  wherewith  the  king  ought  to  be  honoured.    But  and  with 
me  thinketh,  that  he  doth  really,  and  de  facto  in  very  deed  honour  the  king,  heart. 
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SJtaril.  who  wisheth  and  counselleth  him  to  keep  and  do  those  thing*  whereby  his 

 dominion  is  beloved,  his  royalty  not  diminished,  his  honour  and  We  preserved, 

A-  and  his  conscience  not  burdened ;  and  he  that  persuadeth  him  contrary  to  these, 
1307.  J  think  doth  not  honour  the  king. 

To  proceed  therefore  further ;  I  say  first,  that  he  doth  de  facto  honour  the 
king,  who  persuadeth  him  those  things  whereby  he  may  be  beloved  of  his 
A  prince  subjects:  for  a  prince  ought  to  study  rather  to  be  beloved  than  feared.  And 
rntiier  to  what  greater  treasure  can  a  prince  wish,  than  to  have  the  hearts  of  his  subjects? 
j£»n>veU  according  to  the  saying  of  Seneca,1  "  The  love  of  the  citizens  is  a  fortress 
feared  invincible,  and  a  bulwark  not  saultable."  What  thing  is  more  to  be  wished  for, 
a  »en-  what  is  better  than  to  live  and  reign,  every  man  willing  and  rejoicing  thereof? 
icncc.  m  my  0pinion,  there  is  nothing  which  causeth  a  prince  more  to  be 

beloved,  than  if  he  keep  and  maintain  his  ancient  liberties,  and  bring  in  no 
alteration ;  wherefore  it  is  said  [Prov.  xxii.],  "  Thou  shalt  not  remove  the 
landmarks  which  thy  fore-elders  nave  set"  This  place  the  lord  Peter  alleged 
to  make  for  himself,  which  I  will  prove  to  make  against  him,  and  that  by  this 
reason,  ye  ought  not  to  transgress  the  old  limits  and  bounds  which  the  fathers 
have  set,  for  novelty  and  alteration  doth  engender  discord;  and  for  this  cause, 
In  alters-  in  making  of  new  alterations  there  ought  to  be  both  evident  utility,  and  urgent 
t  u,n.  what  necessity.  If,  therefore,  the  prince  will  abrogate  and  take  away  the  liberties 
iidercd""  granted  by  his  forefathers  and  predecessors,  he  shall  not  be"  of  his  realm 
beloved;  as  it  appcareth  by  Rehoboam.  [1  Kings  xi.]  All  this,  likewise,  is  to 
be  seen  in  the  Chronicles,  how  that  by  these  means  many  kingdoms  and 
dominions  were  translated  from  nation  to  nation,  and  from  their  own  native 
regiment  to  the  rule  of  strange  people.  And  now  for  this  time,  certain  it  is, 
that  your  grand  predecessors  Charlemagne,  St.  Louis,  Philip  the  Fair,  Louis 
and  Philip  his  sons,  with  many  others,  have  sealed  and  confirmed  this  liberty 
of  the  church.  Wherefore  for  a  man  to  counsel  and  persuade  your  highness 
to  spoil  the  church  of  any  thing,  it  is  even  the  next  way  to  spoil  and  undo 
yourself,  and  bereave  you  of  that  by  which  your  dominion  is  beloved ;  and  for 
this  cause  I  thought  good  to  put  your  grace  in  remembrance  of  1  Mac.  ii.  51, 
where  it  is  written,  "  Remember  the  works  of  your  forefathers,  which  they 
have  done  in  their  generations,  and  you  shall  receive  great  glory  and  renown 
for  ever."  Note  here,  your  highness,  by  the  way,  how  king  Pnilip,  grandfather 
to  St.  Louis,  fostered  and  kept  in  his  realm  St  Thomas,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury ;  who,  because  he  stoutly  defended  the  liberties  of  his  church,  was  banished 
out  of  England;  how  much  more,  therefore,  are  you  bound  to  defend  and 
maintain  your  own  prelates  in  their  liberties  ratified  and  confirmed  by  your 
grace  s  predecessors,  according  to  the  saying  of  Gregory  [25  Quaest  cap.  "Si."] 
"  If  I  should  destroy  and  pull  down  those  tilings  which  my  predecessors  have 
built  and  ordained,  I  should  not  be  called  a  builder  and  maker,  but  justly 
accounted  a  stroy-good  and  puller  down,  as  the  voice  of  the  Lord  sailh,  4  Every 
kingdom  divided  within  itself  shall  be  confounded.'  All  knowledge  and 
learning  divided  one  against  the  other,  shall  be  destroyed."  In  another  place 
he  sait  h,  "  It  is  oversharp,  and  against  all  good  manner  and  civility,  upon  what 
reason  and  excuse  soever,  to  break  and  subvert  those  things  which  are  well 
ordained  ;  or,  by  his  example,  to  teach  others  at  their  pleasures  to  dissolve  old 
Mark  constitutions."  Mark  here  a  story  about  a  castle  which  was  given  to  St  Remige, 
fable*  *°r  ^e  cnurch  8  U8C»  Clovis  the  king,  wliich  king  Pepin  afterwards  desired 
to  have  by  exchange  and  recovery  ;  to  whom  the  said  St  Remige  appeared  in 
his  dream,  and  highly  blamed  him  for  it,  saying,  "  A  better  mail  than  thou 
gave  it  me,  and  vet  wilt  thou  take  it  away  from  me?"  And  with  that  he 
smote  him,  who  the  next  day  was  found  all  black ;  since  wliich  time,  no  king 
of  France  durst  even  lie  in  that  castle.  Verily  therefore,  he  doth  not  honour 
the  king,  who  givelh  him  counsel  to  pass  the  old  limits  that  his  old  fathers 
did  set;  yea,  rather  the  king's  majesty  ought  to  say  unto  them,  that  which  is 
written  in  John  viii.,  '<  I  do  honour  and  glorify  my  father;  "  that  is,  in  keeping 
the  liberties  of  the  church,  as  they  did  which  granted  them  :  "  but  you  have 
dishonoured  me,"  in  counselling  me  that  which  seemeth  best  to  please  your- 
selves, as  it  is  written  in  Ecclcsiastes  iv.,  "  The  worslu'p  of  a  man's  father  is  his 
own  worship,  and  where  the  father  is  without  honour,  it  is  the  dishonour  of 
the  son." 


1)  Seneca  de  Clemen  tia  ad  N« 
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Secondly,  1  aay,  that  he  truly  doth  honour  the  king,  who  counsclleth  him,  Bdmmtdl. 

whereby  his  power  and  dignity  are  not  diminished;  for  as  it  is  great  honour  to  

the  king's  highness  to  increase  and  augment  his  power,  so  is  it  as  much  dis-  A.  D. 
honour  for  him  to  diminish  any  jot  thereof;  and  therefore  the  emperors  were  1307. 
wont  to  call  themselves  victorious,  in  augmenting  and  increasing  their  com- 
monwealth. And  to  say  that  you  and  your  predecessors  could  not  grant  these 
things  to  the  church,  it  were  too,  too  absurd,  and  to  the  too  much  derogation 
of  your  majesty's  most  honourable  estate.  And  therefore  for  you,  most  sove- 
reign lord,  who  hold  and  possess  such  ample  right  and  title  in  the  realm  of 
France,  both  by  election  and  inheritance,  not  to  grant  and  leave  this  to  your 
posterity,  it  were  to  the  great  debasing  of  your  majesty's  honour,  crown,  and 
dignity.  Yea,  if  it  were  (as  God  forbid),  it  would  follow,  that  your  predeces- 
sors lived  continually  in  sin  ;  yea,  and  farther,  it  were  as  much  to  say  (which 
were  too  vile)  that  blessed  St  Louis  by  whom  all  France  is  beautified,  could 
not  be  justly  canonized.  For  as  the  lord  speaker  declared,  if  he  took  his  oath 
at  his  coronation  both  to  alienate  nothing,  and  also  to  call  in  that  which  was 
before  alienated,  which  is  inseparable  from  the  crown,  it  should  follow  that  he 
was  foresworn,  and  consequently  committed  deadly  sin,  and  so  could  never  be 
canonized,  which  is  too,  too  absurd  to  be  talked  of.  And  if  reply  be  made, 
that  he  might  have  repented ;  it  is  soon  to  be  answered,  that  his  sin  is  read 
of,  but  of  his  repentance  it  is  not  found,  as  it  is  said  of  Solomon.  But  put  the 
case  that  it  be  true  what  the  lord  Peter  said,  then  it  must  needs  follow,  that 
your  grace  could  bestow  nothing,  neither  country,  town,  nor  tower;  aud  yet 
there  De  few  who  willingly  would  not  receive  them,  notwithstanding  their 
allegiance  and  homage,  which  they  pretend  to  your  highness.  Keep,  therefore, 
and  confirm,  most  renowned  prince!  that  which  was  granted  by  your  noble 
progenitors,  otherwise  your  royal  honour  shall  decrease  ;  that  it  may  be  verified 
in  you  which  is  read  of  in  Romans  xi.,  "  I  will  honour  my  ministry." 

Thirdly,  I  do  affirm,  that  he  rightly  honoureth  the  king,  who  persuadeth  him  who  ho- 
to  that  whereby  his  honour  and  renown  is  preserved.  For,  in  matters  of  weight  nourcih 
and  of  great  importance,  next  after  conscience  we  must  have  regard  to  name  kin* 
and  fame,  as  it  is  written  in  Proverbs  xxii.,  "  It  is  better  to  have  a  good  name 
than  riches."  A  good  name  far  surpasseth  all  things,  and  is  above  silver  and 
gold ;  and  St.  Augustine  saith,  "  Two  things  are  necessary  for  thee,  conscience  Con- 
and  name  ;  conscience  for  God,  and  name  for  thy  neighbour ;  and  therefore  it  J^"^ 
is  written  in  Eccleaiastes  iv.,  "  Labour  to  get  a  good  name,  for  that  will  con-  name 
tinue  surer  by  thee  than  many  great  treasures  of  gold."  A  good  life  hath  a 
number  of  days.  That  renown  and  name  the  Lord,  who  anointed  your  grace 
with  the  oil  of  gladness,  hath  in  a  very  little  time  more  abundantly  blessed 
you  with,  than  any  other  prince;  wherefore  you  ought  to  be  more  vigilant 
and  careful  how  still  to  keep  and  enjoy  the  same,  for  it  is  no  less  virtue 
to  keep  that  which  is  gotten,  than  to  seek  and  get ;  whereby  not  only  while 
you  live,  but  also  when  you  are  dead,  your  glorious  renown  may  live  for  ever; 
yea  and  further,  that  by  you  nothing  be  done,  whereby  any  blot  or  soil  should 
creep  into  that  your  so  great  renown,  applying  that  to  your  grace  which  is  said 
in  Proverbs  x.,  "  The  memorial  of  the  just  shall  have  good  report,"  &c.  Beware 
therefore,  most  noble  prince,  and  take  heed  that  in  your  days  and  time,  the 
liberties  of  the  church  be  not  taken  away  (which  God* forbid)  or  diminished  in 
any  jot ;  for  if  your  glorious  name  should  be  blotted  therewith,  there  be  thou- 
sands who  would  chronicle  the  same  to  perpetual  memory.  Wherefore,  most 
christian  prince,  if  such  as  trusted  after  their  death  for  no  other  life,  but  only 
for  fame  and  renown,  lived  a  life  most  godly  and  virtuous,  how  much  more 
ought  we  Christians,  who  look  after  another  life,  by  our  well-doings  here,  to  win 
us  a  perpetual  name  and  memory  after  our  death  ?  And  you  besides,  if  you 
should  dishonour  your  name  and  fame,  what  a  matter  were  it,  considering  how 
the  kings  of  France  were  ever  counted  the  most  christian  princes,  and  most 
bountiful  towards  the  church,  giving  examples  to  other  princes  how  to  enrich 
their  churches  and  the  liberties  thereof.  And  now  especially,  if  your  grace,  the 
church  in  some  places  being  in  great  persecution,  should  (which  God  forbid), 
show  light  to  others  to  pull  and  take  away  that  which  was  given  by  your 
forefathers  to  the  church,  what  might  the  world  say  ?  For  then  for  the  like 
reason  might  the  emperor  deprive  the  church  of  all  which  was  given  to  it  by 
Constantine  the  emperor.    Also  other  kings  would  do  the  like  in  their  realms. 
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God  forbid  that  your  highness  should  give  such  example !  And,  for  my  part, 
I  would  rather  wish  myself  to  be  dead,  than  give  you  such  counsel,  that  in  so 
A.  L>.  pernicious  and  naughty  a  matter  you  should  be  example  to  others  ;  especially, 
1'*07-  when  the  kings  of  France,  your  predecessors,  were  defenders  always  against 
such  as  went  about  to  take  away  the  liberties  from  the  church,  which  is  the 
office  of  a  king.  Hieronymus  saith  upon  Jeremy  [see  also  in  the  24  QuaesL 
5.  cap.  "  Regnum"et  cap.  "  Princeps '1,  after  this  manner:  "  Let  the  prince*  of 
the  world  know  and  understand,  how  they  are  bound  to  make  an  account  to  God 
for  the  church  which  they  take  upon  them  to  keep."  Note  you  also,  and  read 
some  examples  out  of  stories  and  commentaries,  what  regard  the  kings  of 
France  had  in  observing  those  things ;  and  see  you  by  their  example,  to  follow 
and  do  the  like ;  and  then  shall  it  be  verified  in  your  grace  which  is  written  in 
Ecclesiastes  xxxvii.,  "  A  wise  man  shall  obtain  honour  amongst  his  people : " 
as  also  in  chap.  UL:  ■  He  that  honoureth  his  mother,  is  like  one  that  gathereth 
treasure  together." 

The  Fourthly,  I  say,  that  he  indeed  doth  honour  the  king,  who  persuadeth  him 

fourth  to  do  that  whereby  his  conscience  is  not  hurt.  For,  above  all  things,  a  christian 
man  ought  to  beware  how  he  do  that  thing,  which  should  be  a  grudge  unto  his 
conscience,  because  "  the  life  is  more  than  is  meat"  [Matt  vi.'j  And  assuredly  I 
believe,  that  your  grace  would  not  commit  that  thing  willingly,  wherewith  your 
conscience  should  be  burdened,  for  all  the  world's  good,  ana  that  justly ;  for  the 
more  miraculously  God  hath  called  your  highness  to  the  state  of  a  lung,  and 
hath  endued  you  with  his  grace,  so  much  the  more  care  ought  you  to  have,  and 
take  heed  that  you  offend  him  not  Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  whether  in  doing 
the  contrary,  he  will  not  be  the  more  grievously  displeased  with  you,  as  he  was 
with  Saul.  [1  Sam.  xv.]  Consider,  therefore,  most  sovereign  lord,  that  at  what 
time  you  were  crowned,  you  sware  only  these  things  following,  and  no  others. 
First,  that  you  would  defend  and  maintain  the  canonical  law,  privilege,  and 
justice,  granted  to  the  bishops  and  the  church,  and,  as  much  as  in  you  did  lie,  to 
enlarge  and  amplify  the  same:  also,  that  by  your  arbitrament  all  christian 
people,  at  all  times,  should  keep  the  true  peace  of  God  and  his  church  :  also,  that 
you  should  forbid  to  all  nations  all  kind  of  sacrilege,  spoilings,  and  iniquities : 
also,  that  in  all  kind  of  judgments,  you  should  will  and  command  equity  and 
mercy :  also,  that  throughout  your  whole  territory  and  jurisdiction,  you  should 
sincerely,  with  all  vour  endeavour,  study  to  exterminate,  and  cut  on  from  the 
church  the  noted  heretics :  all  which,  and  no  other,  your  majesty  swore  to 
fulfil,  at  the  time  of  your  coronation,  under  the  leave  and  correction  of  the  lord 
Peter,  who  affirmed  you  were  sworn  to  something  else.  Now  therefore,  seeing 
it  is  a  canonical  privilege  of  the  church,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  whole  (Cano.  6. 
q.  I.  "Quicunquc  litem  habens")  incorporate;  when  also,  by  custom  which  is 
canonical,  it  came  in,  that  the  church  and  spirituality,  may  have  cognition  in  a 
number  of  cases,  against  which  divers  articles  have  been  here  laid  in :  if  tins 
amongst  the  laity  should  not  be  observed  in  the  church,  your  grace's  conscience 
thereby  might  be  somewhat  burdened.  In  like  manner,  if  you  be  bound  with  all 
your  whole  might  and  power  to  procure,  that  the  whole  of  Christendom  should 
keep  the  true  peace  of  God  and  his  church,  much  more  have  you  to  procure 
the  same  amongst  your  own  barons  and  people,  who  evermore  were  all  one  with 
the  church.  And  as  always,  where  any  church  was  in  honour  and  estimation, 
there  were  belonging  to  it  twenty  stout  barons  and  knights,  whose  office,  as  it 
was  to  defend  the  church ;  so  was  it  the  part  of  the  church  to  prav  for  thorn, 
and  to  offer  sacrifice  for  them  unto  God.  And  to  this  end  it  was  that  blessed 
St  Louis  so  much  laboured  in  his  time ;  who,  when  the  greatest  barons  of  his 
realm  had  confederated  to  suppress  these  liberties  of  the  church,  and  had 
consulted  to  give  him,  to  that  end,  the  hundredth  part  of  their  goods,  would 
never  condescend  thereunto,  but  always  dissuaded  them  therefrom ;  and,  finally, 
by  his  authority  sealed  and  confirmed  these  liberties  of  the  church.  Consider 
here,  your  majesty,  how  pope  Innocent  at  that  time  proceeded  against  those 
barons.  I  dare  be  bold  to  say,  that  if  there  should  be  now  dissension  between 
the  prelates  and  barons,  it  woidd  not  be  long  before  the  commonalty  would 
usurp  to  rule  and  bear  domination  ;  as  by  experience  it  hath  been  seen  In  many 
places,  and,  likewise,  by  practice  we  of  Lite  time  might  have  seen,  at  what 
time  the  people  stomaching  the  spiritualty  in  the  parts  of  Campania  und  Bur- 
gundy, at  last  rose,  and  made  in  every  town  a  king ;  and  therewithal 
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the  officers,  who  brought  citations  and  absolutions  from  the  pope  and  other,  to 
be  well  banged ;  and  not  long  after,  made  insurrection  against  the  lord's 


and  served  thein  with  the  like  sauce;  until  by  the  kings  power  they   A.  D. 
were  suppressed,  and  many  of  them  hanged.    And  this  doubtless  was  in  the 
days  of  Louis,  the  last  king  of  that  name.    Truly  the  noblemen  ought  not  to  be  Arg.  By 
grieved  with  that  of  which  the  church  is  possessed,  for  that  there  be  few  of  them  tl"" 
who  have  not  their  brothers  and  kinsfolks  who  live  and  are  maintained  by  the  o"*!,""* 
goods  and  revenues  of  the  church  ;  amongst  whom  if  they  should  divide  their  church 
inheritance,  perhaps  they  would  bring  little  or  nothing  at  all.    Let  the  barons  jj1^1  >  J^j 
also  consider,  how  there  are  but  few  who  believe  not  in  the  church ;  for  the  ktatvm 
church  is  one,  as  in  Canticles  vi.,  "  My  dove  and  darling  is  one."    Where-  °f  the 
fore  without  great  peril  of  transgression  can  they  not  persuade  and  counsel  such  {J"^" 
liberties  of  the  church  to  be  abrogated  and  taken  away.  uinni. 

That  therefore  your  majesty's  conscience  may  remain  pure  and  immaculate,  Ergo,  ^ 
may  it  please  your  highness,  by  your  authority,  to  seal  and  confirm  this  good,  »c»tmt>**' 
ancient,  and  canonical  privilege ;  and  contrary  attempts,  if  any  be  made  by  way  not  to  be 
of  proclamation  or  otherwise,  to  revoke  and  call  in ;  and  further,  to  keep  your  f£}fcrt'<i* 
mother,  the  church  of  France,  in  her  ancient  free  choice,  liberty  and  customs ;  in  the 
and  then  by  you,  in  all  things,  God  shall  be  glorified  and  honoured ;  to  whom  *JJ* 
be  honour  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever :  Amen.    Who  then  will  honour  you,  as  our  filitj, 
is  said,  11  Whosoever  shall  honour  me,  1  will  crown  him  with  that  glory,  in 
which  consisteth  the  true  honour,  and  is  granted  to  none  unworthy ;'  where- 
un t<<,  also,  none  is  admitted  but  who  is  worthy,  as  blessed  St.  Austin  saith ; 
which  honour  grant  he  unto  you  and  us,  who  is  blessed  world  without  end : 
Amen.    And  because  a  bill  of  many  articles  has  been  exhibited,  whereof  part  To  the 
doth  infringe  the  whole  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  to  the  defence  thereof  we  will,  Jjjjj^ 
according  to  Ecclesiasticus  iv.,  stand  even  to  the  death,  where  it  is  said,  "  For  exhibit- 
tin  truth  strive  thou  unto  the  death,  and  God  shall  fight  for  thee  against  thine  ed. 
enemies :"  some  other  of  them  containing  only  alleged  abuses  (of  which  we 
believe  none  such  to  be),  but  if  there  be,  we  will  see  redress  therein :  therefore, 
for  the  honour  of  God,  for  the  unburdening  of  our  consciences,  for  the  king's 
majesty's  reverence,  and  for  the  people's  profit  and  peace,  all  we  here  assembled 
have  concluded  to  see  remedy,  that  the  aforesaid  abuses,  if  any  such  be,  shall 
be  avoided,  to  the  quietness  of  the  people,  and  praise  of  Almighty  God.  To 
whom  be  honour  and  glory,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Another  Sitting  of  the  Parliament. 

On  the  Friday  following,  being  December  twenty-nine,  the  prelates  assembled 
themselves  again  together  at  Uie  king's  palace  in  Paris,  where  the  reverend 
father,  the  lord  Peter  Bertrand,  by  God  s  permission  bishop  of  Edven,  spake 
openly  there  before  the  king,  sitting  with  his  counsellors  and  barons  about  him ; 
taking  for  his  theme  that  which  is  written  in  Genesis  xviii.,  "  O  Lord  be  not  BUhop  of 
angry  that  I  speak  yet  more,"  &c,  which  he  applied  to  this  end :  That  for  the  ^J,^"|h^ 
majesty  of  the  king,  the  prudency  of  his  council,  and  the  insufficiency  of  himself 
(considering  the  weighliness  of  tne  cause)  he  trembled  and  was  afraid  to  speak ; 
yet  nevertheless,  trusting  upon  his  accustomed  clemency,  he  took  to  him  bold- 
ness, and  presumed  to  attempt  that  which  was  appointed  for  him  by  the 
prelates,  beginning  with  the  ninetieth  Psalm :  "  Lord  thou  art  our  refuge,"  &c. 
This  he  prosecuted  in  extolling  the  king's  person,  and  his  miraculous  attaining 
to  the  crown  of  France ;  preaching,  further,  how  he  ought  to  be  the  champion 
and  defender  of  the  faith :  all  which  he  proved  in  few  words,  by  many  reasons 
and  authorities. 

He  afterwards  touched  upon  those  propositions  which  were  propounded  by 
the  aforesaid  lord  Peter  de  Cugneriis,  and  for  no  other  cause,  as  he  protested, 
but  only  to  inform  the  conscience  of  his  sovereign  lord  and  king,  and  to  advise 
his  grace  concerning  the  same ;  not  going  about  to  make  any  final  judgment, 
determination,  or  answer,  whereby  either  sentence,  order,  statute,  right  to  any 
man,  or  other  process,  might  ensue  or  be  grounded.  And  namely,  the  com- 
mencement of  the  theme  of  the  lord  Peter,  where  he  affirmed  that  the  words 
M  Render  unto  the  emperor  what  is  the  emperor's,  and  unto  God  what  is  his" 
[Mark  xii.],  signified  the  obedience  and  subjection  to  the  king,  with  the  diffe- 
of  the  spiritualty  from  the  temporally ;  whereof  die  first  member  was 
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Sdieardi.  proved  by  a  text  in  Peter  [1  Pet  ii.],  where  it  is  said,  "  Be  ye  subject  to  eTery 

 human  creature,"  &c. ;  also  by  the  cap.  "  Solite,  extra  de  majo.  et  ob."  and  by 

A.  D.  the  c.  "  Novit  extra,  de  judiciis ;"  cap.  "  de  sacerdotibus"  10.  q.  1.,  with  the  notes 
130"-  about  the  same.  Moreover,  he  touched  upon  the  distinction  of  both  jurisdic- 
tions, whereof  the  lord  Peter  proved  the  temporal  to  pertain  to  secular  men,  the 
spiritual  to  the  clergy,  by  the  words  of  our  Saviour  Christ  [Luke  xxii.],  where 
he  said,  "  Behold  two  swords."  Also  for  that  Christ  did  pay  tribute ;  teaching 
thereby,  how  that  the  temporalties  were  to  be  reserved  to  the  temporal  men  [Matt, 
xvii.  27],  a.  ca.  "  Si  tribut"  ca.  "  Magnum."  In  like  manner,  no  touched  upon 
the  law  of  Justinian,  where  it  is  written,  that  two  great  gifts  were  ordained 
and  granted  of  God,  a  bishopric  and  a  kingdom :  the  first  to  bear  rule  over  God's 
matters,  the  other  over  worldly  things,  Sec. ;  and,  moreover,  that  these  two  be  the 
cases  which  in  no  wise  could  be  altered  or  changed  [Prov.  xx.],  de  Tion  mo. 
lib.  1.  et  ult.  :  and  where  it  is  affirmed  also,  that  of  such  princely  right  the  king 
could  not  abrogate  and  deprive  himself ;  for  that  it  was  imprescriptible,  apper- 
taining to  the  crown  and  his  regal  seat,  considering  how  he  took  his  oath  at  the 
time  of  his  coronation,  not  only  not  to  break  or  alienate  the  laws  of  his  realm, 
but  also  to  restore  and  revoke  such  as  were  broken  and  alienated. 

To  these  reasons  it  was  answered,  that  the  jurisdiction  and  determination  of 
civil  causes  (about  which  the  controversy  then  was)  belonged  to  the  church, 
both  by  Goa "s  law  and  man's  law.  By  God's  law  it  was  proved,  even  from 
Adam's  time  to  Christ's  coming ;  [per  Innoc.  ca.  "  licet  extra  de  foro,  compe. ;"] 
and  from  Christ's  coming,  to  Peter's  time  and  his  successors,  [22  di.  c.  "  omnes 
patriarchs,"  Matthew  xvi.]  But  how  the  church,  in  the  realms  of  catholic 
princes,  attained  unto  the  right  and  interest  which  at  this  present  it  doth  enjoy, 
the  law  proveth,  [2  q.  ca.  5.  "  Si  quis  Presbyter."  11  q.  1.  "  Relatuni."  25  dist. 
"  Ecce  ; ']  which  also  is  confirmed  by  the  emperors  in  the  body  of  the  law  [ff.  3. 
"Si  causam."  col.  9.  23.  q.  ult.  c.  "his,  ct  a  quibus."] 

The  canon  furthermore  tcacheth,  how  that  St  Peter  commanded  all  the 
princes  of  the  earth,  and  others,  to  obey  and  give  place  to  the  bishops  :  c.  "  om- 
nes, extra  de  major,  et  ob."  16.  dist  "duo  sunt;  wherefore  it  was  concluded, 
that  in  no  wise  this  right  is  to  be  separated  and  taken  away  from  the  church. 
And  albeit  hi  the  realms  of  tyrannous  princes,  this  state  of  the  church  is  vio- 
lated and  not  kept  vet  in  this  blessed  realm  of  France  it  hath  been  always, 
even  to  these  days,  duly  observed:  c.  novit  extra,  de  "judiciis."  This  jurisdiction 
the  laws  of  Theodosius  the  emperor,  and  Charlemagne,  have  also  confirmed : 
[extra,  de  judiciis.  c.  "  nonne.  alL"  1 1.  q.  1 .  "  quscunque,"  etc.  fe.  jurisdictio.  c. 
"  expresse  ;"]  where  it  is  mentioned,  that  the  same  Charlemagne,  king  of  France 
and  emperor,  especially  constituted  the  said  law.  And  likewise  to  speak  of 
customs,  it  hath  been  known  from  time  out  of  mind,  that  the  same  hath  be- 
longed to  the  church  of  France ;  he,  therefore,  who  shall  go  about  to  violate 
this  law,  cominitteth  sacrilege  [1 1.  q.  1.  ca.  1.  et  2].  And  let  not  the  king's 
majesty  marvel,  if  in  this  most  noble  realm  of  France  this  prerogative  be  due 
unto  the  church  ;  as  hereby  his  power  and  nobility  is  beautified.  Anth.  ut. 
ind.  sine  quoquo  suffra.  fi.  in  principio,  col.  2. 

Besides  this,  our  sovereign  lord  and  king,  at  the  time  he  was  crowned,  was 
sworn  by  the  evangelists  to  keep  and  observe  this  canonical  privilege  of  the 
church.  Further,  the  barons,  who  in  a  manner  are  all  sworn  to  the  church, 
swore  fidelity  to  the  same ;  by  which  oath  of  fidelity  they  arc  bound  to  keep 
these  liberties  and  rites  of  the  church.  When,  therefore,  every  oath  which 
tendeth  not  to  the  perdition  of  the  soul,  is  to  be  kept  ■  fortiori  that  oath,  which 
is  taken  in  favour  of  the  church,  is  much  more  to  be  observed :  c.  "  Si  vero  extra 
de  jure  jurando,"  22.  qiuest  4.  c.  ult  Besides  this  blessed  Louis  Philip  of 
Arragon,  Philip  the  Fair,  Louis,  Charlemagne,  and  Philip,  confirmed  these 
privileges,  customs,  and  liberties  of  the  church,  who  all  were  sworn  at  their 
coronations,  as  before,  See. 

These  things  considered,  who  can  advise  the  king's  majesty,  without 
damning  of  his  own  soul,  contrary  to  these  liberties  granted,  and  so  confirmed 
to  the  church  ?  To  him  belongeth  great  reward,  whosoever  bestoweth  any  thing 
upon  the  church  [Antho.  de  non  alie.  ac  pennut  re.  ecce :  ss.  "  si  minis,"  col.  3] : 
neither  maketh  it  against  us,  where  it  is  said,  that  there  are  two  swords,  Sec. ; 
neither  yet  doth  the  distinction  between  the  bishopric  and  kingdom,  because  it 
is  true  that  there  are  two  swords,  the  power  whereof  is  left  to  the  church's 
hand,  although  the  execution  of  the  material  sword  is  committed  to  the 
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tcmpora'  and  aectilar  men  [Matt,  xrvi.],  where  Christ  saith  to  Peter,  "  Convert  Rduardi. 

and  put  up  the  sword  into  the  place."    But  as  touching  the  distinction  betwixt  — — 

the  bishopric  and  kingdom,  indeed  it  is  true  as  much  as  appertained)  to  the   A.  D. 
end,  and  to  the  execution  of  blood,  but  not  concerning  the  beginning  and  sub-  1307. 
jecl:  for  that  in  one  subject,  both  the  powers  are,  may  be,  and  ought  to  be;  as  " 
is  before  proved. 

To  that  point,  where  it  is  said,  that  Christ  paid  tribute,  it  is  answered,  that  Why 
he  paid  it,  not  because  he  ought,  or  was  bound  thereunto,  because  it  is  certainU  2§j£, 
true,  that  the  sons  of  the  king  (as  he  wns)  ought  not  to  pay,  but  that  he  did  0Uie. 
this  to  avoid  offence;  yea  also  that  the  clergy  arc  not  bound  hereunto  [Esdra  1. 
et  ult.  ] ;  wherefore,  such  things  do  not  infer  a  consequence.  Neither  yet  maketh 
that  against  us,  where  it  is  said,  that  the  king  our  sovereign  lord  and  master 
cannot  abdicate  from  himself  this  right,  especially  for  that  he  was  sworn  there- 
unto at  the  time  of  his  coronation,  &c. ;  for  it  is  answered,  that  he  may  well 
abdicate  the  same.  And  how  doth  he  abdicate  that  from  himself,  which  he 
givcth  and  bestoweth  to  God  and  the  church  ?  The  land  is  the  Lord's,  and 
doubtless  to  give,  is  nothing  else  but  to  render  to  God  and  the  church  their 
own ;  for  then,  by  that  reason,  the  gift  given  to  the  church  by  Constantine  is 
nought  and  nothing  worth,  which  is  false ;  and  this  is  proved  16  dist.  ca.  Const, 
whereby  it  appeareth  that  an  emperor  and  king  may  alienate  things  of  the 
empire  (ff.  de  legatis  i.  1.  apud  Julianum  ss.  ult),  and  yet  thereby  the  empire 
or  Kingdom  not  be  damaged,  for  that  the  thing  returneth  to  the  pristinate 
state  (ss.  de  pactis  1.  unus  ss.  pactus  35  dist  ab  exordio)  :  furthermore,  by  this 
reason  propounded,  all  the  kings  of  France  who  ever  were,  and  especially 
blessed  Louis,  should  be  spotted ;  for,  if  that  were  true,  (as  God  forbid,)  then, 
all  of  them  were  perjured  and  died  in  mortal  sin  ;  which  is  too  absurd. 

Last  of  all,  it  nurteth  not  where  it  is  said,  that  such  things  are  imprescrip- 
tible. It  is  true,  indeed,  they  cannot  by  subjects,  or  otherwise  than  by  the 
church,  be  prescribed ;  but  in'  this  cause  we  talk  not  of  subjects.  Also  seeing 
they  may  be  alienated,  they  may  be  prescribed,  especially  the  kings  thus  con- 
senting, who  have  confirmed  the  same  so  long  a  time ;  which  excludeth  all 
right  both  fiscal  and  ecclesiastical.  The  prelates,  therefore,  all  with  one  con- 
sent agree  to  and  aflirm  the  same  as  a  verity  to  be  maintained  and  defended, 
beseeching  the  king's  majesty,  their  lord,  both  for  his  soul's  health  and  the 
peace  of  the  church,  to  maintain  the  same,  and  to  keep  the  liberties  of  the 
church ;  desiring  him  to  consider  what  commodity  daily  he  receiveth  by  the 
church,  and  that  his  church  never  failed  him  yet,  when*  he  had  needed  help  of 
the  laity ;  showing  the  dangers  and  examples  of  those  who  did  to  the  contrary. 
Furthermore,  he  beseecheth  his  highness  to  weigh  how  entirely  his  lord  the 
pope  loveth,  and  hath  loved,  his  person  and  realm ;  affirming  that  never  any 
one  placed  in  the  seat  of  Peter,  loved  better  lus  realm,  than  Tie  doth ;  alleging 
the  text  where  it  is  said  [Bccles.  vi.],  "  Stand  in  the  multitude  of  the  priests, 
and  believe  them  with  thy  heart" 


After  this,  in  the  said  session,  the  aforesaid  bishop  of  Edven,  pro-  specui 
locutor,  urged  many  tilings  besides,  and  answered  particularly  to  the  "the" 
articles  above  specified  and  exhibited  by  the  lord  Peter  in  writing  to 
the  king  and  parliament ;  which,  because  they  touch  more  the  sub-  »<>  fc>»i'»? 
til ty  of  the  law,  and  styles  of  the  courts,  than  is  necessary  to  this  *e" 
our  history,  and  because  we  would  not  burden  the  volume  with  them, 
they  containing  no  great  profit  in  them,  we  have  here,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity,  omitted,  passing  to  the  next  sitting,  which  was  the  following 
Friday,  as  ensueth.    On  that  day  the  prelates  assembled  at  Viccnas  Another 
before  the  king,  to  hear  the  answer ;  where  the  aforesaid  lord  Peter  u^",",'1* 
de  Cugneriis,  being  prolocutor  for  the  king,  spake  on  this  wise,  taking  {J*^ 
for  his  theme,  "  f  am  peace  unto  you,  do  not  fear,"  &c. ;  which  he 
prosecuted,  admonishing  that  they  should  not  be  troubled  by  any 
thing  that  had  been  spoKcn,  as  the  intent  and  mind  of  the  sovereign 
lord  their  king  was,  to  keep  the  rights  of  the  church  and  prelates, 
which  they  had  by  law  and  by  good  and  reasonable  custom.  Here, 


Digitized  by  Google 


638 


BISHOP  EDVBKS  REPLY. 


Kdwardi.  between  the  first  and  second  conclusion,  he  went  about  to  prove,  that 
A.  D.  the  cognition  of  civil  causes  ought  not  to  appertain  to  the  church ; 
1307.  for  that  such  things  were  temporal,  and  ought  to  pertain  to  the  tem- 
porally, as  spiritual  things  to  the  spiritualty.    And  besides  his  other 
reasons,  he  alleged  the  86  dist.  cap.  "  Cum  ad  vcrum,'"  declaring  for  a 
8havii.R  truth,  that  for  this  intent  first  the  clerks"  crowns  were  shaven,  in  si<jn 
crown*.1*  that  they  should  be  free  from  all  worldlincss,  and  forsake  all  temporal 
things ;  alleging  to  that  end,  the  12,  q.  2.   Furthermore,  he  declared, 
that  the  bishops  had  cognition  in  certain  cases  expressed  by  law, 
wherefore,  these  said  cases  ministered  a  certain  rule  against  him, 
alleging  in  proof  thereof,  De  reg.  juris.  flf.  de  lega.  1. 1.  "Tide  tex- 
toris."    Also  he  affirmed,  that  by  reason  of  sin,  the  decretal  novit. 
could  not  make  for  them,  for  the  same  did  speak  of  the  king  of 
France's  state,  which  hath  no  superior,  but  in  other  persons  it  was, 
he  said,  otherwise.    These  things  thus  being  proved,  he  concluded 
by  saying,  that,  nevertheless,  their  lord  and  king  was  ready  to  hear 
the  information  of  those,  who  would  instruct  him  of  any  custom,  and 
those  customs  which  were  good  and  reasonable  he  would  observe. 

To  this  answer,  because  it  did  not  seem  to  please  and  suffice  the 
prelates,  the  bishop  of  Edven  immediately  replied  for  them  all  in 
manner  following ;  First,  commending  the  good  and  general  answer, 
he  spake  in  this  wise :  "  The  prince  of  the  people  shall  be  praised 
for  the  prudence  of  his  talk,"  commending  therewith,  as  touching  the 
former  good  general  answer  of  the  king,  his  purpose  and  talk  pro- 
pounded. But  as  concerning  the  words  of  the  lord  Peter,  which 
engendered  and  brought  darkness  and  obscurity,  and  might  give 
occasion  to  the  temporal  lords  to  break  and  infringe  the  rights  and 
customs  of  the  church,  his  answer  seemed  not  full  and  plain  to  the 
prelates.  Speaking,  moreover,  to  the  said  Peter,  he  alluded  to  the 
words  of  the  Virgin  speaking  in  the  Scripture  thus  to  her  son,  "  Why 
did  you  so  to  us  And  so  he  prosecuted  the  same,  both  marvelling 
with  himself,  and  yet  covertly  complaining  of  his  answer. 

Afterwards,  in  reply  to  those  things  which  the  lord  Peter  affirmed, 
and  first  to  the  chapter,  "Ad  verum,""  he  said,  that  it  was  before 
answered,  touching  the  division  of  the  two  jurisdictions,  that  they 
may  be  in  one  subject,  as  before  is  proved.  Neither  doth  that  weigh 
which  the  lord  Peter  said,  that  these  two  jurisdictions  could  not  be 
in  one  subject,  because  things  that  be  in  themselves  diverse,  and  be 
under  one  genus,  as  a  man  and  an  ass,  cannot  be  in  one  subject ; 
but  if  they  were  under  divers  kinds,  as  whiteness  and  sweetness  in 
milk,  they  might  be  well  in  one  subject.  It  was  answered,  that  this 
rule  was  not  true,  because  justice  and  temperance  are  two  divers 
virtues,  and  under  one  kind,  and  yet  be  in  one  subject.  Besides 
these  differing  species,  a  man  and  an  ass  be  not  compatible  in  one 
subject.  Also  to  that  which  was  spoken  concerning  the  shaving  of 
the  crown,  it  was  answered,  that  the  crown  did  betoken  rule  and 
excellency ;  and  the  shaving  did  signify,  that  they  ought  not  to  heap 
up  store  of  temporal  things,  so  as  to  apply  their  hearts  thereunto ; 
but  that  the  temporal  tilings  ought  to  be  subject  to  them,  and  not 
they  to  the  temporalty,  as  is  proved  in  the  said  chapter,  "  Duo  sunt 
genera/1  Also  as  concerning  the  thing  which  was  talked  of  "  de 
regula,"  he  answered,  that  this  maketh  for  the  church,  as  before  was 
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proved ;  yea,  also,  that  the  custom  doth  make  the  rule  for  the  church ;  Bdmrdi 
also  that  laws  in  all  kind  of  sense  do  always  except  the  custom,  and,  A  D 
therefore,  that  his  saying  makes  nothing  against  it.  1307. 

And  now  as  to  that  which  the  lord  Peter  spake  about  the  decretal 
4  novit.,'  that  the  case  was  only  one  of  the  king's  person ;  yet,  for  all 
that,  it  is  expressly  said  in  the  same  text  of  every  christian  man  :  and 
although  their  law  doth  speak  only  of  the  pope,  yet  the  same  is 
applied  to  all  bishops  in  their  diocese.  Wherefore  the  said  bishop  The 
concluded  and  beseeched  the  king,  that  it  would  please  his  grace  to  JJJJ* 
give  unto  them  a  more  plain  and  comfortable  answer,  and  tliat  they  fj^jjj^ 


might  not  depart  from  his  presence  all  pensive  and  sad,  whereby 
occasion  might  be  given  to  the  laity  to  impugn  the  rites  and  liberties 
of  the  church,  and  that  they  doubted  nothing  hereof  in  the  good 
nature  and  conscience  of  their  sovereign  lord  and  king.  In  the  end, 
it  was  answered  them,  in  the  behalf  of  the  king,  that  it  was  not  his 
mind  and  intent  to  impugn  the  customs  of  the  church. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  the  bishops  assembled  again  before  the  oemie 
king  at  Vicenas,  where  the  lord  bishop  of  Edven  repeated  their  last  Ji"* ling* 
supposition,  with  the  last  answer  made  them  in  behalf  of  the  king,  when  JjJJJJ 
the  bishop  of  Byturien  had  given  them  to  understand  how  the  king 
willed  them  not  to  fear,  as  they  should  suffer  no  hinderance  or  damage 
in  his  time ;  yea,  and  how  he  would  defend  them  in  their  rights  and 
customs,  because  it  should  not  be  said,  that  he  would  give  ensample 
to  others,  to  impugn  the  church,  assuring  them,  that  even  the  king's 
grace  willed  him  so  to  declare  unto  them.    The  said  lord  bishop  of 
Sens,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  prelates,  gave  humble  thanks  to  the 
king  for  this,  and  the  said  bishop  of  Sens  beseeched  that  such  pro- 
clamations, which  were  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction,  might  be  repealed  and  called  in.    Hereunto  the  king 
himself  answereth  with  his  own  mouth,  that  they  were  not  published 
at  his  commandment,  neither  did  he  know  of  them,  nor  ratify  them. 
Thirdly,  the  bishop  proposed,  that  those  abuses  which  the  temporalty 
complained  of,  should  be  so  ordered  and  reformed,  that  every  man 
should  be  well  contented  therewith.    Last  of  all,  he  beseeched  the 
king's  highness,  that  he  would  of  his  gracious  goodness  give  them  a 
more  comfortable  and  fuller  answer.    Then  answered  the  lord  Peter  Final 
in  the  name  of  the  king ;  that  if  the  prelates  and  bishops  would  see  ™l  p'V 
reformation  of  those  things  which  were  to  be  amended  (whereabouts  ut«^ 
he  would  take  respite  between  then  and  the  Christmas  next  following), 
his  grace  would  innovate  nothing  in  the  mean  season  :  and  that  if,  in 
the  aforesaid  space,  they  would  not  correct  and  reform  that  which 
was  amiss,  his  majesty  would  appoint  such  order  and  remedy,  as 
should  be  acceptable  both  to  God  and  his  subjects.    After  this  the 
prelates  had  leave  of  the  king  to  depart,  and  went  home.1 

And  thus  much  concerning  French  matters,  which  because  they  be 
ecclesiastical,  and  bear  with  them  some  utility  to  the  diligent  reader 
(such  as  list  to  search,  note  and  observe  the  acts  of  men,  and  the 
course  of  religion),  I  thought  here  to  place  and  adjoin  them  next  after 
the  other  contention  between  Philip  the  French  king,  and  pope 
Boniface.    Albeit  as  touching  the  perfect  keeping  of  years  and  time, 

(1)  For  the  "Brief  Recapitulation,"  tie.,  which,  in  wine  EdiUon*,  follow*  here,  see  the  foot 
notes  to  pp.  621—629  of  thii  volume.— Ed. 
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*<«arrf/.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  this  aforesaid  parliament,  thus  summoned  and 
A.  jj    commenced  against  the  French  prelates,  falling  a.d.  1329,  was  to  be 
1307.  referred  rather  to  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.,  of  whom  now 
rcmaineth  (by  the  grace  of  Christ)  in  order  of  history  to  prosecute, 
declaring  first  the  instructions  and  informations  of  his  father  given  to 
i  of  him  at  the  time  of  his  departing.   In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1307,  and 


Mwad.  the  last  year  of  the  king,  the  aforesaid  king  Edward,  in  his  journey 
a.d.i:o7.  marching  towards  Scotland,  in  the  north  fell  sick  of  the  flux,  which  in- 
creased so  fervently  upon  him,  that  he  despaired  of  life.  Wherefore 
calling  before  him  his  carls  and  barons,  he  caused  them  to  be  sworn 
that  they  should  crown  his  son  Edward  in  such  convenient  time  after 
his  death  as  they  might,  and  keep  the  land  to  his  use,  till  he  were 
Godiyie.-  crowned.  That  done,  he  called  before  him  his  son  Edward,  informing 
priwpti  and  lessoning  him  with  wholesome  precepts,  and  he  also  charged  him 
fbe>nung       divers  points  upon  his  blessing :  first,  that  he  should  be  courteous, 
prince,    gentle,  upright  in  judgment,  fair  spoken  to  all  men,  constant  in  deed 
and  word,  familiar  with  the  good;  and  especially  to  the  miserable  be 
merciful.    After  this,  he  gave  him  also  charge  not  to  be  too  hasty  in 
taking  his  crown  before  he  had  revenged  his  father's  injuries  stoutly 
The  king  against  the  Scots ;  but  that  he  should  remain  in  those  parts  to  take 
hi. "tonei  with  him  his  father's  bones,  being  well  boiled  from  the  flesh,  and  so 
fhdta""  Derag  enclosed  in  some  fit  vessel,  should  carry  them  with  him  till  he 
the  ticw  conquered  all  the  Scots  ;  saying,  "  that  so  long  as  he  had  his  fathers 
thes'wu.  bones  with  him,  none  should  overcome  him.""  Moreover,  he  willed  and 
required  him  to  love  his  brothers,  Thomas  and  Edmund ;  also  to 
Father-i  cherish  and  tender  his  mother  Margaret,  the  queen.    Over  and 
besides,  he  straightly  charged  him  upon  his  blessing  (as  he  would 
JSiSSw  avo'd  his  curse)  that  he  should  in  no  case  call  to  him  again,  or  send 
from  ia<  for  Peter  Gavcston ;  which  Peter  Gaveston  the  king  before  had 
banished  the  realm,  for  his  naughty  and  wicked  familiarity  with  his 
son  Edward,  and  for  his  seducing  of  him  with  sinister  counsel ;  for 
which  cause  he  had  both  banished  Peter  Gaveston  utterly  out  of 
the  realm,  and  also  had  put  the  said  Edward  his  son  in  prison,  and 
therefore  so  straightly  he  charged  his  son  in  nowise  to  send  for  this 
Gaveston,  or  to  have  him  in  any  case  about  him.    And  finally, 
ru«h  tow  because  he  had  conceived  in  himself  a  vow  to  return  in  his  own 
Kriw»rd:  person  to  the  Holy  Land  (which  for  his  manifold  wars  with  the 
to'becu-  Scots,  he  could  not  perform),  therefore  he  had  prepared  thirty-two 
tiieVioi   tnousand  pounds  of  silver,  for  the  sending  of  certain  soldiers  with 
oy  his  heart  unto  the  Holy  Land.    This  thing  he  required  of  his  son  to 
sec  accomplished,  so  that  the  aforesaid  money,  under  his  curse  and 
malediction,  be  not  employed  to  other  uses ;  but  these  injunctions 
and  precepts  the  disobedient  son  did  not  at  all  observe  or  keep 
after  the  decease  of  his  father.     Forsaking  and  leaving  off  the 
war  with  the  Scots,  the  son,  with  all  speed,  hasted  him  to  his  corona- 
tion.   Also  contrary  to  the  mind  of  his  nobles,  and  against  the 
precept  of  his  father,  he  sent  for  the  aforesaid  Peter  Gaveston,  and 
prodigally  bestowed  upon  him  all  that  treasure  which  his  father  had 
bequeathed  to  the  Holy  Land.    He  was,  moreover,  a  proud  despiscr 
of  his  peers  and  nobles ;  and  therefore  reigned  unfortunately,  as 
by  the  sequel  of  the  story  here  following,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  shall 
be  declared.    Thus  king  Edward,  the  first  of  that  name,  leaving 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE   REIGN  OF   EDWARD  THE  SECOND. 


641 


behind  him  tliree  sons,  Thomas  and  Edmund  by  his  third  wife,  and 

Edward  by  his  first  wife,  whom  he  had  sufficiently  thus  with  precepts  ' 

instructed,  departed  this  mortal  life,  a.d.  1807,  after  he  had  reigned  A.D. 

nearly  thirty-five  years ;  of  whom  this  epitaph  was  written  :  13Q7- 

"  Dum  viguit  rex,  et  valuit  tua  magna  potestas, 
Fraus  latuit,  pax  magna  fait,  regnavit  honcsta*." 

In  the  time  and  reign  of  this  king  many  other  things  happened, 
which  here  I  omit  to  speak  of,  as  the  long  discord  and  strife  between 
the  prior  of  Canterbury,  and  the  prior  of  Dover,  which  continued 
above  four  years,  together  with  much  wrangling  and  unquietness 
between  them.  Likewise  another  like  contention  growing  up  between 
John  Romain,  archbishop  of  York,  and  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury : 
upon  this  occasion,  that  when  John,  archbishop  of  York,  after  his 
consecration  returned  from  the  pope,  coming  to  Dover,  contrary  to 
the  inhibition  of  Canterbury,  he  passed  through  the  middle  of  Kent, 
with  his  cross  borne  up,  although  the  story  reporteth  that  he  had  the 
king's  consent  thereunto,  a.d.  1286. 

Item,  Between  Thomas,  bishop  of  Hereford,  and  John  Pecham,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  arose  another  wrangling  matter,  in  the  time 
of  this  king  ;  which  bishop  of  Hereford,  appealing  from  the  archbishop 
to  the  pope,  went  up  to  Rome,  and  on  his  journey  died.  Who  with 
less  cost  might  have  tarried  at  home,  a.d.  1282. 


EDWARD  THE  SECOND.1 

Edward  II., son  of  Edward  I.,  who  was  born,  as  is  aforesaid,  at  A.D. 
Caernarvon,  in  Wales,  after  the  departure  of  his  father,  entered  upon  I3°f- 
the  government  of  the  land,  a.d.  1807,  but  was  not  crowned  before 
the  following  year,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  Robert  Winchelsey, 
who  was  banished  by  king  Edward  I. ;  whereupon  the  king,  this  pre- 
sent year,  writcth  to  the  pope  for  the  restitution  of  the  said  arch- 
bishop, as,  by  an  ancient  law  of  the  realm,  the  coronation  of  the  king 
could  not  proceed  without  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Which 
Edward,  while  he  was  personable  in  body  and  outward  shape,  so  was  he 
in  conditions  and  evil  dispositions  much  deformed ;  as  unstcadfast  of  his 
word,  and  ready  to  disclose  secrets  of  great  counsel ;  also  refusing  the 
company  of  his  lords  and  men  of  honour ;  much  haunting  among  vil- 
lains and  vile  personages ;  and  given,  moreover,  to  overmuch  drinking, 
and  such  vices  as  thereupon  be  wont  to  ensue.    And  as  of  his  own 
nature  he  was  to  the  said  vices  disposed,  so  was  he  much  worse  by 
the  counsel  and  familiarity  of  certain  evil-disposed  persons,  as  first  of  Edward 
Peter,  or  Pierce  Gaveston  beforementioned.    Then,  after  him,  of  Jig, 
the  two  Spensers  and  others,  whose  wanton  counsel  he  following,  gave  wuiwei 
himself  to  the  appetite  and  pleasure  of  his  body,  not  ordering  his 
commonweal  by  gravity,  discretion,  and  justice ;  which  thing  caused 
first  great  variance  between  him  and  his  nobles,  so  that  shortly 
he  became  to  them  odious,  and,  in  the  end,  was  deprived  of  his 

(I)  Edition  1563.  p. 74.    Ed.  1583.  p.366.    Ed.  1596.  p.336.    Ed.  16W.  »oL  J.  p.  <16.-Eo. 
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sdiearH  kingdom.    In  the  first  year  he  took  to  wife  Isabel,  daughter  of  Philip, 

 : —  king  of  France ;  with  whom,  the  year  after,  lie  was  crowned  at 

no7  Westminster  b)'  tne  bishop  of  Winchester ;  as  Robert  Winchelsey, 
— : — -  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  had  not  returned  home,  being  still  in  exile. 
Peter  The  barons  and  lords,  however,  made  first  their  request  to  the  king 
»  wicked'  ^°  lie'cr  Gaveston  from  him,  or  else  they  would  not  consent  to 
doer  his  coronation ;  whereupon  he  was  forced  to  grant  them  at  the  next 
tS£  tbc  parliament  to  have  their  requests  accomplished,  and  so  he  was  crowned. 
In  the  mean  season  the  aforesaid  Peter  or  Pierce,  bearing  himself  of 
the  king's  favour  bold,  continued  triumphing  and  making  liglit  of  all 
other  stutes  and  nobles  of  the  realm,  so  that  he  ruled  both  the  king  and 
the  realm,  and  all  things  went  as  he  would  ;  neither  had  the  king  any 
delight  nor  did  he  keep  company  with  any,  but  with  him  ;  with  him 
only  he  opened  all  his  mind,  and  conferred  in  all  his  counsels.  This, 
as  it  seemed  strange  unto  the  lords  and  earls,  so  it  inflamed  their  in- 
dignation so  much  against  this  Peter,  that  through  the  exciting  of  the 
nobles,  the  bishops  of  the  land  did  proceed  in  excommunication  against 
the  said  Gaveston,  unless  he  departed  the  land.  Upon  this  occasion 
the  king,  in  that  same  first  year  of  his  reign,  being  grieved  with  the 
bishops,  writeth  to  the  pope,  complaining  that  they  had  proceeded  to 
excommunication  of  the  said  Peter  unless  he  departed  the  realm  within 
a  certain  time.  What  answer  the  king's  letter  had  from  the  pope,  1 
find  not  set  down  in  story.  Over  and  besides,  it  befel  in  the  same 
year  that  the  bishopric  of  York  being  vacant,  the  king  gave  the  office 
of  the  treasure  to  one  of  his  own  clerks ;  whereof  the  pope,  having 
intelligence,  writcth  to  the  king,  commanding  him  to  call  back  the 
same  gift ;  and  withal  citetli  up  to  Rome  the  said  clerk,  there  to 
answer  the  matter  to  a  nephew  of  one  of  his  cardinals,  upon  whom 
he  had  bestowed  the  said  dignity :  whereunto  the  king  maketh 
answer,  "  That  if  such  citations,  and  the  execution  of  the  same,  should 
proceed  to  the  impeachment  of  our  kingly  jurisdiction,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  our  lawful  inheritance,  and  the  honour  of  our  crown 
(especially  if  the  deciding  of  such  matters  which  principally  concern 
our  estate,  should  be  prosecuted  in  any  other  place  than  within  this 
our  realm  by  any  manner  of  ways,  &c),  certes,  although  we  ourselves 
would  wink  thereat,  or  through  sufferance  permit  matters  so  to  pass 
our  hands ;  yet  the  states  and  nobles  of  our  kingdom,  who,  upon 
allegiance,  are  obliged  and  sworn  to  the  protection  and  defence  of  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  of  England,  will  in  no  wise  suffer  our  right,  and 
the  laws  of  the  land,  so  to  be  violated." 

Besides  this,  the  aforesaid  pope  wrote  to  the  king,  complaining 
that  by  certain  counsellers  of  king  Edward  his  father,  when  he  was 
lying  sick  and  utterly  ignorant  thereof,  a  certain  restraint  was  given 
out,  charging  the  nuncios  and  legates,  whom  the  pope  had  sent  for 
the  gathering  of  the  first-fruits  of  the  benefices  vacant  within  the 
realm,  not  hereafter  to  intermeddle  therewith,  &c.  Whereunto  the 
king  maketh  answer, — 

Most  holy  father,  it  hath  been  given  you  to  understand  otherwise  than  the 
truth  of  the  matter  is.  For  most  true  it  is.  indeed,  that  the  aforesaid  inhibi- 
tion was  ratified  bv  good  act  of  parliament  holden  at  Karlin,  upon  certain 
causes  concerning  the  execution  of  such  collections,  the  said  our  father  not  only 
being  not  ignorant,  but  also  witting,  willing,  and  of  his  own  mere  knowledge 
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agreeing  to  the  same,  in  the  presence  not  only  of  Ins  own  earls,  barons  and  Edward 

states,  and  commons  of  the  realm,  but  also  your  legates  and  liegers  being 

called  thereunto.  ~A~D~ 

Item,  Upon  other  letters  brought  from  the  pope  to  the  king,  for  1307- 
the  installing  of  one  Peter  de  Subaudia,  his  kinsman,  in  the  bishop- 
ric of  Worcester,  being  then  vacant ;  and  withal  requiring  that  if 
the  said  Peter  would  not  accept  thereof,  the  election  should  be 
referred  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  the  same  place. 

The  king  therewith  grieved,  maketh  answer  by  his  letters  to  the 
pope,  and  sundry  his  cardinals:  "That  forasmuch  as  elections  of 
prelates  to  be  placed  in  cathedral  churches  within  his  kingdom  arc 
not  to  be  attempted  without  his  license  first  had  and  obtained  ;* 
therefore  he  could  not  abide  that  any  such  strange  and  unaccustomed 
reservations  should  or  could  take  place  in  his  realm  without  manifest 
prejudice  of  his  kingly  estate ;  requiring  further  that  he  would  not 
cause  any  such  novelties  to  be  brought  into  his  kingdom,  contrary 
to  that  which  his  ancestors  before  him  have  been  accustomed  to  do. 

Thus  the  time  proceeded,  and  at  length  the  parliament  appointed 
came,  a.d.  1310,  which  was  the  fourth  of  this  king's  reign.  The  a.d.isio. 
articles  were  drawn  by  the  nobles  to  be  exhibited  to  the  king,  and 
were  the  same  as  those  contained  in  4  Magna  Charta,'  and  in  '  Charta 
de  Forcsta,'  above  specified,  with  such  other  articles  as  his  father  had 
charged  him  with  before :  to  wit,  that  he  should  remove  from  him  and 
his  court  all  aliens  and  perverse  counsellors,  and  that  all  the  matters 
of  the  commonwealth  should  be  debated  by  a  common  council  of  tlie 
lords  both  temporal  and  spiritual ;  and  that  he  should  stir  no  war  out 
of  England  in  any  other  foreign  realm,  without  the  common  assent  of 
the  same,  &c.  The  king  perceiving  their  intent  to  be,  as  it  was 
indeed,  to  sever  Peter  Gaveston  from  his  company ;  and  seeing  no 
other  remedy,  but  that  he  needs  must  yield  and  grant  his  consent, 
agreed  that  the  said  Gaveston  should  be  banished  into  Ireland.  And 
so  the  parliament  breaking  up,  the  lords  returned  to  their  own 
homes,  well  appeased ;  because,  though  in  the  other  articles  they  could 
not  speed,  yet,  that  they  had  driven  Peter  Gaveston  out  of  the  realm 
at  this  time,  it  did  suffice  them. 

This  Peter  Gaveston  was  a  certain  gentleman's  son  of  Gascony ; 
whom,  being  young,  king  Edward  I.  (for  the  good  service  his  father  had 
done  him  in  his  wars)  received  to  his  court,  and  placed  with  his  son 
Edward  now  reigning.  This  Peter,  in  process  of  time  growing  up 
with  the  prince,  incensed  and  provoked  him  to  much  outrage  and  wan- 
tonness ;  by  whose  occasion  first  he  began  in  his  father's  days  to  break 
the  park  of  Walter,  bishop  of  Chester,  then  chancellor  ot  England, 
and  afterwards  executor  to  the  king ;  for  which  deed  the  king  (as  is 
partly  mentioned  before)  imprisoned  his  son,  and  condemned  this 
Peter  to  perpetual  banishment.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  young 
king,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  as  ye  have  heard,  sent  for  this 
Gaveston  again  ;  and  withal  he  so  persecuted  this  aforesaid  bishop,  that 
he  clapped  him  in  the  tower,  and  seized  upon  all  his  goods.  More- 
over, he  caused  most  strict  inquisition  to  be  made  upon  him  for 
guiding  his  office,  wherein,  if  the  least  crime  might  have  been  found, 
it  would  have  cost  him  his  life.  And  thus  much  of  Peter  Gaveston, 
nnd  of  his  origin.    Now  to  the  matter. 
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Sdwani     The  king  thus  separated  from  his  old  compeer,  that  is,  from  the 
company  of  Peter  Gaveston  now  exiled  into  Ireland,  continued  in 


A.  D.  great  mourning  and  pensiveness,  seeking  by  all  means  possible  how  to 
call  him  home  again,  and  conferring  with  such  as  were  about  him  upon 
the  same ;  who  did  insinuate  to  the  king,  that  as  the  earl  of 
Gloucester  was  a  man  well  loved  and  favoured  in  all  the  realm,  if  a 
marriage  might  be  wrought  betwixt  his  sister  and  Peter  Gaveston,  it 
might  be  a  mean  both  for  him  to  obtain  more  friendship,  and  for  the 
king  to  have  his  desire.    To  make  short,  Peter  Gaveston  in  all  haste 
was  sent  for,  and  the  marriage,  through  the  king's  procuring,  pro- 
ceeded between  the  earl's  sister,  and  the  aforesaid  Peter;  albeit  sorely 
Tiie  pride  against  the  carl's  mind.    Gaveston,  thus  restored  and  dignified,  was 
"ion.nve   so  surprised  in  pride  and  exaltation  more  than  ever  before,  that  he 
disdained  and  derided  all  others,  his  rule  and  power  more  and  more 
increasing ;  insomuch  that  he,  having  the  guarding  of  all  the  king's 
jewels  and  treasure,  conveyed  out  of  the  king's  jewel-house  at  West- 
He  »poii-  minster,  a  table  and  a  pair  of  tressels  of  gold  unto  certain  mer- 
kinV chants  beyond  sea,  with  other  jewels  more  to  his  behoof ;  to  the 
injure,  great  impoverishing  both  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  of  the  land. 
And  above  all  that,  he  brought  the  king,  by  means  of  his  wanton 
conditions,  to  manifold  vices,  as  adultery,  and  the  like.  Wherefore 
the  lords  seeing  the  mischief  that  daily  increased  by  occasion  of  this 
unhappy  man,  took  counsel  together  at  Lincoln,  and  there  concluded 
omveston  to  void  him  out  of  England,  so  that  shortly  after  he  was  exiled  again, 
bSuhed  antl  went  >nto  Flanders  ;  for  in  France  or  his  own  country  he  durst 
the  land,  not  appear,  for  fear  of  Philip,  the  French  king,  to  whom  the  queen 
qu£rn     of  England,  his  daughter,  had  sent  over  great  complaints  of  the  said 
c^to'the  ^avcston> vno  had  so  impoverished  her  and  the  whole  court,  that  she 
French    luid  not  wherewith  to  maintain  her  estate.    Upon  this  complaint, 

kinjj  ■!      •«—-        ...  -  -  .......  ... 


the  French  king,  throughout  all  his  dominions,  laid  strict  watch 
to  apprehend  the  said  Gaveston;  but  he,  not  unwarned  thereof, 
secretly  coasted  into  Flanders,  from  whence  it  was  not  long  before  he 
was  fetched  again  by  the  king,  as  in  further  process  followeth ;  so 
much  was  the  king's  heart  infatuated  by  this  wicked  person. 
Crouched     About  this  year,  or  the  next  before  it,  came  in  first  the  Crouched 
The"'    Friars ;  and  also  first  began  the  knights  of  the  order  of  St.  John 
st^ohn**  Baptist,  otherwise  called  the  knights  of  Rhodes,  for  that  they,  by 
or.  or   '  manly  knighthood,  put  out  the  Turks  from  the  isle  of  Rhodes. 

In  the  history  of  Edward  I.,  this  king's  father,  mention  was  made 
of  pope  Clement,  who  succeeded  Benedict;  also  of  the  putting 
down  of  the  Templars,  which  in  this  year  happened  by  means 
Tempiart  of  the  French  king ;  who,  as  he  caused  to  be  burned  in  the  city 
nvA:  of  I'aris  this  year  fifty-four  Templars,  with  the  great  master  of 
We°ohrd«  tne  8amc  0T^CT->  so»  by  nis  procurement,  the  aforesaid  pope  Clement 
called  a  council  at  \  ienna,  where  the  whole  order  and  sect  of  Tem- 
plars being  condemned,  was  shortly  after,  by  the  consent  of  all 
Christian  kings,  deposed  all  in  one  day.  After  that,  the  French  king 
thought  to  make  his  son  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  to  convert  to  him 
all  the  lands  of  the  said  Templars.    But  Clement,  the  pope,  would 
not  thereto  agree,  transferring  all  their  lands  to  the  order  of 
Hospitallers,  for  the  great  sum  of  money  given  for  the  same.  The 
cause  why  these  impious  Templars  were  put  down  was  so  abominable 
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and  filthy,  that  for  reverence  of  chaste  ears  it  were  better  not  told,  if 
it  be  true  that  some  write.  Another  matter  worthy  to  be  noted  of  like  1L 
abomination  I  thought  here  to  insert,  touching  a  certain  nunnery  in  A.  D. 
France  called  Provines,  within  which,  at  the  cleansing  and  casting  of  *3 10- 
B  fish-pond,1  were  found  many  bones  of  young  children,  and  the  bodies  Bones  of 
also  of  some  infants  as  yet  wholly  unconsumed ;  upon  occasion  Jjjjfg 
whereof  divers  of  the  nuns  of  the  said  nunnery,  to  the  number  of  fi.h- 
twenty-seven,  were  had  to  Paris,  and  there  imprisoned :  what  became  Summit? 
of  them  afterwards  I  find  not  in  mine  author,  ArpontacusBurdegalensis. 

In  the  same  council  also,  it  was  decreed  by  the  said  Clement,  that  all  Cbtoriu 
religious  orders  exempted  should  be  subject  to  the  common  law  as  £S?"e" 
others  were  ;  but  the  Cistercian  monks,  with  money  and  great  gifts,  ^pti"t 
redeemed  their  privileges  and  exemptions  of  the  pope,  and  so  had  them 
granted.2    These  Cistercians  sped  better  herein,  than  did  the  Mi-  The  Mi- 
norites of  the  Franciscan  order  in  their  suit,  of  whom,  when  certain  Cm 
of  them  had  offered  unto  the  said  pope  Clement  forty  thousand  florins  J^jjJ, 
of  gold,  besides  other  silver,  that  the  pope  would  dispense  with  them 
to  have  lands  and  possessions  against  their  rule,  the  pope  asked  one  thief 
them,  Where  was  that  money  ?3    They  answered,  In  the  merchant-  uSttMt; 
men's  hands.    So  the  space  of  three  days  being  given  them  to  bring 
forth  these  merchants ;  the  pope  absolved  the  merchants  of  their  bond 
made  to  the  friars,  and  commanded  that  all  that  money  should  be 
employed  and  should  revert  to  his  use ;  declaring  to  the  friars  that 
he  would  not  infringe  nor  violate  the  rule  of  St.  Francis  lately  canon- 
ized, neither  ought  to  do  it  for  any  money.    And  thus  the  beggarly 
rich  friars  lost  both  their  money  and  their  indulgence.4 

Concerning  this  pope  Clement  V.,  Sabellicus  writeth,  that  he  clement 
excommunicated  the  Venetians  for  aiding  and  preferring  of  Azoda  5S5£fr 
unto  the  state  of  Ferraria ;  and  wrote  his  letters  throughout  all  «j»tto 
Europe,  condemning  them  as  enemies  of  the  church,  and  giving  their  to"™™* 
goods  as  a  lawful  prey  unto  all  men ;  which  caused  them  to  sustain  j^* 
great  harm.    But  Francis  Dandulus,  a  nobleman  of  Venice,  being 
ambassador  from  the  Venetians  to  the  said  Clement,  for  the  obtain- 
ing of  their  absolution  and  the  safeguard  of  their  city  and  country, 
and  for  pacifying  the  pope's  fury  towards  them,  was  fain  so  to  humble 
himself  before  this  proud  tyrannical  prelate,  that  he  suffered  a  chain  PrMe 
of  iron  to  be  tied  about  his  neck,  and  to  lie  down  flat  before  %£*'ot 
his  table,  and  so  to  catch  the  bones  and  fragments  that  fell  from  his  clement, 
table,  as  it  had  been  a  dog,  till  the  pope's  fury  towards  them  was  Frand. 
assuaged ;  so  that  after  that,  in  reproach,  because  he  so  humbled  n5*^^!? 
himself  for  the  behalf  and  helping  of  his  country,  he  was  of  some  >>»»»*»'. 
called  a  dog.    But  the  city  of  Venice  showed  themselves  not  unkind  piety  of 
in  return  to  Dandulus  for  his  gentle  good-will  declared  to  his  [JjJta" 
country  ;5  for,  as  he  had  abased  himself  before,  in  the  vile  and  JJJJJ^ 
ignominious  condition  of  a  dog,  for  his  country's  sake,  so  they  extolled 
him  with  as  much  glory  again  when  he  returned  home,  decking  and 
adorning  him  after  the  best  array,  with  the  chief  princely  ornaments 
of  the  city,  to  make  him  amends  for  his  former  reproach  received.6 

Concerning  the  constitutions  of  this  pope  Clement,  and  his  decretals 


(I)  See  alto  p.  13  of  this  volume.-ED.        (J)  Ex  Chron.  Thomw  WalMngham.       (3)  IbM. 
(4)  Ibid.       (5)  Out  of  Sabelllcm,  and  I*  alleged  In  the  book  named  the  "  Image  of  Tyranny ." 
)  Sabel.  Ennead.  0.  lib.  7. 
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Edward  and  Clementines,  and  how  Henry  the  emperor,  in  his  days,  was 
'    poisoned  in  receiving  the  sacrament,  ye  have  heard  before.  About 
A.  D.  this  time  Robert  Winchelsey,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  whom  this 
131  *•  king's  father  had  banished  before,  was  released,  and  returned  home 
from  Rome. 

These  tilings  thus  declared,  let  us  proceed,  by  the  Lord's  grace, 
to  the  next  year  (a.d.  1811),  and  the  fifth  of  this  king's  reign. 
The      In  that  year,  counting  the  year  from  Michaelmas  to  the  same  feast 
of'the"*  again,  as  then  the  usage  of  the  realm  was,  Peter  Gavcston,  who  had 
E^m""'  wandered  the  countries  about,  and  could  find  no  safe  resting-place 
(notwithstanding  that,  upon  forfeiture  of  life  and  goods,  he  was 
chariiuiu.  utterly  banished  out  of  the  realm,  yet  trusting  to  the  king's  favour, 
and  the  good  will  of  the  carl  of  Gloucester,  whose  sister  he  had 
married),  secretly  returning  into  England  with  a  certain  company  of 
strangers,  presented  himself  to  the  king's  sight.    On  beholding  him, 
the  king  for  joy  ran  to  him,  and  embracing  him,  did  not  only  retain 
him,  but  also  for  his  sake  undid  all  such  acts  as  had  been,  in  the  par- 
liament before  enacted.1   The  queen  and  the  whole  court  seeing  this 
doating  of  the  king,  made  a  heavy  Christmas.    After  this  return  of 
Gaveston  was  noised  among  the  commons,  the  peers  and  nobles  of 
the  realm  were  not  a  little  stirred,  casting  with  themselves  what  way 
it  were  best  to  take.    If  he  were  still  suffered,  they  saw  not  only 
themselves  rejected,  but  also  that  the  queen  could  not  enjoy  the  love 
of  the  king,  neither  could  there  be  any  quietness  in  the  realm. 
Again,  to  stir  up  war  in  the  land,  it  were  not  the  best;  to  vex  or 
disquiet  the  king  also  they  were  afraid.   But  forasmuch  as  they  could 
not  abide  that  all  the  nobility  should  be  so  thrust  out  and  vilipended 
for  the  love  of  one  stranger,  and  also  that  the  realm  should  be  so 
spoiled  and  impoverished  by  the  same,  this  way  they  took :  namely, 
that  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancaster,  should  be  elected  among  them  as  the 
chieftain,  and  chief  doer  in  that  business;  to  whom  all  other  earls,  and 
barons,  and  prelates  also,  did  concordly  condescend  and  consent,  except 
only  Walter,  bishop  of  Coventry,  whom  Robert  the  archbishop, 
n»c  arrh-  on  that  account,  afterwards  did  excommunicate.  This  Thomas  of  I^an- 
•  l^e'J0'  caster,  by  the  public  assent  of  the  rest,  sent  to  the  king  (then  lying 
bury  ex-  at  York)  humble  petitions  in  the  name,  as  well  of  the  whole  nobility 
Sttt  as  of  the  commons,  desiring  his  grace  to  give  the  aforesaid  Gaveston 
bukop  of  unto  them ;  or  else,  according  to  the  ordinance  of  the  realm,  that  the 
coTentry.  ]antl  might  be  voided  of  him.    But  the  tyrannous  king,  who  set 
more  by  the  love  of  one  stranger  than  by  his  whole  realm  besides, 
neither  would  hearken  to  their  counsel,  nor  give  place  to  their  sup- 
plications ;  but  in  all  hasty  fury  removed  from  York  to  Newcastle, 
where  he  remained  almost  till  Midsummer. 

In  the  meantime,  the  barons  had  gathered  an  host  of  sufficient 
and  able  soldiers,  coming  toward  Newcastle;  not  intending  any 
molestation  against  the  king,  but  only  the  execution  of  the  laws  upon 
the  wicked  Gaveston.  The  king,  not  having  wherewith  to  resist 
their  power,  removeth  in  all  speedy  manner  to  Tynemouth,  where  the 
queen  was ;  and,  hearing  there  that  Newcastle  was  taken,  he  takcth 
shipping,  and  saileth  from  thence,  notwithstanding  the  queen  there, 
being  great  with  child,  with  weeping  tears,  and  all  instance,  desireth 

(1)  fix  Chron.  Tho.  W»Uinrl>*ra 
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him  to  tarry  with  her,  as  safely  as  he  might ;  but  he,  nothing  sju^rd 
relenting  to  her,  took  Peter,  his  compeer,  with  him,  and  coasted  over  " 
to  the  castle  of  Scarborough ;  where,  leaving  Peter  Gavcston  to  the  A.D. 
safe  keeping  of  his  men,  he  himself  journeyed  toward  the  coast  -  ***** 
beside  VVarwick.    The  lords,  hearing  where  Pester  was,  bend  thither  Peter 
all  their  power ;  so  that,  at  length,  Gaveston  seeing  no  remedy,  but 
that  he  must  needs  come  into  their  hands,  yicldcth  and  submitteth  {,j'sno" 
himself ;  requiring  only  this  one  condition,  that  he  might  talk  a  few 
words  with  the  king  in  his  presence.    Thus  Gaveston  being  appre- 
hended, the  king  hearing  thereof,  sent  unto  the  lords,  requiring  his 
life  to  be  spared;  and  that  he  might  be  brought  to  speak  to  him,  Tbeklm< 
and  promised  that  on  their  so  doing,  he  would  satisfy  their  minds 
and  requests  in  all  things  whatsoever.    About  this,  advisement  was  him 
taken :  but  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  hearing  the  king's  promise,  per- 
suaded the  barons  to  yield  to  his  petition  ;  promising  himself,  upon 
pain  of  losing  all  his  lands,  to  take  the  charge  upon  him  of  bringing 
Gaveston  to  a  conference  with  the  king,  and  so  to  recommit  liim 
to  them  again :  which  when  he  had  obtained,  he  takcth  Peter  Gaveston 
with  him,  to  bring  him  where  the  king  lay ;  and  so  coming  to 
Dcdington,  not  far  from  Warwick,  he  leaveth  him  in  the  keeping  of 
his  soldiers,  while  he  that  night  went  to  his  wife,  being  not  far  off  from 
thence.   The  same  night  it  chanced  that  Guy,  earl  of  Warwick,  came  Gmtum 
to  the  same  place  where  Gaveston  was  left ;  who,  taking  him  out  of  J^^, 
the  hands  ot  his  keepers,  carrieth  him  to  the  castle  of  Warwick,  ^;a(^>c°f 
where  incontinent  they  would  have  put  him  to  death ;  but  doubt- 
ing and  fearing  the  king's  displeasure,  they  staid  a  little.    At  that 
time  one  of  the  company  (a  man  of  sage  and  wise  counsel,  as  mine 
author  writeth)  standing  up  among  them,  with  his  grave  oration 
declareth  the  nature  of  the  man,  the  wickedness  of  his  own  condition, 
the  realm  by  him  so  greatly  endamaged,  the  nobles  despised  and  re- 
jected, the  pride  and  ambition  of  the  man  intolerable,  the  ruin  of 
things  like  to  ensue  by  him,  and  the  great  charges  and  expenses 
they  had  been  at,  in  so  long  pursuing  and  getting  him ;  and  now, 
being  gotten  and  in  their  hands,  he  exnorteth  them  to  use  and  take 
the  occasion  now  present;  as  hereafter,  being  out  of  their  hands,  they 
might  seek,  and  should  not  find  it. 

Briefly,  in  such  sort,  he  so  persuaded  the  hearers,  that  forthwith  u»ve»ton 
he  was  brought  out,  and  by  common  agreement  beheaded  in  a  place  ^head" 
called  Blakclow ;  which  place  in  other  stories  I  find  to  be  called  Gaves- 
head;  but  that  name,  as  I  think,  was  derived  on  this  occasion  afterwards. 
And  thus  he  that  before  had  called  the  earl  of  Warwick  the  black  dog 
of  Ardeinc,  was  thus  by  the  said  dog  worried,  as  ye  have  heard.  His 
carcase  the  Dominic  friars  of  Oxford  had  in  their  monastery  interred 
for  the  space  of  two  years ;  but,  after  that,  the  king  caused  the  said  hu 
carcase  to  be  taken  up  and  buried  within  his  own  manor  of  Langley.  £„Xd  in 
After  this,  great  disturbance  began  to  arise  between  the  king  and  Uj^f,'* 
the  lords  ;  who  having  their  power  lying  about  Dunstable,  sent  stout  lu^iey. 
message  unto  the  king  at  London,  to  have  their  former  acts  con- 
firmed.   Gilbert,  earl  of  Gloucester,  the  king's  nephew  (who  neither 
did  hold  against  the  king,  nor  yet  against  the  nobles),  with  the 
bishops  and  prelates  of  the  realm,  went  between  both  parties  with 
great  diligence  to  make  unity.   At  this  time,  also,  came  two  cardinals 
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Edward  from  Rome,  with  letters  sent  unto  them  from  the  pope.  The 

 !  nobles  answered  to  the  message  of  the  cardinals,  lying  then  at  St. 

A.  D.  Alban's ;  that,  as  touching  themselves,  they  should  be  at  all  times 
131*'  welcome  to  them  ;  but  as  touching  their  letters,  forasmuch  as  they 
were  men  unlettered,  and  only  brought  up  in  war  and  feats  of  arms, 
The      therefore  they  cared  not  to  see  the  same.    Then  message  was  sent 
HSm    SL^m->  tftat  tney  ^ould  at  least  grant  but  to  speak  with  the  pope's 
an.d le"  .  legates,  who  purposely  came  for  the  intent  to  establish  quiet  and 

Kate*,  not     e.       ;       ,    «      ~.       J  .         .        .         .       ,     \  . 

allowed  unity  in  the  realm.  1  hey  answered  again,  that  they  had  bishops 
now«  of  both  godly  and  learned,  by  whose  counsel  only  they  would  be  led  ; 
England.  anfj  not  by  any  strangers,  who  knew  not  the  true  cause  of  their  com- 
motion. And,  therefore,  they  said  precisely,  that  they  would  have 
no  foreigners  or  aliens  to  be  doers  in  their  business  and  affairs  per- 
taining to  the  realm.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  through  the  mediation 
of  the  archbishop  and  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  the  matter  at  length 
was  so  taken  up,  that  the  barons  should  restore  to  the  king,  or  to  his 
attorney  of  St.  Alban's,  all  the  treasure,  horses,  and  jewels  of  the 
aforesaid  Gavcston  taken  at  Newcastle ;  and  so  their  requests  should 
be  granted.    And  so  was  the  matter  at  that  time  composed. 

Shortly  after,  Isabel  the  queen  was  delivered  of  a  fair  child  at 
Windsor,  whom  Louis,  the  French  king's  son,  (the  queen's  brother, 
with  other  Frenchmen  there  present)  would  have  to  be  called  by  the 
name  of  the  French  king ;  but  the  English  lords  were  contrary, 
willing  him  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Edward,  his  father.  At 
the  birth  of  this  Edward  there  was  great  rejoicing  throughout  the 
land,  and  especially  the  king  his  father  so  much  joyed  thereat,  that 
he  began  daily  more  and  more  to  forget  the  sorrow  and  remembrance 
of  Gaveston's  death,  and  was,  after  that,  more  agreeable  to  the  will 
of  his  nobles. 

a.d.131*.    Thus  peace  and  concord  between  them  began  to  be  in  a  good 
The  king  towardness;  which  more  and  more  might  have  been  confirmed  in 
torrT^  process  °f  time,  had  not  Satan,  the  author  and  sower  of  discord, 
coun»ei.  stirred  up  his  instruments  (certain  Frenchmen,  titivillers,  and  make- 
baits  about  the  king),  who  ceased  not,  in  carping  and  depraving  the 
nobles,  to  inflame  the  king's  hatred  and  grudge  against  them  ;  by 
the  exciting  of  whom  the  old  quarrels  being  renewed  afresh,  the  king, 
in  his  parliament  called  upon  the  same,  began  to  charge  the  aforesaid 
barons  and  nobles  with  sedition  and  rebellion,  and  for  slaying  Peter 
Gavcston.    Neither  were  the  nobles  less  stout  again  in  defending 
their  cause,  declaring  that  they  in  so  doing  had  deserved  rather  thanks 
and  favour  with  the  king  than  any  displeasure,  in  vanquishing  such  a 
public  enemy  of  the  realm  ;  who  not  only  had  spoiled  and  wasted  the 
king's  substance,  but  also  had  raised  much  disturbance  in  the  realm ; 
and,  forasmuch  as  they  had  begun  with  the  mutter  to  their  so  great 
labour  and  expense,  they  would  proceed  further,  they  said,  not 
ceasing  till  they  saw  an  end  thereof.    To  be  short :  great  threats 
there  were  on  both  parts,  and  a  foul  matter  had  like  to  have  followed; 
tu^ for        a£am>  tlirough  the  diligent  mediation  of  the  queen,  the  prelates, 
pe*c«.     and  the  aforesaid  earl  of  Gloucester,  the  matter  was  taken  up  and 
The  king  brought  to  reconcilement  upon  these  conditions,  that  the  lords  and 
Swiu,  barons  openly  in  Westminster  Hall  should  humble  themselves  before 
£5^.    the  king,  and  ask  pardon  there  of  their  doing?,  and  that  every  man 
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there  should  receive  a  letter  of  the  kings  pardon,  for  their  indemnity  jm«w* 
and  assurance.    And  so  passed  over  that  year,  within  which  died 


RobertWinchelsey,  archbishop  of  Canterbury;  in  whose  room  Thomas  A.  D. 
Cobham  was  elected  by  the  king  and  church  of  Canterbury  to  sue-  *312- 
cecd ;  but  the  pope  frustrating  the  election,  placed  Walter  Reinold, 
bishop  of  Worcester. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Scots  hearing  this  civil  discord  in  the  realm,  a.d.!313. 
began  to  be  busy,  and  to  rebel  anew  through  the  means  of  Robert  JJftJjJ 
Bruce,  who  being  chased  out  of  Scotland  by  king  Edward  I.,  as  is  in  mcom. 
above  premised,  into  Norway,  was  now  returned  again  into  Scotland,  wealth, 
where  he  demeaned  himself  in  such  sort  to  the  lords  there,  that  in  TheScon 
short  process  he  was  again  made  king  of  the  realm,  and  warred  so  JX!  >i 
strongly  upon  those  that  took  the  king's  part,  that  he  won  from  them 
many  castles  and  strong  holds,  and  invaded  the  borders  of  England. 
The  king,  hearing  this,  assembleth  a  great  power,  and  by  water  en- 
tereth  the  realm  of  Scotland ;  against  whom  encountered  Robert 
Bruce  with  his  Scots  at  Estrivelin,  where  was  fought  a  strong  battle,  Engiiah- 
in  the  end  whereof  the  Englishmen  were  discomfited,  and  so  eagerly 
pursued  by  the  Scots,  that  many  of  the  noblemen  were  slain,  as  the 
earl  of  Gloucester,  Sir  Robert  Clifford,  Sir  Edmund  Maule,  with 
other  lords  to  the  number  of  forty-two,  and  knights  and  barons  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  besides  men  of  name,  who  were  taken 
prisoners ;  of  common  soldiers  ten  thousand,  or,  after  the  Scottish 
story,  fifty  thousand  slain.   After  that,  Sir  Robert  Bruce  reigned  as 
king  of  Scotland.    About  that  time,  and  in  that  year,  died  pope  p0pe  o- 
Clemcnt,  who,  keeping  in  the  realm  of  France,  never  came  to  the  see  JJJJ 
of  Rome ;  after  whose  death  the  papacy  stood  void  two  years.  *■  {^m,ee 

The  Scots,  after  this,  exalted  with  pride  and  fierceness,  invaded  a.d.um. 
the  realm  of  England  so  sorely,  killing  and  destroying  man,  woman, 
and  child,  that  they  came  winning  and  wasting  the  north  parts  as  far 
as  to  York.    Besides  this,  such  dearth  of  victuals  and  penury  of  all  Mid- 
dlings oppressed  the  whole  land,  such  murrain  of  sheep  and  oxen,  Jwn 
that  men  were  fain  to  eat  horse-flesh,  dogs,  cats,  mice,  and  what  else  ^ief*" 
they  could  get.    Moreover,  such  a  price  of  corn  followed  withal,  that 
the  king  hardly  had  bread  for  the  sustentation  of  his  own  household. 
Moreover,  some  there  were  that  did  steal  children  and  eat  them,  and 
many,  for  lack  of  victual,  died.    And  yet  all  this  amended  not  the 
king  of  his  evil  living. 

The  cause  and  origin  of  this  great  dearth,  was  partly  the  wars  and  it*  wt- 
dissension  between  them  and  the  Scots,  whereby  a  great  part  of  the 
land  was  wasted.    But  the  chiefest  cause  was  the  intemperate  season 
of  the  year,  which,  contrary  to  the  common  course,  was  so  moist  with 
abundance  of  rain,  that  the  grain  laid  in  the  earth  could  have  no 
ripening  by  heat  of  the  sun,  nor  grow  to  any  nourishment ;  so  that 
they  who  had  to  eat,  could  not  be  satisfied  with  fulness,  but  eftsoons 
were  as  hungry  again.    They  that  had  nothing  were  driven  to  steal 
and  rob ;  the  rich  were  constrained  to  avoid  and  diminish  their 
households ;  the  poor  for  famine  died.1    And  not  so  much  the  want 
of  victuals  which  could  not  be  gotten,  as  the  unwholesomcncss  of 
the  same  when  it  was  taken,  so  consumed  the  people,  that  the  quick 
were  not  sufficient  to  bury  the  dead  ;  for  the  corruption  of  the  meats, 

(I)  Ex  Chron.  Tho.  WaU.  In  Vita  EdwartH  II. 


650  THE  WHITE  BATTLE. 


by  reason  of  the  unseasonableness  of  the  ground,  was  so  infectious 

 1_  that  many  died  of  the  flux,  many  of  hot  fevers,  divers  of  the  pesti- 

A.  I),  lence.    And  not  only  the  bodies  of  men  thereby  were  infected,  but 
*314-  also  the  beasts,  by  the  putrefaction  of  the  herbs  and  grass,  fell  into  as 
great  a  murrain,  so  far  forth  as  that  the  eating  of  flesh  was  suspected 
and  thought  contagious.  A  quarter  of  corn  and  salt,  from  the  month 
of  June  to  September,  rose  from  thirty  shillings  to  forty  shillings. 
The  flesh  of  horses  was  then  precious  to  the  poor.    Many  were 
driven  to  steal  fat  dogs,  and  to  eat  them.    Some  were  said,  in  secret 
comers,  to  cat  their  own  children.    Some  would  steal  other  men's 
children  to  kill  them  and  eat  them  privily.    The  prisoners  and 
thieves  that  were  in  bonds,  for  hunger  fell  upon  such  as  were  newly 
brought  in  unto  them,  and,  tearing  them  in  pieces,  did  cat  them  half 
alive.    Briefly,  this  extreme  penury  hud  extinguished  and  consumed 
(as  it  was  thought)  the  greatest  part  of  the  people  of  the  land,  had 
not  the  king,  by  the  statute  of  the  Londoners,  given  forth  command- 
ment through  all  his  land,  that  no  corn  should  at  that  time  be  turned 
to  the  making  of  drink.  Such  a  Lord  is  God,  thus  able  to  do,  where 
he  is  disposed  to  strike.    And  yet  we  miserable  creatures,  in  our 
wealth  and  abundance,  will  not  cease  daily  to  provoke  his  terrible 
Majesty. 

But  let  us  return  again  to  the  order  of  our  story.   After  the  Scots 
had  thus  plagued  miserably,  as  ye  have  heard,  the  realm  of  England, 
they  also  invaded  Ireland,  where  they  kept  up  and  continued  war  the 
scot*     space  of  four  years.    But  in  fine,  the  Irishmen  (by  aid  sent  to  them 
jJJtv™    from  England)  did  quit  themselves  so  well,  that  they  vanquished  the 
ireiaud.  Scots,  and  slew  Edward  Bruce,  and  many  of  the  nobles  of  Scotland, 

with  many  others,  and  drove  the  residue  out  of  the  country. 
a.d.1319.     The  king,  about  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  assembled  a  new 
host,  and  went  into  Scotland,  where  he  laid  siege  to  Berwick.  But 
in  the  mean  time,  the  Scots,  by  another  way,  invaded  the  marshes 
of  Yorkshire,  robbing  and  harassing  the  country,  and  they  slew 
much  people.    Wherefore  the  archbishop  of  York,  and  others,  the 
abbots,  priors,  clerks,  with  husbandmen,  assembled  a  great  company, 
and  gave  them  battle  at  a  place  called  Mitton,  where  the  Englishmen 
were  discomfited,  and  many  of  them  slain  ;  but  the  archbishop  and 
The       the  abbot  of  Selby,  and  divers  others  there,  escaped.    So  many 
Batlie  of  spiritual  men  were  slain  there,  that  it  was  called  the  White  Battle ; 
mcn'jn1  *or  reason  whereof,  the  king  on  hearing  of  it,  and  partly  because 
York-     winter  did  approach,  was  constrained  to  raise  the  siege ;  and  so  re- 
,h,re"     turned,  not  without  great  danger. 

The  two  At  this  time  the  two  Spensers  (sir  Hugh  Spenser  the  father,  and 
spetuen.  fjUgU  Spenser  the  son)  were  of  great  power  in  England,  and  by  the 
favour  of  the  king  practised  such  cruelty,  and  bore  themselves  so 
haughtily  and  proudly,  that  no  lord  of  this  land  might  gainsay  them 
in  any  thing  that  they  thought  good ;  whereby  they  were  in  great 
hatred  and  indignation  both  with  the  nobles  and  the  commons,  no 
■art    ^ess  ^ian  Pcter  Gaveston  was  before. 

icKatc«       Soon  upon  this  came  two  legates  from  Rome,  sent  by  pope 
Stb%.  John  XXII.,  under  pretence  to  settle  an  agreement  between  Eng- 
teuiun.  Iana*  an<*  Scotland ;  who,  for  their  charges  and  expenses,  required  of 
every  spiritual  person  four-pence  in  every  mark.  But  all  their  labour 
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nothing  availed;  for  the  legates,  as  they  were  in  the  north  parts  *<w«* 
(about  Darlington)  with  their  whole  family  and  train,  were  robbed  — — — 
and  despoiled  of  their  horses,  treasure,  apparel,  and  what  else  they 

had,  and  with  an  evil  favoured  handling,  retired  back  again  to  — 

Durhain,  where  they  staid  awhile,  waiting  for  an  answer  from  the 
Scots.    But  when  neither  the  pope's  legacy,  nor  his  curse,  would  The 
take  any  place  with  the  Scots,  they  returned  again  to  London,  where 
they  first  excommunicated  and  cursed  as  black  as  soot  all  those  arro-  ~™e™c 
gant  and  presumptuous  robbers  of  Northumberland.    Secondly,  for  scou.,hc 
supplying  of  the  losses  received,  they  exacted  of  the  clergy,  to  be 
given  and  paid  unto  them,  eight-pence  in  every  mark.  But  the  clergy  clergy  of 
thereunto  would  not  agree,  seeing  it  was  their  own  covetousness  (as  jSm 
they  said)  tliat  made  them  venture  further  than  they  needed.    Still  jo  con- 
they  were  contented  to  relieve  them  as  far  as  four-pence  in  a  mark,  thepop«--» 
as  they  promised  before;  further  they  would  not  grant:  whereof  g""" 
the  king  being  advertised,  and  taking  part  with  his  clergy,  directed 
his  letters  to  the  said  legates  in  form  as  followeth  : 1 — 

Letter  of  the  King  to  the  Legates. 

The  king  to  Master  Rigand  of  Asserio,  canon  of  Aurelia,  greeting :  we  have  A  probf- 
taken  notice  of  the  clamours  and  lamentable  petitions  of  the  subjects  of  our  bit*0" 
realm,  perceiving  by  the  same  that  you  practise  many  and  sundry  inconve-  itnnge 
nienciea  very  strange,  never  heretofore  accustomed,  nor  heard  of  in  this  our  taxct  and 
realm,  as  well  against  the  clergy  and  ecclesiastical  persons,  as  against  the  laity,  I'^'f,"' 
even  to  the  utter  oppression  and  impoverishing  of  many  of  our  liege  people ; 
which  if  it  should  be  winked  at,  as  God  forbid,  may,  in  process  of  time,  be 
occasion  of  greater  perils  to  ensue  ;  whereat  we  are  (not  without  cause)  moved, 
and  not  a  little  grieved.    We  forbid  you,  therefore,  that  from  henceforth  you 
practise  not,  nor  presume  in  any  case  to  attempt  any  thing  within  this  our 
realm,  either  against  our  clergy  or  laity,  that  may  in  any  manner  of  way  tend 
to  the  prejudice  of  our  royal  person,  or  of  our  crown  and  dignity  regal.  Witness 
the  king  at  Windsor  the  sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  11th  year  of  his  reign. 

Per  concilium. 


Likewise  in  the  same  year  the  said  king  writeth  to  the  same  effect 
to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  as  followeth  :a — 

Letter  of  the  King  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

The  king  to  the  reverend  father  in  God,  W.  bv  the  same  grace  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  primate  of  England,  greeting :  We  are  credibly  informed  by 
many  of  our  subjects,  that  certain  strange  impositions,  never  heard  of  before 
within  any  of  our  dominions,  upon  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels, 
concerning  the  testaments  and  cases  of  matrimony,  are  brought  into  our  realm 
to  be  executed  upon  our  subjects  by  you  or  some  others;  which,  if  it  should 
proceed  to  execution,  would  manifestly  tend  to  the  disherison  and  impeach- 
ment of  our  crown  and  dignity  regal,  and  the  intolerable  damage  of  the  sub- 
jects of  our  realm,  to  the  due  preservation  of  the  which  you  are  bound  by 
solemn  oath  of  allegiance.  We  therefore  command  and  straitly  charge  you, 
that  you  proceed  not  in  any  case  to  the  execution  of  any  such  letters,  either 
in  your  own  person,  or  by  any  other,  nor  yet  presume,  by  colour  of  the  same, 
to  attempt  any  thing  that  may  be  prejudicial  or  hurtful  to  our  crown  or  dignity 
regal.  And  if  you,  or  any  other  in  your  name,  have  done  or  attempted  any 
thing  by  colour  of  the  same,  that  ye  call  back  and  revoke  the  same  forthwith 
without  delay.  Witness  the  king  at  Shene,  the  17th  of  February,  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  reign.  Per  ipsum  regem. 

(I)  Rex  M agist ro  Rigando  de  Auerlo,  eanonlco  Aurelian  whitem.  At. 
(X)  Rex  vtueiabUi  in  ClirUto  patri,  W.  eadeui  gra.  nrchiepUcopo  Cant.,  Sec. 
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Edward     The  like  letters  in  effect  were  directed  to  the  archbishop  of  York, 

 : —  and  to  every  other  bishop  throughout  England ;  by  force  of  which 

A« I5-  letters  the  greedy  legates  Deing  restrained  of  their  ravening  purpose, 
_1319-  taking  what  they  could  get,  and  settling  a  peace,  such  as  it  was, 
between  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  were  fain  to  pack. 

Besides  the  restraint  above  mentioned  for  strange  impositions, 
there  followed,  moreover,  the  same  year,  the  king's  prohibition  for 
the  gathering  of  Peter-pence,  directed  to  the  aforesaid  legate  the 
tenor  whereof  followeth. 

A  Prohibition  for  paying  the  Pope's  Peter-pence.1 

The  king  to  Master  Rigand  of  Asserio,  canon  of  Aurelia,  greeting  :  We  are 
given  to  understand  that  you  do  demand  and  purpose  to  levy  the  Peter-penny 
within  our  realm,  otherwise  than  the  said  Peter-penny  hath  been  heretofore 
accustomed  to  be  levied  in  the  time  of  any  our  progenitors,  exercising  herein 
grievous  censures  ecclesiastical,  to  the  great  annoyance  and  damnifying  of  the 
subjects  of  our  realm ;  for  present  remedy  whereof  our  loving  subjects  have 
made  their  humble  supplication  unto  us.  And  forasmuch  as  the  said  Pettr- 
penny  hath  been  hitherto  accustomed  to  be  gathered  and  levied  upon  lands 
and  tenements  within  our  realm  after  a  due  manner  and  form,  we,  not  willing 
that  any  such  unaccustomed  impositions  shall  in  any  wise  be  made  upon  the 
lands  and  tenements  of  any  of  our  subjects  within  our  dominions,  prohibit  you, 
upon  grievous  pain,  straitly  charging  that  in  no  wise  you  presume  to  exact, 
gather,  or  levy  the  said  Peter-penny  in  any  other  form  or  manner  than  hath 
been  heretofore  accustomed  to  be  gathered  and  levied  in  the  time  of  our  proge- 
nitors, or  since  the  beginning  of  our  reign,  until  further  order  be  taken  in  our 
high  court  of  parliament  by  the  advice  of  the  nobles  and  peers  of  our  realm, 
such  as  may  well  be  taken  without  prejudice  of  our  crown  and  damage  of 
subjects.   Witness  the  king  at  Westminster  the  first  day  of  March. 

Per  ipsum  regem  et  concilium. 

Letters  to  the  same  effect  were  directed  to  the  archbishops,  deans, 
archdeacons,  and  the  rest  of  the  clergy. 

Touching  the  first  original  of  this  Peter-pence,  though  mention  be 
made  before  in  the  life  of  king  Offa  and  others,  yet  to  make  a  brief 
recapitulation  of  the  same,  according  to  the  rolls  as  they  come  to  our 
hands.*    It  is  found  recorded  in  ancient  chronicles  touching  the 
Peter-pence  of  St.Peter(A.  i>.  793),  that  Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  travelled 
Red  be-  up  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  pope  Adrian  I.  to  obtain  the  canonizing 
u«»'nofhe  °»  St.  Alban  ;  and  having  performed  his  vow,  visiting  the  college  of 
JW**  English  students  which  tnen  flourished  in  Rome,  he  did  give  to  the 
Kthci-'"*  maintenance  of  the  scholars  of  England,  students  in  Rome,  one  penny 
out  of  every  tenement  within  this  realm,  that  had  land  belonging  to 
it  amounting  to  the  yearly  value  of  thirty  pence.    And  for  this  lus 
munificence  he  obtained  of  pope  Adrian,  that  no  person  within  his 
dominion  public,  repenting  him  for  not  performing  enjoined  penance, 
should  therefore  be  banished.* 

'  (1)  "  Rex  Magistro  Rlpando."  (2)  De  denarlU  beat!  Petri  tie  scripture.  Src. 

(3)  A.  D.  857.  "  Adewulfus  rex  Westaaxonium.  tempore  Leonii  papa:  quart  i  Rome  singulis 
annia  300.  Mancusa*  portari  pnecipit,  taliter  diTldcndas  ibidem,  »ix. 100.  Mancuaaa  in  honorem 
acilicet  Petri  speclallter  ad  emendum  oleum,  quo  implercntux  omnia  iuminaria  ecclcslie  apuatolie* 
in  vespera  paacbe  et  In  galli  cantu,  et  100.  Mancuaaa  in  honorem  acilicet  Pauli  ciadera  de  cauaia, 
100.  Preterea  mancusas  pnrcipit  exhiberl  univeraali  paps  ad  sua*  dcemoaynaa  ampliandaa.  Kt 
aciendum,  quod  secundum  anriquorum  Anglorum  intcrpretatlonein  diflVrunt  mancusa,  et  manca. 
quia  marcuaa  idem  erat  apud  cot  quod  marra  argentea :  mauca  vero  era:  nioueu  aria  quadra,  «t 
ralclMt  communilcr  30.  denariot  argentcos." 

Of  thla  Peter-pence  is  found  a  transcript  of  the  original  rescript  apostolical,  the  tenor 
thereof  if  this :  "  Gregorius  episcoput  acrvua  servorum  Dei,  venerablllbua  fratribus  Cantuar. 
et  Ebor.  archiepisenpts  et  eorum  sufTragancis  et  dUcctis  filiis  abbatibus,  prioribaa,  archidta- 
conli.  eoruiuoue  ofliciaJibus  Di-r  rcirnum  Antrlix  conslitutii.  ad  uuos  litene  istic  ueiveiuriul ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


TWENTY-TWO  OF  THE   NOBILITY   PUT   TO  DEATH. 


658 


Concerning  this  Pcter-pencc,  it  is  touched  in  the  laws  of  king  BJ**rd 

II, 


Edward  the  Martyr,  chap.  10,  when,  where,  of  whom,  and  under 
what  pain,  this  Peter-pence  must  be  gathered;  being  but  the  king's 
mere  alms,  as  is  aforesaid.  And  thus  much  touching  Peter-pence.  J'. 
Now  for  other  letters  written  by  the  king  to  the  pope,  the  same  year, 
for  other  matters,  as  craving  the  popes  help  in  compounding  the 
variance  betwixt  the  two  archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  for 
bearing  the  cross  from  the  one  province  to  the  other,  thus  it  fol- 
loweth :  tliat  the  king  grievously  complaineth,  that  such  hurly-burly 
and  uproar  arose  thereof,  that  they  could  not  meet  together  in  one 
place  through  the  great  multitude  of  armed  men,  assistants  on  both 
parts  in  the  very  bearing  of  the  cross,  to  the  great  disturbance  of  the 
people. 

Now  after  this  long  digression,  to  turn  to  our  English  matters 
again,  mention  was  made  before  of  the  variance  between  the  king  and 
the  carl  of  Lancaster,  and  of  a  peace  concluded  between  them.  But 
this  peace  did  not  long  endure,  which  the  king  by  his  own  default 
did  break,  sending  to  the  Scots  a  privy  messenger  (who  was  taken  in 
the  way),  to  have  the  aforesaid  earl  of  Lancaster,  by  their  means 
made  away  with. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lords  and  nobles  of  England,  detesting  the  Prideor 
outrageous  pride  of  the  Spcnsers,  whereby  they  wrought  daily  both  2rBspen* 
great  dishonour  to  the  king,  and  hindcrancc  to  the  commonweal,  in 
such  wise  conspired  against  them,  that  gathering  their  power  together, 
they  made  a  request  to  the  king,  that  he  should  remove  the  Spcnsers 
from  his  person.    For  this  there  was  a  parliament  called  at  London, 
and  the  barons  came  together  with  a  great  company ;  at  which  parlia- 
ment both  the  Spensers  were  banished  the  land  for  the  term  ot  their 
lives,  and  they  took  shipping  at  Dover,  and  so  voided  the  land.  But 
not  long  after,  the  king  (contrary  to  the  ordinance  made  in  the 
parliament)  sent  for  the  Spensers  again,  and  set  them  in  high 
authority ;  and  they  ruled  all  things  after  their  sensual  appetites, 
nothing  regarding  justice  or  the  commonwealth.    The  barons,  there- 
fore, intending  again  to  reform  this  mischief,  assembled  their  powers ; 
but  the  king  (making  such  hasty  speed,  and  gathering  his  people  so 
soon)  was  stronger  than  they,  and  pursued  them  so  in  divers  places,  that 
the  barons,  not  fully  joined  together  (some  flying,  and  some  departing 
to  the  king,  some  slain  by  the  way),  in  the  end  were  chased  so  eagerly, 
that  in  short  space  the  aforesaid  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancaster,  was  taken,  a.d.ij2i. 
and  put  to  death  with  the  rest  of  the  nobility,  to  the  number  of  two  JJSSw 
and  twenty  of  the  greatest  men,  and  chicfest  captains  of  this  realm ;  pwawt 
of  whom  only  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancaster,1  for  the  nobility  of  his  „f  the y 
blood,  was  beheaded,  all  the  other  lords  and  barons  being  hanged,  Jjjjgf 
drawn,  and  quartered,  &c.    This  bloody  unmercifiilness  of  the  king bythe 
toward  his  natural  subjects,  not  only  procured  to  him  great  dishonour 

salutem  et  apostolicam  benedictlonem.  Qualiter  denarii  beat!  Petri,  qui  debentur  camera; 
nostra,  colllgautur  in  Anglia  et  in  quibui  rpiscopatibu*  et  dioce».  debeantur,  ne  super  hoc  dubitart 
contlngat,  et  pratscntibus  lecimtu  annotari,  sieut  in  rcgintro  sedis  apostolic*  continetur.  Uc 
Cantuar.  dloces  11.  10*.  sterlingorum.  De  London,  dioces.  16/,  10*.  De  Rotten*,  dioces  a/.  »z*- 
Do  Norwicens.  dioces.  21/.  10*.  De  Elienum.  5/.  De  Lincoln.  42/.  De  CUtrens.  8/.  U* 
17/.  6*.  8rf.  De  Exon.  91.  St.  De  Wigorne.  10/.  5*.  De  Hereford.  6/.  De  Bathon.  dioces.  12/.  a*. 
De  SarUbur.  17/.  De  Coventre.  10/.  St.  De  Eborac.  11/.  10*.  Datum  apud  uiUm  veterem.  m 
Kal.  Mail  Pontiflcatun  nostri  anno  secundo.  Summa,  30  marcae  et  dimidi." 
(I)  Thomas,  earl  of  Lancaster,  came  of  Edmund,  younger  son  of  king  Henry  III. 
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within  the  realm,  but  also  turned  afterwards  to  his  much  greater 
harm  and  hinderance,  in  his  foreign  wars  against  the  Scots ;  and, 
A.I),  finally,  wrought  his  utter  confusion,  and  the  overthrow  of  his  seat 
1322-  royal,  as  in  the  sequel  of  his  end  appeared,  and  worthily. 
hi.  cruel     After  the  ruin  of  these  noble  personages,  the  king,  as  though  he 
rejoicing,       gotten  a  great  conquest  (who  then  indeed  began  first  to  be  over- 
come and  conquered  himself,  when  he  so  oppressed  and  cut  off  the 
strength  and  sinews  of  his  chivalry),  began  to  triumph  not  a  little 
with  the  Spensers ;  and,  to  count  himself  sure  as  though  he  were  in 
heaven,  to  exercise  more  sharp  severity  upon  his  subjects,  trusting 
and  committing  all  to  the  counsel  only  of  the  aforesaid  Spensers.  inso- 
much that  both  the  queen  and  the  residue  of  the  nobles  could  little  be 
regarded ;  who,  as  they  grew  ever  in  more  contempt  with  the  king, 
so  they  increased  more  in  hatred  against  the  Spensers  ;  but  strength 
and  ability  lacked  to  work  their  will. 
a  aim.     The  next  year  the  king,  being  at  York,  after  he  had  made  Sir 
Hugh  Spenser  an  earl,  and  Sir  John  Baldock  (a  man  of  evil  fame) 
to  be  chancellor  of  England,  raised  a  mighty  host  against  the  Scots  ; 
but  for  lack  of  skilful  guiding,  expert  captains,  and  for  want  especially 
The  king  of  due  provision  of  victuals  necessary  for  such  an  army,  the  great 
1*  ag»?n  multitude,  to  the  number  reckoned  of  a  hundred  thousand  (wan- 
jandT"    Bering  through  Scotland,  from  whence  the  Scots  had  conveyed  all 
their  goods  and  cattle  into  mountains  and  marshes),  were  so  pinched 
and  starved  with  famine,  that  a  great  part  of  the  army,  presently 
perished ;  and  they  that  returned  home,  as  soon  as  they  tasted  of 
meats,  escaped  not.    The  king  not  having  resistance  of  his  enemies, 
and  seeing  such  a  destruction  of  his  subjects,  was  forced,  without  any 
act  done,  to  retire.    But  in  his  retiring.  Sir  James  Douglas  and  the 
Scots  having  knowledge  thereof,  pursued  him  in  such  wise,  that  they 
slew  many  Englishmen,  and  had  well  nigh  taken  the  king  himself. 
After  this  distress,  the  king,  thus  beaten  and  wearied  with  the  Scots, 
would  fain  have  joined  in  truce  with  the  Scots ;  but  because  they 
stood  excommunicated  by  the  pope,  he  standing  in  fear  thereof, 
desired  license  to  treat  with  them  of  peace,  notwithstanding  the 
said  excommunication:  which  license  being  obtained,  a  treaty  was 
appointed  by  commissioners  on  both  parts  at  Newcastle,  at  the  feast 
of  St.  Nicholas  next  ensuing;  and  so  truce  was  taken  for  twelve 
years.  Whereupon  this  is  to  be  noted  by  the  way,  gentle  reader,  not 
unworthy  of  observation,  that  whereas  in  former  times,  and  especially 
in  those  of  the  late  king  Edward  L,  so  long  as  the  Scots  were  under 
the  pope's  blessing,  and  we  in  displeasure  with  his  holiness  for 
dealing  with  them,  so  long  we  prevailed  mightily  against  them,  even 
to  the  utter  subversion  in  a  manner  of  their  whole  estate.    But  now 
so  soon  as  the  pope  took  our  part,  and  the  Scots  were  under  his 
curse  and  excommunication,  then  gat  they  greater  victories  against 
us  than  at  any  time  either  before  or  since ;  insomuch  as  that  being 
before  not  able  to  defend  themselves  against  us,  they  now  pursued 
us  into  the  bowels  of  our  own  country. 

The  king  purposing  to  erect  a  house  of  friars  Augustine,  within 
the  town  of  Boston  in  Lincolnshire,  first  prayed  the  pope's  license 
in  that  behalf 

Polydore  Virgil,  among  other  histories  of  our  English  nation 
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which  he  intermeddleth  with,  prosecuting  also  the  acts  and  life  of  x**«ra 
this  present  king,  and  coming  to  write  of  the  queen's  going  over  — 
into  France,  infcrreth  much  variety  and  diversity  of  authors  and  A.  D. 
story-writers  concerning  the  cause  thereof.     Otherwise,  he  giveth  1323, 
himself  no  true  certainty  of  that  matter,  neither  yet  toucheth  he  that  yjjJS^J, 
which  was  the  real  cause ;  by  reason  partly,  that  he  being  an  Italian  Italian, 
and  a  foreigner,  could  not  understand  our  English  tongue,  and  partly  oMtEn«- 
again,  being  but  one  man,  neither  could  he  alone  come  to  the  sight  J£^,to 
of  all  our  Latin  authors.    One  I  am  sure  came  not  to  his  perusing, 
an  old  ancient  Latin  history  fairly  written  in  parchment,  but  without 
name,  belonging  to  the  library  of  William  Gary,  citizen  of  London. 
In  that  story,  the  truth  of  this  matter,  without  any  ambiguity,  is 
fully  and  with  all  circumstances  expressed,  as  here  briefly  is  in- 
serted. 

The  king  of  England  had  been  divers  and  sundry  times  cited  up  a.d.im4. 
to  the  court  of  France,  to  do  homage  to  the  French  king,  for  the 
dukedom  of  Aquitaine,  and  other  lands  which  the  king  then  held  of 
France ;  which  homage  because  the  king  of  England  refused  to 
tender,  the  French  king  began  to  enter  all  such  possessions  as  the 
king  then  did  hold  in  France :  whereupon  great  contention  and 
conflicts  there  were,  on  both  sides.    At  length,  in  this  year  now 
present,  a  parliament  was  called  at  London,  where,  after  much  alter- 
cation, at  last  it  was  determined,  that  certain  should  be  sent  over,  to 
wit,  the  bishops  of  Winchester  and  Norwich,  and  the  earl  of  Rich- 
mond, to  make  agreement  betwixt  the  two  kings ;  for  the  better  help 
and  fortification  of  which  agreement,  it  was  thought  good  afterwards, 
that  queen  Isabel,  sister  to  Charles,  then  the  French  king,  should  be 
sent  over.    Here  is  to  be  noted  first,  that  the  queen's  lands  and 
possessions  and  castles  a  little  before,  upon  the  breach  between  the 
French  king  and  the  king  of  England,  were  seized  into  the  king's 
hands,  and  the  queen  put  to  her  pension,  &c.    Thus  the  queen  t»« 
being  sent  over  with  a  few  to  attend  upon  her,  only  Sir  John  u>Uh^put 
Cromwcl,  baron,  and  four  knights,  took  their  passage  to  France ;  by  ^lon' 
whose  mediation  it  was  there  concluded,  that  the  King  of  England,  Franc*, 
if  he  would  not  himself  come  to  do  his  homage,  should  give  to  his 
son  Edward  the  dukedom  of  Aquitaine  and  the  earldom  of  Pontigny:  Prince 
and  so  he  to  come  to  make  his  homage  to  the  king,  and  to  possess 
the  same.    This  being  in  France  concluded,  was  sent  over  by  °f 

1       1  •  «   T-»     1      1        •  1      1       i»     1     1  Aquitaine 

message  to  the  king  of  England,  with  the  king  s  letters  patent  »nd  carl 
adjoined  for  the  safe  conduct  of  him  or  of  his  son.    Upon  this,  ugny" 
deliberation  was  taken  in  the  council  of  England;  but  the  two 
Spensers  fearing  to  take  the  seas  with  the  king,  or,  without  the  king, 
to  remain  behind,  for  fear  of  the  nobles,  so  appointed,  that  prince 
Edward,  the  king's  son,  was  sent,  which  happened  afterwards  to  their 
utter  desolation,  as  it  followed:  for  all  things  being  quieted  and 
ordered  according  to  the  agreement  in  France,  king  Edward  of 
England,  soon  after  Michaelmas,  sendeth  for  his  wife  and  his  son 
again  out  of  France.  But  she,  sending  home  most  part  of  her  family,  The 
refuseth  herself  to  return ;  for  what  cause  it  is  not  fully  certain,  ^""he 
whether  for  indignation  that  her  possessions  and  lands  were  seized  to 
the  king,  as  is  before  premised ;  or  whether  for  fear  and  hatred  of  the  turn  into 
Spensers,  as  is  likely ;  or  else  for  love  and  familiarity  of  Sir  Roger  En*,<u,d- 
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Mortimer.    For  here  b  to  l>e  noted,  that  the  said  Sir  Roger  Mor- 
timer, with  divers  others  of  the  barons"1  part,  who  had  broken  prison 
A.  D.  in  England,  were  fled  before  into  France,  and  now  resorted  unto  the 
1        queen.    The  king  seeing  this,  giveth  forth  in  proclamation,  and 
limiteth  a  certain  day  to  the  queen  and  his  son  to  return  ;  or  else  to 
be  proclaimed  traitors  to  the  king  and  to  the  realm.  Notwithstanding, 
the  queen  persisting  in  her  purpose,  denieth  to  return,  unless  the 
other  nobles  who  were  fled  might  be  permitted  safely  also  to  return 
Pfocaim-  with  her ;  whereupon  the  king  immediately  caused  them  both  to  be 
tSnta    proclaimed  traitors,  and  all  them  that  took  their  parts, 
upland.     Here  then  began  great  hatred  between  king  and  king,  between  the 
king  and  the  queen,  much  preparation  of  war,  great  spoiling  on  the 
sea,  much  sending  between  the  pope  and  them ;  but  tnat  would  not 
The  king  serve.    Then  the  king,  by  the  counsel  of  the  Spcnsers,  sendcth 
prtrKr"  privily  to  procure  the  death  of  the  queen  and  of  his  son,  which 
Sftf*11  snould  ue  wrought  by  the  execution  of  the  earl  of  Richmond,  the 
queen     queen's  familiar ;  but  as  the  Lord  would,  that  imagination  was  pre- 
uu'ion.   vented  and  utterly  frustrated.  Albeit,  the  queen,  yet  notwithstanding 
(whether  misdoubting  what  corruption  of  money  might  do  in  the 
court  of  France ;  or  whether  the  French  king,  being  threatened  by 
the  king  of  England  and  by  the  pope,  durst  not  detain  her),  removed 
from  thence,  and  was  received  with  Edward  her  son,  joyously  and 
*  n.i325.  honourably  in  the  court  or  country  of  the  earl  of  Heinault.  There, 
Wtooa    by  means  of  such  as  were  about  her,  a  marriage  was  concluded 
>ctrothed  between  the  said  Edward  her  son,  being  of  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
carter    and  Philip,  the  aforesaid  carl's  daughter.    When  this  was  noised  in 
gg*     England,  divers  men  of  honour  and  name  came  over  to  the  queen ; 
daughter,  and,  soon  after,  the  earl  of  Heinault  prepared  a  crew  of  five  hundred 
men  at  arms  to  escort  over  the  young  prince  with  his  mother  into 
England.  Of  this  the  fame  sprang  shortly  through  the  realm  ;  where- 
fore the  king  in  all  defensible  ways  made  provision  to  have  the  havens 
and  ports  of  his  land  surely  kept,  to  resist  the  landing  of  his  enemies. 
On  the  contrary  side,  the  queen,  with  no  less  preparation,  providcth 
all  things  to  her  expedition  necessary ;  who,  when  she  saw  iicr  time, 
speeding  herself  to  the  sea-coast  with  prince  Edward  her  son,  lord 
Edmund  earl  of  Kent  the  kings  brother,  Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  the 
lord  Wygmorc,  and  other  exiles  of  England,  accompanied  also  by 
the  aforesaid  Heinauldcrs,  of  whom  Sir  John  of  Heinault,  the  earl's 
brother,  was  captain,  having  with  her  of  Englishmen  and  strangers 
the  number  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  soldiers ; 
she  took  shipping  in  those  parts,  and  had  the  wind  so  favourable,  that 
The      they  landed  in  England  at  a  port  called  Orwel,  beside  Harwich  in 
tuning?*  Suffolk,  in  the  dominion  of  the  earl  marshal,  in  the  month  of 
u?v*g-  September ;  to  whom,  after  her  landing,  resorted  earl  marshal  the 
und.     carl  of  Leicester,  with  other  barons,  knights,  and  bishops  also; 
namely  of  Lincoln,  Hereford,  Durham,  and  Ely.    The  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  though  he  came  not  himself,  yet  sent  his  aid  and  money. 
A.D.13M.  Thus  the»queen,  well  furnished  with  plenty  both  of  men  and  victuals, 
The  king  ^teth  forward  toward  London ;  so  that  the  further  she  came,  the 
de*»itut/  more  her  number  daily  increased,  and  the  king's  power  contrarily 
andCMi-  decreased ;  insomuch  that,  as  mine  author  affirmeth,  not  one  almost  in 
all  the  realm  could  be  hired  with  any  wages  to  fight  on  the  king's  behalf 
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against  the  queen,  neither  did  the  queen's  army  hurt  any  man  or  child,  Ednrd 
either  in  goods  or  any  other  tiling,  by  the  way.  IL 

At  the  arriving  of  the  queen,  the  Icing  was  in  London,  who  first  A-  D« 
would  not  believe  it  to  be  true.    Afterwards,  seeing  and  perceiving  132G- 
how  it  was,  he  askcth  help  of  the  Londoners,  who,  after  mature 
advisement,  rendered  this  answer  to  the  king  again  :  that  as  touching  Answer 
the  king,  the  queen,  and  their  son,  the  lawful  heir  of  the  kingdom,  London- 
they  were  ready,  with  all  duty  and  service,  to  honour  and  obey.   As  £i*j,0,he 
for  strangers  and  traitors  to  the  realm,  they  would  receive  none  such 
within  their  city  gates.    Furthermore,  to  go  out  of  the  city  to  fight, 
tliat,  they  said,  they  would  Jiot,  unless  it  were  so,  that  according  to 
the  liberties  of  their  city,  they  might  return  home  again  before  sun-  LibertiM 
set.    The  king  hearing  this  answer  (which  liked  him  not  well),  orunrU 
fortifieth  the  Tower  of  London  with  men  and  victuals,  committing  \nQ 
the  custody  thereof  to  John  Ealtham,  his  younger  son,  and  to  the 
wife  of  Hugh  Spenser,  his  niece ;  and  leaving  Walter  Stapletoij, 
bishop  of  Exeter,  behind  him,  to  have  the  rule  of  the  city  of  London, 
he  himself,  hearing  daily  the  great  recourse  of  the  people  tliat  drew 
to  the  queen,  for  more  safeguard  to  himself,  fled  with  a  small  com- 
pany westward,  towards  Wales.    But,  before  his  departing  from  The 
London,  he  caused  a  proclamation  to  be  made,  wherein  all  and  singular  ^'"„'\l 
persons  were  charged,  upon  forfeit  of  life  and  goods,  every  man  with  n,,tion 
all  his  power  to  rise  and  invade  the  rebels  and  destroy  them  all,  only 
the  lives  of  the  queen,  his  son,  and  his  brother,  reserved.   Also  that 
no  man,  upon  pain  pretaxate,  should  help,  rescue,  or  relieve  the  said 
rebels,  with  goods,  victuals,  or  otherwise.    Item,  it  was  also  pro- 
claimed, that  whosoever  would  bring  to  the  king  the  head  and  body 
of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  either  dead  or  alive,  should  have  out  of  the 
king's  coffers  a  thousand  pounds. 

In  contrariwise,  the  queen  setteth  forth  another  proclamation,  The 
wherein  it  was  forbidden  to  take  or  spoil  violently  the  value  of  any 
man's  goods  against  the  will  of  the  owner,  under  pain  of  losing  his  m*tion- 
finger,  if  it  were  three-pence;  of  his  hand,  if  it  were  sixpence;  of  his 
head,  if  it  Mere  twelve-pence.  Moreover,  whosoever  would  bring  to 
the  queen  the  head  of  Hugh  Spenser  the  younger,  chopped  off  from  his 
body,  should  receive  of  the  queen  for  so  doing,  two  thousand  pounds. 
This  done,  the  queen  sendeth  her  letters  to  the  city  of  London  for 
aid  and  succour  to  subdue  the  oppressor  of  the  realm,  to  which  letters 
at  first  no  answer  was  made.  Again,  she  wrote  the  second  letter, 
which  was  then  tacked  upon  the  cross  in  Cheap,  which  was  then  called 
the  new  cross ;  the  copy  and  tenor  of  which  letter  was  this : 

Copy  of  a  Letter  that  the  Queen  sent  unto  the  Mayor  and  Citizens 

of  London. 

Isabel,  by  the  grace  of  God,  queen  of  England,  lady  of  Ireland,  and  countess  of 
Pountif.  And  we  Edward,  the  first  son  of  the  king  of  England,  duke  of  Guienne, 
earl  of  Chester,  of  Pountif,  and  of  Mounstrell,  to  the  mayor  and  all  the  com- 
monalty of  London,  send  greeting.  Forasmuch  as  we  have  before  this  time 
sent  to  you  by  our  letters,  and  how  we  come  into  this  land  in  good  array,  and 
good  manner,  for  the  profit  of  holy  church,  and  of  our  right  dear  lord  and  king, 
and  all  the  realm,  with  all  our  might  and  strength  to  keep  and  maintain  the 
realm,  as  all  good  people  ought  for  to  do ;  upon  that,  we  pray  you  and  desire 
you  that  ye  would  be  helping  to  us  for  the  health  and  profit  of  the  realm ;  and 

VOL.  Urn  U  U 
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.  S rficnrd  we  have  had  none  answer  of  you,  nor  know  not  your  will  in  that  part :  wherc- 
11      fore  we  send  to  you  again,  and  pray  you,  and  charge  you,  that  ye  "bear  you  so 
q    against  us,  that  ye  have  no  nor  make  cause  us  to  grieve,  but  that  ye  be  to 

13*>6  U9  ne'Pmf?  m  tne  wa>'8  tnat  y°u  may-  wete  >'e  certain*  tnal 
 "L—  we,  and  also  those  that  cometh  with  us  into  this  realm,  nothing  for  to  done. 

but  that  shall  be  pleasing  to  God,  and  common  profit  to  ail  the  realm ; 
not  else,  but  for  to  destroy  the  Spenaers,  enemies  to  the  realm,  as  ye  well 
know  Wherefore  we  pray  and  charge  you,  in  the  faith  that  ye  owe  to  our  lord 
the  king,  to  the  crown,  and  to  us,  and  upon  all  that  ye  may  forfeit,  that  if  Hugh 
Spenser,  both  the  father  and  the  son,  our  enemies,  come  within  your  power,  that 
ye  do  them  hastily  to  be  taken,  and  safely  kept,  till  we  have  ordained  for  them 
our  will,  as  ye  desire  profit  and  honour  of  us,  and  of  the  realm.  Understand- 
ing well,  if  it  be  so,  that  ye  do  our  desire  and  prayer,  we  shall  the  more  be 
beholden  to  you.  And  also  we  shall  do  you  profit  and  worship  if  that  ye  send 
us  hastily  word  again  of  your  will. 

Given  at  Baldockc,  the  sixth  day  of  October. 

Bi»hoP  or    These  aforesaid  letters  being  published  and  perused,  the  bishop  of 
ESSSed  Exeter,'  to  whom,  as  ye  heard,  was  committed  the  rule  of  the  city, 
"anJurd  scnt  10  tnc  mavor  *°r  tnc  keys  of  the  gates,  using  such  sharp  words 
in  cheap,  in  the  king's  name,  that  variance  began  to  kindle  between  him 
and  the  citizens ;  so  much  so  tliat  the  commons  in  their  rage  took 
the  bishop  and  beheaded  him  and  two  of  his  household  at  the  Stan- 
dard in  Cheap.    Then  the  king  went  to  Bristol,  and  ordained  Sir 
Hugh  Spenser  the  father,  to  keep  the  castle  and  town  there ;  and  the 
king,  with  Hugh  Spenser  the  son,  and  Sir  Robert  Baldock,  the  chan- 
cellor, and  the  earl  of  Arundel,  went  into  Wales.     The  queen's 
forces  so  pursued  them,  that  they  first  took  the  town,  yielded  up  to 
iiuu'h     her;  then  they  took  Sir  Hugh  Spenser  the  father,  whom,  being  drawn 
Sjaf'  and  torn,  they  at  last  hanged  up  at  Bristol,  in  chains  of  iron.  As 
ti>er,      the  kinj;  was  thus  flvinjr,  the  queen  caused  to  be  proclaimed  through- 
out  her  army,  that  the  king  should  come  and  appear,  and  so  receive 
his  kingdom  again,  if  he  would  be  comfortable  to  his  liege  subjects: 
who  when  he  did  not  appear,  prince  Edward,  his  son,  was  proclaimed 
high  keeper  of  the  realm. 
The  king     In  the  mean  time  Henry  carl  of  I/ancaster,  and  brother  to  the  good 
earl  Thomas,  who  before  was  beheaded,  also  lord  William  Souch,  and 
Master  Uphowel,  were  sent  by  the  queen  into  Wales  to  pursue  the 
king,  and  there  they  took  him,  and  scnt  him  to  the  castle  of  Kenil- 
worth ;  and  took  Hugh  Spenser  the  son,  and  Sir  Robert  Baldock  the 
chancellor,  and  Sir  John,  earl  of  Arundel,  and  brought  them  all  to  the 
nu«h     town  of  Hereford.    Soon  after,  Hugh  Spenser  the  son,  was  drawn, 
JffEJJ  and  hanged  on  a  gallows  fifty  feet  high,  and  afterwards  beheaded 
and  quartered,  whose  quarters  were  sent  into  the  four  quarters  of 
the  realm.     Sir  John  of  Arundel  was  beheaded,  and  Sir  Robert 
Baldock  was  put  in  Newgate  at  London,  where,  shortly  after,  he 
pined  away  and  died  among  the  thieves.    This  done,  a  parliament 
was  assembled  at  London,  from  whence  message  was  sent  to  the  king, 
that  if  he  would  resign  up  his  crown,  his  son  should  have  it  after  him  ; 
if  not,  another  should  take  it,  to  whom  the  lot  would  give  it :  where- 
upon the  king,  being  constrained  to  yield  up  his  crown  to  his  son,  was 
kept  in  prison,  and  after  had  to  Barkley ;  where  he  is  said  to  have  taken 
great  repentance.    After  this  message  being  sent,  and  the  king  half 

(1)  Thl»  bUhop  of  Exeter  bulWed  In  Oxford  two  etlle/e*.  Exeter  College,  and  Hart  Hr.i:.  hl» 


taken  in 
Wale*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


KING   EDWARD  II.  IMPRISONED  AND  DEPOSED.  659 

condescending  thereunto  (the  parliament  notwithstanding  prosecuting  Edward 


and  going  forward),  there  was  a  bill  exhibited  and  put  up,  containing 
certain  article*  against  the  said  king,  then  in  prison  in  the  castle  of  A.  D. 
Barklcy,  touching  his  misbehaviour  and  imprudent  governing  of  the  1326, 
realm ;  which  bill  openly  before  the  lords  and  commons,  by  the  Ax{j{"iled 
speaker  of  the  parliament  house,  was  read.    After  long  consultation  in  the 
thereupon  amongst  themselves  touching  those  articles,  and  also  for  STent* 
the  better  and  more  circumspect  government  of  the  realm  from  that  Jgf** 
time  forth,  it  was  consulted  and  agreed  upon  by  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  the  commons  there  assembled,  that  the  said  Ed- 
ward was  a  man  not  meet  to  be  their  king,  nor  from  that  time  forth 
any  more  to  bear  the  crown  royal,  or  title  of  a  king;  but  that  Edward  making 
his  eldest  son,  who  there  in  the  same  court  of  high  parliament  was  SyItho'd 
present,  as  he  was  rightful  heir  and  inheritor  thereunto,  so  should  he  jj^fl*  a 
be  crowned  king  thereof  in  his  fathers  stead,  with  these  conditions 
thereunto  annexed :  that  he  should  take  wise,  sage,  and  true  coun-  CiuT*u 
sellors  unto  him,  that  the  realm  might  be  better  and  more  circum-  kil,g 
spcctly  governed,  than  before  in  the  time  of  Edward  his  father  it 
was;  and  that  the  old  king,  his  father,  should  be  honourably  provided 
for  and  kept,  so  long  as  he  lived,  according  as  unto  his  estate  it  apper- 
tained, &c.    These  and  other  things  thus  finished  and  ended,  the 
parliament  breaketh  up,  and  all  things  necessary,  and  to  the  corona- 
tion of  a  prince  appertaining,  were  in  speedy  wise  prepared,  whereof 
more  hereafter  (Christ  willing)  shall  be  specified. 

In  the  mean  time  as  touching  the  king,  who  was  yet  in  prison,  it 
is  thought  by  some  writers,  that  the  next  year  following,  by  the  means 
of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  he  was  miserably  slain,  by  a  spit,  as  it  is  said, 
being  thrust  up  into  his  body,  and  was  buried  at" Gloucester,  after  he 
had  reigned  nineteen  years. 

In  the  time  and  reign  of  this  king,  the  college  of  Cambridge,  called  Michael 
Michael  House,  was  founded  and  buildcd  by  Sir  Henry  Stanton,  |H<cun- 
knight,  to  the  use  and  increase  of  learning,  a  thing  in  a  common-  Jjjjjj^ 
wealth  very  profitable  and  necessary  to  be  had ;  the  want  and  need  ^j^nr 
whereof,  many  sundry  times,  is  sooner  felt  in  this  realm  of  ours  and 
other  realms  abroad,  than  is  the  discommodity  thereof  of  most  men 
commonly  understood. 

About  the  same  time  also  was  Nicolaus  de  Lyra,  who  wrote  the 
ordinary  Gloss  of  the  Bible  :  also  Gulielmus  Ocham,  a  worthy  divine, 
and  of  a  right  sincere  judgment,  as  the  times  then  would  either  give 
or  suffer. 

In  the  tractation  of  this  king's  history,  it  was  declared  before  what 
grudge  did  kindle  in  the  hearts  of  the  barons  against  the  king,  for 
revoking  such  acts  and  customs  as  had  been  before  in  the  parliament 
established,  both  for  Peter  Gaveston,  and  for  the  two  Spensers.  Also, 
what  severe  punishment  the  king  did  execute  upon  them  for  the  same, 
in  such  cruel  and  rigorous  sort,  that  as  he  spared  none  of  those  whom 
he  could  there  find,  so  he  never  ceased  all  his  life  after  to  inquire  out 
and  to  be  revenged  of  all  such  as  had  been  in  any  part  or  consenting 
to  that  matter.  For  this  his  extreme  and  implacable  tyranny,  he  was  Tyranny 
in  such  hatred  of  all  the  people,  that,  as  he  said,  he  could  not  find 
one  of  all  the  commons  to  take  his  part,  when  need  required.  Among  P,e- 
others  who  were  for  that  matter  troubled,  was  one  Adam,  bishop  of 
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Edward  Hereford,  who  being  impeached  of  treason  with  others  besides,  was  at 
—  length  arrested  in  the  parliament  to  appear  and  answer  to  that  which 
A.  I),  should  be  to  him  objected.  Many  things  were  there  laid  against  him, 
1326,  for  taking  part  with  them  that  rose  against  the  king,  with  more  matters, 

and  heinous  rebukes,  &c. ;  whercunto  the  bishop  for  a  great  while 

answered  nothing.1 

Form  of      At  length  the  bishop,  claiming  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
vtatui    church,  answered  the  king  in  this  form  :2 — "  The  due  reverence  of  your 
ciiaj°p    princely  majesty  ever  saved,  I,  an  humble  minister  and  member  of  the 
lencesthe  holy  church  of  God,  and  a  bishop  consecrated  (albeit  unworthy),  can- 
rfth'**  not,  neither  ought,  to  answer  to  these  so  high  matters  without  authority 
aRa'in^t  a  °^  tne  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  my  direct  judge  next  under  the  high 
•ocular    bishop  of  Rome,  whose  suffragan  also  I  am,  and  the  consent  likewise  of 
judge,     ijjg  0incr  my  fellow-bishops."   After  these  words  by  him  pronounced, 
the  archbishop  and  other  bishops  with  him  were  ready  to  make  humble 
The      intercession  for  him  to  the  king,  and  did.    But  when  the  king  would 
rescued   no1  Dc  won  nor  turned  with  any  supplication,  the  said  bishop, 
eL'gy     togetner  *ith  the  archbishop  and  the  clergy,  coming  with  their  crosses, 
took  him  away,  challenging  him  for  the  church,  without  any  more 
answer-making ;  charging  moreover,  under  the  censures  of  the  church 
and  excommunication,  none  to  presume  to  lay  any  further  hands  upon 
Taking  him.    The  king,  moved  with  this  boldness  and  stoutness  of  the 
eATin     clergy,  commandeth,  notwithstanding,  to  proceed  in  judgment,  and 
Ja"^fnt  the  jury  of  twelve  men  to  go  upon  the  inquiry  of  his  cause ;  who 
J*"       finding  and  pronouncing  the  bishop  to  be  guilty,  the  king  caused 
?'    immediately  all  his  goods  and  possessions  to  be  confiscated  unto 
himself :  moreover,  he  made  his  plate  and  all  his  household  provision 
to  be  thrown  out  of  his  house  into  the  street ;  but  yet  he  remained 
still  under  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  archbishop,  &c. 

This  archbishop  was  Walter  Winchelsey ;  after  whom  succeeded 
Simon  Mepham,  in  the  same  sec  of  Canterbury,  a.d.  1327.' 

After  pope  Clement  V.,  by  whose  decease  the  Romish  see  stood 
vacant,  as  ye  have  heard,  two  years  and  three  months,  next  was  elected 
pope  JohnXXII.,4a  Cistercian  monk,  who  sat  in  that  papacy  eighteen 
a  new-  years.  He  was  stout  and  inflexible,  and  given  so  much  to  the  heap- 
h°ere«y.  to  UJg  up  of  riches,  that  he  proclaimed  them  heretics  who  taught  that 
Sufci  Christ  and  h>8  apostles  had  no  possessions  of  their  own  in  this  world, 
and  the  At  this  time  was  emperor  Louis  of  Bavaria,  a  worthy  man,  who,  with 
had  no  this  pope,  and  others  that  followed  him,  had  no  less  contention  than  had 
ESm-  Frederic  before  mentioned,  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  III.;  inso- 
JJjjJ  much  that  this  contention  and  variance  continued  the  space  of  four  and 
twenty  years.  The  cause  and  first  origin  of  this  tragical  conflict,  i 


Xn  the  constitution  of  Clement  V.,  the  predecessor  to  this  pope ;  by 
»m  it  was  ordained, as  is  before  mentioned,  that  emperors,  by  tlieGer- 
man  princes  elected,  might  be  called  kings  of  the  Romans,  but  might 
not  enjoy  the  title  or  right  of  the  empire  to  be  nominated  empe- 
rors, without  their  confirmation  given  by  the  pope.  Wherefore,  this 
emperor,  because  he  used  the  imperial  dignity  in  Italy,  before  he  was 


1 

,'ad  tain  anlua  nequrorc*pondeic.  nec  debeo,  absque  D.  Cant, 
pontlflccni  mei  dirccli  Judicis,  cuju»  etiam  »um  auffraganeu*.  autoritate,  et 

Tfl/K'ffwSEghm.  «)  A.D.  IJH,  called  John  XXI.  -Ed. 


|  (2)  ••  Ero  aanct*  eccleale  Del  rainiiter  humilia,  roembrum  ejus,  et  epiicopu*  eoniecratun.  licet 
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authorised  by  the  pope,  the  said  pope  therefore  excommunicated  him. 
And  notwithstanding  the  emperor  oftentimes  did  proffer  himself  to 


make  entreaty  of  peace  and  concord ;  yet  the  pope,  indexible,  would  A-  D« 
not  bend.    The  writings  on  both  parts  be  yet  extant,  wherein  the  *326, 
said  bishop  doth  make  his  vaunt,  that  he  had  full  power  to  create  and  strife  be- 
depose  kings  and  emperors  at  his  pleasure.    In  the  same  time  were  SfSnST 
divers  learned  men,  who  seeing  the  matter,  did  greatly  disallow  the  jj^m" 
doings  of  the  bishops  of  Rome ;  among  whom  was  William  Ocham, 
whose  tractations  were  afterwards  condemned  by  the  pope,  for 
writing  against  the  temporal  jurisdiction  of  their  see  ;  as  did  another, 
named  Marsilius  Patavmus,  who  wrote  the  book  entitled  '  Defensor 
Paris,'  which  was  given  into  the  hands  of  the  said  emperor ;  wherein 
the  controversy  of  the  pope's  unlawful  jurisdiction  in  things  tem- 
poral is  largely  disputed,  and  the  usurped  authority  of  that  see  set 
forth  to  the  uttermost.    It  is  found  in  some  writers,  that  a  great 
cause  of  this  variance  first  began,  for  that  one  of  the  emperors 
secretaries,  unknown  to  the  emperor,  in  certain  of  his  letters  had 
likened  the  papal  see  to  the  beast  rising  out  of  the  sea,  in  the  Apo- 
calypse.   At  length,  when  the  emperor,  after  much  suit  made  to  the  The 
pope  at  Avignon,  could  not  obtain  his  coronation,  coming  to  Rome,  ""wiled 
he  was  there  received  with  great  honour ;  where  he,  with  his  wife,  (Jf^*,1,  of 
were  both  crowned,  by  the  full  consent  of  all  the  lords  and  cardinals  the  pope, 
present ;  and  moreover,  another  pope  was  there  set  up,  called  Ni- 
coals  V.    After  these  things  done,  the  pope,  not  long  after,  departed 
at  Avignon  in  France ;  after  whom  succeeded  Benedict  XII.,1  a  monk 
of  the  Benedict  order,  and  reigned  seven  years;  who,  by  the  counsel  of 
Philip,  the  French  king,  confirmed  and  prosecuted  the  censures  and 
cursings  that  John,  his  predecessor,  had  published  against  Louis,  the 
emperor :  moreover,  he  deprived  him  of  nis  imperial  crown,  and  also  i,  depTi- 
of  his  dukedom  of  Bavaria.    The  emperor  upon  this  cometh  to  JgJ^ 
Germany,  and  assembling  the  princes  electors,  dukes,  bishops,  nobles, 
and  the  learned,  in  a  council  at  Frankfort,  there  declared  before  them,  a  council 
out  of  the  ancient  laws  and  customs  of  the  empire,  how  it  standeth  *0;r£r*n'1 
only  in  the  princes  electors,  and  in  no  others  to  elect  the  kings  or  JJ« 
the  emperors  of  the  Romans  (for  in  both  these  names  there  was  no  pro?^* 
difference),  so  that  the  same  electors,  in  choosing  the  king  of  the  li 
Romans,  did  also  elect  and  choose  the  emperor ;  which  emperor,  so 
by  them  constituted,  had  lawful  right,  without  any  information  of  the 
apostolical  see,  to  exercise  the  administration  of  the  empire.  And 
if  he  were  lawfully  elect,  he  ought  to  be  anointed  by  the  Roman 
bishop ;  which  if  he  do  refuse,  then  might  he  be  anointed  and  declared 
emperor  and  Augustus  by  any  other  catholic  bishop  thereunto  ap- 
pointed, as  by  the  old  manner  and  custom  hath  been ;  especially 
seeing  these  injunctions  are  only  certain  solemnities  added  and 
invented  by  the  bishops,  for  a  token  of  unity  between  the  church  and 
empire,  to  govern  and  defend  the  faith  together.   Wherefore,  in  that 
the  emperor  sweareth  to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  in  that  is  to  be  under- 
stood no  homage  or  fealty  made  to  the  bishop,  but  onlv  that  it  is  a 
sacrament  and  a  promise  given  to  defend  the  faith which  oath  or 
sacrament  so  given,  giveth  no  majority  to  the  pope  in  any  temporal 
ri'le,  but  only  bindetn  the  emperor  to  be  prompt  and  ready  to  defend 

(1)  A.  D.  1 335 - —  Ed.  (2)  Ex  Hleroo.  Mario. ;  et  ex  Cnntxio 
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K  hrard  the  faith  and  church  of  Christ,  when  need  shall  require  obedience. 

"  Wherefore,  whereas  the  pope  leaneth  only  to  the  clecto^8',  authority 
A.  1).  to  make  the  king  of  Romans,  and  takcth  upon  himself  alone  power 
la26-  to  make  the  emperor ;  that,  as  it  is  newly  brought  in  and  devised  of 
late  by  pope  Clement  V.,  so  is  it  contrary  both  to  all  ancient  order, 
and  also  derogatory  to  the  liberty  and  majesty  of  the  sacred  empire. 
Again,  neither  is  that  also  less  absurd  and  contrary  to  all  right  and 
reason,  that  the  pope,  in  time  of  the  imperial  seat  being  vacant, 
taketh  upon  him  to  have  the  whole  and  full  doings  of  the  empire,  as 
lawful  emperor  for  the  time ;  which  prerogative  and  function,  by 
ancient  oraers  of  our  ancestors,  should  properly  and  only  appertain  to 
the  palatine  of  the  Rhine :  the  constitution  Clementine  of  the  afore- 
said pope  Clement  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Then,  in  the 
end,  for  his  own  excuse,  he,  in  the  presence  of  them  all,  recitcth  the 
public  confession  of  his  faith,  to  answer  and  purge  himself  of  those 


objections  laid  to  him  by  the  pope.  This  did  the  meek  emperor 
Louis  in  that  council.  Yet,  all  this  notwithstanding,  the  said  em- 
peror remained  still  excommunicate,  till  the  time  that  variance 
happened  between  this  pope  Benedict  and  Philip,  the  French  king. 
Wherefore,  to  make  his  party  good,  at  least  to  have  some  friends  to 
flee  to,  he  began  to  pretend  favour  and  absolution,  rather  for  necessity 
than  for  any  good  will  to  the  emperor.  But,  not  long  after,  this  pope 
died ;  of  whom  this  epitaph  was  made  : — 

"  Hie  situs  est  Nero,  laicis  mors,  vipera  clcro, 
Devius  a  vero,  cupa  repleta  mcro." 

Trouble  After  Benedict  followed  pope  Clement  VI.,1  a  man  most  furious 
Shcempe-  and  cruel  ;*  who  renewing  tne  excommunications  of  his  predecessors, 
caused  his  letters  to  be  set  upon  church-doors,  wherein  he  threatened 
and  denounced  most  terrible  thunderbolts  against  the  said  Louis, 
the  emperor,  unless  within  three  days  he  should  satisfy  to  God  and 
the  chureh,  and  renounce  the  imperial  possession  of  the  crown.  The 
emperor  upon  this  cometh  to  Frankfort,  and  there,  ready  to  stand 
in  all  things  to  the  ordinance  of  the  pope,  sendeth  his  orators  to  the 
court  of  Rome,  to  entreat  the  pope's  favour  and  good  will  towards 
him  :  to  which  messengers  the  pope  answered  again,  that  he  would 
never  pardon  the  emperor,  before  he  gave  over  and  confessed  his 
errors  and  heresies,  and,  resigning  up  his  empire  to  his  hands,  would 
submit  himself,  his  children,  and  all  his  goods,  to  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  bishop  ;  promising  that  he  should  not  receive  again  any 
part  of  the  same,  but  upon  his  good  grace,  as  his  will  should  be  to 
restore  them. 

Hcroy  of    The  heresy  here  mentioned,  which  was  to  this  emperor  objected 
ml& 2k  *      the  pope,  was  this  ;  because  (as  is  above  touched  upon)  he  used 
' '  ahutd  ant*  cxecuted  tne  imperial  dignity  after  his  election,  before  he  was 
tEtm.  by  the  pope  confirmed.    Over  and  besides,  the  pope  sendeth  to  the 
,>eror'     emperor,  by  the  said  orators,  a  certain  form  of  a  bill  contained  in 
writing  with  certain  conditions,  which  he  commanded  to  be  given 
into  the  hands  of  the  emperor.    Here,  if  the  emperor  Louis  had  had 
as  much  mind  to  set  upon  the  pope  with  dint  of  sword,  as  he  lacked 

1 1)  A  D.  1342  —  K».     (2)  Ex  Cliron.  de  lex.  mundl  eUllbui,  cui  tit.  <  Rudiroentuni  Novitiorum.' 
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Dttther  occasion  nor  power  so  to  do,  what  blood  might  have  been  Sdtard 
spilt !    But  the  good  emperor,  sparing  the  effusion  of  blood,  re- 
ceiveth  gently  the  bill ;  and  not  only  with  his  seal  doth  confirm  it,  A.  I), 
but  also  sweareth  to  observe  all  the  conditions  thereof ;  which  the  1,'*2G- 
ope  hearing  of,  doth  greatly  marvel.    But  yet  all  this  would  nothing  Proud 
lp  to  mollify  the  modest  heart  of  this  Pharaoh.  £p4* 
The  princes  and  electors,  seeing  the  bill  of  the  articles  and  condi- 
tions, whereof  some  sounded  to  the  malicious  defacing  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  empire,  and  abhorring  the  wickedness  thereof,  desired 
the  emperor  to  stand  to  the  defence  of  the  imperial  dominion,  as  he 
had  begun,  promising  that  their  assistance  and  aid  to  the  uttermost 
thereunto  should  not  lack.    Upon  that  other  orators  were  sent  to  pope 
Clement  from  the  princes,  desiring  him  to  abstain  from  such  manner  of 
articles  conceived  against  the  state  and  majesty  of  the  empire.    The  2£ cm" 
pope,  surmising  all  this  to  spring  from  Louis  the  emperor,  to  the  cu»2d  by 
utter  subversion  of  him  and  all  his  posterity,  on  Maundy-Thursdav  ^F9* 
blustercth  out  most  black  curses  against  him ;  also  he  reneweth  all  heretic, 
the  former  processes  of  his  predecessor  against  him,  as  against  both 
a  heretic  and  a  schismatic :  commanding,  moreover,  the  princes 
electors  to  proceed  in  choosing  a  new  emperor.    The  archbishop  of  Faithful 
Mentz,  seeing  the  innocency  of  the  emperor,  would  not  consent  to  "*™'r 
the  violating  of  his  majesty  ;  wherefore  he  was  deprived  by  the  pope  ■jS?" 
of  all  his  dignities.    The  other  bishops  electors,  as  the  archbishop  cnrnvL  d 
of  Col  ogne,  who  took  eight  thousand  marks,  with  the  duke  of  Saxony,  money, 
who  took  two  thousand  marks,  being  corrupted  with  money  by  John, 
king  of  Bohemia,  elected  Charles,  the  son  of  the  said  John  ;  whom 
pope  Clement  eftsoons  in  his  consistory  did  approve.    Who  sceth  The  pope, 
not  here  what  matter  of  war  and  bloodshed  was  ministered  by  the  *r*du"ra 
pope  between  these  two  emperors,  if  the  patience  of  Louis  had  not  a 


bli 

been  more  prudent  to  quench  the  fire,  than  the  pope  was  to  kindle 
it  ?    Charles,  then  the  new  emperor  elect,  sped  him  to  Aquitaine, 
according  to  the  custom,  there  to  be  crowned ;  but  by  the  citizens 
there  and  the  empress  (the  wife  of  Louis  keeping  thereabout)  he  was 
repelled.    All  this  happened  in  the  time  and  reign  of  Edward  III., 
king  of  England  ;  against  whom  the  said  Charles,  with  the  French 
king,  and  the  king  of  Bohemia,  set  on  by  the  Dope,  encountered  in  Again 
war ;  where  the  king  of  England  had  against  the  :m  a  noble  victory,  up  nn. 
and  slew  a  great  number  of  the  Frenchmen  and  A  ] mains,  and  put 
Charles,  the  new  emperor,  to  flight.    In  the  mean  time,  among  the  rtiariM. 
princes  and  citizens  of  Germany  what  sorrow  and  what  complaints  ^ero* 
were  against  pope  Clement  and  those  electors,  cannot  be  expressed ;  P"**° 
for  as  they  were  all  together  at  Spires  congregated  in  a  general  the  Ra# 
assembly,  so  there  was  none  among  them  all,  that  allowed  the  elec-  u,hn,eu* 
tion  of  Charles,  or  that  cared  for  the  pope^s  process ;  promising  all  to 
adhere  and  continue  faithful  subjects  to  Louis,  their  lawful  emperor. 
But  Louis,  remembering  his  oath  made  before  to  the  pope's  bill,  louu. 
voluntarily  and  willingly  gave  over  his  imperial  dignity,  and  went  to  ^p^fjj* 
Burgravia;  where,  shortly  after,  through  the  procured  practice  off**1^* 
pope  Clement  (as  Hieronymus  Marius  doth  write),  poison  was  given  p'« 
nim  to  drink  ;  after  which  being  drunk,  when  he  would  have  vomited  i»  p«i- 
out  and  could  not,  he  took  his  horse  and  went  to  hunt  the  boar, 
thereby,  through  the  chasing  and  heat  of  his  body,  to  expel  the 
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Edward  venom.    And  there  the  good  and  gentle  emperor,  wickedly  perse- 
JL     cutcd  and  murdered  of  the  pope,  fell  down  dead,1  whom  I  may  well 
A.D.  account  among  the  innocent  and  blessed  martyrs  of  Christ;  for  if 
la26-  the  cause  being  righteous  doth  make  a  martyr,  what  papist  can  justlv 
Lwth,     disprove  his  cause  or  faith  ?    If  persecution  joined  thereunto  causctfi 
emperor  jj^yj^Qj^  wnat  martyr  could  be  more  persecuted  than  he,  who, 
martyr-   having  three  popes  like  three  ban-dogs  upon  him,  at  length  was 
devoured  by  the  same  ?   The  princes  hearing  of  his  death,  assembled 
themselves  to  a  new  election,  who,  refusing  Charles  aforesaid,  elected 
r,nn»cTu«  another  for  emperor,  named  Gunterus  de  Monte  Nigro,  who,  shortly 
Niaro?'"*  after  falling  sick  at  Frankfort,  was  likewise  poisoned  through  his 
emperor,  physician's  servant,  whom  the  aforesaid  Charles  bad  hired  with  money 
i«  poi-    to  work  that  feat.    Gunterus  tasting  of  the  poison,  although  he  did 
•oned.    partly  cagt  jt  Up  agaj,^  yet  so  much  remained  within  him,  as  made 
him  unable  afterwards  to  serve  that  place ;  wherefore,  for  concord's 
sake,  being  counselled  thereto  by  the  Germans,  he  gave  over  his 
empire  to  Charles,  for  else,  great  bloodshed  was  likely  to  ensue. 
This  Charles  thus  ambitiously  aspiring  to  the  imperial  seat  contrary 
to  the  minds  of  the  states  and  peers  of  the  empire,  as  he  did  wickedly 
and  unlawfully  come  by  it,  so  was  he  by  his  ambitious  guiding,  the 
Ruin  of  first  and  principal  mean  of  the  utter  ruin  of  that  monarchy  ;  for  that 
mai^ern-  he,  to  have  his  son  set  up  emperor  after  him,  convented  and  granted 
\\"'&n\  *°  tne  Prmccs  electors  of  Germany  all  the  public  taxes  and  tributes 
thereof.   °^      emP'rc*  ^ms  covenant,  being  once  made  between  the  emperor 
' urc0    and  them,  they  afterwards  held  so  fast,  that  they  caused  the  emperor 
to  swear  never  to  revoke  or  call  back  again  the  same :  by  reason 
whereof,  the  tribute  of  the  countries  of  Germany,  which  then  belonged 
only  to  the  emperor  for  the  sustentation  of  his  wars,  ever  since  to 
this  day  is  dispersed  diversely  into  the  hands  of  the  princes,  and  to 
the  free  cities  within  the  said  monarchy ;  so  that  both  the  empire  being 
disfuniished  and  left  desolate,  and  the  emperors  weakened  thereby, 
they  have  neither  been  able  sufficiently  since  to  defend  themselves, 
nor  yet  to  resist  the  Turk,  or  other  foreign  enemies.   Of  this  a  great 
part,  as  ye  have  heard,  may  be  imputed  unto  the  popes,  &c." 
The  year     This  pope  Clement  first  reduced  the  year  of  jubilee  to  every  fiftieth 
reJurelT  year»  widen  before  was  kept  but  in  the  hundredth  year ;  and  so  he 
nVieTh    being  absent  at  Avignon  (which  he  then  purchased  with  his  money 
>ear.      to  the  see  of  Rome),  caused  it  to  be  celebrated  at  Rome,  a.d.  1350. 
ntajrfau  In  that  year  were  numbered,  of  peregrines  going  in  and  coming  out 
every  day  at  Rome,  to  the  estimation  of  five  thousand.     The  bull 
of  pope  Clement,  given  out  for  this  present  year  of  jubilee,  procecdeth 
in  these  words : — 

Aboml-  What  person  or  persons  soever,  for  devotion  sake,  shall  take  their  peregrina- 
nabie  and  tion  unto  the  holy  city,  the  same  day  when  he  settcth  forth  out  of  his  house, 
™*?£hwi  he  may  choose  unto  him  what  confessor  or  confessors  either  in  the  way  or 

mou*  null  11..  g,  %  i  •« 

of  pope  where  else  he  hsteth  :  unto  the  which  confessors  we  grant,  by  our  authority, 
clement  plenary  power  to  absolve  all  cases  papal,  as  fully  as  if  we  were  in  our  proper 
person  there  present  Item,  we  grant  that  whosoever  being  truly  confessed 
com  P°pe  8nall  chance  by  the  way  to  die,  he  shall  be  quit  and  absolved  of  all  his  sins, 
maiideth  Moreover,  we  command  the  angels  of  paradise  to  take  his  soul  out  of  his  body, 
^an"    being  absolved,  and  to  carry  it  into  the  glory  of  paradise,  &c 

(I)  Loui*  of  Bavaria  died  a.d.  I3*7.-Ed.  (J) 
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A  nd  in  another  bull  he  saith, —  Edwnrd 

n. 


We  will,  that  no  pain  of  hell  shall  touch  him  :  granting,  moreover,  to  all  and  j 
singular  person  and  persons  signed  with  the  holy  cross,  power  and  authority  to  \^26. 
deliver  and  release  three  or  four  soids,  whom  they  list  themselves,  out  of  the  - 


pains  of  purgatory,  &c.  OfJjJ^ 

the  pope  t 

This  Clement,  as  mine  author  affirmeth,  took  upon  him  so  pro- 
digally in  his  popedom,  that  he  gave  to  his  cardinals  of  Rome 
bishoprics  ind  benefices  which  then  were  vacant  in  England,  and 
began  to  give  them  new  titles  for  the  same  livings  he  gave  them  in 
England ;  wherewith  the  king,  as  good  cause  he  had,  was  offended, 
and  undid  all  the  provisions  of  the  pope  within  his  realm ; 1  com-  Tb«  king 
manding,  under  pain  of  imprisonment  and  life,  no  man  to  be  so  [he'£j£ 
hardy,  as  to  induce  and  bring  in  any  such  provisions  of  the  pope,  any 
more  within  his  land.    And  under  the  same  punishment  he  charged 
the  two  cardinals  to  void  the  realm,  (a.d.  1343).    In  the  same  Tenth,  of 
year  all  the  tenths,  as  well  of  the  Templars  as  of  other  spiritual  men,  jj"£h 
were  given  and  paid  to  the  king  through  the  whole  realm.    And  Jj^* 
thus  much  concerning  good  Louis,  emperor  and  martyr,  and  pope 
Clement  VI.,  his  enemy  ;  wherein,  because  we  have  a  little  exceeded 
the  course  of  years  whereat  we  left  off,  let  us  return  somewhat  back 
again,  and  take  such  things  in  order  as  belong  to  the  church  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  setting  forth  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.,  and 
the  doings  of  the  church  which  in  his  time  have  happened,  as  the 
grace  of  Christ  our  Lord  will  assist  and  enable  us  thereto. 

This  aforesaid  king  Edward  II.  in  his  time  builded  two  houses  oriei-Coi- 
in  Oxford  for  good  letters,  to  wit,  Oriel-College,  and  St.  Mary-  SVSj. 
Hall.  "»»^ 

Here  I  omit  also  by  the  way  the  furious  outrage  and  conflict  which  buii«u-d 
happened  in  the  time  of  this  king,  a  little  before  his  death,  a.d.  1326,  iLwnn. 
between  the  townsmen  and  the  abbey  of  Bury;  wherein  the  towns-  SoH*0" 
men  gathering  themselves  together  in  a  great  multitude  (for  what  tw««n  ««• 
cause  or  old  grudge  between  them,  the  register  doth  not  declare),  abb^y  of 
invaded  and  sacked  the  monastery.    And  after  they  had  imprisoned  Bury' 
the  monks,  they  rifled  the  goods  and  treasure  of  the  whole  house, 
spoiling  and  carrying  away  their  plate,  money,  copes,  vestments, 
censers,  crosses,  chalices,  basons,  jewels,  cups,  macers,  books,  with 
other  ornaments  and  implements  of  the  house,  to  a  value  unesti- 
mable  :2  in  that  conflict,  certain  also  on  both  sides  were  slain.  Such 
was  the  madness  then  of  that  people,  that  when  they  had  gathered 
unto  them  a  great  concourse  of  servants  and  light  persons  of  that 
country  to  the  number  of  twenty  thousand,  to  whom  they  promised 
liberty  and  freedom ;  by  virtue  of  such  writs  as  they  had  out  of 
that  house,  first  they  got  into  their  hands  all  their  evidences,  copies, 
and  instruments,  that  they  could  find ;  then  they  took  off  the  lead ; 
that  done,  setting  fire  to  the  abbey-gates,  they  burned  up  nearly  the 
whole  house.    After  that  they  proceeded  to  the  farms  and  granges 
belonging  to  the  same  abbey,  whereof  they  wasted,  spoiled,  and  burned 
to  the  number  of  two  and  twenty  manor-places  in  one  week  ;  trans- 
porting away  the  corn,  horses,  cattle,  and  other  moveables  belonging 
to  the  same,  the  price  whereof  is  registered  to  come  to  922/.  4*.  lid. 

(»  Ex  Chron.  W«U.  In  Vit.  Edw.  III.  J» 
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Edward  besides  the  valuation  of  other  riches  and  treasures  within  the  abbey, 

£    which  cannot  be  estimated. 
A.  D.      The  abbot  was  all  this  space  at  London,  in  the  parliament,  by 
whose  procurement  at  length  such  rescue  was  sent  down,  that  twenty- 
four  of  the  chief  of  the  town  (submitting  themselves)  were  committed 
to  ward ;  thirty  carts-full  of  the  townsmen  Mxre  carried  to  Norwich, 
of  whom  nineteen  were  there  hanged,  and  divers  convicted  were  put 
to  prison.   The  whole  township  was  condemned  in  seven-score  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  be  paid  for  damages  of  the  house.    John  Berton, 
alderman,  and  W.  Herling,  with  thirty-two  priests,  thirteen  women, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirtv-eight  others  of  the  said  town  were  out- 
lawed ;  of  whom  divers,  after  grudging  at  the  abbot  for  breaking 
promise  with  them  at  London,  did  confederate  themselves  together; 
and  privily,  in  the  night,  coming  to  the  manor  of  Chenington,  where 
the  abbot  did  lie,  burst  open  the  gates,  and  entering  in,  first  bound 
The  abbot  all  his  family.    After  they  had  robbed  him  of  all  his  plate,  jewels  and 
rndH   money,  they  took  the  abbot  and  shaved  him,  and  secretly  conveyed 
liwaAo  mm  away  with  them  to  London  ;  where  they,  removing  him  from 
Brabant,  street  to  street  unknown,  from  thence  had  him  over  the  Thames  into 
Kent :  at  length  over  the  sea  they  ferried  to  Dist  in  Brabant,  where 
they  a  sufficient  time  kept  him  in  much  penury,  misery,  and  thraldom; 
till,  at  length,  the  matter  being  searched  out,  they  were  all  excom- 
municated, first  by  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  then  by  the  pope. 
&u*iuTtA  At  last  it  being  known  where  he  was,  he  was  delivered  and  rescued 
by  his  friends  out  of  the  thieves1  hands,  and  finally  brought  home 
with  procession,  and  restored  to  his  house  again  :  and  thus  was  that 
abbey  with  the  abbot  of  the  same,  for  what  demerits  I  know  not. 
vexed  and  afflicted  about  this  time,  as  more  largely  I  have  seen 
in  their  Latin  register.    But  thus  much  briefly;  the  rest  I  omit 
here,1  passing  over  to  the  reign  of  the  next  king. 


EDWARD  THE  THIRD.* 


A.D.  Concerning  the  acts  and  story  of  king  Edward  II.,  his  deposi- 
1327.  tion,  and  his  cruel  death,  wrought  by  the  false  and  counterfeit  letter 
of  Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  sent  in  the  king's  name  to  the  keepers,  for 
the  which  he  was  afterwards  charged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  I  have 
written  sufficiently  before,  and  more,  peradventure,  than  the  profession 
of  this  ecclesiastical  history  will  well  admit.  Notwithstanding,  for 
certain  respects  and  causes,  I  thought  somewhat  to  extend  my  limits 
herein  the  more  ;  whereby  both  kings,  and  such  as  climb  to  be  about 
them,  may  take  the  better  example  by  the  same ;  the  one  to  have 
the  love  of  his  subjects,  the  other  to  learn  to  flee  ambition,  and  not 
bear  themselves  to  brag  of  their  fortune  and  state,  how  high  soever  it 
be :  considering  with  themselves  nothing  to  be  in  this  world  so  firm 
and  sure,  that  may  promise  itself  any  certain  continuance,  and  that  is 
not  in  perpetual  danger  of  mutation,  unless  it  be  fastened  by  Gods 
protection. 

'1)  About  the  Utter  end  of  thU  Edward  II.  ceaaeth  the  hlatory  of  Nlc.  Triret.  and  of  Flor  HUt. 
(1)  Edition  I5tfl.  p.  74.    Ed.  IJB3.  p.  374.    Ed.  ICS*,  p.  344.    Ed.  10M.  «oL  L  p.4M.-Ki>. 
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After  the  suppression  of  this  king,  as  is  above  expressed,  Edward  jmimh 
his  son  was  crowned  king  of  England,  being  about  the  age  of  fifteen,  Ul' 
who  reigned  the  space  of  fifty  years,  and  was  a  prince  of  much  and  h  I), 
great  temperance,  in  feats  of  arms  very  expert,  and  no  less  fortunate  1327- 
and  lucky  in  all  his  wars,  than  his  father  was  unfortunate  before  him. 
For  liberality,  also,  and  clemency,  he  was  worthily  commended ; 
briefly,  in  all  princelv  virtues,  famous  and  excellent.  Concerning  the 
memorable  acts  of  this  prince,  done  both  in  war  and  peace,  as  how 
he  subdued  the  Scots,  had  great  victories  by  the  sea,  conquered 
France,  a.  d.1332,  won  Calais,  a.d.  1848,  and  translated  the  staple 
thither,  took  the  French  king  prisoner,  and  how  the  French  arms  first 
by  him  were  brought  in,  and  conjoined  with  the  English  arms ;  also 
how  the  order  of  the  garter  first  by  the  said  king  was  invented  and 
ordained,  a.d.  1356,  also,  a.d.  1857,  how  the  king,  in  his  parlia- 
ment at  Nottingham  decreed,  that  all  such,  in  Flanders  or  elsewhere, 
as  had  skill  in  making  cloth,  should  peaceably  inhabit  the  land,  and 
be  welcome  (for  three  years  before  that,  it  was  enacted,  that  no  wool 
should  be  transported  over  the  sea ;  which  was,  to  bridle  the  pride  of 
the  Flemings,  who  then  loved  better  the  sacks  of  wool,  than  the 
nation  of  Englishmen) :  all  these  things,  with  other  noble  acts  of 
this  worthy  prince,  although  in  other  chronicles  they  be  fully  treated 
of,  yet,  according  to  that  order  which  I  have  begun  (saying  some- 
what of  each  king's  reign,  although  not  pertinent  to  our  ecclesiastical 
history),  I  have  here  inserted  the  same  ;  making  haste  to  other  mat- 
ters, shortly  and  compendiously  abridging  them  out  of  divers  and 
sundry  authors  together  compacted,  mentioned  in  this  wise. 

The  coronation  and  solemnity  of  king  Edward  III.,  and  all  the 
pomp  thereof,  was  no  sooner  ended,  but  Robert  Bruce,  king  of 
Scotland,  understanding  the  state  and  government  of  the  realm  to  be, 
as  it  was  indeed,  in  the  queen,  the  young  king,  the  earl  of  Kent,  and 
Sir  Roger  Mortimer;  and  that  the  lords  and  barons,  as  he  was 
informed,  did  scarcely  well  agree  amongst  themselves,  although  he 
grew  now  in  age,  and  was  troubled  with  the  falling  disease,  yet 
thought  he  this  a  meet  time  for  his  purpose,  to  make  invasion :  hoping 
for  as  good  success  and  like  victory  now,  as  but  lately  before  he  had 
at  the  castle  of  Eustrivelin.  Whereupon,  about  the  feast  of  Easter,  Do  (la  n  re 
he  sent  his  ambassadors  with  heralds  and  letters  of  defiance  to  the 
young  king  Edward  III.,  the  queen,  and  the  council ;  declaring,  that  Seoit- 
his  purpose  was,  with  fire  and  sword  to  enter  and  invade  the  realm  of 
England,  &c.  The  king,  queen,  and  council,  hearing  this  bold 
defiance,  commanded  in  all  speedy  preparation  musters  to  be  made 
throughout  all  the  realm ;  appointing  to  every  band  captains  conve- 
nient, and  at  the  city  of  York,  by  a  day  assigned  them,  commanding 
every  man  to  be,  with  all  their  necessary  furniture,  ready  and 
thoroughly  provided.  They  directed  their  letters  also  with  all  speed 
to  Sir  John  of  Heinault,  requiring  him,  with  such  soldiers  and  men- 
at-arms  as  he  might  conveniently  provide  in  Flanders,  Heinault,  and 
Hrabant,  to  meet  the  king  and  queen,  upon  the  Ascension-day  next 
ensuing,  at  their  city  of  York. 

The  king  and  queen  made  speedy  preparation  for  this  expedition ; 
the  noblemen  provided  themselves  with  all  things  necessary  there- 
unto; the  English  captains  and  soldiers,  their  bands  thoroughly 
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Edrard  furnished,  were  ready  at  their  appointed  time  and  place.    Sir  John 

 of  Hcinault  lord  Beaumont  mustering  his  men  as  fast,  was  ready  to 

A-  D.  take  shipping,  where,  at  Wysant,  in  English  bottoms  there  lying  for 
*327,  him  ready,  he  went  aboard,  and  with  a  merry  wind  landed  at  Dover, 
travelling  from  thence  by  small  journeys  daily,  till  he  came,  within 
three  days  after  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  to  the  city  of  York,  where 
The  king  the  king  and  queen,  with  a  great  power  of  sixty  thousand  men,  within 
J^L„     and  about  the  city  of  York,  expected  his  coming ;  before  whom,  in 
with0™'  courteous  wise  he  presented  himself,  and  mustered  his  troop,  wherein 
»rmy  of  he  had  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  good  men-at-arms  well  appointed 
tl.ou.and  and  mounted.  His  coming  and  furniture  were  well  liked  both  by  the 
meet  the  king  and  queen ;  and  he  was,  by  the  harbinger,  appointed  to  be 
kingof   lodged,  with  his  household  retinue,  in  the  abbey  of  white  monks. 
To  be  brief,  such  grudge  and  variance  arose  between  some  of  the 
king's  soldiers  and  his,  within  the  suburbs  of  the  town  being  together 
lodged,  that  from  the  little  to  more,  whilst  the  king  and  queen,  with 
divers  other  of  the  nobles  (strangers  and  others),  were  at  dinner,  the 
said  fray  so  greatly  increased,  that  the  whole  army,  as  many  as  were 
in  the  town  then  lodged,  stood  to  their  defence ;  so  that  there  were 
slain  of  the  English  archers,  in  a  short  space,  by  the  strangers,  to  the 
Great     number  of  three  hundred  men.  Whereupon,  after  the  fray  was,  with 
yglk."    much  difficulty  both  of  the  king  and  queen,  ended,  such  heart-burning 
grew  between  the  parties,  that  the  number  of  six  thousand  conspired 
together  against  them,  thinking  to  have  burned  them  in  their  lodgings, 
had  they  not  been,  by  the  great  grace  of  God  and  discreet  handling, 
otherwise  prevented  and  let.   Whereupon  the  Heinaulders  were  fain  to 
take  and  keep  the  field,  using  as  diligent  watch  and  ward  as  though 
they  had  been  among  their  hostile  enemies.    After  this,  the  king  set 
forward  his  army  towards  Durham,  and  encamped  himself  near  about 
the  same;  who  also  sent  the  lord  Ufford  and  the  lord  Mowbrey  to 
car  Lie   Carlisle  with  a  sufficient  company  to  keep  that  entrance ;  and  also 
the  lord  marshal  of  England  to  keep  the  town  of  Newcastle,  with  a 


the 
kcyt  of 


sufficient  company  to  defend  the  same,  and  the  country  adjoining. 
England.  For  well  knew  the  king,  that  by  one  of  these  two  entries  the  Scots 

kept  with  —  -  -        -      -      -   -  -       -  — 


must  pass  into  England,  standing  both  of  them  upon  the  river  Tyne, 
twenty-four  miles  distant. 
The  scou  But  the  Scots  privily  with  their  army  passed  the  river  betwixt  the 
Tyne!  *  two  towns  into  England,  few  understanding  thereof,  till  the  great 
5S5&.  fire8  which  the  Scots  had  kindled  and  made  in  England,  bewrayed 
ingjhe  them ;  who  came  burning  and  destroying  the  country  all  about  as  far 
as  Stanhope  park.  This  thing  being  declared  to  the  king,  he  com- 
mandeth  his  host  with  all  speed  to  march  towards  them ;  who  so  long 
The  travelled,  that  they  came  in  sight  each  of  other.  The  king  also 
■J*'  commanded  the  passages  of  the  river  to  be  so  straitly  and  narrowlv 
s?otihw  fruaru'ec^  tf'8*  °y  no  rneans  the  Scots  could  retire  and  escape  hack 
near,  that  again  into  Scotland,  without  battle  given  them  of  the  king.  But  the 
^h***  Scots,  understanding  the  great  power  of  the  king,  kept  always  the 
advantage  of  the  hills,  retiring  in  the  nights  from  one  to  another;  so 
that,  without  great  odds  and  advantage  on  the  one  side,  and  hazard 
to  the  other,  tne  king  could  not  set  upon  them. 

Thus,  in  the  day  time,  the  Scots,  keeping  the  advantage  of  the 
hills,  and  in  the  night  time  retiring  to  the  advantage  of  other  similar 
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oi.cs,  came  near  against  that  river  where  they  first  passed  over,  where  £<i*y4 

they  made  a  show  to  offer  battle  to  the  king  upon  the  morrow.  _ 

Hereupon  the  king  being  busied  in  putting  his  men  and  battles  in  A.D. 
readiness  to  fight  the  next  morning,  being  almost  wearied  out  in  132'- 
pursuing  the  Scots  from  place  to  place,  the  Scots,  in  the  mean 
season,  got  over  the  river,  and  escaped  the  danger  of  the  king.  As 
this  thing  could  not  be  done  without  great  treason  of  some  near  about 
the  king ;  so  Sir  Roger  Mortimer  was  grievously  suspected  thereof, 
and,  afterwards,  it  was  laid  to  his  charge.    But'to  be  short,  by  this  Th*scot», 
means  the  Scots  escaped  the  river;  after  whom  it  should  have  availed  tre^on* 
the  king  very  little  to  have  made  pursuit,  as  the  wily  Scots  knew  full 
well.    For  joy  thereof,  the  lord  William  Douglas,  one  of  the  Scottish  £"£'"^t 
generals,  with  two  hundred  horse,  gave  alarm  in  the  king's  camp ; 
and  came  so  near,  that  he  cut  certain  of  the  lines  of  the  kings  tent 
in  sunder  with  his  sword,  and  retired  to  his  company  without  great 
loss  of  any  of  his  men.    Then,  on  the  morrow,  the  king,  perceiving  Provuion 
the  Scots  to  be  gone,  came  to  the  place  where  over-night  they  lodged,  BMttutt - 
where  were  found  five  hundred  great  oxen  and  kine  ready  killed ;  five  c*n,p- 
hundred  cauldrons  made  of  beasts"  skins  full  of  flesh,  over  the  fire 
seething;  a  thousand  spits  full' of  flesh  ready  to  be  roasted;  and  more 
than  ten  thousand  shoes  of  raw  leather  (the  hair  still  upon  the  same), 
which  the  Scots  had  left  behind ;  and  five  poor  English  prisoners  tied 
to  trees,  and  their  legs  broken.    All  which  the  king  seeing,  he  left  The  kin* 
any  further  pursuing  the  Scots,  and  returned  with  his  army  to  \otZ  th 
Durham,  where  he  dismissed  his  army,  and  came  again  to  London ;  don- 
sending  with  Sir  John  of  Heinault  two  hundred  men  at  arms  for  their 
better  safeguard  against  the  English  archers  (with  whom  at  York,  as 
you  have  heard,  they  frayed)  till  they  had  taken  shipping ;  and  so 
they  returned  home. 

The  king,  then  being  at  London,  confirmed  the  liberties  of  the 
citizens,  and  ordained  that  the  mayor  should  sit  in  all  places  as  chief 
justice  within  the  liberties  of  the  same ;  and  that  what  alderman  soever 
had  been  mayor  before,  should  be  a  justice  of  peace  within  his  own  ward. 

Then  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  council,  sent  over  to  the  earl  of 
Heinault  certain  ambassadors,  touching  the  solemnization  of  the 
marriage  between  the  king  and  the  lady  Philippa,  his  daughter;  who  in 
such  sort  sped  their  message,  that  she  was  soon  after  conveyed  over 
to  England  very  honourably,  and  at  Dover  arrived.  And  from  Hfa  mar- 
thence  she  came  to  London  (some  chronicles  affirm  to  York),  where, rUf*' 
upon  the  day  of  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul,  the  year  above  specified, 
the  marriage  and  coronation  of  the  queen  were  with  much  triumph, 
during  the  space  of  three  weeks,  solemnized. 

After  this  coronation  and  marriage,  the  king  summoned  his  parlia-  Parlia- 
ment to  be  kept  at  Northampton ;  whereat,  by  the  means  of  Sir  North" 
Roger  Mortimer  and  the  old  queen,  a  peace  was  purchased  for  the  •n,p,on 
Scots  (who  had  for  that  purpose  sent  their  ambassadors)  to  continue 
for  four  years.    Also  the  king  (then  being  within  age)  granted  to 
release  the  Scots  of  all  their  homage  and  fealty  unto  the  realm  of  The  Rair- 
England,  which  by  their  charter  ensealed  they  were  bound  to ;  as  SXmd 
also  their  indenture,  which  was  called  the  Ragman  Roll,1  wherein  were 

(I)  "  Ragman  Roll."  wa«  a  statute  appointed  by  thia  king  for 
©omplainti  of  action*  done  five  yean  before."—  Ed. 
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■w^p*  specified  the  aforesaid  homage  and  fealty  to  the  king  and  crown  of 

 _  England,  by  the  said  king  of  Scots,  nobles,  and  prelates,  to  be  made ; 

A.D.  having  all  their  seals  annexed  to  the  same.    Also  there  was  then 
J 327.  delivered  unto  them  the  black  cross  of  Scotland,  which  king  Edward 
r-o*»b!iTk  before,  f°r  a  rich  jewel  and  relic,  had  conquered  and  brought  from 
Scotland.  Scone  abbey ;  with  all  such  rights  and  titles  as  any  of  the  barons  else 
bioni    had  enjoyed  in  the  said  realm  of  Scotland,  with  many  other  things 
5rirup   mortN  to  the  great  prejudice  both  of  the  realm,  and  discontent  of  all 
jW«  to  the  nobles  and  barons  for  the  most  part,  more  than  the  old  queen, 
Sir  Roger  Mortimer  and  the  bishop  of  Ely,  who  in  such  sort  ruled 
the  roast,  that  all  the  rest  of  the  nobles  and  barons  cast  with  them- 
selves how  best  they  might  redress  and  remedy  the  great  inconve- 
niences, that  unto  the  realm,  by  means  of  them,  grew  and  happened. 
Hereupon  the  king  and  queen,  and  Sir  Roger  Mortimer,  caused 


another  parliament  to  be  called  at  Salisbury,  where  the  said  Sir  Roger 


Mortimer  was  made  earl  of  March,  against  all  the  barons'*  wills,  to 
E»ri       prevent  and  disappoint  the  aforesaid  purpose  of  them  ;  but  the  earl 
reiwth  Henry  of  Lancaster,  with  others,  would  not  be  at  the  same :  where- 
to come   fore  it  was  laid  unto  their  charges,  that  they  went  about  to  conspire 
the  king's  death. 

And  further,  because  the  king  was  under  the  government  of  the 
earl  of  Kent,  his  uncle,  as  well  as  under  that  of  the  queen  his  mother 
and  the  earl  of  March ;  and  because  they  could  not  do  in  all  things  as 
they  listed  on  account  of  the  said  earl  the  king's  uncle,  who  loved 
the  king  and  the  realm,  envy  began  to  arise  between  the  earl  Mortimer 
and  him ;  and,  by  Isabel  the  queen's  practice,  he  found  the  means  to 
persuade  the  king,  that  the  carl  of  Kent  (to  enjoy  the  crown,  as  next 
The  cari  heir  unto  the  king)  went  about  to  poison  him.    To  this  the  king 
putuT*  giving  easy  credit,  caused  his  said  uncle  to  be  apprehended ;  and, 
gutuieM  without  making  answer  to  his  accusation  and  accusers,  to  be  beheaded 
at  Winchester,  the  third  of  October,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign. 
But  the  just  judgment  of  God  not  permitting  such  odious  crimes  in 
him  to  be  unpunished  or  undetected,  so  in  fine  it  fell  out,  that  Isabel 
the  old  queen,  the  king's  mother,  was  found  and  understood  to  be 
with  child  by  the  said  Mortimer.    Complaint  hereof  was  made  to  the 
king,  as  also  of  the  killing  of  king  Edward,  his  father,  and  of  the 
conspiracy  of  Mortimer  against  the  earl  of  Kent,  the  king's  uncle,  put 
sir  Roger  to  death  before.    Hereupon,  divers  other  articles  being  laid  against 
tm'rrtUri  him,  and  manifestly  read  in  the  court,  he  was  arraigned  and  indicted, 
condemn'  an^  Dy  vertUct  found  guilty,  having  his  judgment  as  in  cases  of  high 


ed.^iKi  treason,  and  suffered  death  accordingly  at  London;  where,  upon 
Swth.  London  bridge,  next  unto  Spenser's,  his  head  obtained  a  place.  The 
The  queen  also,  the  king's  mother,  by  good  advice  of  the  council,  was 
puu"  restrained  of  her  liberty,  and  within  a  certain  castle  not  permitted 
pri»on.    once  to  come  abroad :  unto  whom  the  king  her  son  once  or  twice  a 

year  would  resort,  and  visit  her. 
The  birth     This  year  prince  Edward  was  born  at  Woodstock ;  who  in  process 
tJSSSu  of  time  and  years  grew  to  be  a  most  valiant  prince,  and  was,  before 

he  died,  accounted  throughout  the  world  the  flower  of  chivalry, 
tion^rf"      After  this  the  king  prepared  another  army  into  Scotland  in  the 
inlo  swt-  7^  Prenxed*    ftiit  first  he  summoned  king  £)avid  of  Scotland,  who, 
in  the  last  truce  (four  years  to  continue  as  you  heard),  his  father  then 
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living,  had  married  the  lady  Jane,  sister  to  the  king  (termed  Jane  Bdward 

Makepeace),  to  do  his  homage  to  the  king;  but  that  he  refused  L_ 

Whereupon,  not  forgetting  therewithal  the  scoffing  rhymes,  which  A.D. 
daily  from  that  time  of  truce  the  Scots  had  in  their  mouths,  he  did  1327, 
so  much,  that  with  an  army  well  furnished  he  entered  Scotland  bv  the 
river  Tweed ;  for  the  Scots  had  then  the  possession  of  the  town  of 
Berwick.    The  Scottish  gigs  and  rhymes  were  these: — 

"  Longbeards  heartless,  painted  hoods  witless ; 
Gay  coats  graceless,  make  England  thriftless." 

To  be  short,  the  king  wasted  the  land ;  burned,  destroyed,  and  took  wuteth 
towns  and  castles  with  small  resistance  or  none ;  and,  for  the  space  of  Jjjjjjjj, 
six  months  together,  did  in  that  land  what  he  listed,  without  any  battle  the  realm 
offered  to  him  :  for  the  king  of  Scots  was  but  a  child,  and  not  above 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  wanted  good  captains  that  should  have 
defended  the  realm ;  insomuch  that  they  were  all,  saving  those  that 
kept  in  holds  for  their  defence,  fain  to  take  the  forest  of  Godworth ; 
and  there  kept  themselves  as  long  as  the  king  remained  in  Scotland. 
At  length,  when  he  had  sufficiently  wasted,  and  spoiled,  and  burned 
the  same,  he  returned  towards  Berwick,  about  which  he  bent  his 
siege,  vowing  not  to  discontinue  the  same,  till  he  had  gotten  the 
town. 

The  Scots  who  kept  the  same,  after  a  certain  time  and  many  Berwick 
assaults  made,  were  contented,  upon  certain  conditions,  to  have  -ffifrft 
delivered  up  the  town ;  but  that  the  king  refused,  unless,  all  condi-  ,he 
tions  set  apart,  they  would,  with  bag  and  baggage,  depart.  Hereupon 
they  condescended  to  the  king,  that  if  by  a  certain  time  they  were 
not  by  the  king  of  Scots  rescued,  they  would  render  ud  the  town,  and 
with  bag  and  baggage  depart ;  and  so,  the  time  liaving  expired, 
frustrate  of  all  hope  and  rescue,  at  the  day  appointed  they  did.    The  The  king 
king  then  entered  the  town,  and  tarried  there  the  space  of  twelve  thrown 
days ;  who,  after  he  had  appointed  Sir  Edward  Baillew  captain  over 
the  town,  and  leaving  also  behind  him  other  knights,  squires,  and 
soldiers,  as  well  to  keep  the  same  as  other  holds  the  king  had  con- 
quered in  Scotland  and  on  the  frontiers  thereof,  he  returned  with  his 
people  towards  London,  permitting  every  man  to  depart  and  go  what 
way  he  liked. 

Then  Sir  Robert  d'Artois,  a  nobleman  of  France,  and  descended  sirRoben 
of  the  blood  royal,  being  in  England  with  the  king,  ceased  not  often-  a  nobi"' 
times  to  advertise  the  king,  and  put  him  in  memory  of  his  good  and  ^ 
right  title  to  the  inheritance  of  the  crown  of  France.    This  Sir  inciteth 
Robert,  for  a  certain  displeasure  that  Philip,  the  French  king,  took  toV<»£ 
against  him  for  a  certain  plea  which  by  him  was  moved  before  the  tmein* 
king,  was  fain,  for  the  safeguard  of  his  life,  to  flee  the  realm  of  France, 
and  so  come  to  the  king's  court.    King  Edward  was  not  unwilling 
at  all  to  hear  thereof,  but  took  delight  oftentimes  to  reason  and  debate 
that  matter  with  him  concerning  his  right,  title,  and  inheritance  to 
the  crown  of  France.    But  yet,  notwithstanding,  he  thought  it  not 
good  to  make  any  attempt  thereunto  without  advised  and  circumspect 
counsel ;  for  that  it  contained  matter  of  no  small,  but  most  difficult, 
importance :  neither  yet  he  took  it  to  deserve  the  fame  cither  of 
wisdom  or  prowess  to  let  so  good  a  title  die,  or  so  fit  opportunity  to 
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pass.    Wherefore  he,  calling  together  certain  of  his  council,  used 

 ! —  their  deliberate  advices  touching  the  seriousness  of  this  matter.  I-i 

A.  D.  fine,  it  was  by  them  thought  good,  that  the  king  should  send  certain 
*32?  ambassadors  over  to  the  earl  of  Heinault,  whose  daughter  he  had 
ddfbc'"g  ,11arr'ec^  08  wc^  *°  hoar  ms  advice  and  counsel  herein ;  as  also  what 
rate*  friends  and  aid,  by  him  and  his  means,  in  this  so  great  an  expedition 
rouncu*  to  he  begun  in  the  empire,  to  him  might  be  procured.  Tne  king 
itTTh™  hereunto  condescended,  and  appointcth  for  this  embassage  the  bishop 
title  of  of  Lincoln  with  two  other  baronets,  and  two  doctors;  who  in  such 
Anlb^  speedy  wise  made  their  voyage,  that  in  short  space  they  returned 
»a<ior»  again  to  the  king  with  this'  answer,  that  not  only  the  earl's  counsel 
I  lie  carl  of  and  advice  should  be  herein  pressed  to  the  king  of  England  their 
jj™*  master,  but  also  the  whole  country  of  Heinault.     And  further, 

life1*  ^or  ^la*  *°  8UC^1  0X1  exPetuti°n  as  appertained,  the  province  of 
return  an  Heinault  was  but  a  small  matter  to  make  account  of — he  said 
th**"  he  would  procure  for  the  king  greater  aid  and  friendship  in  the 
the'kiug  emP*re  ?  08  the  duke  of  Brabant  his  cousin-german  and  a  puissant 
prince,  the  duke  of  Guerles,  the  archbishop  of  Cologne,  the  marquis 
of  Juliers,  &c,  who  are  all  good  men  of  war,  and  able  to  make  ten 
Ring  thousand  fighting  men,  saith  he.  This  answer  well  pleased  the  king, 
Fran™0'  and  made  him  joyous  thereof ;  but  this  counsel  of  the  king,  as  secret 
SwUMr?*8  wa8'  0,11116  to  Philip  the  French  kings  ears;  whereupon  he 
ond?u'  8^a.ve(^  *he  voyage  of  the  cross  which  he  then  had  in  hand,  sending 
eth  huy  forth  countermands  to  stay  the  same,  till  he  knew  further  the  purpose 
2Z££  of  the  king  of  England. 

The  king  hereupon  himself  taketh  shipping,  accompanied  as  to  a 
king  appertained ;  and  when  he  had  consulted  with  all  the  aforesaid 
lords  of  the  empire  in  this  matter,  and  understood  their  fidelity,  he 
made  his  repair  to  the  emperor,  at  whose  hands  he  was  well  enter- 
tained, and  honourably  received ;  whom  the  emperor  appointed  to  be 
his  lieutenant-general,  having  thereby  more  authority  both  to  will  and 
S"**-  command  such  as  for  this  his  expedition  he  sted  unto,  and  had  made 
"he'errf  conven^lon  ^ith.  Philip,  hearing  this,  prepared  his  army,  and  rigged 
pire.      his  navy,  that  as  soon  as  the  king  should  enter  into  the  dominion  of 

France,  they  also  might  enter  into  England,  requiting  like  for  like. 
Fir.t         The  king  of  England,  after  the  feast  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
toff-"    according  to  his  purpose,  prepared  all  things  ready  to  sucii  an 
Franc*,   expedition,  conducting  his  army,  and  gathering  a  greater  strength  in 
the  empire,  as  before  to  him  was  promised,  using  the  emperors 
authority  therein,  as  his  lieutenant-general ;  howbeit  at  the  charge 
altogether  of  the  king  of  England.    The  French  king,  as  soon  as 
king  Edward  had  landed  his  army  at  Machelen  in  Flanders,  hearing 
of  the  defiance  which  the  king  and  other  noblemen  of  the  empire  had 
sent  unto  him,  sent  certain  ships  lying  ready  thereunto,  and  waiting 
south-    for  such  opportunity  upon  the  coast  of  England ;  who,  upon  a 

burned  by 

Sunday,  whilst  the  townsmen  were  at  the  church  little  looking  for  any 
French.  8ucn  niatter,  entered  the  haven  of  Southampton,  took  the  town  and 
f  spoiled  the  same,  committed  most  revolting  excesses,  burned,  killed, 
took  captives,  and  carried  away  rich  spoils  and  great  booties  to  their 
ships;  and  so  again  departed  into  France.  Further,  as  the  king 
of  England  had  allied  himself  with  the  noblemen  of  the  empire,  and 
had  the  friendly  favour  of  the  emperor  also  thereunto,  so  the  French 
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king  made  the  like  league  and  alliance  with  David,  king  of  Scots 


(whom  the  king  had  so  hardly  dealt  with  in  Scotland,  as  partly  before  — 

you  heard,  keeping  the  most  part  of  Scotland  under  his  subjection), 
binding  the  said  David,  as  well  by  writing  as  by  oath  and  pledge, 


that  without  his  consent  he  should  make  no  peace,  nor  conclude  any 
truce  with  the  king  of  England.  The  French  king  again  assured  him  The 
of  aid,  and  rescue,  and  help,  and  promised  to  recover  his  kingdom  and 
dominion  to  his  use  ;  and  forthwith  sent  certain  garrisons  and  bands 
into  Scotland  to  keep  play  with  the  Englishmen,  and  there  to  fortify  by  Sm 
divers  places  till  further  opportunity  served.    He  also  fortified  with  lZgCh 
men,  money,  victuals,  and  munition,  the  town  of  Cambray,  which  he 
suspected  would  be  besieged,  lying  so  near  upon  the  empire,  as  indeed 
it  eamc  to  pass ;  for  king  Edward,  departing  from  Machelen,  set 
forward  his  host  towards  Heinault,  and  by  the  way  assembled  such 
power  as  in  the  empire  he  looked  for,  marching  forward  still  till  that 
they  came  to  Cambray,  and  besieged  it  with  forty  thousand  men, 
while  another  company,  the  Flemings,  Brabantcrs,  and  Hollanders, 
went  to  St.  Quintin.    But  in  effect,  neither  there,  nor  at  Cambray, 
nor  elsewhere,  any  thing  notorious  was  achieved,  but  the  summer  . 
being  well  spent,  and  little  prevailing  in  the  siege  of  Cambray,  being 
of  situation  strong  and  well  defenced  therewithal  with  men  and  muni- 
tion, he  broke  up  the  siege,  and  marched  further  into  the  heart 
of  France  towards  Mutterel.  The  French  king  having  understanding 
of  this,  prepared  himself  to  give  battle  to  the  king  of  England,  who, 
with  another  great  army,  came  to  Vironfosse,  where  days  were 
appointed  to  meet  in  battle ;  but  in  the  end,  nothing  was  done 
or  attempted  between  the  princes,  and  the  king  of  England  (without 
any  battle  either  given  or  taken)  returned  with  his  army  from  thence 
to  Ghent.   Concerning  the  cause  of  the  sudden  removing  of  the  king  The  pope, 
out  of  France,  it  seeraeth  most  especially  to  arise  from  the  pope ;  onhT1** 
who  at  the  same  time  sent  down  his  legates,  for  the  order  of  a  peace  J^f£re* 
to  be  made  between  the  kings.    At  Qhent  were  gathered  in  council  out  ot 
together,  by  the  king's  appointment,  all  the  nobles  as  well  of  England,  Pr*nce- 
as  of  the  empire,  to  consider  what  was  best  to  be  done;  where 
this  plain  answer  was  made  to  the  king  of  England:  That  unless  he 
would  take  upon  him  the  claim  and  title  of  France,  as  his  lawful  ad.  1340. 
inheritance,  and  as  king  thereof  prosecute  his  wars,  it  would  not  be 
lawful  for  them  any  further  to  aid  the  king  of  England,  or  to  fight 
with  him  against  the  French  king ;  for  that  the  pope  had  bound 
them  in  two  millions  of  florins  of  gold,  and  under  pain  of  excom- 
munication, that  they  should  not  fight  against  the  lawful  king  of 
France.    Whereupon,  the  king  thought  good,  therefore,  presently  to 
make  open  challenge  to  the  realm  and  crown  of  France ;  and  further, 
to  quarter  and  intermingle  the  arms  of  France  with  the  arms  of 
England  in  one  escutcheon ;  whereupon  king  Edward  immediately 
made  answer  to  the  pope  again,  directing  unto  him  his  letters,  wherein 
he  declareth  at  large  his  right  and  title  to  the  crown  of  France,  The  king 
purging  thereby  himself  and  his  cause  unto  the  bishop.  The  copy  u,>d  uk- 
and  tenor  of  his  letter  is  too  long  to  express,  but  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  story  of  Thomas  Walsingham,  remaining  in  the  library 
of  J.  Stephenson,  citizen  of  London,  whoso  hath  list  or  leisure  to 
peruse  the  same.    Besides  this  letter  to  the  pope,  he,  remaining 
vol.  11.  xx 
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B4-~rd  yet  at  Ghent,  directed  another  to  the  peers  and  prelates  of  France 
UI'    in  tenor  as  folio weth. 
A.  D. 

134°-      The  Letter  of  King  Edward  to  the  Nobles  and  Commons  of 

France. 

Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France  and  England,  lord  of  Ireland : 
unto  all  prelates  and  ecclesiastical  persons,  to  the  peers,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  and 
to  the  commons  of  France,  greeting.   The  high  Lord  and  King  above,  to  whom 
although  his  will  be  in  his  own  power,  yet  would  he  that  power  should  be 
subject  unto  law  ;  commanding  every  thing  to  be  given  unto  him  which  is  his, 
declaring  thereby  that  justice  and  judgment  ought  to  be  the  preparation  of  the 
king's  seat   Wherefore  seeing  the  kingdom  of  France,  through  the  providence 
of  God,  by  the  death  of  Charles,  the  last  king  of  France  of  famous  memory, 
brother-german  to  our  lady  mother,  is  fallen  unto  us  by  plain  and  manifest 
i lie  title  law ;  and  forasmuch  as  lord  Philip  de  Valois,  being  the  son  of  the  uncle  of  the 
howi?**'  aforeaaid  lang*  and  80  being  far  from  the  crown  by  a  further  degree  of  consan- 
camc  to   guinity,  through  force  and  usurpation  hath  intruded  himself  into  the  aforesaid 
king  Ed-  kingdom,  whilst  we  were  yet  in  our  minority,  and  bo,  contrary  both  to  God 
wmr,L      and  to  justice,  doth  detain  and  occupy  the  same  ;  and  lest  we  should  seem  to 
neglect  our  own  right  and  the  gift  given  us  of  God,  or  not  to  submit  our  will  to 
God 's  ordinance:  we  have  thought  good  to  acknowledge  the  title  of  France, 
and  by  supportation  of  the  Almighty  King  have  taken  upon  us  the  defence 
and  regiment  of  the  said  kingdom ;  firmly  purposing  with  ourselves,  as  every 
good  man  ought  to  do,  graciously  to  minister  justice  to  every  one,  according 
to  the  rites  and  laudable  custom  of  the  aforesaid  kingdom.    Also  to  renew  the 
good  laws  and  customs  which  have  been  in  the  time  of  Louis  our  progenitor; 
adding,  moreover,  that  which  shall  seem  expedient  according  to  the  condition 
and  quality  of  the  time.    As  to  any  change  of  coin,  or  any  other  inordinate 
exactions,  we  intend  not  to  seek  our  profits  by  your  detriments,  when  (the 
Ahaighty  be  praised  for  it)  we  abound  and  have  enough.    And  as  concerning 
the  affairs  of  the  realm,  our  purpose  is  not  to  proceed  rashly,  or  by  our  own 
will,  but  by  the  discreet  advice  and  counsel  of  the  peers,  prelates,  nobles,  and 
other  our  faithful  subjects  of  the  kingdom,  so  far  forth  as  shall  make  for  the 
honour  of  God,  the  defence  and  advancement  of  the  church  (which  in  all 
fulness  of  devotion  we  do  reverence),  and  to  the  profit  both  public  and  private  of 
all  the  subjects  thereof,  with  full  execution  of  justice  by  the  grace  of  God  to  be 
executed  upon  all  and  singular  persons,  being  earnestly  careful  for  the  honour, 
profit  and  tranquillity  of  you  all.    For,  as  the  Lord  knoweth  nothing  shall  be 
more  grateful  to  us,  than  that  by  our  careful  solicitude  peace  may  be  engendered, 
especially  betwixt  us,  and  universally  among  all  christian  men ;  so  that  by  our 
concord  the  force  and  strength  of  ail  christian  princes  may  be  joined  together 
Note  the  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land,  which  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer  hath 
StST"  dedicated  with  his  own  proper  blood,  whereunto  we  will  endeavour  ourselves, 
time,       through  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost    And  forasmuch  as  we  have  offered  to 
*V"the  the  aforesaid  lord  Philip  divers  friendly  and  reasonable  conditions  of  peace, 
chri*t  wu  whereunto  he  would  neither  condescend,  nor  agree  to  any  conformation ;  yea, 
thought    rather  moveth  against  us  unjust  war,  to  the  utter  subversion  of  our  state, 
d>dtB»ted  we  are  force<l  °f  necessity,  to  the  uttermost  of  our  power,  for  the  defence  both 
to  the      of  us,  and  recovery  of  our  rights,  to  defend  ourselves  by  force  of  battle;  not 
Holy      seeking  any  slaughter  of  good  and  humble  subjects,  but  desiring  their  safe- 
guard  and  profit. 

For  the  which  cause,  all  and  singular  such  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  France, 
who  shall  submit  themselves  to  us  as  the  true  king  of  France,  within  the 
feast  of  Easter  next  ensuing;  professing  unto  us  their  fealty,  and  doing  to  us 
as  to  the  king  of  France  by  duty  appertaineth,  so  as  our  beloved  subjects  of 
Flanders  have  done  already,  or  be  ready  to  offer  themselves  so  to  do  :  all  such 
we  willingly  admit  and  receive  to  our  peace  and  grace,  under  our  protection  to 
be  defended,  them  to  maintain  as  is  convenient  from  all  molestation  and 
unquietness  whatsoever  in  person  or  goods,  hereafter  to  be  enforced  either  by 
us,  or  by  our  officers,  upon  whatsoever  occasion  of  rebellion  before  passed. 
And,  forasmuch  as  the  premises  cannot  easily  be  intimated  to  all  and  singular 
persons,  we  have  provided  the  same  to  be  fixed  upon  church  doors,  and  other 
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public  places,  whereby  the  manifest  notice  thereof  may  come  to  all  men,  to  Edward 
the  comfort  of  you  that  be  to  us  devout,  and  to  the  true  information  of  those  llL 
who  through  sinister  surmises  of  our  enemies  arc  otherwise  informed  of  us. —   A  jj 
Dated  at  Ghent  the  eighth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  kingdom  of  j;j4n' 
France,  the  first ;  of  England,  the  fourteenth.  — ! — '— 

This  done,  for  that  the  winter  then  drew  on,  neither  was  there  any 
hope,  as  the  time  served,  of  farther  doing  good,  the  king  thought  best 
for  a  season  to  return  again  to  England  with  his  company,  giving 
over  the  wars  until  the  next  spring ;  and  so  he  did,  taking  shipping, 
and  arrived  at  Dover.  When  he  came  to  London,  it  was  declared 
unto  him,  of  the  great  spoil  the  Frenchmen  had  made  at  South- 
ampton ;  who  answered  again,  44  That  within  one  year  he  doubted 
not  but  the  same  should  be  well  paid  for  and  recompensed.'"  And 
according  to  the  same  purpose  of  his  he  lingered  no  time,  but  calling 
a  parliament  at  Westminster,  with  much  grudge  and  evil-will  of  his 
subjects  there  was  for  the  maintenance  of  his  wars  granted  to  him  a 
great  subsidy,  which  was  the  fifth  of  every  man's  goods,  and  also  the 
customs  of  his  wools,  two  years  beforehand,  and  the  ninth  sheaf  of 
every  man's  corn.  At  the  spring  the  king  again  prepared  his  army, 
and  rigged  his  navy,  purposing  to  land  in  Flanders.  But  the  arch-  counwi 
bishoj)  of  Canterbury,  theD  lord  chanceHor,  having  understanding  of  °'c{,he 
the  French  power  upon  the  sea,  lying  for  the  king,  gave  him  adver-  M*gg*° 
tisemcnt  there,  willing  him  to  go  more  strongly,  or  else  not  to  e  >g 
venture.  But  the  king,  not  crediting  the  archbishop,  and  being  angry 
with  him  therefore,  said,  "  That  he  would  go  forward whereupon 
the  bishop  resigned  the  chancellorship,  and  removed  himself  from  his 
council.  Then  the  king,  consulting  thereupon  further  with  the  lord 
Morley  his  admiral,  and  others,  hearing  also  the  same  of  them, 
furnished  himself  with  stronger  power,  and  committed  him  to  his 
ship,  and  did  so  much,  that  a  few  days  before  Midsummer,  he 


upon  the  sea  with  a  great  fleet.  Before  the  town  of  Sluys,  the  French  Battle 
king,  to  stop  his  passage,  had  got  ready  a  great  navy,  well  nigh  to  the 


!  sea  bc- 


number  of  twenty  score  Bail,  and  had  made  the  Christopher  of  J^nFd. 


England,  which  before  the  Frenchmen  took  at  Southampton,  their  t| 
admiral.    Betwixt  the  two  navies  was  a  long  and  terrible  fight,  but,  Fwnch. 
in  the  end,  the  victory,  by  God's  grace,  fell  to  the  king  of  England, 
in  which  fight  he  himself  was  personally ;  so  that  of  the  number  The 
of  thirty  thousand  Frenchmen,  few  or  none  were  left  and  escaped  F 
alive,  and  two  hundred  sail  of  ships  were  taken,  in  one  of  which  were 
found  four  hundred  dead  bodies. 

After  this  great  slaughter  of  the  Frenclimcn,  of  whom  many  for 
fear  of  the  sword  leaped  into  the  sea,  when  no  man  durst  bring 
tidings  thereof  to  the  French  king,  they  who  were  next  about  the 
king  did  suborn  his  fool,  to  insinuate  the  understanding  thereof  by 
subtlety  of  covert  words ;  which  was  thus.  As  the  fool,  being  in  the 
king's  presence,  was  talking  of  many  things,  among  other  talk  he 
suddenly  buret  out  (being  prompted  by  others)  into  a  vehement 
railing  against  the  Englishmen,  calling  them  cowards  and  dastards, 
with  many  such  opprobrious  words  tending  to  that  effect.  The  king, 
not  knowing  whercunto  the  words  of  the  fool  did  appertain,  asked 
the  fool,  why  he  called  the  Englishmen  such  weaklings  and  cowards, 
&c.    "  Why,"  saith  the  fool,  41  because  the  fearful  and  cowardly 
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Englishmen  had  not  the  hearts  to  leap  into  the  sea  so  lustily  as  our 
Normans  and  gentlemen  of  France  had.""  By  this  the  French  king 
A.  D.  began  to  understand  the  victory  on  his  part  to  be  lost,  and  the 
l34°-  Englishmen  to  be  victors. 

WWjtyl  This  victory  achieved,  the  fame  thereof  spreading  abroad  in  Eng- 
to  t\\T  land,  at  first  was  not  believed,  till  letters  thereof  came  from  the  king, 
prince  Edward  his  son  being  then  at  Waltham,  directed  to  the 
bishops  and  prelates  of  the  realm :  the  effect  of  which  letters  here 
folio weth  under  written. 

The  Letter  of  King  Edward  to  the  Bishops  of  England. 

The  bountiful  benignity  of  God's  great  clemency  poured  upon  us  of  late,  for 
your  true  certification  and  rejoicing,  we  thought  good  to  intimate  unto  you.  It 
is  not  unknown  (we  suppose)  to  you,  and  to  others  our  faithful  subjects,  who 
also  have  been  partakers  with  us  of  the  same,  with  what  storms  of  boisterous 
wars  of  late  we  have  been  tossed  and  shaken,  as  in  the  great  ocean.  But 
although  the  rising  surges  of  the  sea  be  marvellous,  yet  more  marvellous  is  the 
Lord  above,  who,  turning  the  tempest  into  calm,  in  so  great  dangers,  so 
mercifully  hath  respected  us.  For  whereas  we  of  late  did  ordain  our  passage 
upon  urgent  causes  into  Flanders,  the  lord  Philip  de  Valois  our  bitter  enemy 
understanding  thereof,  laid  against  us  a  mighty  navy  of  ships,  intending  there- 
by either  to  take  us,  or  at  least  to  stop  our  voyage ;  which  voyage  if  it  had  been 
staid,  it  had  been  the  cutting  off  of  all  the  great  enterprises  by  us  intended  and 
taken  in  hand,  and,  moreover,  we  ourselves  had  been  brought  to  a  great  con- 
fusion. But  the  God  of  mercies,  seeing  us  so  distressed  in  such  perils  and 
dangers,  hath  graciously,  and  beyond  man's  expectation,  sent  to  us  great 
succour  and  strength  of  fighting  soldiers,  and  a  prosperous  wind  after  our  own 
desires,  by  the  means  and  help  whereof  we  set  out  of  the  haven  into  the  seas, 
where  we  eftsoons  perceived  our  enemies  well  appointed  and  prepared  with  a 
main  multitude  to  set  upon  us,  upon  Midsummer  day  last  past;  against  whom, 
notwithstanding,  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour  hath  rendered  to  us  the  victory, 
through  a  strong  and  vehement  conflict,  in  the  which  conflict,  a  might}*  number 
of  our  enemies  were  destroyed,  and  well  nigh  all  their  whole  navy  was  taken, 
with  Borne  loss  also  on  our  part,  but  nothing  like  in  comparison  to  theirs ;  by 
reason  whereof  we  doubt  not  but  our  passage  by  the  seas  hereafter  shall  be 
more  quiet  and  safe  for  our  subjects,  and  also  many  other  commodities  shall 
ensue  thereof,  as  we  have  good  cause  to  hope  well  of  the  same.  For  which 
cause  we,  devoutly  considering  the  heavenly  grace  so  mercifully  wrought  upon 
us,  do  render  most  humble  thanks  and  praise  to  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour  : 
beseecliing  him,  that  as  he  hath  been,  and  always  is,  ready  to  prevent  our 
necessities  in  time  of  opportunity,  so  he  will  continue  his  helping  hand  ever 
towards  us,  and  so  direct  us  here  temporally,  that  we  may  reign  and  joy  with 
him  in  heaven  eternally.  And,  in  like  sort,  we  require  your  charity,  that  you 
also  with  us  rising  up  to  the  praise  of  God  alone,  who  hath  begun  so  favourably 
to  work  with  us  to  our  goodness,  in  your  prayers  and  divine  service  do  instantly 
recommend  us  unto  the  Lord,  travelling  here  in  these  foreign  countries,  and 
studying  to  recover  not  only  our  right  here  in  France,  but  also  to  advance  the 
whole  catholic  church  of  Christ,  and  to  rule  our  people  in  justice ;  and  that 
also  ye  call  upon  the  clergy  and  people,  every  one  tlirough  nis  diocese  to  do 
the  same,  invocating  the  name  of  our  Saviour,  that  of  his  mercy  he  will  give  to 
us  his  humble  servant  a  docible  heart,  so  to  judge  and  rule  hereupon  rightly, 
doing  that  which  he  hath  commanded,  that  at  length  we  may  attain  to  that 
which  he  hath  promised,  &c. 

This  letter  was  written  to  the  bishops  a.d.  1840. 

After  this  aforesaid  victory  on  the  sea,  and  that  news  thereof,  with  due 
tlianks  to  our  Saviour,  had  been  sent  into  England :  the  king  striking 
into  Flanders,  came  to  Ghent  in  Brabant,  where  he  had  left  the  queen, 
who  joyfully  received  him,  being  a  little  before  purified  or  churched, 
as  we  term  it,  of  her  fourth  son,  whose  name  was  John,  and  commonly 


Digitized  by  Google 


HIS  I.KTTEK  TO  PHILIP  !)K  V ALOIS. 


6*77 


culled  John  of  (iaunt,  and  was  earl  of  Richmond,  and  duke  of  RJ^rd 
Lancaster.    At  Villenorth  the  king  assembled  his  council,  whereat  _""!*_ 
the  noblemen  of  Flanders,  Brabant,  and  Heinault  conjoined  together  A.  1). 
in  most  firm  league,  the  one  to  help  and  defend  the  other  with  13 10- 
the  king  of  England,  against  the  French  king,  purposing  and  deter-  council «t 
mining  from  thence  to  march  toward  Tournay,  and  it  to  besiege,  north. 
But  the  French  king,  understanding  their  counsel,  fortified  and  j^^' 
victualled  the  same  before  their  coming  thither.    Furthermore  the  and  ^in- 
French  king  at  the  same  time,  to  stop  the  siege  of  king  Edward,  fSt^tS 
sent  with  king  David  of  Scotland  a  great  power,  to  the  intent  to  ™£Ed' 
make  invasion  in  England,  thereby  the  sooner  to  cause  the  king  to 
remove  his  siege.    In  the  mean  time  king  Edward  wrote  his  letters 
to  Philip  de  Valois,  making  unto  him  certain  requests,  as  in  the  same 
his  letters  here  following  is  to  be  seen ;  who,  for  that  he  wrote  not 
unto  him  as  king  of  France,  but  by  the  name  of  Philip  de  Valois, 
refused  to  answer  him  touching  the  same,  as  by  their  letters  here 
placed  may  be  seen. 

The  Letter  of  the  King  of  England,  to  Philip  de  Valois,  the  French 
King,  going  to  the  Siege  of  Tournay. 

Philip  de  Valois,  of  long  time  we  have  gently  requested  you  by  our  ambas- 
sadors (by  ull  the  reasonable  means  we  might),  to  the  intent  that  you  should 
have  rendered  unto  us  our  lawful  right  and  inheritance  to  the  crown  of  France, 
which  from  us  a  long  time  you  have  by  great  wrong  and  force  detained.  And 
for  that  we  well  perceive  you  mean  to  persevere  in  the  same  your  purpose  and 
injurious  detinue,  without  making  any  reasonable  answer  to  our  demand :  we 
let  you  understand,  that  we  are  entered  into  the  country  of  Flanders,  as  the 
sovereign  lord  of  the  same,  and  so  pass  through  the  country ;  and  further 
signify  unto  you,  how  that  by  the  help  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  and  our 
righteous  cause  therein,  and  with  the  power  of  the  said  country,  our  people  and 
allies,  we  purpose  to  recover  the  right  which  we  have  to  that  inheritance  you 
detain  from  us  by  your  injurious  force,  and  therefore  approach  we  towurds  you 
to  make  a  short  end  of  this  our  rightful  challenge,  if  you  also  will  do  the  like. 
And  for  that  so  great  an  host  assembled  as  we  bring  with  us  on  our  port  (sup- 
posing you  also  on  the  other  part  to  do  the  like)  cannot  long  remain  together 
without  great  destruction  both  to  our  people  and  country,  which  thing  every 
good  Christian  ought  to  eschew,  especially  princes  and  others  who  have  the 
government  of  the  same;  avoiding  by  as  short  an  end  as  may  be,  the  mortality 
of  Christian  men,  according  as  the  quarrel  is  apparent  between  you  and  me ; 
for  the  which  causes  here  touched,  let  the  challenge,  if  you  think  meet,  be- 
tween our  own  persons  and  bodies  be  discussed,  that  the  great  nobility  and 
prowess  of  each  other,  may  of  every  one  be  seen.  And  if  you  refuse  this  way, 
then  let  there,  to  finish  this  challenge,  be  a  hundred  of  the  best  soldiers  you 
can  choose  out  of  your  part  matched  with  so  many  of  our  liege  subjects  to  try 
the  same.  And  if  of  these  two  ways  you  refuse  both  the  one  and  the  other,  then 
that  you  will  assign  unto  us  a  certain  day  before  the  town  of  Tournay,  to  fight 
with  us  power  against  power,  which  may  be  within  ten  days  next  ensuing  after 
the  date  of  these  our  letters :  offering  the  said  conditions  unto  you  above  speci- 
fied, as  we  would  all  the  world  to  know  and  understand,  not  upon  any  orgoil, 
presumption,  or  pride  we  take  therein,  but  for  the  causes  before  alleged,  and  to 
the  end  that  (the  will  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  betwixt  us  two  herein  declared 
and  showed)  rest  and  peace  might  grow  amongst  Christian  men,  thepower  and 
force  of  C>(k1  s  enemies  may  be  abated,  and  in  fine,  the  limits  of  Christianity 
enlarged  and  enfranchised.  And  therefore  hereupon,  consider  with  yourself, 
what  way  you  will  take  concerning  our  aforesaid  offers,  and  by  the  bearers  of 
these  our  letters  send  unto  us  herein  quick  and  speedy  answer. — Given  under 
our  great  seal  at  Chin  in  the  plain  of  Leece,  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  this 
present  month  of  July. 
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'"•    The  Answer  of  the  Lord  Philip  de  Valois,  unto  the  Letter  aforesaid. 

J jjjj  Philip,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France,  to  Edward  king  of  England. 
*  We  have  seen  the  letters  which  you  have  sent  unto  our  court  to  Philip  de  Valois, 
wherein  are  contained  certain  requests  which  you  make  to  the  said  Philip  de 
Valois.  But  for  that  the  said  letters  come  not  as  directed  unto  us,  neither  yet 
the  said  requests  seem  to  be  made  unto  us,  which  thing  clearly  by  the  tenor  of 
the  said  lettera  appeareth,  we  therefore  write  unto  you  no  answer  touching  the 
same.  Notwithstanding  this  sufficeth,  that  we  understand  by  the  said  letters  of 
yours,  as  also  other  ways,  that  you  are  entered  into  our  realm  of  France,  to  the 
great  damage  both  unto  us,  our  realm,  and  people  (more  proceeding  of  will  than 
reason),  and  not  regarding  that  which  a  liege-man  ought  to  do  unto  his  lord. 
For  you  are  entered  into  our  homage  by  you  lieged  unto  us,  acknowledging 
yourself,  as  reason  is,  a  liege-man  unto  the  king  of  France ;  and  have  promised 
unto  us  such  obeisance  as  men  are  wont  to  do  unto  their  liege  lords,  as  more 
plainly  by  your  letters  patent  appeareth,  ensealed  with  your  great  seal,  the 
which  we  have  with  us  :  for  the  which  thing  we  will  you  to  understand,  that 
our  purpose  is,  when  it  shall  seem  good  unto  us,  to  drive  you  out  of  our  realm, 
to  the  honour  both  of  us  and  our  kingdom,  and  to  the  profit  and  commodity  of 
our  people.  -And  this  thing  to  do  we  have  firm  and  assured  hope  in  Jesus 
Christ,  from  whom  we  have  all  our  power  and  strength.  For  by  your  unrea- 
sonable demand,  more  wilful  than  reasonable,  hath  been  hindered  and  stayed 
the  holy  voyage  to  those  parts  beyond  the  seas,  where  a  great  number  of  chris- 
tian men  have  been  slain,  the  divine  service  diminished,  and  the  service  of  the 
church  less  reverenced.  And  as  touching  that  where  you  say,  ye  intend  to  have 
the  obeisance  of  the  Flemings,  we  think  and  believe  that  the  good  people  and 
commons  of  that  country  will  behave  themselves  in  such  sort  towards  our  cousin 
the  countess  of  Flanders,  their  lady,  as  it  be  not  to  their  reproach  ;  and  to  us 
their  sovereign  lord,  they  will  respect  their  honour  and  loyalty.  And  that  thing 
wherein  they  have  done  otherwise  than  well  hitherto,  hath  been  by  the  evil 
counsel  of  such  people  as  neither  regard  the  weal  public  nor  honour  of  their 
country,  but  their  own  only  gain  and  commodity. — Given  in  the  field  near 
adjoining  to  the  priory  of  St  Andrew,  under  our  privy-seal,  in  absence  of  our 
great  seal,  the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  a.d.  1340. 

The  scots  Mention  was  made  a  little  before  of  David,  king  of  Scots,  whom 
E^Sind.  the  French  king  had  supported  and  stirred  up  against  the  king  and 
realm  of  England ;  which  David,  with  the  aid  of  the  Scots  and 
Frenchmen,  did  so  much  prevail,  that  they  recovered  again  almost 
all  Scotland,  which  before  lie  had  lost,  when  he  was  constrained  to 
live  in  the  forest  of  Gedworth  many  years  before.  Then  invaded 
they  England,  and  came  with  their  army,  wasting  and  burning  the 
country  before  them,  till  they  came  as  far  as  Durham ;  and  then 
returned  again  into  Scotland,  where  they  recovered  all  their  holds 
again,  saving  the  town  of  Berwick.  Edinburgh  they  took  by  a 
stratagem  or  subtle  device  practised  by  Douglas  and  certain  others, 
who,  apparelling  themselves  in  Door  men's  habits,  as  victuallers  with 
corn  and  provender  and  other  things,  demanded  the  porter  early  in 
the  morning,  what  need  they  had  thereof;  who,  nothing  mistrusting, 
And  r*co-  ojicncd  the  outward  gate,  where  they  should  tarry  till  the  captain 
tZfh.  "*  rose ;  and  perceiving  the  porter  to  have  the  keys  of  the  inward  gate, 
they  threw  down  their  sacks  in  the  outward  gate,  that  it  might  not  be 
shut  again,  and  slew  the  porter,  taking  from  him  the  keys  of  the 
town.  Then  they  blew  their  horn  as  a  warning  to  their  bands,  which 
privily  they  had  laid  not  far  off ;  who,  in  haste  coming,  and  finding 
the  gates  ready  opened,  entered  upon  a  sudden,  and  killed  as  many 
as  resisted  them,  and  so  obtained  again  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 
The  Scots  being  thus  busy  in  England,  the  French  king,  in  the 
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mean  season,  gathered  together  a  puissant  power,  purposing  to  remove  jsawo 

the  siege  from  Tournay ;  and  among  others  sent  for  the  king  of  Scots,  

who  came  to  him  with  great  force,  besides  divers  other  noblemen  of  A.  D. 
France ;  insomuch  that  the  French  king  had  a  great  army,  and  134°- 
thought  himself  able  enough  to  raise  the  siege,  and  thither  bent  his 
host.  But  the  French  king,  for  all  this  his  aforesaid  huge  power  and 
force,  durst  not  yet  approach  the  king  so  near,  as  either  to  give  him 
battle,  or  remove  his  siege,  but  kept  himself  with  his  army  aloof,  in  a 
sure  place  for  his  better  defence.  And  notwithstanding  the  king  of 
England  wasted,  bumed,  spoiled,  and  destroyed  the  country  for  twenty 
miles  round  about  Tournay,  and  took  divers  and  sundry  strong  towns  Toum.y 
and  holds,  as  Ortois,  Urses,  Greney,  Archies,  Odint,  St.  Amand,  and 
the  town  of  Lille,  where  he  slew  above  three  hundred  men  at  arms, 
and,  about  St.  Omer,  he  slew  and  killed  of  noblemen,  the  lord  of 
Duskunc,  of  Maurisleou,  of  Rely,  of  Chastillion,  of  Mellv,  of  Fenis, 
of  Hamelar,  Mountfaucon,  and  other  barons,  to  the  number  of  four- 
teen ;  and  also  slew  and  killed  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  knights, 
being  all  men  of  great  possessions  and  prowess,  and  took  other  small 
cities  and  towns,  to  the  number  of  three  hundred :  yet,  for  all  this, 
Philip  de  Valois,  the  French  king,  durst  neither  rescue  his  towns, 
nor  relieve  his  own  men ;  but  of  his  great  army  he  lost  (which  is  to 
be  marvelled  at,  being  in  the  midst  of  his  own  country),  by  famine 
and  other  inconveniences,  and  for  want  of  water,  more  than  twenty 
thousand  men,  without  any  battle  by  him  given.  Whereupon,  at  the 
entreaty  of  the  said  Philip,  by  his  ambassadors  sent  to  the  king,  and 
by  the  mediation  of  the  laay  Jane,  sister  to  the  said  Philip,  and  mother 
to  the  earl  of  Heinault,  whose  daughter  king  Edward,  as  you  heard, 
had  married,  a  truce,  containing  the  number  of  fourteen  articles,  for  one 
vear,  was  concluded,  the  king  of  England  being  very  unwilling  and 
loath  thereunto.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  partly  by  the  instance  of  the 
aforesaid  lady,  but  especially  for  that  the  king  was  greatly  disap- 
pointed, through  the  negligence  of  his  officers  in  England,  who  sent 
Mm  not  over  such  money  as  he  needed  for  the  continuance  of  his 
wars  and  payment  of  his  soldiers'1  wages,  the  articles  being  somewhat 
reasonable,  he  agreeth  to  the  truce ;  the  conditions  of  which,  as  there 
concluded,  here  follow  under-written. 

Articles  of  Truce. 

I.  That  during  the  said  truce  no  tales  or  mistrust  on  either  part  shall  be  a 
detriment  or  cause  of  breach  of  the  same. 

II.  Item,  that  during  the  said  respite  or  truce  either  of  the  princes,  their 
helpers,  coadjutors,  and  allies  whatsoever,  shall  remain  and  be  in  quiet  posses- 
sion of  all  such  possessions,  holds,  territories,  and  lands,  as  at  this  present  day 
they  keep  and  enjoy  within  the  realm  and  dominion  of  France,  in  what  manner 
soever  they  have  achieved  the  same,  during  the  said  truce. 

III.  Item,  that  the  said  princes,  their  aiders,  Coadjutors,  and  allies  whatso- 
ever, shall  pass  safely  from  one  country  to  another,  and  all  merchants  with  their 
merchandise,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  as  accustomably  they  have  been  wont} 
except  such  banished  men  as  have  been  banished  out  of  the  said  realms,  or  any 
of  them  for  other  causes  than  the  wars  between  the  said  princes. 

IV.  Item,  that  the  said  two  princes  shall  not  procure,  either  by  themselves 
or  any  other,  any  practice  or  other  molestation  to  be  made  the  one  to  the  other, 
by  the  bishop  of  Rome,  or  any  other  belonging  to  the  holy  church  whatsoever; 
either  for  the  wars  begun,  or  any  other  cause,  nor  for  the  service  of  any  of  their 
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allies,  coadjutors,  and  aiders,  or  any  of  them.  And  that  neither  our  holy 
father  the  pope,  nor  any  other,  shall  disturb  or  molest  either  of  the  said  two 
kings  during  the  said  time. 

V.  Item,  that  immediately  after  the  truce  be  proclaimed  in  both  the  hosts, 
they  may  stand  bound  on  either  side,  to  keep  and  observe  all  and  every  such 
article  as  shall  be  therein  contained. 

VI.  Item,  that  within  twenty  days  next  and  immediately  ensuing,  each  of 
the  princes  shall  cause  to  be  proclaimed  in  Gascony  and  Guienne,  and  other 
their  lands,  these  articles  of  truce,  to  the  intent  they  may  be  the  better  observed, 
kept,  and  known. 

VII.  Item,  if  by  any  the  said  princes,  their  allies,  ]>eople,  or  coadjutors, 
any  siege  be  laid  in  Gascony  or  the  duchy  of  Guienne,  or  any  other  isles  of  the 
sea,  Guernsey  or  Jersey,  or  any  other,  that  the  same  sieges  be  raised  as  soon  as 
they  shall  hear  of  this  truce. 

VIII.  Item,  that  such  as  are  thieves  and  fugitives  out  of  the  country'  of 
Flanders  shall  not  return  during  the  truce ;  and  if  they  do,  that  then  such  as 
apprehended  them  shall  see  justice  done  upon  them,  and  they  shall  forfeit  all 
the  goods  they  have  in  Flanders. 

IX.  Item,  it  is  recorded  that  the  debts  due  to  Arras,  Tresponots,  or  other 
titles  of  France,  shall  neither  be  demanded  nor  exacted  during  the  said  truce. 

X.  Item,  that  all  such  prisoners,  as  have  been  taken  during  these  wars,  shall 
be  released  out  of  prison,  and  sent  home  upon  their  faith  and  oath  to  return,  if 
they  be  not  ransomed  during  the  said  truce.  And  if  any  shall  refuse  so  to  do, 
that  then  the  lord  under  whom  he  is,  shall  constrain  him  to  return  again  to 
prison. 

XI.  Item,  that  all  the  bands,  whatsoever  they  be,  which  be  made  before  this 
said  truce  in  the  time  of  war,  whether  they  be  of  goods  spiritual  or  temporal, 
be  released  without  restitution,  during  the  said  truce. 

XII.  Also,  that  these  conditions  of  truce  immediately  may  take  effect  be- 
tween the  English  and  Scots,  their  lords,  aiders,  and  allies ;  and  the  same  to 
endure  until  the  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist ;  and  that  certain  persons  be 
appointed  by  a  certain  day  to  be  at  the  marches  of  England  and  Scotland,  to 
confirm  the  said  truce,  under  such  conditions  as  have  been  accustomed  in  those 
parts.  And  if  the  said  Scots  refuse  so  to  do,  that  then  they  have  no  aid  out  of 
France  during  the  said  truce. 

XIII.  Item,  that  this  said  truce  be  proclaimed  in  England  and  in  Scotland, 
within  twenty-six  days  after  the  date  hereof. 

XIV.  Item,  it  is  accorded  that  within  this  truce  be  contained  Espanels, 
Chatellon,  Genovous,  the  bishop  and  the  town  of  Cambray  and  castles  of  the 


Kin* 
Kilward 


In  witness  whereof,  we  John,  bv  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Bohemia,  and 
earl  of  Luxemburgh,  Adulph,  bishop  of  Liege,  Kadulph,  duke  of  Loraine, 
Ayemes,  earl  of  Savoy,  and  John,  earl  of  Darminacke,  on  the  one  partv  ;  and 
B.  duke  of  Brabant,  C.  duke  of  Gelre,  D.  marquis  of  Juliers,  Sir  John  of 
Hcinault,  and  Sir  Beaumont,  on  the  other  party,  betwixt  the  high  and  puissant 
princes  of  France  and  England,  have  sealed  this  instrument  of  truce  and  peace, 
and  delivered  the  same  accordingly  in  the  church  of  Esplctelinc,  on  Monday 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  grace  1340. 

This  truce  thus  finished,  king  Edward  broke  up  his  camp,  removing 
his  siege  from  Tournay,  and  came  again  to  Ghent ;  from  whence, 
very  early  in  the  morning,  he,  with  a  small  company,  took  shipping, 
and  by  long  seas  came  to  the  Tower  of  London,  very  few  or  none 
rxrcwed  having  understanding  thereof.  And  being  greatly  displeased  with 
divers  of  his  council  and  high  officers,  as  through  their  default  he 
constrained  against  his  will,  not  having  money  to  maintain  his 
to  condescend  unto  the  aforesaid  truce,  he  commanded  to  be  appre- 
hended and  brought  unto  him  to  the  Tower,  the  lord  John  Stoncliore, 
chief  justice  of  England,  and  Sir  John  Poultcney,  with  divers  others. 
The  next  morning  he  sent  for  L.  R.,  bishop  of  Chichester,  and  the 
lord  Wake,  the  lord  treasurer,  and  divers  other  such  that  were  in 
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authority  and  office,  and  commanded  them  all  to  be  kept  as  prisoners 
in  the  said  Tower,  the  said  bishop  only  excepted ;  whom,  for  fear  of 


the  constitution  of  pope  Clement,  which  commanded  that  no  bishop 
should  be  by  the  king  imprisoned,  he  set  at  liberty,  and  suffered  him 


to  go  his  way,  and  in  his  place  substituted  Sir  Roger  Boucher,  knight,  J^tu£.np 
lord  chancellor  of  England.  5ffi?£ 

The  history  treating  of  this  matter  reporteth  thus  :  that  the  king  pop/i 
had  at  this  time  under  him  evil  substitutes,  and  covetous  officers,  cwoui 
who,  attending  more  to  their  own  gain  than  to  the  public  honour  and  °fflc«* 
commodity  of  the  realm,  left  the  king  destitute  and  naked  of  money. 
Of  this  crime  also  John  Stratford,  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  John 
was  vehemently  noted  and  suspected ;  whether  of  his  true  deserving,  JS*1* 
or  by  the  setting  on  of  others,  hereafter  shall  more  appear ;  insomuch  w»hop  of 

iii-  i       i  i        '     x  v         t        Vt  •         m  Canter 

that  the  king,  ardently  incensed  against  him,  charged  mm  with  great  bury, 
falsehood  used  against  his  person,  as  by  these  his  letters  written  and 
directed  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Paul's  against  the  said  archbishop, 
manifestly  appearcth ;  the  tenor  of  which  letter  here  followeth  under- 
written. 

The  King's  Letter  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's. 

Kdward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France,  and  Lord  of 
Ireland,  to  his  well-beloved  in  Christ,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  Church 
of  St  Paul  in  London,  greeting  in  the  Lord : 

It  Li  manifest  by  ancient  histories,  but  more  plainly  it  appeared!  by  those 
things  which  daily  arc  practised  amongst  us,  that  many  men  abusing,  through 
pride,  the  favour  of  princes,  and  honour  bestowed  upon  them,  have  maliciously 
gone  about  to  deprave  the  laudable  endeavour  of  kings.    And  now,  that  the 
words  which  we  speak  may  be  more  manifest  unto  our  subjects,  we  suppose 
that  neither  you  nor  they  have  forgotten,  that  we,  being  established  in  our 
kingly  throne  in  younger  years,  and  coveting  even  then  to  guide  this  our 
regal  charge  taken  upon  us  with  wholesome  counsels,  have  called  unto  us,  John, 
bishop  of  Winchester,  now  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  whom  we  supposed  for  his 
fidelity  and  discretion  to  exceed  others;  whose  counsel  in  matters  appertaining 
unto  the  health  of  our  soul,  as  in  matters  also  respecting  the  augmenting  and  con- 
servation of  our  kingdom,  both  spiritually  and  temporally  we  used,  and  he  was 
received  of  us  into  all  familiarity.    We  found  in  him  also  such  humanity,  that 
he  was  saluted  by  the  name  of  Father,  and  of  all  next  unto  the  king  had  in 
honour.    Now,  afterwards,  when  by  right  of  succession  the  kingdom  of  France 
should  have  descended  unto  us,  and  was  by  violent  injury  by  the  lord  Philip  of 
Valois  holden  from  us ;  the  said  archbishop,  by  his  importune  instancy,  per- 
suaded us  to  enter  into  league  of  amity  with  the  princes  of  Ahnain  against  the 
said  Philip,  and  to  commit  ourself  and  ours  unto  the  hazard  of  wars  ;  promising 
and  affirming  that  he  would  bring  to  pass,  that  the  revenues  of  our  lands,  and 
other  to 'Ins  by  him  devised,  should  suffice  abundantly  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  said  wars ;  adding  moreover  that  our  only  care  should  be  for  the  furniture 
of  strong  and  able  soldiers,  such  as  were  fit  for  the  purpose,  and  expert  in 
warfare  :  for  the  rest  he  himself  would  effectually  procure  money  convenient  to 
suffice  our  necessity,  and  the  charges  thereof.    Whereupon,  intending  great 
exploits,  we  conveyed  our  army  beyond  the  seas,  and  with  marvellous  great 
charges,  as  behoved,  we  set  forward ;  we  became  also  bound  in  great  sums  of 
money,  making  sure  account  of  the  aid  aforesaid  promised  unto  us.    But,  alas ! 
unhappy  is  that  man  that  reposeth  confidence  in  man's  deceitful  staff  of  brittle 
reed ;  whereunto,  as  saith  the  prophet,  if  a  man  lean,  it  breaketh  and  picrceth 
the  hand.    Thus,  being  defrauded  of  our  long  looked-for  subsidy,  for  very 
necessity's  sake  we  were  constrained  to  take  upon  us  importable  charges  of 
debts  by  grievous  usury.     And  so  our  expedition  being  staid,  we  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  into  England,  desisting  from  our  enterprises  so  valiantly  begun. 
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Kdtrard  Now,  when  we  were  returned  into  England,  we  laid  before  our  archbishop  our 
manifold  calamities  and  misfortunes  before  rehearsed,  and  thereupon  called  a 
A       parliament ;  wherein  the  prelates,  noblemen,  and  others  the  faithful  subject*  of 
1340*   our  dominions,  granted  unto  us  a  new  subsidy  of  corn,  lamb,  wool,  &c,  beside* 

 —  the  tenth  granted  by  the  clergy;  which  subsidy,  if  it  had  been  faithfully  collected 

and  obtained  in  due  time,  had  greatly  availed  for  the  expedition  of  our  said 
wars,  the  payment  of  our  debts,  and  the  confusion  of  our  enemies.  Our  said 
archbishop  promised  diligently  to  do  his  endeavour,  as  well  in  collecting  the 
same,  as  also  in  procuring  other  necessaries  to  serve  to  our  purpose.  Where- 
upon, trusting  under  these  fair  promises,  having  all  things  in  a  readiness,  both 
men  and  furnished  ships,  we  made  sail  towards  Flanders ;  and,  by  the  way, 
upon  the  dangerous  seas,  buckled  with  our  enemies  (sworn  to  the  destruction  of 
our  English  nation),  over  whom  we  triumphed  and  were  victors,  not  by  our 
merits,  their  multitude  far  exceeding  ours,  but  by  the  merciful  clemency  of  him 
that  ruled i  both  wind  and  sea.  Which  being  done,  we  passed  from  thence 
with  a  mighty  power  for  the  recovery  of  our  right,  and  pitched  our  tents  near 
unto  the  puissant  city  of  Tournay ;  where,  being  detained  for  a  time  in  the 
siege  thereof,  and  weaned  with  continual  toil,  our  charges  still  increasing, 
awaiting  with  silence  our  promised  aid ;  day  by  day  we  hoped  from  our  arch- 
bishop to  receive  succour  in  these  our  so  great  necessities.  At  length,  being 
frustrate  of  all  conceived  hope,  we  signified  unto  our  said  archbishop,  and  other* 
his  adherents,  by  divers  messengers  and  sundry  letters,  our  great  necessity  and 
perils  which  we  were  in  for  lack  of  the  said  subsidy  granted  unto  us.  We 
added  also  the  utility  and  honour  which  we  saw  might  be  achieved  if  we  had 
received  money  in  time.  All  this  notwithstanding,  we  received  from  them  no 
succour  at  all ;  for  that  preferring  their  private  business  and  oroper  commodi- 
ties, they  cloaked  their  sloth,  or  rather,  as  I  may  call  it,  their  fraud  and  malice, 
with  vain  excuses,  and  painted  glozing  words,  like  unto  the  deceitful,  who,  as 
said)  Isaiah,  use  to  deride  with  these  words,  « Manda  remanent, '  &c. 

By  means  whereof  (alas  for  sorrow !)  it  came  to  pass,  that  while  good  hope 
of  subduing  our  enemies  graciously  smiled  upon  us,  we  were  constrained, 
penury  prevailing  against  us,  to  take  truce,  to  our  shame,  the  hinderance  of 
our  expedition,  and  the  no  small  rejoicing  of  our  evil-willers ;  and  so  we  returned 
into  Flanders  all  void  of  money  and  oppressed  with  infinite  debts,  neither  had  we 
in  our  treasuries  wherewith  to  discharge  our  necessities,  nor  yet  to  pay  our 
soldiers'  wages  ;  insomuch  that  we  were  compelled  to  enter  into  the  devouring 
gulf  of  usury,  and  to  sustain  on  our  shoulders  great  burdens  of  debts,  heap  upon 
neap.    This  being  done,  our  faithful  friends,  companions  in  war,  and  partakers 
of  our  tribulations,  came  unto  us,  with  whom  we  consulted  diligently  by  what 
means  we  might  best  deliver  ourselves  from  this  dangerous  storm  of  evil  fortune. 
They  all  agreed,  affirming  certainly,  that  the  protracting  of  our  wars,  and  cause 
of  our  manifold  necessity,  happened  unto  us  through  the  fault  and  negligence, 
Arch-      or  rather  the  malice,  of  the  said  archbishop  (upon  whose  discretion  the  disposi- 
bithop  of  tion  of  the  whole  kingdom  seemed  to  depend)  and  other  officers  whom  we  had 
bury  fad»e  joined  in  counsel  with  him,  touching  the  affairs  of  our  kingdom  ;  vehemently 
to  the     swearing  and  murmuring  amonest  themselves  (for  that  we  had  left  so  long  un- 
ku'K"      corrected  theinsolency  of  the  bishop  and  other  officers),  that  if  remedy  in  these 
cases  were  not  had  with  speed,  they  would  withdraw  themselves  from  our 
allegiance,  and  the  covenant  which  they  had  sworn  unto ;  to  the  utter  sub- 
version of  our  kingdom,  our  perpetual  ignominy,  and  the  everlasting  shame  of 
our  English  nation,  which  God,  our  most  merciful  Father,  forbid  should  come 
to  pass  in  our  days,  in  whom  is  fixed  immoveably  the  anchor  of  our  hope. 
Evil  offl-  Whereupon,  intending  the  due  correction  of  our  officers,  we  removed  from 
T"  2m!  offices,  as  seemed  good  to  our  wisdom,  divers  persons  whom  we  suspected,  in 
{hiking! '  causes  evident,  of  evil  administration  of  justice,  of  subversion,  and  oppression 
of  our  subjects,  of  corruption,  of  bribes,  and  other  heinous  offences.  Others, 
also,  of  inferior  degree,  offending  in  the  premises,  we  caused  to  be  detained  in 
safe  custody,  lest  by  their  liberty  justice  might  be  trodden  under  foot,  and  the 
inquisition  of  the  truth  concerning  the  premises  not  come  to  light.  Forasmuch 
therefore  as  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  in  these  cases  might  of  none  more  cer- 
tainly be  known,  than  from  the  secret  breast  of  our  aforesaid  archbishop,  for  that 
nothing  pertaining  to  our  information  ought  to  lie  hid  from  him,  unto  whom 
for  so  long  a  time  had  been  committed  the  administration  of  our  whole 
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commonweal,  and  sum  of  our  business,  we  sent  unto  him  our  faithful  subject,  giword 
Nicolas  de  Cantilupe,  with  special  commandment  from  us,  that,  all  delays  set  In- 
apart,  he  should  forthwith  make  his  personal  appearance  before  us  at  our  city   ^  q 
ot  London.    But  he,  as  one  always  timorous,  as  well  in  prosperity  as  in  adver-  j 

sity,  and  fearing  where  no  fear  was,  untruly  allegeth  that  some  of  our  assistants   1 

had  threatened  him,  and  laid  wait  for  his  life,  if  at  any  time  he  departed  from 
the  church  of  Canterbury ;  which  (God  we  take  to  witness,  and  a  pure 
science)  we  never  meant,  nor  any  of  our 


We  suppose  he  touched  thereby  our  cousin,  although  to  all  others,  as  well  of  Arch- 
the  clergy  as  commonalty,  through  his  malicious  misdemeanours,  he  was  become  gjjjg* 
odious.  bury" 

Wherefore  intending  the  safeguard  of  our  subjects  by  letters,  or  otherwise,  ™tiou»  to 
called  before  us,  we  appointed  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Ralfe  Stafford,  our  J" the 
harbinger,  to  offer  unto  him  safe  conduct,  and,  moreover,  to  present  unto  him  8 
our  letters  patent,  under  our  seal ;  willing  and  commanding  him  thereby  again 
personally  to  come  before  us,  that  we  might  be  informed  what  of  so  long  a 
time  he  had  done  touching  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  Whereunto,  contemning  j>nicth 
our  commandment  and  gentle  request,  he  answereth,  that  neither  he  would  in  «o  come 
person  appear,  neither  yet  in  any  matter  confer  with  us,  except  it  were  in  a  full  jj,}^" 
parliament,  which  for  divers  reasonable  causes  could  not  then  be  called.  Thus 
may  you  sec  this  archbishop,  whom  our  royal  benignity  had  amplified  with 
large  honours,  admitted  into  all  familiarity,  received  into  the  bond  of  unanimity 
and  friendship,  upon  whom,  as  on  a  father,  our  whole  hope  did  consist  (who,  so  charged 
long  as  we  accomplished  his  will  in  all  things,  pretended  towards  us  a  face  of  wilh  dl»; 
counterfeit  love,  cloaked  with  dissembling  benevolence,  even  as  though  he  had  ^'^n"1* 
been  a  loving  father),  how  cruelly  against  reason  he  hath  now  forsaken  us,  gratitude, 
requiting  benefits  with  ingratitude,  oppressing  his  benefactor  with  the  arrogancy 
of  fear ;  and,  finally,  according  to  the  vulgar  proverb,  rewarded  us  as  a  horse 
in  a  salt-lu  ll,  as  a  snake  in  a  man's  bosom,  and  as  fire  cherished  next  the  skin, 
reward  their  receivers.    When  we  were  first  exalted  unto  the  throne  of  our 
kingdom,  descended  unto  us  by  right  of  inheritance  (God's  divine  providence 
so  working),  we  thought  and  always  think  it  a  detestable  thing  to  abuse  so  high 
authority,  hut  rather  desire  to  govern  with  clemency,  lenity,  and  moderation  of 
justice,  that  peace,  of  all  men  desired,  might  firmly  take  place. 

Nevertheless,  our  said  archbishop  hath  gone  about  to  defame  our  innocency,  A  Ma_ 
and  the  fidelity  and  diligence  of  our  faithful  counsellors,  prosecutors  of  true  meroftlie 
justice ;  openly  declaring  in  his  letters  patent,  and  publishing  abroad  in  divers  k"lfe'- 
places,  that  he  was  oppressed  by  the  king's  power  contrary  to  justice,  the 
clergy  and  commonalty  confounded,  and  the  church  overcharged  with  divers 
grievous  taxes  and  exactions.  He  subtilely  usurped  the  name  of  a  good  pastor, 
when  indeed  he  was  nothing  less,  but  rather,  as  it  should  seem,  by  his  own 
coufession,  and  the  common  opinion  had  of  him,  a  very  hireling.  He  cloaked 
his  crafty  subtleness  with  the  zeal  of  defending  the  church,  although  he  himself, 
in  very  deed,  was  the  only  cause,  by  his  evil  counsel  and  crafty  devices,  of  the 
tribulation  of  the  same.  He  also  feigned  that  not  long  ago,  certain  writings 
were  brought  unto  him  to  be  sealed,  containing  in  effect  the  defence  and  excusa- 
tion  of  all  such  in  general  that  were  violators  of  the  liberties  of  the  church ;  hoping 
thereby  to  defame  the  opinion  had  of  us  and  our  faithful  counsellors,  to  stir  up 
sedition  amongst  the  people,  and  finally  to  withdraw  from  us  the  hearts  of  our 
nobility.    He  gave  commandment  by  his  letters,  that  these  things  should  be 

E claimed  in  all  places  of  great  resort  by  divers  special  articles,  contrary  to 
former  order  in  his  provincial  council.  Wherefore,  respecting  the  integrity 
of  our  fame,  intending  to  prevent  the  malice  of  the  said  archbishop,  and  also  to 
decline  from  us  the  snares  prepared  for  us  and  ours  ;  we  have  thought  good  at 
tliis  present  (over  and  besides  those  which  before  are  rehearsed)  amongst  so 
many  which  we  omit,  to  declare  unto  you  some  of  his  perverse  and  wicked  ct*. 
When,  in  our  minority,  we  were  constituted  over  our  dominions,  he  cause.l  us 
through  his  unadvised  counsel  and  rash  persuasion  (thereby  to  win  exce^ive 
favour),  to  give  away  so  many  wasteful  gifts,  and  so  many  unlawful  alienations, 
that  now,  by  means  thereof,  our  treasury  is  clean  consumed,  the  revenues  of 
our  exchequer  without  all  order  diminished,  and  he  corrupted  with  bribes  innu- 
merable. Oftentimes  also,  without  cause  why,  when  neither  necessity  nor 
utility  so  required,  only  through  his  persuasion,  we  forgave  divers  men  great 


Digitized  by  Gocfgle 


68+ 


THK  A  Kt'll  BISIIOp's   LKTTEK  TO  THK  KING. 


tUmird  sums  of  money  due  unto  us ;  yea,  and  the  rents  and  revenues  which  ought  to 
111     have  been  conserved  for  our  necessity  and  profit,  we  applied  to  the  use  of  his 
^  D    friends,  largely  bestowing  upon  such  as  ill  deserved  it    Moreover,  accepting 
l.'ilO    as  we"  Per*°ns  M  money,  contrary  to  our  mind  and  his  oath  of  fidelity  made 

 -  unto  us,  he  admitted  unto  public  offices  throughout  our  dominions  persons 

unworthily*  neglecting  those  that  had  well  deserved.    Many  other  things  he 
rashly  took  in  hand,  to  the  detriment  of  our  state,  the  hurt  of  our  dignity  royal, 
The  arch-  and  no  small  damage  of  our  subjects,  by  abusing  his  authority  and  office  com- 
atiulwth    m'lt<*l  unto  him.    But  if  he  persist  in  his  proud  obstinacy  and  stout  rebellion, 
UIi  office,  we  shall  hereafter,  in  convenient  time  and  place,  cause  it  to  be  more  openly 
known ;  willing  and  commanding  you  to  publish  and  cause  to  be  published,  all 
and  singular  the  premises  openly  and  distinctly  in  places  where  you  shall  think 
it  expedient,  and  to  set  forth,  as  shall  seem  best  to  your  godly  wisdoms,  our 
good  intent  for  the  suppressing  of  incommodities,  and  the  furthering  of  the 
commodities  of  our  subjects,  that  we  may  worthily  commend  your  circumspect 
care  herein. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westm.  10,  die  Februar.  Anno  Regni  nostn 
Anglia?  15,  Regni  vero  Francis:  secundo. 

By  these  aforesaid  objections  and  accusations  of  the  king,  premised 
and  laid  against  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  what  is  to  be  thought  of 
the  doings  of  the  said  archbishop,  I  leave  it  to  thy  judgment,  gentle 
reader  (as  I  said  before),  to  be  conjectured;  forasmuch  as  our  histories 
somewhat  bearing  with  the  said  archbishop,  seem  either  to  be  uncer- 
tain of  the  truth  of  the  matter,  or  else  covertly  to  dissemble  some  part 
of  that  they  knew.  And  especially  of  Polydore  Virgil  I  marvel,  who, 
having  so  good  occasion  to  touch  the  matter,  doth  so  slightly  pass  it 
over  without  any  word  of  mention.  In  which  matter,  if  probable 
conjecture,  besides  history,  might  here  be  heard,  it  is  not  unlike  but 
that  some  old  practice  of  prelates  hath  herein  been  put  in  use,  through 
some  crafty  conspiracy  between  the  pope  and  the  archbishop.  And 
the  rather  it  is  to  be  gathered,  for  that  as  the  pope  was  an  enemy  unto 
the  king  in  this  his  challenge  to  the  crown  of  France,  so  the  arch- 
bishop against  his  prince  (as  for  the  most  part  always  they  have  been) 
was  a  friend,  as  no  man  need  to  doubt  thereof,  unto  the  pope. 
Which  thing  also  more  probably  may  be  supposed,  because  of  the 
coming  down  of  the  two  cardinals  the  same  time,  from  the  pope  to 
the  king  of  England,  about  the  matter  of  further  truce ;  whereof 
(Christ  willing)  more  hereafter  shall  follow.  Albeit  the  archbishop, 
this  yet  notwithstanding,  subtilely  and  featly  excuseth  himself  to  the 
king  of  the  aforesaid  objections,  and  cunningly  handleth  the  matter 
in  words  by  his  letter  directed  to  the  king  as  followeth. 

Letter  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  King. 

Redoubted  sir,  may  it  please  your  majesty  to  understand,  that  the  most 
chiefest  and  special  thing  that  keepeth  kings  and  princes  in  the  favour  of  God. 
and  best  preserveth  them  in  their  estate,  is  sage,  wise,  and  deliberate  counsel. 
And  therefore  saith  the  wise  man  concerning  counsel  in  this  wise,  "  Good  men 
have  thereby  their  safety."  And  it  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Kings,  how  Solo- 
mon, who  was  the  wisest  prince  that  ever  was,  took  unto  him  the  most  ancient 
and  sage  men  of  his  realm  to  be  his  counsellors,  by  whose  advisement  and 
discretion  he  always  kept  the  land  of  Israel  in  quiet,  and  in  peace ;  and  besides 
that,  had  all  other  kings  and  princes  that  bordered  upon  him,  at  his  will  and 
commandment.  After  whose  death  reigned  Rchoboam  his  son,  who  neglecting 
the  good  counsel  of  his  father,  and  the  good  advice  of  his  sage  and  discreet 
counsellors,  hearkened  to  such  counsel  as  lighter  and  younger  men  persuaded 
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him  unto,  who  sought  rather  how  to  please  and  flatter  him,  than  the  quiet  state  Edward 
of  his  realm ;  whereby  he  lost  all  the  whole  land  of  Israel,  the  twelfth  part 
only  excepted.    In  like  manner  have  many  kings  of  Israel,  and  other  king-   7  ^ 
dums  beside,  by  rash  and  evil  counsel  come  to  great  ruin  and  mischief.    And  ^^40 
sir,  saving  your  princely  patience,  you  may  call  to  remembrance  your  own 


time ;  for  by  the  wicked  and  sinister  counsel  to  our  late  sovereign  lord  your  c«x» 
father  given  (whom  God  forgive),  which  he  took  and  followed,  both  against  jo™nn'e- 
the  U.-v  of  his  land,  and  the  grand  charter  of  the  peers,  and  others  his  people  eemmry 
of  the  land,  some  he  put  to  shameful  death,  from  others  he  took  their  goods,  J^™'  * 
and  such  as  fled  he  put  unto  their  ransom ;  and  what  enemies  he  purchased 
thereby  your  grace  well  understandeth.    And  after  this,  sir,  you  know,  even  in 
your  own  time,  how,  by  following  and  believing  over-light  counsel,  you  your- 
self lost  the  hearts  of  many  of  your  subjects,  from  the  which  God  deliver  you, 
if  it  be  his  will.    And  after  that  time  again  until  now,  by  the  good  advisement 
of  your  prelates,  peers,  and  sage  counsellors  of  your  land,  your  grace's  business 
and  affairs  have  been  so  demeaned  and  ordered,  that  you  have  had  the  hearts 
again  of  all  your  subjects,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  as  much  or  rather  more, 
than  any  of  your  grace's  predecessors,  kings  of  England,  have  had ;  so  that,  by 
means  of  the  said  good  counsel,  the  good  will  and  aid  of  your  people,  and  the 
special  grace  of  God,  you  have  had  the  victory  of  all  your  enemies,  as  well  in 
Scotland  as  in  France,  and  all  other  places  besides  ;  so  that  unto  this  day  (God  s 
name  be  blessed  for  it)  your  grace  hath  been  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  noble 
princes  in  all  Christendom.    And  now  your  grace,  by  the  evil  and  perverse 
counsel  of  some  such  within  the  realm  who  are  not  so  wise  as  they  might  be,  and 
such  also  as  consider  and  respect  rather  their  own  private  commodity,  than 
your  grace's  honour  and  safety  of  your  realm,  beginneth  to  apprehend  divers 
clerks,  peers,  and  other  people  of  the  land,  and  to  direct  process  against  them 
that  is  not  beseeming,  but  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land,  which  to  keep  and  main- 
tain you  are  bound  by  the  oath  you  took  at  your  coronation ;  and  contrary  to  the 
grand  charter,  whereof  all  the  realm  are  witnesses,  and  all  the  prelates  of  the 
same ;  and  contrary  to  the  sentence  confirmed  by  the  bull  of  our  holy  father  the 
pope,which  we  have  to  show.  All  which  things,  as  they  are  to  the  great  peril  and 
danger  of  your  soul,  so  are  they  also  to  the  utter  debasing  of  your  regal  state 
and  honour.    And  sir,  although  such  as  be  your  grace's  governors  and  coun- 
sellors (being  a  calling  above  their  degree)  do  give  your  grace  to  understand 
that  their  enterprises  and  yours  do  please  and  content  you*r  subjects  and  com- 
mons ;  yet  your  grace  shall  know  for  certain,  and  prove  it  your  own  self  to 
be  far  otherwise  than  they  bear  you  in  hand.    And  that,  unless  God  do  remedy 
the  same,  if  you  prosecute  your  purpose  begun  in  this  order,  you  will  lose  the 
hearts  of  all  your  subjects,  as  also  your  good  and  rightful  enterprise;  and  shall 
see  such  discord  about  the  same,  that  you  shall  not  be  able  to  perform  that  you 
have  begun,  but  rather  force  your  enemies  to  seek  your  destruction,  to  lose 
your  noble  and  renowned  fame,  and,  in  the  end,  your  kingdom  itself:  which 
God  forbid.    Wherefore,  sovereign  lord  and  king,  I  beseech  you  that  for  the 
safeguard  of  your  honour  and  realm,  and  enterprise  begun,  you  will  take  unto 
you  the  most  discreet  and  wisest  men  within  your  realm,  and  work  by  their 
advice  and  counsel,  as  before  this  time  you  have  been  accustomed ;  without  the 
aid  and  counsel  of  whom  you  can  neither  maintain  your  enterprise,  nor  govern 
your  realm.    And  because  some  such  as  are  about  your  grace  falsely  devise 
against  us  treason  and  such  like  troubles  (and  therefore  are  of  us  excommuni- 
cate, and  as  persons  excommunicate  we  do  so  esteem  of  them,  as  your  spiritual  j ^ 
pastor,  we  also  desire  you  so  to  esteem  and  think  of  them) ;  who  also  make  like  private 
report  of  others  that  have  been  with  your  grace  beyond  the  seas,  that  they  have  "u»e, 
naughtily  and  falsely  served  you,  whereby  you  have  lost  the  town  of  Tournay,  *  u 
and  much  honour  else,  which  you  might  have  won  and  gotten  there :  may  it 
please  your  grace  to  call  before  you  the  prelates  and  peers  of  your  realm  in 
some  convenient  place,  where  we  and  others  may  safely  come  and  resort; 
and  there  also  to  make  search  and  inquiry,  in  whose  hands,  after  the  beginning 
of  your  wars,  the  money,  with  what  tilings  else  soever  which  was  granted  unto 
von  in  aid  of  the  same  your  wars,  until  this  present  day,  doth  remain  and  is  not 
aid  out  again ;  as  also  by  whose  default  you  were  so  forced  to  leave  the  said  siege 
of  Tournay,  and  that  those  who  shall  be  found  in  any  point  faulty  and  guilty 
therein  against  you,  as  a  good  justicer,  yoiir  grace  will  cause  to  be  punished 
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Edward  according  to  the  law ;  and  insomuch  as  appertaincth  to  us  therein,  we  ask  judg- 
ment  of  our  peers  (the  state  always  of  holy  church,  of  us,  and  of  our  order  rc- 
A  p  served  inviolate),  according  as  we  have  "written  unto  you  herein.  And  for 
God's  sake,  sir,  believe  not  either  of  us,  or  any  other  your  true  subjects  else, 
more  than  that  you  shall  understand  the  verity  of ;  for  if  men  should  be  pu- 
nished without  making  answer  to  that  which  is  objected  against  them,  there 
should  be  then  no  difference  in  judgment  betwixt  the  good  doer  and  the  bad. 

And  sir,  may  it  please  you  well  to  consider  of  the  great  enterprise  you  have 
in  hand,  the  great  good  will  which  you  have  need  of  for  this  cause,  and  of  your 
great  enemies  the  Scots,  and  the  great  jeopardy  of  your  realm  besides.  For  if 
your  prelates,  your  nobles,  and  all  the  wise  men  of  your  realm  were  of  one  mind 
and  will,  without  any  discord  or  division  amongst  them,  to  dispose  and  set  in 
order  those  things  which  are  needful  in  so  great  affairs  and  business,  they 
should  have,  all,  enough  to  beat  their  heads  about,  for  the  maintenance  of  your 
great  enterprise  begun,  the  honour  of  you,  and  safeguard  of  your  realm.  And 
sir,  may  it  please  your  grace  not  to  be  displeased  that  so  rudelv  and  grossly  we 
declare  unto  you  the  verity ;  for  why,  the  great  love  and  affection  which  we 

*  ha 


'  unto  you,  and  always  have  done  the  same,  the  preservation  of  your  honour, 
and  safeguard  of  your  realm,  as  also  for  that  we  are,  although  unworthy,  the 
primate  of  the  whole  realm  of  England,  which  thing  appertaining  unto  us  by 
our  office  (and  we  being  your  spiritual  father),  doth  incite  us  the  rather  both  to 
say  and  command  that  which  may  turn  to  the  benefit  of  your  soul,  and  profit 
of  your  realm  and  kingly  estate.  Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  save  you,  both  body  and 
soul,  and  give  your  grace  both  to  hear  and  believe  good  counsel,  and  further, 
give  you  victory  over  all  your  enemies.  Written  at  Cant,  the  first  of  January, 
by  your  grace's  chaplain,  the  archbishop  of  the  same. 

Return  of    And  thus  stood  the  case  between  the  king  and  the  archbishop  of 
^m^"1*"  Canterbury,  who  coming  thus,  as  is  said,  in  sccrctwise  into  England 
T^Sniy.  fr°m  tne  s'e£e  °f  Tournay,  his  army  in  the  mean  while  by  ships  was 
conveyed  to  Brittany.    A  great  number  of  the  troops,  through 
unseasonable  and  inconvenient  meats  and  drinks,  were  there  con- 
sumed ;  to  whom  also  no  less  danger  happened  on  the  seas  in  coming 
out  of  Brittany  into  England,  by  tempest,  thunder,  and  lightning, 
stirred  up,  as  is  thought,  by  the  necromancers  of  the  French  king. 
ad.1341.     About  a.d.  1341,  were  sent  from  the  pope  two  other  cardinals  to 
uireT  f°r  ^rea*  w'*n  king  Edward  for  a  truce  of  three  years  more  to  be  con- 
>e»r»  be-  eluded  with  the  French  king,  besides  the  former  truce  taken  before 
l^rTwd  for  one  year ;  and  all  by  the  pope's  means.  For  here  is  to  be  undcr- 
Prench    8to°d>  tuat  113  lt  was  not  wr  tue  pope's  purpose  to  have  the  king  of 
king.     England  to  reign  over  so  many  countries,  so  his  privy  support  lacked 
not  by  all  means  possible,  both  by  the  archbishops  and  cardinals,  and 
also  by  the  emperor,  to  maintain  the  state  of  the  French  king,  and 
to  establish  him  in  his  possession.1 

In  the  histories  where  these  things  be  mentioned,  it  is  also  noted, 
that  the  same  year  there  was  here  in  the  realm  such  plenty  of  victuals, 
that  a  quarter  of  wheat  was  sold  for  two  shillings,  a  fat  ox  for  a  noble, 
and  as  some  say,  a  sheep  for  four-pence.  And  thus  far  endureth 
the  history  of  Ranulpkus  Cestrensis,  called  *  Polychronicon."' 
AD.mt,  The  year  following,  a.d.  1842,  Louis  of  Bavaria,  the  emperor,  who 
before  had  showed  great  courtesy  to  king  Edward,  in  his  first  voyage 
over,  insomuch  that  he  made  him  his  vicar  or  vicegerent  general,  and 
offered  him  also  aid  against  the  French  king ;  now  (cither  turned  by 
inconstancy,  or  seduced  by  the  pope)  writcth  to  him  contrary  letters, 
wherein  be  rcvoketh  the  viccgerentship  granted  to  him,  and  seeketh 
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all  means  in  favour  of  the  French  king,  and  against  king  Edward ;  as 
by  his  letters  here  under  written  may  better  appear. 

Letter  of  the  Emperor  to  the  King  of  England. 

Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God  emperor  of  the  Romans,  always  Augustus,  &c. 
To  Edward  king  of  England,  his  beloved  brother,  greeting  and  unfeigned  love. 
Although  great  and  urgent  business  of  our  own  do  oppress  us,  and  about  the 
same  our  weighty  affairs  we  are  daily  encumbered,  yet  with  the  discord  and 
variance  between  your  kingly  dignity  and  the  renowned  Philip,  the  king  of 
France  our  cousin,  for  your  sake,  we  are  not  a  little  troubled.  And  the  rather, 
the  great  charges  which  may  hereafter  grow  both  to  you  and  to  your  kingdom 
thereby  considered,  both  of  men  and  money,  unless  the  same  be  taken  up,  doth 
more  easily  provoke  us  to  give  ourself  to  the  careful  study  of  your  affairs. 
Wherefore  we  give  you  to  understand  that  the  aforesaid  Philip,  at  our  request, 
hath  given  unto  us,  by  his  letters,  authority  and  power  to  treat  and  conclude  a 
peace  between  you,  touching  the  variance  begun :  which  peace  (all  the  state 
diligently  considered  both  of  yourself,  your  kingdom,  and  subjects)  we  take 
and  believe  to  be  right  expedient  for  you;  moving  therewithal  your  charity, 
and  earnestly  desiring  you,  that  to  this  also  you  will  give  your  consent,  whereby 
we  may  bring  you  both  to  concord  and  unity,  and  establish  between  you  a  firm 
peace  to  endure ;  whereunto  with  willing  mind  we  would  apply  ourself,  and 
bestow  our  painful  labour  in  prosecuting  the  same.  And  herein  if  you  will 
condescend  and  agree  unto  our  counsel,  as  we  trust  you  will,  it  may  please  you 
by  your  letters  to  give  unto  us  the  like  authority  as  is  above  said,  to  treat  of 
peace  or  for  the  ordering  of  a  truce  for  one  year  or  two  at  least  to  continue. 
Neither  let  it  move  you,  that  between  us  and  the  said  Philip  of  France  a  truce 
is  taken  ;  for,  seeing  that  you  without  our  consent  took  truce  with  him,  we,  by 
the  advice  of  our  princes  who  know  the  bonds,  deeds,  and  covenants  betwixt 
us,  who  also  thought  no  less  but  that,  saving  your  honour,  we  might  do  the 
same,  have  also  made  a  league  with  the  said  Philip  king  of  France ;  and  for 
certain  causes  do  revoke  and  call  back  the  lieutenantship  which  we  assigned 
unto  you  by  our  letters.  Nevertheless,  giving  you  for  certain  to  understand 
that  in  our  said  treaties  and  peace  concluded,  we  have  so  brotherly  considered 
you,  that,  if  you  will  agree  and  condescend  unto  our  counsel,  your  cause,  by 
our  mean  and  help,  shall  be  brought  to  good  pass  and  effect;  about  which 
things  further  to  confer  with  your  brotherhood  herein,  we  have  sent  a  devout 
and  religious  man,  Eliarhardus,  reader  and  brother  of  the  Heremites  of  St.  Au- 
gustine, and  chaplain  of  our  court;  whom,  about  the  premises,  we  desire  with 
speedy  expedition  to  be  sent  unto  us  again. 

Dated  at  Frankfort,  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of 
our  reign,  and  the  fourteenth  of  our  empire. 


///. 


A.D. 
1342. 


Answer  of  the  King  of  England  to  the  Emperor. 

To  the  high  and  mighty  Prince  Lord  Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Emperor  of 
the  Romans,  always  Augustus,  Edward,  by  the  same  grace,  King  of  France, 
and  England,  ana  Lord  of  Ireland,  salutation  and  prosperous  success. 

We  have  reverently  received  your  highness'  letters,  amongst  other  things 
containing,  that  the  noble  Philip  de  Valois,  to  the  intent  a  peace  and  concord 
between  us  and  him  might  be  concluded,  hath  given  unto  you,  by  his  letters, 
full  power  and  authority  thereunto  at  your  highness'  request ;  and  that  if  the 
same  might  content  us  to  do  in  like  sort,  your  highness  would  travail  to  bring 
the  concord  to  pass ;  and  that  it  would  not  move  us  any  whit  at  all,  that  your 
highness  and  the  said  Philip  are  in  league  together :  forasmuch  as  we,  without 
your  assent  and  consent,  you  say,  took  truce  with  the  said  Philip,  you  have 
also  done  the  like  with  him  (which  thing  you  might  well  do  saving  your 
honour,  by  the  counsel  of  all  your  nobles  and  princes),  and  for  certain  causes 
you  revoke  again  the  lieutenantship  which  you  committed  unto  us.  Doubtless 
the  zeal  and  good  will  you  have  to  make  this  concord  and  agreement,  we  much 
commend;  letting  you  to  understand  that  we  always  have. been  desirous,  and 
still  are,  to  have  a  reasonable  peace  with  the  said  Philip  ;  which  peace  as  much 
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Hdrari  08  to  (°ur  honour  saved)  appertained,  w«  have  in  justice  and  by  law  pro- 
itl-  secuted ;  and  in  very  deed,  it  should  be  to  us  acceptable,  and  as  we  would 
JT  wish,  if  by  such  a  mediator  as  your  celsitude  is,  it  might  be  brought  to  pass. 
.  '  *  But,  forasmuch  as  we  understand  the  same  our  right  and  title  to  the  kingdom 
of  France  to  be  manifest  and  clear  enough,  we  purpose  not  to  commit  the 
same  by  any  of  our  letters  to  doubtful  arbitrament :  but  while  we  well  consider 
and  revolve  with  ourselves,  how,  upon  circumspect  consideration  (you  mani- 
festly beholding  our  just  and  rightful  doing,  and  the  strait  dealing  ana  obstinate 
purpose  and  injury  of  the  said  Philip),  your  gracious  highness  made  a  special 
league  with  us,  and  in  our  behalf,  against  the  said  Philip,  adopting  us  of  your  great 
and  bountiful  love  towards  our  person  to  be  one  of  your  sons ;  wherefore,  that  you 
should  thus  again  alter  and  break  the  same,  we  cannot  sufficiently  marvel, 
seeing  your  invincible  highness,  being  instituted  of  (iod  to  the  laud  and  com- 
mendation of  good  men,  and  revenge  of  evil  and  wicked  doers,  hath  made  a 
league  against  us  with  the  said  Philip  de  Valois,  our  notorious  and  injurious 
enemy.  And  as  touching  that  which  you  say,  that  without  your  assignment 
and  consent  we  took  a  truce,  or  days  of  respite,  with  the  said  Philip,  which  we 
ought  not  to  have  done ;  if  your  grace  well  consider  the  circumstance  of  the 
matter,  we  have  done  but  as  we  might  therein ;  for  when  we  laid  our  siege  to 
Tournay,  it  was  requisite  that  we  should  follow  their  advice,  whose  aid  and 
society  therein  we  had.  Besides,  the  sudden  and  imminent  necessity  which  we 
there  stood  in,  and  the  distance  of  the  place  betwixt  your  highness  ana  us  further- 
more was  such,  as  that  by  no  means  we  might  attain  the  same,  nor  use  your 
assent  therein.  Yea  and  further,  if  your  grace  well  remember  yourself,  your 
grant  unto  us  was  such,  that  whensoever  opportunity  thereunto  should  serve, 
we  migh  treat  of  any  peace,  and  grant  what  time  we  thought  meet  thereunto, 
without  your  consent  therein ;  so  that  to  conclude  any  final  peace  with  the  said 
Philip  de  Valois,  without  either  your  consent,  or  otherwise  making  your  high- 
ness privy  thereunto,  it  might  not  be  lawful  for  us ;  which  tiling,  without  your 
said  counsel,  consent  and  advice,  we  never  minded  nor  purposed  to  do,  but 
have  in  all  our  doings  done  that  which  us  beseemed,  so  far  as  by  any  means 
our  power  would  stretch ;  hoping  likewise  that  your  brotherly  benevolence  for 
a  time  would  have  more  lovingly  supported  us.  It  is  thought  also  by  some, 
that  the  revoking  back  again,  or  restraint  of  your  aforesaid  lieutenantship,  was 
premature  or  done  all  out  of  time ;  when,  according  to  your  promise  made  to 
us  herein  by  your  letters  imperial,  you  ought  not  so  to  nave  done,  before  the 
realm  and  kingdom  of  France,  or  at  the  least  the  greatest  part  thereof,  were  of 
us  obtained  and  quietly  in  peaceable  wise  enjoyed.  These  things  premised, 
therefore,  we  desire  you,  according  to  your  nobility,  duly  to  consider,  and  here- 
after to  do,  that  which  shall  be  thought  both  meet  and  convenient ;  because  that 
(God  willing)  we  mean  to  recompense  and  gratify  both  you  and  yours,  accord- 
ing to  the  measure  of  your  benevolence  bestowed  upon  us.  The  Almighty 
grant  unto  your  celsitude  so  much  felicity  as  your  heart  desireth. 

Dated  at  London  the  18th  day  of  July,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  kingdom  of  France,  and  of  England  the  fifteenth. 

In  the  mean  time  died  pope  Benedict  XII.,  mentioned  a  little 
before ;  after  whom  succeeded  in  his  room  pope  Clement  VI.  Of 
whom  it  is  reported  in  stories,  that  he  was  very  liberal  and  bountiful 
to  his  cardinals  of  Rome,  enriching  and  heaping  them  with  goods 
and  possessions,  not  of  his  own,  but  with  the  ecclesiastical  dignities 
and  preferments  of  the  churches  of  England  ;!  for  so  recordeth  the 
author,  that  he  bestowed  upon  his  cardinals  the  livings  and  promo- 
tions, such  as  were  or  should  be  vacant  in  the  churches  of  England, 
and  went  about  to  set  up  new  titles  for  his  cardinals,  here  within  this 
Thokin*  realm.    But  the  king  being  offended  therewith,  made  void  and  frus- 
eih'hc"1  trate  *^  those  aforesaid  provisions  of  the  pope ;  cliarging  moreover 
i>oT,c •»""    and  commanding  that  no  person  whatsoever  should  busy  himself  with 
iSH    anv  fiucl»  provisions,  under  pain  of  imprisonment  and  losing  his  life ; 
which  law  was  made  the  year  following  (a.d.  1344). 

II)  Fje  Cbron.  Alboncn*. 
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Jt  followeth  then,  that  the  said  pope  Clement  again  began  to  mak(  Edward 
new  provisions  for  two  of  his  cardinals  of  benefice!  and  churches  that  UL 
should  be  next  vacant,  besides  bishoprics  and  abbotships,  to  the  extent  A- I}- 
of  two  thousand  marks ;  whereupon  the  procurators  of  the  said  cardinals  13t3 
were  sent  down  for  the  same.    But  the  king  and  nobility  of  the  The 
realm,  not  suffering  that,  under  pain  of  imprisonment  caused  the  said  {^u"ra_ 
procurators  forthwith  to  depart  the  realm  ;  whereupon  the  nobles  and  ,or» 
commons,  shortly  after,  wrote  a  fruitful  epistle  to  the  pope,  for  the  out* or 
liberties  and  maintenance  of  the  English  church  ;  whereunto,  as  saith  En«Und- 
the  author,  the  pope  and  the  cardinals  were  not  able  to  answer.  The 
argument  and  tenor  of  the  letter,  we  have  caused  to  be  translated 
out  of  French  into  English,  as  ensueth. 

Letter  of  the  King  of  England,  and  of  the  Nobles  and  Commons  of 
the  same,  to  the  Pope,  against  the  Reservations  and  Provisions 
which  he  bad  in  England. 

To  the  most  holy  father  in  God,  lord  Clement,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  the 
noly  church  of  Rome,  and  of  the  universal  church,  chief  and  high  bishop :  his 
humble  and  devout  children,  the  princes,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  knights,  citizens, 
burgesses,  and  all  the  commonalty  of  the  realm  of  England,  assembled  at  the 
parliament  holden  at  Westminster,  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  last  past ;  devout 
kissings  of  his  holy  feet,  with  all  humble  reverence  and  humility.  Most  holy 
father!  the  holy  discretion,  government,  and  equity,  which  appear  to  be  in 
you,  and  ought  of  duty  so  to  be  (being  so  high  and  holj  a  prelate,  and  head  of 
the  holy  church),  by  whom  the  holy  universal  church  and  people  of  God  ought 
to  be,  as  by  the  sunbeams,  enlightened,  give  us  good  hope  and  h'kelihood, 
that  the  just  petitions  (to  the  honour  of  Jesus  Christ  ana  holy  church,  and 
your  holiness  also)  by  us  declared,  shall  be  of  you  graciously  heard  and  con- 
sidered, and  that  all  errors  and  other  iniquities  should  be  quite  taken  away  and 
removed;  in  stead  whereof,  fruitful  exploits  and  necessary  remedies  (by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  you  in  so  high  an  estate  have  received)  may  be 
by  you  likewise  graciously  ordained  and  disposed.  Wherefore,  most  holy 
father!  all  we  (upon  great  deliberation  and  common  assent)  come  unto  your 
holiness,  showing  and  declaring  that  the  noble  kings  of  England  our  progeni- 
tors, our  ancestors,  and  we  (according  to  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
and  us  given,  every  one  according  to  his  devotion)  have  established,  founded,  Misap- 
and  endowed  within  the  realm  of  England,  churches,  cathedrals,  colleges,  propria- 
abbeys,  priories,  and  divers  other  houses  of  religion  in  the  same  ordained  ;  and  eccie»uu-, 
to  the  prelates  and  governors  of  the  same  places,  have  given  lands,  possessions,  tical  pro- 
patrimonies,  franchises,  advowsons,  and  patronages  of  dignities,  revenues,  {J^L'" 
offices,  churches,  with  many  and  divers  other  benefices  unto  them  given ;  cr». 
whereby  the  service  of  God  and  the  faith  of  Christ  might  have  been  honoured  and 
had  in  reverence,  that  the  hospitals  and  almshouses  that  are  made,  with  all  the 
churches  and  edifices,  might  be  honestly  kept  and  maintained,  and  tbat  devout 
prayers  might  in  those  places  be  made  for  the  founders,  and  the  poor  pa- 
rislroners  aided  and  comforted.  And  such  only  ought  to  have  the  cure  thereof, 
as  are  able  to  hear  confessions,  and,  in  their  own  natural  tongue,  are  otherwise 
meet  to  inform  and  teach  their  parishioners.  And  forasmuch  as,  most  holy 
father !  you  cannot  well  come  to  the  notice  of  divers  such  errors  and  defaults, 
neither  yet  understand  the  condition  of  the  places,  being  so  far  off,  unless 
your  holiness  be  informed  and  advertised ;  we,  having  the  perfect  intelligence 
and  understanding  of  the  said  errors  and  defaults  of  the  places  above  men- 
tioned, within  the  said  realm,  have  thought  meet  to  signify  the  same  unto  your 
holiness ;  that  divers  reservations,  provisions  and  collations  by 


your  predeces- 

apostolic  of  Home,  and  by  you,  most  holy  father !  in  your  time  have  been 
granted  (and  that,  more  largely  than  they  have  been  accustomed  to  be)  unto 
divers  persons,  as  well  strangers,  and  of  sundry  nations,  as  unto  some  such  as 
are  our  enemies,  having  no  understanding  at  all  of  the  toneuc  and  conditions 
of  them  of  whom  they  nave  the  government  and  cure.  By  this  a  great  number 
VOL,  II.  Y  Y 
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EdH-nrd  of  souls  are  in  peril,  a  great  many  of  their  parishioners  in  danger,  the  service 
Hi-     of  (iod  destroyed,  the  alms  and  devotion  of  all  men  diminished,  the  hospitals 
a  n    perished,  the  churches,  with  their  appurtenances,  decayed,  charity  withdrawn, 
13431  ar,d  honest  persons  of  our  realm  unadvanced,  the  charge  and  govern- 

 —  ment  of  souls  not  regarded,  the  devotion  of  the  people  restrained,  many  i*K>r 

I)«rcay  of  8Ch0iars  unpreferrcd,  and  the  treasure  of  the  realm  carried  out  against  the 
ti'urch  minds  'and  intents  of  the  founders.  All  which  errors,  defaults,  and  slanders, 
of  Eng.  most  holy  father!  we  neither  can  nor  ought  to  sufTcr  or  endure.  We,  therefore, 
thedpope  moBt  humbly  require  your  holiness,  that  the  slanders,  errors  and  defaults,  which 
we  have  declared  unto  you,  may  be,  through  your  great  discretion,  considered ; 
and  that  it  may  please  you,  that  such  reservations,  provisions,  and  collations 
may  be  utterly  repelled,  that  from  henceforth  the  same  be  no  more  amongst  us 
used;  and  to  take  such  order  and  remedy  therein,  that  the  said  benefices-, 
edifices,  rights,  with  their  appurtenants,  may  be  to  the  honour  of  God  by  our 
own  countrymen  cured,  defended,  and  governed.  And  that  it  may  further 
please  your  holiness  by  your  letters  to  signify  unto  us,  without  delay  and  other 
protract  of  time,  what  your  pleasure  is  touching  this  our  lawful  request  and 
demand ;  that  we  may  do  our  endeavour  with  diligence  herein  for  the  remedy, 
correction,  and  amendment  of  those  enormities  above  specified.  In  witness 
whereof,  unto  these  letters  patent  we  have  set  our  seals.  Given  in  the  full 
parliament  at  Westminster,  the  18th  day  of  May,  a.d.  1313. 

After  these  things  thus  passed  over,  the  king  shortly  after  sent 
over  his  procurators,  the  earl  of  Lancaster  and  Derby,  Hugh  Spenser, 
lord  Ralph  Stafford,  with  the  bishop  of  Exeter,  and  divers  others,  to 
the  pope  s  court,  to  discuss  and  plead  about  the  right  of  his  title  before 
the  pope  ;  unto  whom  the  said  pope  Clement  VI.,  not  long  after. 
The      sent  down  this  message:  How  that  Louis,  duke  of  Bavaria,  the 
nn^sage  emperor,  whom  the  pope  had  before  deposed,  had  submitted  himself 
to  tii»        him  in  all  things,  and  therefore  deserved  at  his  hands  the  benefit 
of  absolution  ;   and  how  the  pope  therefore  had  conferred  and 
restored  unto  him,  justly  and  graciously,  the  empire,  which  he  before 
unjustly  did  hold,  he.    This  message  when  the  king  did  hear,  being 
The      therewith  moved  to  anger,  he  answered,  saying,  that  if  he  also  did 
answer.  a?rcc  ftnt*  compound  with  the  French  king,  he  was  ready  to  fight 
with  them  both,  &c.! 

In  the  course  of  this  year,  pence,  halfpence,  and  farthings  began 
to  be  coined  in  the  Tower ;  and  in  the  year  following,  which  was 
A.D.IM4.  a.d.  1344,  the  castle  of  Windsor,  where  the  king  was  born,  began 
™*  .    to  be  repaired  ;  and  in  the  same  house  what  was  called  the  round-table 
wuuUn  was  situated,  the  diameter  whereof,  from  the  one  side  to  the  other, 
nunC?*  contained  two  hundred  feet ;  to  the  expenses  of  which  house  weekly 
tSSt'    was  flowed  a  hundred  pounds  for  the  maintaining  of  the  king's 
buiided.  chivalry,  till  at  length,  by  the  occasion  of  the  French  wars,  it  came 
down  to  nine  pounds  a  week.    Provoked  by  the  example  of  this,  the 
French  king  began  also  the  like  round-table  in  France,  for  the  main- 
taining of  the  knighthood.    At  the  same  time  the  said  French  king, 
moreover,  gave  free  liberty  throughout  his  realm  to  fell  down  trees 
for  making  ships  and  maintaining  his  navy,  whereby  the  realm  01 
England  was  not  a  little  damnified. 
Tenths       During  the  same  year  the  clcrgv  of  England  granted  to  the  king 
tenths  for  three  years;  for  which  the  king  in  recompense  again 
tjiccienjy  c?™11^  *°  ^em  "i8  charter,  containing  these  privileges :  That  no 
for  three  archbishop  or  bishop  should  be  arraigned  before  his  justices  "  sive 
ad  sectam  suam,  sive  partis,*"  if  the  said  clerk  do  submit  and  claim 

(1)  Ex  Chron.  Alton  en. 
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his  clergy,  professing  himself  to  be  a  member  of  holy  church  ;  who,  so  F.d*ard 
doing,  shall  not  be  bound  to  come  to  his  answer  before  the  justices.  111 
And  if  it  shall  be  laid  unto  them  to  have  married  two  wives,  or  to  A.  D. 
have  married  a  widow,  the  justices  shall  have  no  power  to  proceed 
against  them,  to  inquire  into  the  matter ;  so  that  the  cause  shall  be  By  thu. 
reserved  to  the  spiritual  court,  &c.  awt*^ 

About  this  time,  at  the  setting  up  of  the  round-table,  the  king  ^l"u 
made  prince  Edward,  his  eldest  son,  the  first  prince  of  Wales.  All 
this  while  still  continued  the  truce  between  the  two  kings,  albeit  it  l^Cft  ot 
is  likely  to  be  thought  that,  the  French  king  made  many  attempts  to  WalM- 
infringe  the  same ;  whereupon  Henry,  carl  of  Lancaster,  with  six  a  d.imji. 
hundred  men  at  arms,  and  as  many  archers,  was  sent  over  to  Gascony,  ^"^her 
the  year  after  (a.d.  1845),  who  there  so  valiantly  is  said  to  have  «"« 
behaved  himself,  that  he  subdued  fifty-five  townships  unto  the  king ;  uSca°»- 
twenty-three  noblemen  he  took  prisoners,  encountering  with  the  ^"JJ" 
Frenchmen  at  Allebroke.    So  courteously  and  liberally  he  dealt  G»«my- 
with  the  soldiers,  that  it  was  a  joy  to  them,  and  a  preferment  to  fight 
underneath  him.    His  manner  was,  in  winning  any  town,  to  reserve 
little  or  nothing  to  himself,  but  to  disperse  the  whole  spoil  among 
his  soldiers.    One  example  in  the  author  whom  1  follow  is  named ; 
how  the  said  carl  at  the  winning  of  the  town  of  Briers,  where  he  had 
granted  to  every  soldier,  for  his  booty,  the  house  with  all  the  imple- 
ments therein,  which  he  by  victory  should  obtain  ;  among  his  other 
soldiers,  to  one  named  Ren,  fell  a  certain  house  with  the  implements 
thereof,  wherein  were  contained  the  mint  and  money  coined  for  that 
country,  to  the  value  of  a  great  substance ;  which  when  the  soldier 
had  found,  in  breaking  up  a  house  where  first  the  gross  metal  was 
not  yet  perfectly  wrought,  he  came  to  the  earl  declaring,  to  him  the 
treasure,  to  know  what  was  his  pleasure  therein.    The  carl  answered, 
that  the  house  was  his,  and  whatsoever  he  found  therein.  After- 
wards the  soldier,  finding  a  whole  mint  of  pure  silver  ready  coined, 
signified  the  same  to  the  carl,  forasmuch  as  he  thought  such  treasure 
to  be  too  great  for  his  portion  ;  to  whom  the  said  carl  again  answering,  Theiit*- 
declarcd  that  he  had  once  given  him  the  whole  house,  and  what  he  n 


had  once  given,  he  would  not  call  back  again,  as  children  use  to  play,  jtt"* 
And  therefore  bade  him  enjoy  that  which  was  granted  to  him  ;  and  a  worthy 
if  the  money  were  thrice  as  much,  it  should  be  his  own.1    Which  c,pta,n  . 
story,  whether  it  were  true  or  otherwise  in  those  days,  I  have  not 
to  affirm.    But  certes,  if  in  these  our  covetous  and  wretched  dats 
now  present,  anv  author  should  report  the  like  act  to  be  practised,  I 
would  hardly  believe  it  to  be  true. 

As  the  earl  of  Lancaster  was  thus  occupied  in  Gascony,  the  Scots  TheScou 
were  as  busy  here  in  England,  wasting  and  spoiling  without  mercy;  gffi*. 
who  were  thought,  and  not  unlikely,  to  be  set  on  by  the  French  king ;  breaking 
and  therefore  he  was  judged  both  by  that,  and  by  divers  other  ways,  truct" 
to  have  broken  the  covenants  of  truce  between  him  and  the  kimj  of 
England.    Wherefore,  the  next  year  ensuing  (a.d.  1346),  king  a.d.um. 
Edward,  first  sending  his  letters  to  the  court  of  Rome,  and  therein 
complaining  to  the  pope  of  Philip  de  Valois,  how  he  transgressed  ap"  or0> 
and  broke  the  truce  between  them  made,  which  by  evident  proba-  w'"rdfnto 
tions  he  there  made  manifest,  about  the  month  of  July  made  his  Fn»nce- 

(I)  Ex  Chron.  A.  anon. 
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k  i var&  voyage  into  Normandy,  in  Mich  a  secret  manner,  that  no  man  well 
'"'   knew  whither  he  intended.  There  he  first  entered  the  town  of  Hogs. 
A.  D.  and  from  thence  proceeded  unto  Cardoyne.  About  the  twenty-seventh 
*3'*6-  of  July,  by  the  river  Cardoyne,  lie  had  a  strong  battle  with  the  Nor- 
Thc  hat   mans  and  other  Frenchmen,  who,  to  stop  his  passage,  defended  the 
doy"e?ar  bridge ;  at  which  battle  were  taken  of  the  lords  of  France,  the  earls 
of  Ewe  and  Tankcrvillc ;  and  of  knights  with  other  men  of  arms,  to 
the  number  of  one  hundred  ;  of  footmen  six  hundred  ;  and  the  town 
and  suburbs  were  beaten  down  to  the  hard  walls,  and  all  tliat  could 
be  borne  away  was  transported  to  the  ships. 

A  little  before,  mention  was  made  how  the  French  king  began 
first  to  infringe  the  truce  taken,  and  how  the  earl  of  Lancaster,  upon 
the  same,  was  sent  into  Gascony.  Now,  for  the  more  evidence  of  the 
matter  concerning  the  falling  of  the  French  king  from  the  league, 
and  other  his  wrongs  and  untrue  dealing,  it  shall  better,  in  the  king's 
letter,  appear;  who,  hearing  word  that  the  lord  Philip  de  Valois, 
contrary  to  the  form  of  truce  taken  at  Vanes,  had  apprehended  certain 
of  his  nobles  of  England,  and  had  brought  them  to  Paris  to  be 
imprisoned  and  put  to  death  ;  besides  other  slaughters  and  spoilings 
made  in  Brittany,  Gascony,  and  other  [places  more :  he,  therefore, 
seeing  the  truce  to  be  broken  on  the  French  king's  part,  and  being 
thereto  of  necessity  compelled,  in  the  year  above  prefixed,  the  four- 
teenth of  June,  did  publish  and  send  abroad  his  letters  of  defiance, 
containing  to  this  effect. 

The  King's  Letters  of  Defiance  against  the  French  King. 

To  all  and  singular,  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  public  greeting.  We 
think  it  is  not  unknown  unto  you  all,  that  after  the  decease  of  Charles,  late 
king  of  France,  of  famous  memory,  brother  to  our  redoubted  lady  mother  queen 
Isabel,  queen  of  England;  the  crown 'of  France,  by  just  inheritance,  hath  fallen 
unto  us,  as  to  the  next  heir  male  now  living  after  the  said  king.  Now  Philip 
de  Valois,  being  but  only  son  to  the  uncle  of  the  aforesaid  king  Charles,  and 
therefore,  by  degree  of  consanguinity,  further  off  removed  from  the  same  (we 
being  in  the  time  of  our  minority),  hath  violently,  by  force  and  power,  contrary 
to  God  and  justice,  usurped,  occupied,  and  yet  doth  occupy  the  same;  invading 
further,  and  spoiling  our  lands  in  the  dukedom  of  Aquitaine,  and  joining  himself 
with  our  rebellious  enemies  the  Scots,  seeking  our  subversion  both  by  land  and 
by  sea,  to  the  uttermost  of  his  endeavour.  And  although  we,  to  prevent  the 
damages  which  might  rise  by  war,  have  offered  to  the  said  Philip  divers  friendly 
ways  of  peace,  to  the  intent  we  might  better  intend  our  purposed  voyage  against 
Christ's  enemies  the  Turks ;  yet  could  we  nothing  prevail  with  him  in  obtaining 
any  peaceable  way  of  reformation,  driving  us  off  by  crafty  dissimulation,  through 
false  pretensed  words,  but  performing  nothing  with  heart  and  deed.  Whereupou, 
we,  not  neglecting  the  grace  and  gift  of  God,  to  defend  the  right  of  our  inhe- 
ritance, and  to  repulse  the  injuries  of  our  enemy,  have  not  refused  by  force  of 
arms,  coming  down  to  Brittany,  to  encounter  with  him  in  open  field.  And  so. 
we  being  occupied  in  our  wars,  there  repaired  unto  us  the  reverend  father, 
bishop  of  Prevest,  and  of  Tusculane  cardinals,  and  legates  from  pope  Qe- 
ment  VI.,  to  treat  of  some  reformation  of  peace  between  us;  at  whose  request 
we  consented,  agreeing  to  such  forma  and  conditions  of  peace  as  then  were 
taken  between  us,  sending,  moreover,  our  ambassadors  to  the  court  of  Rome, 
specially  to  treat  of  the  same  matter.  And  thus,  while  some  hope  of  truce 
seemed  between  us  to  appear,  news  suddenly  came  unto  us,  which  not  a  little 
astonished  our  mind,  of  the  death  of  certain  of  our  nobles  and  adherents,  whom 
the  said  Philip  unjustly  and  cruelly,  at  Paris,  had  commanded  to  be  executed  ; 
besides  the  wasting  and  spoiling  our  lands  and  subjects  in  Brittany,  Gascony, 
and  other  places ;  with  innumerable  wrongs  and  injuries,  deceitfully  intended 
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against  us,  both  by  sea  and  land.   By  reason  whereof,  the  truce  on  his  part  being  Edvnrd 
notoriously  broken,  it  is  most  manifest  that  it  had  been  lawful  for  us,  forthwith,  111 
to  have  set  upon  him  with  open  war.    Yet,  notwithstanding,  to  avoid  those   7  7L 
incommodities  that  come  by  war,  we  thought  first  to  prove,  if  by  any  gentle  f 
means  some  reformation  might  be  had  touching  the  premises.    And  therefore, 
sundry  times,  we  have  sent  ambassadors  to  the  pope's  presence  for  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  reformation  to  be  had  in  those  aforesaid  excesses ;  requiring  also,  for 
the  tractation  thereof,  certain  terms  of  times  to  be  appointed,  always  reserving 
to  ourselves,  notwithstanding,  free  liberty  to  resume  war  at  our  pleasure, 
according  as  the  doings  of  the  said  Philip  shall  constrain  us  thereunto.  And 
now,  forasmuch  as  the  aforesaid  terms  be  already  expired,  and  yet  no  reason- 
able offer  of  peace  appeareth,  neither  will  the  said  Philip  come  to  any  con- 
formity, being  required  and  admonished,  notwithstanding,  by  the  popes  letter 
thereunto  (as  the  pope  by  his  letter  hath  written  unto  us),  but  always  hath 
multiplied  his  conspiracy  and  obligations,  using  extremities  against  us ;  and,  to 
omit  here  to  sneak  of  the  excessive  enormity  of  the  pope's  legate,  who  being  The 
sent  by  the  bishop  of  Rome  for  the  keeping  of  truce,  and  whose  part  had  been  pope't  le 
rather  to  have  quenched  and  stayed  the  discord,  hath  stirred  up  our  enemy  J££ 
more  eagerly  against  us.    In  thisj  neither  hath  the  bishop  of  Rome  (saving  his  war.UP 
reverence)  as  yet  provided  any  remedy,  albeit  he  hath  been  divers  times  Like  le- 
reuuired  of  us  so  to  do ;  which  thing  being  so,  we  ought  to  be  excused  both  S'te  U*« 
before  God  and  man,  if,  for  the  defect  of  other  remedy  to  be  had,  we  shall  be  pop*' 
constrained  ourselves  to  find  remedy  against  such  wrongs  and  injuries ;  the 
case  of  justice  and  necessity  constraining  us  to  give  out  these  our  letters  of 
defiance  against  the  violator  of  the  truce,  and  the  unjust  invader  of  our  kingdom : 
protesting,  that  this  we  do,  not  upon  any  displeasure  to  the  bishop  of  Rome,  or 
to  .the  apostolic  see,  but  only  for  the  moderation  of  equity,  standing  upon  the 
defence  of  our  own  right  and  lawful  inheritance,  intending  always,  rather  to 
have  peace,  if  by  any  reasonable  way  it  might  be  had.    And  thus  much,  for 
the  stopping  of  slanderous  fame  and  the  mouths  of  backbiters,  we  thought 
good  to  signify,  first  to  the  high  bishop  of  Rome,  and  the  aforesaid  cardinals ; 
that  bv  them,  as  persons  indifferent,  and  mediators,  the  same  may  be  insinuated 
to  the  contrary  part,  and  abo  unto  your  whole  university  in  general ;  recom- 
mending unto  you  all,  the  innocency  of  my  cause,  and  the  community  of  justice. 
Dated  at  Westminster  the  fourteenth  of  June,  the  nineteenth  year  of  our  reign 
in  England,  and  of  France  the  sixth. 

And  thus  much  for  the  king's  letters.  Now  let  us  again  return  to 
his  passage,  from  whence  a  little  we  have  digressed.  Concerning  the 
which  passage  of  the  king,  with  the  order  of  his  acts  achieved  in  the 
same,  from  the  winning  of  Cadane  or  Cardoyne,  unto  the  town  of 
Poissy,  it  is  sufficiently  described  by  one  of  the  king's  chaplains  and 
his  confessor ;  who,  being  a  Dominic  friar,  and  accompanying  the 
king  through  all  his  journey,  writeth  thereof  as  followcth. 

A  Letter  of  the  King's  Confessor  touching  his  Acts-doing  at  Cardoyne. 

Great  cause  we  have  to  praise  and  laud  the  God  of  heaven,  and  most  worthily 
to  confess  his  holy  name,  who  hath  so  wrought  his  mercy  to  us.    For  after  the 
conflict  had  at  Cadane,  in  the  which  many  were  slain,  and  the  city  taken  and 
sacked,  even  to  the  bare  walls,  the  city  of  Baia  immediately  yielded  itself  of  its 
own  accord,  fearing  lest  their  counsels  had  been  bewrayed.    After  this  the  lord 
our  king  directed  his  progress  toward  Rouen ;  who  being  at  the  town  of  Lexon, 
there  came  certain  cardinals  to  him,  greatly  exhorting  him  to  peace ;  which  The  ear- 
cardinals  being  courteously  entertained  of  (he  king  for  the  reverence  of  the  JJjjjJf 
pope'*  see,  it  was  thus  answered  to  them  again ;  that  the  king  being  very  tTgMt 
desirous  of  peace,  had  assayed  by  all  ways  and  means  reasonable  how  to  maintain  peace, 
the  same ;  and,  therefore,  hath  offered  conditions,  and  manifold  ways  of  peace  to  The 
be  had,  to  the  no  small  prejudice  of  his  own  cause ;  and  yet  is  ready  to  admit  any  JJjfJJ"' 
reasonable  offer  of  peace,  if  by  any  means  it  may  be  sought,  &c.  With  this  answer  *he  cardi- 
the  cardinals  going  to  the  French  king,  the  king's  adversary,  to  persuade  with  nala. 
him  in  like  manner,  returned  to  king  Edward,  offering  him  in  the  French  king's 
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Edward  name,  the  dukedom  of  Aquitaine,  in  an  fall  assurance  as  his  father  before  htm 
IU-    ever  had  it;  besides  furtner  hope  also  of  obtaining  more,  if  treaty  of  peace 
a  D    might  be  obtained.    But  forasmuch  as  that  contented  not  enough  the  king's 
I .',  | (j'   mind,  neither  did  the  cardinals  find  the  French  king  so  tractable  and  propeme 
to  the  study  of  peace  as  they  looked  for,  the  cardinals  returned,  leaving  the 


The  matter  as  they  found  it.  And  so  the  king  speeding  forward  in  the  wuy  that 
khi({C  n'8  j°urney  flid  lie,  Bubdued  the  country  and  the  great  towns,  without  any 
•howeth  resistance  of  the  inhabitants,  who  did  all  flee  and  run  away.  Such  fear  God 
U^Kf1  struck  into  them,  that  it  seemed  they  had  lost  their  heart*.    In  the  same 


viage,  as  the  king  had  gotten  many  towns  and  villages,  so  also  he  subdued 
castles  and  munitions  very  strong,  and  that  with  little  stress.  His  enemy, 
being  at  the  same  time  at  Rouen,  had  reared  a  great  army,  who,  notwithstanding 
being  well  manned,  ever  kept  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  Seine,  breaking 
down  all  the  bridges,  that  we  should  not  come  over  to  him.  And  although  the 
country  round  about  continually  was  spoiled,  sacked,  and  with  fire  consumed 
by  the  circuit  of  twenty  miles  round  about ;  yet  the  French  king,  being  distant 
source  the  space  of  one  mile  from  us,  either  would  not,  or  else  durst  not  (when 
he  might  easily  have  passed  over  the  river),  make  any  resistance  for  defence  of 
The  king  his  country  and  people.  And  so  our  king,  journeying  forward,  came  to 
FWmP  10  Pusiake  or  Poissy,  where  the  French 'king  had  likewise  broken  down  the  bridge, 
and  keeping  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  would  rest  in  no  place. 

After  the  king's  coming  to  Poissy,  the  aforesaid  chaplain  and  con- 
fessor to  the  king,  named  Michael  Northburgh  (describing  the  king's 
voyage,  and  the  acts  of  the  Englishmen  from  the  town  of  Poissy,  to 
his  coming  to  Calais),  in  his  letters  writeth  in  this  wise. 


A  Letter  of  Michael  Northburgh,  the  King's  Confessor,  describing 
the  King's  Voyage  into  France. 

Salutations  premised,  we  give  you  to  understand,  that  our  sovereign  lord  the 
king  came  to  the  town  of  Poissy,  the  day  before  the  assumption  of  our  Lady, 
where  was  a  certain  bridge  over  the  water  of  Seine  broken  down  by  the  enemy, 
but  the  king  tarried  there  bo  long  till  that  the  bridge  was  made  again ;  and 
while  the  bridge  was  in  repairing,  there  came  a  great  number  of  men  at  arms, 
and  other  soldiers  armed,  to  hinder  the  same ;  but  the  earl  of  Northampton 
issued  out  against  them  and  slew  of  them  more  than  one  thousand ;  the  rest 
fled  away,  thanks  be  to  God.  At  another  time  our  men  passed  the  water, 
although  with  much  travail,  and  slew  a  great  number  of  the  common  soldiers 
of  France,  about  the  city  of  Paris  and  country  adjoining,  being  part  of  the 
French  king's  army,  and  thoroughly  well  appointed ;  so  that  our  people  have 
now  made  other  good  bridges  upon  our  enemies,  God  be  thanked,  without  any 
great  loss  and  damage  to  us.  On  the  morrow  after  the  assumption  of  our  Lady, 
the  king  passed  the  water  of  Seine,  and  marched  toward  roissy,  which  is  a 
town  of  great  defence,  and  strongly  immured,  and  a  marvellous  strong  castle 
within  the  same,  which  our  enemies  kept;  and  when  our  vanguard  was  passed 
the  town,  our  rear-guard  gave  an  assault  thereunto,  and  took  the  same,  where 
were  slain  more  than  three  hundred  men  at  arms  on  our  enemies'  part.  The 
next  day  following,  the  earl  of  Suffolk  and  Sir  Hugh  Spenser  marched  forth 
upon  the  commons  of  the  country  assembled  and  well  armed,  and  in  fine 
discomfited  them,  and  slew  of  them  more  than  two  hundred,  and  took  sixty 
gentlemen  prisoners,  beside  others.  After  that,  the  king  marched  toward 
Grand  Villers,  and  while  he  was  there  encamped,  the  king's  vanguard  was 
descried  by  the  men  of  arms  of  the  king  of  Bohemia ;  whereupon  our  men 
issued  out  in  great  haste,  and  joined  battle  with  them,  but  were  forced  to  retire. 
Notwithstanding,  thanks  be  unto  God !  the  earl  of  Northampton  issued  out, 
and  rescued  the  horsemen  with  other  soldiers,  so  that  few  or  none  of  them  were 
either  taken  or  slain  (saving  only  Thomas  Talbot),  but  had  again  die  enemy  in 
chase  within  two  leagues  of  Amieus,  of  whom  we  took  eight,  and  slew  twelve 
of  their  best  men  at  arms:  the  rest,  being  well  horsed,  took  to  the  town  of 
Amiens.  After  this,  the  king  of  England  marched  toward  Pountife  upon 
Bartholomew  day,  and  came  unto  the  water  of  Somme,  where  the  French  king 
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had  laid  five  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  three  thousand  footmen,  purposing  to  s<wrf 
have  kept  and  stopped  our  passage ;  but,  thanks  be  to  God !  the  king  of  England  1 " 
and  his  host  entered  the  same  water  of  Somrae,  where  never  man  passed  before,  ~7~n~ 
without  the  loss  of  any  of  our  men,  and,  after  that,  encountered  with  the 
enemy,  and  slew  of  them  more  than  two  thousand ;  the  rest  fled  to  Abbeville,  . 
in  which  chase  were  taken  many  knights,  sciiures,  and  men  at  arms.  The  same 
day  Sir  Hugh  Spenser  took  the  town  of  Croylay,  where  he  and  his  soldiers 
slew  four  hundred  men  at  arms,  and  kept  the  town,  where  they  found  great 
store  of  victuals.  The  same  night  encamped  the  king  of  England  in  the  forest 
of  Cressy  upon  the  same  water,  for  that  the  French  king's  host  came  on  the 
other  side  of  the  town  near  unto  our  passage ;  but  he  would  not  take  the  water 
of  us,  and  so  marched  toward  Abbeville.  Upon  the  Friday  following,  the  king 
being  still  encamped  in  the  said  forest,  our  scurriers  descried  the  French  king, 
who  marched  toward  us  in  four  great  battalions ;  and  having  then  understanding 
of  our  enemies  (as  God's  will  was)  a  little  before  the  evening  tide,  we  drew 
unto  the  plain  field,  and  set  our  battles  in  array ;  and  immediately  the  fight 
began,  which  was  sore  and  cruel,  and  endured  long,  for  our  enemies  behaved 
themselves  right  nobly.  But,  thanks  be  given  to  God !  the  victory  fell  on  our 
side,  and  the  king,  our  adversary,  was  discomfited  with  all  his  host,  and  put  to 
flight ;  where  also  was  slain  the  king  of  Bohemia,  the  duke  of  Loraine,  the  earl 
of  Dabeson,  the  carl  of  Flanders,  the  earl  of  Blois,  the  earl  of  Arcot  with  his 
»w  o  sons;  the  earl  of  Damerler,  the  earl  of  Navers  and  his  brother,  the  lord  of 
Tronard,  the  archbishop  of  Meymes,  the  archbishop  of  Saundes,  the  high  prior 
of  France,  the  earl  of  Savoy,  the  lord  of  Morles,  the  lord  de  Guis,  seignior  de 
St  Novant,  seignior  de  Rosinburgh,  with  six  carls  of  Almain,  and  divers  other 
earls,  barons,  knights,  and  squires,  whose  names  are  unknown.  Philip  de 
Valois  himself,  with  another  marquis,  who  was  called  lord  elector  among  the 
Romans,  escaped  from  the  battle.  The  number  of  the  men  at  arms  who  were 
found  dead  in  the  field,  besides  the  common  soldiers  and  footmen,  was  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-two.  All  that  night  the  king  of  England  with 
his  host,  abode  armed  in  the  field  where  the  battle  was  fought.  On  the  morrow 
before  the  sun  rose,  there  marched  toward  us  another  great  host,  mighty  and 
strong,  of  the  Frenchmen ;  but  the  earl  of  Northampton  and  the  earl  of  Norfolk 
issued  out  against  them  in  three  battles ;  and,  after  long  and  terrible  fight, 
them,  in  like  wise,  they  discomfited  by  God's  great  help  and  grace  (for  other- 
wise it  could  never  have  been) ;  where.they  took  of  knights  ana  squires  a  great 
number,  and  slew  above  two  thousand,  pursuing  the  chase  three  leagues  from 
the  place  where  the  battle  was  fought.  The  same  night  also  the  king  encamped 
himself  again  in  the  forest  of  Cressy,  and  on  the  morrow  marched  toward 
Boulogne,  and  by  the  way  he  took  the  town  of  Staples ;  and  from  thence  he 
marched  toward  Calais,  where  he  intendeth  to  plant  his  siege,  and  lay  his 
battery  to  the  same ;  and  therefore  our  sovereign  lord  the  king  willeth  and 
commandeth  you,  in  all  that  ever  you  may,  to  send  to  the  said  siege  victuals 
convenient,  for.  after  the  time  of  our  departing  from  Chaam,  we  have  travelled 
through  the  country,  with  great  peril,  and  danger  of  our  people,  but  yet  always 
had  of  victuals  plenty,  thanks  be  to  God  thcre-for !  But  now,  as  the  case  standeth, 
we  partly  need  your  help  to  be  refreshed  with  victuals.    Tims  fare  you  well. 

Written  at  the  siege  before  the  town  of  Calais,  the  fourteenth  day  of 
September. 

After  the  siege  and  winning  of  Poissy,  the  third  day  of  September,  &gf* 
a.  d.  1346,  the  king,  through  the  midst  of  France,  directed  his 
passage  unto  Calais,  as  by  the  tenor  of  this  letter  you  hear,  and 
besieged  the  same;  which  siege  he  continued  from  the  tlurd  of 
September  aforesaid,  till  the  third  day  of  August  next  ensuing,  upon 
the  which  day  it  was  rendered  up  unto  the  said  Edward  III.,  and 
subdued  unto  the  crown  of  England;  as  after,  the  Lord  willing,  shall 
more  appear. 

In  the  mean  time,  during  the  siege  of  Calais,  David  the  Scottish 
king,  at  the  request  of  the  French  king,  with  a  great  army  burst  into 
the  north  parts  of  England  ;  and  first  besieging  the  town  of  Liddcll, 
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srfwrrf  within  six  days  obtained  the  greatest  part  of  the  town ;  and  there 
111    taking  all  that  he  could  find,  with  Sir  Walter  Salby,  a  valiant  knight, 
A.  D.  who  was  the  keeper  of  the  hold,  he  caused  him  uncourteously  to  be 
134C-  put  to  the  sword ;  and  so  from  thence  he  proceeded  further  into 
England,  till  at  length  being  met  withal  by  William  Surch,  arch- 
bishop of  York,  and  the  lord  Percy,  and  the  lord  Nevil,  with  other 
nobles  of  those  parts  (calling  and  gathering  their  men  together)  in 
The  seou  tne  P^am  ncar  to  Durham,  the  seventeenth  day  of  October  in  the 
thrown         abovc  mentioned,  through  the  gracious  hand  of  Christ,  there  they 
were  subdued  and  conquered.    In  that  conflict,  the  earls  of  Murray 
and  Strathern,  with  the  flower  of  all  the  chivalry,  and  the  principal 
The  scot-  warriors  of  Scotland,  were  slain.    Also  the  aforesaid  king  David,  with 
tikenlng  tuc  eark  °f  Mcntifc  and   Fife,  and  other  lords,  and  William 
pruoner.  Douglas  Masklimc  a  Fleming,  and  William  Douglas,  and  many  more 
men  at  arms  were  taken  prisoners ;  and  so  the  mischief  which  they 
intended  to  others,  fell  upon  their  own  heads. 

Moreover,  during  the  said  siege  of  Calais,  the  aforesaid  pope 
Clement  VI.,  writing  to  the  king  of  England,  went  about  under  the 
pretence  of  peace  to  stop  his  proceedings ;  whose  letters  here  follow. 

Letter  of  the  Pope  to  the  King  of  England,  in  the  behalf  of  the 

Frenchmen. 

The  pope  Clement  the  bishop,  Bcrvant  of  God's  son  ants,  to  his  well-beloved  son  in 
recom-  Christ,  Edward  the  puissant  king  of  England,  salutation  and  apostolical  blessing. 
mim*  ^  you  diligently  consider,  dear  son !  as  ought  a  catholic  prince  to  do,  the 
bctwwm  slaughter  of  such  an  innumerable  sort,  bought  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ 
Knjjland  our  Redeemer ;  the  loss  of  their  substance  and  souls,  and  the  lamentable  perils 
France,  which  the  dissensions  and  wars  stirred  up  between  you  and  our  well-beloved 
son  Philip,  the  noble  king  of  France,  have  brought  upon  us,  and  yet  daily  do 
without  intermission ;  and  also  the  bewailing  of  so  many  poor  people,  crying 
out  of  orphans  and  pupils,  lamentation  of  widows,  and  other  miserable  people 
who  be  robbed  and  spoiled,  and  almost  famished;  what  exclamation  they  make 
with  tears  running  down  their  cheeks,  yelling  and  crying  unto  God  for  help; 
as  also  the  destruction  of  churches,  monasteries,  and  holy  places,  holy  vessels, 
and  other  ornaments  unto  God's  service  dedicated ;  the  sacrilegious  robberies, 
sackings,  and  imprisoninga,  the  spoiling  of  holy  churches,  and  religious  persons, 
with  many  other  such  innumerable,  detestable,  execrable  mischiefs,  offending 
the  eyes  of  the  Divine  Majesty ;  all  which,  if  your  princely  heart  would  consider 
and  well  remember,  with  this  also,  that  catholic  faith  (especially  in  the  east 
parts)  and  the  Christians  there  abiding,  by  means  of  the  same  dissensions  and 
wars,  destitute  of  the  helps  of  such  catholic  men  as  are  in  the  west  parts,  are  so 
afflicted  of  the  infidels;  seeing  the  other  parts  of  Christendom  so  troubled  with 
cruel  persecutions,  yea,  and  more  cruel  than  ever  it  hath  been  (although  in 
these  tunes  to  amplify  this  our  faith  in  the  said  east  parts  is  cruel  persecution 
showed,  more  than  hath  been  of  many  years  past),  doubtless  wc  believe  it  would 
pity  your  heart  And  to  the  end  that  such  and  so  great  evils  should  no  further 
proceed ;  nor  yet  that  so  great  good  as  might  be  done  by  dilating  of  our  afore- 
said faith,  in  these  times,  shoula  be  let  and  hindered,  wc  desire  you  that  you 
would  apply  your  mind  to  make  some  agreement  and  peace  with  the  aforesaid 
king.  For  if,  my  well-beloved  son!  God  hath  given  unto  you  prosperous 
success  and  fortune,  ye  ought  rather  to  humble  than  to  extol  yourself;  and  be 
so  much  the  more  ready  to  incline  to  his  peace,  and  to  endeavour  yourself  to 
please  God,  who  lovcth  peace,  and  delightcth  in  peaceable  men ;  and  to  eschew 
the  aforesaid  evils,  which  without  doubt  do  grievously  ofTend  him.  Fuither- 
more,  we  marvel  greatly,  that  unto  our  reverend  brother  Anibaldus,  bishop  of 
Tusculane,  and  our  beloved  son  Stephen,  of  the  title  of  St  John  and  Paul, 
priest  and  cardinal  of  the  apostolical  see,  being  sent  as  legates  by  us  and  the 
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same  see  apostolic,  to  entreat  a  peace,  who  diligently  and  faithfully  labouring  Edwnni 
for  the  same,  as  lovers  of  verity,  justice  and  equity,  and  therewithal  regarders  MI, 
of  your  honour,  could  not  bo  suffered,  touching  the  entreaty  of  the  same  peace,    *  ~,Z~ 
to  come  unto  your  grace's  presence.  1S4A* 

Wherefore  we  desire  your  kingly  highness  more  earnestly,  and,  for  the  mercy  1_ 

of  God,  with  more  vehemcncy  we  require  the  same,  that  you,  taking  up  the 
aforesaid  horrible  evils,  and  preventing  the  sweetness  of  piety  and  compassion, 
may  escape  the  vengeance  of  God's  indignation,  which  were  to  be  feared,  if  you 
should  persevere  in  your  former  evils ;  as  God  forbid !  And  as  touching  the 
entreaty  for  peace,  for  which  our  aforesaid  cardinals  were  sent  unto  you  (how- 
beit  secretly,  lest  it  should  be  any  derogation  to  your  honour),  we  desire  you  to 
condescend  thereunto,  and  that  with  all  your  affection  you  will  incline  your 
mind  to  the  same,  so  pleasant  unto  God,  so  desired  of  the  world;  as  also  to  you, 
the  aforesaid  king,  and  unto  the  catholic  faith,  profitable.  And  that  the  same 
peace  by  God's  help  and  grace  established  and  made  perfect,  you  might  essay 
your  puissant  strength  about  God's  business  in  the  aforesaid  east  parts  (such 
good  occasion  serving,  as  before  is  said,  in  these  our  times),  being  such  apt 
advancements  of  your  honour,  and  happy  increasing  of  your  princely  name ; 
for  we  have  heard  it  of  you  reported,  that  you  behave  yourself  fervently  in  all 
your  attempts.  Thus  we  doubt  not  but  that  you  will  write  unto  us  again 
touching  the  premises,  and  the  purpose  of  your  intention  touching  the  same. 
Dated  at  Avignon,  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  and  the  fifth  year  of  our 
papacy. 

Answer  of  the  King  of  England,  to  the  aforesaid  Letter  of  the 

Pope. 

Most  holy  father !  we  understand  by  the  letters  of  the  reverend  fathers  in 
God,  the  bishop  of  Tusculane,  and  Stephen  of  the  title  of  St.  John,  priest, 
cardinals,  and  legates  of  the  court  of  Rome,  as  also  by  the  letters  of  your 
holiness  sent  unto  us,  that  ye  marvel  greatly  for  that  your  said  legates  were  of 
purpose  sent  unto  us,  and  commanded  to  treat  of  a  {>eace  between  our  adver- 
sary of  France  and  us,  that  we  would  not  suffer  them  secretly  to  talk  with  us, 
for  the  safeguard  of  our  honour,  the  intention  of  your  heart  being  to  make  the 
aforesaid  peace ;  complaining  and  bewailing  therein  the  death  of  christian  men, 
the  loss  of  their  goods,  the  peril  of  their  souls,  the  lamentable  wailings  of  the 
poor,  of  orphans,  of  widows,  and  the  destruction  of  other  pitiful  persons,  the 
pillage  and  robberies  of  churches,  and  other  mischiefs  innumerable;  and 
especially,  the  diminishing  of  christian  faith  in  the  east  parts,  which,  by  the  war 
between  our  adversary  of  France  and  us,  is  sore  decayed,  as  the  said  letters 

fdainly  do  import  And  that  forasmuch  as  God  hatn  given  us  triumphant 
brtune,  so  much  the  more  we  ought  to  abase  and  humble  our  heart,  and  to  be 
the  readier  to  make  and  incline  to  a  peace.  As  touching  these  things,  holy  Kin* 
father !  we  give  your  holiness  to  understand,  that  as  well  unto  your  aforesaid  Edward 
legates,  as  other  messengers  sent  from  you  unto  us,  we  have  offered  unto  every  tx^' 
one  of  them  reasonable  ways  of  peace,  and  every  day  declare  the  same,  and  that  himself 
not  secretly,  but  openly.  For  we  doubt  not  to  let  our  purpose  be  understood; 
for  he  that  is  the  high  Judge  both  of  him  and  us,  in  whose  disposition  all  things 
lie,  hath  given  unto  us  the  crown  of  France  to  our  right  and  proper  heritage ; 
the  which  right  our  aforesaid  adversary  hath,  by  force,  of  long  time  detained 
from  us,  we  seeking  to  obtain  the  same  in  peaceable  wise ;  and  yet  do,  if  we 
might  obtain  the  same  in  any  good  manner,  rather  for  the  benefit  of  christian 
men,  and  that  the  aforesaid  evils  might  cease,  which  by  his  wrongful  means 
only  have  increased  and  grown.  Yet  notwithstanding,  as  before  this  time  you 
know,  we  assented  to  a  truce,  with  certain  articles  contained  in  the  same 
writing ;  all  this  he  hath  infringed ;  neither  doth  the  wrong  suffice  him  which 
he  offereth  us  in  our  aforesaid  heritage,  but  he  endeavoureth  himself,  during  the 
said  truce,  to  invade  our  realm  of  England,  and  our  other  lands ;  and  further- 
more,  maintained!  the  Scots,  and  aideth  them  to  the  utter  destruction  of  us,  our 
people  and  lands  aforesaid ;  wherein  we  were  enforced,  for  the  safeguard  of  our 
people  and  lands,  by  such  lawful  means  as  we  may,  to  defend  ourselves,  and 
put  him  from  his  wicked  purpose.  And  furthermore  for  the  same,  our  quarrel 
being  in  the  hands  of  God,  have  we  come  against  him  to  conquer  our  inherit- 
ance of  France ;  over  whom  God  hath  given  us  divers  victories,  as  we  have 
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trusted  he  would,  by  his  right  wise  judgment  and  power :  which  thing  he  hath 
fall  ( " 


///. 


showed  upon  us  (all  chance  of  fortune  set  apart),  in  respect  of  our  rightful  title 
^  P  therein,  and  without  our  deserts;  wherefore,  with  all  humility  of  heart  we  give 
1346  thanks  always  therefore,  most  devoutly  night  and  day  praising  his  holy 

 —  name ;  for  we  acknowledge  the  same  cometli  not  by  our  strength  and  force 

Wherefore,  most  holy  father !  we  desire  your  holiness,  and,  so  much  as  in  us 
lieth,  require  the  same,  that  you  that  supply  the  place  of  the  Son  of  God  on 
earth,  and  have  the  government  of  the  souls  of  all  christian  men,  and  ought  to 
be  upright  and  equal  towards  all  men,  without  exception  of  persons,  that  ye,  I 
say,  will  receive  good  information  and  true,  of  the  objections  above  said,  and 
will  put  to  your  holy  helping  hand,  as  much  as  in  you  is,  that  our  said  adver- 
sary of  France  may  acknowledge  his  wrong  which  he  hath  done  to  us  herein, 
and  that  it  may  be  by  your  aid  redressed ;  and  that  he,  in  this  his  wrong,  have 
The  king  no  maintenance  and  aid  at  your  hand.    For  if  it  be  so,  we  then  appeal  unto  the 
ft-om'the1  **u<*&c  °^  Wg08'  wno  suflTereth  wrongs  to  be  done  for  a  time,  for  the  sinful 
pope  to    default  of  man,  but  in  the  end  redresseth  the  same,  leaving  no  good  deed 
Ood.       unrewarded,  nor  evil  unpunished ;  most  humbly  requiring  him  to  be  to  us  a 
true  and  upright  judge  of  all  our  controversies,  for  his  mercies'  sake,  as  in  the 
mean  time  we  repose  our  full  trust  and  confidence  in  him.    The  Holy  Spirit  of 
God,  &c. 

Moreover,  during  the  siege  of  Calais,  the  French  king  had  sent 
certain  offers  to  the  men  of  Flanders,  that  if  they  would  relinquish 
the  king  of  England,  and  adhere  to  him  : 

Offer*         I.  He  would  remit  all  their  former  transgressions, 
thcnien  He  would  unburden  them  of  their  interdict. 

of  Fi*n-  HI.  He  would  send  unto  them  such  plenty  of  corn,  that  what  was  sold  for 
den  to  twelve  shillings  with  them,  should  be  sold  for  four  shillings,  and  that  for  six 
Stt  years. 

w»rd.  IV,  He  would  store  them  with  plenty  of  French  wool  to  make  cloth  for  a 
small  price ;  and  that  they  might  sell  the  said  cloths,  both  in  Flanders  and  in 
France,  and  that  the  Frenchmen  should  use  the  same  cloth,  forasmuch  as  all 
other  manner  of  cloth  should  be  forbidden  in  France,  so  long  as  any  of  that 
(made  of  French  wool)  might  be  found. 

V.  He  would  restore  to  them  these  three  cities,  Insulam,  Rowocum,  and 
Be  tony. 

VI.  He  would  defend  them  from  a  .  their  adversaries ;  and  in  pledge  of  the 
same  would  send  them  money  beforehand. 

VII.  Such  as  were  able  and  forward  men  among  them,  he  would  retain  and 
promote  them,  See. 

But  these  offers,  seeming  to  proceed  more  of  fair  words  to  serve 
the  present  turn,  than  of  any  hearty  truth,  were  not  received.  Then 
the  lord  John,  prince  and  heir  to  the  French  king,  during  the  afore- 
said siege  of  Calais  above  mentioned,  coming  with  a  mighty  army  of 
Frenchmen,  set  upon  the  men  of  Flanders  and  Englishmen  in  the 
town  of  Cassel ;  in  which  conflict,  enduring  from  morning  to  noon,  the 
Frenchmen  were  vanquished,  and  the  young  dauphin  driven  back 
duLomnt  ^rom  w^cnce  ne  c*"116'  Of  their  number  divers  were  slain  and  taksn 
ed  at  cm-  prisi mkts  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  side,  through  the  Lord's  defence, 

not  one  is  reported  to  have  been  grievously  wounded. 
A.D.1M7.  As  this  passed  on,  not  long  after,  about  the  seventh  day  of  June, 
a.d.  1347,  king  Edward  still  continuing  his  siege  against  Calais, 
Philip  the  French  king  came  down  with  a  mighty  army,  purposing  to 
raise  the  siege ;  where,  not  far  off  from  the  English  host,  he  en- 
camped liimself.  This  done,  two  cardinals,  Ambald  and  Stephan,  pro- 
cured for  the  very  purpose,  going  between  the  two  kings,  gave  to  the 
king  of  England  thus  to  understand  :  that  if  he  would  condescend  to 
any  reasonable  way  of  peace,  the  French  king  was  ready  to  offer  such 
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honest  proffers  unto  him,  as  to  reason  and  to  his  contcntation  should 
seem  agreeable :  but,  in  conclusion,  when  it  came  to  talk,  the  nobles 
could  not  agree  upon  the  conditions ;  wherefore  the  French  king,  A.  I), 
seeing  no  other  remedy,  caused  it  to  be  signified  to  king  Edward,  1347. 
that  between  that  present  Tuesday  and  the  next  Friday,  if  he  would 
come  forth  into  the  field,  he  should  have  battle  given  him.  Thus  the 
place  being  viewed  by  four  captains  of  cither  host  for  the  battle  to  be 
fought ;  it  so  fell  out,  that  the  French  king,  on  Wednesday  at  night,  The 
before  the  battle  should  join,  secretly  by  night  setting  his  pavilions  £££^1, 
on  fire,  returned  back  with  his  army  out  of  the  sight  of  the  English- 
men. 

Upon  the  Friday  following,  those  who  were  besieged  in  the  town  The 
of  Calais,  seeing  the  king  to  be  retired,  upon  whose  help  they  trusted 
(being  also  in  great  penury  and  famine  for  lack  of  victuals,  and  other-  won- 
wise,  in  much  misery,  vehemently  distressed),  surrendered  the  town 
to  the  king's  hands ;  who,  like  a  merciful  prince,  only  detaining 
certain  of  the  chief,  the  rest  with  the  whole  commons  he  let  go 
with  bag  and  baggage,  diminishing  no  part  of  their  goods,  showing 
therein  more  princely  favour  to  them,  than  they  did  of  late  in  queen 
Mary's  days  unto  our  men,  in  recovering  the  said  town  of  Calais 
again. 

After  the  winning  thus  of  Calais,  as  hath  been  premised,  king 
Edward,  remaining  in  the  said  town  a  certain  space,  was  in  consulta- 
tion concerning  his  voyage  and  proceeding  further  into  France.  But 
by  means  of  the  aforesaid  cardinals,  truce  for  a  certain  time  was  taken,  Truce 
and  instruments  made  (so  provided)  that  certain  noblemen  as  well  En^d 
for  the  French  king,  as  for  the  king  of  England,  should  come  to  the  Jg*^ 
pope,  there  to  debate  upon  the  articles ;  unto  which  king  Edward,  for 
peace"'  sake,  was  not  greatly  disagreeing :  which  was  a.d.  1347.1 

The  year  following,  which  was  a.d.  1348,  fell  a  sore  plague,  which  a.d.ims. 
they  call  the  first  general  pestilence  in  the  realm  of  England.    This  mem  pet- 
plague,  as  they  say,  first  springing  from  the  east,  and  so  spreading  ^g^J," 
westward,  did  so  mightily  prevail  here  in  this  land,  beginning  first  at 
Dorchester,  and  the  counties  thereabout,  that  lightly,  every  day  twenty, 
some  days  forty,  some  days  sixty  and  more,  dead  corpses  were  brought 
and  laid  together  in  one  pit.  This  beginning  the  first  day  of  August, 
by  the  first  of  November  it  came  to  London ;  where  the  vehement 
rage  thereof  was  so  hot,  and  did  increase  so  much,  that  from  the  first 
day  of  February,  till  about  the  beginning  of  May,  in  a  churchyard  Jj** 
then  newly  made  by  Smithficld,  about  two  hundred  dead  corpses  now  c*n- 
evcry  day  were  buried,  besides  those  which  in  other  churchyards  of  ct 
the  city  were  laid  also.    At  length,  by  the  grace  of  Christ,  ceasing  ] 
there,  it  proceeded  from  thence  to  the  north  parts ;  where  also  the  y««i* 
next  year  after  (a.d.  1349),  it  assuaged. 

After  this,  in  the  next  year  ensuing  (a.d.  1850),  the  town  of 
Calais  was,  by  treason  of  the  keeper  of  the  castle,  almost  betrayed,  mo.t  loit 
and  won  from  the  Englishmen.    Within  the  comDass  of  that  year 
died  Philip  the  French  king  ;  after  whom  king  John  nis  son  succeeded  tD£*thaf 
to  the  crown,  who,  the  next  year  after,  under  false  pretence  of  friend-  £™Jjch 
ship,  caused  the  constable  of  France,  the  carl  of  Ewe,  to  be  beheaded;  a.d.'iml 
who,  being  taken  prisoner  before  in  war  by  Englishmen,  and  long 
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Edward  detained  in  prison  in  England,  was  licensed  by  king  Edward  to  visit 

 —  his  country  of  France.    In  the  same  year  the  town  of  Guines  was 

A.  D.  taken  by  Englishmen,  while  the  keepers  of  the  hold  were  negligent 
135L  and  asleep. 

a  d  1331.  The  year  following,  the  marshal  of  France  with  a  great  army  was 
sirffirr Put  to  fliKut  bv  Sir  R°ger  Bentele,  knight,  and  captain  in  Brittany, 
bcnt-ie.  having  only  six  hundred  soldiers  with  him.  In  this  battle  were 
taken  nine  knights,  and  of  esquires  and  gentlemen,  one  hundred  and 
forty.  The  Frenchmen  and  men  of  Brittany  by  this  victory  were 
exceedingly  discouraged  and  their  pride  cut  down. 
Hm  f  In  the  year  after,  Henry  was  made  first  duke  of  Lancaster,  who  lieforc 
was  carl  of  Derby  and  Lancaster  ;  also  divers  good  ordinances  were 
appointed  in  the  parliament  at  Westminster,  which,  afterwards,  by 
avarice  and  partial  favour  of  the  head  men,  were  again  undone. 
AD.IM4.  Concord  and  agreement  about  a.d.  1354,  began  to  come  well  for- 
ward, and  instruments  were  drawn  upon  the  same  between  the  two 
kings ;  but  the  matter  being  brought  up  to  Dope  Innocent  VI., 
partly  by  the  quarrelling  of  the  Frenchmen,  partly  by  the  winking  of 
the  pope,  who  ever  held  with  the  French  side,  the  conditions  were 
repealed,  which  were  these :  That  to  the  king  of  England,  all  the 
dukedom  of  Aquitainc,  with  other  lands  there,  should  be  restored, 
without  homage  to  the  French  king ;  and  that  king  Edward  again 
should  surrender  to  him  all  his  right  and  title,  which  he  had  in 
France.  Upon  this  rose  the  occasion  of  the  great  war  and  tumult 
which  followed  after  between  the  two  realms. 

It  followed  after  this  (a.d.  1355),1  that  king  Edward  hearing  of 
the  death  of  Philip  the  French  king,  and  that  king  John  his  son  had 
granted  the  dukedom  of  Aquitainc  to  Cliarlcs  his  eldest  son  and 
dauphin  of  Vienna,  sent  over  prince  Edward  with  the  carls  of 
Warwick,  Salisbury,  and  Oxford,  and  with  them  a  sufficient  number 
of  able  soldiers  into  Aquitainc,  where  he,  being  willingly  received  of 
divers,  the  rest  partly  by  force  of  sword  he  subdued,  partly  received, 
submitting  themselves  to  his  protection. 
Third        Not  long  after  this,  in  the  same  year,  word  being  brought  to  king 
xtofvS  Eaward*  that  John  the  French  king  was  ready  to  meet  him  at  St. 
»»ni  into  Omer,  there  to  give  him  battle,  he  gathered  his  power,  and  set  over 
to  Calais  with  his  two  sons,  Lionel  earl  of  Wilton,  and  John  of 
Gaunt  carl  of  Richmond,  and  with  Henry  duke  of  Lancaster,  &c. 
The      who  being  come  to  St.  Omer,  the  French  king,  with  a  mighty  army 
{Jjj.  °f  hi*  Francklings,  hearing  of  his  coming,  the  nearer  he  approached 
fuMith  to  to  them,  the  furtner  they  retired  back ;  wasting  and  destroying  bc- 
baitie0    hind  them,  to  the  intent  that  the  English  army  in  pursuing  them, 
EdwwiT8  should  find  no  victuals.    By  reason  whereof,  King  Edward,  following 
him  by  the  space  of  nine  or  ten  days  unto  Hadcm,  when  neither  he 
could  find  his  enemy  to  fight,  nor  victuals  nor  forage  for  his  army,  re- 
turned to  Calais ;  where  war  again  being  offered  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  upon  unstable  conditions,  and  yet  the  same  not  performed,  king 
Edward  seeing  the  shrinking  of  his  enemy,  from  Calais  crossed  the 
seas  into  England,  where  he  recovered  again  the  town  of  Berwick, 
which  the  Scots  before,  by  subtle  train,  had  gotten.    At  that  time 
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was  granted  unto  the  king  in  parliament,  fifty  shillings  for  every  sack  savard 

or  pack  of  wool  that  should  be  carried  over,  for  the  space  of  six  years  L_ 

together ;  by  the  which  grant,  the  king  might  dispend  every  day  by  A.  D. 
estimation  above  one  hundred  marks  sterling.    And  forasmuch  as  Jj336- 
every  year  one  hundred  thousand  sacks  of  wool  were  thought  to  be 
exported  out  of  the  realm,  the  sum  thereof  for  six  years'  space  was  every  r 
estimated  to  amount  to  .£1,500,000  sterling.  ™uL- 
The  same  year,  when  king  Edward  had  recovered  Berwick  and  gj^"1 
subdued  Scotland,  prince  Edward  being  in  Gascony,  made  towards 
the  French  king ;  who,  notwithstanding  all  the  bridges  in  the  way 
were  cast  down,  and  great  resistance  made,  yet  the  victorious  prince 
making  way  with  his  sword,  after  much  slaughter  of  the  Frenchmen, 
and  many  prisoners  taken,  at  length  joining  with  the  French  king  at 
Poictiers,  with  scarcely  two  thousand,  gave  the  overthrow  to  the 
French  king  with  seven  thousand  men  at  arms  and  more.    In  that  The 

•  •        t_  •        i  •  French 

conflict,  the  French  king  himself,  and  Philip  his  son,  with  Lord  kin* 
James  of  Bourbon,  the  archbishop  of  Sens,  eleven  earls,  and  twenty-  JJJ 
two  lords  were  taken ;  of  other  warriors  and  men  at  arms  two  thou-  gn^ 
sand.  Some  affirm  that  in  this  conflict  were  slain  two  dukes ;  of 
lords  and  noblemen  twenty-four ;  of  men  at  arms  two  thousand  and 
two ;  of  other  soldiers  about  eight  thousand.  The  common  report 
is,  that  more  Frenchmen  were  there  taken  prisoners,  than  was  the 
number  of  those  who  took  them.  This  noble  victory,  gotten  by  the 
grace  of  God,  brought  no  little  admiration  to  all  men. 

It  were  too  long,  and  little  pertaining  to  the  purpose  of  this  his- 
tory, to  comprehend  in  order  all  the  doings  of  this  king,  with  the 
circumstances  of  his  victories,  of  the  bringing  in  of  the  French  king 
into  England,  of  his  abode  there,  of  the  ransom  levied  on  him,  and 
on  David  the  Scottish  king;  of  whom,  the  one  was  rated  at  three  mil- 
lions of  scutes,  the  other  at  a  hundred  thousand  marks,  to  be  paid  Every 
in  ten  vears :  how  the  staple  was  after  translated  to  Calais,  with  such  j^SS  i£ 
like.    I  refer  them  that  would  see  more,  to  the  chronicles  of  Thomas  J^"""^ 
Walsingham  of  St.  Alban's,  of  John  Froysard,  and  of  Adam  Men-  m». 
mouth,  who  discourse  all  this  at  large. 

Thus  having  discoursed  at  large  all  such  martial  affairs  and  war-  Eccicai- 
like  exploits,  incident  in  the  reign  of  this  king  betwixt  him  and  the 
realms  of  France  and  Scotland  ;  now,  to  return  again  to  our  matters  a.D. 
ecclesiastical,  it  followeth,  in  order,  to  recapitulate  and  notify  the  1331 
troubles  and  contentions  growing  between  the  same  king  and  the  to 
pope,  and  other  ecclesiastical  persons,  in  matters  touching  the  church,  136°- 
taken  out  of  the  records  remaining  in  the  Tower,  in  order  of  years,  as 
followeth.    As  where  first,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  the  king 
wrote  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  this  effect :  that  whereas 
king  Edward  I.  his  grandfather,  did  give  to  a  clerk  of  his  own,  being 
his  chaplain,  the  dignity  of  treasurer  of  York,  the  archbishopric  of 
York  being  then  vacant  and  in  the  king's  hands,  in  the  ouiet  posses- 
sion whereof  the  said  clerk  continued,  until  the  pope,  displeased  there- 
with, would  have  displaced  him,  and  promoted  to  the  same  dignity 
a  cardinal  of  Rome,  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  crown  of 
England ;  the  king  therefore  straitly  chargeth  the  archbishop  of  York 
not  to  suffer  any  matter  to  pass, "that  may  be  prejudicial  to  the 
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Edward  donation  of  bis  grandfather,  but  that  his  own  clerk  should  enjoy  the 


said  dignity  accordingly,  upon  pain  of  his  highness'  displeasure. 


A.  U.      The  like  precepts  were  also  directed  to  these  bishops  following, 
namely,  to  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  the  bishop  of  Worcester,  the  bishop 
13G0   °^  ^arumi  Monsieur  Marmion,  the  archdeacon  of  Richmond,  the  arcli- 

 deacon  of  Lincoln,  the  prior  of  Lewen,  the  prior  of  Lenton,  to  Master 

Rich  of  lientworth,  to  Master  Ihcrico  de  Concoreto,  to  the  pope's 


The  nuncio,  to  Master  Guido  of  Calma.  And  withal,  he  wrote  his  letters 
u^urpk  un*°  tnc  P°Pe»  88  touching  the  same  matter,  consisting  in  three  parts  : 
thc  first,  in  the  declaration  and  defence  of  his  right  and  title  to  the  duna- 


»ubject  of  tion  and  gift  of  all  manner  of  temporaltics,  of  offices,  prebends,  bene- 
fices  and  dignities  ecclesiastical,  holden  of  him  '  in  eapitc,'  as  in  the 

■trance.  T]^\lt  Qf  njs  croWn  q|  England :  secondly,  in  expostulating  with  the 
pope  for  intruding  himself  into  the  ancient  right  of  the  crown  of 
England,  intermeddling  with  such  collations,  contrary  to  right  and 
reason,  and  thc  example  of  all  his  predecessors  who  were  popes  before: 
thirdly,  entreating  him  that  he  would  henceforth  abstain  and  desist 
from  molesting  the  realm  with  such  novelties  and  strange  usurpations ; 
and  so  much  the  more,  for  that,  in  thc  public  parliament  lately  holden 
at  W estminster,  it  was  generally  agreed  upon,  by  the  universal  assent 
of  all  the  estates  of  the  realm,  that  the  king  shoidd  stand  to  the 
defence  of  all  such  rights  and  jurisdictions  as  to  his  regal  dignity  and 
crown  any  way  appertained. 

A.D.IMC.  After  this,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  this  king,  pope  Bene- 
dict XII.  sendeth  down  letters  touching  his  new  creation,  with  cer- 
tain other  matters  and  requests  to  the  king ;  whereunto  the  king 
answering  again,  declareth  how  glad  he  is  of  that  his  preferment , 
adding,  moreover,  that  his  purpose  was  to  have  sent  unto  4iim  certain 
ambassadors  for  congratulation  of  the  same ;  but  that,  being  other- 
wise occupied  by  reason  of  wars,  he  could  not  attend  his  holiness* 
requests :  notwithstanding,  he  minded  to  call  a  parliament  about  the 
feast  of  Ascension  next,  where,  upon  the  assembly  of  his  clergy  and 
other  estates,  he  would  take  order  for  the  same,  and  so  direct  his 
ambassadors  to  his  holiness  accordingly. 

A.D.IJ37.  The  next  year  after,  which  was  thc  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  the  king 
writeth  another  letter  to  the  pope :  that  forasmuch  as  his  clergy  had 
granted  him  one  year's  tenth  for  the  supportation  of  his  ware,  and  for 
that  the  pope  also  had  the  same  time  to  take  up  the  payment  of  six 
years'  tenths  granted  him  by  the  clergy  a  little  before,  therefore  the 
poj)c  would  vouchsafe,  at  his  request,  to  forbear  thc  exaction  of  that 
money  for  one  year,  till  his  tenth  for  the  necessities  of  his  wars  were 
despatched. 

The  same  year  he  wrote  also  to  the  pope  to  this  effect :  that 
whereas  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Norwich  did  nominate  a  clerk  to  be 
bishop  of  Norwich,  and  sent  him  to  Rome  for  his  investiture,  without 
the  king's  knowledge ;  therefore  thc  pope  would  withdraw  his  consent, 
and  not  intermeddle  in  the  matter  appertaining  to  thc  king's  peculiar 
The  pope  jurisdiction  and  prerogative. 

5"  After  this,  in  thc  sixteenth  year  of  this  king,  it  happened  that  the 
deter-  pope  sent  over  certain  legates  to  hear  and  determine  matters  appcr- 
pttiwup  taining  to  the  right  of  patronages  of  benefices ;  which  the  king  per- 
noeT"  cciving  to  tend  to  the  no  small  derogation  of  his  right  and  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE   POPE  COMPLAINETH   OF  CERTAIN  STATUTES.  700 

liberties  of  his  subjects,  writcth  unto  the  said  legates,  admonishing  Edward 

and  requiring  them  not  to  proceed  therein,  nor  attempt  any  thing   _ 

unadvisedly,  otherwise  than  might  stand  with  the  lawful  ordinances  A.D. 

and  customs  of  the  laws  of  his  realm,  and  the  freedom  and  liberties  of 

his  subjects.  ,«rn 

xt  t.        •     i.    m.  11  ■    •  1300. 

Moreover  he  wntetn  the  same  year  to  other  legates  on  their  being  

sent  over  by  the  pope  to  treat  of  peace  between  the  king  and  the 
French  king,  with  request  that  they  would  first  make  their  repair  to 
the  French  king,  who  had  so  often  broken  with  him,  and  prove  what 
conformity  the  French  king  would  offer,  which,  if  he  found  reason- 
able, they  should  soon  accord  with  him ;  otherwise  he  exhorted  them 
not  to  enter  into  the  land,  nor  to  proceed  any  further  in  that  behalf. 

The  year  following,  which  was  the  seventeenth  of  his  reign,  en-  ad.is«. 
sueth  another  letter  to  the  pope,  against  his  provisions  and  reserva- 
tions of  benefices,  worthy  here  to  be  placed  and  specified,  but  that 
the  sum  thereof  is  before  set  down,  to  be  found  in  page  697. 

The  year  following,  another  letter  likewise  was  sent  by  the  king  to 
the  pope,  upon  occasion  taken  of  the  church  of  Norwich,  requiring 
him  to  surcease  his  reservations  and  provisions  of  the  bishoprics 
within  the  realm,  and  to  leave  the  elections  thereof  free  to  the  chap- 
ters of  such  cathedral  churches,  according  to  the  ancient  grants  and 
ordinances  of  his  noble  progenitors. 

Proceeding  now  to  the  nineteenth  year  of  this  king's  reign,  there  He  cwm- 
came  to  the  presence  of  the  king  certain  legates  from  Rome,  com-  LnMn 
plaining  of  certain  statutes  passed  in  his  parliament,  tending  to  the  pre-  SJJJJ" 
judice  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  the  pope's  primacy:  viz.  That  if 
abbots,  priors,  or  any  other  ecclesiastical  patrons  of  benefices,  should  *  gn' 
not  present  to  the  said  benefices  within  a  certain  time,  the  lapse  of 
the  same  should  come  to  the  ordinary  or  chapter  thereof;  or  if  they 
did  not  present,  then  to  the  archbishop;  if  the  archbishop  likewise 
did  fail  to  present,  then  the  gift  to  pertain  not  unto  the  lord  pope, 
but  unto  the  king  and  his  heirs.    Another  complaint  also  was  this  • 
That  if  archbishops  should  be  slack  in  giving  such  benefices  as  pro* 
perly  pertained  to  their  own  patronage  in  due  time,  then  the  collation 
thereof  likewise  should  appertain  to  the  aforesaid  king  and  his  heirs. 
Another  complaint  was :  That  if  the  pope  should  make  void  any  elec- 
tions in  the  church  of  England,  for  any  defect  found  therein,  and  so 
had  placed  some  honest  and  discreet  persons  in  the  same,  that  then 
the  king  and  his  heirs  were  not  bound  to  render  the  temporalties 
unto  the  parties  placed  by  the  pope's  provision.    Whereupon  the 
pope  being  not  a  little  aggrieved,  the  king  writeth  unto  him,  certi- 
fying that  he  was  misinformed,  denying  that  there  was  any  such 
statute  made  in  that  parliament.    And  further,  as  touching  all  other 
things,  he  would  confer  with  his  prelates  and  nobles,  and  thereof 
would  return  answer  by  his  legates. 

In  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  another  letter  was  written  to  a.d.iwz 
the  pope  by  the  king,  the  effect  whereof,  in  few  words  to  express  it, 
was  this :  to  certify  him  that,  in  respect  of  his  great  charges  sustained 
in  his  wars,  he  hath  by  the  counsel  of  his  nobles,  taken  into  his  own 
hands  the  fruits  and  profits  of  all  his  benefices  here  in  England. 

To  proceed  in  the  order  of  years :  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  this  ad.issi. 
king,  one  Nicholas  Heath,  clerk,  a  busy-hcaded  body,  and  a  troublcr 
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Kdieard  of  the  realm,  had  procured  divers  bishops,  and  others  of  the  king's 
council,  to  be  cited  up  to  the  court  of  Rome,  there  to  answer  such 


men  to 


A.  D.  complaints  as  he  had  made  against  them.    Whereupon  command- 
mcnt  was  given  by  the  king  to  all  the  ports  of  the  realm,  for  the 
1360   restraint  °f  a^  passengers  out,  and  for  searching  and  arresting  all 

 persons  bringing  in  any  bulls  or  other  process  from  Rome,  tending  to 

SSih!"  tnc  derogation  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  or  molestation  of  the 
of°"heer  sutyccta »  concerning  which  Nicholas  Heath,  the  king  also  writeth  to 
realm,    the  pope  his  letters,  complaining  of  the  said  Heath,  and  desiring  him 
to  give  no  ear  to  his  lewd  complaints. 

The  same  year  the  king  writeth  also  to  the  pope's  legate  resident 
in  England,  requiring  him  to  surcease  from  exacting  divers  sums  of 
money  of  the  clergy,  under  the  name  of  first  fruits  of  benefices. 
a. d  1338.     I     thirty-first  year  of  this  king's  reign,  the  king,  by  his  letters, 
Nicholas  complaineth  to  the  pope  of  a  troublesome  fellow  named  Nicholas 
Stan*  Stanway,  remaining  in  Rome,  who,  by  his  slanderous  complaints, 
ny  honest  procured  divers  citations  to  be  sent  into  the  realm,  to  the  great  dis- 
turbance of  many  and  sundry  honest  men  ;  whereupon  he  prayeth 
and  adviscth  the  pope  to  stay  himself,  and  not  to  send  over  such 
hasty  citations  upon  every  light  occasion. 

To  pass  further,  to  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  the  same  king,  thus 
we  find  in  the  rolls :  that  the  king  the  same  year  took  order  by  two 
of  his  clergy,  to  wit,  John  a  Stock,  and  John  of  Norton,  to  take  into 
their  hands  all  the  temporalities  of  all  deaneries,  prebends,  dignities, 
and  benefices,  being  then  vacant  in  England,  and  to  answer  the  profits 
of  the  same  to  the  king's  use. 

The  same  year  an  ordinance  was  made  by  the  king  and  his  council, 
and  the  same  was  proclaimed  in  all  port-towns  within  the  realm,  as 
follows : — 

That  good  and  diligent  search  should  be  made,  that  no  person  whatsoever, 
coming  from  the  court  of  Rome,  &c,  do  bring  into  the  realm  with  him  any 
bull,  instrument,  letters-patent,  or  other  process,  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  the 
king,  or  any  of  his  subjects ;  nor  that  any  person,  passing  out  of  this  realm 
towards  the  court  of  Rome,  do  carry  with  him  any  instrument  or  process  thut 
may  redound  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king  or  his  subjects ;  and  that  all  persons 
passing  to  the  said  court  of  Rome,  See,  with  the  king's  special  license,  do  not- 
withstanding promise  and  find  surety  to  the  lord  chancellor,  that  they  shall  not 
in  any  wise  attempt  or  pursue  any  matter  to  the  prejudice  of  the  king  or  his 
subjects,  under  nam  to  be  put  out  of  the  king's  protection,  and  to  forfeit  his 
body,  goods,  and  chattels,  according  to  the  statute  thereof  made,  in  the  twent)  - 
seventh  year,  &c. 

And  thus  much  concerning  the  letters  and  writings  of  the  king, 
with  such  other  domestic  matters,  perturbations,  and  troubles,  passing 
between  him  and  the  pope,  taken  out  of  the  public  records  of  the 
realm ;  whereby  I  thought  to  give  the  reader  to  understand  the  hor- 
rible abuses,  the  intolerable  pride,  and  the  insatiable  avarice  of  that 
The  pope  bishop,  more  like  a  proud  Lucifer  than  a  pastor  of  the  church  of 
Christ,  in  abusing  the  king,  and  oppressing  his  subjects  with  exactions 
unmcasurable  ;  and  not  only  exercising  bis  tyranny,  in  this  realm,  but 
raging  also  against  other  princes,  both  far  and  near,  amongst  whom 
neither  spared  he  the  emperor  himself.  In  the  story  and  acts  of  that 
emperor  Louis,  mentioned  a  little  before  (p.  663),  whom  the  pope 
did  most  arrogantly  excommunicate  upon  Maundy-Thursday,  and  Uie 
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self-same  clay  placed  another  emperor  in  his  room ;  relation  was  made  Edwnrd 
of  certain  learned  men  who  took  the  emperors  part  against  the  pope.  tlL 
In  the  number  of  them  was  Marsilius  of  Padua,  William  Ockam,  A.I). 
John  of  Ganduno,  Luitpoldus,  Andreas  Landensis,  Ulricus  Han- 
genor,  treasurer  of  the  emperor,  Dante,  Aligerius,  &c. ;  of  whom  13^0 

Marsilius  of  Padua  compiled  and  exhibited  unto  the  emperor  Louis  — 

a  worthy  work,  entitled  *  Defensor  pacis,1  writtert  in  the  emperor's 
behalf  against  the  pope.    In  that  book  (both  godly  and  learnedly  Article 
disputing  against  the  pope),  he  proveth  all  bishops  and  priests  to  be  °u*"" 
equal,  and  that  the  pope  hath  no  superiority  above  other  bishops,  **»in«t 
much  less  above  the  emperor ;  that  the  word  of  God  only  ought  to  be  °" pope 
the  chief  judge  in  deciding  and  determining  causes  ecclesiastical ; 
that  not  only  spiritual  persons,  but  laymen  also,  being  godly  and 
learned,  ought  to  be  admitted  into  general  councils ;  that  the  clergy 
and  the  pope  ought  to  be  subject  unto  magistrates ;  that  the  church 
is  the  university  of  the  faithful,  and  that  the  foundation  and  head  of 
the  church  is  Christ,  and  that  he  never  appointed  any  vicar  or  pope 
over  his  universal  church ;  that  bishops  ought  to  be  cfiosen  every  one 
bv  their  own  church  and  clergy  ;  that  the  marriage  of  priests  may  law- 
fully be  permitted  ;  that  St.  Peter  was  never  at  Home ;  that  the  clergy 
and  synagogue  of  the  pope  is  a  den  of  thieves ;  that  the  doctrine  of 
the  pope  is  not  to  be  followed,  because  it  leadeth  to  destruction ;  and 
that  the  corrupt  manners  of  the  Christians  do  spring  and  flow  out  of 
the  wickedness  of  the  spiritualty,  &c.    He  disputeth,  moreover,  in  m^hu, 
another  work,  of  free  justification  by  grace ;  and  extenuateth  merits,  JJi  of 
saying,  that  they  are  no  causes  efficient  of  our  salvation,  but  only  ^'"J,1""; 
a  4  sine  qua  non,'  that  is  to  say,  that  works  be  no  cause  of  ourjustifi-  •*in?qul 
cation,  but  yet  our  justification  goeth  not  without  them.    For  the  Marinim 
which  his  doctrine  most  sound  and  catholic,  he  was  condemned  jyjjgjj" 
(a.d.  1324),  by  the  pope's  decree  4  Extravagant     concerning  which 
man  and  his  doctrine,  I  thought  good  thus  much  to  commit  to  his- 
tory, to  the  intent  men  may  see  that  they  who  charge  this  doctrine 
now  taught  in  the  church  with  the  note  of  novelty  or  newness,  how 
ignorant  and  unskilful  they  be  in  the  histories  and  order  of  times 
forcpast. 

In  the  same  part  of  condemnation,  at  the  same  time,  was  also 
John  of  Ganduno,  a.d.  1880,  and  contained  also  in  the  afore- 
said 4  Extravagant 1  with  Marsilius  of  Padua.  This  Johannes  wrote 
much  upon  Aristotle  and  Averrois,  and  his  books  are  yet  remaining; 
and  no  doubt  but  he  wrote  also  of  divinity,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
these  works  have  been  abolished. 

In  the  same  number  and  catalogue  cometh  also  William  Ockam, 
who  flourished  a.d.  1326,  as  is  before  mentioned,  and  who  wrote, 
likewise,  in  defence  of  Louis  the  emperor  against  the  pope ;  and 
also  in  defence  of  Michael,  general  of  the  Grey-friars,  whom  the  Mich*., 
pope  had  excommunicated,  and  cursed  for  a  heretic.  Divers  treatises  JJqjif 
were  by  the  said  Ockam  set  forth,  whereof  some  are  extant  and  in  JJJJJ^J* 
print,  as  his  Questions  and  Distinctions ;  some  are  extinct  and  sup- 
pressed, as  Ascentius  reporteth,2  "quod  esscnt  aliquando  asperiora.'" 
Some  again  be  published  under  no  name  of  the  author,  being  of  his 

(1)  Cap.  licet  Intra  rtoctrimm. 
IS)  Awentiui  in  pne  ration*  ejus  autori*. 

VOL.  II  2  2 
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Edward  doing ;  as  the  dialogue  between  the  soldier  and  the  clerk ;  wherein 

 !_  it  is  to  be  conjectured,  what  books  and  works  this  Ockam  had  col- 

A.  IX  lectcd  against  the  pope.  Of  this  Ockam,  John  Slcidan  in  his 
1331  hjgtory  infcrreth  mention,  to  Jiis  great  commendation,  whose  words 
1360.  ^  tnese:  "William  Ockam,  in  the  time  of  Louis  IV.,  the  empe- 
ror, did  flourish  about  a.d.  1326,  who,  among  other  things,  wrote  of 


tetw"^*  the  authority  of  the  bishop  of  Home ;  in  which  book  he  handleth 
d£r*«m<i  these  eight  questions  very  copiously :  First ;  whether  both  the  admi- 


of  ockTk'  ^trations  of  the  bishop's  office,  and  of  the  emperors,  may  be  in  one 
mb*  man  ?  Secondly ;  whether  the  emperor  takcth  his  power  and  autho- 
Etettt*  rity  only  from  6od,  or  else  of  the  pope  ?  Thirdly;  whether  the  pope 
duputed'  am*  church  of  Rome  have  power  by  Christ  to  set  up  and  place  kings 
and  emperors,  and  to  commit  to  them  their  jurisdiction  to  be  exer- 
cised ?  Fourthly ;  whether  the  emperor,  being  elected,  hath  full 
authority,  upon  the  said  his  election,  to  administer  his  empire? 
Fifthly ;  whether  other  kings  besides  the  emperor  and  king  of 
Romans,  in  that  they  are  consecrated  of  priests,  receive  of  them  any 
part  of  their  power  ?  Sixthly ;  whether  the  said  kings  in  any  case 
be  subject  to  their  consecrators  ?  Seventhly ;  whether  if  the  said 
kings  should  admit  any  new  sacrifice,  or  should  take  to  themselves 
the  diadem  without  any  further  consecration,  they  should  thereby 
lose  their  kingly  right  and  title  ?  Eighthly ;  whether  the  seven 
princes  electors  give  as  much  to  the  election  of  the  emperor,  as 
succession  rightfully  giveth  to  other  kings  ? — Upon  these  questions 
he  disputeth  and  argucth  with  sundry  arguments  and  reasons  on  both 
sides;  at  length  he  decideth  the  matter  on  the  part  of  the  civil 
magistrate,  and  by  occasion  thereof  entereth  into  the  mention  of  the 
pope's  1  Decrees  Extravagant ;  declaring  how  little  force  or  regard  is 
to  be  given  thereunto.''1 
GreRoriu,  Tritl  icmius  makcth  mention  of  one  Gregorius  Arimincnsis,  a 
jj2*3£  learned  and  a  famous  and  right  godly  man  ;  who  not  much  differing 
from  the  age  of  this  Ockam,  about  a.d.  1350,  disputed  on  the 
same  doctrine  of  grace  and  free-will  as  we  do  now,  and  dissented 
therein  from  the  papists  and  sophisters,  counting  them  worse  than 
Pelagians. 

Andrea*  Of  the  like  judgment,  and  in  the  same  time,  was  also  Andreas  de 
•n/Su™  Castro,1  and  Burdianus  upon  the  ethics  of  Aristotle ;  who  both 
duuu*.   maintained  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  as  it  is  now  in  the  church 

received,  above  two  hundred  years  since. 
Eudo,        And  what  should  I  speak  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  named  Eudo, 
SSii  wno»  at  tne  851,116  t'me  (AD-  1^50),  persuaded  the  French  king  not 
dy-       to  receive  in  his  land  the  new  founa  constitutions,  '  Decretal1  and 
4  Extravagant,1  nor  to  suffer  them  within  his  realm ;  whose  sage  counsel 
then  given,  yet  remaincth  among  the  French  king^  records,  as  wit- 
nesseth  Carolus  Molineus. 
Dantcan     Dante,  an  Italian  writer,  a  Florentine,  lived  in  the  time  of  Louis, 
Ian    the  emperor,  about  a.d.  1300,  and  took  part  with  Marsilius  of 
Padua  against  three  sorts  of  men,  who,  he  said,  were  enemies  to  the 
truth  ;  that  is,  first,  the  pope  :  secondly,  the  order  of  religious  men, 
who  count  themselves  the  children  of  the  church,  when  they  arc  the 
children  of  the  devil  their  father  :  thirdly,  the  doctors  of  decrees  and 

(1)  Super  lit.  i.  Sent  dUt.  45. 
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decretals. — Certain  of  his  writings  be  extant  abroad,  wherein  he  £  w<* 
proveth  the  pope  not  to  be  above  the  emperor,  nor  to  have  any  ///- 
right  or  jurisdiction  in  the  empire.    He  confuteth  the  donation  of  A.  D. 
Constantine  to  be  a  forged  and  a  feigned  thing,  as  what  neither  did 
stand  with  any  law  nor  right;  for  which  he  was  taken  by  many  for 

a  heretic.     He  complaineth,  moreover,  very  much  of  the  preaching  — 

of  God's  word  being  omitted ;  and  that  instead  thereof,  the  vain  or  (•.m-0" 
fables  of  monks  and  friars  are  preached  and  believed  by  the  people,  ^thl^' 
and  that  so  the  flock  of  Christ  is  not  fed  with  the  food  of  the  gospel,  f0,«cj- 
but  with  wind.    "  The  pope,"  saith  he,  "  of  a  pastor  is  made  a  wolf, 
to  waste  the  church  of  Christ,  and  to  procure,  with  his  clergy,  not  the 
word  of  God  to  be  preached,  but  his  own  decrees."     In  his  canticle  The  pope 
of  purgatory,  he  declareth  the  pope  to  be  the  whore  of  Babylon  ;  ^ore  of 
and  as  to  her  ministers,  to  some  he  applieth  two  horns,  and  to  some  Baby'on- 
four,  as  to  the  patriarchs,  whom  he  noteth  to  be  the  tower  of  the 
said  whore  Babylonical.1 

Hereunto  may  be  added  the  saying  out  of  the  book  of  Jornandus, 
imprinted  with  the  aforesaid  Dante ;  that  forasmuch  as  Antichrist 
cometh  not  before  the  destruction  of  the  empire,  therefore  such  as  go 
about  to  have  the  empire  extinct,  are  in  so  doing  forerunners  and 
messengers  of  Antichrist.    "Therefore  let  the  Romans,""  saith  he,  An«dmo- 
"and  their  bishops  beware,  lest  their  sins  and  wickedness  so  deserv-  SJij^" 
ing,  by  the  just  judgment  of  God,  the  priesthood  be  taken  from  m*"»- 
them.    Furthermore,  let  all  the  prelates  and  princes  of  Germany 
take  heed,"  &c. 

And  because  our  adversaries,  who  object  unto  us  the  newness  of 
our  doctrine,  shall  see  the  course  and  form  of  this  religion  now 
received,  not  to  have  been  either  such  a  new  thing  now,  or  a  tiling 
so  strange  in  times  past,  1  will  add  to  these  above  recited,  Master 
Taulerus,  a  preacher  of  Argentine,  in  Germany,  a.d.  1350;  who,  T»uieru» 
contrary  to  the  pope's  proceedings,  taught  openly  against  all  men's  JJ^jJF" 
merits,  and  against  invocations  of  saints,  ana  preached  sincerely  of 
our  free  justification  by  grace ;  referring  all  man's  trust  only  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  and  was  an  enemy  to  all  superstition. 

With  whom  also  may  be  joined  Franciscus  Pctrarcha,'  a  writer  of  Fwncu- 
the  same  age,  who,  in  his  works  and  his  Italian  metre,  speaking  of  trarch*. 
Rome,  calleth  it  the  whore  of  Babylon,  the  school  and  mother  of  Rome  the 
error,  the  temple  of  heresy,  the  nest  of  treachery,  growing  and  ™^tl,rt 
increasing  by  tne  oppressing  of  others ;  and  saith  rurther,  that  she 
(meaning  the  pope  s  court)  extolleth  herself  against  her  founders, 
that  is,  the  emperors  who  first  set  her  up,  and  did  so  enrich  her  ;  and 
secmcth  plainly  to  affirm,  that  the  pope  was  Antichrist,  declaring 
that  no  greater  evil  could  happen  to  any  man,  than  to  be  made  pope. 
This  Petrarch  was  about  a.d.  13.50. 

And  if  time  would  serve  us  to  seek  out  old  histories,  we  should 
find  plenty  of  faithful  witnesses,  of  old  and  ancient  time,  to  give 
witness  with  us  against  the  pope,  besides  the  others  above  rehearsed  : 
as  Johannes  de  Rupe  Scissa,  a.d.  1340  ;  who,  for  rebuking  the  spiri- 
tualty for  their  great  enormities,  and  for  neglecting  their  office  and  £ulHpe 
duty,  was  cast  into  prison.  prtion'1" 

lllyricus,  a  writer  in  our  days,  tcstifieth  that  he  found  and  read  in 

(1)  Ex  libris  Dautii  Italic*.  (2)  Vide  cpUtolaro  viginti  Francitci  Petrarcha*. 
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E4*ar4  an  old  pamphlet,  that  the  s;iii I  Johannes  should  call  the  church  of 
Rome  the  whore  of  Babylon,  and  the  pope  to  be  the  minister  of 


to 

1360. 
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A.D.  Antichrist,  and  the  cardinals  to  be  the  false  prophets.  Being  in 
prison,  he  wrote  a  book  of  prophecies,  bearing  the  title, 4  Vade  mecum 
in  tribulationem  in  which  book  (which  also  I  have  seen)  he  prophe- 
sied and  admonished  affliction  and  tribulation  to  hang  over  the 
of  spiritualty.  And  he  pronounceth  plainly,  that  God  will  purge  his 
l0hfe  clergy,  and  will  have  priests  that  shall  be  poor  and  godly,  and  that 
shall  faithfully  feed  the  Lord's  flock ;  moreover,  that  the  goods  of 
the  church  shall  return  again  to  the  laymen.  He  prophesied  also  at 
the  same  time  that  the  French  king  and  his  army  should  have  an 
overthrow ;  which  likewise  came  to  pass  during  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment.  Of  this  Johannes  de  Rupe,  writeth  Froisart  in  his 
time,  and  also  WicklifT;  of  whose  prophecies  much  more  may  be 
said  at  more  leisure,  Christ  willing,  hereafter. 

About  the  same  year  (a.d.  1840)  in  the  city  of  Herbipoli,  *as 
one  named  Master  Conrad  Hager ;  who,  as  appeareth  by  the  old 
bulls  and  registers  of  Otho,  bishop  of  the  said  city,  is  there  recorded 
to  have  maintained  and  taught,  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  years 
n»c  ma**  together,  the  mass  to  be  no  manner  of  sacrifice,  neither  that  it  pro- 
fiteth  any  man  either  quick  or  dead ;  and  that  the  money  given  by 
the  dead  for  masses,  be  very  robberies  and  sacrileges  of  priests, 
which  they  wickedly  do  intercept  and  take  away  from  the  poor ;  and 
he  said,  moreover,  that  if  he  had  a  stove  full  of  gold  and  silver,  he 
would  not  give  one  farthing  for  any  mass.  For  the  same  his  doctrine 
this  good  preacher  was  condemned  and  enclosed  in  prison ;  what 
m.    afterwards  became  of  him  we  do  not  find.1 

There  is  among  other  old  and  ancient  records  of  antiquity  belong- 
ing to  this  present  time,  a  certain  monument  in  verses  poetically 
compiled,  but  not  without  a  certain  moral,  entitled,  *  Pcenitentiarius 
Asini,'  4  The  Ass's  Confessor,'  bearing  the  date  and  year  of  our  Lord 
in  this  number, '  Completes,  a.d.  1343.'  In  this  treatise  arc  brought 
forth  the  wolf,  the  fox,  and  the  ass,  coming  to  shrift  and  doing 
penance.    First,  the  wolf  confesseth  him  to  the  fox,  who  easily  doth 
absolve  him  from  all  his  faults,  and  also  excuseth  him  in  the  same. 
In  like  manner  the  wolf,  hearing  the  fox's  shrift,  showcth  to  him  the 
like  favour  in  return.    After  this  cometh  the  ass  to  confession,  whose 
fault  was  this ;  that  he,  being  hungry,  took  a  straw  out  from  the 
Th«  pope  sheaf  of  one  that  went  in  peregrination  unto  Rome.  The  ass,  although 
•pintail-  repenting  of  this  fact,  yet,  because  he  thought  it  not  so  heinous  as 
&Auefc  ^e  ^au^  °^  *ne  °ther,  he  hoped  the  more  for  his  absolution.  But 
a*.iin«t    what  followed  ?  After  the  silly  ass  had  uttered  his  crime  in  auricular 
Uitr'  confession,  immediately  the  discipline  of  the  law  was  executed  upon 
him  with  severity  ;  neither  was  he  judged  worthy  of  any  absolution, 
but  was  apprehended  upon  the  same,  slain,  and  devoured.  Whoso- 
ever was  the  author  of  this  fabulous  tale,  he  had  a  mystical  under- 
standing of  the  same,  for  by  the  wolf  no  doubt  was  meant  the  pope ; 
Tli*  pop*  but  the  fox  was  resembled  to  the  prelates,  courtesans,  priest*,  and 
ttew- tlie  rc8t  of  ^  8Piritualty-    Of  the  spiritualty  the  lord  Dope  is  soon 
ror  ami    absolved ;  as,  contrary,  the  pope  doth  soon  absolve  tnem  in  like 
By  the  ass  is  meant  the  poor  laity,  upon  whose  back  the 

(I)  Ex  buDii  qulfcuadam  Othonia  Epia.  Herbipoli. 
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strait  censure  of  tlie  law  is  sharply  executed ;  especially  when  the 
German  emperors  come  under  the  pope's  inquisition,  to  be  examined 
by  his  discipline,  there  is  no  absolution  nor  pardon  to  be  found,  but  A.  1). 
in  all  haste  he  must  be  deposed,  as  in  these  stories  may  partly  appear  liJjjl 
before.    And  though  the  matter  be  not  the  weight  of  a  straw,  yet  13J!0 

what  saith  the  holy  father,  the  wolf,  if  it  please  him  to  make  any  

matter  of  it. 

"  Immensum  acelus  eat,  injuria  quam  peregrino 

Feciati,  stramen  subripiendo  sibi. 
Non  advertiati  quod  plura  pericula  passu«, 

Plurima  paasurus,  quod  peregrinua  erat. 
Non  advertiati,  quod  ci  per  maxima  terra? 

Et  pelagi  apacia,  ait  peragranda  via. 
Non  advertisu  sanctos,  nec  limina  sancta 

Sanctorum  sane  tarn  aed  nec  Hierusalem. 
Ille  retranaivit  eadem  loca,  tarn  violentum 

Ex  inopinato  aenait  adesae  malum. 
De  papa  taceo,  cujua  protectio  talem 

Conduxit,  cujua  tu  vilipendis  opem. 
Totiua  ecclcaicc  fucrit  quam  nuncius  iste, 

Pertulit  abatracto  gramine  damna  via?,"  &c. 

And  thus  they,  aggregating  and  exaggerating  the  fault  to  the  utter- 
most, fly  upon  the  poor  ass  and  devour  him.  By  this  apology,  the 
tyrannical  and  fraudulent  practices  of  these  spiritual  Romanists  are 
lively  described. 

Not  long  after  these  above  rehearsed  (about  a.d.  1850)  Gerhardus 
Ridder  wrote  also  against  the  monks  and  friars  a  book  entitled, 
*Lacryma  Ecclesiae:"'  wherein  he  disputeth  against  the  aforesaid 
religious  orders,  namely,  against  the  begging  friars ;  proving  that 
kind  of  life  to  be  far  from  christian  perfection,  for  that  it  is  against 
charity  to  live  upon  others,  when  a  man  may  live  by  his  own  labours; 
and  he  affirmeth  them  to  be  hypocrites,  filthy  livers,  and  such  as  for 
man's  favour,  and  for  lucre''  sake,  do  mix  with  true  divinity,  fables, 
apocrvphas,  and  dreams  of  vanity.  Also  that  they,  under  pretence 
of  long  prayer,  devour  widows1  nouses,  and  with  their  confessions, 
sermons,  and  burials,  do  trouble  the  church  of  Christ  manifold  ways. 
And  therefore  pereuadeth  he  the  prelates  to  bridle  and  keep  short  the 
inordinate  license  and  abuses  of  these  monastical  persons,  &c. 

I  have,  as  yet,  made  no  mention  of  Michael  Sesenas,  provincial  of  Michael 
the  Grey-friars,  or  of  Petrus  de  Corbaria,  of  whom  writeth  Anto-  j^IfiC' 
ninus,  4  in  quarta  parte  summae,'1  and  saith  they  were  condemned  in  ^Jt^ 
the  4  Extravagant  of  pope  John,  with  one  Johannes  de  Poliaco.  condemn 
Their  opinions,  saith  Antoninus,  were  these  :  that  Peter  the  apostle  theb£op«. 
was  no  more  the  head  of  the  church,  than  the  other  apostles ;  that  *|hannM 
Christ  left  no  vicar  behind  him  or  head  in  his  church ;  and  that  the 
pe  liath  no  such  authority  to  correct  and  punish,  to  institute  or 
lepose  the  emperor.    Item,  That  all  priests,  of  what  degree  soever, 
are  of  equal  authority,  power,  and  jurisdiction,  by  the  institution  of 
Christ ;  but  that  by  the  institution  of  the  emperor,  the  pope  is  supe- 
rior, which  supremacy  by  the  same  emperor  also  may  be  revoked 
again.    Item,  That  neither  the  pope,  nor  yet  the  church,  may  punish 
any  man,  *  punitione  coactiva  r  that  is,  "by  extern  coaction,  unless 
they  receive  license  of  the  emperor.   This  aforesaid  Michael,  general 
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Edward  of  the  Grey-friars,  wrote  against  the  tyranny,  pride,  and  primacy  of 

 i    the  pope,  accusing  him  to  be  Antichrist,  and  the  church  of  Rome  to 

A.  D.  be  the  whore  of  Babylon,  drunk  with  the  blood  of  saints.    He  said 
1331    there  were  two  churches ;  one  of  the  wicked,  flourishing,  wherein 
1360   ^g1160  tne  P°Pci  tnc  other  of  tnc  godly,  afflicted.    Item,  that  the 
*  verity  was  almost  utterly  extinct :  and  for  this  cause  he  was  deprived 
ofPMi°D  of  his  dignity,  and  condemned  of  the  pope.    Notwithstanding,  he 
^fnIt    stood  constant  in  his  assertions.     This  Michael  was  about  a.d. 
the  pope.  1822,  and  left  behind  him  many  favourers  and  followers  of  his 
deprived  doctrine,  of  whom  a  great  part  were  slain  by  the  pope ;  some  were 
denied."  condemned,  as  William  Ockam  ;  some  were  burned,  as  Johannes  de 
Martyr.  Castilionc,  and  Franciscus  de  Arcatara.' 

faGuS?  With  him  also  was  condemned,  in  the  said  1  Extravagant,'  Johannes 
none,  dc  Poliaco  above  touched,  whose  assertions  were  these:  That  the 
JSl»  de  pope  could  not  give  license  to  hear  confessions  to  whom  he  would, 
buTned™'  Dut  tnat  every  pastor  in  his  own  church  ought  to  suffice.    Item,  that 

f>astors  and  bishops  had  their  authority  immediately  from  Christ  and 
lis  apostles,  and  not  from  the  pope.  Item,  That  the  constitution  of 
pope  Benedict  XI.,  wherein  he  granteth  larger  privileges  to  the  friars 
above  other  pastors,  was  no  declaration  of  the  law,  but  a  subversion  ; 
and  for  this  ne  was  by  the  said  friars  oppressed,  about  a.d.  1822. 

After  Simon  Mepham,  archbishop  of  Canterbury  before  mentioned, 
who  lived  not  long,  succeeded  John  Stratford.  After  him  came  John 
OfTord,  who  lived  but  ten  months ;  in  whose  room  succeeded  Thomas, 
and  remained  but  one  year,  a.d.  1850;  and  after  him  Simon  Islip 
was  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury  by  pope  Clement  VI.,  who  sat 
seventeen  years,  and  built  Canterbury  college  in  Oxford.  This  Simon 
Islip  succeeded  the  bishop  of  Ely,  named  Simon  Langham,  who  within 
Ne*  coi-  two  years  was  made  cardinal.    In  his  stead  Pope  Urban  V.  ordained 
o^fold    William  Wittlesey,  bishop  of  Worcester,  to  be  archbishop  of  Can 
rounded,  terbiu-y,  a.d.  1366.    In  the  same  year,  William,  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, elected  and  founded  the  new  college  in  Oxford. 

Again,  in  the  order  of  the  popes,  next  unto  pope  Clement  VI., 
before  mentioned,  about  the  same  time  (a.d.  1853),  succeeded  pope 
Innocent  VI. ;  in  the  first  year  of  which  pope,  two  friars  Minors  or 
Two      Franciscans  were  burned  at  Avignon,  "  Pro  opinionibus,r>  as  mine 
Francu-  author  saith,  "  erroneis,  prout  D.  Papac  et  ejus  cardinalibus  vide- 
imrned  «t  t^tur,"  that  is,  "  for  certain  opinions,  as  seemeth  to  the  pope  and 
A^noa-  his  cardinals  erroneous."*    Of  these  two  friars  I  find,  in  the  Chro 
nicies,  "  De  actis  Rom.  pontificum,',,  and  in  the  History  of  Premon 
stratensis,  that  the  one  was  Johannes  Rochtavladus  ;  or  rather,  as  1 
find  in  4  Catalog.  Te8tium,,  cited  out  of  the  Chronicle  of  Henry  of 
Hereford,  his  name  to  be  Hayabalus;'  who  being  (as  that  writer 
recordeth)  a  friar  Minorite,  began  first  in  the  time  of  pope  Cle- 
ment VI.  (a.d.  1345)  to  preach  and  affirm  openly,  that  he  was,  by 
The      God's  revelation,  charged  and  commanded  to  preach ;  that  the 
tol^def  church  of  Rome  was  the  whore  of  Babylon,  and  tnat  the  pope,  with 
blTthl!  *°  ms  cardinal  Was  ycry  Antichrist ;  and  that  pope  Benedict,  and  the 
*  bare  of  others  before  him  his  predecessors,  were  damned;  with  other  such 
b/ciod'l  like  words  tending  much  against  the  pope's  tyrannical  majesty :  and 
gwj*    that  the  aforesaid  Hayabalus  being  brought  before  the  pope's  face, 

(I)  Ir.  Kxlravtg.  Joan.  23.       (J)  Ex  Chron.  Wok.      (3)  Ex  Chum.  Henrtei  i 
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constantly  did  stand  in  the  same,  saying,  tliat  he  was  commanded  ***** 
by  God's  revelation  so  to  say,  and  also  that  he  would  preach  the  — 111  — 
same  if  he  might.    To  whom  it  was  then  objected,  that  he  had  some  ^'P: 
heretical  books,  and  so  he  was  committed  to  prison  in  Avignon.    In  t'Q 
the  time  of  his  accusation  it  happened  that  a  certain  priest,  coming  1350. 
before  the  pope,  cast  the  popes  bull  down  before  his  feet,  saying:  Rochtay. 
"  Lo  here,  take  your  bull  unto  you,  for  it  doth  me  no  good  at  all.  ]ssnll0ath^,h 
T  have  laboured  now  these  three  years  withal,  and  yet  notwithstand-  m«.  er 
ing,  for  all  this  your  bull,  I  cannot  be  restored  to  my  rights    The  JTJJ 
pope  hearing  this,  commanded  the  poor  priest  to  be  scourged,  and  forc*»t-' 
after  to  be  laid  in  prison  with  the  aforesaid  friar.    What  became  maSt 
of  them  afterwards,  the  aforesaid  writer,  Henry  of  Hereford,  maketh  ^  J*  - 
no  mention  ;  but  I  may  probably  conjecture  that  this  priest  and  popci 
this  friar,  Rochtayladus,  or  rather  Hayabalus,  were  the  two,  whom  £!>urg«j. 
mine  author,  Thomas  Walsingliam,  writeth  to  be  burned  at  this  time  j^"10 
in  Avignon,  about  the  first  beginning  of  this  pope  Innocent  VI.   Of  a"d 
this  Rochtayladus  I  thought  good  here  to  infer  the  testimony  and  Avi(fnon. 
mention  of  John  Froysard,  written  of  him  in  his  first  volume,  chap.  A  D-,3M- 
21 1 ,  in  these  words : — 

There  was,  says  Froysard,  a  friar  minor,  in  the  city  of  Avignon 
full  of  great  clergy,  called  John  of  Rochtaylada,1  the  which  friar 
pope  Innocent  VI.  held  in  prison  in  the  castle  of  Baignour,  for 
showing  of  many  marvels  after  to  come ;  principally  he  showed  many 
things  to  fall  unto  the  prelates  of  the  church,  for  the  great  superfluity 
and  pride  that  was  then  used  among  them  ;  and  he  also  spake  many 
things  to  fall  of  the  realm  of  France,  and  of  the  great  lords  of 
Christendom,  for  the  oppressions  that  they  did  to  the  poor  common 
people.  This  friar,  6aid  he,  would  prove  all  his  saying  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Apocalypse,  and  by  other  books  of  holy  saints  and 

Erophets,  which  were  opened  to  him  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost : 
e  showed  many  things  hard  to  believe,  and  many  things  afterwards  bc- 
fel  as  he  said.  He  said  them  not  as  a  prophet,  but  he  showed  them  by 
authority  of  ancient  Scriptures,  and  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  gave  him  understanding  to  declare  the  ancient  prophets,  and  to 
show  to  all  christian  people  the  years  and  times  wiien  such  things 
should  fall.  He  made  divers  books  founded  on  great  sciences  and 
clergy,  whereof  one  was  made  a.d.  1846,  wherein  were  written  such 
marvels,  that  it  were  hard  to  believe  them ;  howbeit  many  things 
according  thereto  fell  out  after.  And  when  he  was  demanded  of  the 
wars  of  France,  he  said  that  all  that  had  been  seen  was  not  like  that 
should  be  seen  after ;  for,  he  said,  that  the  wars  in  France  should 
not  be  ended,  till  the  realm  were  utterly  wasted  and  spoiled  in  every 
part.  The  which  saying  was  well  seen  after,  for  the  noble  realm  of 
France  was  sore  wasted  and  exiled,  and  specially  in  the  term  that 
the  said  fror  had  set ;  which  wjis  in  1356,  and  three  years  follow- 
ing. He  said  that  in  those  years,  the  princes  and  gentlemen  of 
the  realm  should  not,  for  fear,  show  themselves  against  the  people  of 
low  estate,  assembled  of  all  countries  without  head  or  captain ;  and 
they  should  do  as  they  list  in  the  realm  of  France :  the  which  fell 
after,  as  ye  have  heard,  how  the  companions  assembled  them  together, 

11)  Ex  Johanne  Froywrdo.  vol.  i.  cap.  ccxL 


Digitized  by  Google 


712  VARIANCE   BETWEEN  FRIARS  AND  PRELATES   AT  PARIS. 

Bdwrd  and  by  reason  of  their  robbery  and  pillage  waxed  rich,  and  became 
 1_  great  captains. 

A.  D.      About  the  same  time  happened  in  Prance  a  certain  contention 
13t'^    between  the  French  prelates,  and  the  friars  of  Paris,  testified  and 
1360.  recordC(l  b.v  Godfridus  dc  Fontanis ; 1  the  brief  effect  of  which  story 
Conten    is  this :  the  prelates  of  France  conventing  and  assembling  together 
tu»n  in    in  the  city  of  Paris,  after  a  long  deliberation  among  themselves, 
bstwwn  causeo\  by  tnc  beadles,  to  be  called  together  all  the  students,  masters, 
ut™' arid  and  bachelors  of  every  faculty,  with  the  chief  heads  also  of  all  the 
the^fru™.  religious  houses  and  friars  in  the  university  of  Paris :  who  being  all 
there  congregated  together  in  the  house  of  the  bishop  of  Paris,  where 
there  were  present  four  archbishops,  and  twenty  bishops,  first  stood 
up  the  bishop  of  Biturcccnsc,  who,  there  making  his  sermon,  took 
sermon   for  his  theme  the  place  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Ephcsians ;  44  Fratres,  ut 
th* fru™,  sciatis  quae  sit  longitudo,  latitudo,  altitudo,  et  profunditas  charit-atis," 
Dominic  &c  and  concluded  thereupon :  first,  that  true  charitv  would  compel 

and  r  ran-   .  •  1    V       i    •     n     1  11       i         1  • 

cucan.  them  to  see  and  provide  tor  their  flocks  :  secondly,  that  the  vigour 
of  charitv  would  arm  them  to  withstand  errors:  thirdly,  he  con- 
cluded, tiiat  by  duty  of  charity  they  were  bound  to  give  their  lives 
for  the  souls  of  their  flock  committed  to  their  charge  :  fourthly,  that 
by  the  same  charity  every  man  ought  to  hold  himself  content  with 
that  which  was  his  own,  and  not  to  intermeddle  or  busy  himself 
further  than  to  him  appertained  or  belonged  to  his  office.  44  For 
there,"  saith  he,  44  all  order  ecclesiastical  is  dissolved  ;  whereas  men, 
not  containing  themselves  in  their  own  precincts,  presume  in  other 
men's  charges,  where  they  have  nothing  to  do."  44  But  this 
charity,"  saith  he,  44  now  a-days  waxeth  cold,  and  all  ecclesiastical 
order  is  confounded  and  utterly  out  of  order.  For  many  there 
be,  who  now  a-days  presume  to  thrust  in  themselves  where  they  have 
nothing  to  do ;  so  that  now  the  church  may  seem  a  monster.  For 
as  in  a  natural  body  appcarcth  a  monster,  where  one  member 
doeth  the  office  of  another;  so  in  the  spiritual  body,  which  is  the 
church,  it  may  be  thought  likewise;  as  when  our  learned  and 
prudent  brethren,  to  wit,  the  friars  major  and  minor,  do  take  upon 
them  to  usurp  and  occupy  the  office  to  us  specially  appertaining ; 
namely,  whereas  the  Scripture  wameth  us  all,  none  to  take  upon  him 
any  office,  except  he  be  called  thereunto  of  the  Lord,  as  Aaron  was. 
Wherefore  we  nave  heretofore  oftentimes  caused  the  said  friars,  both 
by  the  king  himself  in  his  own  person,  and  also  by  other  nobles,  to 
be  spoken  to,  and  desired  to  surcease  from  doing  and  intermeddling 
in  our  office;  and  yet  they  would  not,  but  have  preached  against  our 
wills  through  all  our  diocese,  and  have  heard  confessions,  saying, 
that  they  have  the  pope's  privilege  to  bear  them  out  therein.  For 
the  which  cause  we  come  to  you,  and  not  we  here  present  onlv,  but 
also  we  have  the  hand-writing,  and  the  full  consent  of  all  our  other 
fellow-bishops  throughout  the  kingdom  of  France,  to  complain  to 
you  of  this  so  great  insolence  and  presumption  of  the  friars :  for  that 
as  we  are,  you  shall  be.  Neither  do  I  think  that  there  be  any  of  us 
prelates  here  now,  who  have  not  at  sometime  been  taken  out  of  this 
university  of  yours.  We  have  desired,  moreover,  and  caused  to  be 
desired  of  the  aforesaid  friars,  that  they  would  send  their  privileges 

&  Ex  acripto  Godfri.  de  F<-ntanU. 
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to  the  see  apostolic,  to  be  interpreted  and  expounded  more  plainly  *rf«mf 

by  the  lord  pope  :  which  they  refused  also  to  do.    Wherefore  to  the  

intent  you  may  the  better  understand  and  see  what  their  privileges  ^'  P* 

be,  and  how  far  they  do  extend,  we  have  appointed  the  said  privi-  ^l 

leges  here  openly  to  be  read  unto  you."  1360. 
Then  stood  up  another  in  the  public  place,  and  there  read  the 


privileges  of  both  the  orders  ;  and  afterwards  read  also  the  constitu-  «»°n  of 
tion  of  pope  Innocent  III.,  written  in  the  fifth  of  the  decretals,  and  p 


pope 
noccnt 

that  beginneth,  "  Omnis  utriusquc  sexus,"  &c;  which  constitution 
was  repugnant  and  contrary  to  the  aforesaid  privileges,  as  he  there 
manifestly  proved,  declaring  how  both  the  said  privileges  were  dero- 
gatory to  that  constitution. 

This  done,  then  rose  up  the  bishop  Ambianensis,  a  great  lawyer,  Priajv 
who  discoursing  from  article  to  article,  there  proved  by  good  law, 
that  the  said  constitution  stood  in  its  full  force  and  vigour,  and  ought  SiE* 
not  to  be  infringed  by  the  friars''  privileges  in  any  part.   And,  there-  pop*'? 
fore,  by  the  virtue  of  that  constitution,  that  the  friars  ought  not  so  u«n. 
misordcrly  to  intrude  themselves  in  hearing  confessions,  in  enjoining 
of  penance,  and  in  preaching  in  churches  and  dioceses,  without  special  Friar,  not 
license  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  curate  of  the  parish  :  unto  \l  pn'ch 
whose  words  never  a  friar  at  that  time  replied  again.    And  so  the 


privileges 
proved 


rhurche* 
ritliouc 


bishop  proceeding  to  his  conclusion,  desired  the  university  to  assist  ^ial 
then  in  that  case,  wherein  they  were  all  determined  (saith  he)  to  them  to 
stand  firmly  to  the  shedding  of  their  blood,  in  resisting  that  misorder  Thu^'h11" 
and  injuries  of  the  friars. —  ITiis  happened  the  sixth  day  of  December,  banged, 
which  they  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas. 

The  next  day  being  Sunday,  one  of  the  order  of  the  Minorites,  or 
Franciscans,  went  to  the  church  of  the  Majorites  or  preaching  friars 
(which  was  never  seen  before,  the  one  order  to  come  and  resort  to 
the  other),  where  he  made  a  sermon,  beginning  in  the  aforesaid  matter  The 
to  reply,  and  to  expound  in  order  through  every  article  as  well  as  he  J"","' 
could ;  adding,  moreover,  and  saying,  that  they  went  not  so  far  in  f£*in'1 
their  privileges  as  they  lawfully  might.  And  he  said  moreover,  that  ute«. 
what  time  the  said  privileges  were  in  obtaining  at  Rome,  the  bishop 
Ambianensis  was  there  present  himself,  resisting  the  same  with  all 
his  power ;  yea  all  the  prelates  also  of  France  sent  and  wrote  up  to 
the  court  against  the  same,  and  yet  did  not  prevail.  For  when  the 
friars  there  presently  declared  and  opened  to  the  pope  in  what 
manner  and  how  far  they  had  used  their  privileges,  the  pope  said, 
"  Placet,"  that  is,  agreed  unto  the  same.  "  And  now,""  saith  he, 
"  the  prelates  reauire  and  demand  of  us  to  send  up  our  privileges  to 
the  court ;  whicn  were  great  folly  in  us.  For  in  so  doing,  what 
should  we  else  but  give  place  and  occasion  to  revoke  again  the 
authority  which  is  given  into  our  hands  already  ?  Furthermore,  our 
warden  and  master  is  now  lately  dead,  and  the  master  here  of  the 
Dominic  friars  is  not  now  present.  Wherefore  we  dare  not  deter- 
mine in  such  a  weighty  cause,  touching  the  privileges  of  our  order, 
without  the  presence  of  them.  And  therefore  we  desire  you  of  the 
university  to  hold  us  therein  excused,  and  not  to  be  so  lightly  stirred 
against  us,  for  wc  arc  not  the  worst  and  vilest  part  of  the"  univer- 
sity," &c. 

The  next  day,  being  the  eighth  of  the  same  month,  which  is  also 
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Kdicard  dedicated  to  the  conception  of  our  I^ady,  it  was  determined  like- 
wise, that  one  of  the  Dominic  friars  should  preach  in  the  church  of 


A.  D.  the  Franciscan  or  Grey-friars :  and  so  he  did ;  tending  to  the  same 
end,  as  the  other  friar  in  the  other  church  had  done  before.  Where- 
1360.       'l  mB)r  secm  tnat  ^e  proverb  is  well  answered  unto,  whereof  we  read 
—  in  the  gospel :  M  Facti  sunt  amici  Herodes  et  Pilatus  in  ipso  die.'' 
antipuatc     It  was  not  long  after,  that  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas  the  apostle 
Mndi  in  followed,  in  whose  vigil  all  the  heads  of  the  university  again  were 


warned  the  third  day  after  to  congregate  together  in  the  church  of 


crucify- 

cinut.    St.  Bernard  at  the  sermon  time.   Which  being  done,  and  the  assem 


tcwan    bly  meeting  together,  another  sermon  was  made  by  a  divine  of 
JjJJ^JjL  the  university,  whose  theme  was,  "  Prope  est  dominus  omnibus  invo- 
'  cantibus  eum  in  veritate,r'  &c. ;  wherein,  with  many  words  and  great 
authorities,  he  argued  against  those  who  would  not  be  obedient  unto 
nuhop    their  prelates,  &c.    The  sermon  being  ended,  then  rose  up  again  the 
n™»u.    bishop  Ambiancnsis,  who,  prosecuting  the  rest  of  the  theme,  and 
ute%tc  co,mnff  to  ^c  word  "  m  ventate,""  divided  it  into  three  parts,  accord- 
ing to  the  common  gloss  of  the  decretals : — 

**  Est  vemm  vite,  doctrina?,  justitiieque, 

Primum  semper  habe ;  duo  propter  scandala  linque :" 

Showing  and  declaring  by  many  authorities,  both  of  canonical 
Scriptures  and  out  of  the  law,  and  by  evident  demonstration  of 
verity    experience,  that  the  friars  first  had  no  verity  of  life,  because  they 
•St?"   were  full  of  hypocrisy ;  neither  had  they  verity  of  doctrine,  because 
three     in  their  heart  they  bare  gall,  and  in  their  tongue  honey;  neither 
par!*'     verity  of  justice,  because  they  usurped  other  men's  offices.  And 
thus  concluding  with  the  same,  he  caused  again  to  be  read  the  said 
privileges,  with  the  constitution  above  specified.    And  so,  expound- 
ing place  by  place,  he  did  argue  and  prove  that  the  said  constitution 
in  no  part  was  made  void  or  infringed  by  the  privileges  aforesaid. 
He  added,  moreover,  that  "  whereas  the  friars  say,"  saith  he,  u  that 
I  should  be  present  in  the  obtaining  of  the  privileges,  I  grant  it  to 
be  true ;  and  when  word  came  to  me  thrice  thereof,  I  went  to  the 
pope  reclaiming  and  requiring  the  said  privileges  to  be  revoked ;  but 
the  next  day  after,  it  pleased  the  pope  to  send  me  out  abroad  upon 
weighty  affairs,  so  that  then  the  matter  had  no  end.    After  that,  we 
sent  also  other  messengers  with  our  letters,  for  the  same  cause  unto 
the  court  of  Rome,  whom  the  friars  say  not  to  have  prevailed,  but 
The friwi  they  lie  therein;  for  the  said  messengers  again  brought  us  letters 
withaiie.  from  the  chief  of  the  court  of  Rome,  sealed  with  their  seals  ;  which 
letters  we  have  divers  times  presented  to  our  king,  and  will  shortly 
show  them  unto  you  all,  in  which  the  lord  pope  hath  promised  the 
said  privileges  cither  to  be  utterly  abrogated,  or  else  to  be  mitigated 
with  some  more  plain  interpretation,  of  which  we  trust  shortly  to 
have  the  public  bull  or  writ  from  the  pope." 
The         At  last,  the  said  bishop  required  and  desired  of  all  there,  of  what 
JSf     diocese  or  country  soever  they  were,  that  they  would  copy  out  the 
rXd  bT  a*°resa^  privileges,  and  send  them  abroad  into  their  countries,  that 
ciupuu-  all  men  might  see  what  they  were,  and  how  far  thev  did  extend.  In 

t :  t  •  mm  • 

fine,  the  matter  coming  into  open  disputation,  it  was  concluded  by 
Master  Giles,  one  of  the  Augustine  friars,  who  was  thought  to  be 
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most  reasonable  of  all  the  other  friars,  in  this  wise :  That  after  his 


sentence,  the  prelates  were  in  the  truer  part,  &c.'  — 

Concerning  this  wrangling  contention  between  the  university  and  A.  D. 
friars  of  France  here  before  mentioned,  whereof  partly  the  original  1331 
cause  may  be  understood,  by  that  which  hath  been  said,  to  arise  upon  ^Q 

certain  privileges  granted  by  popes  to  the  friars,  to  intermeddle  in  - 

matters  of  parish  churches;  as  to  hear  confessions,  to  preach  and 
teach,  with  power  thereunto  annexed  to  gather  for  their  labour,  to 
bury  within  their  houses,  and  to  receive  impropriations,  &c,  because 
it  were  too  long  here  to  describe  the  full  circumstances  thereof,  also 
because  the  said  contention  did  not  only  endure  a  long  time  in  France, 
but  also  came  over  into  England ;  the  whole  discourse  thereof  more 
amply  (Christ  willing)  shall  be  declared  in  the  beginning  of  the  next 
book,  when  we  come  to  the  story  of  Armachanus. 

About  the  time  and  year  that  this  brawl  was  in  the  university  of  seditious 
Paris  between  the  friars  and  prelates  there,  as  hath  been  declared,  the  b£ 
like  contention  happened  also  in  the  university  of  Oxford  in  the  year  tweentho 
above  prefixed  (a.d.  1354),      e  only  that  the  strife  among  the  men  and 
masters  of  Paris,  as  it  rose  upon  friarly  ceremonies,  so  it  went  no  oroSd. 
further  than  brawling  words  and  matter  of  excommunication  ;  but  this 
tumult,  rising  out  of  a  drunken  cause,  proceeded  further  unto  bloody 
stripes.    The  first  origin  of  it  began  in  a  tavern,  between  a  scholar 
and  the  good  man  of  the  house ;  who,  falling  together  into  alter- 
cation, grew  to  such  height  of  words,  that  the  student  (contra  jus 
hospitii)  poured  the  wine  upon  the  head  of  the  host,  and  brake  his 
head  with  the  quart  pot.    Upon  this  occasion  given,  eflsoons  parts 
began  to  be  taken  between  the  townsmen  and  the  scholars,  insomuch 
that  a  grievous  sedition  and  conflict  followed  upon  the  same ;  wherein 
many  of  the  townsmen  were  wounded,  and  to  the  number  of  twenty 
slain  ;  and  divers  of  the  scholars  also  were  grievously  hurt.   For  the 
space  of  two  days  this  hurly-burly  continued.    On  the  second  day  proe*«- 
certain  religious  and  devout  persons  ordained  a  solemn  procession  41 


peace. 


general,  to  pray  for  peace  ;  yet,  notwithstanding,  all  that  procession,  ™Jj,dno 
oly  as  it  was,  would  not  bring  peace.    In  the  which  procession,  the  £5." 
skirmish  still  waxing  hot,  one  of  the  students,  being  hardly  pursued 
by  the  townsmen,  for  succour  in  his  flight  came  running  to  the  priest 
or  friar,  who  carried  about,  as  the  manner  was,  the  pix  ;  thinking  to  find 
refuge  at  the  presence  of  the  transubstantiated  God  of  the  altar  there 
carriedand  imboxed.  Notwithstanding,  the  god  bcingnot  there  present, 
or  else  not  seeing  him,  or  else  perad venture  being  asleep,2  the  scholar 
found  there  small  help  ;  for  the  townsmen,  in  the  heat  of  the  chase,  Transub- 
forgetting  belike  the  virtue  of  the  pope's  transubstantiation,  followed  £Sfwm 
him  so  hard,  that  in  the  presence  of  the  pix  they  brake  his  head,  and  j^,^, 
wounded  him  grievously.    This  done,  at  length  some  peace  or  truce  n'Ud. 
for  that  day  was  taken.    On  the  morrow,  other  townsmen  in  the 
villages  about,  joining  with  the  townsmen  of  Oxford,  confederated 
together  in  great  force  and  power  to  set  upon  the  students  there,  and 
so  did,  having  a  black  flag  borne  before  them,  and  so  invaded  the 
university  men  ;  whereupon  the  scholars,  being  overmatched,  and  conquest 
compelled  to  flee  into  their  halls  and  hostels,  were  so  pursued  by  ^hoi*r» 
their  enemies,  that  twenty  of  the  doors  of  their  halls  and  chambers  oioxftint 

(I )  Ha*  ex  Godfxido  de  Fontaiis.  (2)  "  Asleep,"  as  Baal  vra»  in  days  of  old.-Ku. 
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Edward  were  broken  open,  and  many  of  them  wounded,  and,  as  it  is  said* 
,IL  slain  and  thrown  into  the  draughts ;  their  books  with  knives  and  bills 
A.  I),  cut  all  in  pieces,  and  much  of  their  goods  carried  away.  And  thus  the 
1331  students  of  that  university,  being  conquered  by  the  townsmen  of 
1360.  ^ftn'd*  and  of  the  country  about,  departed  and  left  the  university 
so  that  for  a  time  the  schools  there,  and  all  school  acts,  did  utterly 


rmitr*"  cease  from  all  exercise  of  study,  except  only  Merton  college-hall, 

di»w/»^  w*tn  a  ^ew  others  remaining  behind. 

This  being  done  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  the  queen  at  the 
same  time  being  at  Woodstock  was  brought  to  bed,  and  purified  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  Lent  with  great  solemnity  of  justing.1  About 
which  time  the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  their  diocesan,  hearing  of  this 
excessive  outrage,  sendeth  his  inhibition  to  all  parsons  and  priests, 
forbidding  them  throughout  all  Oxford,  to  celebrate  mass  or  any 

nit  town  divine  service  in  the  presence  of  any  lay  person  within  the  said  town 

of  Qxftrt  0f  Oxford,  interdicting  withal  the  whole  town  ;  which  interdiction 

dieted,    endured  the  «pace  of  a  whole  year  and  more. 

The  king  also  sent  thither  his  justices  to  examine  and  inquire 
into  the  matter,  before  whom  divers  of  the  laymen  and  clergy  were 
indicted,  and  four  of  the  chief  burgesses  of  the  said  town  were 
indicted,  and  by  the  king's  commandment  sent  to  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  were  there  imprisoned.  At  length,  through  much 
labour  of  the  nobles,  the  king  so  took  up  the  matter,  that  sending 
his  writings  unto  all  sheriffs  in  England,  he  offered  pardon  to  all  and 
singular  the  students  of  that  university,  wheresoever  dispersed,  for 
that  transgression;  whereby  the  university  in  a  short  time  was  reple- 

Auizc  of  nished  again  as  before.    Moreover,  it  was  granted  to  the  vice-chan- 

Stplff  cellor  or  commissary,  as  they  term  him,  of  the  town  and  university 

cinmfa*  of  0xford>  t0  navc  tne  v**™  °f  Dreao^  ak»  winc^  ana<  all  other 
»ary  of  victuals ;  the  mayor  of  the  said  town  being  excluded.  Also  it  was 
0]Iford-  granted  and  decreed,  that  the  commons  of  Oxford  should  give  to  the 
university  of  Oxford  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  in  part  of  satis- 
faction for  their  excesses  ;  there  being  reserved,  notwithstanding,  to 
every  one  of  the  students  bis  several  action  against  any  several  person 
of  the  townsmen,  &c. 

About  a.d.  1354,  the  king,  with  the  consent  of  his  council,  called 
home  again  out  of  Flanders  the  staple  of  wool,  with  all  things  there- 
unto appertaining,  and  established  the  same  in  sundry  places  within 
the  realm,  namely,  in  Westminster,  Canterbury,  Chichester,  Bristol, 
Lincoln,  and  Hull ;  which  staple,  after  a.d.  1362,  was  translated  over 
to  Calais. 

Of  Simon  Islip,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  mentioned  a  little  before, 
page  710,  I  read  in  the  said  author  above  specified,  that  he,  by  his 
letters  patent,  directed  to  all  parsons  and  vicars  within  his  province, 
Not  to  »b-  straightly  charged  them  and  their  parishioners,  under  pain  of  excom- 
frombo-  munication,  not  to  abstain  from  bodily  labour  upon  certain  saints'' 
•JM*"  clays,  which  before  were  wont  to  be  hallowed  and  consecrated  to 
upon  cer-  unthrifty  idleness.  Item,  that  to  priests  should  be  given  no  more 
umhoiy  ^r  ycar]y  gtjpend,  but  three  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  eight 
a  Pariia-  pence,  which  made  divers  of  them  to  rob  and  steal,  &c.  a.d.  1862. 
ment'        In  the  year  following,  king  Edward  kept  his  parliament  at  LondoB 

.1)  «•  Great  iQlemnlt?  of  jutting,"  gre»t  *ho*  of  piety.  -Eo. 
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in  the  month  of  October  ;  wherein  it  was  prohibited  that  either  gold 

or  silver  should  be  worn  in  knives,  girdles,  brooches,  rings,  or  in  any  '— 

other  ornament  belonging  to  the  body,  except  the  wearer  might  A.D. 
dispcnd  ten  pounds  a  year.  Item,  That  none  should  wear  either  *3^* 
silks  or  costly  furs,  except  such  as  might  dispend  one  hundred  pounds  i360. 

a  year.     Also  that  merchant  adventurers  should  not  export  any  - 

merchandise  out  of  the  realm,  or  seek  for  wines  in  other  countries ; 
whereby  other  nations  should  be  constrained  rather  to  seek  to  us,  &c. 
But  none  of  this  did  take  any  great  effect. 

After  this  Simon  Islip,  as  is  above  recorded,  followed  Simon 
Langham,  then  William  Wittlesey ;  after  whom  next  in  place  suc- 
ceeded Simon  Sudbury. 

Much  about  the  same  time  the  nuns  of  St.  Bridget's  order  first  num  of 
began ;  about  which  time  also  was  builded  Queen's  College  in  ^i  f nd 
Oxford,  by  queen  Philippa  of  England,  wife  to  king  Edward  III.,  order 
about  a.d.  1360. 

Moreover,  in  the  time  of  this  pope  Innocent,  friar  John  Lyle, 
bishop  of  Ely,  moved  with  certain  injuries,  as  he  thought,  done  to 
him  by  the  lady  Blanch,  made  his  complaint  to  the  pope  ;  who,  Thi«  udy 
sending  down  his  curse  to  the  bishop  of  Lincoln  and  other  prelates,  *l™eh 
to  be  executed  upon  the  adversaries  of  the  bishop  of  Ely,  commanded  J"^* 
them,  that  if  they  did  know  any  of  the  said  adversaries  dead  and  cwter. 
buried,  that  notwithstanding,  they  should  cause  the  same  to  be  taken  £^fex_ 
up  :  which  also  they  performed  accordingly,  of  whom  some  had  been  c?m{^" 
of  the  king's  council ;  wherefore  the  king  being  displeased,  and  not  by  the 
unworthily,  did  again  trouble  and  molest  the  said  prelates.    This  pope- 
coming  to  the  pope's  hearing,  certain  were  directed  down  from  the 
court  of  Rome,  in  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  bishop  of  Ely  ;  who, 
meeting  with  the  bishop  of  Rochester,  the  king's  treasurer,  delivered 
unto  him,  being  armed,  letters  from  the  bishop  of  Rome,  the  tenor 
whereof  was  not  known.     This  done,  they  incontinently  voided 
away,  but  certain  of  the  king's  servants  pursuing  did  overtake  them  ; 
of  whom  some  they  imprisoned,  some  tney  brought  to  the  justices,  The 
and  so  they  were  condemned  to  be  hanged.    Herein  may  appear  mJTJn- 
what  reverence  the  pope's  letters  in  this  king's  days,  had  in  this  realm  ^Red- 
of  England.1    This  pope  Innocent  ordained  the  feast  of  the  Holy  The  feast 
Spear,  and  of  the  Holy  Nails.  s^ana 

And  here,  to  make  an  end  of  this  Fourth  Book,  now  remaineth,  « «he 

'  *  Holy 

after  our  order  and  custom  before  begun,  to  prosecute  the  race  of  Nad*, 
the  archbishops  of  Canterbury,  in  this  aforesaid  Fourth  Book  con- 
tained ;  beginning  where  before  we  left  off.4  at  Lanftanc. 


A  TABLE  OF  THE  ARCHBISHOPS  OF  CANTERBURY  IN  THE 
FOURTH   BOOK  CONTAINED. 

84.  Lanfranc  was  archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  nineteen  years. 
Polydore  Virgil,  lib.  9,  numbcreth  this  Lanfranc  to  be  the  thirty-third 
archbishop ;  but  by  the  account  of  other  authors,  namely,  by  the 
chronicle  of  the  monk  of  Dover,  he  seemeth  to  be  deceived ;  as  he 
was  in  the  twenty-eight  years  of  Dunstan,  who  indeed  did  sit  but 
nineteen  or  twenty  at  the  most.    This  error  of  Polydore  seemeth  to 

(I)  Ex  Chro.  Wal.lng.  <2>  Page  I0«. 
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Edward  come  by  leaving  out  either  Elsius,  who  was  the  twenty-third,  or  by 
111    leaving  "out  Elfric,  who  was  the  twenty-sixth,  as  in  some  authors 
A.D.  I  find. 

1360.      Moreover,  here  is  to  be  noted,  that  although  the  said  Elfric  were 
"  left  out,  yet  Lanfranc  cannot  be  the  thirty-third. 

Note  also,  that  in  the  previous  table  of  the  third  book,  after  Siri- 
cius,  you  must  put  in  St.  A  lured,  whom,  in  the  order  of  archbishops, 
I  left  out  in  the  end  of  the  third  book,  page  104. 

This  lanfranc  was  an  Italian,  and  a  stout  champion  of  the  pope. 
After  his  stubborn  dissension  with  Thomas,  archbishop  of  York,  he 
wrote  against  Berengarius,  entitling  his  book  4  Opus  ScintillarunV 
page  114. 

Also  the  same  Lanfranc  builded  the  new  church  at  Canterbury, 
and  plucked  down  the  old.  By  him  was  builded  the  church  of  St. 
Gregory.    At  length  he  was  expelled  by  king  William  Rufus. 

85.  Anselm,  for  twenty  years.  Of  this  Anselm,  and  the  strife 
between  him  and  the  king,  look  in  page  1 44. 

86.  Radulph  for  eight  years.  Under  Radulph  the  order  of  Cis- 
tercians began. 

37.  William  Curboil,  for  thirteen  years.  By  this  William  the  new 
work  of  the  church  of  St.  Martin's,  at  Dover,  was  built. 

38.  Theobald,  for  twenty-four  years.  By  this  Theobald  monks 
were  first  brought  into  the  church  of  Dover.  He  was  expelled  by 
king  Stephen.  In  his  time  the  church  of  St.  Gregory  at  Canterbury 
was  burned. 

89.  Thomas  Becket,  for  nine  years.  For  the  life  and  death  of  this 
Becket,  see  page  196.' 

40.  Richard,  for  ten  yearf.  This  Richard  was  a  monk.  In  his 
time  Clirist's  Church,  at  Canterbury,  was  burned. 

41 .  Baldwin,  for  seven  years.  Between  this  Baldwin  and  the  monks 
was  great  discord.  He  suspended  the  prior  from  his  priorship,  and 
two  and  twenty  monks  from  all  service.  He  caused  the  sub-prior, 
with  all  his  adherents,  to  be  excommunicated  through  all  Kent. 

42.  Hubert,  for  fourteen  years.  In  the  time  of  this  Hubert  the 
chapel  of  Lambeth  was  plucked  down.  Also  the  church  of  Dover 
was  burned. 

48.  Stephen  Langton,  for  twenty-two  years.  This  Stephen,  with 
the  monks  of  Canterbury,  was  expelled  by  king  John. 

This  Stephen,  intending  to  give  orders  in  the  chapel  of  Lambeth, 
was  stopped  by  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  through  their  appeal  and 
prohibition,  wherefore  he  required  Eustace,  bishop  of  London,  to 
minister  the  same  orders  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul. 

In  his  time  fell  great  variance  between  the  monks  of  Rochester 
and  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  for  the  election  of  their  bishop,  which 
election  the  monks  of  Canterbury  would  not  admit  before  the  Ro- 
chester monks  had  presented  the  bishop's  staff  in  the  church  of 
Canterbury ;  so  that  both  the  churches  sent  their  messengers  to  the 
court  of  Rome. 

44.  Richardus  Magnus,  for  four  years.    At  the  consecration  of 

(1)  Ex  Crickeladensi :  Magnates  in  AnglU  inter  dixerunt,  ne  quia  Maxtymn  Thomani  nominartt. 
ne  quia  elua  mlracula  pnedic&rct,  Interminantes  mina*  tnortU  aeu  maximarum  pa- nam  in  omnibus 
confltentlbus  eum  filiate  Marty  rem,  et  mlracula  ejua  pnrdicantious,  Sec 
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this  Richard,  contention  arose  between  the  bishop  of  Rochester  and 

the  bishop  of  Bath,  who  should  consecrate  him.   — 

Item,  between  the  said  Richard  and  the  monks  of  Canterbury  fell  A.  D. 
a  grievous  discord,  about  certain  liberties  belonging  to  the  arch-  1:UK)- 
bishop. 

The  said  archbishop,  for  certain  quarrels  against  the  king,  went  up 
to  Rome,  who  died  in  Tuscia. 

After  this  Richard,  the  election  of  three  archbishops  was  disannulled 
at  Rome ;  namely,  of  Radulphus  dc  Nova  Villa,  of  John,  prior  of 
Canterbury,  and  of  John  Blund. 

45.  Edmund  of  Abingdon  for  seven  years.  This  Edmund  was 
called  St.  Edmund,  at  whose  election  the  prior  of  Dover,  thinking  to 
be  present,  as  at  the  marriage  of  his  mother,  was  not  permitted  by 
the  monks  of  Canterbury.  For  that  injury  he  appealed  and  went  to 
Rome  to  complain,  not  against  the  elect,  but  against  the  election  ; 
where  he  obtained  of  the  pope,  for  all  the  priors  and  successors  of 
Dover,  to  have  full  interest  in  the  election  of  the  archbishops,  besides 
other  privileges  which  he  obtained ;  percase  not  without  some  good 
store  of  money.  Afterwards  the  monks  of  Canterbury  accused  him 
to  the  archbishop  as  though  he  stood  against  the  person  of  the  elect, 
and  so  obtained  of  the  archbishop,  being  angry  with  him,  to  have 
brought  him  under  the  chapter  of  Canterbury,  there  to  be  punished. 
Whereupon  the  prior,  seeing  himself  so  destitute  of  all  help  of 
lawyers,  was  constrained  in  die  aforesaid  chapter  to  cry  '  peccavi.' 
Then,  being  suspended  from  his  priorship,  he  was  at  length  sent 
home  from  Dover,  being  compelled  first  to  set  his  hand  to  a  certain 
composition  between  him  and  the  aforesaid  monks. 

The  said  Edmund,  archbishop,  having  also  some  quarrel  against 
the  king,  went  up  to  Rome,  and  died  before  his  coming  home. 

46.  Boniface,  for  twenty-five  years.  In  the  time  of  this  Boniface, 
Pope  Gregory  wickedly  granted  to  king  Henry  III.  (for  the  getting 
of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  which  belonged  not  to  him  to  give,  nor  to 
the  other  to  take)  tentns  of  goods,  temporal  and  spiritual,  for  five 
years.  Item,  All  the  first  year's  fruits  of  churches  that  should  be 
vacant  for  five  years.  Item,  Half  of  all  the  goods  of  beneficed  men, 
not  resident  on  their  benefices.  Item,  All  legacies  not  distinctly 
given.  And  yet  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  never  came  into  his  hands, 
wliich  belonged  to  Manfred,  son  of  Frederic  the  emperor.  Strife 
there  was  between  this  Boniface  and  the  prior  of  Canterbury,  Item. 
Between  him  and  the  bishop  of  Roff.  Item,  Between  him  and  the 
chapter  of  Lincoln  :  all  which  was  afterwards  agreed.' 

Strife  also  in  Winchester  about  choosing  the  bishop  after  the 
death  of  Avonarus,  the  king's  brother. 

Strife  also  in  the  convocation  which  Boniface  did  hold  at  Lambeth ; 
in  the  which  council  were  recited  the  statutes  of  Octobonus,  and  other 
new  statutes  madje,  against  which  John  Hemelingford,  the  king's 
chaplain,  with  others  besides,  and  Prince  Edward  on  the  king's  be- 
half, did  appeal.1 

Under  this  Boniface,  Tunbridge  and  Hadlow  first  came  under  the 
custody  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Master  John  of  Exeter  bought  the  bishopric  of  Winchester  for 

(1)  Chron.  Doverent.  tol.  20,  p.  2.  (2)  Ibid.  fol.  21. 


Digitized  by  Google 


720  TABLE  OF  THE  ARCHBISHOPS  OF  CANTERBURY 

Edward  six  thousand  marks ;  which  being  known  he  was  fain  to  pay  the 

 ! —  same  sum  again  to  the  pope,  and  so  was  sent  home. 

A.  D.  Boniface  the  archbishop  being  in  the  parts  of  Sebaudia  (  a.d.  1262) 
1360,  there  befell  another  altercation  between  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Can- 
terbury on  the  one  part,  and  the  prior  and  cliaptcr  of  Dover  on  the 
other ;  which  two  nouses  were  almost  never  in  quiet,  and  all  about 
certain  liberties  and  privileges;  as,  for  making  the  sub-prior,  for 
receiving  in  of  monks,  and  for  visitations  of  the  church  of  Dover. 

A.D.  1268.  Boniface,  archbishop,  interdicted  the  city  of  London, 
because  in  the  same  city  the  archbishop  of  York  did  hold  up  his 
cross,  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  being  there  present,  the  king 
holding  then  his  parliament  at  Westminster. 
This  archbishop  died  in  the  parts  of  Sebaudia. 
John,  prior  of  Canterbury,  was  elected  by  the  monks  against  the 
king's  mind,  but  by  the  pope  refused. 

Adam  Chilinden  was  elect,  but  he  resigned  his  election  to  the 
pope. 

47.  Robert  Kilwarby,  friar,  for  six  years.  In  the  time  of  this 
Robert  Kilwarby,  appeal  was  taken  against  the  chapter  of  Canter- 
bury by  the  bishops  of  Winchester,  Worcester,  and  Exeter;  foi 
which  cause  the  said  bishops  went  up  to  Rome  to  prosecute  the 
appeal.  The  matter  was,  because  they  did  not  their  obedience  to 
the  monks  of  Canterbury,  the  see  being  empty. 

Walter  Giffard,  archbishop  of  York,  going  toward  the  general 
council,  bore  up  his  cross  through  the  middle  of  Kent,  in  the  time 
of  this  Robert,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  a.d.  1272. 

By  pope  Gregory  X.  in  the  general  council  at  Lyons,  all  the 
orders  of  friars  were  put  down,  four  orders  only  excepted,  that  ia^ 
Dominies,  Franciscans,  Carmelites,  and  Augustines. 

This  Robert  Kilwarby,  by  the  commandment  of  pope  Nicholas, 
was  made  cardinal  of  Rome  and  bishop  of  Porvensis. 
An  an-       Here  is  to  be  noted  an  untruth  in  Polydore  Virgil,  who  saith,  that 
Mpdon  he  was  made  cardinal  by  pope  Gregory,  which  could  not  be. 
virgii.       Robert  Burnel,  bishop  of  Bath,  was  elected,  but  by  the  pope 
refused ;  for  whom  John  Peckham,  a  Grey-friar,  was  placed  in  by 
pope  Nicholas. 

48.  John  Peckham,  for  thirteen  years.  In  the  first  year  of  this 
friar  Peckham,  W.  Wikewane,  archbishop  of  York,  coming  from 
his  consecration  at  Rome  to  Dover,  bore  up  his  cross  through 
the  midst  of  Kent,  whereat  was  no  little  ado. 

Robert  Gernemine,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  went  to  law  at 
Rome  for  the  liberties  and  possessions  of  his  archdeaconship  two 
years,  and  there  died. 

In  this  time  also  another  wrangling  occurred  between  the  monks 
of  Canterbury  and  the  monks  of  Dover,  in  the  time  of  this  John 
Peckham,  for  admitting  certain  novices  of  Dover  into  orders.1 

This  Peckham,  holding  a  council  at  Lambeth,  ordained  divers 
statutes,  and  caused  the  ordinances  of  the  council  of  Lyons,  and  of 
Boniface  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  his  predecessor,  to  be 
observed. 

Great  grief  and  hatred  existed  between  this  Peckham,  and  Thomas 

li;  Ei  Chr.  Uonaeh.  Dow.  foi.  «*. 
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bishop  of  Hereford,  who,  being  excommunicated  by  Peckham,  ap-  Mmi* 
pealed  to  Rome,  and  went  to  the  pope. 

The  prior  and  covent  of  Canterbury  made  their  appeal  against  this  A.  I  J. 
archbishop  Peckham,  that  he  should  not  consecrate  Walter  le  Scha-  i  u'°- 
mele,  the  newly  elect  bishop  of  Salisbury,  in  any  other  place,  except 
only  in  the  church  of  Canterbury,  but  by  their  leave  and  license  first 
obtained.  Notwithstanding,  the  archbishop,  nothing  regarding  their 
appeal,  proceeded  in  the  consecration  of  the  said  bishop  near  to  the 
town  of  Heading,  whereupon  the  prior  and  covent  ceased  not  to 
prosecute  their  appeal  against  the  archbishop. 

Between  Richard  Fcrrings,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  of  the  one 
part,  and  the  barons  of  Dover  of  the  other  part,  the  same  year  fell 
out  another  like  wrangling,  for  that  the  archdeacon  claimed  to  visit 
the  church  of  Dover :  contrary  the  Ixirons  affirmed,  that  none  had, 
nor  should  have,  to  do  thereto,  or  order  or  dispose  in  spiritual  matters, 
but  only  the  archbishop,  and  the  prior  and  covent  of  St.  Martin.1 

After  the  death  of  William  W  icwanc,  archbishop  of  York,  John 
de  Roma  succeeded ;  and  coming  from  his  consecration  at  Rome  to 
Dover,  bare  his  cross  through  the  middle  of  Kent,  contrary  to  the 
inhibition  of  John  Peckham. 

40.  Robert  Winchelsey  was  archbishop  for  nineteen  years.  This 
Robert,  who  was  archbishop  in  the  latter  time  of  king  Edward  I.,  for 
certain  displeasure  the  king  hat!  conceived  against  him,  departed  the 
realm,  and  in  his  banishment  remained  two  or  three  years ;  and, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.,  he  was  restored 
again,  (a.d.  1309.)*  Thus  few  archbishops  of  Canterbury  we  find, 
with  whom  kings  have  not  had  some  quarrel  or  other.  M  The  cause 
between  the  king  and  him,""  saith  mine  author,  M  was  this;  That  the 
king  accused  him  to  pope  Clement  of  disturbing  his  realm,  and  of 
taking  part  with  rebels,"  &c.' 

This  Robert  also  excommunicated  Walter,  bishop  of  Coventry,  for 
holding  with  the  king  and  Peter  Gaveston  against  the  ordinances  of 
the  }>arons ;  wherefore  the  said  bishop  appealed  to  the  pope,  against 
whom  the  archbishop  sent  Adam  Mirimouth.  Thu 

In  the  time  of  this  Robert,  archbishop,  the  order  of  Templars  was  jj^" 
abolished  by  pope  Clement  V.  in  the  council  of  Vienna,  with  this  »outh 
sentence  definitive :  "  Quanquam  de  jure  non  possumus,  tamen  ad  inkr™™" 
plenitudinem  potestatis  dictum  ordincm  reprobamu8.'n  Lm*^ 

.50.  Walter  Reynald  for  fifteen  years.  After  the  decease  of*^**"1 
Robert  Winchelsey,  who  departed  a.d.  1312,  Thomas  Cobham,  a 
learned  man,  was  elected  by  full  consent  of  the  monks,  who  came  to 
Avignon  to  have  his  election  confirmed ;  but  the  nope  reserving  the 
vacant  scat  in  his  own  hands,  put  in  Walter  Reynald,  bishop  of 
Worcester,  chancellor  of  England,  who  governed  the  see  fifteen 
years. 

The  chronicler  of  St.  Albans  rccordeth  also,  how  in  the  davs  of 
this  archbishop  (a.d.  1319),  certain  lepers  conspiring  with  the  'f'urks 
and  Jews  went  about  to  impotionatc,  and  infect  all  Christendom,  by 
envenoming  then-  fountains,  lakes,  pits,  barrels,  and  such  other  places ; 
of  the  which  crime  divers  of  them  being  convicted,  were  worthily 
bmned  in  France.    About  the  same  year,  the  said  author  maketli 


(I)  B*  fod.  Chron.  fol.  12)  Ex  dim.  Itich.  J.  (3)  Ex  Own  St  AlVxn:. 
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Bdvam  also  relation,  how,  in  the  realm  of  England,  much  murrain  prevailed 


an  inn-  i  he  beasts;  insomuch  that  the  dogs,  feeding  upon  their  flesh 
A.  L).  (infected  belike  by  the  waters  and  fountains),  fell  down  dead  incon- 
1;u>0,  tinentlv ;  neither  durst  men,  for  that  cause,  almost  taste  of  any  beef. 
(a.d.  1318,  1319.)1 

This  Walter,  archbishop,  taking  part  with  the  queen  Isabel  against 
king  Edward  her  husband,  died  the  same  year  in  which  he  was  de- 
posed,   (a.d.  1237.)2 

After  Walter  the  archbishop,  as  affirmeth  the  chronicle  of  St. 
Alban,  succeeded  Simon  Mepham  ;  of  whom  I  marvel  that  Polydorc 
maketh  no  word  nor  mention ;  belike  he  sat  not  long :  after  him 
followed, 

51.  John  Stratford,  for  twentv-nine  years.  In  the  story  of  Adam 
Merimouth,  it  is  recorded  that  this  John  Stratford,  intending  to  visit 
the  diocese  of  Norfolk,  was  not  received  by  the  bishop,  the  chapter 
and  clergy  there  alleging  that  he  observed  not  the  ordinary  canon 
therein.  To  whom  the  archbishop  said  again,  he  had  the  pope's 
letters,  and  showed  the  same.  But  the  other  answered,  that  those 
letters  were  falsely  obtained,  and  tended  to  the  suppression  of  the 
clergy,  aud  therefore  they  would  not  obey :  wherefore  the  archbishop 
excommunicated  the  bishop,  suspended  the  prior,  and  interdicted  the 
covent.    (a.d.  1343.) 

52.  John  Offord,  ten  months.  Master  John  Offord,  chancellor  of 
England,  was  elected  and  confirmed  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  but 
not  consecrated,  and  sat  but  ten  months,  about  a.d.  1350,  the  time 
of  the  pestilence  in  England. 

53.  Thomas  Braidwarden,  archbishop  for  one  year.  This  Thomas 
Braidwarden  following  after  John  Stratford,  sat  not  long,  but  died 

The  Ant  within  ten  months,  of  the  plague,  as  they  say.  This  was  called  the 
£u£!ie  first  great  plague  in  England,  raging  so  sore  in  all  quarters,  that  it 
LigUnd.  wag  thought  scarcely  the  tenth  part  of  men  to  be  left  alive. 

54.  Simon  lslip,  for  seventeen  years.  In  the  time  of  Simon  Islip, 
who  followed  after  Braidwarden,  king  Edward  (a.d.  1362)  is  re- 
ported, after  the  blind  superstition  of  those  days,  to  offer  in  the 

There»t-  church  of  Westminster  the  vestments  wherein  St.  Peter  did  celebrate 
wherdn  mass ;  which  belike  Merc  well  kept  from  moths,  to  last  so  long.' 
st.  Peter  gjyjjg  Simon  Islip,  among  other  constitutions,  ordained  through 

n»»»»,  or  all  churches  and  chapels,  under  pain  of  excommunication,  that  no 
6  *!uu"  man  should  abstain  from  bodily  labours  upon  certain  saints'1  days,  as 
is  before  mentioned ;  which  fact  of  his  is  not  a  little  noted  in  our 
monkish  histories. 

This  Simon  built  Canterbury  College  in  Oxford. 


THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THIS  FOURTH  BOOK. 

Ann-  Forasmuch  as  Satan,  being  chained  up  all  this  while  for  the  space 
lil  prtd".  of  a  thousand  years,  beginneth  about  this  time  to  be  loosed  and  to 
The  loot-  come  abroad,  according  to  the  forewarning  of  St.  John's  Revelation  : 
ofslitlii.  therefore,  to  conclude  the  Fourth  Book,  wherein  sufficiently  hath  been 
described  the  excessive  pride  and  pomp  of  Antichrist,  flourishing  in 

(I)  Ex  Chro  Alban.  («t  Ex  Chro.  Alban.  (J)  Kx  Chio.  Alban. 
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his  raft  and  security,  from  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  hither-  Edword 
to:  now  (Christ  willing  and  assisting  us  thereunto)  we  mind  in  these 


latter  books  hereafter  following,  in  order  of  history  to  express  the  A.  p. 
latter  persecutions  and  horrible  troubles  of  the  church,  raised  up  by 
Satan  in  his  minister  Antichrist ;  with  the  resistance  again  of  Christ's 
churcli  against  him.  And  so  to  prosecute,  by  the  merciful  grace  of 
Christ,  the  proceeding  and  course  of  times,  till  we  come  at  length  to 
the  fall  and  ruin  of  the  said  Antichrist ;  to  the  intent  that  if  any  be 
in  such  error  as  to  think  that  Antichrist  is  yet  to  come,  he  may  con- 
sider and  ponder  well  the  tragical  rages,  the  miserable  and  most  sor- 
rowful persecutions,  murders,  and  vexations,  of  these  latter  three 
hundred  years  now  following;  and  then,  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  be 
j  ut  out  of  all  doubt,  and  know  that  not  only  Antichrist  is  already 
come,  but  also  know  where  he  sitteth,  and  how  he  is  now  falling 
apace  (the  Lord  Christ  be  thanked  for  ever !)  to  his  decay  and 
confusion. 
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BOOK  V. 

CONTAINING 

THE  LAST  THREE  HUNDRED  YEARS  FROM  THE  LOOSING  OUT 

OF  SATAN.' 


///. 


Thus  having  discoursed  in  these  former  books  of  the  order  and 
course  of  years,  from  the  first  tying  up  of  Satan  unto  the  year  of  our 
A.  D.  Lord  1360, 1  have  a  little  overpassed  the  stint  of  time  in  the  Scripture 
l3fi0-  appointed  for  the  loosing  out  of  him  again.    For  so  it  is  written  by 
St.  John  [Apoc.  xx.],  that  "  after  a  thousand  years,  Satan,  the  old 
dragon,  sliall  be  let  loose  again  for  a  season,"  &c. 
Ti.cycm     Fot  the  better  explanation  of  the  which  mystery,  let  us  first  con- 
nnMttog  8^er  *hc  context  of  the  Scripture ;  afterwards  let  us  examine,  by 
Mm  ex  ^story  m^  ^e  course  of  times,  the  meaning  of  the  same.  And  first, 
"  to  recite  the  words  of  the  Apocalypse ;  the  text  of  the  prophecy  is 
this : — "  And  I  saw  an  angel  descending  from  heaven,  having  a  key 
of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  a  great  chain  in  his  hand.  And  he  took  the 
dragon,  the  old  serpent,  which  is  the  Devil  and  Satan,  and  bound  him 
for  a  thousand  years,  and  put  him  in  the  bottomless  dungeon  and 
shut  him  up,  and  signed  him  with  his  seal,  that  he  should  no  more 
seduce  the  Gentiles,  till  a  thousand  years  were  expired.    And  after 
that  he  must  be  loosed  again  for  a  little  space  of  time.    And  I  saw 
scats,  and  they  sat  upon  them,  and  judgment  was  given  unto  them ; 
and  the  souls  I  saw  of  them  which  were  beheaded  for  the  testimony 
of  Jesus."    By  these  words  of  the  Revelation,  here  recited,  throe 
special  times  are  to  be  noted. 

First,  The  being  abroad  of  Satan  to  deceive  the  world. 
Secondly,  The  binding  up  of  him. 

Thirdly,  The  loosing  out  of  him  again,  after  a  thousand  years 
consummate,  for  a  time, 
mc  put«  Concerning  the  interpretation  of  which  times,  I  sec  the  common 
Apo^'xx.  opinion  of  many  to  be  deceived  by  ignorance  of  histories,  and  the 
Mi'foMhc  8tate  °^  thing8  ^one  m  the  church ;  they  supposing  that  the  chaining 
win?  up  of  Satan  for  a  thousand  years,  spoken  of  in  the  Revelation,  was 
meant  from  the  birth  of  Clirist  our  Lord.  Wherein  I  grant  that 
spiritually  the  strength  and  dominion  of  Satan,  in  accusing  and  con- 
demning us  for  sin,  was  cast  down  at  the  passion  and  by  the  passion 
of  Christ  our  Saviour,  and  locked  up,  not  only  for  a  thousand  years, 

(I)  Edition  1S63,  p.  74    Ed.  1570,  p.  493.    Ed.  1376,  p.  4(1.  Ed.  15M,  p.  »7.   Ed.  15t«,  p.  M 
Ed.  16M,  yol.  L  p.  4S1.-ED. 
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but  for  ever  and  ever.    Albeit,  as  touching  the  malicious  liatrcd  and,  Kaw,,ni 

fury  of  that  serpent  against  the  outward  bodies  of  Christ's  poor  saints  — 

(which  is  the  heel  of  Christ),  to  afflict  and  torment  the  church  out-  A.  I), 
wardly ;  that  I  judge  to  be  meant  in  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  not  l,iG0- 
to  be  restrained  till  the  ceasing  of  those  terrible  persecutions  of  the 
primitive  church,  at  the  time  when  it  pleased  God  to  pity  the  sorrow-  what  th© 


Jul  affliction  of  his  poor  flock,  being  so  long  under  persecution,  the  .dan8  ° 
space  of  three  hundred  years,  and  so  to  assuage  their  griefs  and  tor-  ^Jjj,  jn 
men  Is  \  which  is  meant  by  the  binding  up  of  Satan,  worker  of  all  scrij.ture. 
those  mischiefs :  understanding  thereby,  that  forasmuch  as  the  devil, 
the  prince  of  this  world,  had  now,  by  the  death  of  Christ  the  Son  of 
God,  lost  all  his  power  and  interest  against  the  soul  of  man,  he  should 
turn  his  furious  rage  and  malice,  which  he  had  to  Christ,  against  the 
people  of  Christ,  which  is  meant  by  the  heel  of  the  seed  [Gen.  iii.], 
in  tormenting  their  outward  bodies ;  which  yet  should  not  be  for  ever, 
but  for  a  determinate  time,  when  it  should  please  the  Lord  to  bridle 
the  malice,  and  snaffle  the  power,  of  the  old  serpent,  and  give  rest 
unto  his  church  for  the  term  of  a  thousand  years ;  which  time  being 
expired,  the  said  serpent  should  be  suffered  loose  again  for  a  certain 
or  a  small  time.   [Apoc.  xx.J 

And  thus  to  expound  this  prophetical  place  of  Scripture,  I  am  led  Three 
by  three  reasons ;  mt*m. 

The  first  is,  for  that  the  binding  up  of  Satan,  and  closing  him  in  The  nr»t 
the  bottomless  pit  by  the  angel,  importeth  as  much  as  that  he  was  at 
liberty,  raging  and  doing  mischief  before.  And,  ccrtes,  those  so  ter- 
rible and  so  horrible  persecutions  of  the  primitive  time  universally 
through  the  whole  world,  during  the  space  of  three  hundred  years  of 
the  church,  do  declare  no  less.  Wherein  it  is  to  be  thought  and 
supposed  that  Satan,  all  thai  time,  was  not  fastened  and  closed  up. 

The  second  reason  moving  me  to  think  that  the  closing  up  of  Satan  Tin 
was  after  the  ten  persecutions  of  the  primitive  church,  is  taken  out  of" 
the  twelfth  chapter  of  the  Apocalypse  ;  where  we  read,  that  after  the 
woman,  meaning  the  church,  had  travailed  forth  her  man-child,  the 
old  dragon,  the  devil,  the  same  time  being  cast  down  from  heaven, 
drawing  the  third  part  of  the  stars  with  him,  stood  before  the  woman 
with  great  anger,  and  persecuted  her  (that  is,  the  church  of  God) 
with  a  whole  flood  of  water  (that  is,  with  abundance  of  all  kinds  of 
torments),  and  from  thence  went,  moreover,  to  fight  against  the 
residue  of  her  seed,  and  stood  upon  the  sands  of  the  sea ;  whereby 
it  appeareth  that  he  was  not  as  yet  locked  up. 

The  third  reason  I  collect  out  of  the  Apocalypse,  chapter  xiii.,  The  third 
where  it  is  written  of  the  beast,  signifying  the  imperial  monarchy  of  JJJXm, 
Rome,  that  he  had  power  to  make  war  forty  and  two  months;  by 
which  months  is  meant,  no  doubt,  the  time  tliat  the  dragon  and  the 
persecuting  emperors  should  have  in  afflicting  the  saints  of  the  primi- 
tive church.    The  computation  of  which  forty-two  montlis  (counting  Forty-two 
every  month  for  a  Sabbath  of  years ;  that  is,  for  seven  years,  after  the  iTthS* 
order  of  Scripture),  riscth  to  the  sum  (counting  from  the  passion  of  ^T'*'*1 
the  Lord  Christ)  of  three  hundred  years,  lacking  six  ;  at  which  time  mined. 
Maxentius,  the  last  persecutor  in  Rome,  fighting  against  Constantine, 
was  drowned  with  his  soldiers,  like  as  Pharaoh,  persecuting  the  children 
of  Israel,  was  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea.    Unto  the  which  forty-two 


'  second 
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Kdtmrd  months,  or  Sabbaths  of  years,  if  ye  add  the  other  six  years  wherein 

 '—  Licinius  persecuted  in  the  East,  ye  shall  find  just  three  hundred 

A.  .  years,  as  is  specified  before  in  the  first  book  of  this  volume. 
*360,__     After  the  which  forty  and  two  months  were  expired,  manifest  it  is 
Wh,t     that  the  fury  of  Satan,  that  is,  his  violent  malice  and  power  over  the 
tin       s^1118  °f  Christ,  was  diminished  and  restrained  universally  throughout 
ti«i  up.  the  whole  world. 

Thus  then,  the  matter  standing  evident  that  Satan,  after  three 
hundred  years,  counting  from  the  passion  of  Christ,  began  to  be 
chained  up,  at  which  time  the  persecution  of  the  primitive  church 
began  to  cease,  now  let  us  see  now  long  this  binding  up  of  Satan 
should  continue,  which  was  promised  in  the  Book  of  the  Revelation 
to  be  a  thousand  years  ;  which  thousand  years,  if  ye  add  to  the  forty- 
Ab  "t     two  months  of  years,  that  is,  to  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  years, 
rXli?*  they  make  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  years  after  the 
h?oUrM  pa*8'011  °f  the  Lord.    To  these,  moreover,  add  the  thirty  years  of 
b>  the    the  age  of  Christ,  and  it  cometli  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1824,  which 
the  Aptn  was  tne  year  of  the  letting  out  of  Satan,  according  to  the  prophecy 
cuiypee.  in  the  Apocalypse. 


A  TABLE  CONTAINING  THE  TIME  OF  THE  PERSECUTION  BOTH 
OF  THE  PRIMITIVE,  AND  OF  THE  LATTER  CHURCH,  WITH 
THE  COUNT  OF  YEARS  FROM  THE  FIRST  BINDING  UP  OF 
SATAN,  TO  HIS  LOOSING  AGAIN,  AFTER  THE  MIND  OF  THE 
APOCALYPSE. 

The  first  persecution  of  the  primitive  church,  beginning  at  the 
tliirtieth  year  of  Christ,  was  prophesied  to  continue  forty-two  months; 
that  is,  till  a.  d.  294. 

The  ceasing  of  the  last  persecution  of  the  primitive  church  by  the 
hw/w-r-  death  of  Licinius,  the  last  persecutor,  began  in  the  three  hundred 
and  twenty-fourth  year  from  the  nativity  of  Christ ;  which  was  from 
the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  years. 
The  binding  up  of  Satan  after  peace  given  to  the  church,  counting 
sluL.    "*°ni  the  thirty  years  of  Christ,  began  a.d.  294,  and  lasted  a  thou- 
sand years,  that  is,  counting  from  the  thirtieth  year  of  Christ,  to  the 
year  1294. 

About  which  year,  pope  Boniface  VIII.  was  pope,  and  made  the 
sixth  Iwok  of  the  Decretals,  confirmed  the  orders  of  friars,  and  pri- 
vileged them  with  great  freedoms ;  as  appeareth  by  his  constitution, 
4  Super  Cathedram.    a.d.  1294. 

U  nto  the  which  count  of  years  doth  not  much  disagree  that  which 
I  found  in  a  certain  old  chronicle  prophesied  and  written  in  the  latter 
end  of  a  book ;  which  book  was  written,  as  it  scemeth,  by  a  monk  of 
Dover,  and  remaineth  yet  in  the  custody  of  William  Cary,  a  citizen 
The  time  of  London  ;  alleging  the  prophecy  of  one  Hayncard,  a  Grey-friar, 
grounded  upon  the  authority  of  Joachim  the  abbot,  prophesying 
that  Antichrist  should  be  born  the  year  from  the  nativity  of  Christ 
1260 ;  which  is,  counting  after  the  Lord's  passion,  the  very  same 
year  and  time  when  the  orders  of  friars,  both  Dominies  and  Fran- 
ciscans, began  first  to  be  set  up  by  pope  Honorius  III.  and  by  pope 
Gregorius  IX.,  which  was  the  year  of  our  Lord,  counting  from  his 
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passion,  a.d.  1226;  and  counting  from  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  Bd^nt 

wiis  the  year  1260.    Whereof  these  verses,  prophesying  tht  coming  -JOl... 

of  Antichrist,  in  the  author  were  written  : —  A.I). 

l.'iGQ. 

"  Cum  fuerint  anni  eompleti  mille  ducenti, 
Et  deeies  seni  post  partum  Virginia  alnue : 
Tunc  Antichristus  nuscetur  diem  one  pleniw." 

And  these  verses  were  written,  as  appeareth  by  the  said  author, 
a.d.  1285. 

These  things  thus  premised  for  the  loosing  out  of  Satan,  according 
to  the  prophecy  of  the  Apocalypse,  now  let  us  enter  (Christ  willing) 
upon  tne  declaration  of  these  latter  times  which  followed  after  the 
letting  out  of  Satan  into  the  world ;  describing  the  wondrous  per- 
turbations and  cruel  tyranny  stirred  up  by  him  against  Christ's 
church,  and  also  the  valiant  resistance  of  the  church  of  Christ  against 
him  and  Antichrist,  as  in  these  our  books  here  under  following  may 
appear,  the  argument  of  which  consistcth  in  two  parts  :   first,  to  Arpu- 
treat  of  the  raging  fury  of  Satan  now  loosed,  and  of  Antichrist,  5^i£L 
against  the  saints  of  Christ  fighting  and  travailing  for  the  mainte-  aft«  fi- 
nance of  truth,  and  the  reformation  of  the  church.    Secondly,  to  °M",K' 
declare  the  decay  and  ruin  of  the  said  Antichrist,  through  the  power 
of  the  word  of  God ;  being  at  length,  cither  in  a  great  part  of  the 
world  overthrown,  or,  at  least,  universally  in  the  whole  world 
detected. 

Thus  then  to  begin  with  the  year  of  our  Lord  1360,  wherein  I  a.d.imo 
have  a  little,  as  is  aforesaid,  transgressed  the  stint  of  the  first  loosing  a  brief 
out  of  Satan :  we  are  come  now  to  the  time  wherein  the  Lord,  after  ^fcStSiu 
.long  darkness,  beginneth  some  reformation  of  his  church,  by  the  hw,n"d 
diligent  industry  of  sundry  his  faithful  ami  learned  servants,  of  whom  which 
divers  already  wc  have  fore-touched  in  the  former  book  ;  as  Guliel.  5J»p5r 
dc  Sancto  Amore,  Marsilius  Patavinus,  Ockam,  Robertas  Gallus,  H^JJ*' 
Robcrtus  Grosthead,  Petrus  de  Cugneriis,  Johannes  Rupcscissanus,  p°i*- 
Conradus  Hagcr,  Johannes  de  Poliaco,  Cesenas,  with  others,  who 
withstood  the  corrupt  errors  and  intolerable  enormities  of  the  bishop 
of  Rome,  besides  those  who  about  these  times  were  put  to  death  by 
the  said  bishop  of  Rome,  as  Castilio  and  Franciscus  de  Arcatara  in 
the  book  before  recorded;  also  the  two  Franciscans,  martyrs,  who 
were  bumed  at  Avignon,  mentioned  p.  710. 

Now  to  these  (the  Lord  willing)  we  will  add  such  other  holy 
martyrs  and  confessors,  who  following  after  in  the  course  of  years 
with  like  zeal  and  strength  of  God's  word,  and  also  with  like  danger 
of  their  lives,  gave  the  like  resistance  against  the  enemy  of  Christ's 
religion,  and  suffered  at  his  hands  the  like  persecutions.     First,  The  »u- 
beginning  with  that  godly  man,  whosoever  he  was,  the  author  of  the  pjjjjfftj?" 
book  (his  name  I  have  not)  entitled  '  The  Prayer  and  Complaint  of  "™£*T 
the  Ploughman  ;*  written,  as  it  appeareth,  about  this  present  time,  not 

This  book,  as  it  was  faithfully  set  forth  by  William  Tindal,  so  1  k"own 
have  as  truly  distributed  the  same  abroad  to  the  reader's  hands ; 
neither  changing  any  thing  of  the  matter,  nor  altering  many  words  of 
the  phrase  thereof.  Although  the  oldness  and  age  of  his  speech  and 
terms  be  almost  grown  now  out  of  use,  yet  I  thought  it  best,  both 
for  the  utility  of  the  book  to  reserve  it  from  oblivion,  as  also  in  his 
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own  language  to  let  it  go  abroad,  for  the  more  credit  and  testimony 
of  the  true  antiquity  of  the  same ;  adding  withal  in  the  margin,  for 
A.  D.  t}lc  better  understanding  of  the  reader,  some  interpretation  of  certain 
difficult  terms  and  speeches,  which  otherwise  might  perhaps  hinder 


or  stay  the  reader.  The  matter  of  this  complaining  prayer  of  the 
ploughman  thus  procccdcth  :  — 

An  olde  Bookc  intituled,  the  Ploughmans  Prayer,'  written  as  it 
scemcth  about  Wicklifles  time. 

The  com-  Iesu  Christ  that  was  ybore  of  the  mayde  Marye,  haut  on  thy  poorc  seruantes 
piuynt  of  mercy  and  pitye,  and  helpe  them  in  their  great  nede  to  fighte  agaynst  synne, 
pilrj'to  "Nd  against  tlie  tKuil  that  is  autor  of  synne,  and  more  nedc  nes  ther  neuer  to  cry 
iiicsa  to  Christ  for  help,  then  it  is  right  now.  For  it  is  fulfilled  that  God  sayd  by 
ume».  tne  prop],et :  ye  ryseth  vp  crlicb  to  folow  dronkennes,  and  to  drink'e  tyll 

it  be  euen,  the  harpe  and  other  minstrelsyes  beeth  in  your  feastea  and  wyne. 
But  the  worke  of  God  ye  ne  beholdeth  not,  ne  taketh  no  kepe  to  the  workes  of 
hys  hands:  And  therefore  my  people  is  take  prisoner,  for  they  ne  had  no 
cunnyng.  And  the  noble  men  of  my  people  deyeden  for  hunger,  and  the  mul- 
titude of  my  people  weren  drye  for  thyrst,  and  therefore  hell  hath  drawen  abroade 
their  soule,  and  hath  yopened  hys  mouth  withouten  any  ende.  And  cftxoncs 
sayth  Isay  the  prophet :  The  word  is  iloten  away,  and  the  hyghnes  of  the  people 
is  ymade  sycke,  and  the  earth  is  infect  of  his  wonnyers,  for  they  hauc  broken 
my  lawes,  and  yclmunged  my  ryght,  and  han  destroyed  myne  euerlastyug  bonde 
and  forward 1  betwene  them  ana  me.  And  therefore  cursing  shall  deuoure  the 
earth,  and  they  that  wonneth  on  the  erthly  shullcn  done  synne.  And  therefore 
the  earth  tilyars  shullen  waxe  woode,  and  fewe  men  shullcn  ben  yleft  vpon  the 
earth.  And  yet  sayth  Isay  the  prophet,  this  sayth  God,  for  as  much  as  this 
peple  nigheth  me  with  their  mouth,  and  glorifieth  me  with  their  lips,  and  their 
hart  is  farre  from  mce.  And  they  han  ydrad  more  mens  coramaundement, 
Uien  myne,  and  more  drawe  to  their  doctrines,  then  myne.  Therefore  will  I 
make  a  great  wondring  vnto  this  people,  wisedome  shall  perish  away  from  wise 
men,  and  vnderstanding  of  ready  men  shal  bee  yhid.  And  so  it  seemeth  that 
an  other  saying  of  Isay  is  fulfilled,  there  as  God  bade  him  goe  teach  the  people, 
and  sayd  goe  forth  and  say  to  this  people :  Fares  haue  ye,  and  vnderstand  ye 
not,  and  eyes  yee  haue  sight  ne  know  ye  not  Make  blynde  the  hart  of  this 
people,  and  make  their  cares  beany,  and  close  their  eyen,  least  he  sea  with  his 
eyen,  and  yheare  with  his  cares,  and  vnderstande  with  his  hart,  and  by  yturoed, 
and  ych  heale  hym  of  hys  sicknesse.  And  Isay  sayd  to  God :  How  long  Lord 
shal  this  be  ?  And  God  said :  For  to  that  the  cities  ben  desolate  withouten  a 
wonnicr,  and  an  house  wythouten  a  man. 

Here  is  mychel  nedc  for  to  make  sorow,  and  to  crye  to  our  Lord  Iesu  Christ 
hertilich  for  helpe  and  for  succour,  that  hec  wole  forgeue  vs  our  sinnes,  and 
geue  vs  grace  and  conning  to  semen  him  better  here  after.    And  God  of  hys 
endles  mercy  geue  vs  grace  and  conning  trulich  to  tcllcn  which  is  Christes 
law  in  helping  of  mens  soules,  for  we  beth  lewde  men,  and  Binneful  men,  and 
vncunning,  and  if  he  woll  be  our  helpe  and  our  succor,  we  shullen  wel  per- 
faurme  our  purpose.  Andyblesscd  bee  our  Lordc  God  that  hideth  his  wisedome 
from  wise  men,  and  fro  ready  men,  and  teacheth  it  to  small  children,  as  Christ 
teacheth  in  the  gospel. 
The  Uw      Christen  men  hauc  a  law  to  keepe,  the  which  law  hath  twe  parties.  Beleue 
ituHicth1  m  Christ  that  is  God,  and  is  the  foundment  of  theyr  law,  and  vpon  this 
on  two    foundemcnt,  as  he  sayd  to  Peter,  and  the  gospel  beareth  witnes,  he  woll 
V"**      byelden  his  church,  and  this  is  the  first  partte  of  Christes  law.    The  second 
partie  of  this  law  beth  Christes  commaundmentes  that  beth  written  in  the  gospel 
and  more  verilich  in  Christen  mens  hartcs. 

And  as  touching  the  beleue,  we  beleuen  that  Christ  is  God,  and  that  there 
ne  is  no  god  but  he.  We  beleuen  neuerthelcsse  that  in  the  Godhead  there 
bene  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Sonne,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  al  these 
three  persons  ben  one  God,  and  not  many  gods,  and  al  they  beth  ylich  mightic, 

(1)  This  Interesting  document  is  Riven  in  every  Edition  hut  the  First  and  the  Third,— En 

2>  "  Forward,"  that  is,  covenaut. 
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ylich  good,  and  ylich  wise,  and  euer  haue  ben,  and  euer  shullen  ben.  We  BJwird 
beleuen  this  God  made  the  world  of  nought,  and  man  he  made  after  hys  owne  11 
likcnesse  in  Paradise  that  was  a  lande  of  blisse,  and  gaue  him  that  land  for  his  ^  ^ 
heritage,  and  bad  him  that  he  shoulde  not  eate  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  j 
and  euil,  tlmt  was  a  midde  Paradise.1  Then  the  diuell  that  was  fallen  out  _J — '— 
of  hcauen  for  his  pride,  had  enuie  to  man,  and  by  a  false  suggestion  he  made 
man  eate  of  this  tree,  and  breake  the  commaundemcnt  of  God,  and  tho  was 
man  oucrcome  of  the  deuil,  and  so  he  lost  his  heritage,  and  was  put 
out  thereof  into  the  world  that  was  a  land  of  trauel,  and  of  sorow  vnder 
the  feends  thraldome,  to  be  punished  fur  his  trespasse.  There  man  followed 
wickednesse  and  sinne,  and  God  for  the  sinne  of  man  sent  a  floud  into  this 
world,  and  drownd  al  mankinde  saue  eight  soules.  And  after  this  flud  he  let 
men  multiply  in  the  world,  and  so  hee  assayed  whether  man  dread  him  or 
loued  him,  and  among  other  he  found  a  man  that  hight  Abraham :  this  man  Abraham, 
he  proued  whether  he  loued  him  and  drad  him,  and  bad  him  that  hee  should 
ofteren  Isaac  his  son  vppon  an  hil,  and  Abraham  as  a  true  seruant  fulfilled  the 
Lords  commaundmcnt :  and  for  this  buxumnessc  and  tntth,  God  swore  vnto 
Abraham  that  he  would  multiplie  his  seed  os  the  grauel  in  the  sea,  and  as  the 
stars  of  heauen,  and  he  behight  to  him  and  to  his  neires  the  land  of  brhest  for 
heritage  for  euer,  gif  they  woldcn  ben  his  true  seruauntes  and  keepe  his  hestes. 
And  God  helde  him  forward,*  for  Isaac  Abrahams  son  begat  Iacob  and  Esau : 
and  of  Iacob  that  is  yclcped  Israel,  comen  Gods  people  that  he  chose  to  be  his 
seruants,  and  to  whom  he  behight  the  land  of  behest.  This  people  was  in  great 
thraldom  in  Egypt  vnder  Pharoo  that  was  king  of  Egypt :  and  they  crieden  to 
God  that  hee  shoulde  deliueren  them  out  of  that  thraldome,  and  so  hee  did  : 
for  he  sent  to  Pharao,  Moses  and  his  brother  Aaron,  and  bad  him  deliuer  his 
people  to  done  him  sacrifices  :  and  to  fore  Pharao  he  made  Moses  done  manie 
wonders,  or  that  Pharao  would  deliuer  his  people,  and  at  the  last  by  might  hee 
deliuered  his  people  out  of  thraldome,  and  led  them  through  a  desert  towarde 
the  land  of  behest,  and  there  he  gaue  them  a  lawe  that  they  shulden  lyuen  after, 
when  they  comen  into  their  countrey,  and  in  their  way  thither  ward,  the  ten 
commanndementes  God  wrote  himselfe  in  two  tables  of  stone :  the  remnant 
of  the  law  he  taught  them  by  Moses  his  seruant  how  they  shoulden  doe  eucry 
chone  to  other,  and  gif  they  trespassed  again  the  law,  he  ordeined  how  they 
shoulden  be  punished.  Also  he  taught  them  what  maner  sacrifices  they  should 
do  to  him,  and  he  chose  him  a  people  to  been  his  priests,  that  was  Aaron  and 
his  children,  to  done  sacrifices  in  the  tabernacle,  and  afterward  in  the  temple 
also.  He  chese  him  the  remnant  of  the  children  of  Leuy  to  ben  seruauuts  in 
the  tabernacle  to  the  priestes,  and  he  said :  When  ye  come  into  the  land  of 
behest,  the  children  of  Leuy  they  shullen  haue  none  heritage  amongst  their 
brethren,  for  I  would  be  their  part,  and  their  heritage,  and  they  shullen  serue 
me  in  the  tabernacle  by  dayes  and  by  nightes,  and  he  ordeined  that  priestes 
should  haue  a  part  of  the  sacrifices  that  wer  offred  in  the  tabernacle,  and  the 
first  begotten  beastes,  both  of  men  and  beastes  and  other  things  as  the  lawe 
telleth.  And  the  other  children  of  Leuy  that  serued  in  the  tabernacle,  should 
haue  tythings  of  the  people  to  their  lyuelode,  of  the  which  tvthings  they  should 
geuen  the  priestes  the  tenth  partie  in  forme  of  ofFeryng.  The  children  of  Leu^ 
both  priestes  and  other,  should  haue  houses  and  crafts,  and  lesewes  for  their 
beastes  in  the  land  of  behest,  and  none  other  heritage  :  and  so  God  gaue  them 
their  land  of  behest,  and  bade  them  that  they  ne  should  worship  no  other  God 
then  him.  Also  he  bade  that  they  should  kepe  his  commaundementes,  and  gife 
they  did  so,  all  their  enemies  about  them  sliula  drede  them  and  be  their  seruantes. 
And  gife  they  worshipped  false  gods,  and  so  forsaken  his  lawes,  he  behight  them 
that  he  would  bring  them  out  of  that  land  and  make  them  serue  their  enemies, 
but  yet  hee  said  hee  would  not  benemen  his  mercie  away  from  them,  if  they 
would  cry  mercie  and  amend  their  defautes,  and  all  this  was  done  on  Gods 
aide. 

And  here  is  much  loue  showed  of  God  to  man.    And  who  so  lookcth  the  oods 
bible,  hee  shall  finde  that  man  showed  him  little  loue  agoineward :  for  when  low «« 
they  were  come  into  their  heritage,  they  forgetten  their  God,  and  worshipped 
false  gods.    And  God  sent  to  them  the  prophetes  and  his  seruants  feile  times1 

(I)  "  A  midde  ParKliw,"  in  the  mlddeit  of  Paradi*.      (2)  "  Heldc  him  forward,"  kept  promise 
with  him.  (3)  "  Feilc  time*,"  oft  Hmw. 
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F.iiwftrd  to  bid  them  withdrawen  them  from  their  sinnes,  and  other  they  haue  slowen 
11 1-  them,  or  they  beaten  them,  or  they  led  them  in  prison  :  and  oft  times  God 
.  n  tooke  vppon  them  great  vengeance  for  their  sinnes,  and  when  they  cried  after 
helpen  to  God,  he  sent  them  helpe  and  succour.  This  is  the  generall  processe 
.  of  the  Old  Testament,  that  God  gaue  to  his  people  by  Moses  his  seruant  And 
all  this  testament  and  this  doing  ne  was  but  a  shadow  and  a  figure  of  a 
new  Testament  that  was  giuen  by  Christ.  And  it  was  byhoten  by  leremie 
the  prophet,  as  S.  Paul  beareth  witnes  in  the  epistle  that  he  writeth  to  the 
lewes.  And  leremie  saith  in  this  wise :  Loe  dayes  shall  come,  God  saith, 
and  I  will  make  a  newe  bande  to  the  house  of  Israel,  and  to  the  house  of 
Iuda,  not  like  the  forward  that  I  made  with  their  fathers  in  that  day  that 
I  tooke  their  hande  to  led  them  out  of  the  lande  of  Egypt,  the  which  for- 
ward they  maden  vein,  and  I  had  lordship  ouer  them.  But  this  shal  be  the 
forward  that  I  wold  make  with  them  after  those  daies:  I  will  giue  my 
lawes  with  them  in  their  inwardnesse,  and  I  wil  wryten  them  in  their 
harts,  and  I  wil  be  their  God,  and  they  should  be  my  people,  and  after 
that  a  man  shall  not  teach  his  neighbour  ne  his  brother,  for  all  (God 
saith)  from  the  least  to  the  most,  should  know  me,  for  I  will  forgeuen 
them  their  sinnes,  and  will  no  more  thinke  on  theyr  sinnes. 

This  is  the  newe  testament,  that  Christ,  both  God  and  man  borne  of  the 
mayd  Mary,  he  taught  here  in  this  world,  to  bring  man  out  of  sinne  and 
out  of  the  deuils  thraldome  and  seruice,  to  heauen,  that  is  land  of  blisse 
and  heritage  to  all  tho  that  beleeuen  on  him  and  kepen  his  commaundementes, 
and  for  his  teaching  he  was  done  to  the  death.  But  the  third  day  arose 
againe  from  death  to  life,  and  sette  Adam  and  Eue  and  many  other  folke, 
out  of  hell,  and  afterward  bee  came  to  his  disciples  and  comforted  them.  After 
he  sticd  vp  to  heauen  to  his  father,  and  tho  he  sent  the  Holy  Ghost  amonges 
his  disciples :  and  in  time  comming  he  woll  come  and  demen  all  mankinde 
after  their  workes,  and  after  the  word  she  spake  vpon  earth  :  some  to  blisse, 
within  body  and  in  soul  euer  withouten  end,  and  some  to  paine  withouten 
end,  both  in  body  and  in  soule. 

This  is  our  beleeue  and  all  Christen  mens,  and  this  beleue  is  the  first 

jit  of  the  newe  Testament  that  ych  christen  man  is  holde  stedfastly  to 
eue,  and  rather  to  suffer  the  death  than  forsaken  this  beleue,  and  so  "this 
beleue  is  the  bread  of  spiritual  life,  in  forsaking  sinne,  that  Christ  brought  vs 
to  life. 

But  for  as  much  as  mnnnos  liuing  ne  stondeth  not  all  onlych  by  bread,  he  hath 
y-giuen  vs  a  draught  of  water  of  life  to  drinke.  And  who  that  drinketh  of  that 
water,  he  ne  shall  neuer  afterward  ben  a  thurst.  For  this  water  is  the  clere 
teaching  of  the  gospel,  that  encloseth  seuen  commaundemento. 

Spcciail       The  furst  is  this :  Thou  shalt  louc  thy  God  ouer  all  other  things,  and  thy 

preccpti   brother  as  thy  selfe,  both  cnemie  and  frend. 

ofthego"-     The  second  commaundement  is  of  meckenesse,  in  the  which  Christ  chargeth 
pell.       vs  to  forsake  lordship  vpon  our  brethren  and  other  worldly  worships,  and  so  he 
did  himselfe. 

The  third  commaundement,  is  in  standing  stedfastlich  in  truth  and  forsaking 

all  falsenesse. 

The  fourth  commaundement,  is  to  suffer  in  this  world  diseases  and  wrongs 
withouten  ageinstondinges. 

The  fifth  commaundement  is  merr.e,  to  forgeuen  our  brethren  their  trcspasse, 
as  often  time  as  they  gylteth,  without  asking  of  vengeance. 

The  sixth  commandement  is  poorenes  in  spirite,  but  not  to  ben  a  begger. 
The  seuenth  commaundement,  is  chastitie  :  that  is  a  forsaking  of  fleshlych 
likinges  displeasing  to  God.    Thme  commaundementes  enclosen  the  ten  com- 
maundementes of  the  old  law,  and  somewhat  more. 
chrUtet      This  water  is  a  blessed  drinke  for  christen  mens  soule.    But  more  hanne  is, 
mucn  f(,^e  wou,d  drink  of       woter«  Dut  tncy  tnowe  not  come  thereto :  for 
f;"m       God  saith  by  Ezechicl  the  prophet :  When  iche  geue  to  you  the  most  cleane 
cleane      water  to  drinke,  ye  troubled  that  water  with  your  feete,  and  that  water  is 
compelled  so  defouled,  ye  geue  my  shepe  to  drinke.    But  the  cleane  water  is  yhid  fro 
m  drinke  the  shepe,  and  but  gif  God  cleare  this,  it  is  dread  least  the  shepe  dyen  for 
pudddl.    thurst    And  Christ  that  is  the  wisedome  of  the  father  of  heauen,  and  well 
of  this  wisdome  that  come  from  heauen  to  earth  to  teach  man  this  wisedome, 
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thorow  the  which  man  should  ouercomc  the  sleigh  tes  of  the  deuill  that  is  Xaumrd 
prineipall  enemy  of  mankind :  haue  mercy  and  pitye  of  hi»  people,  and  shew 
if  it  he  hia  wil  how  this  water  is  troubled,  and  by  whom  :  and  sith1  clere  j^  d 
this  water  that  his  shepe  mowne  drinken  herof,  and  kele  the  thurst  of  their 

soules.    Blessed  mote  oiur  Lord  ben,  for  he  hath  itaught  vs  in  the  gospell,  

that  ere  than  hee  woulde  come  to  the  vniuersall  dome,  then  should  come 
manie  in  his  name  and  sayen,  that  they  weren  Christ ;  and  they  shoulden 
done  many  wonders,  and  begilen  manie  men.  And  manie  false  prophets 
shoulden  arisen  and  begylen  much  folke. 

A  Lord,  yblessed  mote  thou  ben  of  euerich  creature :  which  ben  they  that 
haue  ysaid  that  they  weren  Christ  and  haue  begiled  thus  thy  people? 
Trulich  Lord  I  trow,  thilke  that  sayen  that  they  ben  in  thy  steed,  and 
Dinemen1  thy  worship,  and  maken  thy  people  worshippen  them  as  God,  and 
haue  hid  thy  lawes  from  the  people.  Lord,  who  durst  syt  in  thy  steede  and 
benemen  thee  thy  worship  and  thy  sacrifice,  and  durst  maken  the  people 
woorship  them  as  gods  ?  The  Sauter  telles,  that  God  ne  wole  not  in  the  day 
of  dome  demon  men  for  bodilich  sacrifices  and  holocaustes :  But  God  saith, 
yeld  to  me  sacrifice  of  herying,  and  yeld  to  God  thine  auowes,  and  clepe 
me  in  the  day  of  tribulation,  and  ych  wole  defend  thee,  and  shalt  worship  me. 

The  herying  *  of  God  standeth  in  three  things.  In  louing  God  ouer  all  other 
things;  in  dreading  God  ouer  all  other  thinges ;  in  trusting  in  God  ouer 
all  other  things. 

These  three  points  Christ  teacheth  in  the  gospel.    But  I  trow  men  louen  The  ho- 
him  but  a  little.    For  who  so  loueth  Christ,  ne  wole  kepen  his  wordes.  nonring 
But  men  holden  his  wordes  for  heresie  and  follie,  and  kepeth  mens  wordes.  ^*»d^»h 
Also  men  dreden  more  men  and  mens  lawes  and  their  cursings,  then  Christ  in  three 
and  his  lawes  and  his  cursings.    Also  men  hopen  more  in  men  and  mens  tni,,g»- 
helpes,  than  they  doe  in  Christ  and  in  his  helpe.    And  thus  hath  he  that 
setteth  in  God  s  stede,  bynomen  Ciod  these  three  heryinges,  and  maketh 
men  louen  him  and  his  lawes,  more  then  Christ  and  Christes  law,  and 
dreden  him  also.    And  there  as  the  people  shulden  yelde  to  God  their 
vowes,  he  saitb  he  hath  power  to  assoylen  them  of  their  avowes,  and  so 
this  sacrifice  he  nemeth 4  away  from  God.    And  there  as  the  people  should 
cry  to  God  in  the  day  of  tribulation,  he  letteth  them  of  their  crying  to 
God  and  by  nemeth  God  that  worship.    This  day  of  tribulation  is  whan  man 
is  fallen  thorowe  sinne  into  the  deuils  sendee,  and  than  we  shulden  cry  to 
God  after  help,  and  axen  forgeucnes  of  our  sinne,  and  make  great  sorrowe 
for  our  sinne,  and  ben  in  full  will  to  doe  so  no  more  ne  none  other  sin, 
and  that  our  Lord  God  wole  forgeuen  vs  our  sinne,  and  maken  our  soide 
clene.    For  his  mercie  is  endles. 

But  Lord,  here  men  haue  bynomen  thee  much  worship :  for  men  seyn  that  Agnimt 
thou  ne  might  not  cleane  assoylen  vs  of  our  sinne.    But  if  we  knowlegen  our  *ur*cuiar 
sinnes  to  priestes,  and  taken  of  them  a  penance  for  our  sinne  gif  we  mo  wen  ^on* 
speake  with  them. 

A  Lord !  thou  forgaue  sometime  Peter  his  sinnes  and  also  Mary  Magdaleine,  sinne* 
and  manie  other  sinfull  men  withouten  shriuings  to  priestes,  and  taking  pe-  fonpue 
naunce  of  priests  for  their  sinnes.    And  Lord  thou  art  as  mightie  now  as  thou  ^'rift " 
were  that  tyme,  but  gif  any  man  haue  bynomen  thee  thy  might    And  wee 
lewed  men  beleuen,  that  there  nya  no  man  of  so  great  power,  and  gif  any  man 
maketh  himselfc  of  so  great  power  he  heightcth*  himselfe  aboue  God.  And 
S.  Paul  speaketh  of  one  that  sitteth  in  the  temple  of  God  and  highten  him 
aboue  God,  und  gif  any  such  be,  he  is  a  false  Chnst. 

But  hereto  seyn  priests,  that  when  Christ  made  clean  leprous  men,  he  bade  Objection 
them  go  and  shewe  them  to  priestes.    And  therefore  they  seyn  that  it  is  a  ££fiu 
commaundement  of  Christ,  that  a  man  should  shewen  his  sinne  to  priestes.  For  to  main- 
as  they  seyn,  lepre  in  the  old  lawe  betokeneth  sinne  in  this  new  law.    A  Lord 
God !  whether  thine  apostles  knew  not  thy  meaning  as  well  as  men  done  now  t  Agmmg 
And  gif  they  hadden  yknow  that  thou  haddest  commanded  menne  to  shriuen  to  the 
them  to  priests,  and  they  ne  taught  not  that  commaundement  to  the  people,  me  obi«?li«"»- 
thinketb  they  hadden  ben  to  blame :  But  I  trow  they  knewen  well  that  it  was 
none  of  thy  eommandemcnts,  ne  needfull  to  heale  of  mannes  soule.  And  as  me 

(1)  "  81th."  that  la,  afterward*.  (J)  "  Blnetnen,"  that  U.  take  away. 

(31  "  Herying."  that  i»,  worahipping.  (4)  "  Narootb,"  that  it,  taketh. 

(5)  "  Heightcth,"  that  la,  exalteth. 
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thinketh  the  law  of  Icprc,  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  of  shrining :  for  prieates  in 
1JI'  the  old  lawe  hadden  certaine  points  and  tokens  to  know  whether  a  man  were 
A.D.  leprous  or  not:  and  gif  they  were  leprous,  they  hadden  power  to  nutten  them 
1360.  awu>'  from  other  cleane  men,  for  to  that  they  weren  clene,  ana  then  they 

 hadden  power  to  receiuen  him  among  his  brethren,  and  offeren  for  him  a 

sacrifice  to  God. 

This  nvs  nothing  to  the  purpose  of  shrilling.    For  there  nis  but  one  priest, 
that  is  Christ,  that  may  knowe  in  certaine  the  lepre  of  the  soule.  Ne  no  priest 
may  make  the  soule  cleane  of  her  sinne,  but  Christ  that  U  priest  after  Melchise- 
dekes  order :  ne  no  priest  here  beneath  may  ywit  for  certaine  whether  a  man 
be  cleane  of  his  sinne  or  cleane  assoyled,  but  gif  God  tell  it  him  by  reuelation. 
Penance  Ne  God  ordeined  not  that  his  priests  shuld  set  men  a  penaunce  for  their  sinne, 
r»r  »,n' u  after  the  quantitie  of  the  sin,  but  this  is  mans  ordinaunce,  and  it  may  well  bee 
dinaucJ.  that  there  commeth  good  thereof.    But  I  wote  wel  that  God  is  much  vnwor- 
nut  Uudi.  shipped  thereby.    For  men  trust  more  in  his  absolutions,  and  in  his  years 
of  grace,  than  in  Christs  absolutions,  and  therby  is  the  people  much  apayred. 
For  now,  the  sorrow  a  man  should  make  for  his  sin,  is  put  away  by  this  shrift : 
and  a  man  is  more  bold  to  doe  sinne  for  trust  of  this  shrift,  and  of  this  " 
penance. 

Mia-  An  other  mischiefe  is,  that  the  people  is  ybrought  into  this  beleefe,  that 

UwtMM  P"e8t  hath  8  P60*  P°wer  to  assoylen  a  man  of  his  sinne  and  clennere,  then 
ii>  auricu-  another  priest  hath. 

larcon  .       An  other  mischiefe  is  this,  that  some  priest  may  assoilen  them  both  of 
teuton.    a|i(!  pginj,        m  this  they  taken  them  a  power  that  Christ  grauntcd  no 

earth,  ne  he  ne  vsed  it  nought  on  earth  himselfe. 
PitpUh        An  other  mischiefe  is,  that  these  priests  sellen  forgcuenes  of  mens  sinnes  and 
rnarged   absolutions  for  mony,  and  this  is  an  heresie  accursed  that  is  ycleped  simonie 
with       and  all  thilke  priests  that  axeth  price' for  graunting  of  spirituall  grace,  beth  ' 
■huony.    by  holy  lawes  aepriued  of  their  priesthood,  and  thuke  that  assenteth  to  this 
hcresye.  And  be  they  ware,  for  Helyse  the  prophet  toke  no  money  of  Naaman 
when  he  was  made  cleane  of  his  lepre,  but  Giesi  his  seruaunt :  and  therefore 
the  lepre  of  Naaman  abode  with  hhn  and  with  his  heires  euermore  after. 

Here  is  much  matter  of  sorowc,  to  see  the  people  thus  far  ylad  away  from 
God  and  worshupen  a  false  god  in  earth,  that  by  might  and  by  strength  hath 
ydone  away  the  great  sacrifice  of  God  out  of  hys  temple :  of  which  mischiefe 
and  discomfort,  Daniel  maketh  mention,  and  Christ  beareth  thereof  witm  aae  in 
the  gospcll.  Whoe  that  readeth  it  vnderstand  it..  Thus  wee  haue  ytold 
apcrtlic,  how  he  that  saith  he  sittcth  in  Christes  stedc  binemeth*  C  iri-  his 
worship  and  his  sacrifice  of  his  people  and  maketh  the  people  worshepen  hym 
as  a  God  on  earth. 

Cry  we  to  God,  and  knowledge  we  oux  sinnes  euerichone  to  other  as  Seint 
lames  teacheth,  and  pray  we  hartilich  to  God  euerichone  for  other,  and  then 
we  shulen  hopen  forgcuenes  of  our  sinnes.  For  God  that  is  endlcsse  in  merry 
saith,  that  he  ne  will  not  a  sinfull  mans  death,  but  that  he  be  turned  from  |hts 
sin  and  liucn.  And  therefore,  when  he  came  downe  to  saue  mankind,  he  gatie 
vs  a  law  of  loue  and  of  mercie :  and  bade,  gif  a  man  doe  a  trcspa&sc,  amend  him 
priuilich,  and  gif  he  leue  not  his  sinne,  amend  him  before  witnesse :  and  pif  l.c 
ne  amendeth  not,  men  should  tell  to  the  church  ;  and  gif  hee  ne  amendeth  not 
than,  men  shuld  shone  his  company  as  apublicane,  or  a  man  that  is  misbeleued, 
and  this  law  was  yfigured  in  the  lawe  of  lepre,  who  that  readeth  it,  he  may  sec 
the  sooth. 

The  pope  But  Lord  God,  he  that  sitteth  in  thy  stede,  hath  vndoe  thv  lawe  of  mercy 
the"!aw  of  anc*  °^  'oue '  ^or^' tnou  biddest  louen  enemyes  as  our  self;  and  thou  shewest  in 
Ume,  and  *h«  Rospell*  there  as  the  Samaritane  had  mercy  on  the  I  ewe.  And  thou  biddest 
vs  also  pray  en  for  them  that  cursen  vs,  and  that  defamen  vs,  and  pursuen  vs  to 
death.  And  so  Lorde  thou  didst,  and  thine  apostles  also.  But  he  that  clepeth 
himselfe  thy  vicar  on  earth,  and  head  of  thy  church,  he  hath  vndonc  thy  lawe 
of  loue  and  mercie.  For  gif  we  speaken  of  louing  our  ennemies,  hee  teacheth 
v*  to  fight  with  our  enemies,  that  Christ  hath  forbodden.  Hee  curseth  and 
desireth  uengeaunce  to  them  that  so  dooth  to  him.  Gif  any  man  pursueth  him, 
hee  curseth  him,  that  it  is  a  sorowc  a  christen  man  to  hearen  the  cursinges  that 

(1)  "  Beth,"  that  U,  be.  (2)  "  Binemeth,'  taketh  away. 
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they  maken,  and  blasphemies  in  such  cursing.  Of  what  thing  that  I  knowc,  I  Edward 
may  beare  true  witness**.  ill- 

But  gif  we  spcake  of  louing  of  our  brethren,  this  is  vndone  by  him  that   ^  ,j 
saith  he  is  Gods  vicar  in  earth.    For  Christ  in  the  gospel  biddeth  vs,  that  we 
shoulden  clepen  vs  no  father  vpon  earth  :  but  clepen  God  our  father,  to  maken  —  ■ 
vs  loue  pcrfitlich  together.  And  heclepeth  himself  father  of  fathers  and  maketh  rhc  P"!* 
many  religions,  and  to  euerich  a  father.  But  whether  is  loue  and  charity  encreased  J fat'herT 
by  these  fathers  and  by  their  religions,  or  els  ymade  lease?    For" a  friar  ne  but  he 
loueth  not  a  monke,  nc  a  secular  man  neither,  nor  yet  one  frier  another  that  is  jj^^jj 
not  of  the  order,  and  it  is  agaynward.  no  ou'" 

A  Lord !  me  thinketh  that  there  is  litlc  perfection  in  these  religions.  For 
Lord,  what  charitie  haucn  such  men  of  religion,  that  knowen  how  they  mowen 
against  and  sin,  and  fleen  away  fro  their  brethren  that  ben  more  vncunning  then 
they  ben,  and  suflVen  them  to  trauclen  in  the  world  withouten  their  councel  as 
beastes  ?    Trulich  Lord,  me  thinketh  that  there  is  but  little  charitie,  and  then 
is  there  litle  perfection.    Lord  God,  when  thou  were  on  earth,  thou  were 
among  sin  full  men  to  drawt-n  them  from  sin,  and  thy  disciples  also.  And  Lord, 
I  trow  thou  ne  grauntest  not  one  man  more  cunning  then  another  all  for 
himselfe :  aud  I  wote  well  that  lewd  men  that  ben  laborers,  ne  trauell  not 
alonlich  for  him  self.    Lord  our  belief  is,  that  thou  ne  were  not  of  the  world,  To  (bi- 
ne thy  teaching  neither,  ne  thy  seruants  that  Ivueden  after  thy  teaching.    But  Mk*  ,h« 
all  they  forsaken  the  world,  and  so  euerie  enristen  man  musL     But  Lord,  ™t  £ 
whether  thou  taughtest  men  forsake  their  brethrens  companie  and  trauell  of  the  Hue  in 
world,  to  lyuen  in  ease  and  in  rest,  and  out  of  trouble  and  anger  of  the  world, 
by  their  brethrens  trauell  and  so  forsaken  the  world? 

A  Lord !  thou  ne  taughtest  not  a  man  to  forsake  a  pore  estate  and  trauel,  to 
ben  afterward  a  lord  of  his  brethren,  or  ben  a  lords  fellow  and  dwelling  with 
lords,  as  doth  men  of  these  new  religions.  Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  men  of 
thy  religion  thus  to  forsake  the  world,  to  lyuen  in  perfection  by  them  selfe  in 
ease,  and  by  other  mens  trauell.  But  Lord  they  sayen  they  ben  ybound  to 
thy  seruise,  and  semen  thee  both  night  and  day  in  singing  their  praiers,  both 
for  them  selfe  and  for  other  men,  that  done  them  good  both  quick  and  dead, 
and  some  of  them  gone  about  to  teach  thy  people  when  they  hauen  leisure. 

A  Lord !  gif  they  ben  thy  seruauntes  :  whose  seruaunts  ben  we  that  cannot 
preyen  as  they  done  ?  And  when  thou  were  here  on  earth,  for  our  needc  thou 
taughtest  thy  seruants  to  preyen  thy  father  priulich  and  shortlich :  And  gif 
there  had  been  a  better  inancr  of  praying,  I  trow  thou  wouldest  haue  taught  it 
in  help  of  thy  people.  And  Lord  thou  reprouest  hypocrits  that  preyen  in  long 
prayer  and  in  open  places,  to  ben  yholden  holy  men.  And  thou  seyst  in  the 
gospel,  wo  to  you  Pharises  hypocrites.  And  Lord  thou  ne  chargedest  not  thy 
aeruaunts  with  such  maner  seruice  :  But  thou  seyst  in  the  gospel,  that  the 
Pharises  worshopen  thee  with  their  lippes,  and  their  hart  is  farre  from  thee. 
For  they  chargen1  more  mens  traditions  than  thy  commaundementes. 

And  Lord,  we  lewed  men  ban  a  beleefe,  that  thy  goodnesse  is  endles :  and 
gif  we  keepen  thine  hestes,  than  ben  we  thy  true  seruaunts.    And  though  we 
preyen  thee  but  a  litle  and  shortlich,  thou  wilt  thinke  on  vs,  and  granten  vs  that 
vs  nedeth,  for  so  thou  behited  *  vs  somtime :  And  Lord  I  trow,  that  pray  a  True  »cr- 
man  neuet  so  many  quaint  praiers,  gif  he  ne  keep  not  thine  hests  he  nc  is  not  thy  utos  of 
good  Hcruaunt.    But  gif  he  kepe  thine  hestes,  than  he  is  thy  good  seruaunt,  j^itrtb 
and  so  me  thinketh.    Lord  that  prayeng  of  long  praiers  ne  is  not  the  seruice  not  in 
that  thou  desirest,  but  keeping  of  thine  hestes:  and  then  a  lewd  man  mayscruc  J,°"*b^ti*'n 
God  as  well  as  a  man  of  religion.   •  And  so  Lord  our  hope  is  that  thnu  wilt  assone  keeping 
heare  a  plowmans  prayer  and  be  keepe  thyne  hestes  as  thou  wilt  do  a  mans  of  Gods 
religion,*  *  though  that  the  plowman  nc  may  not  haue  so  much  siluer  for  his  ^ande- 
prayer,  as  men  of  religion.   F or  they  kunnen  *  not  so  well  preysen  their  prayers  menu, 
as  these  other  chapmen  :  But  Lord  our  hope  is,  that  our  praiers  be  neucr  the 
worse  though  it  be  not  so  well  sold  as  other  mens  praiers. 

Lord,  Ezechiel  the  prophet  saith  that  whan  he  spake  to  the  people  thy  singing  in 
words,  they  turned  thy  wordes  into  songs  and  into  tales :  And  so  Lord  men  churchc* 
done  now :  they  singin  merilich  thy  words,  and  that  singing  they  clepen  thy  "Jjjj 
Ben-ice.    But  Lord  I  trow  that  the  best  singers  nc  herietn  thee  not  most :  But  Gods  icr- 

(1)  "  Chargen,"  care  for.  (I)  "  Behited,"  promised. 

(3)  Thc-r  word*  have  been  Inadvertently  omitted  In  every  rvlitinn  since  that  of  1570,  in  which 
U»u  docuu.cnt  Ur*t  appeared.— Kb.  (4)  "  Kunneu,"  they  can. 
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Bdwar4  he  that  fulfilleth  thy  words  he  heryeth 1  thee  ful  wel,  though  he  wcpe  more 
tU»  then  sing.  And  I  trow  that  weeping  for  breaking  of  thy  connnaundements,  be 
.  U    more  pleasing  seruice  to  thee,  than  the  singing  of  thy  words.   And  would  God 

1360    t^iat  men  wou*d  *erue  n'm  m  8orrow  wr  tm?ir  sinnes,  and  that  they  shoulden 

 L_  afterward  semen  thee  in  mirth.  For  Christ  saith,  yblessed  ben  they  that  maken 

Weeping  sorrow,  for  they  shoulden  ben  yconforted.  And  wo  to  them  that  ben  merry  and 
better*  naue  tnc,r  co,nrort  m  this  worlde.  And  Christ  said  that  the  world  should 
aernicc  ioyen,  and  his  seruants  shulden  be  sory,  but  their  sorrow  should  be  turned  into 
then  ting-  j„y. 

church.  A  Lord !  he  that  clepeth  himselfe  thy  vicar  vpon  earth,  hath  yordained  an 
order  of  priestes  to  doc  thy  seruice  in  church  to  fore  thy  lewd  people  in  singing 
matens,  euensong  and  masse.  And  therefore  he  chargeth  lewd  men  in  paine 
of  cursing,  to  bring  to  his  priests  tythinges  and  offeringes  to  linden  his  priestes, 
and  he  clepeth  that  Gods  part,  and  due  to  priestes  that  semen  him  in  church. 

But  Lord,  in  the  old  law,  the  tithings  of  the  lewd  people  ne  wer  not  due 
to  priests,  but  to  that  other  childer  of  Lcuye  that  serueden  thee  in  the  temple, 
ana  the  priest  hadden  their  part  of  sacrifices,  and  the  first  bygetten  beastesand 
other  thinges  as  the  lawe  tefleth.  And  Lord,  S.  Paul  thy  semaunt  saith,  that 
the  order  of  the  priesthood  of  Aaron  ceased  in  Christes  comming  and  the  lawe 
of  that  priesthood.  For  Christ  was  end  of  sacryfices  yoffered  vpon  the  crosse  to 
the  father  of  heauen,  to  bring  man  out  of  sinne  and'  become  himselfe  a  priest 
of  Melchisedeckes  order.  For  he  was  both  king  and  priest  without  beginning 
and  end,  and  both  the  priesthoode  of  Aaron,  and  also  the  law  of  that  priesthood, 
ben  yehaunged  in  the  comming  of  Christ  And  S.  Paul  seyth  it  is  reproued,  for 
it  brought  no  man  to  perfection.  For  bloud  of  gotes  ne  of  other  beast*  ne 
myght  done  away  sinne,  for  to  that  Christ  shadde  his  bloud. 

A  Lord  Icsu,  wether  thou  ordenest  an  order  of  priests  to  offren  in  the  auter 
°'         thy  flesh  and  thy  bloud  to  bringen  men  out  of  sinne,  and  also  out  of  peine '. 
notniade  And  whether  thou  geue  them  alonelych  a  power  to  eate  thy  flesh  and  thy  bloud, 
to  offer    and  wether  none  other  man  may  eate  thy  flesh  and  thy  bloud  with  outen  leue  of 
bod!eU    priestes?    Lord,  we  beleuen,  that  thy  flesh  is  very  meate,  and  thy  bloud  very 
drinke,  and  who  eteth  thy  flesh  and  drinketh  thy  bloud  dwelleth  in  thee,  and 
thou  in  him,  and  who  that  eateth  this  bread  shall  Hue  without  end.    But  Lord 
thyne  disciples  seyde,  this  is  an  hard  worde,  but  thou  answerest  them  and  seyd- 
est :  when  ye  sccth  mans  soone  stiuen  vp  there  he  was  rather,  the  spirite  is  that 
maketh  you  Hue,  the  words  that  ych  haue  spoken  to  you  ben  spirit  and  lyfe. 
Lord,  yblessed  mote  thou  be,  for  in  this  word  thou  teachest  vs  that  he  that 
kepeth  thy  wnrdes  and  doth  after  them,  eateth  thy  fleshe  and  drynketh  thy  bloud, 
and  hath  an  euerlasting  life  in  thee.    And  for  we  shoulden  haue  minde  of  this 
liuing,  thou  gauest  vs  the  sacrament  of  thy  flesh  and  bloud,  in  forme  of  bread 
and  wine  at  thy  supper,  before  that  thou  Bhuldest  suffer  thy  death,  and  took 
bread  in  thine  hand,  and  saydest :  take  ye  this,  and  eate  it,  for  it  is  my  body : 
and  thou  tookest  wyne,  and  blessedst  it,  and  saidest :  this  is  the  bloud  of  a  newe 
and  an  euerlasting  testament,  that  shall  be  shed  for  many  men  in  forgiuenesse 
of  sinnes :  as  oft  as  ye  done  this,  doc  ye  this  in  mynde  of  mc. 
The  u-       A  Lord !  thou  ne  bede  not  thine  disciples  maken  this  a  sacrifice,  to  bring 
cramei.1  men  out  of  paynes,  gif  a  priest  ofited  thy  bodie  in  the  auter :  but  thou  bede 
bodie'of   them  goe  and  Allien*  all  the  folke  in  the  name  of  the  father,  and  the  sonne, 
thci^rd  and  the  holy  ghost,  in  forgiuencss  of  their  sinnes:  and  teach  ye  them  to  keepe 
abuied.    xhomc  thinges  that  ych  haue  commaunded  you.    And  Lord,  thine  disciples  ne 
Prie*t «     ordained  not  priests  principallich  to  make  thy  bodie  in  sacrament,  but  for  to 
principal-  teach  the  people,  ana  good  husbandmen  that  wel  gouern  their  housholdes,  both 
p7n*Tch,  l°  wiues  and  children,  and  their  meiny,  they  ordeind  to  be  priests  to  teachen  other 
not  to  »ay  men  the  law  of  Christ,  both  in  word,  in  deede,  and  they  liuedeyn  as  true 
tomrikT  christian  men»  euery  day  they  eaten  Christ*  body,  and  drinken  his  bloud,  to  the 
the  Lord*  sustenaunce  of  liuing  of  their  soules,  and  other  whiles  they  tooken  the  sacra- 
not,,e-      ment  of  his  bodie  in  forme  of  bread  and  wyne,  in  mind  of  our  lord  Iesu  Christ. 
He  that       But  all  this  is  turned  vpse  downe :  for  now  who  so  wil  liuen  as  thou  taughtrst, 
•neakeih  he  shal  ben  holden  a  foole.    And  gif  he  speake  thy  teaching,  he  shal  ben 
teaching  Golden  an  hcretike,  and  accursed.   Lord  yhaue  no  lenger  wonder  hereof,  for  so 
u  holden  they  seiden  to  thee  when  thou  were  here  some  time.  And  therefore  wee  moten 
St***-   take  in  pacience  their  words  of  blasphemie  as  thou  didest  thy  selfe,  or  else  we 

(1)  '•  Heryeth."  worshipped.  (t)  " 
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weren  to  blame.    And  truelich  Lord  I  trowe,  that  if  thou  were  nowe  in  the  £dusarti 
worlde,  and  taughtest  as  thou  dyddest  some  time,  thou  shuldest  ben  done  to  III. 
death.    For  thy  teaching  is  damned  for  here&ic  of  wise  men  of  the  world,  and   ^  jj 
then  moten  they  nedes  ben  heretikes  that  teachen  thy  lore,  and  all  they  also  |y60' 
that  trauellen  to  hue  thereafter.   — 

And  therefore  Lord,  gif  it  be  thy  will,  help  thine  vnkunning  and  lewd  ser- 
uaunts,  that  wolen  by  their  power  and  tlieir  kunning,  helpe  to  destroy  sinne. 
Leue  Lord,  sith  thou  madest  woman  in  helpe  of  man,  and  in  a  more  frayle 
degree  then  man  is,  to  be  governed  by  mans  reason :  what  perfection  of  charitie 
is  in  these  priests  and  in  men  of  religion,  that  haue  forsaken  spoushod  that 
thou  ordeynedst  in  Paradise  betwixt  man  and  woman,  for  perfection  to  for- 
saken traueile,  and  liuen  in  ease  by  other  mens  traueile?  tor  they  mow  not 
doe  bodilich  workes  for  defouling  of  theyr  handes,  wyth  whom  they  touchen 
thy  precious  bodye  in  the  aulter. 

Leue  Lord,  gif  good  men  forsaken  the  company c  of  woman,  and  needes  they  What  In- 
moten  haue  the  gouernaile  of  man,  then  moten  they  benycoupled  with  shrewes, 
and  therefore  thy  spoushode  that  thou  madest  in  clennes  from  sinne,  it  is  now  tj,e  un. 
ychaunged  into  liking  of  the  flesh.    And  Lord,  this  is  a  great  mischiefe  vnto  marled 
thy  people.    And  yong  priests  and  men  of  religion,  for  default  of  wiues  maken  jffi** 
many  women  horen,  and  drawn  through  their  euel  ensample  many  other  men 
to  sin,  and  the  ease  that  they  liuen  in,  and  their  welfare,  is  a  great  cause  of  this 
mischiefe.  And  Lord  me  thinketh,  that  these  ben  quaint  orders  of  religion  and  He  com- 
none  of  thy  sect,  that  wolen  taken  horen,  whilke  God  forfends,  and  forsaken  ^l^th 
wiues  that  God  ne  forfendeth  not.    And  forsaken  trauail  that  God  commands,  idienenof 
and  geuen  their  selfe  to  idlenes,  that  is  the  mother  of  all  noughtines.  prieatea. 

And  Lord,  Man*  thy  blessed  mother  and  Ioseph,  touched  oftentimes  thy  body, 
and  WToughten  with  their  hands,  and  liuedc  in  as  much  clennesse  of  soule,  as 
our  priests  done  now,  and  touched  thy  body,  and  thou  touchedst  them  in  their 
soules.  And  Lord  our  hone  is,  that  thou  goen  not  out  of  a  poore  mans  soule 
that  traueileth  for  his  liuelode  with  his  hands.  For  Lorde,  our  beliefe  is,  that 
thine  house  is  mans  soule,  that  thou  madest  after  thine  owne  likenesse. 

But  Lord  God,  men  maketh  now  great  stonen  houses  full  of  glasen  win-  what  is 
dowes,  and  clepeth  thilke  thine  houses  and  churches.  And  they  setten  in  these  ^^{jeof 
houses  mawmets  of  stocks  and  stones,  to  fore  1  them  they  knelen  priuilich  and  chrUt. 
apert,  and  maken  their  pravers,  und  all  this  they  sayen  is  thy  worship,  and  a 
great  herying 1  to  thee.   A  Lord !  thou  forbiddest  sometime  to  make  such  maw- 
mets, and  who  that  had  yworshipped  Buch,  had  be  worthy  to  be  dead. 

Lord  in  the  gospel  thou  sayst,  that  true  heriers 1  of  God  ne  herieth  him  not 
in  that  hill  beside  Samaria,  ne  in  Hierusalem  neyther,  but  true  heriers  of  God 
herieth  him  in  spirite  and  in  trueth.  And  Lord  God  what  herying  is  it  to 
bylden  thee  a  church  of  deed  stones,  and  robben  thy  quicke  churches  of  their 
bodylich  lyueloode  ?  Lord  God  what  herying  is  it,  to  cloth  mawmcttes  of  stocks  He  com- 
and  of  stones  in  siluer  and  in  gold,  and  in  other  good  colours  ?  And  Lord  I  j^11^1!, 
see  thine  image  gone  in  colde  and  in  hetc  in  clothes  all  to  broken,  without  ;n 
ahone  and  hosen,  an  hungred  and  a  thrust.  Lord  what  herying  is  it  to  teende 
tapers  and  torches  before  blinde  mawmets  that  mowen  not  I  seyen  ?  And  hide 
thee  that  art  our  light  and  our  lanterne  toward  heauen,  and  put  thee  vnder  a 
bushell  that  for  darkuesse  we  ne  may  not  seene  our  way  toward  bh'sse  ?  Lord 
what  heryinge  is  it  to  kneele  tofore  mawmctes  that  mowc  not  yheren,  and  wor- 
shepen  them  with  preyers,  and  maken  thine  quick  images  knele  before  them,  and 
nsken  of  them  absolutions  and  blessings,  and  worshepen  them  as  gods,  and  putten 
thy  quicke  images  in  thraldom  and  in  traueil  euennorc  as  bestes,  in  cold  and 
in  heate,  and  in  feeble  fare  to  finden  them  in  liken  of  the  worlde  ?  Lord  what 
herieng  is  it  to  fetch  deed  mens  bones  out  of  the  ground  there  as  they  shoulden 
kindelich  rotten,  and  shrinen  them  in  goldc  and  in  siluer:  and  suflren  the 
quicke  bones  of  thine  images  to  rot  in  prison  for  default  of  clothings  ?  And 
suflren  also  thy  quic-kc  images  to  perish  for  default  of  sustenance,  and  rooten 
in  the  hoorehouse  in  abhominablc  lecherie  ?  Some  become  thecucs  and  robbers, 
and  manquellers  that  mightcn  ben  yholpen  with  the  gold  and  siluer  that  hon- 
geth  about  deed  mens  hones  and  other  blind  mawmets  of  stocks  and  stones. 

Lord  here  beu  great  abhominations  that  thou  shewdist  to  Ezechiel  thy 

(1)  To  "  fore,"  that  ^before.  (2)  "  Herying,"  worshipping. 
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?>rophet,  that  priests  done  in  thy  temple,  and  yet  they  clepen  that  thine  hcryeng. 
Jut  leuc  Lord,  me  thinketh  that  they  louen  thee  litle  that  thus  defoulen  thy 
quick  images,  and  worsluppen  blinde  mawmets. 

And  Lord  another  great  mischief  there  is  now  in  the  world,  an  hunger  that 
Amos  thy  prophet  speaketh  of,  that  there  shall  comen  an  hunger  in  the  earth, 
not  of  bread  ne  thrust  of  drink,  but  of  hearing  of  God's  worde.  And  thy 
sheepe  woulden  be  refreshed,  but  their  shepheardes  taken  of  thy  shepe  their 
liuelode,  as  tythings,  &c.  and  liuen  themselfc  thereby  where  them  liketh. 

Of  such  shepheards  thou  speaketh  by  Ezechial  thy  prophet  and  seist :  wo 
to  the  shepheards  of  Israel  that  feden  themself,  for  the  flocks  of  sheepe  shoulden 
be  yfed  of  their  shepheards :  but  ye  eaten  the  milke  and  clothen  you  with  their 
wolle,  and  the  fat  sheep  ye  slow,  and  my  flock  ye  ne  fede  not,  the  sicke  sheep 
ye  ne  healed  not,  thilk  that  weren  to  broken  ye  ne  knit  not  together,  thilke 
that  perished  ye  ne  brought  not  againe :  but  ye  ratled  them  with  sternship  and 
with  power.  And  so  the  sheepe  be  sprad  abroad  in  deuouring  of  all  the  beasts 
of  the  held.  And  Ieremie  the  prophet  sayth:  wo  to  the  shepheards  that  dia- 
pcarseth  abroad  and  tcareth  the  flocke  of  my  lesew.1 

A  Lord,  thou  were  a  good  shepheard,  for  thou  puttest  thy  soule  for  thy  sheep : 
but  Lord  thou  teldest  that  thilk  that  come  not  in  by  the  dore  ben  night  theeues 
and  day  theeues,  and  a  thefe  as  thou  seest  commeth  not  but  for  to  steale,  to  slein, 
and  to  destroy.  And  Zacharie  the  prophet  saith,  that  thou  wouldest  rerren  vp 
a  shepheard  vnkunning,  that  ne  wol  not  hele  thy  sheep  that  beth*  sick,  ne 
sceke  thilke  that  beth  lost.  Vpon  his  arme  is  a  swerd,  and  vpon  his  right  eye : 
his  arme  shal  waxe  dry,  and  his  right  eye  shal  lese  his  light  O  Lord,  help, 
for  thy  shepe  beth  at  great  mischife  in  the  shepheards  defaute. 

But  Lord,  there  commeth  hired  men,  and  they  ne  feden  not  thy  sheep  in 
thy  plenteous  lesew,  but  fecden  thy  sheepe  with  sweuens*  and  false  miracles 
and  tales.  But  at  thy  trewth  they  ne  comen  not:  For  Lord,  I  trow  thou 
sendest  them  neuer.  For  haue  they  hire  of  thy  sheepe  they  ne  careth  but 
little  of  the  feding  and  the  keping  of  thy  shepe.  Lord  of  these  hired  men 
speaketh  Ieremie  the  prophet,  and  thou  seyst  that  worde  by  him.  I  ne  send 
them  not,  and  they  ronne  bliuc : 4  I  ne  speakc  vnto  them,  and  they  prophe- 
ciden.  For  if  they  hadden  stonden  in  my  counsell,  and  they  had  made  my 
wordes  knowen  to  the  puple,  ech  would  haue  turned  them  away  from  their 
yuell  way  and  from  their  wicked  thoughts.  For  Lord,  thou  seyst  that  thy 
words  ben  as  fire,  and  as  an  hammer  breaking  stones.  And  Lord,  thou  saist : 
Lo  I  to  these  prophets  meeting  sweuens  of  lesing,  that  haue  ytold  her  sweuens, 
and  haue  begyled  my  puple  in  their  lesing  and  in  their  false  miracles,  when  I 
neither  sent  ne  bede  them.  And  these  haue  profitet  nothing  to  my  puple. 
And  as  Ieremie  saith,  from  the  lest  to  the  mest*  all  they  studien  couetise,  and 
from  the  prophet  to  the  priest,  all  they  done  gyle. 

A  Lord  !  here  is  much  mischiefe  and  matere  of  sorow,  and  yet  there  is  more. 
For  gif  n  lewd  ma  wold  teach  thy  people  trewth  of  thy  words  as  he  is  y  hold 
by  thy  commandement  of  charity,  he  shal  be  forboden  and  put  in  prison  gif  he 
do  it.  And  so  Lord,  thilke  that  haue  the  key  of  conning,  haue  y  lockt  the 
trewth  of  thy  teaching  vuder  many  wardes,  and  yhid  it  from  thy  children. 
But  Lordc,  sith  thy  teaching  is  ycome  from  heauen  aboue,  our  hope  is,  that 
with 

kelc  both 
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thy  grace  it  shall  breaken  these  wardes,  and  show  him  to  thy  pupl 
both  the  hunger  and  the  thrust  of  the  soule.    And  then  shall  no  a 


e,  to 


hunger 

heard,  ner  no  false  hiridman  begile  thy  puple  no  more.  For  by  thy  lawe  I 
write,  as  thou  ihightcst*  sometime,  that  fro  the  lest  to  the  mest,  all  they  shullen 
knowen  thy  will,  and  wetenT  how  they  shullen  please  thee  cuer  more  in 

certain  e. 

And  leue  Lord,  gif  it  be  thy  will  helpe  at  this  nede,  for  there  is  none  helpe 
but  in  thee.  Thus  Lord,  by  hym  thai  maketh  himselfe  thy  viker  in  earth,  is 
thy  commaundement  of  Ioue  to  thee  and  our  brethren  ybroken,  both  to  him  and 
to  thy  puple.  But  Lord  God,  mercy  and  patience  that  beth  tweync*  of  thy 
commaundements,  beth  destroyed,  and  thy  puple  hath  forsake  mercy.  For 
Lord,  Dauid  in  the  Sauter  saith :  Blessed  beth  they  that  done  dome  and  right- 
fulness in  i  u<  rich  tyme. 


(t)  "  Leww,"  that  it. 
<<)  "  Bliuc.  ' quickly. 
(7)  "  Weten,"  know. 
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O  Lord,  thou  hast  i  taught  vs  as  rightfulnes  of  heauen,  and  hast  ybeden  vs  Edward 
forgcuen  our  brethren  as  oil  as  they  trespasse  n  against  vs.   And  Lord,  thine  olde 
law  of  iustice  was,  that  such  hamie  as  a  man  did  his  brother,  such  he  should    ^  d 
suffer  by  the  lawe,  as  eye  for  an  eye,  and  tooth  for  a  tooth.    But  Christ  made  j-jgo' 

an  ende  of  this  law,  that  one  brother  should  not  desire  wracke  of  an  other  :  but  !  '— 

not  that  he  would  that  sinne  should  ben  vnpunished,  for  thereto  hath  he  or- 
dained kings  and  dukes  and  other  lewd  officers  vnder  them,  whilke  as  Saint  Paule 
saith,  ne  carien  not  the  swerd  in  vaine,  for  they  ben  the  ministers  of  God,  and 
wrakers  to  wrath,  to  them  that  cuil  done.  And  thus  hath  Christ  ymade  an 
ende  of  this  olde  law,  that  one  brother  may  not  suen  another  himselfe,  for  that 1 
to  wreken  without  sinne,  for  breaking  of  charitie.  But  this  charitie  Lord  hath 
thy  vicar  ybroke,  and  says  that  we  sinnen,  but  gif  we  suen  for  our  right  And 
we  see  I  wot  that  thou  taughtcst  vs  some  time  to  giue  our  mat.:. 11  also,  euer 
that  we  shoulden  suen  for  our  coate.  And  so  Lord  beleuen  we,  that  we  ben 
ybounden  to  don  by  thy  law,  that  is  all  charitie,  and  officers  duty  is  to  defenden 
vs  from  thilke  theuery  though  we  complainen  not  But  Lord,  thy  law  is  turned 
vpsedowne. 

A  Lord!  what  dome  is  it  to  glean  a  theefe  that  take  a  mans  cattel  away  from  He  com- 
him,  and  sufferen  a  spousebreaker  to  Hue,  and  a  lecherour  that  killeth  a  womans  ^ J*in*,h 
soul'  '   And  yet  thy  law  stoned  the  spousebreakers  and  leachours,  and  let  the  n^hir.if 
theeues  liuen  and  haue  other  punishment  J,'lle 

A  Lord !  what  dome  is  it  to  slean  a  thefe  for  stealing  of  a  horse  and  to  let  him  a*")'io  let 
line  vnpunished,  and  to  maintaine  him  that  robbeth  thy  poore  people  of  their  great 
liuelod,  and  the  soule  of  his  food  I  5522 

Lord,  it  was  neuer  thy  dome  to  sayen,  that  a  man  is  an  heretike  and  cursed  w 
for  breaking  of  mans  law,  and  demen  him  for  a  good  man  for  breaking  thine  an  heri- 
hestes.  *»  that 

Lord,  what  dome  is  it  to  curse  a  lewd  man 1  if  he  smite  a  priest  and  not  curse 
a  priest  that  smiteth  a  lewde  man  and  leeseth  his  charitie.  what  u 

Lord,  what  dome  is  it  to  curse  the  lewd  people  for  tythings,  and  not  curse  ;!'"  B 
the  parson  that  robbeth  the  people  of  tythings,  and  teacheth  them  not  Gods  break*** 
law,  but  feedeth  them  with  painting  of  stone  walks,  and  songes  of  Latin  that  c™u 
the  people  knowen  not  ?  ,awc ' 

Lord,  what  dome  is  to  punish  the  poorc  man  for  his  trespasse,  and  suffer  the 
rich  to  continue  in  his  sinne  for  a  quantitie  of  money  ? 

Lord,  what  dome  is  it  to  slayn  an  vncunmng  lewed  man  for  his  sinne,  and 
suffer  a  priest,  other  a  clearke  that  doth  the  same  sin,  scape  aliue  1  Lord  the 
sinne  of  the  priest  or  of  the  clearke  is  greater  trespasse  then  it  is  of  a  lewd 
vucunning  man,  and  greater  cnsample  of  wickednesse  to  the  common  people. 

Lord,  what  maner  people  be  we,  that  neither  keep  thy  domes  and  thy  right- 
fjlnes  of  the  olde  testament  that  was  a  lawe  of  drede,  nor  thy  domes  and  thy 
rightfulnes  of  thy  new  testament  that  is  a  law  of  loue  and  of  mercy  :  but  haue  A  •*  n»t 
on  other  law,  and  taken  out  of  both  thy  lawes  that  is  liking  to  vs,  and  the  rem-  canon 
nant  of  heathen  mens  lawes,  and  Lord  this  is  a  great  mischiefe. 

O  Lord  thou  gayest  in  thy  lawe,  deme  ye  not  and  ye  should  not  be  demea : 
for  the  same  mesure  that  yee  meten  to  other  men,  men  shall  meten  to  you 
agajneward.    And  Lord  thou  sayst  that  by  their  worke  we  should  know  them. 
And  by  that  we  know  that  thou  commaunded  vs  not  to  demen  mens  thoughts, 
nor  their  works,  that  were  not  against  thv  lawe  expresly.    And  yet  Lord  he  xhcpnjc* 
that  sayth  he  is  thy  vicar,  will  demen  our  thoughts  and  aske  vs  what  we  thinke :  lawe 
not  of  the  Lord,  of  thy  hestes,  for  they  caren  little  for  them,  but  of  lum  and  of  o£u" 
his  whilke  they  set  aboue  thine,  and  maken  vs  accusen  our  selfe,  or  else  they  lawe,  in 
willen  accursen  vs,  for  our  accusers  mow-en1  we  not  knowne.    And  Lord  thou  ^"*',u(f 
saydest  in  thine  old  law,  that  vnder  two  witnes  at  the  least  or  three,  should  stand  accuse 
euery  matter.    And  that  the  witnes  shoulden  euer  be  the  first  that  shoulden  jbgjj 
hclpe  to  kil  them. 

And  when  the  Scribes  and  the  Pharises  some  tyme  brought  before  thee  a 
woman  that  was  ytake  in  spousebreaking,  and  axeden  of  the  a  dome,  thou 
didst  write  on  the  earth,  and  then  thou  gaue  this  dome :  He  that  is  without  sinne, 
throw  first  at  her  a  stone,  and  Lord  they  went  forth  away  from  thee  and  the 
woman :  and  thou  forgaue  the  woman  her  trespasse,  and  bad  her  goe  forth  and 
ainne  no  more. 

(1)  "  Por  that,"  but.  (J)  "  A  J«wd  roan,"  a  lay  man.  (3)  "  Mowen," 
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Sweet  Lorde,  if  the  priestes  tooke  keepe 1  to  thy  dome,  they  would  be 
to  de-men  men  as  they  done.  O  Lord,  if  one  of  them  breake  a  commaundc 
of  thy  law,  he  will  aske  mercy  of  thee,  and  not  a  peine  that  is  due  for  the 
sinne,  for  peyne  of  death  were  too  litle.  O  Lord,  how  daren  they  demen  any 
man  to  the  death  for  breaking  of  their  lawes,  other  assent  to  such  law.'  for 
breaking  of  thy  law  they  will  set  men  penaunce  or  pardon  them,  and  mantaine 
them  as  often  as  they  trespassen.  But  Lord,  if  a  man  once  breake  their  lawes 
or  spenke  against  them,  hee  may  done  penaunce  but  once,  and  after  be  burnt. 
Trutych  Lord  thou  sayst,  but  if  euerie  of  vs  forgeue  not  other  his  trespassc,  thy 
father  will  not  forgeuen  vs  our  sins.  And  Lord  when  thou  hong  on  the  crossc, 
thou  praiedst  to  thy  father  to  haue  raercie  on  thy  enemyes. 

And  yet  they  sajn  Lord,  that  they  demen  no  man  to  the  death,  for  thev  sain 
they  ne  mowen  by  their  lawe  demen  any  man  to  the  death.  A  leeue  Lord ! 
euen  so  saden  their  forfathers  the  Pharises,  that  it  ne  was  not  lawfull  for 
them  to  kill  anie  man.  And  yet  they  bidden  Pilate  to  done  thee  to  the  death 
against  his  owne  conscience,  for  hee  would  gladly  haue  iquitte  thee,  but  for 
that  they  threatned  him  with  the  emperour  and  broughten  against  thee  false 
witnes  also.    And  he  was  an  heathen  man. 

O  Lord,  how  much  truer  dome  was  there  in  Pilate  that  was  an  heathen 
iusticc,  then  in  our  kings  and  iustices  that  would  en  demen  to  the  death  and  bcrne 
in  the  fire  him,  that  the  priests  deliueren  vnto  them  without t  n  witnes  or  prefe .' 
For  Pilate  ne  would  not  demen  thee :  for  that  the  Phariscis  sayden  that  gif 
thou  ne  haddeat  not  bene  a  misdoer  we  ne  would  not  deliuer  him  vnto  thee: 
for  to,*  they  broughten  in  their  false  witnesses  against  thee.  But  Lord,  as  thou 
saidest  sometime  that  it  should  ben  lighter  at  domes  day  to  Tyro  and  to  Sydon 
and  Gomorra,  than  to  the  cities  where  thou  wrought  wonders  and  myracles :  so 
I  dred,  it  shall  be  more  light  to  Pilate  in  the  dome,  then  to  our  kings  and  domes 
men  that  so  demen  without  witnes  and  prefe.  For  Lord  to  demen  thy  folk  for 
hereticks :  is  to  holden  thee  an  hereticke :  and  to  brennen  them,  is  to  brennen 
thee,  for  thou  saydest  to  Paul  when  he  persecuted  thy  people:  Saulc,  Saule, 
wherefore  persecutest  thou  me,  and  in  the  dome  thou  shalt  say,  that  ye  haue 
done  to  the  lest  of  mine,  ye  haue  done  to  me. 

Thus  Lord,  is  thy  mercy  and  iustice  foredone  by  him  that  sayth  he  is  thy 
vicar  in  earth :  for  he  neither  keepeth  it  himself,  nor  nill  not  suffer  other  to 
doe  it 

The  third  commaundement,  that  is  patience  and  sufferance  is  also  ibroken 
by  this  vicar.  Lord  thou  biddest  sufferen  both  wrongs  and  strokes  withouten 
againstanding,  and  so  thou  diddest  thy  selfe  'to  geuen  vs  ensample  to  sufferen 
of  our  brethren.  For  suffering  nourisheth  loue,  and  againstandeth  debate.  All 
thy  lawe  is  loue,  or  els  the  thing  that  drawcth  to  loue. 

But  Lord,  men  teachen,  that  men  shoulden  pleten  for  their  right  and  fighten 
also  therefore,  and  els  they  seyn,  men  ben  in  perill :  and  thou  bid  in  the  old 
law  men  fight  for  their  countrey.  And  thy  selfe  haddest  two  swords  in  thy 
company  when  thou  shouldest  go  to  thy  passion,  that  as  these  clerkes  seyn, 
betokeneth  a  spiritual]  sword  and  a  temporall  sword,  that  thou  gaue  to  thy 
vicar  to  rule  with,  thy  church. 

Lord  this  is  a  sleight  speech,  but  Lord  we  beleuen  that  thou  art  king  of 
blisse,  and  that  is  thine  heritage  and  mankindes  countrey,  and  in  this  world  we 
ne  bene  but  straungers  and  pilgrimcs.  For  thou  Lord  ne  art  of  this  world,  ne 
thy  lawe  neither,  ne  thy  true  seruants  that  kepen  thy  law.  And  Lord,  thou 
were  king  of  Iuda  by  inheritage  if  thou  wouldest  haue  ihad  it,  but  thou  for- 
sooke  it  and  pletedest  not  therefore,  ne  fought  not  therefore. 

But  Lord,  for  thy  kind  heretage  and  mankindes  countrey,  that  is  a  land  of 
blisse,  thou  foughtcst  mighulich :  In  battaile  thou  ouercame  thy  enemie,  and 
so  thou  wonne  thine  heretage.  For  thou  that  were  a  Lord  mightiest  in  battail, 
and  also  Lord  of  vertues,  are  rightfullich  king  of  blisse,  as  Dauid  saieth  in  the 
Psalter.  But  Lord,  thine  enenue  smote  the  despitefullich,  and  had  power  of 
thee  and  hang  thee  vpon  the  crosse  as  thou  hadst  ben  a  thecfe,  and  benomyn 
thee  all  thy  clothes,  and  sucked  tbee  to  the  hart  with  a  speare. 

O  Lord,  this  was  an  hard  assaidt  of  a  battaile,  and  here  thou  oucrcome  by 
thine  enemies,  for  thou  ne  wouldest  not  done  against  the 


(1)  "  Tooke  keepe."  Uist  U,  tooke  he-dc. 
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wil  of  thy  father.   And  thus  l*ord  thou  taughtest  thy  sc mantes  to  fight  for  their  Edu-nri 
country.    And  Lord  this  fighting  was  in  figure  itaught  in  the  olde  law.  But 
Lord  men  holden  now  the  shadow  of  the  old  fighting  and  leuen  the  light  of  thy 
fighting,  that  thou  taughtest  opcnlich  both  in  word  and  in  deede. 

Lord  thou  gave  vs  a  sword  to  tighten  against  our  enemis  for  our  country, 
that  was  thine  holy  teaching,  and  christen  mens  law.    But  Lord  thy  sword  is 
put  in  a  shethe  and  in  priestes  ward,  that  haue  forsake  the  fighting  that  thou 
taughtest.    For  as  they  seyn  it  is  against  their  order  to  ben  men  of  annes  in 
thy  battail,  for  it  is  vnsemelich,  as  they  seyn,  that  thy  vicar  in  earth,  other  his 
priests  shulden  suffer  of  other  men.    And  therefore  gif  any  man  sinyte  him,  n  , 
other  any  of  his  clerkes,  he  ne  taketh  it  not  in  pacience,  but  anon  he  smitcth  *tc*r 
with  his  sword  of  cursing,  and  afterward  with  his  bodilich  sword,  he  doth  them  Sj*J 
to  death.    O  Lord  me  thinketh  that  this  is  a  fighting  against  kinde,  and  much  irfflsu&f 
against  thy  teaching.  nothing. 

O  Lord  whether  axsedest  thou  after  swerdes  in  time  of  thy  passion  to  againe 
stond  thine  enemies .'  nay  forsooth  thou  Lorde.  For  Peter  that  smote  for  great 
loue  of  thee,  had  no  great  thanke  of  thee,  for  his  smiting.  And  Lorde  thou 
were  mightie  ynough  to  haue  again  stond  thine  enemies,  for  throgh  thy 
.ooking  they  fellen  downe  to  the  gTound,  Lord  vblessed  mote  thou  be.  Here 
thou  teachest  vs  that  we  shoulden  sufTren  :  For  thou  were  mightie  ynow  to  haue 
agaynstandc  thine  enemies,  and  thou  haddest  wepen,  and  thy  men'weren  hartie 
to  haue  smitten. 

O  sweet  Lord,  how  may  he  for  shame  clepen  him  selfe  thy  vicar  and  head  of 
the  church,  that  may  not  for  shame  suifer?  Sithe  thou  art  a  Lord,  and  suifer- 
edst  of  thy  subjects,  to  giuen  us  ensamplc,  and  so  did  thy  true  seruantes. 

()  Lord,  whether  geue  thou  to  Peter  a  spirituall  swerd  to  cursse  and  a  tern-  \0  tem- 
poral swerd  to  sle  mens  bodies  ?    Lord  I  trowc  not,  for  then  Peter  that  loued  porall 
thee  so  much,  wold  haue  smit  with  thy  swerds :  but  Lord,  he  taught  vs  to  JJJJjJ  to 
blessen  them  that  cursen  vs,  and  sufircn,  and  not  smiten.   And  Lord  he  fed  thy  Peter, 
people  as  thou  bed  him,  and  therefore  he  suflred  the  death  as  thou  didst. 

O  Lord,  why  Hepeth  any  man  him  Peters  successor  that  hath  forsaken 
patience,  and  feedeth  thv  people  with  cursing  and  with  smiting/  Lord  thou 
saydest  in  thy  gospcll,  when  thy  disciples  knewen  well  that  thou  were  Christ, 
and  that  thou  in  us  test  goe  to  Jerusalem,  and  sufteren  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
ses,  spittings,  reprofes,  and  also  the  death.  And  Peter  tooke  thee  aside,  and 
saide,  God  forbiade  that.  And  Lord  thou  saydest  to  Peter,  goe  behinde  me 
Sathanas,  thou  sclaunderest  me  in  Israel.  For  thou  ne  sauorest  not  thilke  things 1 
that  hen  of  (iod,  but  thilke  that  ben  of  men.  Lord  to  mens  wit  it  is  vnrea- 
sonable,  that  thou  or  thy  vicar,  gif  thou  madest  any  on  earth,  shoulden  sufiren 
of  your  suggetes. 

A  Lord!  whether  thou  ordeynest  an  order  of  fighters  to  turn  men  to  the  Faith 
beliefe?  Other  ordeinest  that  knightes  shoulden  sweare  to  fight  for  thy  wordes?  ^mnictU 

A  Lord !  whether  bede  thou,  that  gif  a  man  turne  to  the  faith  that  he  should  ^cwi 
geue  his  goods  and  cattel  to  thy  vicar  that  hath  great  lordships,  and  more  then  force, 
him  needeth  I    Lord  I  wote  well  that  in  the  beginning  ot  the  church  men 
that  weren  conuerted,  threwen  adown  their  goods  afore  the  apostles  feet ;  for  ul 
they  weren  in  charitie,  and  none  of  them  said  this  is  mine,  ne  Peter  made 
himselfe  no  lord  of  these  goods. 

But  Lord,  now  he  that  clepeth  himselfe  thy  vicar  vpon  earth,  and  successor  to  Pope 
Peter,  hath  ytroke  thy  commaundment  of  charitie,  for  he  is  become  a  lorde.  break eth 
And  hee  hath  also  broken  thy  commaundement  of  mercy,  and  also  of  patience.  ^ ^ 
Thus  Lord  we  be  fallen  into  great  mischiefe  and  thraldome,  for  our  chief-  tle^r 
tayne  hath  forsaken  war  and  armcs,  and  hath  treated  to  haue  peace  with  our  m«cv. 
enemies.  patience. 

A  Lord !  gif  it  be  thy  wil,  draw  out  thy  swerd  out  of  his  shethe,  that  thy  ser- 
uants  may  fight  therewith  against  their  enemies,  and  put  cowardise  out  of  our 
harts  :  and  comfort  us  in  battail,  or  than1  thou  come  with  thy  swerd  in  thy 
mouth,  to  take  vengeance  on  thyne  enemies.  For  gif  we  bene  accorded  with  our 
enemies  til  that  time  come,  it  is  dread  least  thou  take  vengeaunce  both  of  them 
and  of  vs  together.  A  Lorde !  there  is  no  hclpe  now  in  this  great  mischiefe, 
but  onelych  :n  thee. 

Lord,  thou  geuest  vs  a  commandement  of  truth,  in  bidding  vs  say  yea  yea, 
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'nay  nay,  and  Itreare  for  notliing.    Thon  geue  vs  also  a  maundement  of  meek*- 
//;      ncs.  and  another  of  poorenes.    But  l«ord  he  that  clepeth  himselfe  thy  vicar  on 
^  £j    earth,  hath  ybroken  ooth  these  commandments,  for  he  maketh  a  law  to  compel 
1  '160    men  *°  8Weare»  •u"l  °y  ma   1  vv I"'  tcachetli  that  a  man  to  saue  his  life,  may 
— ' — —  forsweare  and  lye.    And  so  Lord,  through  comfort  of  him  and  his  lawes,  tlie 
The  Pope  people  ne  dreadeth  not  to  sweare  and  to  lye,  ne  oft  times  to  forswearen  them. 

Lord  here  is  lyttlc  truth. 
•wwTng.     °  kord,  thou  ha«t  vbrought  vs  to  a  liuing  of  soules  that  standes  in  belecuing 
in  thee,  and  kepyng  thy  hestcs,  and  when  we  breaken  thyne  hestes,  then  we  slen 
our  soule  :  and  (esse  harine  it  were  to  suffer  bodilich  death. 

Lord,  king  Saulc  brake  thine  hestes,  and  thou  took  his  kingdome  from  his 
heires  euermore  after  him,  and  gaue  it  to  Dauid  thy  seruaunt,  that  kept  thine 
hestes.  And  thou  saydst  by  Samuell  thy  prophet  to  Saule  the  king,  that  it  is  a 
maner  of  worshipping  of  false  gods  to  breake  thy  hestes.  For  who  that  loueth 
thee  oucr  al  things,  and  dreadeth  thee  also:  hee  nole1  for  nothing  break  thine 
hestes. 

O  Lord,  gif  breaking  of  thine  hestes  be  herying  of  false  gods,  I  trow  that 
he  that  maketh  the  people  breake  thine  hestes,  and  commaundeth  that  his  hestes 
ben  kept  of  the  people,  maketh  himself  a  false  god  on  earth :  as  Nabuchodonoaor 
did  sometime :  that  was  king  of  Babilon. 

But  Lord,  we  forsaken  such  false  gods,  and  beleuen  that  ther  ne  ben  no  mo 
gods  then  thou :  and  though  thou  suffer  vs  a  while  to  bene  in  disease  for  know- 
fedging  of  thee :  we  thanken  thee  with  our  hart,  for  it  is  a  token  that  thou  louest 
vs,  to  giucn  vs  in  this  world  some  penauncc  for  our  trespas. 

Lord,  in  the  old  law,  thy  true  seruantes  tooke  the  death,  for  they  would  not 
eaten  swynes  flesh  that  thou  haddest  forbiddc  them  to  cate.  O  Lord,  what 
truth  is  in  vs  to  eaten*  vncleen  mete  of  the  soul,  that  thou  hast  forbid  I  Lord 
thou  sayst,  he  that  doth  sinnc  is  seruant  of  sinne,  and  then  he  that  lyeth  in 
forswearing  him  selfe,  is  seruant  of  lesing  :  and  then  he  is  seruant  to  the  deufl, 
that  is  a  Iyer  and  father  of  lesinges.  And  Lorde  thou  sayest,  no  man  may  serue 
two  lords  at  ones.  O  Lord  then  euery  Iyer  for  the  time  that  he  lyeth,  other 
forsweareth  him  selfe,  and  forsaketh  thy  sendee  for  drede  of  his  bodily  death, 
becommeth  the  deuils  seruant. 
Beramnt  O  Lord,  what  trueth  is  in  him  that  clepeth  himselfe  seruant  of  thy  seruants, 
u»nt»  the  anc^  m  ms  aom,?>  ,iee  maketh  him  a  lord  of  thy  seruants :  Lord,  thou  were  both 
m'      Lord  and  maister,  and  so  thou  said  thy  selfe,  but  yet  in  thy  warkes  thou  were 


•tile       as  a  seruaunt.    Lord  this  was  a  great  trueth  and  a  great  meeknes :  but  Lord 
a  U1C  "    bid  thou  thy  seruauntes  that  they  shoulde  not  haue  lordship  ouer  their  brethren  ? 
Lord  thou  saidst  kings  of  the  heathen  men  han  lordship  ouer  their  subjects, 
and  they  that  vse  thejr  power  be  cleped  well  doers. 

But  Lord,  thou  saidst  it  should  not  be  so  amongest  thy  scruaunts.  But  he 
that  were  most  should  be  as  a  seruaunt  Thou  Lord,  thou  taughtest  thy  dis- 
ciples to  be  mceke.  Lord  in  the  old  law  thy  scruaunts  durst  haue  no  lordship 
of  tin  yr  brethren,  but  if  that  thou  bid  them.  And  yet  they  shoulde  uot  doe  to 
their  brethren  as  they  did  to  thrailes*  that  serued  them.  But  they  should  doe 
to  their  brethren  that  were  their  seruauntes  as  to  their  owne  brethren.  For  all 
tin  y  were  Abrahams  children.  And  at  a  ccrtainc  time  they  shoulde  let  their 
brethren  passe  from  them,  in  all  freedom,  but  if  they  would  wilfullich  abiden 
still  in  sendee. 

O  Lord  thou  gaue  vb  in  thy  comming  a  law  of  perfect  loue,  and  in  token  of 
loue  thou  clepedBt  thy  selfe  our  brother.  And  to  make  vs  perfect  in  loue,  thou 
bid  that  we  should  clepe  to  vs  no  father  vpon  earth,  but  thy  father  of  heauen 
wee  should  clepe  our  father.  Alas  Lord,  how  violently  our  brethren  and  thy 
children  ben  now  put  in  bodily  thraldom,  and  in  despite  as  beasts  euermore  in 
greeuous  trauell  to  And  proud  men  in  ease :  But  Lord,  if  we  take  this  defoule 
and  this  disease  in  patience  and  in  meekenes  and  kepe  thine  bests,  we  hope  to 
be  free.  And  Lord  geue  our  brethren  grace  to  come  out  of  thraldom  of  sin,  that 
they  be  fall  in  through  the  desiring  and  vsage  of  lordship  vpon  their  brethren. 
Pride  of  And  Lord  thy  priests  in  the  old  Taw  had  no  lordships  among  their  brethren, 
but  houses  and  pastures  for  their  beasts :  but  Lord,  our  priests  now  haue  great 
lordships,  and  put  their  brethren  in  greater  thraldom  then  lewd  men  that  be 
lords.    Thus  is  meekenesse  forsaken. 


(1)  "  Nole,"  would  not.  (2)  "  Thrsik*,"*  that  U  to  ssy, 
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Lord  thou  biddeat  in  the  gospel  that  when  a  man  is  bid  to  the  feast  he  Edward 
should  sit  in  the  lowest  place,  and  then  he  may  be  set  hyer  with  worship  when 
the  lord  of  the  feast  beholdeth  how  his  guests  sitteth.   Lord  it  ia  drede  that  they   ^  jj 
that  sit  now  in  the  highest  place  should  be  bidde,  in  time  comming,  sit  beneath':  jgG0' 

and  that  will  be  shame  ana  vilenie  for  them.    And  it  is  thy  saying,  those  that  — 

hyeth  himselfe  should  be  lowed,  and  those  that  loweth  themselues  should  be  an 
heyghed.  O  Lord  thou  biddest  in  thy  gospel  to  beware  of  the  Pharisies,  for  it 
is  a  point  of  pride  contrary  to  mekenes.  And  Lord  thou  sayst  that  they  loue 
the  first  sittings  at  supper,  and  also  the  principall  chaires  in  churches,  and 
greetings  in  cheping  and  to  be  cleped  maisters  of  men.  And  Lord  thou 
savst  be  ye  not  cleped  maisters,  for  one  is  your  maister,  and  that  is  Christ,  and 
all  ye  be  brethren.  And  clepe  ye  to  you  no  father  vpon  earth,  for  one  is  your 
father  that  is  in  heauen.  O  Lord  this  is  a  blessed  lesson  to  teach  men  to  be  meke. 

But  Lord  he  that  clepeth  himselfe  thy  vikar  on  earth,  he  clepeth  himselfe  Mccknes 
father  of  fathers  against  thy  forbidding.    And  all  those  worships  thou  hast  %j£m 
forbad.    He  approueth  them,  and  maketh  them  maisters  to  many,  that  teach  in  mine*- 
thy  people  their  own  teaclung,  and  leaue  thy  teaching  that  is  nedefull,  and 
hiden  it  by  quaint  gloses  from  thy  lewd  people,  and  feede  thy  people  with  earth  not 
sweuens*  that  they  mete,  and  tales  that  doth  litle  profite,  but  much  harme  to  the  tollerable 
people.    But  Lord,  these  glosers  obiect  that  they  desire  not  the  state  of  mastry 
to  be  worshipped  therby,  but  to  profit  the  more  to  thy  people  when  they  preach 
thy  word.    For  as  they  seggen  the  people  will  beleue  more  the  preaching  of  a 
maister  that  hath  taken  a  state  of  schole,  then  the  preaching  of  another  man 
that  hath  not  taken  the  state  of  maistry. 

Lord  whether  it  be  any  nede  that  maisters  beren  witness*?  to  thy  teaching 
that  it  is  true  and  good  ?   O  Lord  whether  may  any  maister  now  by  his  estate 
of  maisterie,  that  thou  hast  forboden,  drawe  any  man  from  his  sinne,  rather 
than  an  other  man  that  is  not  a  maister,  ne  wole  be  none,  for  it  is  forbodden 
him  in  thy  gospel  ?    Lord  thou  sendest  to  maysters  to  preach  thy  people,  and 
thou  knowledgist  in  the  gospel  to  thy  father  that  he  hath  nid  his  wisedome  from 
wise  men  and  redy  men,  and  shewed  it  to  litle  children.    And  Lord,  maisters 
of  the  law  hylden  thy  teaching  folly,  and  saiden  that  thou  wouldest  destroy 
the  people  with  thy  teaching.    Trulich  Lord,  so  these  maisters  seggeth  now :  Mwt'rr- 
for  they  houe  written  many  books  against  thy  teaching  that  is  trueth,  and  so  [JJjJSj 
the  prophecie  of  Hieremie  is  fulfilled,  when  he  saith :  Truelich  the  false  points  of  in^reaifh 
the  maisters  of  the  law  hath  wrought  lesing.    And  now  is  the  time  come  that  en- 
S.  Paul  speaketh  of,  where  hee  saith :  Time  shall  come  when  men  shall  not 
susteine  wholesome  teaching.    But  they  shullen  gather  to  hepe  maisters  with 
hutching  eares,  and  from  trueth  they  shullen  turnen  away  their  hearing,  and 
turnen  them  to  tales  that  maisters  haue  maked  to  showne  their  maistrye  and 
their  wisedome. 

And  Lord  a  man  shall  beleue  more  a  mans  workes  then  his  words,  and  the 
dede  sheweth  well  of  these  maisters  that  they  desiren  more  maistrie  for  their 
owne  worship  than  for  profite  of  the  people.  For  when  they  be  maisters,  they 
ne  prechen  not  so  oft  as  they  did  before.  And  gif  they  preachen,  commonlich 
it  is  before  rich  men  there  as  they  mowen  beare  worship  and  also  profit  of 
their  preaching.  But  before  poore  men  they  prechen  but  seldem,  when  they 
ben  maisters :  and  so  by  their  works  we  may  secne  that  they  ben  false  glosers. 

And  Lord,  me  thinketh  that  who  so  wole'keepen  thine  hests  him  needeth  no 
gloses :  but  thilke  that  clepen  them  selfe  christen  men,  and  lyuen  against  thy 
teaching  and  thine  hestes  needelich  they  mote  glose  thine  hestes  after  their  F.iUe 
liuing,  other  else  men  shulden  openlich  yknow  their  hypocrisie  and  their  falshod.  " 

But  Lord,  thou  sayst  that  there  is  nothing  yhid  that  shal  not  be  shewed 
some  time.  And  Lord  yblessed  mote  thou  be.  For  somewhat  thou  shewest 
vs  now  of  our  mischiefes  that  we  ben  fallen  in  through  the  wisedomes  of  mays- 
ters, that  haue  by  slcightes  ylad  vs  away  from  thee  and  thy  teaching,  that  thou 
that  were  the  maister  of  heauen  taught  vs  for  loue,  when  thou  were  here  some 
time  to  heale  of  our  soules,  withouten  error  or  heresie.  But  maisters  of  worldes 
wisedome  and  their  founder,  haue  ydamned  it  for  heresie  and  for  crrour. 

O  Lord,  me  thinketh  it  is  a  great  pride  thus  to  reproue  thy  wisedome  and 
thy  teaching.  And  Lord  me  thinketh  that  this  Nabugodonosor  king  of  Bubi- 
lon  that  thus  hath  reproued  thy  teaching  and  thine  hosts,  and  commundeth  on 

(1)  *•  Swcueni,"  that  1», 
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all  wise  to  kopen  his  hests :  makcn  thy  people  hearen  him  as  a  God  on  earth, 
and  maketh  them  hia  thrales  and  his  seruantes. 

But  Lord,  we  lewd  men  knowen  no  God  but  thee,  and  we  with  thine  helpe 
and  thy  erace  fbrjaken  Nabugodonosor  and  his  lawes.  For  he  in  his  proud 
estate  wole  haue  al  men  vnder  him,  and  he  nele 1  be  vnder  no  man.  He  ondoth 
thy  lawes  that  thou  ordaynest  to  ben  kept,  and  maketh  his  own  lawes  as  him 
liketh :  and  so  he  maketh  him  king  aboue  a  I  other  kinp  of  the  earth,  and  maketh 
men  to  worshippen  him  as  a  god,  and  thy  great  sacrifice  he  hath  ydone  away. 

O  Lord,  here  is  thy  commaundment  of  meekenes,  mischiflich  to  broke  :  and 
thy  blessed  commaundement  of  poorenes  is  also  to  broken,  and  yhid  from  thy 
people.  Lord,  Zacharie  thy  prophet  saith,  that  thou  that  shouldest  ben  our 
king,  shouldest  bene  a  poore  man,  and  so  thou  were :  for  thou  say d est  thy  selfe. 
Foxes  haue  dens,  and  birdes  of  heauen  nestes,  and  mans  sonnc  hath  not  where 
to  legge  his  head  on.  And  thou  saydest  yblessed  ben  poore  men  in  spirit,  for 
thy  kingdome  of  heauen  is  theiren.  And  woe  to  riche  men,  for  they  han  their 
comfort  in  this  world.  And  thou  bade  thy  disciples  to  ben  ware  of  all  couetis*, 
for  thou  saydest,  in  the  abundance  of  a  mans  hauing,  ne  is  not  his  lifelode. 
And  so  thou  teachest  that  thilke  that  han  more  then  them  needeth  to  their  liuing 
liuen  in  couetise.  Also  thou  saiest,  but  gif  a  man  forsake  al  thingcs  that  he 
oweth,  he  ne  may  not  ben  thy  disciple.  Lord,  thou  sayest  also  that  thy  word 
that  is  sown  in  rich  mens  harts,  bringeth  forth  no  fruit :  for  riches  and  the 
businessc  of  this  world  maken  it  withouten  fruit. 

()  Lord,  here  bene  many  blessed  teachinges  to  teach  men  to  bene  pore,  and 
loue  porenesse.  But  Lord  harm  is,  poore  men  and  poorenes  ben  yhated,  and 
rich  men  ben  yloved  and  honored.  And  gif  a  man  be  a  poore  man,  men 
holden  him  a  man  without  grace,  and  gif  a  man  desireth  poorenesse,  men 
holden  him  but  a  foole.  And  if  a  man  be  a  rich  man,  men  elepen  him  a  gra- 
tious  man,  and  thilke  that  bene  busy  in  getting  of  riches  :  ben  j  hold  wise  men 
and  ready :  but  Lord  these  rich  men  sayen  that  it  is  both  leful  and  needful  to 
them  to  gather  richesse  togither.  For  they  ne  gathereth  it  for  themselfe,  but 
for  other  men  that  ben  needy,  and  Lord  their  workes  shewen  the  truth.  For 
if  a  poore  needy  man  would  borowen  of  their  riches,  he  nele*  lean  him  none  of 
his  good,  but  gif  he  mow  be  sckcr  to  haue  it  again  by  a  certeine  day. 

But  Lord,  thou  bede  that  a  man  should  lend,  and  not  hoping  yelding  againe 
of  him  that  hee  lendeth  to :  and  thy  father  of  heauen  wol  quite  him  his  mede. 
And  gif  a  poore  aske  a  rich  man  any  good,  the  rich  man  will  giue  him  but 
a  title,  and  yet  it  shall  be  little  worth.  And  Lord  me  thinketh  that  here  is 
little  loue  and  charitie,  both  to  God  and  to  our  brethren. 

For  Lord,  thou  teachest  in  thy  gospell,  that  what  men  doc  to  thy  scruauntes, 
they  done  to  thee.  A  Lord !  gif  a  poore  man  axe  good  for  thy  loue,  men  geueth 
hint  a  litle  of  the  wurst.  For  these  rich  men  ordeinen  both  bread  and  ale  for 
Gods  men  of  the  wurst  that  they  haue.  O  Lord,  syth  al  the  good  that  men  have 
commeth  of  thee :  how  dare  any  man  geue  thee  of  the  wurst,  and  kepe  to  him- 
selfe  the  best?  Howe  may  such  men  say  that  they  gatheren  riches  for  others 
need,  as  wel  as  himselfe,  sith  theyr  works  ben  contrary  to  their  words?  And 
that  is  no  great  truth.  And  be  ye  seker  these  goods  that  rich  men  han,  they 
ben  Gods  goods,  ytake  to  your  keeping,  to  loke  how  ye  wolen  be  setten  them 
to  the  worshipping  of  God.  And  Lord,  thou  sayest  in  the  gospel,  that  who  so 
is  tiuc  in  little,  he  is  true  in  tliat  thing  that  is  more :  and  who  that  is  fake  in  a 
little  thing,  who  wole  taken  him  toward  things  of  a  greater  value  ?  And  there- 
fore, be  ve  ware  that  han  Gods  goods  to  kcepe.  Spend  yee  thilke  trulich  to 
the  worship  of  (iod,  least  ye  leesen  the  blisse  of  heauen^  for  the  vntrue  dis- 
pending  of  Gods  goods  in  this  world. 

O  Lord,  these  rich  men  seggen*  that  they  don  much  for  thy  loue.  For  many 
poore  labourers  ben  yfound  by  them,  that  shoulden  fare  febclich,  ne  were  not 
they  and  their  readincsse  :  forsooth  me  thinketh  that  poor  labourers  geueth  to 
these  rich  men,  more  then  they  giuen  them  agaynward.  For  the  poore  men 
mote  gone  to  his  labour  in  cold  and  in  heate,  in  wete  and  dry,  and  spend  his  flesh 
and  his  bloud  in  the  rich  mens  works,  vpon  Gods  ground,  to  find  the  rich  man 
in  case,  and  in  liking,  and  in  good  fare  of  meate,  and  of  drink,  and  of  clothing. 
Heere  is  a  great  gift  of  the  poore  man,  for  he  giueth  his  owne  body.  But  what 
giueth  the  rychc  man  him  agaynward  ?   Certes  fcablc  meat,  and  feable  drink, 

(1)  '  Nele,"  that  is,  will  not.        (2)  Ibid.        (S)  "  Se^en,"  that  U,  do  say. 
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and  feable  clothing.    Whateuer  they  seggen,  such  be  their  werks,  and  here  is 
title  loue.    And  whosoeuer  looketh  well  about,  all  the  worlde  fareth  thus  as  we 
seggen.    And  all  men  sludicth  on  euery  syde,  how  they  may  wex  rich  men.  ~ 
And  eucrich  man  almost  is  a  shamed  to  ben  holden  a  poore  man.  1  ;j 00* 

And  Lord,  I  trow  for  thou  were  a  poore  man,  men  token  litle  regarde  to  — . — '- 
thee,  and  to  thy  teaching.    But  Lord  thou  came  to  geue  vs  a  new  testament 
of  loue,  and  therefore  it  was  semelich  that  thou  came  in  poorenes,  to  prouc  who 
wold  loue  thee,  and  kepen  thyne  hests.    For  gif  thou  haddest  ycome  in  forme  The  po- 
of a  rich  man  and  of  a  lord,  men  wold  rather  for  thy  dread  then  for  thy  loue,  JJJJ£tof 
haue  ykept  thine  hests.    And  so  Lord  now  thou  might  wel  ysee  which  louen  'ny 
thee  as  they  should  in  keeping  thine  hestes.    For  who  that  ioueth  thee  in  thy  con*i 

id  J 


poorenes  and  in  thy  lownes,  needes  he  mote  loue  thee  in  thy  lordship  anc 
thy  highnesse. 

But  Lord,  the  worlde  is  turned  vpse  downe,  and  men  loue  poore  men  but  a 
litle  ne  poorenes  neither.     But  men  be  ashamed  of  poorenes,  and  therefore 
Lord,  I  trow  that  thou  art  a  poore  kyng.    And  therefore  I  trow  that  he  Utat  a  poore 
elepeth  himself  thy  vicare  on  earth,  hath  forsaken  poorenes,  as  he  hath  do  the  king,  and 
remnaunt  of  thy  law :  and  is  become  a  rich  man  and  a  lord,  and  maketh  his  u^Ir  how 
treasure  vpon  the  earth  that  thou  forbiddest  in  the  gospel.    And  for  his  right  loyne 
and  riches  he  will  plete,  and  fight,  and  curse.    And  yet  Lord,  he  will  segge  !£c*eh,w? 
that  hee  forsaketh  all  thyngs  that  he  oweth,  as  thy  true  disciple  mete  done  after  er 
thy  teaching  in  the  gospel. 

But  Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  a  man  to  forsaken  his  goods  and  plete  for  them,  ChrUt  « 
and  fight,  and  curse.    And  Lord  hee  taketh  on  him  power  to  assoyle  a  man  of  *™ unt 
all  maner  things,  but  if  it  be  of  dettc.    Truely  Lord,  me  thinketh  he  knoweth  earth  • 
litle  of  charitie.    For  who  that  beth  in  charitie,  possesseth  thy  eoodes  in  ^Jf** 
common  and  not  in  proper  at  bis  neighbours  nede.    And  then  shall  there  none  The  ' 
of  them  segge  this  is  myne,  but  it  is  goods  that  God  graunteth  to  vs  to  spenden  it  for  his 
to  his  worship.   And  so  if  anie  of  them  borroweth  a  porcion  of  those  goods,  and  Jj*^  and 
dispendeth  them  to  Gods  worship :  God  is  apayed  oi  this  spending,  and  aloweth 
him  for  his  true  doing :  And  if  God  is  a  payed  of  that  dispenaing  that  is  the  princi-  plead, 
pal  lord  of  those  goods,  how  dare  any  of  his  seruants  axen  thereof  accounts,  other  J?*^""1 
challenge  it  for  dette?    Serten,  of  one  thing  I  am  incerteine,  that  these  that 
charge  so  much  dette  of  worldly  cattell,  they  know  litle  of  Christes  law  of  charitie. 
For  if  Ich  am  a  bayly  of  Gods  goodes  in  the  world,  if  I  see  my  brother  in 
tiede,  I  am  hold  by  charity  to  part  with  him  of  these  goodes  to  his  nede :  and 
if  he  spendeth  them  well  to  the  worship  of  God,  I  mote  be  well  apayd  as 
though  I  my  selfe  had  spended  them  to  the  worship  of  God.    And  if  the  prin- 
cipal] Lord  is  well  payed  of  my  brothers  doing,  and  the  dispendyng  of  his 
goodes :  how  may  I  segge  for  shame  that  my  brother  is  dettour  to  me,  of 
the  goodes  that  I  tooke  him  to  spende  in  Gods  Worship  at  his  nede  ?    And  if  Proprl- 
my  brother  spendeth  araisse  the  goodes  that  I  take  him,  I  am  discharged  of  my 
deliuerance  of  the  goodes,  if  I  take  him  in  charity  thilk  goodes  at  his  nede.  And  here,  is 
I  am  hold  to  be  sorie  of  his  euill  dispending,  ne  I  may  not  axen  the  goodes,  no*  taken 
that  I  tooke  him  to  his  nede  in  forme  of  dette,  for  at  his  neede  they  were  his  SSittt 
as  well  as  mine.    And  thus  is  my  brother  yholde  to  done  to  me  gif  he  see  me  u  re- 
in nede,  and  gif  we  bene  in  charitie,  litle  should  we  chargen  of  dette.    And  {J"i,r"Ji,e0 
ne  we  shold  not  axen  so  dettes,  as  men  that  knowen  not  God.    And  than  we  ne^de  of 
be  noore  in  forsaking  all  thinges  that  we  owen  :  for  gif  we  ben  in  charitie,  we  our 
wollen  nother  fight  nor  curse,  ne  plete  for  our  goods  with  our  brethren.  hour! 

O  Lord  thus  thou  taughtest  thy  seruauntes  to  lyuen.  And  so  they  lyueden 
while  they  hadden  good  shepheards,  that  fedden  thy  shecpe  and  robbed  them 
not  of  their  lifelode,  as  Peter  thy  good  shepheard  and  thy  other  apostles.  But 
Lord,  he  that  elepeth  himselfe  thy  vicar  vpon  earth  and  successour  to  Peter  :  he 
robbeth  thy  puple  of  their  bodylich  lyfelode,  for  he  ordeneth  proud  shepherds 
to  lyuen  in  ese  by  the  tenth  party  of  poore  mens  trauell.  Ana  he  giueth  them 
leue  to  lyuen  where  them  lyketh.  And  gif  men  no  wolen  wilfullieh  geucn 
them  the* tithinges,  they  wolen  han  them  against  their  will  hy  maystery  and  by 
cursing,  to  maken  them  rich.  The  pope 

Lord,  how  may  any  man  segge  that  such  shepherdes  that  louen  more  the  wolle  a  main- 
then  the  sheepe,  and  feden  not  thy  sheep  in  body  ne  in  soul,  ne  ben  such  {J^™™* 
rauenours  and  thceucs  ?    And  who  may  segge  that  the  maintaynour  of  such  ^  roD- 
shepheards,  ne  is  not  a  raaintenour  of  theeues  and  robbers?   How  wole  hee  ber*. 
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E  iur.rd  assoile  shepherd*  of  their  robbing  without  restitution  of  their  goods,  that  they 
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robben  thy  sheepe  of  against  their  will  ?  Lord,  of  all  shepherds,  blessed  mote 
thou  be.  For  thou  louedst  more  the  sheepe  then  their  wole.  For  thou  feedest 
thy  sheepe  both  in  body  and  soule.  And  for  loue  of  thy  sheepe  thou  tooke  thy 
death  to  bring  thy  sheepe  out  of  wolues  mouthes.  And  the  most  charge  that 
Christ  a  thou  goue  to  Peter  was  to  feede  thy  sheepe.  And  so  he  did  truclich,  and 
pood  tooke  the  deathe  for  thee  and  for  thy  sheepe.  For  he  came  into  the  fold  of 
heard  in  sheepe  by  thee  that  were  the  dore.  And  so  I  trow  a  few  other  did  as  he  did, 
di-cde.  though  they  clepen  themself  successours  to  Peter,  for  their  works  showen  what 
Comparl-  they  ben.  For  they  robben  and  sleen  and  destroyen  :  they  robben  thy  sheepe  of 
tweenthe  ^c  tentn  Part  of  their  trauell,  and  feden  them  self  in  ease,  fhey  sleen  thy  sheepe, 
pope"  C  f°r  they  pyenen  them  for  hunger  of  their  soul  to  the  death.  They  destroyen 
•tw  <-p-  the  sheepe,  for  with  might  and  with  sternship  they  rulen  thy  sheepe :  that  for 
cSrist  drt'<*  l',e}  dispearsed  abrode  in  mountaines,  and  there  the  wilde  beostc*  of 
the  field  destroieth  them  *and'  devoureth  them*  for  default  of  a  good  shephcard. 

•O  Lord,  gif  it  be  thy  will  deliuer  thy  sheepe  out  of  such  shepheardes  ward 
that  rctcheth  not  of  thy  sheepe,  they  han  their  wolle  to  make  themselfe 
riche.  For  thy  sheepe  ben  in  great  nuschiefe,  and  foule  accombred  with  their 
shepheardes. 

But  for*  thy  shepheardes  wolden  ben  excused,  they  haue  vgetten  them  hyred 
men  to  feed  thy  people,  and  these  comen  in  sheepes  clothiug.  But  dredles, 
their  workes  shewen  that  within  forth*  they  ben  but  wolfes.  For  han  they 
their  hyre,  they  ne  rctcheth  but  a  little  howe  sorilich  thy  sheepe  ben  kept. 
For  as  they  seggen  themselfe,  they  ben  but  hyred  men  that  han  no  charge  of 
thy  sheepe.  And  when  they  shulden  feden  thy  sheepe  in  the  plenteous  lesewe  * 
of  thy  teaching,  they  stonden  betweene  them  ana  their  lesewe,  so  that  thy 
sheepe  ne  han  but  a  sight  of  thy  lesewe,  but  eaten  they  shall  not  thereof.  But 
they  feden  them  in  a  sorry  sowre  lesewe  of  lesinges  and  of  tales.  And  so  thy 
sheepe  fallen  into  grceuous  sicknes  through  this  euill  lesewe.  And  gif  any 
sheepe  breake  ouer  into  thy  lesewe  to  tasten  the  sweetnesse  thereof,  anon  these 
hyred  men  driue  him  out  with  houndes.  And  thus  thy  sheepe  by  these  hyred 
men,  ben  ykept  out  of  their  kindlich  lesewe,  and  ben  yfed  with  soure  grasse 
and  sory  baren  lesewe.  And  yet  they  feden  but  seldome,  and  when  they  han 
sorilich  fed  them,  they  taken  great  hyre,  and  gone  away  from  thy  sheepe  and 
letten  them  a  worth. 

And  for  dread  least  thy  sheepe  wolden  in  their  absence  go  to  thy  sweet  lesew, 
they  han  enclosed  it  all  about  so  stronglich  and  so  high,  that  there  may  no 
sheepe  comen  there  within,  but  gif  it  be  a  Walisch  leper*  of  the  mountaines 
that  may  with  his  long  legges  lepen  ouer  the  wallys.    For  the  hyrid  men  ben 
full  certain,  that  gif  thy  sheepe  had  ones  y  tasted  the  sweetnesse  of  thy  lesewe : 
they  ne  woulde  no  more  bene  yfed  of  these  hyred  men  in  their  sowre  lesews, 
and  therefore  these  hyred  men  kecpen  them  out  of  that  lesewe.   For  haden  the 
sheepe  ones  ytasted  well  of  that  lesew,  they  woulden  without  a  leder  go  thider 
to  their  mete,  and  then  mote  these  hyred  men  sechen  them  another  labour  to 
line  by  than  keping  of  sheepe.    Ana  they  ben  fell  and  ware  vnowc  thereof, 
and  therefore  they  feden  thy  sheepe  with  soure  meate  that  naught  is,  and  hi  den 
Woluw    from  thy  sheepe  the  sweetnesse  of  thy  lesewe.    And  so  though  these  hyred 
ikin"d£"  men  Rone  in  *heepes  clothing,  in  their  works  they  ben  wolues,  that  much  harmc 
scribed,    done  to  thy  sheepe  as  wee  haue  ytold. 

O  Lord,  they  comen  as  sheepe,  for  they  seggen  that  they  ben  poo  re  and 
haue  forsaken  the  world  to  liuen  parfetlich  as  thou  taughtest  in  the  gospel. 
Lord  this  is  sheeps  clothing.    But  Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  a  man  to  for- 
saken the  trauelous  liuing  in  poorenesse  in  the  world,  to  liuen  in  ese  with  riches 
by  other  mens  trauell,  and  haue  lordship  on  their  brethren.    For  Lord,  this  is 
more  to  forsaken  thee  and  go  to  the  world. 
He  com-      O  Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  a  man  to  forsake  the  world  to  liuen  in  poore- 
tSSSt    DeaM  °^  ^gg^g      otner  mens  trauell  that  bene  as  feble  as  they  ben.  Ne 
8SnU>   Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  a  man  to  liuen  in  poorenesse  of  begging,  that  were 
ant  be     strong  inough  to  travayle  for  his  lifelodc.    Ne  Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  a 
frim.  c   man  to  ben  a  begger  to  begge  of  men  more  then  him  ncedeth,  to  build  great 
castles  and  make  great  feasts  to  thilkc  that  han  no  need. 

( I )  Krom  the  iwfonrt  Edition  of  15X0,  p.  500.— Et>.  (I)  "  But  for,-  but  because. 

W  "  Within  fJrlli,"  inwardly.      (4)  ••  Leacwc."  pasture.         (5)  "  A  Welch  JeaptT." 
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O  Lord  thou  ne  taughtett  not  men  this  poorenessc,  for  it  is  out  of  charitie.  gdmrd 
But  thy  poorenesse  that  thou  taughtest,  norisheth  charitie.    Lord,  aith  Paul 
sayth,  that  hee  that  forsaketh  the  charge  of  thilke  that  ben  homelich1  with  him,  ~X7D7 
hath  forsaken  his  faith,  and  is  worse  than  a  misbeleued  marine :  how  then  now  jjjqq 

these  men  seggen  that  they  beleuen  in  Christ,  that  han  forsake  their  poore  — 

feeble  friends,  and  let  them  hue  in  trauell  and  in  disese,  that  trauelled  full 
sore  for  thpm,  when  they  weren  yong  and  vnmighty  to  helpen  them  self? 
And  they  wolen  liue  in  ease  by  other  mens  traueil  euermore  begging  withouten 
shame.   Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  this  maner  poorenes,  for  it  is  out  of  charitie. 
And  all  thy  law  is  chantie  and  thing  that  nourisheth  charitie :  and  these 
hyrdinen,  these  shepheards  send  about,  to  keep  thy  shepe  and  to  feden  them 
other  whiles  in  sorrye  bareyne  lesewes.    Lord  thou  ne  madest  none  such  Wilful] 
shepheards,  ne  keepers  of  thy  sheep  that  •weren*  ireners  about  countries  and  JJJJJJJJj 
wolden  oder  ones  twyes  a  yere  *»  feed  sorylich  thy  shepe,  and  for  so  htle  trauel  10 
taken  a  great  hire,  and  sithen  all  the  yeare  afterward,  doe  what  them  liketh, 
and  let  thy  shepe  perish  for  defaut  of  keping. 

But  thy  shepheards  abiden  still  with  their  sheepe,  and  feeden  them  in  thy 
plenteous  lesewe  of  thy  teaching,  and  gone  byfore  thy  shepe,  and  teachen 
them  the  way  into  the  plenteous  and  sweet  lesewe,  and  keepen  thy  flocke  from 
rauening  of  the  wild  beastes  of  the  field. 

O  Lord  deliuer  thy  sheepe  out  of  the  ward  of  these  shepheards,  and  these  The  pro 
hyred  men,  that  stonden  more  to  keepe  their  riches  that  they  robben  of  thy  j*£je  ot 
sheep,  than  they  stonden  in  keping  of  thy  sheepe.  fhep. 

O  Lorde  when  thou  come  to  Jerusalem,  sometime  thou  droue  out  of  the  heard* 
temple,  sellers  of  beastes  and  of  other  chaffre,  and  saydest :  Mine  house  shoulden 
ben  cleped  an  house  of  prayers,  but  they  maden  a  den  of  theeues  of  it  O 
Lorde,  thou  art  the  temple  in  whom  we  shoulden  prayen  thy  father  of  heauen. 
And  Salomon's  temple  that  was  ybelded  at  Ierusalem,  was  figure  of  this  temple. 
But  Lord,  he  that  clepeth  himself  thy  vicar  vppoti  earth,  and  sayth  that  he 
occupieth  thy  place  here  on  earth,  is  become  a  chapman  in  thy  temple,  and  The  pope 
hath  his  chapmen  walking  in  diuers  countreys  to  sellen  his  chafiare,  and  to  maken  ma^r|j*l>' 
him  rich.    And  he  saith,  thou  gaue  him  so  great  a  power  abouen  all  other  (;,'',!, 
men,  that  what  euer  he  bindeth  other  vnbtndeth  in  earth,  thou  bindest  other  temple 
vnbindest  the  same  in  heauen.    And  so  of  great  power  he  selleth  other  men 
forgiuenesse  of  their  sinne.    And  for  much  money  hee  will  assoylen  a  man  so 
cleane  of  his  sinne,  that  he  behoteths  men  the  blesse  of  heauen  withouten  any 
pain  after  that  they  be  dead,  that  giuen  him  much  money. 

Bishoprickes  ana  cherches,  and  such  other  chafiares  he  selleth  also  for  mony, 
and  maketh  himselfe  rich.    And  thus  he  beguiled  the  puple. 

O  Lord  Iesu,  here  is  much  vn truth,  and  mischiefe,  and  matter  of  sorrow.  Note  good 
Lord  thou  saidest  sometime,  that  thou  wouldest  be  with  thy  scru aunts  vnto  the  reader  if 
end  of  the  world.   And  thou  saydest  also,  there  as  tweyne  or  three  byn  ygadred  £° 
to  gedder  in  thy  name,  that  thou  art  in  the  midle  of  them.    A  Lord !  then  it  or  3  be 
was  no  need  to  thee  to  maken  a  liefetcnant,  sith  thou  wolte  be  euermore  amongst  f  " 
thy  seruaunts.  name. 

Lorde,  thou  axedst  of  thy  disciples,  who  they  trowed  that  thou  were.  And 
Peter  aunswered  and  saidc,  that  thou  art  Christ  God  s  sonne.    And  thou  J 
saydest  to  Peter,  Thou  art  yblessed  Symon  Bariona,  for  fleshe  and  bJoud  ne  Utati* 
showed  not  this  to  thee,  but  my  father  that  is  in  heauen.    And  I  say  to  thee  nant- 
that  thou  art  Peter,  and  vppon  this  stone  ych  wolde  bylde  my  churche,  and  the  Tfh"iu^, 
gates  of  hell  ne  shullen  not  auailen  agens'it.  °a  |£U? 

And  to  thee  ych  wole  geue  the  keyes  of  heauen,  and  what  euer  thou  bindest  >*  **>«•», 
vpon  earth  shal  be  bound  in  heauen,  and  what  euer  thou  vnbyndest  on  earth,  ££poun  * 
shall  be  vnbounden  in  heauen.  This  power  also  was  graunten  vnto  the  other 
disciples  as  well  as  to  Peter,  as  the  gospell  openlich  telieth.  In  this  place  men 
seggen  that  thou  graunted  to  Peters  successors,  the  selue  power  that  thou 
gaue  to  Peter.  And  therefore  the  bishop  of  Rome,  that  sayth  he  is  Peters 
succe8sour,  taketh  this  power  to  him  to  bynden  and  vnbynden  in  earth  what 
him  liketh.  But  Lorde,  ych  haue  much  wonder  how  he  may  for  shame  clepen 
himself  Peters  successour.  For  Peter  knowledged  that  thou  were  Christ  and 
God,  and  kept  the  hestes  of  thy  lawe  :  but  these  han  forsaken  the  hestes  of  thy 
law,  and  hath  ymaked  a  lawe  contrary  to  thyne  hestes  of  thy  lawe.    And  so 

(1)  ■  Homelich/  of  Ilia  hou»ehold>.    (J)  See  KUition  I570.-Eo.    (3)  "  Behoteth,"  promistth. 
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Kiimtrd  hee  maked  himself  a  false  Christ  and  a  false  God  in  earth.  And  I  trowe  thou 
tlt'  gaue  him  no  power  to  vndoe  thy  lawe.  And  so  in  taking  this  power  vppon  him, 
^  I  j    maketh  him  a  false  Christ  and  Antichrist. 

136*0*       1'""r  w'h"  mnv  ^  mort>  agcns  Christ,  than  he  that  in  his  words  maketh  him- 
selfe Christes  vicar  in  earth :  and  in  his  wcrkes  vndoth  the  ordinounce  of 


The  pope  Christ,  and  maketh  men  byleuen  that  it  is  needfull  to  the  heale  of  mannea 
EJ2*yJJ  soidcs,  to  byleuen  that  he  is  Christes  vicar  in  earth  ?    And  what  euer  he 
tichrut  in  byndeth  in  earth  is  vbounden  in  heauen,  and  vnder  this  colour  hee  vndoth 
earth.      Christes  lawe,  and  maketh  men  alwaiea  to  kepen  his  law  and  hestes. 
Thcpopet     And  thus  men  may  yseene  that  he  is  agenst  Christ,  and  therfore  he  is  Ante- 
abhom-    christ  that  maketh  men  worshupen  him  as  a  God  on  earth,  as  the  proud  king 
SS3F  Nabugodonosor  did  sometime,  that  was  king  of  Babylon.    And  therefore  wee 
til.        lewed  menne  that  knowen  no  God  but  thee  Iesu  Christ,  beleuen  in  the*  that 
art  our  God,  and  our  King,  and  our  Christ,  and  thy  lawes.   And  forsaken  Anti- 
christ and  Nabugodonosor  that  is  a  false  God  and  a  false  Christ,  and  his  lawes 
that  ben  contrary  to  thy  preaching. 

And  Lorde  Btrength  thou  vs  agenst  our  enemies.  For  they  ben  about  to 
maken  vs  forsaken  thee  and  thy  law,  other  else  to  putten  vs  to  death. 

O  Lorde,  onelich  in  thee  is  our  trust  to  helpe  vs  in  this  mischicfc,  for  thy 
great  goodnesse  that  is  withouteu  end. 

Lord  thou  ne  taughtest  not  thy  disciples  to  assoylen  men  of  their  sinne,  and 
setten  them  a  penaunce  for  their  sin,  in  fasting  ne  in  praying,  ne  other  almous 
dede  :  ne  thy  selfe,  ne  thy  disciples,  vseden  no  Buch  power  here  on  earth.  For 
Lord,  thou  forgeue  men  their  sinnes,  and  bede  hem  sin  no  more.  And  thy  dis- 
ciples fulleden'  men  in  thy  name,  in  forgiuenesse  of  her  sins.    Nor  they  took 
no  such  power  vjwn  them  as  our  priestes  dare  now.    And  Lord,  thou  ne 
assoyledest  no  man  both  of  hi*  sinne  and  of  his  peyne,  that  was  due  for  his 
sinne,  ne  thou  grauntcdst  no  man  such  power  here  on  earth. 
Purgsto-      And  Lord  me  thinketh  that  gif  there  were  a  purgatorie,  and  any  earth- 
rie-        lich  man  had  power  to  deliueren  sinful  men  from  the  peynes  of  purgatory,  he 
.    should  and  he  were  in  charitie,  sauen  euerich  man  that  were  in  way  of  saluta- 
tion from  thilke  peynes,  sith  they  make  them  greater  then  any  bodilyche  peynes 
of  this  world.    Also  gif  the  bishop  of  Rome  had  such  a  power,  he  himselfe 
should  neuer  comen  in  purgatory  ne  in  hell.    And  sith  we  see  well  that  he  ne 
hath  no  power  to  keepen  himselfe  ne  other  men  nother  out  of  these  bodilich 
peynes  of  the  world,  and  he  may  goe  to  hell  for  his  sinne  as  an  other  man 
may :  I  ne  byleue  not,  that  he  hath  so  great  a  power  to  assoylen  men  of  their 
sin  as  he  takcth  vpon  him  abouen  all  other  men.    And  I  trow  that  in  this  he 
hygheth  him  selfe  aboue  God. 
Belling  of     As  touching  the  selling  of  bishopricks  and  personages,  I  trow  it  be  a  point  of 
j**y    falsched.    For  agenst  Gods  ordinance  hee  robbeth  noore  men  of  a  porcion  of 
■ad  be-  sustenance,  and  selleth  it,  other  giucth  it,  to  find  proud  men  in  idlenes 

that  don  the  lewd  puple  little  profite,  but  much  harme  as  we  told  " 
ben  thy  commaundements  of  truth,  of  meekenesse,  and  of 
by  lum  that  clepeth  himselfe  thy  vicar  here  vpon  earth. 

A  Lord !  thou  gaue  vs  a  commaundement  of  chastite,  that  is,  a  forsaking  of 
fleschlich  lustes.  For  thou  broughtcrt  vs  to  a  liuing  of  soule  that  is  ygouerned 
by  the  word.  For  Lord,  thou  ordeinedist  women  more  frele  than  man  to  ben 
vgouerned  by  mans  rule,  and  his  helpe,  to  please  thee  and  keep  thine  hestes. 
Ne  thou  ne  ordainedist  that  a  man  should  desire  the  company  or  a  woman,  and 
maken  her  his  wife,  to  liuen  with  her  in  his  lustis,  as  a  swine  doth  or  a  horse. 
And  his  wife  ne  like  him  not  to  his  lustes,  Lorde  thou  ne  gaue  not  a  man  leaue 
to  depart  i  n  him  from  his  wife,  and  taken  him  another. 

But  Lord,  thy  manage  is  a  common  accord  betweene  man  and  woman,  to 
liuen  togither  to  their  hues  end,  and  in  thy  sendee  cyther  the  better  for  others 
helpe,  and  thilke  that  ben  tints  yvome  together,  bene  ioyned  by  thee,  and  thilke 
that  God  ioineth,  may  no  man  depart.  But  Lord,  thou  sayst  that  gif  a  man 
see  a  woman  to  coueten  her,  than  he  doth  with  the  woman  lecherye  in  his  hart. 
And  so  Lord,  gif  a  man  desire  his  wife  in  couetise  of  such  luotes,  and  not  to 
fly  from  whoredome,  his  weddins  is  lechery,  ne  thou  ne  ioynest  them  not  toge- 
how*u>n  t°er.  Thus  was  Kaguels  daughter  y wedded  to  seuen  husbandes  that  the  deuill 
instranglcd.    But  Toby  tooke  her  to  hue  with  her  in  clenncs,  and  bringing  vp 


(1)  ■  Fulleden,"  Out  U,  teptfaed. 
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of  her  children  in  thy  worship,  and  on  him  the  dcuill  ne  had  no  power.  For  Edward 
the  wedding  was  ymaked  in  God,  for  God,  and  through  God.  Ot 

A  Lord,  the  people  is  farre  ygo  from  thys  mancr  of  wedding.    Tor  now  men 
wedden  their  wiues  for  fairenes,  other  for  riches,  or  some  such  other  fleshlich   A-  D- 
lusts.    And  Lord,  so  it  preueth  by  them  for  the  most  part.    For  a  man  shall  L>fiO. 
not  finde  two  wedded  in  a  land,  where  the  husband  loues  the  wife,  and  the 
wife  is  buxum  to  the  man,  as  they  shoulden  after  thy  law  of  marriage.  But 
other  the  man  loues  not  his  wife,  or  the  wife  is  not  buxum  to  her  man.  And 
thus  Lord  is  the  rule  of  prefe,  that  neuer  fayleth  no  preue  whether  it  be  done 
by  thee  or  no.    And  Lord,  all  this  mischiefe  is  common  among  thy  people,  for 
that  they  know  not  thy  word,  but  their  shepheards  and  hyred  men  fedden  them 
with  their  sweuens 1  and  leasings.    And  Lord,  where  they  shoulden  gon  before 
vs  n  the  field,  they  seggen  their  order  is  so  holy  for  thy  marriage.   And  Lord, 
he  that  calleth  himself  thy  vicar  vpon  earth,  will  not  suflTen  priests  to  taken 
them  wyues,  for  that  is  against  his  law  :  but  Lord,  he  will  dispensen  with  them 
to  kepen  horen  for  a  certaine  somme  of  mony.    And  Lord,  all  horcdomc  is 
forfended  in  thy  lawe.    And  Lord,  thou  ncuer  forfendest  priests  their  wiues,  Priesu 
ner  thy  apostles  neither.    And  well  I  wote  in  our  land,  priestes  hadden  wiues  i>«d 
vntill  Anselmus  daies  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God,  a  leuen  hundred  and  twentie  ^Itiim* 
and  nine,  as  Huntingdon  writes.    And  Lord,  this  makes  people  for  the  most  of , 
part  heleuen,  that  lecherie  is  no  synne.    Therefore  wee  lewd  men  prayen  thee  r~ 
that  thou  wolt  send  vs  shepheardes  of  thine  owne  that  wolen  feden  thy  flocke 
in  thy  lesewe,  and  gon  before  them  selfe,  and  so  written  thy  law  in  our  harts, 
that  from  the  least  to  the  most  all  they  mayen  knowen  thee.    And  Lord,  geue 
our  king  and  his  lords,  hart  to  defenden  thy  true  shepheardes  and  thy  sheepe 
from  out  of  the  wolues  mouthes,  and  grace  to  know  thee  that  art  the  true  Christ, 
the  sonne  of  thy  heauenly  father,  from  the  Antichrist,  that  is  the  sonne  of 
pride.    And  Lord,  geue  vs  thy  poore  sheepe  patience  and  strength  to  suffer  for 
thy  law,  the  cruelnes  of  the  mischieuous  wolues.    And  Lord,  as  thou  hast  pro- 
mised, shorten  these  dayes.    Lord  we  axen  this  now,  for  more  need  was  there 
neuer. 


I  doubt  not,  gentle  reader,  but  in  reading  this  goodly  treatise 
above  prefixed,  the  matter  is  manifest  and  plain  of  itself  without  any 
further  explication,  what  is  to  be  thought  and  judged  of  this  vicar  of 
Christ,  and  successor  of  Peter,  whom  we  call  the  bishop  of  Rome ; 
whose  life  here  thou  secst  not  only  to  be  disordered  in  all  points, 
swerving  from  the  steps  and  example  of  Christ  the  prince  and 
bishop  of  our  souls,  but  also  whose  laws  and  doctrines  are  so 
repugnant  and  contrary  to  the  precepts  and  rule  of  the  gospel, 
that  almost  there  is  no  convenience  between  them ;  as  in  the 
perusing  of  this  complaining  prayer  thou  mayest  notoriously  under- 
stand. Wherefore,  having  no  need  to  stand  in  any  further  express- 
ing of  this  matter,  but  leaving  it  to  thine  own  consideration  and 
discretion,  I  will  speed  myself  (Christ  willing)  to  proceed  toward  the 
time  of  John  Wickliff  and  his  fellows,  taking  in  the  order  of  years  as  I 
go,  such  things  by  the  way,  as  both  happened  before  the  said  time  of 
Wickliff,  and  also  may  the  better  prepare  the  mind  of  the  reader  to 
the  entering  of  that  story ;  where,  first,  I  think  it  not  inconvenient  to 
infer  a  prophetical  parable,  written  about  this  time,  or  not. much 
before,  which  the  author  morally  applieth  unto  the  bishop  of  Rome. 
To  what  author  this  prophecy  or  moral  is  to  be  ascribed,  I  have  not 
certainly  to  affirm  :  some  say,  that  Rupescissanus  (of  whom  mention 
is  made  before)  was  the  author  thereof,  and  allege  it  out  of  Froysard; 
but  in  Froysard,  as  yet,  I  have  not  found  it.  In  the  mean  season, 
as  I  have  found  it  in  Latin  expressed,  because  it  paintcth  out  the 


(1)  "  Bweucas,"  Hurt  U,  dreanm. 
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£M  pope  so  rightly  in  his  feathers  and  colours ;  as  I  thought  the  thing 
Ul    was  not  to  be  omitted,  so  I  took  this  present  place,  as  most  fit 
A.  D.  (although  peradventure  missing  the  order  of  years  a  little)  to  in- 
136a  scrt  the  same.    The  effect  of  the  parable  followcth  here  under- 
written. 

In  the  time  of  pope  Innocent  VI.  above  specified,  this  Johannes 
dc  Rupescissa,  a  friar,  among  his  other  prophecies  marvellously  fore- 
spake  (as  allegcth  Froysard,  who  both  heard  and  saw  him)  of  the 
taking  of  John  the  French  king,  prisoner,  and  brought  forth  many 
other  notable  collections  concerning  the  perils,  mutations  and  chang- 
ings  in  the  church  to  come.  At  the  time  the  pope  kept  him  at 
Avignon  in  prison  (where  Froysard  is  said  to  have  seen  him,  and 
to  have  spoken  with  him),  the  said  Froysard  heard  in  the  pope's 
court  this  example  and  parable  recited  by  the  aforesaid  friar  Kupe- 
scissanus,  to  the  two  cardinals,  to  wit,  cardinal  Hostiensis,  and 
cardinal  Auxercensis,  which  followcth  in  these  words  : 

A  Parable  prophesying  the  Destruction  of  the  Pope. 

When,  on  a  certain  time,  a  bird  was  brought  into  the  world  all  bare  and  with- 
out feathers,  the  other  birds  hearing  thereof,  came  to  visit  her :  and  as  they 
saw  her  to  be  a  marvellously  fair  and  beautiful  bird,  they  counselled  together 
how  they  might  best  do  her  good,  since  by  no  means  without  feathers  she 
might  either  fly,  or  live  commodiously.    They  all  wished  her  to  live  for  her 
excellent  form  and  beauty's  sake,  insomuch  that  among  them  all  there  was  not 
one  that  would  not  grant  some  part  of  her  own  feathers  to  deck  this  bird 
withal :  yea,  and  the  more  trim  they  saw  her  to  be,  the  more  feathers  still  they 
gave  unto  her,  so  that  by  this  means  she  wax  passing  well  penned  and  fea- 
The  pope  thered,  and  began  to  fly.    The  other  birds  that  thus  had  adorned  her  with 
toTbirf1  S°°^y  feathers,  beholding  her  to  fly  abroad,  were  marvellously  delighted  there- 
f.  Aihercd  with.  In  the  end  this  bird  seeing  herself  so  gorgeously  feathered,  and  of  all  the 
with       rest  to  be  had  in  honour,  began  to  wax  proud  and  haughty  ;  insomuch  that  she 
Wrd'i      had  no  regard  at  all  unto  them,  by  whom  she  was  advanced  :  yea,  she  punged 
feathers,  them  with  her  beak,  plucked  them  by  the  skin  and  feathers,  and  in  all  places 
The  flnt  hurt  them.    Whereupon  the  birds  sitting  in  council  again,  called  the  matter  in 
pmua*nd  question,  demanding  one  of  another  what  was  best  to  be  done  touching  thii 
HMTMtt-  unkind  bird,  whom  they  lovingly  with  their  own  feathers  had  decked  and 
ty  or  tiio  adorned ;  affirming  that  they  gave  not  their  feathers,  to  the  intent  that  she, 
pope'      thereby  puffed  up  with  pride,  should  contemptuously  despise  them'  all.  The 
peacock  therefore  answereth  first,  "  Truly,"  saith  he,  "  for  that  she  is  bravely 
The  de-    set  forth  with  my  painted  feathers,  I  will  again  take  them  from  her."  Then 

c*y  °  d'e '  ******  t*ie  ^con»  "  ^n<*  '  a**°  w*u  k°ve  n"ne  ag*"1-"  Th'8  sentence  at  length 
•bribed"."  took  place  among  them  all,  so  that  every  one  plucked  from  her  those  feathers 
which  before  they  had  given,  challenging  to  them  their  own  again.  Now 
this  proud  bird,  seeing  herself  thus  to  be  dealt  withal,  began,  forthwith,  to 
abate  her  haughty  stomach,  and  humbly  to  submit  herself,  openly  confessing 
and  acknowledging,  that  of  herself  she  had  nothing,  but  that  her  feathers, 
her  honour,  and  other  ornaments  were  their  gift;  she  came  into  the  world 
all  naked  and  bare ;  they  clad  her  with  comely  feathers,  and,  therefore,  of ' 
right  may  they  receive  them  again.  Wherefore,  in  most  humblewise,  she 
desireth  pardon,  promising  to  amend  all  that  was  past,  neither  would  she  at 
any  time  hereafter  commit  that  whereby,  through  pride,  she  might  lose  her 
feathers  again.  The  gentle  birds,  that  before  had  given  their  feathers,  seeing 
her  so  humble  and  lowly,  being  moved  with  pity,  restored  again  the  feathers 
which  lately  they  had  taken  away,  adding  withal  this  admonition,  "  We  will 
gladly,"  say  they,  "  behold  thy  flying  among  us,  so  long  as  thou  wilt  use  thine 
office  with  humbleness  of  mind,  which  is  the  chiefest  comeliness  of  all  the  rest : 
but  this  have  thou  for  certainty,  that  if  at  any  time  hereafter  thou  extol  thyself 
in  pride,  we  will  straightways  deprive  thee  of  thy  feathers,  and  reduce  thee  to 
thy  former  state  wherein  we  found  thee."    "  Even  so,  O  you  cardinals !"  saith 
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Johannes  Rupescissanus,  "  shall  it  happen  unto  you :  for  the  emperors  of  the  Rdwar4 
Romans  and  Almains,  and  other  christian  kings,  potentates,  and  princes  of  the 
earth,  have  bestowed  upon  you  goods,  lands  and  riches,  that  should  serve  God,  ~ 
but  you  have  poured  it  out,  and  consumed  it  upon  pride,  and  all  kind  of  wicked- 
riot  and 


A.  D. 
1360. 


olfje  life  ano  &tocn  of  Hrmatfjanitf,  Hrcfjbtf  fjop  ana  primate 

of  3!celann 

In  the  catalogue  of  these  learned  and  zealous  defenders  of  Christ 
against  Antichrist  above  rehearsed,  whom  the  Lord  about  this  time 
began  to  raise  up  for  the  reformation  of  his  church,  being  then 
far  out  of  frame;  I  cannot  forget  or  omit  something  to  write  of 
the  reverend  prelate,  and  famous  clerk,  Richard  Armachanus,  pri- 
mate and  archbishop  of  Ireland :  a  man  for  his  life  and  learning  so 
memorable,  as  the  condition  of  those  days  then  served,  that  the 
same  days  then,  as  they  had  but  few  as  good,  so  had  almost  none 
his  better.    His  name  was  Richard  Fizraf,  made  primate  and  arch- 
bishop, as  is  said,  of  Ireland ;  first  brought  up  in  the  university 
of  Oxford  in  the  study  of  all  liberal  knowledge,  wherein  he  did 
exceedingly  profit  under  John  Bakenthorpe,  his  tutor  and  instructor. 
In  this  time  the  begging  friars  began  greatly  to  multiply  and  spread, 
unto  whom  this  Bakenthorpe  was  ever  a  great  enemy  ;  whose  steps 
the  scholar  also  following,  began  to  do  the  like.    Such  was  the  ni«com 
capacity  and  dexterity  of  this  Fizraf,  that  he,  being  commended  {ton.  ** 
to  king  Edward  III.,  was  promoted  by  him,  first,  to  be  archdeacon 
of  Lichfield,  then  to  be  the  commissary  of  the  university  of  Oxford  ; 
at  length,  to  be  archbishop  of  Armagh  in  Ireland.    He  being  arch- 
bishop upon  a  time,  had  cause  to  come  up  to  London  ;  at  which 
time  nerc,  in  the  said  city,  was  contention  between  the  friars  and 
the  clergy  about  preaching  and  hearing  confessions,  &c.    ^Vhere-  Armach- 
upon,  this  Armachanus,  being  requested  to  preach,  made  seven  or  *int^  by 
eight  sermons ;  wherein  he  propounded  nine  conclusions  against  the  Jje  fria« 
friars,  for  which  he  was  cited  up  by  the  friars  before  this  pope  bdwrihe 
Innocent  VI.,  to  appear ;  and  so  he  did :  who  before  the  face  of pope' 
the  pope  valiantly  defended,  both  in  preaching  and  in  writing,1  the 
same  conclusions,  and  therein  stood  constantly  unto  the  death,  as 
the  words  of  John  Wickliff,  in  his  Trialogue,  do  well  testify.'  The 
like  also  Waldcnus  testifieth  of  him also  Volateranus  reporteth 
the  same.    Gulielmus  Botonerus,  testifying  of  him  in  like  manner, 
saith,  that  Armachanus  first  reproved  begging  friars  for  hearing  the 
confessions  of  professed  nuns,  without  license  of  their  superiors,  and 
also  of  married  women  without  knowledge  of  their  husbands.    What  Trouble* 
dangers  and  troubles  he  sustained  by  his  persecutors,  and  how  *^duf^rn» 
miraculously  the  Lord  delivered  him  from  their  hands;  insomuch,  °[Arm*- 
that  they  meeting  him  in  the  open  streets,  and  in  clear  dayl  ight,  yet 
had  no  power  to  sec  him  nor  to  apprehend  him:  in  what  peril  of  thieves  SmSS" 
and  searchers  he  was,  and  yet  the  Lord  delivered  him;  yea,  and  caused  ^°!'{h"',,',• 
his  money,  being  taken  from  him,  to  be  restored  again  to  him  by  portions  lira' 

IH  ForhU  numeroiu  writing  on  thl»  subject,  »ee  Catalogue  of  MSS.  AnxL  rt  Hfbern.— Ed. 
(2)  Ab  An  Riorum  epUeopia  conduct  u«  Artnachanui  no  vein  in  Avlnione  concluslonea  coram  I  ra- 
tio VI.  rt  auorum  cardinalium  c*tu.  contra  firatrum  mendlcitatum,  audaetcr  publiamt,  yet 


(3)  In 
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Edward  in  time  of  his  necessity  and  famine  :  also  in  what  dangers  he  was  of 
m'    the  king's  officers,  who,  coming  with  the  king's  letters,  laid  all  the 
A.  D.  havens  for  him  ;  yet  how  the  Lord  Jesus  delivered  him,  showing 
130ft  him  by  what  ways  to  escape  them ;  moreover  what  appeals  were  laid 
against  him,  to  the  number  of  sixteen  ;  and  yet  how  the  Lord  cave  him 
to  triumph  over  all  his  enemies  ;  how  the  Lord  also  taught  him  and 
brought  nim  out  of  the  profound  vanities  of  Aristotle's  subtlety,  to  the 
study  of  the  Scriptures  of  God :  all  this,  with  much  more,  he  himself 
exprcsseth  in  a  certain  prayer  or  confession  made  to  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord,  in  which  he  describeth  almost  the  whole  history  of  his  own  life ; 
which  prayer  I  have  to  show  in  old  writing  hand,  and  hereafter 
(Christ  willing)  intend,  as  time  serveth,  to  publish  the  same.1 

Thus  what  were  the  troubles  of  this  good  man,  and  how  he  was 
cited  up  by  the  friars  to  the  pope,  you  have  partly  heard.  Now, 
what  were  his  reasons  and  arguments  wherewith  he  defended  his 
cause  in  the  pope's  presence,  followcth  to  be  declared ;  for  the  trac- 
tation  whereof,  first,  I  must  put  the  reader  in  remembrance  of  the 
controversy  mentioned  before  in  the  story  of  Gulielmus  dc  Soncto 
Amore,  p.  510 ;  also  in  the  story  of  the  university  of  Paris  contend- 
ing against  the  friars,  p.  712;  for  so  long  did  this  controversy  con- 
tinue in  the  church,  from  a.  d.  1240,  when  the  Oxford  men  began 
first  to  stand  against  the  friars,  to  the  time  of  this  Armachanus, 
a.  d.  1860;  and  after  this  time  yet  more  did  it  increase.  So  it 
pleased  the  secret  providence  of  God,  for  what  cause  he  best  knoweth, 
to  suffer  his  church  to  be  entangled  and  exercised  sometimes  with 
matters  and  controversies  of  no  great  importance ;  either  to  keep  the 
vanity  of  men's  wits  thus  occupied  from  idleness,  or  else  to  prepare 
their  minds,  by  these  smaller  matters,  to  the  consideration  and  search- 
ing out  of  other  things  more  grave  and  weighty.  Like  as  now  in 
these  our  queen's  days  we  sec  what  tragedies  be  raised  up  in  England 
about  forms  and  fashions  of  ministers'  wearings,  what  troubles  grow, 
what  placing  and  displacing  there  is  about  the  same.  Even  so  at 
this  time  happened  the  like  stir  about  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  friars,  which  not  a  little  troubled  and  occupied  almost  all  the 
churches  and  divines  throughout  Christendom.  This  controversy,  to 
the  intent  it  may  better  be  understood,  all  the  circumstances  thereof 
being  explained,  we  will  first  begin,  from  the  original  and  foundation 
of  the  matter,  to  declare  by  order  and  course  of  years,  upon  what 
occasion  this  variance  first  rising,  in  continuance  of  time  increased  and 
multiplied  by  gathering  more  matter,  and  burst  out  at  length  in  this 
tumultuous  contention  among  learned  men. 

Concerning  therefore  this  present  matter ;  first,  it  is  to  be  under- 
stood, that  (a.  d.  1215),  under  pope  Innocent  III.,  was  called  a 
general  council  at  Lateran,  mentioned  before  (p.  334),  in  the  days  of 
king  John.  In  that  council,  among  many  other  things,  was  consti- 
tuted a  certain  law  or  canon,  beginning  "  Omnis  utriusque  sexus,"  &c. 
the  tenor  of  which  canon  in  English  is  thus :  — 

( 1 )  T*«  beginning  of  Ike  prayer  in  Latin  UlhU:  "  Tibi  laua,  tibl  gloria,  UM  (rratiarum  art  lo.  Jeau 
piietlnte.  Jem  potentlaaime,  Jeau  duleu«ime  ;  qui  dixisti.  *%o  aura  via,  Veritas  et  vita.  VU  »inr 
devlo;  veritaa  line  nubllo :  et  vita  tine  termino.  Quod  tute  vlam  mi  hi  oatenditti ;  tute  rental 
veritatem  me  doctiiati ;  et  tute  vifam  mlhl  proniUIMi.  Via  era*  tnihl  in  exilio ;  veritaa  eraa  «« 
connilio :  et  Tit*  erii  tnllii  in  pntmio  "  [thii  beautiful  prayer,  which  ia  in  the  MSS.  of  the 
Bodleian  lil  raxy,  will  be  Riven  in  the  Appendix.-E»  ] 
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Be  it  decreed,  that  every  faithful  Christian,  both  man  and  woman,  coming  Edward 
to  the  years  of  discretion,  shall  confess  himself  alone  of  all  his  sins  to  the  priest  111 
of  his  own  proper  parish,  once  in  the  year  at  least ;  and  that  he  shall  endeavour,    ^  jj 
by  his  own  self,  to  fulfil  the  penance,  whensoever  he  receiveth  the  sacrament  of  jjjgQ 

the  Eucharist,  at  least  at  the  time  of  Easter,  unless  by  the  assent  of  his  minister,  — 

upon  some  reasonable  cause,  he  abstain  for  the  time.    Otherwise  doing,  let  him  Note 
both  lack  the  communion  of  the  church  being  alive,  and  christian  burial  when  canVthH 
he  is  dead.    Wherefore  be  it  decreed,  that  this  wholesome  constitution  shall  be  not  the 

Eublished  accustotnably  in  churches,  to  the  end  that  no  man,  of  ignorance  or  ^™~nf 
lindness,  make  to  himself  a  cloak  of  excuse.    And  if  any  shall  confess  himself  the  alur. 
to  any  other  priest  than  of  his  own  parish  upon  any  just  cause,  let  him  first  ask 
and  obtain  license  of  his  own  priest :  otherwise  the  priest  shall  have  no  power 
to  bind  him  or  to  loose  him,  &c. 

In  the  time  of  this  Innocent,  and  of  this  Lateran  council,  was 
Dominic,  the  first  author  and  founder  of  the  preaching  friars ;  who 
laboured  to  the  said  pope  Innocent  for  the  confirmation  of  his 
order,  but  did  not  obtain  it  in  his  life  time. 

The  next  year  after  this  Lateran  council 1  died  pope  Innocent, 
a.d.  1216,  after  whom  came  Honorius  III.,  who  in  the  first  year  of 
his  popedom  confirmed  the  order  of  the  friars  Dominic,  and  gave  to 
him  and  his  friars  authority  to  preach,  and  to  hear  confessions,  with 
divers  other  privileges.  And  under  this  pope,  who  governed  ten 
years,  lived  Dominic  five  years  after  the  confirmation  of  his  order,  and 
died  a.d.  1221.  About  "that  year  the  order  of  the  Franciscan  friars 
began  also  to  breed,  and  to  spread  in  the  world,  through  preaching 
and  hearing  confessions. 

After  this  Honorius,  next  followed  Pope  Gregory  IX.,  about 
a.d.  1228,  who,  for  the  promoting  of  the  aforesaid  order  of  Domi- 
nies, gave  out  this  bull,  in  tenor  as  followeth :  — 


The  Bull  of  Pope  Gregory  in  the  behalf  of  the  Dominic  Friars. 

Gregorius  bishop,  servant  of  God's  servants,  to  his  reverend  brethren,  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  and  to  his  well-beloved  children,  abbots,  priors,  and  to  all 
prelates  of  churches,  to  whomsoever  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting,  and 
apostolical  blessing.    Because  iniquity1  hath  abounded,  and  the  charity  of  many 
hath  waxed  cold ;  behold,  the  Lord  hath  raised  up  the  order  of  our  well-beloved 
children  the  preaching  friars,  who  not  seeing  things  of  their  own,  but  pertain- 
ing to  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  extirpating  of  heresies,  as  well  as  for  the  rooting  out 
also  of  other  pernicious  pestilences,  have  dedicated  themselves  to  the  preaching 
of  the  word 1  of  God.    We  therefore,  minding  to  advance  their  sacred  pur-  Fr[ari  t0 
pose,  Sic,  command  you  to  see  the  said  persons,  gently  to  be  received  among  hear  con. 
you ;  and  that  your  nocks  committed  to  your  charge  do  receive  devoutly  the  '^'"JJ** 
seed  of  God's  word  out  of  their  mouth,  and  do  confess  their  sins  unto  them,  all  join  pca- 
tuch  as  1 1 -t .  whom  we  have  authorized  to  the  same,  to  hear  confessions,  and  to  >»e«- 
enjoin  penance,  &c.    Dak  Perusii.  An.  Pont,  nostri  8. 

This  pope  Gregory  died  a.d.  1241,  after  whom  came  Celcstine  IV.  i„no- 
and  sat  but  eighteen  days :  then  came  Innocent  IV.,  and  sat  eleven  JJSJIJ' 
years  and  six  months ;  who,  although  he  began  first  to  favour  the  »■ Mm- 
friars,  yet  afterwards,  being  altered  by  certain  divines  of  universities, 
prelates  of  churches,  and  curates,  he  debarred  them  of  their  liberties 

(1)  Pilar  Dominie,  In  the  time  of  pope  Innocent  1 II. obtained  not  the  confirmation  of  hit  order; 
but  the  order  was  fir»t  confirmed  by  pope  Honorius  III.  The  order  of  Franciscans  wm  confirmed 
shortly  after  the  Dominies. 

(2)  Iniquity  bath  abounded  at  Rome. 

(3)  Nay,  to  the  preaching  rather  of  tnen'i  traditions  against  the  word  of  0©J. 
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JAron*  and  privileges,  and  gave  out  again  precepts  and  excommunications,  as 

 —  well  against  the  friars,  as  all  other  religious  persons.    And,  not  long 

A.  D.  after  the  same,  he  was  despatched. 

1360,      Innocent  being  thus  removed  out  of  the  way,  about  a.d.  1254 
Ac,^I»n-  succeeded  pope  Alexander  IV.,  a  great  maintainer  of  the  friars,  and 
undoeih  sat  seven  years.    He  revoked  and  repealed  the  acts  and  writings  of 
hif^ue-  pop*  Innocent  his  predecessor,  given  forth  against  the  friars;  wherc- 
ceMor-    with  the  divines  and  students  of  Paris  being  not  well  contented, 
Four      stirred  up  four  principal  doctors:  the  first  and  chief  captain  was 
pio™     Gulielmus  de  Sancto  Amore,  mentioned  before  (p.  510),  against 
flSwtfc  wnoni  wrote  Albertus  Magnus,  and  Thomas  Aquinas;  and,  at  last, 
.he  was  condemned  by  this  aforesaid  pope  Alexander  IV.  in  the 
Extravagant,  "Non  sine  mulcta."  Thesecondwas  Simon  Jornalensis; 
the  third  Godfridus  de  Fontibus  ;  the  fourth  Henricus  dc  Gandavo. 
These  four,  with  other  their  accomplices,  compiled  a  certain  book 
against  the  begging  order  of  friars,  both  Dominicans  and  Franciscans, 
entitled,  1  De  periculis  Ecclesise,''  containing  fourteen  chapters, 
whereof  the  fourteenth,  which  is  the  last,  with  thirty-nine  articles 
against  the  friars,  we  have  already  translated  and  expressed,  p.  511. 
Besides  these  thirty-nine  articles,  be  other  seven  articles,  moreover, 
to  the  said  book  annexed,  under  the  name  of  the  students  of  Paris 
against  the  friars,  proving  why  the  said  friars  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  their  society.    These  seven  articles,  because  they  are  but 
short,  I  thought  here  better  to  place,  than  to  omit  them. 


Certain  Articles  given  out  by  the  Students  of  Paris,  against  the 
Friars,  why  they  should  not  be  admitted  to  their  Society. 

First,  We  say,  they  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  the  society  of  our  school,  but 
upon  our  will  and  license ;  for  our  company  or  fellowship  ought  not  to  be 
coactive  but  voluntary  and  free. 

Secondly,  We  say  they  are  not  to  be  admitted,  forasmuch  as  we  oft  proved 
their  community  manifold  ways  to  be  hurtful  and  incommodious. 

Thirdly,  Seeing  they  be  of  a  diverse  profession  from  us,  for  they  are  called 
regular,  and  not  scholastic,  we,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  joined  and  associated 
together  in  one  scholastic  office ;  forasmuch  as  the  council  of  Spain  doth  say, 
"Thou  shalt  not  plough  with  an  ox  and  with  an  ass  together;"  which  is  to 
say, — Men  of  divers  professions  ought  not  together  to  be  matched  in  one  kind 
of  calling,  or  standing,  for  their  studies  and  conditions  be  disagreeing  and  dis- 
severed from  ours,  and  cannot  frame  or  couple  together  in  one  communion. 
The  frUn     Fourthly,  We  affirm  by  the  apostle  that  they  are  not  to  be  admitted,  because 
make  dii-  they  work  dissensions  and  offences ;  for  so  saith  the  apostle  [Rom.  xvi.]  "  We 
■ciMioDs.  desire  you,  brethren,  that  ye  observe  and  take  heed  of  such  as  make  dissensions 
and  offences  about  the  doctrine  which  you  have  learned  by  the  apostles  and 
avoid  them ;  for  such  serve  not  the  Lord,  but  their  own  belly."    Gloaa.  "Some 
they  flatter,  some  they  backbite,  whereby  they  might  feed  their  bellies."  "That 
through  their  sweet  and  pleasant  words,  and  by  their  benedictions,  they  may 
deceive  the  hearts  of  the  simple."    Gloss.  "That  is,  with  their  fine  sugared 
and  trimly  couched  words  they  set  forth  their  own  traditions,  wherewith  they 
beguile  the  hearts  of  the  simple  innocents." 
Devour       Fifthly,  We  say  they  are  not  to  be  admitted,  for  that  we  fear  lest  they  be  in 
n>fn'»      the  number  of  them,  who  go  about  and  devour  men's  houses :  for  they  thrust 
"  Pent-    *"  themselves  into  every  man's  house,  searching  and  sacking  the  conscience 
tnuite*    and  states  of  all  persons :  and  whom  they  find  easy  to  be  seduced,  as  women, 
domo*  "   such  they  do  circumvent,  and  lead  them  away  from  the  counsels  of  their  pre- 
lates, binding  them  either  in  act  or  oath :  such  we  are  warned  by  the  apostle 
to  avoid. 
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Sixthly,  We  say  they  are  to  be  avoided,  because  we  fear  they  are  false  pro-  Ed*-«rd 
phets,  who  being  neither  bishops,  nor  parish  priests,  nor  yet  their  vicars,  nor 
sent  by  them,  yet  they  preach  (not  sent)  against  the  mind  of  the  apostle    a  i> 
[Rom.  x.],  saying,  "How  shall  they  preach  except  they  be  sent?"  for  else  ,.jG()' 
there  appeareth  in  them  no  such  great  virtue,  for  the  which  they  ought  to  be  — ' — — 
admitted  to  preach  uncalled.    Seeing  therefore  that  such  are  so  dangerous  to  Preach 
the  church,  they  ought  to  be  avoided.  uncalled. 

!•  eventhly.  We  say  they  are  not  to  be  admitted,  because  they  be  a  people  so 
curious  in  searching  and  inquiring  of  other  men's  doings  and  spiritual  demean- 
our.   And  yet  be  they  neither  apostles,  nor  yet  successors  of  the  apostles,  as 
bishops ;  nor  of  the  number  of  the  seventy-two  disciples  of  the  Lord,  nor  their 
successors,  that  is,  parish  priests,  nor  their  helpers,  nor  yet  vicars.    Wherefore,  Have  no 
seeing  they  live  thus  in  no  order,  by  the  sentence  of  the  apostle  we  are  com-  order  of 
manded  to  avoid  them  [2  Thess.  Hi.],  where  he  saith,  "  We  admonish  and  de-  f"J  jj^ 
nounce  unto  you,  O  brethren !  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  (that  is,  church, 
as  the  gloss  saith,  u  We  command  you  by  the  authority  of  Christ,")  "  that  you 
withdraw  yourselves  trom  every  brother  that  walketh  inordinately,  and  not  after 
the  tradition  which  you  have  received  of  us,"  &c.    Look  upon  the  common 
gloss  of  this  place,  and  you  shall  find,  that  such  are  to  be  avoided  till  such  time 
as  they  amend  from  so  doing,  &c. 

Besides  these  articles  above  rehearsed,  certain  propositions  or  con- 
clusions were  also  propounded  in  the  schools  of  Paris  at  the  same 
time,  solemnly  to  be  disputed  and  defended  against  the  friars ;  which, 
in  a  brief  sum  of  words  to  collect  them,  were  these : — 

First,  That  the  begging  friars  were  not  in  the  state  of  salvation.  Certain 
Secondly,  That  they  were  bound  to  labour  with  their  hands  that  could,  and  com  !u 

not  to  beg.  the*"1! 

Thirdly,  That  they  ought  not  to  exercise  the  office  of  preaching,  or  to  hear  vcr.^vof 
the  confessions  of  them  that  will  come  unto  them,  although  being  licensed  there-  Paris  to 
unto  by  the  bishop  of  Rome,  or  by  the  diocesan ;  forasmuch  as  the  same  is  j^j",,, 
prejudicial  to  the  ministers  and  priests  of  the  parishes.  against 

the  friur». 

All  these  aforesaid  articles  and  conclusions,  with  the  book  set  forth 
by  these  men  of  Paris,  this  pope  Alexander  IV.  condemned  to  be 
abolished  and  burned,  writing  nis  precepts  to  the  French  king,  and 
also  to  the  university  of  Paris,  in  favour  of  the  friars;  willing  and 
commanding  the  said  friars  to  be  restored  to  all  their  privileges  and 
liberties  in  as  ample  manner,  as  before  in  nope  Gregory's  time. 

Not  long  after  pope  Alexander  IV.,  followed  Clement  IV.,  (a.d.  Another 
1268,)  and  sat  three  years  :  who  also  gave  tiie  privilege  to  the  friars,  Jj[^[e{£ 
beginning,  "Quidam  temere,"  &c. ;  in  which  privilege  he  condemneth  thl™*",* 
those  who  say,  that  no  man  without  license  of  his  curate  or  minister  ncnu'nt 
ought  to  confess  him  to  the  friars,  or  that  a  subject  ought  to  ask  lv' 
license  of  their  ministers  so  to  do,  which  was  against  the  canon, 
"Omnia  utriusque  sexus,""  &c.  made  by  pope  Innocent  III.,  before 
recited. 

After  this  Clement,  came  pope  Martin  IV.,  (a.  d.  1281.)  who  Pope  Mar- 
renewed  again  the  canon,  "  Omnis  utriusque  scxnV  in  behalf  of 
the  curates  against  the  friars.  SSL** 

This  nope  Boniface  VIII.  began  to  sit  a.d.  1294,  and  sat  eight  ■gtjatt 
years  and  nine  months  ;  who,  taking  side  with  the  friars,  gave  them  ^riar" 
another  privilege,  beginning,  "Supra  cathedrum,'"  &c,  in  which  he  iu.i.if*ce 
licensed  the  friars,  that  without  license  of  vicars  of  churches  they  wuh'ibe 
shall  first  present  themselves  to  the  prelates  to  be  admitted ;  by  n 
whom,  if  they  be  refused  the  second  time,  then  they,  upon  special 

vol.  II.  J  C 
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Eitnard  authority  of  this  pope,  shall  be  privileged,  without  cither  bishop  or 

 1~  curate,  to  preach,  to  bury,  and  to  hear  confessions,  whosoever  will 

A.  I),  conic  to  them ;  revoking  all  that  was  decreed  by  his  predecessor!: 
.  13ti0,  before  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

By  this  pope  Boniface,  a  certain  Dominic  friar  was  made  cardinal, 
named  Nicolaus  de  Tervisio,  and,  after  the  death  of  Boniface,  he  was 
also  made  pope,  a.d.  1303,  and  surnamed  pope  Benedict  XI. ;  who, 
seeing  the  constitution  of  Boniface,  his  predecessor,  to  gender  dissen- 
sion between  the  priests  and  friars,  made  another  constitution,  begin- 
ning "  Inter  cunctas,ri  &c,  revoking  the  constitution  of  Boniface,  bis 
joimnnci  predecessor.    Upon  this  constitution  of  pope  Benedict,  Johannes 
rh^*re-   Monachus,  making  a  gloss,  revoked  also  his  other  made  before  upon 
bfjjifc  the  constitution  of  pope  Boniface. 

Hopecic-  Again,  after  this  Benedict  XI.  followed  pope  Clement  V.,  (a.  d. 
ilnilieth'  130.5,)  and  sat  nine  years;  who,  in  his  general  council,  holden  at 
friar»the  Vicnnai  revoked  the  constitution  of  Benedict,  his  predecessor,  and 
""i'tii  rcnewed  again  the  former  decree  of  Boniface,  by  a  new  constitution 
tw'n-  of  his,  beginning  "  Dudum  a  Bonifacio  VIIIn  1  &c,  which  consti- 
or  Bene-  tution,  moreover,  was  confirmed  afterwards  by  pope  John  XXII., 
dict       a.d.  1316.    This  pope  also  caused  Johannes  de  Poliaco  to  recant. 

Upon  this  variable  diversity  of  the  popes  (one  dissenting  and 
repugning  from  another)  rose  among  the  divines  and  schoolmen  in 
universities  great  matter  of  contention,  as  well  in  the  university  of 
Paris,  as  the  university  of  Oxford,  about  the  begging  friars,  some 
holding  one  way,  some  another.  But  especially  five  principal  opinions 
be  noted  of  learned  men,  who,  then  disputing  against  the  friars,  were 
condemned  for  heretics,  and  their  assertions  reproved. 


Diverse  Opinions  of  Learned  Men  in  this  Age  against  Friars. 

I.  The  first  was  the  opinion  of  those  who  contended  that  the  friars  might  not, 
by  the  license  of  the  bishop  of  Rome  and  of  the  prelates,  preach  in  parishes  and 
hear  confessions. 

And  of  this  opinion  was  Gulielmus  dc  Sancto  A  more,  with  his 

fellows,  who,  as  it  is  said,  were  condemned. 
The  He-       II.  The  second  opinion  was  this,  that  friars,  although  not  by  their  own 
nkm  °pI*  authority,  yet  by  the  privilege  of  the  pope  and  the  bishop,  might  preach  and 

hear  confessions  in  parishes,  but  yet  not  without  license  of  the  parish  priests. 

Of  this  opinion  was  Bernard,  glossing  upon  the  canon,  "Omnis 

utriusquc  sexus,"  before  mentioned. 

The  third     III.  The  third  opinion  was,  that  friars  might  preach  and  hear  confessions 
opinion,   without  license  of  the  parish  priests;  but  yet  the  said  parishioners,  notwith- 
standing, were  bound. by  the  canon,  "  Omnis  utriusque  sexus,"  to  repeat  the 
same  sins  again,  if  they  had  no  other,  to  their  own  proper  curate. 

Of  this  opinion  were  many,  as  Godfridus  de  Fontibus,  Henricus  de 
Gandavo,  Johannes  Monachus  Cardinalis,  Johannes  de  Poliaco ;  which 
Johannes  dc  Poliaco,  pope  John  XXII.  caused  openly  in  Paris  to 
recant  and  retract.  This  Johannes  de  Poliaco,4  doctor  of  divinity  in 
Paris,  being  complained  of  by  the  friars  for  certain  articles  or  asser- 
tions, was  sent  for  to  the  pope ;  where,  time  and  place  being  to  him 
assigned,  he,  in  the  audience  of  the  pope  and  of  friarly  cardinals 
and  other  doctors,  was  strictly  examined  of  his  articles.    To  make 

(1)  Ex  Clement  cap.  Dudum.  (2)  Ex  libro  fratri.  EngdbertL 
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the  story  short,  he,  at  length  submitting  himself  to  the  authority  of  Btmard 
the  terrible  see  of  Home,  was  caused  to  recant  his  assertions  openly 

*r»*       ,i  .»  i»it       1*1111  .i 


at  Paris :  the  assertions  which  he  did  hold  were  these.  A.  D. 

i36a 


First,  that  they  who  were  confessed  to  friars,  although  having  a  g 
to  hear  confessions,  were  bound  to  confess  again  their  sins  to  their  own  parish  2»«Sm 
priest,  by  the  constitution  "  Oranis  utriusque  scxus,"  &c.  a#ainitt 

The  second  was,  that  the  said  constitution  "  Omnia  utriusque  sexus,"  standing  *•>•  Um 
in  its  force,  the  pope  could  not  make  away  with,  but  parishioners  were  bound 
once  a  year  to  confess  their  sins  to  their  priest.    For  the  doing  otherwise 
importeth  a  contradiction  in  itself. 

The  third  was,  that  the  pope  could  not  give  general  license  to  hear  confes- 
sions, but  that  the  parishioner  so  confessed  was  bound  to  reiterate  the  same 
confession  made,  unto  his  own  curate. 

This  he  proved  by  these  places  of  the  canon  law,  25  quest,  i. 
"  Quae  ad  perpetuam.1,I  Those  things  which  be  generally  ordained 
for  public  utility,  ought  not  to  be  altered  by  any  change,  &c.  Item, 
the  decrees  of  the  sacred  canons,  none  ought  to  keep  more  than  the 
bishop  apostolic,  &c.  Ibid.  Item,  to  alter  or  to  ordain  any  thing 
against  the  decrees  of  the  fathers,  is  not  in  the  authority  or  power, 
no,  not  of  the  apostolic  see,  Ibid. 

IV.  The  fourth  opinion  was,  that  the  friars,  by  the  license  of  the  pope  and  of  The 
the  bishops,  might  lawfully  hear  confessions,  and  the  people  might  be  of  them 
confessed  and  absolved,   But  yet  notwithstanding,  it  was  reasonable,  convenient, 
honest,  and  profitable,  that  once  in  the  year  they  should  be  confessed  to  their 
curates  (although  confessed  before  to  the  friars),  because  of  the  administration 

of  the  sacraments,  especially  at  Easter. 

Of  which  opinion  was  Guliclmus  dc  monte  Landuno.  Henricus 
de  Gaudavo  also  held  it  not  only  to  be  convenient,  but  also  that  they 
were  bound  so  to  do. 

V.  The  fifth  opinion  was,  that  albeit  the  friars  might  at  all  times,  and  at  Easter  The  fifth 
also,  hear  confessions  as  the  curates  did ;  yet  it  was  better  and  more  safe,  at  °P|nlon- 
the  time  of  Easter,  to  confess  to  the  curates,  than  to  the  friars. 

And  of  this  opinion  was  this  our  Armachanus,  of  whom  we  presently 
now  treat.  And  thus  have  ye,  as  in  a  brief  sum,  opened  unto  you, 
what  was  the  matter  of  contention  between  the  friars  and  the  church- 
men ;  what  popes  made  for  the  friars,  and  what  popes  made  against 
them;  moreover,  what  learned  men  disputed  against  them  in  Paris, 
and  other  places ;  and  what  were  their  opinions. 

The  matter  of  contention  about  the  friars  stood  in  four  points : 
first,  preaching  without  license  of  curates;  secondly,  in  hearing  confes- 
sion ;  thirdly,  in  burying;  fourthly,  in  begging  and  taking  of  the  people. 
The  popes  who  maintained  the  friars  were,  Honorius  III.,  Grego- 
rius  IX.,  Alexander  IV.,  Clement  IV.,  Boniface  VIII.,  Clement  V. 
The  popes  who  maintained  curates,  were  Innocentius  III.,  Inno- 
centius  IV.,  Martinus  IV.,  Benedictus  XI. 

The  learned  men  who  disputed  against  the  friars  were,  Guliclmus 
de  S.  Amorc;  Bernardus  super  capitulum,  "Omnis  utriusque  sexus;" 
Godfridus  de  Fontibus  ;  Henricus  dc  Gandavo ;  Gulielmus  de  Lan- 
duno ;  Johannes  Monachus  Cardinalis ;  Johannes  de  Poliaco  and 
Armachanus.  All  these  were  condemned  by  the  popes,  or  else 
caused  to  recant. 

These  considerations  and  circumstances  hitherto  premised,  for  the 

(I)  "Qu  •  ad  perpetuam.  ContrsiUtuU  patrum  condedere  vel  mutarc  aliquid  nee  httjut  quliU-m 

8c2 
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Edvard  more  opening  of  this  present  cause  of  Armachanus  sustained  against  the 

  idle  beggarly  sects  of  friars,  in  whom  the  reader  may  well  perceive  Anti- 

A.  D.  christ  plainly  reigning  and  fighting  against  the  church :  it  now  reraaineth, 
*'*(>()'  that  as  I  have  before  declared  the  travails  and  troubles  of  divers  codlv 
learned  men  in  the  church  striving  against  the  said  friars,  continually, 
from  the  time  of  Gulielmus  de  Amore,  hitherto ;  so  now  it  remaineth, 
that  forasmuch  as  this  our  Armachanus  laboured,  and  in  the  same  cause 
sustained  the  like  conflict,  with  the  same  Antichrist,  we  likewise 
collect  and  open  his  reasons  and  arguments  uttered  in  the  consistory,1 
and  in  the  audience  of  the  pope  himself,  wherewith  he  maintiincth 
the  true  doctrine  and  cause  of  the  church  against  the  pestiferous 
canker  creeping  in  by  these  friars  after  subtle  ways  of  hypocrisy  to 
corrupt  the  sincere  simplicity  of  Christ's  holy  faith  and  perfect  testa- 
ment ;  which  reasons  and  arguments,  with  the  whole  process  of  his 
doings,  I  thought  good  and  expedient,  for  the  utility  of  the  church, 
more  amply  and  largely  to  discourse  and  prosecute,  for  that  I  note  in 
the  sects,  institutions,  and  doctrine  of  these  friars,  such  subtle  poison 
to  lurk,  more  pernicious  and  hurtful  to  the  religion  of  Christ  and  souls 
of  Christians,  than  all  men  peradventure  do  consider. 

Thus  Armachanus,  joining  with  the  clergy  of  England,  disputed 
and  contended  with  the  friars  here  of  England  (a.d.  1858)  about  a 
double  matter ;  whereof  the  one  was  concerning  confession  and  other 
cxcheats  which  the  friars  encroached  in  parish  churches,  against  the 
curates  and  public  pastors  of  churches.  The  other  was  concerning 
wilful  beggary  and  poverty,  which  the  friars  then  took  upon  them, 
not  upon  any  necessity,  being  otherwise  strong  enough  to  work  for 
their  living,  but  only  upon  a  wilful  and  affected  profession,  for  which 
cause  the  friars  appealed  him  up  to  the  court  of  Rome.  The  occasion 
thereof  did  thus  arise. 

It  befel  that  Armachanus,  upon  certain  business  coming  up  to 
London,  found  there  certain  doctors  disputing  and  contending  about 
the  begging  of  Christ  our  Saviour.  Whereupon  he,  being  greatly 
urged  and  requested  ofttimes  thereunto,  at  request,  made  seven  or 
eight  sermons  unto  the  people  at  London,  wherein  he  uttered  nine 
conclusions  ;  whereof  the  first  and  principal  conclusion  was,  touching 
the  matter  of  the  friars1  privileges  in  hearing  confessions.  His  con- 
clusions were  these : 

Nine  Conclusions  of  Armachanus  against  the  Friars. 

First,  That  if  a  doubt  or  question  be  moved  for  hearing  confessions,  which  of 
two  places  is  rather  to  be  chosen ;  the  parish  church  is  to  be  preferred  before 
the  church  of  the  friars. 

Secondly,  Being  demanded,  whether  is  to  be  taken,  to  hear  the  confession  of 
the  parishioners,  the  parson  or  curate,  or  the  friar;  it  is  to  be  said,  rather  the 
parson  or  the  curate. 

Thirdly,  That  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  his  human  conversation  was  always 
poor,  not  that  he  loved  poverty,  or  did  covet  to  be  poor. 

Fourthly,  That  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  did  never  beg,  wilfully  professing  to  be 
poor. 

Fifthly,  That  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  did  never  teach  wilfully  to  beg.  or  to 
profess  wilful  beggary. 

Sixthly,  That  Christ  our  Lord  held  the  contrary,  that  men  ought  not  wilfully 
or  purposely,  without  mere  necessity,  to  beg. 

(I)  Ex  libra  cui  titulus,  "  Defer)  fori  um  Curat  a  rum." 
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Seventhly,  That  it  is  neither  wisdom  nor  holiness,  for  any  man  to  take  upon 
him  wilful  beggary,  perpetually  to  be  observed. 

Kighthly,  That  it  is  not  agreeing  to  the  rule  of  the  Observant*,  or  Friars  7 
Minorite,  to  observe  wilful  poverty.  1«ifn 

The  last  conclusion  was  touching  the  bull  of  pope  Alexander  IV.,  who  con-  ' 
demned  the  libel  of  the  masters  of  Paris  :  that  the  same  bull  touched  none  of 

Upon  these  nine  conclusions  premised,  Armachanus  being  appealed, 
cited,  and  brought  up  to  the  presence  of  the  pope,  began  to  prove 
his  aforesaid  conclusions  or  assertions  under  protestation  made. 

I.  That  his  intention  was  not  to  affirm  any  thing  contrary  to  the  christian  faith  The  pro 
or  to  the  catholic  doctrine,  or  that  should  be  prejudicial  or  destructive  to  the  ******** 
orders  of  the  begging  friars,  such  as  were  approved  by  holy  church,  or  confirmed  ° 
by  the  high  bishops  ;  but  only  his  intention  was,  to  have  the  said  orders  reduced 
to  the  purity  of  their  first  institution.    Concerning  which  matter,  he  desired  his 
reasons  to  be  heard ;  which,  if  they  shoidd  be  found  weaker  than  the  reasons  of 
the  friars,  the  punishment  should  be  his.    If  otherwise,  that  then  the  friars 
might  justly  be  rewarded  for  their  slanderous  obtrectation,  and  public  contume- 
lies, and  injurious  dealings,  both  privately  and  publicly,  wrought  and  sought 
against  him  :  and  so  taking  for  his  theme,  "  Nolite  judicare  secundum  faciem,  Hi* 
sed  justum  judicium  judicate,"  &c. ;  that  is,  "Judge  not  after  the  outward  face,  ,he* 
but  judge  true  judgment,"  &c.  (John  vii.) ;  he  entereth  on  the  probation  of 
his  conclusion  :  First,  beginning  with  the  former  conclusion,  44  that  the  parish  The  fint 
church  was  a  place  more  fit  and  convenient  for  the  confessions  or  burials  of  c?"clu" 
the  parishioners  to  be  used,  than  any  other  exempt  church  or  place  of  the  friars."  poncd. 
This  he  proved  by  three  causes :  first,  for  the  more  sureness  or  certainty  to  the  Probation 
conscience  of  the  parishioners  confessed.    Secondly,  for  the  more  utility  and  ^l^"1"1* 
profit  of  the  penitent.    Thirdly,  for  the  less  incommodity  ensuing,  by  con-  coln'mo- 
fessions  taken  in  parish  churches,  than  in  friairs'  churches.  dtty. 

I.  As  touching  the  first,  for  the  more  assuredness  and  certainty,  thus  he  argued  FInt  part 
upon  the  place  in  Deuteronomy,  44  Unto  that  place  which  the  Lord  your  God  of  tbe 
shall  assign  of  all  your  tribes,  to  place  his  name  and  dwell  therein ;  thither  c\u*iu°n 
shall  you  resort,  to  offer  up  your  oblations,  tithes,"  &c.    And  in  the  same  place  con- 
God  saith,  44  See  thou  offer  not  thy  sacrifice  iu  every  place  that  liketh  thee,  but  ^" 
in  that  place  alone  which  the  Lord  hath  elected  in  one  of  the  tribes ;  and 
thou  shalt  do  in  all  things  as  I  command  thee."    Also  upon  the  words  of 
Leviticus,  [vi.  6,]  which  be  these,  44  Whosoever  sinneth  of  ignorance  shall  offer 
to  the  priest,  and  he  shall  pray  for  him,  and  he  shall  be  forgiven,"  &c.  Upon 
these  places  thus  he  argued :  That  forasmuch  as  the  sacraments  of  the  church 
are  to  be  frequented  and  used  in  no  other  place,  but  only  in  that,  which,  by 
(rod  himself  peculiarly,  is  assigned  and  commanded  for  the  same;  and  seeing 
that  elect  place  in  the  law  representeth  the  parish  churches ;  neither  can  it  be 
proved  that  the  friars'  church  is  the  place  prescribed  of  God,  but  only  permitted 
by  bishops  of  Rome  ;  he  concluded,  therefore,  that  parish  churches,"  for  confes- 
sions and  burials,  were  more  sure  and  certain  to  the  conscience  of  parishioners, 
than  the  exempt  places  of  the  friars. 

By  another  reason  also  he  confirmed  the  same,  for  that  while  the  parish  church  < 
commonly  standeth  free  from  the  pope's  interdict,  so  do  not  the  churches  of  the  «»>' 
friars,  which  stand  not  so  clear,  but  that  they  are  under  suspicion  and  doubt  of  *' 


■  n. ti 


rtraitou. 


the  pope's  interdict,  by  the  Decretal, 44  De  sepulturis,"  in  sexto  cap. 41  Animarum 
periculis."  In  that  Decretal,  all  such  conventual  churches  and  church-yards  of 
friars  be  interdicted,  as  do  induce  any  person  or  persons,  either  by  oath  or  pro- 
mise made,  to  choose  their  burying  places  in  their  churches,  as  commonly  the 
friars  are  reported  to  do ;  for  else  what  parishioner  would  forsake  his  own 
church  and  parish  where  his  ancestors  do  he,  to  be  buried  among  the  friars,  if 
the  friars  did  not  induce  them  so  to  do  i 

Moreover,  for  the  second  part,  concerning  the  utility  of  the  place,  that  he  second 
confirmed  in  a  double  manner ;  first,  for  that  confession,  made  within  the  parish  t*>r»  °' 
church,  hath  a  double  merit  of  obedience,  both  for  obeying  the  commandment  ^ncl"' 
of  God  in  opening  his  confession  (thus  he  speaketh  according  to  the  blindness  »ion  con- 
uf  that  time,  for  that  auricidar  confession  hath  any  commandment  of  (rod  cannot  fljmed- 
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!:•<■■  ,rd  be  proved),  and  also  in  obeying  the  commandment  of  God  in  observing  the 
ul-    place  by  him  appointed ;  which  second  merit  of  obedience  lacketh  on  the  friars" 

A  D  part 

j  Secondly,  he  proved  it  to  be  greater  utility  for  a  parishioner  to  confess  him 

in  his  parish  church,  than  with  the  friars ;  because,  commonly,  the  number  of 


An  .ther  christian  people  praying  is  ten  times  more  in  parish  churches.  Whereby  it  is 
ttaSttM  to  bc  thought,  that  each  singular  person  may  better  be  helped  through  more 
■erond     prnvers,  than  in  the  oratories  of  the  friars,  &c. 

th^Vrlt  further,  a»  touching  the  third  part  of  the  first  conclusion  or  article  he  proved, 
article,  that  it  had  fewer  incommodities  for  every  man  to  resort  to  his  parish  church 
Third  than  to  the  friars ;  for  that  both  great  utility  and  more  certainty  (as  hath  been 
fir»t  "on1-6  Proved)  did  ensue  thereof:  which  two  being  taken  away  (as  must  needs,  in 
rlimion  resorting  to  the  friars'  church),  then  two  special  commodities  should  be  hindered, 
proved.  and  so  great  incommodities  thereof  should  follow.  And  thus  much  for  the 
place  of  the  friars. 

Second  II.  Now  to  the  second  conclusion  or  article,  touching  the  person  of  the  friar,  and 
conclu-  of  the  ordinary  curate.  If  the  question  be,  which  of  these  two  is  to  be  preferred 
nn"  I!.r  in  the  office  of  ecclesiastical  administration ;  the  opinion  of  Armachanus  was, 
Three  re-  that  the  ordinary  curate  was  better  than  the  extraordinary  friar ;  and  that  for 
cauM-i°r  t*ie  tnrce  awre8ma  respects,  to  wit,  for  certainty  or  assurance,  for  utility,  and  for 
to  be      incommodity,  to  be  avoided. 

proved.  First,  that  it  is  more  safe  and  sure  for  the  parishioners  to  resort  to  their 
ordinary  or  parish  priest,  he  argued  by  three  reasons ;  first,  because  the  person 
of  the  lawful  ordinary,  or  priest,  is  expressly  of  God  commanded ;  whereas  the 
person  of  the  friar  is  not,  and  therefore  is  forbid. 

Secondly,  because  the  parishioner  may  more  trust  to  his  ordinary  curate ;  as 
one  who  is  more  bound  and  obliged  to  provide,  and  to  be  careful  for  him,  than 
any  other  extraordinary  person. 

Thirdly,  because  in  the  person  of  the  ordinary  curate,  commonly  there  is  no 
doubt  of  any  interdict  to  bind  him  ;  whereas  on  the  contrary,  in  the  friar's 
behalf  there  is  good  matter  to  doubt,  whether  he  stands  bound  under  the  pope's 
censure  of  excommunication  or  not,  and  that  for  divers  causes,  as  by  the 
chapter  "  Religiosi,  in  Clementino  de  decimis ;"  where  it  is  decreed,  that  all  such 
religious  men  who,  having  no  benefices  or  cure  of  souls,  presume  to  impropriate 
unto  them  (by  any  manner  of  colour  or  fraudulent  circumvention),  glebe-land, 
or  other  titbes  due  unto  churches,  and  not  appertaining  to  them,  do  incur  the 
sentence  of  excommunication,  ipso  facto.    Also  by  another  chapter,  "  Religiosi, 
de  privilcgiis,  in  Clementino,"  where  it  is  said,  that  ail  such  religious  men  are 
FrUw     excommunicated  de  facto,  whosoever  do  absolve  any  against  whom  the  sentence 
Eeexeonv  °^  cxcommun,cat'on  hath  been  denounced  by  statute  provincial,  or  synodal ;  as 
muni-     >t  i*  commonly  said,  that  the  friars,  hearing  men's  confessions,  are  accustomed 
cated  by  to  do,  in  loosing  them,  whom  the  censures  of  prelates  or  their  officials  have 
llw.POpe  *  bound.    Whereof  the  said  Armachanus  bringeth  forth  an  example  in  his  own 
diocese  :  "  For  I,"  said  he,  11  in  mine  own  diocese  of  Armagh  have  as  good  as 
two  thousand  under  me,  who,  by  the  censure  of  excommunication  every  year 
denounced  against  wilful  murderers,  common  thieves,  burners  of  men's  houses, 
and  such  like  malefactors,  stand  accursed;  of  all  which  number,  notwithstand- 
ing, scarcely  fourteen  there  be  who  come  to  me,  or  to  any  about  me,  for  their 
absolution.    And  yet  all  they  receive  the  sacraments  as  others  do,  and  all 
because  they  be  absolved,  or  because  they  feign  themselves  tobc  absolved;  by  none 
other  than  the  friars  ;  who,  in  so  doing,  are  proved  to  be  under  the  danger  of 
excommunication,  both  the  friars,  and  also  the  parishioners,  if  they,  knowing 
thereof,  do  consent  to  their  error." 

Also  out  of  the  said  Clementine,  by  three  other  places  in  one  chapter,  he 
proved  the  friars  to  be  excommunicate,  to  wit,  in  the  chapter  "  Cupientes,  De 
pcenis,  in  Clementino."  In  which  chapter,  First,  all  such  religious  men  are 
excommunicate,  as,  in  their  sermons  presume  to  withdraw  their  hearers  from 
their  tithes  paying,  due  unto  churches. 

Secondly,  in  the  said  chapter  all  such  friars  arc  suspended  from  preaching, 
and  so  are  excommunicate,  who,  within  a  certain  time,  did  not  make  a  cone  ion 
to  such  as  come  to  their  confessions,  in  paying  their  tithes  truly  and  duly  to 
the  church. 

Thirdly,  in  the  aforesaid  chapter  also,  all  such  religious  persons  be  bound  in 
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excommunication,  who  induce  men  by  any  manner  of  means,  either  by  vow,  Edward 
oath,  or  promise,  to  choose  their  burials  within  their  churches,  or  not  to  change  _  //y  _ 
the  same,  if  they  have  made  any  such  promise  before.  In  all  these  three  points   \w  j)# 
be  proved  the  friars  to  be  culpable  ana  excommunicate.  1360. 

Moreover,  that  it  is  the  more  sure  way  for  the  parishioners  to  resort  to  their  —  

appointed  curates,  than  to  the  friars,  "he  argueth  thus :  for  that  the  parish  j^,fher 
priest  or  curate,  being  better  acquainted  with  his  own  parishioner  than  is  a  that  Mm 


,  r,  can  better  judge  of  the  nature  and  disposition  of  his  disease,  and  P*r'»'»'- 
minister  to  him  due  physic  of  penance  for  the  same,  and  also  will  be  more  m'?rremaJ' 
careful  in  curing  him.  safely  po 

Thus  the  first  part  of  the  second  conclusion  or  article  being  proved  and  p"^'* 
argued,  Armachantis  proceedcth  further  to  prove  the  second  part :  "  That  it  is  than  to 
better  for  the  parishioners  to  leave  the  friars,  and  to  resort  to  their  own  pastors.  ,,,e  f"^*. 
Which  he  proved  by  eight  or  nine  reasons."  comi^art 

I.  For  that  the  ordinary  pastor  is  properly  appointed  of  God  unto  that  Tf'ti  J 
ministry ;  whereas  the  friar  is  only  permitted  of  man  thereunto.  cowl  t  un- 

II.  For  that  in  resorting  to  the  ordinary  of  the  parish  is  a  double  reward  nf 
merit,  whereas  in  coming  to  the  friars  there  is  but  one. 

III.  Because  the  ordinary  is  more  bound  to  his  own  flock,  and  is  to  be 
thought  to  be  more  tender  and  careful  over  them  than  a  stranger. 

IV.  Because,  in  resorting  to  the  person  of  his  own  ordinary,  there  is  more 
assurance  and  certainty  (as  is  above  declared)  than  in  resorting  to  another. 

V.  Because,  as  Innocent  (cap.  "  Si  Animarum")  saith,  the  coming  to  the  curate 
or  ordinary  pastor  is  more  easy  and  light,  both  in  the  night,  and  in  necessity. 

VI.  Forasmuch  as  the  parishioner  must  needs  come  to  his  curate  at  some 
time,  and  especially  being  in  necessity,  it  is  expedient  and  profitable  that  his 
former  life  before  were  known  to  him,  rather  than  to  the  other. 

VII.  For  that  (as  the  said  Innocent  aflirmeth)  it  striketh  more  shame  of  his 
sin,  for  the  parishioner  to  be  confessed  to  his  curate  whom  he  seeth  every  day, 
than  to  a  friar  unknown. 

VIII.  Because  it  is  more  profitable,  especially  for  them  that  live  in  matri- 
mony, that  he  which  heareth  the  confession  of  the  one,  should  hear  also  the 
confession  of  the  other ;  so  that  one  hearing  the  confession  of  them  both,  as  a 
spiritual  physician  taking  two  cures  in  one  body,  he  may  better  know  what 
spiritual  counsel  is  to  be  administered  to  the  one,  after  he  had  cured  the 
other,  8cc. 

These  things  thus  proved,  Armachantis  then  proceedeth  to  the  third  part ;  Third 
arguing  how  that  greater  detriments  and  inconveniences  do  ensue  by  confes-  Par'  °< 
sions,  burials,  and  other  ecclesiastical  functions  exercised  by  the  friars,  than  by  ,„.,,. 
those  exercised  by  pastors  and  secular  curates,  serving  in  parishes  ;  about  which  clu*ion 
matter  the  said  Armachantis  learnedly  and  worthily  inferreth  a  long  discourse,  arsuetl- 
proving  and  inferring  how  pernicious  these  orders  of  friars  are  to  the  whole 
state  of  the  church,  and  what  mischief  cometh  by  the  privileges  of  certain 
popes,  who  have  privileged  them  to  intermeddle  in  the  office  and  function  of 
ecclesiastical  ministers,  to  preach,  and  to  take  alms  and  tithes  of  the  people,  and 
impropriations  from  the  church.    All  his  reasons  and  arguments  to  prosecute 
in  order  as  he  hath  left  them  in  writing,  would  make  a  matter  for  a  large  book. 
Notwithstanding,  because  it  shall  not  oc  unfruitful  both  for  the  time  present, 
and  for  posterity,  to  know  the  manifold  detriments  and  discommodities  received 
from  these  friars,  and  to  know  what  great  benefit  God  hath  done  for  us  in 
unburdening  the  church  of  this  monstrous  generation  ;  and  especially  because 
the  book  of  Armachantis  is  rarely  to  be  found,  entitled,  u  Defensorium  Curato- 
nim,"  I  have  briefly  therefore  contracted  out  of  the  same  certain  of  his  reasons, 
such  as  seemed  most  pertinent  and  worthy  of  noting. 

And  first,  alleging  the  authority  of  Innocent  IV.,  he  importeth  four  incon- 
veniences rising  by  the  friars,  which  be  these :  contempt  of  the  people  against 
their  ordinaries ;  decreasing  of  devotion ;  taking  away  of  shame  from  the 
people  by  confessing  to  the  friars ;  detaining  of  oblations,  such  as  the  people  are 
wont  to  give  at  their  confessions  and  burials,  and  which  by  right  belong  to  the 
parish  churches. 

Item,  By  the  said  privileges  of  the  popes,  granted  to  the  friars,  many  other 
reat  enormities  do  arise.    As  first,  because  thereby  the  true  shepherds  do  not 
the  faces  of  their  flock. 
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K'Uwd  Item,  By  the  occasion  of  these  privileges  given  to  the  friars,  great  contrn- 
I  J-  Uon,  and  sometimes  blows  arise  between  the  friars  and  secular  curates,  about 
^  I }    titles,  impropriations,  and  other  avails. 

VIGO       ltem>  By  the  occasion  of  the  aforesaid  privileges,  divers  young  men,  as  well 
in  universities  as  in  their  fathers'  houses,  are  allured  craftily  by  the  friars  their 


Harm*     confessors,  to  enter  their  orders ;  from  whence  afterwards  they  cannot  get  out 
t!>"h<'0m*  though  they  woidd,  to  the  great  grief  of  their  parents,  and  no  less  repentance 
world  by  to  the  young  men  themselves.    The  example  whereof  Armachanus,  in  the  said 
the  Man.  j,j8  treatise,  inferreth  of  a  certain  substantial  Englishman  being  with  him  at  his 
Example  inn  in  Home ;  who,  having  a  son  at  the  university  of  Oxford,  who  was  enticed 
uf  the      Dy  the  friars  to  enter  into  their  order,  could  by  no  means  afterwards  release 
ih*rHt)    him  ;  but  when  his  father  and  his  mother  would  come  unto  him,  they  could  not 
Oxford.    Ik-  suffered  to  speak  with  him,  but  under  the  friars'  custody ;  whereas  the 
Scripture  commandcth  plainly,  that  whoso  stealeth  any  man  and  selleth  him 
(being  thereof  convicted),  shall  be  put  to  death  [Exod.  xxi.] ;  and,  for  the  same 
cause,  the  father  was  compelled  to  come  up  to  Home  to  seek  remedy  for  his 
son.   And  thus,  saith  Armachanus,  it  may  appear  what  damage  and  detriments 
come  by  these  friars  unto  the  common  people. 
Fri«r»        And  no  less  inconvenience  and  danger,  also,  by  the  said  friars  ariseth  to  the 
atahn  «  clergy  ;  forasmuch  us  laymen,  seeing  their  children  thus  to  be  stolen  from  them 
vcr»aie»  Ul      uuiver8!068  by  the  friars,  do  refuse  therefore  to  send  them  to  their  studies ; 
rather  willing  to  keep  them  at  home  to  their  occupation,  or  to  follow  the  plough, 
than  so  to  be  circumvented  and  defeated  of  their  sons  at  the  university,  "  as 
Thirty     by  daily  experience,"  saith  he,  "  doth  manifestly  appear."    "  For  whereas  in 
thou*»nd  „,y  time,"  saith  Armachanus,  "  there  were  in  trie  university  of  Oxford  thirty 
in  oxford,  thousand  students,  now  are  there  not  to  be  found  six  thousand ;  the  occasion 
in  the    '  of  which  so  great  decay  is  to  be  ascribed  to  no  other  cause  but  to  this  circum- 
Anru£f    vention  only  of  the  friars  above  mentioned. 

rhanui.       Over  and  besides  this,  another  inconvenience  as  great  or  greater,  the  said 
Priar»  •    Armachanus  inferred  to  proceed  by  the  friars,  through  the  decay  of  doctrine 
{fjj^1      and  knowledge  in  all  manner  of  faculties  and  liberal  sciences,  which  thus  he 
decay  of  declared  :  for  that  these  begging  friars,  through  their  privileges  obtained  of  the 
learning,  popes  to  preach,  to  hear  confessions,  and  to  bury,  and  through  their  charters  of 
impropriations,  did  grow,  thereby,  to  such  great  riches  and  possessions,  by  their 
begging,  craving,  catching  and  intermeddling  with  church  matters,  that  no 
book  could  stir  of  any  science,  either  of  divinity,  law,  or  physic,  but  thev  were 
Booka     both  able  and  ready  to  buy  it  up.    So  that  every  covent  having  a  great  library 
"°tirn  for        ^lu"'' ;ilu'  furnished  with  all  sorts  of  books,  and  there  being  so  many 
the  friar*,  covents  within  the  realm,  and  in  every  covent  so  many  friars  increasing  daily 
more  and  more ;  by  reason  whereof  it  came  to  pass,  that  very  few  books,  or 
Example  none  at  all,  remain  for  other  students.    This,  by  his  own  experience  he  thus 
of  book'0*  tt'st'fi<-,th,  saying ;  that  he  himself  sent  forth  to  the  university  four  of  his  own 
roiuetb*  priests  or  chaplains,  who,  sending  him  word  again,  that  they  could  neither  find 
by  the     the  Bible,  nor  any  other  good  profitable  book  of  divinity  meet  for  their  study, 


was  sure,  was  returned  by  this  time. 

Furthermore,  as  he  hath  proved  hitherto  the  friars  to  be  hurtful  both  to  the 
nitty  in  laity,  and  to  the  clergy  ;  so  proceeding  farther,  he  proveth  them  to  be  hurtful 
faults :  «1m>  to  themselves :  and  that  in  three  points,  as  incurring  the  vice  of  disobe- 
i  Dito-  die  nee  against  God,  and  against  their  own  rule;  the  vice  of  avarice,  and  the 
?Ava"'  "cc  of  Pride-  The  probation  of  all  which  points  he  prosecuted  in  a  long 
rice.  discourse. 

s.  Pride.  First,  saith  he,  they  are  disobedient  to  the  law  of  God,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
rhTiun.  covet  *v  neighbour's  house,  ox,  nor  ass,  nor  any  thing  that  is  his;"  in  that 
chargeth  they  procure  the  pope's  letters  to  preach  in  churches,  and  to  take  burials  from 
wUi!di™  cnurc«ie8»  w,tn  license  annexed  withal  to  receive  the  avails  which  riae  of  the 
same,  which  properly  belongeth  to  the  right  of  parish  priests. 

Item,  They  are  disobedient  to  this  rule  of  the  gospel :  14  So  do  to  other,  as 
Skwtto    tuou  wouldest  have  done  to  thee." 

the  rule       Item,  They  be  disobedient  against  their  own  rule,  which  being  foui 
t  jj-'e' r; ''    "trict  poverty  and  beggary,  this  license  obtained  for  them,  to  require  nec 
of  the  people  for  their  labours,  is  repugning  against  the  same  foundation. 
Item,  They  be  disobedient  to  the  rule  of  the  Scripture,  which  saith,  «  Let  no 


OBAT10K  OF  ABMACIIANUS  AGAINST  BEGGING  FRIARS. 


761 


man  take  honour  unto  him,  except  he  be  culled,  as  Aaron."    Abo  St.  Paul  saith,  Krf«  ,,-,< 
"  How  shall  they  preach,  unless  they  be  sent  ? "  And  how  observe  they  this  in- 
rule  of  obedience,  who  professing  to  keep  the  perfection  of  the  gospel,  yet  con-    ^  jj 
trary  to  the  gospel  procure  to  themselves  privileges  to  run  before  they  be  sent  ?  \-jc,o 

Item,  To  their  own  rule  they  are  disobedient;  for  where  their  chapter  saith,  — '  — 

that  if  any  will  take  upon  them  this  order,  and  will  come  to  our  brethren ;  let 
our  brethren  first  send  them  to  the  provincials,  to  be  examined  of  the  catholic 
fuith  and  sacraments  of  the  church,  &c. ;  contrary  hereunto  the  friars  have 
procured  a  privilege,  that  not  only  the  provincials,  but  other  inferiors,  also,  may 
take  unto  them  indifferently  whom  they  can  catch ;  so  far,  without  all  exami- 
nation, that  almost  at  this  day  there  is  no  notable  house  of  friars,  wherein  is  not 
either  a  whole,  or  half  a  covent  of  lads  and  boys  under  ten  years  old,  being 
circumvented,  who  neither  can  skill  of  the  creed  nor  sacraments. 

Again,  the  rule  of  Francis  saith,  that  his  brethren  Observants  must  observe  Dinobc- 
not  to  preach  in  the  diocese  of  any  bishop,  without  the  consent  of  the  bishop ;  Jjjjj'j  J* 
and,  moreover,  the  said  Francis,  in  his  testament,  saith,  that  if  lie  had  as  much  profct 
wisdom  as  Solomon,  and  found  poor  secular  priests  in  the  parishes  where  they  »*°n- 
dwell,  yet  he  would  not  presume  to  preach  without  their  will,  and  also  would 
fear,  love,  and  honour  them,  and  all  other  as  his  masters,  and  so  they  be. 

Against  which  rule  how  the  friars  do  disobey,  how  little  they  reverence  bishops 
or  secular  priests,  what  privileges,  exemptions,  and  immunities  they  procure 
against  them,  the  world  may  see  and  judge. 

Item,  When  none  may  be  admitted  to  preach,  or  to  hear  confessions,  unless 
they  be  entered  into  orders;  nnd,  seeing  by  the  common  law  of  the  church, 
none  mu»t  be  admitted  into  holy  orders,  except  he  have  sufficient  title  of  living 
and  clothing ;  the  friars,  therefore,  having  no  such  title,  being  wilful  beggars, 
do  disobey  in  both  respects,  that  is,  both  in  entering  into  sucli  orders  without 
convenient  title,  and  in  exercising  the  office  of  preaching  without  such  lawful 
orders. 

Moreover,  the  aforesaid  Francis  in  his  testament  commanded!  thus:  "  I 
command,"  saith  he,  "  firmly  by  virtue  of  obedience,  to  all  and  singular  my 
brethren  wheresoever  they  be,  that  none  of  them  presume  to  obtain  in  the 
court  of  Rome  any  letter  or  writing,  either  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  means, 
neither  for  the  church,  nor  for  any  other  place,  nor  under  any  colour  of  preach- 
ing, nor  yet  for  the  persecuting  of  their  own  bodies,"  &c.  Against  which 
testament  of  Francis,  the  Franciscans,  in  procuring  their  privileges  from  the 
bishop  of  Home,  have  incurred  manifest  disobedience  as  all  the  world  may  see. 
Neither  will  this  objection  serve  them,  because  the  pope  hath  dispensed  with 
Francis'  rule.  For  if  the  testament  of  Francis,  as  he  saith,  came  from  God 
(and  so  shoidd  God  have  three  testaments),  how  then  can  the  pope  repeal  his 
precept,  or  dispense  with  his  rule,  when  by  the  rule  of  the  law,  '«  Par  in  parem 
non  h  abet  imperium  ? " 

Secondly,  concerning  the  vice  of  avarice,  manifestly  it  may  be  proved  upon 
them,  saith  Armachanus ;  for  else,  seeing  so  many  charges  belong  to  the  oiliee 
of  a  secular  parish  priest,  as  to  minister  the  sacrament  at  Easter,  to  visit  the 
sick  with  extreme  unction,  to  baptize  children,  to  wed,  with  such  others,  wherein  Arma- 
standcth  as  great  devotion;  how  then  happeneth  it  that  these  friars,  making  no  C|,J,"U» 
labour  for  these,  only  procure  to  themselves  privileges  to  preach  in  churches,  to  ,|,r  (r\Att 
hear  confessions,  and  to  receive  license  to  bury  from  parish  churches,  but  JjHb  »v»- 
because  there  is  lucre  and  gain,  in  these,  to  be  looked  for,  in  the  other  is  none  ?  rlc*- 

Which  also  may  appear  by  this,  for,  otherwise,  if  it  were  for  mere  devotion  Another 
only  that  they  procure  license  to  bury  from  parish  churches  and  to  preach ;  why  l'ro°r- 
then  have  they  procured  withal,  license  to  take  offerings,  oblations,  and 
legacies  for  their  funerals?   And,  for  their  preaching,  why  have  they  annexed 
also  license  to  require  and  take,  of  the  people,  necessaries  for  their  labour,  but 
only  that  avarice  is  the  cause  thereof  ? 

Likewise,  for  hearing  of  confessions,  when  all  good  men  have  enough  to  Another 
know  their  own  faults,  and  nothing  list  to  hear  the  faults  of  other;  it  is  probably  V™' 
to  be  supposed,  by  this  their  privilege  of  hearing  all  men's  confessions,  that 
they  would  never  have  been  so  desirous  of  procuring  that  privilege,  were  it  not 
that  these  friars  did  feel  some  sweetness  and  gain  to  hang  upon  the  same. 

Item,  where  the  rule  of  friar  Francis  forbiddeth  them  to  keep  company  with 
any  woman,  to  enter  into  monasteries,  to  be  godfathers  and  gossips  to  men  and 
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Xdmard  women ;  how  comet  h  it  that  they,  contrary  to  their  rule,  enter  into  the  secret 
lu-    chambers  of  queens  and  other  women,  and  are  made  to  know  the  most  secret 
A  j}    counsels  of  their  doings,  but  that  avarice  and  commodity  have  so  blinded  their 

1360    eve8'  an(*  st'™"6**  tncir  hearts  ? 
— ! — 1-     Thirdly,  that  the  friars  fall  into  the  vice  of  pride  and  ambition,  the  said 
Arm»-     Armachanus  proved  thus : 

ehanmth      To        or  to  procure  ^y  high  place  in  the  church,  is  a  point  of  pride  and 
the  friars  ambition.1    "  Nunquam  sine  ambitione  desideratur  primatus  in  ecclesia." 
W|*JI  The  friars  seek  and  procure  a  high  place  in  the  church. 

Ergo,  the  friars  are  proud  and  ambitious. 

The  minor  he  proveth,  to  have  the  state  of  preaching  and  hearing  confessions 
is,  in  the  church,  a  state  of  honour. 

The  friars  seek,  and  have  procured,  the  state  of  preaching  and  hearing  con- 
fessions. 

Ergo,  the  friars  seek  and  procure  a  high  place  in  the  church,  &c. 
The  third     III.  His  third  conclusion  was,  that  "  the  Lord  Christ  in  his  human  conversation 
•faoar     WM  a'way8  poor,  not  for  that  he  loved  or  desired  poverty  for  itself,"  &c 
article.     Wherein  this  is  to  be  noted ;  that  Armachanus  differed  not  from  the  friars  in 
this,  that  Christ  was  poor,  and  that  he  loved  poverty ;  but  herein  stood  the 
difference,  in  manner  of  loving,  that  is,  whether  he  loved  poverty  for  itself,  or 
not.    Wherein  the  aforesaid  Armachanus  used  four  probations. 

First,  forasmuch  as  to  be  poor  is  nothing  else  but  to  be  miserable,  and  seeing 
no  man  coveteth  to  be  in  misery  for  itself;  therefore  he  concluded  that  Christ 
desired  not  poverty  for  itself. 

His  second  reason  was  derived  out  of  Aristotle  :*  Nothing,  saith  he,  is  to  be 
loved  for  iUeif,  but  that  which  (all  commodities  being  secluded  which  follow 
thereupon)  is  voluntarily  sought  and  desired.  But  take  from  poverty  all  respect 
of  commodities  following  the  same,  and  it  would  be  sought  neither  of  God  nor 
man.    Ergo,  he  concluded,  Christ  loved  not  poverty  for  itself. 

Thirdly  again,  no  effect  of  sin,  said  he,  is  to  be  loved  for  itself.  But 
is  the  effect  of  sin.    Ergo,  poverty  was  not  loved  of  Christ  for  itself. 

Fourthly,  no  privation  of  the  thing  that  is  good,  is  to  be  loved  for  itself. 
Poverty  is  the  privation  of  the  thing  that  is  good,  that  is,  of  riches,  for  God 
himself  is  principally  rich.    Ergo,  poverty  for  itself  was  not  loved  of  Christ. 

Ills  IV.  "  The  fourth  conclusion  was,  that  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour  did  never 

co'iHu  wilfully."    Which  he  proveth  by  sundry  reasons. 

L  For  that  Christ  in  so  doing  should  break  the  law,  which  saith,  "  Thou 
shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  house,  his  wife,  his  servant,  his  maid,  his  ox, 
his  ass,  or  any  thing  that  is  lib"  [Exoil.  xx.] ;  the  danger  of  which  command- 
ment he  that  beggeth  voluntarily  must  needs  incur. 

2.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  voluntarily,  he  should  have  committed  sin 
against  another  commandment,  which  saith,  "  There  shall  be  no  beggar,  nor 
needy  person  among  you,"  &c.  [Deut.  vi.] 

3.  Item,  Christ  in  so  doing  should  have  transgressed  the  emperor's  law, 
under  which  he  would  himself  be  subject  (as  appeareth  by  giving,  and  bidding 
tribute  to  be  given,  to  Caesar),  forasmuch  as  the  same  emperor's  law  saith, 
"  There  shall  no  valiant  beggar  be  suffered  in  the  city." 

4.  Item,  If  Christ  had  been  a  wilful  beggar,  he  had  broke  the  law  of  loving 
his  neighbour ;  whom  he  had  vexed,  having  no  need.  For  whoso,  without  need, 
asketh  or  cravcth  of  his  neighbour,  doth  but  vex  him,  in  such  sort  as  he  would 
not  be  vexed  himself:  which  Christ  would  never  do. 

5.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  wilfully,  he  had  moved  slander,  thereby,  to  his 
own  gospel,  which  he  with  miracles  did  confirm ;  for  then  they  that  saw  his 
miracle  in  feeding  five  thousand  in  the  wilderness,  would  have  thought  much 
with  themselves  how  that  miracle  had  been  wrought,  if  he  who  fed  others, 
either  could  not,  or  woidd  not  feed  himself. 

6.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  wilfully,  then  he  had  done  that  which  himself 
condemneth  by  Paul,  for  so  we  read,  fl  Tim.  vi.]  that  Paul  condemneth 
them,  who  esteem  piety  to  be  gain  and  lucre ;  which  all  they  do,  who,  under 
the  colour  of  piety,  hunt  or  seek  for  gain,  when  otherwise  they  need  not 

7.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  wilfully,  he  had  offended  in  declaring  an 


(1)  Chrysost  in  operc  perfecto. 


(2)  Arist.  Ethk  lib.  1. 
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untruth  in  so  doing;  for  he  tint  knowcth,  in  his  mind,  that  he  n<<edeth  not  in 
deed,  that  thing  which  in  word  he  asketh  of  another,  declareth  in  himself  an  111 
untruth,  as  who  in  word  pretendeth  to  be  otherwise  than  he  is  in  very  deed ;    ^  jj 
which  Christ  without  doubt  never  did,  nor  would  ever  do.  j.^' 

8.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  wilfully,  that  is,  having  no  true  need  there-  —  ~ 

unto,  then  had  he  appeared  either  to  be  a  hypocrite,  seeming  to  be  that  he  was 

not,  and  to  lack,  when  he  did  not ;  or  else  to  be  a  true  beggar  in  very  deed, 
not  able  to  suffice  his  necessity.  For  he  is  a  true  beggar  indeed,  who,  being 
constrained  by  mere  necessity,  is  forced  to  ask  of  another  that  which  he  is  not 
able  to  give  to  himself.    But  neither  of  these  two  agreeth  to  Christ. 

9.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  wilfully,  then  why  did  Peter  rebuke  the 
mother  of  St.  Clement,  his  disciple,  finding  her  to  stand  among  the  beggars, 
whom  he  thought  to  be  strong  enough  to  labour  with  her  hands  for  her  living, 
if  she,  in  so  doing,  had  followed  the  example  of  Christ  ?» 

10.  Item,  If  Christ  had  begged  wilfully,  and  if  the  friars  do  rightly  define  Clement's 
perfection  of  the  gospel  by  wilful  poverty,  then  was  Clement,   St.  Peter's  <?*«mPlc 
successor,  to  blame,  who  laboured  so  much  to  remove  away  beggary  and  tnlhe"7 
poverty  from  among  all  them  that  were  converted  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  is  *" 
specially,  for  the  same,  commended  of  the  church. 

11.  Again,  why  did  the  said  Clement,  writing  to  James,  bishop  of  Jerusalem,* 
command  so  much  to  obey  the  doctrine  and  examples  of  the  apostles ;  who,  as 
he  showeth  in  that  epistle,  had  no  beggar  or  needy  person  amongst  them,  if 
christian  perfection,  by  the  friars'  philosophy,  standeth  in  wilful  beggary  ? 

12.  Item,  If  Christ  the  high  priest  had  begged  wilfully,  then  did  the  holy 
church  err  wittingly,  which  ordained  that  none  without  sufficient  title  of  living 
and  clothing,  should  be  admitted  to  holy  orders.  And  moreover,  when  it  is 
said,  in  the  canonical  decrees,  that  the  bishop  or  clerk  that  beggeth.  bringeth 
shame  upon  the  whole  order  of  the  clergy. 

13.  Item,  If  Christ  had  wilfully  begged,  then  the  example  of  wilful  poverty 
had  pertained  to  the  perfection  of  christian  life,  which  is  contrary  to  the  old 
law,  which  commandeth  the  priests  (who  lived  then  after  the  perfection  of  the 
law)  to  have  possessions  and  tithes  to  keep  them  from  beggary. 

H.  Item,  If  Christ  did  wilfully  beg,  then  beggary  were  a  point  of  christian 
perfection  :  and  so  the  church  of  God  should  err,  in  admitting  such  patrimonies 
and  donations  given  to  the  church,  and  so  in  taking  from  the  prelates  their 
perfection. 

15.  Again,  what  will  these  friars,  who  put  their  perfection  in  begging,  say 
lo  Melchisedec,  who,  without  begging  or  wilful  poverty,  was  the  high  priest  of 
God,  and  king  of  Salem,  and  prefigured  the  order  and  priesthood  of  Christ? 

16.  And  if  beggary  be  such  a  perfection  of  the  gospel,  as  the  friars  say, 
how  cometh  it,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  given  to  the  apostles,  which  should  lead 
them  into  all  truth,  told  them  no  word  of  this  beggarly  perfection,  neither  is 
there  any  word  mentioned  thereof  throughout  the  whole  Testament  of  God  ? 

17.  Moreover,  where  the  prophet  saith,  "  I  never  did  see  the  just  ma:i 
forsaken,  nor  his  seed  go  begging  their  bread :"  how  standeth  this  with  the 
justice  of  Christ,  which  was  most  perfectly  just,  if  he  should  be  forsaken, 
or  his  seed  go  beg  their  bread  ?  and  then  how  agreeth  this  with  the  abomi- 
nable doctrines  of  friars  Franciscan,  who  put  their  perfection  in  wilful  begging  ? 

18.  Finally,  do  we  not  read  that  Christ  sent  his  disciples  to  preach  with- 
out scrip  or  wallet,  and  bade  them  salute  no  man  by  the  way ;  meaning 
that  they  should  beg  nothing  of  any  man  ?  Did  not  the  same  Christ  also 
labour  with  his  hands  under  Joseph?  St.  Paul,  likewise,  did  he  not  labour 
with  his  hands,  rather  ihan  he  would  burden  the  church  of  the  Corinthians? 
And  where  now  is  the  doctrine  of  the  friars,  which  putteth  the  state  of 
perfection  in  wilful  begging  ? 

V.  The  fifth  conclusion  of  Armachanus  against  the  friars,  was  this,  "  that  Fifth 


Christ  never  taught_any  man  wilfully  to  beg,"  which  he  proved  thus :  It  is  A'"m'°n  of 


written,  [Actsi.]"  Christ  began  to  do  and  to  teach."    If  Christ,  therefore,  . 
who  did  never  wilfully  beg  nimself,  as  hath  been  proved,  had  taught  men  ««»ln«» 
otherwise  to  do ;  then  nis  doing  and  teaching  had  not  agreed  together.  the  fn"' 

Item,  If  Christ,  who  never  begged  himself  wilfully,  had  taught  men  thin 


(1)  Ex  viUS.  dementis. 


v2)  Qujcst.  xlii.  cap.  I. 
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Jidimrd  doctrine  of  wilful  begging,  contrary  to  his  own  doing;  he  had  given  suspicion 
llL     of  his  doctrine,  and  ministered  slander  of  the  same,  as  hath  been  proved 
^  ij    before  in  the  fourth  conclusion. 

j3*co'  Moreover,  in  so  teaching,  he  had  taught  contrary  to  the  emperor's  just  law, 
 1—  which  expressly  forbiddeth  the  same. 

sixth  VI.  The  sixth  conclusion  of  Annachanus  against  the  friars  was,  "  that  our 
™"nc,u-  Lord  Jesus  Christ  teacheth  us,  that  we  should  not  beg  wilfully,"  which  he 
a« st     proveth  by  seven  or  eight  reasons. 

'rim  i.  Where  it  is  written,  [Luke  xiv.]  "When  thou  makest  a  feast,  call  the 
poor,  weak,  lame,  and  blind ;  and  thou  shalt  be  blessed :  for  they  have  not 
wherewith  to  reward  thee  again." 


To  this  also  pertaineth  the  decree  of  the  apostle,  [2  Thess.  Hi.]  "  He  that 
will  not  work,  let  him  not  eat."  Furthermore,  the  same  apostle  addeth  in  the 
same  place :  "  For  you  have  us  for  example,  how  we  were  burdensome  to  no 
man,  neither  did  we  eat  our  bread  freely,  but  with  labour  and  weariuess,  toiling 
both  day  and  night,  and  all  because  we  would  not  burden  you,"  &c. 

2.  Item,  Where  we  read  in  the  Scripture  the  slothful  man  reprehended, 
[Prov.  vi.]  "  Why  sleepest  thou,  O  sluggard  ?  thy  poverty  and  beggary  are 
coming  upon  thee  like  an  armed  man,"  &c.  And  again,  in  the  same  book  of 
Proverbs,  "  The  slothful  man,"  saith  the  Scripture,  "  lor  cold  woidd  not  go  to 
the  plough,  therefore  he  shall  beg  in  summer,  and  no  man  shall  give  him, '  Src. 
Also  in  the  said  book  of  Proverbs,  the  last  chapter,  M  The  diligent  labouring 
woman  is  commended,  whose  fingers  are  exercised  about  the  rock  and  spindle." 
And  all  these  places  make  against  the  wilful  begging  of  sturdy  friars. 
The  rule  3.  Item,  Friar  Francis,  their  own  founder,  in  his  own  testament  saith, 
Ftwci..  "  A,ld  1  .have  laboured  with  mine  own  hands,  and  will  labour,  and  will  that  all 
my  friarlings  shall  labour  and  live  by  their  labour,  whereby  they  may  support 
themselves  in  an  honest  way.  And  they  that  cannot  work,  let  them  leara  to 
work,  not  for  any  covetousness  to  receive  for  their  labour,  but  for  example 
of  good  works,  and  to  avoid  idleness.  And  when  the  price  of  their  labour 
is  not  given  them,  let  them  resort  to  the  Lord's  table,  ana  ask  their  alms  from 
door  to  door,"  &c.  Thus  much  in  his  testament  And  in  his  rule  he  saith, 
"  Such  brethren  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  the  gift  to  labour,  let  them 
labour  faithfully  and  devoutly,"  &c.  Wherefore  it  is  to  be  marvelled  how  those 
friars  with  their  wilful  begging,  dare  transgress  the  rule  and  obedience  of  friar 
Francis,  their  great  grandfather's  testament. 

4.  Item,  If  Christ  at  any  time  did  beg,  or  did  lack,  it  was  more  because 
he  would  use  a  miracle  in  his  own  person,  than  because  he  woidd  beg  wilfully ; 
as  when  he  sent  Peter  to  the  sea  to  find  a  groat  in  the  mouth  of  the  fish;  which 
thing  yet  he  thought  rather  to  do,  than  to  beg  the  gToat  of  the  people,  which 
he  might  soon  have  obtained. 

5.  Item,  By  divers  other  his  examples  he  seemeth  to  teach  the  same,  as 
where  he  saith,  "The  workman  is  worthy  of  his  hire;"  also,  "  The  workman  is 
worthy  of  his  meat "  [Matth.  x.  Luke  x. ]  ;  and  when  he  spake  to  Zaccheus  that 
he  would  turn  into  his  house.  And  so  likewise  in  Bethany,  and  all  other  places, 
be  ever  used  rather  to  burden  his  friends  than  to  beg  of  others  unacquainted. 

6.  Item,  With  plain  precept,  thus  he  sendeth  forth  his  disciples,  willing 
them  not  to  go  from  house  to  house  [Luke  x.]  as  friars  used  now  to  go. 
Many  other  Scriptures  there  be  which  reprove  begging,  as  where  it  is  said, 
"The  foot  of  a  fool  is  swift  to  the  house  of  his  neighbour"  [Eccles.  xxix.] ;  and 
in  another  place,  "  My  child,"  saith  he,  "  see  thou  want  not  in  the  time  of  thy 
life,  for  better  it  is  to  die,  than  to  lack  "  [Eccles.  xxi.] 

7.  Item,  Where  Christ,  counselling  the  young  man,  bade  him  go  and  sell 
what  he  had,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  follow  him  if  he  would  be  perfect ;  he 
doth  not  there  call  him  to  wilful  begging,  but  calleth  him  to  follow  him,  who 
did  not  beg  wilfully. 

t*vcnih  VII.  The  seventh  conclusion  of  Annachanus  is,  "  that  no  wise  nor  true  holy 
rtm  of  mftn  can  toke  uPon  him  wiNul  poverty  to  be  observed  always,"  which  he 
Anna-     proveth  by  four  reasons. 

ci:anu»        i  Thai  wilful  beggary  was  reproved  both  by  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and 
?hci"ur§.  °f  the  apostles,  as  in  the  conclusion  before  hath  been  declared. 

2.  Item,  A  man  in  taking  upon  him  wilful  beggary,  in  so  doing  should  lead 


NOTES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  IN  THE  ORATION  OF  ARM  A  CHAN  US.  765 


himself  into  temptation,  which  were  against  the  Lord's  Prayer.    Forasmuch  Ed*«nt 
also  as  Solomon  [Prov.  xxx.]  saith,  "  O  Lord,  beggary  and  great  riches  give  In- 
me  not,  but  only  sufficiency  to  live  upon,  lest  if  I  have  too  much,  I  be  driven    ^  ^ 
to  deny  thee,  and  say,  Who  is  the  Lord?    Again,  if  I  have  too  little,  I  be  ].»60* 

forced  thereby  to  steal,  and  perjure  the  name  of  my  God.''    Wherefore  saith  — .  - 

Eccles.  xxvii.,  "  tor  need  many  have  offended.''    And  therefore  they  that  Wilful 
choose  wilrulpoverty,  take  to  them  great  occasion  of  temptation.  beggary 


3.  Item,  They  that  take  wilful  poverty  upon  them,  when  they  need  not,  J^.1" 
induce  themselves  voluntarily  to  break  the  commandment  of  God,  "Thou  shalt  mftft* 
not  covet  thy  neighbour's  house,"  &c.  Again,  where  it  is  commanded,  "  There 
shall  be  no  beggar  among  you,"  &c. 

4.  Item,  He  that  takcth  upon  him  needlessly  and  wilfully  to  beg,  maketh 
himself  unapt  to  receive  holy  orders,  having,  as  it  is  said,  no  sufficient  title 
thereunto,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  church. 


c 


VIII.  The  eighth  conclusion  of  this  matter  is,  that  it  is  not  agreeing  to  the  Eighth 
rule  of  the  Friars  Observant,  to  observe  wilful  beggary ;  which,  saith  he,  may  be  "Jjj," 
proved,  because  friar  Francis,  both  in  his  rule,  and  in  his  testament  left  to  his  Amm- 
Franciscans,  doth  plainly  prefer  labour  before  begging.  ehanus. 

IX.  The  ninth  and  last  conclusion  of  this  matter  is,  that  the  bull  of  pope  Ninth 
Alexander  IV.  which  condemneth  the  book  of  the  masters  of  Paris,'  impugneth  JUJ„lu" 
none  of  these  conclusions  premised.    For  the  proof  thereof  he  thus  inferred  : 

1.  That  pope  John  XXIV.,  in  his  constitution,  beginning  thus,  "  Quia  Pope  Ni- 
qunnmdam,  '  affirmeth  expressly,  how  pope  Nicholas  III.  revoked  and  called  i^J*1"^ 
back  the  said  bull  of  pope  Alexander  IV.,  and  all  other  writings  of  his,  touch-  v»keth 
ing  all  such  articles,  which,  in  the  same  aforesaid  constitution  ot  this  pope  John,  the  bull  of 
be  contained  and  declared.    Wherein  also  is  declared  how  strait  the  poverty  of  ai««ii- 
the  friars  ought  to  be,  which  they  call  wilful  poverty.  deriv. 

2.  Item,  It  is  manifest  and  notorious  to  all  men,  how  the  said  pope  Nicholas 
III.,  in  his  declaration  ahoweth  how  the  friars  ought  both  to  labour  with  their 
hands,  and  how,  moreover,  the  said  friars  ought  not  to  preach  within  the 
diocese  of  any  bishop,  wheresoever  they  be  resisted  :  which  being  so,  the  con- 
clusion appeareth  that  the  bull  of  pope  Alexander  IV.,  as  touching  these 
articles,  is  void  and  of  none  effect  Besides  these  articles,  there  is  nothing  else 
in  the  said  bull  of  Alexander,  that  I  remember,  which  impugneth  any  of  these 
conclusions  premised. 

"  Many  things  more,"  said  he,  "  I  had  besides  these,  both  to  object  and  to  The  end 
answer  again  to  the  same,  and  to  confirm,  more  surely  and  firmly,  these  my  c?c],"n0f 
reasons  and  assertions  premised.    But  I  have  already  too  much  wearied  your  this  ora- 
holiness,  and  your  reverend  lordships  here  present;  wherefore  I  conclude,  and  JJj"* 
humbly  and  devoutly  beseech  you,  according  to  my  former  petition  premised  ^ 
in  the  beginning  of  this  matter,  that  you  judge  not  after  the  outward  face,  but  before  the 
judge  ye  true  judgment.'  I*0!*- 


NOTES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  IN  THIS   FORMER  ORATION  OF 

ARM  ACH  ANUS. 

By  this  oration  of  Armachanus  the  learned  prelate,  thus  made  Note,  to 
l>efore  pope  Innocent  and  his  cardinals,  divers  and  sundry  things  £r"eu. 
there  be,  for  the  utility  of  the  church,  worthy  to  be  observed.  First, 
what  troubles  and  vexations  came  to  the  church  of  Christ  by  these 
friars.    Also  what  persecution  followeth  after,  by  means  of  them, 
against  so  many  learned  men  and  true  servants  of  Christ.  Further- 
more, what  repugnance  and  contrariety  there  was  among  the  popes,  comm- 
and how  they  could  not  agree  among  themselves  about  the  friars.  am0ynR 
Fourthly,  what  pestiferous  doctrine,  subverting  well  nigh  the  testament 
of  Jesus  Christ.    Fifthly,  what  decay  of  ministers  in  Christ's  church, 
as  appeareth.    Sixthly,  what  robbing  and  circumventing  of  men's 


(1)  Tonehln  •  this  book  of  the  masters  of  Pari*  condemned,  look  p.  753. 

(2)  Ex  libro  Arinachani,  cul  titulus,  Defcnsorlum  Curaiorum. 
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children,  as  appeareth.    Seventhly,  what  decay  of  universities,  as 
appcareth  by  Oxford  (p.  7<>0).    Eighthly,  that  damage  to  learning, 
A.  p.  and  lack  of  books  to  students,  came  by  these  friars,  as  appeareth. 
Ninthly,  to  what  pride,  under  colour  of  feigned  humility,  to  what 
riches,  under  dissembled  poverty  they  grew,  here  is  to  be  seen  ;  inso- 
much that  at  length,  through  their  subtle  and  most  dangerous  hypo- 
crisy, they  crept  up  to  be  lords,  archbishops,  cardinals,  and  at  Last 
also  chancellors  of  realms,  yea  and  of  most  secret  counsel  with  kings 
and  queens,  as  appeareth. 
wvther     All  these  things  well  considered,  now  rcmaineth  in  the  church  to 
mIk<T"p  ue  marked  ;  that  forasmuch  as  these  friars  (with  their  new-found  tes- 
or\ntiy  *amcn'  °f  n^ar  Francis),  not  being  contented  with  the  testament  of 
chrut  or  God  in  his  Son  Christ,  began  to  spring  up  at  the  same  time  when 
Satan  was  prophesied  to  be  let  loose  by  order  of  the  Scripture ; 
whether,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  doubted  that  these  friars  make  up  the 
body  of  Antichrist,  which  is  prophesied  to  come  in  the  church,  or  not ; 
which  is  much  less  to  be  doubted,  because  whoso  list  to  try  shall  find, 
that  of  all  other  enemies  of  Christ,  of  whom  some  be  manifest,  some 
be  privy,  all  be  together  cruel,  yet  is  there  no  such  sort  of  enemies 
that  more  sleightily  deceiveth  the  simple  Christian,  or  more  deeply 
drowncth  him  in  damnation,  than  doth  this  doctrine  of  the  friars. 
The  But  of  this  oration  of  Armachanus  enough.    What  success  it  had 

P*\y  °  with  the  pope,  by  story  it  is  not  certain,  but  by  his  own.  life  declared, 
cAhTnti.  ■*  appeareth  that  the  Lord  so  wrought  that  his  enemies  did  not 
triumph  over  him.  Notwithstanding,  this  by  story  appeareth,  that 
he  was  seven  or  eight  years  in  banishment  for  the  same  matter,  and 
n^onJ0"  there  died  in  the  same  at  Avignon,  of  whom,  a  certain  cardinal  hearing 
mSiF*  °f  his  death,  openly  protested  that  the  same  day  a  mighty  pillar  of 
him.      Christ's  church  was  fallen. 

After  the  death  of  Armachanus,  the  friars  had  contention  likewise 
with  the  monks  of  Benedict's  order1  about  the  same  year  (a.d.  1860), 
and  so  removed  their  cause,  both  against  the  monks,  and  against  the 
Frijir.    university  of  Oxford,  unto  the  court  of  Rome ;  wherein,  saith  the 
3?.™l  author,  they  lacked  another  Richard.4    By  this  that  appeareth  to  be 
oxTorii0'  true>  wmch  '8  testified  in  the  first  volume  of  Waldenus,  that  long 
debate  continued  between  the  friars  and  the  university  of  Oxford. 
English  Against  the  friars  first  stood  up  Robert  Grosthead,  bishop  of  Lincoln, 


ailain7t    above  mentioned  ;  then  Sevallus  of  York  ;  afterwards  John  of  Bacon 
the  friars,  thorpe,  and  now  this  Armachanus,  of  whom  here  presently  we  treat ; 

and  after  him  again  John  Wickliff,  of  whom  (Christ  willing)  we 
Fri«r«  will  speak  hereafter.'  Against  this  aforesaid  Armachanus  wrote  divers 
i gainst "  friars ;  Roger  Conaway,  a  Franciscan,  John  Heyldesham,  a  Carmelite, 
Anna-  Galfridus  Hardby,  a  friar  Augustine.  Also  friar  Engelbert,  a  Domi- 
nican, in  a  book  entitled  4  Dcfensorium  Privilegiorum,'  and  divers 
others.  I  credibly  hear  of  certain  old  Irish  Bibles  translated  long 
since  into  the  Irish.  tongue,4  which,  if  it  be  true,  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
the  doing  of  any  one  but  of  this  Armachanus.  And  thus  much  of 
this  learned  prelate  and  archbishop  of  Ireland,  a  man  worthy,  for  his 
christian  zeal,  of  immortal  commendation. 

After  the  death  of  this  Innocent,  next  was  poped  in  the  see  of 

(1)  Ex  Chron.  Reg.  Rich.  II.  (»  Ex  Botonero.  (3)  Ex  Waldeno. 

(4)  Testified  by  certain  Englishmen,  which  are  yet  alive,  and  bava  sc«n  it. 
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Rome  pope  Urban  V.,  who,  by  the  father's  side,  was  an  Englishman.  Edward 
This  Urban  had  been  a  waiter  a  long  time  in  the  court  of  Rome ;  and  111 
when  he  saw  no  promotion  would  light  upon  him,  complaining  to  a 
certain  friend  of  his,  he  made  to  him  his  moan,  saying,  That  he  — ' — - 
thought,  verily,  if  all  the  churches  of  the  world  should  fall,  yet  none  ^niphiin 
would  full  into  his  mouth.    His  friend  afterwards  seeing  him  to  be  e,h  ,h»« 
pope,  and  enthronized  in  his  threefold  crown,  cometh  to  him,  and  mofon 
putting  him  in  remembrance  of  his  words  to  him  before,  saith,  That  f*" 
whereas  his  holiness  had  moaned  his  fortune  to  him,  that  if  all  the  *?m- 
churches  in  the  world  would  fall,  none  would  fall  upon  his  head,  iwerto 
"  now,""  saith  he,  "  God  hath  otherwise  so  disposed,  that  all  the  t*^"' 
churches  in  the  world  are  fallen  upon  your  head.r'  ™£e 

This  pope  maintained  and  kindled  great  wars  in  Italy,  sending 
Egidius,  his  cardinal  and  legate,  and  after  him  Arduinus,  a  Burgun- 
dian,  as  his  legate  and  abbot,  with  great  puissance  and  much  money, 
against  sundry  cities  in  Italy  ;  by  whose  means  the  towns  and  cities 
which  before  had  broken  from  the  bishop  of  Rome  were  oppressed ; 
also  Barnabes  and  Galeaceus,  princes  of  Milan,  were  vanquished.1  How  the 
By  their  examples,  others  being  sorely  afraid,  submitted  themselves  c 


to  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  thus  came  up  that  wicked  church  to  her  tl 
great  possessions,  which  her  patrons  would  needs  father  upon  Con-  roy" 
stantine,  the  godly  emperor.  **"'°n*' 

In  the  time  of  this  pope  Urban  V.,  and  in  the  second  year  of  his 
reign,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  our  Lord  1364,  I  find  a 
certain  sermon  of  one  Nicholas  Orem,  made  before  the  pope  and  his 
cardinals,  on  Christmas-even.  In  which  sermon  the  learned  man  doth 
worthily  rebuke  the  prelates  and  priests  of  his  time,  declaring  their 
destruction  not  to  be  far  off,  by  certain  signs  taken  of  their  wicked 
and  corrupt  life.  All  the  sayings  of  the  prophets,  spoken  against  the 
wicked  priests  of  the  Jews,  he  doth  aptly  apply  against  the  clergy  of 
his  time,  comparing  the  church  then  present  to  the  spiritual  strumpet 
spoken  of  in  the  prophet  Ezekiel  [chap,  xvi.]  ;  and  he  proveth,  in 
conclusion,  the  clergy  of  the  church  then  to  be  so  much  worse  than 
the  old  synagogue  of  the  Jews,  by  how  much  it  is  worse  to  sell  the 
church  and  sacraments,  than  to  suffer  doves  to  be  sold  in  the  church. 
With  no  less  judgment  also,  and  learning,  he  answereth  to  the  old 
and  false  objections  of  the  papists,  who,  albeit  they  be  never  so 
wicked,  yet  think  themselves  to  be  the  church  which  the  Lord  cannot 
forsake.  All  these  things  to  the  intent  they  may  the  better  appear 
in  his  own  words,  I  have  thought  good  here*  to  translate  and  exhibit 
the  sermon  as  it  was  spoken  before  the  pope. 

A  Copy  of  a  Sermon  made  before  Pope  Urban  V.,  the  fourth  Sun- 
day in  Advent,  a.d.  1364,  by  Nicholas  Orem. 

"  Juxta  est  salus  mea,  ut  veniat,  et  justitia,"  &c.    That  is,  "  My  saving  The 
health  is  near  at  hand  to  come,  and  my  righteousness  to  be  revealed,"  &c.  w<"id 
[Isa.  li.l   After  the  sentence  of  St  Paul  [Horn,  ii.l,  and  in  divers  other  places, 
before  the  nativity  of  Christ,  the  whole  world  was  divided  into  two  sorts  of  men,  »ort»  of 
the  Jews  and  Gentiles.    The  Jews,  who  waited  for  the  opening  of  the  door  of  P**^*' 
paradise  by  the  blood  of  the  Saviour  to  come  :  the  Gentiles,  who  yet  sitting  in  inc*m&- 
darknes*  were  to  be  called  to  light,  and  to  be  justified  by  faith,  as  it  is  written  »'"»  "f 
in  Romans,  chap.  v.  Chr,*t- 

(1)  Ex  Sabcl  .I  n  1 1  ix.  lib.  8. 
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This  salvation,  pertaining  both  to  the  Jew  and  Gentile,  God  promised  before 
time  to  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  to  stir  up  the  desire  thereof  in  their  hearts 
.         the  more,  and  to  increase  their  firm  hope  and  faith  in  the  same.    As  first,  in 
I  „fi Micah  vi.,  the  voice  of  the  Lord  crieth,  "  Health  and  salvation  shall  be  to  all 
men  which  fear  my  name."    And  Isaiah  xlvi.,  "  I  will  give  in  Sion  salvation, 
and  in  Jerusalem  my  glory,"  &c,  with  divers  other  such  places.    And  foras- 
much as  hope  which  is  deferred  many  times,  doth  afflict  the  soul,  and  concciveth 
weariness  of  long  deferring ;  he,  therefore,  prophesying  of  the  nearness  of  the 
coming  thereof,  saith  moreover  [Isa.  xiv.l,  "  His  time  is  near  at  hand  to  come." 
Also  [Hab.  ii.],  "  He  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.      With  many  such  other 
places  more.    So  then  the  holy  fathers  being  in  Limbo,  looked  and  hnpfd 
that  he  should  bring  out  them  that  sat  bound,  and  which  in  the  house  of  prison 
sat  in  darkness,  as  we  read  in  Isaiah  xli.    Then  the  time  drew  on,  in  which 
came  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles,  and  in  which  the  I,ord  would  declare  the 
riches  of  this  mystery  hidden  from  the  world,  and  from  generations.  [Col.  i.] 
Wherefore  the  Lord,  in  this  text,  doth  both  certify  our  fathers  of  the  coming  of  our 
Saviour,  and  doth  comfort  them  toucliing  the  nearness  thereof,  and  also  teacbeth 
the  justification  of  the  Gentiles  by  faith,  approaching  now  near  at  hand,  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  my  text,  "  my  salvation  is  near."    Which  words  were 
fulfilled  th  en,  what  time  the  Lord  did  manifest  Ids  salvation,  and  did  reveal  his 
Three     righteousness  in  the  sight  of  all  the  Gentiles.    And  it  is  divided  into  three 
head*.     parts .  Qf  wj,ic},  the  first  speaketh  of  the  nearness  of  his  coming,  where  it  is 
said,  "  my  salvation  is  near."    The  second  concerneth  the  mystery  of  the 
advent  of  Christ  and  his  incantation,  where  he  saith,  "  ut  veniat"  &c.  Thirdly, 
is  considered  the  severity  of  God,  his  terrible  revenging  judgment  to  be  revealed, 
where  he  saith,  "  ut  reveletur,"  &c,  which  is  to  be  expounded  of  his  primitive 
justice,  whereof  speaketh  Amos  [chap,  v.],  saying,  "  And  judgment  shall  be 
revealed  like  a  flood,  and  righteousness  like  a  strong  stream."    Wherefore,  for 
our  contemplation,  let  us  receive,  with  joy  the  solemnity  of  his  holy  vigil,  the 
word,  I  say,  of  God  the  Father,  that  is,  Christ  To  whom  it  is  said  [Isa.  xlix.], 
"  I  have  given  thee  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  and  to  be  my  salvation 
throughout  the  ends  of  the  world : "  and  again  [Isa.  xlvi.],  "  My  salvation 
shall  not  slack,"  &c. 

The  fir*t  As  touching  the  nearness  thereof,  it  is  in  these  days  opened  to  us  by  the 
gwtcfhh  gospel,  where  we  read  in  St.  Matthew,  When  the  virgin  Mary  was  espoused 
unto  Joseph,  before  they  did  come  together,  she  was  found  with  child  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  By  this  it  was  evident  to  understand,  that  our  Saviour  ought 
shortly  to  proceed  out  of  the  chaste  womb  of  the  virgin,  according  as  the 
prophet  did  foretel,  saying,  "  Behold  a  virgin  shall  conceive  and  bring  forth 
a  son,"  &c.  For  as  the  grape,  when  it  waxeth  great  and  full,  is  near  to  the 
making  of  wine ;  and  as  the  flower,  when  it  shooteth  abroad,  hasteth  to  the  fruit ; 
so  the  salvation  of  the  world,  in  the  swelling  and  growing  of  the  virgin  '■  womb, 
began  to  draw  nigh  to  mankind.  For  then  appeared  the  grace  and  benignity  of 
our  Saviour,  whom  his  mother  was  found  to  have  in  her  womb  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  is  declared  in  that  which  followeth  by  the  angel,  saying,  "  For  that 
which  is  born  of  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
The  Touching  the  second  part  of  that  which  is  said,  "  ut  veniat :"  this  may  be 

applied  to  the  contemplation  of  the  mystery  of  Christ  coming  in  the  flesh ; 


■if  his    i —  ~  j  —  — —  ■•  v  J  —  p  —  — -  — —  » 

whereof  speaketh  Haggai  the  prophet  [chap,  ii.],  "  He  shall  come  who  is 
desired  and  looked  for  of  all  nations,"  &c.  Albeit  the  same  also  may  be  applied 
to  the  second  advent,  spoken  of  in  Isaiah  [chap,  iii.l,  "  The  Lord  shall  come 


to  judgment,"  &c. ;  in  memorial  whereof  the  fourth  Sunday  was  dedicated  in 
the  old  time,  of  the  fathers.  And  of  this  day  of  judgment  it  is  written  in  the 
prophet  Zeph.  [chap.  ii.  ,  "  The  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  great  and  mighty, 
it  is  approaching  at  hand,  and  wondrous  short,"  &c.  And  albeit  not  in  itself, 
yet  it  may  be  expounded  in  tribulations  that  go  before,  as  preambles  unto  the 
same ;  as  Gregory  saith,  "  The  last  tribulation  is  prevented  with  many  and 
sundry  tribulations  going  before,  although  the  end  or  all  be  not  yet" 
The  third  Wherefore  now  coming  to  the  third  part  of  ray  sermon  or  theme,  let  us  see, 
theme  ^  of  t,losc  triljulations  that  go  before  the  last  coining  of  Christ,  if  there  be  any 
such  tribulation  approaching  nigh  at  hand,  whereof  this  last  part  of  my  theme 
may  be  verified,  wliere  he  said,  "  Ut  reveletur,"  that  my  righteousness  shall  be 
revealed;  to  wit  the  righteousness  primitive,  that  righteousness  may  be 
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brought,  and  the  prophecy  of  Daniel  fulfilled  [Dan.  ix.],  concerning  which 
matter  four  things  here  come  in  order  to  be  declared.  111 

First,  Concerning  the  revealing  of  tribulation,  according  to  that  part  of  my  A  D 
theme,  "  Ut  reveletur,"  &c.  1364° 

Secondly,  Concerning  the  nearness  of  the  tribulation  coming,  according  to  — ! — — 
that  part  of  mv  theme,  "  Quia  juxta  est,"  &c.  Fo  'f  »«b" 

Thirdly,  Of' the  false  opinions  of  some  upon  this  part  of  my  theme,  «  Ut  dlvi"w*- 
venial,"  tec. 

Fourthlv,  What  means  and  consultation  we  ought  to  take,  "  Ut  juxta  est 
sains."  ' 

As  for  the  first,  it  is  so  notorious  and  so  common  in  the  Scriptures  that  the  Flr»t  »ub- 
church  should  suffer  and  abide  tribulation,  that  I  need  not  here  to  stand  in  d^ion. 
alleging  any  thing  touching  either  the  causes  to  be  weighed,  or  the  term  to  be 
conjectured  thereof.     As  concerning  which  causes  I  will  give  two  rules  to 
be  noted  before,  for  the  better  opening  of  that  which  is  to  follow  :  The  first 
rule  is,  that  by  the  two  kingdoms  of  the  nation  of  the  Hebrews  which  were  in 
the  old  time,  to  wit,  by  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  whose  head  was  Samaria,  is  The  king- 
signified  in  the  prophets  the  erroneous  synagogue  ;  and  by  the  second  kingdom  of  J0^^ 
Judah,  of  whose  stock  came  Christ,  whose  head  metropolitan  was  Jerusalem,  n*fjfng  * 
is  signified  the  true  church.    And  this  rule  is  not  mine,  but  is  an  authentic  the  faUe 
gloss  of  St.  Jerome,  and  abo  is  the  rule  of  Origen  in  the  last  homily  upon  the  church- 
Old  Testament,  and  is  approved  by  the  church.  2m of* 

The  second  rule  is,  that  by  the  brothel-house  and  fornication  mentioned  in  Judah 
the  prophets,  are  signified  simony,  and  abused  dispensations,  and  promotions  of  jJf'PjJ* 
persons  unworthy,  for  lucre's  sake,  or  else  for  any  other  partial  favour,  who,  by  church, 
unlawful  ways,  by  all  laws  of  the  world,  come  to  office  and  honour.    "  Merx 
dicitur  namque  a  merendo  ;"  that  is,  because  gain  or  price  is  derived  of  gain- 
ing ;  for  the  which  gain  or  price,  that  is  sold,  which  by  nature  ought  not  to  be 
sold.    Therefore,  to  give  any  thing  for  respect  of  gain  or  hire,  which  ought  to 
be  given  freely  for  virtue's  sake,  is  a  kind  of  spiritual  corruption,  and  as  a  man 
would  say,  a  whorish  thing;  whereof  the  prophet  [Isaiah,  chap.  i.J  complaineth, 
speaking  of  Jerusalem,  and  saying,  "  The  city  which  once  was  faithful  and  full 
of  judgment,  how  is  it  now  become  a  whorish  city?"    And  in  like  manner 
Hosea  also,  the  prophet  [chap,  ix.],  "  Jerusalem,  thou  hast  fornicated  and  gone 
a  whoring  from  thy  (Joa.    Thou  hast  loved  like  a  harlot  to  get  gain  in  every 
barn  of  corn."    And  in  many  other  places  of  Scripture,  where  fornication  can- 
not be  otherwise  expounded. 

These  two  rules  thus  premised,  now  let  us  mark  the  Scriptures,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  same,  judge  of  the  whole  state  of  the  church,  both  what  is  past,  and 
what  is  to  come  :  First,  treating  of  the  causes  of  tribulation  to  come :  Secondly, 
of  the  vicinity  of  time  of  the  said  tribulation  to  come. 

And  first,  concerning  the  state  of  the  church,  and  of  causes  of  tribulation,  Five 
thus  saith  the  Lord  in  tne  prophet  Ezekiel  [chap.  xvi.],  speaking  to  the  church  »'»te«  of 
under  the  name  of  Jerusalem:  "  In  the  day  of  thy  birth  I  came  by  thee,  and  church 
saw  thee  trodden  down  in  thine  own  blood,"  &c.    Here  he  speaketh  of  the  described, 
time  of  the  martyrdom  of  the  church.    Then  it  followeth,    After  this  thou 
wast  cleansed  from  thy  blood,  thou  wast  grown  up,  and  waxen  great;  then  i.  The 
washed  I  thee  with  water,  I  purged  thy  blood  from  thee"  (speaking  of  ceasing  ■attjrr- 
of  persecution),  "  I  anointed  thee  with  oil,  I  gave  thee  change  of  raiment,  I  J1,""1  ,lf 
girded  thee  with  white  silk,  I  decked  thee  with  costly  apparel,  I  put  rings  upon  churrh. 
thy  fingers,  a  chain  about  thy  neck,  spangles  upon  thy  forehead,  and  car-rings  •■  T1'^ 
upon  thine  ears.    Thus  wast  thou  decked  with  silver  and  gold,  and  a  beautiful  Unife  y 
crown  set  upon  thine  head.    Marvellous  goodly  wast  thou  and  beautiful,  even  church, 
a  very  queen  wast  thou :  for  thou  wast  excellent  in  my  beauty,  which  I  put 
upon  thee,  saith  the  Lord  God,"  &c.  This  prophecy,  or  rather  history,  speaketh 
of,  and  declareth,  the  prosperity  of  the  church. 

And  now  hear  the  corruption  and  transgression  of  the  church,  for  so  it  fol-  s.  The 
loweth :  "  But  thou  hast  put  confidence  in  thine  own  beauty,  and  played  the  jJJJ™?*. 
harlot,  when  thou  hadst  gotten  thee  a  name.    Thou  hast  committed  whoredom  ChUrch 
with  all  that  went  by  thee,  and  hast  fulfilled  their  desires ;  yea,  thou  hast  taken 
thy  garments  of  divers  colours  and  decked  thine  altars  therewith,  whereupon 
thou  mightest  fulfil  thy  whoredom  of  such  a  fashion  as  never  was  done,  nor 
shall  be."    Which  whoredom  can  in  no  wise  be  expounded  for  carnal,  but 
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Bdward  spiritual  whoredom.  And  therefore,  see  how  lively  he  hath  painted  out  the  cor- 
gi;    ruption  and  falling  of  the  church. 

A  d  And  therefore  followeth  now  the  correction  and  punishment  of  the  church. 
1364.   "  followeth,  11  Behold  I  stretch  out  my  hand  over  thee,  and  will  diminish  thy 

 —  store  of  food,  and  deliver  thee  over  unto  the  wills  of  the  Philistines,  and  of  such 

corJ^lon  as  hate  thee :  and  they  shall  break  down  thy  stews,  and  destroy  thy  brothel- 
0f  the  houses"  (that  is,  the  place  wherein  thou  didst  exercise  this  wickedness)  M  they 
church,  shall  strip  thee  out  of  thy  clothes :  all  thy  fair  beautiful  jewels  shall  they  take 
from  thee,  and  so  let  thee  sit  naked  and  bare,"  &c.  [Ezck.  xvi.]  Here  is 
plainly  to  be  seen  what  shall  happen  to  the  church,  and  more  followeth  in  the 
said  chapter :  "  Thine  elder  sister  is  Samaria,  she  and  her  daughters  upon  thy 
left  hand  :  but  the  youngest  sister  that  dwslleth  on  thy  right  hand  is  Sodoiua 
with  her  daughters,  whose  sins  were  these  :  pride,  fulness  of  meat,  abundance, 
and  idleness,  neither  reached  they  their  hand  to  the  poor.  And  yet,  neither 
Sodoma  thy  sister,  with  her  daughters,  hath  done  so  evil  as  thou  and  thy 
daughters :  neither  hath  Samaria  "  (that  is,  the  synagogue)  "  done  half  of  thy 
sins ;  yea,  thou  hast  exceeded  them  in  wickedness.  Take  therefore  and  bear 
thine  own  confusion,"  8ic.  Again  in  Ezek.  [chap,  xxiii.],  after  the  prophet  had 
described  at  large  the  wickedness,  corruption,  ana  punishment  of  the  synagogue, 
turning  to  the  church,  he  saith,  "  Ana  when  her  sister  saw  this,  she  raged 
and  was  mad  with  lust  •  more  than  before ;  she  was  mad,  that  is,  with 
fleshly  lust,1  •  love  of  riches,  and  following  voluptuousness.  Her  fornication 
and  whoredom  she  committed  with  princes  and  great  lords,  clothed  with 
all  manner  of  gorgeous  apparel ;  so  that  her  paps  were  bruised,  and  her  breasts 
were  marred."  And  then  speaking  of  her  punishment,  he  saith,  "  Then  my 
heart  forsook  her,  like  as  my  heart  was  gone  from  her  sister  also."  And  more- 
over, repeating  again  the  cause  thereof,  ne  addeth,  "  Thy  wickedness  and  thy 
fornication  hath  wrought  thee  all  this,"  &c. 

The  like  we  find  also  in  Isaiah,  Jeremy,  Ezekiel,  and  in  all  the  other 
prophets,  who,  prophesying  all  together  in  one  meaning,  and  almost  in  one 
manner  of  words,  do  conclude  with  a  full  agreement  and  prophecy  to  come, 
that  the  church  shall  fall,  and  then  be  punished  for  her  great  excesses,  and  be 
utterly  spoiled,  except  she  repent  of  all  her  abominations.    Whereof  speaketh 
Hosea  [ehap.  ii.],  "  Let  her  put  away  her  whoredom  out  of  her  sight,  and  her 
adultery  from  her  breasts,  lest  I  strip  her  naked,  and  set  her  even  as  she  came 
naked  into  the  world,"  (that  is,  in  her  primitive  poverty).    So  if  she  do  it  not, 
it  shall  follow  of  her  as  in  the  prophet  Nahum  [chap.  iii.l,  "  For  the  multi- 
tude of  the  fornication  of  the  fair  and  beautiful  harlot,  which  is  a  master  of 
witchcraft,  yea  and  selleth  the  people  through  her  whoredom,  and  the  nations 
through  her  witchcraft."    And  it  followeth  upon  the  same,  "  Behold  I  come 
upon  thee,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  will  pull  thy  clothes  over  thy  head,  that 
they  nakedness  shall  appear  among  the  heathen,  and  thy  shame  amongst  the 
kingdoms  "  &c.    Wherefore  by  these  it  is  to  be  understood  that  upon  this 
church  the  primitive  justice  of  God  is  to  be  revealed  hereafter.    And  thus 
much  of  the  first  of  the  four  members  above  touched. 
Second       Now  to  the  second  member  of  my  theme,  "  Juxta  est;"  concerning  the 
lion****"  nearncs3  of  time.    Although  it  is  not  for  us  to  know  the  moments  and  articles 
giKng)     of  time ;  yet,  by  certain  notes  and  signs,  peradventure,  it  may  be  collected  and 
that  the   gathered,  that  which  I  have  here  to  say.    For  the  tractation  whereof,  first  I 
tfonUof-    ground  myself  upon  the  saying  of  the  apostle  Paul  [2Thes.  ii.],  where  he 
(be  °      writeth,  "  That  unless  there  come  a  defection  first,"  &c.    By  the  which  defec- 
ciiurch     tion,  Jerome*  gathereth  and  expoundeth  allegorically,  the"  desolation  of  the 
nw       monarchy  of  Rome :  between  which  desolation,  and  the  persecution  of  the 
rinuign.  church  by  Antichrist,  he  putteth  no  mean  space.  And  now,  what  is  the  state  of 
Kx«pt    that  commonwealth,  if  it  be  compared  to  the  majesty  of  that  it  hath  been,  judge 
come'*    yourselves.    Another  gloss  there  is  that  saith,  how  by  that  defection  is  meant, 
defection  that  from  the  church  of  Rome  shall  come  a  departing  of  some  other  churches. 
?t'*u  tobe     *"le  8econQl  note       mark  is  this,  when  the  church  shall  be  worse  in  manners 
under-     than  was  the  synagogue  ;  as  appearcth  by  the  ordinary  gloss  upon  the  third  of 
Second    *"erern'an»  where  it  is  written,  "  The  backslider  Israel  may  seem  just  and 
ilp.      righteous  in  comparison  of  sinful  Judah ;"  that  is,  the  synagogue  in  comparison 


( 1 )  These  word*  axe  Inserted  from  the  Second  Edition.— Ei> 

(2)  Ultima  qiuc.-.  «d  Inquiwiioce.  Janusril. 
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of  the  church  of  God.    Whereof  writcth  Origen  saying,  Think  that  to  be  gj^rd 
•poken  of  us  what  the  Lord  saith  in  Ezekiel  [chap.  xvi.],  "Thou  hast  exceeded     !! ! 
thy  sister  in  thine  iniquities."    Wherefore  now,  to  compare  the  one  with  the   ^  jj 
other:  First,  ye  know  how  Christ  rebuked  the  Pharisees,  who,  as  Jerome 
witnesseth,  were  then  the  clergy  of  the  Jews,  of  covetousness,  for  that  they   - ' — — 
suffered  doves  to  be  sold  in  the  temple  of  God :  Secondly,  for  that  they  did 
honour  God  with  their  lips,  and  not  with  their  heart ;  and  because  they  said,  an.i  " 
but  did  not :  Thirdly,  he  rebuked  them,  for  that  they  were  hypocrites.  To 
the  first  then,  let  us  sec  whether  it  be  worse  to  sell  both  church  and  sacraments  S2J§JJJ" 
than  to  suffer  doves  to  be  sold  in  the  temple,  or  not.    Secondly,  whereas  the  In  man- 
Pharisees  were  rebuked  for  honouring  Goa  with  their  lips,  nnd  not  with  their 
heart,  there  be  some  who  neither  honour  God  with  heart,  nor  yet  with  lips,  and 
who  neither  do  well,  nor  yet  say  well ;  neither  do  they  preach  any  word  at  all, 
but  be  dumb  dogs,  not  able  to  bark,  impudent  and  shameless  dogs,  that  never 
have  enough ;  such  pastors  as  have  no  understanding,  declining  and  straying 
all  in  their  own  way,  every  one  given  to  covetousness  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest.    And  thirdly,  as  for  hypocrisy,  there  be  also  some  whose  intolerable 
pride  and  malice  are  so  manifest  and  notorious,  kindled  up  like  a  fire,  that  no 
cloak  or  shadow  of  hypocrisy  can  cover  it,  but  they  are  so  past  all  shame,  that 
it  may  be  well  verified  of  them,  which  the  prophet  speaks,  "  Thou  hast  gotten 
thee  the  face  of  a  harlot;  thou  wouldst  not  blush,"  &c. 

The  third  sign  and  token  of  tribulation  approaching  near  to  the  church,  may  Thin 
well  be  taken  of  the  too  much  unequal  proportion  seen  this  day  in  the  church ;  «iffa- 
where  one  is  hungry  and  starveth,  another  is  drunk.    By  reason  of  which  so 
great  inequality,  it  cannot  be  that  the  state  of  the  church,  as  it  is  now,  can  long 
endure ;  tor,  like  as  in  good  harmony,  to  make  the  music  perfect,  is  required  a 
moderate  and  proportionate  inequality  of  voices,  which  if  it  do  much  exceed,  it 
taketh  away  all  the  sweet  melody;  so,  according  to  the  sentence  of  the  philo 
sopher,  by  too  much  immoderate  inequality  or  disparity  of  citizens,  the  com- 
monwealth falleth  to  ruin.    On  the  contrary,  where  mediocrity,  that  is,  where  a 
mean  inequality  with  some  proportion  is  kept,  that  policy  standeth  firm  and  more 
sure  to  continue.   Now,  among  all  the  politic  regiments  of  the  Gentiles,  I  think 
none  more  is  to  be  found  in  histories,  wherein  is  to  be  seen  so  great  and  exceeding 
odds,  as  in  the  policy  of  priests;  of  whom  some  be  so  high,  that  they  exceed 
all  princes  of  the  earth ;  some  again  be  so  base,  that  they  are  under  all  rascals,  oiiifar- 
so  that  such  a  policy  or  commonwealth  may  well  be  called  Oligarchia.  where** 

This  may  we  plainly  see  and  learn  in  the  body  of  man,  to  the  which  Plutarch,  fcw  i,t.ar 
writing  to  Thracinius,  doth  semblably  compare  the  commonwealth.    In  the  »H  ihe 
which  body,  if  the  sustenance  received  should  all  run  to  one  member,  so  that  .tfifrJ"** 
that  member  should  be  too  much  exceedingly  pampered,  and  all  the  other  parts  km  t>e 
too  much  pined,  that  body  could  not  long  continue;  so  in  the  body  of  the  wealth  !"Jj*|"* 
ecclesiastical,  if  some  who  be  the  heads  be  so  enormously  overgrown  in  riches  wort 
and  dignity,  that  the  weaker  members  of  the  body  be  scantly  able  to  bear 
them  up,  there  is  a  great  token  of  dissolution  and  ruin  shortly.  Whereupon 
cometh  well  in  place  the  saying  of  the  prophet  Isaiah :  M  Every  head  is  sick, 
every  heart  is  full  of  sorrow ;"  of  the  which  heads  it  is  also  spoken  in  the  prophet 
Amos  [chap,  vi.],  "  Woe  be  to  the  secure,  proud,  and  wealthy  in  Sion,  and  to 
such  as  think  themselves  so  sure  upon  the  mount  of  Samaria,  taking  themselves 
as  heads  and  rulers  over  others,'  &c.    And,  moreover,  in  the  said  prophet 
Isaiah  it  followeth,  "  From  the  top  of  the  head  to  the  sole  of  the  foot  there  is 
no  whole  part  in  all  the  body,"  to  wit,  in  the  inferiors,  because  they  are  not 
able  to  live  for  poverty;  in  the  superiors,  because  for  their  excessive  riches 
they  are  let  from  doing  good.    Ana  it  followeth  in  the  same  place,  "  But  all 
are  wounds,  and  botches,  and  stripes."    Behold  here  the  danger  coming,  the 
wounds  of  discord  and  division,  the  botch  or  sore  of  rancour  and  envy,  the 
•welling  stripe  of  rebellion  and  mischief. 

The  fourth  sign  is  the  pride  of  prelates.  Some  there  have  been  who  fondly  Fourth 
have  disputed  of  the  poverty  of  Christ,  and  have  inveighed  against  the  prelates, 
because  they  live  not  in  the  poverty  of  the  saints.  But  this  fantasy  cometh  of 
the  ignorance  of  moral  philosophy  and  divinity,  and  of  the  defect  of  natural 
prudence ;  for  that  in  all  nations,  and  by  common  laws,  priests  have  had,  and. 
ought  to  have,  wherewith  to  sustain  themselves  more  honestly  than  the  vulgar 
sort,  and  prelates  more  honestly  than  the  subjects.    But  yet  hereby  is  not 
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Kdward  permitted  to  them  their  great  horses,  their  troops  of  horsemen,  the  superfluous 
pomp  of  their  waiting-men  and  great  families,  which  scarcely  can  be  uiain- 
^        tained  without  pride,  neither  can  be  sustained  with  safe  justice,  and,  many,  not 
1  ul    without  fighting  and  injuries  inconvenient ;  not  much  unlike  to  that  which 
— —  Justin  the  historian  writeth  of  the  Carthaginians,  "The  family,"  saith  he,  "of 
PfMs  of   bo  great  emperors,  was  intolerable  to  such  a  free  city."    In  semblable  wise,  this 
noted"    great  pride  in  the  church  of  God,  especially  in  these  days,  doth  move  not  so 
few  to  due  reverence,  as  many  to  indignation ;  and  yet  more,  to  those  things 
aforesaid :  who  think  no  less  but  to  do  sacrifice  to  God,  if  they  may  rob  and 
spoil  certain  fut  priests  and  persons,  namely,  such  as  neither  have  nobility  01 
blood,  and  less  learning  to  bear  themselves  upon,  but  are  liars,  servile  and 
fraudulent,  to  whom  the  Lord  speaketh  by  his  prophet  Amos  [chap,  iv.],  "  Hear 
you  fat-fed  kine  of  Samaria,  ye  that  do  poor  men  wrong,  and  oppress  the  needy, 
the  day  shall  come  upon  you,"  &c. 
Pifth         The"  fifth  sign  is,  the  tyranny  of  the  prelates  and  presidents,  which  as  it  is  a 
»'*»•       violent  thing,  so  it  cannot  be  long  lasting.    For  as  Solomon  saith  [chap.  xvL], 
"  For  it  was  requisite  that,  without  any  excuse,  destruction  should  come  upon 
The        those  which  exercised  tyranny."    The  property  of  a  tyrant  is  not  to  seek  the 
tyranny   commodity  of  lus  subjects,  but  only  his  will  and  profit.    Such  were  the  pastors 
that  fed  not  the  Lords  flock,  but  fed  themselves;  of  whom  and  to  whom 
noted.     speaketh  the  prophet  Ezckiel  [chap,  xxxiv.],  "  Woe  be  unto  those  pastors  of 
Israel  that  feed  themselves.    Should  not  the  shepherds  feed  the  flocks?"  with 
many  other  thrcatenings  against  them  in  the  same  chapter.  11  Woe  be  unto  them 
who  rejoice  at  the  transgressions  of  those  whom  it  lieth  in  their  power  to  con- 
demn, neither  do  they  seek  what  he  is  able  to  pay ;"  to  whom  crieth  Mi  rah  the 
prophet  [chap.  Hi.],  "  Ye  hate  the  good  and  love  the  evil ;  yc  pluck  off*  men's 
skins,  and  the  flesh  from  the  bones ;  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  my  people,  and  flay  off 
their  skin ;  ye  break  their  bones ;  ye  chop  them  in  pieces,  as  it  were  into  a 
cauldron,  and  as  flesh  into  the  pot,"  &c.  And,  therefore,  the  aforesaid  Ezekiel 
[chap,  xxxiv.]  pronounceth,  "  Behold,  I  will  myself  come  upon  the  sh»pherds 
and  require  my  sheep  from  their  hands,  and  make  them  cease  from  feeding  my 
sheep,  yea  the  shepherds  shall  feed  themselves  no  more  ;  for  I  will  deliver  my 
sheep  out  of  their  mouths,  so  that  they  shall  not  devour  them  any  more." 
Sixth         The  sixth  sign  is  the  promoting  of  the  unworthy,  and  neglecting  them  that  be 
Promo-    worthy.    This,  as  Aristotle  saith,  is  a  great  cause  many  times  of  the  dissolution 
ting  of     of  commonweals.    And  oftentimes  it  so  happeneth  in  the  wars  of  princes,  that 
unworthy  the  contempt  aud  small  regarding  of  the  valiant,  and  the  exa'ting  of  others  that 
™r^u~     be  less  worthy,  engender  divers  kinds  and  kindlings  of  sedition.    For  partly 
by  reason  of  the  same,  partly  of  the  other  causes  above  recited,  we  have  read  not 
only  in  books,  but  have  seen  with  our  eyes,  divers  flourishing  cities  well  nigh 
subverted ;  whereas  good  men  be  not  made  of,  but  are  vexed  with  sorrow  and 
grief  by  the  evil :  the  contention  at  length  bursteth  out  upon  the  prince,  as 
Hay  urn  reciteth  out  of  Origen.    This  always  hath  been  the  perverse  incredulity 
of  man's  hard  heart,  and  that  not  only  in  hearing,  but  also  in  seeing:  yet  will 
they  not  beUeve  that  others  have  perished,  unless  they  also  perish  themselves. 
Seventh      The  seventh  sign  is,  the  tribulation  of  outward  policy  and  commotions  of  the 
*'*n"       people,  which  in  a  great  part  has  now  happened  already.    And  therefore, 
forasmuch  as  Seneca  saith,  "  Men  do  complain  commonly  tfiat  evils  only  come 
so  fast;"  it  is  to  be  feared  lest  also  the  ecclesiastical  policy  be  afflicted  not  only 
outwardly,  but  also  in  itself;  and  so  that  be  fulfilled  in  us,  which  in  Jeremy  u 
prophesied  [chap.  Ir.jL  "  Murder  is  cried  upon  murder,  and  the  whole  land 
shall  perish,  and  suddenly  my  tabernacles  were  destroyed,  and  my  tents  very 
quickly."    And  Exekicl  [chap,  vu.],  "  Wherefore  I  will  bring  cruel  tyrants 
from  among  the  heathen,  to  take  their  houses  in  possession ;  I  will  make  the 
pomp  of  the  proud  to  cease,  and  their  sanctuaries  shall  be  taken.    One  mischief 
and  sorrow  shall  follow  another,  and  one  rumour  shall  come  after  another :  then 
shall  they  seek  visions  in  vain  at  their  prophets ;  the  law  shall  be  gone  from 
their  priests,  and  wisdom  from  their  elders,"  &c. 
F.i£hth       The  eighth  is,  the  refusing  of  correction,  neither  will  they  hear  their  faidts 

of  the 


b  told  them,  so  that  it  happened  to  the  princes  and  rulers  of  the  church,  as  it  is 

oFooV"  ' "  written  in  the  prophet  Zechariah,  [chap,  vii.]  "  They  stopped  their  cars  that  they 

region  vrould  not  hear,  yea  they  made  their  heurts  as  an  adamant  stone,  lest  they  should 

derjy  hear  the  law  and  words  which  the  Lord  of  hosts  sent  in  his  Holy  Spirit  by  the 


A  SERMON  OF  NICHOLAS  OK  EM    BEFORE   POPE   URBAN  V. 


773 


prophets  aforetime."  Also  Isaiah,  witnessing  after  the  same  effect  [chap,  xxx.],  Edward 

saith,  "  For  it  is  an  obstinate  people,  lying  children,  and  unfaithful  children, 

that  will  not  hear  the  law  of  the  Lord,  which  say  to  the  prophets,  Meddle  with    ^  jj 

nothing,  and  tell  us  nothing,  that  is  true  and  right,  but  speak  friendly  words  to 

us,"  &c.    All  this  shall  be  verified  when  the  prelates  begin  to  hate  them  that  — . — L 

tell  them  truth,  and  have  knowledge ;  like  unto  such  of  whom  Amos  speaketh  Troth 

[chap,  v.],  "  They  bear  him  evil  will,  that  reproveth  them  openly,  ana  whoso 

telleth  them  the  plain  truth,  they  abhor  him.     And  therefore  saith  the  Lord, 

by  Hosea,  to  the  church  of  Jerusalem  [chap.  IT.],  "  Seeing  thou  hast  refused 

understanding,  I  have  refused  thee  also,  that  thou  shalt  no  more  be  my  priest. 

And  forasmuch  as  thou  hast  forgotten  the  law  of  thy  God,  I  will  also  forget  thy 

children,  and  change  their  honour  into  shame.    And  so  shall  it  be,  like  priest, 

like  people,"  &c. ;  and  many  other  sayings  there  be  in  the  prophets,  speaking 

of  the  dejecting  and  casting  down  of  the  priestly  honour. 

Besides  these  aforesaid  signs  and  tokens  hitherto  recited,  there  be  also  divers  Lack  of 


others ;  as  the  backsliding  from  righteousness,  the  lack  of  discreet  and  learned 

Eriesta,  promoting  of  children  into  the  church,  with  others  such.  But  these 
eing  already  well  noted  and  marked,  you  may  easily  judge  and  understand 
whether  these  times  now  present  of  ours  be  safe  and  clear  from  tribulation  to 
be  looked  for,  and  whether  the  word  of  the  Lord  be  true  according  to  my 
theme,  "  My  righteousness  is  near  at  hand  to  be  revealed,"  &c.  And  thus 
much  of  the  second  part. 

Now  to  the  third  part  or  member  of  my  subdivision,  which  is  concerning  the  Third 
false  and  perilous  opinions  of  some,  upon  this  word  of  my  theme,   "  Ut  JJ^iv'" 
veniat,"  &c. ;  which  opinions  principally  be  four,  all  repugning  against  the  * on' 
truth  of  the  canonical  scripture. 

The  first  opinion  is  of  such  men,  who,  having  too  much  confidence  in  them- 
selves, do  think  and  persuade  with  themselves,  that  the  prelates  be  the  church 
which  the  Lord  will  always  keep  and  never  forsake,  as  he  hath  promised  in  the 
persons  of  the  apostles,  saying,  in  Matthew  [chap,  xxviii.],  "  And  I  will  be  The 
with  you  to  the  end  of  the  world,"  8cc.    But  this  is  to  be  understood  of  faith,  ^hh"r^.hjt 
whereof  Christ  speaketh  in  Luke  [chap,  xxi.],  "  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  i,,  and  in 
thy  faith  shall  not  fail."    Whereof  we  read  in  Ecclesiastes  [chap,  xl.l,  "  Faith  U 
shall  stand  for  ever,"  &c.  And  albeit  charity  wax  never  so  cold,  yet  faith,  not-  ™™  *'* 
withstanding,  shall  remain  in  a  few,  and  in  all  distresses  of  the  world ;  of  the 
which  distresses,  our  Saviour  doth  prophesy,  in  many  places,  to  come.  And  lest, 
peradventure,  some  should  think  themselves  to  be  safe  from  tribulation,  because 
they  be  of  the  church ;  this  opinion  the  Lord  himself  doth  contradict  in  Jere- 
miah [chap,  viij,  "  Trust  not,"  saith  he,  "  in  false  lying  words,  saying,  The 
Temple  of  the  Lord,  the  Temple  of  the  Lord."    And  a  little  after,  "  But  you 
trust  in  words  and  lying  counsels  which  deceive  you,  and  do  you  no  good." 

The  second  opinion  is  of  them  who  defer  time ;  for  this  they  will  grant,  that 
the  church  shall  abide  trouble,  but  not  so  shortly ;  thinking  thus  with  them- 
selves, that  all  these  causes  and  tokens  afore  recited,  have  been  before,  at  other 
times  as  well,  in  the  church.  For  both  by  Gregory  and  Bernard,  holy  doctors, 
in  time  past,  the  prelates  have  been  in  like  sort  reprehended,  both  for  their 
bribings,  for  their  pomp  and  pride,  for  the  promoting  of  children,  and  persons 
unfit  unto  ecclesiastical  functions,  and  other  vices  more,  which  have  reigned 
before  this  in  the  church  of  God  more  than  now,  and  yet  by  God's  grace  the 
church  hath  prospered  and  stands.  Do  ye  not  sec,  that  if  a  house  have  stood 
and  continued  ruinous  a  long  season,  it  is  never  the  more  near  the  fall  thereby, 
but  rather  to  be  trusted  the  better  ?  Moreover,  many  times  it  cometh  so  to 
pass,  in  realms  and  kingdoms,  that  the  posterity  is  punished  for  the  sins  of  their 
predecessors.  Whereof  speaketh  the  book  of  Lamentations  [chap,  v.],  "  Our 
fathers  have  sinned  and  are  now  gone,  and  we  must  bear  their  wickedness,"  &c. 
Against  this  cogitation  or  opinion,  well  doth  the  Lord  answer  by  the  propht  t 
Ezekicl  [chap,  xii.],  saying,  "  Behold,  thou  Son  of  Man,  the  house  of  Israel 
saith  in  this  manner,  Tush,  as  for  the  vision  that  he  hath  seen,  it  will  be  many 
a  day  ere  it  come  to  pass ;  it  is  far  off  yet,  the  thing  that  he  prophesieth.  • 
Therefore  say  unto  them,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  The  words  that  I  have 
spoken  shall  he  deferred  no  longer,  look,  what  I  have  said  shall  come  to  pass, 
saith  the  Lord,"  &'c.  We  have  seen  in  our  days  things  to  happen,  which 
seemed  before  incredible.    And  the  like  hath  been  seen  in  other  times  also, 


774  A   SERMON  OF   NICHOLAS  OBEM   BEFORE   I'OPE   URBAN  V. 

Kdvrrd  as  wo  read  written  in  the  book  of  Lamentations  [chap,  iv.],  "  The  kings  of  the 
///.    earth,  nur  uil  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  would  not  have  beleived,  that  the 
.  M    enemy  and  adversary  should  have  come  in  at  the  gates  of  the  city*  for  the  sins 
Jri?   of  her  priests,  and  "for  the  wickedness  of  her  elders,  that  have  shed  innocent 
1        blood  within  her,"  &c.    By  Jerusalem,  as  is  said,  is  meant  the  church. 

The  third  opinion  or  error  is  very  perilous  and  perverse,  of  all  such  as  say 
M  veniat,"  let  come  that  will  come;  let  us  conform  ourselves  to  this  world,  and 
take  our  time  with  those  temporizers  who  say  in  the  book  of  Wisdom  [chap,  ii.J, 
"  Come,  let  us  enjoy  our  goods  and  pleasures  that  be  present,  and  let  us  use 
the  creature  as  in  youth  quickly,"  &c.  Such  as  these  be,  are  in  a  dangerous  case, 
and  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  good  men  in  the  church.  And,  if  the  heads  and 
rulers  of  the  church  were  so  vile  to  have  any  such  detestable  cogitation  in  them, 
there  were  no  place  in  hell  too  deep  for  them.  This  church,  founded  by  the 
apostles  in  Christ,  consecrated  with  the  blood  of  so  many  martyrs,  enlarged  and 
increased  with  the  virtues  and  merits  of  so  many  saints,  and  endued  so  richly 
with  the  devotion  of  so  many  secular  princes,  and  so  long  prospered  hitherto ; 
if  it  now  should  come  into  the  hands  of  such  persons,  it  should  fall  in  great 
danger  of  ruin,  and  they,  for  their  negligence  and  wickedness,  would  well 
deserve  of  God  to  be  cursed ;  yea  here,  also,  in  this  present  world,  to  incur 
temporal  tribulation  and  destruction,  which  they  fear  more  ;  by  the  sentence  of 
the  Lord,  saying  to  them  in  the  book  of  Proverbs  [chap,  i.],  "  All  my  counsels 
ye  haye  despised,  and  set  my  correction  at  nought ;  therefore  shall  I  also  laugh 
in  your  destruction,  when  tribulation  and  anguish  shall  fall  upon  you." 

Fourthly,  another  opinion  or  error  is,  of  such  as  being  unfaithful,  believe  not 
that  any  such  tiling  will  come.  And  this  error  seemeth  to  have  no  remedy, 
but  that  as  other  things  and  other  kingdoms  have  their  ends  and  limits  set  unto 
them,  which  they  cannot  overpass ;  so  it  must  needs  be,  that  such  a  domination 
and  government  of  the  church  have  an  end,  by  reason  of  the  demerits  and 
obstinacies  of  the  governors  provoking  and  requiring  the  same  ;  like  as  we  read 
in  the  prophet  Jeremy  [chap,  viii.],  "  There  is  no  man  that  taketh  repentance 
for  his  sin,  that  will  so  much  as  say,  Wherefore  have  I  done  this  ?  But  every 
man  runneth  forth  still  like  a  wild  horse  in  battle."  And  the  same  prophet,  in 
chapter  xiii.  of  his  prophecy,  "  Like  as  the  man  of  Inde  may  change  his  skin, 
and  the  cat-of-mountain  her  spots,  so  may  ye,  that  be  exercised  in  evil,  do  good." 
Whereunto  also  accordeth  that  which  is  written  of  the  same  prophet  [chap,  xvii.], 
speaking  of  Judah,  signifying  the  church,  "  The  sin  of  Judah,"  saith  he,  "  is 
written  in  the  table  of  your  hearts,  and  graven  so  upon  the  edges  of  your  altars 
with  a  pen  of  iron,  and  with  an  adamant  claw ; "  which  is  as  much  to  say,  it  is 
indelible,  or  which  cannot  be  rased  out;  as  also  EzekieL  speaking  of  the 
punishment  [chap,  xxi.],  saith,  "  I  the  Lord  have  drawn  my  sword  out  of  the 
sheath,  and  it  cannot  be  revoked."  Notwithstanding,  all  these  signify  no 
impossibility,  but  difficulty,  because  that  wicked  men  are  hardly  converted  ;  for, 
otherwise,  the  Scripture  importctli  no  such  inflexibility  with  God,  but  if  con- 
version come,  he  will  forgive.  So  we  read  in  the  prophet  Jonas  [chap,  iii.1, 
"  Who  can  tell?  God  may  turn  and  repent,  and  cease  from  his  fierce  wrath 
that  we  perish  not."  And  to  the  like  effect  saith  the  same  Lord  in  Jeremy 
[chap,  xxvi.],  "  Look  thou  keep  not  one  word  back,  if  peradventure  they  will 
hearken  and  turn  every  man  from  his  wicked  way,  that  I  also  may  repent  of 
the  plague  which  I  have  determined  to  bring  upon  them,  because  of  their 
wicked  inventions,"  &c.  For  the  further  proof  whereof,  Nineveh  we  see  was 
converted,  and  remained  undestroyed,  &e.  Likewise  the  Lord  also  had  revealed 
destruction  unto  Constantinople  by  sundry  signs  and  tokens,  as  Augustine  in  a 
certain  sermon  doth  declare.  And  thus  for  the  third  part  or  member  of  my 
division. 

Fourth  Fourthly  and  lastly,  remaincth  to  declare,  some  wholesome  concluding,  now 
■jjjjjUri-  upon  the  causes  preceding :  that  is,  if  by  these  causes  and  signs,  heretofore  de- 
clared, tribulation  be  prepared  to  fall  upon  the  church,  then  let  us  humble  our 
minds  mildly  and  wisely.  And  if  we  so  return  with  heart  and  in  deed  unto 
.  God,  verily  he  will  rescue  and  help  after  an  inestimable  wise,  and  will  surcease 
from  scourging  us,  as  he  promiscth  by  his  prophet  Jeremiah  [chap.  XvSLl  "  If 
that  people  against  whom  I  have  thus  devised,  convert  from  then*  wickedness, 
immediately  I  will  repent  of  the  plague  that  I  devised  to  bring  upon  them ;" 
speukiug  here  after  the  manner  of  men,  &C.    Now  therefore,  forasmuch  u 
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tribulation  and  affliction  are  so  near  coming  toward  us,  yea  lieth  upon  us  al-  Edward 
ready,  let  us  be  the  more  diligent  to  call  upon  God  for  mercy.    For  I  think,  111 
verily,  these  many  years,  there  have  not  been  so  many  and  so  despiteful  haters   ^  yy 
and  evil  willers,  stout,  and  of  such  a  rebellious  heart  against  the  church  of  God,  |«Af 

as  be  now-a-days ;  neither  be  they  lacking,  that  would  work  all  that  they  can    — 

against  it,  and  lovers  of  new-fangleness ;  whose  hearts  the  Lord  happily  will 
turn,  that  they  shall  not  hate  his  people,  and  work  deceit  against  his  servants ; 
I  mean  against  priests,  whom  they  have  now  in  little  or  no  reputation  at  all, 
albeit  many  yet  there  be,  through  God's  grace,  good  and  godly;  but  yet  the 
fur)'  of  the  Lord  is  not  turned  away,  but  still  his  hand  is  stretched  out.  And 
unless  ye  be  converted,  he  shaketh  his  sword ;  he  hath  bent  his  bow,  and  pre- 
pared it  ready.  Yet  the  Lord  standeth  waiting,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
you  [Isaiah  x\\.  J  And,  therefore,  as  the  greatness  of  fear  ought  to  incite  us, 
so  hope  of  salvation  may  allure  us  to  pray  and  call  upon  the  Lord,  espe- 
cially uow,  toward  this  holy  and  sacred  time  and  solemnity  of  Christ's  nativity: 
for  that  holy  and  continual  prayer  without  intermission  is  profitable,  and  the 
instant  devotion  and  vigilant  deprecation  of  the  just  man  is  of  great  force.  And 
if  terrene  kings,  in  the  day  of  celebration  of  their  nativity,  be  wont  to  show 
themselves  more  liberal  and  bounteous,  how  much  more  ought  we  to  hope  well, 
that  the  heavenly  King,  of  nature  most  benign,  now  at  his  natal  and  birth-day, 
will  not  deny  pardon  and  remission  to  such  as  rightly  call  unto  him. 

And  now,  therefore,  as  it  is  written  in  Joshua  [chap,  vii.],  "  fie  ye  sanctified 
against  to-morrow,"  &c.  And  say  unto  him,  as  it  is  written  in  the  first  book  of 
Samuel  [chap,  xxv.],  "  Now  let  thy  servants  I  nray  thee  find  favour  in  thy 
sight,  for  we  come  to  thee  in  a  gooa  season."  Moreover,  ye  may  find  what  ye 
ask,  if  ye  ask  that  which  he  brought,  in  the  day  of  his  nativity,  that  is,  the 
peace  of  the  church,  not  spiritual  only,  but  also  temporal ;  which  the  angelical 
noise  did  sound,  and  experience  the  same  did  prove,  testified  by  Livy,  Pliny, 
and  other  heathen  story-writers,  who  all  marvelled  thereat,  saying,  that  such  an 
universal  peace  as  that  could  not  come  on  earth,  but  by  the  gift  of  God.  For 
so  God  did  forepromise  in  the  prophet  Isaiah  [chap.  lxvi.T,  "  Behold,  I  will  let 
peace  into  Jerusalem  like  a  waterflood,"  &c.  And  in  Psalm  lxxi.  "In  his 
time  righteousness  shall  flourish,  yea  and  abundance  of  peace,"  &c. 

Therefore  now,  O  reverend  fathers  in  the  Lord !  and  you,  here  in  this  present 
assembly !  behold,  I  say,  the  day  of  life  and  salvation ;  now  is  the  opportune 
time  to  pray  unto  God,  that  the  same  thing,  which  he  brought  into  the  world  at 
his  birth,  he  will  now  grant  in  these  days  to  his  church,  that  is,  his  peace.  And, 
like  as  Nineveh  was  subverted,  and  overturned,  not  in  members  but  in  manners, 
so  the  same  words  of  my  theme,  "  Juxta  est  justitia  mea  ut  reveletur,"  may  be 
verified  in  us,  not  of  the  primitive  justice,  but  of  our  sanctiftcation  by  grace ;  so 
that,  as  to-morrow  is  celebrated  the  nativity  of  our  Saviour,  our  righteousness 
may  rise  together  with  him,  and  his  blessing  may  be  upon  us,  which  God  hath 
promised,  saying,  "  My  saving  health  is  near  at  hand  to  come,"  &c;  whereof 
speaketh  Isaiah  the  prophet  [chap,  li.],  "  My  saving  health  shall  endure  for 
ever,"  &c.  This  health  grant  unto  us,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ! 
Amen. 


This  sermon  was  made  by  Master  Nicholas  Orem  before  pope 
Urban  and  his  cardinals,  upon  the  even  of  the  nativity  of  the  Lord, 
being  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Advent,  a.d.  1364,  and  the  second  of 
his  popedom. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  this  forenamed  pope  Urban,  began  first  the  The  order 
order  of  the  Jesuits.  Unto'  this  time,  which  was  about  a.  d.  1 867,  the  a^im"' 
offices  here  in  England,  as  that  of  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord  treasurer,  JteJ?1"* 
and  the  privy  seal,  were  wont  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy ;  but,  theCre»"m 
about  this  year,  through  the  motion  of  the  lords  in  the  parliament,  \[™u,nm 
and  partly,  as  witnesseth  mine  author,  for  hatred  of  the  clergy,  all  the  ^J.1'^1' 
said  offices  were  removed  from  the  clergy  to  the  lords  temporal.  iord«tcm- 

After  the  death  of  pope  Urban,  next  succeeded  pope  Gregory  XI.,  p^l'nre. 
who,  among  his  other  acts,  first  brought  back  again  tne  papacy  out  of  «°or  xi. 


44C  THE  COMING  OF  ANTICHRIST  PROPHESIED 

France  unto  Rome,  which  had  from  thence  been  absent  the  space 
111  now  of  seventy  years;  being  thereto  moved,  as  Sabellicus  recordeth, 
A.  I),  by  the  answer  of  a  certain  bishop,  whom,  as  the  pope  saw  standing  bv 
JiJ!*L_  him,  he  asked,  why  he  was  so  long  from  his  charge  and  church  at 
The  p»-  home,  saying  that,  it  was  not  the  part  of  a  good  pastor,  to  keep  him 
Ju^d*"  fr«m  his  flock  so  long.  Whereunto  the  bishop  answering  again,  said, 
•Kain  "  And  you  yourself,  being  the  chief  bishop,  who  may  and  ought  to 
France  to  be  a  spectacle  to  us  all,  why  are  you  from  the  place  so  long  where 
your  church  doth  lie  P"1  by  the  occasion  whereof  the  pope  sought  all 
means  after  that  to  remove  and  to  rid  his  court  out  of  France  again 
to  Rome,  and  so  he  did. 

This  Gregory  XI.,  in  a  certain  bull  of  his  sent  to  the  archbishop 
'for  °f  Prague,  niaketh  mention  of  one  named  Militzius,  a  Bohemian, 
UuSmi  and  saith  in  the  same  bull,  that  this  Militzius  should  hold  opinion  and 
K  by  teach  (a.d.  1366),  that  Anticlirist  was  already  come.  Also  that  the 
the  pope•  said  Militzius  had  certain  congregations  following  him ;  and  that  in 
the  same  congregations  were  certain  harlots,  who  being  converted 
from  their  wickedness,  were  brought  to  a  godly  life ;  which  harlots 
being  so  converted,  he  used  to  say,  were  to  be  preferred  before  all  the 
holy  religious  virgins.1  And  therefore  he  commanded  the  arch- 
bishop to  excommunicate  and  persecute  the  said  Militzius,  who  in 
foretime  had  been  a  religious  man  of  Prague,  and  after  forsook  his 
order,  and  gave  himself  to  preaching,  and  at  length  was  by  the  afore- 
said archbishop  imprisoned. 

Jacobus  Misncnsis,  a  learned  man  and  a  writer  in  the  time  of  John 
Huss,  inaketh  mention  of  this  Militzius,  and  calleth  him  a  worthy 
and  a  famous  preacher.    Also  he  citeth  many  things  out  of  his  writ- 
ings, in  which  this  good  Militzius  thus  declareth  of  himself,  how  he 
was  moved  and  urged  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  search  out  by  the  sacred 
Tnejeom-  Scriptures,  concerning  the  coming  of  Antichrist :  and  that  he  was 
compelled  by  the  same  Holy  Spirit  publicly  to  preach  at  Rome,  and 
also  before  the  inquisitor  there  to  protest  plainly,  that  the  same  great 
Antichrist,  which  is  prophesied  of  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  was  already 
come.    Moreover  his  saying  was,  "  Tliat  the  church  through  negli- 
gence of  the  pastors  was  desolate,  did  abound  in  temporal  riches,  but 
in  spiritual  riches  was  empty Also,  M  That  in  the  church  of  Christ 
were  certain  idols  which  destroyed  Jerusalem,  and  defaced  the  temple, 
but  hypocrisy  caused  that  those  idols  could  not  be  seen.""  Also, 
44  That  many  there  were  who  denied  Christ,  because  that,  knowing 
the  truth,  yet  for  fear  of  men,  they  durst  not  confess  their  conscience, 
&c.    And  thus  much  of  good  Militzius,  living  in  the  time  of  Gre- 
gory XI.  and  king  Edward  III.,  a.d.  1370. 
King  Ed-     l*his  king  of  England,  holding  a  parliament  in  the  third  year  of 
complain  this  pope,  sent  his  ambassadors  to  him,  desiring  him,  that  he  from 
J|£$JJ5J  henceforth  would  abstain  from  his  reservations  of  benefices  used  in 
novation  the  court  of  England ;  and  that  spiritual  men,  within  this  realm  pro- 
moted unto  bishoprics,  might  freely  enjoy  their  elections  within  the 
realm,  and  be  confirmed  by  their  metropolitans,  according  to  the 
ancient  custom  of  the  realm.    Wherefore,  upon  these,  and  such 
other  matters,  wherein  the  king  and  the  realm  thought  themselves 
aggrieved,  he  desired  of  the  pope  some  remedy  to  be  provided,  &c. 

(1)  Ex  BuJla  Cirtgnrii  XI. 
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Whereunto  the  pope  returned  a  certain  answer  again  unto  the  king,  ***^r- 

requiring  by  his  messengers  to  be  certified  again  of  the  king's  mind  L_ 

concerning  the  same,    But  what  answer  it  was,  it  is  not  in  the  story  A.  D. 
expressed,  save  that  the  year  following,  which  was  a.d.  1374,  there  137Q- 
was  a  tractation  at  Bruges  upon  certain  of  the  said  articles  between 
the  king  and  the  pope,  which  did  hang  two  years  in  suspense ;  and  The  pop« 
so  at  length  it  was  thus  agreed  between  them,  that  the  pope  should  hu  ,J!m 
no  more  use  his  reservations  of  benefices  in  England,  and  likewise  the 
king  should  no  more  confer  and  give  benefices  upon  the  writ,  "  Quare  jj^J-"*" 
impedit,"  &c. ;  but,  touching  the  freedom  of  elections  to  be  con- 
firmed  by  the  metropolitan,  mentioned  in  the  year  before,  thereof pedlt 
was  nothing  done. 

As  touching  these  reservations,  provisions  and  collations,  with  the 
elections  of  archbishops,  bishops,  beneficed  men,  and  others,  where- 
with the  pope  vexed  this  realm  of  England,  as  before  you  have 
heard ;  the  king,  by  the  consent  of  the  lords  and  commons,  in  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  enacted,  that  according  to  a  statute 
made  in  the  thirtieth  vear  of  his  grandfather,  Edward  I.,  wherein  was 
made  an  act  against  the  ravenous  pillage  of  the  pope,  through  the 
same  provisions,  reservations  and  collations,  &c.  but  not  put  in  execu- 
tion ;  by  the  which  provisions,  the  state  of  the  realm  decreased  more 
and  more,  the  king's  royalty  and  prerogative  were  greatly  obscured 
and  diminished,  innumerable  treasures  of  the  realm  transported,  aliens 
and  strangers  placed  in  the  best  and  fattest  bishoprics,  abbeys  and 
benefices  within  the  realm ;  and  such,  as  either  for  their  offices  in 
Rome,  as  cardinalships,  and  such  like,  could  not  be  here  resident,  or 
if  resident,  yet  better  away  for  causes  infinite,  as  partly  have  been 
touched  before ;  he  not  only  revived  the  said  statute  made  by  Ed- 
ward I.  his  grandfather,  but  also  enlarged  the  same ;  adding  there- 
unto very  strait  and  sharp  penalties  against  the  offenders  therein,  or 
in  any  part  thereof,  as  exemption  out  of  the  king's  protection,  loss  01 
all  their  lands,  goods,  and  other  possessions,  and  their  bodies  to  be 
imprisoned  at  the  king's  pleasure ;  and  further,  whosoever  were  law- 
fully convicted,  or  who,  otherwise,  for  want  of  appearance  by  process 
directed  forth,  were  within  the  lapse  of  this  statute  of  '  Praemunire,'  The  !>» 
for  so  bore  the  name  thereof,  should  suffer  all  and  every  such  molesta-  munEc. 
tions  and  injuries,  as  men  exempted  from  the  protection  of  the  king,  ffff 
Insomuch,  that  whosoever  had  killed  such  men,  had  been  in  no  more  thereof, 
danger  of  law  for  it,  than  for  the  killing  of  an  outlaw,  or  one  not 
worthy  to  live  in  a  common  weal.  Like  unprofitable  members  were 
they  then,  yea,  in  that  time  of  ignorance,  esteemed  in  this  common- 
weal of  England,  who  would  offer  themselves  to  the  wilful  slavery  and 
servile  obedience  of  the  pope ;  which  thing  in  these  days,  yea,  and 
that  amongst  no  small  fools,  is  counted  more  than  evangelical  holi- 
ness. He  that  listeth  to  peruse  the  statute,  and  would  sec  every 
branch  and  article  thereof  at  large  discussed  and  handled,  with  the 
penalties  due  on  account  of  it,  let  him  read  the  statute  of  Provision  and 
Praemunire  made  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  this  king's  days.  And 
let  him  read  in  the  statutes  made  in  the  parliaments  holdcn  the  The( 
twenty-seventh  and  thirty-eighth  years  of  his  reign ;  and  under  the  mimLy. 
i-amc  title  of  Provision  and  Praemunire  he  shall  find  the  pope's  y^l^ 
primacy  and  jurisdiction  within  this  realm  more  nearly  touched  and 
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much  of  his  papal  power  restrained :  insomuch  that  whosoever,  for 
any  cause  or  controversy  in  law,  either  spiritual  or  temporal,  the  i 


A.D.  being  determinable  in  any  of  the  king's  courts  (as  all  matters  were), 
13"°-  whether  they  were  personal  or  real  citations,  or  otherwise,  should 
either  appeal  or  consent  to  any  appellation  to  be  made  out  of  the 
realm  to  the  pope  or  see  of  Rome,  should  incur  the  said  penalty  and 
danger  of  '  Praemunire.1  Divere  other  matters  wherein  the  pope  is 
restrained  of  his  usurped  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction  within  this 
realm  of  England,  are  in  the  said  titles  and  statutes  expressed,  and  at 
large  set  forth,  whoever  listcth  to  peruse  the  same,  whicn  for  brevity's 
sake  I  omit,  hasting  to  other  matters, 
st.  About  this  time,  being  a.d.  1370,  lived  holy  Bridget,  whom  the 

Bridget.  criurch  of  Rome  hath  canonized  not  only  for  a  saint,  but  also  for  a 
prophetess ;  who,  notwithstanding,  in  her  book  of  Revelations,1  which 
nath  been  oftentimes  imprinted,  was  a  great  icbuker  of  the  pope  and 
of  the  filth  of  his  clergy,  calling  him  a  murderer  of  souls,  a  spiller  and 
a  pillcr  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  more  abominable  than  the  Jews,  more 
cruel  than  Judas,  more  unjust  than  Pilate,  worse  than  Lucifer  him- 
self. The  sec  of  the  pope,  she  prophesieth,  shall  be  thrown  down  into 
the  deep  like  a  millstone,  and  that  his  assister  shall  burn  with  brim- 
stone ;  affirming,  that  the  prelates,  bishops,  and  priests,  arc  the  cause 
why  the  doctrine  of  Christ  is  neglected,  and  almost  extinguished ;  and 
that  the  clergy  have  turned  the  ten  commandments  of  God  into  two 
words,  to  wit,  "Da  pecuniam,""  that  is,  "Give  money.""  It  were 
long  and  tedious  to  declare  all  that  she  against  them  writeth.  Among 
the  rest  which  I  omit,  let  this  suffice  for  all ;  where  the  said  Bridget 
ground  0r  affirmeth  in  her  revelations,  that  when  the  holy  virgin  should  say  to 
her  Son,  how  Rome  was  a  fruitful  and  fertile  field ;  "  Yea,""  said  he, 
"  but  of  weeds  only  and  cockle,""  &c. 

To  this  Bridget  I  will  join  also  Catharina  Senensis,  a  holy  virgin,  who 
lived  much  about  the  same  time,  (a.d  1379 ;)  of  whom  writeth  Anto- 
ninus.2 This  Catharine,  having  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  was  wont  much 
to  complain  of  the  corrupt  state  of  the  church,  namely,  of  the  prelates 
of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  of  the  pope ;  prophesying  before  of  the 
great  schism  which  then  followed  in  the  church  of  Rome,  and  en- 
dured to  the  council  of  Constance,  the  space  of  thirty-nine  years ; 
also  of  the  great  wars  and  tribulation,  which  ensued  upon  the  same. 
There-    And  moreover,  declared  before,  and  foretold  of  this  so  excellent  re- 
SSion  formation  of  religion  in  the  church  now  present    The  words  of  An- 
sjft"  toninus  be  these :  "  After  this  virgin,  in  her  going  to  Rome,  had  told 
before,    her  brother  of  the  wars  and  tumults  that  should  arise  in  the  countries 
about  Rome,  after  the  schism  of  the  two  popes ;  I,  then,  curious  to 
know  of  things  to  come,  and  knowing  that  she  understood  by  revela- 
tion what  should  happen,  demanded  of  her,  I  pray  you,  good  mother, 
said  I,  and  what  shall  befall  after  these  troubles  in  the  church  of 
The  ].ro-  God  ?    And  she  said :  1  By  these  tribulations  and  afflictions,  after  a 
f«thii-uf  secret  manner  unknown  unto  man,  God  shall  purge  his  holy  church, 
rilu?-      and  stir  up  the  spirit  of  his  elect.    And  after  these  things,  shall  follow 
Note.     such  a  reformation  of  the  holy  church  of  God,  and  such  a  renovation 
of  holy  pastors,  that  only  the  cogitation  and  remembrance  thereof, 


(1)  Ex  lib.  rcvcUiionum  Diva  BridgiUie. 
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makcth  my  spirit  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord.    And,  as  I  have  oftentimes  Edward 

told  you  heretofore,  the  spouse,  which  now  is  all  deformed  and  ragged,  L_ 

shall  be  adorned  and  decked  with  most  rich  and  precious  ouches  and  A.  D. 
brooches.  And  all  the  faithfiil  shall  be  glad  and  rejoice  to  see  them-  1370i_ 
selves  so  beautified  with  such  holy  shepherds.  Yea,  and  also  the 
infidels  then,  allured  by  the  sweet  savour  of  Christ,  shall  return  to 
the  catholic  fold,  and  be  converted  to  the  true  bishop  and  shepherd 
of  their  souls.  Give  thanks  therefore  to  God ;  for  after  this  storm 
he  will  give  to  his  a  great  calm.'  And  after  she  had  thus  spoken, 
she  staid,  and  said  no  more." 

Besides  these  aforenamed,  the  Lord,  who  never  ceaseth  to  work  in  Matthew 
his  church,  stirred  up  against  the  malignant  church  of  Rome,  the  * 
spirits  of  divers  other  good  and  godly  teachers,  as  Matthew  Paris,  a  Jf"™^ 
Bohemian  born,  who,  about  a.d.  1870,  wrote  a  large  book  of  Anti-  Antf- 
christ,  and  proveth  him  to  be  already  come,  and  noteth  the  pope  to  air**iy 
be  the  same ;  which  book  one  Illiricus,  a  writer  in  these  our  days,  ^,,l"el;oc. 
hath,  and  promiseth  to  put  it  in  print.    In  this  book  he  doth  greatly  "inland 
inveigh  against  the  wickedness  and  filthiness  of  the  clergy,  and  against  tiwl"^ 
the  neglecting  of  their  duty  in  governing  the  church.    The  locusts  Matthew- 
mentioned  in  the  Apocalypse,  he  saith,  be  the  hypocrites  reigning  in 
the  church.    The  works  of  Antichrist,  he  saith,  be  these,  the  fables 
and  inventions  of  men  reigning  in  the  church,  the  images  and  feigned 
relics  that  are  worshipped  every  where.    Item,  That  men  do  wor- 
ship, every  one,  his  proper  saint  and  saviour  beside  Christ,  so  that 
every  man  and  city  almost  have  their  diverse  and  peculiar  Christ. 
He  taught  and  affirmed,  moreover,  that  godliness  and  true  worship  of 
God  are  not  bound  to  place,  persons,  or  times,  to  be  heard  more  in 
this  place  than  in  another,  at  this  time  more  than  at  another,  &c.  He 
argueth  also  against  the  cloisterers,  who  leaving  the  only  and  true 
Saviour,  set  up  to  themselves  their  Franciscans,  their  Dominies,  and 
such  others,  and  have  them  for  their  saviours,  glorying,  and  triumph- 
ing in  them,  and  feigning  many  forged  lies  about  them.    He  was 
greatly  and  much  offended  with  monks  and  friars  for  neglecting  or 
rather  burying  the  word  of  Christ,  and  instead  of  him  for  celebrating 
and  setting  up  their  own  rules  and  canons ;  affirming  it  to  be  very 
hurtful  to  true  godliness,  for  that  priests,  monks  and  nuns  do  account 
themselves  only  spiritual,  and  all  others  to  be  lay  and  secular;  attri- 
buting only  to  themselves  the  opinion  of  holiness,  and  contemning 
other  men  with  all  their  politic  administration,  and  the  office  as  pro- 
fane in  comparison  of  their  own.    He  further  writeth  that  Antichrist 
hath  seduced  all  universities  and  colleges  of  learned  men,  so  that  they 
teach  no  sincere  doctrine,  neither  give  any  light  to  the  Christians  with 
their  teaching.    Finally,  he  forewarneth  that  it  will  come  to  pass, 
that  God  yet  once  again  will  raise  up  godly  teachers,  who,  being  fer- 
vent in  the  spirit  and  zeal  of  Elias,  shall  disclose  and  refute  the  errors 
of  Antichrist,  and  Antichrist  himself,  openly  to  the  whole  world. 
This  Matthew,  in  the  said  book  of  Antichrist,  allegeth  the  sayings 
and  writings  of  the  university  of  Paris,  also  the  writings  of  Guliclmus 
dc  Sancto  Amore,  and  of  Militzius  before  noted. 

About  the  same  time,  or  shortly  after  (a.d.  1884),  we  read  also 
of  Johannes  of  Mountziger,  rector  of  the  university  of  Ulm,  who 
openly  in  the  schools,  in  his  oration,  propounded  that  the  body  of 
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Edward  Christ  was  not  God,  and  therefore  not  to  be  worshipped  as  God  with 

 that  kind  of  worship  called  1  Latria,"  as  the  sophister  tenneth  it, 

A.  D    meaning  thereby  the  sacrament  not  to  be  adored,  which  afterwards  lie 
also  defended  by  writing ;  affirming  also,  that  Christ  in  his  rcsurrec- 


The» 


*'on  to°k  to       a8am  a"  n'8  blood  which  in  his  passion  he  liad  shed. 
Kcrpr^"  Meaning  thereby  to  infer,  that  the  blood  of  Christ,  which  in  many 
againit    places  is  worshipped,  neither  can  be  called  the  blood  of  Christ,  neither 
the  jwpe.  ought  to  be  worshipped.    But  by  and  by  he  was  resisted  and  with- 
stood by  the  monks  and  friars ;  who  by  this  kind  of  idolatry  were 
greatly  enriched,  till  at  length  the  senate  and  council  of  the  city  were 
fain  to  take  up  the  matter  between  them, 
th"  arch-     Nilus  was  archbishop  of  Thessalonica,  and  lived  much  about  this 
biahopof  time.    He  wrote  a  long  work  against  the  Latins;  that  is,  against 
such  as  took  part  and  held  with  the  church  of  Rome.   His  first  book 
being  written  in  Greek,  was  afterward  translated  into  Latin,  and  lately 
now  into  English,  in  this  our  time.    In  the  first  chapter  of  his  book, 
he  laycth  all  the  blame  and  fault  of  the  dissension  and  schism  between 
the  east  and  the  west  church,  upon  the  pope.    He  affirmed  that  the 
pope  would  command  only  what  him  listed,  were  it  never  so  contrary 
to  all  the  old  and  ancient  canons ;  that  he  would  hear  and  follow  no 
man's  advice ;  that  he  would  not  permit  any  free  councils  to  be 
assembled,  &c.    And  that,  therefore,  it  was  not  possible  that  the 
controversies  between  the  Greek  church  and  the  Latin  church  should 
be  decided  and  determined. 

In  the  second  chapter  of  his  book,  he  purposely  maketh  a  very 
learned  disputation.  For  first,  he  declareth  that  he,  no  whit  at  all  by 
God's  commandment,  but  only  by  human  law,  hath  any  dignity,  more 
than  have  other  bishops ;  which  dignity  the  councils,  the  fathers,  the 
emperors,  have  granted  unto  him  :  neither  did  they  grant  the  same 
for  any  other  consideration,  or  greater  ordinance,  than  because  the 
same  citv  then  had  the  empery  of  all  the  whole  world,  and  not  at  all 
for  that  Peter  ever  was  there,  or  not  there. 

Secondarily  he  declareth,  that  the  same  primacy  or  prerogative  is 
not  such  and  so  great,  as  he  and  his  sycophants  do  usurp  unto  them- 
selves. Also  he  refuteth  the  chief  propositions  of  the  papists,  one 
after  another.  He  deelareth,  that  the  pope  hath  no  dominion  more 
than  other  patriarchs  have,  and  that  he  nimself  may  err  as  well  as 
other  mortal  men  ;  and  that  he  is  subject  both  to  laws  and  councils, 
as  well  as  other  bishops.  That  it  belonged  not  to  him,  but  to  the 
emperor,  to  call  general  councils ;  and  that  in  ecclesiastical  causes  he 
could  establish  and  ordain  no  more  than  all  other  bishops  might. 
And,  lastly,  that  he  getteth  no  more  by  Peter  s  succession,  than  that 
he  is  a  bishop,  as  all  other  bishops  after  the  apostles  be,  &c. 
jacohut  I  cannot,  among  other  things,  following  here  the  occasion  of  this 
SmEt  matter  offered,  leave  out  the  memory  of  Jacobus  Misuensis,  who  also 
utiiua.  vrote  0f  the  coming  of  Antichrist.  In  the  same  he  maketh  mention 
of  a  certain  learned  man,  whose  name  was  Militzius,1  which  Militzius, 
saith  he,  "  was  a  famous  and  worthy  preacher  in  Prague."  He  lived 
about  a.d.  1866,  long  before  Huss,  and  before  WicklifT  also.  In  his 
writings  Jacobus  declareth,  how  the  same  good  man  Militzius  was,  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  incited,  and  vehemently  moved  to  search  out 

1(1)  Ex  BunalOngorU. 
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of  the  holy  Scriptures  the  manner  and  coming  of  Antichrist ;  and  Edwyi 
found  that  now,  in  his  time,  lie  was  already  come.    And  the  same  '"' 
Jacobus  saith,  that  Militzius  was  constrained  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  A.  D. 
go  up  to  Rome,  and  there  publicly  to  preach.    And  that  afterwards,  *3'0, 
before  the  inquisitor,  he  affirmed  the  same ;  namely,  that  the  same 
mighty  and  great  Antichrist,  which  the  Scriptures  made  mention  of, 
•vas  already  come. 

He  affirmed  also,  that  the  church,  by  the  negligence  of  the  pastors, 
should  become  desolate ;  and  that  iniquity  should  abound,  that  is,  by 
reason  of  Mammon,  master  of  iniquity.  Also,  he  said  that  there 
were  in  the  church  of  Christ  idols,  which  should  destroy  Jerusalem, 
and  make  the  temple  desolate,  but  were  cloaked  by  hypocrisy. 
Further,  that  there  be  many  who  deny  Christ,  for  that  they  keep 
silence ;  neither  do  they  hear  Christ,  whom  all  the  world  should  know, 
and  confess  his  verity  before  men  ;  who  also  knowingly  do  detain  the 
verity  and  justice  of  God. 

There  is  also  a  certain  bull  of  pope  Gregory  XI.  to  the  arch-  Miiiuiiu 
bishop  of  Prague ;  wherein  he  is  commanded  to  excommunicate  and  cuteTby 
ersecute  Militzius  and  his  auditors.  The  same  bull  declareth,  that the  pope- 
e  was  once  a  canon  of  Prague,  but  afterwards  lie  renounced  his 
canonship,  and  began  to  preach ;  who,  also,  for  that  he  so  manifestly 
preached  of  Antichrist  to  be  already  come,  was  of  John,  archbishop 
of  Prague,  put  in  prison,  declaring  what  his  error  was ;  to  wit,  how 
he  had  his  company  or  congregation  to  whom  he  preached,  and  that 
amongst  the  same  were  certain  converted  harlots,  who  had  forsaken 
their  evil  life,  and  did  live  godly  and  well,  which  harlots  he  accus- 
tomed in  his  sermons  to  prefer  before  all  the  blessed  virgins  that 
never  offended.  He  taught  also  openly,  that  in  the  pope,  cardinals, 
bishops,  prelates,  priests,  and  other  religious  men  was  no  truth, 
neither  that  they  taught  the  way  of  truth,  but  that  only  he,  and  such 
as  held  with  him,  taught  the  true  way  of  salvation.  His  postil1  in 
some  places  is  yet  to  be  seen.  They  allege  unto  him  certain  other 
inconvenient  articles,  which  notwithstanding  I  think  the  adversaries, 
to  deprave  him  withal,  have  slanderously  invented  against  him.  He 
had,  as  appeared  by  the  aforesaid  bull,  very  many  of  every  state  and 
condition,  as  well  rich  as  poor,  that  cleaved  unto  him. 

About  a.  d.  1871,  lived  Henricus  de  Iota,  whom  Gerson  doth 
much  commend,  and  also  his  companion  Henricus  de  Hassia,  an 
excellent  learned  and  famous  man.  An  epistle  of  this  Henricus  de 
Hassia,  which  he  wrote  to  the  bishop  of  Normacia,  Jacobus  Cart- 
siensis  inserted  in  his  book  '  De  Erroribus  Christian orum.1  In  the 
same  epistle  the  author  doth  greatly  accuse  the  spiritual  men  of 
every  order,  yea  and  the  most  holy  of  all  others,  the  pope  himself,  of 
many  and  great  vices.  He  said,  that  the  ecclesiastical  governors  in 
the  primitive  church  were  to  be  compared  to  the  sun  shining  in  the 
day  time ;  and  the  political  governors,  to  the  moon  shining  in  the 
night.  But  the  spiritual  men,  he  said,  that  now  arc,  do  never  shine 
in  the  day  time,  nor  yet  in  the  night  time,  but  rather  with  their 
darkness  do  obscure  both  the  day  and  the  night ;  that  is,  with  their 
filthy  living,  ignorance,  and  impiety.     He  citeth  also  out  of  the 

{I)  HJa  glossary.—  E». 
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Edward  prophecy  of  Hildegard  these  words :  "  Therefore  doth  the  devil  in 
himself  speak  of  you  priests  :  Dainty  banquets,  and  feasts  wherein  is 
A.  D.  all  voluptuousness,  do  I  find  amongst  these  men ;  insomuch  that 
137°-  mine  eyes,  mine  ears,  my  belly,  and  my  veins,  be  even  filled  with 
the  froth  of  them,  and  my  breasts  stand  astrut  with  the  riches  of 
them,"  &c.  "  Lastly,"  saith  she,  "  they  every  day  more  and  more,  as 
Lucifer  did,  seek  to  climb  higher  and  higher;  till  that  ever}'  day 
with  him,  more  and  more,  they  fall  deeper  and  deeper.'" 
Thedti-      About  a.d.  1390,  there  were  bumed  at  Bringa,  thirty-six  citizens 
Mogw»-   of  Moguntina,  for  the  doctrine  of  Waldensis,  as  Brussius  affirmeth  ; 
,,"a-      which  opinion  was  nothing  contrary  to  that  they  held  before,  wherein 
they  affirmed  the  pope  to  be  that  great  Antichrist,  which  should 
come ;  unless,  peradventure,  the  pope  seemed  then  to  be  more  evi- 
dently convicted  of  Antichristianity,  than  at  any  other  time  before 
he  was  revealed  to  be. 
a  brief       For  the  like  cause,  many  other  beside  these  are  to  be  found  in 
U stories,  who  sustained  the  like  persecutions  by  the  pope,  if  leisure 
todrah*  ^ould  serve  to  peruse  all  that  might  be  searched.  As  where  Masseus 
fbr  how-  recordeth  of  divers,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  and  forty,  who  in 
igSiiut    tne  province  of  Narbonnc  chose  rather  to  suffer  whatsoever  grievous 
Ihoplrf   Pun»shment  by  fire,  than  to  receive  the  decretals  of  the  Romish 
Home,    church,  contrary  to  the  upright  truth  of  the  Scripture. 
'Tm".fhe     What  should  I  here  speak  of  the  twenty-four  who  suffered  at 
wickiiir.  paris,  a.d.  1210?    Also  in  the  same  author  is  testified  that  in  the 
following  year  there  were  four  hundred  under  the  name  of  heretics 
burned,  eighty  beheaded,  prince  Americus  hanged,  and  the  lady  of 
the  castle  stoned  to  death. 

Moreover,  in  the  chronicles  of  Hoveden,  and  of  other  writers,  be 
recited  a  marvellous  number,  who  in  the  countries  of  France  were 
burned  for  heretics ;  of  whom,  some  were  called  Publicans,  some 
Catharites,  some  Paterines,  and  others,  by  other  names.  What  their 
assertions  were,  I  find  no  certain  report  worthy  of  credit. 
Eckhard.  In  Trithemius,  it  is  signified  of  one  Eckhard,  a  Dominican  friar, 
SimJed.  wnoi  not  l°ng  before  WicklifT s  time,  was  condemned  and  suffered 
for  heresy  at  Heidelburgh  (a.d.  1880),  who  as  he  differeth  not  much 
in  name,  so  may  he  be  supposed  to  be  the  same,  whom  others  do 
name  Beghard,  and  is  said  to  be  burned  at  Erphord. 

Of  Albigenscs,  because  sufficient  mention  is  made  before,  of  whom 
great  number  were  burned  about  the  time  of  king  John,  I  pass  them 
over. 

a  hermit  Likewise,  I  let  pass  the  hermit,  of  whom  John  Bacon  maketh 
JjgEf  relation,1  who,  disputing  in  Paul's  Church,  affirineth  "  That  those 
"HJ?9"  sacraments  which  were  then  used  in  the  church,  (a.d.  I860,)  were  not 
instituted  by  Christ."  Peradventure,  it  was  the  same  Ranulphus, 
mentioned  in  the  Flower  of  Histories,  and  who  is  said  to  die  in  prison ; 
for  the  time  of  them  doth  not  much  differ. 

In  Boetius,  why  the  pope  should  so  much  commend  a  certain 
king,  because  for  one  man  he  had  slain  four  hundred,  shamefully 
mutilating  the  rest,  I  cannot  judge,  except  the  cause  were  that  which 
the  pope  calleth  heresy. 


(1)2  Di»t.  Qua.it.  1. 
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But  to  let  these  things  be  passed  over  that  be  uncertain,  because 
neither  is  it  possible  to  comprehend  all  them  who  have  withstood  the 
corruption  of  the  pope's  sec,  neither  have  wc  any  such  firm  testimony 
left  of  their  doings,  credibly  to  stay  upon,  we  will  now  (Christ  wil- 
ing) convert  our  story  to  things  more  certain  and  undoubted ; 
grounding  upon  no  light  reports  of  feeble  credit,  nor  upon  any 
fabulous  legends  without  authority,  but  upon  the  true  and  substantial 
copies  of  the  public  records  of  the  realm,  remaining  yet  to  be  seen  under 
the  king's  most  sure  and  faithful  custody  :  out  of  the  which  records 1 
such  matter  appeareth  against  the  popish  church  of  Rome,  and  against 
its  usurped  authority,  such  open  standing  and  crying  out  against  the 
said  see,  and  that  not  privily,  but  also  in  open  parliament,  in  the 
days  of  this  king  Edward  III. ;  that  neither  will  the  Romish  people 
of  this  our  age  easily  think  it  to  be  true  when  they  see  it,  neither  yet 
shall  they  be  able  to  deny  the  same,  so  clear  standeth  the  force  of 
those  records. 


A.  D. 
1370. 


Ye  heard  a  little  before  (p.  683),  how  John  Stratford,  archbishop  Partial 
of  Canterbury,  being  sent  for,  and  required  by  the  king  to  come  unto  ^"o^in 
him,  refused  to  do  so.    What  the  cause  was  why  he  denied  to  come  ™t  M*- 


at  the  king's  sending,  is  neither  touched  upon  by  Polydorc  Virgil,  the6* 


church 


nor  by  any  other  monkish  chronicler,  writing  of  those  acts  and  times;  0r  Eng. 
whose"  part  had  been,  faithfully  to  have  dispensed  the  simple  truth  of  Und- 
things  done  to  their  posterity.    But  that  which  they  dissemblingly 
and  eolourably  have  concealed,  contrary  to  the  true  law  of  story,  the 
true  cause  thereof  wc  have  found  out  by  the  true  parliament  rolls 
declaring  the  story  thus : 

King  Edward  1 1 1.,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign,  hearing  that  Edward  Baliol 
had  proclaimed  himself  king  of  Scotland,  required  counsel  of  the  whole  state, 
to  wit,  whether  it  were  better  for  him  to  assail  Scotland,  and  to  claim  the 
demesing  or  demesnes  of  the  same ;  or  else  by  making  him  party  to  take  his 
advantage,  and  thereby  to  enjoy  the  service,  as  other  nis  ancestors  before  him 
had  done.  For  this  cause  he  summoned  a  parliament  of  all  estates  to  meet  at 
York,  about  the  beginning  of  December.  The  king  was  already  there,  waiting 
for  the  coming  of  such  as  were  warned  thereunto ;  for  the  want  of  whose 
coming  the  parliament  was  adjourned  till  the  Monday,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Tuesday  next  ensuing.  But  forasmuch  as  most  of  the  states  were  absent,  the 
assembly  required  the  continuance  of  the  parliament,  until  the  Utas  of  St. 
Hilary,  then  ensuing,  at  York,  which  was  granted.  And  so  a  new  summons 
was  especially  awarded  to  every  person  with  special  charge  to  attend,  so  that  the 
affairs  of  the  king  and  the  realm  might  not  be  hindered  because  of  the  debate 
between  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  archbishop  of  York,  for  the 
superior  bearing  of  their  cross.' 

In  conclusion,  for  all  the  king's  summoning,  none  other  of  all  the  clergy  The  arch- 
Came,  but  only  the  archbishop  of  York,  the  bishops  of  Lincoln  and  Carlisle,  and  HjjH  of 
the  abbots  of  York  and  Selby  ;  so  that  hereunto  came  not  the  archbishop  of  t,uryc  " 
Canterbury,  nor  any  other  of  his  province,  and  all  for  bearing  the  cross,  came  not 
whereby  the  same  was  not  only  a  loss  of  the  opportunity  to  Scotland,  but  also  an  J^^. 
importable  charge  to  the  whole  estate  by  a  new  re-assembly.    And  thus  much  mem  at 
out  of  the  records,  whereby  thou  mayest  easily  judge  (prudent  reader)  what  is  XjjJ*"1- 
to  be  thought  of  these  pope-holy  catholic  churchmen,  being  of  the  pope  s  brood  tearing 
and  setting  up ;  whom  such  frivolous  causes  of  contention  stir  tip  both  to  such  the  cn*». 
disquietness  among  themselves,  and  also  to  such  disobedience  against  their  The 
prince :  excuse  them  who  can.»  PJgjJj 

It  followeth,  moreover,  in  the  same  records,  concerning  the  abandoning  of  jEJwi Ve- 
the  pope's  provisions,*  how  that  the  commons  find  great  default  at  provisions  »traiu«d. 

(1)  Ex  ArchlvU  Regirr  MajeMatit.  <*)  Ex  an.  6  Regit  Ed.  III.  tit.  t. 

IS)  Ex  an.  0.  Regb  Ed.  111.  tit.  I.  (4)  Ex  au.  17.  Bcr.  Ed.  III.  m  39 
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coming  flrom  Rome,  whereby  strangers  were  enabled  within  this  realm  to  enjoy 
ecclesiastical  dignities,  and  show  divers  inconveniencies  ensuing  thereby ; 
j)    namely,  the  decay  of  daily  alms,  the  transporting  of  the  treasure  to  nourish  the 
1370.   kiiE  8  enemies,  the  discovering  of  the  secrets  of  the  realm,  and  the  disabling 
and  impoverishing  of  the  clerks  within  this  realm.1 


The  They  also  show  how  the  pope  had  in  moat  covertwise  granted  to  two  new 

church  of  cardinals  within  tliis  realm  (one  named  cardinal  Peragotz),  above  ten  thousand 
«poUcd  by  marks  of  yearly  taxes.  They  therefore  required  the  king  and  nobles  to  find 
the  pope  some  remedy,  tor  that  they  never  could  nor  would  any  longer  bear  those  strange 
foreign-  oppressions ;  or  else  to  help  them  to  expel  out  of  this  realm  the  pope's  power  by 
force. 


tit.  60 


large  d< 
The 


Hereupon  the  king,  lords,  and  commons,  sent  for  the  act  made  at  Carlisle,  in 
wart  I  *ne  t,u"rty "fifth  )'ear  °f  king  Edward  I.,  upon  the  like  complaint;  thereby  for- 
revived  bidding  that  any  thing  should  be  attempted  or  brought  into  the  realm,  which 
should  tend  to  the  blemishing  of  the  lung's  prerogative,  or  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  lords  or  commons.  And  so  at  this  time  the  statute  called  the  Act  of  Provi- 
sion, was  made  by  common  consent,  which  generally  forbiddeth  the  bringing 
in  of  any  bulls,  or  such  trinkets  from  the  court  of  Rome,  or  the  using,  enjoying, 
or  allowing  of  any  such  bill,  process,  instrument,  or  such  ware,  as  thereby  at 
doth  appear ;  which  sufficiently  is  touched  before  page  609.1 
penalty  of  the  aforesaid  statute  *  afterwards  followed  in  the  next  parlia- 
ment, which  was  this :  the  transgressors  thereof  were  to  lie  in  perpetual  prison, 
or  to  be  forejured  the  land ;  and  that  all  justices  of  assize,  gaol  delivery,  and 
oyer  and  determiner,  may  determine  the  same.  Required  withal,  that  the 
same  act  of  provision  should  continue  for  ever. 
Preaen-  Item,  In  the  said  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward,  it  was, 
moreover,  propounded,  that  if  any  archbishop,  or  any  person  religious,  or  other, 
do  not  present  within  four  months  some  able  clerk  to  any  dignity,  where  any 
ths.  person  hath  obtained  from  Rome  any  provision,  bull,  &c,  but  surcease  the 
same,  that  then  the  king  may  present  some  able  clerk.4 
No  elec-  Item,  It  was  propounded  in  the  said  parliament,  that  if  any  bishop  elect 
tion  to  be  shall  refuse  to  take  any  such  bishoprics,  otherwise  than  bv  such  bull,  that 
the  ^en  such  elect  shall  not  enter  or  enjoy  his  temporalties  without  bis  special 
but  only  license.1 

Also  that  the  king  shall  dispose  all  such  benefices  and  dignities  of  such  aliens 
Di»po-     his  enemies,  as  remain  in  the  country  of  his  enemies,  and  employ  the  profit* 


ittiom  of  thereof  to  the  defence  of  the  realm.* 
wim'n**  Moreover,  it  was  propounded,  that  commissioners  be  sent  to  all  the  king's 
the  king'i  ports  to  apprehend  all  such  persons  as  shall  bring  in  any  such  instrument 
hand.  from  Rome,  and  to  bring  them,  forthwith,  before  the  council  to  answer  thereto.7 
Ruil»  Propounded  furthermore,  that  the  deanery  of  York,  which  is  to  be  recovered 

Rome  for-  °y  judgment  in  the  king's  court,  may  be  bestowed  upon  some  able  roan  within 
bidden,  the  realm,  who  will  maintain  the  same  against  him  (meaning  the  cardinal,  who 
Deanery  holdeth  the  same  by  provision  from  Rome,  being  the  enemy  to  the  king,  and 
taken*  10  tne  realm),  and  that  the  profits  may  be  employed  to  the  defence  of  the 
from  the  realm.* 

cardinal.  flie  king's  answer.  To  all  which  petitions  answer  was  made  in  form  follow- 
2j .  ing:  "  It  is  agreed  by  the  king,  earls,  barons,  justices,  and  other  wise  men  of  the 
uSm  realm,  that  the  petitions  aforesaid  be  made  in  sufficient  form  of  law,  according 
!fti!S«M  to  the  P6^01"  foresaid." 

petitiona.  Note  in  this  answer  of  the  king,  good  reader,  that  at  the  grant 
hereof  the  consent  of  the  bishops  is  neither  named,  nor  expressed, 
with  the  other  lords  of  the  parliament:  and  yet  the  parliament 
standeth  in  its  full  force,  notwithstanding. 

Notes  of  the  Parliament  holden  in  the  Twentieth  Year  of  King 

Edward  III. 

Alien  To  pass  on  further,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  king's  reign,  in  the  parlia- 
ivo'ii  t0  ">e"t  nolden  the  same  year,  it  was  propounded ;  that  all  alien  monks  should 

(1)  6  Kdw.  III.  UL  59.  (J)  Ibid.  tit.  60.  (3)  An.  Reg.  Edw.  18,  tit.  31.  (4)  Ibid,  tit  34. 
(3)  Ibid.  tit.  35.  («)  Ibid.  tit.  34.      (7)  Ibid.  lit.  37.  (8)  Ibid.  Ut.  38. 
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avoid  the  realm  by  the  day  of  St.  Michael,  and  that  their  livings  should  be  jfdirw 
disposed  of  to  young  English  scholars.1    The  livings  of  these,  the  king  took  to  _  ltJ- 
his  hands.  ^  ^ 

Item,  That  the  king  may  take  the  profits  of  all  other  strangers'  livings,  as   \  .ro 

cardinals  and  others,  during  their  lives.    The  profits  of  whom  were  also  in  the   - 

king's  hands.' 

That  such  alien  enemies,  as  be  advanced  to  livings  here  in  England  (being  Living* 
in  their  own  countries,  shoemakers,  tailors,  or  chamberlains  to  cardinals)  should  ^Jjj*" 
depart  before  Michaelmas,  and  their  livings  be  disposed  of  to  poor  English  n 
scholars.    The  livings  also  of  these  remained  in  the  king's  hands.1 

The  commons  denied  to  make  any  payment  to  any  cardinals,  lying  in  u 
France  to  treat  of  war  or  peace,  which  also  was  granted  on  the  king's  part  as 
reasonable. 

Item,  It  was  propounded  and  fully  agreed,  that  the  yearly  advancement  of  Cardinal* 
two  thousand  marks  (granted  by  the  pope  to  two  cardinals,  out  of  the  provinces  „f?"cir<1 
of  Canterbury  and  York)  should  be  restrained,  and  such  as  shall  pursue  for  it  living 
to  be  out  of  the  law.4  und"8~ 

Likewise  it  was  enacted  and  agreed,  that  no  Englishman  should  take  any    n  ' 
thing  in  farm  of  any  alien  religious,  or  buy  any  of  their  goods,  or  be  of  their 
counsel,  on  pain  of  perpetual  imprisonment. 

Enacted  further,  That  no  person  should  bring  into  the  realm,  to  any  bishop 
or  other,  any  bull,  or  any  other  letters  from  Rome,  or  from  any  alien,  unless 
he  show  the  same  to  the  chancellor  or  warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports ;  upon  loss 
uf  all  he  hath. 

Finally,  in  the  end  of  the  said  parliament  the  bishops  were  commanded, 
before  the  next  convocation,  to  certify  unto  the  chancery  the  names  of  such 
aliens  and  their  benefices,  and  the  values  of  the  same. 

Notes  of  the  Five  and  Twentieth  Year  of  King  Edward  III.5 

The  parliament  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  1 1 1.,  The 
was  begun  on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  a.d.  1352.    hi  that  parliament,  beside  JJ^  * 
other  matters,  it  was  propounded,  that  remedy  might  be  had  against  the  pope's  fruit,  and 
reservations,  by  which  brokerage  and  means  the  pope  received  the  first  fruits  of  ™<*t- 
all  ecclesiastical  dignities :  a  greater  consumption  to  the  realm,  than  all  the  l£°0* 
king's  wars.4  hurtful 

Also  that  the  like  remedy  might  be  had  against  such  as  in  the  court  of  [JJjJj 
Rome  presume  to  undo  any  judgment  given  m  the  king's  court,  as  if  they  than  all 
laboured  to  undo  the  laws  of  the  realm.7  the  k»ng'» 

Whereunto  it  was  answered,  that  there  was  sufficient  remedy  provided  by  wm- 
law. 

Notes  of  the  Eight  and  Thirtieth  Year  of  King  Edward  III. 

In  the  parliament  holden  at  Westminster,  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  Edward  III.,  The  re 
in  the  Utaves  of  Hilary,  Simon,  bishop  of  Ely,  being  lord  chancellor,  it  was  ffjf^j 
required  by  the  king's  own  mouth,  and  declared  to  the  whole  estates,  how  daily  foVcaulea 
citation  and  false  suggestions  were  made  to  the  pope,  for  matters  determinable  not  to  be 
in  his  courts  within  the  realm,  and  for  procuring  provisions  to  ecclesiastical  jjjJSl  «t 
dignities,  to  the  great  defacing  of  the  ancient  laws,  to  the  spoiling  of  his  crown,  Rome, 
to  the  daily  conveying  away  of  the  treasure,  to  the  wasting  of  ecclesiastical  What 
livings,  to  the  withdrawing  of  divine  service,  alms,  hospitality,  and  other  £j£.h£?,k 
acceptable  works,  and  to  the  daily  increase  of  all  mischiefs :  wherefore,  in  tran»- 
person,  and  by  his  own  mouth,  the  king  required  the  whole  estate  to  provide  porting 
hereof  due  remedy.1  R*omc  '0 

It  is  to  be  noted  finally  in  this  parliament  of  the  thirty-eighth  year,  that  the  ^ 
act  of  provisors,  brought  in  during  this  parliament,  although  in  the  printed  copy  printed 
[chapters  1,  2,  3,  4,]  it  doth  agree  with  the  record  in  manner,  yet  in  the  said  *J*tutf 
records,  unprinted,  are  more  biting  words  against  the  pope :  a  mystery  not  to  ifSm. 
be  known  of  all  men.8 

(1)  An.  JO  Edw.  III.  tit.  30.        (2)  Ibid.  tit.  U.      (3i  Ibid.  tit.  38,  JJ.      (4)  Ibid  tit.  34. 
(5)  Ex  Arch.  S5.  an  Reg.  Edw  III.  (6)  Ibid.  tit.  14,  (?)  IbW 

(•)  Tit.  7.  p,  Tit  9. 
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EduTd  Notes  of  the  Fortieth  Year  of  King  Edward  III. 



A. D.      It  followeth,  moreover,  in  the  said  acta  of  king  Edward  III.,  and  in  the 
1370.  fortieth  year  of  his  reign,  that  another  parliament  was  called  at  Westminster  on 

 the  third  of  May,  a.  d.  1366,1  the  bishop  of  Ely  being  lord  chancellor  and 

speaker ;  who,  on  the  second  day  of  the  said  assembly,  in  the  presence  of  the 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  declared  how  the  day  before  generally  they  under* 
stood  the  cause  of  this  their  assembly,  and  now  more  particularly  should  under- 
lie pope  stand  the  same ;  especially  how  that  the  king  understood  that  the  pone  (for 
toanid    tne  homace  which  l"ng  J,mn  made  to  the  see  of  Rome  for  the  realms  of 
forThe"1*  England  and  Ireland,  and  for  the  tribute  by  him  granted)  meant,  by  process,  to 

king  by  cite  the  king  to  Rome,  to  answer  thereto ;  wherein  the  king  required  their 
uroce»s.      j  •  —I..*  I  i       i.-  .      j„  :e  L  .u:  ..  t-u„ 


advices,  what  were  best  for  him  to  do,  if  any  such  thing  were  attempted.  The 
bishops,  by  themselves,  required  a  respite  of  answer,  until  the  next  day.  So 
did  the  lords  and  commons  every  one  of  them  by  themselves. 

The  next  day  the  whole  estates  re-assembled  together,  and  by  common 
could  not  consent  enacted  in  effect  as  follows,  viz.,  That  forasmuch  as  neither  king  John, 
without  '  nor  any  other  king,  could  bring  his  realm  and  people  into  such  thraldom  and 
consent  subjection,  but  by  common  aasent  of  parliament,  the  which  was  not  done,1  and, 
ni<  nY'bc-  therefore,  because  what  he  did  was  done  against  his  oath  at  his  coronation 
come'tri-  (beside  many  other  causes) ;  if,  therefore,  the  pope  should  attempt  any  thing 
tmtary  to  agam8t  the  king,  by  process  or  indeed  other  matter,  the  king,  with  all  bit 
>«  P°P«-  gubjectat  should,  with  all  their  force  and  power,  resist  the  same. 
a  treed  Here,  moreover,  is  not  to  be  omitted,  how,  in  the  said  present  parliament,  the 
that  the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  on  the  one  side,  and  the  friars  of  the  four 
»h"uld  orders  mendicant  in  the  said  universities  on  the  other  side,  made  longcom  plaints 
mist  the  the  one  against  the  other  to  the  king  in  parliament,  and  in  the  end  submitted 
p°pc-      themselves  to  the  king  s  order.' 

Brawl  be-  After  this  the  king,  upon  full  digesting  of  the  whole  matter,  by  assent  of 
foiTor1116  Paruament»  took  on*er »  that  as  well  the  chancellor  and  scholars,  as  the  friars 
cier»  of  of  those  orders  in  the  said  universities,  should,  in  all  graces  and  other  school 
friars  and  exercises,  use  each  other  in  friendly  wise,  without  any  rumour  as  before,  and 
u!fiver«i.  t*1811  none  o{  tnose  oraer»  should  receive  any  scholars  into  their  said  orders, 
tii-s.       neing  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Friart  That  the  said  friars  shall  take  no  advantage,  nor  procure  bulls,  or  other 
the  kin t0  Proce9S  n"om  R°me»  against  the  said  universities,  or  proceed  therein ;  and  that 
in  ail  their  the  king  have  power  to  redress  all  controversies  between  them  from  thenceforth; 
controver-  and  the  offenders  to  be  punished  at  the  pleasure  of  the  king,  and  of  the 
council.4 

Notes  of  the  Fiftieth  Year  of  King  Edward  III. 

Airainit  In  process  of  the  aforesaid  acts  and  rolls,  it  followeth  more,  that  in  the  fiftieth 
the  u»ur-  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.,  a.d.  1376,*  another  great  parliament  was 
The1  pope.  assembled  at  Westminster  the  twenty-fourth  of  April :  where,  Sir  John  Knyvet 
The  '  being  lord  chancellor  of  England,  a  certain  lone  bill  was  put  up  against  the 
cause  of  usurpations  of  the  pope,  as  being  the  cause  of  all  the  plagues,  murrains,  famine, 
mischief*  an(i  pVcrty  Gf  the  realm,  so  that  thereby  was  not  left  of  persons,  or  other  com- 
land:      modity  within  the  realm,  the  third  that  lately  was. 

Treasure  II.  That  the  taxes  paid  to  the  pope  of  Rome  for  ecclesiastical  dignities,  do 
of  the  amount  to  fivefold  as  much  as  the  tax  of  all  profits  which  appertain  to  the 
"  yed00"'  king,  by  the  year,  of  his  whole  realm  ;  and  that  for  some  one  bishopric  or  other 
•way.  dignity,  the  pope,  by  way  of  translation  and  death,  hath  three,  four,  or  five 
several  taxes.8 

III.  That  the  brokers  of  that  sinful  city  for  money  promote  many  caitiffs, 
being  altogether  unlearned  and  unworthy,  to  a  thousand  marks  living  by  year, 
where  the  learned  and  worthy  can  hardly  obtain  twenty  marks,  whereby  learn- 
ing decayeth. 

IV.  That  aliens,  enemies  to  this  land,  who  never  saw  nor  care  to  see  their 
parishioners,  have  those  livings,  whereby  they  despise  God's  service,  and  convey 
away  the  treasure,  and  are  worse  than  Jews  or  Saracens. 

(I)  Ex  an.  Reg.  Ed.  40.  tit.  7.  videlicet.  (I)  Tit  8.        (S)  Tit.  10.      (4)  Tit  IS. 

(4)  Ex  Archivls  Regto  Majestatis,  an.  50.  Reg.  Ed.  tit.  94.        (6)  Tit  97. 
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V.  Also,  it  was  put  up  in  the  said  bill  to  be  considered,  that  the  laws  of  the 
church  would  have  such  livings  to  be  bestowed  for  charity  only,  without  praying  1,1 
or  paying. 


would  that  livings  given  of  devotion  should  be  bestowed  in  1370, 
hospitality.   

VII.  That  God  had  committed  his  sheep  to  the  pope,  to  be  pastured,  and  not 
shorn  or  shaven. 

VIII.  That  lay  patrons,  perceiving  the  covetousness  and  simony  of  the  pope, 
do  thereby  learn  to  sell  then*  benefices  unto  beasts,  none  otherwise  than  Christ 
was  sold  to  the  Jews.1 

IX.  That  there  is  no  prince  in  Christendom  so  rich,  that  hath  the  fourth  part 
of  so  much  treasure  as  the  pope  hath  out  of  this  realm  for  churches,  most  sin- 
fully.'  wh" 


X.  Over  and  besides  in  the  said  bill,  repeating  again  the  tender  zeal  for  the  nere 
honour  of  the  church,  were  declared  and  particularly  named,  all  the  plagues  jjj^j08* 
which  have  justly  fallen  upon  this  realm,  for  suffering  the  same  church  to  be  so 
defaced,  with  declaration  that  it  will  daily  increase  without  redress. 

XI.  Whereupon  with  much  persuasion  this  was  desired,  to  help  to  re-edify  Reforma- 
the  same  ;  and  the  rather,  for  that  this  was  the  year  of  jubilee,  the  fiftieth  year  *J°J>  ot 
of  the  king's  reign,  the  year  of  joy  and  gladness,  than  which  there  could  be  no  cnureh0f 
greater.'  England 

XII.  The  means  how  to  begin  this  was  to  write  two  letters  to  the  pope  :  the  ,n 
one  in  Latin,  under  the  king's  seal,  the  other  in  French,  under  the  seals  of  the  mcnt. 
nobles,  importing  their  particularities,  and  requiring  redress ;  of  the  which 

letter  of  the  lords  the  effect  may  be  seen  in  a  like  letter  mentioned  before, 
page  689. 

XIII.  And  for  a  further  accomplishment  hereof,  the  means  were,  to  enact  that  Acu 

no  money  should  be  carried  forth  from  the  realm  by  letter  of  Lombardv  or  ""JjLjJ 
otherwise,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  and  imprisonment,  and  to  enact  the  articles  {,0°teO,Hy 
hereafter  ensuing.4  trann- 

XIV.  The  king  hath  heretofore  by  statute  provided  sufficient  remedy,  and  P°rtcd- 
otherwise  pursueth  the  same  with  the  holy  father  the  pope,  and  so  mindeth  to 

do  from  time  to  time,  until  he  hath  obtained,  as  well  for  the  matters  before,  as 
for  the  articles  ensuing,  being  in  a  manner  all  one. 

XV.  Tliat  the  pope's  collector  and  other  strangers  the  king's  enemies,  and  only 
lieger  spies  for  English  dignities  and  disclosing  of  the  secrets  of  the  realm,  may 
be  touched.' 

XVI.  That  the  same  collector,  being  also  receiver  of  the  pope's  pence,  keepeth  The 

a  house  in  London,  with  clerks  and  officers  thereto,  as  it  were  one  of  the  king's  JJj^J 
solemn  courts,  transporting  yearly  to  the  pope  twenty  thousand  marks,  and  tion.what 
most  commonly  more.4  11  cometh 

XVII.  That  cardinals,  and  other  aliens  remaining  at  Rome,  whereof  one  car-  ^ 
dinal  is  dean  of  York,  another  of  Salisbury,  another  of  Lincoln,  another  arch-  di^ilTci 
deacon  of  Canterbury',  another  archdeacon  of  Durham,  another  archdeacon  of  in  Eng- 
Suffolk,  another  archdeacon  of  York,  another  prebendary  of  Thame  and  Nas-  u\"dciJaJ_ 
sington,  another  prebendary  of  Bucks  in  the  church  of  York,  have  divers  of  the  naU. 
best  dignities  of  England,  and  have  sent  over  to  them  yearly  twenty  thousand 
marks,  over  and  above  that  which  English  brokers  lying  here  have.7 

XVIII.  That  the  pope  (to  ransom  the  Frenchmen,  the  king's  enemies,  who  The  pope 
defend  Lombardv  from  him)  doth  always  at  his  pleasure  levy  a  subsidy  of  the  Jg^J™- 
whole  clergy  of  England.1  1  kin^i 

XIX.  That  the  pope,  for  more  gain,  maketh  sundry  translations  of  all  the  enemiet 
bishoprics,  and  other  dignities  within  the  realm.*  SB* 

XX.  That  the  pope's  collector  hath  this  year  taken  to  his  use  the  first  fruits  money 
of  all  benefices,  by  collation  or  provision. 

XXI.  To  renew  all  the  statutes  against  proviso rs  from  Rome,  since  the  pope  The  law. 
reserveth  all  the  benefices  of  the  world  for  his  own  proper  gift,  and  hath  this  ^[[^ 
year  created  twelve  new  cardinals,  so  that  now  there  are  thirty,  where  were  renewed, 
wont  to  be  but  twelve ;  and  all  those  cardinals,  except  two  or  three,  are  the 
king's  enemies. 

XXII.  That  the  pope,  in  time,  will  give  the  temporal  manors 


(1)  Tit.  99.  (2)  Tit.  100.  (S)  Tit.  111.  (4)  Tit.  103.  (S)  Tit.  104. 
(6)  Tit.  105.        (7)  Tit.  106.         (8)  Tit.  107.         (9)  Tit.  108. 
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Edward  to  the  king's  enemies,  since  he  so  daily  usurpeth  upon  the  realm,  and  the 
IU-     king's  regalities.1 

A  U       XXIII.  That  all  houses  and  corporations  of  religion,  which,  unto  the  king's 
1370.   rc,£"  now»  nad        elcction  of  heads,  the  pope  hath  encroached  the  same  to 
_!  1_  himself. 

Knpiish       XXIV.  That  in  all  legacies  from  the  pope  whatsoever,  the  English  clergy 
""'"nh     hear  *Me  charge  of  the  legates,  and  all  for  the  goodness  of  our  money.' 
the  pope's     A  XV.  And  so  it  appeareth,  that  if  the  money  of  the  realm  were  as  plentiful 
le«aciet.   as  ever  it  was,  the  collectors  aforesaid,  with  the  proctors  of  cardinals,  would  soon 

convey  the  same  away.' 
The  XXVI.  For  remedy  hereof  it  may  be  provided,  That  no  such  collector  or  proc- 

MMflj  tor  do  remain  in  England,  on  pain  of  life  and  member ;  and  that  no  Englishman, 
Itriven01  on  n^e  pain,  become  any  such  collector  or  proctor,  or  remain  at  Rome.* 
outoftbe  XXVII.  For  better  information  hereof,  and  namely  touching  the  pope's  col- 
rcaJm.  lector,  for  that  the  whole  clergy  being  obedient  unto  him,  dare  not  displease  him  : 
T,j£..s  it  were  good  that  Sir  John  Strensale,  parson  of  SL  Botolph's  in  Holbora,  may  be 
collector  sent  to  come  before  the  lords  and  commons  of  this  parliament ;  who,  being 
examin-  8traitly  charged,  can  deolare  much  more,  for  that  he  served  the  same  collector 

in  his  house  five  years. 

EiiRiuh-     And  thus  much  of  this  bill,  touching  the  pope's  matters ;  whereby 
d  it  may  appear  not  to  be  for  nought  what  hath  been  of  us  reported  by 
the  Italians  and  other  strangers,  who  used  to  call  Englishmen  good 
asses  :  for  they  bear  all  burdens  that  be  laid  upon  them. 

Certain  other  Notes  of  Parliament. 

Item,  In  the  said  parliament  it  was  provided  also,  that  such  order  as  is  made 
in  London  against  the  horrible  vice  of  usury,  may  be  observed  throughout  the 
utury-     whole  realm.* 

Ojjjj.  The  commons  of  the  diocese  of  York  complain  of  the  outrageous  taking  of  the 
plaint »-  bishop  and  his  clerks,  for  admission  of  priests  to  their  benefices. 
fifs'h*1  lof  ^°  t'iese  rcconls  of  the  parliament  above  prefixed,  of  the  fiftieth  year  of  this 
VorVPantl  l"ng  Edward,  we  will  adjoin  also  other  notes  collected  out  of  the  parliament  in 
■li  oin-  the  year  next  following,  which  was  the  fifty-first  year  of  this  king's  reign,  and 
their  ex-  ^e  *  °f  ms  life,  a.d.  1377,9  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January  :  although  in 
ccusive  the  printed  book  these  statutes  are  said  to  be  made  at  the  parliament  holden,  a» 
taking     above,  in  the  fiftieth  year :  which  is  much  mistaken,  and  ought  to  be  referred 


lor'a 


admit-  to  the  one  and  fiftieth  year,  as  by  the  records  of  the  said  year  manifestly  doth 
tiont.  appear.7 

The  effect  "»  t*iat  parliament,  the  bishop  of  St.  David's,  being  lord  chancellor,  made  a 
of  the  long  oration,  taking  his  theme  out  of  St.  Paul,  "  Libcntcr  suffertis  incipientes," 
&c. :  declaring  in  the  said  oration  many  things ;  as  first,  showing  the  ioyful  news 
of  the  old  king's  recovery ;  then,  declaring  the  love  of  God  toward  the  king  and 
realm,  in  chastising  him  with  sickness;  afterwords  showing  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  the  king  in  seeing  his  children's  children ;  then,  by  a  similitude  of  the 
head  and  members,  exhorting  the  people,  as  the  members  of  one  body,  to  conform 
themselves  unto  the  goodness  of  the  head ;  lasdy,  he  tumed  his  matter  to  the 
lords  and  the  rest,  declaring  the  cause  of  that  assembly  :  that  forasmuch  as  the 
French  king  had  allied  himself  with  the  Spaniards  and  Scots,  the  king's  enemies, 
who  had  prepared  great  powers,  conspiring  to  blot  out  the  English  tongue  and 
name,  the  king,  therefore,  was  willing  to  have  therein  their  faithful  counsel. 

This  being  declared  by  the  bishop,  Sir  Robert  Ashton,  the  king's  chamber- 
lain, declaring  that  he  was  to  move  them  on  the  part  of  the  king,  for  the  profit 
"hiefiy  of  the  realm  (the  which  words  perchance  lay  not  in  the  bishop's  mouth,  for  that 
it  touched  the  pope)  viz.,  by  protesting  first,  that  the  king  was  ready  to  do  all 
that  ought  to  be  done  for  the  pope ;  but,  because  divers  usurpations  were  done 
by  the  pope  to  the  king's  crown  and  realm,  as  by  particular  bills  in  this  parlia- 
ment should  be  showed,  he  required  of  them  to  seek  redress. 

In  this  present  parliament  petition  was  made  by  the  commons,  that  all 

(I)  Tit.  11».         (J)  Tit.  113.         (S)T1t.  IU.         (4)  Tit.  115.         (5)  Tit.  159. 
(fl)  Tit  171.   Ex  ArcbltU  Reg.  Rdw.  III.  reg.  a,  Ut.  M.  (7)  Anno  IS*  SI. 
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nrovisors  of  things  from  Rome,  and  from  their  ministers,  should  be  out  of  the  Edward 
king's  protection ;  whereunto  the  king  answered,  that  the  pope  had  promised    11 L 
redress,  which  if  he  did  not  give,  the  laws  then  should  stand.*  A  ^ 

It  was  also  in  that  parliament  required,  that  every  person, of  what  sex  soever,  \^jq 

being  professed  of  any  religion,  continuing  the  habit  for  fifteen  years,  may,   — 

upon  the  trial  of  the  same  in  any  of  the  king's  courts,  be  in  law  utterly  fore-  ^*in*t. 
barred  of  all  inheritance,  albeit  he  have  dispensation  from  the  pope ;  against  j,,*^*^ " 
which  dispensation,  is  the  chief  grudge,    whereunto  the  king  and  the  lords  »ion» 
answered,  saying,  that  they  would  provide.* 

Item,  In  the  said  parliament  was  propounded,  that  the  statute  of  provisors  v„  (  M>. 
made  at  any  time  may  be  executed,  and  that  remedy  may  be  had  against  such' the  nn|*'» 
cardinals  as,  within  the  provinces  of  Canterbury  and  York,  have  purchased  ^^n** 
reservations,  with  the  clause  of  1  Anteferri '  to  the  value  of  twenty  or  thirty  B°n*nU 
thousand  scutes  of  gold  against  the  pope's  collector ;  who  was  wont  to  be  an  •  Ante- 
Englishman,  and  is  now  a  mere  Frenchman,  residing  at  London,  and  who  con-  fcrri.'that 
veyeth  yearly  to  the  pope  twenty  thousand  marks,  or  twenty  thousand  pounds ;  munl'n; 
and  who,  this  year,  gathereth  the  first  fruits  whatsoever :  alleging  the  means  u  meant 
to  meet  these  reservations  and  novelties,  to  be  to  command  all  strangers  to  jJjJUJ^, 
depart  the  realm  during  the  wars ;  and  that  no  Englishman  become  their  above 
farmer,  or  send  to  them  any  money  without  a  special  license,  on  pain  to  be  out  »»•  king, 
of  the  king's  protection.    Whereunto  was  answered  by  the  king,  that  the 
statutes  and  ordinances,  for  that  purpose  made,  should  be  observed.* 

In  these  rolls  and  records  of  sucn  parliament  as  were  in  this  king's  time  The 
continued,  divers  other  things  are  to  be  noted  very  worthy  to  be  marked,  and 
not  to  be  suppressed  in  silence ;  wherein  the  reader  may  learn  and  understand  •  ,>r.-,.. 
that  the  state  of  the  king's  jurisdiction  here  within  this  realm,  was  not  straitened  eminlre, 
in  those  days  (although  the  pope  then  seemed  to  be  in  his  chief  ruff*)  as  idler-  JJJJfjL 
wards,  in  other  kings'  days,  was  seen ;  as  may  appear  in  the  parliament  of  the  corruptly 
fifteenth  year  of  tlus  king  Edward  III.,  and  in  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  "jJJ^Jjf" 
said  parliament :  where  it  is  to  be  read,  that  the  king's  officers  and  temporal 


justices  did  then  both  punish  usurers,  and  impeach  the  officers  of  the  church  »>y  the 
for  briber)',  and  for  taking  money  for  temporal  pain,  probate  of  wills,  solemnity 
of  marriage,  Sec. ;  all  the  pretensed  liberties  of  the  popish  church  to  the  contrary  menD*0} 
notwithstanding.4  the  clergy 

Furthermore,  in  the  parliament  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  it  appeareth,  that  {"mht"  . 
the  liberties  of  the  clergy,  and  their  exemptions  in  claiming  the  deliverance  of  men  * 
men  by  their  book  under  the  name  of  clerks,  stood  then  in  little  force,  as  hanAs. 
appeared  by  one  Hawktine  Honby,  knight ;  who,  for  imprisoning  one  of  the  Jjjfii  |0 
king's  subjects  till  he  made  fine  of  twenty  pounds,  was  on  tnat  account  executed,  temporal0 
notwithstanding  the  liberty  of  the  clergy,  which  by  bis  book  would  have  saved  i»w. 
him,  but  could )  not    The  like  also  appeared  by  judgment  given  against  a 
priest  at  Nottingham,  for  killing  his  master.    And  likewise  by  hanging  certain 
monks  of  Combe.* 

Item,  In  the  parliament  of  the  fifteenth  year,  by  the  apprehending  of  John  The  ar- 
Stratford,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  his  arraignment;  concerning  which  r*J,*""of 
his  arraignment  all  things  were  committed  to  Sir  William  of  Kildisby.'  thTarch- 

bishop  of 

Besides  these  truths  and  notes  of  the  kings  parliaments,  wherein  g«*"- 
may  appear  the  toward  proceedings  of  this  king  and  all  his  commons  ury' 
against  the  pretended  church  of  Rome ;  this  is,  moreover,  to  be 
added  to  the  commendation  of  the  king,  how  in  the  volumes  of  the 
Acts  and  Rolls  of  the  king  it  appeareth,  that  the  said  king  Edward  III. 
sent  also  John  WicklitT,  reader  then  of  divinity  lectures  in  Oxford,  John 
with  certain  other  lords  and  ambassadors,  *to  the  duke  of  Milan,  to  mi  with 
entreat  a  marriage  between  his  daughter  and  Leonel,  king  Edward's  j^bs? 
son,  and  also*'  into  the  parts  of  Italy,  to  treat  with  the  pope's  »*<i"r». 
•legates  concerning  affairs  betwixt  the  king  and  the  pope,  with  full 
commission  :  the  tenor  whereof,  here  followeth  expressed.* 

0)  An.  reg.  51.  tit.  55.  (2)  Tit.  62.  (3)  Tit.  78. 

(4)  Ex  A'  tis  Parliament!  In  an.  15.  Keg.  Edw.  HI.  tit.  24.     (5)  Ex  Pari  lam.  an.  28.  Edw.  HI. 

(6)  Ibid.  tit.  49.  (7)  Edition  I570.-E*. 

(?)  "  Hex  univerti*,  ad  quorum  notitiam  preterites  liter*  pcrvencrint,"  ftc. 
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The  King^s  Letter  authorizing  John  Wickliff  and  others  to  treat 
A.  D.  with  the  Pope's  Legates. 

1371.  r  6 

  The  king,  to  all  and  singular  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye,  that  we,  reposing  assured  confidence  in  the  fidelity  and  wisdom  of  the 
reverend  father,  John,  bishop  of  Bangor,  and  other  our  loving  and  faithful 
subjects,  Mr.  John  Wickliff,  reader  of  the  divinity  lecture,  Mr.  John  Guntur, 
dean  of  Segobycn,  and  Mr.  Simon  Moulton,  doctor  of  law,  Sir  William  Burton, 
knight,  Mr.  John  Belknape,  and  Mr.  John  Honnington,  have  directed  them  as 
our  ambassadors  and  special  commissioners  to  the  parts  beyond  the  seas  : 
giving  to  the  paid  our  ambassadors  and  commissioners,  to  five  or  six  of  them, 
of  whom  I  will  that  the  said  bishop  shall  be  one,  full  power  and  authority,  with 
commandment  special,  to  treat  and  consult  mildly  and  charitably  with  the 
legates  and  ambassadors  of  the  lord  pope,  touching  certain  affairs,  whereupon,  of 
late,  we  Bent  heretofore  the  said  bishop,  and  William  Ughtred,  monk  of  Durham, 
and  Master  John  Shepy,  to  the  see  apostolical :  and  hereof  to  make  full  relation 
of  all  things  done  and  passed  in  the  said  assembly,  that  all  such  things  which 
may  tend  to  the  honour  of  holy  church  and  the  advancement  of  our  crown  and 
this  our  realm,  may,  by  the  assistance  of  God  and  wisdom  of  the  see  apostolical, 
be  brought  to  good  effect,  and  accomplished  accordingly.  Witness  ourselves, 
&c.  at  London,  dated  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of 
our  reign. 

By  the  which  it  is  to  be  noted,  what  good  will  the  king  then 
bare  to  the  said  Wickliff,  and  what  small  regard  he  had  to  the 
sinful  see  of  Rome. 

Of  which  John  Wickliff,  because  we  are  now  approached  to  his 
time,  it  rcmaineth  consequently  for  our  story  to  treat,  so  as  we  have 
heretofore  done  of  other  like  valiant  soldiers  of  Christ's  church 
before  him. 

Cfje  Scorn  of  3ofjn  mm.1 


*  Although8  it  is  manifest  and  evident  enough,  that  there 
divers  and  sundry  before  WickliffV  time,  who  have  wrestled  and 
laboured  in  the  same  cause  and  quarrel  that  our  countryman  Wickliff 


(1)  Latin  Edition  1559,  p.  1.  Ed.  1563,  p.  85.  Ed.  1570,  p.  525.  Ed.  1576,  p.  420.  Ed.  1583, 
p.  414.    Ed.  1596,  p.  390.    Ed.  1684,  vol.  i.  p.  483. 

(2)  This  passage,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  word*  from  later  Editions,  it  the  opening  of  the 
History  of  John  Wickliff,  in  the  edition  of  1563,  p.  85 ;  and  forma  the  commencement  of  the  Latin 
ediUon  of  Foxe.  entitled  "  Re  rum  in  Eccleaia  gestarum,  qua:  postremis  et  periculosis  his  tempori- 
bus  evenerunt,"  &c. ;  published  at  Basle,  in  1559.  Perfect  copies  of  the  first  English  edition  of 
Foxe  are  very  scarce ;  it  contains  however  many  Taluable  and  interesting  details,  suppressed  or 
omitted  in  all  succeeding  editions ;  these  are  now  carefully  restored  to  their  proper  placet,  and 
materially  enhance  the  value  of  the  present  work.— En. 

(3)  In  the  last  tlx  hundred  years  of  which  our  author  has  treated,  then  Is  but  little  to  cheer  the 
mind  in  contemplating  the  progress  of  Christianity.  The  very  name  of  religion  must  too  often  havo 
been  associated  with  the  extortion  of  the  legates  of  the  Romish  see ;  the  worship  of  God  with  the 
empty  show  of  the  popish  service ;  and  the  ecclesiastical  orders  themselves,  with  impurity,  hypocrisy, 
and  deception.  Nor  Is  this  a  singular  or  prejudiced  view  of  this  interesting  subject,  but  rather  the 
result  of  the  calm  and  deliberate  inquiries  of  our  most  able  historians.  It  pleased  God,  however, 
that  upon  this  state  of  spiritual  and  moral  darkness,  the  light  of  the  Reformation  should  begin  to 
dawn.  Some  bold  and  thinking  men,  amongst  whom  Wickliff  stood  so  pre-eminent,  began  to  grow 
weary  of  the  yoke  of  the  Romish  church,  and  to  discern  the  falsehoods  of  her  creed,  and  the  cor 
ruptions  of  her  church  government.   This  John  Wickliff,  to  whose  interesting  timet  we  are  now 


a.d.  1334,  at  a  small  village  near  Richmond,  in  Yorkshire,  named  Wye- 

reign 


his  residence  at  Oxford  commenced  in  1340,  and  hi*  theological  lectures  in  1371,  in  the  i 
of  Edward  III.  In  reference  to  the  rise  and  spread  of  the  doctrines  of  this  Champion  of  the  Truth, 
an  extract  from  the  learned  Fuller  is  subjoined :— "  The  Romanists  observe,  that  several  advan- 
tages concurred  to  the  speedy  propagation  of  WicklitTs  opinions;  as,  namely,  the  deerepid  age  of 
Edward  the  Third ;  the  infancy  of  Richard,  his  successor,  being  but  a  child,  as  his  grandfather  was 
twice  a  child,  so  that  the  reins  of  authority  were  let  loose.  Secondly,  the  attractive  nature  of 
novelty  drawing  followers  unto  it.  Thirdly,  the  enmity  which  John  of  Gaunt  bore  unto  the  clergy, 
which  made  him,  out  of  opposition,  to  favour  the  doctrine  and  person  of  Wickliff.  Lastly,  the 
envy  which  the  pope  had  contracted  by  his  exactions  and  collections  of  ecclesiastical  benefices. 
We  deny  not  these  helps  were  Instruroen tally  active  in  their  several  degrees,  but  must  attribute 
the  main  to  divine  providence  blessing  the  gospel,  and  to  the  nature  of  truth  itself,  which,  though 
for  a  time  violently  suppressed,  will  seasonably  make  its  own  free  and  clear  passage  into  tho 
worlds-Fuller-.  Church  llistory,  Book  IV.-Ed. 
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hath  done,  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  hath,  from  time  to  time,  raised  B*»m4 

and  stirred  up  in  the  church  of  God,  to  work  against  the  bishop  of  1_ 

Rome,  to  weaken  the  superstition  of  the  friars,  and  to  vanquish  and  A.J), 
overthrow  the  great  errors  which  daily  did  grow  and  prevail  in  the  [HI; 
world ;  amongst  whom,  in  the  monuments  of  histories,  are  remem- 
bered, Berengarius,  in  the  time  of  the  emperor  Henry  III.,  a.d.  1051 ; 
and  John  Scotus,  who  took  away  the  verity  of  the  body  and 
blood  from  the  sacrament ;  Bruno  of  An jou,  Okleus  II.,.  Walden, 
Marsilius  of  Padua,  John  of  Ganduno,  Ocham,  with  divers  others 
of  that  sect  or  school : 1  yet  forasmuch  as  they  arc  not  many  in 
number,  neither  yet  very  famous  or  notable,  following  the  course  of 
years,  we  will  begin  the  narration  of  this  our  history  with  the  story 
and  tractation  of  John  Wickliff ;  in  whose  time  the  furious  fire  of 
persecution  seemed  to  take  its  first  original  and  beginning.  After 
all  these  then,  heretofore  rehearsed,  through  God's  providence, 
stepped  forth  into  the  arena,2  the  valiant  champion  of  the  truth, 
John  Wickliff;*  whom  the  Lord,  with  the  like  zeal  and  power  of 
spirit,  raised  up  here  in  England,  to  detect  more  fully  and  amply 
tne  poison  of  the  pope's  doctrine,  and  the  false  religion  set  up  by  the 
friars.     In  whose  opinions  and  assertions,  albeit  some  blemishes 
perhaps  may  be  noted ;  yet  such  blemishes  they  be,  which  rather 
declare  him  to  be  a  man  that  might  err,  than  who  directly  did 
fight  against  Christ  our  Saviour,  as  tne  pope's  proceedings,  and  those 
of  the  friars,  did.    And  what  doctor  or  learned  man  hath  been  from  The  we- 
the  prime  age  of  the  church  so  perfect,  so  absolutely  sure,  in  whom  ofwwt- 
no  opinion  hath  sometime  swerved  awry  ?  and  yet  be  the  said  articles  JJJ  m*de 
of  his  neither  in  number  so  many,  nor  yet  so  gross  in  themselves  and  than  they 
so  cardinal,  as  those  cardinal  enemies  of  Christ,  perchance,  do  give  *** 
them  out  to  be ;  if  his  books  which  they  abolished,  were  remaining 
to  be  conferred  with  those  blemishes  which  they  have  wrested  to  the 
worst,  as  evil  will  never  said  the  best. 

This  is  certain  and  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  he,  being  the  public 
reader  of  divinity  in  the  university  of  Oxford,  was,  for  the  rude  time 
wherein  he  lived,  famously  reputed  for  a  famous  divine,  a  deep 
schoolman,  and  no  less  expert  in  all  kinds  of  philosophy ;  the  which 
doth  not  only  appear  by  his  own  most  famous  and  learn  oil  writings 
and  monuments,  but  also  by  the  confession  of  Walden,  his  most  The  tea- 
cruel  and  bitter  enemy,  who,  in  a  certain  epistle  written  unto  pope  viSSnf 
Martin  V.,  saith,  "That  he  was  wonderfully  astonished  at  his  most  *"  e"e- 
strong  arguments,  with  the  places  of  authority  which  he  had  gathered,  «.mmen- 
with  the  vehemency  and  force  of  his  reasons,"  &c.    And  thus  much  wickiitr. 
out  of  Walden.    It  appearcth  by  such  as  have  observed  the  order 
and  course  of  times,  that  this  Wickliff  flourished  a.d.  1871,  The t me 
Edward  III.  reigning  in  England;  for  thus  we  do  find  in  the  Si?1" 
Chronicles  of  Caxton  :  "In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1371,"  saith  he,  'Uhed- 
u  Edward  III.,  king  of  England,  in  his  parliament  was  against  the 
pope's  clergy :  he  willingly  hearkened  and  gave  ear  to  the  voices  and 
tales  of  heretics,  with  certain  of  his  council,  conceiving  and  following 
sinister  opinions  against  the  clergy ;  wherefore,  afterwards,  he  tasted 

(1)  "  Divert  others : "  Robert  Groithead,  bithop  of  Lincoln;  Annachanns,  archbiihop  of 
Armagh ;  Nicholas  Orem ;  the  author  of  the  Ploughman'*  Complaint,  and  other*.  See  aUo  p.  711 ; 
and  the  beginning  of  Book  V.  p.  727.— Ed. 

(2)  "  In  arc  nam  protilllt,"  in  the  Latin  edition  only,  p.  I.— En. 
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F.d»*rd  and  suffered  mueh  adversity  and  trouble.   And  not  long  after,  in  the 

 L_  year  of  our  Lord,"  saith  he,  "  1872,  he  wrote  unto  the  bishop  of 

A-  D.  Rome,  that  he  should  not  by  any  means  intermeddle  any  more  within 
1372^  his  kingdom,  as  touching  the  reservation  or  distribution  of  benefices ; 
and  that  all  sueh  bishops  as  were  under  his  dominion  should  enjoy 
their  former  and  ancient  liberty,  and  be  confirmed  of  their  metro- 
politans, as  hath  been  accustomed  in  times  past,""  &c.  Thus  much 
writeth  Caxton.  But,  as  touching  the  just  number  of  the  year  and 
time,  wc  will  not  be  very  curious  or  careful  about  it  at  present :  this 
■ic-  is  out  of  all  doubt,  that  at  what  time  all  the  world  was  in  most 
?Wk£  desperate  and  vile  estate,  and  that  the  lamentable  ignorance  and 
lhfttiiDc  darkness  of  God's  truth  had  overshadowed  the  whole  earth,  this  man 
stepped  forth  like  a  valiant  champion,  unto  whom  that  may  justly  be 
applied  whieh  is  spoken  in  the  book  called  Eeclesiasticus,  of  one 
Simon,  the  son  of  Onias :  11  Even  as  the  morning  star  being  in  the 
midst  of  a  cloud,  and  as  the  moon  being  full  in  her  course,  and  as 
the  bright  beams  of  the  sun ;  so  doth  he  shine  and  glister  in  the 
temple  and  church  of  God  "  [chap.  1.  v.  6.] 

1  hus  doth  Almighty  God  continually  succour  and  help,  when  all 
things  are  in  despair :  being  always,  according  to  the  prophecv  of 
the  Psalm  [Ps.  Ix.  v.  9.],  "  a  helper  in  time  of  need  ; "  which  thing 
never  more  plainly  appeared,  than  in  these  latter  days  and  extreme 
age  of  the  church,  when  the  whole  state  and  condition,  not  only  of 
worldly  things,  but  also  of  religion,  was  so  depraved  and  corrupted  : 
that,  like  the  disease  named  lethargy  amongst  the  physicians,  even  so 
the  state  of  religion  amongst  the  divines,  was  past  all  mans  help  and 
remedy.  The  name  only  of  Christ  remained  amongst  Christians,  but 
his  true  and  lively  doctrine  was  as  far  unknown  to  the  most  part,  as 
his  name  was  common  to  all  men.  As  touching  faith,  consolation, 
the  end  and  use  of  the  law,  the  office  of  Christ,  our  impotency  and 
weakness,  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  greatness  and  strength  of  sip,  true 
works,  grace  and  free  justification  by  faith,  the  liberty  of  a  christian 
man,  wherein  consisteth  and  resteth  the  whole  sum  and  matter  of  our 
profession,  there  was  almost  no  mention,  nor  any  word  spoken.  Scrip- 
ture, learning,  and  divinity,  were  known  but  to  a  few,  and  that  in  the 
schools  only ;  and  there  also  they  turned  and  converted  almost  all  into 
sophistry.  Instead  of  Peter  and  Paul,  men  occupied  their  time  in 
studying  Aquinas  and  Scotus,  and  the  Master  of  Sentences.  The 
world,  leaving  and  forsaking  the  lively  power  of  God's  spiritual  word 
and  doctrine,  was  altogether  led  and  blinded  with  outward  ceremonies 
and  human  traditions,  wherein  the  whole  scope,  in  a  manner,  of  all 
christian  perfection,  did  consist  and  depend.  In  these  was  all  the 
hope  of  obtaining  salvation  fully  fixed ;  hereunto  all  tilings  were 
attributed ;  insomuch  that  scarcely  any  other  thing  was  seen  in  the 
temples  or  churches,  taught  or  spoken  of  in  sermons,  or  finally 
intended  or  gone  about  in  their  whole  life,  but  only  heaping  up  of 
certain  shadowy  ceremonies  upon  ceremonies;  neither  was  there  any 
end  of  this  their  heaping. 

The  people  were  taught  to  worship  no  other  thing  but  that  which 
they  did  see;  and  did  see  almost  nothing  which  they  did  not 
worship. 

The  church,  being  degenerated  from  the  true  apostolic  institution 
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above  all  measure,  reserving  only  the  name  of  the  apostolic  church, 


but  far  from  the  truth  thereof  in  very  deed,  did  fall  into  all  kind  of — — 


extreme  tyranny  ;  whereas  the  poverty  and  simplicity  of  Christ  was  A.  I), 
changed  into  cruelty  and  abomination  of  life.    Instead  of  the  apo-  1372, 
stolic  gifts  and  continual  labours  and  travails,  slothfulness  and 
ambition  had  crept  in  amongst  the  priests.    Beside  all  this,  there 
arose  and  sprang  up  a  thousand  sorts  and  fashions  of  strange 
religions ;  being  only  the  root  and  well-head  of  all  superstition.  How 
great  abuses  and  depravations  were  crept  into  the  sacraments,  at  the 
time  they  were  compelled  to  worship  similitudes  and  signs  of  things 
for  the  very  things  themselves ;  and  to  adore  such  things  as  were  au  good 
instituted  and  ordained  only  for  memorials  !     Finally,  what  thing  Jj^"^ 
was  there  in  the  whole  state  of  christian  religion  so  sincere,  so  sound,  J^ftjj" 
and  so  pure,  which  was  not  defiled  and  spotted  with  some  kind  of  npntt- 
superstition  ?    Besides  this,  with  how  many  bonds  and  snares  of"00 
daily  new-fangled  ceremonies  were  the  silly  consciences  of  men, 
redeemed  by  Christ  to  liberty,  ensnared  and  snarled ;  insomuch  that 
there  could  be  no  great  difference  perceived  between  Christianity 
and  Jewishness,  save  only  the  name  of  Christ :  so  that  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Jews  might  seem  somewhat  more  tolerable  than 
ours  !    There  was  nothing  sought  for  out  of  the  true  fountains,  but 
out  of  the  dirty  puddles  of  the  Philistines ;  the  christian  people  were 
wholly  carried  away  as  it  were  by  the  nose,  with  mere  decrees  and 
constitutions  of  men,  even  whither  it  pleased  the  bishops  to  lead 
them,  and  not  as  Clu-isfs  will  did  direct  them.    All  the  whole  world 
was  filled  and  overwhelmed  with  error  and  darkness ;  and  no  great 
marvel :  for  why,  the  simple  and  unlearned  people,  being  far  from  all 
knowledge  of  the  holy  Scripture,  thought  it  quite  enough  for  them 
to  know  only  those  things  which  were  delivered  them  by  their  pastors 
and  shepherds,  and  they,  on  the  other  part,  taught  in  a  manner 
nothing  else  but  such  things  as  came  forth  of  the  court  of  Rome ; 
whereof  the  most  part  tended  to  the  profit  of  their  order,  more  than 
to  the  glory  of  Christ 

The  christian  faith  was  esteemed  or  accounted  none  other  thing 
then,  but  that  every  man  should  know  that  Christ  once  suffered ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  all  men  should  know  and  understand  that  thing  which 
the  devils  themselves  also  knew.    Hypocrisy  was  accounted  for 
wonderful  holiness.    All  men  were  so  addicted  unto  outward  shows, 
that  even  they  themselves,  who  professed  the  most  absolute  and 
singular  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  scarcely  did  understand  or  know 
any  other  thing.    And  this  did  evidently  appear,  not  only  in  the 
common  sort  of  doctors  and  teachers,  but  also  in  the  very  heads  and  The  cap- 
captains  of  the  church,  whose  whole  religion  and  holiness  consisted,  {he"*  °f 
in  a  manner,  in  the  observing  of  days,  meats,  and  garments,  and  such 
like  rhetorical  circumstances,  as  of  place,  time,  person,  &c.    Hereof  jj|  wjeU  *• 
sprang  so  many  sorts  and  fashions  of  vestures  and  garments ;  so  many  dor  sort, 
differences  of  colours  and  meats,  with  so  many  pilgrimages  to  several 
places,  as  though  St.  James  at  Compostclla1  could  do  that,  which 


(I)  "St.  Janus  at  Compostella."  Thii  refers  to  a  famous  but  mo*t  weaitscme  pilgrimage, 
much  esteemed  in  former  time*,  to  the  tomb  of  8t.  James  at  Compostella,  lii  the  province  of 
Gallkia  in  Spain.  The  distance  from  Rome  was  about  twelve  hundred  Lnglish  miles,  and  yet 
from  thence,  as  also  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  Europe,  have  millions  of  Christians,  to  their' 
r,  traversed  rocks  and  mouutains  to  visit  that  tomb.-See  Dr.  Michael  Gcddca' 
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Bdwyd  Christ  could  not  do  at  Canterbury ;  or  else  that  God  were  not  of 
11 '    like  power  and  strength  in  every  place,  or  could  not  be  found  but 
1372   ky  ^*m%  sought  for  by  running  gadding  hither  and  thither.  Thus 
the  holiness  of  the  whole  year  was  transported  and  put  off  unto  the 


p»ie*tine  Lent  season.    No  country  or  land  was  counted  holy,  but  only 
h^™rw  Palestine,  where  Christ  had  walked  himself  with  his  corporal  feet. 
wa"wng  ^ucn       tnc  blindness  of  that  time,  that  men  did  strive  and  fight 
there.     for  the  cross  at  Jerusalem,  as  it  had  been  for  the  chief  and  only  force 
and  strength  of  our  faith.    It  is  a  wonder  to  read  the  monuments 
of  the  former  times,  to  see  and  understand  what  great  troubles  and 
calamities  this  cross  hath  caused  almost  in  every  christian  common- 
wealth ;  for  the  Romish  champions  never  ceased,  by  writing,  admo- 
nishing, and  counselling,  yea,  and  by  quarrelling,  to  move  and  stir 
up  princes'1  minds  to  war  and  battle,  even  as  though  the  faith  and 
belief  of  the  gospel  were  of  small  force,  or  little  effect  without  that 
wooden  cross.    This  was  the  cause  of  the  expedition  of  the  most 
Kiehvd  noble  prince  king  Richard  unto  Jerusalem  ;  who  being  taken  in  the 
K^giwd.  same  journey,  and  delivered  unto  the  emperor,  could  scarcely  be 
ransomed  home  again  for  thirty  thousand  marks.    In  the  same 
Frederic,  enterprise  or  journey,  Frederic,  the  emperor  of  Rome,  a  man  of 


MroVof  mo8t  excellent  virtue,  was  drowned  in  a  certain  river  there,  a.  d.  1 1 79 ; 
^ome  and  also  Philip,  the  king  of  France,  scarcely  returned  home  again  in 
king  It  safety,  and  not  without  great  losses :  so  much  did  they  esteem  the 
Prance,   recovery  of  the  holy  city  and  cross. 

Upon  this  alone  all  men's  eyes,  minds,  and  devotions  were  so  set 
and  bent,  as  though  cither  there  were  no  other  cross  but  that,  or  that 
the  cross  of  Christ  were  in  no  other  place  but  only  at  Jerusalem. 
Such  was  the  blindness  and  superstition  of  those  days,  which  under- 
stood or  knew  nothing  but  such  things  as  were  outwardly  seen;  whereas 
the  profession  of  our  religion  standeth  in  much  other  higher  matters  and 
greater  mysteries.  What  was  the  cause  why  Urban  did  so  vex  and  tor- 
ment himself?  Because  Antioch,  with  the  holy  cross,  was  lost  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Christians ;  for  so  we  do  find  it  in  the  Chronicles, 
that  at  the  time  Jerusalem  with  king  Guido  and  the  cross  of  our 
Lord  was  taken,  and  under  the  power  of  the  sultan,  Urban  took  the 
matter  so  grievously,  that  for  very  sorrow  he  died.    In  his  place  suc- 
ceeded Lambert,  who  was  called  Gregory  VIII.,  by  whose  motion  it 
was  decreed  by  the  cardinals,  that  (setting  apart  all  riches  and  voluptu- 
ousness) "they  should  preach  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  by  their  poverty 
and  humility  first  of  all  should  take  the  cross  upon  them,  and  go  be- 
nw      fore  others  into  the  land  of  Jcrusalem.r,    These  are  the  words  of  the 
led £e  of  history ;  whereby  it  is  evident  unto  the  vigilant  reader,  unto  what 
JjEy1*1  grossness  the  true  knowledge  of  the  spiritual  doctrine  of  the  gospel 
expound-  had  degenerated  and  grown  in  those  days ;  how  great  blindness  and 
Soman"  darkness  were  in  those  days,  even  in  the  first  primacy  and  supremacy 
bu*      of  the  bishop  of  Rome :  as  though  the  outward  succession  of  Peter 
and  the  apostles  had  been  of  greater  force  and  effect  to  that  matter. 
What  doth  it  signify  in  what  place  Peter  did  rule  or  not  rule  ?  It 
is  much  more  to  be  regarded  that  every  man  should  labour  and  study 
with  all  his  endeavour  to  follow  the  life  and  confession  of  Peter ;  and 
that  man  seemeth  unto  me  to  be  the  true  successor  of  Peter  against 
whom  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail.    For  if  Peter  in  the  Gospel 
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do  bear  the  type  and  figure  of  the  christian  church  (as  all  men,  in  a 
manner,  do  affirm),  wliat  more  foolish  or  vain  thing  can  there  be,  than 
through  private  usurpation,  to  restrain  and  to  bind  that  unto  one  A.  D. 
man,  which,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Lord,  is  of  itself  free  and  open 
to  so  many  ? 

*  But 1  let  it  be  so  that  Peter  did  establish  his  chair  and  seat  at 
Rome,  and  admit  that  he  did  the  like  at  Antioch :  what  doth  this 
place  of  Peter  make,  or  help,  to  the  remission  of  sins,  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  Scriptures,  or  to  have  the  authority  or  keys  of  binding 
and  loosing  ?  Tne  which  things,  if  they  be  the  works  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  of  christian  frith,  and  not  of  the  place,  surely  very  foolishly 
do  we  then  refer  them  unto  the  sec  of  Rome ;  including,  and  hedg- 
ing them  in,  as  it  were,  within  certain  borders  and  limits,  as  though 
there  was  no  faith,  or  kthat  the  Holy  Ghost  had  no  operation  or 
power,  in  any  other  place  but  only  at  Rome.  What  doth  it  make 
matter,  where  Peter  served  the  Lord  ?  We  ought  rather  to  seek  and 
know  wherein  Peter  was  acceptable  unto  his  Lord,  or  wherefore  ? 
that  we  likewise,  with  all  our  whole  power  and  endeavour,  may  go 
about  by  the  same  means  and  way,  to  do  the  like. 

Wherefore  if  we  do  think  or  judge  that  Christ  had  given  unto 
Peter  any  singular  or  particular  privilege,  which  was  not  also  granted 
unto  the  residue  of  the  apostles,  more  for  any  private  affection  or  love 
of  the  man  (such  as  many  times  reigneth  amongst  us  now-a-days), 
wc  are  far  deceived.  But  if  that  he,  for  the  most  high,  divine,  and 
ready  confession,  which  not  he  alone,  but  for,  and  in  the  name  of 
them  all,  did  pronounce  and  express,  obtained  any  singular  privilege; 
then  he  who  doth  succeed  in  the  place  and  chair  of  Peter,  doth  not, 
by  and  by,  show  forth  Peter's  faith;  but  whosoever  doth  nearest 
follow  Peter  in  faith  (in  what  chair  or  see  soever  he  do  sit),  is  wor- 
thily to  be  counted  the  successor  of  Peter,  and  is  his  successor  in- 
deed; in  such  sort  and  wise  that  he  getteth  thereby  no  kind  of 
worldly  honour.  For  the  apostleship  is  an  office,  and  no  degree  of 
honour;  a  ministry  or  service,  and  no  mastership  or  rule;  for  as 
amongst  the  apostles  themselves  there  was  no  pre-eminence  of  place 
or  dignity,  but  that  they  altogether,  with  one  mind,  spirit,  and  accord, 
went  about  and  did  the  work  of  their  Master,  and  not  their  own 
business,  so  he  who  was  the  least  amongst  them  was  most  set  by, 
before  Christ  their  witness.8  Whereby  their  succession  deserved 
praise  before  God,  but  neither  dignity  nor  promotion  in  the  world. 
For,  as  Polycarp  answered  very  well  in  Eusebius,  unto  the  under- 
consul,  "  How  doth  the  profession  of  them  (said  he,)  who  have 
forsaken  all  things  for  Christ's  sake,  accord  or  agree  with  these  worldly 
riches  and  earthly  promotions  ?" 

But  the  bishops  in  these  days'  (I  know  not  by  wliat  means  of 
ambition,  or  desire  of  promotion),  have  altered  and  changed  the  eccle- 
siastical ministration  into  a  worldly  policy,  that  even  as  prince  suc- 
ceeded prince,  so  one  bishop  doth  succeed  another  in  the  see,  as  by 
right  and  title  of  inheritance,  flowing  and  abounding  moreover  in  all 


(1)  The*  three  paragraphs,  with  the  few  wordi  at  the  close  of  the  succeeding  one,  are  reprinted, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Latin,  from  the  edition  of  146  J,  p.m.  Sec  also  the  Latin  edition  of  15*9, 
pp.  33,  34.-ED. 

(>)  "  Before  Christ,  witness  to  himself."— Edition*  1563,  p.  87.    "81c  ut  qui  minor  inU 
foret,  plurU  haberctur  a^>ud  Christum  testera."—  Lat.  Edition  1S59.  p.  4  — En. 


igitized  by  Google 


706  THK  STORY  OF  JOHN  WICKLIFF  CONTINUED. 

Edward  kind  of  wealth  and  riches  here  in  earth ;  being  also  guarded,  after  the 


fashion  and  manner  of  the  world,  with  routs  and  bands  of  men,  chal 
A.  t>.  lenging  unto  himself  rule  and  lordship,  in  such  manner  that  the  whole 
*3^c'  governance  and  rule  of  all  things  fully  did  rest  and  remain  in  his 
power  and  hands.    All  other  pastors  and  shepherds  of  other  churches 
hat!  no  power  or  authority,  more  than  was  permitted  and  granted  unto 
them  by  him.    He  alone  did  not  only  rule  and  govern  over  all 
churches,  but  also  reigned  over  all  kingdoms ;  he  alone  was  feared  of 
all  men ;  the  other  ministers  of  Christ  were  little  or  nothing  regarded  ; 
all  things  were  in  his  power,  and  at  his  hands  only,  all  things  were 
sought  for.    There  was  no  power  to  excommunicate,  no  authority  to 
release,  neither  any  knowledge  of  understanding  or  interpreting  the 
Scriptures,  in  any  other  place,  but  only  in  the  cloister  at  Rome.* 
The  ri»-      Thus,  in  these  so  great  and  troublous  times  and  horrible  darkness 
wlrkfiff  °^  ignorance,  what  time  there  seemed  in  a  manner  to  be  no  one  so 
jn  trou-   little  a  spark  of  pure  doctrine  left  or  remaining,  this  aforesaid  Wick- 
time*,     liff,  by  God's  providence,  sprang  and  rose  up,  through  whom  the  Lord 
would  first  waken  and  raise  up  again  the  world,  which  was  overmuch 
drowned  and  whelmed  in  the  deep  streams  of  human  traditions. 
Thus  you  have  here  the  time  of  WickcliflTs  origin :  now  we  will 
also  in  few  words  show  somewhat  of  his  troubles  and  conflicts, 
wickiiir,      This  Wickliff,  after  he  had  now  a  long  time  professed  divinity  in 
*f  oxford.  *,ne  university  of  Oxford,  and  perceiving  the  true  doctrine  of  Clirists 
gospel  to  be  adulterated  and  defiled  with  so  many  filthy  inventions  of 
bishops,  sects  of  monks,  and  dark  errors :  and  that  he,  after  long 
debating  and  deliberating  with  himself  (with  many  secret  sighs,  and 
bewailing  in  his  mind  the  general  ignorance  of  the  whole  worla),  could 
no  longer  suffer  or  abide  the  same,  at  the  last  determined  with  him- 
self to  help  and  to  remedy  such  things  as  he  saw  to  be  wide,  and  out 
of  the  way.    But,  forasmuch  as  he  saw  that  this  dangerous  meddling 
could  not  be  attempted  or  stirred  without  great  trouble,  neither  that 
these  things,  which  had  been  so  long  time  with  use  and  custom  rooted 
and  grafted  in  men's  minds,  could  be  suddenly  plucked  up  or  taken 
away,  he  thought  with  himself  that  this  matter  should  be  done  by 
little  and  little.    Wherefore  he,  taking  his  original  at  small  occasions, 
thereby  opened  himself  a  way  or  mean  to  greater  matters.    And  first 
he  assailed  his  adversaries  in  logical  and  metaphysical  questions,  dis- 
puting with  them  of  the  first  form  and  fashion  of  things,  of  the  in- 
crease of  time,  and  of  the  intelligible  substance  of  a  creature,  with 
other  such  like  sophisms  of  no  great  effect ;  but  yet,  notwithstanding, 
it  did  not  a  little  nelp  and  furnish  him,  who  minded  to  dispute  of 
greater  matters.    So  in  these  matters  first  began  Keningham,  a  Car- 
melite, to  dispute  and  argue  against  John  Wickliff. 

By  these  originals,  the  way  was  made  unto  greater  points,  so  that 
at  length  he  came  to  touch  tne  matters  of  the  sacraments,  and  other 
abuses  of  the  church;  touching  which  things  this  holy  man  took 
great  pains,  protesting,  as  they  said,  openly  in  the  schools,  that  it  was 
his  chief  and  principal  purpose  and  intent,  to  revoke  and  call  back 
the  church  from  her  idolatry,  to  some  better  amendment ;  especially 
in  the  matter  of  the  sacrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ.  But 
this  boil  or  sore  could  not  be  touched  without  the  great  grief  and 
pain  of  the  whole  world :  for,  first  of  all,  the  whole  glut  of  monks  and 
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begging  friars  was  set  in  a  rage  and  madness,  who,  even  as  hornets  with 
their  sharp  stings,  did  assail  this  good  man  on  every  side  ;  fighting,  as 


is  said,  for  their  altars,  paunches,  and  bellies.  After  them  the  priests  A.  I), 
and  bishops,  and  then  after  them  the  archbishop,  being  then  Simon 


Sudbury,  took  the  matter  in  hand  ;  who,  for  the  same  cause,  deprived  JJJjJJ 
him  of  his  benefice,  which  then  he  had  in  Oxford.    *At 1  the  last,  of  his  bo 


bo- 
ne fice  at 


when  their  power  seemed  also  not  sufficient  to  withstand  the  truth  oxforn. 
which  was  then  breaking  out,  they  ran  wholly  unto  the  lightnings 
and  thunderbolts  of  the  bishop  of  Rome,  as  it  had  been  unto  the  last 
refuge  of  force  and  strength.   For  this  is  their  extreme  succour 
and  anchor-hold,  in  all  such  storms  and  troubles,  when  the  outcries 
of  monks  and  friars,  and  their  pluuisaical  wickedness,  cannot  any 
more  prevail.*    Notwithstanding,  he  being  somewhat  befriended  and 
supported  by  the  king,  as  appeareth,  continued  and  bore  out  the  Dnke  of 
malice  of  the  friars  and  of  the  archbishop  all  this  while  from  his  first  t^lmi 
beginning,  till  about  a.d.  1377  ;  after  which  time,  now  to  prosecute  £r<p"££" 
likewise  of  his  troubles  and  conflict,  first  I  must  fetch  about  a  little  B™ltui 
compass,  as  is  requisite,  to  introduce  some  mention  of  John  of  er.of 
Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster,  the  king's  son,  and  lord  Henry  Percy,  wlekUff- 
who  were  his  special  maintainers. 

As  years  and  time  grew  on,  king  Edward  III.,  who  had  now 
reigned  about  fifty-one  years,  after  the  decease  of  prince  Edward  his 
son,  who  departed  the  year  before,  was  stricken  with  great  age,  and  with 
such  feebleness  withal,  that  he  was  unwieldy,  through  lack  of  strength, 
to  govern  the  affairs  of  the  realm.  Wherefore, a  parliament  being  called 
the  year  before  his  death,  it  was  there  put  up,  by  the  knights  and  other 
the  burgesses  of  the  parliament,  because  of  the  misgovernment  of  the 
realm  (by  certain  greedy  persons  about  the  king,  raking  all  to  them- 
selves, without  seeing  any  justice  done),  that  twelve  sage  and  discreet 
lords  and  peers,  such  as  were  free  from  note  of  all  avarice,  should  be 
placed  as  tutors  about  the  king,  to  have  the  doing  and  disposing  under 
turn  (six  at  one  time,  and  in  their  absence,  six  at  another)  of  matters 
pertaining  to  the  public  regiment.    Here,  by  the  way,  I  omit  to  speak 
of  Alice  Perris,  the  wicked  harlot,  who,  as  the  story  reporteth,  had  be-  Alice Per- 
witched  the  king's  heart,  and  governed  all,  and  sat  upon  causes  herself,  k'nrV 
through  the  devilish  help  of  a  friar  Dominic  ;  who,  by  the  duke  of  JJJjjJ0* 
Lancaster,  was  caused  to  be  taken,  and  was  convicted,  and  would  n>e  king 
have  suffered  for  the  same,  had  not  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  SH^" 
the  friars,  more  regarding  the  liberty  of  their  church  than  the  punish-  JgJJJ* 
ment  of  vice,  reclaimed  him  for  their  own  prisoner.    This  Alice  SSlSpflf 
Perris,  notwithstanding  she  was  banished  by  this  parliament  from  the  *  Mir" 
king,  yet  afterwards  she  came  again,  and  left  him  not,  till  at  his 
death  she  took  all  his  rings  upon  his  fingers  and  otherjewels  from 
him,  and  so  fled  away  like  a  harlot.    But  this  of  her  by  the  way. 

These  twelve  governors,  by  parliament  aforesaid  being  appointed  Twelve 
to  have  the  tuition  of  the  king,  and  to  attend  the  public  affairs  of  ^7,"' 
the  realm,  remained  for  a  certain  space  about  him  ;  till  afterwards  it rl" 
so  fell  out,  that  they  being  again  removed,  all  the  regiment  of  the 
realm  next  under  the  king,  was  committed  to  the  duke  of  Lancaster, 
the  king's  son ;  for  as  yet  Richard,  the  son  of  prince  Edward,  lately 
departed,  was  very  young  and  under  age. 

(1)  See  Edition  15C3,  p  S8.   L*t  Ed.  1559,  p.  I 
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A'tw-t*     This  duke  of  Lancaster  had  in  his  heart  of  long  time  conceived  a 
certain  displeasure  against  the  popish  clergy ;  whether  for  corrupt 


A.  D.  and  impure  doctrine,  joined  with  like  abominable  excess  of  life,  or 
1377,  for  wliat  other  cause,  it  is  not  precisely  expressed  ;  only  by  story  the 
cause  thereof  may  be  guessed  to  arise  by  William  Wickham,  bishop 
of  Winchester.1  The  matter  is  this : 
4pw*»  The  bishop  of  Winchester,  as  the  saying  went  then,  was  reported 
preute  to  affirm,  that  the  aforesaid  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster,  was 
uwduko  not  tne  80n  °f  king  Edward,  nor  of  the  queen ;  who,  being  in  travail 
cl.ter'-  at  Gaunt,  had  no  son,  as  he  said,  but  a  daughter,  which,  the  same 
time,  by  lying  upon  of  the  mother  in  the  bed,  was  there  smothered. 
Whereupon  the  queen,  fearing  the  king's  displeasure,  caused  a  certain 
man-child  of  a  woman  of  Flanders,  bom  the  very  same  time,  to  be 
conveyed,  and  brought  unto  her  instead  of  her  daughter  afore- 
said ;  and  so  she  brought  up  the  child  whom  she  bare  not,  who  now 
is  called  duke  of  Lancaster.  And  this,  said  the  bishop,  did  the 
queen  tell  him,  lying  in  extremity  on  her  death-bed,  under  seal  of 
confession ;  charging  him  if  the  said  duke  should  ever  aspire  to  get 
the  crown,  or  if  the  kingdom  by  any  means  should  fall  unto  him,  he 
then  should  manifest  the  same,  and  declare  it  to  the  world,  that  the 
said  duke  of  Lancaster  was  no  part  of  the  king's  blood,  but  a  false 
heir  of  the  king.  This  slanderous  report  of  the  wicked  bishop,  as  it 
savourcth  of  a  contumelious  lie,  so  secmeth  it  to  proceed  of  a  subtle 
zeal  towards  the  pope's  religion,  meaning  falsehood  :  for  the  aforesaid 
duke,  by  favouring  of  Wickliff,  declared  himself  to  be  a  professed 
enemy  against  the  pope's  profession;  which  thing  was  then  not 
unknown,  neither  unmarked  of  the  prelates  and  bishops  then  in  Eng- 
land.   But  the  sequel  of  the  story  thus  followed  : 

"  This  slanderous  villany  of  the  bishop's  report  being  blazed  abroad, 
and  coming  to  the  duke's  ear ;  he,  therewith  being  not  a  little  discon- 
tented, as  no  marvel  was,  sought  again,  by  what  means  he  could,  to 
be  revenged  of  the  bishop.    In  conclusion  the  duke,  having  now  all 
the  government  of  the  realm,  under  the  king  his  father,  in  his  own 
wiiiiam  hands,  so  pursued  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  that  by  act  of  parliament 
h»m,M-  he  was  condemned  and  deprived  of  all  his  temporal  goods;  which 
wiSta*  goods  were  assigned  to  prince  Richard,  of  Bourdeaux,  the  next  in 
g**    heritor  of  the  crown  after  the  king ;  and,  furthermore,  he  inhibited  the 
p  *  "    said  bishop  from  approaching  nearer  to  the  court  than  twenty  miles." 
Further  as  touching  this  bishop,  the  story  thus  proceedcth :  "  Not 
long  after  (a.d.  1377),  a  parliament  was  called  by  means  of  the  duke 
of  Lancaster,  upon  certain  causes  and  respects ;  in  which  parliament 
great  request  and  suit  was  made  by  the  clergy,  for  the  deliverance  of 
the  bishop  of  Winchester.  At  length,  when  a  subsidy  was  asked  in  the 
king's  name  of  the  clergy,  and  request  also  made,  in  the  king's  behalf, 
for  speedy  expedition  to  be  made  for  the  dissolving  of  the  parliament, 
the  archbishop  therefore  accordingly  conventcd  the  bishops  for  the 
tractation  thereof.    To  whom  the  bishops  with  great  lamentation 
ttSm"  complained  for  lack  of  their  fellow  and  brother,  the  bishop  of  Win- 
church  «  chester,  whose  injury,  said  they,  did  derogate  from  the  liberties  of  the 
whole  church;  and  therefore  they  refused  to  join  themselves  in 


(I)  Ex  Chron.  MonaUeril  AJbanl. 
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tractation  of  any  such  matters,  before  all  the  members  together  were 
united  with  the  head;  and,  seeing  the  matter  touched  them  altogether 


in  common,  as  well  him  as  them,  they  would  not  otherwise  do.  And  A.D. 
they  seemed,  moreover,  to  be  moved  against  the  archbishop  because 
he  was  not  more  stout  in  the  cause,  but  suffered  himself  so  to  be  cited 
of  the  duke." 

The  archbishop,  although  he  had  sufficient  cause  to  excuse  himself,  Hishop  of 
wherefore  not  to  send  for  him,  (as  also  he  did,)  because  of  the  perils  ter  «nt'' 
which  might  ensue  thereof,  yet  being  forced  and  persuaded  thereto  '°rn^'e 
by  the  importunity  of  the  bishops,  directed  down  his  letters  to  the  tioo. 
aforesaid  bishop  of  Winchester,  willing  him  to  resort  unto  the  convo- 
cation of  the  clergy ;  who,  being  glad  to  obey  the  same,  was  received 
with  great  joy  by  the  other  bishops ;  and,  at  length,  by  means  of 
Alice  Perris,  the  king's  paramour,  above  mentioned,  having  given 
her  a  good  quantity  of  money,  the  said  Winchester  was  restored  to 
his  temporalities  again. 

As  the  bishops  had  thus  sent  for  Winchester,  the  duke  in  the  mean  John 
time  had  sent  for  John  Wickliff,  who,  as  is  said,  was  then  the  JJf  jjf 
divinity  reader  in  Oxford,  and  had  commenced,  in  sundry  acts  and  feffi^ 
disputations,  contrary  to  the  form  and  teaching  of  the  pope's  church  un^- 
in  many  things ;  who  also,  for  the  same  had  been  deprived  of  his  **** 
benefice,  as  hath  been  before  noticed.    The  opinions  which  he  began 
at  Oxford,  in  his  lectures  and  sermons,  first  to  treat  of,  and  for  which 
he  was  deprived,  were  these  :  That  the  pope  had  no  more  power  to 
excommunicate  any  man,  than  hath  another.    That  if  it  be  given  by 
any  person  to  the  pope  to  excommunicate,  yet  to  absolve  the  same  is 
as  much  in  the  power  of  another  priest,  as  in  his.    He  affirmed, 
moreover,  that  neither  the  king,  nor  any  temporal  lord,  could  give 
any  perpetuity  to  the  church,  or  to  any  ecclesiastical  person;  for  that 
when  such  ecclesiastical  persons  do  sin,  1  habitualiter,'  continuing  in 
the  same  still,  the  temporal  powers  ought  and  may  meritoriously  take 
away  from  them  what  before  hath  been  bestowed  upon  them.  And 
that  he  proved  to  have  been  practised  before  here  in  England  by 
William  Rufus  ;  "  which  thing,  said  he,  "  if  he  did  lawfully,  why  may  Example 
not  the  same  also  be  practised  now  ?"  "  If  he  did  it  unlawfully,  j£WiKu. 
then  doth  the  church  err,"  saith  he,  "and  doth  unlawfully  in  praying 
for  him."    But  of  his  assertions  more  shall  follow,  Christ  willing, 
hereafter.    The  story  which  ascribed  to  him  these  assertions,  being 
taken  out,  as  I  take  it,  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Alban's,  addeth 
withal :  That  in  his  teaching  and  preaching  he  was  very  eloquent, 
"  but  a  dissembler,"  saith  he,  "  and  a  hypocrite."    The  cause  why 
he  surmiseth  him  to  be  a  hypocrite,  was  this  : 

First,  Because  he  resorted  much  to  the  orders  of  the  begging 
friars,  frequenting  and  extolling  the  perfection  of  their  poverty. 

Secondly,  Because  he  and  his  fellows  usually  accustomed  in  their 
preaching  to  go  barefoot,  and  in  simple  russet  gowns. 

By  this,  I  suppose,  may  sufficiently  appear  to  the  indifferent,  the 
nature  and  condition  of  Wickliff,  how  far  it  was  from  the  ambition 
and  pride,  which  the  slanderous  pen  of  Polydore  Virgil  reporteth  The  ilan- 
in  his  nineteenth  book  of  him,  namely,  that  because  he  was  not 
preferred  to  higher  honours  and  dignities  of  the  church,  (conceiving  P°iydore. 
therefore  indignation  against  the  clergy,)  he  became  their  mortal 


800 


WICKLIFF  FALSELY  CHARGED  WITH  AMBITION. 


■  dtrard 

in. 


enemy.  How  true  was  this,  He  only  knoweth  best,  that  rightly  shall 
judge  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

In  the  mean  time,  by  other  circumstances  and  parts  of  his  life,_wc 


may  also  partly  conjecture  what  is  to  be  thought  of  the  man.  But 
however  it  was  in  him,  whether  true  or  false,  yet  it  had  been 
wickiur  Polydore's  part,  either  not  so  intempcrately  to  have  abused  his  pen, 
chwjld  or  at  least  to  have  showed  some  greater  authority  and  ground  of  that 
biuo* by  n*8  rePort  :  f°r  t°  follow  nothing  else  but  flying  fame,  so  rashly  to 
Poiydore.  defame  a  man  whose  life  he  knoweth  not,  is  not  the  part  of  a  faithful 
story-writer. 

wickiur      But  to  return  from  whence  we  digressed.    Beside  these  his  opi- 
u,  touch11  mons  antl  assertions  above  recited,  with  others  which  arc  hereafter  to 
t«  arthe  k°  brought  forward  in  order,  he  began  then  something  nearly  to  touch 
sun-     the  matter  of  the  sacrament,  proving  that  in  the  said  sacrament  the 
nMrnt-     accidents  of  bread  remained  not  without  the  subject,  or  substance ; 
and  this,  both  by  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  also  by  the  authority  of  the 
.doctors,  but  especially  by  such  as  were  most  ancient.    As  for  the 
later  writers,  that  is  to  say,  such  as  have  written  upon  that  argument 
under  the  thousand  years  since  Christ's  time,  he  utterly  refused  them, 
saying,  That  after  these  years  Satan  was  loosed  and  set  at  liberty ; 
and  that  since  that  time  the  life  of  man  hath  been  most  subject  to,  and 
in  danger  of,  errors  ;  and  that  the  simple  and  plain  truth  doth  appear 
and  consist  in  the  Scriptures,  whereunto  all  human  traditions, 
wliatsoever  they  be,  must  be  referred,  and  especially  such  as  are  set 
Theiat-  forth  and  published  now  of  late  years.    This  was  the  cause  why  he 
ter»Wofih«  refused  the  later  writers  of  decretals,  leaning  only  to  the  Scriptures 
to  b?mi  an^  ancient  doctors ;  most  stoutly  affirming  out  of  them,  that  in  the 
doubted,  sacrament  of  the  body,  which  is  celebrated  with  bread,  the  accidents 
denu  not  are  not  present  without  the  substance ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
the^*-  body  °f  Christ  is  not  present  without  the  bread,  as  the  common  sort 
wu'hout  °^  P"C8ts  m  *bosc  days  did  dream.    As  for  his  arguments,  what 
the  »ub-  they  were,  we  will  shortly,  at  more  opportunity,  by  God's  grace, 
declare  them  in  another  place,  lest  that  with  so  long  a  digression  we 
seem  to  defer  and  put  off  the  reader.    But  herein  the  truth,  as  the 
poet  speaketh  very  truly,  had  gotten  John  Wield  iff'  great  displeasure 
and  hatred  at  many  men's  hands ;  and  especially  of  the  monks  and 
richest  sort  of  priests. 

Albeit  through  the  favour  and  supportation  of  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caster and  lord  Henry  Percy,  he  persisted,  hitherto,  in  some  mean 
quiet  against  their  wolfish  violence  and  cruelty :  till  at  last,  about 
a.d.  1377,  the  bishops,  still  urging  and  inciting  their  archbishop 
Simon  Sudbury,  who  before  had  deprived  him,  and  afterward  pro- 
hibited him  also  not  to  stir  any  more  in  those  sorts  of  matters,  had 
obtained,  by  process  and  order  of  citation,  to  have  him  brought 
before  them  ;  whereunto  both  place  and  time  for  him  to  appear,  after 
their  usual  form,  was  to  him  assigned. 

The  duke,  having  intelligence  that  Wickliff,  his  client,  should  come 
before  the  bishops,  fearing  that  he  being  but  one,  was  too  weak  against 
such  a  multitude,  calleth  to  him,  out  of  the  orders  of  friars,  four 
bachelors  of  divinity,  out  of  every  order  one,  to  join  them  with 
Wickliff  also,  for  more  surety.  When  the  day  was  come,  assigned  to 
the  said  Wickliff  to  appear,  which  day  was  Thursday,  the  nineteenth 
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of  February,  John  Wickliff  went,  accompanied  with  tlie  four  friars  Edward 
aforesaid,  and  with  them  also  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  and  lord  Henry 
Percy,  lord  marshal  of  England;  the  said  lord  Percy  also  going 
before  them  to  make  room  and  way  where  Wickliff  should  come. 

Thus  Wickliff,  through  the  providence  of  God,  being  sufficiently 
guarded,  was  coming  to  the  place  where  the  bishops  sat ;  whom,  by 
the  way,  they  animated  and  exhorted  not  to  fear  or  shrink  a  whit  at 
the  company  of  the  bishops  there  present,  who  were  all  unlearned, 
said  they,  in  respect  of  him  (for  so  proceed  the  words  of  my 
aforesaid  author,  whom  I  follow  in  this  narration),  neither  that  he 
should  dread  the  concourse  of  the  people,  whom  they  would  them- 
selves assist  and  defend,  in  such  sort,  as  he  should  take  no  harm.1 
With  these  words,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  nobles,  Wickliff,  in 
heart  encouraged,  approached  to  the  church  of  St.  Paul  in  London, 
where  a  main  press  of  people  were  gathered  to  hear  what  should  be 
said  and  done.    Such  was  there  the  frequency  and  throng  of  the  striving 
multitude,  that  the  lords,  notwithstanding  all  the  puissance  of  the  ^0^Xo 
high  marshal,  and  only  with  great  difficulty,  got  a  way  through  ;  p«»  »>y 
insomuch  that  the  bishop  of  London,  whose  name  was  William  pie.1*^ 
Courtney,  seeing  the  stir  that  the  lord  marshal  kept  up  in  the  church 
among  tnc  people,  speaking  to  the  lord  Percy,  said,  that  if  he  had  Thewcmit 
known  before  what  masteries  he  would  have  kept  in  the  church,  he  Jjjjf*1" 
would  have  stopped  him  out  from  coming  there ;  at  which  words  of  the  {h0"d0°I^,° 
bishop,  the  duke,  disdaining  not  a  little,  answered  the  bishop,  and  Percy, 
said,  that  he  would  keep  such  mastery  there,  though  he  said  1  nay."* 

At  last,  after  much  wrestling,  they  pierced  through  and  came  to  Our 
Lady's  Chapel,  where  the  dukes  and  barons  were  sitting  together  with 
the  archbishops  and  other  bishops ;  before  whom  Wickliff,  according 
to  the  manner,  stood,  to  know  what  should  be  laid  unto  him.  To 
whom  first  spake  the  lord  Percy,  bidding  him  to  sit  down,  saying,  that 
he  had  many  things  to  answer  to,  and  therefore  had  need  of  some 
softer  seat.    But  the  bishop  of  London,  cast  at  once  into  a  furnish 
chafe  by  those  words,  said,  he  should  not  sit  there.    Neither  was  it,  strife  bc- 
said  he,  according  to  law  or  reason,  that  he,  who  was  cited  there  to  {JSmbmi! 
appear  to  answer  before  his  ordinary,  should  sit  down  during  the  time 
of  his  answer,  but  that  he  should  stand.    Upon  these  words  a  fire  ilnZn. 
began  to  heat  and  kindle  between  them ;  insomuch  that  they  began 
so  to  rate  and  revile  one  the  other,  that  the  whole  multitude,  there- 
with disquieted,  began  to  be  set  on  a  hurry. 

Then  the  duke,  taking  the  lord  Percy's  part,  with  hasty  words  strife  be- 
began  also  to  take  up  the  bishop.    To  whom  the  bishop  again,  t^S" 
nothing  inferior  in  reproachful  checks  and  rebukes,  did  render  and  J^j"" 
requite  not  only  to  him  as  good  as  he  brought,  but  also  did  so  far  t>i»hop  of 
excel  him  in  this  railing  art  of  scolding,  that  to  use  the  words  of  mine  wiSovm- 
author,  "  Erubuit  dux,  quod  non  potuit  prcevalere  litigio that  is,  g^,,1,1'0 
the  duke  blushed  and  was  ashamed,  because  he  could  not  overpass  »«>idinB. 
the  bishop  in  brawling  and  railing,  and,  therefore,  he  fell  to  plain 
threatening ;  menacing  the  bishop,  that  he  would  bring  down  the 
pride,  not  only  of  him,  but  also  of  all  the  prelacy  of  England.  And 
speaking,  moreover,  unto  him  :  "  Thou,"  said  he,  "  bearest  thyself  so 
brag  upon  thy  parents,  who  shall  not  be  able  to  help  thee ;  they  shall 

(I)  Ex  HUt.  Monachi  D.  Albanlcx  accommodate  D.  Matth.  ArchiepU.  Cant. 
VOL.  II.  3  K 


802 


KIOTODS  CONDUCT  OP  THE  LONDONERS 


iU    have  enough  to  do  to  help  themselves  f  for  his  parents  were  the  earl 

 and  countess  of  Devonshire.1    To  whom  the  bishop  again  answered, 

™  |*  that  to  be  bold  to  tell  truth,  his  confidence  was  not  in  his  parents, 
nor  in  any  man  else,  but  only  in  God  in  whom  he  trusted.  Then 


ulreatei' tne  <luke  whMperillg  in  the  ear  of  him  next  by  him,  said,  That 
nh  to  he  would  rather  pluck  the  bishop  by  the  hair  of  his  head  out  of  the 
their  church,  than  he  would  take  this  at  his  hand.  This  was  not  spoken 
MuSfe*  so  secretly,  but  that  the  Londoners  overheard  him.  Whereupon, 

chLn:fhthe  8ct  'n  a  tney  cr*c&  out'  ^y^R'  that  they  would  not  suffer 
their  bishop  so  contemptuously  to  be  abused.  But  rather  they  would 
lose  their  lives,  than  that  he  should  so  be  drawn  out  by  the  hair. 
Thus  that  council,  being  broken  with  scolding  and  brawling  for  that 
day,  was  dissolved  before  nine  o'clock,  and  the  duke,  with  the  lord 
Percy,  went  to  the  parliament ;  where,  the  same  day  before  dinner, 

Jit  ul^ta  a        was  Put  UP  ln  tne  name  °f  the  king  by  the  lord  Thomas 
pui"^  ™  Woodstock  and  lord  Henry  Percy,  that  the  city  of  London  should  no 
jtSnsttkt  more  be  governed  by  a  mayor,  but  by  a  captain,  as  in  times  before ; 
Lmdoa   an0*  *nat  the  niarehal  of  England  should  have  all  the  ado  in  taking 
the  arrests  within  the  said  city,  as  in  other  cities  besides,  with  other 
petitions  more,  tending  to  the  like  derogation  of  the  liberties  of 
London.    This  bill  being  read,  John  Philpot,  then  burgess  for  the 
city,  standeth  up,  saying  to  those  who  read  the  bill,  that  that  was 
never  seen  so  before ;  and  adding,  moreover,  that  the  mayor  would 
never  suffer  any  such  things,  or  other  arrest  to  be  brought  into  the 
city;  with  more  such  words  of  like  stoutness, 
"unwior  next  ^ay  f°Howm&  the  Londoners  assembled  themselves  in  a 

the  von-  council,  to  consider  among  them  upon  the  bill  for  changing  the 
mayor,  and  about  the  office  of  the  marshal ;  also,  concerning  the 
injuries  done  the  day  before  to  their  bishop. 

In  the  mean  time,  they,  being  busy  in  long  consultation  of  this 
matter,  suddenly  and  unawares  entered  into  the  place  two  certain 
lords,  whether  come  to  spy,  or  for  what  other  cause,  the  author 
Icaveth  it  uncertain ;  the  one  called  lord  Fitz- Walter,  the  other 
lord  Guy  Bryan.  At  the  first  coming  in  of  them  the  vulgar  sort  was 
ready  forthwith  to  fly  upon  them  as  spies,  had  not  they  made  their 
protestation  with  an  oath,  declaring  that  their  coming  in  was  for  no 
harm  toward  them.  And  so  they  were  compelled  by  the  citizens  to 
swear  to  the  city  their  truth  and  fidelity :  contrary  to  the  which  oath, 
if  they  should  rebel,  contented  they  would  be  to  forfeit  whatsoever 
goods  and  possessions  they  had  within  the  city. 
™northe  °-one'  tnen  began  the  Lord  Fitz- Walter,  in  this  wise,  to  per- 

tod  Fin-  suadc  and  exhort  the  citizens ;  first  declaring  how  he  was  bound  and 
i°  obliged  to  them  and  to  their  city,  not  only  on  account  of  the  oath 
now  newly  received,  but  of  old  and  ancient  good  will  from  his  great 
grandfather  s  time.  Besides  other  divers  duties,  for  the  which  he  was 
chiefly  bound  to  be  one  of  their  principal  fautors;  forasmuch  as 
whatsoever  tendeth  to  their  damage  and  detriment  redounded  also  no 
less  unto  his  own :  for  which  cause  he  could  not  otherwise  choose, 
but  that  what  he  did  understand  to  be  attempted  against  the  public 
profit  and  liberties  of  the  city,  he  must  needs  communicate  the  same 
to  them  ;  who,  unless  they,  with  speedy  circumspection,  do  occur,  and 
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prevent  perils  that  may  and  are  like  to  ensue,  it  would  turn,  in  the 
end,  to  their  no  small  incommodity.  And  as  there  were  many  other 
things  which  required  their  vigilant  care  and  diligence,  so  one  thine  A.  D. 
there  was,  which  he  could  in  no  wise  but  admonish  them  of ;  whicn  1'^7, 
was  this,  necessary  to  be  considered  of  them  all :  how  the  lord  marshal 
Henry  Percy,  in  his  place  within  himself,  had  one  in  ward  and  cus- 
tody, whether  with  the  knowledge,  or  without  the  knowledge  of  them, 
he  could  not  tell :  this  he  could  tell,  that  the  said  lord  marshal  was 
not  allowed  any  such  ward  or  prison  in  his  house  within  the  liberties 
of  the  city ;  which  thing,  if  it  be  not  seen  to  in  time,  the  example 
thereof  being  suffered,  would,  in  fine,  breed  to  such  a  prejudice 
unto  their  customs  and  liberties,  as  that  they  ehould  not,  hereafter, 
when  they  would,  reform  the  injury  thereof. 

These  words  of  the  lord  Fitz-Walter  were  no  sooner  spoken,  but  Theciu 
they  were  as  soon  taken  by  the  rash  citizens ;  who,  in  all  nasty  fury,  ETndon 
running  to  their  armour  and  weapons,  went  immediately  to  the  house  \**0$ 
of  the  lord  Percy,  where,  breaking  up  the  gates,  by  violence  they  J^'*Bt 
took  out  the  prisoner,  and  burned  the  stocks  wherein  he  sat  in  the  sa'voy*1 
midst  of  London.     Then  was  the  lord  Percy  sought  for,  whom,  cod>Pro- 
saith  the  story,  they  would  doubtless  have  slain  if  they  might  have  ^nghi, 
found  him.    With"  their  bills  and  javelins,  all  corners  and  privy 
chambers  were  searched,  and  beds  and  hangings  torn  asunder,  liut 
the  lord  Percy,  as  God  would,  was  then  with  the  duke,  whom  one 
John  Yper,  the  same  day,  with  great  instance,  had  desired  to  dinner. 

The  Londoners  not  finding  him  at  home,  and  supposing  that  he  The 
was  with  the  duke  at  the  Savoy,  in  all  hasty  heat  turned  their  power  fhedukc 
thither,  running  as  fast  as  they  could  to  the  duke's  house ;  where  Jjjjjj'- 
also,  in  like  manner,  they  were  disappointed  of  their  cruel  purpose,  marched 
In  the  mean  while,  as  this  was  doing,  cometh  one  of  the  duke's  London- 
men,  running  post  haste  to  the  duke  and  to  the  lord  Percy, er*' 
declaring  what  was  done.     The  duke  being  then  at  his  oysters.  The  duke 
without  any  further  tarrying,  and  also  breaking  both  his  shins  at  the  pSjJ*?, 
form  for  haste,  took  boat  with  the  lord  Percy,  and  by  water  went  to  jyjjjj 
Kingston,  where  then  the  princess,  with  Richard  the  young  prince 
did  lie ;  and  there  declared  unto  the  princess  all  the  whole  matter 
concerning  the  outrage  of  the  Londoners,  as  it  was.    To  whom  she 
promised  again,  that  such  an  order  should  be  taken  in  the  matter, 
as  should  be  to  his  satisfaction.  At  the  time  the  commons  of  London 
thus,  as  is  said,  were  about  the  duke's  house  at  Savoy,  there  mceteth 
with  them  a  certain  priest,  who,  marvelling  at  the  sudden  rage  and 
concourse,  asked  what  they  sought.    To  whom  answer  was  given  a  Pn«t 
again  by  some,  that  they  sought  for  the  duke  and  the  lonl  marshal,  ^x^ot 
to  have  of  them  the  lord  Peter  de  la  Mare,  whom  thev  wrontrfullv 
had  detained  in  prison.    To  this  the  priest  answered  again  more  houm- 
boldly  than  opportunely :  "  That  Peter,"  said  he,  "  is  a  false  traitor  38*L 
to  the  king,  and  worthy  long  since  to  be  hanged."  At  the  hearing  of 
these  words,  the  furious  people,  with  a  terrible  shout,  cried  out  upon 
him,  that  he  was  a  traitor,  and  one  that  took  the  duke's  part,  and  so 
falling  upon  him  with  their  weapons,  strove  who  might  first  strike 
him  ;  and  after  they  had  wounded  him  very  sore,  they  had  him, 
so  wounded,  to  prison  ;  where,  within  few  days,  for  the  soreness  of  his 
wounds,  he  died. 
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Neither  would  the  rage  of  the  people  thus  have  ceased,  had  not 
the  bishop  of  London,  leaving  his  dinner,  come  to  them  at  Savoy, 


A.  D.  and  putting  them  in  remembrance  of  the  blessed  time,  as  they  term 
1377.  it,  of  Lent,  had  persuaded  them  to  cease  and  to  be  quiet. 
tho  viiu-    The  Londoners,  seeing  they  could  get  no  advantage  against  the 
u>nZ  duke,  who  was  without  their  reach,  to  wreak  their  anger,  took  his 
JJJinrt    arms,  which  in  most  despiteful  ways  they  hanged  up  in  the  open 
the  duke,  places  of  the  city,  in  sign  of  reproach,  as  for  a  traitor.  Insomuch 
tliat  when  one  of  his  gentlemen  came  through  the  city,  with  a  plate 
containing  the  duke's  arms,  hanging  by  a  lace  about  his  neck,  the 
citizens,  not  abiding  the  sight  thereof,  cast  him  from  his  horse,  and 
plucked  his  escutcheon  from  him,  and  were  about  to  work  the  ex- 
tremity against  him,  had  not  the  mayor  rescued  liim  out  of  then- 
hands,  and  sent  him  home  safe  unto  the  duke 'his  master.    In  such 
hatred  then  was  the  duke  among  tfie  vulgar  people  of  London. 
The  me»-     After  this  the  princess,  understanding  the  hearts  and  broil  of  the 
the  prin-  Londoners,  set  against  the  aforesaid  duke,  sent  to  London  three 
the'i^n    lights,  Sir  Albred  Lewcr,  Sir  Simon  Burley,  and  Sir  Lewis  Clifford, 
doner.,    to  entreat  the  citizens  to  be  reconciled  with  the  duke.    The  Lon- 
doners answered,  that  they,  for  the  honour  of  the  princess,  would 
obey  and  do  with  all  reverence,  what  she  would  require ;  but  this 
they  required  and  enjoined  the  messengers  to  say  to  the  duke  by 
word  of  mouth  :  that  he  should  suffer  the  bishop  of  Winchester, 
before-mentioned,  and  also  the  lord  Peter  de  la  Marc,  to  come  to  their 
answer,  and  to  be  judged  by  their  peers;  whereby  they  might  either 
be  quit,  if  they  were  guiltless ;  or  otherwise,  if  they  be  found  cul- 
pable, they  might  receive,  according  to  their  deserts  after  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  what  grief  and  displeasure  the  duke  conceived  and  re- 
tained in  his  mind  hereof.    Again,  what  means  and  suit  the  Lon- 
doners on  their  part  made  to  the  old  king  for  their  liberties ;  what 
rhymes  and  songs  in  London  were  made  against  the  duke;  how  the 
bishops,  at  the  duke's  request,  were  moved  to  excommunicate  those 
The  duke  malicious  slanderers ;  and,  moreover,  how  the  duke  at  last  was  revenged 
otibm     of  those  contumelies  and  injuries ;  how  he  caused  them  to  be  brought 
before  the  king;  how  sharply  they  were  rebuked  for  their  mis- 
demeanour by  the  worthy  oration  of  the  lord  chamberlain,  Robert 
Aston,  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  archbishops,  bishops,  with  divers 
other  states,  the  king's  children,  and  other  nobilities  of  the  realm  ; 
The  Lon-  in  conclusion,  how  the  Londoners  were  compelled  to  this  at  length, 
c«"wd  to  kv  the  common  assent  and  public  charges  of  the  city,  to  make  a 
{* «  »     great  taper  of  wax,  which,  with  the  duke's  arms  set  upon  it,  should 
waTin    be  brought  with  solemn  procession  to  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  there  to 
•ionHii   burn  continually  before  the  image  of  Our  Lady ;  and,  at  last,  how 
n.onour  °f  both  the  said  duke  and  the  Londoners  were  reconciled  together,  in  the 

tile  uUkC  m.    %  m  *  m  . 

"  beginning  of  the  reign  of  the  new  king,  with  the  kiss  of  peace ;  and 
how  the  same  reconcilement  was  publicly  announced  in  the  church 
of  Westminster,  and  what  joy  was  in  the  whole  city  thereof:  these, 
because  they  are  impertinent  and  make  too  long  a  digression  from 
the  matter  of  Wickhff,  I  cut  off  with  brevity,  referring  the  reader  to 
other  histories,  such  as  that  of  St.  Albans,  where  they  are  to  be 
found  at  large. 

As  these  aforesaid  tilings,  for  brevity  sake,  I  pass  over,  so  I  cannot 
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omit,  though  I  will  not  be  long,  that  which  happened  the  same  time  Edward 
and  year  to  the  bishop  of  Norwich,  to  the  intent  that  this  posterity  ;//" 
now  may  see,  to  what  pride  the  clergy  of  the  pope's  church  had  then  A.I), 
grown.    At  the  same  time  that  this  broil  was  in  London,  the  bishop  13*7. 
of  Norwich,  a  little  after  Easter,  coming  to  the  town  of  Lcnnam,  a  »iory  of 
belonging  to  his  lordship;  being  not  contented  with  the  old  accus-  ofeNor-°p 
tomed  honour  due  unto  him,  and  used  of  his  predecessors  before  in  *lch- 
the  same  town,  required,  moreover,  with  a  new  and  unused  kind  of 
magnificence  to  be  exalted  :  insomuch  that  when  he  saw  the  chief  Example 
magistrate  or  mayor  of  that  town  to  so  in  the  streets  with  his  officer  5*2*35 

tO  J  ,  .       0         .     «  .    ,  .  t no  pope  » 

going  before  him,  holding  a  certain  wand  in  his  hand,  tipped  at  both  clergy, 
ends  with  black  horn,  as  the  manner  was,  he,  reputing  himself  to  be 
lord  of  that  town,  as  he  was,  and  thinking  to  be  higher  than  the 
highest,  commanded  the  honour  of  that  staff  due  to  the  mayor,  to  be 
yielded  and  borne  before  his  lordly  personage.    The  mayor  or  bailiff,  n,c  eour- 
with  other  the  townsmen,  courteously  answered  him,  that  they  were  Jg*  uf 
right  willing  and  contented,  with  all  their  hearts,  to  exhibit  that  town.tmn 
reverence  unto  him;  and  would  so  do,  if  he  first  of  the  king  and  Luhop. 
council  could  obtain  that  custom,  and  if  the  same  might  be  induced, 
after  any  peaceable  way,  with  the  good  wills  of  the  commons  and 
body  of  the  town :  otherwise,  said  they,  as  the  matter  was  dangerous, 
so  they  durst  not  take  in  hand  any  such  new  alteration  of  ancient 
customs  and  liberties,  lest  the  people,  who  are  always  inclinable  and 
prone  to  evil,  do  fall  upon  them  with  stones,  and  drive  them  out  of 
the  town.    Wherefore,  kneeling  on  their  knees  before  him,  there 
humbly  they  besought  him  that  he  would  require  no  such  thing  of 
them  ;  that  he  would  save  his  own  honour,  and  their  lives,  who, 
otherwise,  if  he  intended  that  way,  were  in  great  danger.    But  the 
bishop,  youthful  and  haughty,  taking  occasion,  by  their  humbleness, 
to  swell  the  more  in  himself,  answered,  that  he  would  not  be  taught  The  stout 
by  their  counsel,  but  that  he  would  have  it  done,  though  all  the  ?"*"£h"pr 
commons  (whom  he  named  ribalds)  said  4  nay.''    Also  he  rebuked  the 
mayor  and  his  brethren  for  mccocks  and  dastards,  for  so  fearing  the  t°"n'  'P 
vulgar  sort  of  people. 

The  citizens  perceiving  the  wilful  stoutness  of  the  bishop,  meekly 
answering  again,  said,  they  minded  not  to  resist  him,  but  to  let  him 
do  therein  what  he  thought  good :  only  they  desired  him  that  he 
would  license  them  to  depart,  and  hold  them  excused  for  not  waiting 
upon  him,  and  conducting  him  out  of  the  town  with  that  reverence 
which  he  required,  for  if  they  should  be  seen  in  his  company,  all 
the  suspicion  thereof  would  be  upon  them,  and  so  should  they  be  all 
in  danger,  as  much  as  their  lives  were  worth.    The  bishop,  not  re- 
garding their  advice  and  counsel,  commanded  one  of  his  men  to  take 
the  rod  borne  before  the  mayor,  and  to  carry  the  same  before  him  : 
which  being  done,  and  perceived  of  the  commons,  the  bishop  after 
that  manner  went  not  far,  but  the  rude  people  running  to  shut  the  The  tt«*r» 
gates,  came  out  with  their  bows,  some  with  clubs  and  staves,  some  °ra|J|/fn- 
with  other  instruments,  some  with  stones,  and  let  drive  at  the  bishop  rueth 
and  his  men  as  fast  as  they  might,  in  such  sort,  that  both  the  bishop  *hein"t 
and  his  horse  under  him,  with  most  part  of  his  men,  were  hurt  and  blsh°P- 
wounded.    And  thus  the  glorious  pride  of  this  jolly  prelate,  ruffling 
in  his  new  sceptre,  was  received  and  welcomed  there :  that  is.  he 
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In     was  so  pelted  with  bats  and  stones,  so  wounded  with  arrows  and 

 other  instruments  fit  for  such  a  skirmish,  that  the  most  part  of  his 

*j  men?  his  mace  bearer,  all  running  away  from  him,  the  poor 
''  wounded  bishop  was  there  left  alone,  not  able  to  keep  his  old  power, 
who  went  about  to  usurp  a  new  power  more  than  to  him  belonged. 
Pride  win  Thus,  as  is  commonly  true  in  all,  so  is  it  well  exemplified  here,  that 
ml"  *  which  is  commonly  said,  and  as  it  is  commonly  seen,  that  pride  will 
u«°ur^d  have  a  feN*  ant*  Power  usurped  will  never  stand.  In  like  manner, 
win  never  if  the  citizens  of  Rome,  following  the  example  of  these  Lennam-men, 
Th"  '  as  they  have  the  like  cause,  and  greater,  to  do  by  the  usurped  power 
SSSol  °f  *°eir  bishop,  would,  after  the  same  sauce,  handle  the  pope,  and  un- 
wound1* 8CCPtre  mm  °f  his  macc  ant*  reg»Iity,  which  nothing  pertain  to  him  ; 
hma  they,  in  so  doing,  should  both  recover  their  own  liberties,  with  more 
brl<Uc"     honour  at  home,  and  also  win  much  more  commendation  abroad.1 

This  tragedy,  with  all  the  parts  thereof,  being  thus  ended  at  Len- 
nam,  a  little  after  Easter  (as  is  said),  about  the  month  of  April, 
Ttoijmtk  a.  d.  1377,  the  same  year,  upon  the  12th  day  of  June,  died  the 
tuiward.  worthy  and  victorious  prince,  king  Edward  III.,  after  he  had  reigned 
fifty-one  years ;  a  prince  not  more  aged  in  years  than  renowned  for 
many  singular  and  heroical  virtues,  but  principally  noted  and  lauded  for 
his  singular  meekness  and  clemency  towards  his  subjects  and  inferiors, 
ruling  them  by  gentleness  and  mercy  without  all  rigour  or  austere 
severity.    Among  other  noble  and  royal  ornaments  of  his  nature, 
worthily  and  copiously  set  forth  of  many,  thus  he  is  described  by 
some,  which  may  briefly  suffice  for  the  comprehension  of  all  the  rest:' 
menda™  "       *ne  orphans  he  was  as  a  father,  compassionate  to  the  afflicted, 
tion  or    mourning  with  the  miserable,  relieving  the  oppressed,  and  to  all 
Edward,  them  that  wanted,  an  helper  in  time  of  need/1*  &c.    But,  chiefly, 
above  all  other  things  in  this  prince,  in  my  mind,  to  be  commemo- 
rated is  this,  tliat  he,  above  all  other  kings  of  this  realm,  unto  the  time 
of  king  Henry  VIII.,  was  the  greatest  bridlcr  of  the  pope's  usurped 
power,  and  outrageous  oppression:  during  all  the  time  of  which  king, 
not  only  the  pope  could  not  greatly  prevail  in  this  realm,  but  also 
John  Wickliff  was  maintained  with  favour  and  aid  sufficient.* 

But  before  we  close  up  the  story  of  this  king,  there  Cometh  to 
hand  that  which  I  thought  good  not  to  omit,  a  noble  purpose  of  the 
king  in  requiring  a  view  to  be  taken  in  all  his  dominions  of  all  bene- 
fices and  dignities  ecclesiastical  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Italians,  and 
aliens,  with  the  true  valuation  of  the  same,  directed  down  by  com- 
mission ;  whereof  the  like  also  is  to  be  found  in  the  time  of  king 
Richard  II.,  the  tenor  of  which  commission  of  king  Edward  III., 
I  thought  here  under  to  set  down  for  worthy  memory. 

The  king  directed  writs  unto  all  the  bishops  of  England  in  this 
form : 

Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king,  &c.  To  the  reverend  father  in  ChrUt 
N.t  by  the  same  grace  bishop  of  L.,  greeting.  Being  willing  upon  certain  causes 
to  be  certified  what  and  how  many  benefices,  as  well  archdeaconries  and  other 
dignities,  as  vicarages,  parsonages,  prebends  and  chapels,  within  your  diocese, 
be  at  this  present  in  the  hands  of  Italians  and  other  strangers,  what  they  be, 
of  what  value,  and  how  every  of  the  said  benefices  be  called  by  name ;  and 

(1)  ExChron.  Monach.  D.  Alhanl. 

(2)  "  Orphan)*  erat  quaal  pater,  afflict!*  eompaticrw,  tnikeri*  condolen*.  npprcsaos 
runcti*  indifrcntihu*  impendent  auxilia  opportune." 

(3)  The  reign  of  Edward  III.  closes  here  in  the  second  and  third  edition*.— Ed. 
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how  much  every  of  the  same  is  worth  by  the  year,  not  as  by  way  of  tax  or  Kdwani 

extent,  but  according  to  the  true  value  of  the  same ;  likewise  of  the  names  

of  all  and  singular  such  strangers  being  now  incumbents  or  occupying  the  same  a.D. 
and  every  of  them;  moreover,  the  names  of  all  them,  whether  Englishmen  or  1377. 

strangers,  of  what  state  or  condition  soever  they  be,  who  have  the  occupation  or  .  . 

disposition  of  any  such  benefices  with  the  fruits  and  profits  of  the  same,  in  the 
behalf,  or  by  the  authority  of  any  the  aforesaid  strangers,  by  way  of  farm,  or 
title,  or  procuration,  or  by  any  other  ways  or  means  whatsoever,  and  how  long 
they  have  occupied  or  disposed  the  same ;  and  withal  if  any  the  said  strangers 
be  now  residents  upon  any  benefices  :  we  command  you,  as  we  heretofore  com- 
manded you,  that  you  send  us  a  true  certificate  of  all  and  singular  the  premises, 
into  our  high  court  of  chancery  under  your  seal  distinctly  and  openly,  on  this 
side  the  feast  of  the  Ascension  of  our  Lord  next  coming,  without  further  delay  : 
returning  unto  us  this  our  writ  withal.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster  the 
sixteenth  day  of  April  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  our  reign  of  England,  and 
over  France  the  thirty-fifth  year.    (a.  d.  1375.) 

By  virtue  hereof,  certificate  was  sent  up  to  the  king  into  his 
chancery,  out  of  every  diocese  of  England,  of  all  such  spiritual  livings 
as  were  {hen  in  the  occupation  cither  of  priors,  aliens,  or  of  other 
strangers ;  whereof  the  number  was  so  great,  as  being  all  set  down,  it 
would  fill  almost  half  a  quire  of  paper.  Whereby  may  appear  that  it  was 
high  time  for  the  king  to  seek  remedy  herein,  either  by  treaty  with  the 
nope  or  otherwise ;  considering  so  great  a  portion  of  the  revenues  of 
his  realm  was,  by  this  means,  conveyed  away  and  employed  either  for 
the  relief  of  his  enemies,  or  the  maintenance  of  the  foreigners ; 
amongst  which  number  the  cardinals  of  the  court  of  Rome  lacked 
not  their  share,  as  may  appear  by  this  which  followeth. 


View  of  Ecclesiastical  Benefices. 

The  lord  Francis  of  the  title  of  St  Sabine,  priest  and  cardinal  of  the  holy  Coventry 
church  of  Rome,  doth  hold  and  enjoy  the  deanery  of  the  cathedral  church  of  ■nd  Llch- 
Lichficld,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Lichfield,  which  is  worth  five  hundred  marks  by  fie,d" 
the  year;  and  the  prebend  of  Brewood,  and  the  parsonage  of  Adbaston  to  the 
same  deanery  annexed,  which  prebend  is  worth  by  the  year  fourscore  marks, 
and  the  parsonage  twenty  pounds ;  which  deanery  with  the  prebends  and  par- 
sonage aforesaid,  he  hath  holden  and  occupied  for  the  space  of  three  years. 
And  one  Master  de  Ingrisa,  a  stranger,  as  proctor  to  the  said  cardinal,  doth  hold 
and  occupy  the  same  deanery  with  other  the  premises  with  the  appurtenances,  by 
name  of  proctor,  during  the  years  aforesaid,  and  hath  taken  up  the  fruits  and 
profits,  for  the  said  cardinal,  dwelling  not  in  the  realm. 

Lord  William,  cardinal  of  St.  Angelo,  a  stranger,  doth  hold  the  archdeaconry  Norwich, 
of  Suffolk,  by  virtue  of  provision  apostolical,  from  the  feast  of  St  Nicholas  last 
past ;  he  is  not  resident  upon  his  said  archdeaconry.  And  the  said  archdea- 
conry, together  with  the  procurations  due  by  reason  of  the  visitation,  is  worth 
by  vear  sixty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence.  And  Master  John 
of  Hcllinington,  &c,  doth  occupy  the  seal  of  the  official  of  the  said  arch- 
deaconry, &c. 

Lord  Reginald  of  St.  Adrian,  deacon-cardinal,  hath  in  the  said  county  the  Surren. 

Snrsonagc  of  Godalming,  worth  by  year  forty  pounds,  and  one  Edward  Teweste 
oth  farm  the  said  parsonage  for  nine  years  past. 
The  lord  Anglicus  of  the  holy  church  of  Rome,  priest  and  cardinal,  a  stranger,  Ebor. 
was  incumbent,  and  did  hold  in  possession  the  deanery  of  the  cathedral  church 
of  York,  from  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  a.d.  13G6,  and  it  is  yearly  worth, 
according  to  the  true  value  thereof,  four  hundred  pounds ;  and  Master  John  of 
Stoke,  canon  of  the  said  church,  doth  occupy  the  said  deanery  and  the  profits 
of  the  same,  in  the  name  or  by  the  authority  of  the  said  lord  dean,  &c.  But 
«  the  said  dean  was  never  resident  upon  the  said  deanery  since  he  was  admitted 
thereunto.  Item,  lord  Hugh  of  our  lady  in  •  •  •  deacon  and  cardinal,  a 
stranger,  doth  possess  the  prebend  of  Driffield,  in  the  said  church  of  York,  from 
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the  seventh  day  of  June,  a.  d.  1363  :  from  which  day,  &c.  John  of  Gisbournr, 
and  George  Coupenianthorp,  &c,  do  occupy  the  said  prebend,  worth  by  year 


Sarialiu. 


of  Sali.- 


A.I).  one  nundrcd  pounds;  the  said  lord  Hugh  is  not  resident  upon  the  said  prc- 
1377  hund. 

Item,  Lord  Simon  of  the  title  of  St.  Sixt,  priest  and  cardinal,  &c,  doth 
possess  the  prebend  of  Wistow  in  the  said  church  of  York,  worth  by  year  one 
hundred  pounds ;  and  the  aforesaid  Master  John  of  Stoke  doth  occupy  the 
aforesaid  prebend  and  the  profits  thereof,  &c. ;  but  the  said  lord  Simon  "is  not 
resident  upon  the  said  prebend. 

Item,  Lord  Francis  of  the  title  of  St  Sabine,  priest  and  cardinal,  a  stranger, 
doth  possess  the  prebend  of  Stransal,  in  the  said  church  of  York,  worth  by  year 
one  hundred  marks.  And  Master  William  of  Merfield,  &c,  doth  occupy  the 
said  prebend,  &c. ;  but  the  said  lord  Francis  is  not  resident  upon  the  said 
prebend. 

Lord  Peter  of  the  title  of  St  Praxed,  priest  and  cardinal,  a  stranger,  doth 
hold  the  archdeaconry  of  York,  worth  by  year  one  hundred  pounds,  and  Master 
William  of  Mirneld,  &c,  for  farmers. 
The  The  deanery  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum,  with  churches  and  chapels 

underwritten  to  the  same  deanery  annexed,  doth  remain  in  the  hands  of  ford 
Reginald  of  the  title  of  St.  Adrian,  deacon  and  cardinal,  and  so  hath  remained 
these  twenty-six  years,  who  is  never  resident;  his  proctor  is  one  Lawrence  de 
Ingris,  a  stranger,  and  it  is  worth  by  year  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds, 
twelve  shillings,  and  four  pence. 

Richard,  bishop,  doth  hold  the  vicarage  of  Meere,  to  the  deanery  annexed, 
and  hath  holden  the  same  for  nineteen  years ;  worth  bv  year  forty  pounds. 

Robert  Codford,  the  farmer  of  the  church  of  Heigntredbury,*  to  the  same 
annexed,  worth  by  year  fifty  pounds. 

The  church  of  Stoning  and  the  chapel  of  Rescomp,  to  the  same  deanery 
annexed,  worth  by  year  seventy  marks. 

The  chapel  of  Ilcrst,  to  the  same  deanery  annexed,  worth  by  year  forty 
pounds.  . 

The  chapel  of  Wokenbame,  to  the  same  deanery  annexed,  worth  by  year 
thirty-six  pounds. 

The  chapel  of  Sandhurst,  worth  by  year  forty  shillings. 
The  church  of  Godalming,  to  the  same  deanery  annexed,  in  the  diocese  of 
Winchester,  worth  by  year  forty  pounds. 
Tinm       The  dignity  of  treasurer  in  the  church  of  Sarum,  with  church  and  chapels 
rcr  of  the  underwritten  to  the  same  annexed,  is  in  the  hands  of  lord  John  of  the  title  of 

°f  St"  Mark»  P"C8t  and  cardinal»  and  h»th  80  continued  twelve  years,  who  was 
never  resident  in  the  same ;  worth  by  year  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds, 
•  thirteen  shillings,  and  four-pence. 

The  church  of  Fighelden,  to  the  same  annexed,  worth  by  year  twenty-six 
pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and  four-pence. 

The  church  of  Alwardbury  with  the  chapel  of  Putton,  worth  by  year  ten 
pounds. 

The  prebend  of  Calve  to  the  same  treasurer  annexed,  worth  by  year  one 
hundred  pounds. 

The  archdeaconry  of  Berks,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Salisbury,  with  the 
church  of  Mordon  to  the  same  annexed,  is  in  the  hands  of  lord  William,  of  the 
title  of  St.  Stephen,  who  was  never  resident  in  the  same,  worth  by  year  eight 
score  marks. 

The  archdeaconry  of  Dorset,  in  the  church  of  Salisbury,  with  the  church  of 
Gissiche  to  the  same  annexed,  in  the  hands  of  lord  Robert,  of  the  tide  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  priest  and  cardinal,  and  is  worth  by  year  one  hundred  and 
three  marks. 

The  prebend  of  Woodford  and  Willeleford,  in  the  church  of  Salisbury,  is  in 
the  hands  of  Robert,  the  cardinal  aforesaid,  and  is  worth  forty  marks. 

The  prebend  of  Heyworth,  in  the  church  of  Salisbury,  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  lord  cardinal  of  Agrifolio,  who  is  never  resident,  worth  by  the  year  eighty 
pounds. 

The  prebend  of  Netherbarnby  and  Beminster,  in  the  church  of  Salisbury, 
one  Hugh  Pelcgrine  a  stranger,  did  hold  twenty  years  and  more,  and  was  never 
resident  in  the  some ;  worth  by  the  year  eight  score  marks. 
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The  church  prebendary  of  Gillinghain,  in  the  nunnery  of  Salisbury,  lately  Edward 
holden  of  lord  Richard,  now  bishop  of  Ely,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  lord  Peter  of  In- 
the  title  of  St.  Praxed,  priest  and  cardinal,  &c,  worth  by  the  year  eighty  pounds.   \u  ]). 

Lord  William  of  the  holy  church  of  Rome,  cardinal,  a  stranger,  doth  hold  the  1375. 

archdeaconry  of  Canterbury,  and  is  not  resident ;  the  true  value  of  all  the  

yearly  fruits,  rents  and  profits,  is  worth  seven  hundred  florins.  bury" 

The  lord  cardinal  of  Canterbury  is  archdeacon  of  Wells,  and  hath  annexed  Ba(h  and 
to  his  archdeaconry  the  churches  of  Hewish,  Berwes,  and  Southbrent,  which  Well*, 
are  worth  by  year,  with  their  procuration  of  visitations  of  the  said  archdeaconry, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds. 

Item,  The  lord  cardinal  is  treasurer  of  the  church  of  Wells,  and  hath  the 
moiety  of  the  church  of  Mcrtock  annexed  thereunto,  worth  by  year  sixty  pounds. 

Item,  The  lord  cardinal  of  Agrifolio  is  archdeacon  of  Taunton,  in  the  church 
of  Wells,  and  is  worth  by  year,  with  the  procurations  and  the  prebend  of  Myl- 
raerton  to  the  same  annexed,  eighty  pounds. 

Note.  Like  matter  is  also  found  in  the  time  of  king  Richard  II.,  upon  what 
occasion  it  is  uncertain  ;  but,  as  it  seemeth  by  record  of  that  time,  a  new  j>ope 
being  come  in  place,  he  would  take  no  knowledge  of  any  matter  done  by  his 
predecessors,  that  might  any  way  abridge  his  commodity  ;  and,  therefore,  this 
king  was  forced  to  begin  anew,  as  may  appear  by  this  following. 

Lord  cardinal  of  Agrifolio  is  prebendary  of  the  prebend  of  Soringham,  The  arch- 
together  with  a  portion  of  St  Mary  of  Stow  to  the  same  annexed the  fruits  deaconry 
whereof,  by  common  estimate,  be  worth  by  year  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  of8tow 
pounds ;  Master  John,  vicar  of  Coringham,  and  Master  Robert,  parson  of  Ket- 
telthorpe,  and  W.  Thurly,  be  farmers. 

Lora  cardinal  Albanum  is  prebendary  of  the  prebend  of  Sutton,  the  fruits 
whereof  be  commonly  esteemed  worth  by  year  four  hundred  marks.  Roger 
Skyret  of  Buckingham,  and  William  Bedeford  of  Sutton,  do  farm  the  same 
prebend.  The  lord  cardinal  Glandacen  is  prebendary  of  the  prebend  of  Nas- 
sington,  worth,  by  estimation,  three  hundred  marks.  Robert  of  Nassington,  J!^,1^." 
and  John,  son  of  Robert  of  Abethorpe,  do  occupy  the  same  prebend.  0f  Norm- 

Lard  cardinal  N  on  mace  m  is  parson  of  Adderbury,  worth,  by  estimation,  one  ampum. 
hundred  pounds ;  Adam  Robelyn,  clerk,  is  his  proctor,  and  occupation  the 
same. 

Lord  cardinal  of  St  •••  is  prebendary  of  Thame,  worth  yearly,  by  common  The  arch- 
estimation,  two  hundred  marks ;  John  Hey  ward  and  Thomas  •••a  layman, 
do  occupy  the  same  prebend. 

Lord  Peter  de  Yeverino,  cardinal,  is  prebendary  of  Aylesbury,  worth  yearly,  The  arch- 
by  common  estimation,  eighty  marks.  Holy  Duse  of  Aylesbury  doth  occupy  JfyJS? 
the  same  prebend. 

The  cardinal  of  St.  Angelo  hath  the  archdeaconry  of  Suffolk,  and  is  worth  The  dio- 
by  year,  by  common  estimation,  a  hundred  marks.  iwich 

Lord  cardinal  Ncminacem,  treasurer  of  the  church  of  Sarum,  hath  the  arch-  The  dio_ 
deaconry  of  Sarum,  with  the  church  of  Figheldon  to  his  dignity  annexed,  which  ee«e  of 
is  let  to  farm  to  Grace,  late  wifc'of  Edmund  Swayne,  deceased,  paying  yearly  *mm- 
fifty  marks.    He  hath  also,  in  the  same  archdeaconry  and  county,  the  said 
church  of  Alwardbury,  with  the  chapels  of  Putton  and  Farle  to  the  same  an- 
nexed, which  is  let  to  farm  to  the  prior  of  the  house  of  Ederosc  for  the  yearly 
rent  of  twenty-three  pounds ;  he  hath  also  the  prebend  of  Calve  in  the  said 
archdeaconry  and  county,  worth  by  year  one  hundred  pounds,  and  the  farmer 
thereof  is  Raymund  Peregrine. 

Lord  cardinal  of  Agrifolio  hath  the  archdeaconry  of  Berks,  worth  by  year 
one  hundred  and  twenty  marks,  and  it  remaineth  in  his  own  hands.  Item,  He 
hath  the  prebend  of  Worth,  worth  by  year  a  hundred  pounds ;  Raymund  Pere- 
grine is  farmer  there. 

Lord  cardinal  Gebanen  hath  the  prebends  of  Woodford  and  Willeford  in  the 
county  of  Wiltshire,  let  to  farm  to  John  Bennet  of  Sarum,  worth  by  year  forty 
marks. 

Lord  Andomar  de  Rupy  is  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  to  the  which  arch-  The  dio- 
deacon  belongs  the  church  of  Lymin  within  the  same  diocese,  worth  by  year,  J™*,  °rr 
after  the  taxation  of  the  tenth,  twenty  pounds.    The  church  of  Tenham,  worth  bury" 
by  year,  after  the  said  taxation,  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  six  shillings, 

(I)  An.  I.  lllch.  J. 
vol.  II.  3  G 


i 


810  VIEW  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  BENEFICES. 

K>iward  and  eight-pence.    The  church  of  Hakington  near  Canterbury,  worth  by  year 
"I-     twenty  marks.    The  church  of  St  Clement  in  Sandwich,  worth  by  year,  after 
^  U    the  taxations  aforesaid,  eight  marks.    The  church  of  St  Mary  in  Sandwich, 
j  ,j-.r>'   worth  by  year  nine  pounds,  of  the  which  the  said  archdeacon  receiveth  only 

  *  six  marks  :  the  profits  of  all  which  premises  Sir  William  Latimer,  Knight  hath 

received,  together  with  the  profits  arising  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  arch- 
deaconry, worth  by  year  twenty  pounds. 
The  dio-      Anghcus  of  the  church  of  Rome,  priest  and  cardinal,  hath  the  deanery  of 
York"'    tne  catnedral  church  of  York,  worth  by  year  three  hundred  and  seventy-three 
pounds,  six  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  and  the  prebend  of  Soutbcane,  valued 
yearly  at  one  hundred  and  sixty  marks. 
The  dio-      Lord  cardinal  Gebanen  doth  hold  the  church  of  Weannouth,  and  the  arch- 
deaconry of  Durham,  worth  by  year  two  hundred  marks.    And  John  of 
Chambre,  and  Thomas  of  Iiarington,  of  Newcastle,  be  the  farmers  and  proc- 
tors of  the  said  cardinal. 

(Ex  Bu. niello  Drcviuni  Regis  <lc  an.  2.  Rich.  II.  part  i.) 
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